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HIGH FIVES: From left, Salt Spring Special Olympics bocce coach Ross Harvey and athletes Chris Joynson and Mahjor Bains celebrate a great throw 
by Bains during a practice at Centennial Park on Thursday. This Sunday, Aug. 11, the team hosts other players from Vancouver Island in a tournament at 
Portlock Park. People are invited to come out and cheer on the local team and enjoy a fun day at the park. 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The Capital Regional District’s animal 
control office has taken steps to declare a 
dangerous dog on Salt Spring after hear-
ing reports that several people, includ-
ing children, have been bitten in recent 
months.

Department manager Don Brown said 
that a German shepherd-mix named 
Smokey is now considered to be dangerous. 
If located, bylaw enforcement offi cers will 
order the owner to have the dog leashed 
and muzzled at all times. The dog could be 
seized if found on the loose and could be 
ordered to be re-homed or returned with 
conditions if the matter went to court.

“We want to get this dog muzzled and 
contained at the very least,” Brown said 

Thursday.
Yuki Shibato’s nine-year-old son Salama 

is one of the people to have been attacked. 
He was bitten on the afternoon of June 
18 during the Tuesday Farmers Market. 
Salama was playing hide and seek with his 
younger brother Noam and another friend. 
He was running through the park when the 
dog ran up and bit his side at the waist.

Shibata said her husband treated the 
bleeding wound with a natural sanitizer 
at fi rst. They took their son to the hospital 
for shots a few days later. The doctor there 
did not believe rabies was an issue, but was 
concerned about possible tetanus. 

The Shibatas also reported the incident 
to the CRD but did not receive the response 
they expected. According to Yuki, a bylaw 
enforcement offi cer told them the person 

who owned the dog had left the island so it 
was no longer an issue. However, the family 
had seen the dog around town and knew it 
belonged to someone else. They said they 
reported this but did not see action from 
bylaw enforcement.

“We are so sad. They did nothing to 
help,” Shibata said. 

Shibata said her family are animal lovers 
and did not want the dog put down. They 
did want something done to protect other 
people.

Social media reports suggest Smokey 
has repeatedly been a menace — ironically 
striking on CRD properties like Centennial 
Park, Mouat Park and the public library 
patio.
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Still time to register for Camp Colossal!
 

Check out page 8 of our leisure guide, 
visit our website or call 250.537.1402 for 

camp details and registration
Location: SSI Elementary School Gym

MONFRI 8:30AM 3:30PM – weekly or daily registration options available.
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IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
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approval or changes.
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the production team time to

make the changes indicated.
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response by
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this ad goes to press in this format.
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TIDE TABLES
at Fulford Harbour

AUGUST 2019 HNP Z+8
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248 Upper Ganges Road  •  Monday - Friday 9am-5pm 
250-931-4020  •  www.midislemarine.com

Full Service Marine & 
Equipment Repairs
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Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

Be Prepared
Safety needs to 
be a priority
______________

EMERGENCY
preparedness

Salt Springer’s ...  
What is the best way to 
disinfect water?
•  The best way to kill germs such as bacterial, viruses 

and parasites, is to boil the water.

•  Boil water at a full boil for at least one minute. If you 
are using an automatic shut-off  kettle, make sure the 
water has boiled for one minute. At elevations over 
2,000 meters (6,500 feet) boil water for at least two 
minutes to disinfect it.

•  Let the water cool. Always store your clean water in 
clean containers made for storing food or water.

•  Boiling DOES NOT make heavily polluted water safe.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $6.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes$99

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $6.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

$99

Bylaw enforcement search on for dog

“It is disgraceful that this has not 
been resolved yet,” Cathie Grindler 
wrote in a Facebook post. “I believe 
the number of people bitten is at 
least 10.”

Grindler said she personally wit-
nessed two people being bitten out-
side the library. The same dog is also 
known to have bitten one of The 
Comedy of Errors’ cast members 
who was rehearsing in Centennial 
Park.

In Grindler’s experience, the dog 
appears calm but suddenly lunges, 
causing “serious biting injury to 
anyone in striking distance.”

The Shibatas have since heard 
from a young woman who has  
taken Smokey on, replacing the 
previous owner. She explained in 
an email the nine-month-old dog 
suffers from anxiety due to his past 
situation, and said she is doing her 
best to train him out of his bad 
behaviour.

According to the CRD’s web-
site, almost all biting dogs attack 
because they feel threatened and 
bite out of fear.

“It is most important that you do 

not turn your back, run or scream. 
All of these submissive acts will 
encourage the dog to continue its 
attack,” the website states.

Brown said one of the things mak-
ing it hard for the CRD to resolve the 
situation is Smokey’s various owners 
have been of no fixed address. One 
of them may have lived on a boat 
in the harbour. As well, the island’s 
head bylaw enforcement officer 
Wolfgang Brunnwieser has been on 
leave and returned after an extend-
ed absence just this week.

Brown said Brunnweiser and two 
auxiliary staff were set to patrol 
over the long weekend and would 
also be at the Tuesday Farmers Mar-
ket. Anyone who sees the dog can 
phone CRD animal control at 1-800-
665-7899.

Brown said dog complaints usual-
ly go up across the regional district 
whenever the weather gets better 
and more people are outside. Salt 
Spring complaints in general do not 
seem to be higher than the other 
Gulf Islands or municipalities. 

More information on danger-
ous dogs and how to respond to 
a potential attack can be found at 
www.crd.bc.ca/service/animals-pets/
animal-complaint/biting-dogs.

Photo by elizabeth nolan

Salama Shibata, age nine, shows where he was 
bitten by a dog on June 18.

dangerous dog
continued from  1

Photo by elizabeth nolan

OPEN FOR BUSINESS: Kealani Hill welcomes 
banking customers at Camp Wildwood, where kids learn 
about community and commerce by working at various 
jobs and then sharing the profits in camp dollars. The 
camp put on by Wildwood Self Directed Education Centre 
founders Chelsea Bohnert and Terry Strafford was held at 
Beaver Point Hall from July 29 to Aug. 2. 

TRANSFER STATION

Fine art rescued
Steffich team 
recognizes 
‘Blackburn Mall’ find

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

A local art lover whose col-
lection was mistakenly sent 
to the trash has recovered the 
lost items, thanks in part to 
the sorting program at Salt 
Spring Garbage Service.

Artist Peter McFarlane has 
been volunteering at the com-
pany’s transfer station every 
Wednesday for the past 14 
years. He helps a disabled man 
sort items at the “Blackburn 
Mall,” where members of the 
public can purchase goods 
that are too good to actually 
throw away, by donation.

McFarlane was on shift 
recently when he noticed 
a large pile of artworks had 
come in and looked like they 

might be valuable. When he 
contacted his gallery, Steffich 
Fine Art, owner Matt Steffich 
was able to confirm not just 
the value, but the person who 
had last owned the works — at 
least one of which was pur-
chased at his gallery. It turned 
out they had been stored with 
a friend and accidentally dis-
posed of. 

Items sold at the Blackburn 
Mall help provide funds for sev-
eral scholarships that Salt Spring 
Garbage owners John and Carla 
Ellacott have established for 
local high school students, along 
with donations to five charities 
and emergency relief. Carla said 
they dispersed $20,000 last year. 
Most of the time, the items are 
deposited intentionally.

“You never know what trea-
sures you are going to find 
there,” Carla Ellacott said, 
adding, “We were all thrilled 
the artwork was returned to 
the owner, who wanted it.”



Wetland restoration 
also performed

By JOE AKERMAN 
Stqeeye’ Learning Society

Cowichan had two canoe fami-
lies take part in the 30th annual 
Tribal Canoe Journeys to Lummi,  
with a record 113 canoes and 
well over 12,000 people in atten-
dance. Teams arrived on July 24 
for four days of around-the-clock 
protocol at the Lummi Nation Big-
house. Luschiim’s (Arvid Charlie) 
Quw’utsun canoe and Tousilum’s 
(Ron George) Xwaaqw’um canoe 
made the three-day trip from 
from Kil-pah-las (Cowichan Bay) to 
Lummi Nation (Bellingham, Wash).  

After two months of prac-
tice out of Kil-pah-las, 15-year-
old Crysta Charlie and her mom 
Audrey George paddled for the 
first time together in the new 
Xwaaqw’um canoe. 

“At the beginning I was really 
nervous to travel such a far dis-
tance, but when I realized we had 
lots of people with us and mostly 
family, I got used to it,” said Crysta 
Charlie. “And I enjoyed the ener-
gy of dancing and singing and 
talking to people during our trip 
and at protocol.” 

Audrey George shared about 
her daughter: “She absolutely 
loved Tribal Journeys this year. It 
was powerful. [It’s] a chance of a 
lifetime to be able to paddle with 
my daughter on our family canoe. 
We don’t live in a time where we 

can live off the land anymore. 
Travelling on the water together, 
having the baskets for collecting 
shellfish, we don’t have much of 
the food left anymore. Our moth-
er Earth has been put on the back 
burner, but we are now in a crisis 
situation in each community and 
worldwide.”

The Stqeeye’ Learning Society, 
of which Audrey is a board mem-
ber, is the formal group behind 
much of the cultural work tak-
ing place at Xwaaqw’um (Bur-
goyne Bay). Audrey, who is also 
the manager of M’akola Hous-
ing Society and formerly with 
Cowichan Tribes for 10 years in 
the Quw’utsun Syuw’entst Lelum 
(culture and education depart-
ment), shares why she joined the 
Stqeeye’ board.

“The work we are doing at 
Xwaaqw’um is culturally rele-
vant. We have to have balance 
between the Western and cultural 
and modern world. We can’t rely 
on one over the other. We have 
to integrate both of the worlds 
in order to be successful. No mat-
ter what ethnicity we come from, 
we need that balance. Success at 
Xwaaqw’um means taking care 
of our territory, replenishing 
the ground and water, bringing 
awareness and maintaining our 
culture and identity.”

Well into the fifth year of 
programs, the many volunteers 
behind the work at Xwaaqw’um 
Village continue the work of 
strengthening Coast Salish culture 

on Salt Spring Island. Quw’utsun 
elders, youth, schools and mem-
bers of the Salt Spring commu-
nity regularly come together to 
connect with each other, share 
food, stories, Quw’utsun culture 
and skills, and the joy of being 
together on the land.

Along with mending relation-
ships through strengthening 
of Hul’q’umi’num culture, the 
land itself needs restoration to 
allow for endangered ecosystems 
and local foods to once again 
thrive at Xwaaqw’um. Cowichan 
elders are leading this work with 
support from BC Wildlife Fed-
eration and BC Parks. Releasing 
the natural inland water flows 
at Xwaaqw’um from the rapid 

diversion by agricultural ditch-
es will help bring rare wetland 
plants used for weaving and 
other plant and animals species 
back.

To learn more about wetland 
and stream restoration planned 
at Xwaaqw’um, see next week’s 
article in the Driftwood: The 
Path to Water Conservation—
Xwaaqw’um Wetland Restora-
tion. 

People are also invited to a 
public information session on 
Thursday, Aug. 15 at 6:30 p.m. to 
see the site, near the entrance of 
Xwaaqw’um / Burgoyne Bay Pro-
vincial Park. We look forward to 
sharing more information with 
the community.
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News 
briefs

Scam 
warning 
issued

The Canada Border Ser-
vices Agency is  warning 
the public about ongoing 
email ,  text messages or 
telephone scams in which 
people posing as officials 
from the CBSA are asking 
for personal information, 
including social insurance 
numbers.

The methods used by the 
scammers to communicate 
with the public, and the 
rational provided to jus-
tify being in contact with 
the  v i c t im,  a re  var ied , 
ever changing, but always 
designed to lure the pub-
lic into providing personal 
information.

In some cases, these scams 
use false CBSA information. 
Telephone calls may display 
numbers  and employee 
names that appear to be 
from the CBSA. Emails may 
contain CBSA logos, email 
addres se s  or  employee 
names and titles to mislead 
the readers.

The CBSA says it is impor-
tant to note that the CBSA 
never initiates a request 
for social insurance number 
and credit card number by 
telephone or email. If an 
individual receives a tele-
phone call or an email ask-
ing for this information, or 
requesting payments from 
the CBSA, it is a scam.

Shirley 
Valentine on 
new stage

Theatre lovers  have a 
treat to enjoy this weekend 
as Grace Jordan presents 
the acclaimed comedy by 
Willy Russell called Shirley 
Valentine. 

Jo rdan  ce lebra te s  15 
years of playing the iconic 
role in the southern Gulf 
Is lands and surrounding 
areas. 

Shirley Valentine is the 
story of a stifled and stuck 
wife and mother who even-
tually finds the courage to 
radically change her life. 

The show runs at the new 
stage and outdoor theatre 
at Stonewell Farm, which 
is also the actress’ home 
at 1852 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 
Greek tapas and a wine bar 
are also part of the even-
ing. Gates open at 6 p.m. 
with the show starting at 
7:30 p.m. 

Half of the proceeds will 
be donated to charity. 

salt spring island
foundation

Supporting  
Community  
Belonging

We Can Help

The Salt Spring Island Foundation is 

now accepting fall grant applications 

with a deadline of September 30.  

We are hosting a grant-writing  

workshop on September 6 at 10 a.m. 

RSVP to kisae@ssifoundation.ca.  

For information on applying for a 

grant, visit ssifoundation.ca

YEA RS of   G
IV

IN
G35

Grant applications invited

Photo courtesy Stqeeye’ Learning Society

Cowichan canoe paddlers steering a dugout to Lummi Nation are, from 
left, Clayton George, Wilkie George, Karen George, Benny George and 
Quentin Thorne.

the community, and to demonstrate a 
commitment to supporting others around 
the world who still do not enjoy equality 
and safety because of who they are and 
who they love. All supportive individuals 
or groups are welcome to join the parade.

