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BIG BOOTS TO FILL: Firefi ghter Jodi Banford takes a boot for a walk to get donations 
in the Centennial Park market on Saturday as part of the Salt Spring Firefi ghters’ 
Association’s annual boot drive fundraiser. This year’s benefi ciary was the Salt Spring 
Harvest Food Bank, operated by Island Community Services. Food items were also 
collected at Thrifty Foods, Country Grocer and the Ganges Fire Hall on Saturday. 

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

BC Ferries is proposing big changes at the Vesuvius 
Bay terminal — and will need the ongoing approval 
of Salt Spring’s Local Trust Committee (LTC) to advance 
much of it. 

To kick off the multi-year process, Evan Peterson from 
BC Ferries’ contractor Barefoot Design came before the 
LTC Thursday, May 16, bringing a rezoning application 
that would enable redevelopment of the three parcels 
that comprise the terminal’s infrastructure.  

Those include the vehicle holding area, which BC 
Ferries leases from the B.C. Transportation Financing 
Authority; the parking lot, leased from the Ministry of 
Water, Land and Resource Stewardship; and the marine 
area, which BC Ferries controls through a licence of 
occupation from the province. 

On land, BC Ferries plans to increase the number of 
public parking stalls — from 21 to 25 — and retain 16 
additional spots for staff. A “thru-lane” is planned for 
where Lane 7 currently sits, to improve traffi c circula-
tion. A designated pick-up and drop-off zone would be 
built in the existing parking lot near the government 
wharf, and improved passenger amenities — wash-
rooms, a waiting room and a vendor stall — would be 
placed alongside the BC Ferries offi ce. Additional hold-
ing lanes would increase capacity during busy times, 
potentially reducing vehicle line-ups onto Vesuvius Bay 
Road. 

For the marine area, BC Ferries will be applying 
to provincial regulators for a water lot expansion to 
replace the existing trestle with one that would be 
long and shallow-sloped enough to allow for vehicle 
holding — all of which will accommodate the plan for 
an eventual two-vessel service between Vesuvius and 
Crofton.  

BC Ferries has proposed a phased approach to the 
project, which means the marine terminal development 
will start fi rst with the upland portion, once the com-
pany allocates the budget for it. Throughout, according 
to Peterson, islanders can expect ongoing “engage-
ment and communications” about what’s happening 
and any interruptions or changes to service as a result 
of the work. 
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Water lot expansion needed

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO 

A scene from an Invasive Plant Drop-off day held on the Community Gospel 
Chapel property in 2022. Transition Salt Spring was among LCC grant-in-
aid recipients last week, and funds will help facilitate the drop-off day set 
for Community Gospel’s parking lot this Saturday, May 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., and another one at Fulford Hall on June 9. 

BC FERRIES GRAPHICS

Graphic shows proposed amendments to BC Ferries’ Vesuvius Bay terminal, including a few extra 
parking stalls and a thru-lane in the car holding area, a designated pick-up/drop-off zone, washrooms, 
waiting room and spot for a vendor stall. 

“And then the marine improvements are 
slated to begin in 2026,” said Peterson. 
“We’re hoping to have the Island Class fer-
ries for 2027.” 

The water lot expansion application is 
contingent on the LTC approving the rezon-
ing and appurtenant official community 
plan (OCP) amendment, according to staff. 
And as it lies within development permit 
areas, both demolition of the existing tres-
tle and construction of the new one — as 
well as the parking area upgrades — will 
require a development permit from the 
Islands Trust before construction can begin.  

Trustees agreed the opportunity to 
improve both accessibility and traffic at 

the terminal was worth pursuing. As well, 
it would bring the existing land use into 
compliance: despite decades of use for 
ferry service, the upland terminal and park-
ing area are currently zoned “residential” 
in the land use bylaw with a “residen-
tial neighbourhoods” OCP designation. 
The LTC directed staff to “notify and seek 
input” from local First Nations and relevant 
agencies, and proceed with drafting an 
amendment bylaw to bring forward at a 
future meeting. 

“This is preliminary; we’re just kicking the 
process off here,” said Salt Spring trustee 
Laura Patrick. “I’m glad to see it. I know the 
terminal is in dire need of some updating.” 

The Gulf Island Ferry Company provided 
ferry service between Vesuvius Bay and 
Crofton from 1955 until 1961, when BC Fer-
ries started doing so.

FULFORD WATER 

Developers ask CRD 
to grow Fulford 
water boundaries
Former Vortex project would foot the bill for 
infrastructure improvements

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Planners for a new development at the site of the former Fulford Inn 
are asking Fulford Water System (FWS) commission members to recom-
mend the Capital Regional District (CRD) expand service area boundaries 
to include them. 

The proposed Ocean Estuary project — formerly known as the Vor-
tex — is a commercial and retail development with 17 planned motel 
units within eight cottage buildings, a restaurant and accessory retail 
sales buildings all centred on an outdoor plaza, according to a CRD staff 
report. The project received approval for a development permit from 
Salt Spring’s Local Trust Committee in early 2023. 

The FWS treatment plant produces enough potable water to service 
the proposed development, according to CRD staff; and the existing 
distribution system — along with improvements and upgrades the devel-
opers would provide — would be “adequate” to provide service to “all 
current and proposed” water users. 

Among those improvements, a new water main would run from the 
current FWS boundary to the Ocean Estuary property, which lies at the 
head of Fulford Harbour on Fulford-Ganges Road. The impact to the 
level of Weston Lake — the Fulford system’s water source — would be 
“incremental and negligible,” states a CRD staff report. 

“As an additional user, Ocean Estuary (and any additional users along 
the new watermain route) would share in the fixed capital and operat-
ing costs of the system,” adds the report, “particularly the inevitable 
project to replace all of the asbestos / cement water lines.” 

The developers argue system improvements they are proposing will 
improve fire service to current water users along Fulford-Ganges and 
South Ridge roads. If the Fulford Water Service Commission or the CRD 
are not inclined to agree, staff say, the developers have said they would 
develop their own well and water treatment system drawing from 
another aquifer; but, staff added, they have also said “they don’t want 
to be in the water business.” 

Ocean Estuary Development is owned by Merchant House Capital, 
according to documents submitted for the request for expansion, whose 
principal and founder David Fullbrook lives on Salt Spring. 

The Fulford Water Service Commission meets Friday, May 24 at the Salt 
Spring Island Multi Space (SIMS) boardroom at 10 a.m.

LCC

Commissioners finalize spring grant-in-aid funding decisions

VESUVIUS
continued from 1

Second application 
intake for island 
groups likely in fall

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring officials anguished 
over community funding last 
week, as requests exceeded the 
available budget — and tough 
decisions were hammered out. 

The island’s Local Commu-
nity Commission (LCC) finalized 
plans for distributions through 
its grants-in-aid funding Thurs-
day, May 16, answering requests 
from more than a dozen Salt 
Spring organizations for one-
time support dollars. And despite 
a modest carryover surplus in 
the fund, the answer for some 
“spring intake” applicants would 
be “no.”  

Indeed, even for those who 
will receive funding, most will 

not be getting as much as hoped 
— in an effort, commissioners 
said, to have something left for 
another round of applications in 

six months. 
“I am struck,” said commission-

er Brian Webster, “by how much 
really valuable work is happen-

ing in so many different areas in 
our community. It’s quite stun-
ning. But my overall feeling is 
we’re going to have to give a 
little bit of disappointment to 
almost everybody.” 

Including the carry-over, the 
LCC’s budget for all 2024 grants 
sat at nearly $54,000; had they 
fully funded every spring intake 
request made by the April 30 
deadline, they would’ve run out 
of cash — and been more than 
$9,000 short.  

The process was clearly painful 
for commission members. 

“Every one of us knows every 
one of these applicants,” said 
commissioner Gayle Baker. “We 
care so deeply about our friends 
and our neighbours, and we’re 
looking at picky things. It’s not 
personal.” 

Recipients of funding will 
include — in no particular order 
— Salt Spring Literacy ($997.54), 
Bandemonium Music Society 
($2,150), The Circle Salt Spring 

Education Society ($2,000), the 
Wagon Wheel Housing Society 
($2,500), Copper Kettle Com-
munity Partnership ($5,000), 
Gulf Islands Community Radio 
Society ($2,770), Transition Salt 
Spring Society ($5,000), the Salt 
Spring Island Farmland Trust 
Society ($4,000), the Salish Sea 
Inter-Island Transportation Soci-
ety ($4,000) and the Salt Spring 
Community Health Society 
($5,000). 

Approved for funding — but 
waiting briefly, in case the proj-
ect can be funded by Community 
Works dollars instead — was the 
Salt Spring Abattoir ($5,000). A 
request for $3,150 from Capital 
Bike was deferred for additional 
information, and requests from 
the Lady Minto Hospital Auxil-
iary Society (for $5,000), the Salt 
Spring Island Chamber of Com-
merce (for $5,000) and the Salt 
Spring and Southern Gulf Islands 
Community Services Society (for 
$12,000) were not approved. 
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22
3:04 9.8 2.99
10:59 1.8 0.55
19:15 10.3 3.14
23:34 9.2 2.8

23
3:14 9.8 2.99
11:28 1.2 0.37
19:55 10.7 3.26

24
0:26 9.4 2.87
3:33 9.8 2.99
12:01 0.8 0.24
20:36 11 3.35

25
1:24 9.6 2.93
3:59 9.8 2.99
12:39 0.5 0.15
21:20 11.2 3.41

26
2:31 9.7 2.96
4:30 9.8 2.99
13:20 0.5 0.15
22:05 11.4 3.47

27
3:48 9.6 2.93
5:05 9.6 2.93
14:06 0.7 0.21
22:50 11.5 3.5

28
5:13 9.2 2.8
5:44 9.2 2.8
14:53 1.3 0.4
23:32 11.5 3.5

29
6:16 8.6 2.62
6:59 8.6 2.62
15:43 2.1 0.64

HOUSING 

Salt Spring homeshare 
registry plan gets funding
Program matches homeowners 
with those who seek housing

BY ROBB MAGLEY
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring offi cials hope a partnership with the South-
ern Gulf Islands Community Resource Centre (SGICRC) 
will help connect “home-sharers” with home-seekers. 

