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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Fire-Rescue personnel have put all 
their training and skills into practice over the past 
week, with a serious structure fi re on Sarah Way and 
a greenhouse fi re on Trincomali Heights among the 
calls testing local resources.

Firefi ghters were called to a vehicle fi re that was 
threatening a structure on Sarah Way on Wednes-
day, Oct. 4 around 4 p.m. The call soon went out for 
additional resources as the fi re quickly spread up the 
home’s wooden siding and into the attic.

Salt Spring Fire Chief Arjuna George said the newer 
home of 3,500 to 4,000 square feet posed a chal-
lenge because of the roof height and because the fi re 
moved into the interior. As well, human resources 
were stretched, with just 18 members, including tech-
nicians and tender drivers, available.

“We were very, very taxed,” George said. “It was 
a very stubborn fi re and it took a lot of effort to pull 
down the ceiling from inside.”

Firefighters on the scene faced exhaustion after 
serving in teams for spells of 17 minutes each. The air 
temperature was already warm for the afternoon, and 
the temperature inside the house was extremely hot, 
George said.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Salt Spring Fire Chief Arjuna George watches as his crews on the other side of the fence fi ght a Sarah Way fi re last Wednesday. 

Sarah Way residence destroyed by fire
Trincomali fi re also hits on
holiday weekend

FIRE

FIRE  continued on  2

LTC moves on three diff erent 
applications

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Local Trust Committee made steps 
toward meeting the island’s affordable housing needs by 
moving three project applications forward at Thursday’s 
business meeting.  

The LTC started its run at advancing nearly 100 new units 
by giving fi rst reading to a rezoning application for Tami 
and Fernando dos Santos’ Dragonfl y Commons develop-
ment, which proposes 20 low-cost micro homes that eli-
gible people employed in the community could purchase. 

“This initiative has my unqualifi ed support,” said trustee 
George Grams. “We know housing is perhaps our most 
pressing issue at the moment. I thank you for bringing this 
forward and making this opportunity possible for the com-
munity.”

Community Services project 
The LTC also gave first reading to a housing agree-

ment related to another affordable home-ownership 
project. Salt Spring Community Services is planning 
a 24-unit project for Salt Spring Island Commons on 
Bishop’s Walk, which will include at least four rental 
units. 

HOUSING 

Affordable housing proposals make progress
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your community, your health  
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Residential Care and Palliative Care.  

DW & X
oct 11 and Nov 15
colour

KATHY VENTER     
BILL BOYD 

GILLIAN McCONNELL 
DEON VENTER

AUTUMN EXHIBITION 2017
OCTOBER 13 - NOVEMBER 2

OPENING RECEPTION
FRIDAY OCT. 13 • 5pm-8pm 4four

please proof read 
copy carefully, 
has been reset

Large home blaze tough to battle

At one point the situation became too 
dangerous for crews to be inside and they 
had to withdraw for a period before they 
were able to safely regain the interior.

The situation was made more difficult by 
the need to respond to three other calls that 
evening, including a kitchen fire on Devine 
Drive. George said that call went relatively 
quickly as the fire didn’t get into the struc-
ture. Fire crews also attended a medical call 
and investigated commercial alarm bells 
while the Sarah Way fire was still involved. 
They were on the Sarah Way scene until 
12:30 a.m. Thursday.

George said it was fortunate the fire 
department has a water storage tank in 
the neighbourhood just around the corner 
from the home, so tender shuttling was 
done quickly. They used between 10,000 
and 15,000 gallons of water. As well, the 
house had a short and well-constructed 

driveway with a turn-around at the top, 
which helped efficient operations.

Although the second floor of the house 
was entirely destroyed, the lower level 
mainly sustained water damage. Crews 
were able to salvage many of the home-
owners’ belongings, such as family photos, 
artworks and personal items.

George said the fight would have been 
easier and potentially safer if the firefight-
ers had had the ability to direct an elevated 
water stream onto the roof.

“It’s a very tough tactic for us because we 
just don’t have the ability to be at the level 
of the roof, so that was a challenge for us,” 
George said.

“Our crews did an amazing job facing a 
very challenging situation.”

One firefighter was treated on the scene 
for a minor burn. All firefighters went 
through a rehabilitation process after their 
shifts. No other injuries were reported.

In addition to Salt Spring Fire-Rescue, 
RCMP, BC Hydro and Emergency Social 

Services personnel attended the scene. 
A smaller structure fire on Trincomali 

Heights on Thanksgiving weekend received 
a strong response as the call-out initial-
ly came in as a commercial fire. Multiple 
apparatus and 20 members attended the 
scene on Sunday afternoon and found a 
small greenhouse fully involved at a resi-
dence. The glass, wood and plastic structure 
was destroyed.

Lt. Mitchell Sherrin said the homeowners 
had started the attack with a hose and buck-
ets but there were still flames and smoke 
when crews arrived. The source of the fire 
is a mystery. Sherrin said he was not able 
to determine whether a chemical reaction, 
refraction from the glass or some other rea-
son might have been at play.

Firefighters were called at 2:35 p.m and 
were finished clean-up at the hall by 5 p.m.

_______________________________

For video clips of the Sarah Way fire, see 
www.facebook.com/gulfislandsdriftwood

ISLANDS TRUST

LTC supports governance reforms
Officials look for new 
avenues

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Governance questions were 
top of mind Thursday for the Salt 
Spring Local Trust Committee at 
its first business meeting since 
the island’s failed incorporation 
referendum of Sept. 9.

“These, I can say, are exciting 
times,” LTC chair Peter Luckham 
said during his report before the 
town hall portion of the meeting. 

Luckham named the change in 
provincial government and the 
island’s vote against incorpora-
tion as part of the good news. 
While he praised the island’s 
engagement in the process, he 
said a key message from the “yes” 
campaign had been received, 
that in the 15 years since the last 
incorporation referendum noth-
ing had been done to improve 
governance problems.

“Not on my watch,” Luckham 
said, adding he wanted to get all 
the players together to work out a 
plan on how to repair the evident 
dysfunction in Salt Spring’s sys-
tem. Luckham reported he had 
formal and informal meetings 
with B.C. Premier John Horgan 
and various ministers the pre-
vious week during the Union of 
B.C. Municipalities convention, 
and made sure to tell them about 
Salt Spring.

The Islands Trust Executive 

Committee is also hoping to work 
with the province on legislative 
changes to the Islands Trust Act 
to make it more effective, and 
wants to discover what tools may 
be available already but haven’t 
been used to their fullest extent, 
Luckham said.

Salt Spring trustees Peter 
Grove and George Grams also 
made statements about mov-
ing forward past the vote. Grams 
reported that he had written to 
Municipal Affairs Minister Selina 
Robinson asking her to respect 
the community’s decision, as the 
second time within 15 years the 
community had decisively voted 
against incorporation.

“I think really that is the only 
way we’re going to move forward 
collectively, and I think collab-
oratively,” Grams said. 

Grams has asked Robinson to 
open up consideration of a third 
option besides status quo or 
incorporation, which were the 
only two choices allowed by the 
previous government. 

“Perhaps this administration 
under the NDP will be more open 
to other options,” Grams said.

Grove said he felt many issues 
had been on hold during the ref-
erendum process and now it is 
time to move ahead with action.

“The Islands Trust has already 
begun a process of reviewing 
its role and what might be done 
to strengthen its mandate. I am 
hopeful that the CRD will also 
take a hard look at what it might 

do to meet our community’s 
needs more effectively,” Grove 
said.

Grove said the need for 
improved coordination and com-
munication of governance mat-
ters has been clearly identified, 
and suggested holding regular 
town hall meetings as one solu-
tion.

“In the interest of improved 
integration between and within 
agencies, I am asking our CRD 
director, as our de facto local 
government leader, to hold such 
public meetings,” Grove report-
ed. “Ideally there should be a 
requirement for such meetings, 
written into a procedures bylaw.” 

In Grove’s view, all CRD com-
mission chairs should attend such 
sessions to report briefly on the 
matters they are dealing with. 
Chairs of improvement districts 
and Islands Trust trustees would 
also be invited to attend and 
report out.

CRD director Wayne McIntyre, 
who regularly gives a report on 
his activities after the Islands 
Trust officials, had a lengthy list 
to report on Thursday. He had also 
met with various ministers at the 
UBCM, and said he has written to 
the CRD Board chair on the topic 
of improving local governance. 

“The CRD had a lot of propos-
als sitting on the shelf. Now is 
the time to bring them forward 
and see how they mesh with the 
Islands Trust and CRD staff,” 
McIntyre said. 

FIRE 
continued from 1
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Newsbeat Heads up!
Free Rainwater Harvesting Tour: 
Saturday, OCTOBER 14, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.   
Tour map: www.ssiwatersheds.ca 

Tourism 
awards

Three groups with Gulf 
Islands connections have won 
Tourism Association of Van-
couver Island awards. 

At a gala event at Mary 
Winspear Cultural Centre last 
month, Experience the Gulf 
Islands initiators, Harbour Air 
Seaplanes and BC Ferries were 
among the award winners. 

Innovator of the Year Award 
went to the Southern Gulf 
Islands Tourism Consortium 
for their Experience the Gulf 
Islands marketing program. 
Harbour Air won the Tourism 
Sustainability Award for initia-
tives such as carbon-offsets, 
waste reduction and recycling 
programs. FortisBC presented 
an award to BC Ferries for use 
of liquefied natural gas in its 
new Salish-class ferries. 

Suicide 
awareness 
training

A free workshop taking 
place on Friday, Oct. 20 will 
give people the tools they 
need to be aware of suicide 
risk in their community. 

According to mental health 
professionals, most people 
with thoughts of suicide don’t 

truly want to die, but are strug-
gling with the pain in their 
lives. SafeTALK is a half-day 
alertness-training session that 
prepares anyone over the age 
of 15, regardless of prior expe-
rience or training, to become a 
suicide-alert helper. 

The session will be held 
at Salt Spring Elementary 
School, with coffee and treats 
provided at 12:30 p.m. The 
training begins at 1 p.m.

Participants will learn to 
notice and respond to situa-
tions where suicide thoughts 
might be present; recog-
nize that invitations for help 
are often overlooked; move 
beyond the common tenden-
cy to miss, dismiss, and avoid 
suicide; and learn what com-
munity resources are available 
and how to connect someone 
with thoughts of suicide to 
them for further help.

Additional information can 
be found at livingworks.net/
programs/safetalk. Partici-
pants should RSVP through 
Eventbrite at safetalkssi.event-
brite.com.

The session is offered by the 
Salt Spring Local Action Team 
as part of the Child and Youth 
Mental Health and Substance 
Use Collaborative, funded in 
partnership by Doctors of BC 
and the B.C. government.

News briefs
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SOCIAL HEALTH 

Vital Signs report probes quality of life on Salt Spring
Families seek recreation, 
education opportunities

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Foundation has 
offered the community a snap-
shot into its make-up and the 
unique factors shaping life on the 
island with the 2017 Salt Spring 
Island Vital Signs report.

Released on Tuesday, Oct. 3, the 
much-anticipated report offers 
statistics on a wide range of data, 
from work and economy to arts 
and culture and the environment. 
The island’s population anchors 
the study, with a breakdown into 
age groups, employment, hous-
ing and health care among other 
categories.

“The board of the Salt Spring 
Foundation is proud to provide 
this valuable tool as a resource 
for residents, community groups, 
businesses and all levels of gov-
ernment. The report will also 
inform the foundation’s grant 
making, helping us focus pro-
grams and projects that will have 
the biggest impact on commu-
nity needs,” a message from board 
chair Kees Ruurs states in part.

Data was collected from a com-
munity survey in March and April, 
with 556 responses submitted, 
and reported alongside official 
government statistics. Not sur-
prisingly, the report found that 

seniors make up a large part of 
the community — 3,230 people 
or 30.6 per cent of the population. 
This nearly doubles the national 
average of 16.9 per cent and far 
exceeds the 18.3 per cent provin-
cial average. 

The report finds that although 
the population aged 65-74 is 
expected to shrink by 10 per cent 
over the next 10 years, the popula-
tion aged 75 and older will grow 
significantly — by 88 per cent. Salt 
Spring’s life expectancy in 2015 
was 84.43 years, compared to 
82.63 in B.C. 

The Better at Home program 
offers light housework, visits and 
van excursions to 250 seniors, but 
care facilities may not be adequate 
to meet the aging population’s 
needs. There are currently 50 resi-
dential care beds, 70 supported 
care beds and 27 assisted living 
suites at various facilities on the 
island. The senior poverty rate is 
13.5 per cent, nearly equal to the 
provincial rate of 13.9 per cent. 

On the flip side, the number 
of children being born on Salt 
Spring is lower than provincial and 
national averages. The 1,730 chil-
dren living on Salt Spring make up 
16.4 per cent of the population, 
compared to 22.4 of Canadians 
and 20.4 of British Columbians. 
The local birth rate in 2015 was five 
live births per 1,000 people, com-
pared to 8.4 on Vancouver Island 
and 9.6 provincially. 

According to a sample state-
ment, families like raising children 
in Salt Spring’s safe and natural 
environment. Of the total survey 
respondents who said they were 
considering leaving Salt Spring, 
though, 15 per cent said it was 
because their children wanted 
more access to sports and recre-
ation activities, and another eight 
named education opportunities 
for their kids as the reason.

Children on Salt Spring may be 
living in slightly better circum-
stances than elsewhere in the 

province. The child poverty rate 
in the Capital Regional District is 
16.3 per cent, compared to 20.4 
per cent across B.C., while 29 per 
cent of School District 64 kinder-
garten students are considered 
vulnerable learners, compared to 
32.2 per cent provincially. 

Housing was listed as the great-
est concern about living on Salt 
Spring for nearly half of the sur-
vey respondents. The 2016 home-
less count recorded 83 homeless 
people. The rental availability rate 
is expected to be less than 1.5 per 

cent in 2018, while there were 306 
short-term vacation rentals listed 
on Airbnb as of Aug. 1. 

