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PHOTO BY ROBERT MCTAVISH
CARRYING THE LOAD: Salt Spring Literacy (SSL) volunteer and past board member Karen Dakin
accepts book donations at SSL's Books & Bling Donation Day on Saturday, Aug. 31 outside Salt Spring
Island Middle School. Books & Bling volunteers are gearing up for this year’s fundraising sale at the
Farmers' Institute from Oct. 25-27. Books and jewellery will also be accepted just prior to the sale.
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WATER

NSSWD
hook-up
ban eases

Studies find Maxwell Lake
side of water system
could support 300 more
connections

BY ROBB MAGLEY
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Ten years after bringing new connections to a
halt, Salt Spring Island’s largest water district is
gently lifting its foot off the brakes.

The North Salt Spring Waterworks District
(NSSWD) board of trustees voted Thursday, Aug.
29 to propose adding the water-draw equiva-
lent of as many as 300 multi-family dwelling
connections — although on only the south side
of the district, at least for now.

NSSWD's infrastructure comprises two sepa-
rate water systems, which get supply from two
lakes — Maxwell and St. Mary — serving what
the district said is currently 1,856 water con-
nections and approximately 5,500 users. After
an extensive new supply reliability assessment,
consultants and district staff found the latest
advanced climate models supported adding
more connections on the Maxwell Lake side.

Noting the numerous reliability reports that
had been done in the past decade, NSSWD
board chair Brian Pyper emphasized how the
latest distinguished itself — comprehensive, he
said, district-wide, and heavy on the science.

“We're talking about [analysis] across numer-
ous global circulation models, as opposed to the
simplistic approaches that were previously used,”
said Pyper. “The future water supply in our cur-
rent study was assessed using monthly tempera-
ture and precipitation projections all the way up
to the year 2100, across an ensemble of six global
circulation models. This is getting us really close
to the best available science, and recognized
approaches to tackling this kind of issue.”

Despite the upcoming weir-raising on St. Mary
Lake at Duck Creek — a $10-million project fund-
ed by the province — those models also indicated
that the northern section of NSSWD's system will
be hard-pressed to support its existing connec-
tion commitments with high reliability every year
— at least, on its own.

NSSWD continued on2
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366 LowerGanges Rd. | 778-353-4200 | harvestmooncannabis.ca

OPEN DAILY 10:00AM - 8:00PM

1sYOUR WELL WATER sare 10 DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$50.50 per test * Results in 24 hours
Be Safe ¢ Test Annually!

MB LABS
4-2062 Henry Avenue W. 656-1 334

Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5

INFRASTRUCTURE

F-G Road work begins Monday

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. schedule set

BY ROBB MAGLEY
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Crews set to start work on Salt Spring Island’s busiest route are
already on-island, kicking off construction on Fulford-Ganges
Road south of Ganges in earnest on Monday, Sept. 9.

Environmental protection systems are being placed in advance
of road work, according to Northridge Excavating Ltd. project
manager Bob Mitchell, and drivers may have already seen some
crew members out last week. Traffic control personnel will be on
hand to guide alternating one-lane traffic on weekdays between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m., he added, after which Fulford-Ganges Road will
largely be back to normal until work begins the next day.

“You'll see some road plates, there might be flashing barricades
and in certain sections you'll need to go slower,” said Mitchell.
“But it's all going to be well marked.”

The 1.6-kilometre stretch of Fulford-Ganges Road from Seaview
Avenue to Cranberry Road will see both underground and surface
work, expected to be completed by November 2025, according
to a public notice from Northridge. Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure (MoTI) officials have said the Vancouver Island-
based contractors will be resurfacing and widening the road as
part of the $22.9-million project, with improvements including
paved shoulders for pedestrians and cyclists — a 1.2-metre-wide

shoulder heading north (or downhill into Ganges) and 1.8 metres
in the southbound direction, as well as pedestrian crossings and
refuge areas.

Mitchell said his team would work toward keeping traffic
disruptions over the coming months well under the 20-minute
delays ministry officials warned of early in project planning, and
that they would be in close communication with people living
along the route — particularly when there might be the potential
for disruption on the roadway in front of them.

“\We're going to be sensitive to people’s needs,” said Mitchell,
“especially as everyone starts to get into the flow of things. We'll
be out visiting with people well in advance.”

The company works on Salt Spring often, Mitchell said. A local
excavator was out with his machine last week and Mitchell said
they plan to continue to make use of local services. Planners have
been in communication with groups such as BC Transit and emer-
gency services, to ensure disruption for those users is minimal.
Gulf Islands School District director of operations Colin Whyte said
Northridge had been in “very recent” contact with the district,
and given the planned road work hours he anticipated minimal
delays for school buses.

“We're certainly watching it very closely,” said Whyte. “If we
need to make adjustments, we'll send out notices to parents and
students, to make sure we are doing everything we can to get
everybody to school — and home — on time.”

Housing projects possible
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NSSWD
continued from 1

So trustees Thursday also condition-
ally approved a plan to connect the
north to the south, through an upgrade
on the Crofton Pump Station across
from Country Grocer. That would join
them into one large water system, with
a target completion of the end of 2026,
and would require completing the
planned dissolved air flotation (DAF)
plant for the Maxwell Lake system and
aligning the two lakes’ water treat-
ment.

Island Health has mandated that plant
be built as part of an effort to remove
more of Maxwell Lake’s organic matter,
which reacts with chlorine
treatment to create triha-

A 2022 Capital Regional District (CRD)
study indicated an immediate need at
that time of roughly 300 housing units,
notably the same number of new con-
nections proposed.

Water availability has been a stum-
bling block for affordable housing
projects within the NSSWD in the last
10 years, as they need to prove secure
water availability in order to proceed.
The Islands Trust Policy Statement also
explicitly requires Local Trust Commit-
tees curtail new density in areas where
freshwater supply is “likely to be inad-
equate or unsustainable.”

New connection requests will still
have to meet all Islands Trust zoning
and CRD building permit requirements,

according to staff.
NSSWD trustees and

lomethanes (THMs) such as ““We'll also be staff also plan to roll
chloroform and bromodi- PR . out a new quarterly
chloromethane. St. Mary communlcatlnq with public reporting pro-
Lake already has a DAF cess, where any new
plant. The cost for that new  OUI partners because connections and sys-

Maxwell Lake system — and
interest on any required
borrowing to complete it
— is significant and would
be borne by ratepayers,
although it could be partial-
ly offset by money collected
on new connection fees.

Once linked, according to NSSWD
CAO Mark Boysen, the combined system
would be more resilient and adaptable
to shifting climate patterns, population
growth and use changes the island could
see in the coming decades.

That two-lake team-up is part of a
suite of proposed system improvements,
which include some that could boost
water supply across the district: explor-
ing an increase in diversion flows from
Rippon Creek into Maxwell Lake, and
— after significant study and senior
government approval — reducing the
environmental flow requirements for
fish-spawning purposes at Duck Creek.

The broader implications of new
water connections on Salt Spring Island
were not lost upon NSSWD's board and
staff, who noted the new projections
of supply availability in the Maxwell
Lake system could help ameliorate the
housing crisis, particularly in Ganges.

this is a significant
change to the island.”

MARK BOYSEN
NSSWD CAO

tem capacity would
be carefully moni-
tored over the com-
ing months, as well
as an updated series
of studies in 2027 to
confirm the effects of
both new connections
and system upgrades.

In the meantime, the moratorium on
new connections for the St. Mary Lake
side will remain in place, and the dis-
trict will launch a public engagement
process this fall for feedback from rate-
payers and residents, as well as a legal
review of the proposed policy change in
November.

“We'll also be communicating with
our partners,” said Boysen, “because
this is a significant change to the island.
So we'll be working with the province,
the Islands Trust and the CRD to make
sure that they are informed about the
ramifications of this potential change —
and get feedback from them as a part of
the process.”

A final revision to the moratorium
policy could be presented to the board
as soon as December. For more informa-
tion visit northsaltspringwaterworks.ca/
moratorium-review.
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BC POLITICS

Green party issues ‘cease and desist’ letter

e

Island woman views party action
as "reckless escalation”

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The Green Party of B.C. (GPBC) has sent a cease
and desist letter to Salt Spring Island resident Amy
Haysom, who has publicly protested the process by
which she was disqualified as a Green candidate in the
Saanich North and the Islands (SNI) riding nomination
contest.

Haysom had launched a petition to recall the SNI
GPBC nomination contest and reinstate her name on
the ballot, and said she would take legal action if that
did not take place. Haysom alleges the GPBC did not
follow its own bylaws in removing her from the ballot
right before online candidate voting began, and she
was frustrated by not being told the specifics of infor-
mation that supposedly led to her disqualification.