The island’s Local Community Commission (LCC) unani-
mously approved a $22,830 contract with the SGICRC on 
Thursday, May 16, to create a multi-functional Housing 
Now Homeshare Registry for Salt Spring, targeting the 
estimated 1,590 single-person households on the island 
that might be interested in renting out part of their 
home. 

The SGICRC’s current registry serves the other South-
ern Gulf Islands, according to project representative 
Janey Rowland, and in 2023 saw 22 homeowners and 
32 home-seekers participate — with seven connections 
made, four of which were associated with the hospitality 
workforce. The seemingly low success rate exemplifi ed 
some of the program’s challenges, Rowland said — like a 
perfect home was found for a person looking on Pender 
Island, but it was offered on Mayne. 

“Or some of the folks that came forward had two 

dogs and a cat,” Rowland told commissioners. “And 12 
of the 22 homeowners didn’t want pets, so right away 
that negates the possibility to make that match.” 

Rowland said they estimate 15 to 20 matches this 
year, noting that as the registration numbers on both 
sides of the equation increase, so will opportunities. 
The new Salt Spring registry will support building 
a workforce housing toolkit of resources specifi c to 
the island, including the creation of a fee-for-service 
payment structure that will apply to a wide range 
of employers that want to support the project; an 
employer “guarantor” component that might make 
the arrangement more attractive to some homeown-
ers will be designed in the coming months, but won’t 
necessarily apply to every match. 

“So the registry itself can kind of address your lower 
income, affordable housing,” said Rowland. “You’ve 
got seniors aging in place, and you’ve got workforce 
[housing]. So it kind of hits three markers for us as 
far as how we’re going to address our housing short-
ages.” 

The one-time funding will come from the LCC’s eco-
nomic development service budget, and builds on seed 
dollars that came from the Southern Gulf Islands Com-
munity Economic Sustainability Commission and the 
Southern Gulf Islands Tourism Partnership Society in 
2023. For more information visit linktr.ee/sgihousing. 

ISLANDS TRUST

Musgrave family’s plan clears fi rst hurdle
‘Shared residential’ 
concept proceeds despite 
trustee concerns 

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

 
A Salt Spring resident whose visits to his 

land by helicopter might’ve torpedoed 
an early attempt at expedited approval is 
still hoping to build houses for his family 
in the island’s remote southwest, and will 
fi nally have his day before the Salt Spring 
Local Trust Committee (LTC) — and the 
public — this summer.  

Pilot and online content creator Mis-
cha Gelb had come before the LTC last 
fall with plans to build four homes on 
his 155-acre parcel off Musgrave Road, 
using Salt Spring’s “shared residential” 
provisions. At the LTC meeting Thursday, 
May 16, Gelb said he has lived with his 
young family in a small cottage on the 
parcel for about two years, and that 
they planned to build a more permanent 
home for themselves, another for his sis-
ter and her family, and two more for his 
and his wife’s parents. 

“I think the opportunity to sell what 
[the grandparents] have and then to 
move on to this property — and have 
actually have a little bit of money that 
they could retire on comfortably — is 
something that would be very valuable 
to them,” said Gelb, “in the last stages of 
their lives as they go through their retire-
ment years.” 

As part of the island’s offi cial commu-
nity plan (OCP), the “shared residential” 
provisions allow the LTC to consider pass-
ing a bylaw to allow a property owner 
to build, without subdividing, the same 
number of single-family dwellings on a 
lot as might result from an actual sub-
division. 

Gelb had posted a YouTube video 

landing a Robinson R44 helicopter on his 
hillside parcel last year — and in response 
to a question from trustee Laura Patrick 
at the LTC meeting in October, he said 
as a part owner of an Abbotsford fl ight 
training school and working for a U.K.-
based helicopter manufacturer, he had 
certainly “fl own there a couple of times” 
but did not personally own a helicopter, 
and now primarily worked remotely sell-
ing them. 

Patrick did not support waiving the 
public hearing in October, which would 
have been an option had the LTC agreed 
the plan was consistent with the OCP. 

“My understanding of why the prov-
ince brought in the rule to waive the 
public hearings was under the umbrella 
of affordable housing, so we could push 
affordable housing rezonings through 
the process quickly,” said Patrick in Octo-
ber. “I’d say this doesn’t quite meet that.” 

Further, Patrick had expressed con-
cerns that an OCP-specifi ed “clustering” 
of development on the parcel, currently 
zoned “Forestry 1,” seemingly wasn’t 
part of the proposal. While the size of 
the property if fully subdivided could 
include seven homes — each with its 
own secondary cottage — the plan last 
year had somewhat scattered the four 
planned homes and single cottage, 
which Gelb said were situated along 
existing old logging roads. 

Gelb said May 16 that there was an 
“opportunity” to bring the houses on 
the property slightly closer — but that 

it ran a little counter to the whole idea. 
“I moved to Salt Spring Island and 

bought 155 acres so that I wouldn’t be 
right next to a neighbour,” said Gelb. 
“The proposed locations for these homes 
allow everybody to be here and have the 
space.”  

Gelb added he felt the homes were 
suffi ciently “clustered” to be within 30 
per cent of the land. 

Back in October, trustee Jamie Har-
ris applauded Gelb’s “gumption and 
vision” — something he repeated at 
the May 16 meeting — and pointed out 
how “reduced” the density would be 
for the family’s houses rather than via 
a full subdivision. But by a 2-1 vote — 
with Harris opposing — the LTC chose 
then not to waive the public hearing 
requirement. 

At the May 16 meeting, Patrick said 
she was not convinced the project 
wasn’t at odds with the Trust Policy 
Statement. 

“I think generally putting more densi-
ty on these areas that are not as well ser-
viced, and are outside our service area, 
is — just to me — not in the meaning of 
the Trust Policy Statement,” said Patrick. 

“This is not indiscriminate develop-
ment,” countered Harris. “This is small 
development.” 

Trustee Tim Peterson said “based on 
the language” he would have trouble 
not advancing the project. 

“And as we heard from the appli-
cant, the existing [clearings] and log-
ging routes are what’s contemplated for 
building sites and access,” said Peterson. 

On Harris’ motion, the LTC voted to 
indicate the application was not contrary 
to the policy statement; that cleared 
the way for a community information 
meeting and public hearing on a bylaw 
amending the parcel’s zoning to allow 
the four dwellings — which at this point 
could take place at the committee’s July 
meeting, at the earliest. 

“This is not indiscriminate 

development. This is 

small development.” 

JAMIE HARRIS
Salt Spring trustee

PHOTO BY ROBB MAGLEY

A forest trail winds past a sign noting the boundary between 
Mount Maxwell Provincial Park and a vulnerable watershed held 
by the North Salt Spring Waterworks District. The unmarked 
path continues into the new Mount Maxwell Community Park, 
management plans for which were the subject of a well-
attended perspective-gathering workshop Wednesday, May 15.
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Missing
piece

I
f good things come to 
those who wait, we were 
hopeful that whatever was 
coming to the neighbour-

hood around the Vesuvius Bay 
ferry terminal would be very, 
very good. 

BC Ferries has lifted the lid on some planned 
changes to infrastructure and layout at Salt Spring’s 
westernmost access point, with improvements for 
drivers that might help the neighbours a little, too. 
Additional holding lanes could get a few more 
cars off the village’s main thoroughfare, and a few 
more parking spaces in the lot might unclog some 
side streets. Sorting out a drop-off and pick-up 
zone might organize the congestion chaos that 
begins every spring and persists later and later each 

fall. 
And we know Vesuvius 

needs improvement — 
because the problem 
is hardly new. Like the 
shortage of affordable 
housing, islanders iden-
tifi ed the growing traf-
fi c issues in and around 
Vesuvius years ago. But 
unfortunately, and again 
perhaps like affordable 
housing, the steps being 
taken today would have 

been a great idea a decade ago — and we’re still 
missing a big part of the puzzle. 

The re-tooling at the terminal stems from a 
2017 traffi c safety review that identifi ed four “key 
issues” — consultant-speak for “problems” — hap-
pening there. The plans for construction starting 
nearly a decade later address just three — namely 
those surrounding vehicles navigating an increas-
ingly crowded landscape. The fourth and thus-far 
unaddressed “key issue” was the lack of pedestrian 
and cyclist accommodation. 

“It is expected that as traffi c volumes increase,” 
read that safety review, “the level of exposure for 
vulnerable road users (e.g. pedestrians and cyclists) 
will increase.” 

Setting aside the profound safety issue, it feels 
like BC Ferries is addressing traffi c congestion with 
perhaps the only management technique that we 
know doesn’t work, at least in the long run: build-
ing more lanes. 

Like planting a tree, the best time to have 
improved non-vehicle infrastructure for visitors and 
commuters was 20 years ago, and the second-best 
time is today. With BC Ferries’ priorities seemingly 
still laser-focused on cars, it looks like we’re not 
planting any time soon. 

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
Vesuvius 
terminal 
upgrades

WE SAY:
Vehicle focus 
disappointing

Fulford water idea fl awed
BY IAN PEACE

With about one week of 
advance notice, the Capital 
Regional District (CRD) has 
tasked Fulford Water Service 
commissioners with a 426-page agenda 
of documents for a special meeting to 
“consider including the proposed Ocean 
Estuary (Vortex) development in the Ful-
ford Water Local Service Area and to 
make a recommendation in that regard.” 
One week to prepare for a meeting that 
draws on some 400 pages of reports 
effectively bars Fulford Water Service 
ratepayers from meaningful participa-
tion in the CRD decision.

CRD urgency for local approval of 
their preferred outcome is one of several 
sources of a reasonable apprehension 
of bias in favour of the developer. For 
examples, CRD hired GW Solutions to 
study the issue of water availability for 
Vortex. In 2022, GW Solutions published 
“Weston Lake Water Availability and 
Climate Change Assessment.” In it, GW 
Solutions estimates climate change will 
reduce the volume of water available to 
the Fulford system by up to 30 per cent. 
Tellingly, in their three-page summary 
of the issue, CRD does not mention the 
effect of climate change.

