
DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF
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Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 
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respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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Andria Scanlan of Transition Salt Spring shares Anil Pereira’s happiness with his ceramic dish being 
“FIXED!” at the Sept. 21 Repair Cafe at the Salt Spring Island Multi Space. 

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Community groups are already putting for-
ward their ideas on how Salt Spring’s Local 
Community Commission (LCC) should utilize 
the former Phoenix School property, with 
details on how decisions might be made still 
under wraps –– and despite staff indicating 
they are unlikely to take possession of the 
building before the new year. 

Phoenix Elementary closed its doors at 163 

Drake Rd. in 2023, due to declining enrolment 
and an operational budget defi cit, according 
to school district offi cials; in August of this 
year, the LCC directed staff to express their 
interest in leasing the building and facilities, 
calling it a “valuable community asset” that 
LCC could manage by making it more avail-
able to smaller community organizations for 
varied uses.  

With little public information since, several 
groups have informally approached individual 

commissioners with thoughts about how to 
use the space, LCC members reported at their 
Sept. 19 meeting. The fi rst formal proposal 
also came at that meeting, when Chuan Soci-
ety chair Kajin Goh suggested it be used for a 
winter warming space and community hub.

That delegation brought the lack of public 
plans –– as well as a critical timing issue –– 
into sharp focus for commissioners. 
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Warming space proposal highlights eagerness of community 

Repair 
Cafe’s 
a hit

PARKSVILLE 531 STANFORD AVE E #1A
KEATING 25-6809 KIRKPATRICK CR

SIDNEY 103-2031 MALAVIEW AVE
NANAIMO 624 COMOX RD

VICTORIA 540 JOHN ST
LANGFORD 2663 SOOKE RD 

SAANICHTON 6722 BERTRAM PL 

Visit us at one of our 
ISLAND LOCATIONS!

including the new  
         BOYD AUTOBODY & GLASS  
     COMMERCIAL & FLEET DIVISION  
  (6722 Betram PI, Saanichton, BC) boydautobody.com

Sidney

Saanichton

Victoria

Parksville

Nanaimo

Duncan

Richmond
Surrey

Vancouver
1

99

18

Langford

Keating

14

17

14

14

17

USAUSACANADA
CANADA
CANADA

7 

Your Community Newspaper Since 1960  •  gulfislandsdriftwood.com  •  250.537.9933

Wednesday, 
Sept. 25, 2024

64th year
Issue 39
$1.50

G U L F  I S L A N D S

• Country Grocer
• Thrifty Foods 

• The Local Liquor St.
• Home Hardware

INSERTS:

GROW YOUR
COMMUNITY

Buy 
Local

inside:

Bach’s Cello Suites at 
ArtSpring pre-season event8

Arts and Entertainment .....8
Classifieds .......................10
Editorial ............................4
Island Life .......................11
Letters ...............................5
Sports & Rec ...................12
What’s On .........................9

• Country Grocer

• Pharmasave

• Thrifty Foods

INSERTS:

SIMS fl ooded with items
BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

When it comes to when, where and how to 
get things fi xed on Salt Spring, the good news 
is catching on. 

Nearly 150 people participated in the Tran-
sition Salt Spring (TSS) Repair Cafe on Satur-
day, held in the printmakers’ room at the Salt 
Spring Island Multi Space (SIMS). 

Andria Scanlan, the TSS manager of edu-
cation and programs and a climate coach, 
reported that 21 volunteer fi xers with exper-
tise in everything from darning and mending 
to micro-electronics and woodwork were on 
hand over the three-hour period, which saw 
more than 100 islanders bring in all manner of 
treasures in need of repair. 

“Folks brought in old heaters, antiques that 
had travelled over with settler families, ghetto 
blasters, speakers, blue jeans and blankets. We 
had lamps, toasters, mixers and broken china. 
While preventing items from unnecessarily 
ending up in the landfi ll is a primary goal of 
the event, many folks told us it was the com-
munity experience that delighted them.”

LOCAL COMMUNITY COMMISSION 

Vacant school site proves popular

REPAIR CAFE continued on  3
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NorthSaltspringWaterWorks.ca/projects

To review and comment on 
these projects visitOpen Houses to review the projects are scheduled for 

Oct 22 & Oct 30 • 2-7 pm at Meaden Hall, Legion Branch 92

Today, we’re building a more resilient system to ensure 
a sustainable water supply for Salt Spring Island’s future.

For 75 years, North Salt Spring Waterworks has been the primary steward 
of our most precious resource on Salt Spring Island — water.

Building Resiliency

Proposed easing 
of the water 

moratorium on the 
Maxwell Lake side 

of the system.

Raising the weir 
on St. Mary Lake 
to improve supply 

resiliency and sustain 
flows to Duck Creek.

Constructing a new 
water treatment plant 

on Maxwell Lake to 
improve water quality 

and supply.

Connecting the 
two systems to 

enhance flexibility 
and reliability.
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WITH: MC Anne ParkinsonWITH: MC Anne Parkinson

WHEN:
2:00pm Tuesday, 

October 1st.

WHERE:
Program Room at the 

Salt Spring Library

WHAT
SUBSIDIES?

Chris Humphreys
& Scott Hylands 

CLIMATE
CHANGE IS HERE!
Marian Hargrove
& David Denning

FEATURING:

SING ALONG WITH VALDY 
on his new song, "Stop the Subsidies, 

Fund the People!" Peter Prince will 
make a video, to be sent to all federal 

Members of Parliament.

LATER IS TOO LATE!

3RD PLACE

WE DID IT AGAIN!

We are deeply grateful to share that 
your Gulf Islands Driftwood has 
received four recognitions at the 2024 
Canadian Community Newspaper 
Awards, competing with papers much 
larger than ours.

This achievement wouldn’t be possible 
without the unwavering support of our 
readers and advertisers. Thank you for 
trusting us to tell your stories and keep 
our community connected.

250-537-9933 
241 Fulford-Ganges Road
gulfslandsdriftwood.com
driftwood@gulfslandsdriftwood.com

 It is an hono
ur

to serve you
.

G U L F  I S L A N D S

3RD PLACE

WE DID IT 

We are deeply grateful to share that 
your Gulf Islands Driftwood has 
received four recognitions at the 2024 
Canadian Community Newspaper 
Awards, competing with papers much 
larger than ours.

This achievement wouldn’t be possible 
without the unwavering support of our 
readers and advertisers. Thank you for 
trusting us to tell your stories and keep 
our community connected.

 It is an hono
ur

D
R

IF
TW

OOD EARNS

N

ATIONAL AW

A
R

D
S

!

WW
OO ARNNSS

ATATA
AWAWA

A

W

A

W
 4

GENERAL EXCELLENCE 
Circulation 1500 to 6499Circulation 1500 to 6499Circulation 1500 to 6499

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE
Circulation 1500 to 6499

4 |  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2023   

 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Hearing 
all sides

A 
visit by former Conser-

vative Party of Canada 

leader Erin O’Toole as 

a Salt Spring Forum 

guest on Oct. 17 highlighted 

the troubled state of Canadian 

political dialogue. 

O’Toole described how parliamentary debate had 

deteriorated in recent years as politicians tied their 

responses to their social media feeds. Recent heckling 

of new House of Commons Speaker Greg Fergus as he 

spoke about House decorum underscored his point. 

Hyperbole and bombast do get media attention, 

but they are not useful for achieving clear and effec-

tive communication. Also not useful is the unfor-

tunate practice of automatically ascribing negative 

motives to people with views that differ from one’s 

own. That is something we 

are seeing with the cur-

rent Bylaw 530 debate. 

Some people opposed 

to Bylaw 530 have sug-

gested the motivation is 

to increase the wealth of 

private property owners 

whose property values 

would rise as a result of 

having the right to build an accessory dwelling unit. 

Supporters of the bylaw have suggested its oppo-

nents are simply being cruelly indifferent to those in 

need of housing. 

This situation illustrates clearly something O’Toole 

talked about: people are not stepping outside of their 

bubble – of social media or otherwise – to consider 

another possible viewpoint.  

But if one listens with an open mind to people on 

all sides of an issue like Bylaw 530, it can affi rm that 

people’s intentions are positive, even if their opin-

ion cannot be embraced or even tolerated. Those 

opposed to creating accessory dwelling unit capacity 

on Salt Spring are not without empathy for the inse-

curely housed on the island; they steadfastly believe 

that the island cannot support an increase in density 

the bylaw could potentially (if not realistically) facili-

tate, from an environmental standpoint.

On the other side, those in favour of Bylaw 530 

are not just out to line pockets and damn the envi-

ronment in the process. They know many people 

who work here and live in substandard accom-

modations or in places that don’t conform to the 

land’s zoning. They know the stress and other 

community-wide problems that arise as a result. 

House of Commons debate and decorum needs 

to improve, as does the way islanders view each 

other when it comes to dealing with the various 

crises we face together. 

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
Public dialogue

WE SAY:
We can do better

Reader lauds newspapers
BY GAIL NEUMANN

I was recently notified 

that my subscription to 

the Driftwood was about 

to expire, and I started to 

ponder why I support a local paper in 

this age of instant internet communi-

cations. Well, there are many reasons. 

Our history has been recorded in 

local publications for over a century. 

Researchers use newspapers to tell 

stories of our past. Genealogists use 

these publications to locate ancestors 

and map their family history. There is 

permanence and reliability in newspa-

pers that will be lost by the internet. 

Although the information may never 

be totally erased, it will not be easy 

to find, nor come in an organized and 

reliable format.

Perspectives can differ about local 

news events. But, I find it easier to 

trust a trained journalist, overseen by a 

professional managing editor, to check 

and re-check facts, than to trust a pas-

sionate online blogger. The newspaper 

and the journalists are facing higher 

stakes; their professions and business 

are on the line.

Social media giants have boosted 

the importance of local newspapers. 

Now that local news is blocked in many 

feeds, more people are relying on the 

local papers for community news. 

Chances are they are getting a more 

accurate picture of local events than 

they previously found on the internet.

Too many small towns across the 

country have lost their local newspa-

pers. In one such rural community, 

there is now just a regional weekly 

paper that covers several small towns 

within a wide radius. Residents now 

have to rely on notices at the post 

office to find out about the 

passing of neighbours, or 

fundraisers by local chari-

ties.

There is less opportunity for stories 

and photos of local events because 

of competition for space. Events that 

are important locally might not be of 

interest to the town 20 miles down 

the road, and might be skipped. Chil-

dren have fewer opportunities to see 

their milestones in print and to build a 

scrapbook of memories. There is, after 

all, a sense of affirmation from being 

featured in the local paper that is lost 

on social media. 

Subscribers check the newspaper 

for local news, coming events, fund-

raisers, political statements, govern-

ment announcements, advice from 

local authorities and more. There is 

even room for personal opinions in 

the letters to the editor (and they are 

all signed!). The newspaper offers a 

well-rounded picture of community 

life, including subjects one may other-

wise never have studied. There is also 

the convenience of getting local fly-

ers delivered in the newspaper every 

week. 
Yes, local community internet feeds 

have a growing presence in our time. 

They are very useful and important. 

But they don’t replace the newspaper. 

Please take my advice and subscribe or 

regularly purchase the local paper. I’ve 

renewed my subscription. 

Now, please excuse me while I sit 

down and peruse this week’s news.

The writer is a longtime Salt Spring 

Island resident and lived on Saturna 

Island before that. 
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be abandoned this 

time?
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Earth Dayefforts
S alt Spring’s traditional 

Earth Day festival returns 
to Centennial Park after a 
few years’ hiatus, bringing 

community awareness and inspi-

ration to environmental action.
Organized by Salt Spring Parks and Recreation, 

participating groups include Transition Salt Spring, 

Island Pathways, Salt Spring Conservancy, Salt Spring 

Water Preservation Society, the Green Party of Can-

ada, Salt Spring Native Plant Stewardship, Green 

Loans – Transition Salt Spring Enterprise Cooperative 

and the Green Ground Society.
As Michelle Grant explains in her letter to the 

editor in this week’s paper, people can take up the 

Earth Day Challenge at the Green Party of Canada 

booth at the park, committing to implementing 

one small or big change in their life this year that 
will help combat climate 
change. 

In addition to Satur-
day’s event in the park, 
the first two events in 
Salt Spring Community 
Energy’s Electrify Salt 
Spring festival take place 
this week. Thursday eve-
ning sees a Monitoring 
Your Home Energy and 
Carbon Footprint talk at 
the library, and a trans-
portation and work fair 

runs on Saturday, where people can get a ride on the 

new electric school bus. The Salt Spring Spring Home and Garden Show at 

the Farmers’ Institute on Saturday and Sunday will 

also host a variety of local businesses who can help 

make homes and properties more energy effi cient 

and green. And on Friday, April 21 from 2 to 4 p.m., 

people can show support for safer walking and 

wheeling trails on Salt Spring while on a bike ride 

with MLA Adam Olsen that will traverse sections 

of the future Salish Sea Trail Network. The meet-up 

spot is near the Indigenous welcome fi gure at the 

south end of the hydro fi eld on Rainbow Road. 

Testament to the fact that small actions can make 

a big difference is the momentum seen in the Drift-

wood’s Let’s Pick It Up, Salt Spring island-wide clean-

up campaign this year. The list of community mem-

bers committing to cleaning up Salt Spring roadsides 

and beaches keeps on growing, and we couldn’t be 

more impressed. Take a look at the map on Page 20 

of this week’s paper to see all the areas people have 

signed up for so far. It’s heartening to think that so 

many individuals are willing and able to devote the 

time required to make such a tangible difference in 

the health of their island environment. 

Keep it up, everyone! 

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:Earth Day activities
WE SAY:
Lots of ways to have impact

WHU series: water talks
BY ERIC BOOTHVirtually every discussion 

around increasing develop-
ment/density for workforce 
housing units (WHUs) on Salt 
Spring revolves around availability of water. 

The other three service issues — septic, 

hydro and roads — pale in comparison, as 

those are relatively easy to solve.
All water on the island originates from the 

sky: one metre falls annually. Some is stored in 

lakes, some in our aquifers and huge amounts 

run out to the ocean. We “consume” about 

one per cent of the rain that falls, and deliver 

that entire one per cent back into the envi-

ronment via the oceans, aquifers and atmo-

sphere.
The quantity of rainwater stored in our 

aquifers is entirely dependent upon our 

underground geology. In generalized terms, 

Salt Spring is comprised of three land forma-

tions. The northern section is primarily sand-

stone, while the two southern sections are 

primarily fractured granite. 
Sandstone forms on the bottom of an 

ocean, and then, through tectonic action, 

is sometimes buckled upwards. If it buckles 

high enough it will fracture, creating a good 

aquifer. Channel Ridge, at 220-metres eleva-

tion, is an example of such a sandstone ridge. 