The most recent National Hous-
ing Survey in 2011 found 56.3 per 
cent of renters and 44.2 per cent of 
homeowners on Salt Spring were 
spending 31 per cent or more of 
their income on housing. The 
affordability rate is 30 per cent or 
less of household income. 

Other statistics show that while 
chronic disease rates are lower 
in general on the Gulf Islands 
than the rest of the province, 
Lady Minto Hospital has a high 
number of emergency room visits 
with 534.4 visits per 1,000 resi-
dents compared to 450 across the 
Island Health region. Gulf Islands 
residents also purchased far more 
alcohol than the provincial aver-
age. The average island resident 
consumed 795 drinks in 2015, 
while the provincial average was 
522.

Other sections of the report 
dealing with quality of life out-
line the number of arts organi-
zations and published authors, 
community group participation, 
religious practice, food and agri-
culture, and recreation. Statistics 
also cover work and economy, 
education, the income gap and 
the environment. 

For more information or to see 
the final report, visit ssifounda-
tion.ca or contact the office at 
250-537-8305. 

Cover of first Salt Spring Vital Signs report, which was released on Oct. 3.
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Capital Regional District

Request for Proposal 2017-330:
Wharfinger Services -  
Southern Gulf Islands & Swartz Bay

The Capital Regional District (“CRD”) invites detailed 
proposals from individuals or companies to act as 
Wharfingers for the Southern Gulf Islands and Swartz 
Bay. Proposals will be evaluated for the selection of a 
consultant (or consultants) with the intent to enter into a 
contract (the “Contract”) to provide the services described 
in Appendix “A.”
The CRD provides small craft harbours (docks) at 11 
locations in the Southern Gulf Islands and Swartz Bay. 
These harbours provide a vital link to island community 
residents and visitors by providing moorage, access points 
for supplies and mail delivery as well as for water taxis. 
Proponents may submit proposals for multiple docks; 
however, each dock will be awarded separately. The 
remuneration level for wharfingers is set under CRD Bylaw 
No. 2844 for the Southern Gulf Islands. Therefore, the 
criteria in the evaluation process will not include a financial 
component. 
The deadline for submissions is November 09, 2017 at 
3pm.
For more information, please visit www.crd.bc.ca/
business/opportunities.
Kevin Evans
Purchaser, Integrated Water Services
Capital Regional District
Tel: 250.474.9674
Email: kevans@crd.bc.ca

#1 AD
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#3203 in Grace Pt. Square 250.537.1299 
offer runs until December 22, 2017

monday – friday 10am – 4pm or by appointment

40 new frame choices
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and our daily special slice available all day

“Enjoy our Daily Soup Special”
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For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

Serving Vancouver Island & the Gulf Islands for over 30 years!

Residential  •  CommeRCial  •  Renovations 
250-743-4111  1340 Fisher Road, Cobble Hill, v0R 1l0

  www.creativewoodcraft.ca
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Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe
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Cell Phones, Boosters, Printers, Monitors, Cables & Adapters, Power Surge 
Protectors, Audio & Headphones, Earbuds, Speakers, Gifts & Gadgets, Remote 
Controls, Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, Watch Batteries,  Battery Chargers & 
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537.8371

need electronic supplies?

  342 LOWER GANGES ROAD
  ALSO HAVE UPSTAIRS LOCATION      SALT SPRING ISLAND

Issues to be resolved in process

Planner Seth Wright had 
recommended staff work 
further with the applicant 
on the housing agreement 
before it  got f irst  read-
ing,  as there were con-
cerns about the proposed 
affordability matrix.

A staff report explained 
that Community Servic-
es requested a maximum 
income cap of  $60,000 
for qualified purchasers 
in 2016,  and had since 
requested an increase to 
a  m a x i m u m  i n c o m e  o f 
$75,000.

“This pushes the likely 
recipients of  this hous-
ing well above the medi-
an household income of 
$53,523 and even above 
t h e  m e d i a n  h o u s e h o l d 
i n c o m e  f o r  t w o - p a re n t 
families of $71,332, both 
as noted by Community 
Services,” Wright stated 
in his staff report. “As the 
median household income 
represents the fiftieth per-
centi le  of  income,  this 
increase has the potential 
of pricing the units out 
of reach for nearly half of 
households.” 

Wr i g h t  a l s o  f l a g g e d 
issues with the proposed 
monthly rates for rental 
units that will be owned 
by Community Services, 
which they have suggest-
ed would be capped at a 
maximum rate of $1,477, 

or one-twelfth of 30 per 
cent of the yearly median 
household income.

Salt Spring Community 
Services’ executive direc-
tor Rob Grant explained 
his view that staff ’s rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  m e e t 
the 30 per cent threshold 
was “not viable and it’s 
not common practice for 
affordable housing proj-
ects such as ours.”

“ The concept  of  rent 
geared to income, where a 
person’s shelter costs are 
guaranteed to never exceed 
30 per cent of their income, 
is only practically applied 
in the case of subsidized 
housing, where an addi-
tional expenditure of pub-
lic spending is allocated 
to bridge the difference 
between the rent revenue 
and the actual cost of pro-
viding the housing,” Grant 
said. 

The LTC approved first 

reading without asking for 
additional amendments to 
the funding model. 

“I have to recognize the 
expertise of Community 
Services in this field, and 
I don’t think anyone prob-
ably knows more than they 
do about the affordable 
housing market,” Grams 
concluded. “And I hear the 
director state that impos-
ing conditions that would 
strangle this thing would 
be entirely self-defeating.”

Croftonbrook 
expansion 

In  fur ther  af fordable 
housing news from Thurs-
day’s meeting, the LTC gave 
first reading to a rezoning 
bylaw for the Croftonbrook 
expansion project to allow 
34 rental units and office 
in a three-story apartment 
building on a portion of 
the land currently zoned 
for agriculture. Another 
20 units that don’t require 
rezoning are planned for 
an earlier phase. 

Contract planner Susan 
Pa l m e r  e x p re s s e d  re s -
er vations about several 
issues she felt applicant 
Island Women Against Vio-
lence should resolve first 
through the referral pro-
cess; these included emer-
gency access/egress, fire 
protection and water sup-
ply. 

Existing units at Croft-
onbrook offer subsidized 

housing for seniors and 
p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i -
ties.  BC Housing provides 
the subsidy, allowing rents 
to be set at 30 per cent of 
income.  The new project 
will not receive any subsidy 
and will operate under a 
mixed rental model. 

IWAV ’s funding agree-
ment with the CRD Region-
al Housing First Program 
means that 18 units will 
be rented at the shelter 
a l lowance rate  of  $375 
for the hard to house and 
chronically homeless. The 
remaining units will range 
in size and rent, increas-
ing from the shelter rate to 
a maximum below-market 
rate. 

During the LTC’s meet-
ing’s town hall  session, 
neighbours from the exist-
ing Croftonbrook units and 
the Cottonwood Close stra-
ta complex next door raised 
concerns about traffic, the 
length and disruption of 
construction, obstruction 
of views and the resulting 
loss in property values.

The LTC agreed to go 
ahead with first reading of 
the bylaw despite the unre-
solved issues, noting these 
will have to be addressed in 
order to move further.

“There may be some dif-
ferent things that come to 
our attention and there 
may be some amendments 
before we go to second 
reading,” said LTC chair 
Peter Luckham.

ISLANDS TRUST

Hotel to increase units
Cranberry subdivision 
plan also addressed

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s venerable Harbour 
House Hotel continues to work on 
transforming its space for a new 
generation, with plans to add 13 
new accommodation units later 
this year on top of massive renova-
tion work already underway. 

The Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee gave first reading 
Thursday to a rezoning applica-
tion necessary to add density to 
the site. According to a staff report, 
“all proposed new units will be 
located within the footprint of the 
existing building, occupying space 
in the lower floor of the annex pre-
viously used as a liquor store, the 
upper floor of the annex, and in 
the former Orchard conference 
room.”

Planner Jason Youmans reported 
the owners wanted to add the extra 
units to increase profitability and 
offset the interior and exterior ren-
ovation costs. A preliminary design 
had suggested locating some of 
the new units in a satellite building 
until the applicant became aware 
of a potential conflict with a First 
Nations heritage area. 

“The property is within 50 metres 
of a known archaeological site and 
that there is a high probability of 
additional archaeological values on 
the property itself,” the staff report 
observes.

With knowledge that local First 
Nations may have concerns about 
any further development on the 
property, Youmans suggested that 
a restrictive covenant be put on 
title that would limit new units to 
the existing building until those 
concerns were addressed.

Trustees decided to give the 
application first reading and to go 
ahead with requirements such as a 
pathway zoning amenity, the dedi-
cation of disability parking spots 
and covering a bicycle parking area, 
as dictated by Salt Spring’s Official 
Community Plan. Staff will send 
the application out to First Nations 
and agencies, including the Salt 
Spring Island Advisory Planning 
Commission and Agricultural Advi-
sory Planning Commission, before 
the next stage.

In other business Thursday, the 
LTC passed three aspects of a sub-
division application for 114 Cran-
berry Rd.  

The subdivision must be 
approved by the Ministry of Trans-
portation and Infrastructure in 
order to proceed. 

PROJECTS 
continued from 1

“Imposing 
conditions that 
would strangle 
this thing would 
be entirely 
self-defeating.” 
george grams
Islands Trust trustee, on 
Salt Spring Commons 



Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 	 NEWSBEAT� WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2017 |  5

• 40 different brands
• match Vancouver Island 

competitors prices
• in-home consulation
• we deliver & install

Shop Local & Save!

info@saltspringappliance.com
saltspringappliance.com 250 537 5596

Salt Spring 
Appliance 
             S A L E S  &  R E P A I R

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211

27,670*$

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2017 Forester 2.0XT Limited with technology 
package with an MSRP of $41,170 including Freight & PDI of $1,675. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See Jim 
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. Dealer #40319.

With more safety, performance, and comfort than ever 
before, it’s easy for the new and improved 2017 Subaru 
Forester to make friends. And now with heated seats 
available in the front and rear, it’ll be hard to keep them out. 

A MAN’S BEST FRIEND’S NEW BEST FRIEND.

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  1-888-619-0809

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM
$28,320 OR

MONTHLY PAYMENT 
$373 
PLUS TAX

DOWN PAYMENT
$0

48 MOS LEASE AT 3.99%*

2018 Crosstrek 
TOURING AUTOMATIC

*Pricing applies to a 2018 Crosstrek Touring Automatic with price of $28,320 including Freight & PDI ($1,675), Documentation Fee ($395), Tire Levy ($25), and Air Conditioning Fee 
($100). Taxes, license, registration, and insurance are extra. Leasing and fi nancing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI on approved credit. Offers avail-
able until December 31, 2017. Offers are subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice. Vehicle shown solely for purpose of illustration and may not be equipped as 
shown. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. Dealer #40319.

LEV $13,458 PLUS TAXES | STOCK # JP8088 | MODEL # JX2TP

DESIGNED FOR ISLAND LIFE.
ON ROAD OR OFF, 
COUNT ON CROSSTREK 
TO GET YOU THERE

Well Equipped from $28,320.00
$373 MONTHLY plus tax               
$0 Down
LEV $13458 plus tax
Stock# JP8088
Model# JX2TP

LEV $13,458 PLUS TAXES | STOCK # JP8088 | MODEL # JX2TP

*Pricing applies to a 2018 Crosstrek Touring Automatic with price of $28,840 including Freight & PDI ($1,675), Documentation Fee ($395), Tire Levy ($25), and Air Conditioning Fee 
($100). Taxes, license, registration, and insurance are extra. Leasing and fi nancing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI on approved credit. Offers 
available until August 31, 2017. Offers are subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice. Vehicle shown solely for purpose of illustration and may not be equipped 
as shown. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. Dealer #40319.

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012 
101 - 164 Kings Lane

nexgenhearing.com
Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

“As many of you may know, living with 
a hearing impairment is a silent, often 
lonely existence. A few short weeks after 
my hearing aid fitting, I had a renewed 
confidence. My world 
has completely opened 
up again! If you’ve been 
putting off a hearing 
evaluation, I urge you to  
be proactive. Make a  
simple choice and call  
NexGen Hearing!”  – Darcy Naylor

My World Has 
Opened Up 
Again

WATCH THE  
VIDEO

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012 
101 - 164 Kings Lane

nexgenhearing.com
Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

“Communication is the most important 
thing in life. You communicate every day. 
But I can’t do that if I can’t hear. I want to 
hear everything. When I  
ski, I want to hear the  
shoosh of the snow on  
my skis. I couldn’t do it  
without NexGen Hearing!”  
 – Gerry Cotter

I want to hear everything!

WATCH THE  
VIDEO

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012 
101 - 164 Kings Lane

nexgenhearing.com
Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

“Forget what you knew about hearing aids. 
Ask about the Oticon OPN with BrainHearing™ 
Technology. They are the first hearing aids 
proven to be ‘easier’ on the brain.”

Red Robinson speaks out 
about Hearing Loss.

“Darcy Ad”:  Oct 11 & Nov 22 “SOML Red” Ad: Oct 25 & Dec 6“Gerry Ad”: Nov 8 & Dec 20

I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism

cell: 604-902-0702
website: www.dmarchitect.ca

The Salt Spring Island Foundation 
is accepting applications between 
Oct. 15 and Nov. 30, 2017, for the 2018 
Shaw Family Community Grant. Up to 
$100,000 will be awarded to a project 
that meets a top community priority. 
For information on criteria and the 
application process, please contact the 
Foundation at 250.537.8305 or email 
gordon@ssifoundation.ca.

Shaw Family Community  
Grant Applications Invited

www.gulf is landsdri ftwood.com

ENVIRONMENT 

Forest ecologist calls for local deer cull
Loss of understory having 
disastrous effects, says 
expert 

By Frants Attorp
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o d 

The proliferation of deer on the Gulf 
Islands gained widespread media atten-
tion earlier this month when Oak Bay 
Police Chief Andy Brinton collided with a 
deer whilst cycling on Salt Spring. 

