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PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN
Salt Spring Pride Parade participants like Natu Mbanefo splash Ganges with colour on Saturday as part of a full weekend of festival activities. See more
photos from the July 28 to 31 Pride festival on page 12.
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DROUGHT

Watering limits to be enforced

District contracts CRD bylaw enforcement to help reduce water use

":SEZ;SG: P BY ROBB MAGLEY
A - DRIFTWOOD STAFF
CHFIEEE O MBI As the region enters its most severe drought
condition — and as another wildfire mile-
stone is passed, with 1.5-million hectares
zoly GROWYOUR | byrned in B.C. — Salt Spring Island’s larg-
llo“ COMMUNITY | st water provider is putting customers on
]lgsaw notice that it will be enforcing its watering
Puzzlesl restrictions this summer.
A Trustees at the North Salt Spring Water-
works District (NSSWD) voted to engage
u/(,s the Capital Regional District’s (CRD) plan-
ning department to establish a one-month

contract for bylaw enforcement of NSS-
WD'’s watering restrictions, a pilot project
aimed at conserving water used for drink-
ing, watering and — in emergencies — fire

“ 3518

protection.

The East Vancouver Island Basin, which
includes the Gulf Islands, sits at Drought
Level 5—a condition where adverse impacts
from low water availability are “almost
certain,” according to the province. And
as Environment Canada’s forecasting indi-
cates yet another warming trend without
any hints of rain, July 2023 ended ranking
among the driest in Salt Spring’s history.

The two days of much-appreciated rain
last week dropped just 177mm of precipi-
tation onto St. Mary Lake, according to
NSSWD operations manager Ryan Moray —
welcome for sure, but not enough to bend
the curve.

“That's not going to be enough to carry

us through,” said Moray. “We're still in a
drought condition.”

And while lake levels have been lower
at this time in some recent years, that dry-
ness is having an impact on the rate of
depletion. The speed at which reservoirs
are drained has a lot to do with how much
rain is — or isn't — falling at a particular
moment, Moray said; when there’s less rain,
people water more.

That needs to change, according to dis-
trict officials, and an experiment with
enforcement began Monday, Aug. 7 —
three days after the district enters Stage 4
of watering restrictions, its highest level.

NSSWD continued on2
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PHOTO BY SABRINA NEWTON
Citizens and emergency responders attend the site of an Island Concrete Pumping
truck that ended up on its side in the 500 block of Rainbow Road on Thursday. A
Mid Island Towing truck from Nanaimo was required to right the vehicle and the
road was also closed for the afternoon.

Education is aim of plan

NSSWD
continued from 1

“It's a fairly comprehensive outdoor
water use ban,” said financial officer
Tammy Lannan, who outlined the basics at
the district board'’s July 27 meeting. “So no
car washing, no lawn watering, no parks,
no fields. No filling pools, no topping-up a
pool. Literally all you can do is water your
garden — and you can’t sprinkle, you can
only hand-water and micro-drip. And it's
only for two hours, every second day.”

Enforcement will start
out emphasizing educa-
tion, according to Lan-
nan, and will initially

""We're hoping this will

group, which is having weekly meetings
“from an emergency operations perspec-
tive.”

“And they're aligning the CRD restric-
tions for the island to ours,” said Boysen.
“They're going to put their highest restric-
tion level — which is Stage 3 for them — in
place Aug. 4.”

This has been the fourth year of the last
six where the district has gone to Stage 4
restrictions, added Boysen.

“There’s this ‘emergency’ component of
communications we're seeing right now
from the regional district,”
said Boysen. “But it's actually
part of our reality from year
to year already.”

be aimed toward high-  help educate people, The district board also
consumption residential . directed staff to review and
customers. Those users —  perhaps to realize that propose updates for next
many with bills reflecting . summer’s water use restric-
30,000 gallons of water or they MIqht not need tions by the end of this year,
more in a single bimonth- with a supporting conserva-
ly period — can expect to use potable water  tion — and communication
to be contacted, but the . — strategy behind them.

idea is not to start hand-  for their qardens and “If we see you using water
ing out fines for every outdoors when it's not your
infraction, she said, as lawns.” permitted day, or using
much as to get everyone a sprinkler when we’re on
on the same page, water- TAMMY LANNAN Stage 4 restrictions, you can
conservation-wise. NSSWD financial officer be fined, or we can turn your

“The bylaw officer will
spend maybe 30 min-
utes with them to discuss their habits and
watering uses,” said Lannan, “and try
to work with them one-on-one to help
ensure they're following the watering
restrictions.”

District manager Mark Boysen said
NSSWD is part of the Capital Regional Dis-
trict (CRD) drought management working

water off,” said Lannan.

“But we don’t want to go
there. We're hoping this will help educate
people, perhaps to realize that they might
not need to use potable water for their
gardens and lawns.”

A full explanation of watering restric-
tions — alongside charts showing when
they are triggered — is available online at
northsaltspringwaterworks.ca.
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Citizens tackle
loose gravel

A citizen group tired of waiting
for one stretch of Fulford-Ganges
Road to be cleaned up is taking
matters into their own hands —
and is inviting anyone concerned
about loose gravel at the Embe
Bakery corner (Seaview Avenue) to
join them.

Salt Spring Island resident John
Roe is organizing a sweeping
“party” starting at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 8, meeting at Embe to clear
the adjacent roadways to improve

of Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture] Rob Fleming several times,
zero answer,” said Roe. "l thought
it was time to do something more
locally.”

Participants are asked to bring a
neon safety vest and a push broom
if they have one; extras will be on
hand, Roe said.

For more information, contact
sweepourstreetsssi@gmail.com.

Portlock Park
survey ready

The new survey on the Portlock

Recreation and Culture (PARC)
department has developed three
conceptual design drafts for the
park, following input from earlier
community consultation, and has
posted them on their project page.
The survey is intended to be anony-
mous, and should take no more
than 10 minutes, according to PARC
manager Dan Ovington.

Results from the survey will be
compiled and summarized for com-
munication to Salt Spring’s Local
Community Commission, the CRD
Board, PARC, CRD staff and the
public, and used as a reference to
develop a single master plan for

bicycle safety. Roe said he'd person-
ally witnessed two cyclists fall due
to the loose gravel, and had “about
lost it” himself on a slippery curve.
"l have reached out to [Minister

COURT NEWS

Park Master Plan design options is
up, according to officials, and the
community is invited to weigh in.
The Capital Regional District
(CRD) Salt Spring Island Parks, Arts,

the park.

To participate, click on the “Take
Survey” button for “Community
Survey 2" at the website getin-
volved.crd.bc.ca/portlock-park.

PHOTO BY CHRIS MARSHALL

ISLAND STORIES: Two of four new Indigenous signage panels were
unveiled in Ganges Saturday near Ganges Alley, the culmination
of five years’ development under the direction of Elders of the
Hul'g'umi'num’ and SENCOFEN-speaking peoples whose homelands
include Salt Spring Island. The project was carried out under the
auspices of the Salt Spring Historical Society and Archives.

Hope of booting Mayne pickleballers flops in court

Judge serves
scathing dismissal
to tennis-only
petitioning group

BY ROBB MAGLEY
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A B.C. Supreme Court judge
has ended the latest volley in
Mayne Island’s racquet sports
conflict, asserting the power
of the society that owns that
island’s tennis courts to schedule

pickleball access as it sees fit.

The Mayne Island Communi-
ty Centre Society (MICCS) had
faced a lawsuit heard over three
days from nine tennis enthu-
siasts representing the Mayne
Island Tennis Association (MITA),
who sought an order granting
tennis players exclusive use of
that island’s two courts. In its
pleadings MITA had relied heav-
ily upon written and oral agree-
ments it said were made with the
society which abdicated control
of the courts’ use and indeed
their ownership.

Justice Bill Basran’s pointed

written judgment indicated his
doubts surrounding the enforce-
ability and even the very exis-
tence of those agreements,
describing MITA as a “non-legal
entity that does not have the
capacity to own anything, let
alone land” and characterizing
one of the documents it submit-
ted as “little more than a self-
serving, aspirational expression”
of the litigious tennis group’s
wishes.

Basran wrote that while MITA
members may “feel” that they
should have some say over
the use of the courts, by vir-

tue of the role they had played
in maintaining and operating
them between 2008 and 2021,
final authority has always and
will in the future lie with the
“duly elected board members
of MICCS” — including several
recently elected board members
who have sided with pickleball
players and established court
times for that use.

In 2021, the MICCS board
declined to provide pickleball
players with access to the ten-
nis courts, according to legal
filings; in response, pickleball
supporters attended the board’s

DON'T LOOK ANY FURTHER!

Here are... Your Local
Business Special

GROW YOUR BUSINESS -
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE 250-537-9933

sts!

AGM and elected a slate who
supported their desire to play
pickleball on the tennis courts.