However, travel slightly further north to Sun 

Eagle Drive, at 160 metres, and the buckling is 

less. Subsequently, while wells in the Channel 

Ridge area average three to fi ve  gallons per 

minute, along Sun Eagle you may drill down 

500 feet and get nothing.
Fractured granite is an excellent aquifer, 

and the two southern sections of the island 

rise to 400 to 600 metres. You can drill virtu-

ally anywhere in granite and hit a good water 

supply.
How much water does the average dwell-

ing use? About 120 gallons per day. Since we 

have accepted rainwater catchment as one 

measure, let’s look at its math.
To obtain a CRD building per-

mit for a house, using rainwa-
ter for water, you require 1,500 

square feet of catchment area. 

Three feet of annual rainfall x 1,500 = 4,500 

cubic feet x 6.22 Imperial gallons (IG)/cu.ft. = 

27,990 gal/year. Divided by 365 days = 76.68 

IG = 92.08 US gallons (the measure of well 

output) = .06 USG/min equivalent. Thus the 

maximum water output you can achieve 

solely through rainwater catchment is just 

63/1000ths of a gpm. In other words, the 

output of a one gpm well is the equivalent to 

the absolute maximum yield of 15 rainwater 

catchment systems as described above.

This means, if you accept/support rainwater 

catchment as a potential water supply, then 

any well, with storage, which can sustainably 

produce one gpm, can equally support 15 

homes, and a 10 gpm well = 150 homes.

North Salt Spring Waterworks District’s 

most recent hydrology study on Lake Maxwell 

indicates about 30 million gallons per year is 

safely available, over and above our current 

usage. Using our rainwater example, that is 

enough for over 1,000 WHUs.
And, for fi ve months of the year, about 80 

million gallons of fresh water overfl ows Lake 

Maxwell and drains into the ocean. If the level 

of the lake was raised just six inches, it could 

capture half the winter runoff (lake area = 106 

hectares = 11,409,745 sf x 0.5 = 35,000,000 IG), 

which would be enough for another 1,000 

WHUs.
So, without even mentioning recycling of 

grey water, there is a massive, available water 

supply on the island. All that is required is 

the vision and political willpower to access/

utilize it.

Part 5 of the writer’s workforce housing 

series will look at the other services required, 

and how those challenges can be met.
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ration to environmental action.
Organized by Salt Spring Parks and Recreation, 

participating groups include Transition Salt Spring, 

Island Pathways, Salt Spring Conservancy, Salt Spring 

Water Preservation Society, the Green Party of Can-

ada, Salt Spring Native Plant Stewardship, Green 

Loans – Transition Salt Spring Enterprise Cooperative 

and the Green Ground Society.
As Michelle Grant explains in her letter to the 

editor in this week’s paper, people can take up the 

Earth Day Challenge at the Green Party of Canada 

booth at the park, committing to implementing 

one small or big change in their life this year that 
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A vative Party of Canada 

leader Erin O’Toole as 

a Salt Spring Forum 

guest on Oct. 17 highlighted 

the troubled state of Canadian 

political dialogue. 

O’Toole described how parliamentary debate had 

deteriorated in recent years as politicians tied their 

responses to their social media feeds. Recent heckling 

of new House of Commons Speaker Greg Fergus as he 

spoke about House decorum underscored his point. 

Hyperbole and bombast do get media attention, 
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Hearing 
all sides

A 
visit by former Conser-

vative Party of Canada 

leader Erin O’Toole as 

a Salt Spring Forum 

guest on Oct. 17 highlighted 

the troubled state of Canadian 

political dialogue. 

O’Toole described how parliamentary debate had 

deteriorated in recent years as politicians tied their 

responses to their social media feeds. Recent heckling 

of new House of Commons Speaker Greg Fergus as he 

spoke about House decorum underscored his point. 

Hyperbole and bombast do get media attention, 

but they are not useful for achieving clear and effec-

tive communication. Also not useful is the unfor-

tunate practice of automatically ascribing negative 

motives to people with views that differ from one’s 

own. That is something we 

are seeing with the cur-

rent Bylaw 530 debate. 

Some people opposed 

to Bylaw 530 have sug-

gested the motivation is 

to increase the wealth of 

private property owners 

whose property values 

would rise as a result of 

having the right to build an accessory dwelling unit. 

Supporters of the bylaw have suggested its oppo-

nents are simply being cruelly indifferent to those in 

need of housing. 

This situation illustrates clearly something O’Toole 

talked about: people are not stepping outside of their 

bubble – of social media or otherwise – to consider 

another possible viewpoint.  

But if one listens with an open mind to people on 

all sides of an issue like Bylaw 530, it can affi rm that 

people’s intentions are positive, even if their opin-

ion cannot be embraced or even tolerated. Those 

opposed to creating accessory dwelling unit capacity 

on Salt Spring are not without empathy for the inse-

curely housed on the island; they steadfastly believe 

that the island cannot support an increase in density 

the bylaw could potentially (if not realistically) facili-

tate, from an environmental standpoint.

On the other side, those in favour of Bylaw 530 

are not just out to line pockets and damn the envi-

ronment in the process. They know many people 

who work here and live in substandard accom-

modations or in places that don’t conform to the 

land’s zoning. They know the stress and other 

community-wide problems that arise as a result. 

House of Commons debate and decorum needs 

to improve, as does the way islanders view each 

other when it comes to dealing with the various 

crises we face together. 

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
Public dialogue

WE SAY:
We can do better

Reader lauds newspapers
BY GAIL NEUMANN

I was recently notified 

that my subscription to 

the Driftwood was about 

to expire, and I started to 

ponder why I support a local paper in 

this age of instant internet communi-

cations. Well, there are many reasons. 

Our history has been recorded in 

local publications for over a century. 

Researchers use newspapers to tell 

stories of our past. Genealogists use 

these publications to locate ancestors 

and map their family history. There is 

permanence and reliability in newspa-

pers that will be lost by the internet. 

Although the information may never 

be totally erased, it will not be easy 

to find, nor come in an organized and 

reliable format.

Perspectives can differ about local 

news events. But, I find it easier to 

trust a trained journalist, overseen by a 

professional managing editor, to check 

and re-check facts, than to trust a pas-

sionate online blogger. The newspaper 

and the journalists are facing higher 

stakes; their professions and business 

are on the line.

Social media giants have boosted 

the importance of local newspapers. 

Now that local news is blocked in many 

feeds, more people are relying on the 

local papers for community news. 

Chances are they are getting a more 

accurate picture of local events than 

they previously found on the internet.

Too many small towns across the 

country have lost their local newspa-

pers. In one such rural community, 

there is now just a regional weekly 

paper that covers several small towns 

within a wide radius. Residents now 

have to rely on notices at the post 

office to find out about the 

passing of neighbours, or 

fundraisers by local chari-

ties.

There is less opportunity for stories 

and photos of local events because 

of competition for space. Events that 

are important locally might not be of 

interest to the town 20 miles down 

the road, and might be skipped. Chil-

dren have fewer opportunities to see 

their milestones in print and to build a 

scrapbook of memories. There is, after 

all, a sense of affirmation from being 

featured in the local paper that is lost 

on social media. 

Subscribers check the newspaper 

for local news, coming events, fund-

raisers, political statements, govern-

ment announcements, advice from 

local authorities and more. There is 

even room for personal opinions in 

the letters to the editor (and they are 

all signed!). The newspaper offers a 

well-rounded picture of community 

life, including subjects one may other-

wise never have studied. There is also 

the convenience of getting local fly-

ers delivered in the newspaper every 

week. 
Yes, local community internet feeds 

have a growing presence in our time. 

They are very useful and important. 

But they don’t replace the newspaper. 

Please take my advice and subscribe or 

regularly purchase the local paper. I’ve 

renewed my subscription. 

Now, please excuse me while I sit 

down and peruse this week’s news.

The writer is a longtime Salt Spring 

Island resident and lived on Saturna 

Island before that. 
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Trust need a revised 

public input system?
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time?
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Earth Dayefforts
S alt Spring’s traditional 

Earth Day festival returns 
to Centennial Park after a 
few years’ hiatus, bringing 

community awareness and inspi-

ration to environmental action.
Organized by Salt Spring Parks and Recreation, 

participating groups include Transition Salt Spring, 

Island Pathways, Salt Spring Conservancy, Salt Spring 

Water Preservation Society, the Green Party of Can-

ada, Salt Spring Native Plant Stewardship, Green 

Loans – Transition Salt Spring Enterprise Cooperative 

and the Green Ground Society.
As Michelle Grant explains in her letter to the 

editor in this week’s paper, people can take up the 

Earth Day Challenge at the Green Party of Canada 

booth at the park, committing to implementing 

one small or big change in their life this year that 
will help combat climate 
change. 

In addition to Satur-
day’s event in the park, 
the first two events in 
Salt Spring Community 
Energy’s Electrify Salt 
Spring festival take place 
this week. Thursday eve-
ning sees a Monitoring 
Your Home Energy and 
Carbon Footprint talk at 
the library, and a trans-
portation and work fair 

runs on Saturday, where people can get a ride on the 

new electric school bus. The Salt Spring Spring Home and Garden Show at 

the Farmers’ Institute on Saturday and Sunday will 

also host a variety of local businesses who can help 

make homes and properties more energy effi cient 

and green. And on Friday, April 21 from 2 to 4 p.m., 

people can show support for safer walking and 

wheeling trails on Salt Spring while on a bike ride 

with MLA Adam Olsen that will traverse sections 

of the future Salish Sea Trail Network. The meet-up 

spot is near the Indigenous welcome fi gure at the 

south end of the hydro fi eld on Rainbow Road. 

Testament to the fact that small actions can make 

a big difference is the momentum seen in the Drift-

wood’s Let’s Pick It Up, Salt Spring island-wide clean-

up campaign this year. The list of community mem-

bers committing to cleaning up Salt Spring roadsides 

and beaches keeps on growing, and we couldn’t be 

more impressed. Take a look at the map on Page 20 

of this week’s paper to see all the areas people have 

signed up for so far. It’s heartening to think that so 

many individuals are willing and able to devote the 

time required to make such a tangible difference in 

the health of their island environment. 

Keep it up, everyone! 

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:Earth Day activities
WE SAY:
Lots of ways to have impact

WHU series: water talks
BY ERIC BOOTHVirtually every discussion 

around increasing develop-
ment/density for workforce 
housing units (WHUs) on Salt 
Spring revolves around availability of water. 

The other three service issues — septic, 

hydro and roads — pale in comparison, as 

those are relatively easy to solve.
All water on the island originates from the 

sky: one metre falls annually. Some is stored in 

lakes, some in our aquifers and huge amounts 

run out to the ocean. We “consume” about 

one per cent of the rain that falls, and deliver 

that entire one per cent back into the envi-

ronment via the oceans, aquifers and atmo-

sphere.
The quantity of rainwater stored in our 

aquifers is entirely dependent upon our 

underground geology. In generalized terms, 

Salt Spring is comprised of three land forma-

tions. The northern section is primarily sand-

stone, while the two southern sections are 

primarily fractured granite. 
Sandstone forms on the bottom of an 

ocean, and then, through tectonic action, 

is sometimes buckled upwards. If it buckles 

high enough it will fracture, creating a good 

aquifer. Channel Ridge, at 220-metres eleva-

tion, is an example of such a sandstone ridge. 

However, travel slightly further north to Sun 

Eagle Drive, at 160 metres, and the buckling is 

less. Subsequently, while wells in the Channel 

Ridge area average three to fi ve  gallons per 

minute, along Sun Eagle you may drill down 

500 feet and get nothing.
Fractured granite is an excellent aquifer, 

and the two southern sections of the island 

rise to 400 to 600 metres. You can drill virtu-

ally anywhere in granite and hit a good water 

supply.
How much water does the average dwell-

ing use? About 120 gallons per day. Since we 

have accepted rainwater catchment as one 

measure, let’s look at its math.
To obtain a CRD building per-

mit for a house, using rainwa-
ter for water, you require 1,500 

square feet of catchment area. 

Three feet of annual rainfall x 1,500 = 4,500 

cubic feet x 6.22 Imperial gallons (IG)/cu.ft. = 

27,990 gal/year. Divided by 365 days = 76.68 

IG = 92.08 US gallons (the measure of well 

output) = .06 USG/min equivalent. Thus the 

maximum water output you can achieve 

solely through rainwater catchment is just 

63/1000ths of a gpm. In other words, the 

output of a one gpm well is the equivalent to 

the absolute maximum yield of 15 rainwater 

catchment systems as described above.

This means, if you accept/support rainwater 

catchment as a potential water supply, then 

any well, with storage, which can sustainably 

produce one gpm, can equally support 15 

homes, and a 10 gpm well = 150 homes.

North Salt Spring Waterworks District’s 

most recent hydrology study on Lake Maxwell 

indicates about 30 million gallons per year is 

safely available, over and above our current 

usage. Using our rainwater example, that is 

enough for over 1,000 WHUs.
And, for fi ve months of the year, about 80 

million gallons of fresh water overfl ows Lake 

Maxwell and drains into the ocean. If the level 

of the lake was raised just six inches, it could 

capture half the winter runoff (lake area = 106 

hectares = 11,409,745 sf x 0.5 = 35,000,000 IG), 

which would be enough for another 1,000 

WHUs.
So, without even mentioning recycling of 

grey water, there is a massive, available water 

supply on the island. All that is required is 

the vision and political willpower to access/

utilize it.

Part 5 of the writer’s workforce housing 

series will look at the other services required, 

and how those challenges can be met.
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PLANTING IN PARADISE: Showing native plant artwork and muddy hands at the Indigenous welome fi gure site near Salt Spring Elementary School 

(SSES) on Sunday are  enthusiasts working to prepare the area for a new native plant garden that SSES kids will participate in creating on Thursday, April 

20. It’s just one of several activities with an Earth Day focus on the island this year, including a celebration in Centennial Park on Saturday. 

BY GAIL SJUBERG

DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Capital Regional District (CRD) staff got an 

earful from Fulford Water Service Commis-

sion (FWSC) members when the group met 

on Friday, April 14 to discuss a consultant’s 

draft technical report about replacing aging 

water district infrastructure.

