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Preface 
-m:: his booklet was written in 1894 by 
the local Anglican rector, !Wverend E.F. 
Wilson. The following year it was 
distributed to Island residents at $.25 a 
copy. It's aim was to help bring settlers 
to l.be Island. Mr. Wilson had been given 
$100.00 by l.be Provincial Government 
to write l.be pamplet. Only two copies of 
l.be original publication are known to 
exist, both of which are now in the 
Provincial Archives, Victoria, British 
Columbia. Through the co-operation of 
the Arehives staff, mombors of the 
History Research Groups of Salt Spring 
fsland Historical Society were able to 
obtain a laser copy. 

~ome of the original photographs were 
of poor quality. Reproduction of these 
were not possible. Substitutions have 
boen made, using Salt Spring Islands 
pictures taken at that period using 
photographs from the collection of 
Richard Mouat Toynbco or the Salt 
Spring Island Archives. The text 
remains unchanged. 

Sue Mouat, Chair, 
History Reaearcb Group. 
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SALT SPRING IsLAND, 
8~1Tl.$H COLUMBIA • 

• INCJl the Ca.nadian Pcu;il1c Railway picr<:ed the Rooky 
Mountains in the yur r88s, Victoria, si tuated on Van. 
couver hla.nd, a.nd c;apital of Britit;h Columbia, h it$ be­

come wtll knowo to travellers, both from the eastern 'parts of 
Canada and from Eng1and and Europe. People eomirt.g from 
the cold. bleak prairie region5 of M~t.nitoba and the Northw"t. 
where, in the winter time, the glass often registers 30 ind 40 
dcgre« below xcn>, and the ground is buried up in snow and 
unworkable for at least live montht1 out o( the twelve, ~ gen­
erally delighted to 6nd in Victoria and its neighborhood a genial 
English like clim~&te. ploughing aod other 6eld o~rations 
being card ed on more or leu through eve-ry month o( the win­
ter, and the farmirt.g population, instead of complaining of their 
hnrd Jot and thcdiAlt.:ulty of m.aklng both e:nd!l me-et, as i.i so oftt"n 
the ca.~ on the other side of che Rock ies, ~ootented, cheerful 
and well ~S:otti.!lfM'd with their choice. Just in the immediate 
neighborhood of Victoria, dmt Li, within .a ntdiu!l of four or five 
mil¢5 from the city's centre, farm l.and is expensive and nOt 

easily proc;urable for a le.ss sum than $aoo or $)00 an acre, but 
for pe.tSOns who desire to make a living by agriculture and have 
but small capital to start with the:e i, the choic-e open to them of 
a broad tro1c:t of land, the Cowi.cban District, through which 'be 
F...llquim.ah arid Nan.otimo Railway runs a diS~tanee of 7fJ miles 
from Victoria, or, if they prefer it, they may tAke up land on one 
of the many itdands which Lie immediately nonb of the city in 
the Strait of Georgia. It Is of one of these islands that we have 
now to speak, Salt Spring Island. the l.argest and mo:u aurae .. 
live or the group, lying just north o( the Sa.anioh Penins-ula, 
~;~nd occupying a m05t c;e;ntral poslt.ion as nogards steamboat 
communication and matket fac:ilitieJ~,-having the City of Vic-







• 
tori&. 40 MiiH to tiM south ol it. Sanaimo, Ctntre of the coal 
dil'trkt, JO mtles to the nonh.- ud lhe dti~s ol Va.~,·er ud 
New \Ye.,minlt" a few hou.rs di.uant acro!lllli the water to t.he 
Eut. Vlcloria and Nanaimo m•y aiAO be ruthed easily b)' 
raU, a few mile~~ pull itt. a smaU boat t.akinJt one to tht Rllii'A•ay 
S tation either at Chc:n;~inu.l4 or Sidney. 

NAME AND ARJ3A, 

Orlcin~tlly murkt!d on the na'l:tl du"lli of 18!8 as "Admiral 
b laftd ... ,, h.s or late years altogether dropp~ that name. and 
i• now known both popularly, u d alto in the more rtcet~dy 
publbhtd m:tpll, - SaiJ s,n-1 fii•Ad, the Aline 5prinp. o( 
wt.tc-t. dwre an somt 14 or 15 on the island. MiftC •uf5ci<tat 
t'dliOft f'.cw its pn:~~Mt ume. Ia kftgth h b. about tht sa.nw as 
the hJe o( Wi.ght~ viL: t8 mila. but in area h tlli<Sf. owlnc- to 
itJ bti..,. iftdetttfd by st"Vttal dKP blyt and hatbors., whkh 
dluu h_. breadth tG vary from nine or ten mitt. in the widHt 
part• 10 Ius than two in the narro•·Qt. The entire s 1.ni"<tee 
mu•ure of the isJud is about 45,440 ac-ret, or which from ten 
10 lift~•n t hOUIUind l\C:re.t~ An!, pttt1Up31, JitJhllblt (or c:ulth'lHion, 
th• rhl ~lng for the most p;art ro<:k)' 11nd 1\t only for sheep 
tAn<:hin{C. At pl'tse-nt the-re- are 105 (• rml occupied, about 6 per 
<:t'-nt. or the. 1u;reage of each being on the •v•r•Jrr• cuhinted. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTER AND NATURAL PRODUCTIONS. 

Vanc011vcr t..land and the small i.!alatwl:f which 11urround it. 
ol whkh S.h Spring is OM, are doubtktll tht re-mains of a $Ub­

mt'rft'd mounW• ~. ud are cktnibtd ~y. in a 
rte'tntly publilhed C.O.·crnmeat Report, *1 "a lrfOUP of uptutofd 
rnc-iHJ<: rotks, e-mbracing Cfflain tC"rtlary &rt"&i and • ·om do,.,·n 
by glAcial anion, so that in one plaee uttn~if'e tn'·d moraint:s, 
in llnothcr bed$ or boulder day are to be fou nd, while in a third 
• regular Jterie-s or hue saodscones altrrnate with the barN!n cliffs 
or trnp." On thi!i unpromi$ing .,urf"ce ~enetatlon.s or fi r t~e-s 
hll \ 'fl Ro~lti.!lhed and, decaying, ha,,C furnh:hetl 1\ 1nould or in 4 

creulnjt' chickness, i.nco which variou.!l form• or v~gctfl.lion ha,·e 
!llru<:k t)•eir rCIOt•, iO that th~ oountry i.!J now covered (or the 
lftfol!ot pan by a dense (OR$-t :-DouKI•~ pinb •nd whitt SpnKt'-, 
many or them 11pwards ot lOO («I in height ~LAd mMt th~ ~o 
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feet in circumference at the!"base, grow on the ridgd and s lopes: 
cedars (Tiu~flt g,.grml~n) of cqu:al h!!ight and girth. ~and hem lode 
in the lowland and swamps; nlder (Alnus 01't'J(01ttt) and wiUow 
on the boulder day laod: while bert and thert, &e;tt tered amOI'Ig' 
the othu trees, is <t 50ft m:tple , it-" brQltd lingered ka\·es g reen 
and be--autiful j,, summer and golden in autumn. Besides these 
arc here :i~Jd there, on dry gra..,elly soil. clumpll of o;tk$, their 
branches gnarled and knotted and their tc·tem.s of no <:ommer.;ial 
n .lue; and, alo,,g the sea shore or fringing the banks of 
streams, rille the red naked li~b~ of the :.rbutu:c, t heir bark :.11 
pl'eled or pc-ding off. On Salt S pring Island all these dtni¥cn.s 
of the fore!lt ~ fully rtpresetlled, Douglas 1>ine. balsa(n and 
cedar taking t he l~td. or the fi r$l nnmell tree lilrge qu;•ntitic.-! 
art cut eac:h yur to supply tbc .saw mi.lls, and thousands of the 
smaller tree$ ilr~e l<hipptd aw:.y to Mdioo. Australia and Africa, 
to be made ust o( as props in th~ minet~, there being no otqer 
wood il'l existence so tough and durable and suitable for the 
purpo11e. Indeed the Dougla~ pine of the Pacific coast has a 
world-wide reputation (or its flexibility and ten.ncity o( fibre, ;and 
t~~ perh.J\ps mo~ sought aner than any other timber for the 
manu(a~;ture or ma.st5 and .sp.ar11. It grows only in the nortbern 
part of Ortgon. Washington Territory ;md British Columbia, 
and attains iu fu ll s i2e 01~ly neat the ooast. 