Furthermore, GW Solutions recom-
mended that CRD “Improve the relation-
ship between land development and 
groundwater usage and place a high 
importance on land development and 
land management decisions that do not 
jeopardize water resources.” This rec-
ommendation suggests an imbalance 
between approval of high water use 
developments like tourist resorts and 
scarce water resources.

Various reports and the CRD claim 
“Increased and improved water conser-

vation will ameliorate the 
situation.” Individual water 
meters for Fulford ratepay-
ers are at or near the top of 
the list for conservation mea-

sures. However, these reports do not 
include costs such as the cost of installing 
the meters. Conservation also includes 
restricting water from agricultural uses. 
Since the dry season coincides with high 
tourist season, CRD recommends growers 
of food give up their water to the Vortex. 
Virtually all the costs of additional con-
servation fall to the ratepayers.

In addition, CRD refers to annual water 
requirements. This includes the Vor-
tex application’s annual requirement. 
Focusing on annual demand misleads 
the public away from seasonal drought 
concerns. Likely, some large fraction of 
Vortex water demand will occur in the 
dry season. Supposing some 80 per cent 
of demand occurs in the summer season 
changes the water demand picture to the 
degree the developer’s estimates may 
not be reliable. Is it reasonable to predict 
some 60 resort guests, retail operations 
and a restaurant will get by on about 40 
cubic metres of water per day?

In general, CRD speaks more to the 
capacity of their water distribution sys-
tem and less to the availability of raw 
water for treatment. This approach 
results in a reasonable apprehension of 
bias toward the developer.

In light of the above and other reasons, 
the Fulford Water Service Commission 
could vote for Alternative 3 “Refer the 
report back to staff for additional infor-
mation.” That could include answering 
questions like “what are the costs of 
conservation” and “what impact will 
climate change deliver to fresh water 
availability?”

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

41 

 NO   YES

44 Do you care enough to 
follow the Trust Policy 
Statement process?

Should the Fulford 
Water Service area be 
expanded? Yes No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
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LETTERS to the editor

ISLAND

VOICES

“My overall feeling is we’re going to have to give a little bit of 
disappointment to almost everybody.”
LCC COMMISSIONER BRIAN WEBSTER, ON GRANTS-IN-AID DISBURSEMENTS 

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. For details about 
deadlines, and word limits for the Viewpoint and other longer opinion pieces, contact the editor at the email address below, or 
phone 250-537-9933. All submissions may be edited for brevity, legality and taste.  Writers are asked to provide a telephone 
number where they may be reached during the day, and to sign letters with their full name. Letters published do not necessarily 
reflect the views of Driftwood Publishing Ltd., its staff or advertisers. Send letters to: news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

The following letter, signed 
by 34 former islands trustees as 
noted at the end, was sent to the 
Islands Trust Executive Commit-
tee and filed with the Driftwood 
for publication. 

As former Islands Trust trustees 
from various islands in the Trust 
Area, we are writing to inform you 
of our concerns regarding Trust 
Council’s intention to broaden the 
meaning of the words ‘unique 
amenities’ in Section 3 of the 
Islands Trust Act (the Object). The 
spirit and intent of those words 
seem unmistakable in light of the 
1986 Ministry of Municipal Affairs/
Islands Trust “Position Paper; The 
Object of the Islands Trust: Renew-
ing the Consensus,” that specified 
a combination of many natural 
factors.

Following an in-camera meet-
ing on September 26, 2023, it was 
reported that Trust Council had 
come to a “consensus” on how 
Section 3 of the act that creat-
ed the Islands Trust would (not 
“should”) be interpreted. What 
those conclusions were and how 
they had been agreed upon was 
not revealed. A silence, lasting 
almost four months, followed 
before the “Islands Trust Council 
Highlights” with a link to “Trust 

Council’s consensus statement” 
was officially released on Jan. 18, 
2024.

It was then that the details of 
Trust Council’s conclusion were 
revealed to the general public. 
“Unique amenities” were to 
include, “but not be limited to, 
housing, infrastructure, liveli-
hoods, and tourism.” How and by 
whom these four categories were 
identified and selected for inclu-
sion is not mentioned.

Apart from consideration of 
legal opinions, we question the 
propriety of holding this discus-
sion during an in-camera meeting. 
We have heard different expla-
nations of how council’s decision 
was arrived at: from staff, the 
Executive Committee and from 
trustees. These contradictory 
responses are problematic and 
confusing. There is no evidence of 
a motion being passed by council 
which would provide a record of 
Trust Council’s approval for the 
addition of these items under 
the umbrella of “unique ameni-
ties,” or how individual trustees 
voted. It would have been help-
ful knowing whether this “con-
sensus” was reached by referring 
to the 1986 Ministry of Munici-
pal Affairs/Islands Trust “Position 
Paper; The Object of the Islands 

Trust: Renewing the Consensus” 
and the 2021 “Discussion Paper: 
The Islands Trust Object: Past, Pres-
ent and Future.”

These additional categories, 
now identified as “unique ameni-
ties,” are not unique to the Trust 
Area. Further, housing, infrastruc-
ture, livelihoods and tourism are 
services provided by regional dis-
tricts and government agencies. 
More alarming, this expansion 
and interpretation of “unique 
amenities” has the potential of 
influencing or compromising envi-
ronmental policies. The Trust is 
limited to regulating land use in 
order to preserve and protect the 
natural environment and rural 
character of the Trust Area for all 
residents of B.C., a duty specific to 
its intended purpose and function 
as a “trust.”

How will this new interpreta-
tion of “unique amenities” influ-
ence Trust Council as it embarks 
upon a review of the Trust Poli-
cy Statement? Will this decision 
result in environmental policies 
being compromised or excluded 
to facilitate development?

Pertinent and fundamental 

questions have been raised by 
numerous individuals and groups 
regarding both the process and 
the conclusions of that process 
over the course of the past six 
months and, as of this date, none 
have been addressed by the chair 
of the Islands Trust Council.

We believe the credibility of the 
Islands Trust’s promise of a trans-
parent and open public process 
has been hurt by the manner in 
which this decision was reached, 
the lack of a rationale for this deci-
sion, and the lack of information 
provided.

We ask, therefore, that the chair 
make a public statement with full 
disclosure of why the interpreta-
tion was not made in an open 
meeting, how a “consensus,” 
unanimous or not, was arrived 
at, the reasoning used to arrive at 
this interpretation of the words 
“unique amenities” and how this 
interpretation will influence the 
Trust Policy Statement review.

Sincerely,
Nerys Poole, 2008-2011 (Bowen 

Island); John Rich, 1976-1984 
(Bowen); Kim Benson, 1993-2008 
(Gambier); Harlene Holm, 1978-
1984 (Denman); Roxanna Man-
dryk, 1992-1996 (Denman); David 
Critchley, 2014-2022 (Denman); 
Deb Ferens, 2011-2014 (Gab-

riola); Gisele Rudischer, 1996 to 
2008, 2011-2014 (Gabriola); Kees 
Langereis, 2018-2022 (Gabriola); 
Debbie Holmes, 1996-99, 1999-
2002 (Galiano); Tahirah Rockaf-
ella, 2018-2022 (Galiano); Sheila 
Anderson, 2002-2005 (Galiano); 
Sandy Pottle, 2008-2018 (Galiano); 
Tony Law, 1996-2005, 2007-2018 
(Hornby); Barry Kurland, 1986-
1992 (Lasqueti); Peter Johnston, 
2011-2015, 2018-2022 (Lasqueti); 
Tom Weinerth, 1999-2002 (Las-
queti); Jen Gobby, 2008-2011 (Las-
queti); John Barre, 1982-1986 (Las-
queti); George Ravenscroft, 1996-
1999 (North Pender); Ben McCo-
nchie, 2018-2022 (North Pender); 
Christine Torgrimson, 2008-2011 
(Salt Spring); Peter Lamb, 2005-
2008 (Salt Spring); David Bor-
rowman, 1996-2002 (Salt Spring); 
Elaine Jacobsen, 1986-1996 (South 
Pender); David Greer, 2008-2011 
(South Pender); Wendy Schole-
field, 2014-2018 (South Pender); 
Wendy Munroe, 1984-1988 (South 
Pender); John Rumble, 1996-2000 
(South Pender); Cameron Thorn, 
2018-2022 (South Pender); Bruce 
McConchie, 2014-2018 (South 
Pender); Liz Montague, 2011-2014 
(South Pender); Steve Wright, 
1982-1990, 1996-2000, 2018-2022 
(South Pender); and Doug Fenton, 
2018-2022 (Thetis).

Former trustees press Islands Trust over ‘unique amenities’ decision

Who decides on 
definitions?

Aren’t words wonderful? Many seem 
to have solid meaning until you listen to 
how folks use them. “Love,” for example, 
can be applied to everything from God to 
peanut butter.

“Unique” is about to get just as slippery, 
if we adopt Islands Trust staff proposals 
reported in the May 15 Gulf Islands Drift-
wood. I thought it meant one of a kind: 
”there’s no other place like this place.” 
Islands in the Salish Sea fit that definition: 
no other place has our geologic history, 
geographic features or ecologic character.

Trusting the accuracy of the Drift-
wood article, I marvel at the in-your-
face ways shifting fog replaces solid 
ground. Nowhere in the article is the 
phrase “unique environments” used, but 
“unique amenities” appears three times. 
Amenities have to do with what we build 
or create by changing nature: roads and 
buildings, gardens, hayfields and homes 
that replace forests, streams dammed or 
diverted, etc. Here’s a challenge — name 
one that’s unique. We make the changes 
according to rules, customs and market 
forces shared with a whole bunch of other 
places. It shows.

Another change would take away the 

present statement that the rate and scale 
of development “must be carefully man-
aged and requires limitation” and substi-
tutes an instruction to “define and main-
tain appropriate limits … in order to pro-
tect unique amenities and environment.” 
When we get around to it.

Who is the lucky definer? The Islands 
Trust, some day. And local trust commit-
tees through voluntary “context state-
ments” in official community plans. Any 
guesses as to how enforceable those will 
be?