Tony Maude, who has volunteered as a 

commissioner for 12 years, even resigned his 

position as a result of the report’s contents, 

which he and his colleagues said did not 

refl ect the commission’s wishes, repeating a 

process that never seems to change. 

“It’s an extremely frustrating exercise,” he 

said, about being a commissioner. 

The commission is mandated to serve the 

people who use the water system, he said, 

“But regardless of what decisions we make, 

and what we decide to do, there seems to be 

a disregard within the CRD, since we don’t 

have control. So what happens is we recom-

mend, we ask, we suggest. Things don’t hap-

pen. Other things do happen.” 

Maude said he would rather spend his time 

working to change the system to something 

that gives real control to commissions. 

From the commissioners’ point of view, the 

McElhanney engineering fi rm should have 

received input from them before creating 

the Fulford Water: AC Watermain Replace-

ment report. In addition to what appear 

to be data and priority inconsistencies, the 

document includes references to adding the 

Vortex property to the district and achieving 

“fi re fl ow” volumes. It also provides a strat-

egy for replacing 4.1 kilometres of asbestos 

cement (AC) pipe installed in the 1970s and 

other improvements such as water meters. 

The project charter for the report, which the 

commission did approve, specifi cally exclud-

ed fi re fl ow considerations. 

FWSC commissioners said they have pre-

viously asked the CRD for gradual replace-

ment of lines to be considered, beginning 

with the most critical areas. They have 

also requested use of “dynamic testing” 

to determine the true state of the water 

lines.  
Commission chair Carole Eyles said it was 

ridiculous to include fi re fl ow estimates in 

any report, recalling that giving fi re protec-

tion to ratepayers’ properties was one of 

a few things promised through the initial 

CRD borrowing referendum passed in 2004 

that did not come to fruition. Water meters 

was another. 

“We don’t have [fi re protection-capable 

fl ows], in spite of the fact that we approved 

a referendum that would give us that,” she 

said. 

FWSC continued on 3

GOVERNANCE 

Longtime volunteer resigns as others criticize lack of respect in processFulford commission blasts CRD
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BOOO!: Just one of the scenes in the Haunted Forest Walk created by the Salty Bonez Shack folks at 606 Cusheon Lake Rd. as seen on a family outing 

last weekend. The event continues Friday, Saturday, Oct. 27-28 and Tuesday, Oct. 31 from 5 to 9 p.m. Admission is free but donations to the BCSPCA are 

appreciated. See a story on page 12 of this issue and the What’s On calendar on page 11 for more Halloween activities.  

BY ROBB MAGLEY DRIFTWOOD STAFF People staying at a nascent encampment on 

Salt Spring are receiving eviction notices, accord-

ing to a community member speaking on their 

behalf, as local offi cials grapple with the ques-

tion of whether they have the responsibility — or, 

indeed, authority — to fi nd them a new site.  

Less than a dozen vehicles and tents have been 

set up by those seeking their own accommoda-

tions at an undeveloped Drake Road property, 

currently leased to subsidized housing provider 

BC Housing — intended, that agency has said, for 

a 28-unit permanent supportive housing devel-

opment project that has yet to meaningfully 

break ground. And despite the now-substantial interim 

between the initial proposal for that develop-

ment and what may be a late 2024 completion, 

BC Housing said it does not support camping as a 

use for the parcel. “While encampments may offer a sense of 

community for some people, they are not a long-

term suitable form of housing,” said agency offi -

cials, in response to Driftwood enquiries, “and 

it creates signifi cant risks for the well-being of 

campers and of the broader community.” 

BC Housing said it would be working with 

other ministries and community partners “to con-

nect with the campers at Drake Road and ensure 

they are aware of what resources are available in 

the community.” And as members of Salt Spring’s 

Local Community Commission (LCC) fi eld noise 

complaints from neighbours, that body seemed 

eager to become part of the effort — passing 

an “emergency” resolution Thursday, Oct. 19, 

that the LCC and Salt Spring’s Capital Regional 

District (CRD) director Gary Holman work with BC 

Housing and non-governmental organizations 

to “explore possibilities for location of a limited 

number of working campers at various possible 

locations on Salt Spring.”   
The intent of the broad resolution, Holman 

said, was not necessarily to immediately identify 

a particular location or proposal, but simply to 

commit everyone to “moving something for-

ward.” 
“I just fi nd it incredible,” said Holman. “The 

CRD was approached in 2019 with a proposal 

to locate supportive housing — which was not 

consistent with the intent of the school board 

donation [of the Drake Road parcel] at all, but it 

was fully funded, and met a gap in our hous-

ing needs, and we’re not going to look a gift 

horse in the mouth.” DRAKE ROAD continued on  3
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PLANTING IN PARADISE: Showing native plant artwork and muddy hands at the Indigenous welome fi gure site near Salt Spring Elementary School 

(SSES) on Sunday are  enthusiasts working to prepare the area for a new native plant garden that SSES kids will participate in creating on Thursday, April 

20. It’s just one of several activities with an Earth Day focus on the island this year, including a celebration in Centennial Park on Saturday. 
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PHOTO BY MEGHAN HOWCROFT

BOOO!: Just one of the scenes in the Haunted Forest Walk created by the Salty Bonez Shack folks at 606 Cusheon Lake Rd. as seen on a family outing 

last weekend. The event continues Friday, Saturday, Oct. 27-28 and Tuesday, Oct. 31 from 5 to 9 p.m. Admission is free but donations to the BCSPCA are 

appreciated. See a story on page 12 of this issue and the What’s On calendar on page 11 for more Halloween activities.  
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PLANTING IN PARADISE: Showing native plant artwork and muddy hands at the Indigenous welome fi gure site near Salt Spring Elementary School 

(SSES) on Sunday are  enthusiasts working to prepare the area for a new native plant garden that SSES kids will participate in creating on Thursday, April 

20. It’s just one of several activities with an Earth Day focus on the island this year, including a celebration in Centennial Park on Saturday. 

BY GAIL SJUBERG

DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Capital Regional District (CRD) staff got an 

earful from Fulford Water Service Commis-

sion (FWSC) members when the group met 

on Friday, April 14 to discuss a consultant’s 

draft technical report about replacing aging 

water district infrastructure.

Tony Maude, who has volunteered as a 

commissioner for 12 years, even resigned his 

position as a result of the report’s contents, 

which he and his colleagues said did not 

refl ect the commission’s wishes, repeating a 

process that never seems to change. 

“It’s an extremely frustrating exercise,” he 

said, about being a commissioner. 

The commission is mandated to serve the 

people who use the water system, he said, 

“But regardless of what decisions we make, 

and what we decide to do, there seems to be 

a disregard within the CRD, since we don’t 

have control. So what happens is we recom-

mend, we ask, we suggest. Things don’t hap-

pen. Other things do happen.” 

Maude said he would rather spend his time 

working to change the system to something 

that gives real control to commissions. 

From the commissioners’ point of view, the 

McElhanney engineering fi rm should have 

received input from them before creating 

the Fulford Water: AC Watermain Replace-

ment report. In addition to what appear 

to be data and priority inconsistencies, the 

document includes references to adding the 

Vortex property to the district and achieving 

“fi re fl ow” volumes. It also provides a strat-

egy for replacing 4.1 kilometres of asbestos 

cement (AC) pipe installed in the 1970s and 

other improvements such as water meters. 

The project charter for the report, which the 

commission did approve, specifi cally exclud-

ed fi re fl ow considerations. 

FWSC commissioners said they have pre-

viously asked the CRD for gradual replace-

ment of lines to be considered, beginning 

with the most critical areas. They have 

also requested use of “dynamic testing” 

to determine the true state of the water 

lines.  
Commission chair Carole Eyles said it was 

ridiculous to include fi re fl ow estimates in 

any report, recalling that giving fi re protec-

tion to ratepayers’ properties was one of 

a few things promised through the initial 

CRD borrowing referendum passed in 2004 

that did not come to fruition. Water meters 

was another. 

“We don’t have [fi re protection-capable 

fl ows], in spite of the fact that we approved 

a referendum that would give us that,” she 

said. 

FWSC continued on 3

GOVERNANCE 

Longtime volunteer resigns as others criticize lack of respect in processFulford commission blasts CRD
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BOOO!: Just one of the scenes in the Haunted Forest Walk created by the Salty Bonez Shack folks at 606 Cusheon Lake Rd. as seen on a family outing 

last weekend. The event continues Friday, Saturday, Oct. 27-28 and Tuesday, Oct. 31 from 5 to 9 p.m. Admission is free but donations to the BCSPCA are 

appreciated. See a story on page 12 of this issue and the What’s On calendar on page 11 for more Halloween activities.  

BY ROBB MAGLEY DRIFTWOOD STAFF People staying at a nascent encampment on 

Salt Spring are receiving eviction notices, accord-

ing to a community member speaking on their 

behalf, as local offi cials grapple with the ques-

tion of whether they have the responsibility — or, 

indeed, authority — to fi nd them a new site.  

Less than a dozen vehicles and tents have been 

set up by those seeking their own accommoda-

tions at an undeveloped Drake Road property, 

currently leased to subsidized housing provider 

BC Housing — intended, that agency has said, for 

a 28-unit permanent supportive housing devel-

opment project that has yet to meaningfully 

break ground. And despite the now-substantial interim 

between the initial proposal for that develop-

ment and what may be a late 2024 completion, 

BC Housing said it does not support camping as a 

use for the parcel. “While encampments may offer a sense of 

community for some people, they are not a long-

term suitable form of housing,” said agency offi -

cials, in response to Driftwood enquiries, “and 

it creates signifi cant risks for the well-being of 

campers and of the broader community.” 

BC Housing said it would be working with 

other ministries and community partners “to con-

nect with the campers at Drake Road and ensure 

they are aware of what resources are available in 

the community.” And as members of Salt Spring’s 

Local Community Commission (LCC) fi eld noise 

complaints from neighbours, that body seemed 

eager to become part of the effort — passing 

an “emergency” resolution Thursday, Oct. 19, 

that the LCC and Salt Spring’s Capital Regional 

District (CRD) director Gary Holman work with BC 

Housing and non-governmental organizations 

to “explore possibilities for location of a limited 

number of working campers at various possible 

locations on Salt Spring.”   
The intent of the broad resolution, Holman 

said, was not necessarily to immediately identify 

a particular location or proposal, but simply to 

commit everyone to “moving something for-

ward.” 
“I just fi nd it incredible,” said Holman. “The 

CRD was approached in 2019 with a proposal 

to locate supportive housing — which was not 

consistent with the intent of the school board 

donation [of the Drake Road parcel] at all, but it 

was fully funded, and met a gap in our hous-

ing needs, and we’re not going to look a gift 

horse in the mouth.” DRAKE ROAD continued on  3
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BC Housing says risk to campers at Drake Road and community “signifi cant” 
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NSSWD

Lake weir agreement 
inked with province
Open house events for 
NSSWD projects set for 
later in October

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F 

Salt Spring’s largest water district has 
fi nalized an agreement with the B.C. gov-
ernment, cementing plans to raise the 
weir at St. Mary Lake as part of a $10-mil-
lion climate resiliency project. 

Those dollars had appeared without 
advance notice in the B.C. government’s 
budget announcement in late Febru-
ary, allocating money to “raise the dam 
height” at St. Mary Lake. The North Salt 
Spring Waterworks District (NSSWD) oper-
ates a weir at the lake, which — unlike 
a dam — is designed to allow water to 
fl ow over its top during periods of high-
er rainfall. District officials have been 
working with the province ever since the 
announcement, through a complex pro-
cess outlining both funding allocation and 
a work plan. 

The increased weir height is projected to 
bring water supply reliability up to largely 
meet both current and committed water 
withdrawal volumes under several climate 
models over the next 50 years, according 
to a recent assessment.  

But construction will not happen over-
night. District CAO Mark Boysen said it will 
likely take one to two years to complete 
the work necessary for the province to 
decide on the water licence application 
that authorizes retention of that water. 

“It’s not just the construction; increasing 
the capacity of the system requires provin-
cial approval,” said Boysen. “And that’s a 
big process to go through.” 

NSSWD currently supplies drinking 
water to some 5,500 people on Salt 
Spring Island, according to the district, 

with about 60 per cent of it coming 
from St. Mary Lake; district offi cials have 
signalled that after recent studies, a 
moratorium on new connections in place 
since 2014 may be easing –– although so 
far only on the Maxwell Lake side of the 
system.  

Additional connections on the St. Mary 
Lake side are more likely to come much 
later if the two sides are connected and 
capacity at Maxwell Lake is shared, Boy-
sen said, rather than from the raising of 
the weir at St. Mary Lake, which is simply 
needed to shore up supply for current pro-
jected demand. 

“The province funded that $10 million 
[weir project] under ‘climate resiliency’ 
in their 2024 budget,” said Boysen. “The 
timing is good, because it actually aligns 
very well with our assessment that the 
reliability of that system will become more 
vulnerable over time.” 

NSSWD board chair Brian Pyper agreed, 
expressing the district’s appreciation for 
the provincial support. 

“We have been focusing on improving 
the resiliency of our system,” Pyper said, 
“and this project is a signifi cant part of our 
long-term plans.” 

Increasing water storage in St. Mary 
Lake may have impacts on private prop-
erty, First Nations, water rights holders and 
riparian rights holders, according to the 
district, and trustees and staff will be start-
ing engagement on that issue later this 
month, alongside environmental assess-
ments examining potential effects of rais-
ing the weir by 29 centimetres. 

A broader public engagement on lifting 
the connection moratorium, the proposed 
2025 budget and more will be highlighted 
by two open houses planned at Meaden 
Hall, set for 2 to 7 p.m. on Oct. 22 and 30. 

Details regarding the moratorium, the 
St. Mary Lake weir and several NSSWD 
resiliency initiatives can be found at north-
saltspringwaterworks.ca/projects. 
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Galiano Island Local Trust Committee
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Proposed Bylaw Nos. 283 and 284
Groundwater Sustainability Project

The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee 
invites the public to attend a Community 
Information Meeting and Public Hearing 
beginning at 1:00 pm, Tuesday, October 8, 
2024, at the Galiano Lions Club Hall, 992 
Burrill Road, Galiano Island to hear your 
views regarding Proposed Bylaw Nos. 283 
and 284.

	» Community Information Meeting will be held prior to the Public Hear-
ing and will provide the opportunity for members of the public to ask 
questions about the proposed bylaw amendments.