The surface of Salt Spring Island is •• :Ne<:e$$ion or hill11 
.and valleys, (or the 1nost part densely .,.,,ooded. Its highest 
mountains are Mt. En~-kine , .south or Vesu.,.ius Bl~)' • 1,599 feet 
iA height : Mt. Baynes, a prcc:ipitws rQt.:k towering ove.r Bur­
goyne Bay, '•953 f~t hig h: and 011 the Mosgra~·c estate, in the 
southern pa..rt of the isltlnd, ML Sulli~·an and Mt. Bl'uee, whose 
altitudes ate respecti'ltly 1,1)7a and a,Jl-CJ feet . or fretih water 
Ltkts there ltre el~\·~n , the largest being St. Mary's lake, a.t the 
north e-nd of the island, ne-arly two miltll in length : Cw.hecm 
l.alct. about the centte of the island, a (avorite re1Jo()rt (or <~ngiers, 
being well s tocked with lnrge-~ize-d s~ckled ti"OOt ; and Max­
well lake, up i.o t he mountains and not J'nuc.h visited. Of the 
!ilmaller L'lkts:, Foord'~. Robett 's and Brown's: e;.c;h about ttl­

acre$ in extent, are noted for their good fishing. T he whole 
island is well watel'td with springs and t rout brook<~~. the princi· 
pal stream being thll t running ftom F'oord's lak~ into Fulfotd 
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h.-rbor. Of mineral dep<MiiNI there !Jf'e indic;~,t.ions of iron OR!, 
gold and !tih•~r. the two latter having b«n mined to some e'ltcent 
a few years AR'O in tht southern p.:.rt of the i$1.and. At the 
northtm end of the island there 11re thi/1 scams o( coaJ shewing 
themseh•e5 on the surface. \Vhtthtr this Iauer minera,l will be 
fouod hereafter in paying qwtntit ies is at present a matter of 
11ptculation, but the VOLncCKaver Coal Co. have secured to them­
selves some soo acres of the most promising IO<>king' of the land, 
evidently with :a view to working it at some future day. Coal 
bM <tlso been foond on the adjacent is.Jand of Marne land a 5haft 
is at pre.se•n being sunk on th.a.t i~land. Around Ves\wius Bay 
and at the north end of the island is to be found a ' 'try good 
quality of building stone; !he Esquim:alt Gr;wing Dock wu 
largely oonStfUcted of thi11 t'tone ; and ic is said that some 30 
yean 11go large quantities of it we:re exported by an Amt.ri<::an 
firm for tbe building of tJu• mint at San Francisco. No lime bas 
ll.'f yet been found on the island. Urick clay exists of the tlntn 
class. 

Following is a list ohhe prindpaishrubs, ornamental ttees, 
fems. grasses and Rowtt$ growing wild on Salt Spring lt land :-

ORNAMENTAL TREES, SHRUBS, ETC. 

Spi'm'!tl diSt:tJIDT llnd Splnra lJoNgl.n.sr'i, both '-'ery common, the 
one producing- a white plume of Rowers and the otht't"red, wood 
very tough Md good for making ramrod.i, vulgarly knO\\•n by 
the Indian name or "H;ard.ak " ; SuUDI, or SAhtl, ( GtNIJIJeria 
44nl/lm ), a low Laurel like shrub with bright, glossy, evergreen 
leaves and c:luJ.tert of dArk blue berrie!J., pec:ulillr to the Pacific: 
CoAst, and grows e\•erywhcrc under the trees where the htnd is 
i\6t tltared, roou sh.al16W and net diffieUit tel traditllt. 0 6g'­
wood, twO kind!!, Cornus NuU.allii and Conrus Pubesams, both 
faitly common ; the former is a large tree covered io spring with 
ablate of spa.tkling blossoms : hawthorn, dog-rose, crab-apple, 
snowberry (\•ery common), hbtc:kberry, rUpberry, huckleberry, 
salmonbtrry, cranberry, fto•·ering cu.rrant ( Ri«s IA6Gii), 
barberry (Bu!Juls N~rttOSfl), Ore-gon grape, or holly-lta\'td 
barberry ( lk!W.rl$ Atpiifq/_ia ), mock or:mge, or syring;a ( Plu'lfl­
dt/p/1#1 MMIIijftJrv). juniper. 
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,u...,....s.- V«y common u. the hrV Af•lli .. (common 
br"adte-n), g'I"'wing heu to a ptodigao..u ll'be, th• plants being-8>', 
10and t\'cn 1 r feet in length from the baMol the .c.dk to the tip of 
tht (rond,roou two to three ftet in dtpth 11nd diftllc:uh to eradicate; 
ArJit'dfNM iVsou'l11m (shield fe.m), grel!n •II throu&:h the winter: 
• nd AspltntN.rfill~/lr11tiltll (lady fern). Co•nmon 11.r~ the A dltm• 
ltiNI JWdaiNm (maiden ha.ir): Alyj~«litrm tJNIIf'"' (common poly­
pody), 11nd B~ltun ll!.nutbuu (moon .• wort}. Rare are tht 
8/~dltM/tft tpk11'11 {hard ftro) : A1jH~,.,..,,. /Yic'IIMII'Ifl!.s {bluk 
~plctn wort), and Clt.ftlm.J4n l"fdlli~~t~t. 

Fu>Wau.- U/nn. Ctii.-Wu• (li.l7). found enrywhcn in 
tbr «atlr .,rinK ; C.Ui.Ja ; C.•J'IIIf•IM (two n.rit"ti6. o. 
whit•. the otMt whitt •ith bkM tiii{Je); O.d J. ; Vaokt ; 
~khaclffl&.f da;.,. ; SJ .. J, 'Js 1.1•• and Sn/w• •~C~J..Ufol­
itt• (•tOM croft); &yfA.,.•.i•• ; Wt~N~JJ.;. (blue..beiJ) : C.JyJ,. 
1/Mwr/U {lady's ill~) and other orcbhlt : I.MJH• , uveral varie­
t lcll; Dltltri~llaetNt rwat!J. (American cow•llp) : Ni•ldiii ...-AR­
Irt.J (mu.sk) : ;Vi/wll/#1 tuu.NIItl {monkey ftower); S.xi.fi'vlu; 
Fn'tlllr~ri•: Asl~rr; Brpt'a (pink color) ; A,aiM al/)n,' Trillhtm 
(with ha)'•.ICCil1cd ICI\'C$)0 etc.; MillO ll tpt<fell or Cac.tul. 

C•Ai!lll:il, &c.- The island being (or th• mott p;t.rt lhidcly 
wooded, aatutal grasses crow only in p•tch .. Oft the ltd~rt:s or 
•• btncho " o( th~ mountAin tides, or lown down in tM maTSbt"S 
a4joiainr: or surrounding the small lak"" In the cranberry 
m&nh tM • mete • ,..-ass g rows 50 stto.ac'Y u 10 an two toM 

to the acn. Formerly a wi~ pea and • wild ned gn:w lux. 
uriantty, •«online a rich pastvrac- for tht dftr, ~ tiooe 5betp 
r.nchintr ha. bt.en i:nt.rOd~Xed on the lJ1and comparatiftly little 
o( it i1 left. In the early wmmer •·ild Jt.rawberriet: are plentiful 

WILD ANIMALS AND BIRDS. 

