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JAZZED: Feeling great about the disbursement of $1,800 for school music programs raised by the Newman Fund are Gulf Islands Secondary School 
musicians, members of the Newman family — Sue Newman, Patrice Bowler and Bruce Eason — School District 64 music teachers Michelle Footz, Heidi 
Cameron and Brandon Bronson, Salt Spring Jazz and Blues Society members Monik Nordine and Bob Delion, and GISS alumnus Atom Lazare, whose 
quintet played at a fall Newman Fund fundraising event at the Legion with Newman and Nordine.

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
(NSSWD) is requesting a change to B.C.’s Local 
Government Act (LGA) that would reduce the 
cost of borrowing for its water treatment plants. 

NSSWD chief administrative officer Mark 
Boysen sent a letter to the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs (MMA) on Dec. 22 asking for an amend-
ment to Section 711 of the LGA that would 
allow the NSSWD to access provincial lend-
ing rates, rather than relying on private bank 
fi nancing, for a potential savings of $4.5 million. 

“With access to provincial lending rates, 
NSSWD ratepayers would realize savings of 
nearly $2.5 million in loan interest charges for 
the Maxwell [water treatment plant],” Boysen 
states in the letter to Tanja Faganello, assistant 
deputy minister of the MMA Local Government 
Division. “If these preferred rates were also 
applied to our existing financing for the St. 
Mary Lake plant, there is a potential ratepayer 
savings of $2 million in additional loan interest 
charges, resulting in a $4.5 million total savings 
to our residents.”

At present, only improvement districts that 
provide fi re protection or street lighting are 
eligible for the preferential interest rates. The 
NSSWD is requesting that criteria be changed 

to include “improvement districts that provide 
essential domestic and emergency water supply 
to communities.”

Costs for the new Maxwell Lake treatment 
plant, which the province has mandated NSSWD 
to build by the end of 2025 due to health issues 
arising from the current treatment method, have 
come in at more than $10 million, said Boysen. 
NSSWD ratepayers have already seen signifi cant 
tax increases to pay for the St. Mary Lake treat-
ment plant that was completed in 2018. 

Trustees considered requesting the LGA 
change at their Dec. 14 meeting, following a 
staff report. NSSWD financial officer Tammy 
Lannan noted the change would shift tax-col-
lection responsibilities from the district to the 
province, with the implications not yet clear. 
Despite some unanswered questions, trustees 
agreed the letter should be sent to Faganello, 
and especially since they said local MLA Adam 
Olsen has indicated support for the move. 

“I don’t think this is an unreasonable request 
for the district, and it’s a question of fairness to 
our ratepayers as well,” said Boysen. “I think we 
have a really strong point here to make to the 
province and a benefi t for our ratepayers.”

The NSSWD has tried on more than one occa-
sion without success to be granted an exemp-
tion from provincial government rules that bar 

improvement districts of any size from applying 
for federal-provincial government infrastruc-
ture grants. 

Also at the Dec. 14 meeting, trustees agreed 
to provide a commercial water connection for 
domestic purposes only, that does not exceed 
one-inch internal diameter, for the new fire 
hall at 455 Lower Ganges Rd., which makes 
it an exception to the current water hook-up 
moratorium. As explained in a letter to the 
NSSWD from fi re district CAO Rodney Dieleman, 
a domestic well and rainwater capture system 
will provide supplementary water supply to the 
facility. 

Trustee elections for 2024 were also discussed. 
NSSWD will again use a combination of mail-in 
ballots and in-person voting. May 2 is the date 
set for voting and the annual general meeting.  

Also included in the process this year will be 
an online information session for people inter-
ested in trustee positions scheduled for Wednes-
day, Jan. 24 at 7 p.m. Trustees and staff agreed 
that if that opportunity does not arouse much 
interest then another session could be set up. 
The additional outreach followed a discussion 
at a previous meeting where some trustees felt 
it important for potential candidates to have as 
much information as possible about the position 
before declaring their candidacy.  
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ISLAND STREAM &
SALMON ENHANCEMENT ASSOCIATION
are very pleased to thank all who contributed to the 
upgrade of the Cusheon Creek Hatchery: The Salt Spring 
Island Foundation, The Ling Weston bequest, Goldstream 
and Fanny Bay Salmon Enhancement Societies, the O’Donnell 
family, Rolf Hildred, Clint Anderson, Miller Roofing, Nancy 
Wigen, Brook Speed, Brian Pharis, Miller Plumbing, Arlo 
Emmett, Wylie & Dane Orser, Becky Acheson, and the 
Harbour Authority of Salt Spring Island.

2024 MARKS THE 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF OUR 
DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS CARING 
FOR ISLAND STREAMS AND WATERSHEDS.

Salmonid
Enhancement

Riley Kelly and Brook Speed collect 
brood stock for the hatchery.

Arlo, Emmett and 
Wiley Orser release Coho salmon fry.
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Capital Regional District

Arts & Culture

Project Grant Deadline 
Project, Series, and Extended Programming Grants 
support non-profit arts organizations.
Funding can be used to produce and present arts 
initiatives such as:

 
 One-time projects
 
 A short series of events
 
 Extended programming within a year

Apply by Jan 18, 2024 at 4:30 pm.

Online info session: Jan 10, 2024  12-1 pm.
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www.crd.bc.ca/arts

CRD Arts & Culture Support Service  
Ph: 250.360.3215 | E: artsdevelopment@crd.bc.ca

ISLANDS TRUST  

Spike in Trust harbour complaints bursts budget
Bylaw enforcement 
challenged 

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

An extraordinary surge in com-
plaints about possible bylaw infrac-
tions in Ganges Harbour has sent 
Islands Trust staff out to investigate 
in record numbers — and in excess 
of budget, according to enforce-
ment officials, who say they are 
spending “hundreds and hun-
dreds” of dollars each hour out on 
the water in response.  

Appearing remotely before Salt 
Spring Island’s Local Trust Com-
mittee (LTC) for a regular report 
Thursday, Dec. 14, bylaw compli-
ance and enforcement manager 
Warren Dingman noted multiple 
complaints about potential non-
permitted uses in Ganges Harbour  
— 11 of them, he said, just since 
his last report. Those complaints 
included “liveaboards, the rental of 
mooring buoys, and the presence 
of fl oats and other non-permitted 
structures in the Shoreline 8 (S8) 

Zone,” according to the document 
prepared Dec. 5. 

“That is a high number of com-
plaints for any fi le,” said Dingman. 
“In fact, it’s quite out of the ordi-
nary.” 

Speaking last week at the Islands 
Trust Executive Committee, chair 
Peter Luckham said he had received 
some communication concerning 
the harbour on Salt Spring as well. 

“The liveaboard situation, and 
issues associated along the shoreline 
and Ganges village area, certainly 
are ongoing concerns as we experi-
ence this social crisis associated with 
housing,” said Luckham Wednes-
day, Dec. 20.  “It’s not unique, but 
it’s certainly problematic in our 
small communities.” 

According to Dingman’s brief-
ing, bylaw staff are documenting 
non-permitted mooring buoys and 
Transport Canada is doing some 
enforcement in the harbour regard-
ing those not in compliance with 
federal marking regulations; he said 
his understanding was that they 
had engaged contractors to remove 
them. 

“I know some have raised con-

cerns about if we’re going to do 
any enforcement around the buoys, 
it will affect the liveaboards,” said 
Dingman. “That’s not what we’re 
doing at this time. If there’s a live-
aboard vessel attached to a non-
permitted mooring buoy, we’re not 
going to proceed on that.” 

Dingman pointed to the LTC’s 
existing deferred enforcement 

policy for non-permitted dwell-
ings, which extends to people 
making their homes afl oat. 

“The fact of the matter is we 
don’t have the resources to do 
that kind of enforcement, or even 
investigation, on the liveaboards 
in the harbour,” said Dingman. 
“There’s such a large number.” 

During that briefing, trustee 
Jamie Harris asked if Dingman 
could estimate how much money 
he would need to “do enforce-
ment on the water.” Dingman 
said he hadn’t worked out a bud-
get, but that it would realistically 
be a six-fi gure number. 

“We don’t have a vessel we can 
use, we have to hire water taxis,” 
said Dingman. “Water taxis get 
expensive; we’re spending hun-
dreds and hundreds of dollars 
per hour just to be out there, 
and we’ve gone over our current 
budget for travel this year — not 
just Salt Spring, but on multiple 
islands, we’ve had to hire water 
taxis and investigate uses out on 
the water.” 

Trustee Laura Patrick expressed 
frustration about the cost, noting 

the problem of enforcement on 
the water had been one of the 
reasons the Islands Trust Council 
had asked the B.C. government to 
review the funding model. 

“I think if the expectation is 
that we’re supposed to be out 
there on the water and doing 
this, then how are we going to 
pay for it?” said Patrick. 

Harris had earlier asked staff for 
an update on “the CASHI deal,” 
referring to proposed liveaboard 
regulations brought this spring to 
the LTC by a resident-led group 
called the Clean and Safe Har-
bours Initiative. In June, the LTC 
had asked staff to review CASHI’s 
proposed bylaw and “report 
back” at a future meeting.  

Since the proposal is neither 
an application nor a project, staff 
said, its priority continues to be 
low — and will likely stay that 
way unless LTC directs otherwise, 
according to planner Chris Hut-
ton, who reported they were 
“catching up” on their existing 
development application load 
but were still working on several 
major projects. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Pender connector road set for repair
February start planned at Canal Road 

BY ROBB MAGLEY
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

A damaged section of roadway on South Pender Island 
that has languished since the heavy rain and fl ooding in 
November of 2021 is fi nally set to be fi xed after the new year, 
according to the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture (MoTI). 

In fact, according to MoTI offi cials, the repair work on 
Canal Road — including clearing, rock blasting and offl oad-
ing the existing slide and roadway, realigning the road onto 
solid bedrock and placing a new larger culvert and reinforced 
retaining wall — is expected to improve the critical connec-
tion road’s resilience in “future extreme rain events.” 

Crews are expected to begin in February 2024, according to 
MoTI, and a tender for the repair project has been posted. A 
temporary barge landing facility will be constructed at Bound-
ary Passage Drive to transport equipment and materials. 

After the 2021 fl oods, MoTI said it installed a number of 

safety measures in and around the roadway, including slope 
deformation monitors that track earth movement and load 
restrictions. The single-lane-alternating traffi c, with timed sig-
nals at each end of the site, will remain in effect during the proj-
ect — and could disrupt drivers further, according to offi cials, as 
there may be a need to close the road “intermittently” for as 
much as four hours at a time. 

“All efforts will be made to minimize traffi c disruptions dur-
ing peak travel times,” according to a ministry press release. 
“Advance notice of traffic disruptions will be provided via 
DriveBC.” 

Crews will continue to monitor deformations and perform 
any necessary maintenance while the repairs are ongoing, 
according to MoTI. 