	» Public Hearing

What are Proposed Bylaw Nos. 283 and 284 about?
The proposed Bylaw No. 283 will amend the Galiano Island Official Community 
Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995 by updating relevant groundwater policies and objec-
tives, replacing Schedule D – Water Resources with a new Schedule D – Ground-
water Regions, and replacing the Development Permit Area (DPA) 4 – Elevated 
Groundwater Catchment with a new DPA 4 – Groundwater Recharge Protection.

The proposed Bylaw No. 284 will amend the Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 
127, 1999 by including new cistern requirements, updates to subdivision proof 
of water regulations, and new defintions.

How Do I Get More Information?
Copies of the proposed bylaws, the Public Hearing Binder and other 
information is available online from September 26, 2024 to October 8, 
2024 here: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-planning/galiano/projects/ 
and at the Islands Trust Victoria Office, 200 – 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC 
V8R 1H8 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., excluding statutory holidays, starting 
September 26, 2024. 

Enquiries? 
Contact Kim Stockdill, Island Planner by email: kstockdill@islandstrust.bc.ca, 
or phone: 250-405-5157. 

Written submissions?
Written submissions will be accepted until 4:30 p.m., October 7, 2024 
to: Islands Trust, 200 – 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1H8 or email: 
vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca 

Written submissions made in response to this notice will be available for 
public review. 

NO WRITTEN OR ORAL REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED 
BY THE GALIANO ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE, OR ITS 
MEMBERS, AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING.

Jas Chonk, Deputy Secretary

Youth programming eyed as Phoenix priority

“To date, the only thing that’s been public is that 
we were putting in a proposal [to lease the prop-
erty],” said LCC member Brian Webster. “And then 
we had budget discussions, but no public discussion 
beyond that.” 

That’s not unreasonable, Webster said, because 
such proposals, lease agreements and negotiations 
are appropriately done during sessions that are closed 
to the public. 

“But we’ve got to get it out in a proper, open way,” 
Webster said, adding he would later continue to 
advocate for “doing absolutely everything we can in 
open [sessions].” 

Gulf Islands School District (SD64) staff confi rmed 
last week they were working with the LCC through its 
delegated parks authority to put a fi ve-year lease in 
place for the district-owned property. SD64 secretary 
treasurer Jesse Guy said the school district’s under-
standing was the island’s Capital Regional District 
(CRD) parks department planned to use the 6.4-acre 
parcel as a maintenance yard for the next 18 to 24 
months, or at least while a new facility planned at 
Kanaka Road was being built. 

“And then it will be focused on youth program-
ming, through their parks and other community ser-
vices,” said Guy, who updated school board members 
at their Sept. 11 meeting.

LCC member Gayle Baker told fellow commission-

ers she had suggested the Chuan Society make its 
warming space and community hub proposal known 
sooner rather than later –– in part to allow time for 
some collaboration on location. Staff suggested 
keeping the proposal less site-specifi c, as that might 
offer opportunities for issuing a park permit on the 
most appropriate CRD-held property on the island. 

Goh’s initial presentation, which included address-
ing the needs of vulnerable islanders during the 
October-to-April period partly by erecting a warming 
tent on the Phoenix School’s basketball court, seems 
to have been brought both too early and too late. 

Commissioners seemed keenly aware there may be 
metaphorical carts in front of horses concerning any 
specifi c plans for the former school, as the LCC still 
needed to provide staff with some direction on the 
process. 

And the likely modeling of next steps after the Salt 
Spring Island Multi Space’s (SIMS) transition from mid-
dle school to community centre would involve asking 
for expressions of interest, holding open houses and 
a complete review of proposals, with staff recommen-
dations then coming back to the LCC for a decision. 

“That’s a lot of steps to work through,” said acting 
senior manager Dan Ovington. “I wouldn’t see that 
happening within the winter months, especially as 
currently we’re looking at potentially not taking pos-
session of that building until January.” 

In his proposal, Goh said the Chuan Society had 
identified about 40 people who had used earlier 
warming spaces, despite being displaced multiple 
times throughout winter months. 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Whooping cough emerges
Offi cials can’t confi rm Salt 
Spring cases

BY ROBB MAGLEY
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

A spike in pertussis cases –– also known as 
whooping cough –– within the Island Health 
region has prompted a reminder from public 
health officials that the disease is among 
those largely preventable through up-to-
date vaccinations.  

As of August, there have been 17 people 
ill from pertussis just within the Island Health 
area, according to a press release, adding 
that the disease is “currently circulating.”  

Citing efforts to protect patient privacy, 
Island Health offi cials could not confi rm com-
munity-specifi c numbers of pertussis cases 
on Salt Spring or the Southern Gulf Islands. 
There were just four cases in the entire region 
in 2023, and none in 2022, according to the 
BC Centre for Disease Control.

Most of the cases so far in 2024 have been 
in people not vaccinated against the disease, 
Island Health offi cials said. 

Whooping cough is an infection of the air-

ways caused by pertussis bacteria; symptoms 
can include a runny nose, sneezing, mild 
fever and possibly a mild cough in the begin-
ning, resembling a cold.  

However, instead of resolving after less 
than a couple of weeks as expected, the 
cough can last for weeks, sometimes referred 
to as “the 100-day cough.” The typical 
“whoop” sound after a coughing fi t doesn’t 
happen in everyone –– especially adults. 

Serious complications are rare in adults, 
however, small children and especially infants 
under one year old are at increased risk. In 
rare cases, pertussis can lead to pneumonia, 
seizures and even death.

Vaccination is recommended for infants, 
with a booster dose before kindergarten 
(aged four to six years) and again in Grade 9 
(14-16 years). Island Health recommends all 
adults have at least one dose of the “Tdap” 
combination vaccine, named for the diseases 
it protects against: tetanus, diphtheria and 
pertussis.

Vaccines are available at local health units 
and some doctors’ and nurse practitioners’ 
offi ces, offi cials said; adults and children ages 
fi ve and up can also get immunized at some 
pharmacies. 

PHOENIX SCHOOL
continued from 1

“It did have an impact,” said Goh. “We had a point of contact to get 
aid to people; we had peer support workers and health workers com-
ing by. It had a signifi cant impact on this population that we’re talking 
about.” 

LCC members said they would work with staff to get a Phoenix prop-
erty planning process into a public agenda, possibly as soon as the next 
meeting in October, and hopefully facilitate the park permit process in the 
meantime.  

“Once the supportive housing facility is constructed on Drake Road, that 
could be ready for next winter,” said LCC member and CRD director Gary 
Holman. “But we have an issue for this winter.”

Clothing and toy swaps planned

Over cups of coffee, tea and bites of cake 
— “they don’t call it a Repair Cafe for noth-
ing,” said Scanlan — folks connected with old 
friends and made new ones.  

“Our fabulous volunteer fi xers talked folks 
through their repairs one at a time. The 
sense of empowerment, accomplishment 
and delight was palpable all day long.”

More than 80 per cent of items brought in 
were repaired, while the owners of another 
10 per cent were told which parts to order 
and to return next time. 

Scanlan thanked the volunteer fi xers as 

well as sponsors Capital Regional District, 
Windsor Plywood, Country Grocer, the 
library’s FabLab and the 100 Men Who Care 
group, who voted to support the Repair Cafe 
at their last meeting.

The fi rst two TSS Repair Cafes were held 
in February and May, with about 60 people 
attending the fi rst and 80 the second. The 
next one is set for February of 2025. 

Cafe services are free but donations are 
appreciated. 

In the meantime, a clothing swap is sched-
uled for Saturday, Oct. 19 and a toy swap in 
early December. People can sign up for the 
TSS newsletter or otherwise stay tuned to 
learn more. 

REPAIR CAFE continued from 1
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Head headSeniors voices to be heard
SUBMITTED BY SALT SPRING 
COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL 
SENIORS DAY CLIMATE 
EVENT 

Canada designated Oct. 1 as National 
Seniors Day in 2010, following the Unit-
ed Nations declaration of the Interna-
tional Day of Older Persons.

This year, Seniors for Climate, com-
posed of six climate-action groups, 
including the Suzuki Elders and Seniors 
for Climate Action Now! (SCAN!), initi-
ated a country-wide program of cli-
mate actions to celebrate National 
Seniors Day. To date, 50 such events are 
planned, ranging from a big climate-
action expo in Winnipeg to a picnic in 
Sackville, N.B.

On Salt Spring, the Tuesday, Oct. 1 
event takes place in the program room 
of the library at 2 p.m., and the theme 
is “Stop the Subsidies, Fund the Peo-
ple!” The main feature will be a sing-
along with Valdy on his new song, titled 
(guess what?) “Stop the Subsidies, Fund 
the People!” The video of the singalong 
will be sent to all federal Members of 
Parliament.

At a time when Lytton, Jasper and 
thousands of hectares of forest have 
burned to cinders, our government is 
giving billions (that’s with a “b”) of dol-
lars every year to oil and gas corpora-
tions. These funds are delivered in vari-
ous ways, such as tax breaks, subsidies, 
grants, loans and royalty reductions.

Government support for the oil and 
gas sector averaged $11 billion per 
year from 2018 to 2020. That amount 
could pay for job training for 480,000 
workers, or annual health care costs for 
880,000 people. It could support educa-
tion and build houses.

At the same time, oil and 
gas corporations are mak-
ing huge profits; in 2022, 
their net income was $63.1 

billion. 
In 2009 and again in 2022, Canada, 

along with all other UN member states, 
committed to phasing out “ineffi cient” 
fossil-fuel subsidies, but in 2022, we 
ranked last among the Organization of 
Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment countries in ending those sub-
sidies. Canadians still spend more to 
support the oil and gas sector than Aus-
tralia, Mexico and the United States.

Yes, we will still need some fossil fuels 
in the years ahead, but it is clear that 
to hope for a livable future, we need 
to reduce our use of them. Results from 
a recent Leger poll suggest that one 
in three Canadians have been touched 
directly by extreme weather, such as 
forest fi res, heat waves, fl oods or tor-
nadoes.

If even a small proportion of the 
government subsidies were aimed at 
renewables, we could make a faster 
switch to a more economically stable 
and climate-safe future.

As Wade Davis has written: “We can 
hasten the process of ending the car-
bon age by eliminating the hidden sub-
sidies for fossil fuels.”

Seniors are important; one in four 
Canadians is a senior, so we have clout. 
We can pay attention. We can vote. And 
we can sing!

(Sources: Statistics Canada, Kyle Bakx, 
The Conversation, International Insti-
tute for Sustainable Development, 
Wade Davis, Beneath the Surface of 
Things)

VIEWPOINT

Taken for 
a ride

P
roperty ownership in the 
Capital Regional District 
(CRD) is going to get even 
more expensive with 

a new regional transportation 
service.

The CRD says the service will “align transportation 
with growth planning and advance the CRD’s priority 
of supporting residents’ access to convenient, green 
and affordable multi-modal transportation systems.” 
The plan comes with a price tag of $10.3 million per 
year to start; $339,00 for Salt Spring and $51.12 for 
the owner of an average-assessed Salt Spring residen-
tial property. The proposed bylaw allows for almost 
twice that amount to be requisitioned. For com-
parison, Salt Spring has its own transportation service 
requisition — for sidewalks, bike lanes, etc. — which 
was $171,000 (about $22 for an average property) 

last year. 
Salt Spring’s CRD direc-

tor Gary Holman and 
Local Community Com-
mission member Brian 
Webster are convinced 
the plan is not a good fi t 
and asked the CRD Board 
to exclude us from the 
service. The request was 
denied.

The 2024 CRD budget 
had Salt Spring property 
owners pay almost $1.3 

million for 16 different “regional” CRD services, from 
general government services to community health 
to regional goose management. The largest chunk 
of Salt Spring’s regional contribution was to regional 
parks, at $602,000, and that’s doubled since 2020. It’s 
been pointed out by Holman and others that the last 
CRD regional park created on Salt Spring was the Mill 
Farm Nature Reserve back in 1996, with the CRD, pro-
vincial and federal governments, and private donors 
coming up with the $800,000 purchase price. One 
CRD contribution to a park with no amenities almost 
30 years ago is hardly good bang for that particular 
Salt Spring buck. 

Some Gulf Islands residents do make use of parks 
and trails in the rest of the CRD, of course, so contrib-
uting something to such services is not unreasonable. 
And some CRD Board members have suggested that 
Salt Spring is more likely to fund signifi cant active 
transportation improvements with help from a CRD 
transportation service than its own taxpayers going 
it alone, as has been the case so far. That may be 
true too — if future CRD boards can put aside their 
own constituents’ priorities and support a Salt Spring 
proposal. 

Will that ever happen? As director Holman says, 
past experience makes it hard to believe it will.

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
CRD regional 
transportation 
service

WE SAY:
Not a good deal 
for Salt Spring
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LETTERS to the editor

ISLAND

VOICES

“Our chief’s going to attend this year, so that’s the fi rst time in history that 
our chief and Elders and our singers will be coming to Salt Spring.”
KURT IRWIN, PENELAKUT TRIBE COUNCIL MEMBER, ON FERNWOOD TRUTH & RECONCILIATION DAY EVENT 

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. For details about 
deadlines, and word limits for the Viewpoint and other longer opinion pieces, contact the editor at the email address below, or 
phone 250-537-9933. All submissions may be edited for brevity, legality and taste.  Writers are asked to provide a telephone 
number where they may be reached during the day, and to sign letters with their full name. Letters published do not necessarily 
refl ect the views of Driftwood Publishing Ltd., its staff or advertisers. Send letters to: news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

What’s the best thing about liv-
ing on Salt Spring? Many differ-
ent things spring to mind, but 
right up there among them is the 
fact that you never have to worry 
about being stuck in a traffi c jam. 
That would have been the case 
until a couple of weeks ago, but, 
alas, times have changed. With 
the recent Fulford-Ganges Road 
Improvements Project, our island 
has slipped reluctantly into a world 
where all forward motion is pre-
ceded by a total standstill.

Oh sure, for decades we’ve been 
inconvenienced by ferry overloads 
and long lineups spilling out of ferry 
parking lots and winding their way 
uphill from the Vesuvius and Ful-
ford landings. We’ve cursed under 
our collective breath as we were 
forced to follow behind an over-
laden building supply flat-deck 
transport truck chugging along at 
20 km/hr under the speed limit. As 
annoying, however, as these delays 
may seem, they pale in comparison 
to the helpless feeling we have had 
to experience from being “frozen in 
time” by the Fulford-Ganges Road 
traffi c jam.