Tho larger wild animals Ill v.,.OOU\'Cf' hland ar~ the black 
btJtr, the panther, the g~y wolf. t he buvcr, the otter, t he 
ra(.)On, the elk, and the bl.ack·tajJed dc•r. or tbcse none of the 
fi,.,.t m•nlioned savage animals are to be found on the lslat~d of 
S.lt Spring, having ~n all riJ'Otously utermin.atcd ; bout deer, 
ra(OOG, mink, bavcr and 5a otter •till abound, Mel of ~ 
bird~ theft is an. ablaodant wppl:r o( £"fflth pheasants, blue 
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grouse and willow grout~e. and a few California quail and snipe. 
The deer se~son commencet~ Septembtr 1st and t-nd.s February 
1st. s.u~jec.t to change <ach ye.-r. Phcati.nts and grouse btgin 
October 1St and end February I St.. or deer tbt bucks only are 
aJiowed to be killtd and sold, and the same rule applirs to tht 
killing of cock pheasantll and sp•ring the hens. Driving deer 
with dogs is forbidden, but sutlking them is permittt-d, and they 
a re l{tnerally kiJitd without much trouble either with' a rifte or 
with. ~ shot-gun iJ,nd budc$ht'lt. E~·ery farmer on'S<t.lt Spring 
has his butcher-shop at his own back dQor, And 1t is seldom that 
his larder is n.o t "'·ell 11tO..::ktd w1th venison and birds. If he has 
more deer meal U1.11n he necc1.5- for hi!' own use he can U5Ulll ll )' 
seiJ it to a neighbor at fh•e ctnts a pound. Grouse sell in the 
city for from 75 «nts to S t ll brAce. Phea50lnhl may not be 
sold. Oter skins are a drug on the ma.rket and will only fetch 
about s ix cents a pound. Ttt~re is a great dearth Clf singing 
birds in the territory, and it were well if some c:uuld be impOrte-d, 
for doubtless they woold thri\•e and do u well here 1\11 in Eng• 
htnd. or wood·pig~ons then~. are plenty, and they a.re big, 
meaty bird.s. The mqst ubiquitous and the most mi~hie,•oos of 
the wing~d tribe are the blue j<ty 2nd the Amtrican robin (a 
spec:iet~ of thnHth). They consume the cherries 2nd the s traw­
berries, t-urn the CJ\rly pe.t:s out of the rows, pick the ltpples otT 
the trees and the potawcs out of the grouod. and do all the 
da,m3ge they c:.n tO the grain crops. ,'\ few d~S of Stt}'Chnine 
is the best, i f not the only way of cbeckin~ their depredations. 
Of re-ptile~ theft, are 1\ consider<tble num~r of the common g;tr· 
ter snake ( Eulniitln ) which is quite h;~rm1css, ~veral kinds of 
frogs and lizards, and 3 huge spedt'S of toa.d ( 811jo IJfJ~a$) 
which is found in all parts of the island. The fish tnh11bi ting 
the Jakes and s t rel:lm.s are the sptckled trout and $almon trout : 
and in the salt water bays are caught salmon, rode cosl, bl.ac,k 
cod, dog·fhoh, and candle fish (both v~luablefortheiroi1), perch. 
herring, smelt, sardine:. &c. \Vhales are (l('casionally seen 
$pouting and hair seals lifting their heads in the bays and inle-ts 
which surroond the: isl.otnd. During the: winter and early spring 
the same bays and inlets are a)i\•e with Willer fowl of a.ll des­
c;;riptions, wild gee~. mal1ar<h, butter-balls, black duck, tu.l, 
brant, blue-bills, can''"$ backs, saw-bill i't, wood duck and wid-
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genu; lll<~o l o\ln~. S;tlt Sprin!{ bLand it~ certainly Jtn h'l IJtmU/() 

forth~ ~port~tnan. 

FARMING. 

Extent'i,·e wheat fitld.9, large arell~ plantiXI with Oah, t•r 
bMI¢y. o r pc:1...; , or r•'M", a.rc ncot to be fotmd on the- Is land ,, r 
Sail Sptilll(. nor ind eed on Vwll!ou,·et Island. \\1hen once ' h.:: 
Rocky ~h11.1n tt4iu~ are C'tPt'liCd 1he JCf l!.a t whe:u region of t he 
i\orthwbt , and th e hi._; prltirie farm~ ttrc all ItO. behind, and in 
t hdr :fte;td we llnll snudl fields of ~r:tin and roott', :tnd llpp11! 
or(hl\rd~. a nd pouhry p'tnl", wilh h1ty fleld5 in the bonom l"nd..; 
and ~L!Uure f~r !(_beep 1.1nd OO\\'S (In the s.ide h ills. Uut althtlU!{h 
the hetm<$l~ads a~ so mudl ~tnalltr, and a oonsidf'rable porti"n 
of ta..:h fMm ~eems tube the ~ide or b~se of~ t imber cover~>d, 
stunt :o:p;ittered mountain, yet fM all that there appear's to bean 
air .;,f comfott and cunlent about the pl:tu, which iill too often 
'''otntiu~ <m the great prairie ftlflns. Here in these i~lands on 
the Pacific coast the clim:tte i11 mild and genial, lhere is 
no dre~d of :.n inlense ( Old winter, th~rc is no (ear ~~r 
drought in s ummer and no ta~~k of fuel (or lhc oold months. 
\Vhate\·er is put i•uo the ground i~ sure to g row ar1d to gtow 
wetl. No Colomdo hug u•ill <Jttack t he potatoes, no t~ummc:r\lr 
early autumn (rosts will injure the cereal~. hay tjme and han·e11t 
time is always d ty ;and warm so lhl'lt l he eropi can be J,~thered 
in a.lmO!SI im·ari.ably in good 'ondition. Autumn work hns not 
to be hurried over ns ploujt'bing can bo done at almost any t ime 

in lhc wi11ter. Ther<! is no anxio>t)' About hous:ing s tock during 
t he oold weather; sheep will generally fl nd their living a ll the 
winter lon.:- in t he open, and cattle need housing and f«ding for 
a t~hort t ime only. -~ (nrm o n I he Pacific t<>a!ll may, pe~aps, 
not yield its owner a fortune, but it will at any r<\tc ~n••ble hi m 
10 make a Ji,·ing and to bring up a family with oomparath·e ea..;e 
a nd oomfort-. Ten or llfte~Cn m:rcs with nn \~rch.;Jrd :~nd ll poultry 
yard :and a cow or two, in British Coh•mbia, has probably a 
g rc.-ll!r !SU!It:tining p0'4'.:-r than ll hulldted acres of land in the 
prairie rct...;ons o( the Northwt'sL 

T he l:uge11t hmd ownets and farmers at present on Salt 
Spring Island are Mr. Joel Br.;,adwell, who owns 1, 26o acres. 
He l..rm!i t he land immediately around his ho1.11><, and kcep:i; a 
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number o f <4ih~ep on hi!l .noul'llain range. M r. A . \ Val ter c)wns 
1 ,ooo acre1;.. and goe-5 in chieAy for dairying and sheep farminjt. 
)Jr. H. Ruckle owns 1 ,ooo acres, of which a bout 40 a~ at p~· 

se-n t under cuhiv;1t icm. He b<elh~\·es in m ixed farm ing l!lnd has 
ca.td t, sheep, pigs, h•rk~ys and chickens. Last autumn he 
th ra1111ed 250 bushel.ll o f wheat, 100 bu"het~ of O.:th , :00 bu!!htl ~t 
o( pe,.to. l.'nd put up zo tons or hay, 6o tons of swtdcs, and six 
tons of pota toes. Mr. \V, E. ScCill owns 700 acres. of which 
ab(IUI 6o are under euh h •;&t ion . He b-11.5 C<'!Uie, !<beep, pig" nnd 
poohry ; ::md, besides rais ing g rain and potatoes. put up last 
ye-al' about so tOI~S of hll)'· Mr. Edward Lee O'o\' llS 400 acres. 
and with the aid of his brother, ~ l r. 1'. L«, c;ulti)'!' le$ 150. 

Ll\st ytM he raised 700 bushels o f wheat, so tons or hay. and 75 
tonii of patat<*SI. Mr. \V. Roberlii(Jn is owner uf 2,500 ac-rt!>, 
'he most of it b.:ing mountainous ~nd s uita.ble onJy for s heep 
ranching . Capt. Trench, a non· ruideiH. has also an exten~i,•e 
s heep•r.tnch o( about ~.()QQ ;&C r t!$ i n t he SOUthern p ltrt t'f the 
island, known fo rmerly as t he Mu<:g rove rstatc ; it is ncoar1y • aU 
mounHiin. Mr. j. P. 8()()th ownll 350 aeruo of which abou1 
hal( is now under culti\'il.t ion. He h.-.s a COn$iderable number 
of cattle Md shetp and about 300 chicken~. Mr. j os. Ak~rman 
owns 355 a cre11, and :IillO keep11 <:<~~ltle, Slheep and pOuJtry. Mr. 
J:'red. ]too rd owns 4 10 ~c.rcs bordering on a picture$que little 
lake which burs his own name. About 6o acres of his land is 
now dt-.ared and more Qr IelSS under culti\'~Uion, and he keeps 
cattle, sh«p, pigs a nd chic-kens. ]tlr. T. ·w. MowM own.s J.W 
ac-res, and cuhi~·att.ot 21bout so. He-goes in especi-ally for dairy. 
ing a nd raising poultry, ha,•ing 10 well-bred c:towx M d :·about 200 
chi<:"kens. Mr. J. Maxwell owns 400 acres. culti"atcs $0, a nd 
has "bout 6oo sheep. Mr. F.d. W:tlter, assessor for the di$t rict, 
has a bout 400 acres, M r. C. T olson, ,300, bo th ,,aluablc prope.r4 

t ies bordering on G-angtt Hatbor. Mess~. T rege and Spiker· 
m:a.n own 839 acrct~. m o$1 of whit:h iS; a sheep run, but they anake 
a lh•ing C"hiefty by raisin~ fruit . Mr. A. Md •• enman ownl!' 410 
acreJ<, and with the help of hi!ll young sons c-ul tivates a boot 17, 
Ue believes in mixed farming and poultry nl.i.iing. 