“| reject the assertion that the
newly elected board members
were in a material conflict of
interest by deciding to facilitate
access to the tennis courts by
pickleball players,” wrote Basran.
“They were in no more a conflict
of interest than previous board
members who preferred tennis,
some of whom were on the so-
called ‘executive’ of MITA.”

The full judgment can be read
at: www.bccourts.ca/jdb-txt/
5¢/23/12/2023BCSC1286.htm.
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or anyone needing to go
, to or through Ganges on
Nancy Johnson . ey .
PUBLISHER a regular baSIS, it's obvi-
ous that something has

changed in the past few years.

From the population increase and the habits of
new residents to pandemic impacts and the need
for more off-island contractors, the result has
been more vehicular traffic rushing around at all
times of the day.

According to the recently released Capital
Regional District (CRD) Active Transportation Net-
work Plan (ATNP) report, a 2022 traffic study
found “motor vehicle volumes on Fulford-Ganges
Road are in the range of 2,950 to 3,050 vehicles
per day.” While it's hard for regular citizens to
understand what those numbers mean, we know
from experience that it's a lot more than it used to
be. As well, the BC Active Transportation Design
Guide has determined
that the 2,500-vehicles-
per-day level in a rural
area justifies creation of
bicycle lanes to assure
safety for both cyclists
and drivers.

Vehicle volumes may
be up on Salt Spring, but
more people are also
riding bikes. BC Ferries
data found 13 per cent
more bicycles arrived
at Fulford, Vesuvius
Bay and Long Harbour from April to September
in 2022 compared to the same period the year
before: 17,879 of them. For local riders, electric
bikes have eliminated the obstacle once posed by
Ganges Hill's steep grade, although until that area
is resurfaced with cycling lanes hopefully next year
it's still an unsafe prospect at the best of times.

The ATNP seeks to find ways to make walking,
cycling and driving in and around Ganges safer for
everyone and appears to have a number of doable
ideas.

Driftwood Viewpoint writer Mike Stacey has
pointed out that commercial trucks and a pro-
posed crosswalk at the Seaview Avenue and Ful-
ford-Ganges Road intersection are not a logical
mix. Studies contributing to the ATNP plan found
that between seven and 10 per cent of vehicles
going through Ganges are considered “heavy
vehicles,” so the issues Stacey identifies are not a
minor matter. Proposed parking space reductions
may also deserve more scrutiny.

Long-time residents are somewhat inured to the
difficulty of getting around the village, but the
ATNP illustrates how a safer and “more walkable,
bike friendly and accessible Ganges” is both desir-
able and possible.

Tony Richards, MANAGING DIRECTOR

nancy.johnson@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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WRAT USEFUL THING
DI YOU BOY AT THE
EARAGE SALE TODAY?

PARKER

Crosswalk idea ill-advised

BY MIKE STACEY
I had a good giggle when |
saw the cartoon in last week's

VIEWPOINT

a head-on collision. (Electric
car drivers won’t do this, of
course, as they are above that

Driftwood, until | suddenly
realized it was not actually
the cartoon but the proposed Local Com-
munity Commission Ganges Hill accident
scene.

Naturally the whole plan for town is
based on the assumption that vehicles are
the villains. (Except electric cars, of course,
whose drivers are next in line for saint-
hood.)

Mind you, | foresee no

sort of behaviour.)

Now, | can’t stand here and
say that this is the stupidest place on the
planet for a crosswalk — it IS the stupidest
place on the planet for a crosswalk, | just
can't stand here and say it — but when the
body count begins to rise it will become
clear.

Anyone who has driven through Ganges
should know by now that the real problem
is the free frontal lobot-

problems arising with heav- If only there was omies being performed
ily loaded trucks, having on 80 per cent of the
come down a mile-long hill another way for those pedestrian population.
with hot brakes (don’t use . No amount of planning
those engine brakes, boys nasty, problematic will stop these buffoons
and girls!) entering the . walking down the mid-
steepest part of the grade and 0|WIOI.IS|V totally dle of the street, crossing
and then having to make a wherever the hell they
“lock ‘em all up” panic stop unnecessary trucks want and generally doing
when some Rhodes Scholar everything they can think
drifts aimlessly onto the to go, maybe even of to screw things up. The
crosswalk without looking . only thing a crosswalk
to see what exactly it is that bypassmq town will do at that location
is going to kill him. is to encourage people

Going the other direc- altoqether. to cross at that spot, and

tion, the same heavily

loaded truck, at that point

where it is necessary to “give it some welly”
to get up the hill in a timely manner, has to
grind to a halt as the same Nobel Prize
candidate heads back the other way. Now
the truck has to get moving again, and will
be crawling all the way to the top, with
impatient drivers passing at really stupid
places. Since they have been tailgating the
truck, they can’t see what is coming the
other way, especially if it's one of those
stupid steering-wheel-on-the- wrong-side
abominations. But, they are in a hurry to
get somewhere, so it is well worth risking

THIS WEEK'S POLL QUESTION:

Have you changed
your water use habits
this summer?

DYes D No

when one of them gets
flattened everyone can
say with conviction that obviously the driv-
er was at fault, unless it’s an electric car, in
which case it will have been an Act of God.

If only there was another way for those
nasty, problematic and obviously total-
ly unnecessary trucks to go, maybe even
bypassing town altogether.

As for Bob Weeden’s proposed “Hug-
ging Zone,"” | have a few old cans of paint
kicking around and I'm ready to get started
on it. How about competitive hugging? No
holds barred, Aussie rules. . . | think we're
onto something here.

LAST WEEK'S QUESTION:

Do you avoid Ganges 25 162
on Saturdays in the
summer? =

NO YES

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Monday 2 p.m. or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 2 p.m.
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Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. For details about
deadlines, and word limits for the Viewpoint and other longer opinion pieces, contact the editor at the email address below, or

phone 250-537-9933. All submissions may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are asked to provide a telephone
number where they may be reached during the day, and to sign letters with their full name. Letters published do not necessarily
reflect the views of Driftwood Publishing Ltd., its staff or advertisers. Send letters to: news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

LETTERS to the edlitor

Ganges can be
1mproved

Last week the Driftwood had a Viewpoint
by Maxine Leichter stating she was dis-
mayed that the Active Transportation Net-
work Plan for Ganges village will remove
parking spaces.

| completely agree with her contention
that Ganges village should be made more
accessible for the disabled. The need for
curb cuts and crosswalks has been well doc-
umented and needs to be addressed. | do
not agree that having lots of parking spaces
will solve the disabled access problem. |
could also argue that my understanding
is that there will be many fewer lost spots
than she states, but that is not the point.

| contend, backed by research, that hav-
ing a less car-oriented and more walkable
Ganges will be an advantage to business-
es in the village. I look forward to a Ganges
that is more friendly to anyone walking
or rolling slowly and am thrilled that the
Local Community Commission is promoting
slower speeds in Ganges.

The needs of the disabled are close to
my heart. | still have a disabled tag in my
wife’'s VW. (I will return it after her memo-
rial next week. | just couldn’t bring myself
to deal with it yet.) We were proud to
host the first international student at Gulf
Islands Secondary School in a wheelchair.

Not just the disabled, but anyone that has
mobility/vision/hearing challenges or is just
plain getting older and moving slower will
benefit from fewer cars and easier walking
or rolling.

Let’s have more disabled parking for
those that need it. For those of us not dis-
abled but looking for parking, maybe park-
ing near ArtSpring and the high school with
rickshaw bikes into Ganges are options.
Powered by high school students? Spon-
sored by local businesses? How about using
our electric school buses on Saturday Mar-
ket days? How about improving our already
very well done transit?

There are lots of ways to improve Gan-
ges village and to make it more accessible
to everyone. | encourage people to put
forward good positive ideas to improve
Ganges and am encouraged by Maxine's
positive comments at the end of her View-
point. Thanks.

BOB MACKIE,
SALT SPRING

Car-centric village
desired?

We now have a practical and low-cost
plan supported by the Ministry of Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure (MoTI) to enhance
pedestrian, wheelchair, scooter, cyclist and
—yes — even car safety in Ganges by slight-

ly narrowing vehicle lanes. This is, in my
opinion, nothing short of miraculous.

While Maxine Leichter may have inflated
the number of lost parking spots in her
“Preserve parking spots” Viewpoint article
in the Driftwood last week, she is correct:
some parking spots (not handicapped ones)
would be lost if this plan were fully imple-
mented. It is simply not possible to improve
walking, rolling and cycling options while
also maintaining the present configuration
of (both legal and illegal) street parking.
The plan does, however, suggest replacing
those parking spots by opening the cur-
rently locked upper ArtSpring parking lot,
accommodating nearly 40 vehicles.

Maxine suggests that, were this plan
implemented, it would create hardship for
those with mobility issues. As designated
handicapped parking spots would not be
altered and wheelchair/scooter walkways
would be created, it seems possible that
some of our long-standing accessibility
issues would, instead, finally be addressed.

Would it be a hardship for able-bodied
shoppers to park at ArtSpring instead of
expecting a parking spot adjacent to their
destination? I am willing to walk a short dis-
tance to allow safe transit for all. Are you?