What exactly is the Fulford-Gan-
ges Road Improvements Project? 
Simply put, the project calls for the 
resurfacing and grading of 1.6 kilo-
metres of the two-lane road from 
Seaview Avenue up Ganges Hill to 
Cranberry Road. Other perks that 
islanders can expect once the proj-
ect is completed in the fall of 2025 

include paved shoulders on both 
sides of the road for pedestrians 
and cyclists, an underground storm-
water drainage system, new pave-
ment and refuge areas for cyclists. 
And all at a bargain basement cost 
of $22.9 million.

And that’s not all folks. The proj-
ect also promises new signage, 
pavement markings, crosswalks and 
enhanced visibility. Another benefi t 
would result from the pulverizing 
of the existing stretch of pavement 
to rebuild the road base and shoul-
ders. Those of us who have become 
accustomed to driving on already 
existing pulverized roads, especially 
during wet winters, are not all that 
impressed with this particular objec-
tive. 

If you’ve been caught in one of 
these road closures, you know the 
feeling we all experience. Often, 
as we sit in our vehicles stewing 
from our motionless frustration, 
we are overcome with the need 
to move in some direction —- any 
direction —- before we explode in 
this black hole of nothingness. We 
engage in internal arguments as 
to whether it would make more 
sense to just turn around and head 
back in the direction from which we 
came. Getting turned around, how-
ever, becomes a complex maneuver. 
It means waiting for there to be a 
break in the traffi c navigating from 
the opposite direction while at the 
same time avoiding collision with 
all the other drivers in the lineup 

who have simultaneously made 
the same decision to turn their cars 
around and drive away. Inevitably, 
what would normally be a three-
point turn morphs into a complex 
21-point manipulation. To make 
matters worse, just as we have fi nal-
ly completed our turnaround, the 
line of vehicles that we were about 
to abandon starts to move forward. 
This is too much to bear! We slam 
our transmission into reverse and 
nudge our way back into the slow-
moving line of cars even though we 
are now facing the wrong direction. 
If we have to drive through town in 
reverse, then so be it.

Then there’s the matter of line 
butting. Some of the more astute 
(as well as more egocentric) drivers 
on the island have fi gured out that 
by taking the Beddis Road route 
instead of the main road into Gan-
ges, they can avoid a good part 
of the long lineup by squeezing 
their way in at the Beddis intersec-
tion. Those drivers who are stuck 
farther back up the hill can only 
watch helplessly as these Johnny-
Come-Latelys sneak their way into 

much shorter wait times by taking 
advantage of polite motorists who 
are merely trying to show a little 
driving courtesy.

Sporting a long history of cre-
ative thinking here on the rock, 
islanders are reaching for unortho-
dox attempts to beat the jam. Here 
are some of the more harebrained 
methods that may or may not have 
been used thus far. Avoiding the 
roads altogether and bushwhack-
ing a trail through the brush may be 
a possible answer, but is bound to 
cause some major wear and tear on 
your vehicle. Some of the old log-
ging roads may still afford a usable 
bypass into Ganges, although there 
are some who have gone this route 
and have never been seen or heard 
from again. Likewise, remember-
ing that our multi-opinioned Salt 
Spring has been defi ned as an argu-
ment surrounded by water, low 
tide offers a circuitous opportunity 
to avoid all roads and trails as you 
follow the shoreline towards your 
destination. Just be aware that the 
tide does turn regularly and that 
salt water can be very unfriendly to 
vehicle parts such as moving motor 
components.

Who says you have to circumvent 
the road blockage anyway? If you 
happen to own a monster truck 
with 10-foot-diametre wheels and 
tires, the kind of metal beast used 
in mud-fi lled stadiums and arenas 
during demolition derbies, then 
you can pretty well go over and 

through any obstacle that stands in 
your way.

Even more clever is the “path of 
least resistance” strategy wherein 
you simply get out of your vehicle 
that is stuck in the construction 
zone lineup, lock it and amble on 
foot down the hill to do your town 
chores and shopping. When these 
are complete, just return to your 
mid-road “special parking spot” 
where the planned construction 
will hopefully be over for the day 
and you can drive on into town for 
a cold beer.

Nobody asked me, but I’m will-
ing to give the project the benefi t 
of the doubt, at least for the time 
being. It is said that whenever a 
door closes in front of you, there’s 
a window that opens. With a big 
hole in the ground and single-lane 
alternating traffic being routed 
around it, it’s only natural that 
long lines of stalled traffi c would 
result, especially after the ferries 
have dropped their loads. As a 
consequence, you can imagine the 
frustration boiling over inside each 
of the vehicle’s occupants.

What a perfect time for some 
ambitious entrepreneurs to weave 
their way from vehicle to vehicle 
as they offer hot coffee and deli-
cious snacks to reduce the stress 
and help pass the time! I think I just 
might have to change careers and 
invest in a coffee wagon. Cappuc-
cino anyone?

Silver linings and paths of least resistance in road construction
Shilo

Zylbergold
NOBODY 

ASKED ME 

BUT

Protect area’s 
unique status

 How many municipalities have 36 endan-
gered ecosystems? How many municipalities 
have 218 at-risk plant and animal species?  

The Islands Trust Area is unique and the 
Islands Trust Act is unique; unlike any other 
geographical region and unlike any other leg-
islation in North America, and quite probably 
the world. The Trust government, whose pri-
mary mandate is preservation and protection 
of the natural environment, is unparalleled. 
Elected officials are not “councillors” but 
rather “trustees” as they have a fi duciary duty 
to be loyal to the purpose of the Trust.

Since its inception in 1974, there have been 
several concerted attempts to weaken the 
Trust’s ability to protect the environment.  
Donning a variety of sheep’s clothing, the 
thinly disguised “wolf of development” keeps 
reappearing.  The most recent iteration is a 
movement to redefi ne “unique amenities” to 
include “housing, livelihoods, infrastructure 
and tourism.” While these are all issues of 
concern to our community, it defi es credu-
lity to defi ne any of these issues as “unique.” 
Indeed, it’s a sad truth that most municipali-

ties are also struggling with all four of these 
challenges.

What remains “unique” is that additionally 
we are among the rarest of all biogeoclimatic 
zones in B.C. and have a singular opportunity 
to continue to protect our truly unique natu-
ral environment.

SHARON MCCOLLOUGH,
WELBURY DRIVE

Defi ne ‘crisis’
In his Sept. 18 opinion piece urging us to 

vote for the BC Conservatives, Bob Moffatt 
acknowledges that we are “in the midst of a 
climate emergency.” 

John Rustad, leader of the BC Conserva-
tives, doesn’t agree. In June he told The Globe 
and Mail that the science around human 
causes of climate change is “a theory and it’s 
not proven.” Maintaining that there is no 
pressing need to legislate solutions, he told 
the Globe, “It’s not even a crisis.” This when 
that same June was the 13th month in a row 
to set a new monthly temperature record, 
with temperatures 1.5°C above the preindus-
trial average, bringing more intense heat-
waves, extreme rainfall events and droughts; 

reductions in ice sheets, sea ice and glaciers, 
as well as accelerated sea-level rise and ocean 
heating. One can only wonder what, in John 
Rustad’s mind, would qualify as a climate 
crisis. 

MURRAY REISS,
FULFORD

BC Ferries, 
seriously? 

Would it be fair to say election fever is in 
the air with the current announcement by BC 
Ferries? Initially, seven new major route ferries 
with no price tag mentioned, but if you con-
nect the dots the price would be in the order 
of $2 billion.  

Meanwhile on Salt Spring Island the BC 
Ferries commissioner approved funding for 
two modest new terminals at both Crofton 
and Vesuvius Bay to accommodate foot pas-
sengers for the fi rst time in 50 years, and Plan 
B for the new Crofton terminal, trestle and 
berth. It’s seemingly a closely guarded secret 
how they intend to replace the trestle at 
the Crofton terminal in the current position 
instead of Plan B, without shutting down the 

service for months on end. Transparency has 
not been forthcoming.  

This past April, BC Ferries announced there’s 
no money in the cupboard and reallocated 
the funds to other ventures, along with the 
usual “so sorry for the inconvenience.”  

Premier David Eby should instruct BC Fer-
ries to apply the original funding supplied by 
BC Ferries commissioner Eva Hage to fi nally 
make the long-deferred improvements at 
Vesuvius Bay and Crofton for the spring of 
2027, to accommodate the two fi ve-year-old 
hybrid Island Class ferries coming down from 
Route 19 (Nanaimo to Gabriola Island). 

MLA Sheila Malcolmson has served her 
community of Gabriola Island very well with 
the pending arrival of two new electric Island 
Class vessels in 2027 and substantial new elec-
trical infrastructure for a population 4,500. 

We can always hope Salt Spring Capital 
Regional District director Gary Holman 
can campaign to the premier to reinstate 
the improvements committed to Route 6 
as a member of the Salt Spring Island Ferry 
Advisory Committee.  

You have a vote on Oct. 19; please exer-
cise your franchise. 

DAVID COURTNEY, 
SALT SPRING 
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VOTE IN THE PROVINCIAL ELECTION

elections.bc.ca  /  1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 1 - 8 6 8 3

The 2024 Provincial General Election is on Saturday, October 19, 2024.  
There are many ways (and many days) to vote.  

@ElectionsBC

WHO CAN VOTE
You can vote in the 2024 Provincial General 
Election if you are:

• 18 or older on October 19, 2024
• a Canadian citizen, and
• a resident of British Columbia since 

April 18, 2024

VOTER REGISTRATION
Register now to save time when you vote.

You can register or update your voter 
information at elections.bc.ca/register or 
by calling 1-800-661-8683.

Registration online and by phone closes at 
11:59 p.m. (Pacific time) on October 7.

After October 7, you can still register when you 
vote, but voting will take longer. Remember to 
bring ID when you go to vote.

ELECTION INTEGRITY
Visit elections.bc.ca/integrity to learn how 
Elections BC protects provincial elections in 
British Columbia, and what you can do to help.

VOTE IN PERSON
Vote at a district electoral office 
Voting at district electoral offices is available now 
during office hours until 4 p.m. (Pacific time) on 
Final Voting Day.

Vote at advance voting 
There are six days of advance voting: 
October 10 - 13 and 15 - 16, from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. (local time).

Advance voting places will be closed on 
October 14 (Thanksgiving).

Vote on Final Voting Day 
Final Voting Day is Saturday, October 19. Voting 
places will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (Pacific 
time) on Final Voting Day.

WHERE TO VOTE
Visit wheretovote.elections.bc.ca to find voting 
places near you and when they are open.

VOTE BY MAIL
To vote by mail, request your voting 
package as soon as possible. Visit 
elections.bc.ca/votebymail or call 
1-800-661-8683.

CANDIDATE NOMINATIONS
You can get a nomination package from your 
district electoral office, or online at  
elections.bc.ca/candidates.

Completed nomination packages must be 
returned to your district electoral office by 1 p.m. 
(Pacific time) on Saturday, September 28.

DISTRICT ELECTORAL OFFICE
Cowichan Valley 
13-354 Trunk Rd 
Duncan, BC 
(250) 737-4090

Saanich North and the Islands 
1528 Stellys Cross Rd 
Central Saanich, BC 
(236) 475-4576
 

Hours of Operation (local time) 
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Advance voting days 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

 

Getting Cinderella up to speed
BY MIKE STACEY 

I went to let the chickens out the 
other day and spotted Cinderella next 
door, so I went over to the fence to 
say hi.

“Morning, Cinderella.” He turned 
and said, “Hey, Mike, how ya doin’?” 

I had to ask. “Have you been feeling 
okay?” 

“Never better. Why do you ask?” he 
replied.

“Well,” I explained. “Your crowing 
has been a bit, you know . . . weird the 
last little while, but not all the time.” 

He laughed. (Didn’t know roosters 
can laugh, did you?) “That’s not me, it’s 
the other guy.” 

“Another rooster?” 
“You bet!” 
Now, Cinderella is a beautiful bird, 

big, lovely colour to his plumage, 
everything one would expect a rooster 
to be, right off the Corn Flakes box. 
He turns the head of every hen within 
earshot when he crows. The new guy 
is . . . imagine a feather pillow that has 
been hit by a train, and when he crows 
gives the impression that he is being 
strangled.

“Two roosters!” I forced a smile. 
“Lucky me.” 

“No, no, not two . . . three!” he 
declared proudly. “See that little guy 
over there? Not crowing yet, but it 
won’t be long.” 

“Well!” says I. “I am truly blessed!” 
He looked at me and agreed. “It 

doesn’t get much better than that, 
eh?” Turning quite serious, he said, 
“So, I’ve heard they’re shutting down 
farming on the island?” 

“No,” I assured him. “There are 
farms here that were in operation long 
before anyone living on the island 
was born. The Cunningham family has 
been on theirs for 101 years. How long 
was the land being farmed before 
that? Who knows?”

“Hmmm . . . so I’m okay, then?” he 
quietly asked. 

“Yes, as long as no one has a prob-
lem with you. There are dozens 
of backyard farms and gardens all over 
the place that produce food with no 
problems. And it works both ways. 
Imagine if I were to take up recreation-
al boiler-making out behind the house, 
and the neighbours complained that 
the riveting noise was keeping their 
roosters awake. The bylaw guy would 
be out here shutting me down right 
away. 

“I don’t think spending a small for-
tune defending a lost cause would get 
me very far. Some feel they are justi-
fied changing the bylaws, taking oth-
ers’ rights away to benefit themselves. 
I don’t buy it. I feel that when the big 
one comes and it all hits the fan, we 
will be looking to our neighbours for 

help, not the livestock.”
“I see,“ the rooster said. “So noise is 

the issue? Well look at THIS!” He was 
pecking at a recent Driftwood letter. 
“Somebody has a problem with kids 
making noise! Now THAT I can agree 
with. The little guys around this place 
are always running around, screaming 
and yelling, throwing balls, climbing 
trees and having fun doing it! Why the 
hell can’t they just stay in the house all 
day playing video games and turning 
their brains to porridge like normal kids 
do?” 

I was ready for this conversation to 
end and turned to leave. 

“Kids make noise; it’s in their job 
description. If  they do it outside, like 
we did years ago, wonderful,” I said. 
“Maybe the people that don’t like it 
should pull up all their ‘Stay Out Of My 
Yard!’ signs and go somewhere else. I 
hear Antarctica is nice. Penguins aren’t 
too loud.” 

He was grumbling as I turned to leave. 
Walking away, I yelled back through 
the fence, “See ya later, Cinderella! I’m 
going to see Andrew at the Bond farm 
to buy some fresh vegetables!” 

