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AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTAWA

WEDNESDAY, the 4th day of March, 1942
PRESENT:

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
GENERAL IN COUNCIL'

WHEREAS in view of the serious situation prevailing in 
the Province of British Columbia arising out of the war 
with Japan it is deemed necessary for the security and 
defence of Canada to further steps for the evacuation of 
persons of Japanese race from the protected areas in 
Province;

NOW, THEREFORE, His Excellency General in 
Council, on the recommendation of the Right Honourable 
W. L. Mackenzie King. the Prime Minister, and under and 
by virtue of the powers conferred by the War Measures 
Act, Chapter 206 of the Revised Statutes of Canada, 1927, 
is pleased to make the following regulations and they are 
hereby made and established accordingly:

Interpretation

1. (1) In these Regulations unless the context otherwise 
requires—

 (a) “Commission” means the British Columbia Security 
Commission established under the provisions of this 
Order.

 (b) “Minister” means the Minister of Labour.
 (c) Other words and phrases shall have the same 

meaning as in the Defence of Canada Regulations. 

British Columbia Security Commission
 

2. (1) There shall be a Commission, to be known as the 
British Columbia Security Commission, which 
shall consist of three members, a Chairman and 
two Commisioners, who shall hold office during 
pleasure.

(2) The members of the Commission shall be 
appointed by the Governor in Council, on the 
recommendation of the Minister, and shall be paid 
such remuneration and allowances as may be fixed 
by the Governor in Council.

(3) Except as otherwise herein provided any act of the 
Commission shall require the concurrence of all 
members of ·the Commission.

(4) Where for any reason any member of the 
Commission is unable to act, the Minister may 
appoint temporarily a substitute member, upon 
such terms and conditions as he may determine.

(5) The headquarters of the Commission shall be at a 
place selected by it in the Province of British 
Columbia, and meetings of the Commission may 
be held at the headquarters, or at such other place 
in British Columbia or elsewhere, as the Chairman 
may decide.

(6) The members of the Commission shall take and 
subscribe an oath before any Superior Court judge 
in the Province of British Columbia, which shall 
be filed in the office of the Clerk of the Privy 



Council, and which shall be in the following form:
 “I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. solemnly and 

sincerely swear that I will faithfully and honestly 
fulfil the duties which devolve upon me as a 
member of the British Columbia Security 
Commission.”

3. The Commission may, with the approval of the 
Minister, make by-laws not inconsistent with the provisions 
hereof, for the direction, conduct and government of its 
business.

4. Every document purporting to be or to contain a by-
law, order or other instrument of the Commission, and 
purporting to be signed by the Chairman, shall be evidence 
of such by-law, order or other instrument.

5. (1) The Commission may, with the approval of the 
Minister, employ such professional, technical and 
other officers, clerks and employees as it may 
deem necessary for the proper conduct of its 
affairs, and may, with the approval of the 
Governor in Council, fix their remuneration.

(2) The Commission may utilize the services of any 
officer, servant or employee of any department of 
the Government of Canada loaned by the Minister 
thereof.

6. (1) The Commission may enter into contracts, and 
hold property, real or personal, and shall be 
deemed to have the powers necessary to perform 
the duties assigned to the Commission, including 
all powers incidental to the performance of the 
said duties.

(2) The Commission may sue, and, with the consent of 
the Attorney General of Canada, be sued in its own 
name, in respect of its own acts, but such 
proceedings shall only be taken in the Exchequer 
Court of Canada.

(3) The Commission shall in all matters, including 
those relating to the responsibility of the members 
of the Commission for the acts of any servant or 
agent of the Commission, be deemed to be an 
agent of the Crown.

 7. (1) No transaction shall be entered into by the 
Commission involving an expenditure in excess of 
fifteen thousand dollars, except with the approval 
of the Governor in Council.

(2) No real property shall be purchased by the 
Commission except with the approval of the 
Governor in Council.

8. The Commission may enter into any arrangement with 
any department of the Government of Canada or of the 
Government of the Province of British Columbia for the 
use of or occupation of any Dominion or Provincial Crown 
Lands.

Advisory Committee

9. (1) There shall be appointed by the Governor in 
Council an Advisory Committee to the British 
Columbia Security Commission, to consist of not 
more than twenty members, to advise the 
Commission on all matters relating to the duties of 
the Commission.

(2) Meetings of the said Advisory Committee may be 



called by the Chairman of the Commission.
(3) Any member of the said Advisory Committee may 

be paid his actual reasonable disbursements 
incurred in connection with the performance of the 
work of the Advisory Committee.

Duties and Powers of Commission
10. (1) It shall be the duty of the Commission to plan, 

supervise and direct the evacuation from the 
protected areas of British Columbia of all persons 
of Japanese race.