Brinton suffered several broken bones 
but is reportedly going to make a full 
recovery. The high-profile accident raised 
the question of whether Salt Spring, like 
Oak Bay, should consider a deer cull.

According to Tara Martin, a UBC expert 
in forest ecology who was born and raised 
on Salt Spring, the deer problem in the 
Gulf Islands has reached a crisis level and 
must, to put it bluntly, be shot down as 
soon as possible.

According to Martin, there are at least 
six times as many deer on Salt Spring as is 
healthy for local ecosystems.

“When the island was settled by Euro-
peans over 150 years ago, there were no 
more than 1,000 deer on the island,” she 
said. “Today, that number has increased 
to about 6,000.”

The population explosion is attributed 
largely to a cessation of traditional hunt-
ing by First Nations, and insufficient kills 
by other hunters. Another contributing 
factor is the disappearance of top preda-
tors like cougars and wolves. 

“There is no top down control to keep 
the deer population in check,” said Martin.

The impact of deer over-population 
has been devastating for the local ecol-
ogy. 

“Our forests may look beautiful, but 
they are vastly different than before and 
in a state of rapid decline,” explains Mar-
tin. 

She points out that marvellous wild-
flowers such as the chocolate lily, the 
fawn lily and camas have all but disap-
peared. Also susceptible to over-browsing 
are bushes such as Saskatoon berries, 
trailing bramble berries, huckleberries 
and red currant. Even arbutus, cedar and 
Garry oak seedlings are not spared.

The loss of the understory is changing 
the composition and structure of our for-
ests, and this in turn has had a disastrous 
effect on birds that use that habitat for 

foraging and nesting. Song birds such as 
fox sparrows and orange crowned war-
blers are becoming increasingly rare.

“We are witnessing a cascading eco-
logical collapse due to over-browsing,” 
said Martin.

There is also the impact on humans to 
consider. According to Martin, there is an 
average of one ICBC claim per week on 
Salt Spring due to vehicles colliding with 
deer. Some accidents are minor fender 
benders while others are more serious 
involving personal injury.

So what is the solution? Martin believes 
the first obstacle to overcome is the 
“Bambi syndrome,” which causes some 
people to value the lives of deer over all 
other plant and animal species.

“We have to get real,” said Martin. “Yes, 
deer can be cute, but when there are too 
many they are tremendously destructive 
and can drive other species to extinc-
tion.”

More specifically, Martin wants to see 
hunting regulations changed to allow a 

greater bag limit. “Two bucks per person 
is not enough,” she asserts. “And there’s 
no way to manage the population if hunt-
ers aren’t allowed to take females.” She 
believes hunting is the only cost-effective 
method of control. Other measures, such 
as sterilization, are hugely stressful for 
the animals, extremely costly and often 
ineffective.

According to Martin, at least a third 
of the island should be open to hunting. 
This includes First Nations’ land, parks, 
the ecological reserve, forestry lands and 
other large, private holdings. She would 
like to see a coordinated effort involv-
ing First Nations, BC Parks, the Capital 
Regional District, conservation officers, 
farmers and others.

“It’s not a problem with no solution, so 
let’s just get on with it. If Oak Bay can cull 
their deer, what’s stopping us?”

Martin would also like to see a change 
in attitude towards top predators such as 
cougar and wolves.

“There are currently two cougars on 
the island,” she said. “Let’s let them do 
their job rather than trying to eradicate 
them. If farmers are concerned about 
their livestock, they should put them in a 
shelter at night or get a guard dog.”

She adds that recent studies by one of 
her colleagues have shown that deer are 
now infected with the liver fluke parasite 
which has been spreading to livestock. 
Low levels of the parasite have little effect 
on animal health, but higher levels can 
kill the host animal. Humans, however, 
are not affected by ingesting the parasite.

And what about those pesky rabbits? 
Martin is equally ruthless in discussing 
their fate: “They are not native to the 
island and should therefore be trapped or 
hunted at every opportunity. They finish 
up what the deer don’t eat and are con-
tributing to the destruction. Both deer 
and rabbits taste great and are a good 
source of protein. There are many won-
derful recipes for rabbit and venison on 
the internet.”

As evidence that deer control works, 
Martin points to several small areas on the 
island that have been fenced off and, as a 
result, have returned to their former glory. 

“We have a lot to gain by managing 
the deer population,” she said. “Not only 
will we reduce the risk to motorists, but 
also restore our ecosystems with healthy 
regeneration and an abundance of wild-
flowers and songbirds.”

www.taramartin.org

Tara Martin, a forest ecologist and ad-
junct UBC professor.

“There is no top-down 
control to keep the deer 
population in check.” 
TARA MARTIN, Ph.D.
UBC forest ecologist
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Building 
blocks
P

rogress on three afford-
able housing projects 
is reason for excite-
ment on Salt Spring. 

As the Salt Spring Island Foundation’s recently 
released Vital Signs report detailed, affordable housing 
was the biggest concern by far among the Vital Signs 
survey’s 556 respondents. We also know from anecdot-
al sources that a lack of housing is affecting the local 
economy, with some businesses citing an inability to 
get and keep staff due to the housing situation as the 
reason for their closure or reduction in hours. 

While the three projects now underway will not 
be done in time to address the current crisis, once 
completed, the 100 units of rental and for-purchase 
housing would represent a signifi cant addition to 
the housing stock. We wholeheartedly support the 
Dragonfl y Commons, Salt Spring Commons and Crof-
tonbrook expansion projects and hope no obstacles 
prevent them from opening.  

As with any new project 
undertaken on Salt Spring, 
or any other region, 
community support is 
key to success. Everyone 
can get on board the idea 
of increasing affordable 
housing, but their enthu-
siasm might be tempered 
if a project impacts their 

day-to-day life. 
Neighbours to the Croftonbrook expansion pro-

posed by Island Women Against Violence expressed 
some concerns at last week’s Local Trust Committee 
meeting. They should not be ignored. As has been the 
case in the past, neighbour opposition can kill any 
initiative. We urge IWAV to not treat neighbourhood 
concerns lightly and to work as closely as possible with 
them to achieve consensus about the project’s design 
and impact.

Another potential confl ict area is in providing water 
for the development. IWAV does not intend to ask the 
North Salt Spring Waterworks District to provide water 
for the new units. It has what appears to be a viable 
alternate plan. However, the NSSWD has registered 
concern that if the project’s water plan fails, the 
NSSWD would be expected to step in to provide water. 
The NSSWD’s ability to provide water for fi refi ghting 
purposes has also not been confi rmed. Both matters 
should be resolved soon that the whole development is 
not quashed because of water-supply issues. 

Tangible progress to a serious island problem is 
being made. Let’s ensure we’re all working together to 
create the housing that is desperately needed. 

Government tries working together
During a series of town hall meetings hosted on Salt Spring, 

Galiano, Mayne and Pender islands and in Sidney (Saturna and 
Piers islands coming soon), I answered many questions about 
the political events of this past summer and the Confi dence and 
Supply Agreement that I signed with the provincial government.

For the fi rst time in decades we have a minority government 
in British Columbia. It has been called a “grand experiment” 
and, while this arrangement may be new to B.C. politics, this 
“experiment” is little different than the countless number of 
personal interactions and business transactions that occur 
every day.

The Confi dence and Supply Agreement provides stability for 
the provincial government and provides a framework for a strong 
working relationship between members in the Legislative Assem-
bly.

While a novel concept in B.C. politics, the agreement is in fact 
very similar to a joint venture partnership used by businesses 
who want to bring their expertise together to deliver a product 
or service. Agreements such as a confi dence and supply agree-
ment or a joint venture partnership are often critical for success 
and make so many other aspects of our society and economy 
excel.

The Confi dence and Supply Agreement is founded on fi ve 
words: “Good faith and no surprises.”

This is the minimum requirement of any healthy relationship. 
To give meaning to these words, all parties to the agreement 
are essentially agreeing to communicate with each other. In my 
opinion, that is necessary for good governance.

When we lack the collaboration and communication necessary 

to create policy that is a well-informed pursuit of effective solu-
tions, we fail our constituents.

During the election, policy promises were made by every 
party. If one party had won a majority they would have been 
able to execute their plan with little to no collaboration or 
accountability. However, the election produced a minority gov-
ernment where collaboration is now required to ensure stability 
for British Columbians. As such, the Confi dence and Supply 
Agreement provides new reference points for these campaign 
promises.

In the terms highlighted in the agreement, the signatories 
agreed to commit to certain public policy directions. Where 
the agreement is silent on a particular area or policy, then the 
reference point is the government’s platform and the B.C. Green 
Caucus will determine its support on an issue-by-issue basis.

With a working relationship founded on “good faith and no 
surprises,” disagreements and differences are open for discussion 
and broad consultation and the provincial government will be 
successful only if we are openly communicating with each other.

Just as our social and business interactions require negotia-
tion and compromise, so does a minority government wishing to 
achieve positive public policy outcomes.

Relationships are work. They require trust and deep commit-
ment to communicate with each other and respect differences. 
This opportunity is open to all 87 members of the Legislature that 
embrace this approach.

The writer is the MLA for Saanich North and the Islands and a 
Green Party caucus member. 
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ISLAND VOICES QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “It’s not just a problem with no solution, 
so let’s get on with it.” 

TARA MARTIN, FOREST ECOLOGIST, ON NEED FOR DEER CULL 

More than 
ER expansion 
needed

I read with interest the 
Sept.  27 article  about 
the Lady Minto Hospital 
Foundation studying an 
ER renovation (“Hospital 
foundation looks at ER 
expansion”). It’s great to 
know that there is talk 
about investing in our 
health care. 

In conjunction with 
the proposed ER renova-
tion, there is also a real 
need for a community 
health clinic where doc-
tors, nurses, counsellors 
and other health-care 
practitioners could work 
together. Currently, a lot 

of Salt Springers don’t 
have a doctor and have to 
use the ER for non-emer-
gencies. Some are trav-
elling to see doctors or 
walk-in clinics off island. 
Many other local com-
munities have successful 
clinics run by non-profit 
organizations. Why don’t 
we? Local foundations 
have been fundraising 
for years, surely we can 
come together to meet 
this important need as 
well.
MAX MILLER,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

Ban salmon 
farms

I t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n 
more clear how unnat-
ural ,  environmental ly 

d e s t r u c t i v e  a n d  i r re -
sponsible salmon farm-
ing is than now. 

With our wild salmon 
stocks under enormous 
p r e s s u r e  a n d  d w i n -
d l i n g  a t  a n  a l a r m i n g 
rate towards extinction, 
it is unfathomable and 
unforgivable  to  a l low 
these operations to con-
tinue, bringing disease, 
sea lice, highly toxic drug 
and antibiotic and chem-
i c a l  p o l l u t i o n  t o  o u r 
native salmon habitat, 
as well as being a huge 
r isk due to aggressive 
and destructive Atlantic 
salmon’s  frequent  net 
breaks and escape inci-
dents. 

The salmon have been 
a keystone species sup-
porting our local ocean 

ecosystems and cultures 
for  t ime immemor ial , 
and now we threaten to 
annihilate it  with this 
practice. 

Let us lead the way in 
e n l i g h t e n e d  e n v i r o n -
mental policy and ban 
these operations.
MARK BENSON,
P E N D E R  I S L A N D

Salt Spring 
should sign 
on to letter

C i t i z e n s  C l i m a t e 
Lobby works to create 
the political will for a liv-
able planet, particularly 
through carbon pricing 
that will include some of 
the real costs associated 
with burning fossil fuels.

It’s a fairly small but 
mighty group, which I 
have been proud to work 
with over recent years.

I would like to invite 
S a l t  S p r i n g  g r o u p s 
a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o 
endorse its  Open Let-
ter to the Government 
of  Canada cal l ing  for 
fairer and more effective 
carbon pricing. I would 
be happy to work with 
anyone to get groups to 
sign on;  please get  in 
touch: janslakov@shaw.
ca or 250-537-5251.

The big news? Toron-
t o  C i t y  C o u n c i l  h a s 
signed on! As a recent 
media release explains: 
“Close to 200 compa-
nies across Canada have 
signed the open letter to 
date, including Bullfrog 

Power, Desjardins Caisse 
Po p u l a i r e ,  Mo u n t a i n 
Equipment Co-op, the 
To ro n t o  En v i ro n m e n -
tal Alliance and several 
renewable energy asso-
ciations, including the 
Canadian Solar Indus-
tries Association, as well 
as local businesses that 
range from golf clubs to 
auto shops.

“Hundreds of CCL vol-
unteers will present the 
open letter to their Mem-
bers of Parliament dur-
ing the CCL Canada 2017 
National Conference and 
Lobby Days in Ottawa, 
Oct. 21 to  24 and in their 
home ridings.”
JAN SLAKOV,
S A L T  S P R I N G

‘Mrs. ?, Would you consider 
to become my friend? I’m 

90 years old, live alone, and all 
my friends have passed away. 
I am so lonesome and scared. 
I pray for someone. Wanda 
Mills.”

What would you do if you 
received such a letter? When its 
recipient read it aloud on the 
CBS Sunday Morning program 
on Sept 24, 2017, she struggled to 
hold back her tears. 

I let mine fl ow. 
The “Mrs.” to whom it was 

addressed is Marlene Brooks. She 
lives in Missouri, across a quiet, 
residential street two houses 
down from Wanda’s house. Mar-
lene had noticed the house with 
its long ramp leading to the front 
door. It seemed so quiet, she 
assumed it was empty. Maybe 
not!

Marlene crossed the street, 
knocked on the door, and Wanda 
greeted her in her wheel chair. 
Over time, the two women devel-
oped an intimate, familial rela-
tionship. Marlene had never had 
the opportunity to spend much 
time with her own grandmoth-

er, so Wanda was just what she 
needed. Marlene and her young 
boys were just what Wanda need-
ed too.

I googled “loneliness” the other 
day and up popped “Loneliness 
in Canada.” But we’re not the only 
ones. It’s a modern epidemic. 
Try loneliness in wherever and 
you’ll fi nd a study on it there. Try 
it among whomever — adoles-
cents, for example — and you’ll 
fi nd they’re lonesome too. 