When I climbed  into my pickup it 
occurred to me that more than one 
rooster confined in the same enclosure 
are not destined to be “besties.” When 
the feathers fly, I’m putting my money 
on Cinderella!

Thank you to everyone who bought pies from the Women’s 
Institute of Salt Spring Island (“The Pie Ladies”) at the 2024 Salt 
Spring Island Fall Fair. We made over 500 pies for the Fall Fair 
and with your help we raised thousands of dollars, much of 
which we will be donating to charities in November.

If you missed getting a slice of pie, we will be selling pies at 
the Apple Festival on Sunday, Sept. 29 starting at 9 a.m. in Ful-
ford Hall. Just like at the Fall Fair, we sell out early, so get there 
before 11:30 a.m., which is when we sold out last year.

Thank you for supplies: Country Grocer for whipped cream; 
John Wiebe for the wagon for transport at the Fall Fair.

A special thank-you to Brody Paine and the Harvest Kitchen 
Cafe for sourcing supplies and the use of Fulford Hall’s kitchen.

Thank you for fruit: Patrick Lee, Milly Sinclair, Moe Wendt, 
Clive Rose, Zelly Taylor and May Henderson. A special thank 
you to Patrick Lee for lots of rhubarb and sour cherries.

Thank you for pie-making help at the bees: Milly Sinclair, 
Maddy Smith and Jane Morrison.

The Women’s Institute is a 104-year-old community-based 
organization for women. Among other activities, we advocate 
on behalf of women and children’s health and services, espe-
cially for rural women. We donate money to the Salt Spring 
Food Bank, Salt Spring Farmers’ Institute and Museum, Fulford 
Hall, Greenwoods Eldercare, Copper Kettle, Island Comfort 
Quilts, Water for All, Therapeutic Riding Association, Children’s 
Health Foundation of Vancouver Island, the BC Children’s Hos-
pital, Salt Spring 4H, SSI Girl Guides (they wash the dishes at 
the Fall Fair), Santa’s Workshop and a Gulf Islands Secondary 
School scholarship. We are always looking for new members 
for the Women’s Institute; please contact us at ssiwomensinsti-
tute@gmail.com if you are interested.

CONNIE CUDRAK, 
FOR SSIWI

Pie Ladies thank 
fair contributors 



By Robb Magley 
Driftwood Staff 
A National Day for Truth and Reconciliation event will feature a first for 
Salt Spring, according to a Penelakut Tribe member whose family has 
called this island home for generations. 

On Monday, Sept. 30, as the community gathers at Fernwood Dock to honour the 
culture and history the Penelakut share on Salt Spring, islander Kurt Irwin — recently 
elected as a Penelakut councillor — will be there to welcome them, alongside the 
voices and drums of the Coastal Blood Singers Penelakut Elders and tribal leadership. 

“Our chief’s going to attend this year,” Irwin told Salt Spring’s Local Community 
Commission (LCC) at its meeting Thursday, Sept. 19. “So that’s the first time in his-
tory that our chief and Elders and our singers will be coming to Salt Spring.” 

Irwin’s connection to Salt Spring and Fernwood is deep and personal, he told the 
Driftwood, and an invitation for the community to join the event is an opportunity not 
only for meaningful steps toward reconciliation, but also to learn some foundational 
stories about the island. Irwin is a member of Salt Spring’s Sampson family, a descendant 
of England-born Henry Sampson and wife Lucy Peatson, daughter of Penelakut Island 
warrior Hulkalatkstun; Kurt’s late mother Lil Irwin was born a Sampson. 

“Under that dock, that’s my family, that’s my mom,” said Irwin. “And the artwork on that 
headstone, that’s my mom’s artwork on the plaque down there for the Sampson family.” 

Among the first to settle on Salt Spring in the late 1800s, Sampson and Peatson 
had 14 children and a farm that reached from the area around where Fernwood 
Dock sits today to St. Mary Lake. A family reunion in the 1980s hosted nearly 
400 descendants. Irwin said last year’s event to celebrate unveiling of Penelakut 
interpretive signage went particularly well, and support from Salt Spring con-
tinues to be enthusiastic. He’s received help for this event from the Hen and 
Hound Brasserie, Thrifty Foods, Transition Salt Spring, the Salt Spring Public 
Library and the Capital Regional District (CRD). 

“This year, I’ve invited our elders to come to Salt Spring to do some talks about Truth 
and Reconciliation,” said Irwin. “We’re going to have our drummers and dancers; 
we’ll have Chris Arnett there to do some talking about the territories and different 
nations. It’s going to be a great event for people to come out and listen.” 

The gathering will begin at 11 a.m., with the North End’s own DJ Rave Coach bringing 
music to the Hen & Hound Brasserie as they host a BBQ fundraiser. At noon, the 
Coastal Blood Singers will begin a drumming ceremony at the dock. Volunteers to 
help at the event are always welcome, Irwin said, saying anyone looking to help out 
with cooking and serving could reach out to the Hen and Hound, or to Transition 
Salt Spring’s Natasha Kong at 
natasha@transitionsaltspring.com.  

Monetary donations to help offset equip-
ment and travel costs would also be appre-
ciated; Irwin said some of the fundraising 
last year ultimately went toward sending 
Coastal Blood Singers to greet a young 
boy returning home from a long hospital 
stay, after having been badly burned in a 
house fire. 

“They travelled to his house, on the request of his mother,” said Irwin, “and they 
greeted him with drumming and dancing. We’d like to continue that sort of thing. 
I mean, what little bit we are getting for them, they’re giving it right back again.”

Considering Penelakut’s ties to Salt Spring — connections, history and roots all over 
the island — Irwin said the Elders share his concern that “they don’t officially own 
any land here.” 

“That’s not a very good thing,” said Irwin, “because a lot of our ancestors are 
getting washed up on shore, and we have no place to rebury them properly on 
Salt Spring Island.”  

For the Sept. 30 event, according to CRD staff, while the LCC’s grants-in-aid funding 
was between cycles, the regional district was able to quickly provide some financial 
help through government-to-government funding.  

“We did refer that request to our First Nations department, and they were able to 
provide them some support,” said CRD senior manager Stephen Henderson, adding 
that while he was hesitant to speak to a dollar value as it was still being “firmed up,” 
it was seemingly a good substitute for grant-in-aid funding. 

Fernwood Dock is near the intersection of Walker’s Hook 
and Fernwood roads. Monday’s family-friendly event 
will run until 3 p.m. 

Mouat’s Trading 
Co. is humbled and 
grateful to work on the 
unceded territory of 
the Hul'q'umi'num' and 
SENĆOŦEN speaking 
peoples. We recognize our 
responsibility in building 
meaningful relationships 
and continued learning. 
Mouat’s will donate a 
portion of profits from the 
weekend to the IRSS.

S i n c e  1 9 6 9windsorplywood.com
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Y OWNED AND OPERA
TED

166 Rainbow Road, Ph: 250-537-5564 / Fax: 250-537-1207 
RAINBOW ROAD: Mon-Fri 7am to 5pm / Saturdays 8am to 5pm

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
BEDDIS ROAD: Mon 6:30am to 3pm

Tues-Fri 6:30am to 4pm / Saturdays  8am to 4pm

Windsor Plywood

In recognition of
Truth and Reconciliation Day 

We will be closed Sept 30th

G U L F  I S L A N D S

The Driftwood office will be closed 
on Thursday, Sept. 30 in support 
of the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation, which has been created 
to recognize and commemorate the 
intergenerational harm that residential 
schools have caused to Indigenous 
families and communities, and to 
honour those who have been affected 
by this injustice.

250-537-9933  •  241 Fulford-Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2K7

driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

&&&&&&

CULTURAL TRADITIONS & HISTORY
IN FOCUS AT FERNWOOD EVENT

TRUTH RECONCILIATION DAY
September 30th

Penelakut community and Sampson/Irwin family members gather for a photo after a celebration of 
new interpretive signage installed at Fernwood Dock in May of 2023. Another Penelakut visit is set 
for Monday, Sept. 30 — Truth and Reconciliation Day — at the dock and the nearby Hen & Hound 
Brasserie from 12 to 3 p.m., with a BBQ fundraiser and music beginning at 11 a.m. at the brasserie.

(Alex Harris photo)
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Gibson Trio
Brahms and Friends
in the afternoon

Paula Kiffner (cello)
Robert Holliston (piano)
Keith MacLeod (clarinet)

All Saints Anglican Church
Monday October 7, 2024 2:30pm

tickets $30

Tickets available at
ArtSpring box office and at the door.

SaltSpringinn SALTSPRINGINN.COM

250-537-9339

11AM-8PM WEEKDAYS  |  9AM-8PM SAT & SUN
Reservations at saltspringinn.com

Cozy indoor or Patio dining & Take-out too!

Studies in the 
dental literature 
suggest that in-
creasing oxygen in 
between teeth and 
gums can positively influ-
ence the characteristics of the oral 
bacteria (biofilm), consequently 
reducing the risk of tooth decay 
and gum inflammation. The Amer-
ican Association of Periodontists 
analysis of flossing effectiveness 
underscores the significance of 
this approach in the manage-
ment of periodontal health.
Oral irrigators have been shown 
to effectively increase oxygen in 
the saliva through a jet of water, 
which disturbs and disrupts the 
oxygen poor environment favored 
by disease causing bacteria. This 
disruption of the saliva promotes 
the influx of oxygen, inhibiting the 
growth of decay causing bacteria 

and inflammatory 
microorganisms.

In contrast, traditional 
flossing, while benefi-

cial; may not achieve the 
same level of oxygenation due 

to its limitations in reaching deep 
in between teeth and gum pock-
ets. By utilizing oral irrigators the 
increased oxygen helps to create 
an environment less conducive to 
the growth of harmful bacteria, 
thereby reducing the incidence 
of decay and mitigating gingival 
and periodontal inflammation. 
This evidence underscores the 
potential of using oral irrigators 
as an adjunctive tool in oral hy-
giene routines for improving 
periodontal health outcomes.

OSBORNE BAY
DENTAL HEALTH CENTRE

New Patients Welcome!

EST’D 2022EST’DEST’D 20222022

Managing the oral microbiome 
and exploring 

the oral systemic connection.

M
a

n
agin

g your Microbio
m

e

Please Call to Schedule a 
Visit with Us! 250-737-3864

Osborne Bay Dental Health Centre
8150 Arthur St. Crofton

Dr. Steve Michaluk

Dr. Steve Michaluk

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
Clinic Hours: 9am-5pm

Frey performs Bach’s Cello Suites
ArtSpring pre-season 
concert on Saturday 
night

BY KIRSTEN BOLTON
F O R  A R T S P R I N G

At the heart of the reper-
toire of nearly all cellists, Bach’s 
Cello Suites are among the most 
appreciated works of classical 
music lovers around the world. 

Returning to ArtSpring this 
Saturday, Sept. 28 at 7:30 p.m. to 
perform a special “pre-season” 
concert is Juno-winning Ameri-
can-Canadian cellist, gambist and 
researcher Elinor Frey, who has 
performed across the Americas 
and in Europe in recital and with 
numerous chamber orchestras, 
such as Rosa Barocca, Constan-
tinople, Les idées heureuses, Il 
Gardellino, Tafelmusik and Pacif-
ic Baroque Orchestra.

Frey, whose style has been 

described by Gramophone Review as 
“elegant, playful and generous,” will be 
performing the exquisite Cello Suites 1, 
4 and 5. 

“The suites highlight how Bach is espe-
cially adept at mixing particular char-
acteristics of the cello,” explained Frey. 
“Because of its unique range, from the 
low bass to the soprano, the cello is able 

to create the illusion of multiple voices, a 
polyphony inspired by the use of Bach’s 
harmony and melody, wonderful tech-
niques that intrigue the ear at every 
moment.” 

The baroque suites were said to be 
composed around 1720 when Bach lived 
in Cöthen in the service of Prince Leop-
old, when his secular and instrumental 
music included works for solo violin and 
the famous Brandenburg concertos.

Frey’s presentation coincides with a 
pre-concert ArtSpring volunteer appre-
ciation event, an annual wine and 
cheese mingler to thank and recognize 
ArtSpring’s close to 80 volunteers who 
contribute to box offi ce shifts, duty man-
aging, poster distribution and artist bil-
leting. Volunteers were also offered spe-
cial pricing to enjoy the concert.

“Volunteers are critical to our opera-
tions and being able to bring the arts, 
both local productions and international 
performers, to our community,” said 
Howard Jang, executive and artistic direc-
tor. “We’re thrilled to be able to show 
our thanks with organized events like 
this, reduced or complimentary tickets 
and opportunities to join advisory round-
table committees. It really strengthens 
the fabric of our island.”

Tickets for the Frey concert are avail-
able through the box offi ce, and include 
the $15 Angel Program seating aimed 
to make the arts more accessible to all. 
Those interested in learning more about 
volunteering are invited to contact the 
box offi ce. 

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH DELAGE

Elinor Frey, who will perform Bach’s Cello 
Suites 1, 4 and 5 at ArtSpring on Saturday.

ARTSPRING

ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

HAVE AN EVENT FOR THE WHAT’S ON CALENDAR?

Send an email with details to: 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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• Deon Venter presents Chrysalis and 
Kathy Venter presents Echo/Refl ection/
Entrance at Gallery 8 through Oct. 20.

• Today, Sept. 25 is the last day to see 
Diana Dean: Then and Now at Salt Spring 
Gallery.

• Resurgence, an art exhibition by 
members of the Indigenous Friendship 
Circle, is in the library program room until 
Sept. 28.

• From Oct. 2 to 31, three members of 
The Headhunters portrait group — Ojima 
Clark, Mary Pennell, and R M Dupuy 
show portraits of islanders in the library 
program room. 

• Island Textile Artists group presents 
Diverse Threads in the ArtSpring lobby 
this month.

• Claudia Schröder-Adams is showing 
photographs of birds she has seen on her 
travels at the Country Grocer Cafe for the 
month of September.

what’s on this week

• Deadpool & Wolverine is the movie 
from Friday, Sept. 27 to Tuesday, Oct. 1 at 
7 p.m. each night, plus a 3 p.m. matinee 
on Sunday. See thefritz.ca for more info. 

Wed.                            Sept. 25
 ACTIVITIES

Seniors’ Safety: Stopping Elder Abuse & 
Neglect. With guest speakers from the BC 
Community Response Network and Crime 
Stoppers. Salt Spring Public Library. 3:30 
p.m.

What Is Zen? Fifth in six-week series of 
talks presented by Salt Spring Zen Circle. 
All Saints by-the-Sea. 7 p.m. 