However, the GPBC has threatened Haysom with
legal action if she does not “stop breaching the agree-
ment you entered into with the party when you sought
to become the candidate for SNI, and to stop spread-
ing inaccurate information in an attempt to pressure
the party to support you as a potential candidate,”
states a letter from GPBC counsel Sean Hern. The letter
maintains Haysom “did not disclose issues in your back-
ground that later emerged and caused the party to
determine that it could not continue to support you as
a contestant.” Haysom disagrees with that statement.

The letter states that she violated terms of the BCGP
MLA Candidate Application agreement related to con-
fidentiality and other matters.

“While demonstrating repeatedly over the last three
weeks your unsuitability as a person that the party
would endorse as a candidate, you are also causing the
party damage with this unlawful course of conduct.

“As a result, the party hereby demands that you
cease and desist your continued breaches of the agree-
ment and your misrepresentations to the public. Please
move on. The party is not going to go through another
candidacy process in the riding, and you are not going
to be reinstated as a contestant. Run as an indepen-
dent candidate or seek another party’s endorsement
if you wish to participate in the provincial election. If
you continue with your current course of action, the BC
Green Party reserves all of its rights to take legal action
against you.”

Haysom said the Greens' statement and public shar-
ing of the cease and desist letter “is a reckless escala-

COURT

Judge levies $3,750 in fines

Neighbour launches

fort or convenience of other property
owners in the vicinity.”

‘% tion of the matter on the part of the

party,” which “points to a continued
pattern of lack of proper manage-
ment within the BC Greens.” Both
documents contain incorrect state-
ments, she said.

“In their past public statement,
they stated they were not the arbi-
ters of whether outside information
is true or not. However, in the cease
and desist letter, they have suggested it was ‘credible’
information. Their communications on the issue are
changing,” Haysom said.

“They suggest | was not confidential, however, they
left me to explain to friends, family and supporters
that | had been disqualified, as there was no public
statement from the party, and my profile remained on
the website for three days after my disqualification.”

Green Party of Canada leader and Saanich-Gulf
Islands MP Elizabeth May has been drawn into the
controversy.

Her name had appeared on the Haysom petition,
and Haysom issued an initial press release including
that information. However, after hearing from May
that she did not sign it, Haysom told media she believed
that was true and someone must have put May’s name
on the online petition site.

May told the Driftwood on Friday, “I don’t support
it, and I'm very strongly supporting Rob Botterell to
be our next member of the Legislative Assembly for
Saanich North and the Islands. | supported him for the
nomination, and | certainly will do everything | can to
help Rob be the MLA. There are big shoes to fill when
it comes to replacing Adam Olsen, but | think Rob’s up
for it, and | think he’ll be an excellent MLA.”

May noted the contact information used for her on
the petition “had a phone number that | haven't used
in a bunch of years” and she was on vacation in Haida
Gwaii and nowhere near a computer at the time of the
alleged signing.

“The timing [of Haysom’s disqualification] was cer-
tainly unfortunate, and | do sympathize with Amy that
the timing was unfortunate, but these are the rules
that any candidate who applies to run understands or
should understand.”

Haysom said the BC Greens website features the
statement “Putting people first,” but “I don't feel
I've been treated as a person in this situation. | went
through a thorough vetting process, and | was pre-
sented by the party and the riding association through-
out the whole campaign as a suitable candidate. | am
a renter, a mother, a member of the community, and |

G .
ELIZABETH
MAY

was courageous to put myself forward as a possible candidate. | am simply
asking for an explanation as to the reason for the removal from the ballot
at the 11th hour, and many constituents are asking the same question.”

She said the GPBC statement and letter from their counsel “is defama-
tory and damaging to my reputation, again without any clear details as to
the reason for my removal. There has been no respect or care by the BC
Greens in how this was handled.”

A SALTSPRINGINN

250-537-9339

COZY INDOOR OR PATIO DINING
& TAKE-OUT TOO!

NEW FALL / WINTER HOURS

11am-8pm WEEKDAYS | 9au-8pum SAT & SUN
Reservations at saltspringinn.com

i
e
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NOTICE OF
TOWN HALL MEETING & SPECIAL MEETING

The Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District will be holding a
Special Meeting to appoint an Auditor for Financial Services and a
Town Hall Meeting to present:

Draft 2025
Budget

New Fire Hall
Project update

5-Year Strategic
Plan update

Where: Ganges Fire Hall
Training Room,
105 Lower Ganges Road

When: September 9, 2024,
from 6:45 PM to 9:00 PM

The Board of Trustees, Chief Administrative Officer, and the Fire
Chief will make presentations and receive feedback from the
publicin attendance.

Buy this townhouse
at Grace Point!

rezoning support petition

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A provincial court judge has fined Salt
Spring resident Clinton McNichol $3,750
for contravening a Capital Regional Dis-
trict (CRD) noise bylaw due to keeping
roosters on his Woodland Drive property.

Judge Christine Lowe set fines at $750
per offence in Aug. 30 sentencing — after
determining in her judgement released
the previous week that McNichol was
guilty of the CRD noise bylaw infraction
on five counts. Fines must be paid by Dec.
2. Lowe also ordered a one-year prohobi-
tion on roosters being kept on the prop-
erty, beginning Sept. 6.

McNichol said Lowe commented that
the fine was “intended to discourage
other people in a similar situation.”

The bylaw in question requires animals
be kept in a manner that does not disturb
the “quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, com-

McNichol said he and his spouse Alia
Elaraj used roosters for breeding heri-
tage chickens, flock protection and other
benefits.

According to redacted documents
McNichol shared on social media in June
of 2023, the CRD appeared willing to
accept fines of $500 total for five offenc-
es, in exchange for McNichol agreeing
not to keep roosters on the property. The
case proceeded to court instead.

Since Lowe’s Aug. 22 judgement was
released, next-door neighbour Isy Cohen,
who was one of the witnesses in the
CRD case who complained about rooster
noise, has initiated a Change.org petition
to gain support for a request for Islands
Trust rezoning of Woodland Drive from
Rural to Residential. Agricultural use is
currently allowed on properties zoned
Rural but not those with Residential zon-

A GoFundMe page is still accepting
donations to offset McNichol's legal costs
and now the fines.

#6 - 111 Fulford-Ganges Rd

Rare opportunity to own a finely designed and impeccably maintained
seaside townhouse in Grace Point on Salt Spring. The entire home has
received a major upgrade with premium finishings since original build.

This 1900 sq ft 3-bedroom, 2% bath home is spacious and light-
filled. Top floor has master with walk-out deck and large bathroom
with walk-in shower, heated tile flooring and six-foot air-jetted tub.
Second bedroom is king-sized and third bedroom/office has a queen
Murphy wall-bed, and they enjoy a bathroom with walk-in glass
shower plus laundry.

The main floor has oak flooring and two gas fireplaces in the living
room and den. With its harbour view and premium touches, the chef’s
kitchen is unparalleled: granite counter tops, built-in Wolf range (gas
top/electric oven), and Sub-zero and Miele appliances including built-
in coffee maker, steam oven, convection/microwave, warming drawer.
The tile floor is heated and a large pantry is nearby.

Downstairs is the charming entry, attached heated single garage with
work bench, and a spotless crawlspace lined with shelving. Among

T Grace Point’s signature features are its ocean views, proximity to

ing. Ganges village, and private marina with moorage.

For sale by owner: $1,900,000. Please call Susan at 604.880.3551.
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EDITORIAL

Water
ancing

he board for Salt
Spring'’s largest water
district might've just
threaded several

needles at once.

There is an undeniable elegance on display
as the North Salt Spring Waterworks District
(NSSWD) begins the decision-making phase of
what has been two years of moratorium review.
First and obviously, the proposal to add hun-
dreds of new connections to the Maxwell Lake
side of its system over the next two years will
certainly please anyone there who's waiting on
water to start building.

The move will surely warm the hearts of those
wanting to see more housing on the island,
and the exhaustive nature of the supply studies
involved should satisfy anyone worried there
wasn’t enough water in the first place.

But the district’s
THE ISSUE: parallel monitor-and-
report program — and

Water a seeming willingness
moratorium to throttle back new

. connections if data
endlng arises to support that

action — should also
soothe concerns from
anyone thinking flood-
gates are being irrevo-
cably opened.

The plan to join the
Maxwell Lake and St.
Mary Lake sides of the system should delight
those interested in redundancy and resilience.
The completion of a new treatment plant at
Maxwell Lake should gratify system users who
prefer fewer trihalomethanes in their drinking
water.

And on that new plant, budget hawks brac-
ing for their next tax levy can't have missed that
adding those 300 connections — at arguably
five figures apiece, by the time all the pipes are
hooked up — could have a helpful impact on
how much ratepayers will wind up paying each
year as they chip away at plant construction
costs.