According to John Cacioppo, 
the director of the University of 
Chicago’s Center for Cognitive 
and Social Neuroscience and 
author of Loneliness: Human 
Nature and the Need for Social 
Connection, we feel lonely when 
we perceive a dif ference between 
what we want from our social 
relationships and what we’re 
actually getting. 

Imagine the feelings that 
engendered these words back in 
1949:
Hear that lonesome whippoorwill
He sounds too blue to fl y
The midnight train is whining low
I’m so lonesome I could cry.

One of Hank Williams’ greatest 

hits, I’m So Lonesome I Could 
Cry isn’t the only hugely popular 
song about feeling lonesome. In 
1966, the Beatles wrote about it 
too, wondering about the fate of 
Eleanor Rigby and Father Mack-
enzie to whom nobody paid any 
attention at all. “All the lonely 
people, where do they all come 
from?” 

They come from everywhere. 
Cacioppo, who’s been studying 
chronic loneliness for 20 years, 
says it’s risen signifi cantly since 
he began his research and it’s 
negatively affecting both our 
mental and physical health. 
I’ve heard long-term loneliness 
might be a greater health risk 
than lack of exercise, poor nutri-
tion, obesity or smoking.

We can see how it might be 
acute among elderly people liv-
ing alone. Wanda Mills was 90, 
more or less housebound, and 
felt socially isolated because all 
her friends had died and she had 
no one to replace them. When 
my grandmother was in her late 
80s she also felt isolated even 
though she was living with my 
uncle and aunt. They were gone 

all day and led an active social 
life, often going out in the eve-
ning or having friends in. Grand-
ma was either alone or didn’t feel 
she belonged. 

Her willingness to live with 
her son and his wife had been 
predicated on the hope he’d 
spend time with her. He wasn’t 
meeting her expectations and 
she had no one else to turn to, so 
she felt lonely. Later, she moved 
into an assisted living residence. 
Instead of selecting one whose 
residents might share a similar 
background, she chose one near 
her son’s workplace, hoping he’d 
stop in after work every evening. 
When that didn’t happen and she 
found she had nothing in com-
mon with her fellow residents, 
her sense of loneliness became 
profound. 

Adolescents, needing to break 
away from their birth families 
while trying to find their own 
identities in this world, also risk 
extreme loneliness. Unaware 
they still need the support of 
their families and unsure or even 
fearful about their place among 
their peers, they can also feel 

profoundly 
lonesome. 

P e r h a p s 
adolescents 
a n d  t h e 
elderly both 
represent one side of the same 
coin, each wondering whom to 
turn to while they navigate diffi -
cult transitions to the next stage 
of their lives. Since both may 
lack the perceived or actual sup-
port of their peers, perhaps they 
could turn to each other. 

Marlene Brooks started a pen-
pal program in her town for ado-
lescents to write to seniors. That 
could happen here too, start-
ing with making connections 
through the Seniors Wellness 
Centre, the Salt Spring Seniors 
Centre, or through the Green-
woods Eldercare Society. Our 
elders have wisdom and experi-
ence; our youth have energy and 
enthusiasm. Both have some-
thing precious to give and to 
receive. It can start with a letter 
and proceed from there.

And what about the rest of us? 
We can all reach out and befriend 
someone.

AGING with GRACE: I’m so Lonesome . . .   

represent one side of the same 
HELEN HINCHLIFF

MORE LETTERS  continued on 8

ELMAR HAAS
No. I just love them. They 
come into my yard.

JOSH BECKETT
They can be. They don’t have 
enough natural predators so 
there’s too many of them.

GEORGE SIPOS
Is the pope Italian?

RACHEL BEVINGTON
Yes. There are too many of 
them and they’re unhealthy.

ALIX WHITFIELD
No. I love them.

SALT SPRING 
SAYS
We asked: Do you 
think deer are a 
problem on 
Salt Spring?



8 |  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2017 	 OPINION� www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  Gulf Islands Driftwood

here’s 
my card

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553

Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288

Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com

#2 AD

ROTATE 
DONE FOR 
oct 11

250-538-7225
csweetchimneysweep@gmail.com

WETT Certified, Inspections
Insured

Salt Spring Way Pilates
Reneigh Gerow
Pilates Instructor

Gentle Intelligent & Effective Exercise
Private reformer or mat classes

320 Salt Spring Way
rengerow@gmail.com

250 931 5553
Find us on facebook

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVE. 250-537-5507

From scapers to lock de-icer, snow chains, antifreeze 
and emergency kits, pick up everything you need to 
avoid bumps in the roads this season.

READY FOR WINTER?
Stock up now on everything you need

HOURS: MON.-FRI. 7:30-6PM, SAT. 8-5PM, OPEN SUN. 10-4PM

• Island wide residential pickup service
• $4.50 per bag; weekly or bi-weekly

• Convenient and hassle free
• Call now to open a new account

• The pinnacle essential service provider 
on Salt Spring Island

250-537-2167
DROP OFF AT: 360 BLACKBURN RD

photo by Gail Sjuberg 

REDRESS WOMEN: From left, Jenny Redpath, Shellyse Szakacs, Diana Evelyn, Chelsea Debruijn and Ahava Shira take a 
quick break from hanging red dresses in Centennial Park last Wednesday. Dresses were placed in park trees to mark the National 
Day of Action for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women. The REDress Project uses dresses to symbolize the lives of those 
women missing or murdered in Canada. A vigil was also held in the park on the evening of Oct. 4. 

Rants and Roses

Register for 
our Emergency 

Notifi cation 
System

In a major emergency or disaster 
getting warnings and alerts quickly 

to people is essential.  
Timing is critical.  Our new Emergency Notifi cation 
System will assist with this need providing 
individuals a system using multiple communication 
methods including:  cell phone, home phone, 
texting or email.

Register today at: 
www.crd.bc.ca/ens

Be 
Prepared!

Be sure to check us out at the upcoming Fall Fair 
for information on getting personally prepared 
and getting involved within our emergency 
programs. Prizes will be available!

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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www.prepareyourself.ca

On October 19*, offi cially 
“ShakeOut BC Day,” millions of 
people worldwide will practice 
how to Drop, Cover, and Hold On at 
10:19 a.m. during Great ShakeOut 
Earthquake Drills! 

Register today for the ShakeOut BC Drill. Last 
year over 770,000 people had registered.

www.shakeoutbc.ca

British Columbians can join by registering for 
the 2017 Great British Columbia ShakeOut.

Participating is a great way for your family 
or organization to be prepared to survive 
and recover quickly from big earthquakes – 
wherever you live, work, or travel.

Check out Mouat’s Hardware for their 
Emergency Supplies section 
for the month of October.

Party Animals arrive 
On the evening of Oct. 2, BC Children’s 

Hospital held a reception and artwork 
reveal at the new Teck Acute Care Centre.

I was privileged to be among the artists 
commissioned to create art for this amaz-
ing facility. The reception included a tour 
of various floors — in my case the eighth 
floor — where my painting called Fish is 
on the Party’s Menu (see photo below) has 

been installed adjacent to a rooftop gar-
den. At every turn and in every room there 
were examples of how much thought and 
dedication went into creating a soothing 
environment. In addition to the artwork, 
there are imaginative settings, play-rooms 
and emphasis where possible on natural 
light and vistas.  

The reception invitation describes the 
Children’s Healing Experience Project, 
the truth of which was evident from the 
moment I entered the building. I’ve been 
a “child patient” (having had the first of 
numerous surgeries on my eighth birthday), 

and our son was hospitalized for a time 
when he was four years old. There’s no doubt 
that both of those hospitals were dedicated 
to healing, but neither benefited from recog-
nition of how the physical environment can 
either add to, or alleviate, fear and stress, not 
only for the child but for  parents. 

The best outcome is that one’s child 
never needs a hospital. For those in our 
region who do, they can be reassured that 
their child will benefit from the best of the 
best in the Teck Acute Care Centre.
Julia Lucich,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Roses
The Salt Spring Island Abattoir Soci-

ety would like to thank all supporters 
and volunteers for helping with our 
great lamb burger event at the Fall Fair. 
Special thanks go to Red Wing, Ruckle 
Heritage, Weston Lake and Windsor 
farms, and to Country Grocer, for 
donations.

A basketful of roses to the high 
school students that came to the open 
clinic day at Green Raven. Your insight, 
compassion and wisdom about the 
recent island tragedy gave us hope for 
the future! Thanks for sharing.

A bouquet of autumn-coloured 
roses to the young man who helped 
me figure out how to buy a possible 
power supply for my ailing printer at 
the Lions Club garage sale on Satur-
day morning. Your advice and kind 
assistance with your voltage meter 
were invaluable. Thank you so much. 
You truly went above and beyond. 

May good karma follow you after your 
kindness to me. Wendy Vine

Greenwoods Eldercare Society 
thanks all who support Salt Spring’s 
most vulnerable community mem-
bers. The list is long and every person 
on it is appreciated beyond measure. 
Among the many are our hardwork-
ing, caring and compassionate staff, 
both front line and management, gen-
erous supporters, Lady Minto Hospi-
tal Auxiliary, LMHF, SSI Foundation, 
Lions Club, Greenwoods Foundation, 
MacDonald Realty and Luke Hart-
Weller for the garden bench, private 
donors, those who volunteer time in 
so many ways, Salt Spring Hospice 
volunteers, emergency prep services, 
Salt Spring Fire Rescue, Nicolas Court-
ier, retiring board members Janet 
Smith, Bill Whitelaw, Tricia Simpson, 
and current board members, plus 
tradespeople who go the extra mile. 
There are just so many to thank. Buck-
ets of beautiful roses to you all.

Fish is on the Party’s Menu is Julia Lucich’s 3.5 X 9-foot Party Animals painting commissioned by BC Children’s Hospital.

More letters 
continued from 7



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com   WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2017 |  9

OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK    250.537.5551    
MON-SAT 8:30 AM -  5:30 PM  |   SUNDAYS & HOLIDAYS 10 AM -  5PM Home Owners helping  Homeowners

BE PREPARED !  

Have you checked your 
smoke detector battery?

Availabl
e

Here !

Keep your wood stove or 
fi replace looking 

fantastic!

Lots in-store!

fi replace looking 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2017 GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2017 

WILDFIRE 

Salt Spring � re� ghter shares B.C. wild� re experience
Williams Lake homes saved by 
FireSmart practices

BY LT. MITCHELL SHERRIN
SSI FIRE-RESCUE
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

As a fi refi ghter, I went to Williams Lake this 
summer to help in any way I could. What I 
saw and experienced there was different from 
anything I expected. 

But I learned valuable lessons that will help 
me in my work, and some of those lessons 
could help you to protect your home from 
wildfi re.

Responding to a provincial emergency 
was a strange experience. Once Williams 
Lake was evacuated, the streets were empty 
like a post-apocalyptic world. The sky had 
a weird fl at light from all the smoky haze. 
There were only police officers wearing 
masks and fi refi ghters left in the city. Wil-
liams Lake is a good-sized city with big-box 
stores, car dealerships and malls and all 
the normal things. But it was eerily quiet 
except for water bombers swarming over-
head. When I came back home to Salt Spring 
Island, it was actually strange to see children 
and regular families again after a week of 
seeing only people in uniform.

Everything there was covered in ash and 
haze. Everything was smoky. My eyes stung 
and my throat hurt all the time. But for the 
most part, the fi re was far away. 

There was a sense that something big was 
about to happen. A lot of our work was pre-
cautionary. Large clouds of smoke billowed 
on the horizon in many directions. Every 
once in a while, I would look up from my 
work and see mushroom clouds of smoke 
bulging right above us. And I’d think, “How 
fast is that moving? What will we do if it 
comes over that ridge?”

One night we were told to prepare for 
intense fi re behaviour due to strong winds. 
The fi re was expected to smash into the city 
around midnight and we were supposed to 
stop it on the outskirts. The evacuation order 
came and we saw cars fi ll the highways. The 
sky raged orange and the wind blew and we 
patrolled late into the night on high alert 
while ash rained down on us. But in the end, 
the wind changed direction a few kilometres 
from the city and the fi re wandered away to 
devour other forests.

Of course we wanted to fi ght fi re. That’s 
what we do. But this was a massive con-
fl agration, way too big to fi ght with hoses. 
There were dozens of fi re trucks and hun-
dreds of firefighters organized into task 
forces to perform different jobs — much 
like how the military is organized. Our Salt 
Spring Island truck was one small cog in a 
giant operation, but it felt good to be part of 
something important.

Our crew was initially assigned to set up 
sprinkler systems to defend infrastructure 
from the approaching fi re. Our crew worked 
within a task force of fi ve trucks and we spent 

days setting up sprinkler systems around 
sawmills, a school and a neighbourhood of 
homes in the projected path of the fi re. Four 
other task forces performed similar work 
around Williams Lake. When the immediate 
threat to the city diminished, we travelled 
closer to the fire area to save homes that 
were in harm’s way.

I saw firsthand how familiar fire-pre-
vention ideas (such as FireSmart) saved 
homes from wildfire. The fire had already 
ripped through neighbourhoods before we 
got there. I’d never seen such wide-scale 
devastation like that — home after home 
destroyed. Ugly, melted things warped and 
charred. Shops and cars and children’s toys 
all ruined. Sticks of tree stumps standing in 
fi elds of smouldering ash. 

But I also saw the “miracle homes” that 
people talk about. In the middle of the dev-
astation, one home standing completely 
intact. Neighbouring homes on both sides 
destroyed. Further down the road, an oasis 
of green and another home preserved in the 
middle. Many homes had survived, some 
singed right to the doorstep, but more sur-
vived than I would have expected.

As a student of fi re science, I could see the 
tell-tale signs that separated homes that sur-
vived from the ones that were lost. And “sep-
aration” is the key word. The intact homes 
all stood apart from the trees, they had short 
lawns and tidy yards. They had asphalt or 
metal roofs. All of these things are taught in 
the FireSmart program.