The damaged section of road is roughly 2.5 kilometres east 
of Pender Canal Bridge, the link between North Pender Island 
and South Pender Island. MoTI offi cials said additional fed-
eral environmental permitting was secured due to the project’s 
proximity to the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve, and that 
revegetation and mitigation measures will be in place following 
construction. 

“Water taxis get 

expensive; we’re 

spending hundreds and 

hundreds of dollars per 

hour just to be out there, 

and we’ve gone over our 

current budget for travel 

this year . . . .” 

WARREN DINGMAN
Islands Trust bylaw compliance 

and enforcement manager
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Most Creative Window Display:
GANGES FIRE HALL – 1ST PLACE

MOUATS HOME HARDWARE – 2ND PLACE

Best Use of Lights:
GANGES FIRE HALL – 1ST PLACE

MOUATS HOME HARDWARE – 2ND PLACE

Best All Round:
GANGES FIRE HALL – 1ST PLACE

MOUATS HOME HARDWARE – 2ND PLACE

Congratulations to this years’ winners and 
many thanks to all the participants for 
helping to make Salt Spring sparkle!

gulfislanddriftwood.com
phone: 250.537.9933

Christmas Decorating

Contest Winners

G U L F  I S L A N D S

TIDE TABLES
at Fulford Harbour

           

250-537-9933
241 Fulford-Ganges Rd, 

Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2K7

G U L F  I S L A N D S

driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com • www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

When using Daylight Saving Time, one hour must be added to the predicted time in the table

 DAY TIME  METRES FEET  DAY TIME  METRES FEET

DECEMBER - JANUARY 2024 PST (UTC-8h)

27
707 3.6 11.8
1210 3.1 10.2
1454 3.2 10.5
2304 0.2 0.7

28
744 3.6 11.8
1303 3 9.8
1533 3.1 10.2

29
2342 0.3 1
819 3.6 11.8
1358 2.9 9.5
1611 3 9.8

30
0018 0.5 1.6
849 3.6 11.8
1456 2.8 9.2
1648 2.8 9.2

31
0052 0.7 2.3
916 3.5 11.5
1555 2.6 8.5
1732 2.6 8.5

1 
JAN

124 0.9 3
938 3.5 11.5
1646 2.4 7.9
1837 2.4 7.9

2
155 1.2 3.9
958 3.4 11.2
1725 2.1 6.9
2027 2.2 7.2

3
224 1.6 5.2
1017 3.4 11.2
1758 1.8 5.9
2303 2.1 6.9

Ask the Expert
Q: How can I get � nancing 
as a new business?
Expert: Trysh Turgeon , 
Business Banking Expert—Ganges

A: Roughly half of all failed small businesses each year fail due to a 
lack of funds. As a small business owner, you have options to start, grow 
or rebuild your business by � nding the appropriate sources of funding.

Your own pocket
If you can, it makes sense to bet on yourself � rst. One of the biggest bene� ts 
is optics. Any potential investor will want to see your willingness to invest 
as well, which, in turn, will elevate their con� dence in your business.

Financial institution loans
A loan from a bank or credit union is the most common avenue taken 
by entrepreneurs. While the bank is interested in backing great business 
ideas, they’re more interested in backing great business plans. Before you 
meet with your � nancial institution, be sure your business plan is solid.

Government grants (GGs)
Governments typical prefer investing in a company that will create 
more jobs, and by extension, more taxpayers. When you apply for a 
government grant you should demonstrate how you’re planning to 
meet their interests and strengthen the economy.
For more info, visit islandsavings.ca

tturgeon@islandsavings.ca 
1.250-538-5008

DATE TIME ADDRESS

Thursday February 15 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Road

Thursday March 7 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Road

Thursday April 11 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Road

Thursday May 16 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Roa

Thursday June 6 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Road

Thursday July 11 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Road

Thursday September 12 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Road

Thursday October 10 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Road

Thursday November 14 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Road

Thursday December 12 9:30 AM Salt Spring Legion, Meaden Hall, 120 Blain Road 

2024 Regular Meetings of the
Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/location/salt-spring/
CONTACT US AT 250-537-9144 OR: ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

Regular Meetings are scheduled for:

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will be meeting to consider various matters 
of general business such as applications received, bylaw reviews and meeting notes.

The proposed meeting agenda is usually available one week prior to the meeting and 
may be obtained at the Islands Trust office or on our website.

Please note that correspondence received from the public may become part 
of a meeting agenda that is published online.

From All 
Of Us At 

Driftwood
Have A Safe 

And Fulfilling 
Holiday! 

Thank You 
For A Great 

2023!

G U L F  I S L A N D S

250.537.9933

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Rescue groups mount SAREX
Burgoyne Bay exercise 
proves valuable

SUBMITTED BY RCMSAR STATION 25

People who were near Burgoyne Bay 
on the morning of Saturday, Dec. 9 might 
have noticed several search and rescue 
groups in action on land and on the water. 
The sight of these dedicated teams work-
ing together (in the wind and rain) likely 
piqued witnesses’ curiosity about what 
was happening. 

Three Royal Canadian Marine Search 
and Rescue (RCMSAR) organizations, 
including Salt Spring Island’s RCMSAR25, 
Brentwood Bay’s RCMSAR31 and 
Cowichan Bay’s RCMSAR34, as well as 
members of Salt Spring Island Search and 
Rescue (SSISAR), who conduct ground 
searches and rescues, converged in Bur-
goyne Bay near Daffodil Point for a collab-
orative search and rescue exercise (SAREX). 
Beyond the intrigue of the moment, these 
exercises are vital in preparing the vol-
unteers for real-life emergencies, ensur-
ing swift and effective responses and 
strengthening inter-agency communica-
tion and cooperation. 

The SAREX involved complex, true-to-
life scenarios: shoreline searches, medical 
crises and rescue missions. The exercise 
started with RCMSAR25 discreetly posi-
tioning two rescue mannequins along 
Burgoyne Bay’s shoreline. 

Station leader Andrew Ross Collins 
elaborates: “After embarking a SSISAR 
communication liaison, we assumed on-

scene command and tasked the other 
units with a shoreline search. Upon locat-
ing the mannequins, SSISAR administered 
fi rst aid, then worked with the RCMSAR 
units to transport the patients via boat 
back to the government dock in Burgoyne 
Bay.” 

Wind and rain was a considerable fac-
tor in the training exercise. 

“Inter agency training is critical for 
rehearsing possible real-life scenarios and 
identifying areas for improvement in inter 
agency cooperation,” said SSISAR search 
manager Conrad Bowden. “In particular, 
increased familiarity with other agencies’ 
command structures and communications 
systems leads to better operational out-

comes in the fi eld, such as saving lives and 
reducing suffering.” 

Those who observed the exercises wit-
nessed the dedication and skill of these 
volunteers, serving as a reminder of the 
continued efforts these search and rescue 
organizations put forth to protect local 
communities. 

How to Get Involved and Support 
If you are curious about the activities 

of these marine search and rescue groups 
and wish to explore joining their ranks, 
please visit rcmsar25.com/ for more infor-
mation on volunteer opportunities. Addi-
tionally, you can contribute to their work 
by making a donation to rcmsar25.com/
funding. 

PHOTO COURTESY RCMSAR STATION 25

Salt Spring Island Search and Rescue and marine search and rescue volunteers prac-
tice transfer of a patient to a waiting rescue vessel in Burgoyne Bay.   
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Electric
switch

Salt Spring Island is 
electrifying.

 Looking back at the year’s stories, we 
are confi dently ready to stop calling elec-

tric vehicles (EVs) “the future” of anything, simply 
because they are already here. 

Electric bicycles have become more common on 
Salt Spring than wandering livestock. And it is surely 
news to no one that there are hundreds of privately 
owned EVs registered on the island, with more 
added each year. 

But in 2023 it seems we fi nally moved the discus-
sion beyond the benighted “a Tesla in every garage” 
retro-futurism into a reality recognizing it is our 
“public” vehicles that should be running fossil-fuel-
free.  

The Gulf Islands School District (SD64) began elec-
trifi cation of its bus fl eet this year, with the island’s 
fi rst all-electric, diesel-free school bus delivering its 
fi rst batch of students to school on the very fi rst 

week in January. And BC 
Transit’s transition to an 
all-electric fl eet is under-
way, with $400 million 
already earmarked for 
the fi rst 115 buses and 
their charging stations.  

Salt Spring is prep-
ping its infrastructure to 
manage electric buses, 
and both school and 
transit buses will see 

double use, as BC Hydro has already begun a pilot 
project for vehicle-to-grid transmission that will 
enable electricity to be pushed back to the grid 
from the batteries of EVs. A few buses can provide 
enough emergency power to heat dozens of homes 
and maintain a local grid for hours. 

Capital Regional District (CRD) staff are now driv-
ing electric work trucks around the island, as an 
aging fossil-fuelled fl eet is gradually being phased 
out. The new fi re hall is poised to be built alongside 
Salt Spring’s fi rst Level 3 EV fast chargers, and we 
just learned of a CRD project to add 14 more Level-2 
chargers to almost 20 already on-island. 

Harbour Air’s CEO fl ew the company’s fi rst all-elec-
tric fl oatplane from Richmond to Ganges Harbour 
this year. While it was at its core a demonstration 
— and there are a lot of technical and regulatory 
hurdles for commercial electric fl ights to overcome 
— it gave us more than a glimpse into that future. 

And while it will be some time before we see new 
all-electric ferries serving Salt Spring, the hybrid-
electric Island Class boats will be here — a matching 
set of two — by 2027, dashing between Vesuvius 
and Crofton as an interim step while charging infra-
structure big enough can be put in place.  

However one feels about EVs, their integration 
into our lives has already happened. Thankfully, it’s 
fi nally “public” transport’s turn. 

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
EV growth

WE SAY:
Public sector 
focus needed

News publishers welcome 
Online News Act fi nal regs

NEWS MEDIA CANADA 
News Media Canada welcomed 

the final regulations associated 
with the federal government’s 
Online News Act (C-18).

“Two years ago, in an attempt to thwart 
the need for legislation, large online plat-
forms were picking winners and losers 
among Canada’s news publishers,” said 
Dave Adsett, chair of News 
Media Canada and pub-
lisher of the Wellington 
Advertiser. “Today, we 
have a solid regulatory 
framework with teeth 
that ensures Google com-
pensates news publishers 
— large and small — for 
the exceptional reporting 
our journalists do, without 
fear or favour, on behalf 
of their fellow Canadians.”

“We applaud the Hon-
ourable Pascale St-Onge, 
Minister of Canadian Heri-
tage, for her active engage-
ment with stakeholders 
and her tremendous lead-
ership in delivering a dura-
ble, world-leading frame-
work that is balanced and predictable for 
both news publishers and platforms,” said 
Paul Deegan, president and chief executive 
offi cer of News Media Canada. “We thank 
Google for their constructive approach, and 
we look forward to a positive, mutually ben-
efi cial commercial relationship with them 
for many years to come, and we call on Meta 
to follow Google’s socially responsible lead.”