Music Bingo. Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m.

Salt Spring Island Museum. Farmers’ 
Institute grounds. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Thur.         Sept. 26
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

FisherPoets Gathering. Evening of 
poetry, storytelling and songs related to 
coastal life and fi shing. With guests from 
Washington, Oregon and Vancouver, B.C. 
joining islanders. Meaden Hall. 6 to 9 p.m.

Open Mic & Jam. With Rough & Tumble 
at the Legion. 7:30 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Green Drinks. “Thinking like an island,” a 
discussion of eco-minded folks. Salt Spring 
Wild Cider. 5 to 7 p.m.

Book Launch: Chris Arnett. Salt Spring 
writer presents Signs of the Time: 
Nłeʔkepmx Resistance Through Rock Art. 
Library program room. 7 p.m.

ArtSpring Community Roundtable: 
Connecting the Dots. Community 
discussion and brainstorming. ArtSpring. 
7 to 9 p.m. 

Salt Spring Island Museum. See Wed. 
listing. 

Fri.         Sept. 27
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Karaoke. Legion. 7:30 p.m.

DJ Boomtown. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

Fri.         Sept. 27 

Story Time. In the library children’s area. 
11 to 11:30 a.m.

ASK Salt Spring. This week’s guests are 
LCC members. SIMS. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Youth Games & Chess Club. Drop-in for 
ages 9 to 13 in the library’s children’s 
area. 1 to 4 p.m.

Friday Games Night. For ages 13 to 19 at 
the library program room. 7 p.m. 

Salt Spring Island Museum. See Wed. 
listing. 

Sat.  Sept. 28
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Island Chamber Winds: Autumn Colours – 
Octets of Yesterday and Today. All Saints 
by-the-Sea. 3 p.m.

Old Times Cafe. Open stage at the 
Fulford Hall annex. 7 to 11 p.m. On the 
last Saturday of every month.

Elinor Frey: Bach Cello Suites. ArtSpring 
pre-season concert. 7:30 p.m. 
 
OK Dope. Comedy night at the Legion. 
7:30 p.m.

Brett Smith Daniels Band. Moby’s Pub. 9 
p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market. In Centennial Park. 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Ruckle Museum Open House. Visit Ruckle 
Park’s oldest house. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Salt Spring Garden Club Fall Plant Sale. 
Farmers’ Institute. 1 to 3 p.m. 

Sun.  Sept. 29 
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Jazz Jam. With Frank Allen 4 and guests. 
Legion. 3 to 6 p.m.

Sun.  Sept. 29 
  ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Apple Festival. Self-guided 
tour of orchards and other food 
producing spots, plus Fulford Hall display 
of apples, pie from the Pie Ladies, South 
End Sausage BBQ and more. 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tickets outside the Ganges Visitors 
Centre and at Fulford Hall. 

Salt Spring Island Museum. See Wed. 
listing. 

Mon.                            Sept. 30 

Vetta Chamber Music Presents: Liminal 
Spaces. Works by Mozart, Ryan, 
Beethoven. ArtSpring. 2:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

National Day For Truth & Reconciliation. 
Penelakut Coastal Blood Singers perform 
a drumming ceremony at Fernwood Dock 
from 12 to 1 p.m. DJ Rave Coach and BBQ 
fundraiser at Hen & Hound Brasserie from 
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.

Salt Spring Scottish Country Dancing. All 
Saints by-the-Sea upper hall. 6 to 7 p.m. 
Free to try this month. 

Tues.  Oct. 1
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Country and Folk Singers and 
Songwriters. Legion. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

National Seniors Day. Seniors for Climate 
Presents Stop the Subsidies, Fund 
the People! Valdy singalong and more at 
the library program room. 2 p.m.  

Tuesday Farmers Market. Every Tuesday 
at Centennial Park. 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Trivia Tuesday. Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m.

Wed.                                Oct. 2
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea à Tempo: Alan Moberg. All Saints 
by-the-Sea. Followed by optional tea and 
treats. 2:10 p.m. 

 ART EXHIBITIONS

 CINEMA

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre 7:30am to 9pm  
Customer Service 250-537-1522

Salt Spring Apple Festival
Sunday, Sept. 29

9 am to 5 pm
Fulford Hall & self-guided tour

Tickets/maps at Visitor Centre + Fulford Hall

Wed.                                Oct. 2
  ACTIVITIES

What is Zen?  Sixth in six-week series of 
talks presented by Salt Spring Zen Circle. 
All Saints by-the-Sea. 7 p.m. 

Swing Dancing. Legion. 6 p.m.

Music Bingo. Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m.

TEA À TEMPO

Coast in focus at All Saints
Alan Moberg performs Oct. 2

SUBMITTED BY MUSIC MAKERS

Tea à Tempo is once again honoured to have Alan 
Moberg, Salt Spring Island’s “Saltwater Cowboy”  — 
songwriter, singer, husband, father, grandfather, son, 
brother, landscaper, friend — on the All Saints by-the-
Sea stage on Wednesday, Oct. 2 at 2:10 p.m. 

Moberg will sing songs and tell stories from the 
eight decades of his coastal experience.

 Moberg was born in 1941 in Pender Harbour, B.C.  
His dad was a logger who became a fi sherman that 
same year.  At 83, Moberg is three years into his ninth 
decade on these shores.  His mother was a city girl who 
became an up-coast wife and mom. She learned to 
slice frozen bait in Fitzhugh Sound, shoot a marauding 
mink who was killing their chickens and raise two kids, 
largely on her own, as her husband was away fi shing 
for up to fi ve months of the year.

The fi rst word Moberg spoke was “boat.” As a tod-

dler, he could tell whose boat it was before it came 
around the point by the sound of its engine.  He 
migrated with his mother to Rivers Inlet for the fi shing 
season in 1945 and for three more years, with his mom 
and younger sister Lynda, from 1950 through 1952.

Moberg deep-sea-trolled with his dad in the sum-
mers from the age of 11 and later seined both salmon 
and herring on bigger boats.  At age 22, he returned to 
fi shing with his father to make up for the sea legs and 
abilities he had lacked as a youngster.  His dad would 
say that this more mature son was the best man he 
ever had on the boat. 

John Lugsdin of the Salt Spring Sailing Club said 
that Moberg is one of the few people who remembers 
the B.C. coast as it once was and invited him to play a 
concert for the club’s members. Moberg told stories 
and sang songs of his beloved West Coast and it was a 
smashing success, the folks loved it.

Entrance to the recital is by donation. Tea and 
treats will be served immediately following the con-
cert in the hall overlooking Ganges Harbour.

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

 ACTIVITIES



PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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In Memoriam In Memoriam

TIDE TABLES
at Fulford Harbour

           

250-537-9933
241 Fulford-Ganges Rd, 

Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2K7

G U L F  I S L A N D S

driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com • www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

When using Daylight Saving Time, one hour must be added to the predicted time in the table

 DAY TIME  FEET METERS  DAY TIME  FEET METERS

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2024 PST (UTC-8H)

25
5:27 1.9 0.58

14:43 10.3 3.14

26
6:35 2.3 0.7

15:31 10.4 3.17

27
7:42 2.7 0.82

16:08 10.4 3.17

22:15 8 2.44

28
0:46 8.1 2.47

8:40 3 0.91

16:37 10.2 3.11

22:27 7.3 2.23

29
2:28 8.1 2.47
9:30 3.3 1.01
17:00 10 3.05
22:47 6.6 2.01

30
3:41 8.2 2.5
10:11 3.8 1.16
17:18 9.8 2.99
23:08 5.9 1.8

1 
OCT

4:40 8.4 2.56
10:47 4.3 1.31
17:31 9.6 2.93
23:31 5.1 1.55

2
5:34 8.7 2.65
11:21 5 1.52
17:43 9.4 2.87
23:55 4.3 1.31

2100 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1Z7

250-653-9884

saltspringcemetery.ca

Obituaries Obituaries

Glenn Leigh

With deep sadness we mourn the passing 
of Glenn Leigh Grimmer, who died 
peacefully in his sleep on August 29, 2024, 
at the age of 72.
A lifelong learner and multi-generational 
Gulf Islander, Glenn loved the islands and 
the people who live here. He enjoyed boating, 
fishing, hunting, foraging, scuba diving, flying, 
farming, and many other activities through 
the years.  He dearly loved his family and 
friends. The youngest blaster in BC, Glenn 
worked in logging camps on the coast before 
he started Gulf Excavating on Pender Island 
in 1976.  He worked hard up until the day of 
his passing, helping people all over the Gulf 
Islands build homes and realize their dreams 
on their own piece of paradise.
Glenn is predeceased by daughters Kristen, 
Shelah, and Sarah, by his father Donald, and 
his brother Bruce. He leaves to mourn his 
wife Barbara, mother Margaret, sons Aaron 
and Isaac, daughters Theresa (Nathan) and 
Cara, and stepsons Walter and Alex (Erin).  
He leaves his grandsons Donovan, Keagan, 
Alexander, and Nathaniel, and granddaughters 
Eveleena and Lilyanna.  He also leaves his 
brother Dale, sisters Eileen (Vivijan) and Cindy 
(Tom), sister-in-law Barbara, and many family 
members and friends.
Glenn had multiple health issues but always 
had a positive outlook and strong faith. He 
worked hard on his recovery, freely offering 
his advice and help to others who also had 
health challenges.  
God saw you getting tired, and a cure was not 
to be, so he put his arms around you, and he 
whispered come to me. You never said I’m 
leaving, you never said goodbye, you were 
gone before we knew it, and only God knows 
why. In life we loved you dearly, in death we 
love you still, and in our hearts, we hold a place 
that only you can fill. A golden heart stopped 
beating, hard working hands now rest,  God 
broke our hearts to prove to us, he only takes 
the best.
You will be lovingly and always remembered 
by family and friends and by all who crossed 
your path.
There will be a memorial and celebration of 
life for Glenn on Friday, November 15  at the 
Pender Island Community Hall from 2:30 to 
6:00.  Food will be provided.

August 18, 1952
– August 29, 2024

Grimmer
Glenn Leigh
Grimmer
Glenn Leigh
Grimmer
Glenn Leigh

NOTICE
Notice of intention to dispose of a vessel under section 39 of the 

Wrecked, Abandoned or Hazardous Vessels Act

“Tehani” 28’ blue SV moored in Ganges Harbour, Saltspring Island 
is considered Abandoned –

 TC File W2024-503324

“Spring Break” 26’ blue SV moored in Ganges Harbour, Saltspring 
Island is considered Abandoned –

 TC File 2024-503323

“Englander” 28’ white SV moored in Ganges Harbour, Saltspring 
Island is considered Abandoned –

 TC File W2024-503193

20’ “Sara Jean” orange cabin SV moored in Ganges Harbour, 
Saltspring Island is considered Abandoned –

TC File W2024-503333

28’ SV black hull SV moored in Ganges Harbour, Saltspring Island is 
considered Abandoned – 

TC File W2024-503342

This notice serves as official notice of the Minister’s intention to 
dispose of these vessels after 30 days from which this notice was 
given. Should you have any questions, you may contact, Transport 
Canada’s Navigation Protection Program at NPPPAC-PPNPAC@
tc.gc.ca or 604-775-8867 and reference file numbers above.

Legal Legal Legal

Building Materials

PROTECT 
OUR 
PLANET...

RECYCLE 
THIS 
NEWS
PAPER.

WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 1 TO 7, 2024

WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 8 TO 14, 2024

WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 22 TO 28, 2024

WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 15 TO 21, 2024

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
SCORPIO, SAGITTARIUS AND CAPRICORN

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
AQUARIUS, PISCES AND ARIES

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
LEO, VIRGO AND LIBRA

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
TAURUS, GEMINI AND CANCER

ARIES
You’ll have a lot of work and urgent 
details to sort out at home and work 
this week. Don’t hesitate to ask your 
family for help. They’ll be happy to lend 
a hand!

TAURUS
Well-meaning friends might invite you 
to exercise regularly to stay in shape 
over winter. This will help you feel 
good about yourself and stay healthy.

GEMINI
This week, you’ll devote your time to 
your home and family. You’ll deco-
rate your space how you like and be 
happy with the results. The New Moon 
will bring action into your life.

CANCER
You’ll be on the go this week or play 
taxi driver for your nearest and dear-
est, which will take some time. You’ll 
also spend time talking on the phone 
and being active on social media. You’ll 
be curious and easy to talk to.

LEO
A mountain of files awaits you at work. 
This will cause some stress but bring 
in much-needed extra income, so you 
may need to double-check some in-
voices.

VIRGO
Your friends will want to go shopping 
with you. Although you’ll suggest vari-
ous activities, you may end up going 
on an adventure on your own. You 
could play a sport or do another fun 
activity.

LIBRA
Take a step back to relax and gain a 
better perspective. This will help you 
determine how to make your personal 
or professional life more interesting.

SCORPIO
Your friends may ask you to join them 
for a relaxing weekend retreat, or your 
partner could take you on a romantic 
getaway. Either way, you’ll have fun in 
a rejuvenating atmosphere.

SAGITTARIUS
You might be given new responsibili-
ties at work, requiring a few extra hours 
to complete your projects. However, 
this could lead to better job opportu-
nities in the future.

CAPRICORN
A training course suggested by your 
boss will open doors to a more promis-
ing future, with possible advancement 
after graduation. A celebratory trip is 
in the cards. Lots of fun ahead!

AQUARIUS
September is a time for new begin-
nings — a new school year for students 
and a return to work for others. Take 
this opportunity to think about what 
you want to do with your life and start 
working toward it.

PISCES
You’ll be responsible for organizing a 
big event despite feeling uncomfort-
able in crowds. This will show you that 
stepping outside your comfort zone 
can help you succeed and accomplish 
your goals.

ARIES
Your funny side can be powerful in dif-
fusing conflicts and creating a relaxed 
environment. Your opinions carry weight 
and spark interest in those around you.

TAURUS
Facing an unexpected expense may 
be unsettling, but it could reveal that 
you have the resources to achieve your 
goals, such as buying a house or plan-
ning a trip.

GEMINI
Your friends may invite you to partici-
pate in social and athletic activities 
during the upcoming colder months. 
Maintaining your physical and mental 
fitness can enhance your overall well-
being and help you develop a bal-
anced approach to life.

CANCER
If work is overwhelming, taking a break 
can be a valuable source of rejuvena-
tion. Despite the organization’s seem-
ing complexity, the experience can 
offer much-needed clarity and peace 
of mind. 