•  Pride Celebration in the Driftwood 
Centre plaza, immediately following the 
parade. Unique performances, a multi-
tude of musicians, prominent speakers 
and informative professionals all come 
together for a family-friendly event to cel-

ebrate with our LGBTQ+ friends and allies. 
There will also be informative displays, 
presentation tables and friendly faces 
ready to answer peoples’ questions, make 
new friends and build connections with 
anyone who feels so inspired. The fun and 
camaraderie will run until about 3 pm.

More information is available from the 
Pender Island Pride Committee at: pend-
erprideday@gmail.com, through the Face-
book page Pender Pride Day or on Insta-
gram @penderprideday.

FIRST NATIONS

Canoeists journey to Lummi Nation

LGBTQ+

Pender Island happy to host first Pride festival
Everyone welcome Aug. 15-17

Pender Island is set to hold its inaugural Pender 
Island Pride Festival on the Aug. 15-17 weekend. 

“Everyone is welcome at Pender Island Pride, 
with a special focus on supporting LGBTQ+ 
youth,” states a press release from the organizing 
committee. “Our mission is to promote knowl-
edge, inclusivity, acceptance, respect, and love, all 
while having fun.” 

Festival events include: 
• Wednesday, Aug. 14, 4 to 7 p.m. at St. Peter’s 

Church Hall, 4703 Canal Rd.: Prepping for Pride, 
fun sign-making party. Everyone is welcome to 
come and get creative. Supplies are provided, 
although people can bring their own as well, to 
make signs and banners for the Pride Parade. 

• Thursday, Aug. 15 at 7:30 p.m. at the Kraken 
Theatre at Port Browning: LGBTQ+ Movie Night 
screening of The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen 
of the Desert. This fun, yet thought-provoking 
romp across the Australian Outback is a classic 
flick with great music, beautiful scenery and 
complex characters. There may even be dancing 
in the aisles! 

• Friday, Aug. 16, 6 to 8 p.m. at 6621 Harbour 
Hill Drive: Friday Night Pride - A Social Mixer for 
the LGBTQ+ Community and their Allies featur-
ing live music, canapés, and a cash bar. Hosted by 
Sea Star Estates Farm & Vineyards and the Pender 
Pride Committee

• Saturday, Aug. 17 starting at noon from the 
Driftwood Centre (with participants gathering 
in the marshalling area starting at 11:30 a.m.): 
Pride Parade. A festive opportunity for LGBTQ+ 
folk and many allies to be visible and show sup-
port for the diversity of people who make up 
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Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

Here’s 
My Card
SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR
•  Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
•  Authorized Warranty Technician 
•  Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
•  Licensed Refrigeration
•  Fully Insured & Security Screened
•  Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net
www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Residential & 
Commercial Glass 

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SPRING & SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to 
stereos, tune up parts to mag wheel socket sets, pickup 
everything you need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Home is Where the Heart is

Jane Owen
(HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947
www.caregiverjane.com

In-Home Assisted Living

Home is Where the Heart is

Jane Owen
(HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947call me at 250 217 6947

s

TRANSPORTATION

Commission affirms priorities

Transit expansion 
recommended for 2020

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Replacing Salt Spring’s diesel buses 
once they age out of service with elec-
tric vehicles is being recommended by 
the Salt Spring Island Transportation 
Commission as a result of a strategic 
planning session that took place on 
July 29.

Capital Regional District director 
Gary Holman, who is doubling as SSITC 
chair, reported the commission heard 
from delegate Kjell Liem and com-
missioner Gary Lehman about new 
possibilities for using Canadian-made 
products. Both Liem and Lehman are 
members of Salt Spring Communi-
ty Energy, and have been exploring 
energy-efficient transportation pos-
sibilities for School District 64.

Holman said the discussion came 
about by chance on the same day 
that BC Transit and the provincial gov-
ernment announced plans to make 
the fleet completely electric by 2040, 
starting with larger buses in urban 
centres.

“That’s great; that’s fantastic. Our 
community is saying we’d rather do it 
sooner than later,” Holman said, not-
ing some of Salt Spring’s buses will 
need replacing within around five 
years.

“Salt Spring is already known as the 
most successful rural transit system in 
B.C. We’re exemplary,” Holman added. 

“We’re leaders, and we want to be 
leaders in this as well.”

Increased transit options on the 
island, including the introduction of 
bus service to Beddis and Cusheon 
Lakes roads, is proposed for June 2020 
as part of the strategic planning exer-
cise. The commission voted last week 
to recommend the CRD and BC Tran-
sit support the new route ahead of 
schedule, which was originally pro-
posed for 2021. A second expansion 
for June 2020 would add earlier ser-
vice Sunday and holiday mornings on 
some routes.

Holman said the commission cur-
rently has enough room in its tax req-
uisition for the two initiatives, which 
will take less than $20,000 per year 
to fund. Growth beyond 2022 will 
require both taking the tax requisi-
tion up to its allowable maximum, and 
then increasing it. Currently the annu-
al transit requisition is set at $217,000, 
which costs the average homeown-
er $32 per year. A proposed transit 
expansion could see that amount 
increase starting in 2020. 

Holman said that tax rates for transit 
were not increased greatly during the 
previous term under director Wayne 
McIntyre, with more reliance placed 
on an operating surplus that is fed 
by fare box returns. Since this will be 
unsustainable in just a few years, the 
community may face a higher jump 
than usual to catch up. Holman said a 
20 per cent increase will be required at 
the minimum, although he will likely 
suggest a higher increase. He will hold 

a public session after the CRD’s draft 
budget proposal is created this fall.

The commission has also settled on 
some priorities for the transporta-
tion side of its portfolio for the com-
ing year. Accepting that most of the 
members, including Holman, are new 
to the group, they decided to focus 
on getting some outstanding proj-
ects completed before tackling any 
new ideas. The top two priorities will 
be finishing the North Ganges Trans-
portation Plan, with pedestrian and 
cycling improvements on Lower Gan-
ges Road at Rainbow Road, and the 
new pathway on Lower Ganges from 
Booth Canal Road to Central.

Holman said the CRD is still working 
on getting the heritage site alteration 
permit required to complete drainage 
work on the shoreline at the end of 
Rainbow Road. Further delays have 
come through staffing issues, with 
no engineer in place since January. 
Holman said a new engineer for Salt 
Spring has been hired and will start 
work in September. After that person 
comes on, the CRD will work to fill an 
engineering tech position to aid the 
engineer.

The other pathway project has also 
run into complications because of a 
culvert and steep bank near the Booth 
Canal end. Holman said an initial 
cost estimate came in much higher 
than expected. The commission has 
$315,000 budgeted toward the proj-
ect, including a $100,000 Shaw Family 
Grant. They plan to get started on the 
less complicated section from Central 
to Baker Road as soon as possible, and 
to seek partnership with the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure 
on the trickier portion. 

Once those two main goals are 
accomplished, Ganges Hill will be the 
next big focus. Holman said the com-
mission will review the three options 
for pedestrian and cycling improve-
ments that CRD Regional Parks came 
up with in 2014. He said more pub-
lic consultation will likely be needed 
since the last exercise was some time 
ago. The commission will again look 
to partner with MoTI.

Smaller goals for the coming year 
will be to work on accessibility and 
pedestrian safety issues in Ganges 
village, perhaps by utilizing the CRD 
parks maintenance crew. Advocacy 
work will continue on road and inter-
section safety and speed limits, Hol-
man said.

Photo by elizabeth nolan

A Salt Spring Transit bus heads to town from Fernwood on B.C. Day. Earlier Sunday/
holiday trips are among the service expansions proposed for next year.

marine pollution

Diesel spill pushes into Ganges Harbour
Source still undetermined

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Canada Coast Guard members were on site at Ganges 
Harbour last Wednesday morning to contain and remove 
a marine fuel spill.

Jim Heath, Harbour Authority of Salt Spring Island 
manager, said the clean-up operation had ended by mid-
day. The spill was first detected by a boat owner who was 
moored at one of HASSI’s downtown docks on the night of 
Tuesday, July 30.

Heath said the boater called 911 and got a response 
from Salt Spring Fire Rescue. Their members arrived at the 
same time as a returning Coast Guard crew, who took over 
the operation from there.

“I’m very appreciative of my boater for making the 

appropriate call,” Heath said. 
Staff at the Coast Guard’s marine fuel spill report line 

said that crews got to work on an environmental response 
near the floatplane dock around 8 a.m. They employed 
booms around the marina to contain the fuel and pads to 
clean up some product. 

The source of the spill had not been determined as of 
Monday.

Heath said a fuel sheen was also spotted near the Three 
Sisters Islands last week. That seemed to confirm a suspi-
cion the diesel came in from a spill further out in the har-
bour, based on the combination of the wind and the tide 
the previous night.

“The best guess is that it’s marked diesel,” Heath said, 
noting the characteristic red colouring. “Now we’re trying 
to find out who might have had it and who might have 
been travelling in that area that night.”
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Beat the drought!
ALL SHAPES
ALL SIZES

Call today for local distributor
1-800-661-4473

offi ce@premierplastics.com

Find the Right Plastic Tank 
for your Needs!

www.premierplastics.com

Salt Spring Handyman
Christoper King

Handyman - Husband - Dad

Install/Repair/Maintenance of many household items

778-984-7369
info@SaltSpringHandyman.com
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SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Here’s 
My Card

•Tax preparation (personal, 
corporate, estate)

•Tax planning 
•Auditing not-for-profi ts 

charities/stratas/corporations 
•Consulting for buying/selling/

starting a business
340 Lower Ganges Road  

250-537-9742

The numbers don’t lie
SERVICES OFFERED 
INCLUDE:

Chartered Professional Accountants

340 Lower Ganges Road  

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant

Gulf Islands Driftwood
Gulf Islander • Aqua
Gulf Islands Tourism
Gulf Islands Real Estate
driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com

Follow us on Facebook 

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 

V8K 2V3 Canada

Ph: 250-537-9933 ext: 211   
CELL: 250-221-2419

www.driftwoodgimedia.com  
scommand@driftwoodgimedia.com

Shirley Command
ACCOUNT MANAGER

Rainbow Road 
Trading 
Now Open at 

501 Rainbow Rd. 

Everyday 10.30-3.30
250 537 6466

Prices are better 
than they were in town!!’

Capital Regional District

Notice of Process Change

For CRD Building Permit Applications
Requiring Zoning and Land Use Approval
from Islands Trust
Effective July 2, 2019 the CRD Building Inspection department requires that
applicants contact Islands Trust for Land Use approval prior to applying for
a Building Permit for applicants on Salt Spring Island and the Southern Gulf
Islands.

For more information please contact 250.360.3230 (Victoria) or 250.537.2711
(Salt Spring Island), or visit www.crd.bc.ca.

UTILITIES 

NSSWD looks at solar energy
Backup power source could be in water 
district’s future

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The North Salt Spring Waterworks District will be looking 
into implementing solar power at their office to ensure con-
tinued operation in the case of an emergency, and to reduce 
their reliance on the conventional power grid for day-to-day 
operations.

The decision to explore options was made by board trust-
ees at their Aug. 1 meeting.

A recommendation from district staff was put forward 
for the installation of propane-powered generators to act 
as a backup in the case of emergency. The recommendation 
looked at propane because it would be easy to implement 
by this winter. However, after calculating the cost of the 
project, board member Gary Gagné recommended looking 
into a solar option. 

“Adding up some of the numbers here for the genera-
tor, tanks, switches, gas fitters and whatnot, it comes out 
to roughly $37,000,” Gagné said during the meeting. “For 
$37,000, a pretty decent solar system could be put in place 
and this site happens to be in a good solar area.”

NSSWD’s services affect around 7,500 people on the 
island, either directly or indirectly through contract work 
with the CRD. In the event of an emergency like the Dec. 20 
windstorm or the snowstorm in February, the utility’s goal 
is to maintain services and have an emergency operations 
centre for their staff and for communications purposes. 

“It was brutal for us last winter,” said district manager Ron 
Stepaniuk during last week’s board meeting. “[Emergency 

power is] an improvement and it allows us to do our job 
better.”

Having a powered hub would also benefit the district 
operators, who would be able to recuperate and warm up 
in a lighted and safe facility. 

“Talking about working in hazardous conditions, we want 
to have this for our staff too,” Stepaniuk added. “We want a 
place for them to check in, so we know how they are, where 
they are, things like that.”

Though the original idea presented to the board at the 
meeting was to install a large propane tank at the district 
office, which would provide partial power for up to one 
week before needing to be refilled, Gagné asked about 
the possibility of converting to solar power. Other board 
members were in agreement with the idea. They said solar 
had added benefits such as lowering the district’s hydro bill, 
being useable not only in emergencies but year round, and 
setting an example for the island and investing in environ-
mentally friendly technology. 

“Do we just stay doing the same old same old in burning 
fossil fuels? Or do we show some leadership to the commu-
nity?” Gagné asked. “Once we have a solar system set up, 
we don’t have to wait for an emergency to use that solar 
system. We can use it on a daily basis, especially in the sum-
mertime when there’s lots of excess power. We could even 
consider the option of selling power back to the grid.”

Stepaniuk’s report also included consideration for buying 
two small generators that could be dispatched to smaller 
systems on the island to maintain service levels in the case 
of emergency. 

The board voted to ask staff to investigate the idea of con-
verting the facility to solar power, and the issue will come 
back to a future board meeting for discussion. 

SD64

Counselling program revamped for fall
Outer islands program expanded

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The Gulf Islands School District and Salt Spring 
Island Community Services will reinvigorate their 
joint school counselling program with money from 
the provincial government. 