Next time you are in Ganges, notice how
many pedestrians are walking in the streets,
dodging cars, because they have no off-
street options. Frequently having pushed
my wheelchair-bound mother in the streets

with cars whizzing by, | long for safe path-
ways.

Isn't it time we seek that sweet balance
between cars and other modes of trans-
portation? | am thrilled that the authors of
this study listened to the Salt Spring Island
Transportation Commission members and
created a practical, MoTl-supported, low-
cost plan to keep all travellers in our village
safer. | am also thrilled that it appears that
fellow Local Community Commission mem-
bers are keen to immediately move forward
transforming some of the suggestions in
this plan into significant improvements.

GAYLE BAKER,

LCC COMMISSIONER AND CHAIR OF THE DISSOLVED
CRD TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Thrift shop scarf
wanted back

A cream-coloured silk scarf with tassels
was accidentally given to the Lady Minto
Auxiliary Thrift Shop — and sold!

The scarf has sentimental value and |
would like to buy it back from whomev-
er purchased it. Please contact me, John
Andrews, at 250-538-7230.

JOHN ANDREWS,
SALT SPRING

MORE LETTERS continued on 6

QUOTE

OF THE

WEEK:

“There's this ‘emergency’ component of communications we're seeing
right now from the regional district. But it's actually part of our reality
from year to year already.”
MARK BOYSEN, DISTRICT MANAGER, NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT

Phone and internet scam artists prove they're the lowest of the low

Of all the things | detest — and
believe me, it's a long list refined
over 60-or-so years of indiscrimi-
nate detesting — the very worst of
them are the bloodsuckers on the
internet or at the other end of a
phone trying to convince me or my
wife that we should give them our
money or credit card details, which
amounts to the same thing.

History is littered with conmen,
cheats and chisellers, shysters,
hucksters, cheap-jack sharks, poxy
tricksters and unscrupulous bilkers,
thimbleriggers and four-flushers,
but none come close to the relent-
less skullduggery of these 21st-cen-
tury crooks.

I don't believe a single day
passes without one or other of us
being confronted by an email, a
phone call or text message trying
to cheat us of our pensions, telling
bare-faced lies to steal the money
intended to see us comfortably
through our end years, pretend-
ing to be what they are not and
quite obviously getting away with
it often enough to make it a lucra-
tive business. It is like fending off
a mugger before you can get on
with the rest of the day. They are
as malevolent as mosquitos and
serve no purpose beyond their

own bloody greed and making
lives miserable.

I do understand how impossibly
difficult it is to catch these bandits
because the internet allows them
to operate from the sort of places
you wouldn't want to spend your
vacation. (I may have to revise that
... arecent email purporting to be
from Netflix, trying to trick me into
giving them my credit card details,
originated from an email address
in Belgium, an entirely decent little
country with natives so thoroughly
wholesome they could be Cana-
dian.) Meanwhile, the police in
this country are virtually powerless
as these internet hoodlums oper-
ate outside of Canada, hunched
over their keyboards in a cellar
somewhere in the chthonic cyber-
space, preying on the unwary from
hijacked phones or computers.

Consequently, when they do
convince some poor sap to hand
over their rainy-day savings there is
little chance of the police catching
them nor, which is far more despi-
cable, of the banks reimbursing
their victims.

These are the same banks that
pay their executives grotesque
amounts of money for sitting on
their backsides, plotting. Or plan-

Paul McElroy
+ANOTHER

THING

ning. Or whatever it is they do to
justify being paid by the barrow
load. There is something monu-
mentally repulsive about a bank
refusing to return the money to
an elderly client who had unwit-
tingly handed their life savings to
an internet fraudster in Botswana
while cheerfully paying their own
CEO millions of dollars a year for
looking sharp in a suit. In the next
breath, the guys with mega pay
packets turn to the government
for help because they've screwed
things up and are losing their
shareholders’ money hand over
fist.

Now, | don’t want you running
away with the idea that | have
recently fallen out with my bank
or become a victim of these fraud-
ulent internet toerags because |
haven’t, nor am I likely to, although
I'm not sure how much protection |

will have as | grow older and more
vulnerable.

A few days ago, | answered the
phone to someone conducting,
as it turned out, a perfectly legiti-
mate survey of my radio listening
habits, but it was in the middle
of my dinner and | don’t do inter-
views over a half-eaten pork chop.
But | had wanted to be courteous
and before hanging up, asked the
interviewer if they would call back
when it dawned on me that | was
possibly speaking to an Al robot!
I wasn't, but | had to ask. And it
is the fact that | had to ask that is
becoming troublesome.

The people behind these scams
may be putid lowlifes, but they
are by no means stupid. Whenever
technology comes up with some-
thing new and for that moment
apparently impregnable these
delinquent nerds are on it and all
over it in days. Two of the most
recent scams, aimed at Mrs. Mac,
presented themselves as coming
from Norton and McPhee, the soft-
ware giants that millions, including
myself, actually pay for protection
from internet piracy. Thankfully,
these emails were only semi-liter-
ate and could have been knocked
out by a six-year-old, but there is

likely someone out there who will
fall for them and hand over their
banking details.

A third regular is Jake, a robot
employee of something called Dis-
covery, offering to wipe out all my
debts. It's kind of them, but I'm
quite comfortable with my debts,
thank you very much, although |
have yet to convince Jake to leave
us alone and he now calls at the
same time every day. There is lit-
tle point in blocking the number
because it changes daily.

And that's what | don't under-
stand. How they are able to hijack
the phones? Why is it that on the
rare occasions that | do call back
to harangue them, they have
called from a phone that appar-
ently doesn’t even exist? Surely
the phone companies can put an
end to phone number theft — or
have they, like the banks and many
enforcement agencies, simply
capitulated and consigned them to
the “Too Hard" basket?

*Ha! Recently the U.S. gov-
ernment announced a “massive
crackdown” on the spam factories
churning out this pernicious gar-
bage. I'm not holding my breath.

paulmcelroy@shaw.ca



6 | WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2023

OPINION

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

More and safer travel methods suggested

BY MYNA LEE JOHNSTONE

Yes, congratulations to the Local Community Com-
mission (LCC) for attending to the much recognized
need to establish a 30 km/hr speed limit through
Ganges (“Speed limit reduction endorsed,” July 26
Driftwood).

The Active Transportation Network Plan (ATNP) is
the government’s way of finally acknowledging that
there is too much traffic everywhere and that people
need to choose another way to move themselves
about.

I do not expect an enthusiastic response from
islanders on this.

From the study done we now know that there are:

Windsor Plywood

SALT SPRING

PH: 250-537-5564 - FAX: 250-537-1207
RAINBOW ROAD
Mon- Fri 7am to 5pm / Saturdays 8am to 5pm
Closed Sundays and holidays
BEDDIS ROAD i3
Mon to Fri 6:30am to 3pm U @

saltspring@windsorplywood.com

GULF ISLANDS

Aqua is distributed throughout the Gulfislands,
Victoria, the Cowichan Valley and
select retail locations on Vancouver Island.

For more information email
nancy.johnson @gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Draftwood
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Next Edition September 13
Ad Deadline August 30

241 Fulford-Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island
250-537-9933 - gulfislandsdriftwood.com

INDEPTH

® 25,000 trips on a typical day on Salt
Spring;

¢ about 88 per cent of these trips are
by auto driver or passenger;

e about 3.1 per cent are taken on a
bike; only 2.7 per cent on a bus; 9.4 per
cent by walking.

The commute within the island is
85 per cent of trips and 52 per cent of
those trips are within 15 minutes from
Ganges.

The last two Viewpoint pieces in the
Driftwood by Mike Stacey on a Ganges
bypass and one by Maxine Leichter
on preserving Ganges parking spots
come from committed drivers not at all
interested in changing their methods of
getting themselves around and about.

To me, Ganges looks like one big
parking lot with a bit of green space
to the side. For years there have been
meetings about improving Ganges to
make it more attractive and greener.

Most islander complaints from those
who drive are concerned with road
conditions and parking, pedestrians on
crosswalks and lineups at ferries.

Good work contributing to this active
transportation concept has been done
through the cycling community and the
long-time Island Pathways volunteers.

As a long-time commissioner on our
now retired transportation commission,
I have concluded that the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure has
been absolutely delinquent on address-

LIVING

ing road safety issues here. Over the
years we had delegates come to our
meetings asking for help in addressing
safety issues. More than five years ago a
request was made for a crosswalk from
the Core Inn across Jackson to ArtSpring
for use by the handicapped to their
building. High schoolers come down
that way at noon too. There is still no
crosswalk there.

To me, Ganges looks like
one big parking lot with
a bit of green space to
the side. For years there
have been meetings about
improving Ganges to make
it more attractive and
greener.

We heard horrific stories from Deb
Toole about accidents and near misses
on North End Road near St. Mary Lake.
The Cusheon Lake neighbourhood
attended meetings imploring us to
lower the speed limit on that road and
documented themselves the number of
speeders each day. Residents on main
roads complain about the noise and
speed from traffic they have to suffer.