“With the Online News 
Act and recent changes to 
the Canadian Journalism 
Labour Tax Credit, Canadi-

ans have shown the world how smart policy 
can support journalism,” added  Deegan. 
“We now call on corporate Canada to sup-
port fact-based, fact-checked Canadian 
journalism by advertising directly with our 

trusted news titles.”
As reported by the Globe 

and Mail in its Dec. 15 
“Ottawa caps broadcast-
ers’ share of Google funds 
under Online News Act” 
story, Ottawa is ensuring 
that almost two-thirds of 
the funds go to written 
media, including newspa-
pers.

According to the Depart-
ment of Canadian Heritage, 
$63 million will be given 
to news publishers. Broad-
cast news outlets would 
be capped at $30 million. 
CBC/Radio-Canada will be 
capped at $7 million. Mon-
ies will be distributed on a 
per journalist basis.

Additional reading about the topic is 
available at canada.ca by searching for:

• “Minister St-Onge release fi nal regula-
tions for the Online News Act,” 

• “Online News Act Application and 
Exemption Regulations,” and 

• “Online News Act Application and 
Exemption Regulations – Regulatory 
Impact Analysis Statement.” 

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

22 

 NO   YES

60 Are you spending 
less on Christmas 
this year than last?

Are you feeling 
optimistic about 
2024? Yes No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
before Monday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our offi ce before Monday at noon.
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LETTERS to the editor

ISLAND

VOICES

“The fact of the matter is we don’t have the resources to do that kind of 
enforcement, or even investigation, on the liveaboards in the harbour.”
WARREN DINGMAN, MANAGER, ISLANDS TRUST BYLAW COMPLIANCE & ENFORCEMENT  

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. For details about 
deadlines, and word limits for the Viewpoint and other longer opinion pieces, contact the editor at the email address below, or 
phone 250-537-9933. All submissions may be edited for brevity, legality and taste.  Writers are asked to provide a telephone 
number where they may be reached during the day, and to sign letters with their full name. Letters published do not necessarily 
refl ect the views of Driftwood Publishing Ltd., its staff or advertisers. Send letters to: news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Now that the Christmas holi-
day season gift giving orgy is 
behind you, it’s time to take 
stock of all the unwanted para-
phernalia littering your living 
room and work out a plan of 
action as to how you are going 
to get rid of this excess bag-
gage.

This includes, of course, that 
silver-plated chafing dish from 
your great aunt, Cecilia, which 
made you force a giant fake 
smile after you unwrapped it 
and pretended that it was just 
what you were always hoping 
she would bequeath to you.

The cheapest and easiest 
way to deal with this problem 
involves the practice of regift-
ing. This is an age-old ritual 
of giving gifts to people you 
may have overlooked before 
the holiday season while at the 
same time getting rid of those 
gifts you received for which 
you really have no use.

Nothing screams “cheap” 
louder than regifting a book 
that has a personal inscription 
written on the inside front 
cover by the original gift giver. 
What makes this even worse 
is if the inscription says some-
thing like “this story is a tes-
tament to the uniqueness of 
the love we found together” 
and you cross out the original 
name and replace it with your 
own. The presence, however, 
of a whole slew of crossed out 
inscriptions and names only 
goes to show how universal 

is the theme and makes the 
regift all the more precious.

One of the unexpected dan-
gers of regifting occurs when 
you lose track of the origin 
of gifts you want to get rid 
of, and end up regifting to 
the very same person who had 
given you that gift originally. 
If you are lucky, that person 
had also regifted that item and 
lost track of not only whom he 
had given it to, but also that it 
had ever been in his possession 
in the first place. There exists 
this beautiful “circuit of regift-
ing” in which an item makes 
its way through a number of 
gift exchanges among sever-
al members of a community 
before completing the cycle 
by returning to its original gift 
giver.

While you are in the process 
of lightening your load, it may 
be the right time to dump all 
those VHS videotapes that have 
been collecting in your storage 
space over the years. You can 
just bundle them together and 
wrap them in that chafing dish 
for a nice combo regift. Don’t 
forget to include that series of 
Jane Fonda fitness tapes that 
you never actually watched, 
but be careful as to whom you 
target them at or you may 
bruise someone’s ego with an 
unintended body image insult.

Other possible sources for 
regifting can come from your 
personal warehouse of unused 
toys and puzzles that have 

accumulated over the years. 
Dust off those Monopoly, Back-
gammon, Clue, Scrabble and 
other board games and send 
them off to their new homes. 
That 1,000-piece jigsaw puzzle 
displaying a lit-up Niagara Falls 
at night, that may or may not 
be missing a handful of piec-
es, would probably make for 
a fabulous regift, especially if 
you give it to someone whom 
you know will never try to fin-
ish the puzzle.

Other untapped reservoirs 
for regiftables are appliances 
that have not been plugged in 
or had their batteries replaced 
since Thomas Edison patented 
the light bulb. These include 
toaster ovens that don’t turn 
off, blenders that leak, micro-
waves with broken timers and 
multi-disc changer CD players 
that will only play a disc for 
10 seconds before switching 
to the next one. Malfunction-
ing lava lamps and fondue sets 
fall into this category, as does 
that Dust Buster that will only 
blow. When dropping off one 
of these special offerings, it 
is best that you do so when 

nobody is home or you may 
meet the same fate as when 
you try to leave a giant zuc-
chini with a neighbour.

Other choices that fit into 
the regift ing category are 
those folksy “objets d’art” that 
have inexplicably made their 
descent into your possession 
from you know not whom or 
when. These include that folk 
art bedside lamp with a base 
constructed from sea lion ver-
tebrae that have been fused 
together with super glue and 
that emits the distinct odour 
of a kelp bed when the light 
is turned on. Another fine 
example is that Group of Seven 
paint-by-number reproduction 
of an Arthur Lismer master-
piece in which you can still see 
the numbers faintly revealing 
themselves through the pig-
ment.

Don’t forget those gift cer-
tificates and gift coupons that 
have been collecting in your 
junk drawer in the unlikely 
event that you would actu-
ally wish to save 30 per cent 
on a set of radioactive taint-
ed cobalt glazed dinnerware 
from China, or get a half-price 
admission discount on the 
1993 Fall Fair. Equally useless 
but perfect for regifting are 
gift certificates to enterpris-
es and commercial establish-
ments that no longer exist. 
For instance, who wouldn’t be 
thrilled with receiving a pre-
paid mixed-media package 

from the long-gone Ganges 
Video Ranch, which consisted 
of rental of five laser video 
discs as well as the latest (for 
1986) 8-bit fourth-generation 
hand-held Game Boy console?

A side shoot of regifting is 
an exercise I like to call re-card-
ing. This undertaking fits under 
the moral guise of recycling 
and involves cutting out the 
front picture or graphic from 
a Christmas or birthday card 
you have already received, and 
gluing it onto a blank piece 
of card stock so you can reuse 
it. This works beautifully and 
can save you big bucks in card 
expenses. Usually, the re-card is 
indistinguishable from regular 
cards unless it has been imbed-
ded with food stains or you 
use a picture that is somebody 
else’s family portrait photo.

Nobody asked me, but ‘tis 
the season for giving and noth-
ing says generosity better than 
the practice of regifting. How 
is there a better way to declut-
ter, recycle and reconnect with 
friends and family all at the 
same time? Those who will be 
the recipients of your excess 
bounty will likely be forever 
grateful for your thoughtful-
ness, once they have stopped 
muttering vile curses under 
their breath. Anyway, it’s some-
one else’s concern now and not 
your problem anymore. That 
is until the next objet d’art 
beer bottle cap map of Canada 
winds up on your doorstep.

Gear up for years of regifting possibilities in holiday seasons to come
Shilo

Zylbergold
NOBODY 

ASKED ME 

BUT

Joining a 
choir is good 
for your 
mental health

Like many others, I have 
found the last four years to be 
particularly rough for my men-
tal health. 

 When I moved to the island 
16 years ago, I joined a small 
choir, Women of Note.  It was 
a small women’s choir and I 
enjoyed it immensely.  

When Viva Voce started in 
the fall of 2009 (at the helm 
of Deb Toole), I joined up.  I 
wasn’t great at it but I was 
eager.  I could fundamentally 
read music and I practised.  I 
had my issues.  It took due dili-
gence, getting hearing aids (so 
I could sing in tune) and a pan-

demic that made me realize 
how important singing is.  For 
those 120 minutes, you can’t 
concentrate on anything but 
the music in front of you.  Viva 
Voce became Viva Chorale! 
and is now under the direc-
tion of Caroni Young.  During 
the pandemic, we practised 
on Zoom and at the very fi rst  
opportunity, we met in person 
(distanced of course).  Singing 
made such a difference.  

This year, with the increase 
in hostilities across the world, 
it became evident to me that I 
needed more music.  This time, 
I joined the United Church 
choir. And it’s perfect. It’s 
added more joy to my life that 
in combination with my com-
munity choir, Viva Chorale!, has 
made those few hours that I 
sing, or practise, time to let go.

SUSAN WORRALL,
SALT SPRING

Supporting 
Salty Dog 
kennel

In response to recent sto-
ries about Salty Dog Retreat, 
I believe it is instrumental in 
helping stray and surrendered 
dogs by providing a rescue 
service for the placement of 
dogs, providing boarding ser-
vices, etc.

There is no other place to 
go on Salt Spring. 

We got our new puppy 
from there — vet checked 
and ready to go! Could not be 
happier!

Please get the paperwork 
rolling so all Salt Springers 
can use Salty Dog kennel as 
their go-to place.

MIKE MCCANN,
SALT SPRING

Roses
• On behalf of Salt Spring Island Search and Rescue (SSISAR) we thank 

all of the businesses for their kind contributions to our Christmas dinner 
raffl e. SSISAR is as dependent on the community as the community is 
dependent on our volunteers in a time of need. Country Grocer, Mouat’s, 
Salt Spring Kitchen Co., Thrifty Foods, The Local Barbershop, Mondo & 
Company, Woodshed Provisions, Francis Bread, ArtSpring, Hastings House, 
Ganges Fitness, Wild Cider House, TJ Beans, The Band - Moonlighters. 

• A big thank you from the staff at Lady Minto Hospital to community 
member Mike Best for providing staff safe rides to work during the 
snowy days of winter 2022-2023.

• Thanks to PARC and everyone involved in putting on the Christmas 
Market at SIMS. It was so nice to see the vendors and community members 
in a warm and dry, nicely laid out place to shop. The potters guild’s Empty 
Bowls food bank fundraiser was a bonus! 