Our plan to protect other homes in the 
path of the fi re at Williams Lake also involved 
FireSmart ideas. Crews went to each home 
and quickly moved combustibles like yard 
furniture and propane tanks to about 10  
metres away from each home. We set up 
sprinklers on the roofs of these homes. There 
was no power or running water in the area 
because the fi re had destroyed power lines 
so we brought gas-fuelled pumps and large 
water tanks to supply the sprinklers.

PHOTO COURTESY SSI FIRERESCUE

Burned trees, trucks and terrain seen by Salt Spring Island fi refi ghters near Williams Lake during this past summer’s wildfi res in the BC Interior.

The intact homes all stood apart 
from the trees, they had short 
lawns and tidy yards. They had 
asphalt or metal roofs. All of 
these things are taught in the 
FireSmart program. 

WILDFIRE  continued on 12
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How about a 
ground-up review?

CALL US TODAY. Windsor Plywood

Looking to upgrade your DOOR SECURITY?

166 Rainbow Road, Ph: 250-537-5564  /  Fax: 250-537-1207
Mon-Fri 7am - 5:30pm / Sat 8am - 5:30pm  /  Open Sundays & holidays 9am-4pm
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quick and professional response.
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TAXI, TOURS & DELIVERIES • TAXI, TOURS & DELIVERIES250.537.3030

TAXI, TOURS & DELIVERY
saltspringtaxi.com

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

Thank you 
to all our 
Firefi ghters 
for keeping 
us safe.

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

#1-121 MCPHILLIPS AVE., CREEKSIDE  250-537-4491
MONDAY - SATURDAY 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

barbsbakeryandbistro.ca

Thanks for saving our building!

SALT SPRING LINEN & DRYCLEANERS
205-537-2241 116 Hereford Ave.

8:30-5 Tues-Fri / 10-4 Sat
GANGES GAS

Me & Ron’s
TOWING 

250-537-9383  or  250 -537-6869

Thank 
you for 
keeping 
us safe

WE SALUTE OUR LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS 

106 Jackson Avenue 
250-537-5507

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6pm  |  Sat. 8 am-5pm | Closed Sundays

Saltspring
Store your clutter, 
clear your mind!

• Salt Spring’s only fully secure self storage facility
• Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas

• Temporary or long term storage for your home or business
• Many sizes to choose from • Located near Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road

• Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free

347 Upper Ganges  Rd. 250-537-5888
saltspringministorage.com  
saltspringministorage@telus.net

Salt Spring Self Storage

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

Be prepared, 
fi re smart your 
home.

www.prepareyourself.ca

Thank you Fire Fighting Team!
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JOCELYNE MONETTE
ASSISTANT

In the fire service since 2016

CAMERON PROUDFOOT
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2015

DUSTIN BEAN
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2015

JARED OAKES
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2015

SHAWN STEVENS
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2016

PATRICK BYRNE
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2016

GORDON FRASER
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2016

JOSH LINDSTROM
RECRUIT

AARON GREEN
RECRUIT

LIAM HACKETT
RECRUIT

ADDISON VOYCE
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2015

NANCY PURSSELL 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2010

JASON GAFFNEY 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

CHRIS JOYNSON 
ASSISTANT

In the fire service since 2002

DOMINIQUE GAUDET
CAPTAIN

In the fire service since 2005

DOUG PONSFORD 
CAPTAIN

In the fire service since 2003

COLIN MCDOUGALL 
FIREFIGHTER 

In the fire service since 2012

ABE HOHN 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

THOMAS PURSSELL 
FIREFIGHTER 

In the fire service since 2012

CODY HUNSBERGER 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2009

JIM POHL 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2009

NEIL MARTIN 
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN
In the fire service since 2014

DAN OLSON
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN

FIT since 2017

GRANT GUSSIE 
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN

FIT since 2017

ALISA COLES 
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN

FIT since 2017

KEN AKERMAN 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 1994

PETER ANDRESS 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2008

MITCHELL SHERRIN 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2003

COLBY SAWCHUK 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2007

DALE LUNDY 
CAPTAIN

In the fire service since 1992

WARREN NUYENS 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2011

STEVE LEICHTER 
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN
In the fire service since 2007

JAMIE HOLMES 
ASSISTANT CHIEF

In the fire service since 1996

SIMON WELLS 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

ARJUNA (AJ) GEORGE
FIRE CHIEF

In the fire service since 1997

CLAYTON AKERMAN 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2010

CHANTELLE POHL 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

ERIC TAYLOR 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2008

ALEX REID
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

CAMPBELL JACKSON 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

CHRIS FINN
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

TOM MCCORMICK
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

SHANE HUBENIG 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

CHRISTINE VOPEL 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012
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BENJAMIN WESTLAKE
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

PHOTO UNAVAILABLE 
AT PRESS TIME

ANDREW PEAT
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
In the fire service since 2015
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How about a 
ground-up review?

CALL US TODAY. Windsor Plywood

Looking to upgrade your DOOR SECURITY?

166 Rainbow Road, Ph: 250-537-5564  /  Fax: 250-537-1207
Mon-Fri 7am - 5:30pm / Sat 8am - 5:30pm  /  Open Sundays & holidays 9am-4pm
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TAXI, TOURS & DELIVERIES • TAXI, TOURS & DELIVERIES250.537.3030

TAXI, TOURS & DELIVERY
saltspringtaxi.com

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

Thank you 
to all our 
Firefi ghters 
for keeping 
us safe.

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

#1-121 MCPHILLIPS AVE., CREEKSIDE  250-537-4491
MONDAY - SATURDAY 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

barbsbakeryandbistro.ca

Thanks for saving our building!

SALT SPRING LINEN & DRYCLEANERS
205-537-2241 116 Hereford Ave.

8:30-5 Tues-Fri / 10-4 Sat
GANGES GAS

Me & Ron’s
TOWING 

250-537-9383  or  250 -537-6869

Thank 
you for 
keeping 
us safe

WE SALUTE OUR LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS 

106 Jackson Avenue 
250-537-5507

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6pm  |  Sat. 8 am-5pm | Closed Sundays

Saltspring
Store your clutter, 
clear your mind!

• Salt Spring’s only fully secure self storage facility
• Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas

• Temporary or long term storage for your home or business
• Many sizes to choose from • Located near Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road

• Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free

347 Upper Ganges  Rd. 250-537-5888
saltspringministorage.com  
saltspringministorage@telus.net

Salt Spring Self Storage

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

Be prepared, 
fi re smart your 
home.

www.prepareyourself.ca

Thank you Fire Fighting Team!
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This feature is brought to you by the following community minded businesses.

JOCELYNE MONETTE
ASSISTANT

In the fire service since 2016

CAMERON PROUDFOOT
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2015

DUSTIN BEAN
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2015

JARED OAKES
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2015

SHAWN STEVENS
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2016

PATRICK BYRNE
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2016

GORDON FRASER
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2016

JOSH LINDSTROM
RECRUIT

AARON GREEN
RECRUIT

LIAM HACKETT
RECRUIT

ADDISON VOYCE
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2015

NANCY PURSSELL 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2010

JASON GAFFNEY 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

CHRIS JOYNSON 
ASSISTANT

In the fire service since 2002

DOMINIQUE GAUDET
CAPTAIN

In the fire service since 2005

DOUG PONSFORD 
CAPTAIN

In the fire service since 2003

COLIN MCDOUGALL 
FIREFIGHTER 

In the fire service since 2012

ABE HOHN 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

THOMAS PURSSELL 
FIREFIGHTER 

In the fire service since 2012

CODY HUNSBERGER 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2009

JIM POHL 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2009

NEIL MARTIN 
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN
In the fire service since 2014

DAN OLSON
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN

FIT since 2017

GRANT GUSSIE 
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN

FIT since 2017

ALISA COLES 
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN

FIT since 2017

KEN AKERMAN 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 1994

PETER ANDRESS 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2008

MITCHELL SHERRIN 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2003

COLBY SAWCHUK 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2007

DALE LUNDY 
CAPTAIN

In the fire service since 1992

WARREN NUYENS 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2011

STEVE LEICHTER 
FIELD INCIDENT TECHNICIAN
In the fire service since 2007

JAMIE HOLMES 
ASSISTANT CHIEF

In the fire service since 1996

SIMON WELLS 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

ARJUNA (AJ) GEORGE
FIRE CHIEF

In the fire service since 1997

CLAYTON AKERMAN 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2010

CHANTELLE POHL 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

ERIC TAYLOR 
LIEUTENANT

In the fire service since 2008

ALEX REID
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

CAMPBELL JACKSON 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

CHRIS FINN
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

TOM MCCORMICK
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

SHANE HUBENIG 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012

CHRISTINE VOPEL 
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2012
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BENJAMIN WESTLAKE
FIREFIGHTER

In the fire service since 2014

PHOTO UNAVAILABLE 
AT PRESS TIME

ANDREW PEAT
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
In the fire service since 2015



Contact us to start your career today:
bcehs.ca/careers

BCASCareers@phsa.ca
1.877.577.2227

The BC Emergency Health Services is 
now hiring in Galiano, Mayne and Pender!

Serve your neighbours and those you love as an
Emergency Medical Responder (EMR)

ANSWER YOUR CALLING 
TO SERVE AND CARE

Part-time EMRs wanted

Growth opportunities

Contact us to start your career today:
bcehs.ca/careers

Growth opportunities

The BC Emergency Health Services 
is proud to join the Driftwood and 
the entire Gulf Islands community in 
thanking our fellow first respondents, the 
local fire department, for always looking after 
the safety and well being of our community.

Thank you!

Serve your community

Jump start your career
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FILE PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

INTENSE: Lt. Peter Andress, top, and Capt. Dom Gaudet give a vehicle 
rescue demo at last year’s Salt Spring Fire Rescue open house. This year’s 
event at the Ganges fi re hall is on Saturday, Oct. 14 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
A vehicle-rescue demo is at noon. Other activities include fi re extin-
guisher training, safety info and kids can also try using a fi re hose. 

Team efforts preserved homes

We worked on dozens and doz-
ens of homes like this, maybe a 
hundred or more. We flowed the 
sprinklers in advance of the fire 
to protect the area with moisture. 
There were more sprinklers fl owing 
water than we could keep up with 
by using seven fire trucks driving 
up and down the road. We fl owed 
thousands of gallons per hour, day 
after day.

Meanwhile, forestry firefighters 
dug a guard line through the for-
est with bulldozers and shovels to 
separate the burning area from the 
endangered neighbourhoods. Water 
bombers dropped retardant on 
other areas. And a whole lot of other 
people did lots of things I still know 
nothing about, because we were just 
one small part of a big effort.

After nine days, we rotated out 
and another Salt Spring Island crew 
replaced us. In total, five island 
crews with 11 fi refi ghters were sent 
with Salt Spring’s reserve truck for 
over a month to help with the pro-
vincial wildfi re emergency.

I’m proud of what we did. 

Many homes were saved by our 
team efforts. And I came away 
with a greater appreciation of how 
FireSmart ideas help save homes 
from wildfi re. 

But I’m also concerned that the 
wildfi re emergency we experienced 
this summer might become the new 
normal. I urge everyone to practise 
good fire-prevention habits and 
to consider learning more about 

FireSmart methods to protect your 
home.

____________________

See the PreparedBC 
graphic below for a guide 
to FireSmarting your 
property in Nine Easy 
Steps. 

WILDFIRE 
continued from 9

PHOTO COURTESY SSI FIRE RESCUE 

Firefi ghters spray water on and around a Williams Lake home to prevent 
it from being damaged or destroyed by a wildfi re. 

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

NEWS 
UPDATES
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Best sound on the Island

www.saltspringfolkclub.com

Monday October 16
Fulford Hall
Door opens 6:15 (Pass holders 6:00)  
Show starts 7:00 

Tickets $25:
available at:

Salt Spring Books
Stuff and Nonsense
Catering by Haidee HartSeason Passes available at the door $125

Salt Spring Basketry Guild

October 12- 31, 2017

Reception Fri Oct 13, 5-7 pm

Salt Spring Gallery of Fine Art
135 McPhillips Ave   www.saltspringgallery.com 250 931 0011

Woven Together

20th Anniversary Show
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Woven Together

20th Anniversary Show

Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm

“Where Islanders & friends start their day” Happy Mothers Day! 
Serving Brunch from 8am until 2pm. Dinner until 9pm

arts&entertainment
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

entertainmententertainment

Join us for a talk 
about the

History of Central Hall 
AND THE 

Surrounding Area
One of the oldest settlements 

on Salt Spring Island.

CENTRAL HALL
fundraiser

When: Oct. 25th - 7pm
Where: Central Hall
901 Northend Road
Salt Spring Island

Hosted by: 
Don Cunningham

ok from johanna
oct 11 & 18

ARTISTS 

Public art champion Greg Klassen dies amid banner project
Klassen’s work brought visibility 
to diverse community

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Around 250 friends and members of the arts 
community gathered in front of the public art 
project We are Salt Spring … We are Canada on 
Friday afternoon to pay respect to Greg Klassen, 
the photographer and scientist who died unex-
pectedly of a heart attack last Tuesday night.

The eye-catching photo banner on Lower 
Ganges Ganges Road had been up for just four 
days before her husband died, but Klassen’s 
wife Andrea Locke said he was already receiv-
ing good response and was proud of what he 
had achieved.

“He had so much more in him,” she said at 
Friday’s gathering.

Klassen and his family had been on Salt 
Spring for fi ve years before his untimely death 
at age 59. Even before his project We are Salt 
Spring … We are Canada was installed on Sept. 
29, he had become a powerful voice for inclu-
sivity and diversity, both in the art world and 
the wider community. Klassen offi cially came 
out as an artist of disability earlier this year; he 
was diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome as an 
adult but had been warned by his professors at 
Emily Carr University not to pigeonhole himself 
as an artist with a disability. He was also was 
active in promoting the art practices of devel-
opmentally disabled islanders through the Gulf 
Islands Families Together Society, where his 
younger daughter RhiAnnon is a program par-
ticipant.