There a re other fannen~ who hav~ tiOt quite. so much land, 
b11t are ne\·erth~less very 5\le<:essful i n their farming ape rationS; : 
among these are> Mr. H. St even:>, o wner or JOO a crel!'., ;and one 
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"'the h.ucltomcst teams oa tM islatld. Nr. John NOrton who 
owns *GO actu, aod has about 40 under cuhivatloft. Ht: rai.std 
lut year about M:lO bushels oats a.ncl pcu and about 30 tons G( 

hay, bctldu t6 or 17 tons of pot.atou, carrou and man~d. 
Mr. S. Connery, owMr a( r6o acr-es, o( whkh lbout,.oart m~re. 
or ltN undar c:ult•vatioo. He ha'l 12 head or cattle, at1d r.a.ts~d 
la~t y .. r about 35 tons of bay and 20 10n1 of roots. 

Amoog the mos.t successful fruit growtl'l are Met•r-.. Tnge 
&: Spiktrman, who have an orchard at 1,6oo tree1. Some of 
their •• C.nada Reinenee;" are a •ighl to wltneu when loa.ded 
d6wn with ftul4 tM bt.ftdiol' braneh«a tvppon~ by a double 
cirde ol ftroac post$ and raib; 24 bous (ol s.o k. tac:b) is not 
an un(nqueot yi<tkt from a single uu.. T'tMy couidu the 
Cauda Rflncue and the ~ On.nCf; ttwir two best apples. 
Mr. \V, E. ScxMt bu t,XJOorehanl trft"l, a larp proportion of 
t.htm but ~eody pluttd.. Mr. Ruc:ld• hu a w.e.U growo 
Ofehard of about 6co trees. Mr. Booth hat about JOO trees.. 
Mr. Mcl..dnan .150. Jofr. Akerman JOO. Mr. I..H •SO· Other 
r-rmt,. h.ave from so tO 100 trees or.., I n theJr orchards. Mr. 
A. A. Bcrrow kcep;s a nicely ordered nurnry g¥rden, where 
fruit 1.nd ornamental trees <tnd 11hrubtof t he choicest descript ion 
m11y be purchascd At very moderate prkc•. h i• to Mr. Burow 
that the compiler of thi.s pa.m.phlet it ehieftv indebted for the 
name. ol the flo•-t:ts, ftms. etc., growing wild on the island. 

The Kf-Mral opinion as to the 5Cfl4 of farming bdt adapted 
to tM klancl may be ptbt-red from the foUowinr not1:1 :-

•· At RI:GA&DS F•umL- Thc islud it pecvt1attr su.iud: for 
the JAlWth ol appiH. ptan.. plums and ckrrin. Apples aDd 
pellrt do wtll on the red alluwlal l.cMtri with mul .sub--soil; 
cherries better if the sub4oi1 bt "bani-pan": plums bt>tt Oft the 
l>l1clc •• bottom land:.... Apples and peat'l 1110 do well on the 
lowlan"'-lf lhOfoughly dl'alned. The favoriW: fruitt are A~$: 
- B•Idwin, Ca.nAda Reineue, Blenheim OranfCe. Wuhhy (for 
winter kteping), and D uchess or Oldenbur~ and Gr.-ven~ttin 

{iummer apples). P~rt.'-Dilrt.lett •nd Vicar of W inkfield . . 
Plt~MS :- VeJiow t:gg, Gret:ttgage, Ml,(num Uonutn: ud Mr. 
Trc.cc rt«Hnmend.Jo •lw his •• Pawn-11udllnc," whkb grows 
t·wb 1he Ji&e ol ».n ordinary eg.r•plum, and it pr-obably the. 
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largnt plum in c..Gten~ Prlmh, (O¥ Pf"t""C'o-ing. a.~ also 
rroo-n by l>Om~t. C:if""Yits:-Thc fa•orit• ~ms to be ••C.o-r­
tmot WoocL.. Ut. Footd has some 1\ne churi« that riptn in 
S111:ptember, and, coming in so late, they f•tth a high priet. He 
e11ll ' the:rtt "Scptt.mbtr ~1ortUos." r•.aches, aprkot& <tnd 
gr~pe:s will ripen only in wil.tm, Jihehered pol!itiun!<. All t he 
'"'"''II fruits grow luxvriantly ilnd yit:ld hart:jt cro~ ; red 11nd 
"•hhe curTom ttl, black curtam!l, I:OOM!b~rrlu. tl&!lpberfies, black 
btrrlb, ttrawbtrrie~~. Ra .11pbcrry C:111ne1 AllAin a height of 0\•tr 
t>ight feet ;•n4 beat panicula.rl)• line berrlt•. Hl111ck currants and 
f;«hot~rrics arc tbe faYOf"iles vrith mo11t ac the)' arll! tht easiest 
to ma,.ket .rithout ris\ ol $po'l'"l'· Stn.••btma; hne ~n 
~:rown on the isLand by t.bt tOR, bl.lt the dlflaalty a~1 mark~­
lnr them jt.tst at the right Unv J"''ed a drawbKlc. Qu-i.nees, 
(hUIAUI.!J, 1faltt.ll.U.. 6J~rts. a_Q C'fOW Wtll. 

a. Cau.u..s.- AII kincb will fCFOW ,.,.11 with good cultiv;a. 
tion •nd dntinagt. \Vhut dOC$ not p•y at pr"tnt prices, and 
'"' ~Nwn gcncnlly o nly in small quanthiu (\lr chicken fefN'I. 
1J111rley n(lt h• demand. Oi'l$ do well. l'u.!l. th• favorite crop, 
oi\lhlllblt e!ipeci~ll)' for rtt>\\•1)• broken lAnd, " "d .:rown principally 
for plg·feeding, l ndi11.n ct1rn ~tOWii 11nd ripcnlC well. tl.bn)' 
cut il g~en 11 ' u fodder~rop. 

J· Roots.-Pocat~~ ,ow "''«'II •••d arc a po~ying crop 
\'iekJ from four to Len to.n.s pt"r acno. Svn~dv; -.·ill product 1 a 
cont t.o the! .cr~ Ma.ogold$ not much I:TO'Wn at p~t. Gar· 
den 'C'getablef ol aU ki.-l:s 6o ''C'II and )'iC'ld la.rg• crops. The 
•• chun·sh«ll SOli.·· o( •-bid. dwre •~ larg'f' pate:h6 btre and 
tht«. ch•efly near tM s~. ptoduoe:n p&.r1k-lltarly fine ,·egc­
tablu and (Ni t. 

+ THJ-11-"'t CaoP is alm01't imariably a uccess. Gr<a\'IS 
and cluvtr cut trom two to three ton" hJ the acre. On new 
land "Codc,.fool •• is gtncrally liOwn, •U• it i!l strong <1 nd ho1d.i 
h11 ow" 9Kainst the bracken fl.l'ld weed !I : but aft er th lo! land is 
well vndet cuhh•lttion " Timothy" it prcfcN\'id. The (;t vorite 
tltwer.ll a re the Red, \Vhite l)"tc.h a.nd Al.!iike. 

S.· STOCK RAISl~G.-9oth hay ftnd rooi.J being s11 ea~iJy 
I{NWA, a.nd tbe winterltl be:inr as a rule .a mild ud op.tn. it 
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Jt:alllds 10 rt~ that both cattle and thH:p will pay well for 
na•Ang. D•h")·i.nr is vuy pro6tablc:, 10me fa.nMn markttiq 
u much u t,ooo Its. of butter in " yur. p;IP pay pankul.arly 
well. The favorite br~cls a.re for dairy cows. Hots.tein and 
Jcrlitf: llh¢ep, Southdown and Shropfhirt. : pig11, Berkshire. 

6. POlti.Tttv.- T urkey$, gee11c, duck•, c.hh:lccn-11, ~uinea. 
fowl, arc Mil kept on the island. The fa rmer•' wives all say that 
chicle en• pliy w~n. but that more i.- mJidt by Jelling the eggs 
th.an by raisinc young bircb. A r ood hen i.s worth to it• owner 
from $1.00 to S•-SO a ynr. The favorit• brctd!l are Lerhor.u, 
Sp&l'liJh and Plymouth Rode. ScveraJ pc:I"'CM'• have had great 
•ttCCC:U with Turkeys. GHM ate b pt. bJ 1hose whost' {atnl$ 

bont:u on the ~ and are very pf'06tablc •• they 6nd their 
OWft li-·i"C Oft the suds. Both u.tUe and poultfJ' arc pal"tial­
latfy frecc from diilt&M o.. Sah Sprinc lltland. 