Send your submissions to 
news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com+ ROSES+ ROSES
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Salt Spring Island’s first electric school bus delivers students to Gulf Islands Secondary 
School on Jan. 3.

JANUARY 

• About 40 islanders participated in 
2023’s unofficial New Year’s Day Polar 
Bear Swim at Vesuvius Beach. The live-
ly group event had been a muted, 
dispersed affair in 2021 and 2022, due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 
• A vehicle and garage were a total 

loss after igniting on a Horel Road 
property off Cusheon Lake. Twenty-
two firefighters were involved in 
extinguishing a fire at a two-storey 
double garage and a vehicle on fire 
in front of the structure on Jan. 2. An 
investigation determined the fire was 
caused by an electrical problem.  

  
• During a period from Friday, 

Jan. 6 until 7 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 7, 
Island Health asked patients with 
non-urgent concerns to return to 
Lady Minto “when our staffing lev-
els improve,” noting that the emer-
gency department remained open 
for urgent cases and emergencies. 
A notice posted on the door fur-
ther directed anyone uncertain as to 
whether they required a visit to the 
emergency room to call HealthLink 
BC (811) for advice from a registered 
nurse. Community reports indicated 
there was just one nurse on duty 
during this period, and while Island 
Health did confirm the emergency 
room remained open all night, offi-
cials could not confirm how many 
staff were on duty, at the time noting 
a statement was being prepared in 
response to Driftwood queries.  

  
• Salt Spring’s first baby of 2023 was 

Lillian Dragoni Goodbrand — “Lily” 

for short, or “Lily the Little Dragon” — 
born Friday, Jan. 6, 2023 at 1:35 p.m. 
and weighing 8 lbs and 1/2 an ounce 
to proud parents Meghan and Tyler 
Goodbrand.   

• Gulf Islanders got their first look 
at the province’s assessment of home 
values with the new year, and while 
increases in value continued, the rate 
of growth at least seemed to have 
slowed. Between July 1, 2021 and July 
1, 2022, the BC Assessment Authority 
assessed an increase in Salt Spring 
Island’s residential property values 
of 10.3 per cent on average, with 
the average single-family residen-
tial unit increasing 10.1 per cent and 
strata units increasing 13.2 per cent 
in value. 

  
• The bus fleet at Gulf Islands School 

District (SD64) officially began its 
transition to electrification after the 
winter break, as driver Rick Neufeld 
safely delivered the first students to 
Gulf Islands Secondary School at 8:37 
a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3 on SD64’s new 
fully electric school bus. Three electric 
buses would be in the fleet by the end 
of 2023. 

  
• A well-known community mem-

ber was in good spirits but suffering 
from a number of injuries following 
a car accident on Stewart Road. Kath-
leen Horsdal said she lost control of 
her vehicle after trying to avoid hit-
ting two deer on the road just before 
3 p.m. on Jan. 24. She said she was 
grateful to all the first responders, 
and especially those who carried her 
up the 20-foot embankment on a 
spine board.  

FEBRUARY

 • After more than a year of fundrais-
ing, organizers announced a $2.1-mil-
lion 45-acre parcel on Pender Island 
singled out for its rare habitat had 
been secured for conservation. The 
Raincoast Conservation Foundation 
and the Pender Islands Conservancy 
announced that the “globally rare and 
threatened habitat” of the KELÁ_EKE 
Kingfisher Forest would be protected 
in perpetuity. The two fundraising bod-
ies said the land had been slated for 
development.  

  
• An alert dog walker, speedy fire-

fighter response and a pair of fire 
doors all received credit for helping 
keep a severe fire at a local business 
from being even worse. Salt Spring 

Linen & Dry Cleaners owner Mary Gil-
lies said she was thankful for the quick 
action of Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue 
crews, who spent six hours containing 
the fire at her building and business 
just after 1 a.m. on Feb. 7. Gillies also 
credited a late-night 911 call from Bart 
Terwiel, who had been walking his dog 
Olivia.  

“Without his action, things could 
have been a lot worse,” said Gillies.  

  
• The first round of public engage-

ment on the future of Portlock Park 
kicked off Feb. 17 with an online sur-
vey. Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation 
Commission (PARC) project team was 
offering the Portlock survey as an ini-
tial step in developing an over-arch-
ing strategy for managing the island’s 
parks.  
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saltspr ing@windsorplywood.com

Neighbours helping neighbours 
build their dreams!

Windsor Plywood
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RAINBOW ROAD: Mon to Fri 7am to 5pm, Saturdays 8 am to 5 pm \ Closed Sundays & holidays 

BEDDIS ROAD: Mon to Fri 6:30am to 3pm
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...Cheers to2024 and all the good times to come

FEBRUARY continued

• A project at the site of the former 
Fulford Inn met its conditions for 
development permit approval as Salt 
Spring trustees unanimously passed 
a resolution instructing staff to issue 
that permit to the developer — even 
as some expressed dissatisfaction 
with the process.  

    
• The Salt Spring Island Foundation 

released a report analyzing living 
expenses for 2022, and working back-
wards reached a number estimating 
a “living wage” for Salt Spring at 
an hourly amount of $24.36. That 
number was based on a hypothetical 
family of four — two parents, a four-
year-old and a seven-year-old child — 
with both adults working full-time at 
35 hours per week.  

  
• The Nature Trust of British Colum-

bia announced it was able to protect 
the Fisher Bluffs property on Saturna 
Island, a 31.2-hectare (77.2-acre) site, 
“thanks to the generosity and sup-
port from the local community.”  

MARCH  

• A Friday ASK Salt Spring session 
had more star power than usual, with 
Deputy Premier Mike Farnworth join-
ing MLA Adam Olsen to meet with 
Salt Spring constituents. Farnworth 

is also the Minister of Public Safety 
and Solicitor General, and his visit 
was presented as having a community 
safety/law enforcement focus.  

  
• Months of visitor confusion finally 

ended as U.S. travel industry giant 
Expedia Group ceased accepting res-
ervations for rooms at the former 
Seabreeze Inne. The hotel building 
was purchased in March 2022 by 
the Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 
(LMHF) and had been the centre of 
legal action between the foundation, 
current occupants and Salt Spring 
Island Community Services since 
November 2022. Despite being delist-
ed upon its sale, there were scattered 
reports of visitors to Salt Spring arriv-
ing with seemingly worthless reserva-
tions hoping to check into rooms at 
the former hotel.  

  
• A Robinson Road farmer hoped 

her grim discovery would be a 
reminder of the importance of keep-
ing dogs contained wherever live-
stock is raised. At least six sheep — a 
ram and several ewes — were found 
killed on Jean Taylor’s farm. The pat-
tern of the attack, Taylor said, was 
consistent with an encounter with 
one or more dogs.   

  
• A group of Salt Spring Elemen-

tary School students was named 
among Canada’s kindest, according 

to teacher Fanny Wightman — who 
never had any doubt about the mat-
ter. Along with fellow teacher Chris-
tina Novak and education assistant 
Sue Ann Donaldson, Wightman’s 
class submitted their entries to advo-
cacy group Depths of Comfort in 
February, alongside classes from all 
across Canada. The Salt Spring class 
was the only winning classroom in 
the province.  

  
• Islands Trust Council (ITC) voted 

to abandon earlier efforts seeking 
provincial authority to let individu-
al islands enact tree-cutting bylaws. 
The majority action, from a motion 
brought by Salt Spring Island trustee 
Jamie Harris, directed ITC chair Peter 
Luckham to “promptly inform the 
province that it no longer wishes to 
proceed” — and directed staff to 
remove the task from ITC’s follow-up 
action list altogether.  

  
• Capital and operating funding 

for a new supportive housing project 
on Salt Spring Island was secured, 
according to officials, but the con-
struction timeline remained uncer-
tain. BC Housing held an online com-
munity meeting to share progress 
and information about its project to 
build housing estimated at $8 to $9 
million at 161 Drake Rd., a property 
held by the agency under a long-term 
lease from the CRD.  

Baillie said BC Housing hoped con-
struction would start in 2023. That 
did not occur.  

  
• Organic gardeners stepped up 

to speak against a proposal to use 
the herbicide glyphosate to manage 
knotweed, a noxious weed found 
on CRD-held land near the Rainbow 
Recreation Centre and allotment 
gardens. CRD staff said they would 
work with volunteers to attempt to 
mechanically control the weed. 

  
• Sign-wielding Canvasback Place 

residents tried to stare down an 
excavator as it made its way up a 
communications tower access road 
on March 24, but eventually let the 
machine pass rather than be arrested 
by Salt Spring RCMP. Efforts by the 
Salt Spring LTC to rescind a previ-
ous concurrence with a Rogers cell 
tower being erected in the residential 
neighbourhood had failed.   

  
• Important steps to build Salt 

Spring’s new Ganges fire hall were 
taken, with architecture and con-
struction management contracts 
awarded by the Salt Spring Island Fire 
Protection District. Johnson Davidson 
Architecture and MKM Projects Ltd. 
were the successful contract bidders, 
submitting the most competitive pro-
posals and having extensive experi-
ence in their fields.  

PHOTO BY DIANA PATTISON

Residents opposed to construction of a Rogers communications tower in their Channel 
Ridge neighbourhood try to block an excavator on an access road in March.  

PHOTO COURTESY FANNY WIGHTMAN

Members of a Salt Spring Elementary School class who were deemed one of Canada’s 
kindest through a Depths of Comfort competition practise circus skills together. 
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Sending heartfelt wishes for 
a healthy new year

104 Lower Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island (250) 537-5534

PHOTO BY DAVID BORROWMAN

Salt Spring Arts executive director Yael Wand addresses the crowd from the stage at 
Mahon Hall for the opening event of Archipelago: Contemporary Art of the Salish Sea. 

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Installing a native plant garden and art pieces at the site of the welcome fi gure on the 
edge of the hydro fi eld was one of several Earth Day activities undertaken this year. 

APRIL  

• The provincial agency tasked with 
resolving disputes between landlords 
and tenants declined jurisdiction to 
settle some matters at the former 
Seabreeze Inne, paving the way for 
B.C.’s Supreme Court to hear the case. 
Residential Tenancy Branch arbitrator 
F. Lee dismissed a pair of applications 
for dispute resolution under the Resi-
dential Tenancy Act — fi led last sum-
mer by two of seven people still living 
in the former motel — noting in the 
March 28 decision that both individu-
als have leave to reapply, but that the 
issue contained in the applications 
was “substantially linked to a matter 
that is before the Supreme Court.”  

  
• One of the most widespread but 

short power outages in recent memory 
struck the Southern Gulf Islands on the 
afternoon of Thursday, April 6. Thou-
sands of customers were affected, 
with outages reported on Salt Spring, 
Galiano, Mayne, Pender and Saturna 
islands. According to BC Hydro, in the 
Ganges service area alone more than 
4,000 customers lost electricity just 
after 2:30 p.m. The outage was caused 
by a transmission circuit failure, said 
BC Hydro. 