BOB WEEDEN,
PRIMROSE LANE

Men are pigs
Well, it’s that time of year once more: 

blossoms blossoming, little birds singing 
in the trees and, as always, females of 
our species performing the annual ritual 
wherein  articles of clothing are jettisoned 
hither and yon, flung to the four winds, 
leaving their owner clad in a fashion that 
can only be described as “scantily.’’ 

No problem so far, you won’t hear 
any argument from me, but some, while 
parading around in this condition, get 
real uppity-like when the males of our 
species stare at them. Sorry, girls, but it’s 
not a conscious  action, nor controllable. 
You see, men are pigs. 

Countless  millennia of evolution have 
fine-tuned the male brain to perform a 
minimal number of tasks: hunt, kill, pro-
vide, open pickle jars and reproduce. Any 
man who claims to have evolved any fur-
ther than this is lying. To himself, the rest 
of society and the young lady he is taking 
out to dinner. When one of us spots an 
attractive female, just about all of the 
blood in the brain immediately drains out, 
leaving us not quite brain-dead, just shy 
of oxygen starved, but close enough to 
ensure that any rational thinking is a non-
starter. Picture a lion sizing up a gazelle. 
No question about what is going on, and 
it ain’t pretty. Interestingly, all that blood 
from the aforementioned brain flows 
instinctively and directly . . . elsewhere.

A classic example of this phenomenon 
occurred one Sunday at St. Embi’s chapel. 
A number of the faithful were absorb-
ing every word of the sermon being read 
by the Reverend Scotty Royal, includ-
ing  one parishioner who, at 96 years of 
age, could see the exit getting closer and 
had to either repent for his sins or cover 
his tracks.

All thoughts of salvation were sudden-
ly tossed to the wayside when a lovely 
young lass walked past him. His old failing 
eyes locked onto her (refer back to the 
lion/gazelle analogy) and remained thus 
focused until she rounded the corner and 

out of sight. Upon witnessing this occur-
rence, the general congregation burst 
out laughing. In his defence I felt I had to 
speak up: “He’s old, not dead.” 

A year or so later, the old boy went to 
his reward, but I’m sure he was checking 
out the nurses as he drew his last breath. 
I am convinced that it is the last thing to 
go. 

So there you have it, ladies; through no 
fault of our own, whether you like it or 
not, men are pigs. Deal with it.

MIKE STACEY,
SALT SPRING

Signs appreciated
I would like to say how much I like the 

new sign reader board that gives your 
speed as you are coming into Ganges.

We need more of these — a quick 
reminder that you are going too fast and 
to check the speed limit. Speed limits 
change so often as you drive around Salt 
Spring, so it is just much easier to cruise 
along at a steady speed.

And it would be nice if the vandalized 
signs on Vesuvius Bay road were replaced. 
They are a distraction and an annoyance 
and a year is about enough time to do 
this.

GREG MIDDLETON,
SALT SPRING 

INDEPTH
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CHORAL MUSIC 

Singers ascend in Across the Universe concert
Heavens, planets, 
stars and beyond 
probed in musical 
choices
BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

As a community choir that passed 
its 50-year milestone last year, Salt 
Spring Singers members have 
explored countless themes in their 
biannual concerts. 

A choir’s artistic director is gen-

VISUAL ARTS 

Hildebrandt artwork prompts Matisse refl ections
Remembering the Joy of Life 
show opens Friday, May 24

   
BY SHANNON WARDROPER 
F O R  S A LT  S P R I N G  G A L L E R Y 

  
In 1906, Henry Matisse painted The Joy of 

Life — a painting that would revolutionize 
the European art world and open the doors 
for what would become the Western Modern 
Art movement. 

The subject of Matisse’s painting was noth-
ing new though. Monsieur Matisse pulled 
heavily and unabashedly from Agostino Car-
racci’s etching of Love in the Golden Age and 
said himself that the painting was an ode 
to his post-impressionist predecessor Paul 
Cezanne’s work The Bathers. 

All these pieces play on the theme of an 
idyllic age of humanness, where we frol-
icked naked and free, imbued with an aura 
of Eden-esque innocence, as-yet lacking the 
bodily and sexual shame, self-consciousness 
and inner turmoil we would soon inherit, liv-
ing as one with nature and all of creation in 
a harmonic cherub-fi lled landscape. A motif 
that was revisited countless times through the 
artistic centuries.  

I am fond of this idea. Not so much because 
I believe that historically humans once existed 

in an era free of shame and violence — I 
mean, maybe we did, but looking back on the 
last 3,000 years or so of human history would 
suggest that this is rather unlikely — but 
because I like the idea. Because if we think we 
did, or if we can even imagine the possibility 
that we did long enough to paint a picture 
about it, then we must hold somewhere, 
buried under our traumatized cultural sub-
conscious, the capacity for this profound love, 
forgiveness and belonging.

And somewhere inside ourselves there is 
the capacity for peace and the ability to let go 
of what we think, and the potential for self-
love and self-acceptance — and from there, 
there is love and acceptance for the whole. 

Maybe we can even take things one step 
further and look about us and say, “You know, 
life is pretty damn beautiful, human beings 
are pretty effi ng gorgeous, and maybe we 
already are one with all of nature and maybe 

the whole universe is inside us, and maybe it 
would be impossible to be anything but this, 
and maybe those little birds singing in the 
tree really are cherubs after all. And maybe, 
just maybe, life is in fact perfect. And maybe 
that includes you.” 

And that’s a pretty joyful thing to remem-
ber. 

Salt Spring artist Matthew Hildebrandt, 
whose art exhibition called Remembering the 
Joy of Life opens at Salt Spring Gallery this 
Friday, May 24, with a reception from 5 to 7 
p.m., makes the following statement about 
his work: “Life is so damn beautiful, and I 
just can’t get enough of it. My work steals 
unabashedly from artists such as Matisse, 
Cezanne, Van Gogh, Carr, Morrisseau, Rivera, 
Hockney and many of the folk art styles from 
around the world, including but not limited 
to the stone and wood carvers of the Pacifi c 
Northwest, the yarn and bead art of Huichol 
Mexicans, the Fraktur art of the Pennsylva-
nian Dutch Mennonites and the stone carv-
ings of the Celtic and Norse.” 

Hildebrandt’s exhibition runs May 24 
through June 12.  Salt Spring Gallery is open 
Tuesdays through Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

For more information about Hildebrandt 
and to see some of his images, people can visit 
matthewhildebrandt.ca.

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO

Salt Spring Singers director Don Conley introduces a piece at last year’s 
50th anniversary spring concert. The choir will perform this Saturday and 
Sunday at All Saints by-the-Sea in a concert with something for everyone 
called Across the Universe.

erally responsible for coming up 
with concert program concepts, 
but this time Don Conley asked 
his members what themes they 
would like to consider. That’s 
when someone suggested “outer 
space or the universe,” he said, 
and people “started shouting out 
songs they knew of with space in 
the theme.”

It ended up providing a rich gal-
axy of musical choices, which audi-
ences will hear at this weekend’s 
two concerts called Across the 
Universe at All Saints by-the-Sea 
church. The first is on Saturday, 
May 25 at 7:30 p.m., with a Sun-
day afternoon show beginning at 
2:30 p.m. 

James Yi is the choir’s accom-
panist.

Conley said the fi rst part of the 
concert features classical works, 
such as Creation’s Hymn by 
Beethoven and Haydn’s The Heav-
ens are Telling from The Creation 
oratorio. 

“Both of them are big numbers. 
You get that full, powerful choral 
sound,” he said.

Music by renowned contem-
porary composers includes A 
Flight Song by Kim André Arne-
sen, which is based on a beauti-
ful poem about coming of age 
and going out into the world and 
“fl ying.” The metaphor is appli-
cable to just about anything, said 
Conley. 

Across the Vast, Eternal Sky, 
about the phoenix rising myth, 

comes from choral-world super-
star composer Ola Gjeilo, and 
Walking in the Air is a magical 
piece from an animated British 
fi lm called The Snowman. 

The Robert Frost poem Choose 
Something Like a Star set to music 
by Randall Thompson is another 
beautiful and cinematic song on 
the program.

The concert’s second half enters 
a contemporary orbit with Elton 
John’s Rocket Man, Across the Uni-
verse by the Beatles, Fly Me to the 

Moon — the jazz standard made 
famous by Frank Sinatra and 
Count Basie — and From a Dis-
tance, which was a Bette Midler 
hit in 1990. Six of the choir’s sing-
ers will perform the poignant 
Underneath the Stars by Kate 
Rusby, which was hugely popu-
lar for Grammy-nominated British 
ensemble VOCES8.

Because humour is pretty much 
a constant in Salt Spring Singers 
concerts (and rehearsals), choir 
member Jean Brouard will sing 

The Galaxy Song from Monty 
Python. 

The concert’s closing number is 
an absolutely on-theme classic — 
take a guess at what it will be and 
you might be right!

Conley said his choir is growing 
in numbers again after the  reduc-
ing impacts of the Covid pan-
demic, and the 40-plus group has 
embraced the Across the Universe 
repertoire.

“They really like the program so 
they are singing it enthusiastically.”

Tickets for the show are avail-
able through the ArtSpring box 
offi ce, or at the All Saints door, if 
still available. 

While the choir’s membership 
has grown in the past year, Con-
ley would like to see even more 
islanders enjoy the benefits of 
group singing, so a free work-
shop encouraging people to try 
it out, which will also be valuable 
to experienced singers, is being 
offered next month.

Eva Bostrand, a well-known 
vocalist, teacher and choral direc-
tor from Edmonton, will lead the 
June 21-23 event at All Saints. 
More details will be available 
soon.

Conley said hosting education-
al and outreach events like the 
Bostrand workshop are one of the 
Singers’ purposes.

“Part of our mandate is to reach 
out to the community and provide 
education about choral singing 
and the benefi ts of it,” he said.

“Life is so damn beautiful, and I 

just can’t get enough of it.” 

MATTHEW HILDEBRANDT
Salt Spring Island artist
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• Salt Spring Photography Club’s annual 
Eclectic Visions exhibition is on at Gallery 
8 daily until May 30.