What the ATNP report fails to do is
offer methods to get people out of
their cars and using other modes of

MORE LETTERS

Salt Spring Island
should be added
to regional trail
network

The following was sent to Saanich North
and the Islands MLA Adam Olsen and filed

with the Driftwood for publication.

users.

travel.

Electric bikes have grown in popular-
ity so much so that the B.C. govern-
ment this spring offered rebates up to
$1,400 on the purchase of a new one.
Within two days of the announcement,
they were all taken and a waitlist was
promised.

For 14 years our bus system served
us quite well, but in the past two years
| brought complaints about them to
every transportation meeting. | was the
only commissioner who was a regular
user of our transit system and | see that
none of the LCC commissioners are
regular users either.

It is my conclusion that we need a
separation from BC Transit and that
we should run our own fleet of vans
that could serve islanders much better.
A very low-cost help to lessen traffic
would be a very active and easy Ride-
share app that drivers post their trips to
and from for sharing their vehicle. We
could maybe establish our own Uber-
style service with some funding.

It will take much goodwill for any
real active transportation projects to
happen. | think every organization
concerned with community well-being
and our environment should promote
such projects, including the LCC and the
Islands Trust.

| close with a warning. We have
already seen with the volume of traffic
on the roads at times and places where
an ambulance or fire truck would be
delayed because of traffic congestion.
It can only get worse unless we act now,
sooner than later.

Positive hospital
experience
appreciated

The following was sent to the Lady
Minto Hospital emergency room staff
and filed with the Driftwood for publica-
tion.

I had what | would call an emergency
situation that needed outside atten-

tion. | reluctantly chose to go to the

| agree there are many challenges
with improving roads on Salt Spring,
especially for active transportation

Lady Minto Hospital emergency depart-
ment for assistance, figuring that it
would be like so many previous occa-

sions at different hospitals in that |

I think it's time Salt Spring was added
to the region covered by the Southern
Vancouver Island Transportation Strat-
egy. Salt Spring employment, medi-

cal, retail and commercial services are
closely linked with southern Vancouver
Island. These links could be better man-
aged regionally.

would eventually be seen and treated
as a numbered patient some five hours
later.

I am writing to tell you and those
who are reading this that to my sur-
prise and delight it was positive from
start to departure. Within those brief
90 minutes it was a caring, helpful, yet

I also think that the Fulford-Ganges-
Vesuvius link should be added to the
Capital Regional District’s regional trail
network; it's essentially a continua-
tion of the Lochside Trail. Improving
that link with proper road shoulders
for walkers and cyclists would improve
safety for residents and visitors. It
would also complete the “missing link”
in the very promising Salish Sea Trail

professional, event.

Thanks to each of you for easing my
personal concern and replacing it with
the hope of improved health.

J. MCLENNAN,

SALT SPRING

Send your letters to:
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

network. by Monday at 10 a.m.
STEVE NEW,
SALT SPRING MORE LETTERS continued on 7

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL
Support the local businesses that
support your local newspaper.

-
Driftiwood
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Islanders invited to March for the Children

BY PHIL VERNON

In 2021 news of the discovery of 215 unmarked
graves at the site of the Kamloops Residen-
tial School generated widespread shock and
soul-searching within non-Indigenous Canadian
society.

In First Nations communities the repercussions
were profound: while the disappearance and
deaths of children at the schools was no secret,
the media focus triggered traumatic memories for
many who had attended the schools, opening old
wounds and heartbreak for the families and com-
munities whose children never came home.

On Penelakut Island, just north of Salt Spring,
the Sulxwe’en (Elders Group) of the Penela-
kut Tribe decided to release preliminary find-
ings of 160 unmarked graves associated with
the Kuper Island Industrial School, which was
operated by the Catholic Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate from 1889 to 1975.

They decided the time was ripe to reach out to
the wider society, envisioning a memorial walk
through the town of Chemainus to begin the pro-
cess of healing and reconciliation for survivors and
tribal members as well as friends and supporters.

For the first March for the Children, over
1,500 people arrived from up and down Van-
couver Island, from Salt Spring and beyond,
filling the streets of the village and gathering
at Waterwheel Park to hear songs, prayers and
testimonials from survivors of the school. It was
a powerful event, truly a day to remember. The
Penelakut organizers were visibly moved by the
overwhelming response.

It felt good, too, that many Salt Spring Island-
ers were present that day, continuing connec-
tions between our island communities dating
back to the fight to protect the ancient burial
ground at S'yuhuye’men (Walkers Hook) when
a fish farm was set up there.

This year, the Penelakut Tribe has invited
us back for the Third Annual March for the
Children, to take place Monday, Aug. 7 in the
village of Sunuwnets (Chemainus). Gather at 9
a.m. at the Salish Sea Market next to the ferry
terminal, winding up the hill to a gathering
at Waterwheel Park.

Please consider attending. Carpooling: if you
have room in your car, or for a ride, contact
Tom at tommymitchell@shaw.ca.

PHOTO COURTESY DON BODGER/CHEMAINUS VALLEY COURIER
Scene from the first March for the Children, which saw some 1,500 people gather in
Chemainus to support the Penelakut Tribe following release of preliminary findings
of 160 unmarked graves of Indigenous children who attended the Kuper Island
Industrial School. The Third Annual March for the Children is on Monday, Aug. 7.

Inconsiderate
charger users
frustrate

PHOTOS BY JEREMY MILSOM
Island Savings chargers with cord left on
the ground and out-of-order sign.

This is just one of my bugaboos:
users of free (other people’s money)
EV charging stations often drop,
drag or soil the charger’s cord and
plug after they are finished with it.

And yes, some of the plugs might
last longer if they were treated more
gently.

My constant “ragging” on users of
my own residence’s EV charger has
resulted in most of the abusers now
re-hanging up the cord respectfully.

The pics above are from the Island

Savings Credit Union, which I walk
past almost daily and often observe
the cord and sometimes the plug
lying on the ground, sometimes wet
and dirty.

Accordingly, | then hang it up and
go on my way. Just being a respon-
sible “baby-sitter” and extending
the charger’s utility.

JEREMY MILSOM,

SALT SPRING

Thanks to helpers

Last Thursday morning | was on
my mobility scooter at the corner
of Atkins Road opposite Foxglove
Farm and Garden centre attempt-
ing to connect that pathway to the
Lower Ganges Road pathway.

Coming up the short hill to the
corner, | had to stop for traffic. The
rain-washed ruts beside the pave-
ment caught my back wheels, and
the scooter wouldn’t move.

In my desperation, | saw my
neighbour Roger Brunt jump out of
his car on Atkins and run towards
me, followed by a woman from the
car behind. They lifted the back of
the scooter and moved me ahead
so that | had traction. | shouted
“Thank you” to the two excellent
neighbours and waved to all the
vehicles that had stopped on Lower
Ganges Road as | crossed to the
pathway.

My heartfelt thanks to the Salt
Spring Island travellers who stop
and help with mobility scooters.

EILEEN WTTEWAALL,

SALT SPRING

Younger fastpitch
team earns gold
medal

My name is Ryen Dunbar and |
coached the Salt Spring Island U11
girls fastpitch team alongside Erin
Lee and Kari Burgess.

| have been playing this sport for
12 years and currently play on the
Salt Spring Island U17 girls fastpitch
team. Fastpitch is my passion and |
want to share my love for the sport.
When | was their age, | specifically
remember Emma Hambrook being
such a big part in our team. She

shared her love for the game and had
a very big influence on me. | want to
give back and be someone that can
have a positive influence on young
ball players.

The U11 girls’ season began in
April. We started practising in the
school gym and eventually transi-
tioned to the small diamond on the
hydro field. Their field was definitely
not ideal (fastpitch is played on a
gravel infield and the hydro field
only has gravel around the home
plate and pitching mound), howev-
er, we made the most of it and were
thankful that we had a spot to play.

The team played more than 12
league games and went undefeat-
ed in their season! It might've been
good for them to lose a game before
going into their regional final, seeing
as they were a little overconfident,
but we made sure the girls were
humble during the tournament. The
girls began their regional final play-
ing three round robin games.

They won the first game they
played on Friday night followed
by two more victories on Saturday.
Sunday was the beginning of the
knockout games. The first game on
Sunday they won 9-6. Because they
won, they were then guaranteed
two more games that afternoon.
The second game was much more
intense than the previous. They
were matched up against Oceanside
Red. They played a close game and
fortunately won 7-1. That game sent
the girls to play for gold! The girls
played another tough game against
Central Saanich Extreme and beat
them 12-1!

I've watched fastpitch on the island
grow over the years. It's incredible to
see how far we’ve come. Going from
only three girls involved to almost 90
is pretty amazing.

These U11 girls have worked so
hard and they deserve this more than
anyone. | could not be more proud of
them and | am so happy and grateful
that | was able to be a part of this
team and work with these girls and
their amazing coaches. It was a great
end to an even better season!