 
• The fi rst leg of a fi ne art exhibi-

tion titled Archipelago: Contempo-

rary Art of the Salish Sea, framed as 
“twelve artists, six mediums, three 
exhibitions, two countries, one sea,” 
opened at Mahon Hall with work by 
six Southern Gulf Islands artists. The 
partnering organizations and venues 
were Salt Spring Arts, ArtSpring and 
the San Juan Islands Museum of Art, 
each hosting different elements of the 
exhibition. Salt Spring Arts displayed 
the works of six artists from the South-
ern Gulf Islands from April 14 to 30, 
while ArtSpring featured six artists 
from the San Juans from April 22 to 
May 24. The San Juan Islands Museum 
of Art exhibition ran from Sept. 22 to 
Dec. 4.  

 
• A small fleet of campers that 

appeared on the corner of Blackburn 
and Fulford-Ganges roads set off 
alarm bells with passers-by, but Salty 
Dog Retreat owner Jaime Halan-Harris 
said the ad-hoc shelters were a cre-
ative solution to temporarily house 
rescue dogs and run a kennel while 
a new facility was being built on the 
recently acquired property. Halan-
Harris assured the community via a 
Facebook post that a temporary use 
permit had been paid for and the pups 
would be moving into their new digs 
in a matter of weeks.  

  
• A bit of Sunday night excitement 

sent a BC Ferries crew at Fulford Har-

bour scrambling to secure lines for a 
retired vessel that came loose from its 
moorings. The 7:50 p.m. sailing of the 
Skeena Queen from Fulford to Swartz 
Bay on April 16 was delayed nearly 
an hour as that ship’s crew raced to 
secure the nearby Powell River Queen. 

  
• Salt Spring trustees took anoth-

er run at passing a bylaw allowing 
accessory dwelling units on the island, 
advancing an amended version of a 
measure that packed public meet-
ings — and letters pages — last sum-
mer. But trustees hoped new chang-
es to proposed Bylaw 530 — and an 
expanded information campaign — 
would satisfy islanders, clearing the 
way for this latest attempt to address 
the housing crisis.  

  
• The race was offi cially on for Salt 

Spring’s fi rst Local Community Com-
mission (LCC) election, and there was 
no shortage of candidates. As the 
nomination period closed April 21, 15 
candidates were officially approved 
by the CRD to run for the four seats 
on the commission. They were Gayle 
Baker, Jesse Brown, Kylie Coates, Ben-
jamin Corno, David Courtney, Lloyd 
Cudmore, Nejmah Guermoudi, Jamie 
Harris, Jennifer Kerrigan, Jennifer 
Lannan, Eric March, Donald Marcotte, 
Jenny McClean, Earl Rook and Brian 
Webster.  

  • The Salt Spring Island Fire Protec-
tion District got back on track with 
traditional annual general meeting 
timing following a few years of pan-
demic disruption. The April 24 ver-
sion was a straight-ahead affair, with 
the 2022 audited fi nancial statements 
approved, written reports received 
and committee membership for trust-
ees fi nalized. After the AGM, David 
Courtney was welcomed to the board 
as the newest trustee, elected by 
acclamation, along with incumbents 
Mary Lynn Hetherington and board 
chair Rollie Cook, voted by trustees to 
remain chair for another year.  

  
• With a record number of votes 

cast through mail and in-person bal-
lots, newcomers Elizabeth FitzZaland 
and Steve Lam were elected on April 
27 to serve on the North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District board of trust-
ees.   

 
• A fi le server used to store student 

work at Gulf Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) was the subject of a “ransom-
ware” attack, according to school offi -
cials, who said in a newsletter they 
were informing all students and fami-
lies of the potential privacy breach 
“out of an abundance of caution,” 
although they deemed the incident to 
be a “very low-risk breach,” said GISS 
principal Ryan Massey. 
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MAY  

• BC Ferries announced Fulford Har-
bour would see additional sailings — 
and some disruption from construc-
tion work — going into summer. A new 
10-sailing schedule between Fulford 
Harbour and Swartz Bay was set to start 
in late June and would likely overlap 
somewhat with urgent piling work. The 
10-sailing plan — nine on Sundays — 
was an attempt to relieve strain during 
peak season, with the fi rst sailings that 
summer departing Fulford at 6 a.m. and 
the last leaving Swartz Bay at 10 p.m.  

  
• For the fi fth year in a row, federal 

authorities implemented restrictions to 
protect southern resident killer whales, 
including a return of salmon fishery 
closures and the establishment of two 
interim “sanctuary zones” in the South-
ern Gulf Islands.   

  
• Harbour Air staff greeted company 

founder and CEO Greg McDougall after 
he flew the company’s first electric-
powered fl oatplane from Richmond to 
Ganges Harbour. The visit was part of 
Salt Spring Community Energy’s Elec-
trify Salt Spring! Accelerating Pathways 
to Carbon Zero festival events. 

  
• A last-ditch effort by the Islands Trust 

to relocate construction of a Rogers tele-
communication tower was sidelined by 
federal regulators, who relied on a strict 
reading of their own policy and refused 
to start a dispute resolution process.  

  
• A provincial shift in assessment 

reporting meant most School District 
64 students would no longer see letter 
grades or percentages on their report 
cards — and a four-point scale would 
instead be part of a push to help stu-
dents build a better relationship with 
their own learning beginning with the 
2023/2024 school year.  

    
• The Isabella Point Road construc-

tion work required after the November 
2021 “atmospheric river” washed away 
part of the road was “substantially 
completed,” according to a statement 
from the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure, with finishing touches 
continuing. The construction team com-
pleted paving on May 2 and roadside 
barrier installation on May 4. 

  
• A long-languishing affordable 

housing project on Salt Spring got 
new attention as the CRD advanced its 
efforts to establish a new local water 
service area for the Dragonfl y Commons 
development.   

The 30-unit project at 221 Drake Rd., 
which was fi rst envisioned by landown-
ers Fernando and Tami dos Santos in 
2016, was expected to bear the costs of 
building the water system to CRD speci-
fications and standards, according to 
staff — and the CRD was contemplating 
taking over the service once its require-
ments are met.    

 
• As Salt Spring physicians spoke 

up to warn islanders of the severity 

of the medical professional shortage, 
the health authority admitted plans to 
prioritize having doctors at Lady Minto 
when the hospital was busiest, and 
that patients could expect “an alterna-
tive model of care” in the emergency 
department at other times. For months, 
patients had reported arriving at Lady 
Minto Hospital some weekend nights 
to fi nd a sign on the door — or warn-
ings from staff — asking islanders to 
triage themselves or call 811 to evalu-
ate whether their condition required 
immediate care; patients with non-
urgent concerns were advised to return 
in the morning “when staffi ng levels 
improve.”   

According to a letter, signed by nearly 
a dozen hospital physicians and pub-
lished on page 7 of the Driftwood, there 
were 25 12-hour shifts in the emergency 
department without an assigned doctor 
between then and the end of August. 
A solution to the problem was subse-
quently found.  

  
• An offi cial-looking document cir-

culating on social media alarmed Salt 
Spring’s liveaboard boater community, 
and LTC members rushed to put dis-
tance between themselves and a cit-
izen-crafted bylaw proposal — itself 
then still in early draft form, according 
to proponents. The draft bylaw had 
not yet been formally presented to the 
LTC, but trustees were nonetheless pep-
pered with questions from people who 
made their homes afloat in Ganges 
Harbour. Several expressed concerns, 
not just with the substance of the pro-

posed bylaw — which in its form then 
sought to establish a fee permit system 
and strict regulations for boats staying 
more than 48 hours — but also with the 
lack of engagement with the liveaboard 
community.    

  
• On May 17, Penelakut and Salt 

Spring communities came together to 
witness the unveiling of new interpre-
tive signage next to Fernwood wharf, 
and to share a celebratory meal on the 
lawns of the Fernwood Road Café.  Four 
other Indigenous interpretive panels 
were installed near Ganges Harbour 
later in the year in collaboration with 
the Hul’qumi’num and SENĆOŦEN-
speaking peoples of the region and 
the Salt Spring Island Historical Society 
and Archives. 

  
• Salt Spring Island voters elected 

Gayle Baker, Ben Corno, Earl Rook and 
Brian Webster to serve on the island’s 
fi rst LCC. The four joined Salt Spring’s 
electoral area director Gary Holman to 
form the fi ve-person commission under 
the CRD. According to CRD chief elec-
tion offi cer Kristen Morley, 3,262 voters 
cast ballots in the May 27 election. 

 
• Millions of tent caterpillars appeared 

crawling up — and munching on — tree 
leaves across the Gulf Islands and much 
of Vancouver Island.  South-ender Harry 
Burton, at his Apple Luscious operation, 
said it seemed to be worse mid-island — 
and grower Bob Weeden said the scene 
at his north-end Whims Farm orchard 
“looked like a war zone.”    

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Harbour Air’s fi rst electric-powered seaplane ties up in Ganges as part of Electrify Salt 
Spring! festival events held in May. 

PHOTO BYALEX HARRIS

Penelakut community members and Salt Spring residents who collaborated for new 
signage near Fernwood Dock gather for a photograph following an unveiling ceremony. 
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looking forward to the future.

-TROY KAYE

JUNE  
  
• It was suggested 2023 might be the 

last year pedestrians and cyclists take 
their lives in their own hands by choos-
ing to head up or down Salt Spring’s 
Ganges Hill. Sharing the narrow road-
way with vehicle traffi c will be a safer 
proposition by next fall, Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure Minister Rob 
Fleming said, because the Ganges Hill 
project — to widen and improve shoul-
ders along the fi rst stretch of Fulford-
Ganges Road south of town — was 
a go. Design of the project would be 
completed by the end of June, Fleming 
announced, with construction activity 
starting this fall and full completion 
before winter 2024. Fleming delivered 
the news and predictions, appropriate-
ly enough, during an ASK Salt Spring 
and GoByBikeBC Week event held Fri-
day, June 2 at the Mouat Park meadow 
by the Lions Bike Park. Construction did 
not begin in the fall as Fleming stated.  

   
• No serious injuries resulted from a 

dramatic boat fi re in Ganges Harbour, 
which burned the vessel nearly to the 
waterline and brought RCMP, Coast 
Guard and local vessel-assist crews to 
the scene on June 8. Flames could be 
seen coming from the stern, and smoke 
poured from a forward hatch. The ves-
sel quickly became engulfed in fl ames 
and a column of black smoke rose over 
Ganges.     

• Even before it held its fi rst meet-
ing, Salt Spring Island’s new LCC started 

setting boundaries with CRD staff. Com-
missioner Gary Holman, who is also CRD 
director for the Salt Spring electoral 
area, brought an urgent motion to the 
CRD Board in Victoria on June 7 to halt 
spending from the LCC’s budget that 
would take place before it even had 
its fi rst chance to meet. At issue was a 
$10,000 request for proposal to seek an 
independent contractor to facilitate an 
orientation session for the new LCC. 