• Ian Thomas: Past and Present runs in 
the ArtSpring gallery daily to May 26, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

• Today, May 22, is the last day to see 
Tossed & Found 7 at Salt Spring Gallery.

• Matthew Hildebrandt – Remembering 
the Joy of Life is the Salt Spring Gallery 
exhibit from May 24 to June 12, with 
an opening reception on Friday, May 24 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

• Contemplative Threads, an exhibition 
of textile art by Medwyn McConachy, 
runs in the library program room until 
May 28. 

• Photographer Hannah Spray exhibits in 
the ArtSpring lobby in May.

• Howard Fry shows photographs in the 
Country Grocer cafe through May.

• Rolando Lampitoc is displaying artwork 
at the Salt Spring Coffee Cafe & Kitchen.

what’s on this week

• The Fall Guy runs Friday, May 24 to 
Tuesday, May 28 at 7 p.m. each night, 
plus a 3 p.m. matinee on Sunday. See 
thefritz.ca for more movie info. 

Wed.  May 22
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tom Hooper. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.

Dinner & Jazz with Iain Duncan and 
friends at Mateada. 7 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Island Local Community 
Commission (LCC) Special Meeting. 
Meaden Hall. 9 a.m.

Swing Dancing. Legion. 6 p.m.

Music Bingo. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.

Thur.  May 23

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Kurt Loewen. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.

Open Mic. At the Legion. 7:30 p.m.  
  
 ACTIVITIES

Book Launch: Steven Earle. Nature 
Salt Spring presents geologist and his 
new book Runaway Climate: What the 
Geological Past Can Tell Us About the 
Coming Climate Change Catastrophe. 
Library program room. 7 p.m.

Fri.  May 24
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Marianne Grittani. Tree House Cafe. 6 
p.m.

DJ Boomtown. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

Karaoke. At the Legion. 7 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Fulford Water Commission Special 
Meeting. SIMS Boardroom. 10 a.m. 

Salt Spring Island Conservancy Stewards 
in Training Program Volunteer Training. 
Volunteer for the grades 4/5 intertidal 
program at Fernwood Beach. 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Registration required by emailing 
Reed at reed@saltspringconservancy.ca.

Salt Spring Forum: Agent Orange - Can 
the Atrocities of War be Redeemed? With 
guest speaker George Black and others. 
Bullock Lake Farm. 7:30 p.m.

Fri.  May 24
 ACTIVITIES

ASK Salt Spring. Salt Spring trustee Laura 
Patrick and Trust planner Jason Youmans 
are this week’s guests at SIMS. 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Story Time. In the children’s area at the 
library. 11 to 11:30 a.m. 

Youth Games & Chess Club. For ages 
9-13. Library children’s area. 1 to 4 p.m.

Games Night. For ages 13-19. Library 
program room. 7 p.m. 

Sat.  May 25

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sharon Bailey. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.

Salt Spring Singers: Across the Universe. 
Concert at All Saints by-the-Sea at 7:30 
p.m. 

Bert’s Blues Banned. Legion. 7:30 p.m.

Woodland Band. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. 

Nostic. Mateada. 9 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market. In Centennial Park. 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Invasive Plant Drop-off Event. Bring 
gorse, broom, ivy, blackberry, and daphne 
- no roots, please! Community Gospel 
Chapel. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Book Launch: Maria Coffey. Author reads 
from her new book Instead: Navigating 
the Adventures of a Childfree Life - A 
Memoir. Library program room. 2 p.m.

Beaver Point Hall Bean Supper. Two 
sittings: 4:15 p.m. and 6:15 p.m. Tickets at 
Salt Spring Books. 

Sun.                              May 26
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Singers: Across the Universe. 
Concert at All Saints by-the-Sea at 2:30 
p.m. 

Sun.                              May 26

Jazz Jam. With open mic at the Legion. 3 
to 6 p.m. 

Josef Aigner. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.

Intimate Singer Songwriter Night. Moby’s 
Pub. 7:30 p.m. 

Poetry Reading: Cherie Geauvreau – 
Peace, Power, Poetry! Local poet reads 
from recent works. Library program 
room. 1 p.m.

Mon.                              May 27
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Gordo. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.

Open Mic. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m. 

 
 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Island Local Community 
Commission Special Meeting. SIMS 
Boardroom. 12 noon. Meeting matters 
will be discussed in a closed session 
without the public present.

Tues.  May 28

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GISPA Presents: The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Nighttime. Play by Simon 
Stephens based on the Mark Haddon 
novel. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m. 

Caoimhe. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.

Country Jam. With open mic. Legion. 6 to 
9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Trivia Tuesday. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m. 

Wed.  May 29
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GISPA Presents: The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Nighttime. See Tuesday 
listing.

Tom Hooper. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

 ART EXHIBITIONS

Wed.  May 29
  ACTIVITIES

Central Hall Society Board of Directors 
Meeting. Lower hall. 7 p.m.

Swing Dancing. Legion. 6 p.m.

Music Bingo. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.

 CINEMA

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre 7:30am to 9pm  
Customer Service 250-537-1522

Beaver Point Bean Supper 
Beaver Point Hall 
Saturday, May 25

Two sittings: 4:15 and 6:15 
Tickets at Salt Spring Books

LIVE THEATRE

‘Curious’ play mounted
GISPA show May 28 to 30

BY DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Gulf Islands School of Performing Arts (GISPA) 
students have been hard at work on something 
completely different this term, and are set to 
present the results at ArtSpring next week.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time is a play by Simon Stephens, based on the 
novel by Mark Haddon. 

The play explores themes of differences and 
self actualization through the experiences of 
Christopher Boone, a young autistic boy with 
exceptional mathematical abilities.

“Now it is seven minutes after midnight, and 
Christopher stands beside his neighbour‘s dead 
dog, Wellington, who has been stabbed with a 
garden fork,” explains GISPA promotional mate-
rial. “Finding himself under suspicion, Christopher 

is determined to solve the mystery. His detective 
work, forbidden by his father, takes him on a 
thrilling journey that upturns his world.” 

Haddon’s novel earned more than 17 liter-
ary awards from around the world, and Ste-
phens’ play saw a similar level of recognition. The 
National Theatre production won seven Olivier 
awards in 2013, including Best Play, and the 
Broadway production a 2015 Tony Award for Best 
Play, among many others. 

GISPA’s adaptation includes fully integrated 
physical theatre, dramatic elements and an origi-
nally composed score and choreography done by  
students under the direction of teachers Jason 
Donaldson and Michelle Footz. 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time runs Tuesday through Thursday, May 28 to 
30 at 7:30 p.m.

The play comes with a strong language and 
mature content advisory.

PHOTO BY MAGGIE O’SCALLEIGH

AFTER IT’S OVER: Celebrating a successful run of The Venus Conundrum at ArtSpring 
on Saturday night are Good Company Entertainment Group principals Suzanne Rouger, 
left, and Karen Arney. Writer-director-co-producer Rouger ended up playing the role of 
Cupid that night after drummer Daveo Daviday, who was scheduled to play Cupid, was 
injured. Well-known islander and drummer Mike Stefancsik stepped up to replace him 
in the band at the last minute and by all accounts the show didn’t miss a beat. 
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PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

WEEK OF 
APRIL 28 TO MAY 4, 2024

WEEK OF 
MAY 5 TO 11, 2024

WEEK OF 
MAY 19 TO 25, 2024

WEEK OF 
MAY 12 TO 18, 2024

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
PISCES, ARIES AND TAURUS

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
GEMINI, CANCER AND LEO

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
SAGITTARIUS, CAPRICORN AND AQUARIUS

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
VIRGO, LIBRA AND SCORPIO

ARIES
It can take a lot of work to strike the right 
work-life balance. You’ll have to juggle 
your schedule to balance work and fam-
ily responsibilities without disappoint-
ing your nearest and dearest, who could 
be rather demanding.

TAURUS
You might go on a spontaneous roman-
tic trip this week. You’ll need to take a 
step back to make a difficult decision 
and sort out your thoughts so you can 
confidently move forward. Don’t forget 
to incorporate some fun into your daily 
routine.

GEMINI
You may need to re-evaluate some of 
your friendships this week. Some of your 
friends may return the money they owe 
you, which could help ease some tension.

CANCER
An error in an invoice will require your 
attention. You may have to devote time 
to rectifying the situation and obtaining 
the appropriate reimbursement. Some-
times, you must take action to correct 
even the slightest injustice.

LEO
Your efforts to be healthier will be re-
warded by an appropriate treatment or 
a new diet offering visible results. You’re 
on the right track to improve your physi-
cal and mental well-being.

VIRGO
You’ll be surprised by a sudden increase 
in popularity with your clients and on 
social media. If you’re single, you’ll also 
notice that people compete for your 
attention.

LIBRA
Your family will be top of mind this week. 
Your nearest and dearest could be ask-
ing for more attention than usual. You 
may plan to move if you’re no longer 
comfortable in your home.

SCORPIO
Travel is becoming more complicated, 
and communication isn’t always clear. 
Your directness and honesty will signifi-
cantly impact your colleagues or social 
life. You don’t waste time beating around 
the bush, and although some people 
may be offended, it’s how you maintain 
your peace of mind.

SAGITTARIUS
You may face some financial issues this 
week, but don’t worry. You can resolve 
these problems by confronting them di-
rectly. Take some time to relax and in-
dulge in some self-care.

CAPRICORN
You may face some delays at work this 
week. Take some time to slow down in-
stead of getting anxious. Focus your ef-
forts to work more efficiently and com-
plete your tasks on time.

AQUARIUS
You might have to cover for an absent 
colleague at work, which could cause 
some stress. However, this could lead 
to a promotion in the future.

PISCES
You’ll have to speak in front of an audi-
ence or on social media. You’ll feel a 
certain satisfaction after receiving posi-
tive feedback. However, some people 
will disagree with you, so be prepared 
to face criticism, too.

ARIES
You must put your feelings aside during 
negotiations to guarantee a positive out-
come. It will also be essential to respect 
laws and regulations closely to avoid 
potential problems.