I look forward to five years from
now when they are playing on the
U17 team and hope that my involve-
ment inspires them to give back and
help coach the younger teams.

RYEN DUNBAR,

SALT SPRING U11 GIRLS FASTPITCH TEAM COACH

NOTICE

Notice of intention to dispose of a vessel under section
39 of the Wrecked, Abandoned or Hazardous Vessels Act

33’ Single Mast Fiberglass Sailing Vessel, Blue Hull,
White Top with White deck and wood finish interior
located in Horton Bay Mayne Island.

This notice serves as official notice of the Minister's
intention to dispose of this vessel after 30 days from
which this notice was given.

Should you have any questions, you may contact,
Transport Canada's Navigation Protection Program at
NPPPAC-PPNPAC®tc.gc.ca or 604-775-8867
and reference file W2023-502578

15 YourR WELL WATER saFE T0 DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$50.50 per test » Results in 24 hours
Be Safe ¢ Test Annually!

MB LABS
4-2062 Henry Avenue W. 656'1 334

Sidney, B.C.V8L 1Y5

‘| AUGUST 2023 st utcsn

TIDE TABLES -

at Fulford Harbour =

When using Daylight Saving Time, one hour must be added to the predicted time in the table

DAY  TIME METRES  FEET DAY  TIME METRES  FEET
3 0406 32 105 7 0345 14 46
1139 02 07 0957 24 79

TH 1931 34 112 : MO 1431 19 62
JE LU 2114 33 108
4 0046 24 79 8 0439 11 36
0516 3.0 938 1202 25 82

FR 1222 05 1.6 1 TU 1527 24 79
VE 1958 34 112 :MA 2139 32 105
5 0148 21 69 9 0532 09 30
0635 2.7 89 1400 28 92

SA 1304 09 30 :WE 1651 27 89
SA 2023 34 112 {ME 2205 3.1 102
6 0249 17 56 10 0625 08 26
0808 2.5 82 1516 3.0 98

SU 1346 14 46 : TH 1904 29 95
DI 2048 34 112 JE 2237 3.0 938

250-537-9933
241 Fulford-Ganges Rd,
Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2K7
dsdriftwood.com

Driftwood

driftwood@gulfislandsdrif d.com - www.gulfis|
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SALTSPRINGINN.COM

SALT SPRING INN 3505379339
New Summer Hours

9am - 9pm everyday! * Amazing Breakfasts!

Islanders Working Against Violence

SAFE  FREE « CONFIDENTIAL

24/7 Violence & Abuse Helpline
& SSl Transition House
250-537-0735 or 1-877-435-7544

Sexual Assault Response Helpline
250-931-7712 or 1-833-946-1706

Outreach Services
Stopping the Violence Counselling
PEACE Program for Children and Youth
Sexual Assault Support
and Counselling

250-537-1867

Transitions Thrift Store
#119 - 109 McPhillips Ave
OPEN Tuesday -Saturday

www.iwav.org

Fall Fair
FOCUS

one of our new Classes.

Check out page 23 in the catalogue.

+ Classes 1- 13 require only 1/2 dozen eggs
« New this Year - Classes 18 & 19 are for
Juniors, 17 and under!

THE POULTRY BARN!

Your chance to bid on selected birds
to improve your breeding stock.

SUMMER
OUTDOOR
CONCERT

SERIES

BEER, WINE & CIDER, Section 11, page 28 has been
expanded! See what you have to enter of the best you make, in

WHAT’S NEW IN OUR EGG SECTION???

THERE’S ALWAYS NOISE AND ACTION IN

* Chicken Races - 10 am - 2 pm Saturday and Sunday
+ Poultry Auction 3 pm Sunday, September 10th. ..;

55/ 2023 Fal Fair is September 9t £ 101

TEA A TEMPO

Double Digits Duo ready to perform

Rykie Avenant and Catharina
de Beer are next recital
guests at All Saints

SUBMITTED BY MUSIC MAKERS

On Wednesday, Aug. 9, Music Makers
will welcome Rykie Avenant back to the
Tea a Tempo stage along with Catharina
de Beer to provide an exciting four-hands
piano concert as the Double Digits Duo at
All Saints by-the-Sea Anglican Church in
downtown Ganges.

Although de Beer and Avenant were
both born, raised and trained in South
Africa, they did not meet until their indi-
vidual paths led to the Cowichan Val-
ley. Recognizing in each other a similar
musical background and
ease of communication,
they formed a duet part-
nership and have been
exploring the vast reper-
toire for four-hands piano
for the past 10 years.

Avenant is a graduate
of the University of Stel-
lenbosch, South Africa.
After obtaining a Licenti-
ate in Piano Performance
and a Bachelor of Music
Education, she worked
as répétiteur for the
Cape Town and Pretoria
opera companies before
relocating to Canada in
1991.

Avenant came to Van-
couver Island 20 years ago
via Powell River, where
she appeared regularly
in concert for the Acad-
emy of Music, as well as at
the International Choral
Kathaumixw Festival. In
the Cowichan Valley, she
is in demand as teacher,

coach and collaborative pianist.

De Beer is a piano teacher in Cobble
Hill. She completed her Teacher’s Licenti-
ate Diploma in Piano at the University of
South Africa. She also holds a degree in
teaching with specialization in inclusive
education from the University of South
Africa.

She immigrated to Canada in 2009 and
settled in the Cowichan Valley in 2010.
She runs a highly regarded piano studio
and is a very active and valued member
of the Cowichan music education com-
munity.

In September 2019, de Beer and Avenant
became artistic co-directors of Chemainus
Classical Concerts, a non-profit organiza-

CONCERT PREVIEW

Soul singer Dos Santos at SOCS

PHOTO COURTESY MUSIC MAKERS OF THE ANGLICAN PARISH
Rykie Avenant, left, and Catharina de Beer, pianists who will present a “four-hands” concert
at All Saints on Wednesday, Aug. 9.

tion that presents a series of nine out-
standing classical concerts every year.

The Aug. 9 concert begins at 2:10 p.m.

Donations provide the honoraria for
performers and contribute to the running
of the Tea a Tempo series.

Tea and treats, for $4, will be
served immediately following the con-
cert in the hall overlooking Ganges Har-
bour.

So bring a friend or visitor to the Island,
enjoy this very special four-hands piano
performance, and then have a delicious
treat afterwards.

Tea a Tempo recitals take place every
Wednesday through summer months. The
Aug. 2 performer is Alan Moberg.

O salt spring arts

o C
///@gw/tg
Krystle Dos Santos

*
SALOME CULLEN

*
AUG 10 | 6 PM
CENTENNIAL PARK

IslandSavings

ADIVISION 0F FIR NION

(Walhelpr s T

CHASM AUDIO, THE GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD, HARBOUR HOUSE HOTEL,
SALT SPRING CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, SALTYPAY, THE SOCAN FOUNDATION
& WITH FUNDING BY THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Outdoor concert series continues
at Centennial Park

SUBMITTED BY SALT SPRING ARTS

With summer in full swing, Salt Spring Arts
presents the third week of this year's Summer
Outdoor Concert Series.

Audiences are invited to gather together
again in Centennial Park on Thursday, Aug. 10
at 6 p.m and enjoy a picnic with loved ones with
live music and Ganges Harbour sparkling in the
background.

Emerging Salt Spring Island artist Salome Cul-
len will be opening the show with his signature
roots sound. His unique performance is authen-
tic and raw, with a classic country twang and
rich storytelling through song. Cullen released
his debut eponymous album in 2023, featuring a
breath of neo-classic fresh air in a genre full of

cookie-cutter remakes.

The headliner for SOCS' third concert is Krys-
tle Dos Santos, a two-time Western Canadian
Award-winning singer/songwriter and perform-
er living on the land of the Halkomelem-speak-
ing peoples in B.C. From singing on stage with
Stevie Wonder and Michael Buble, Dos Santos’
magnetic charm, powerful vocal prowess and
eclectic style drive her live performances. From
the sultry, syncopated funky rhythms to the
classic soul and R&B infused instant classics, her
writing pays tribute to her heroes and influences
while exploring fresh new vistas of urban soul.

Music lovers should also be sure not to miss
this week’s concert with Logan Staats and Sarah
Smith, starting at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 3.

For more information about the concert series,
visit saltspringarts.com/socs.

Series marquee presenters are Salt Spring
Country Grocer and Island Savings, a division of
First West Credit Union.
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Helpful canine launches victim services career

‘Eliot" available through ICS

BY ROBB MAGLEY
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A four-year-old chocolate lab has been
winning hearts in schools and the local RCMP
detachment — and now she’s ready to offi-
cially start her career as Salt Spring’s newest
crisis support dog.

Eliot has completed her certification as a
therapy dog through the Crisis K9 program,
according to owner/handler Katie Watters, the
capstone to an education that has spanned
nearly the dog’s entire lifetime. Based from
the Salt Spring Island RCMP's Lower Ganges
Road offices, Eliot and Watters — in her role
as Police-Based Victim Services manager —
will be working with people who have been
impacted by crime and other tragic events.