Funded through the Ministry of Education’s 
Community LINK program, the program does not 
take any money from the school district’s regular 
budget. Rather, the funding is provided for all 60 
school districts in the province to help with their 
vulnerable student populations. In 2018-19, SD64 
received $161,090 through Community LINK. This 
money can fluctuate each year, which has led to 
a drop in school counsellor positions from three 
full-time positions in the 1990s to just over two FTE 
positions in 2019. 

“Every year we were tapering off service as a 
reaction to budgets. This year we decided that it 
had to be good quality and we kind of reinvigo-
rated it,” said SSICS executive director Rob Grant. 

Two areas that SSICS and SD64 will improve are 
in ensuring regular and reliable counselling services 
at both the middle school and the high school, 
and providing increased services on the other Gulf 
Islands. 

“I think that’s the thing we should be proud-
est of,” Grant said. “The smaller the community, 
the harder it is to serve. You have to really cobble 
together and integrate that service in creative ways. 
So on the other islands, we’re combining that service 
with work we do for the Ministry for Child and Fam-
ily Services. We’re bringing together resources from 
different places and coordinating them.”

Students in the other islands had been supported 
by a music therapist with the school district. After 
the retirement of that employee, the school district 
was able to reallocate funds for the new counsel-
ling program. 

School district director of instruction Doug Livings-
ton said in a press release that “While we miss the 
support offered by skilled staff who are leaving, this 
has opened up a new opportunity to . . . provide reg-
ular school-based counselling on these four islands.”  

Counselling staff are employed by SSICS, which 

contracts out to the school. The 
positions on Salt Spring will be 
continuations of previous con-
tracts, and SSICS will be posting for 
the outer islands position. 

“We’ve been really happy with 
our relationship to the school dis-
trict, and this is another example 
of problem-solving a bit together,” 
Grant said. “This particular rela-
tionship is nice because the people 
who are kind of paying the bill are 
actually involved. We have long-
term relationships with them and 
we can kind of get good work 
done.”

School counsellors employed 
by Community Services are a way 
to bridge the gap between a stu-
dent’s academic needs and other 
mental health and family needs. 
While the schools are able to 
address any needs related to aca-
demics or school performance, it is 
when students experience broader 

issues that the counsellors step in. 
“When it gets more compli-

cated, that’s when our counsel-
lors would typically be involved. 
The more complicated things get, 
90 per cent of the time there’s 
something going on with the 
family dynamics. The school and 
the school counsellors just don’t 
have that reach or that focus to 
do that,” Grant said.

“It’s not family therapy or any-
thing. When there’s different kinds 
of family dynamic issues — which 
could be anything like poverty and 
housing issues, or a family that’s 
going through a transition, or it 
could be a significant issue with-
in the family . . . Our counsellor 
has the mandate to reach out to 
the family to [help with] that,” he 
added. 

The expanded counselling pro-
gram will begin in September for 
the 2019-20 school year. 
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Converting 
culture

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
 LGBTQ+ rights

WE SAY:
Time to ban 
conversion 
therapy

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

43

 YES   NO

74 Have you considered 
selling your SSI home 
in recent months?

Are you concerned 
about dogs on the 
loose in Ganges? Yes No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com 
before Tuesday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our offi ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Ferry situation untenable
BY KEVIN BELL

Many of you folks will 
remember with fondness 
some of the 20-plus years 
that Barb Isles and Mary 
Paul ran Mouat’s Clothing. 
I had the good fortune to 
be their “boss” for a good 
portion of those years and 
like a good boss I did pre-
cisely what they suggested 
I should do. 

Barb and Mary were 
very clever when it came 
to fashion retailing but, 
like most people, they 
could make the odd mis-
take. Here’s the prize: they 
would try something, ana-
lyze the result and, if it 
was not sound, they would 
correct it. Even if it meant 
abandoning the idea. This 
is a very simple strategy, 
but it’s remarkable how 
seldom it’s employed. 

A case in point relates 
to BC Ferries, and a quick 
recap will be helpful. The 
Howe Sound Queen, a 
60+ car ferry operating 
on the Vesuvius-Crofton 
route, reached its expiry 
date this spring and was 
retired by BC Ferries. This 
seems to have caught BCF 
by surprise because they 
replaced the Howe Sound 
Queen with the Quinitsa, 
a 45+ car ferry. Now, the 
Howe Sound Queen was 
experiencing overloads 
for some years prior to its 
retirement, but somehow 

BCF felt that a signifi cantly 
smaller ship was the appro-
priate replacement vessel. 
To its credit, BCF added 
two sailings per day to the 
route and now point, with 
some satisfaction, to the 
somewhat more compa-
rable capacity of the two 
ferries given the added 
sailings (see the explana-
tory ad in last week’s Drift-
wood). This is precisely the 
reason that I can tell that 
BCF has learned absolutely 
nothing from its earlier 
mistake.

Currently, taking a ferry 
to or from Salt Spring 
has become a very real 
problem. There are often 
ferry lineups in Vesuvius 
extending from the termi-
nal to well beyond Sunset 
Drive (likely a three-sailing 

wait). The other day we 
brought our vehicle to 
Vesuvius at 8:20 in antici-
pation of catching the 
9:35 ferry. The parking 
lot was already full and 
cars had begun queuing 
up Vesuvius Bay Road. 
This was over an hour in 
advance of the next sailing 
and we were already well 
into a two-sailing wait. 

A note to BCF: If passen-
gers are expected to sit in 
ferry lineups for one, two 
or perhaps three hours, 
then ferry capacity will 
never be an issue because 
BCF will be leaving with 
full ships every sailing. The 
real issue is not capacity, 
it’s the adverse impact on 
the residents of and visi-
tors to Salt Spring who can 
no longer rely on a reason-
ably efficient and effec-
tive ferry service. Constant 
overloads and serious wait 
times are taking away a 
good deal of the pleasure 
of living on Salt Spring.

Because the needs and 
quality of life of the ferry 
users are not important 
components of the BCF 
planning process is how I 
know that they don’t real-
ly understand what they 
are meant to be doing. 

I  know two retired 
clothing store manag-
ers who would have this 
problem solved in short 
order.
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Constant overloads 

and serious wait 

times are taking 

away a good deal of 

the pleasure of living 

on Salt Spring.

T
he Gulf Islands’ senior 
elected offi cials were 
in Vancouver over the 
weekend for the largest 

Pride event in the province. 
Elizabeth May and Adam Olsen may have been 

wearing the colour of their Canadian and B.C. 
Green parties, but their energy was 100 per cent 
rainbow. Their enthusiasm for diversity and equality 
in Vancouver will soon be matched at this island’s 
Pride celebrations in September, and the brand new 
Pride event that comes to Pender Island Aug. 15-17.

Many signs suggest mainstream culture continues 
to shift to inclusion. Lil Nas X, the Atlanta rapper 
who paired up with Billy Ray Cyrus for the astro-
nomically successful hit Old Town Road, stepped 
out of his hyper-masculine zone and came out as 
gay on World Pride Day, June 1. Closer to home, 
the current season of the Amazing Race Canada 
includes a pair of married First Nations men, who 

have become good 
friends with a more 
traditional young Indo-
Canadian couple. 

But despite these 
encouraging examples in 
popular culture, counter 
viewpoints are still in 
play, and can cause deep 
harm to young people. 
Conversion therapy, a 
forced psychological 
and sometimes medical 
treatment to turn gay 

people straight, is currently getting attention at the 
political level.

Conversion therapy is not covered by the Medical 
Services Plan or recognized by professional colleges. 
The B.C. Greens introduced legislation in May that 
would make the decisive step of banning it outright 
for anyone under age 19. Ontario, Manitoba and 
Nova Scotia have passed laws to restrict conversion 
therapy for minors, and the cities of Vancouver and 
St. Albert, Alta. have implemented complete bans. 

On Aug. 1, the B.C. government wrote to federal 
Justice Minister David Lametti asking the federal 
government to add conversion therapy to Canada’s 
Criminal Code. And Lametti had already written to 
provincial governments asking them to do what 
they could to end the practice in their jurisdictions. 

Pender’s Pride Parade is described as a festive 
way for LGBTQ+ folk and their allies to be visible 
and support a diverse community, but also to sup-
port those around the world who still do not enjoy 
equality and safety. 

Senior government efforts to ban conversion 
therapy show there is still plenty of work to be 
done at home. As we get ready for local Pride 
events in the islands, we should encourage our 
leaders to get that work done.
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OPINION
“Do we just stay doing the same old same 
old in burning fossil fuels? Or do we show 

some leadership to the community?” 
GARY GAGNÉ, NSSWD TRUSTEE

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

LETTERS to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.  
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number 
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will 
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.comSALT 

SPRING SAYS
WE ASKED: 
What book are you 
reading this summer?

LEEANNE TOUGH

The Mountain 
Shadow by 
Gregory David 
Roberts. It’s 
the book after 
Shantaram, 
and it’s really 
long. I’ve been 
saving it. 

SCOTT MERRICK

I am reading 
Naked by 
David Sedaris.

BRUCE KENNEDY

A P.D. James 
detective 
novel.

JUDITH HYDER

I’ve been 
reading trashy 
detective 
novels, but I 
hate to admit 
it publicly. 

SHANTAM BELL

I read Green 
Grass, Running 
Water by 
Thomas King. 
It’s one of the 
best books out 
there.

MAL should 
have been
publicized
by BC Ferries

BC Ferries has a Medical 
Assured Loading system? 
Since January of 2019? That 
must be the best kept secret 
in the province! (“Assured 
loading offered to some 
patients,” July 31 Drift-
wood.)

The good people at the 
B.C. Cancer Clinic in Victo-
ria did not know about this 
program, nor did the staff 
at our family doctor’s, nor 
did the nurse I asked at Lady 
Minto. 

In his July 19 response to 
my plea for priority load-
ing for cancer patients en 
route to Victoria or Duncan, 
MLA Adam Olsen thanks 
me for the suggestion and 
states “We have contacted 
BC Ferries” since “we have 
received numerous emails 

from constituents” regard-
ing a priority loading sys-
tem “for those who need 
it most,’” those engaged 
in life and death battles 
against this brutal disease. 

BC Ferries, you have once 
again failed your customers! 
Where was the announce-
ment of this MAL made pub-
lic? Not in the Times Colo-
nist, not in the Driftwood, 
not on local news networks. 

Shame on you for now 
turn ing th i s  around to 
blame us, your customers. 

Shame on you for letting 
very ill, terminally ill people 
languish in hot cars in sum-
mer, and damp, freezing 
cars throughout the winter. 
It is a wonder that you keep 
your jobs. 

Don’t say that there is 
the option of waiting in 
Rock Salt Restaurant or the 
Swartz Bay terminal. Those 
on chemo are immune-sup-
pressed. They cannot be in 
crowds. They must stay in 
their vehicles for the hour-
long wait to guarantee a 

spot on the ferry to take 
them to a cancer centre.

And there was an MAL 
since January? How sad you 
forgot to tell us. 

MARIANNE HOBBS,
SALT SPRING 

Straw man 
argument

In his response to my July 
24 article on housing, Dennis 
Lucarelli used a straw man 
argument. My objection is 
not to the eco-village con-
cept but to its application 
potential and the way new 
densities are created.

If Jason Mogus of Salt 
Spring Solutions is correct, 
housing advocates are hop-
ing to provide affordable 
housing for “many thou-
sands.” Even if that number 
were just 1,000, we could, as 
an example, be looking at 20 
eco-villages with 50 people 
each. Where will these villag-
es be located, how much for-
est will be cleared, and what 
about water and sewage?

Furthermore, I did not 
“condemn” Jason, but ques-
tioned some of his ideas. 
Indeed, I support many of 
the same initiatives he does, 
including Salt Spring Com-
mons and Croftonbrook. 
Personal attacks are not my 
style.

At their core, my argu-
ments are philosophical. 
What is the Islands Trust all 
about, and where are we 
headed? If the only plan for 
dealing with ongoing peo-
ple pressure is to keep pull-
ing the density bonus lever, 
these islands are fi nished as 
a protected area.

This will be my fi nal word 
on the matter. If there are 
others who believe my con-
cerns are more than “hot 
air,” I encourage them to 
make their views known to 
trustees. Silence is acquies-
cence.

FRANTS ATTORP,
SALT SPRING 

I have a big mouth, but don’t simply 
take my wife’s word for it, bless her, 
take my dentist’s.

“You have a very large mouth,” he 
said recently as he crammed an appli-
ance the size of a family refrigerator 
between my teeth, and since there’s 
not much room for debate in the den-
tist chair, I couldn’t argue with him. 

Any conversation with a dentist is a 
challenge; if the bill doesn’t leave you 
speechless then the mechanics of hav-
ing teeth repaired most certainly will.

I’m having some vanity work done, 
more or less. Regular readers will have 
noticed that the byline portrait (top 
right, the whey-faced ancient in need 
of a Weight Watchers subscription) is 
more sardonic than cheery, which is to 
say my teeth are shuttered behind my 
lips. The miserable truth is that it has 
nothing to do with sardonicism and 
everything to do with a mouthful of 
teeth, semi-teeth and semi-demi teeth 
that were well past their sell-by date.

I know you North Americans like 
to think we former Brits are dental 
delinquents, but according to a recent 
World Health Organization study, the 
British tooth is among the best in the 
world. Nope, I don’t believe it either, 
but who am I to argue with WHO? 
(Or, more correctly, who am I to argue 
with WHOM?) Whatever the truth, 
they certainly didn’t survey MY mouth, 
which would have set their data back 
40 years.

My suspicion is that the room-
temperature but calcium-rich milk 
the nascent National Health Service 
obliged us to drink as schoolchildren in 
the ‘50s gave post-war Brits teeth that 
were a long way short of ornamental 
but could crack walnuts. In those hal-
cyon days of free dental care you could 

get a tooth drilled and fi lled for noth-
ing, but anything cosmetic was consid-
ered effete or cissy and not something 
the government should stump up for.