TAURUS
You’ll have a heavy workload at the of-
fice this week, leaving you little time 
to breathe. If your health isn’t at its 
best, you’ll need to rest to regain energy 
and face the challenges life throws you 
head-on.

GEMINI
Completing a challenging task could 
reveal hidden talents and fill you with 
pride. However, your family might cre-
ate stressful situations, making coping 
harder.

CANCER
You may spend part of the week at home, 
renovating your space or moving spon-
taneously. Household chores could take 
up all your time. A family member will 
need your help.

LEO
Your discretion will be put to the test. If 
you know certain secrets, you could find 
it challenging to keep them to yourself, 
risking unwittingly revealing sensitive 
information. Position yourself to receive 
information rather than give it out.

VIRGO
This is the ideal time to consider buying 
or selling a property. You’ll be surprised 
to discover that you have the means to 
reach your ambitions. Affection is neces-
sary in a happy relationship.

LIBRA
You may feel unstable at times this 
week, but you’ll know how to make de-
cisions and solve problems when faced 
with challenges. You may be surprised 
to find that people respond positively 
to your call.

SCORPIO
Your creativity will peak, and you could 
create an artistic masterpiece. An exhi-
bition or show could impress you and 
give you an unforgettable moment. You’ll 
be generous.

SAGITTARIUS
You’ll have an active social life this week. 
Many of your friends will want to meet 
up at the same time. You’ll take part in 
important events and engage in enrich-
ing and sometimes very revealing con-
versations.

CAPRICORN
The opportunity to start your own busi-
ness could present itself. You could also 
take a big step forward in your career by 
getting promoted to a leadership posi-
tion. You’ll take on this new role until 
retirement.

AQUARIUS
You could be told something confiden-
tial or discover a secret. You may have 
to decipher a message in a foreign lan-
guage at work or receive a particular 
comment from your partner.

PISCES
You may feel nervous or excited, possi-
bly caused by tears of happiness. It could 
be due to a significant achievement 
of one of your children, such as taking 
their first steps or graduating, which will 
make you incredibly proud.

ARIES
If you’re planning to move, it’s time to 
start packing your belongings and sort-
ing out administrative matters to save 
time and get ahead of the game. You may 
also consider a few renovation projects.

TAURUS
Traffic and communication could prove 
difficult this week. Look for alternative 
routes and charge your phone battery 
before leaving the house to prevent un-
necessary delays and hassles.

GEMINI
You’ll be offered a project and training 
course. You’ll have the necessary finan-
cial resources and tools at your disposal 
to secure your future. You’re in the driver’s 
seat of your success.

CANCER
Determination is the key to improving 
your situation. Act, and you’ll succeed. 
Get the courage to take the first step, 
and you’ll be on your way to success. 
It’s like riding a bike; once you pedal, 
the momentum carries you forward.

LEO
Impatience may get the better of you in 
certain situations. You could be upset 
by feeling stuck in limbo. Taking a step 
back could help you move forward with 
greater clarity. A lack of sleep could also 
cause confusion.

VIRGO
At work, you’ll be in charge of planning 
a meeting or event that brings many 
people together. You’ll also expand your 
client base, which will boost your in-
come. These days, abundance seems to 
be within reach.

LIBRA
A project requires special attention, and 
delays may occur in various areas. Be pa-
tient when faced with situations where 
you must wait, whether on the phone 
or in a queue.

SCORPIO
The holidays are fast approaching; plan 
early to ensure the activities or day 
camps you’ve thought about for your 
children are available. Preparation is 
essential. A project will put you in the 
spotlight.

SAGITTARIUS
A specific situation will inspire you to 
think deeply about your professional 
and personal future. You’ll set exciting 
goals for the next chapter of your life. 
This is a time for celebration.

CAPRICORN
If you’re in a new relationship, your 
partner could surprise you with a mar-
riage proposal or declare their commit-
ment. Your better half will spectacularly 
express their love, bringing you joy and 
happiness. You’ll be successful in a ne-
gotiation.

AQUARIUS
Trust the Law of Attraction in your pro-
fessional life. Visualizing your goals will 
help you achieve them quickly and with 
surprising ease. You’ll close a big deal.

PISCES
You’ll be involved in a situation that will 
highlight your talents and provide you 
with the means to set new goals. You’ll 
be proud of your achievement, signifi-
cantly boosting your self-esteem.

ARIES
Take time to rest to regain your energy 
and enthusiasm. You’ll follow your in-
tuition to discover a new spiritual path, 
pushing you to adopt a more exciting 
lifestyle.

TAURUS
Your vivid imagination could lead you to 
undertake a successful artistic project. 
Make an effort to arrange a festive get-
together with your friends. It will be 
well worth it. Be mindful of distractions 
at work.

GEMINI
You’ll be tasked with organizing a social 
event or an important meeting as part of 
your job. You’ll overcome your shyness 
and discover your more extroverted side 
to excel in this role.

CANCER
You’ll be given new and stimulating 
responsibilities at work. These tasks will 
allow you to discover and develop skills 
you didn’t know you had, leading to a 
raise in the coming weeks.

LEO
You’ll be given the opportunity to em-
bark on a surprising adventure, such as 
a spiritual journey. This experience will 
broaden your horizons and guide your 
personal and professional development. 
It could also reveal itself through a sport-
ing activity.

VIRGO
You’ll be filled with a range of emotions 
that will lead you to a significant trans-
formation. Consider making drastic 
changes, such as moving to a new home, 
exploring new horizons or changing jobs.

LIBRA
You’ll be faced with an agonizing choice. 
Think carefully before deciding. Rushing 
into a decision you have to reconsider is 
a waste of time. Balance is the key. Know 
how to weigh the pros and cons.

SCORPIO
You’ll have a lot of work to do this week. 
You could be entrusted with a confiden-
tial file with a significant financial payoff. 
You could also consider starting your own 
business, which will be very rewarding.

SAGITTARIUS
You may experience love at first sight 
and connect with a potential soulmate. 
You’ll have an instant connection. How-
ever, family considerations could com-
plicate things before fully investing in 
the relationship.

CAPRICORN
Watch what you say, especially around 
certain people who can’t hold their 
tongues. You’re planning a move and 
will spend time decorating to personal-
ize your new space.

AQUARIUS
Someone may tell you a confusing se-
cret. You’ll wonder whether revealing it 
to the people involved would be the 
right thing to do. You may need to re-
evaluate your circle of friends, especially 
if debt or betrayal are involved.

PISCES
Getting a promotion could solve some of 
your financial problems. Having a con-
versation with your boss could lead to 
this advancement, paving the way for a 
more promising future. Talking to your 
better half ensures you’re both getting 
what you want from the relationship.

THERE WILL BE A 
MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE CENTRAL 

COMMUNITY HALL 
SOCIETY 

 Wednesday 
May 29th, 2024 at 

7:00 pm in the lower hall 
at 901 North End Road. 

Public welcome.

Coming Events

Obituaries Obituaries

English, Sandra
March 20, 1944 – 

April 27, 2024

ENGLISH, SANDRA (nee SKINNER) 
March 20, 1944 – April 27, 2024. Passed away 
peacefully at the Good Samaritan Delta View 
Care Home at age 80.

Sandra was born to Wallace and Olive (nee 
Bain) Skinner in Sydney, Nova Scotia, and was 
close to her maternal grandmother “Ma Bain.” 
Sandy was predeceased by her infant brother, 
Robert, and recently lost her eldest brother, 
Wally. She is survived by her twin brother, 
Carl (BC), and siblings Donald and Debbie 
(NS), and Jane (NB), their spouses, and nieces 
and nephews.

As a young woman, she made the bold move 
to the west coast to continue her career. In 
1973, she married Gordon English, and the 
two were very happily married until Gordon’s 
passing in 2016. They visited family in the 
Maritimes through the years, keeping the west/
east connection alive. Sandy became part of the 
extended English family, and will be missed by 
her stepchildren Elizabeth, Susan, Geoffrey, 
Janet, and Diane, their spouses, children, and 
grandchildren. Many thanks to Janet and her 
husband Bruce for their attention to her care 
and the wonderful gift of music, and thanks to 
the dedicated staff of Delta View.

Sandy and Gordon made Salt Spring Island 
their retirement home in the 1980s. They 
enjoyed boating, golfing, and playing tennis 
with their many friends. Sandra discovered 
a passion for stitching and was renowned 
for her award-winning hooked rugs. She also 
enjoyed working at the Waterfront Gallery and 
helping Gordon with his fundraising efforts 
for the hospital and Meadowbrook Seniors 
Residence. Her effervescent personality, 
boundless energy, and positive approach to life 
made being with her a true joy for everyone. 
The family will be holding a private memorial 
service at a later date.

2100 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1Z7

250-653-9884

saltspringcemetery.ca

In Memoriam In Memoriam

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the

SALT SPRING  ISLAND SENIOR'S SOCIETY

THURSDAY, MAY 30, 12:30pm
SSI Seniors Centre - 379 Lower Ganges

(across from Country Grocer)
Everyone welcome. Members in good standing 

are eligible to vote. Memberships 
available ($5) at the door.

Immediately follows the 
regular Thursday lunch

250-537-4604 
Salt Spring Senior’s Society

Coming Events

Weds, June 12
4pm – 6pm

The Root
189 Beddis Rd

Salt Spring

AGM

SanctuarySeed
Society

Coming Events

Coming Events

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, June 12, 7:00 p.m.

SSI Conservancy members, please note that the AGM will be
in person at the Conservancy office, 265 Blackburn Road.

Please RSVP to debra@saltspringconservancy.ca, 
or call 250-537-0318, no later than June 10.

Coming Events Coming Events

The Salt Spring Island 
Saturday Market Society 

is hiring two Market Assistants

DEADLINE: JUNE 2nd 2024

JOB OPPORTUNITY!

For information and to apply go to 
saltspringmarket.com

THESE ARE PART-TIME,
SEASONAL POSITIONS
For information and to apply go to

THESE ARE PART-TIME,
SEASONAL POSITIONS

Employment Employment

Building Materials

PROTECT 
OUR 
PLANET...

RECYCLE 
THIS 
NEWS
PAPER.