M,, JM. Ahr_, lll)'l :-" l h1~ beor• .,~ Jl) 1Prl 1111 lhc i.a.d, TM 
_..'""• "• , .. uo~· hc•c thaa on \'UicuuYtl l .aand. 01\tn tiM":r han tMotC" or lour 
kd of •now whftl •11 h"'"' • mt lt •prin\lln"" AnJ •lilt -~~~~ • """'ily, oominG 
f10m tht 01•1 ~1111-'lll'f, could 11o01 lltrih an ulicr fillet til tlw U., (f'Op5 ut 
•l• '>'Y• wr~~o 1 h:n.,. no:Yct •no•• the fruit CW)I to kll , Twll Yf't" nut o ( ttuor 
tlw ll"itU • •• cn'l!t1u.d~l and l.lneak tht llr• ~~~tlltft dl,lwn. h I. •• aoJq,all~, too, 
hiYIII, d<~tt llldl W. ~1ndy. A (t,i:t Jdlut. aon:ultu.cd 1.0 lht • ood1, Clll euily 

' ''''s- • 4kn a ~lay ... 

J" T"'""-u Tu.p Sll)'1 :-••1 lt.an bten )II! J"*" oa 1k i.lla..t. n... di­
.-tc .. """"' E"'"l _. _. ~ ......a . .. - , ..,. __. '"'lli"C •• WOf\. ...,.. 
pit ... - 1. ...... Uft$ t-~ iHltl ......_. d.• ill tlw ('IW c..,. 
.,.,. ... il .......... "' '-• J'ftfto ..... ....,_ ..... ow Oa-rry llMT ..Qa -

IMcl'li '-'-c .... _-dpt ,.-an ...... 

Jlr. J.',.,./. "-'1 ~~ :-•• I ~- •• &oh !"jwM\c h i ... t. r·t6t- t"vr ft1lil 
C""wlnc 1 «mad<'r tlllm: is .o pa..e in Brilitb Cvlu•W. te ~ ir.. T1lc: -
'"ftttt< Iter, tt.. .,._ lldhhy t llo'l ...,b thot wl .. " •114 Snnw nno:r lies here, 
a.WI I t.IYII ..:~retly ....-n k...,.r~~ tht lht nloO"Ifltf to llC' Ito- '" ' ""' There i• 
torllll!llill t ny wlr.tcr waulwt eltlittlhan Jam,LIIJ l tl,, • •d the• it unly 111111 $bon 
whlk ... 

Mr. 7: IV. M -.lll>it.YI : - " I contid~r '"7 (<~ tin Ill M4+1c y~)uc 10 ~ thaa a 
t~~ l•rr •II ~ •If $3$ ~ 11ot>nlh I••"" ci•t'· t.l7 1~h17 alufiC 1•7 thtir own <0'1 

_ , ~~ .. In 1\.~t~r uc1 CJIK~:ries, wtlic.h it vr••1r -.11 tu. • hrniJr <A ••n.. "'"h•r 
rMiiiiC 11eo:l tl•ifriiiC I ~ l~ bt t ill: IIIOil ptuAII•bl. •ln.. \\'• han J•twy 
e;toW• _ , up... all4 Sc-~ l,.-19. I dlojo1'.!M' vl •1 ,..oducc dliclly Ia N-· 





ol U.LT Sl"a.UfG u.:a...\JfD, 

~ 

1/,., H. kwH. ~~~p:-•• A - ,... ....,._... w.r.c .... Ms a liWt 
Uf(UI ...... • dl or kfkc ..... ~ ..., ,a..c. fill NeM A-nc.. \\'e!MW 
a ~ WMrd ,.-."- u ........ -tom. 0...,... aM ,..,., I ~ ,., 
IM tlct4, ucl fnit po• IIIC Is ...., nr:r proAcabk 11.- ,.,......,, I• ()aurio, 

• IIIII Ol*ll.itf tlw« ill IIIOft .. ._ MMic ~ • fuM tMr. thu '"""' The ctticf 
11 ......... d .. drl, ... 

Market priClO$ obtalna.ble for (ann produce in Victoria or 
Nanaimo (•hipped by S. S. j OJ.n) arcab01.1llJI follows :- Wheat, 
$:115 a ton ; oat.f, $2.8 a loti : peas, S30 a t.on: hat, $14 a ton : 
potatoes, St7 to s~o a ton; turniptl, $6 a ton ; cain• {6 wHks 
old). S8 to S1o c.acb ; lambs (urly), $4•!.0 ueh: younc pip (6 
•"«ita old). Ss,so eac:b ; turb,.s, S•-soto $•.so uda; geut, 
$1 to $ 1 • so ; dut:U, S,. to $8 Pft" doun ; chft•u. S.s to $6 per 
donn ; q-p. a:t to ,.o otnts a doun (~hipped in cas.H eootaitl­
i"C from JOlOJ{) douo); butte:r, 15 to lS emu ~ra..; wool. 
to c•nta P"' .. ; apples., s et:l'lt• p.r .. ; putt. s Cf:lllts per lt.. ; 
ptums, a}( cents .,.,.-II.; merrtu, 4 «nts per a.. ; stra:wt~eff~s. 
s to 8 ~nt1 per • -; red or whit• curnnt1, a to 10 cants per 1tt.; 
black currants. 7 to 10 ce:ntll per 1b.: rOOJI•btniu . 10 cents per 
lb i rupbcnies

1 
8 to to cc.nt1 per lb. : blackbtrriu, 8 to 10 cents 

per lb. 
GENERAL HISTORY. 

The first whit~ Mttlers to arrive Oft the ltla.od were Mr. J. 
P. Booth, the prdft'lt membtr o( parliament, and Mr. H. Sa.Mp-­

. aoo. rorm~rfJ an employe of th• liucbon Bay CompaoJ &I Fort 
Rupe;n. ~ two gu.tlemen, tortttM.r with unra.l othel'$ 
who have MDCI' dted or \tit the island. arrived i.n Augvst 1859-
and a~ still rHicknt then with their famil~ T1M)' came in a 
tchooner which wu a.t that ti~ pfJiftC bctwet:o Y.ctoria aad. 
the newl7 ditcOvered coal mines at Nanaimo; they round the 
llla.nd quite unin.ha.bited n«pt ror the occuional vlsit ol •an· 
dcrlng and marauding Jndia.ns.. Und•r the proclamation or 
Governor Doul"lu. any intendin~ settler W&l permitted toe:hoose 
land ror him~tlr In any desirable tpot, and wa• guaranteed thllll 
whenevu the btnd 10 se-lected aftd -oeeupltd came to the market 
h• should h~ve the right to p~mpt it at a aum not n:ceedin~ 
'' · ' 5 1M'KA· V~rthlsundertlandinc Mestrs. Booth and 
Samps10n and othtn who weA: with tMin t:adt tek:cttd and 
marked 0111 their raocbu. F<M' a tonr time lire on the ifland 
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was of a very rQugh character, and they had much to contend 
with ; ptOYisions all had to be broug ht frCim Victoria (a dit.ta nc;e 
of 40 or 50 mile$ from where they were located) by cano-e or 
tomall boat. The Indians' were dangero us and could only be 
kept in ~heck by fr~quent visitJJ of the gun boot "f.'orward." 
Many were the robberies and even murders th.nt w~re commit· 
ted, and no unfrequent thing was it to stc a miniah•re ntw>&1 

battle going on between the w<~.r canoc~t of opposing t ribes • 
Ptuuhers and woh•cs in those days s"·armed on th~ i~tand 01nd 
prevented an·,. a ltcmpt at keeping catt.le ot sheep. One man 
relates how he a nd his fa ther shot nine pa nthcnc, between them 
within a few weeks one autumn, al'ld the howling of w(lh•cs wa.s 
a constant wurce of disturbance at night:t. Thete were a lso a 
few bears at that timt on the island, and they wc>uld come 
around the r.tncher:c' log hut.s and kill theit pigs a t thcir very 
doors. One day a settler shot a bird from hi-li d t>ot sill, his 
li ttle dog ran to pick it up, a panther pounced on the dog, the 
settler pounded the panther with the- stock of his gun, but it 
would not let the dog go"<an~"cscaped with i t~~ prey into the 
wol.lds. But p;anther$, wolvu and bears a re no longer a terror 
now; a determined war wu waged against them by owners of 
li,·c $loc;.k, and by $1hOOtiog,_and trapping and the U$e of poiM)n 
they wtce alter a while extermina ted, and if ever one has the 
J1ud:1dty to s~·im over from Vancouver hland, 2 colle-ction ii at 
once m<ade a mong the .seu lers and a premium set on his head, 
which with the Government reward of $7.50 is sufficient induc:e­
ment to call out the best hunters in immediate pur.suit, and he 
i.s Very soon dispatched. 