“What’s missing from this island is art for 
a social cause,” Klassen told the Driftwood in 
advance of the photo show and speakers series 
called Salt Spring Stories, which he coordinated 
at ArtSpring in August. Klassen’s photo series for 
the show brought together historic and modern 
images of the island in unique narratives, each 
of which included RhiAnnon as the avatar of 

difference. Locke provided text for each image, 
while the exhibition featured speakers repre-
senting different sectors of a diverse commu-
nity on every day of the show.

Klassen was confounded by some of the 
implications of commercial art, and said he 
wanted to produce art primarily to communi-
cate ideas and make people think. We are Salt 
Spring … We are Canada was meant to provide 
a public art alternative during the Salt Spring 
National Art Prize exhibition month. Like Salt 
Spring Stories, it also sprang from an alternate 
view of Canada 150 events.

Klassen wrote in a call to participants for the 
community portrait: “As we ‘celebrate’ Canada’s 
150th birthday I fi nd myself wondering what, 
exactly, it means to be a Canadian. More spe-
cifi cally I have been exploring the relationship 
between my sense of personal identity and the 
sense of national identity that one is encour-
aged to explore on such occasions. ‘We are Salt 

Spring . . . We are Canada’ is an exploration of 
this complex relationship — from a non-nor-
mative perspective.”

Klassen said he was “all too aware of what 
it means to be marginalized in a culture that 
values social inclusiveness but often interprets 
‘inclusion’ in a rather one-sided and myopic 
way.”

“But the greatest challenge for those of us 
who — for various reasons — live our lives 
outside of ‘normal’ social discourse is simply 
visibility. As long as we remain invisible it is easy 
for others to forget that we exist, that we are 
also part of this society, that we matter,” Klassen 
wrote. 

In the end, the photo banner captured 160 
community members. Some are recognizable 
fi gures from around town and others may be 
noticed for the fi rst time, while members of the 
GIFTS community are strongly represented. In 
addition to those who consented to have their 

images taken, around 100 people participated 
by adding glow-in-the dark handprints. Klassen 
was inspired to add the nighttime aspect by the 
haunting human need to make a mark seen in 
ancient cave paintings. 

The 206-foot-long treated canvas banner was 
printed in high-quality production, making the 
fi gures easy to pick out even from passing cars. 
Hopefully many will take the time to walk by 
and take in the view in more leisurely fashion 
while the banner is up this month. 

Before his death, Klassen was hoping to 
secure a Canada Council grant for the project, 
which was entirely self-funded. A GoFundMe 
campaign is being set up to help the family 
with expenses, in particular the ongoing care of 
RhiAnnon.

A celebration of life and retrospective of his 
work will be hosted by his family at GIFTS, 152 
McPhillips Ave., from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday,  
Oct. 15.

PHOTO BY RICK NEUFELD 

Greg Klassen with the We are Salt Spring . . . We are Canada banner of Salt Spring residents project he spearheaded. Klassen sadly died of 
cardiac arrest on Oct. 3, just a few days after the banner was installed on Sept. 29. 

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood



what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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  CINEMA

• The LEGO Ninjago Movie — The battle for Ninjago city calls to action 
Master Builder Lloyd (the Green Ninja) and his ninja warriors. Led by Master 
Wu, as wise-cracking as he is wise, they must defeat The Worst Guy Ever.
• National Theatre Live: Saint Joan —  Bernard Shaw’s classic play fol-
lows the life and trial of Joan of Arc, a young country girl who declares a 
bloody mission to drive the English from France. Showing Thursday, Oct. 19 
only, with a 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. show. Email the fritz@hotmail.ca to 
reserve seats.

  EXHIBITIONS

• The Salt Spring National Art Prize Finalists’ Exhibition continues 
daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Mahon Hall until Oct. 22. 
• The SSNAP Parallel Art Show, featuring local artists, runs at 
ArtSpring from 10. a.m. to 5 p.m. daily until Oct. 22.
• The Young at Art youth art show runs in the ArtSpring lobby through 
October as part of SSNAP events. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Woven Together: Celebrating the Basketry Guild’s 20 Years is an exhi-
bition of new work by the SSI Basketry Guild at the Salt Spring Gallery 
from Oct 12 to 31. An opening reception takes place on Friday, Oct. 13 
from 5 to 7 p.m.
• Gallery 8 presents Four: Autumn Exhibition 2017 featuring Kathy 
Venter, Bill Boyd, Gillian McConnell, Deon Venter beginning with an 
opening reception on Friday, Oct. 13 from 5 to 8 p.m. Exhibition runs 
through Nov. 2. 
• Fault Line Projects presents J Robert Moss — Painting, 
Photography, Video Soundscape Live Performance — from Oct. 14 to 
Nov. 3, with an opening event on Friday, Oct. 13 from 5 to 8 p.m. On 
Wed., Oct. 18 at 7 p.m., Moss and Stefanie Denz will present a live 
painting performance. 
• We are Salt Spring . . . We are Canada, a community art installa-
tion by Greg Klassen, is displayed along Lower Ganges Road near Park 
Drive until Oct. 29.

  EXHIBITIONS

• The Point Gallery on South Ridge Drive presents “gr(i)ève,” work by 2015 
SSNAP winner Corrie Peters, and “collecting salt spring,” art from the home 
of SSNAP donor Joan McConnell. Open Thursday-Monday, 1 to 5 p.m. until 
Oct. or by appointment at 250-653-0089 or pointgallery@telus.net  Anna 
Gustafson’s Snow Fence labyrinth is open any time, any day until dark. 
• The Artists From the Fringe group shows art and poetry produced 
at a weekly drop-in program with an exhibition at the Salt Spring Public 
Library Program Room through Oct. 31.
• David Borrowman shows photography from the Broughtons and 
Melanie Thompson shows lamps and vessels from barks, seeds and other 
natural substances at Kizmit Galeria/Cafe through October.
• The SSI Basketry Guild is showing new and former members’ work at 
the library in the lobby showcase for the month of October.
• Kathy Dryden shows collage and acrylic paintings in the cafe at 
Country Grocer through October. 
• Salty Pear Gallery is open at 279 Rainbow Rd. with an exhibition of 
recent work by photographer Stasia Garraway. 

Wed.  Oct. 11
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Jon Brooks – Road Case 
Cafe House Concert. Singer-
songwriter shares deeply moving 
stories of human experience that 
unveil themselves in his songs 
with great skill and true depth 
of meaning. Presented by Dave 
Vollrath. 111 Farm Court. 7 p.m. 
Info: 250- 537-0188.
Jane Coop in Concert. 
ArtSpring presents Jane Coop 
- Piano Giants: Beethoven & 
Rachmaninov. Coop’s playing is 
described as elegant, experienced 
and brilliant. Show is at 7:30 
p.m.; bar opens at 6:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Mother Goose. Join Nomi and 
Hannah on Wednesdays in the 
Salt Spring Library Program Room 
for Parent-Child Mother Goose, 
with songs, rhymes and playtime. 
10:30 a.m. to noon.
Bittancourt House Museum.
Museum is open at the Farmers’ 
Institute on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. through October. 
Barre Wellness & Bootcamp 
Intro Sessions. Tanja Akerman 
introduces a ballet-based fitness 
workout set to top-100 music. 
4:30 p.m. Email saltspringfit-
ness@gmail.com for location and 
more info. Free.
Chilcotin Stories Author 
Presentation.  Sage Birchwater, 
author of Chilcotin Chronicles: 
Stories of Adventure and Intrigue 
from B.C.’s Central Interior, gives 
a presentation at Central Hall. 2 
p.m. A SS Historical Society event.
SongJam. Pub-style sing-along 
to the soundtrack of our lives. 
Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m.

Thu.  Oct. 12
 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.
Barre Wellness & Bootcamp 
Intro Sessions. See Wednesday’s 
listing, except times are 6 a.m. 
and 1:30 p.m. 
Lunch at the Seniors Centre.
Weekly Thursday lunches for 
members of the Salt Spring 
Seniors Services Society offered 
at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 
11:45 a.m.
SSNAP Artist Talk. With Joanna 
Rogers. Mahon Hall. 12 noon.
Classic Rock Bingo. At Moby’s 
Pub. 7:30 to 10 p.m.

Fri.  Oct. 13
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sarah Potenza at Pitchfork 
Social. Top-20 finalist on The 
Voice and Nashville star earns 
raves for her big voice, which 
seamlessly blends roots, rock and 
soul. Bullock Lake Farm. 7:30 p.m.
A Celtic Night with Knacker’s 
Yard. Live music at Moby’s. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.
SSNAP Artist Talk. 
With Samantha Dickie. Mahon 
Hall. 12 noon. 
Art Show Opening: Gallery 8 
Autumn Exhibition. Opening 
reception for Four: featuring 
gallery artists Kathy Venter, Bill 
Boyd, Gillian McConnell and Deon 
Venter. Gallery 8 from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Art Show Opening: J Robert 
Moss. Opening reception for 
show of painting, photography, 
video soundscape and live per-
formance at Fault Line Projects. 
5 to 8 p.m.   

Fri.  Oct. 13
  ACTIVITIES

Art Show Opening: Woven 
Together: Celebrating the 
Basketry Guild’s 20 Years.
Opening reception for Salt Spring 
Basketry Guild exhibit at Salt 
Spring Gallery. 5 to 7 p.m. 
Salt Spring Forum Presents 
Margaret MacMillan. 
SOLD-OUT. World-renowned 
historian presents The Uses (and 
Abuses) of History at ArtSpring 
in a Salt Spring Forum event. 
7:30 p.m.

Sat.  Oct. 14
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Art of the Trio Jazz Concert.
The Art of the Trio Series proudly 
presents NYC jazz pianist Misha 
Piatigorsky for an intimate evening 
of trio music with renowned bass-
ist John Lee and drummer Kelby 
MacNayr. All Saints. 7:30 p.m.
La Familia. 
11-piece Cuban band at the 
Legion. 8 p.m.
Ange Hehr. Live at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Saturday Market in the Park.
Locally produced crafts, foods 
and produce at famous event 
in Centennial Park. 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m.
SSNAP-Y Saturdays Drop-in 
Workshops. 
Part of Salt Spring National Art 
Prize events. People of all ages 
can drop in to the annex art room 
and have fun exploring, or create 
art related to your experience of 
SSNAP. Mahon Hall. 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

Sat.  Oct. 14
  ACTIVITIES

Rainwater Harvesting Tour.
Free self-guided tour of up to 
10 Salt Spring properties using 
rainwater harvesting techniques. 
Co-sponsored by the Salt Spring 
Island Watershed Protection 
Authority and the Salt Spring 
Water Preservation Society. Map 
available at www.ssiwatersheds.
ca. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Harvest Grape Stomp. Bring 
a picnic blanket or some lawn 
chairs and enjoy the live music 
from Synergy and the local food 
truck “Fix” tacos. Participate in the 
grape stomp competition. Salt 
Spring Vineyards. 12 to 5 p.m.
Margriet Ruurs Book Launch.
Margriet is celebrating the 
launch of her two new children’s 
books — The Elephant Keeper 
and Birthdays Around The World 
— with a party in the library, 
complete with cake, balloons, 
and party hats. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 1 to 2 p.m.
SS Garden Club Fall Plant 
Sale. Garden club members have 
dug up their extra plants, divided 
their perennials and donated a 
great variety of beautiful plants to 
the club’s annual Fall Plant Sale. 
Farmers’ Institute. 1 to 3 p.m.
SSNAP Panel: The Creative 
Mind: Creativity In The Arts & 
Sciences. Salt Spring National Art 
Prize event with three panellists 
from the world of arts and science: 
Atom Egoyan (director), Arthur 
B. McDonald (2015 Nobel Prize in 
Physics), Meaghan Ogilvie (pho-
tographer). ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m. 

Sun.  Oct. 15
 ACTIVITIES

SS Unitarians Singing Service.
With Barbara Slater: no special 
talent required. Children and 
visitors welcome. Salt Spring’s 
Unitarian Fellowship at SS 
Seniors Centre at 10:30 a.m. Info: 
Mary Toynbee - 250-537-1147; 
mwtoynbee@saltspring.com.
SS Old Boys Soccer.
Home game vs. Juan de Fuca 48s 
at the GISS field. 10:30 a.m.
Evensong. Anglican tradition’s 
sung evening prayer. St. Mark’s 
Church at Central. 4 p.m.

Mon.  Oct. 16
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

SS Folk Club: The Bros. 
Landreth. Salt Spring Folk Club 
season opens with concert by 
Winnipeg super-band The Bros. 
Landreth. With opener Rick 
Neufeld. Fulford Hall. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. for season’s ticket hold-
ers and purchasers; 6:15 general 
admission; music at 7 p.m. Haidee 
Hart Catering dinners and des-
serts available. 

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Yarnies Knitters 
Club. Meets every Monday to 
knit, crochet, or do other hand-
crafts. Free; newcomers welcome. 
Penny’s Pantry on the Green. 1 
to 3 p.m.
SSI Parks and Recreation 
Commission. Public welcome to 
attend regular business meeting. 
Portlock Park Portable. 5 p.m.
SSI Fire Protection District.
Public welcome to attend month-
ly business meeting. United 
Church lower hall. 7 to 9 p.m.
SSI Toastmasters. In this spe-
cial meeting the Toastmasters 
International education program 
will be reviewed with an aim to 
help people gain confidence in 
speaking, whether it be in front 
of loved ones, a small group, or 
standing up at a town hall meet-
ing. Guests welcome. SSI Public 
Library. 7 p.m. 

Tue.  Oct. 17
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Fretless in Concert.
The Fretless, winners of the 2017 
Juno Award for Instrumental 
Album of the Year, play ArtSpring 
at 7:30 p.m. Bar open at 6:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Tuesday Farmers’ Market.
Local organic food producers 
and food artisans offer goods 
every Tuesday through October. 
Centennial Park. 2 to 6 p.m.
Salty Community Awards.
New Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce-sponsored awards 
will be presented at a reception 
at Meaden Hall. 6 p.m. Tickets 
include appetizers and entertain-
ment, with cash bar.