Meanwhile, policy wonks who champion
increasing density where it's already dense
should be happy to hear it's the Ganges area
where most new connections would be for now.
And anyone who thinks there haven’t been
enough studies is also in luck, because staff say
more are being penciled in as we speak.

You can't please everyone, of course, but
the impression we're left with is one of district
leadership working thoughtfully to balance the
diverse, often-contradictory interests of our
island community. That's a superb place to start.

WE SAY:
Lots to like in
plan
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ROOSTER

PARKER

Dangerous precedent set

BY ROSS MCLEOD
It is a very sad time for
the farmers on this island

VIEWPOINT

ticated animals on a par-
cel of land that is less than
an acre in size and borders

— an island steeped in a
rich history of farming.

I'm referring to the recent case
where CJ McNichol was taken to court
by the Capital Regional District (CRD)
over a noise bylaw issue. Unfortunate-
ly, the judge ruled in favour of the
CRD, with one of the CRD’s witnesses
being neighbour Israel Cohen.

As reported in last

other homes.” The quote is
from a Change.org petition.

This is where a very dangerous prec-
edent could be set, not only for Salt
Spring but throughout all farming
communities.

Unfortunately, we have a very
mixed-up governance. On one hand
we have the Islands Trust saying that

farming can take place

week’s Driftwood, on Rural-zoned land (no
Cohen stated that mention of the size of
McNichol’s “rooster was It may not be known land). Check out page
crowing from 2 a.m. 115 of the Salt Spring
onwards . . . .” Come on to many, but some Island Land Use Bylaw
folks, | appeal to your 355.

better judgment. Does 40 per cent of the food Then we have the
anyone that has had . CRD, which in this case
anything to do with  Qrown on Salt Spring can shut down Mr.
farming know of roost- . McNichol’s farming
ers crowing from 2 a.m. Island is produced ON  operation over a noise
onwards? Furthermore, bylaw?

Mr. Cohen stated that Rural-zoned land. It may not be known

“when he worked night
shifts at the hospital, he
could not sleep during
the day.” | wonder how many people
around the world working night shifts
have the luxury of taking whatever
daytime noise that they are dealing
with to court or starting a petition.
Mr. Cohen has now started a peti-
tion, with the first paragraph stating,
“Residents of Woodland Drive located
between Mobrae Avenue are at risk
of losing the tranquil nature of our
community due to the desire of some
residents to have an active farm busi-
ness and propagate chickens, roosters,
geese, ducks and possibly other domes-

THIS WEEK'S POLL QUESTION:

Are you glad the BC United
party suspended its
election campaign?

DYes DNO

to many, but some 40
per cent of the food
grown on Salt Spring
Island is produced on Rural-zoned
land. | often hear people talking about
food security. Well, Mr. Cohen’s peti-
tion has some serious ramifications as
it relates to growing our food security.
Where do we think all the food
comes from for the Saturday and Tues-
day markets, farm stands, the local
produce sold at Country Grocer? You
can bet the food was not all produced
on A1l-zoned land here on Salt Spring.
Where does your food come from?
What about food security and the
right to farm?

LAST WEEK'S QUESTION:

Do you feel the

court’s ruling 123 145
against rooster

noise threatens I
island farming? NO YES

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Monday at 12 p.m. or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 12 p.m.
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LETTERS to the edlitor

GISS has aged well

To many on the island, Gulf Islands Second-
ary School (GISS) is the “new” high school. It
actually turns 30 years of age this year.

Designed by Shiv Garyali and Donovan
Marshall from Victoria, the school opened
its doors to students of the Southern Gulf
Islands in September of 1994. Students and
staff walked into a very welcoming space:
loads of natural light, clean air, classrooms
of adequate size. As a teacher it was a dream
come true.

GISS has aged quite well. Having the gym,
cafeteria and music room as separate build-
ings was a wise choice. The multi-purpose
room serves as a wonderful living space for
students.

In my now 35 years of living on the island,
we have added a new library, ArtSpring, rec-
reation centre and GISS as public buildings.
We should be celebrating the improvements
to our infrastructure on the island. We will
soon have a new emergency room at Lady
Minto Hospital and a modern fire hall.

Not all is doom and gloom on the island.

DAVID ASTILL,
RETIRED TEACHER

Astounding

I wonder if the McNichols, owners of roost-
ers on Woodland Drive, have ever had to visit
Lady Minto Hospital’'s emergency depart-
ment? | have. Several times.

I've never seen any roosters hurrying to
help, but | have seen Isy Cohen and his fel-
low professionals providing dedicated care
in life-threatening emergencies. Mr. Cohen’s
capable presence immediately makes you feel
like you might not die that day.

Our hospital, like other rural hospitals, is
hanging by a thread. We don’t have enough
local doctors and nurses. We have to import
them. The idea that a dedicated local nurse
who has served our community since 2006
has been subjected to unnecessary stress from
roosters that has made him unable to go to
work is astounding to me.

Our island has many initiatives and con-
tributors to food security. Health security? Not
so much. If the roosters get their Bachelor of
Science or nursing degrees, I'll give them the
thumbs up. Until then, | ask the poultry com-
munity to think in terms of what's best for
the whole island community, and that’s no
doodle do.

PAT BURKETTE,
SALT SPRING

Country living

Our neighbour keeps chickens. By agree-
ment they range daily in our orchard, mow-
ing and fertilizing the grass and chasing bugs.

They bring back 80-year-old memories of
my family flock of Rhode Island Reds, whose
every egg-drop | pencilled onto 4-H Club
record forms.

| enjoy the constant murmur from the flock

as it hunts and pecks through the sunny days.
I smile at the empty-headed crowing of the
raucous roosters. And here’s a standing ova-
tion to the noisy come-ons of hens who, hav-
ing laid one egg, need a rooster to inseminate
tomorrow’s egg before its shell hardens.

These are the sounds of country lives being
lived. They are essential to my quiet, peace,
rest, enjoyment and comfort. Essential to my
convenience, too: their fresh eggs, soft-boiled,
partner with my breakfast toast on special
mornings. And if you stroll to the stump on
the lawn below our home you'll see, among
other table scraps left for neighbourhood
ravens, the bones of chickens — both sexes.

Can | sue if my neighbour stops keeping
chickens?

BOB WEEDEN,
SALT SPRING

Real solutions

Re: “Judge Rules Against Rooster Noise”
in last week’s Driftwood, | don’t know much
about the specifics of this particular rooster
war, but I'd like to make a general observa-
tion.

We are facing challenges with respect to
feeding ourselves. There is a growing short-
age of affordable, nutritious ethically pro-
duced food. We are making up the shortfall
with mass-produced substitutes and paying
exorbitant prices for low-quality sustenance.

Roosters are part of the solution to a very
real issue.

As asociety, we have become detached from
reality to the point where we are obsessed
with solving imaginary problems, while at the
same time we are in denial of real ones. We
are constantly trying to save the planet with
grandiose schemes to battle perceived crises,
from pandemics to climate change. Perhaps
the real solutions to the issues we are fac-
ing are much simpler than vaccines or wind-
mills: Like local chickens to produce local eggs
and local roosters to produce local chickens.
These are the kinds of things that contribute
towards creating a world we can all live in.

To solve the world’s problems requires only
for each and every one of us to live responsi-
bly. But responsibility is only possible when we
are also in alignment with reality. If there is
any disconnect, then we will always find our-
selves in a situation where proposed solutions
create problems that are even more serious
than the issues they are meant to address.

The tricky part is that we live in a time when
so many of us perceive such vastly differing
realities. Reality as | perceive it does not match
the things that are printed in newspapers or
presented on television. | am not unique, yet
at the same time my perspective is only one
of many.

| reiterate that this is only a general obser-
vation, not a comment on the particulars of
this one specific dispute. Usually there are
at least two sides to every story and this may
well be one of those cases.

MICHAEL HEY,

SALT SPRING

QUOTE

OF THE

WEEK:

“The timing [of the disqualification] was certainly unfortunate, and | do sympathize

with Amy that the timing was unfortunate, but these are the rules that any candidate
who applies to run understands or should understand.”
SAANICH-GULF ISLANDS GREEN MP ELIZABETH MAY, ON GREEN PARTY OF BC CANDIDATE AMY HAYSOM DISQUALIFICATION

Indignation level through the roof after being hacked via Facebook

I've been hacked! My Facebook
account has been hijacked and the
very few friends | have have been
receiving spurious emails invit-
ing them, among other things, to
invest in my Wealth Fund.