“I’ve already had expressions of con-
cern from the LCC,” said Holman. “This 
fl ies in the face of one of the intended 
purposes, which is to provide more local 
control over budgets and decision mak-
ing.”  

  
• Friendly islanders appeared stroll-

ing through Ganges in green vests 
— the “soft” roll-out of Salt Spring’s 
newest volunteer force: the Ambas-
sador Program. The initial team was 
an assortment of dedicated Salt Spring 
volunteers many islanders might 
already know, who would be wearing 
name tags and with a plan to be as 
helpful as possible. Ambassadors were 
out in pairs with the goal of being 
approachable — but also approaching 
anyone in the community who looked 
like they could use a hand.  

  
• Some Salt Spring Island trees were 

sporting a new shade of green this sum-
mer as a spongy moth trapping pro-
gram shifted into high gear. More than 
700 bright-green tent-shaped traps 
were set out in three different zones 
around Vesuvius and St. Mary Lake 

where the moth population had grown 
signifi cantly between 2021 and 2022. 
Some pheromone-laced traps, which 
attract the male moths, are always set 
out by the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency, but the rise in trapped moth 
numbers last year prompted a major 
response for 2023.    

  
• A B.C. Supreme Court judge ruled 

partly in favour of the Lady Minto Hos-
pital Foundation and partly with cur-
rent occupants of the former motel 
the foundation now owns in a June 
21 judgement. LMHF had sought an 
injunction that would have resulted in 
an ejectment of remaining residents 
and a restraining order, giving the 
foundation “vacant possession” of its 
building and allowing contractors to 
begin converting the rooms to hospital 
staff housing even while the case was 
being tried. 

Without ruling on the broader mer-
its of the pending litigation, Justice 
Anthony Saunders dismissed the foun-
dation’s application against four of the 
hotel’s current occupants, where coun-
sel had alleged facts “more than suffi -
cient to raise triable issues.” Two others 
who did not respond to the application 
were ordered to vacate the premises 
by noon on June 30. It would be a few 
more months before the building was 
vacant.  

JULY 

• Canada Day long weekend ferry 
travel was chaotic on Salt Spring as else-

where on the south coast. Just before 
noon on July 1, BC Ferries announced 
a potential risk of cancellations on the 
Vesuvius-Crofton route due to crew 
shortages, threatening the loss of all 
route sailings from 1:45 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
The cancellations became “offi cial” 15 
minutes later, and many left Canada 
Day events early in a scramble to get to 
Fulford before those sailings could fi ll.    

Salt Spring Cruisers car club president 
Abe Hohn said the group’s 23rd annual 
Show & Shine event was abruptly cut 
short — needlessly, as it turned out, as 
sailings were reinstated — as word of 
the west-side island route’s likely clo-
sure spread among the more than 100 
car show participants.  

• As Salt Spring’s affordable housing 
crisis persisted, early data from one 
local nonprofi t suggested the popula-
tion of the most vulnerable islanders 
was growing. 

Island Community Services (ICS), 
formerly Salt Spring Island Commu-
nity Services, released numbers from 
its annual Point-in-Time count of the 
homeless population, fi nding a total 
of 165 people, including 56 “shel-
tered” and 106 “unsheltered” peo-
ple. The new count indicated a 51 per 
cent increase in the number of shel-
tered homeless, and a three per cent 
decrease in the number unsheltered; 
the overall total increased by 15 per 
cent. In 2021, the province reported 
ICS found those numbers at 37 shel-
tered and 109 unsheltered, a total of 
146.   

PHOTO COURTESY SSI GIRLS FASTPITCH

Salt Spring’s girls fastpitch U-17 softball team members and coaches show silver medals 
earned at district fi nals on the June 16-17 weekend. The team then fi nished fi fth out of 16 
teams competing at provincial championships in Maple Ridge in July.

PHOTO BY ROBB MAGLEY

A liveaboard sailboat burns in Ganges Harbour near the sailing club as an Eagle Eye 
Marine Services vessel and crew comes to the rescue with water to extinguish the fl ames 
on June 8.    
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JULY continued
  
• The Root Food Hub Kitchen opened, 

just in time for the summer growing sea-
son and in preparation for fall harvesting 
and processing. The commercial, pub-
licly accessible, Island Health-approved 
kitchen at 189 Beddis Rd., owned and 
operated by the Salt Spring Island Farm-
land Trust, will be an important resource 
for farmers and growers to process and 
add value to their produce, for local 
food entrepreneurs to develop, manu-
facture and scale up their products, and 
for chefs, teachers and caterers to cook 
in a professional kitchen.  

• A multi-agency search for a missing 
man ended tragically as the body of 
Dinny Corcoran was recovered from the 
shoreline in Long Harbour the morning 
after his empty boat and distressed dog 
were spotted the previous evening. Salt 
Spring Island Search and Rescue joined 
efforts that would include Salt Spring 
RCMP, Canadian Coast Guard and Royal 
Canadian Marine Search and Rescue 
vessels — as well as a CH-149 Cormo-
rant search and rescue helicopter from 
Comox — on July 12. Corcoran had been 
building a home on nearby Clamshell 
Islet since 2021.   

• Planners rolled out conceptual 
designs for Portlock Park’s Master Plan 
process, with a public engagement effort 
planned around three designs, incorpo-
rating what they had heard islanders 
wanted most — including a new senior 
ball field. According to PARC staff — still 
“PARC,” avoiding logo design and print-

ing costs by replacing the Parks and Rec-
reation Commission name with “Parks, 
Arts, Recreation and Culture” — the 
first round of community consultation 
involved stakeholder and staff work-
shops, as well as a community survey that 
garnered more than 900 responses.   

AUGUST 

• A B.C. Supreme Court judge ended 
the latest volley in Mayne Island’s 
racquet sports conflict, asserting the 
power of the society that owns that 
island’s tennis courts to schedule pick-
leball access as it sees fit. The Mayne 
Island Community Centre Society had 
faced a lawsuit heard over three days 
from nine tennis enthusiasts repre-
senting the Mayne Island Tennis Asso-
ciation (MITA), who sought an order 
granting tennis players exclusive use of 
that island’s two courts. In its pleadings 
MITA had relied heavily upon written 
and oral agreements it said were made 
with the society which abdicated con-
trol of the courts’ use and ownership.   

• The numbered corporation the 
Islands Trust said owned two luxury 
vacation rental properties — and a 
popular retail farm stand — on Salt 
Spring Island was the target of a law-
suit filed in B.C.’s Supreme Court on 
July 28. The LTC took legal action with 
a notice of civil claim against the reg-
istered owner of 600 Walker’s Hook 
Road and the adjacent waterfront 
property, alleging both were the site 
of short-term vacation rentals in con-
travention of the property’s zoning.    

• Another victory for Galiano 
Island’s Local Trust Committee came 
in B.C. Supreme Court, as a judge once 
again upheld that LTC’s authority to 
regulate construction on forest land. 
Justice Alan M. Ross dismissed a law-
suit brought by a group of property 
owners, writing that a 2000 bylaw was 
reasonable, within the jurisdiction of 
the Galiano LTC, and not made unen-
forceable by provincial regulations 
passed since. 

• No one was injured in a devastat-
ing fire, according to officials, but the 
blaze completely destroyed a Walk-
er’s Hook Road home as Salt Spring 
Island remained under “extreme” fire 
danger. Firefighters responded at 4 
a.m. on Aug. 14, arriving to a “fully 
involved” structure fire that over the 
next five hours would require 18 crew, 
eight apparatus and more than 16,000 
gallons of water shuttled into the 
scene with tender trucks to extinguish, 
according to Salt Spring Island Fire 
Rescue (SSIFR) Assistant Chief Mitchell 
Sherrin.    

• A hang glider plucked from a cliff-
side tree on Mount Bruce said he was 
recovering from his injuries, grateful 
for rescuers and would fly from Salt 
Spring’s highest peak again “in the 
near future.”   

Kevin Searle crashed shortly after 
leaving the launch ramp at Mount 
Bruce on Monday, Aug. 7, ending an 
enviably long streak of accident-free 
flights from there with the experi-
enced flyer hanging 60 feet in the air, 

suspended upside-down from his dam-
aged equipment. 

• Salt Spring’s deep connection to 
the Hawaiian Islands was reaffirmed as 
islanders welcomed a very special sail-
ing vessel carrying a timely message 
into Ganges Harbour. Voyaging canoe 
Hōkūleʻa arrived in early evening Sat-
urday, Aug. 12 to a warm greeting on 
Salt Spring Island as the iconic vessel 
finished a long day’s crossing from 
Vancouver. Representatives from mul-
tiple First Nations as well as islanders 
of Hawaiian descent and well-wish-
ers from across Salt Spring gathered 
at the Kanaka Dock bringing drums, 
food, smiles and heartfelt messages of 
support as the celebration was tem-
pered by news of the deadly fires on 
the island of Maui.   

• A pair of structure fires just four 
days apart kept Salt Spring crews 
busy. Quick action in the early morn-
ing Monday, Aug. 21 kept a fire con-
fined to the outside of temporary sup-
portive housing units at 154 Kings 
Lane, according to Fire Chief Jamie 
Holmes. Twenty firefighters were on 
scene from 1 to 4 a.m., he said, after 
receiving a report of a fire burning 
externally.    

Just a few days later, fire personnel 
responded to a house fire on Maliview 
Drive where SSIFR Assistant Chief 
Mitchell Sherrin credited a “great 
save” to the on-shift crew, who he 
said were at the scene just 12 minutes 
after the dispatch call at 7:45 p.m. on 
Aug. 25.  

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Traditional Polynesian voyaging canoe Hōkūleʻa arrives in Ganges Harbour on Aug. 12, 
part of an expedition called  A Voyage for Oceans, A Voyage for Earth. 
 

PHOTO BY MATT KELLOW/SSISAR

Salt Spring Island Search and Rescue member Adam Lynes-Ford searches the shoreline 
near the Long Harbour ferry terminal on July 12, trying to find a missing boater. 
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SEPTEMBER 

• A collision between an electric 
bicycle and a camper brought a medi-
cal helicopter to a Salt Spring Island 
farm on Sept. 9, prompting emergency 
officials wo warn travellers to exer-
cise caution on island roads. The crash 
closed Cusheon Lake Road for at least 
an hour as fi re, police and local ground 
ambulance crews responded near the 
intersection with Lord Mike’s Road just 
after 3 p.m.  

  
• Meadowbrook seniors residence on 

Atkins Road celebrated its 20th anni-
versary on Sept. 9 with cake, the hon-
ouring of its founders and acknowl-
edgement of the independent living 
complex’s 205 past and present resi-
dents. 