(2) For the purpose of performing the duties aforesaid 
the Commission shall determine the time and order 
of the evacuation of such persons, the mode of 
transport and all matters relative to the placement 
of such persons.

(3) The Commission shall provide for the housing, 
feeding, care and protection of such persons in so 
far as the same may be necessary.

(4) A plan or plans for the evacuation and placement 
aforesaid shall be submitted to the Minister, and 
shall be put into operation by the Commission 
when approved by the Minister.

11. (1) The Commission shall have power to require by 
order any person of the Japanese race, in any 
protected area in British Columbia, to remain at 
his place of residence or to leave his place of 
residence and to proceed to any other place within 
or without the protected area at such time and in 
such manner as the Commission may prescribe in 
such order, or to order the detention of any such 
person, and any such order may be enforced by 
any person nominated by the Commission so to 
do.

(2) The Commission may make orders respecting the 
conduct, activities and discipline of any person 
evacuated under the provisions of these 
Regulations.

Custody of Japanese Property
12. (1) As a protective measure only, all property 

situated in any protected area of British Columbia 
belonging to any person of the Japanese race 
resident in such area (excepting fishing vessels 
subject to Order in Council P.C. 288 of the 13th 
January, 1942, and deposits of money, shares of 
stock, debentures, bonds or other securities), 
delivered up to any person by the owner pursuant 
to the Order of the Minister of Justice dated 
February 26, 1942, or which is turned over to the 
Custodian by the owner, or which the owner, on 
being evacuated, is unable to take with him, shall 
be vested in and subject to the control and 
management of the Custodian as defined in the 
Regulations respecting Trading with the Enemy, 
1939; provided, however, that no commission shall 
be charged by the Custodian in respect of such 
control and management.

(2) Subject as hereinafter provided, and for the 
purposes of the control and management of such 
property, rights and interest by the Custodian, the 
Regulations respecting Trading with the Enemy, 
1939, shall apply mutatis mutandis to the same 



extent as if such property, rights and interests 
belonged to any enemy within the meaning of the 
said Regulations.

(3) The property, rights and interests so vested in and 
subject to the control and management of the 
Custodian, or the proceeds thereof, shall be dealt 
with in such manner as the Governor in Council 
may direct.

Departmental Assistance
 13. All departments and agencies of the Government of 

Canada shall assist the Commission by lending to the 
Commission such personnel and by furnishing such 
medical aid, hospitalization, food, clothing, transportation, 
use of land, buildings, equipment, utilities and other 
supplies and services as are available, and may be required 
by the Commission, and in particular, but without 
restricting the generality of the foregoing, there shall be 
furnished to the Commission,—

(a) assistance by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
in the compiling of information concerning the 
persons to be evacuated under these Regulations in 
the segregation and concentration of such persons 
and in the maintenance of public security in 
respect thereof.

(b) assistance by the Department of Transport in the 
transportation of persons evacuated under these 
Regulations.

(c) assistance by the Department of National Defence 
by furnishing personnel to advise on and assist in 
the housing, feeding and clothing of persons 
evacuated under these Regulations.

(d) assistance by the Department of Munitions and 
Supply in advising upon and entering into 
contracts or other arrangements to provide 
housing, food, supplies and services for such 
persons.

(e) assistance by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
and/ or the Department of National Defence in the 
protection of persons evacuated under these 
Regulations and in the maintenance of public 
security in respect thereof.

(f) assistance by the Department of Labour in 
establishment of work camps and in providing 
employment, and in particular in the absorption of 
evacuated persons in the Canadian Japanese 
Construction Corps constituted by Order in 
Council P.C. 1271 of February 17, 1942, or in the 
work camps established under Order in Council 
P.C. 1348 of February 19, 1942, or in any other 
activity in which such persons can be employed 
without prejudice to the public safety or the safety 
of the State, outside the protected areas in British 
Columbia.

Provided, however, that notwithstanding the provisions 
of these Regulations any minister responsible for the 
administration of any of the departments or agencies of the 
Government shall have the right to determine whether or 
not any item of assistance requested can be made available.

Expenses
14. All expenses or costs incurred by the Commission or 



by any department or agency of the Government of Canada 
in connection with the enforcement or administration of 
these Regulations shall be payable out of moneys 
appropriated by Parliament to carry out measures deemed 
necessary in consequence of the existence of a state of war.

Offences
15. Every person who contravenes or fails to comply 

with any of these Regulations or any order or by-law made 
under any of these Regulations shall be guilty of an 
offence, and liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollars, or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding twelve months, or to both such fine and 
such imprisonment

16. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to limit 
or derogate from the powers conferred on any authority 
other than the Commission by the Defence of Canada 
Regulations or any other stature or law.

A. D. P. HEENEY,
38-1 Clerk of the Privy Council.