My Wealth Fund! That's a dead
giveaway for a start because any-
one who knows me wouldn’t
invest a furball in anything | rec-
ommended, let alone real money.
But the sad fact is that | came peril-
ously close to giving my credit card
details to the worthless vultures
behind the scam, which could have
been catastrophic.

I'll admit that | am probably far
too cavalier with my passwords
and internet security and have
pretty much used the same sim-
ple password for just about every
one of the scores of websites and
applications that require them, so
it shouldn't have come as a huge
surprise that | had finally been
hacked.

| am also arrogant enough to
assume | wouldn't be caught out
like the millions who have been,
but this particular scam, which |
subsequently discovered emanat-
ed from Nigeria, was in fact quite
clever. In the dark world of hack-
ing and scamming it is called “link

"

manipulation,” and in this case
was convincing enough to fool me
right to the very last minutes.

Most of the crooked attempts
many of us have been hit with in
the past have been laughably ama-
teur. “Dear Sir, Please Send Us All
Of Your Money And Your Credit
Card Details or Go To Prison. Best
Wishes, Canada Revenue.” But
this one was slick, highly profes-
sional and began with a voice mes-
sage from “Facebook” on a page
that was indistinguishable from
the genuine article. So, | clicked —
and that exclusively 21st-century
nightmare began. In seconds, I'd
been locked out of my Facebook
account, followed minutes later by
another message from “Facebook”
telling me | would need to reset my
account password.

That was quickly followed by
a bunch of emails from friends
around the world saying they
suspected my Facebook account
had been hacked and they'd been
getting some weirder than usual
emails from me.

In the broad scheme of things,
being locked out of Facebook is
not exactly devastating and in fact
doesn’t matter a toss, at least not
to me. | invariably end up picking

) Paul McElroy
+ANOTHER

THING

a fight when I'm on it, so | would
probably be better off out of it,
if only for the sake of my blood
pressure.

But there is something akin
to being burgled or having your
pocket picked in being hacked. To
say | felt violated is far too strong,
but the level of indignation is
through the roof, mostly because,
unlike a burglary or a mugging,
there is absolutely no chance of
the criminal ever being caught. If
they do succeed in robbing you,
into tricking you into giving them
your credit card details or into
sending them money, it is a fair
assumption that they will walk
away scot-free because they are
more than likely operating out of
India, Nigeria or Uzbekistan. Apart
from anything else, it is a monu-
mental pain to sort out because,
however little Facebook matters

to you, your password is out there
now. And | resent being made to
feel foolish or taken advantage
of by a crook in another country
simply because there is an assump-
tion that I'm elderly and therefore
an easy mark.

So for the next hour | was linked
to what | took to be a facilitator on
Facebook’s Messenger app who
would talk me through the pro-
cess of rescuing my account. Part
of the problem is that we have
become used to dealing with call
centres in Mumbai or Lagos and
this seemed no different. Their
written English was not great,
but serviceable, and I still had no
idea that | wasn't messaging an
authentic Facebook employee. It
felt and sounded authentic and
it's safe to assume that if a genu-
ine Facebook programmer can set
up a Facebook page, so too can
a crooked computer nerd create
a bogus one that is indistinguish-
able from the real thing.

In the end, though, it became
increasingly absurd as the guy in
Africa tried to coax more and more
personal details from me. Some he
had already and flourished them
convincingly: my name, of course,
birthday and age, all freely acces-

sible from my Facebook profile,
but eventually the wheels came
off his cunning plan. He needed
my credit card details.

Facebook, as far as | know, is
free if you're prepared to put up
with their cruddy advertisements,
but according to the crook in
Lagos, they would also need my
credit card details to resurrect my
PayPal and Xoom accounts. | don’t
use PayPal and have absolutely no
idea what Xoom is, but whatever
itis, | don’t want it.

When | refused to hand my
card details over, he began to get
snarky, saying he couldn’t reacti-
vate my Facebook account with-
out them, “just for security.” By
now | had more than an inkling
that | was on the receiving end
of a scam and asked to be put in
touch with his manager. And that
was that. He cut me off.

Now | have TWO Facebook
accounts, a new one | set up to cir-
cumvent the hacked version and
the original one, which has been
partially restored, so if you DO
get an email from me, asking for
money, give generously . . ..

paulmcelroy@shaw.ca
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personal opinions of Brian Webster
and not those of Salt Spring Island’s
Local Community Commission (of
which he is a member) or the Capi-
tal Regional District.

BY BRIAN WEBSTER

It's not new to see conflict
between agriculture and neigh-
bours who want a rural lifestyle
without the sounds and smells of
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4418 Bedwell Harbour Road

MAYNE ISLAND
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7 pm - 8:30 pm
Mayne Island
Community Centre
493 Felix Jack Road

W

Elizabeth
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GALIANO ISLAND
Wednesday, Sept 11th

7 pm - 8:30 pm

Galiano Island Community Hall
141 Sturdies Bay Road

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Friday, Sept 13th

7 pm - 8:30 pm

Gulf Islands Secondary School
232 Rainbow Road
SATURNA ISLAND
Saturday, Sept 14th

2 pm - 3:30 pm

Saturna Island
Recreation Centre

104 Harris Road

If you have any questions, please call
or email Elizabeth.May.Cl@parl.gc.ca

2657-2000

elizabethmaymp.ca

farming. It's happened on Salt Spring Island
before and in other B.C. communities. It
seems everyone wants farmers to farm, but
some want it to happen only if it doesn’t
disturb their peace and quiet.

Salt Spring is a rural community with a
long history of farming. This is reflected in
our official community plan, which recogniz-
es “agriculture’s contribution to the island’s
social, economic and environmental nature
and appeal.” That plan’s objectives include
retaining and building on the island’s agri-
cultural base and supporting “farming as a
social, cultural and economic priority.”

Our OCP sets out a policy that “farming
activities and necessary structures should con-
tinue to be allowed by zoning . .. on all prop-
erties where they are currently allowed.” As
a result, Salt Spring’s zoning regulations per-
mit agriculture on properties in numerous
zones, including those zoned Rural, Rural
Upland, Rural Watershed and others, in
addition to zones designated as Agricultural.

As of 2017, 2,855 hectares of Salt Spring
(17 per cent of the island) was within the
province’s Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR)
and another 3,359 hectares outside the ALR
were considered actual or potential farm-
land. Combined, these two areas include 36
per cent of Salt Spring.

There are zones on Salt Spring where agri-
culture as a principal use is not permitted,
including most of those categorized as Resi-
dential. As a result, people who don‘t want
to live near farming have options. However,
those who choose to live in zones where
farming is permitted need to be prepared
for the possibility that their neighbours will
farm.

THE NATURE OF FARMING

While every farm is unique, most farming
takes place outside and commonly involves
the use of equipment and/or the keeping of
animals, both of which may create sound,
odours or other “nuisances.”

As urban growth encroached on farmland
in many areas of B.C., especially during the
latter half of the last century, some non-
farmer residents in areas with agriculture
pressed for their local governments to pro-
hibit farm-related “nuisances.” This pressure
led to concerns that the long-term survival of
agriculture and local food was coming under
threat, leading the province to bring in a law
to protect farming.

B.C.s RIGHT TO FARM ACT

The Farm Practices Protection (Right to
Farm) Act took effect in 1996. It says that a
farmer may not be prevented from carrying
out “normal farm practices” as defined by
the province.

However, the act has been applied uneven-
ly. For farms located within the ALR, the act
prevents anyone (individual or local govern-
ment) from stopping normal farm practices.
But if the farm is outside the ALR, the act only
prevents individuals from suing a farmer for
“nuisances” resulting from normal farming
practices; it leaves local governments with
discretion around their nuisance bylaws.

The result: farming on Salt Spring proper-
ties within the ALR is exempt from the CRD
noise bylaw, but farms outside the ALR are
not. For a community in the unusual position
of having most of its potential farmland out-
side the ALR, this is a problem.

Salt Spring is further challenged by the
small scale of local farming. For example, the
average flock size of conventional poultry
producers in B.C. is more than 22,000 hens.
On Salt Spring, the vast majority of poultry
farmers have fewer than 50 birds.

If we — and CRD bylaw enforcement —
look to mainstream agriculture for our under-
standing of farming, we're going to have
trouble understanding the challenges of Salt
Spring farming. Likewise, the tendency of
some to dismiss small-scale agriculture as

CRD bylaw changes offer solution

“hobby farms” undeserving of protection is
particularly problematic on our island, as the
vast majority of our island’s roughly 200 farms
are part-time enterprises.

THE SALT SPRING NOISE AND ANIMAL
CONTROL BYLAWS

CRD Bylaw No. 3384 covers Salt Spring. It
prohibits “any noise or sound in the Electoral
Area which creates a noise that disturbs or
tends to disturb the quiet, peace, rest, enjoy-
ment, comfort or convenience of the neigh-
bourhood or of persons at or near the source
of such noise or sound.”