I never felt this more acutely than 
when I shared a ride with an Ameri-
can orthodontist and his family travel-
ling between Alaska and the Yukon 
some years ago. They all had teeth 
that were so perfectly perfect they 
glowed in the dark and if they smiled 
in unison you risked snow-blindness. 
For a short while I endured a bad case 
of tooth envy until it occurred to me 
that despite having teeth that could 
be seen from space, the adults looked 
like weird shop window mannequins 
and their kids like ventriloquist dum-
mies. Mrs. Dr. Orthodontics, by the 
way, had taken the whole-body aug-
mentation thing to new heights and 
had a décolletage that defi ed gravity 
and her seatbelt. Not that I noticed, 
you understand, but she was as much 
out of place in the northern wilderness 
as a stripper in a synagogue.

My own most recent dental problem 
is an ancient crown that fell out, but 
before you go off on a side trip around 
lost royal regalia it was in fact an early 
repair to what I like to call my old 
sporting injury. I’d LIKE to say I broke 
the tooth in a fearsome rugby tackle 
or crashed into a rock slaloming down 
Everest, but in fact I lost it standing 

behind someone as they teed off on a 
golf course. And to add insult to injury, 
I wasn’t even playing but simply enjoy-
ing a nice walk while the others wasted 
their time with ball and clubs.

I’ve long suspected that my chirpy 
observations had been interfering with 
their game and the smack in the mouth 
with a nine iron was not entirely acci-
dental, but whatever the circumstances 
it left me with broken teeth and an 
aversion to outdoor sports.

The upshot was a crown which lasted 
for more than 45 years but fi nally gave 
up the ghost about a year ago and as 
a consequence I looked like an Appa-
lachian moonshiner if I so much as 
simpered. And so, I recently decided 
to bite on the bullet (while I still had 
teeth to bite with) and throw myself 
on the mercy of the dentist. (I had actu-
ally been carrying the detached crown 
around in my wallet in the hope of per-
suading a dentist to simply stick it back 
or even considered sticking it back 
myself with superglue but was afraid 
of inadvertently glueing my tongue to 
the roof of my mouth.)

It’s true that a man of my age doesn’t 
really have much use for the winsome 
simper, and any smile intended to be 
 fetching invariably shapes itself into a 
lecherous leer or a lolling grimace of 
incipient insanity, but at least I can do 
it now with the kind of conceit that 
only a man with gleaming mouth fur-
niture can.

So I’ve taken to smiling a lot recently, 
an unsightly rictus that startles the 
elderly and sets young mothers reach-
ing for their children, but I happen to 
believe my new teeth are a wonderful 
work of art and worth sharing.

paulmcelroy@shaw.ca 

Dental work makes winsome simpering possible

Paul McElroy
+ ANOTHER 

THING

MORE LETTERS continued on  10
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Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

4-2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$50.50 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years 

191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123

Otter and Charlie 
are a bonded pair.  
They are both 
adventurous and 
quite eager to leave 
the safety of their 
foster home and into 
one they can call 
their own. 

Cowichan 
Petroleum Sales 

2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw 

winner is...
Salt Spring Lowbed 

Service
...................

Give us a call for 
Heating Fuel, 

Gasoline or Diesel. 
We also carry lube 

oils, fuel tanks 
& pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

So-called stakeholders tired of games
BY SUSAN YATES 

Herewith a heartfelt thanks for 
the three-part “Stumped” series by 
Elizabeth Nolan in the July 10, 17 
and 24 issues of the Driftwood.

I especially appreciate the his-
torical perspective on citizens’ cries 
for logging activity reform in our 
province. And it’s good to know 
that we in the Trust area of the Sal-
ish Sea are not alone when it comes 
to our pleas for forest protection, as 
we see from Ms. Nolan’s mention 
of the logging debacles in Grand 
Forks, Ymir and Port Renfrew. 

It is indeed “obscene and embar-
rassing,” as Denman Islander Des 
Kennedy says, that the Islands Trust 
has no control over the forests in 
one of the most endangered eco-
systems in the country. One look at 
that tiny Coastal Douglas-fi r zone 

on the map of B.C.’s 14 biogeocli-
matic zones reveals how precious 
this area is, and how the loss of 
whole forests means permanent 
destruction of watersheds, carbon 
sinks and biodiversity.

We all must continue to work 
for immediate changes to both the 
Forestry Act and local government 
authority if we are to save what 
remains of our forests. As Briony 
Penn points out, forest lot owners 
should be rewarded for preserving 
tree cover. The current reward of 
lower assessment rates for “man-
agement” plans  (in Private Man-
aged Forest Lands) that allows 
clear-cutting for timber sales is an 
obscene irony.

When I see how passionate and 
knowledgeable people are about 
being stewards of the forests they 

know, I am convinced that local 
governments, especially the Islands 
Trust whose prime mandate is to 
“preserve and protect,” must be 
given regulatory control over for-
ested areas. I am disheartened by 
the current provincial government’s 
nihilistic dismissal of such efforts 
in their “same old” colonial mis-
sion to reward profi teers who don’t 
appear to understand what home 
means.

Our historical and ongoing sup-
port of rapacious resource extrac-
tion that benefi ts so few is a perfect 
and tragic example of what the 
fearless journalist Eduardo Galeano 
revealed as the triumph of lunacy 
in his book Upside Down, and that 
was in 1998, before the current cli-
mate crisis made headlines.

Ms. Nolan notes that Minister 

Doug Donaldson declined to be 
interviewed for her series, and that 
a response from his ministry said 
“stakeholder groups are encour-
aged to provide a formal submis-
sion to the PMFL Act review pro-
cess.” I bet there are many peo-
ple in B.C. who’ve had it with the 
term “stakeholder.” Every single 
one of us who lives here and cares 
about our home and our planet 
is a so-called stakeholder. It’s time 
we pulled out those damn stakes, 
march them into Mr. Donaldson’s 
offi ce, and remind him that he rep-
resents not just our stakes, but the 
existence of every living thing that 
depends on intact forests and eco-
systems.

The writer is a Gabriola Island 
resident.

Privacy matters 
With Canada’s election just around 

the corner, I’m concerned that our 
political parties are not protecting 
the personal information they gather 
from us. 

I believe that they should be made 
subject to federal privacy laws. Politi-
cal parties should follow the same 
rules companies have to — it’s only 
fair. Privacy matters regardless of who 
we vote for. 

In this election, I believe all the par-
ties should commit to protecting our 
privacy and I’ll be looking to see if 
they do when I make my voting deci-
sion.

NICK JONES,
SALT SPRING

Drones 
disconcerting

While I appreciate the usefulness of 
drones for many applications, do 
they belong on Salt Spring’s public 
beaches?

On a beautiful long weekend Sun-
day, like many others I headed to the 
beach.

Sunset was quiet at first with many 
enjoying the beach and the water.

Then in the sky the noise and the 
antics of a drone overhead, some-
times disconcertingly hovering over 
beachgoers at an uncomfortable 
height.

Fortunately, after a few respectful 
requests the drone pilots stopped, 
but why did they start in the first 
place? Not only was this noise pollu-
tion but an invasion of privacy!

W. MCINTYRE,
SALT SPRING

Gremlins hit the 
islands

Living on one of the Outer Islands, 
I’m used to breakdowns and other 
challenges in the spring every year, 
but this year it’s been unbelievable. 
I keep finding that “you have to fix 
it before you can use it” and some-
times I even have to make the tools 
to fix it.

After talking to a multitude of 
people who are experiencing the 
same thing, I know definitely that 
the Gremlins are afoot. At least it’s a 
comfort that it’s not a mental health 
illusion. The Gremlins aren’t exclusive 
to Salt Spring Island, they seem to be 
all over the region, although I haven’t 
personally seen little green goblins 
traipsing through the forest (but the 
White House has an orange one).

They apparently loom over and 
around us in great numbers. One per-
son I talked to said there seems to be 
a misalignment in the universe; every-

thing is fl ying apart at the seams.
Do you remember the Ghostbusters 

movie? Hopefully the tear in the time/
space continuum repairs itself and 
these little buggers go home and 
leave us in peace. 

JIM MEYER,
SALT SPRING 

More crowds
will come to 
island

Regarding “Tourism partnership 
looks to the future,” July 31 Drift-
wood, Salt Spring residents who 
aren’t in the business of providing 
places for tourists to stay see an 
overloaded home island in summer. 

The post-Labour Day dwindle is 
welcomed. Accommodations provid-
ers may or may not be happy with 
the bidding-up of bedroom rates in 
summer, but they definitely want 
to make the shoulder months more 
muscular.

The latter group controls the new 
accommodations tax money. My 
guess is that there’ll be none spent 
to reduce the summer peak. All will 
go toward increasing visits in fall 
and spring. If the new money has 
any effect at all, what most of us will 
experience is more crowds coming 
sooner and staying longer.

BOB WEEDEN,
SALT SPRING 

MORELETTERS
continued from 7

Roses
Armloads of roses to the wonderful customers of the 

Tuesday and Saturday Farmers Markets who bring their 
own take-away bags or containers and inspire others to do 
the same. We are seeing more of these earth loving people 
every year, and we are grateful for their efforts to reduce 
our island’s plastic consumption! With appreciation, from 
Kaleigh and Ben at Heavenly Roots Farm

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your incred-
ibly generous donations to Hospice’s Cycle of Life fund-
raiser! This means that free services to our community will 
continue: support for the dying and bereaved and advanced 
care planning help — all at no cost to you. We are humbled 
and honoured by your faith in us. 

Send your submissions to 
newsgulfi slandsdriftwood.com. 

+ ROSES
Bicycle baskets full of roses for all the Salt Spring Hospice 

volunteers that welcomed 120 cyclists who rode 200 km to 
raise money for hospice. You set up 90 tents, plus prepped, 
grilled, barbecued and served 200+ guests under the direc-
tion of Chef Michael. As the fabulous 40, you made an 
awesome volunteer team! Sheryl and Audrey

Many thanks are being sent to all of the good people who 
worked so hard to remove the broom from Welbury Drive. 
A resident of Welbury Drive 

If it takes a village to raise a child, it takes a community to 
move two seniors. Sweetly scented roses go to neighbours 
Michelle and Steve, John, and Kathy and Dave. Without 
their contribution of time, trucks and trailers we would have 
never managed our move. Bouquets should also go to all 
the professionals who helped us fi nd and take possession of  
and get to our new home. We are so fortunate to live in this 
caring community. Marian & Ken

The Salt Spring Stingrays Swim team would like to thank 
all partners, sponsors and silent auction donors for contrib-
uting to the success of our 2019 swim meet on July 12-14, 
helping us build swimming skills and fi tness while encourag-
ing  belonging, sportsmanship and fun. 
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Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

THURSDAY, AUG. 15, 2019  
PITCHFORK SOCIAL
AT FULFORD HALL

TICKETS $35
DOORS OPEN AT 6:00 PM

SHOW AT 7:30 PM

FOOD ON THE LAWN AT 6PM

TICKETS AT: 
WWW.PITCHFORKSOCIAL.COM

SALT SPRING BOOKS

MONDAY, AUG. 19, 2019  
PITCHFORK SOCIAL
AT FULFORD HALL

TICKETS $25
DOORS OPEN AT 6:00 PM

SHOW AT 7:30 PM
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TICKETS AT: 
WWW.PITCHFORKSOCIAL.COM

SALT SPRING BOOKS

JULY 31 & AUG 07 AUG 07 & AUG 14
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CONCERTS

Musical dialogue on tap
‘Uncommon conversation’ at arts council’s next 
Tuesday-night concert 

The next event in the Salt Spring Arts Council’s Outdoor Concert 
Series features Itamar Erez and Hamin Honari with Musical Dialogues, 
an uncommon conversation between guitar and percussion, composi-
tion and improvisation.

The concert takes place in the Centennial Park gazebo on Tuesday, 
Aug. 13, from 6 to 8 p.m., with opening act Nicky MacKenzie. 

Originally from Iran and Israel, Erez and Honari are two internationally 
touring musicians who met in Vancouver. Together, they blend the tradi-
tional sounds of the Middle East with their own original music and com-
positions. Erez is an internationally renowned composer, guitarist and 
pianist. He is on the guitar faculty at the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 
School of Music. Honari, an Iranian-Canadian hand drummer, plays a 
variety of Persian hand drums. He has focused on adapting his drumming 
style and technique to accommodate many different genres of music. 

Show-opener MacKenzie is an 18-year-old vocalist born and raised on 
Salt Spring Island who recently launched her debut album, Honeydew.

ART REVIEW

Nature’s infl uence felt in Clay, Wood, Pigment
Reception set for Friday 
evening

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

This month’s exhibition at the KiZmit Gale-
ria/Cafe brings together a trio of artists who 
are working in very different formats yet 
share a similar reverence for natural materials 
as the basis for inspiration or enhancement.

Laura Keil, Luke Hart-Weller and Barbra 
Edwards are the artists behind Clay, Wood, 
Pigment, which shows at KiZmit during the 
month of August. Keil provides the clay side 
of the equation, and her work shows a love-
ly respect for the medium’s earthy origins. 
Wood-fi red mugs have the rich smoky palette 
of russet and caramel‚ a good fi t for the rus-
tic, sturdy forms. With the fi nish dependent 
on the fi ring process, Keil provides another 
layer of ornamentation through imprinted 
patterns. These include shapes that further 
emphasize natural geometry, such as discs or 
angular starbursts.

Keil also has some lovely double-walled 
bowls, with a cream-coloured fi nish set off by 
rust edging, and some larger sculptural works 
based on hand-built vases. Here, the luscious 
curves of stacked globes end with a funnel 
shape on top, with some parts adorned with 
a crocheted shell in a thick-gauge wool. In 
one piece, brown and natural-toned fi bre is 
set off by tiny fl ecks of pink. The textured 
bottom half of the vase contrasts nicely with 
the smooth fi red clay above in tones of burnt 
orange and egg yolk. 