The program is operated by Island Com-
munity Services, and while there isn't a history
of therapy animals at the detachment — Eliot
is the first — there has been no shortage of
detachment commanders who were “dog
people,” according to Watters.

“My dog before was a German Shepherd,
Beatrice, and she would visit the detach-
ment,” said Watters, who has been in victim
services for more than a decade. “And the
detachment commander at the time would
bring his dog; it was a very dog-friendly envi-
ronment.”

Eliot, however, is not just friendly; her train-
ing through the Crisis Canine Institute had
multiple levels, from the “basics” of dog train-
ing to getting her more accustomed to being
calm in varying situations.

EVENTS

Brick by Brick on Saturday
BY DRIFTWOOD STAFF

An effort to build an outdoor community
labyrinth on Salt Spring Island gains steam
this weekend, as organizers announced land
permission had been secured and they're
ready to raise funds for construction.

Labyrinth Team spokesperson Sarah
Belknap said the Anglican Church had grant-
ed approval to build the labyrinth on an
undeveloped portion of its cemetery prop-
erty on Upper Ganges Road, east of the inter-
section with Lower Ganges, North End and
Vesuvius Bay roads.

"“Everything needed to build the labyrinth
— the use of a terrific site, a good design, a
good construction plan and the support and
hard work of good people — is all in place,”

Labrinh fudaiser set

PHOTO BY R;JBB MAGLEY
Police-Based Victim Services manager Katie
Watters with crisis support dog Eliot.

“It began with the standard sort of stuff
you'd want most dogs to be able to do,” said
Watters, “then on to being able to direct her
to a mat 10-20 feet away, have her go and lay
down and stay — with lots of distractions.”

The last level involved being able to work
in a busy courtroom; Eliot and Watters spent
a lot of time in the rarely convened Ganges
Court, as a large portion of the dog’s mission
will be to provide comfort there.

“Her role in court will be to sit in the witness
box,” said Watters, “primarily with youth or
children, if they have to give testimony, to be
a support to them.”

She will also be “on call” to respond to

PHOTO COURTESY THE LABYRINTH TEAM
Labyrinth Team members, from left, Rosamund Woolley, Sarah Belknap, Melanie Hayne, Susan
Grace, Jacqueline Byron and Gloria McEachern show the width of a proposed labyrinth.

said Belknap. “All that's needed now are the
funds for materials and labour.”

The design imagines a 45-foot-diametre
labyrinth built to be welcoming and acces-
sible to people of all ages, according to
Belknap, with pathways of native plant spe-
cies outlined with bricks set into the ground
— safe for walking sticks, canes or walkers,
said Belknap, as well as for any children who
“can't resist” running around the labyrinth’s
circular pathways.

Starting at 9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 5, the
Labyrinth Team will hold a “Brick by Brick”
fundraiser in front of the Harbour Authority
boat launch near Centennial Park and the
Saturday Market, with pictures of the site
and design for community review, as well
as opportunities to donate to the cause —
and “dedicate bricks to people you love,”
Belknap added.

difficult events and provide comfort where
needed.

“As part of my role, | go on callouts with the
police,” said Watters. “So if there’s a motor
vehicle crash, or a death, or a next of kin noti-
fication, | would go with them. Now, Eliot
can be in the car — and if it's appropriate,

| she would come out and be a support to the

people there.”
Attending a crime scene can involve some

{ risks for Eliot, but through training and dis-
| cretion Watters can weigh them against the

benefits — if it's not appropriate, the dog will
stay home.

“For example if I know there’s a lot of glass
at a crime scene,” said Watters, “or environ-
mental challenges — like it's extraordinarily
hot and she might need to wait in the car for
some time, she’ll just stay home.”

In addition to going out with police and
attending court, Eliot has spent countless
hours in and around the community, gaining
experience interacting with humans in dif-
ferent settings from IWAV's transition house
to grades five and six classrooms. Eliot has
been seeing victim'’s services clients at Watters’
office at the RCMP detachment for some time,
Watters said, and has been quite helpful.

“She’ll be there offering support,” said

We are on the lookout

Watters. “And if someone needs to give a
statement, for example, then she can do it
with them.”

Sometimes clients want to meet and walk
and talk, she added, and Eliot’s happy to
oblige.

“We'll combine that work with Eliot,” said
Watters. “It's nice for people to sort of walk
with her and be able to stop periodically —
and get the support she offers.”

Watters said now that Eliot’s been fully cer-
tified, islanders can expect to see her at more
events and being offered by police in tragic
situations.

“If someone is a victim of crime, and they
want some support work and think that a
canine would be something helpful and ther-
apeutic for them, please reach out,” said
Watters.

And in addition to aiding clients and being
a full-time family dog, Watters said RCMP
detachment members can and do avail them-
selves of Eliot’s services.

“Even now, Eliot is a support to them as
well,” said Watters. “If they've had a particu-
larly hard callout, they know where to come
and get cuddles.”

For more information, contact Watters at
victimservices@ssics.ca.

for a community-loving,

well-organized people person to join us as

Part-time hours. Responsibilities include customer service,
distribution and accounts receivable. Proficiency with
computers and business sofware required.

Send your resume to:

Driftwood

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

241 Fulford-Ganges Rd, Salt Spring Island
250-537-9933 - gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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LOCAL NEWS

Judy Boylan

Judy Boylan, loving
mother, good  friend,
and long-time secretary
for Gulf Islands School
District #64, succumbed
to  complications from
cancer at the age of 80,
on June 23rd of 2023.
Throughout her stay at
Lady Minto Hospital,
she  remained  clear-
headed, comfortable, and
almost pain-free. Thanks again to all the hospital staff,
whose kindness and care made the end of her life more
pleasant, and sometimes even fun.

Strong to the end, she expressed no fear of death,
only disappointment that there wasn’t much time left —
probably the sweetest, gentlest, toughest woman you'll
ever meet. She will be missed.

She is survived by her son Patrick, daughter Kathleen,
brother Rex, unofficial step-daughter Christine, and
countless former students of Gulf Islands schools, who
remember her fondly. Special appreciation for Michelle
and Cliff, who've been her best friends through her last

years, and even her last moments.

There will be a memorial and celebration of life event
on Sunday, September 3rd, from noon to three in the
downstairs of the Legion. This date seemed perfect
because it’s just before the school year begins, and
her work there meant so much to her. It’s also on the
Labour Day long weckend, and labour union solidarity
was also important to her. Come say your farewells, and
wish her a safe jou:g\@‘:y home.. 5
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We sadly announce the passing of Robert (Bob) Dale
Morrisette Sr. on July 24, 2023 in his 94th year, with
his partner Patricia by his side. Bob was predeceased
by his wife Althea in 1998. Bob leaves behind his sister
Marlene Weston, partner Patricia Hewett, daughters
Christina and Leanne, son Bob, grandchildren Jessica,
Stephanie, Daniel, Amanda, Trevor and Caitlin. Great
grandchildren Brenna, Dylan and Ronnie. Extended
family members and his many good friends from the
old days and from the present. To the guys of the Friday
morning breakfast club — you are truly good friends.

Bob was born in Nelson B.C. and raised by his
grandparents in the Kerrisdale area of Vancouver where
the Morrisette Heritage House still stands today. Bob
and Althea purchased a home in Coquitlam B.C.
where they raised their family. Bob worked in the
graphics industry in Vancouver as well as running
his own business manufacturing hand made printing
plates for companies who printed corrugated boxes
and large wrapping material. Eventually Bob and
Althea retired together on Mayne Island in 1984. After
Althea’s passing, Bob moved to Salt Spring Island in
2000 where he later met his partner Patricia. Bob had
led a very active, social and creative life, participating
in many community events. Boating, fishing, camping
and bike riding were just a few of his hobbies and
doing it all into his 90’s. Bob’s glass was always half
full, perhaps the secret to his longevity.

Thank you to Dr. Reznick, all the staff at Lady
Minto Hospital and to all the family and friends who
came by to brighten up his final days. We will be
holding a Celebration of Life at a later date for close

\family and friends. )

Diana Averill Kramer (nee Phipps) died peacefully
following a series of strokes on July 25, 2023, with
husband Ernst, daughter Averill, and dog Polly by
her side in her Vancouver home. She was 86.

Diana was deeply loved by Ernst, children
Nicolaas, Stewart (Rosanne) and Averill (Tom),
stepson Ernst (Mariette), and all her grandchildren.

Daughter of Stewart and Frances Phipps, and
beloved sister of Barbara, Diana spent her carly
life in Western Canada. She raised her own family
in New York and the Netherlands before settling
on Salt Spring Island for more than 30 years with
the love of her life, Ernst, with whom she spent 48
happy and adventure-filled years.