The bylaw exempts certain activities,
including “the noise associated with legiti-
mate farm operations.” However, the
exemption only applies if “all reasonable
measures have been taken to abate noise.”
This empowers CRD staff to determine what
abatement measures are reasonable and to
force farmers outside the ALR to implement
them, even if they go against normal farm
practices.

As a result, some small-scale poultry pro-
ducers who live outside the ALR but still in
areas where agriculture is permitted have
been told to get rid of their roosters or face
enforcement action.

Salt Spring is also covered by CRD Bylaw
No. 1465, which prohibits keeping an animal
that “disturbs or tends to disturb the quiet,
peace, rest, enjoyment comfort or conve-
nience of the neighbourhood . . . .” This
provision has one exemption: “except in an
Agricultural Zone.”

However, the bylaw does not define an
“Agricultural Zone"” and CRD staff have inter-
preted this to mean only lots zoned A1 or A2,
even though properties in numerous other
zones have the same ability to farm under our
zoning bylaw as do lots zoned A1 or A2.

A PATH FORWARD

As a result of all this, Salt Spring’s current
noise and animal control bylaws are prevent-
ing some small-scale farmers located outside
the ALR from carrying out normal farm prac-
tices on land zoned for agriculture. Others
have carried on, but fear that one cranky
neighbour could one day force them to stop
farming. Some small-scale farmers consider-
ing a move to Salt Spring have hesitated as
they are unsure whether farming is welcome
here anymore.

Recent action against small-scale farm-
ers raises the spectre of growing limits on
farming outside the ALR. Today it's roosters;
tomorrow, who knows?

But a straightforward solution is possible.
Common-sense dlarifications to definitions in
CRD bylaws 1465 and 3384, plus one substan-
tive change to the noise bylaw could elimi-
nate the problem.

First, the terms “agriculture zone” and
“land zoned for agriculture use” could be
interpreted — through a Salt Spring-specific
CRD policy — to mean a zone where zoning
permits agriculture as a principal use.

Second, consistent with the Farm Practices
Protection (Right to Farm) Act, the bylaws
could define farming as “growing, produc-
ing, raising or keeping animals or plants,
among other activities.” Where normal farm-
ing activities are being legally carried out as
a business, they could be considered “legiti-
mate farm operations,” regardless of the size
of the lot or the scale of the operation.

And finally, Section 4 (5) of the Salt Spring
noise bylaw could be replaced with the fol-
lowing exemption:

(5) On a lot where agriculture is a permitted
use, conducting legitimate farm operations.

These simple changes would protect small-
scale farming while continuing to shield resi-
dents living on the 64 per cent of Salt Spring
that does not permit farming from noise and
other farming-related nuisances.

A solution is available, but does our com-
munity have the will to demand it?
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ARTSPRING

New season launches

PHOTO BY GAIL TAKAHASHI

Ballet Victoria presents Frankenstein at ArtSpring on Oct. 27, one of 36 ArtSpring Presents
events comprising the 2024/25 season.

Record number of
ArtSpring Presents
shows on tap

SUBMITTED BY ARTSPRING

Addressing a keen audience
last Thursday, executive and artis-
tic director Howard Jang unveiled
ArtSpring’s new 2024/25 season, a
year he promises will be “one of
the most culturally diverse, captivat-
ing and colourful yet” with a record
36 ArtSpring Presents performances
from artists across B.C., Canada and
the world.

Five luxurious Met Opera broad-
casts, a few surprise concerts, and a
never-before-seen exhibition of the
private art and global artifact collec-
tion of Robert and Birgit Bateman
round out this remarkably robust
program.

Advance ticket sales got underway
for members yesterday, with tickets
going live online and to the general
public Tuesday, Sept.10. ArtSpring
welcomes back Island Savings
Wealth Management as its season
partner, with Country Grocer also
receiving applause for its support of
the $5 Youth Program, an initiative
to help students and families with
children access world-class perfor-
mances more easily.

After a successful 25th-anniver-
sary season, including the five-day
community arts festival, a record-
breaking Treasure Fair and ArtSpring
achieving its million-dollar Endow-
ment Fund goal in the 11th hour, the
new season marks a fresh direction
informed by community outreach.

“Last season, we consulted our
patrons, our local artistic community,
and the island population about our
programming and our role,” said
Jang. "We've been listening, engag-
ing and looking to pilot some excit-
ing new ideas, while continuing to
celebrate the classic repertoire that
has been our foundation.”

Choice and contrast was identi-
fied as the theme. A beautiful per-
formance by young dlassical pianist/
soprano Rachel Fenlon shares the
season with Indigenous B.C. hip-
hop sensation Snotty Nose Rez Kids.

Shakespeare’s As You Like It gets a very radical retell-
ing in the season opener, as does the fast-paced Juliet,
A Revenge Comedy, yet string quartets Borealis and
Penderecki keep music history and technique alive and
well.

From presenting Dave Brubeck jazz to the Haitian
afro-funk of Wesli, spoken word superstar Shane
Koyczan to Ballet Victoria’s Frankenstein, stand-up
comedian Julie Kim to the Banff Mountain Film Festi-
val screening, ArtSpring is seeking to expand its genres
and audience range.

“There is more for young people, more comedy
and theatre, more fun,” said Kirsten Bolton, commu-
nications manager. “But in listening to older patrons’
concerns, we've also moved to many more afternoon
concerts so that battling dark nights and bad weather
isn't an inhibitor to coming to a great show.”

ArtSpring’s Theatre Angel Program also received
attention at the Aug. 29 launch event, with backers
including Island Savings, Windsor Plywood, Salt Spring
Foundation and individual donors being noted for
their support. The stigma-free program puts 20 seats
aside per ArtSpring Presents performance for only $15
to any community member facing economic barriers.

ArtSpring’s regular prices have not been increased.

Sept. 141, 2024 7:30pm

TICKETS

$40+G$‘f

Intermission provided
bythessiBcspca  BC

artspring.ca

ONE MORE TIME

PHOTO BY MINETTE KING
The fans have asked and so Grace Jordan will play Shirley Valentine one last time at
Stonewell Farm on Sunday, Sept. 15 beginning at 3:30 p.m. The performance will be
filmed, and is a fundraiser to shoot and make the film, with wine and Greek tapas and
desserts again available as well. Look for The Filming of the Live Performance of Grace
Jordan is Shirley Valentine on Eventbrite for tickets. Half of the 120 available tickets had
already sold as of Sunday, Sept. 1. The 20th anniversary hit production of the play by
Willy Russell originally ran over two weekends in August.
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WORLD MUSIC

Flamenco artists ready for exciting evening

Caravan World Rhythms
presentation on island

SUBMITTED BY CARAVAN WORLD
RHYTHMS

On Sunday, Sept. 15 at ArtSpring’s the-
atre, Caravan World Rhythms presents an
intimate evening of fiery and refined fla-
menco music and dance, deeply infused
with Indian flavours, featuring award-win-
ning international artists.

Those include flautist and bansuri player
Lara Wong and flamenco guitarist Melon
Jiménez, joined by acclaimed dancer from
Bordeaux, France — Deborah “La Cara-
melita” Dawson — and Italian percussion-
ist Davide Sampaolo.

According to CBC Radio, “The result is
stunning; it is fluid, it is sensual and fully
embodies the spirit of flamenco: virtuosity
and passion.”

Wong and Jiménez redefine flamen-
co by blending the fiery art form with jazz,

Indian music and contemporary global
folk. In their new show, called Conflu-
encias, they team up with percussionist
Sampaolo and La Caramelita to present
dazzling flamenco guitar riffs, mystical
bansuri melodies, percussive footwork and
entrancing global rhythms in a truly singu-
lar musical voyage.

Melén and Wong first met on stage in
2018 in the flamenco jazz capital of Madrid.
They have since performed together across
Europe, Asia and North America at a vari-
ety of venues and prestigious festivals.

Originally from Vancouver but based
in Spain for nearly a decade, Wong is
a distinctive and now well-recognized
musical voice who studied flamenco in
Andalusia after completing her degree in
classical and jazz performance at McGill
University. She is best known for play-
ing flamenco music on the Indian bansuri
flute. In 2021, she won a “Filon” award
for best flamenco instrumentalist of the
Festival Cante de las Minas, making her
the first foreigner to win in any category

of the festival’s 60-year history.

Jiménez first extensively explored the
intersections of flamenco and classical
Indian music as a member of Anoushka
Shankar’s Traveller Band in 2013. Born into
a musically and culturally diverse family, he
was encouraged to learn the music of his
Andalusian gitano (Spanish Roma) roots
and to use the flamenco guitar as a door-
way to innovation.