In another sculptural work, Keil wraps the 
funnel top in a mossy green sweater, edged 
with a tiny hint of blue at the base and a 
wider rim at the cap. The terra cotta fi nish on 
the unwrapped centre section extends into a 
nubbly crocheted base, and contrasts sweetly 
with the bottom section’s aquamarine collar.

Moving over to the wood side of the show, 
Hart-Weller has many gorgeous art furniture 
pieces in glossily finished wood adorned 
with copper. Hart-Weller is known for using 
traditional joinery methods with non-tradi-
tional design, conveying the same grace and 

strength of the original trees into their beau-
tiful end products. 

A wide bench, for example, has a sculpted 
branch as the centre of the backrest. Fin-
ished in a charcoal black that contrasts with 
the gleaming seat, the branch sprouts sever-
al fl owers and leaves sculpted from brilliant 
copper sheet.

A standing lamp comes with a lightly fi n-
ished wooden sign post-type frame. The 
lamp shade is an inverted bowl of rough 
copper leaves, which overlap unevenly to 
allow some light to come through the sides 
as well as the bottom. A table lamp takes a 
chunk of wood for the base, hewn fl at on 
the front side with live edge at the back. The 
shade is a copper cone with bright bubbles 
of polished metal rising through a dark 
patina.

Edwards may not work directly with 
nature as a material but it is certainly her 

prime infl uence and the subject of her bright 
abstract works. For this show she has con-
tributed both larger-scale paintings and 
smaller mixed-media works using materials 
such as watercolour ink, coloured crayon 
and collage. In both techniques, the art-
ist takes in the colour, light and energy of 
growing things and transmits this back to 
the viewer as a new expression, somewhat 
like a kaleidoscope but without the mirror-
image refl ection or the ordered patterning. 

A nice way to get acquainted with how 
Edwards sees the world comes with a couple 
of diptychs that include a photograph on one 
side and a multimedia work on the other. 
An untitled work combines a cascade of 
deep red dahlias on the left with an expres-
sive work that clearly incorporates much 
from the dahlias’ colour and form without 
being representative. Another diptych works 
from a photograph of a drooping, dying lily 
with broad green leaves. Edwards’ multime-
dia piece combines some of the vegetation 
forms along with areas that emphasize the 
dark shadows under leaves, dusty petals and 
the splashes of deep orange from the sta-
men, but with much more movement and 
expression than the typical viewer sees on 
the still life side.

Other of Edwards’ works are lighter on 
the abstraction, such as Marsh. Here, a styl-
ized bird in ink and crayon is assembled in 
brown and dark grey shapes, with a few 
outer marks in dark-tinged yellow to add 
emphasis. Edwards leaves the raw paper 
background untouched, which provides 

necessary balance to the central 
composition and its grey over-
shadowing.

KiZmit is open Thursdays 
through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. An artists’ reception will 
take place this Friday, Aug. 9 
from 6 to 8 p.m. 

PHOTO BY  ELIZABETH NOLAN

Detail of a bench backrest by Luke Hart-Weller.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Barbra Edwards painting and crochet-wrapped 
ceramic vase by Laura Keil at KiZmit.



Wed. Aug. 7
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea à Tempo: Rykie 
Avenant and Catharina 
de Beer.
A four-hands piano 
concert at All Saints 
By-the-Sea. 2:10 p.m. 
Followed by optional tea 
and treats.

The K-Tones.
Live at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Mother Goose.
The Parent-Child Mother 
Goose Program is a 
free drop-in for parents, 
caregivers and young 
children from birth to six 
years old to focus on the 
pleasure and power of 
sharing rhymes, songs 
and stories. Salt Spring 
Public Library. 10:30 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.

Bittancourt House 
Museum.
Open Wednesdays 
through Sundays at 
the Farmers’ Institute 
grounds, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
through July and August.

Music Bingo.
Wednesdays with Taylor 
at Moby’s Pub. 7:30 to 
10 p.m.

Thur. Aug. 8 

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic & Jam.
Every Thursday at the 
Legion. 7 to 9 p.m.

Sharon Bailey.
Live at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

Thur. Aug. 8 

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic at Moby’s.
Thursdays at Moby’s Pub. 
8:30 to 11:45 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Summer Reading Club.
A drop-in program for 
ages fi ve to 12, with 
crafts, games and fun! SS 
Public Library. 11 a.m.

Bittancourt House 
Museum.
See Wednesday listing.  

Fri.  Aug. 9
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Duck Creak.
Live at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

Shirley Valentine.
Grace Jordan is Shirley 
Valentine - 2004-2019 
– celebrating 15 years! 
Stonewell Farm (1852 
Fulford-Ganges Rd.) Show 
starts at 7:30 p.m. Gate 
opens at 6 p.m. with a 
Greek tapas and wine bar 
available. 

Everyday People.
Rock/dance band at 
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House 
Museum.
See Wednesday listing. 

Family Movie Matinee.
Today’s movie is Sherlock 
Gnomes. Salt Spring 
Public Library. 2:30 
p.m. Families welcome, 
unattended children 
under 10 years old must 
be signed in and out 
(limited spaces available). 
Popcorn is included.

Fri.  Aug. 9
 ACTIVITIES

Art Show Opening: 
Clay, Wood, Pigment.
Opening event for 
exhibit by Laura Keil, 
Luke Hart-Weller and 
Barbra Edwards at KiZmit 
Galeria/Cafe. 6 to 8 p.m.

Sat. Aug. 10 

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Billie Woods.
Live at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

Rebelinx and the Band 
Massive.
Soul, jazz, reggae, electro 
fusion and world beats at 
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

Shirley Valentine.
See Friday listing. 

  ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Saturday 
Market.
Famous market of arts 
and crafts vendors, food 
and farmers in Centennial 
Park every Saturday 
through October. 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Aidan Cassie Book 
Launch. 
Release of Little Juniper 
Makes It BIG. Salt Spring 
Public Library. 1 p.m.

StoryTime in the Park.
Centennial Park gazebo. 
11 to 11:45 a.m. 

Green Picnic in the 
Vines. 
With Adam Olsen and 
Elizabeth May. Salt Spring 
Vineyards. 4 to 8 p.m.
Bittancourt House 
Museum.
See Wednesday listing. 

Sun. Aug. 11 
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Shirley Valentine.
See Friday listing. 

Chamigos.
Live at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

Simone & Mike.
Soul and R&B at Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Pool & Snooker.
Free pool and snooker 
every Sunday at the 
Legion from 12 to 7 p.m.

Special Olympics Bocce 
Tournament.
Special Olympics Salt 
Spring athletes host 
visiting athletes from 
Vancouver Island at 
Portlock Park. Spectators 
welcomed! 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

The Great 
Transformation!
Family Adventures in 
Nature Program at the 
Salt Spring Conservancy’s 
Blackburn Lake Nature 
Reserve. Make an animal 
life cycle display, go on 
a scavenger hunt, make 
some surprising snacks. 1 
to 4 p.m.   

Mon. Aug. 12
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Simone & Mike.
Soul and R&B music at 
Moby’s Pub. 7 to 10 p.m. 

Ebb & Flow. 
Live at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Darts.
Free darts played at the 
Legion every Monday 
from 6 to 9 p.m.

Tues. Aug. 13
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic With Richard 
Cross. Tree House Cafe. 7 
to 10 p.m. 

Summer Outdoor 
Concert Series.
Itamar Erez + Hamin 
Honari, with opener Nicky 
MacKenzie. Centennial 
Park. 6 to 8 p.m.  

  ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Forum: 
Tanya Talaga. 
The 2018 CBC Massey 
Lecturer speaks on All 
Our Relations: Finding 
the Path Forward. Beaver 
Point Hall. 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Aug. 13
  ACTIVITIES

Tuesday Farmers Market. 
Food-only market with all 
homegrown or handmade 
goods. At Centennial Park. 
2 to 6 p.m.

New St. Mary Lake 
Water Treatment Plant 
Open House. 
381 Tripp Rd. 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

Discussion Group on 
Spiritual Interests.
This week’s topic is 
“Turning Points.”
Star of the Sea Centre 
for Spiritual Living and 
Practice (St. Mary’s 
Church). 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Trivia Tuesday. At Moby’s 
Pub. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Wed. Aug. 14 

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea à Tempo: Marianne 
Grittani and Friends.
Salt Spring singer-
songwriter and friends 
at All Saints By-the-Sea. 
2:10 p.m.

Terry Warbey.
Live at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m. 

Wed. Aug. 14 

  ACTIVITIES

Mother Goose.
See last Wednesday 
listing.

Bittancourt House 
Museum.
See last Wednesday 
listing.

Music Bingo.
See last Wednesday 
listing.

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

  THE FRITZ CINEMA 

• The Final 2 Shows for The Secret Life of Pets 2 are Wed.- 
Thurs. Aug. 7-8 at 7 p.m. Rated G. 88 minutes. 
• Yesterday shows Friday, Aug. 9 to Thursday, Aug. 15 at 7 
p.m. plus a Sunday 3 p.m. matinee. Rated PG. 117 minutes..
For more movie info go to www.thefritz.ca
 
  EXHIBITIONS

• Laura Keil, Luke Hart-Weller, Barbra Edwards: Clay, 
Wood, Pigment — showing at KiZmit Galeria/Cafe for the 
month of August. Thursdays through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Artist reception on Fri., Aug. 9 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
• Dorothy Tinman shows new oil paintings and encaustic 
paintings in an exhibit called Over the Rainbow at Salt Spring 
Gallery, continuing through Aug. 14.
Impressions 4 - Printmakers Show runs at the Salt Spring Public 
Library through August.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Nicola Wheston shows new works in her gallery studio at 
#5-315 Upper Ganges Rd. (Merchant Mews) until Sept. 5. 
• The Island Textile Artists group presents Reflections Through 
Fibre and Stitch in the ArtSpring lobby through Aug. 30.
• Josephine Fletcher shows Landscapes and Colour Spaces as 
the latest Showcase Gallery exhibition at Artcraft at Mahon 
Hall until Aug. 21.
• Deon Venter shows new and selected paintings from his Avatar 
series at the Venter Gallery.
• Sophie Burke shows This is How I Know You, a photographic 
installation about immigration, and the story of her Guatemalan 
grandmother. At The Point Gallery, South Ridge Drive. PLUS 
Margaret Day presents The Last Hurrah at the gallery as well. 
Thursdays through Mondays, 1 to 5 p.m.
• Artcraft, the summer-long sale of work by more than 100 Gulf 
Islands artisans, runs daily at Mahon Hall from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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your local news, 
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G U L F  I S L A N D S

Family Adventures 
in Nature 

Sundays, Aug. 4, 11 and 18 
Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve 

1 to 4 p.m.
Different themes each week for kids aged 6 to 12.

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m / e v e n t s /

Rykie Avenant 
and Catharina de 
Beer perform at 

Tea a Tempo today 
(Aug. 7). Next 

week’s guests are 
Marianne Grittani 

and Friends.



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com   WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2019 |  13

ISLAND LIFEISLAND LIFEISLAND LIFEISLAND LIFE • Star of the Week
• Where is This?
• Horoscope

TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.TIP OF THE WEEK: READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.
www.sunstarastrology.com   |   sunstarastrology@gmail.com

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19) The Leo New 
Moon seed has not only germinated and 
sprouted, � owers have begun to grow. If 
your inner child is not responding to this 
impulse playfully, you may have some 
clearing work to do. Nothing personal, 
everyone tends to accumulate baggage 
and blocks. Positively, you can use this as 
a gauge to see how clearly your energies 
are � owing.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20) Your creative 
passions continue to rise steadily. A 
psychic would symbolically see Jack’s 
beanstalk… Your focus is centered 
on home, and perhaps on family too. 
Making improvements or beautifying 
your environment is ever on your mind 
so is a likely focus. Yet, perhaps you are 
keen to cultivate your talents and bring 
them to a new level. Signi� cant others 
will notice and feel your passion too.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Mercury 
is about to re-enter Leo on August 11 
joining forces with Sun, Venus and Mars. 
This will add to your already high spirits 
and energy levels. The goal of late has 
been to move on somehow and not look 
back. Stepping back, you will notice 
how much you have changed in the past 
couple of years and this cycle continues. 
It is time to begin creating a new story.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22) Making some 
creative investments is on your mind. 
These probably include or may require 
‘clearing the way’. Since creativity is 
the main goal, assess whether what 
you already have, what might be in the 
way, is a source of creative inspiration or 
not. Since what goes around comes back 
tenfold when it is given with love, give it 
away with an open heart and clear the 
way for updated materials.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23) Well, this time 
you can more o�  cially lay claim to this 
being ‘your’ Sun and Moon. For good 
measure, the universe has included 
Venus and Mars. Not to miss out, 
Mercury will arrive soon. Altogether, 
this line-up spells ‘new beginnings’ for 
you. These include expansion. Ironically, 
a key to your success now includes 
surrender… to change.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22) You have been 
summoned to render service of a higher 
order. This can imply a higher cause. 
Perhaps it is to the needs of your family, 
or to the larger community where you 
live or perhaps destiny has a national 
or even global outreach in store for you. 
None are better; the one that feels true 
is the right one. You probably know what 
‘it’ is by now. If not, I can help.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22) Are you in search 
for love or are you ready to meet new 
people and make new friends? All of the 
above is favored during this speci� c cycle. 
Your powers of intention can support you 
here, especially when they are aligned 
with the universe! If necessary, get clear 
on what you want. Basically, make your 
strategy going out to play.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21) Destiny is 
leading you to greater heights. This can 
be for the sole purpose of seeing a bigger 
picture. Yet, it could include awakening 
to your higher mind. Ironically, it is 
located in the heart center and represents 
communion with existence. This does 
not mean you have to like everyone. 
Moreover, it is an invitation to clear blocks 
that might be preventing it.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21) The 
heat is on. There are three basic kinds 
of heat. That which comes from an outer 
source such as the Sun. Second, the kind 
that wells up from within that manifests 
as desire, excitement, and enthusiasm. 
Third, the kind produced by friction. 
It appears at least two of the three are 
active and quite possibly all three. Tune-
in and engage.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19) What 
happens when you combine the Sun, 
Moon, Venus, Mars and Mercury all 
in your 8th House, the House ruled 
by Scorpio, the sign of psychology, 
sexuality, taxes, inheritances, death, 
rebirth and transformation? Well, you 
are in the process of � nding out. It need 
not be negative. It could prove to work 
for you. Yet, your conscious cooperation 
may be required for best results.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19) 
Something new and special is being 
born in your relationships. Of course, this 
implies others. However, it also implies 
the relationship you are having with 
your own self, with your own mind. Your 
overall mode of perceptions is featured. 
It will manifest as seeing yourself and 
the world and in the world in new ways. 
It is also about getting clear on what you 
truly want to manifest.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20) Leo is 
the sign linked to your lifestyle, your 
daily rhythm, and routine. Since it 
implies fun, games, play, art, and 
entertainments, among other things…, 
it is important that these are central to 
your daily focus. Too much emphasis on 
work or escape from or into these using 
other substances is where all the fun can 
quickly fall out of balance and turn sour. 
Focus on balance.