:\bOut the same time that the fi ro~~t white people came on tl1e , 
island there arrived al$0 a number of c:olored people (rom the 
States:, :.nd many of them still remain as residents.. Some or 
the linn white :sett-lerS intermarried with the l ndian:s, :and thus 
has arisen quite a lit tle colony of haJf.breeds. One of the 
resident~~: tdls how twenty year$ or so ago it was no s trange 
thing during the montht o( May or j une to see the 5hor" of 
Gangu hatbor 5warming with l ndia ns- soo or more in num­
ber-their long, curiously shaped ~noe.s dn.wn up on the 
beach, the object of their ,.i•it being to dig, roas t , a nd preun·e 
the doam.Jish. That these vis its must have been made to the 
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.. nw .. pot (or ce-nturies p;:a-ct ~~vi~~ by tlote cnat d~plh c( 

the daun-d1~U Sihl, thl"t-e (our and n~n '" plkcs •s mu<:h :a.s 
8*\ ru («t in d("ptb. with tree;.; JOO ycoaf'ol old nr more g-rowil\(: in 
it: 111d~ed the theory of our informltnt I hilt .. lndianil wer~ 

ro. .. tin$f dam<~ here in Ganl!:u harbor while Mo!lt!l ~A•as writing 
Lhe Pll!IU&tCIICh on Mt. Sinai," 1n:.y not boo llhOf:Nhet without 
foundation. According to hi.!l descri))tion the p roc;e'6S of prc­
'""''i"~ chtm .. wus a~ follow!! :- :\long the "'hore, on land now 
owne.J by Me:.SI'S. Setwdl. Mahou :.nd ::t.:ou, th~y would dig 
1he ''dam ... " gl!tting thtm up out of the v.ct ... ~nd and shingle 
with >11 pte ... "C o( s.:rap iron or a • hard:tok ' .. ti<i:k m.nde ba.rd in the 
fir.. rhtn 1My would make a number of holit,. in th~ ~c:.b, 
och frOm 11 y~trd to a yard ud a half w,d• and about 18 incbu 
d"p.. In th~ holes they W\HII..J plaC'It • ·ood afld ltindllt 6rd., 
I hen thro•• nxb in and makt than hqt, On th~t heatrd fOdts 
I hey •ould empty tbt: dam~ th~tf h.ad dug. hu~l~ and busht:ls 
or them, and etl\er them Jill up with ma~~o and Ng-5 \\'hen tbe 
m.;~ t t; wtr~ ri!mo\•ed I he shtlls wne ;~~ II ope-n and the damr; pa.rt1y 
c.ook~d. Then came lht Ope-r;tti(m or .. ~CIIIInk dtimS "-scoop· 
lng thtm out of the .o~hell . Long, !'lender li tlc:k'i, were then pro­
Ct.~ red. 1\lu.l thc clams beit•g thre~dtd on th.!m, the s licks wer" 
b~nt illtl' " hoop 11nd hung up btfor~ the fire for tht fi ~>h '"' 
bi'O\\'n, Thtn they looked t~try tempting- And were reudy for 
murk,•t, \Vhat t he- l ndian!e d id n1.1t r~uir~ (or hQmt use they 
.old or traded to the lndi.an.s of tbt interior In Can~~ hubor 
lh~t lndt~n .. als>l u~d to et.tch ~>nurmou .. qu~ntities of h~trring 
dvrint: the seasoo. Ther •ould go tlUt in thrir cuo.t5, and 
••1h lont: flat "ticks. t ~ cw 13 f«.t in lena-th and 4\aped lih 
p.adJI<.c, widt •ails l>tidting in the Ngo~ .. , they 111'0Uid scoop up 
the htffinc• by the hundr~ and dump tMm il'l to tht":i.r can~. 
Thtft, on rt~chin~: shore. they would m11ke .1 l<m~;" frAmt-· WOI'k 
o( pol<'•. four or fh•e tie"" high, a.nd hang I he hNring-t to dry in 
the IHift, Th~r would also place ced:H bOIII{h'i in the wnt~r for 
the hcrrin~:s to spawn on. ~md tht: hurrin~o~ ,;p~wn a fter bei•tg 
dricrd in th~ Siull w:'t!e with them an imi)Ort:ll\1 ~•·tide of ~ornmcrce 
with which to t ,.de with the Interior I ndilutJ, Ahout the month 
or AUtf'llit the,smel~ would come into th• h•rbor in itntntnile 
number,, and during the spawning u~'<iOR would be! .t~o thick 
in the "'"'flow wat.cr that they rould n~ily bot •.: ... ught with the 
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hand or drawn on •hore with an ordinary prck• nke or hof>. 
Jftdcd: the)' are still eaught in this way, by thoM who eare for­
them. durin{( the ae.ason. The point owned by Mr. Ed. WaJter. 
a"d Cllllcd " the spit.,. used t'o be a gnat plac:e of ..endu\"ous 
(or the l ndianli. One night there w at wuch a )'tiling lilnd hot. 
l0.11.ing- ""d A ring of guns on t he spit tl11111 t he settlers in t he 
h.llrbor were in con.tiden blc alat1n fe~tl'ing th•t "ome Northern 
fndilll11 h11d arrived, and that 21 fight Willi f;Oi ng nn, ft turned 
u~o~t, howevu, a(terwards, that a pack of h\111CfY ~·olves had 
~ttac:lctd the IndiAnS' dogs and that that wu the c:aulie o( t he 
di»turbatKe. 

Amotlfe' the nrftnt white settlers on the i•t.and. who are 
scilllivinc tMn, aad whose namlf':Shave noc yet b«ft !Mflltioaf:d.. 
are Mr. Norton and Mr. Robil'ltOn, •-1\o tame in t85o. and 

Mu_.,._ )lu~U aod Akerman, whQ arrived a fe w yean la tu. 

Thelir•t Khool house e«ettd on the ittand wu that "itu­
a ttd at what ii now c:alkd the Ve1uviut fett ltmtnt: the orig1nal 
one waJ built soon l'fter the firs t M:ttlel't a rrived: ~nother ont 
!iUbJI~uenlly took its place, buih on the a:ame llpot ; bath lheJoe 
wet• los:- bulldinJ{.t. T he flr&-t s~hoo1 tuchtr w1u a tolored n1a n 
named Jon,.-. He taught si• days in the wcck, three days At 
the Settlement •nd three day, in a log houte a t the North End. 
Tbe Mcood ~ehool hou-5t mentioned haJ now b«n replaced by a 
mod•rn loot ing frame building, but the old lor one "ill stand$ 
~ butde it, at1d is oeca.sionally used (Of public mklinp or 
Sund•r urYiott. 1lw:re are DOW four Gonrnmc:nt scbools oo 
the h.land, Vesuvius school. 28 pupib. tcachf'f Mr. R. Purdy; 
Nonh End sehool, 18 pupils., tuc.bu Miu McKinnon; the Val­
ley tehool, ~. p'i!pils, tucbu Mr. A. W, Cooke ; Bea,·er Pof.ot 
.ehool, 17 pupils, ltaCher Mr. Geo. Kirke.nd.ale. The pupils at 
thue tchool• ue, m01 ny of them. well advanced, quite a numbtr 
havlnB" pa•ud successfully the High School Entnuw:e E:umina .. 
t iont. T he teachers ' pay is $so a month. 