La Caramelita has enchanted interna-
tional audiences for over 15 years with her
unique dance style, with moves inspired by
the passion, power and sensuality of fla-
menco and her Indian heritage. The ver-
satility of this young dancer has led her to
collaborate with renowned artists in many
events around the world. She began her
flamenco journey in Vancouver, but her
passion led her to Andalusia, Spain, where
she studied with some of the top flamenco
dance teachers, such as Juana Amaya and
Manuel Lifan.

The Sept. 15 show begins at 7:30 p.m.,,
with tickets available through ArtSpring.

PHOTO BY MARINA BORSCHENKO
Lara Wong and Meldn Jiménez, who will perform with
others at ArtSpring on Sept. 15.

what's on hisweex

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo: Marianne Grittani and Rose
Birney. All Saints by-the-Sea. 2:10 p.m.

Morien Jones. Moby's Pub, lower patio.
5p.m.

Bert’s Blues Banned. Tree House Cafe. 6
to 9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Swing Dancing. Legion. 6 p.m.

What Is Zen? First in six-week series of
talks presented by Salt Spring Zen Circle.
All Saints by-the-Sea. 7 p.m.

Music Bingo. Moby's Pub. 8 p.m.

Bittancourt Museum. Farmers’ Institute
grounds. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Morien Jones. Moby’s Pub, lower patio.
5p.m.

Raven Barn Band. Tree House Cafe. 6 to
9 p.m.

Poetry Open Mic. With featured poet
Arleen Paré. Library program room. 7
p.m.

Open Mic & Jam. With Rough & Tumble
at the Legion. 7:30 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt Museum. See Wed. listing.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Rough & Tumble. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.
Karaoke. At the Legion. 7 p.m.

DJ Boomtown. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Live at the Library: Story Time. In the
library children’s area. 11 to 11:30 a.m.

ASK Salt Spring. This week’s guest is Salt
Spring RCMP Sgt. Clive Seabrook. SIMS. 11
a.m.to 1 p.m.

Virgil Sampson Artist Demo. Coast Salish/
Nez Perce artist demonstrates painting
technique at Artcraft. Mahon Hall. 12 to
3p.m.

Bittancourt Museum. See Wed. listing.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Chonka. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.
Lonnie Glass. Legion. 7:30 p.m.

Andrew Interchill & Bassos Rancheros.
DJs at Mateada. 9 p.m. to midnight.

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Fall Fair. Gates open at 7:30
a.m. and close at 5 p.m. (See page 12 of
this paper for event schedule.)

Saturday Market. In Centennial Park. 9
a.m.to 4 p.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Caraluna. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.
Blues Jam. At the Legion. 3 to 6 p.m.

Sunday Sessions With Guest Artists.
Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Fall Fair. Gates open at 7:30
a.m. and close at 5 p.m. (But exhibit
removal is from 5 to 6 p.m.)

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Kathy Stack. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Local Community Commission
Town Hall Meeting. Lions Hall. Talk about
agricultural land use issues and more. 4:30
to 6:30 p.m.

Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District.
Town hall meeting regarding 2025
budget, fire hall building update and
more. Ganges fire hall. 6:45 to 9 p.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Two Pants Trio. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.

Country and Folk Singers and
Songwriters. Legion. 7 to 10 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Probus Club of Salt Spring Island. Guest
speaker is Salt Spring resident Dr. Robert
Crossland, former on-call community
coroner in B.C. Lions Hall. 10 a.m.

Tuesday Farmers Market. Every Tuesday
at Centennial Park. 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Reconciliation Reading Circle. Monthly
book club meets on the second Tuesday
of each month. This month'’s book is
Celia’s Song by Lee Maracle. 4:30 p.m.
Preregistration required through cdick@
saltspringlibrary.com.

Trivia Tuesday. Moby's Pub. 8 p.m.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Subdude. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

What Is Zen? Second in six-week series of
talks presented by Salt Spring Zen Circle.
All Saints by-the-Sea. 7 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Swing Dancing. Legion. 6 p.m.
Music Bingo. Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m.

Bittancourt Museum. See last Wed. listing.

CINEMA

¢ Beetlejuice Beetlejuice is the movie
from Friday, Sept. 6 to Tuesday, Sept.
10 at 7 p.m. each night, plus a 3 p.m.
matinee on Sunday. See thefritz.ca for
more movie info.

ART EXHIBITIONS

¢ Shannon Wardroper - The Beholders’
Share is the Artcraft Showcase Exhibition
running at Mahon Hall until Sept 22.

¢ Today, Sept. 4, is the last day to see
Three Seconds - Recent Contemporary
Fibre Work from Shannon Wardroper at
Salt Spring Gallery.

¢ Resurgence, an art exhibition by
members of the Indigenous Friendship
Circle, runs in the library program room
through September, with an opening
reception on Friday, Sept. 6 from 7 to 9
p.m.

e Artcraft show and sale of work by Gulf
Islands artisans runs daily at Mahon Hall
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Sept. 22.

e Nine members of the Island Textile
Artists present Diverse Threads in the
ArtSpring lobby through the month of
September.

Salt Spring Fall Fair

Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 7-8
Farmers’ Institute
See page 12 of this paper for schedule

THRIFTY FOODS

Ganges, Mouat's Centre 7:30am to 9|
Customer Service 250-537-1522
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Islander makes Crofton swim

Salt Spring to Vancouver
Island crossing ‘didn't
look all that far’

BY ROBB MAGLEY
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

If you've ever missed a ferry sailing
from Vesuvius, you've probably thought
about it, and wondered.

But on Saturday morning, Aug. 24,
islander Chris Rowthorn skipped the line-
up completely. Rowthorn, 58, walked into
the ocean at Salt Spring Island’s Vesuvius
Beach and started swimming a little
before 8 a.m., emerging 90 minutes later
at the shore of Osborne Bay Regional
Park, south of the Crofton ferry terminal.

It wasn't a spur-of-the-moment deci-
sion, he said. Rowthorn had been mak-
ing plans to swim from Salt Spring to
Vancouver Island since well before he
began earnestly training for the crossing
back in March. A regular in the waters
off Vesuvius Beach during spring and
summer months, the former competi-
tive swimmer said he had often paused
on the rocky point and gazed across at

TRIBUTES

the other side.

“| thought that the nearest shore
didn’t look all that far away,” he said,
“and | became obsessed with swimming
there one day.”

Rowthorn’s workout routine this sum-
mer expanded to include daily one- to
two-kilometre ocean swims, he said, and
he consulted with fellow Vesuvius swim-
mer (and former sailing and sea kayak-
ing instructor) Dave Garrett — a for-
mer kayak instructor and sailor — about
the crossing. It looked doable, but there
were unknowns.

“1didn't know how strong the currents
would be, or how cold the water would
be in the middle of the strait,” he said. “I
also didn’t know what kind of waves I'd
be facing.”

When the day came, Rowthorn was
supported in his 3.8-kilometre swim by
friends Roland Deluca, paddling along-
side in a kayak, and Erich Billung-Meyer
keeping pace in a powerboat. Rowthorn
left just before the tide reached its high
point, so most of the swim was done
during the slack tide. And, he said, the
otherwise gloomy weather fortunately
featured “relatively warm” 17-degree
water and calm winds.

PHOTOS COURTESY CHRIS ROWTHORN
From left, Salt Spring Islander Chris Rowthorn in Stuart Channel as he nears Osborne Bay Regional Park, and the view from the escort
kayak on Rowthorn's Aug. 24 swim from Vesuvius Bay to Vancouver Island.

“I was prepared to take several
breaks,” said Rowthorn, “and Roland
was carrying a flask of hot tea for me.
But | felt so good that | put my head
down and just kept swimming.”

In the first half of the crossing, Row-
thorn said there were moments when
it seemed like Vancouver Island wasn't
getting any closer; but once past the half-
way mark, he found his stride.

“1 got into a really good rhythm,” said
Rowthorn. “Roland and Erich’s boats
were always in the corner of my eye, and
| felt safe the whole way across.”

Rowthorn said two boats crossed their
paths during the swim, but gave the
group a wide berth. Finally, a little before
9:30 a.m., DeLuca found a good spot for
him to head to shore, and Rowthorn
stepped out of the water and onto Van-
couver Island.

“It felt great to walk up onto the
beach,” he said, crediting the support
of his friends for a successful swim. “I
wouldn't even have attempted it with-
out those guys.”

At this point, Rowthorn said, he has no
plans to repeat the crossing.

“It's a hell of a way to get to Crofton,”
he laughed.