THIS WEEK’S  by Michael O’Connor

HOROSCOPE
As the week begins Sun, Venus and Mars are closely aligned in playful, dramatic, and 
romantic Leo. By the week’s end, Venus will be conjunct the Sun and Mercury enter Leo on 
August 11. Jupiter in Sagittarius activated by all this Leo energy lends to an overall mood of 
upliftment and exuberance. However, Jupiter in its own sign can easily get overin� ated and 
manifest negatively as righteousness, judgemental attitudes and cynicism. With awareness, 
we can choose to exercise positivity, which represents higher vibrations and puts us in the 
� ow whereas cynical attitudes and negative judgments are literally an energetic downer and 
are a literal drag. It is not a matter of ethics so much as it one of energetics. Understanding 
reality energetically as opposed to ethically is actually the key to genuinely ethical attitudes 
and actions as we come to realize that they represent ‘poor investments’. Since the universe 
is energetic, it can also be understood to be morally neutral. Whatever your energetic 
investment, the result can be categorized as producing a karmic return, sooner or later.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19) The Leo New Moon seed has not only germinated and sprouted, � owers have begun to grow. 
If your inner child is not responding to this impulse playfully, you may have some clearing work to do. Nothing personal, 
everyone tends to accumulate baggage and blocks. Positively, you can use this as a gauge to see how clearly your energies 
are � owing.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20) Your creative passions continue to rise steadily. A psychic would symbolically see Jack’s 
beanstalk… Your focus is centered on home, and perhaps on family too. Making improvements or beautifying your 
environment is ever on your mind so is a likely focus. Yet, perhaps you are keen to cultivate your talents and bring them to a 
new level. Signi� cant others will notice and feel your passion too.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Mercury is about to re-enter Leo on August 11 joining forces with Sun, Venus and Mars. This 
will add to your already high spirits and energy levels. The goal of late has been to move on somehow and not look back. 
Stepping back, you will notice how much you have changed in the past couple of years and this cycle continues. It is time 
to begin creating a new story.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22) Making some creative investments is on your mind. These probably include or may require 
‘clearing the way’. Since creativity is the main goal, assess whether what you already have, what might be in the way, is a 
source of creative inspiration or not. Since what goes around comes back tenfold when it is given with love, give it away with 
an open heart and clear the way for updated materials.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23) Well, this time you can more o�  cially lay claim to this being ‘your’ Sun and Moon. For good measure, 
the universe has included Venus and Mars. Not to miss out, Mercury will arrive soon. Altogether, this line-up spells ‘new 
beginnings’ for you. These include expansion. Ironically, a key to your success now includes surrender… to change.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22) You have been summoned to render service of a higher order. This can imply a higher cause. 
Perhaps it is to the needs of your family, or to the larger community where you live or perhaps destiny has a national or even 
global outreach in store for you. None are better; the one that feels true is the right one. You probably know what ‘it’ is by 
now. If not, I can help.
Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22) Are you in search for love or are you ready to meet new people and make new friends? All of the 
above is favored during this speci� c cycle. Your powers of intention can support you here, especially when they are aligned 
with the universe! If necessary, get clear on what you want. Basically, make your strategy going out to play.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21) Destiny is leading you to greater heights. This can be for the sole purpose of seeing a bigger 
picture. Yet, it could include awakening to your higher mind. Ironically, it is located in the heart center and represents 
communion with existence. This does not mean you have to like everyone. Moreover, it is an invitation to clear blocks that 
might be preventing it.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21) The heat is on. There are three basic kinds of heat. That which comes from an outer source 
such as the Sun. Second, the kind that wells up from within that manifests as desire, excitement, and enthusiasm. Third, the 
kind produced by friction. It appears at least two of the three are active and quite possibly all three. Tune-in and engage.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19) What happens when you combine the Sun, Moon, Venus, Mars and Mercury all in your 8th 
House, the House ruled by Scorpio, the sign of psychology, sexuality, taxes, inheritances, death, rebirth and transformation? 
Well, you are in the process of � nding out. It need not be negative. It could prove to work for you. Yet, your conscious 
cooperation may be required for best results.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19) Something new and special is being born in your relationships. Of course, this implies others. 
However, it also implies the relationship you are having with your own self, with your own mind. Your overall mode of 
perceptions is featured. It will manifest as seeing yourself and the world and in the world in new ways. It is also about 
getting clear on what you truly want to manifest.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20) Leo is the sign linked to your lifestyle, your daily rhythm, and routine. Since it implies fun, games, 
play, art, and entertainments, among other things…, it is important that these are central to your daily focus. Too much 
emphasis on work or escape from or into these using other substances is where all the fun can quickly fall out of balance 
and turn sour. Focus on balance.

SALT 
SPRING St�r  

of the WEEK 
Bob Elsea

Bob has been working 
with Special Olympics on 
Salt Spring Island for over 
20 years.  Bob has been the 
head coach of the bocce 
program for 11 years. Under 
his leadership, the team has 
had players qualify for the 
Special Olympics Provincial 
Games twice and for the 
Special Olympics National 
Games once. The athletes 
have been very fortunate to 
have Bob putting in all those 
hours with them.  Special 
Olympics on Salt Spring 
thanks “Broadway Bob.”

Where is this spot 
on Salt Spring 
Island? Email your 
answer to news@
gulfi slandsdriftwood.
com or respond on our 
Facebook page. 

Last Week’s Answer: Rebecca Chidley 
recognized the big rock by the Tripp 
Road water treatment plant.

      Fall Fair 
Focus
Section 15 BaSketry
Did you know: - almost anything long and pliable 
can be fashioned into a basket? - all baskets 
are made by hand? - a machine cannot make a 
basket? Making baskets from “found” materials 
is part of every culture in the world. The baskets 
indigenous to an area will depend on the grasses,  
rushes, sedges or other plants that grow there. 
See what we have gathered  to fashion into  either 
useful or fanciful baskets. Come to the Basketry 
display in the Annex  and try your hand at some 
basic basketry skills.

Have fun, and see you 
at the Fair! Sept. 14 & 15

Bob Elsea applauds a great 
bocce throw.

CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Islander releases second book
Aidan Cassie launch 
party this Saturday

Salt Spring’s Aidan Cassie 
will share her second chil-
dren’s book with the local 
community with a reading 
and launch party for Little 
Juniper Makes It BIG taking 
place this Saturday, Aug. 
10 at the Salt Spring Public 
Library.

Cassie is the author and 
illustrator of the picture 
book Sterling, Best Dog 
Ever, which was released to 
great acclaim in 2018. Her 
new book follows a young 
raccoon girl as the central 
character. 

A press release from the 
Macmillan Children’s Pub-
lishing Group explains that 
with Little Juniper Makes 
It BIG, Cassie “employs her 
pitch-perfect humour and 
heartwarming illustrations 
here again to help little 
ones love themselves at 

any size.” 
“What Juniper lacks in 

size, she makes up for in 
heart. And her heart is 
dead-set on growing up 
and getting taller. She’s 
tired of having to reach 
for the cookie jar or use a 
stepping stool for the toi-
let. Everything in Juniper’s 
world seems to be made 
for adults. Ugh!

“Juniper is industrious, 
however, and builds sev-
eral silly contraptions to 
help reach her goals. But 
it isn’t until she makes a 
fun new friend at school, 
Clove, who is even smaller 
than Juniper, that she is 
able to see her world from 
a new perspective — and 
appreciate all sizes, big or 
small.”

Cassie attended the Emily 
Carr University of Art and 
Design and Edinburgh Col-
lege of Art, where she stud-
ied animation and earned 
a media arts degree.

TEA A TEMPO 

Great music and humour 
on tap 

Tea à Tempo on Wednesday, Aug. 14 
features the lively music of singer-song-
writer Marianne Grittani and friends.

Grittani returned to Salt Spring Island 
six years ago after spending 32 years 
on the mainland. During her time here 
in the mid-70s, she became known as a 
musician and songwriter, playing and 

touring the islands with other musicians, 
including fellow Salt Springers Valdy and 
Kathy Stack. Prior to that she toured 
throughout B.C. and other points east.

Grittani has made some great musi-
cal friends since her return to the island 
and they have become a part of her 
performing quartet. They are Tyler Lieb 
on guitar and harmonies, Rose Birney 
on mandolin, harmonica and harmonies, 
and Bob Delion on bass. Her shows often 
include special guests as well, this time 

Kate Bragg on harmony vocals.
Grittani will be performing mostly 

original material, some of it from her 
West Coast Music Award-nominated CD 
Into the Shimmering and some written 
more recently since her return to the 
island. 

Music by donation begins at 2:10 p.m. 
at All Saints By-the-Sea, followed by 
tea and treats. Donations provide the 
honoraria for the performers and con-
tribute to the running of the series.

Saturday’s event starts 
at 1 p.m. and will include 
an author reading, cup-

cakes,  book and prize 
give-aways,  and book 
sales by Salt Spring Books. 

PHOTO COURTESY ADIAN CASSIE

Author Aidan Cassie  takes a look at the star of her new book 
title, Little Juniper Makes it BIG.

Marianne Grittani and friends play All Saints
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PROTECT 
OUR 
PLANET...

RECYCLE THIS 
NEWSPAPER.

Run it FOR 

3 
months! 
$34.99
Run your classified ad in 
the Driftwood and the 
Extra for 3 months!

CALL 
NOW 

250-537-9933
GULF ISLANDS
DRIFTWOOD

Your private party 
(merchandise only) 
3 line classified ad 
will run in our next 
3 insertions. If you 
need to modify the ad 
or run it again, just 
call us and we’ll run 
it again for another 3 
insertions. Extra lines 
are $1.50/line.

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:00 AM

BOOK YOUR AD ON-LINE 
Book your classifi eds online - open 24 hours a day

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassifi ed.com

Classifi eds 250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the fi rst insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

DRIFTWOOD

Classifi eds
WWW.GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM  •  OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

PLACE AN AD:
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

PAYMENT: 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifi eds are prepaid.

DEADLINES: 
Class. display deadline: Wednesday 4pm

Word ad deadline: Wednesday 4pm
Too Late To Classify:  Monday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS: 3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS: 
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifi eds 

appear on-line at
www.bcclassifi ed.com

Auto ads also listed on line at 
www.bcautocentral.com

All ads are posted to BCClassifi ed.com

EMPLOYMENT/
LEGAL ADS: 

3 line rate $16.75 - 
additional lines $1.00 ea

DISPLAY ADS: 
$14.00 per col. inch

Classifi edsClassifi eds
DRIFTWOOD

Classifi eds
PLACE AN AD:

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
250-537-2613

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifi eds are prepaid.

DEADLINES: 
Class. display deadline: 

Word ad deadline: 
Too Late To Classify:  

WHAT IT COSTS: 
$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea

Classifi eds 250-537-9933
YOUR AD ON-LINE 

All liner ads booked in the Driftwood Classifi eds 
EMPLOYMENT/

LEGAL ADS: 

Invite the whole island to your 
garage sale with a classified ad. 

CALL 250-537-9933

Anniversary
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In Memoriam

TAKE NOTE THAT on July 11, 2019 an order was 
made for service of a Notice of Civil Claim issued from 
the Victoria Registry of the Supreme Court of British 
Columbia in proceeding number 18-3344 by way of 
this advertisement.
In the proceeding, the Plaintiff claims the following 
relief against you: An award of damages for non-
pecuniary loss, loss of past and future income, loss of 
earning capacity, past and future care costs including 
“past cost of health care services” and the “future cost 
of health care services” as defined in the HCCRA, loss 
of savings and interest from savings, special damages, 
interest pursuant to the Court Order Interest Act, costs 
plus applicable taxes and such further and other relief 

as this Honourable Court may deem just.
You must file a responding pleading/response to 
petition within the period required under the Supreme 
Court Civil Rules failing which further proceedings, 
including judgment, may be taken against you 
without notice to you.
You may obtain from the Victoria Registry, at 850 
Burdett Avenue, Victoria, BC, a copy of the Notice of 
Civil Claim and the order providing for service by this 
advertisement.
This advertisement is placed by Considine & Company 
whose address for service is 30 Dallas Road, Victoria, 
BC V8V 0A2, fax: 250-381-1042.