   
• Declining enrolment — and a cor-

responding operational budget defi -
cit — spelled the end for Salt Spring’s 
Phoenix Elementary School, with no 
students registered and an offi cial clos-
ing set for fall.   

With only 34 students enrolled last 
year — down from nearly twice as 
many in 2018 — the alternative K-7 
school operated within School District 
64 would likely close without signif-
icant student disruption, the Board 
of Education heard at its meeting 
Wednesday, Sept. 13.   

 
• A $2-million fundraising effort by 

the Stqeeye’ Learning Society, called 
the ‘mi tse’t’akw’ (Coming Home) Cam-
paign, was publicly launched Sept. 16 

at the all-day Mateada Convergence 
event in Ganges. About half of the 
funds will be used to purchase a 
10-acre parcel of land in Xwaaqu’um 
(Burgoyne Bay), with the rest need-
ed to upgrade an existing residence 
for Quw’utsun Elders to live in, cre-
ate a base of operations for a youth-
focused, land-based education pro-
gram, a native plant nursery and SLS 
staff housing. 

 
• The Gulf Islands Families Together 

Society marked its 25th anniversary at 
an open house event held at its McPhil-
lips Avenue building on Sept. 26.  

 
• Members of different user groups 

that had seemingly been competing to 
advance their preferred visions for Salt 
Spring’s Portlock Park master planning 
process — baseball, soccer, tennis, pick-
leball, walking and running — were 
collaborating to try to fi nd consensus. 
In August, a new survey offered three 
conceptual designs for the community 
to pick from, incorporating changes 
that could have removed the extant 
running track completely, or avoid-
ed building the long-requested new 
senior ball fi eld altogether.   

  
• New 30 km/hr speed limit signs 

for Ganges village were installed on 
Sept. 26, due partly to a long advocacy 
process, most recently spearheaded 
by Salt Spring’s new Local Community 
Commission. The slower speed went 
into effect on Fulford-Ganges Road 
at Seaview Ave to the north side of 
town, approximately 100 metres past 

the intersection with Rainbow Road.   
 
• The first meeting of Salt Spring 

Island’s Ferry Advisory Committee since 
April was cancelled with little warn-
ing after ferry offi cials reported they 
had faced abuse and threats at sim-
ilar meetings elsewhere.  BC Ferries 
issued a notice cancelling — technically 
“postponing” — the typically biannual 
meeting abruptly on Sept. 28, saying 
the move had been made on advice 
of the company’s corporate security 
personnel.   

 
• Salt Spring philatelists had rea-

son to celebrate as a new pictorial 
cancel stamp for the Fulford Post 
Office entered service. W̱ENÁ¸NEĆ 
and HWUNE’NUTS, the SENĆOŦEN and 
Hul’q’umi’num place names for Fulford 
Harbour, are included on the stamp, as a 
reminder of the First Nations traditional 
use of the island. 

Postmaster Andrea LeBorgne said 
she was thrilled when Robert Bateman 
agreed to contribute a sketch for the 
project. 

 “His artful line drawing refl ects the 
natural beauty of the harbour and 
Mount Maxwell,” she said.  

OCTOBER  

• A proposal for new housing 
received a warm welcome from the 
Salt Spring LTC. The Gulf Islands Seniors 
Residence Association (GISRA) contem-
plated a change of use for its property 
on Kings Lane from a seniors-focused 
project to one that would serve a 

broader demographic. GISRA executive 
director Harry Barnes said the notion 
was being shared with the LTC at an 
early stage of development to gauge 
that body’s support of the concept, 
which could then be communicated to 
potential funding partners.   

 • The trend of hosting high-level 
offi cials at ASK Salt Spring continued 
with a visit from BC Ferries president 
and CEO Nicolas Jimenez at an Oct. 20 
session at Lions Hall. 

 
• The Salt Spring Island Disc Golf 

Association hosted its fi rst Professional 
Disc Golf Association sanctioned B-Tier 
tournament on Oct. 21-22, with 80 
players enjoying ideal fall weather and 
hospitality at the Salt Spring Island 
Golf and Country Club course.  

• The fifth biennial Salt Spring 
National Art Prize (SSNAP) and fourth 
Parallel Art Show (PAS) events con-
cluded on the Oct. 21 weekend with 
some $50,000 in prizes disbursed. Win-
ner of the top SSNAP prize, the $20,000 
Joan McConnell Award, was Sarah-
Mecca Abdourahman of Ottawa, Ont. 
Award winners in the PAS show for 
Gulf Islands artists were Diana Sander-
son, Garry Kaye, Sibéal Foyle and Jane 
Kidd.

• Ground was broken for the new 
$13.7-million Ganges Fire Hall on 
Lower Ganges Road next to Brinkwor-
thy Estates during a ceremony on Oct. 
30. MP Elizabeth May was among hon-
oured guests.  

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Members of the Stqeeye’ Learning Society address the crowd at a Mateada Convergence 
event, describing the importance of the ‘mi tse’t’akw’ (Coming Home) Campaign.

PHOTO BY SUSAN LUNDY

Salt Spring Fire Chief Jamie Holmes speaks at the groundbreaking celebration for the 
new Ganges Fire Hall at 455 Lower Ganges Rd. on Oct. 30. 
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 YEAR IN REVIEW

DOGWOOD
LUMBER

Call Murray Logan 250-715-1678
yeolddogwood@hotmail.com
yeolddogwood.com 
5785 Cowichan Valley Hwy (18), Duncan

Happy New Year! 
Wishing all the best to you and your family. 

Looking forward to seeing you in 2024! 
CLOSED 

NOVEMBER  
  
• Saying the site needed to be cleared 

to build permanent homes, BC Housing 
gave an encampment that had set up sev-
eral weeks earlier at 161 Drake Rd. until 
Nov. 7 to vacate, leaving the “mutual 
community support” group there with 
few options. Spokesperson Nejmah Guer-
moudi of the Green Ground Community 
Design Society expressed frustration with 
the process and appealed to the commu-
nity to provide another property where 
the people could park their recreational 
and other vehicles or set up tents. The 
group later sought use of a CRD-owned 
property on Kanaka Road, but no permis-
sion to use that land was given either.  

 
• Salt Spring’s Remembrance Day cere-

mony may not have taken place in exactly 
the same spot as planned, due to con-
struction that began in Centennial Park 
on Nov. 7, but organizers said they were 
happy with how things turned out. A 
shorter parade and having most of the 
ceremony activities take place on the 
road in front of the park were the result 
of the usual area being torn up as part of 
a park renovation project.  

 
• Raincoast Conservation Foundation’s 

whale sanctuary livestream, which broad-
casts live video over the internet from 
a camera on North Pender Island, was 
wired for sound — through a hydro-
phone, an underwater microphone situ-
ated in hopes of picking up whale vocal-
ization from the interim sanctuary zone 
there. 

  
• Regular users of Portlock Park were 

pressing CRD staff to go back to the 
drawing board with master plan con-
cepts for the park. A staff report and 
recommendation to approve a concept 
that did not include an oval track, as cur-
rently exists, was presented to the LCC, 
but a delegation of park users helped 
convince the LCC that more work and 
consultation needed to be done before 
a decision is made.  

 
• About 80 people — from farmers to 

government officials, business people 
and First Nations reps — attended the 
fi rst Salt Spring Island Food Summit held 
Nov. 26 at Meaden Hall, hoping to fi nd 
ways to increase local food production 
from the current four to six per cent level 
and make the island more resilient in the 
face of climate change.  

 
• Two Salt Spring RCMP officers 

received recognition from Vancouver 
Island RCMP District personnel at a Nov. 
30 event. Const. Felix Charette-Thibault 
and Const. Hardip Gill received certifi -
cates for their bravery and quick action 
during incidents that occurred during 
pre-Salt Spring postings.  

  
DECEMBER  
  
• A second Salt Spring property owned 

by Alicia Valerie Davenport (formerly 
Lee) and co-defendant Geordie “Skye” 
Lee was the subject of a newly created 
tool under the Civil Forfeiture Act. The 
province alleged a home at 435 Stewart 
Rd. was purchased in 2017 to launder 

money from a $200-million internation-
al stock fraud. The couple, along with 
then-co-defendant Vincent Manalas-
tas, were earlier targets of a 2019 B.C. 
Civil Forfeiture Offi ce lawsuit, alleging 
another Salt Spring property — on the 
water at 391 Baker Rd.— was acquired 
through a similar criminal effort.  

  
• Islands Trust Council (ITC) heard that 

efforts to update the Trust Policy State-
ment were underway again and that a 
draft would be seen by trustees serving 
on the Trust programs and executive 
committees in early 2024, as the Islands 
Trust prepared to mark its 50th birthday. 
Staff said it would be stressed to the 
public that the fi rst draft is just that — 
the beginning of a long process where 
change is likely inevitable — following 
volatile reactions to a working draft that 
was made public in 2021.  

  
• ITC members came under fi re at their 

quarterly meeting in Victoria on Dec. 
6 for a reinterpretation of the Islands 
Trust mandate council had agreed upon, 
and the process from which it sprang: a 
closed-to-the-public meeting in Septem-
ber. As trustees met at the Coast Victoria 
Hotel, they were questioned during the 
public comment period on, as one per-
son put it, the “how and the what” of 
that interpretation — specifi cally calling 
out the process for a resulting inabil-
ity to hold individual elected trustees 
accountable.   

“We strongly object to a trustee dis-
cussion, and decision, on a subject so 
integral to the entire operation of the 
Trust being made in a meeting closed to 

the public,” said Galiano Island’s Jennifer 
Margison, speaking for the Friends of 
the Gulf Islands Society.   

 
• Salt Spring’s Local Trust Commit-

tee said it would suspend enforcement 
on a kennel operation that had set up 
on property fronting Blackburn and 
Fulford-Ganges roads, after denying 
to grant a temporary use permit at its 
November meeting. Jaime Halan-Har-
ris, the applicant and owner of Salty 
Dog Retreat, said she and supporters 
had been unable to attend and needed 
time to plead her case. Halan-Harris was 
advised she could try to make the land 
use lawful by fi rst applying to amend the 
offi cial community plan.   

 
• As 2024 came to an end, Salt Spring’s 

LTC prepared to advance a new scheme 
to “legalize” a path towards allow-
ing accessory dwelling units (ADUs) on 
the island, abandoning the latest itera-
tion of Bylaw 530 — which had already 
been scaled down over fears of a legal 
challenge over whether its enactment 
would rapidly increase the island’s pop-
ulation. 

The new Bylaw 537 — coincidentally 
numbered with the traditional Ganges 
area telephone prefix — is expected 
to be read three times during a spe-
cial meeting in January 2024, and is 
designed to enact a map-based zon-
ing process with only a few proper-
ties initially permitted for ADUs. The 
LTC tasked staff with crafting a simpli-
fied application process for islanders 
to request their properties be added to 
the map. 