LEO
If you’re feeling chronically tired, con-
sider gradually transforming your life-
style. Exploring spiritual activities can 
help you regain energy and vitality 
and achieve a balance between the 
physical and the spiritual.

VIRGO
You’re climbing the ranks at work, in-
creasing the likelihood of a promotion. 
Financial success is also on the horizon, 
with fruitful returns on your invest-
ments despite the economic climate.

LIBRA
The idea of taking a trip may reflect a 
deep desire for change and alignment 
with your values. Starting a large-scale 
project, alone or with family, could be 
a tangible expression of this aspiration.

SCORPIO
Good news about financing one of your 
dreams confirms your ability to over-
come fears and anxieties. Success will 
boost your self-confidence and remove 
any obstacles in your path.

SAGITTARIUS
Your role in a difficult decision will be 
crucial. Make sure to gather all neces-
sary information to make informed 
choices. The confidence placed in you 
is a recognition of your discernment.

CAPRICORN
Your health may be challenged by over-
working despite being successful at 
your job. Make sure to prioritize rest 
and well-being after achieving success.

AQUARIUS
Receiving recognition for your accom-
plishments will be gratifying. You could 
win an award or be nominated for 
something. This will boost your self-
esteem and strengthen your confi-
dence, marking a moment of pride 
and achievement.

PISCES
You may strongly desire to be in the 
comfort of your home. Rearranging 
your living space to create a stream-
lined atmosphere could help bring 
clarity and peace to your everyday life.

ARIES
Take the initiative to rebalance your 
friendships. If you’re surrounded by 
energy-sucking friends, set bound-
aries to preserve your vitality and be 
respected.

TAURUS
If you have young children, it’s essential 
to be disciplined and set clear rules. 
Being tactful with people around you 
can help avoid conflicts and hurt feel-
ings.

GEMINI
You may be drawn to travel opportuni-
ties this week. At work, serving people 
in a language in which you’re not en-
tirely fluent will be a rewarding chal-
lenge, both personally and financially.

CANCER
If you’ve been working hard to eat 
healthy and exercise, you’ll finally start 
seeing positive results. Perseverance is 
the key to regaining your well-being 
and self-confidence.

LEO
A friend will suggest an enriching ex-
perience. Responding to a particular 
need for adrenalin will provide a re-
freshing break from your routine and 
boost your self-esteem.

VIRGO
Expressing your opinions confidently 
and authoritatively can help you rise 
through the ranks at work. If you show-
case your leadership skills, you may 
even find yourself in the boss’s chair.

LIBRA
You’ll indulge in luxury shopping this 
week. Renewing your wardrobe may 
be justified in taking on new responsi-
bilities at work. Treating yourself can 
be highly gratifying and boost your 
confidence.

SCORPIO
Take the time to resolve problems at 
home or with family members. If nec-
essary, consider refreshing your decor 
to prepare for fall.

SAGITTARIUS
Make sure your car, phone and com-
puter are in good working order. 
Charge the batteries so your devices 
remain functional no matter where 
you are. Preventative measures can 
go a long way to avoiding potential 
problems.

CAPRICORN
Set a strict budget to enjoy your hob-
bies while maintaining financial sta-
bility. Sound financial management 
will help calm your nerves, and finan-
cial matters will become very impor-
tant at work.

AQUARIUS
New and demanding responsibilities 
may come your way at work and home 
this week. Patience and perseverance 
are necessary to overcome fatigue and 
stress, but the rewards will be worth it.

PISCES
If you’re experiencing restless nights 
due to racing thoughts, try to find some 
escape. Consider signing up for a gym 
membership to help restore balance.

ARIES
You may benefit from changing your 
lifestyle to improve your physical and 
mental health. You’ll realize this after 
overdoing it. These changes may also 
have a positive impact on your work life.

TAURUS
You’ll be focused on your love life and 
may experience moments of intense 
happiness with your partner. If you’re 
single, you could meet your soulmate 
and quickly consider making a serious 
commitment.

GEMINI
A well-deserved raise will improve your 
financial situation. Your entrepreneurial 
spirit, creativity and imagination could 
lead you to start a successful home-
based business.

CANCER
Minor changes to your appearance, 
like new clothes or a new hairstyle, 
could boost your self-esteem. You’ll be 
able to stand out from the crowd and 
have a positive self-image.

LEO
Your attention to detail and eye for 
esthetics will be heightened tenfold, 
inspiring you to reimagine your home 
decor. You may come upon an unex-
pected sum of money that will allow 
you to treat yourself.

VIRGO
Expressing yourself openly and honestly 
could increase your self-confidence. 
This may cause some jealousy but will 
also bring admiration. Others will no-
tice your elegance.

LIBRA
Your artistic talents may help you secure 
a second source of income. Creat ing an 
exceptional work of art will be a grati-
fying achievement despite time con-
straints, and you’ll enjoy staying active.

SCORPIO
Be prepared for a demanding week as 
you adjust at work and home. Compro-
mises will be necessary to restore har-
mony, and you’ll need to take action to 
restore balance among those closest 
to you.

SAGITTARIUS
It’s a great week to recharge your batter-
ies, whether through massage therapy 
or taking some alone time to relax and 
rejuvenate. Take the time you need to 
restore your energy.

CAPRICORN
Being active in various groups will ex-
pand your social circle. Looking put-
together will be vital to increasing your 
network and helping you connect with 
people who can benefit your career.

AQUARIUS
Delegating more tasks can reduce 
stress at work and home. Avoid worry-
ing excessively about your loved ones 
— trust your children to make their 
own choices.

PISCES
An extraordinary opportunity to travel 
will present itself. However, the main 
challenge will be finding the time and 
money. Be patient and methodical in 
planning this incredible escape.

November 14, 1946 (Powell River, B.C.) -
September 16, 2024 (Nanaimo, B.C.)

Donald (Don)
Neil Fee

Predeceased by parents, Leon and Olida Fee, 
and wife Yvonne (2014). Lovingly remembered 
by daughter Sarah, beloved grandson Hamish, 
brother Pat, nephew Kaleb & niece Crystal.
In lieu of flowers, please kindly consider a 
memorial donation to the Nanaimo SPCA in 
Don’s memory. No service by request.

Forever Loved ~ Forever Missed ~ Forever Free
~Rest Easy Donal~

Obituaries Obituaries
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ISLAND LIFE

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
the Gulf Clinic

241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
WINTER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos, 
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you 
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Windsor
Plywood

CANDIDATES DEBATE
BC Provincial Election
Saanich North and the Islands

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9TH

5:00 - 6:30PM @ ARTSPRING
EVERYONE WELCOME  / FREE ADMISSION

CO-SPONSORED BY
THE DRIFTWOOD 

AND SALT SPRING FORUM

Moderator: Valeskca San Martin

G U L F  I S L A N D S

INVASIVE SPECIES 

Shiny geranium pops up with rain

Native plant group 
provides timely advice

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

For islanders who were alerted to the 
presence of shiny geranium on their 
properties earlier this year, efforts to nip 
its spread in the bud can start now.

Cathy Young of Transition Salt Spring’s 
Native Plant Stewardship Group said 
germination of the Geranium lucidum 
invasive plant is already well underway 

due to the heavy rainfall that occurred 
in late August. 

A check of one of the patches on my 
property confi rmed that was the case, 
and hand pulling of the tiny plants has 
begun. Somehow they don’t seem as 
pernicious when they are small, but 
it’s alarming to see how many seeds 
have germinated and would become 
full-sized seed-bearing plants if not 
removed. 

“It is difficult to distinguish from 
dovesfoot cranesbill (Geranium molle) 
when small, but dovesfoot is also a 
non-native and somewhat invasive,” 

said Young, indicating that it’s probably 
okay if some dovesfoot are sacrifi ced 
while dealing with the shiny geranium. 

“The characteristic smooth stems of 
shiny geranium won’t become red until 
plants have had some sun,” said Young, 
but I noticed that the bottom of the 
leaves have a red or pink hue and can be 
distinguished from dovesfoot that way. 

The problem with shiny geranium is 
that it creates mats, or monocultures, 
that out-compete native plant commu-
nities, said Young. It is tolerant of all but 
the extremes of sun, shade, precipita-
tion and soil types, though it prefers 
open forest fl oors, and has a long ger-
mination season — from now until late 
spring. Up to fi ve generations of plants 
can exist on a single site in one year. 
Young said its seeds can be thrown up 
to 20 feet and the seeds survive at least 
two years in the ground. 

Young recommends creating a solu-
tion of water with seven to 10 per cent 
vinegar, and adding a bit of dish deter-
gent to help it stick, and applying to 
affected areas on dry and/or sunny days. 

“It will kill the delicate leaves of annu-
als by rupturing the cells,” she said. 

(She cautions that any vinegar solu-
tion of more than 11 per cent is capable 
of burning skin, damaging eyes and cor-
roding metal.)

Flame weeding and hand-pulling also 
work, she said, and should be repeated 
when shiny geranium plants re-appear 
— perhaps monthly. Areas should be 
monitored closely and treatments or 
hand-pulling repeated the following 
year.

The B.C. government’s shiny gera-
nium invasive species alert fact sheet has 
detailed information about the plant 
and identifi cation tips. 

PHOTO COMPILATION COURTESY CATHY YOUNG

Photos show, clockwise from top left, mature plants before and then after vinegar 
solution treatment, plants in pot and the ground on Sept. 9. 
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For some regular attendees of the annual 
Salt Spring Island Fall Fair, there’s one 

food booth they just can’t pass by. Every 
year, Thrifty Foods barbecues up delicious 
racks of pork ribs, with coleslaw and a bun, 
with all proceeds going to island charities. 

Thrifty’s donates the food, says the Salt 
Spring store’s assistant manager Sandra 
Crandall, so every dollar collected goes 
back to the community. This year the Fall 
Fair booth brought in about $3,500. 

“That money supports lots of local chari-
ties, including the Salt Spring Island Farmers’ 
Institute, because food security is really 
important, and we want to make sure we 
are supporting our farmers,” says Crandall.

The institute is always in need of funds to 
improve its infrastructure, so this year’s dona-
tion from Thrifty Foods will help with projects 
such as roof repairs on the grounds’ buildings. 

“I don’t think people understand how important 
the Farmers’ Institute is, and what actually goes 
on during the course of a year out there,” says 
Crandall, who is also an institute board member.

Island Community Services’ Christmas pro-
grams are another beneficiary of Fall Fair 
booth funds, with Thrifty Foods providing 
Smile Cards and several other items for two 
or three families at Christmas time. Beyond 
that, the Christmas Hamper program is 
also generously supported, and Gabriel’s 
Kitchen — a hugely successful community 
meal initiative — receives food donations from 
Thrifty’s. The local store also provides sup-
port to the Cops for Cancer – Tour de Rock 
and countless Salt Spring Island groups.

In addition to raising funds for char-
ity, Crandall says the store’s staff mem-
bers also really enjoy being at the fair. 

“The Fall Fair is a lot of fun. I really enjoy being 
there,” she says. “It also gives us a chance to 
connect with our community in a huge way.” 

Both this year and last, volunteers walked 
around the grounds offering slices of water-
melon donated by Thrifty’s to fair attendees. 

Thrifty Foods Salt Spring welcomes shop-
pers daily from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at 114 
Purvis Lane in Ganges. Visit thriftyfoods. 
com for the latest news, new products 
and events, or follow them on Facebook.

— See this article online at gulfis-
landsdriftwood.com

THRIFTY FOODS’ FALL FAIR 
PARTICIPATION SUPPORTS FARMERS’ 
INSTITUTE AND WHOLE COMMUNITY 

Having fun in the Thrifty Foods fundraising booth at the 
Sept. 7-8 Fall Fair are, from left, Heidi, Brett, Sandra, Luke, 
Darion and Kellie, with store manager Mike Boizard in front.

PAID CONTENT

SPORTS + RECREATION
DRAGON BOAT RACING

Dragons close out season with silver at Comox
Island team celebrates 
extra sparkly season of 
medal wins

BY DONNA COCHRAN 
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Spirit Point Dragons came home with 
silver at Comox Marina Park on Saturday, 
Sept. 14, capping off a glittery dragon 
boat racing season by medalling at every 
festival. 

Vancouver Island Paddling members 
hosted their second annual festival, bring-
ing together 39 teams, women’s and 
mixed, to compete in standard 20-paddler 
and short 10-paddler boats. 

The 200-metre sprint races required pre-
cision starts and flawless timing. Spirit 
Point Dragons met the challenge. In the 
first and second race, we placed first with 
best times of 54.93 seconds and 1.00 min-
ute. The combined race times placed our 
team fifth overall for mixed teams.

The docking of the boats in the con-
fined marina space proved challenging and 
delayed the races over the course of the 
day. In addition, the pending rain forecast 

held off until the start of the semi-final 
races when the wind came up and the 
clouds opened on the racers. Given these 
conditions, the organizers decided that the 
semi-finals would be the last races of the 
festival.

In the final race, Spirit Point raced in the 
outside lane so had the challenge of wind 
and choppy water from passing boats. We 
held our own and came a respectable third 
with a time of 1:03.26 behind second-place 
Wave Cutters (1:01.96) and first-place Mid 

Island Masters (59.06). With the combined 
three race times, Spirit Point still main-
tained fifth place overall in the festival and 
earned a silver in B Division.  

Paddlers included Cora Platz, Donna 
Cochran, Sheena Frisch, Robyn Huntley, 
Melynda Okulitch, Ann Marie Davidson, 
Gwyneth Ortlepp, Wendy Eggertson, Leah 
Chang, Louisa Taylor, Rob Huber, Stewart 
Rimmer, April Ray, John Ortlepp, Sam 
Goddard, Andrew Okulitch, Chris Ortlepp 
and coach Michael Peirce. Special thanks 
to guest paddlers Mahdu Bannur and 
Janet Bright, from Fairway Gorge Momen-
tum Club, and to our former coach, Mary 
Rowles. 

Audrey Denton did a superb job as 
drummer, keeping us on time and moti-
vated for each race. Given the changing 
weather conditions and tides, steersperson 
Tom McKeachie showed he could handle it 
all. While Wendy McEachern wasn’t able 
to paddle due to injury, she graciously was 
the team dog-handler for the day.

A heartfelt “paddles up!” to team man-
ager Barry Green and assistant coach Lynda 
Green for their support this past season. 
And a big shout-out of thanks to the Drift-
wood for letting us brag about our results 
all season. See you next season.

PHOTO COURTESY SPIRIT POINT DRAGONS

Spirit Point Dragons team members at Comox Marina Park on Sept. 14. 