COPPER KETTLE FOOD PROGRAM 
ACCEPTS FOOD 

DONATIONS ALL THE TIME.
Do you have extra food items in your 

pantry that need a new home?
Call Copper Kettle 250-537-5863

Copper Kettle Community Partnership
We’ll come and get them.

~ Thank You!
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Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos, 
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you 
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Your Local Business Specialists!

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE  •  250-537-9933  •  241 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD  •  DRIFTWOOD@GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM

GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE

250-537-9933 • 241 FULFORD-GANGES RD 
DRIFTWOOD@GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM

G U L F  I S L A N D S

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Residential & 
Commercial Glass 

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

ISLAND LIFE

HONOURS

Library earns provincial association award
Truth and Reconciliation 
efforts celebrated 

BY DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Salt Spring Island Public Library 
has been recognized for its Truth 
and Reconciliation work through a 
British Columbia Library Association 
(BCLA) award.

Library director Karen Hudson, 
library board chair Adrian Wright 
and Indigenous coordinator Caro-
line Dick accepted the Building Bet-
ter Communities Award during the 
annual BCLA conference held last 
month in Vancouver.

This award goes to an organi-
zation responsible for increasing 
the relevancy and impact of library 
services through partnership, col-
laboration and building trust where 
little had previously existed. 

“Salt Spring Island Public Library 
formally began doing Truth and 
Reconciliation work in 2018, with an 

UNDRIP series, Indigenous author 
readings and Indigenous displays, 
and expanded in 2019 with the for-
mation of their Reconciliation Read-

ing Circle, which continues to this 
day,” states information about the 
award. “Most recently, in January, 
they opened ITOTELNE  HÁUT  

Tatul’ utew’t-hw, their new Indig-
enous Learning Area. The awards 
committee was impressed by the 
ongoing commitment and leader-
ship Salt Spring Island Public Library 
has demonstrated to Truth and 
Reconciliation, and what they have 
been able to achieve as a relatively 
small library.”

Pender Island Public Library nomi-
nated their Salt Spring counterpart 
for the award.

In her acceptance speech, Hudson 
encouraged other libraries to take 
steps in reconciliation. 

“This year’s conference theme is 
Commitment – Courage – Commu-
nity, and it takes courage to stand 
up for what is right, take risks and 
pursue innovation,” said Hudson. 
She added they learned that build-
ing relationships with Indigenous 
Peoples is ongoing, takes its own 
time and the way of working is 
based on trust and patience. To be 
successful, you need to be fl exible 
and respectful. 

Hudson also mentioned the 
library’s “ReconciliActions,” includ-
ing completing the Indigenous 
mural with Quw’utsun artist Char-
lene Johnny in 2021, to raise aware-
ness of local Indigenous commu-
nities and to be a symbol of the 
library’s commitment to Truth and 
Reconciliation; making the library’s 
commitment to Truth and Recon-
ciliation a strategic priority, with a 
focus on policies, operations and 
programming that support the Calls 
to Action of Canada’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Report 
in 2022; and hiring Indigenous staff-
person Caroline Dick in 2023. 

After thanking the long list of 
supporters and Indigenous part-
ners, Hudson encouraged everyone 
to attend the conference session 
the next day with herself, Caroline 
Dick, and Amelia Boissoneau from 
Surrey Libraries, titled Committing 
to Community Reconciliation at a 
Public Library, which was attended 
by more than 100 people.

PHOTO COURTESY SSIPL 

Representing the Salt Spring Island Public Library at the recent British 
Columbia Library Association conference are, from left, Caroline Dick, 
Adrian Wright, Karen Hudson, Sophia vom Bauer Jackson and Julia Wagner.

PHOTOS BY KAREN OLENDER KIPNIS

UPLIFTING: Rachel Jacobson gets an up-close look at a 
bald eagle being released after it was rehabilitated by the 
Island Wildlife Natural Care Centre (IWNCC) on Salt Spring 
and the Wild Animal Rehabilitation Centre on Vancouver 
Island. Jacobson said she contacted IWNCC after fi nding 
the eagle at the end of her north-end driveway unable to 
fl y one day earlier this spring. The female eagle was not 
injured, she said, but was found to be dehydrated and 
underweight. After about 10 days of care and restored 
health, Jacobson was invited to open the cage door and 
witness the bird’s release near the spot she was found. 
Jacobson said it was an “exhilarating” experience, and 
praised the IWNCC staff and volunteers for their efforts. 
She encourages people to learn more about IWNCC and 
support the charitable organization. 
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20242024
THE CLASS OF

Graduation Book will be published in June.

Contact the Driftwood today 
250-537-9933 | nancy.johnson@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

HELP US 
CELEBRATE 
THEIR 
SUCCESS!

If you’re a proud parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle: 
tell them you care. If you rely on students for your 
seasonal or regular workforce, send the class a 
congrats. Or if you want to build brand awareness of 
your products and services to these up and comers, 
tell them you’re open for business.

G U L F  I S L A N D S

SPORTS + RECREATION

SAILING 

Race weekend a success

Near record turnout and 
island spirit showcased

BY JOHN TULIP 
2 0 24  R S S  R A C E  C H A I R 

 
The 49th annual Round Salt Spring Race, a 

major highlight of the sailing circuit around 
the Salish Sea, saw more than 100 race boats 
participating in either the traditional round-
the-island race, or a new shorter day race over 
the long weekend.

The sailing community gathered at the 
Salt Spring Island Sailing Clu0b docks for a 
lively Friday night BBQ and dance party. Salt 
Spring’s favourite band — Everyday People 
— gave a fantastic performance, setting an 
upbeat tone for the weekend.

On Saturday morning at 10 o’clock, boats 
in many divisions — from ocean racers to 
open day sailboats, and even human-pow-
ered boats equipped with pedal propulsion 
— launched from Ganges Harbour into unset-
tled weather. Sailors faced wildly varying con-
ditions, from good breezes to rain, squalls and 
windless patches. Competitors took different 
routes around the island, with some choos-
ing the longer race and others opting for a 

shorter course.
Despite the fickle weather, the first boats 

completed the race in about seven hours, and 
most boats finished before nightfall. Early 
finishers were rewarded with a chili dinner 
accompanied by smooth tunes from another 
talented island band, the Moonlighters. 

Congratulations to all the winners, includ-
ing overall winner of the Marshall Sharp Tro-
phy, Wave Reviews out of Canadian Forces 
Sailing Association; Royal Vancouver Yacht 
Club’s Strum, the Lady Minto Hospital Foun-
dation Trophy winner for first across the finish 
line;  and especially our own Tony Meek, Keith 
Simpson and Ole Anderson on Slippery When 
Wet, which took the Steve Thomas Trophy for 
first Salt Spring Sailing Club finisher.

The Round Salt Spring Race owes its long 
success to the support of many island spon-
sors, and is famous in the racing community 
for the spectacular “prize bags” that go to 
all division winners, stuffed with delectable 
products made here on Salt Spring Island. The 
sailing club and race committee are grateful 
for Salt Spring Island’s support of the race, 
and of our Junior Sailing program and sailing 
school. The Round Salt Spring Race has once 
again showcased the camaraderie of our sail-
ing community and the spirit of our island.

COURTESY SSI SAILING CLUB

Boats race towards 
Captain’s Passage 
near the Saturday 
morning beginning 
of the 49th annual 
Round Salt Salt 
Race hosted by the 
Salt Spring Island 
Sailing Club.

PHOTOS BY GAIL SJUBERG, EXCEPT TOP RIGHT PHOTO BY ROBB MAGLEY

CHALLENGE CUP THRILLS: The 39th annual 
Salt Spring Challenge Cup soccer tourney saw 
tons of highlights, including a thrilling all-Salt 
Spring Men’s Competitive division final that saw 
AFC Gauntlet beat Sons of Pitches 2-1 on Monday 
afternoon, resulting in the celebration at right 
on the Gulf Islands Secondary School field.  
Other Salt Spring winners were A Dash of Salt in 
the Women’s Comp division and We Dem Boyz 
in the Men’s Rec group. Men’s Over 35 division 
winner was Dirty Sanchez.
At left, taking a header for AFC in semi-final 
action against FC Zion Sunday is Aiden Taylor, 
with Isaac Faulkner watching.
Below at right are three young Salt Spring Goal 
Digger players (in blue) in a Sunday Women’s 
Rec match: from left, Lyla Luke, Rebekah Argo 
and Sahara Reith. 
Below is one of the Sons of Pitches young 
goat mascots, who delighted people of all 
ages wherever they went. Thirty-six teams 
participated in the Saturday-Monday event. 
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The Gulf Islands Marine 
Rescue Society is the 

charitable organization that 
fundraises and supports 

the RCMSAR Station 25. To 
donate, contact Tim Slaney- 

tlslaney@telus.net. 
To find out about 

volunteering with the unit, 
contact John Metzger - 

recruiting@rcmsar25.com or 
phone him at 250-221-1677.

That was Dave Kimpinski’s comment 
after nearly drowning in a boating 

accident. Dave and his young 
son, Curtis, were pulling Dave’s 
niece Amanda on an inflatable 
tube with their small outboard 
powered boat. They hit a large 
wake from another boat and 
Dave leaned across to prevent 
his son Curtis from falling in but 
instead went overboard himself.
Dave wasn’t a swimmer, 
and he wasn’t wearing a life 
jacket. The boat started to 

make lazy circles while Curtis cried out for his dad. 
Amanda saw her uncle struggling to stay afloat 
and left the tube and began to swim after him. 
Fortunately, Amanda was prepared for the water 
and was wearing a life jacket. She reached her 
uncle and Dave grabbed on to her.
Curtis, meanwhile, pulled the safety lanyard on the 
motor just like he’d seen his dad do and the boat 
stopped moving. Amanda’s life jacket kept both of 

them afloat and they were able to get back to their 
boat and climb aboard. Dave was lucky! He was lucky 
that his little boy managed to stop their boat, but 
he was even luckier that Amanda was wearing a life 
jacket and was able to help him. Because of his near 
tragedy, Dave Kimpinksi will tell you he is a much 
wiser, safer boater today.
None of us can predict when potential disaster 
might strike. Dave Kimpinski knows that firsthand. 
A fun day of tubing nearly turned deadly because 
he decided not to wear a life jacket. For years, the 
Canadian Safe Boating Council (CSBC) has been 
urging boaters to take the necessary precautions and 
always wear a life jacket on the water. Often, boaters 
will proudly tell boating safety officials that they 
always have their life jackets on board their boats, 
just like the law demands.
The CSBC applauds this but reminds those boaters 
that a life jacket isn’t intended to save the life of 
the boat. It’s meant to save the life of the human 
being on the boat! So if you fall in the water without 
your life jacket on your body, that fine sense of 
pride in having life jackets on board won’t help keep 
you floating. The CSBC urges you that when you go 
boating this season, don’t just carry your life jacket 
aboard your boat, wear it!