An incredibly open, warm, and generous spirit,
Diana made life-long friendships everywhere she
went. Known widely as ’Dinny”, she was a fiercely
loyal and caring friend to those she met in Winnipeg,
New York, the Netherlands, Palm Springs, Salt
Spring, and Vancouver. She highly valued her phone
calls, correspondence, and dinners with her friends,
relationships she happily nurtured her entire life.

Diana loved the added community and music of
the Anglican Church that she shared with Ernst. She
was an active person, always attracted to the more
social aspects of tennis, golf, bridge, and walking her
dogs to Nose Point. She was an excellent interior
decorator, gardener and cook, and enjoyed painting
portraits and landscapes.

Diana loved beautiful things including flowers,
dogs, parties, and, above all, her grandchildren.
She bore the loss of her eyesight over the past
few years with courage, remaining a wonderful
conversationalist full of breezy wit and quirky turns
of phrase.

Diana will be deeply missed.

A ceremony will be held on Salt Spring Island at
a time to be announced. In lieu of flowers please
hag your pet, admire a plant, share aymeal with a

Qoved one.
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Salt SpringIsl

NATURAL
CEMETERY

2100 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 127
250-653-9884

saltspringcemetery.ca

THERE WILL BE
A MEETING OF THE

GET BACK ON TRACK!
Bad credit? Bills?

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Unemployed? Need
OF THE CENTRAL Money? We Lend!
COMMUNITY HALL 'LV°“ own your aun

ome - you qualify.
SOCIETY Pioneer Acceptance
Wednesday Corp. Member BBB.
August 16, 2023 at 1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

7:00 pm in the lower hall

at 901 North End Road.
Public welcome.
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MARNIE
KEITH-MURRAY

Marnie Keith-Murray, adventurer,
entreprencur, networker, advocate,
and sailor, made her exit on March
21, 2023. Born in Bath, England,
August 20, 1937, to David and
Nancy Keith-Murray (nee Gautschi). Sister to Peter and
Mark, mother to daughter Andrea (deceased), and sons
Paul (Trish) and Colin (Cassandra). She leaves her beloved
grandson and roomie, Ty, and her travelling grandchildren,
Ashton, Natalie and Devin.

Marnie moved from England in 1945, aged 8, to
Vancouver, acquiring a lifelong love of the sea. Schooled
in North Vancouver and at UBC in Physical Education,
she joined the RCAF, and was commissioned in 1958.
Her postings took her to Yukon and Winnipeg, where she
married and was transferred to France, living in nearby
Virton, Belgium. Andrea and Paul were born there and
Colin in Nova Scotia where she taught PE. Transferred in
1968 to Moosonee, Marnie was Town Recreation Director.
She enjoyed snowmobiling, snowshoeing, crossing frozen
rivers in the dark, and travels around Hudson Bay. Next
transfer was Trenton, ON, teaching at Bayside SS, travelling
on weekends to work with the Canadian Red Cross Water
Safety program as an examiner. In 1976, the Red Cross
lured her to Toronto as full-time Director of Youth.

After 5 years in executive search, Marnie launched
her own executive search firm in 1988. Marnie was
instrumental in shaping women’s networking in Toronto.
She ran networking nights, coordinated with other groups
and published a national directory of women'’s networks.
She was an active member of the McGill and Elmwood
clubs.

She loved Lake Ontario and joined local sailing clubs.
After spying the beautiful clubhouse of the Royal Canadian
Yacht Club, she joined in 1993. Not interested in racing on
other’s boats, she bought Capilano, her 8.7-metre sailboat.
She sailed solo all around Lake Ontario, leading to 26 years
of fun, adventure, groundings, meeting rocks, lightning
strikes and great friendships. In 2010 she was the first solo
sailor to win the Hodder Award and followed with Cruising
Squadron Sailor of the Year in 2011.

In 2001, she joined her community of friends on her
beloved Salt Spring Island in BC. Four years of sailing in the
Caribbean and Bahamas intervened and Marnie enjoyed

many adventures exploring the ICW and the islands.
After volunteering at the Vancouver Olympics, she moved
to Paris for four years, summering at RCYC on Capilano.
Her beloved daughter Andrea died in 2015 and Marnie
settled into a new life as resident Nana to 12-year-old Ty.

A wonderful seven years on the Danforth, with a
teenager who sailed, the best little dog in the world and
family close by, came to an end when ALS appeared.

Through her illness, Marnie brought together her many
friends to assist. This was a gift to all as they soon developed
a shared bond with one another. Marnie’s courage,
pragmatism, commitment to fitness, sense of adventure,

love of friends, and sheer willpower became an inspiration

She added her trademark elixir of champagne to
: She will be greatly missed.

Celebrations Celebrations

Happy 60th
on August 1st
Twins
Wolfgang
and Joe
from your
parents in
the sky,
Otto & Ingrid

GROW
YOUR
COMMUNITY

Buy Local

4 Cords Firewood

Wanted
250-930-6502

\m{ SaltSpring Hospice

Looking for
GRIEF
SUPPORT?

Hospice offers 1-on-1
and group help.
(all forinfo
250-537-2770

250-537-2770+ saltspringhospice.org
<UPRORTED 5y
5’0\3 NTQJ_

BOOKKEEPING
SERVICES ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS!

We are a talented team
of 3 in an established
bookkeeping business
with 30+ years of
experience on Salt
Spring. Construction
*Sub Contractors *Retail
*Full service bookkeeping
Meron Moroz
Bookkeeping Services -
250 537 6698

NOTICE BY
ADVERTISEMENT

In the Provincial Court
of British Columbia
Duncan registry
Court file # 10316
To: Christopher Michael
Walker
Director of Maintenance
Enforcement is applying
to the Provincial Court
for an order enforcing
support payments. The
Court has ordered that
the Summons to Default

Hearing be served

to you by way of this
advertisement.

To reply to this
application you must:
appear in court at 238
Government Street,
Duncan BC on August
30, 2023 at 9.30 am. If
you fail to attend court
on August 30, 2023 at
9.30 am, the Court may
make an order in your
absence. You can geta
copy of the document(s)
at the court registry

at the above address.
Refer to your file
number 13016.

PROTECT
OUR
PLANET...

RECYCLE
THIS
NEWS
PAPER.
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Hann, Robert
“Bob” Edward

April 6, 1940 - July 2, 2023

On Sunday, July 2nd, Bob
Hann passed away at Lady
Minto Hospital. He was 83.

Bob was born in Christchurch,
Dorset, during WWII, the younger
of two sons. As a child he sang boy soprano in
the choir of the Christchurch Priory and worked
as a professional singer. At 14, he was sent to pre-
sea training on the unheated, Victorian-era ship,
The Mercury, where, in winter, it was so cold that
cadets’ hammocks would often freeze. Along with
his nautical training, he also performed lead roles in
musicals such as Gilbert & Sullivan’s, Patience. At
17 he joined the Merchant Marines, sailing to ports
around England and abroad, such as Hamburg,
Sydney, Lima, and Hong Kong. He met his wife,
Lavinia, at a dance in Brockenhurst, Hampshire,
while on shore leave at age 23; they married in 1964
and emigrated to Canada in 1966.

Life in the new world was good: Bob found work
as an accountant for Fruehauf Trailers, bought a
house in the Toronto suburbs, and welcomed his
first child, a daughter, Joelle. In 1975, the family
moved to Victoria, where his son, William, was
born, and then settled on Saltspring. Bob worked
for the B.C. Ferries starting as a deck officer in 1975
and retiring as Master Captain in 2001.

Music was always playing in Bob’s house, whether
the Cambridge Singers, Boston Pops or Abba. He
loved golfing, fishing, woodwork, making bread,
going on cruises, and watching sports. He had a
keen sense of humour and justice, and appreciated
a glass of scotch. He also loved to learn, teaching
himself to play the organ and getting his pilot’s
license so he could fly himself to work. He enjoyed
his grandchildren and grieved the early death of his
son, Bill, from cancer, in 2012.

Bob is survived by his wife Lavinia, daughter
Joelle, daughter-in-law, Maureen, grandson Alex,
granddaughter, Sammie, and two nieces in New
Zealand, Deborah and Ingrid.

The family is grateful to the staff at Lady Minto
for their excellent care for Bob during his last six
months.

Celebration of life will be held at the Saltspring
Natural Cemetery on August 8th at 2pm.
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Concrete & Placing

Grandpaw Seeks
Aug. 14 relocation for

@, GULF
%% COAST
MATERIALS

Serving the Gulf Islands

trailer, from daughter's
pending renovation on

* Concrete h
* Concrete Pumps a;}rl lirakgs and_lh%r;dy
« Sand/Rock istory is available.

No criminal record.
Sober. References.
Please email,
bocklaus@gmail.com
or call St. Margaret of
Scotland Church on
Galiano
1-778-239-6734
(even for referral).
Thanks, Klaus.

¢ Colour & Sealers

Call to schedule
material.

All payments to be made by
credit card over the phone.