To: The Estate of Heather Laura Jones

INVITATION TO TENDER
Student Water Transportation Service

Sealed tenders will be received no later than 
August 22, 2019, 2:00 p.m. local time, at the School 
District No. 64 School Board Office for “Student 
Water Transportation Service”, providing student 
transportation for the Gulf Islands.

Documents for the tender for “Student Water 
Transport Service” will be available, to contractors, 
at the School Board Office and on the school district 
website commencing August 9, 2019.

The contract may be a one-year contract or a multi-
year contract not to exceed three (3) years.

Tenders will be opened immediately after closing 
time. The content of Tenders will not generally be 
made public, except at the discretion of the school 
district.

The school district reserves the right to reject any or 
all tenders received.

Contact: Jesse Guy, Secretary Treasurer
 School District No. 64 (Gulf Islands)
 112 Rainbow Road
 Salt Spring Island, B.C.  V8K 2K3
 Email: jguy@sd64.org

 

 

Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply 

for a Disposition of Crown Land  

Take notice that I, Kristina Adelia Long from Victoria,  

BC , have applied to the Ministry of Forests, Lands,  

Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
(FLNRORD), for a Licence of Occupation - Aquatic 
Plant Aquaculture and an Aquatic Plant Culture 
Licence (Giant, Bull and Sugar Kelp grown on long lines) 
situated on Provincial Crown land located at the Northern 
edge of Prevost Island, in the water between 
Hawkin’s Island.    

The Lands File Number that has been established for this 
application is Crown Land File #1414804.  

Comments may be submitted electronically via the provincial 
Applications, Comments & Reasons for Decision webpage at 
https://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/. Alternatively hard copy 
comments may be directed to the Section Head, Aquaculture, 
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and 
Rural Development at 142 - 2080 Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T 
6J9.  

Comments will be received by FLNRORD up to September 4, 
2019.  FLNRORD may not be able to consider comments 
received after this date.  

Please visit the website at https://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/ for 
more information.  

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be 
considered part of the public record. For information, contact the 
Freedom of Information Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development office in 
Nanaimo. 

      
    

 

Optometric  Assistant Wanted!
Salt Spring EyeCare Optometry Clinic has been providing 
excellence in eye care and customer service in our community 
since 2002.  We are looking for individuals to join our team in 
continuing our vision of the future for this growing practice.

Though experience would be an asset, you need only be 
friendly, compassionate, organized, and eager to learn new 
skills… we can train the right person!  

The available position is for full-time (35-40 hours/week).  
It will be required in future that the successful applicant be 
available to work at least 2 Saturdays and two evenings (to 
7pm) per month.

Please drop o�  your resume and cover letter to Salt Spring 
EyeCare or email 
gretta@saltspringeyecare.com

We will only be contacting those 
applicants selected for interview.

Legal Notices

CRIMINAL RECORD?
 Why suffer Employment/
 Licensing loss? Travel/
 Business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 

Criminal Pardon. US 
Entry Waiver. Record Purge. 

File Destruction. 
Free Consultation 
1-800-347-2540. 

accesslegalmjf.com

Business 
Opportunities

DAVISON

Legal NoticesLegal Notices

Career  
Opportunities

FORT CITY CHRYSLER

Legal Notices

Help Wanted

Benchman- 
Sawfi ler

required for Okanagan Saw-
mill. We offer      competitive 
wages and a comprehensive 
benefi t package.

Please email resume to:
HRHiringDepartmentA

@gmail.com

Financial Services

GET BACK ON TRACK! 
Bad credit? Bills? Unem-
ployed? Need Money? We 
Lend! If you own your    own 
home - you  qualify.

Pioneer Acceptance Corp. 
Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

Legal Notices

Medical Health

GET UP TO $50,000 from 
the Government of Canada. 

Do you or 
someone you know Have 
any of these Conditions? 
ADHD, Anxiety, Arthritis, 
Asthma, Cancer, COPD, 
Depression, Diabetes, 

Diffi culty Walking, 
Fibromyalgia, Irritable 

Bowels, Overweight, Trouble 
Dressing...and 

Hundreds more. 
ALL ages & 

Medical Conditions Qualify. 
Have a 

child under 18 instantly re-
ceive more money. CALL 

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA BENEFITS 

1-(800)-211-3550 OR Send 
a Text Message with Your 

Name and Mailing Address 
to (604) 739-5600 For Your 

FREE benefi ts package.

Computer Services

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for 

troubleshooting, software & 
networking support.  We do 

house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

Concrete & Placing

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Drafting & Design

Building Supplies

STEEL BUILDING CLEAR-
ANCE...”

SUMMER OVERSTOCK 
SALE - BLAZING HOT 

DEALS!” 20X21 $5,828. 
25X25 $6,380. 28X29 
$7,732. 32X33 $9,994. 

35X33 $12,120. One End 
Wall Included. Pioneer Steel 
1-855-212-7036. www.pio-

neersteel.ca

Misc. for Sale
For Sale- Irish Wood Cook 
Stove - with hot water plumb-
ing - $900 OBO. call 250-537-
9774

J7 August 2019
=<

Happy Wedding 
Anniversary 

to Joanne and Jeremy 
Sibley. Celebrating 

65 years of 
togetherness. 

We love you and 
are in awe of you! 

From your three 
termites - Gail, Brett, 

and Andrea - and 
their  families.

Margaret Lynne 
Leier

A private cemetery/
interment service 

will be held, followed 
by a light fare reception 
at Our Lady of Grace 

Church hall 
on 

August 24, 2:30pm. 
Friends are gratefully 

welcome to the reception.



getnoticed board
Send your submissions to news@gulfislands.net or drop them off at the Driftwood office. 
Published in the first Driftwood of each month! Brought to you by Saunders Subaru.

The free place to list your regular group activities of any kind. 

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! 
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JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211
*Pricing applies to a new 2019 Outback 4-cyl 2.5i CVT (KD225) starting from $31,095 including freight & PDI ($1,800). Documentation fee ($395), tire levy ($25), air conditioning fee ($100), taxes, license, registration, and insurance are extra. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Some conditions may apply. Offers subject to 
change or cancellation without notice. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete details. Dealer #40319.

2019 Subaru Outback

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM 

$31,095*
INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI

WEDNESDAY
SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP is on hiatus for 
the summer. Info: Email cloudie48@gmail.com
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD is on hiatus for 
the summer.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the 
second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Harbour House Hotel. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
5RHYTHMS MOVEMENT & DANCE CLASS led by 
Shauna Devlin at All Saints By-the-Sea (downstairs). 
9 to 10 a.m. 
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC at SS Seniors Centre 
board room. 10 to11 a.m. Con� dential, accurate, easy 
and convenient.  
BOOMERFIT at Fulford Hall. 9 to 10 a.m. Exercise 
classes for the boomer gen.  Info: trisha.synergy� t@
gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
BRIDGE CLUB at the SS Library program room from 
12:30 to 4 p.m. 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower Ganges 
Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer, 
tablet, smartphone issues at Salt Spring Literacy. 
By appointment at the literacy centre at 125B 
Rainbow Rd. or by calling 250-537-9717 or emailing 
coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start).
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY o� ers free access to 
premium genealogy websites at the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints at 221 Vesuvius Bay Rd. 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m.
GAMES AFTERNOON at Salt Spring Seniors. 1 to 
3 p.m.
HATHA FLOW YOGA with Dorothy Price at Stowel 
Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.  
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners 
meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 
a.m. Everyone welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 
250-930-5333.
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the 
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. O� ered by donation with Insight 
Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-
9579.
SSI PAINTERS GUILD meets at ArtSpring. 9:30 
a.m. For activities see website ssipaintersguild.ca.
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a 
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused 
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House 
Hotel Crofton Room from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, 
call Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-
4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

TECH TUTORING with Peter Freeman at Salt 
Spring Public Library. Times available at 10 a.m., 
11 a.m. and 12 noon. Free training and assistance 
with with tech issues, including Windows, Mac, 
iPads, eReaders, tablets, using OverDrive, and 
more. Call or drop by the information desk to 
sign up.
YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason 
at SSI Wellness Centre. 8:15 to 9:15 a.m. and 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.  PLUS  Chair Yoga (Seniors) 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
YOGA with Dorothy Price at The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. Info: info@
santosha-yoga-retreats.com, 250-537-7675
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7:15 
p.m. Call 250-537-2062 for details. Newcomers 
always welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

THURSDAY 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the � rst 
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 1 to 
2 p.m. Info: ljcharlton@shaw.ca
VISUALLY IMPAIRED SUPPORT GROUP meets 
on the � rst Thursday of the month at SS Seniors 
Centre, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Info: David at 250-537-
8595 or Seniors Centre 250-537-4604.

EVERY THURSDAY 
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and 
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 5 to 
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics 
holds an Easy Does It Lunch Bunch open meeting 
at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear annex. 
12 to 1 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 11:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
KUNDALINI YOGA - all levels with Shannon 
Cowan at the Wellness Centre. 8 to 9:15 a.m.
NIA — On hiatus for the summer. Discover the 
delicious music, mindful movement & healing 
magic of Nia, a fabulous, fun blend of dance, 
martial arts and yoga. Info: arleensadler@
shaw.ca.  
OPEN MIC NIGHT at the Legion. 7 to 9 p.m.
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 6 to 
8 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints 
By-the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
WOMEN’S YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
VIJNANA YOGA with Liz Young at Stowel Lake 
Farm. 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
YOGA ALL LEVELS with Dorothy Price at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
YOGA with Jim Dickinson at SS Seniors.  2 to 
3 p.m.
YOGA IN SALT SPRING - Beginner/Level I with 
Jayne Lloyd-Jones 5 to 6:15 p.m. at Hedgerow 
House.  Info: 250-538-1716

EVERY FRIDAY 
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 
4 to 6 p.m. 
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning 
bridge lessons (but also with more advanced 
coaching available) at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine 
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 
FAMILY MOVIE MATINEE at the SS Public 
Library Program Room. 2:30 p.m. Check SS 
library for exact schedule.
STORYTIME at the SS Public Library in the 
children’s corner at 11 a.m. Drop-in program best 
for kids ages 3-6 and their caregivers. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at 
Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 
a.m. 
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. Facilitator Bryan Dubien brings 
his vast collection of board games, or you can 
bring your own. 6 to 9 p.m. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring 
Seniors from 12:15 to 2 p.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 to 6 p.m.
MIXED LEVELS YOGA with John Howe at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.

EVERY SATURDAY 
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family 
Place. For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 
a.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 to 6 p.m.
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.  Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-
1721. 
YOGA IN SALT SPRING - All Levels with Jayne 
Lloyd-Jones 5 to 6:15 p.m. at Hedgerow House. 
Call 250-538-1716 or check YogaInSaltSpring.
com for details.
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

EVERY SUNDAY 
FREE POOL at the Legion. 12 noon.
KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS 
Wellness Centre. 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon.
SUNDAY SATSANG at the SS Centre of Yoga. 
3:30 p.m. 
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors Centre at 10:30 a.m. 

MONDAY 
SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT usually meets on 
the third Monday of each month at the Ganges Fire 
Hall at 7 p.m. See www.saltspring� re.com. 

EVERY MONDAY
ACROYOGA CLASSES with Candice Seagull at 
the Baptist Church from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Info: 
facebook.com/cmsacroyoga
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2 to 4 p.m.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 
9 p.m.
DARTS players meet for games at the Legion 
from 6 to 9 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 
6:30 p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: 
George Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@
shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine 
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 9 to 10:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com. 
NIA — On hiatus for the summer. See 
Thursday description, except the location 
is All Saints Church, downstairs hall. Info: 
arleensadler@shaw.ca.  
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon. Info: hafizbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
SALT SPRING ISLAND QUAKER WORSHIP 
GROUP meets in Croftonbrook lounge at 6 p.m. 
Info: Ruth, 250-537-4075.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds 
casual coffee mornings for its members at 
Penny’s on the Green at 10 a.m. 
SALT SPRING SCOTTISH DANCERS meet at 
All Saints from 6 to 8 p.m. ON HIATUS FOR THE 
SUMMER.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt 
Spring library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring 
with Conrad Koke. Sign-up sheets are found 
in the Info Desk Programs binder. Sessions are 
available every Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health 
is open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd floor. 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
TOASTMASTERS, a dedicated band of public 
speaking learners and enthusiasts, meets at 
the Salt Spring Public Library. 7 to 9 p.m. but 
is meeting on a scaled-back schedule this 
summer.  See saltspring,toastmastersclubs.org.
VIJNANA YOGA LEVEL 2 with Cathy Valentine 
at Stowel Lake Farm. Sitting meditation, 
pranayama and asana. 5 to 6:30 p.m.  
YIN YOGA with Satiya Channer at Stowel Lake 
Farm. 7 to 8:30 p.m.
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness 
Centre: Mixed Levels from both 8:15 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m. and from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.; Level 1 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at 
the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
YOGA FLOW with Jaya Genevieve Levesque at 
Salt Spring Wellness from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY 
AL-ANON -  Do you have problems with 
someone’s drinking? Meet at 135 Drake Road 
(Catholic church) rear portable from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. All welcome.  
ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE. All are 
welcome to join the tango group, Por el Amor 
del Tango, at weekly practicas. All Saints 
By-the-Sea. 8 to 10 p.m. Info: ssi.tango@
gmail.com 
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors from 1 to 3 p.m. 
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
CHOIR at Salt Spring Seniors. 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.
EUCHRE games are played at the Legion at 
7 p.m.
FIT AFTER 50 - a gentle exercise program 
focusing on increasing the range of motion in 
our joints. Led by Bonnie Milne, an Arthritis 
Foundation Exercise Program instructor. SS 
Seniors Centre. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. to Aug. 
27. bonmilne@gmail.com.
FLOOR HOCKEY at Fulford Hall at 7:30 p.m.
LIFE DRAWING GROUP meets at Lions Hall 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All welcome.
LOST CHORDS seniors choir meets at SS 
Seniors at 10:30 a.m. 
NIA — On hiatus for the summer. See 
Thursday description, except the location 
is All Saints Church upper hall. Info: 
arleensadler@shaw.ca.  
MEN’S GROUP - A council of highly 
supportive men. 7 to 9:30 p.m. Info: John, 
call/text 1-519- 821-9703, reinless@mender.
ca or meetup.com/reinless/
PICKLEBALL games are played at Portlock 
Park from 6 to 8 p.m. Instruction and 
equipment provided for beginners. Info: 
ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground 
survival, search and rescue techniques at the 
SAR Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 
250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — Slow Flow 
class at Salt Spring Centre of Yoga from 4:30 
to 5:45 p.m.
YOGA IN SALT SPRING - Level I/II with Jayne 
Lloyd-Jones 5 to 6:30 p.m. at Hedgerow 
House. Info: 250-538-1716
YOGA with Gay Young at Stowel Lake Farm. 
5:15 to 6:45 p.m. 
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SALT SPRING 778.353.3012  
Grace Point Square, 1108–115 Fulford-Ganges Rd

nexgenhearing.com
WorkSafeBC and other Provincial WCB Networks, VAC, BCEA and NIHB accepted

Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

Share your hearing health journey with 
us at: facebook.com/nexgenhearing/

In all my years as a broadcaster, I had a 
communication device  jammed in one ear. 
Maybe that had something to do with my 
hearing issue, one I steadfastly denied. 