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Vehicles lived in by people wanting a safe place to stay park on Drake Road property 
leased by BC Housing from the Capital Regional District. 

PHOTO BY ROB LOWRIE

Caroni Young leads her Viva Chorale! choir at the Remembrance Day ceremony held 
largely on the road due to a Centennial Park construction project. 
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BABIES 10X7
COLOUR

SALTSPRINGINN.COM
250-537-9339Salt Spring inn

11AM-8PM WEEKDAYS  |  9AM-8PM SAT & SUN
Reservations at saltspringinn.com

Cozy Indoor Dining & Take-Out  Too!ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

• Gallery 8 presents the 15th Annual 
Christmas Exhibition of Small Works 
daily through Dec. 31. 

• Deck the Walls: Nature Prints at 
the Library. New works by the SSI 
Printmakers are on display until Dec. 30. 

• Dulcy Wilson shows paintings at 
Harvest Moon through December.

what’s on this week

•  Wish runs Fri., Sat., Dec. 29-30, 
and  Mon., Tues. Jan. 1-2 at 7 p.m. See 
thefritz.ca for more movie info. 

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre 7:30am to 9pm  
Customer Service 250-537-1522

Festival of Trees
Bring food bank items to place under 
decorated trees at the Harbour House 

Hotel through Jan. 1st.

FOR
THERECORD

PHOTO COURTESY SSI POTTERS GUILD

Salt Spring Island Potters Guild president Wendy 
Squirrell, left, gives a cheque for $2,860 to 
food bank manager Trish Hatfield, representing 
proceeds from the guild’s fourth annual Empty 
Bowls fundraiser that saw guild members donate 
ceramic pieces to the sale, held this year as part 
of the PARC-sponsored Christmas Market at SIMS 
on Dec. 16-17. “In these challenging times there 
is more of a need than ever as members of our 
community struggle to make ends meet, and we 
are happy we can play a part in it,” said Squirrell.

Firstborn
of 2024 Contest

We can’t wait to see who will be the first baby of the New Year!

Several community sponsors are set to shower the first baby of 2024 with many generous gifts. Salt Spring Island’s 
first tiny new resident of the year will enjoy these wonderful offerings, presented in a basket:

A $50 gift certificate from West of the Moon. 
A $50 gift certificate from Pharmasave. A $50 
gift certificate from Salt Spring Books. A baby 
onesie, booties, baby wash and baby bottom 
balm from Old Salty.

The Gulf Islands Driftwood is excited to offer 
the first born baby their first print media 
appearance and keep sake: an 1/8th page, 
colour baby announcement. We look forward 
to announcing the special delivery!

Proudly donating $50.00 Gift Certificate
250-537-1966

Congratulations
                    FROM

Congratulations to the 
family of Salt Spring’s 

first baby of 2023!

250-537-5534 • 104 LOWER GANGES ROAD

DONATING A $50.00 GIFT CARD

Congratulations 
to the 
New 

Years 
Baby and 

Family

104 McPhillips Ave • (250) 537-2812

Salt Spring  
Books

Welcome
1st Baby of 
2024. Enjoy a 
onesie, booties 
and skin care gifts 
from Old Salty 

CONGRATULATIONS!

Thurs. � Dec. 28

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic. At the Legion. 7:30 p.m.
Craig’s Karaoke. At Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m. to 
midnight.

Fri. � Dec. 29

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Fridays With DJ Boomtown. Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m. til 12:30 a.m. 
Karaoke. At the Legion. 7:30 p.m. 

Sat.                               Dec. 30
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Ashton Bachman. Legion. 7:30 p.m.

Sun.                              Dec. 31

New Year’s Eve at the Legion. Newfie 
NY with Valdy and dinner from 5 p.m. 
Followed by Rough & Tumble.  

New Year’s Party With Odd Luv. Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m. 

New Year’s at the Mateada Lounge. 
With DJs Skywater and Andrew Interchill 
plus 9GHT4ALL. 9 p.m. Advance tix only 
through www.tickettailor.com/events/
skywaterproductions/1095210

Mon.                                Jan. 1

Polar Bear Swim. Vesuvius Beach. 12 
noon.

  CINEMA

  EXHIBITIONS

• The actor playing a younger 
Scrooge mentioned in a Dec. 20 
piece about the Christmas With 
Scrooge show was misidentified. 
The actor was Liam Hackett.

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

BOWL BOUNTY

ACTIVITIES
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It is with love and deep sadness that 
we say goodbye to our beloved mother 

and grandmother.

Nelly Weibel was born on January 9, 1932 in 
Uster, Switzerland. As a young adult, she pursued 
her love of languages and moved to Denmark and 
later to England. In 1954 she married Bruno and 
together they raised a daughter and two sons - 
Christa (1959), Kim (1960) and Mark (1966). After 
a full life in Switzerland, Nelly and Bruno moved 
to Salt Spring Island in 1992. Here they enjoyed 
retirement and experienced many years of hap-
piness. The open, friendly nature of Canadians 
inspired them and they formed lasting friendships.

In 1999 Nelly’s husband died suddenly and in 
2002, she had to cope with the painful loss of 
her daughter, Christa. Despite these huge losses, 
Nelly decided to live the last phase of her life in 
her new country, Canada. After many happy, but 
sometimes lonely times in her beautiful home on 
Chock Road, Nelly decided to start a new phase 
in her life. In 2016 she moved to Victoria to take 
up residence in the Berwick Royal Oak retirement 
home where she spent her last years in the circle 
of loving people.

On December 1, 2023 Nelly passed away peace-
fully in the presence of her sons, Kim and Mark. 
She will be missed by her five grandchildren in 
Switzerland. Her warm-hearted love, strength and 
tender care will live on in our hearts. Rest in peace, 

dear Mum, dear Granny.

When the sun 
of life sets,

The stars of 
memory shine.

January 9, 1932 - December 1, 2023

Nelly Weibel

It is with heavy 
hearts that we 
a c k n o w l e d g e 
the pass ing of 
Gregory Michael 
F ro o m e  ( b o r n 
November 28th, 
1 9 6 2 ) .  G r e g 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
peacefully with his loved ones by his side on 
November 28th, 2023. 

Predeceased by his parents Leora and Bill. 
Greg will continue to be held near and dear 
in the hearts of his family: his beloved wife of 
37 years, Karen, his beautiful daughters Kayla 
(Jesse) and grandbaby Ella, Chelsea (Mark), his 
two brothers, Bruce (Carole), David (Tanya) and 
three sisters Eleanor (Steve), Christine (Glenn), 
Cathy (Don). He will be loved and missed by his 
many nieces and nephews.

We hope you are enjoying the things you 
always loved - fishing, playing X Box or riding 
one of your motorbikes.

Gregory Michael, 
Froome

You will be forever loved & greatly missed, Gramps/Fauz. 
Love, Karen (Spike), Kayla (Kallerz), 

Chelsea (Stonkz), Rylee (Bean)

Obituary ObituaryObituary Obituary
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos, 
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you 
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Residential & 
Commercial Glass 

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

Your Local Business Specialists!
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DON’T LOOK ANY FURTHER!
Here are ... Your Local
Business Specialists!

GROW YOUR BUSINESS - 
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE 250-537-9933

STOP
Gulf Island Picture Framing
#3203 Grace Pt. Sq.  250-537-1299

gabriellejensen@shaw.ca

i n d i v i d u a l
i n n o v a t i v e
i n s p i r e d
in your home...

12
for something lasting

In Memoriam

Concrete & Placing

Storage

A local Vancouver
Island church is

assisting newcomers
who have recently

arrived on the island
from Ukraine. We are
helping them purchase
their first car in Canada

and guiding them through
insurance and licensing
requirements. We need

good four cylinder
vehicles for small families

and vans for larger
families. If you have a
vehicle that you would

like to sell over the
holiday season, we look
forward to hearing from

you. 250-741-6287

Announcements

MONEY MATTER$MONEY MATTER$

G U L F  I S L A N D S

SHOWCASE YOUR EXPERTISE

With a focus on investments, taxes, With a focus on investments, taxes, With a focus on investments, taxes, 
financial & estate planning, this is a financial & estate planning, this is a financial & estate planning, this is a financial & estate planning, this is a 

perfect opportunity to showcaseperfect opportunity to showcaseperfect opportunity to showcase
your financial services andyour financial services andyour financial services andyour financial services and

GROW YOUR BUSINESS.GROW YOUR BUSINESS.

With a focus on investments, taxes, 
financial & estate planning, this is a 

perfect opportunity to showcase 
your financial services and 

GROW YOUR BUSINESS.

PUBLISHING JAN 31, FEB 7, 14 & 21

nancy.johnson@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
sky.marcano@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Reserve a spot today! 
250.537.9933

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3
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By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.
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Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
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3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

2100 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1Z7

250-653-9884

saltspringcemetery.ca

In Memoriam In Memoriam

Scan to get Driftwood 
news delivered to 
your email every 

week!

SUPPORT 
LOCAL NEWS
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END IMPAIRED DRIVING
Every year, the festive season is sadly overshadowed by car 
accidents that could have been avoided. A large percentage 
of collisions involve drivers who have been drinking over the 
legal limit or taking drugs.

BE PREPARED
It’s widely known that drugs and alcohol impair your judgment. Despite 
this reality, some individuals who’ve consumed these substances may 
believe they’re fi t to drive when actually they’re not. In short, if you’ve had 
any amount of alcohol or smoked or ingested cannabis, it’s not safe 
to rely on your own judgment.

PLAN AHEAD! No one wants to be part of another statistic or have 
someone’s death on their conscience for the rest of their life. In 2023, 
there are no excuses for driving under the infl uence. You have plenty of 
choices to avoid putting your own safety and that of others at risk.

Here are a few options to consider for a safe holiday season and new 
year:

• Use public tranportation

• Arrange to sleep at the party venue or 
    stay somewhere within walking distance

• Call a taxi

• Use a designated driver service

• Designate a non-drinking 
   person to drive you home

Drinking and driving can cause 
accidents, but it can also cost 

you your driver’s licence 
and land you in jail.

www.mobyspub.ca

Plan a 
safe ride 
home 
and enjoy 
a happy 
holiday 
season.

SALTSPRING
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

Play it safe 
this holiday season!

250-537-6571 • 119 Charlesworth Road

250.537.5534 
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

stay safe this 
holiday season

Where islanders and friends meet
and plan to get home safely.

250-537-9339
in the heart of Ganges

Friends don’t let friends drive impaired.

Windsor Plywood
PH: 250-537-5564

www.windsorssi.com

Keep Our Island 
Safe!

Don’t Drink & 
Drive!

   person to drive you home   person to drive you home   person to drive you home

If you plan to consume drugs or alcohol, 
make sure you have a safe way to get home. 
Take transit, call a taxi, or catch 
a ride with a friend.

Have a happy and safe holiday 