345 Rainbow Road

250-537-2611

“Phoebe”, a 23 ketch on

Galiano. My Class 4 with

Wed. Aug. 2

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo: Alan Moberg. All
Saints church. 2:10 p.m., followed by
optional tea and treats.

John Herbert. With a musical guest
on the lower deck at Moby’s Pub. 5
to 8 p.m.

Auntie Kate Trio. Tree House Cafe. 6
to 9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt Museum. Open
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and
Sundays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Drop-in Tennis. The Salt Spring
Tennis Association invites players of
all levels to play drop-in tennis at the
indoor courts at the Salt Spring Golf
and Country Club every Wednesday
and Saturday from 8:30 to 10 a.m.
until Sept. 1.

Music Bingo. Moby’s Pub. 8 to 10:30 p.m.

Thur. Aug. 3

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Arts Summer Outdoor
Concert Series: Logan Staats and
opener Sarah Smith. Centennial Park.
6to 8 p.m.

Morien Jones. Moby’s Pub lower
deck. 5 to 8 p.m.

Open Mic. At the Legion. 7:30 p.m.
Craig’s Karaoke. At Moby’s Pub. 8
p.m. to midnight.

Alan Moberg. Tree House Cafe. 6 to
9p.m.

Community Open Mic Night. Hosted
by Julia at Mateada Social Club. 8 to
11 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Neighbourhood Story Time.

Stories for young ones read by
community members or library staff
in the library’s children’s area every
Thursday from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
Bittancourt Museum. See Wednesday
listing.

Fri. Aug. 4

Billie Woods. Moby’s Pub lower deck.
5to 8 p.m.

Fridays With Dj Boomtown. Moby’s
Pub. 9 p.m. til 12:30 a.m.

Synergy. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.
Karaoke. At the Legion. 7:30 p.m.

DJ Skywater With DJ Ginger.
Mateada Social Club. 8 p.m. to
midnight.

ACTIVITIES

Tennis at Portlock Park. Salt Spring
Tennis Association invites people self-
rated at 3.0+ to play at the Portlock
Park courts every Friday from 8:30 to
10:30 a.m. to Sept. 1.

ASK Salt Spring. MLA Adam Olsen

is this week’s guest in the SIMS
courtyard. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Family Movie Matinee. Every Friday
in the library program room at 1 p.m.
Youth Board Games. For ages 6 to 13.
Children’s library area. 1 to 3 p.m.
Bittancourt Museum. See
Wednesday listing.

Sat. Aug. 5

Two Point Oh. Tree House Cafe. 6 to
9 p.m.

Sharon Bailey. Lower deck. Moby’s
Pub. 5 to 8 p.m.

Best Laid Plans. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.
to 12:30 a.m.

Bert’s Blues Band. Legion. 7:30 p.m.
Ramayana. At the Salt Spring Centre
of Yoga’'s annual Community Yoga
Retreat. 7:30 p.m.

Saturday Market in the Park.
Centennial Park market. 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.

Brick By Brick Labyrinth Fundraiser.
Make a donation and dedicate bricks
to people you love for a new project
to build a labyrinth. In front of the
Harbour Authority boat launch near
Centennial Park and the Saturday
Market. From 9 a.m. through the
afternoon.

Drop-in Tennis. See Wednesday
listing.

Sun. Aug. 6

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Jazz Jam. Singers, players and fans
welcome. The Legion. 3to 6 p.m.
Vixx. Moby’s Pub lower deck. 5 to 8
p.m.

Stephanie Rhodes. Tree House Cafe.
6to 9 p.m.

Latte Da Talent Show. At the Salt
Spring Centre of Yoga's annual
Community Yoga Retreat. 7 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Satsang. At the annual Community
Yoga Retreat. Salt Spring Centre of
Yoga. 12:30 p.m.

Bittancourt Museum. See
Wednesday listing.

Mon. Aug. 7

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

BC Day Tent Party. At the Legion.
Synergy at noon, The Bandits at 1:15
p.m., Broooooce at 2:45 p.m. and
Islanders Jam at 4 p.m.

Vargo. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

Yagna. At the Salt Spring Centre
of Yoga’s annual Community Yoga
Retreat. 9:30 a.m.

Tue. Aug. 8

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Ashton Bachman & Guest. Lower
deck at Moby’s Pub. 5 to 8 p.m.
Country Band With Open Mic. At the
Legion. 6 to 9 p.m.

Marianne Grittani. Tree House Cafe. 6 to
9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Tuesday Farmers’ Market. Hosted by
the Salt Spring Community Market
Society in Centennial Park. 1:30 to
5:30 p.m.

Trivia Tuesday. At Moby’s Pub. 7:30
p.m.

Tue. Aug. 8

ACTIVITIES

Street Sweeping Gathering. Meet at
Embe Bakery parking lot to sweep
the gravel off the road and improve
bike safety on Fulford-Ganges Road.
Wear a neon safety vest and bring

a push broom if you've got one!
Extras will be on hand. 7 p.m. Info:
sweepourstreetsssi@gmail.com.

Wed. Aug. 9

Tea a Tempo: Double Digits Duo.
Catharina de Beer and Rykie Avenant
perform a four-hands piano concert.
All Saints church. 2:10 p.m., followed
by optional tea and treats.

John Herbert. With a musical guest
on the lower deck at Moby’s Pub. 5

to 8 p.m.
K-Tones. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.
Wed. Aug. 9

ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt Museum. See last
Wednesday'’s listing.

Music Bingo. See last Wednesday's
listing.

CINEMA

¢ Indiana Jones and the Dial of
Destiny runs Wednesday-Thursday,
Aug. 2-3 at 7 p.m. Then Mission
Impossible - Dead Reckoning Part
One is the movie from Friday, Aug. 4
to Thursday, Aug. 10 at 7 p.m. nightly
plus a 3 p.m. matinee on Sunday.

See thefritz.ca for more movie info
or phone 250-538-7718.

EXHIBITIONS

¢ Carol James presents On the
Lighter Side, a collection of 2D and
3D work, at Salt Spring Gallery
through Aug. 16. Gallery hours are
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through
Saturdays.

¢ Elemental: Wood and Metal, a
multi-artist Showcase Exhibition on
the stage at Artcraft at Mahon Hall,
runs daily, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., until
Aug. 14.

¢ League 181 painters — Borbas/
Eyles/Hodgins/Wickland/Wilson —
present CONNECTIONS, an exhibit
of paintings in the Artspring lobby
through Aug. 30, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tuesday to Friday and around events
at Artspring.

¢ PK Macdonald shows Summer,
colour field paintings, the library
program room through August.

¢ 55th annual Artcraft gallery and
shop of work by 100 Gulf Islands
artisans is on at Mahon Hall daily
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. through the
summer months.

Street Sweeping

Meet at Embe Bakery to help sweep

Fulford-Ganges Road.
Tuesday, AUGUST 8
7p.m.

THRIFTY FOODS tf

Ganges, Mouat's Centre 7:30am to 9pm
Customer Service 250-537-1522
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Salt Spring Pride - 2023
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PHOTO BY ALAN BIBBY

Michelle Grant joins the crowd in singing and forming PHOTO BY GAIL SIUBERG
the letters to the Village People's Y.M.C.A. song at the A spirited youth contingent leads Saturday's Pride parade as the marshals.
end of the parade.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN
Keegan McEvoy from Edmonton performs at
the Farmers' Institute festival site.

PHOTO BY NANCY JOHNSON PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN
Two of some 61 festival volunteers Perfect leggings for Pride
having fun at the Farmers' Institute Parade day.
site are Erin Magley, left, and Kim
Ridgway.

PHOTO BY NANCY JOHNSON
Derek Thompson, director of
Indigenous Engagement, UBC
PHOTO BY REMY FIELDING Medicine, and a hereditary chief PHOTO BY REMY FIELDING
One of several of Ditidaht First Nation performs Jack Jacquest sings at the post-
signs seen in the at the festival's opening parade rally at the library.
parade. ceremony on Friday.

HearinglLife
Formerly NEXGEN HEARING ).

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN
Vicki Smudge
performs after the
parade, where she
rode on the BC
Ferry and Marine
Workers Union
float. Members PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG
noted they were Paramedic Jazzi Griffiths rides a
“on time" that day.  bear in the parade.

people who love 1
ears to try rgvgtlulionary
hearing aids for é

Improve your hearing, This year, make the most of your summer
improve your health. experiences with better hearing. Find the
Love your ears hearing aid that is right for you.

Book your FREE hearing aid trial today!

SALT SPRING ISLAND 1108-115 Fulford Ganges Road
1-888-650-3822

[0) 5+ [o] IVIRITIIRSEI™ NSP-WNTD-DRFTW

Book online
HearinglLife.ca/Wanted

o Hearinglife

Formerly NEXGEN HEARING)

Love Your Ears |

no cost. The
il apply. Child

PHOTO BY BROOKE MCLEOD

3. *Source: Worl

VA ISR, s FRHATHE e Underine College W Salt Spring Pride Parade as seen from behind on Purvis Lane.