Article provided by the Canadian Safe Boating Council.

BEING PREPARED 
HELPS HEAD OFF 

BOATING TROUBLES  
IT’S A BEAUTIFUL DAY; the sun is shining and you’ve 
just launched your boat for the start of another 
season on the water. And the thoughts of that tough 
winter just past are quickly forgotten. Everyone’s on 
board, excited about the day ahead, so off you go.
The day unfolds as you had hoped it would. Until a 
problem leaves you dead in the water. 
It could be that you’ve run out of gas or you’ve had 
a mechanical breakdown of some kind. What to 
do? Likely what you did not do is check your boat 
thoroughly before heading out. And unfortunately, 
you are not alone.
Scott Miller, a Maritime Search and Rescue 
Coordinator with the Canadian Coast Guard says: 
“Seventy-five to 80 per cent of calls for help to 
the Coast Guard are non-distress calls; the most 
common ones deal with boats that have broken 
down, run aground or have just run out of gas 
which is far and away the most common call to 
the Coast Guard

Mechanical failures can strike any boater, any time. 
That’s just part of boating. And it’s not necessarily 
an indication that the boater has simply failed to 
properly look after the boat. Stuff happens!
But many calls for help are predictable and 
preventable. Have a proper check list for your boat 
and follow it before you head out, each and every 
time. Make sure that your boat is mechanically 
sound and that you have enough gas for your 
intended voyage with some in reserve. And file a sail 
plan or itinerary with friends or loved ones to help 
Search and Rescue find you in the event of a real 
emergency. A few simple steps will save you the 
embarrassment of making an unnecessary call for 
help and diverting search and rescue resources from 
areas where they might be needed more.

REVIEW YOUR CHECK LIST BEFORE 
YOU LEAVE – BE PREPARED.

For a sample pre-departure checklist, visit csbc.ca 
Article provided by Canadian Safe Boating Council. 

“It happened 
so quickly. One 
minute you’re 

having the most 
fun of your life, 
the next minute 
you’re struggling 

for your life.” 

WEAR IT!WEAR IT!

THIS FEATURE IS BROUGHT TO YOU 
BY THE COMMUNITY-MINDED 

BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
ADVERTISING  ON THIS PAGE.

SAFE BOATING AWARENESS WEEK

you floating. The CSBC urges you that when you go 
boating this season, don’t just carry your life jacket 

Article provided by the Canadian Safe Boating Council.

WE SALUTE THE ROYAL CANADIAN MARINE SEARCH & RESCUE STATION 25 VOLUNTEERS.
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SERVICING VANCOUVER, 
VANCOUVER ISLAND AND THE GULF ISLANDS
Sarah White:  (604) 218-7220 • yai@telus.net
Mark Gilbert: (604) 961-9021 • mgys@telus.net
Online: www.yachtsurveyor.ca
TYPES OF SURVEYS: Docks • Vessels • Float Homes • Boat Houses

Yacht Associates International offers
over 40 years experience  in the marine industry. 

EMAIL: ssiepc@crd.bc.ca

Thank you RCMSAR25 
for your dedicated service to 

Salt Spring Island.

Get more regional preparedness info 
at 

www.prepareyourself.ca
Engaging our Community 

in Disaster Resilience

Play safe this summer

Owned and 
operated by

Trevor Kaye

250-537-6571
119 Charlesworth Road    

Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2J8

MEADOWS MARINE SURVEYORS LTD.
Purchase  •  Insurance  •  Damage  •  Consultation

Lachlan Mackenzie 250 655 0161

PO Box 5504, Cadboro Bay, Victoria V8N 6L8

www.meadowsmarinesurveyors.com    meadowsmarinesurveyors@gmail.com

NOW OPEN IN DUNCAN!NOW OPEN IN DUNCAN!NOW OPEN IN DUNCAN!
gonefishinshop.com

106-5301 Chaster Road
Duncan, B.C.
1-778-455-1414
duncan@gonefishinshop.com

DEALER INVOICE PRICING
ON ALL NON CURRENT MERCURY OUTBOARDS

*EXCLUSIONS APPLY SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS*

FREE ALUMINUM PROP INCLUDED WITH THE PURCHASE OF A 150HP 

6476 Bell Mckinnon Road
Duncan, BC, V9L 6C1 

(250) 748-4451

CUSTOM ALUMINUM
BOAT BUILDERS

2 - 2057 Mills Road West, Sidney, BC  V8L 5X2
Tel: 250 656 9298  •  sales@liquidmetalmarine.com

www.liquidmetalmarine.com

BE SAFE ON THE WATER!

 Windsor Plywood
Mon to Fri 7am-5pm/Sat 8am-5pm

Closed Sundays & Holidays 
225B Beddis Rd.: Mon 6:30am-3pm
Tue-Fri 6:30am-4pm, Sat 8am-4pm

 www.windsorplywood.com 
saltspring@windsorplywood.com

250-537-5564

 Windsor Plywood
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The Gulf Islands Marine 
Rescue Society is the 

charitable organization that 
fundraises and supports 

the RCMSAR Station 25. To 
donate, contact Tim Slaney- 

tlslaney@telus.net. 
To find out about 

volunteering with the unit, 
contact John Metzger - 

recruiting@rcmsar25.com or 
phone him at 250-221-1677.

That was Dave Kimpinski’s comment 
after nearly drowning in a boating 

accident. Dave and his young 
son, Curtis, were pulling Dave’s 
niece Amanda on an inflatable 
tube with their small outboard 
powered boat. They hit a large 
wake from another boat and 
Dave leaned across to prevent 
his son Curtis from falling in but 
instead went overboard himself.
Dave wasn’t a swimmer, 
and he wasn’t wearing a life 
jacket. The boat started to 

make lazy circles while Curtis cried out for his dad. 
Amanda saw her uncle struggling to stay afloat 
and left the tube and began to swim after him. 
Fortunately, Amanda was prepared for the water 
and was wearing a life jacket. She reached her 
uncle and Dave grabbed on to her.
Curtis, meanwhile, pulled the safety lanyard on the 
motor just like he’d seen his dad do and the boat 
stopped moving. Amanda’s life jacket kept both of 

them afloat and they were able to get back to their 
boat and climb aboard. Dave was lucky! He was lucky 
that his little boy managed to stop their boat, but 
he was even luckier that Amanda was wearing a life 
jacket and was able to help him. Because of his near 
tragedy, Dave Kimpinksi will tell you he is a much 
wiser, safer boater today.
None of us can predict when potential disaster 
might strike. Dave Kimpinski knows that firsthand. 
A fun day of tubing nearly turned deadly because 
he decided not to wear a life jacket. For years, the 
Canadian Safe Boating Council (CSBC) has been 
urging boaters to take the necessary precautions and 
always wear a life jacket on the water. Often, boaters 
will proudly tell boating safety officials that they 
always have their life jackets on board their boats, 
just like the law demands.
The CSBC applauds this but reminds those boaters 
that a life jacket isn’t intended to save the life of 
the boat. It’s meant to save the life of the human 
being on the boat! So if you fall in the water without 
your life jacket on your body, that fine sense of 
pride in having life jackets on board won’t help keep 
you floating. The CSBC urges you that when you go 
boating this season, don’t just carry your life jacket 
aboard your boat, wear it!

Article provided by the Canadian Safe Boating Council.

BEING PREPARED 
HELPS HEAD OFF 

BOATING TROUBLES  
IT’S A BEAUTIFUL DAY; the sun is shining and you’ve 
just launched your boat for the start of another 
season on the water. And the thoughts of that tough 
winter just past are quickly forgotten. Everyone’s on 
board, excited about the day ahead, so off you go.
The day unfolds as you had hoped it would. Until a 
problem leaves you dead in the water. 
It could be that you’ve run out of gas or you’ve had 
a mechanical breakdown of some kind. What to 
do? Likely what you did not do is check your boat 
thoroughly before heading out. And unfortunately, 
you are not alone.
Scott Miller, a Maritime Search and Rescue 
Coordinator with the Canadian Coast Guard says: 
“Seventy-five to 80 per cent of calls for help to 
the Coast Guard are non-distress calls; the most 
common ones deal with boats that have broken 
down, run aground or have just run out of gas 
which is far and away the most common call to 
the Coast Guard

Mechanical failures can strike any boater, any time. 
That’s just part of boating. And it’s not necessarily 
an indication that the boater has simply failed to 
properly look after the boat. Stuff happens!
But many calls for help are predictable and 
preventable. Have a proper check list for your boat 
and follow it before you head out, each and every 
time. Make sure that your boat is mechanically 
sound and that you have enough gas for your 
intended voyage with some in reserve. And file a sail 
plan or itinerary with friends or loved ones to help 
Search and Rescue find you in the event of a real 
emergency. A few simple steps will save you the 
embarrassment of making an unnecessary call for 
help and diverting search and rescue resources from 
areas where they might be needed more.

REVIEW YOUR CHECK LIST BEFORE 
YOU LEAVE – BE PREPARED.

For a sample pre-departure checklist, visit csbc.ca 
Article provided by Canadian Safe Boating Council. 

“It happened 
so quickly. One 
minute you’re 

having the most 
fun of your life, 
the next minute 
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you floating. The CSBC urges you that when you go 
boating this season, don’t just carry your life jacket 

Article provided by the Canadian Safe Boating Council.
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