Tue.  Oct. 17
  ACTIVITIES

Channel Ridge Homeowners 
Association AGM.
Discussion topics to include status 
of water systems, the septic 
system, and development plans. 
Community Gospel Chapel. 7 p.m.
Trivia Tuesday. Tuesdays at 
Moby’s Pub. 7 to 9:30 p.m.  
Book Launch: James 
Dickinson. 
Salt Spring author reads from 
two books in the Mind-Speaker 
Series: Marooned and Night of 
the Raptors. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 7 p.m. 
Drop-in Floor Hockey.
Every Tuesday until May of 2018. 
Bring sneakers and your own 
hockey stick (if you can). Fulford 
Hall. 7 p.m. 

Wed.  Oct. 18
 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Poultry Club.
Planning meeting for 2018. 
Bring your ideas for workshops 
or requests for poultry. New 
members welcome. SS Farmers’ 
Institute. 1 p.m. 
SS Seniors Centre Anniversary 
& Open House. 
Come see what the Seniors Centre 
is all about and help celebrate 
25 years in their building and 30 
years of community and service 
to seniors. With cake, and perfor-
mances by the Readers’ Theatre 
and The Lost Chords. SS Seniors 
Centre. 2 p.m. 

Wed.  Oct. 18
 ACTIVITIES

Central Community Hall 
Society Board of Directors 
Meeting.
Meeting at Central Hall. Public 
welcome. 7 p.m.   
Live Painting Performance.
Stefanie Denz and J Robert Moss 
at Fault Line Projects. 7 p.m.
Film Screening: Maudie.
The true story of Nova Scotia folk 
painter Maud Lewis. Presented 
by the Salt Spring Film Festival 
and SSNAP. ArtSpring theatre. 
7:30 p.m.   

Book Reading: Merilyn 
Simonds and Kathy Page.
Merilyn Simonds (represent-
ing the San Miguel Writer’s 
Conference) discusses books 
and reading in her latest book 
Gutenberg’s Fingerprint. Plus 
reading by two-time Giller Prize 
nominee Kathy Page. Salt Spring 
Public Library. 8 p.m. 
Mother Goose.
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
Bittancourt House Museum.
See last Wednesday’s listing. 

SongJam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Bernard Shaw’s 
classic.  
Thurs.Oct. 19th only   
3pm matinee and 
7pm show
email:
thefritz@hotmail.ca 
to reserve seats.

 National
Theatre
 Live

SAINT  JOAN

Oct. 13th -17th Fri. to Tues. 7pm    
Sun. 3pm matinee and 7pm

1 hr 42 min
Rating: G

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 10pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

Margriet Ruurs  
Book Launch 

The Elephant Keeper and Birthdays Around the World

Saturday, October 14th  
SS Public Library • 1 pm

Saltspring Driftwood Ad Oct 11 What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W
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100 Jackson Ave Salt Spring Island  (250) 537-2102

JUNO AWARD-WINNING
FOLK & FIDDLE

www.artspring.ca

rtSpring
Presents

TUES  OCT 17  7:30 PM 

bar  6:30 PM

Adults $25 | Youth $5
proudly sponsored by Victoria Olchowecki

100 Jackson Ave Salt Spring Island (250) 537-2102
www.artspring.ca

JUNO AWARD-WINNING
FOLK & FIDDLE

Get Certified to Become 
a Swim Instructor

18.20 - 19.37 per hour 

• Water Safety Instructor 1 – Oct. 28
• Water Safety Instructor 2 – Dec. 2 to Dec. 15

 
For course descriptions 
and pre-requisites visit

www.crd.bc.ca/ssi-pool

Parc  PROGRAMS

Rainbow Road aquatic centRe
approved

SSNAP 

Nature of creativity explored at panel night
Exhibition and art talks also on

SSNAP events continue this week with a panel 
discussion on creativity set for Saturday, Oct. 14 
at ArtSpring. 

In an evening titled Where Science & Art Con-
verge, three renowned Canadians will present 
their views on the topic of the “creative mind.”

Hosted as part of the Salt Spring National Art 
Prize, the panellists from the worlds of the arts 
and sciences will explore the nature of creativ-
ity, its essential elements and where the creative 
spark comes from. Speakers are film director 
Atom Egoyan, astrophysicist Art McDonald and 
photographer Meaghan Ogilvie. The event begins 
at 7:30 p.m.

Panel organizer Janet Halliwell, an executive 
member of the SSNAP committee, says bringing 
the realms of arts and sciences together will offer 
a powerful evening.

“By inviting these distinguished guests to 
explore the creative mind, our intention is to 
explore the connections between the creative 
process and the human experience. We antici-
pate an enlightened dialogue featuring two dis-
tinct disciplines and an inspired conversation 
with revelations from respected artists and an 

academic from the world of science.” 
Egoyan is one of the most celebrated contem-

porary filmmakers on the international scene.
McDonald is professor emeritus at Queen’s 

University, director of the Sudbury Neutrino 
Observatory Scientific Collaboration and a 2015 
Physics Nobel Laureate.

Ogilvie is an award-winning Toronto photogra-
pher whose evocative underwater photographs 
have been included in exhibitions and ocean 
conservation projects around the world. 

The SSNAP Finalists Exhibition continues at 
Mahon Hall through Oct. 22, with the gala win-
ners evening on Oct. 21, where $30,000 in prizes 
will be awarded. 

This week’s noon-hour SSNAP art talks fea-
ture finalist Joanna Rogers from Pender Island 
on Thursday, Oct. 12 and Samantha Dickie of 
Victoria on Friday, Oct. 13.

The Parallel Art Show also continues at ArtSpring.

CRAFT GUILDS 

Basketry guild hosts public activities
Exhibit, demo and workshop 

The Salt Spring Basketry Guild is celebrating its 20th year with a 
busy month of basketry events.  

Present and former guild members’ baskets are on display in the 
library’s lobby showcase until Oct. 31. From traditional to contem-
porary, wearable to whimsical, the work on display features a vari-
ety of materials and techniques. The display also includes library 
books on basketry donated by the guild and a few tools of the trade.

The library is hosting a Basketry Guild Demo Day on Saturday, 

Oct. 21. Guild members will demonstrate different basketry tech-
niques from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Then from 1 to 3:30 p.m. there will 
be a Come and Weave workshop where kids aged five and up are 
invited to make a basket. All materials will be provided and the 
workshop can accommodate approximately 20 participants.

Woven Together: Celebrating the Basketry Guild’s 20 Years is an 
exhibition of new work at the Salt Spring Gallery from Oct. 12 to 
31. The opening reception is on Friday, Oct. 13 from 5 to 7 p.m. The 
guild gratefully acknowledges the support of the Salt Spring Arts 
Council and Country Grocer.

FOLK CLUB 

Club season opens Monday 
Top Winnipeg band visits 

The Bros. Landreth take the lead for the 
Salt Spring Folk Club season on Oct. 16 at 
Fulford Hall. 

Brothers Joey and David Landreth with 
drummer Ryan Voth and guitarist Ariel 
Posen have been together off and on for 
30 years. Their debut album Let It Lie won 
a Juno in 2015 for Roots and Traditional 
Album of the Year. 

As their website states, “Filled with mid-
tempo rockers, butter smooth ballads and 
cowboy lullabies, it’s the sort of album that 
finds inspiration not only in the landscape 
of the human heart but also the windswept 
prairies that stretch out around Winnipeg’s 
city limits.”

Their hometown was quick to embrace 

the Bros. Landreth, with the Winnipeg Free 
Press applauding the band’s “blues rock 
style songs resplendent with soulful har-
monies as golden and warm as the late 
evening sun.” 

They once shared a stage at the Winnipeg 
Folk Festival with Bonnie Raitt, who said: “I 
haven’t liked a band as much as the Bros. 
Landreth in a long time . . . they blew me 
away . . . great singing, playing and songs 
and killer slide guitar. This band seriously 
kicks.”

Local singer-songwriter Rick Neufeld 
also hails from Winnipeg and is the opener 
for Monday’s concert. 

Tickets are on sale at Salt Spring Books 
and Stuff ‘n’ Nonsense, and season’s passes 
will be sold at the door beginning at 6 p.m. 
Music starts at 7 p.m. 

PITCHFORK SOCIAL 

Sarah Potenza ready to thrill 
Friday night at 
Bullock Lake Farm 

The final PitchFork Social 
concert of the year promises 
to be unforgettable.  

“Sarah  Potenza is, with-
out a doubt, a force of nature 
in today’s American music 
scene,” says the PitchFork 
Social website, “with an 
eye toward leaping over the 
limitations of genre-defined 
boundaries into her own orig-
inal music that will ultimately 
take no prisoners.” 

Rolling Stone said, “Potenza 
is to the blues what Adele is 
to pop.”

Potenza performs at the 
Bullock Lake Farm venue on 
Friday, Oct. 13 beginning at 
7:30 p.m.

After years of touring with 
her band Sarah & The Tall 
Boys, Potenza was chosen 
over 50,000 candidates to 
appear on the U.S. singing 
competition show The Voice, 
where she definitely made 
her mark. Judge Pharrell Wil-
liams immediately exclaimed, 
“You’re giving this generation 

something they’ve never seen 
before.”

Potenza left the show as a 
top 20 finalist, then headed to 
Nashville where she quickly 
integrated into the local music 
scene, becoming a staple at 
the world-renowned Bluebird 
Café and the globally broad-
cast Music City Roots pro-
gram. She continues to earn 
raves for her big voice, which 
seamlessly blends roots, rock 
and soul.

For a preview of Potenza’s 
music, see www.sarahpoten-
za.net.

Courtesy SSNAP 

From left, SSNAP paneliists Atom Egoyan, Art 
McDonald and Meaghan Ogilvie.

Call Gail OR ELIZABETH 
if you see news happening 

250-537-9933

News Updates: Follow the Driftwood on Twitter http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood
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people&communitycommunitycommunitycommunity
AUTHOR READING 

Books and reading leap o�  the page at Simonds event
Gutenberg’s Fingerprint 
discussion at library

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring is known for its large 
population of published authors and 
the book lovers who support them, so 
interest should be high for an Oct. 18 
event with Merilyn Simonds at the Salt 
Spring Public Library. It will  examine 
the future of books and how we read 
today.

In her most recent book, Guten-
berg’s Fingerprint, the acclaimed Cana-
dian author with 17 titles to her credit 
explores the consequences of the shift 
in human communication brought on 
by the digital age. Asking “What is lost 
and what is gained as paper turns to 
pixel?” the answer may surprise some 
readers. 

Gutenberg’s Fingerprint is no 
doomsday manual; Simonds does 
not lament the end of the book, not 
does she foresee it. Instead she reveals 
a world where humans are adapting 
their reading to include different plat-
forms simultaneously, enjoying the 
unique aptitudes of both paper and 
screen.

“Why is it that we assume each 

new thing condemns the thing that 
came before? We know that’s not true,” 
Simonds writes. “We can read a book, 
stream a Netfl ix movie, then listen to 
the radio as we drive to the opera . . . We 
can have it all.”

Gutenberg’s Fingerprint combines 
a survey of the technologies involved 
in bookmaking with the author’s mod-
ern-day immersion in the process as a 
special collection of her work is trans-
formed — both into a limited edition 
art book and a digital book. The early 
technologies that made books possible 
are illuminated for readers, as are the 
equally obscure singularities of digital 
design.

As Simonds observes, from the earli-
est days of writing humans have been 
looking for ways to make its reproduc-
tion more effi cient. One funny section 
of the book underlines the true tedium 
of hand-copying.

“The margins of medieval texts are 
littered with scribe complaints,” she 
writes, and gives examples such as 
“A curse on thee, O pen!”, “Writing is 
excessive drudgery” and “Thank God it 
will soon be dark.”

When e-readers and digital books 
were fi rst introduced, the death knell 
for the paper book was sounded, with 
the end predicted to come as early as 

2008. But current research reveals a 
trend that Simonds has confirmed 
anecdotally during the six months 
since Gutenberg’s Fingerprint came 
out: 80 per cent of people read books 
in paper when they’re reading for plea-
sure.

“I think that shows that digital and 
paper mediums satisfy two different 
cravings in us; one is quantity and the 
other is sensual,” Simonds said. 

The pleasures of the physical product 
are beautifully delineated in the mem-
oir components of the book. Simonds 
agrees to let her acquaintance and 
soon-to-be dear friend Hugh Barclay 
create a limited edition of The Paradise 
Project on a hand-operated antique let-
terpress. The process involves fi nding 

an artist who will make the book’s end 
papers using fi bres grown in Simonds’ 
massive garden (day lily leaves prove 
effective) and a supplier for the main 
pages, which come from the artisanal 
Saint-Armand paper mill in Montreal. 

Salt Spring readers will enjoy and 
recognize Barclay’s character. The 
perhaps somewhat elderly inventor 
and self-created publisher would fit 
right in with our local craftspeople and 
book lovers, with his obsessions for the 
details of paper and type.

“He’s fantastic. One of the pleasures 
of the book was trying to capture him, 
and giving him an audience wider than 
his circle of fans in Kingston,” Simonds 
said. “I learned so much from him and 
am forever changed by him.”

Near the start of the journey, 
Simonds speculates that in the future 
only the highest quality books might 
be produced in paper for rare con-
sumption. She is not willing to predict 
a future so extreme for books, but she 
notes that current research shows read-
ers have already become discretion-
ary with their habits. Literature and art 
books are still preferred in paper, but 
increasingly genre books — the kind, 
Simonds says, we consume like potato 
chips — are read on the screen. 

“There are books you want to carry 

with you your whole life, but not all of 
them,” Simonds observed.

At the same time, digital technolo-
gies can be an advantage for writers. 
Simonds, for example, has been able to 
bring back one out-of-print book and 
published several stand-alone stories 
as e-books, making them accessible to 
a wide international audience. 

Gutenberg’s invention of moveable 
type was the occasion for a profound 
shift in communication as access to 
written material opened up to the 
masses. The invention of the internet 
and digital technologies is another pro-
found change, but one has been predi-
cated on the other. So far, digital books 
have sought to emulate the paper 
experience, such as “turnable” pages. 
The real capabilities of the technology 
have yet to be exploited fully, and the 
way humans adapt could have a useful 
effect rather than a regrettable one.