The An-t minis ter to hold a tdlgidu:t urvlctt Cln the i.slartd 
wu the. Rev. Ebenezer Robson, or the Mt~hoditt Chur<h. He 
pruc:htd in th. old Vesuvius scboolhouJt thiUy yu"' ago. 
After him e.ame the Rev. Thomu Crotby llftd 1M Rtv. Mr. 
Whitt, MclhodiSl mini.st«S. Thty rttlckd on Va.Mo.n•er Is.-
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JaM. and ~id mocthly ~isits to Salt Spriac. n.e lim Churdl 
o( Ene land elerc:ymat~ to cond~~et Mnicu Oft the i:fland was the 
Rev. Mr. Reece, a marri~ mu, who 1ived a t MapH B.ay on 
Vancouver Island, and eame over to S.alt Spring once a mootb. 
He com men~ his duties z6 yeart ago, and remained rour or 
live ycAI'I. After him the Rev. Mr. Holme• used to visit the 
itJand : and nine )•U .rS ago the ltev. C~~onon Owycr was appoint. 
td to the pOll. He used to come ovc• from Chernainut;, on 
V11oncouver hland, and hold rortnifhtly IUvico. The Rev, H. 
Kingham was appointed to take cbtliCC or the Mi.ssKln, in COn• 
n«tion with other work on Vancouv.r, in rSS,, and during hi.s 
ptaJCORte the ptttty li.ule frame Chun:,h o( St. )fark's •"aS built 
t•889) on land don.atcd by Mr. H. Stenns: it 'taods high up 
Oft a rodcy bluff aod is a pct:u.raque objtct ; iu mst wa$ n'l"ai'IJ 
S8oo. about hal£ ol which amount wu ,.;lied amonc the wttltn. 
In 1887 a" Union Church'" wu btilih ift ''the Va.Llf,y,"' the io­
tention bein~ th.at i t should be vied by Methodists. Presbyter· 
t&M atwl t hs Cburcb or £nrfand ali le tt. The members of Lhe 
latter church tlcc:ttd, howh·er, to wotthlp in t he Valley 5-Chool­
housc, and durir~ t he put year, t&9of, l hcy have erected a hand­
JoOmt little ( r.-me dluroh, about a mile (rom the sehool, :at Ful­
ford harbor, which is called St . Mary'•· On the other side or 
Jo"ul(ord harbor s·t.and.s the Roman Catholic Church, a frame 
building, erected in t88+ A priest comet onr (rom Vancou .. er 
bland UMe: a month to hold M-rvkc, the eongrf:g.-tion consist­
inc al~t enti~fyo(balf-brfldt. Tbc Mtthochstsusuallyhave 
unice in the Unioft Chureh and •t th. okl Vesuvius Kbool• 
houM GMt a fortnight. The Oturch ol England is the only 
c:hu~h that has a r~nt mioiA~r on tiM iPand. Tbt 6rst to 
corJM! and R"Side wu the Rev. J. B. Haiolam. a.bout three run 
ago: and, when he left in Janua.rr, 1894, the prcnnt inoombttu, 
Rev, £. F. W ilson. took his place:. Church of England $Cr­
victt aN: now heJd regularly at St. t.hrtr't, St. Mary's and the 
North End au::hoolhouse, and occa11ion•lly at Deaver Point. 

S nit Spring h land is within the Electoral Olitrict of North 
Victoria, and has th 4!; &ati.s(accion o( having a rQident of the 
; .. tand (or its rcpt"esentative, Mr . Booth having been. re-eJeeud 
to 1erve in. t he )iouJre at the last a:ener.l election. ln July, 1894-
Thtr-e IHe two Ju$licc;s or the Peace on tht island. )fr. A. W al-
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Ct't and Mr. Jod Uroad..-e-11, and one ~able, a.lr. \V. lie· 
Fadden. The gaol. a sma.IJ squa.r. whit~ bvikJinr. containing Ill 
hAll a.l\d two cells. ••a.s built nine Y~'""' ago. but has Only been 
occupied about th ·e times, once for Ciltlle .stu ling, t~A•icc ror k-ill· 
ing gume out or season, and tYoic~ (.,r fighting : this speaks well 
lor t he I>CMctenb l.e eMd ition or t he cotnmllnil)'· The keys of the 
1:1101 lltl! kl'JH by Mr. HrQ:uhv~ll . und 1ti1t1 .. tue held in the nar· 
row hAll within. 

-.. ..,.,.., ... 
•rt.e praent population O( the i11 l-..11d i10 HlirNted tO be 4$0-­

A IIU){f number of different n:at ionalit ie• llrc rept<t!lentcd. There 
arc appt()Jitirna.t ely, old and young, t(IO Enf{li.!lh ("r Canadi.lln~). 
50 Scotch, zo lri11h, 22 Portugycse, 13 Swede~. o4 Germans, 2 

Norwc.gi:tns. 34 AmcricaJl'6, 90 H1tll'brt:'edll, 40 C(o!ored, or pardy 
colored pec•ple, 6 Sat)d wich lsh1nd~r~o, 10 ja.pl'ne.~e. also • 
t: g)•ptilln, 2 Gr~cks, ' Patagonian. 

Rt.liciou.s connecttoa i.i about rcpi'Y.IIel'lled 115 (t)IJows :­
Church or Englaftd. uo ; Pre,..b)'ttriu, JO: Methodist, 6o; 
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Roman Ca tholic, 8o; Sapti:; l , :z ; l.\•thcran, •J; Greek Church, 
2 : Co.,g·regational, 3 : Sah•ation Army, 2 : fca,·ing about <40 
whose rd igton i11 unkm~wn. 

T here :tre about 62 married couples on tJ1e island, 35 ,;ingle 
men or widowers, 7 11ingle women Ur widows, 50 young men, 
20 yoong women, 85 boys, & girls, 16 babies. 

ir;~de~ and O..'<:up:•tion~ :u·e repre:se.nted as follows :-Car. 
pcntcn; and builders , .. ; engineers, ;a: blou;ksmilh~ , 3 : brick· 
layerS, 1 : 1:1.\'trn-keeper. • : bom-ding houS(' keepers, 2: stone­
o;:utlers, :z ; hunters, :z : fishermen, 1 ; $~:•1 hunters, 10. 

Then~ is an Odd Fellows' lt'ldtrt with a membership of 38. 
1'\oble Gmnd, P. Purvi$ ; Secret:uy, Jo~. Akerman, jl'. They 
meet onct a month. There are fh•e Post Olllccs on the bhuul, 
, ·h:. : Ve~u,·iull (jl'loe l Broadwell) : North End ( l..tYi Lakin): 
Burgoyne Bay (S. Maxwell) ; F ulford H:ubl)r ( H. M. Roger!<): 
Be:m~~r P.:.int (A. Mclen•H•n), f i\'C steamboat "''hah•es, ,·i~:­
Fern"·ood, V~!l •n• ius H:ty, G;mge!< Harbor, Burjloyne lla)'. F ul­
ford Harbor. Two boMding hou~e,_, ( •) b)' Mr:t~. Sten~n~. 3 t 
Voe!iu\'iut~, rQilmy and home-like, with a ccommodation (or u 
guc-s1.s: charges by t he day, $ r, by the wt-ek, S5. (2) by J . 
. :\kennan , in the Valley, charges th~ same. One t;t\'ern, with 
b;11rroom a t FulfQrd h;ubor, by H . M. Ro~ers. One general 
store, VestH•ius Day. by£, J. Oit11ncourt. 

Quite <t num\)¢r of the H:Alf·breed." on the Island s till gain 
their Ji,•elihood to a considerable e xtent \>y htmtin.g; othtr:~ go 
to the Mni•lland for tl1e sa lmon fishing in th~ 1::rascr Rh·er 
during the !i<:ason, <tnd ~tmong t hose li,·ing 011 the I s lant.! ace 
:~ever:tl professional scalers. who. IU the lxginning ~;~( e:1ch ye;•r 
- about J;IUu.;trr - join 3 sealin~ ~·eslH!l in Victoria and sail aw11y 
3.oeoo miles across the ootiln to the co:ts t of J:tp:m, a ' 'Oy:-.ge of 
:tl'!Qut 6o dity:~, not expect ing to be home again before the 
following Sep-tcm~r or Oct()ber. It M"i'rtt..'l a l oti~ w:ty to ~o, 
but :111 thty will often bring back from $ 1,(l()O to $r, :zoo i n their 
pockets, they tind it well worth their while to make th~ trip. 

CONCL.UOING REMARKS. 