Today I’m wearing hearing aids and they are so helpful, 
and quite discreet.
I urge you to not delay as I did. Call NexGen Hearing 
and take advantage of their Free Hearing Test!

Tony Parsons 
shares his Hearing 
Health Story.

DRAGON BOAT RACING 

Dragons bring home the bling 
Spirit Point Fun events at 
Nautical Days

BY DONNA COCHRAN
SPIRIT POINT DRAGONS

Spirit Point Dragons earned a gold 
medal in the second division at the 2019 
Victor Simonson Dragon Boat Races in 
Comox over the long weekend.  

Sunday’s festival was part of Comox 
Nautical Days with 13 participating teams 
(six women’s and seven mixed). 

The Comox marina venue in beautiful 
Comox Bay was the perfect setting for the 
festival. The dragon boats loaded from 
docks alongside pleasure boats and whale 
watchers. There were three 450-m races as 
well as a Fun Mystery Race that involved 
pool noodles, a stint of paddling with 
hands and a few dizzying 360-degree 
turns.  

The round-robin format meant race 
times were tallied to determine the win-
ners in the mixed and women’s teams. In 
the fi rst race, Spirit Point raced their best 
time of 2:28, placing a solid fi rst ahead 
of Phoenix Rising (2:30) and Jolly Drag-
ons (2:31). They faced stiffer competition 
in the second race, coming second with 
(2:36) behind Mid Island Masters’ strong 
performance (2:11) and ahead of Jolly 
Dragons (2:42). The third race was the 
most competitive of the day with Spirit 
Point up against Mid Island Masters and 
Prevailing Wins, the top two teams who 
battled it out for fi rst place in  Div.1. Mid 

Island Masters prevailed with a one-sec-
ond lead. Spirit Point kept pace with the 
two leaders and raced their second best 
time of 2:29, landing a gold in Div. 2.

Spirit Point paddlers for the races 
were Lorrhaine Ekelund, Donna 
Cochran, Serena Mellen, Robyn Huntley, 
Lynda Green, Mary Lou Cuddy, Wendy 
McEachern, Melynda Okulitch, Christa 
Wohlfahrt, Carmelle Labelle, Ann Marie 
Davidson, Chris Ortlepp, Shirley Julien, 
Lorenn Ekelund, Samantha Goddard, 

Susana Helgason, Lisa Coles, Andrew 
Okulitch, Janet Bright, Joni Devlin and 
Susan Ahn. Special thanks to guest pad-
dler (and retired Spirit Point Dragon), 
Wendy Eggertson. Coach Mary Rowles 
kept up a furious pace o f drumming 
and shouting encouragement to keep 
the team focused. Each race featured a 
different steersperson. Lorenn Ekelund, 
Sam Goddard and Tom McKeachie all 
expertly steered the boat through the 
days’ changing tides.  

SWIMMING 

Swimmers heading to B.C. fi nals
Regular season ends with triumph 
and heartbreak

BY ZANDER GLATZ
SS STINGRAYS 

Marking the close to the regular 2019 summer 
swimming season, the Salt Spring Stingrays com-
peted in the Vancouver Island Regional Champi-
onships from Aug. 2 to 4 in Nanaimo. 

This meet was a heats and fi nals format, mean-
ing the top 16 swimmers from each division in pre-
lims compete for top three spots in fi nals (A and B 
fi nals). The top three swimmers from fi nals get the 
chance to represent the Vancouver Island region 
at the B.C. Summer Swimming Provincial Cham-
pionships, which will be held in Kamloops Aug. 
16 to 18. At provincials, swimmers will compete 
collectively as the VI Gators against other regions 
from across the province. 

The weekend was full of highs and lows, tri-
umphs and heartbreak, as swimmers strived for 
spots in finals and the chance to compete in 
Kamloops. Overall our coaching staff was very 
impressed with how the team handled this com-
petitive environment. Stingrays took winning and 
losing with grace, while setting an example as 
leaders. 

Beating out the stiff competition, the Stingrays 
secured a number of spots for the VI Region: Zoe 
Sanchez Wickland (Div. 3) second in 50-m back-
stroke, second in 50-m breaststroke; Druehn Pin-
ney (Div. 3) fi rst in 100-m IM, second in 50-m but-
terfl y, fi rst in 50-m backstroke, second in 100-m 

freestyle; Keegan Otsubo-Papp (Div. 4) second 
in 100-m backstroke; Aiden Otsubo-Papp (Div. 
5) second in 50-m freestyle, third in 100-m back-
stroke; Zoey Johnson (Div. 6) fi rst in 200-m IM, 
fi rst in 100-m butterfl y, fi rst in 100-m backstroke, 
fi rst in 50-m butterfl y; Joseph Schulze (Div. 6) 
third in 50-m freestyle, third in 50-m butterfl y; 
Austin Bisnar (Div. 7) third in 100-m breaststroke; 
Aramis St. Gelais (Div. 7) second in 100-m but-
terfl y, fi rst in 50-m butterfl y; Rylan Burnett (Div. 
7) second in 100-m backstroke, third in 100-m 
freestyle. 

Across the board swimmers rose to the occa-
sion and produced huge best times. All Stingrays 
should be very proud of how they represented 
themselves, their families and Salt Spring. This 
was an excellent way to end a great season.  

PHOTO BY BRUCE EGGERTSON

Salt Spring’s Spirit Point Dragons celebrate a gold-medal fi nish Sunday in Comox. 

PHOTO COURTESY SS STINGRAYS

Salt Spring Stingrays after fi nishing their regular 
season in Nanaimo over the long weekend.



Loretta Rithaler and Josie Ripley. Katie Watters 
heads up our Victim Services Program and we are 
also supported by our head guard Lee-Ann Bev-
eridge and other casual guards. It is our pleasure to 
serve this beautiful island.

OUR PRIORITIES:
ROAD SAFETY

Overall road safety continues to be a priority of 
this detachment. As part of our regular duties, you 
will see offi cers setting up road safety check stops 
and conducting other activities related to enforc-
ing impaired, distracted and other unsafe driving 
behaviours such as not wearing seat belts. In 2018, 
we recommended criminal impaired driving charges 
in six instances, and issued an additional 60 provincial 
driving prohibitions under the Immediate Roadside 
Prohibition Program. Penalties for these prohibitions 
range between a three-day to 90-day driving ban, 
and your vehicle may be impounded for a period of 
up to 30 days, along with monetary fi nes. We encour-
age everyone to plan ahead and use responsible 
alternatives to avoid drinking and driving. 

With September already fast approaching and our 
children soon returning to school we would like to 
remind everyone to take your time and slow your 
speed accordingly to 30 km/h or under in school 
zones on school days. Please also be mindful when 
travelling through congested and busy areas of the 
island such as downtown Ganges, when passing 
cyclists or where people are accessing our beautiful 
lakes or road side stands in close proximity to pass-
ing motorists. Bare in mind the posted speed limit 
is a maximum and driving a bit slower is sometimes 
necessary to be safe. 
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SMALL SPACES TO MAKE YOUR LIFE BIGGER

T: 250-537-5888  |  347 UPPER GANGES RD  |  saltspringselfstorage.ca  |  saltspringselfstorage.ca

SPECIAL OFFER

PA

Y FOR A YEAR

GET ONE MONTH FREE!

SALTSPRINGSELFSTORAGE

FOR ALL LIFE’S RALLIES

JPSubaruVictoria.com

2019 SUBARU FORESTER

check sizing on this

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

PCS proudly thanks our 
RCMP members.

250-537-0089
info@nobugs.ca
www.nobugs.ca

SALT SPRING LINEN AND

Dry Cleaners
116 Hereford AveNUe

250-537-2241

Proudly supporting our local 
RCMP detachment

G U L F  I S L A N D S

Me & Ron’s TOWING 250-537-9383
Thanks for making Our job Easier & Safer!

Junior Golf Program  -  www.saltspringgolf.com

S
al

t 
Spring Island

G
olf & Country C

lu
b             ESTABLISHED 1928

Thanks for all you do to 
keep our community safe.

   

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

steffichfineart
saltspringisland            established 1992Thank you for everything 

you do to keep us safe.

OCEAN VIEW PATIO
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT

325 Fernwood Road  .  250-931-2233

Fernwood Road 
Café

Eat ~ Drink ~ Relax

Saltspring Auto Parts
106 Jackson avenUe 250-537-5507
Hours: MonDAY - FriDAY 7:30-6pM, sAturDAY 8-5pM

We salute our local rcmp

SALUTE TO RCMPSalt Spring Island residents and businesses 
support their local detachment of the RCMP

Salt Spring Island residents and businesses 
support their local detachment of the RCMP

This feature is brought to you by these community-minded businesses.

Salt Spring RCMP station 
on the corner of Blain and 
Lower Ganges rds. 

Just like your home, your insurance coverage 
needs a strong foundation.

Suite 1103 - 115 Fulford-Ganges Rd., SSI, BC V8K 2T9  
Ph: 250-537-5527  •  Fax: 250-537-9700  •  seafirstinsurance.com 

How about a ground-up review?
Call us today.

Hello Salt Spring, 
My name is Corporal Matthew Crist, I am the 

Operations NCO (Supervisor) at your RCMP 
detachment. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce myself and provide an 
update on some of the detachment priorities 
my colleagues and I have been working on in 
2019. 

My wife and I and our three children recently moved 
here. I was previously aware of Salt Spring’s reputation 
for stunning coastal scenery, pastoral landscape and a 
moderate climate — a true nature lover’s dream. Trust 
me when I say, compared to many of the other places we 

get posted, this is a real paradise for a Mountie. 
The community has been incredibly friendly 

and welcoming, and we already feel settled 
into our new surroundings. Although, I have 
been reminded by a few “locals” that you aren’t 
considered truly local until you have lived here 
for at least 25 years (something tells me this 
number keeps growing). If I have learned any-
thing during my RCMP career, it is that change 
is constant and at some point you will transfer; 
that is especially true in our Limited Duration 
Postings such as Salt Spring. As such I’m not sure 
I will hit the 25-year mark, but regardless we 
are honoured to make Salt Spring our current 
home and look forward to spending the next 
few years here.

Amongst policing circles, there is a widely held 
belief that Salt Spring is a sleepy hollow and 
that not much ever happens here. Indeed I have 
felt this to be a very safe community to live and 
work in as a whole. But that said, I can attest 
that there is a dedicated team of police person-
nel working very hard (often in the background 
or unseen) to keep it this way. 

Joining me as newly posted to Salt Spring in 
2019 is Constable Ted Turgeon, who transferred 
in from Alberta. Together we join the exist-
ing crew that includes Sergeant Ryan Netzer 
(Detachment Commander) and Constables 
Andrea Fitzpatrick, Bruce Verhaeghe, Ian Has-
tie, James Elliott and Kyle Belton. As a team we 
have over 70 years of policing experience, hav-
ing served in both large and small communities 
in a variety of roles across Canada. Our long-
standing detachment service assistants include 

VISIBILITY
We strive to be a constant and visible pres-

ence in the community by conducting pro-
active foot patrols and bar walks, making 
efforts to attend community events and our 
local schools, and when possible getting out 
on the water for patrols with the police ves-
sel. Despite there being only so many police 
offi cers on this island, in the fi rst six months 
of 2019 we managed to conduct 415 proactive 
foot patrols throughout the various parks and 
public places, with the goal of reducing nui-
sance behaviour and creating an atmosphere 
that allows everyone to feel safe and enjoy 
these spaces. We also conducted 196 proac-
tive bar walks in an effort to reduce intoxica-
tion and associated liquor-related issues. We 
encourage people to call us when they see 
unsafe behaviour in our public spaces such as 
open consumption of liquor, suspected drug 
traffi cking, or if anyone is causing a distur-
bance.

Much of our success in policing is not pos-
sible without your cooperation and support. 
We rely on everyone’s eyes and ears to inform 
of us of what’s going on. If you have any 
information that may assist, we invite you 
to contact us at 250-537-5555, via email at 
saltspring@rcmp-grc.gc.ca, or by stopping by 
the detachment. 

Thank you for your support, 
Salt Spring! 

From your local RCMP 

New offi cers
join detachment
Current island priorities 
also outlined

Corporal Matthew Crist, 
new Salt Spring 

RCMP Operations NCO.

Your Community Newspaper Since 1960
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

250.537.993
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