Gathering for Adam Olsen next Friday

Lions Hall event on same day as
MP Elizabeth May’s evening

community meeting

BY ROBB MAGLEY
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A Salt Spring Island gathering to honour the career
and accomplishments of outgoing Saanich North and the
Islands MLA Adam Olsen is planned for Friday, Sept. 13.

Known for his approachability and coalition-building —
and for many passionate speeches delivered in the legisla-

ture — the two-term BC Green Party MLA took office after

an election win in 2017, followed by another in 2020; he
announced in June he would not seek re-election, calling
the decision an “existential re-evaluation” of what was
important to him and citing the best interests of his family.
The event is set for 1 to 3 p.m. at Lions Hall. Organizers
said there will be light finger food and refreshments, a cake
and a musical farewell tribute by Bill Henderson.
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP and Green Party of Canada

leader Elizabeth May is expected to be in attendance. She
will also meet with constituents at Gulf Islands Secondary
School that evening from 7 to 8:30 p.m., where she will
provide a report on her activities and federal political hap-
penings, and answer attendees’ questions.

indsor
ywood

HMC -

HERE’S MY CARD

Your ‘elear” choice
Tor glass,

e Auto Glass * Residential & Commercial
¢ Aluminum Fabrication e Custom Skylights
© Mirrors & Shower Doors
¢ Custom Sunrooms * Free Estimates

TROY KAYE
Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SUMMER DRIVING

From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos,
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

[] Bumper to Bumper” Saltspring

CANADA'S PARTS PEOPLE

106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

Vince Smythe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Ph: 250-213-6316
Fax: 778-746-7310
info@smytheroofing.com

SMYTHE
ROOFING

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Dan\Hardy Denturist

Salt Spring office located at
the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

- New Dentures
- Reline & Repairs
« Home & Care Facility Visits

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE HERE!

250-537-9933
241 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD
DRIFTWO[]D@GULFISLANDSDRIFTWUDD COM
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Coming Events Coming Events Building Materials
Land Act: THERE WILLBEA
Notice of Intention to Apply f MEETING OF THE = [ e i'.lk ALLE

otice of Intention to Apply for a COTTIS BOARD OF DIRECTORS SEPTEMBER 2024 rsTUTCsH) COAST
Disposition of Crown Land SSINPIMNSTCRY * orrvccovron, - (o B | | MATERIALS
ome and try it for free in COMMUNITY HALL ;
Take notice that |, J & C Sicherman. B & the month of Sept. SOCIETY 036 6.3 192 2:50 3.8 116 Serving the:Gultlslands
P Sanders. D Demner, E Wildingand H Starts September 9th and 5555 88  2.68 8 9:58 87 2.65 e Concrete
Kuhrt of Salt Spring Island, BC. have applied runs for the whole month Wednesday 4 1220 37 113 1442 73 2.23 « Concrete Pumps
to the M|n|§try of Water, Land_ & Resource Every Monday evening September 18th, 2024 at 19:15 9.8 2.99 2011 9.3 283 « Sand/Rock
Stewardship (WLRS), for a License — from 6:00to 7:00 7:00 pm in the lower hall 1:07 56 171 331 3.4 104
Residential-Miscellaneous situated on All Saints by the Sea - ) 901 North End Road 6:50 87  2.65 11:21 8.9 271 * Colour & Sealers
Provincial Crown land located at Salt Spring Upper Hall. at orth End Road. 5 252 46 12| 9 [1530 81 247
Island/Booth Bay. Agreat way to have fun, Public welcome. 19:30 9.6 2.93 2023 9.2 2.8 Call to schedule
keep fit, use your body 139 4.9 149 417 31 0.94 material.
The Lands File Number that has been and your brain. No expe- 747 87 2.65 12:59 91 2.77
established for this application is Crown Land rience or partner needed. 6 132655 168 | 10 64y 87 265 All to be made by
File #1415573. Come 5;'28%?&‘]/231 family 19:46 9.5 2.9 20:36 9.1 277 credit card over the phone.
. 2:14 4.3 1.31 5:12 2.8 0.85

Comments may be submitted electronically caﬁ?\glirgﬁéﬁ;rg?ént 840 87  2.65 1432 95 2.9 345 Rainbow Road
via the provinciaI_A_ppIications, Comments & 250-537-7640 7 14:02 6.4 195 11 19:13 9 274 250-637-2611
Reasons for Decision webpage at https:// i . 19:59 9.4 2.87 20149 91 277
comment.nrs.gov.bc.cal. Alternatively
hard copy comments may be directed to the D X us suanos 250-537-9933 SUPPORT
Senior Land Officer, Ministry of Water, Land & rl 0 241 Fulford-Ganges Rd, '
Resource Stewardship at 142 - 2080 Labieux COPPER KETTLE FOOD PROGRAM Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2K7 LOCAL NEWS
Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9. AccEPTS FOOD driftwood@gulﬁslandsdﬂftv(pod com < www.gulfislandsdriftwood.con

Comments will be received by WLRS up to
October 11, 2024. WLRS may not be able to
consider comments received after this date.

Please visit the website at https://comment.
nrs.gov.bc.cal for more information.

Be advised that any response to this
advertisement will be considered part of the
public record. For information, contact the
Freedom of Information Advisor at the Ministry
of Water, Land & Resource Stewardship office
in Nanaimo.

DONATIONS ALL THE TIME.

Do you have extra food items in your
pantry that need a new home?

Call Copper Kettle 250-537-5863

Copper Kettle Community Partnership
We'll come and get them.

~ Thank You!

Whether thumbing through pages or swiping to the
next article, 4 in 5 people in Canada read the news
each week — in traditional or online formats.

Learn more at championthetruth.ca

News Media Canada
Médias d'Info Canada

SRR
Uc PIONS
®OF THE TRUTH

\ .-

Your official
guide to the Fall |
Fair 2024 wi nners
* ub

Harvest Time magazine is a
celebration of the Fair with tons
of photos, prize-winning recipes
and, of course, a showcase of the

Two fun days af Ll
Salt Spring Island Falli winners in all categories.

S0 TROPHY WINNERS,
PRIZE RECIPES &
| PHOTOS FROM THE
| 125th ANNIVERSARY

ctus today to get noticed
ok your advertising space!
| “Booking deadlineis September 11.
WL N
Nancy Johnson
nancy.johnson@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

- . - . ;’A'
4 250-537-_2)933 om Fulfor(i-GSiges
Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2K7
.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Matt Gaudette
matt.gaudette@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Pm A REW%&

& spmrxs 1SLAND,

E—— . -’ ol ‘l";?'m

, Scan to subscribe to our
O T ’ 2 free email newsletter

Bookmark: gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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RACING

Max Kaye heads to World Skate Games in Italy

Islander on Canadian
street luge team

BY ROBB MAGLEY
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

As the World Skate Games (WSG)
makes its debut in Italy for 2024, a
Salt Spring Island skateboarder will
be representing Team Canada in the
street luge event.

Maxwell Kaye will join racers from
100 countries taking part in the multi-
discipline “game of games” event; the
Downhill Skateboarding and Street
Luge World Championships portion
will be held in Tortoreto, a coastal
town in Italy’s Abruzzo region, with
time trials on Friday, Sept. 20 and
finals Saturday, Sept. 21, according to
a World Skate bulletin.

Kaye recently organized the 13th
annual Salt Spring Slasher downhill
skateboard event, which saw dozens
of longboard skaters tackle the hill
at Juniper Place over the Aug. 24-25
weekend. Kaye has joked that street
luge is the “lowest form of racing”

"

. ——
PHOTO COURTESY MAXWELL KAYE
Maxwell Kaye, who was born and raised on Salt Spring, and graduated from Gulf Islands
Secondary School in 201, seen in the sport of street luge. Kaye started skateboarding
as a youngster but then switched to longboarding before trying street luge.

with the event, it bodes well for the sport.

“It's cool to have them working with it,” said
Kaye, optimistically. “I mean, this is how street
skating got into the Olympics.”

Jay

4N e
ecipes!
Drop-off in person or IJMiU:
news@gulfislandsdriftwood
to be a part of our 6

4o

Favourite r:

— with riders on their backs just cen-
timetres off the pavement, at speeds
in excess of 100 km/h.

Reached by phone during training
runs at the historic Maryhill Loops
Road in Washington State, Kaye said
he felt “blessed and honoured” he
was getting the chance to compete
in Italy, calling it a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.

“Honestly, I'm still kind of in awe

that it's happening,” said Kaye, who
has been a longboard competitor for
years and skated internationally.

After points were totalled from last
year's WSG in the Philippines, he said,
and with how well Team Canada had
done there, he received an early nod
at the beginning of the year — but
nothing official until this summer.

“I was just kind of saving that
money in case it actually was going

to happen,” laughed Kaye, noting
Team Canada does not contribute
financially to help out the downhill
skateboard racers — at least, not
yet.