A gfanee ;~ t the ma p in.~:id i' of the cover will show the geogm­
phical position that Salt Spring bland holds as rt"gards the rest 
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o.>f t he world. It will be noticed tha t its long itude i S~t 2J degrees 
30 minutes W est of Greenwich, :lnd that its lat itude is very 
nt.t~ rly 49 degrees North of the equa tor. Jt is .sep:mued ftom 
the lnrgc (stand of Vancou,•er on the \Ve::~ t by a n;arrow but 
n:wi~:·lble se:l ch:mnel, :md to the East and Notth of it an~. 
numerous other s ma.ller islands. aU lying within the St rnit of 
Georgia. On Kuper hland, ju.st North o( Salt S pring i$ an 
Indian stu lement . Moresby Is land to the South is the domain 
of Ctatnain Robertson, who.> own:<. the whole island and reside :!> 
upon it wlth his (amity. Phaml)(:r Pass haS: quite 3 seu1ement 
of whitE" people, and steamboat connection with V;ancou,·cr, 
~ew \Ve~otmin~ter :and NaMimo, as well as ,-..ith Victoria. 
Saank h P"'ninsula to the South, iS! It pa rt of V:an~;ou,•wr Island, 
a nd there a tailway, only ju$t opened, con.nocts with the City of 
Victoria- t w(' trains daily each war. The F...!iquim.;ah :and Nan­
aimo Riiilway runs Nort hw:ud rrom Victoria to Nanaimo ;and 
'Wellingtoil, sonte fll'w miles back from the ~;a channel to the 
:eft of the map, and is shortly to be extended to Comox. To 
"ct~~ tch the train," a boat must be hir"'d eithel' l\t Burgoyne Ua)' 
or Vesu\•iuS: B:.y, to ""'aeh the UppO!!ite :o:hore (the charge b.,.inK 
$1.~0) :and t hen there i~ <l wa lk or a few n1iles to the r:ailw;ay ; 
or a boat may be taken from Fulford Hatbor ot Be:wer Point 
to Sidney, tht r:ailvmr terminu.-. on the S;·wnich Penin~ul :1 . But 
the ll!lua1 "''il)' o t gcttinK to Victoria or Nnoaimo. and also of 
sendiftl{ produce to or r~ei,·ing s totts from the city, is by $team· 
:ship ., j oan, "-a \'ery .,;omrort<tbly lilted up p.;u;5t"nger ' 't"ssel of 
5-H tO•lS registu. The chatg-e lot sing le- passage to Ol' frC'm 
Vi~;toria i-t~ $z.oo, return t ick~l $3.00; to tlr from N:amtimo, 
$1.50, return Sa.25. Freight to Victoria $.a. so a ton : to Nao· 
:aimo $ ::.00. Me01 l~ Qn bonrd, very good ;~nd well sc:ned, 50 
cents. Stateroom for t he night, extta 75 cents. A trader on 
board, n tamed J. Wilion, dud a good deAl of bu~ines!l with the 
Sa lt Spring rarmers. Th.: " joan" nrrh•es up from Victori tt on 
T uesda)', in the forenoon, calling at Burgoyne Bay at about 
1 t a .m. and Vc:$uviu:s Bay 1 2 noon, and then~;.e proce~ding on 
her northern course 35 milts to Nanaimo, a nd 01) 56 miles f\lr· 
ther to Comox. S he return$ on Saturday, taking t heothtr s idt> 
or the Island on her down ttip, and ca lling at F'ern 'II•OOd (North 
End), Ganges Harbor a bout 9-45 a.m •• and F ulford Harbor 
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about 10.45 a.m. The following Tuesday she goes up on the 
East s ide of the Is land and down on the We$t tide on Satur· 
day, thus c;h;mging her course every wHk. There is alwaY11 a 
g~at gathering at the wh;trf on " stumbOil.t day :" some are 
perhaps going on board and );Ome have come to meet friends ; 
others hAve farm produ~ 10 ~ip or stores to receive ; there ;~.re 
cnt~ of pOult.ty, boxes of eggs, cases or buttcr,lambs or sheep 
lying uncomfortably on their sides with their legs pinioned, little 
pigs cartfu lly bo.t:td up, und g rc<tt old hQg!l with their feet tied 
fi rmly to a PQit: by whieh they will be carried, yelling and !ltrug­
gling but incapable of ~sist:ance, on board. All aroorid the 
whllrl' under the trees arc picturesquely g rouped the settlers' 
saddle ponies .nnd com•eyan«s, ox-teams, one-horM oarts, 
heavy wargons with hoi'$C$. spring buggie-s, etc. The boat 
com¢5, rope• are thrown- a U is bustle-for a while-then a deep 
whistle, plank dra\\'n in, and olf $he goe.s again. Settlers croWd 
tarnund the little Post Office window to get their mail ud their 
freight bills, then all di14ptrSe, a nd the wharf i.s let\ empty and 
deserted. 

It rem.aio.s now only to add that the chief wants felt by 'he 
setden;, and which they hope will erdong be • upplie-d, are:-

a st . A d()(;tor. Not that the~- is much sic.knen-.far other. 
wise. The island setms to have a wonckrful immunity from 
d isea..sc of all k-inds, whether as affecting man, bea$t or foeathered 
fowl. But there a rc occnionAIIy cases wht>n a doctor' s pret~· 
ence i$ moil urgeotly and promptly needed, and norte is to be 
found nearer than.Maple Bay: it is hard a lso on a poor settler 
to have to pay $ 15, $20 or $a5 for the !'lingle visit of a medical 
prac,•honer. A doctor who would m-ake his lh·ing partly by 
farming, with the a nnual grant from the government or $ 200-oo, 
tand the fees he would coltec-.t frnm his patients on Salt Spring 
and the adjacent i, la.nds, mig ht pass a very euy and enjoyable 
Ji(e. 

and. A family hotel, built on 5()me pretty spot ovulooking 
the sta. 

3rd. A g ood genera] store in some central :tpot. 



41111. A s;hoe maker. 

st ... Tc-1erraphk (« tt:lf,p~) commuaieation with Van. 
~ve:r bland. 

6th. More rrequt:nt stumboat wcrvicc, f"lipt<ially in !IUm• 

mer when smaiJ fruili are: liable to tpoil, i( not shipped a t on«. 
A daily ferry lo Sidney, to 4:onnec1 '4'ith the Sallnich train would 
be V\'lry advantageous. 

71h. More settlen;. That the la.nd 1.- worth ha\•in.r is 
proved by the 101pidity with whkh ll has been all taken up. No 
!(Ovcmment Iandi rt:m.ain now on the mnrket-, with the excep­
tion or~ mountain ranges and a tract nnr the Ut'U~ o( the 
bland., calltd the Crube:rty Maqh. But owners o( large 
farms are. maar oCt~. willin.r to di\id.t up and ~ o( 

a pcnion ol tkir prop«ty, ~ tber an obc:aia a &ir 
Sprt. As diarilflJ:" bad i<l e:apensin. tht-re i• a vut di.,-neou 
MtwHn the pnce of dared land undtt' eulth•ation,, aod tha.t 
whkh it lhll prime,·aJ fOttit. TM market value o( the (ormer 
i.- frNn $50-oo to $125.00 ptr •~n·, IC('Ofding co ~iuaation an4 
character of t'Oil, while the latter may be purehaMd a t from 
$7.00 to S•s.oo per acre. 

Tl" pa rtie$ in Victoria and Nanmmo with whom the Sah 
Spring hland farmer~ for the mo~t part do I heir trading arot :-

VICTORIA. 

Henry Sau11~ \\' hol.e:AJe and R.etaJI Grocer, Johnson Street. 
Simon I.Ai~r. Whok-:sak Gronr, Yath Street, 
T. G. Rayrsor, CentuJ Grottr, 19 Ci1y Markt1. 
S. Sc:hocft, Geoeral Groorr, 177 [)ou&l&ti Scffft. 
L. Dk4cini01"1, General Grocu ud Ftd, II.) Dourtas Str~L 
T . Portu .9: Sons., Bu1cher5, John~ Strnl. 
E"'kiM & Wall, Gtfttral Gr«ttf, cornu Government and J:on 

S~ree11. 
f'cll & Co., Ctnco.rlll Croc~u:, For& Slrtt:t. 
Hrllckman & Ker, P'eed. Government SHeet. 
J."red, Carne, Jr., Groc~r and Provi!lion~ . Va1~11 Street. 
W. J. Mitchell, Butcher, Oougltu Strttl. 
Lawr•n<e G~re, Butcher, Govunment and johnson Street. 
Van Volk~tnburgh, B'utcht:r, Vatu Strter. 
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NANAIMO. 

Lawrence Manson, Genera.! GrQC:er. 
D. H. Beck.ley, Butchtr. 
Co-opcrati,•e S tore Grocery a.od Butcher Departments. 
B~\'ilockway, General Groc;er and Fruiterer. 
£,d. Quennell, Buteher. 
A. R. j ohnson & Co., General Gnx.~r ;and Feed. 

Copies or this pamphlet may be obtained rrom the compiJ~.-. 
Rev. E. F. Wilson, Salt Spring Island, 1}, C. Price, 25 centt~ 
single topy ; Sz. so per dozen. 