But for this year there are four Cana-
dian street lugers — one of whom,
Kaye said, won the event in the Phil-
lippines in 2023 — and a dozen down-
hill longboarders. And, he said, with
Olympic committee members helping

250-537-9933 - 241Fulford-Ganges Rd.
driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

ROWING

Endurance regatta a ‘massive success’

Sixty-one rowers race around
Salt Spring

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Spring Island increased its rowing sport profile
recently when it hosted an exciting Race Around the
Rock Coastal Endurance Regatta.

According to organizing committee chair Zoé
Clarke, the regatta saw 61 participants from eight
rowing clubs row all the way around Salt Spring
Island — a total of 88 kilometres — on Aug. 25, with
both quads and doubles hitting the water. Rowers
began at Drummond Park in Fulford Harbour, travel-
ling up the west side of the island and back to Fulford
Harbour.

Rowing club registrants came from more than 10
countries, said Clarke, but rowed for the U.S., False

& PHOTO BY DAVID CLARK
Cecilia Low, left,
1 and Amy Dearden
of Salt Spring Island
Rowing Club row
past Fernwood in
Trincomali Channel
during the Aug. 25
Race Around the
Rock regatta. The
pair were among
4 61 athletes tackling
the 88-kilometre
| challenge.

Creek, Gorge Narrows, Edmonton, Open Aviron
Coastal Rowing Association (Victoria) and Salt Spring
Island clubs.

Clarke said two quads featured LGBTQIA+ athletes,
one was an all-female quad and the remaining boats
were of mixed genders. Rowers’ age range was from
15 to 78 years old.

Seven rowers from the False Creek club won the
race in a time of 7 hours, 55 minutes and 9.56 seconds.

A pre-race dinner serving 150 people was also held
the night before, with safety boat drivers, umpires,
volunteers, athletes, family/friends and honoured
guests attending.

Clarke said the club collected more than 15 spon-
sors and six event partners, and even made a small
profit for the first time in the event'’s history.

“This was a massive success for our club and our
island, and cultivated momentum for not only
coastal rowing on Salt Spring but also as a sport,”
said Clarke.

Heqring'_ife Love your ears

Your hearing
needs are unique.

Find the right
hearing aid
for you.

Start your 30-day FREE trial!

When you’re ready to purchase

Save up to 1,700

— off select hearing aids!"—

Experience the benefits of personalized
hearing care and on-going support.

Book your FREE hearing test’

SALT SPRING ISLAND 1108-115 Fulford Ganges Road
1-888-804-8581

[ QY R4 NSP-TRLD-DRFTW

Book online
HearingLife.ca/SaltSpring

*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. The results of
this assessment will be communicated verbally to you. Depending on the province you're located in, an
administrative fee may apply if a copy of an Audiological Report is requested. This promotion is valid for
select premium or advanced hearing aid models and cannot be combined with any other discount. Applies
to private sales of premium or advanced hearing aids and discount is applied after any Government funding
has been deducted. Some conditions apply, see clinic for details. Offer not valid in Quebec. Offer expires
09/30/2024.
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~ Fall Fair 2024
Entertainment &
E%ents Schedule

4 11:00 am.

Sawmlll Demonstration

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8™

..Admission gates open
..Livestock Barn Open
Admittance to the Main
Building is open only to peo-
ple with special needs and
residents of Senior Facilities

11:30 am........ Sheep Dog Demonstration
11:35-12:05.... Terry and Gordo
12:15-1:00......Valdy

12:30 pm........Threshing Demonstration
1:00 pm.. Zucchini Races
1:15-2:00........ Marianne Grittani

/ Blacksmith Demo until 9:00 am.......... Commercial vendors and & Friends
5:00 pm / Egg Smash until exhibitors open / Fun 2:00 pm.......... Longest lasting rose bloom
2:00 pm Swing until 5:00 pm and dahlia announced /
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7 | 11:20-11:50.... Edgar Hann & Em Walker 9:30 am....v. Food concessions open / Tractor Pull
7:30 am.... .. Admission gates open with Adam Huber . Games of chance open / 2:15-3:00........ Kathy Stack with Tom
8:30 am..... . Livestock Barn Open 11:30 am........ Sheep Dog D‘emonstratlon Sweetest apple judged Bowler & Bob Delion
I 9:00 am......... Commercial vendors and fj 12:00 pm.......Sheep Shearing 10:00 am........Entertainment on stage 2:30 pm......... Sheep Dog Demonstration /
exhibitors open 12:00-12:45.... Salome Cullen until 4:30 pm / Free Sawmill Demonstration

12:30 pm........ Threshing Demonstration

bus shuttle to/from th
12:55-1:25......Bill Henderson us shuttle tojfrom the

fairgrounds / Most fra-

3:00 pm.......... Certificates and prize
money may be collected

10:00 am........ Entertainment on stage
until 4:30 pm / Free bus

shuttle to/from the fair- 1:00 pm......... ZUCchini Races grant rose judged / Old behind the Exhibition Hall
grounds / Food conces- 1:35-2:05....... David Carl Band Fashioned Games begin / until 6:00 pm

sions open /.Fun Swing 200 pm...i Tractor Pull/ Rooster Milking Demo 3:10-3:45........Subdude

until 4:00 pm / Games Calling Contest in the 10:00-10:45....Alan Moberg 3:30 pm......... Rotary Club Muffin

Show Ring

Mad S ilD
2:15-2:45........Synergy adness / Sawmill Demo

3:45 pm.......... Chicken races

of chance open / Horse
Show until 4:00 pm / Old

10:30 am........ Indoor Exhibits open to all
fair-goers / Pet Parade reg-

Fashioned Games begin / | | 230 PM........Sheep Dog Demonstration istration / People’s Choice Rising Tide

Milking Demo 3:00 pm Sheep Shearing / Sawmill for BestTastln? Apple 5:00 pm.......... Fair closes
10:00-10:30....Annie & Chris Demonstration 10:55-11:25.... The Selkies o 5:00-6:00........All entries must be
10:40-11:10..... John Reid and 3:00-3:45........Bruce Collective Salt Spring Island removed (not earlier)

Cicela Mansson 3:45 pm. Chicken races 11:00 am........ Pet Parade / Blacksmith
11:00 am........ Indoor Sections Open in 4:00-4:45 Rough and Tumble Demo until 5:00 pm / Egg Gates closed

Main Building & Annex 5:00 pm Gates closed Smash until 2:00 pm for another year

Bumper
to Bumper®
Salt Spring

For Water Well-Drilling, Development, Hydrostimulation...
nobody has more practical hands-on experience than Drillwell.

CLL7!

EMBE

BAKERY,

Founded in 1965, Drillwell is one of the longest-standing members
of the B.Cand Canadian Groundwater Association

Family-Owned and Operated
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com drill@drillwell.com

106 JACKSON AVENUE

HOURS:
PHONE: 250-537-5507 MON - FRI 8AM - 5PM

A
+Siding + Decking « Flooring « Fencing + Post & Beams « T&G Soffit « Custom Cutting

RED CEDAR - DOUGLAS FIR
YELLOW CEDAR « FULL DIMENSION
ROUGH SAWN - LUMBER/TIMBER

DOGWOOD
LUMBER

Good Luck to the Participants &
Thank You to the Volunteers

LAURIE’S

GARBAGE * RECYCLING *ORGANICS

COMMERCIAL * CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL * CONTAINER RENTALS

Mouats Landing

Customer Care 1800 667 8280
thriftyfoods.com

Contact us to schedule
a free estimate
at your home or job site

(1988) LTD.

PAVING

All work professionally installed & guaranteed
o usTooay 200-3806-8210 e esrvares

Serving southern Vancuuverﬂlslénd & the Gulf Islands for over 30 years

Call Murray Logan 250-715-1678 - yeolddogwood@hotmail.com
6537 Cowichan Valley Hwy, Lake Cowichan

CERTIFIED
ORGANIC
APPLES & TREES

CERTIFIED
ORGANIC LOW-
[NTI%KVENTION
NATURAL CIDERS

 CIDERWSRKS

CIDERWORKS.CA
250 538 2197

529 FULFORD-GANGES/RD.
SALTSPRINGAPPLECOMPANY.COM

DROP OFF: MON. - SAT. 8 AM T0 4 PM NEXTTO COUNTRY GROCER
250-653-9279

BUILT FOR

THOSEWHODO

A do-it-all solution that fits your lifestyle. Prowdmg the strength |-
and adaptability of a compact utility tractor and the maneuver- |
ability of a garden tractor - you can count on-the BX23S for.in- 5‘
comparable versatlhty Contact us fo Iearn more.