“My feeling is this is just a transition. 
There will be something down the road 
that’s way better,” Simonds said of the 
e-reader platform. “Once our brains get 
used to it, we’ll really be able to use it for 
a fuller reading experience.” 

Simonds’ library event starts at 8 
p.m. It is co-sponsored by Salt Spring 
Books. Island author Kathy Page is also 
scheduled to read.

MERILYNSIMMONDS.COM

Author Merilyn Simonds

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
http://twitter.com/GIDriftwoodNEWS UPDATES
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A diagnosis of heart failure can be 
devastating, especially for those 
without a support network. But it turns 

out dancing — whether it is ballroom, tap or 
line dance — might be a key to living better 
and longer.

According to Dr. Gavin Arthur, senior 
manager of Promote Recovery at the Heart & 
Stroke Foundation, keeping active at any age 
is important, but for people with heart failure, 
it is even more so. Just be sure to check with 
your doctor first.

“Choosing physical activity that has a social 
component is particularly great for people 
living with heart failure. Often people who are 

diagnosed with this disease can experience 
isolation and depression,” he explains. 
“Being involved in a group activity can help 
strengthen social and emotional connections, 
an important aspect of taking control of this 
condition.”

That’s why heart failure patient Jerry Alfonso 
has made line dancing his passion.

“I started because I wanted to be doing 
something in the evening. I learned a few dances, 
then one thing led to another and now I teach 
several classes every week,” he says. “I reach out 
to people to get up and exercise and while they 
come and dance with me I try to talk with them 
and encourage them to eat a healthy diet.”

Alfonso’s enthusiasm is infectious, and now 
his classes range from beginners through to 
advanced line dancers. He knows that having 
a strong support network can be a safety 
net for people living with heart failure, and 
encourages everyone — whether you are living 
with heart disease or just looking to keep active 
— to think about joining a class or community 
group.

Connecting with people who understand can 
be a great source of information and support. 
In-person and online support groups can be 
very helpful to combat social isolation. Connect 
with others and find more information online 
at heartandstroke.ca/heartfailure.

Helen, Glenn and Otis 
are happy to have 
all the comforts 
of home.

Life is 
relaxing
here.

Ask our residents:

Independent and assisted 
living choices for today’s senior

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
by THE TIDMAN GROUP

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney  l  250.656.8827  l  www.welcometopeninsula.ca

Shot on location at Peninsula at Norgarden

Dance your way to health 

Seniors Program 

SENIORS WELLNESS OFFICE,

129 Hereford Ave.
CALL 250-537-4607 FOR MORE INFO
Open 10am - 2pm Monday through Friday

Shellyse Szakacs, Coordinator  sszakacs@ssics.ca

The BC Cancer Agency’s Digital Mammography Coach 
will be providing breast screening outside

Lady Minto Hospital October 10-13 & 16-18, 2017
Book your appointment today: 1-800-663-9203

Chronic Pain Self-Management Program
129 Hereford Ave.  •  Oct 18 - Nov 22, 2017

For six Wednesdays from 3-5:30pm
Registration required 604-940-1273  • Toll-free: 1-866-902-3767

www.selfmanagmentbc.ca

FOCUS ON SENIORSSALT 
SPRING

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS POPULAR 
MONTHLY FEATURE CONTACT 250-537-9933

YOUTH LITERATURE 

Tales’ journeys come to life in slide-show afternoon 
Margriet Ruurs releases two 
new books 

by GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

Salt Spring-based children’s book author 
Margriet Ruurs knows how to throw a party. 

That’s especially true for birthday parties, 
as shared in her new book called Birthdays 
Around the World, published by Kids Can 
Press. 

It introduces 17 children who celebrate 
their birthdays in ways unique to their coun-
try of origin. Illustrations are done by Ashley 
Barron using beautiful cut-paper collage. 

This Saturday, Oct. 14 
from 1 to 2 p.m. at Salt 
Spring Public Library, 
Ruurs will host a double 
book-launch party for 
both Birthdays Around the 
World and The Elephant 
Keeper.  An elephant-
shaped cake has been 
donated for the occasion 

and she will present an entertaining slide 
show about how both books came to be 
published. 

The Elephant Keeper, also from Kids Can 
Press, is based on Ruurs’ visit to an elephant 
orphanage in Zambia. It tells the tale of a 

young man named Aaron who was raised in 
a village where elephants were perceived as 
the enemy due to damage herds can inflict on 
essential crops. But after he saves a baby ele-
phant from drowning in a resort pool, he ends 
up working at the Lilayi Elephant Nursery. 

Schools and groups are encouraged to 
“adopt” an elephant at that orphanage 
through a $65 US contribution. A donation 
jar will be out at Saturday’s library event. 

“When we have the launch we will try to 
collect money and the library will adopt an 
elephant,” she said. 

The Elephant Keeper is Ruurs’ second 
book that connects literature to social action. 
Last year she released Stepping Stones: A 

Refugee Family’s Journey. Between donation 
of her royalties and Orca Book Publisher’s 
contributions from sales, some $65,000 was 
collected for Syrian refugee causes in the 
past year. 

The book has also been translated into 
several languages. Coincidentally, Ruurs was 
booked to speak at a school in Turkey where 
teaching is done in English just as the Turkish 
version was completed. Now Ruurs can attend 
the launch.  A similar thing is happening in the 
Netherlands with the Dutch translation.   

Stepping Stones has been nominated 
for several honours. The latest is the Bolen 
Books  Children’s Book Prize of the Victoria 
Book Prizes.

MARGRIET
RUURS
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PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All liner ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

AAlistAir HAyne
May 11, 2001 - sept. 24, 2017

It is with unimaginable sorrow that 
we announce the sudden passing of our 
cherished son, brother, grandson, nephew 
and cousin, Alistair Hayne on Sunday, 
September 24th, 2017. Alistair died in a 
tragic accident while out enjoying time 
with his friends on a Saturday night. He 
is deeply missed by his parents Barry 
and Emma Hayne; Sister Olivia Hayne, 
Grandparents Peter and Olivia Callegari 
(Sidney) and Delores Hayne (Edmonton); 
Aunties Janice Zechel (Bob), Anna Callegari 
(David Mohler), Rachel Warren (Robert); Uncle Roy Hayne (Debbie); cousins 
Kurtis and Cody Hayne, Robyn Noel (Scott), Kate (Greg) and Miranda 
Zechel, Sam, Grace and Mary Warren, Elsie Mohler, and baby Scarlett Noel; 
Godparents Bruce and Roxy Campbell; as well as his loving extended family 
in Scotland and across Canada. Predeceased by his Papa Fuzzy Hayne.

Alistair was born on Salt Spring Island on May 11, 2001, the second 
welcomed child to Barry and Emma and beloved little brother to Olivia. 
He came into the world with a big and boisterous cry and once he had 
learned to smile, never stopped. Baby Alistair radiated happiness. 
Smiling and laughing contentedly while being carted around like 
a big doll by his older sister Olivia. He mastered all feats physical at 
an early age, walking by 10 months. His persistence and fearlessness 
with things new was apparent even at this young age. Childhood was 
filled with endless adventures, among the most memorable being 
quad and ski-doo rides with cousins in Edmonton, sled- pulls in the 
snow behind the truck, kiss and release fishing excursions on the dock, 
cannon-ball jumps into the pond, trampoline flips in the backyard, 
run-ins with chickens, fabrications of swords and weapons out of all 
things natural, always leaving a trail of toy chaos wherever he went. 
Alistair had big emotions; large reactions to things and events. He 
felt deeply about people and things. He loved young children and 
animals and had a soft and tender heart. He never wanted to miss 
out on anything and he carried a restless energy to seek people and 
adventures, always. He thought outside the box, pushed boundaries 
to their limits and implored us to examine our own judgments and 
assumptions carefully. He truly was our rebel with a heart.

As Alistair grew into an adolescent, his focus shifted from family 
to friends, and he became cherished friend to many. His love for his 
friends seemed boundless. Intuitive and sensitive, he had great affinity 
for connecting people together and showing his love. His goofy, 
happy, authentic self seemed to endear him to many and he happily 
reciprocated that love. He loved fashion, expensive cars and music 
and had taught himself how to play the guitar beautifully. He loved 
rapping and composing music with friends. Our family is learning so 
much about his character from pictures and posts to his memory page 
and we are so appreciative to his friends for these messages.

Alistair’s giving and loving nature extended to the moments of 
his departure from this earthly realm, in that he was able to give the 
gift of life to 5 blessed recipients of 5 of his organs. Our family finds 
comfort in knowing that his big heart will continue to radiate love to 
others. As Alistair always did, please remember to tell your loved ones 
how much you love them and throw kindness like confetti.

We would like to thank the EMS crews and medical teams who 
took such skilled and loving care of Alistair on his journey. We are so 
grateful to our extended family, to this community and to Alistair’s 
friends for the tremendous outpouring of love, support and donations 
to help ease this time for us. It has been truly humbling and we feel 
blessed to be loved by our community and family in this way.

A Celebration of Life will be held for Alistair on Sunday Oct 15th, 
2017 at 2pm at Gulf Islands Secondary School in the gymnasium.

In lieu of flowers, please take time to share your wishes with your 
loved ones about organ donation and consider filling out donor forms. 
Monetary donations can be made to the Transplant Research Foundation 
of BC at www.trfbc.org or to BC Children’s Hospital at www.bcchildrens.ca.

NO

Gregory John Klassen 
August 28 1958 – October 3, 2017

Greg was cut down suddenly in 
the prime of life by a heart attack 
linked to deep vein thrombosis.

Greg was born in Germany, and 
spent the next 18 years living in 
many countries with parents John 
(a Canadian diplomat) and Lilo, 
and brothers Doug and Bruce. He 
learned to ski in the Alps, where 

he eventually broke his tailbone. He learned to skateboard on the 
streets of Hong Kong. On the shores of France, he learned to love 
the ocean. Visiting Victoria, he grew to love the BC coast.

From a young age, Greg was a biologist, photographer and 
artist. As a child, he kept a colony of snails in the yard, observing 
and reporting on them with sketches and photographs. In his 
early teens, his brother Doug gave him his first good camera, a 
Nikon that he treasured always.

Greg attended the University of Guelph where he earned a 
B.Sc. and M.Sc. in marine biology. It was in Guelph that he met 
and married his life partner, Andrea Locke. He continued on to 
complete a Ph.D. in marine biogeography at the University of 
Toronto, and postdoctoral work at the Smithsonian Institution 
and St. Mary’s University, Halifax. Throughout much of this 
period, he supported himself as a scientific photographer and 
illustrator. Adventures included searching for new species in the 
fish market in Tokyo and three weeks of scuba diving with French 
naval commandos in New Caledonia.

After moving to New Brunswick, where he lived for two 
decades, Greg initially worked as a professor of marine biology. 
During these years, RhiAnnon and Morgan were born. For Greg, 
family always came first. In 2002, when the kids were 8 and 4 
respectively, he left academia to become a stay-at-home parent 
and primary caregiver to RhiAnnon. He considered this the most 
important role of his life. 

Greg credits photographer Freeman Patterson with helping 
him overcome his block to colour photography in 2006 - Greg was 
profoundly colour-blind. After being turned down from several 
graduate programs because his pictures were ‘too pretty’, he 
enrolled in the New Brunswick College of Craft and Design and 
received a Diploma in Advanced Studies (Visual Arts) in 2009. 
While at the College he started to ‘make pictures’ and not just 
‘take pictures’.  In 2012, the year the family moved to Salt Spring 
Island, Greg graduated with a Master of Applied Arts degree from 
Emily Carr University.

For a guy who claimed to have no innate social skills (as an 
adult, he was diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome and ADHD), 
he made a difference in a lot of lives and was generous with his 
time, mentoring many early-career scientists and artists.

You always knew exactly where you stood with Greg; there 
was no subterfuge in his soul. He expected high standards from 
himself and others.

It had always been Greg’s dream to live on the BC coast; on 
Salt Spring, he really hit his stride as an artist and as a human 
being. He was a strong advocate for persons of disability and 
established a visual arts program at GIFTS (the Gulf Islands 
Families Together Society). Greg was also the founder and driving 
force behind Dialogues with the Arts, a sort of intellectual salon. 
A good intellectual discussion was always one of Greg’s favourite 
things. He absolutely loved the ‘argument surrounded by water’ 
that is Salt Spring and expressed this with two major art projects 
in 2017: “Salt Spring Stories” held at ArtSpring in August and the 
public art piece “We are Salt Spring” banner that he installed only 
4 days before his death. 

.,

Thank you for $10,000 
raised for IWAV!

Thank You to the many sponsors & supporters of our 
Farm To Table event on September 28th! It was an 
amazing, warm summer evening to enjoy food, friends & 
neighbours. Over $10,000 was raised for Island Women 
Against Violence to help women & Children affected by 
violence & abuse in the Gulf Islands. A special thank 
you to: Wilco Construction, The Rental Stop, Home 
Design Centre, Sotheby’s Realty, Slegg Lumber, Windsor 
Plywood, Karl & Celia Meade, Salt Spring Interiors, 
Scott’s Plumbing, Snazzie Construction, Archer Electric, 
Janet Smith, Mike the Insulator, Hedgerow House B & 
B, Don Arney, Ocean Art Studio, Susan de Stein, John 
Herbert & John Bateman, Jessica Wilson, David & 
Nadia Youngsen, Blossom Spa, Seafirst Insurance, 
Jana’s Bake Shop, Terra McHughs Florists, Bullock Lake 
Farm, our very special guest, & all the wonderful people 
who gave their time to plan, to serve, to decorate & to 
come & share the evening!

M M

SHOWCASE GALLERY

CALL FOR EXHIBITION PROPOSALS
The Salt Spring Arts Council announces an open call to 
Artists and Craft people working in a variety of media, to 
submit exhibition proposals for the 2018 season of ArtCraft’s 
Showcase Gallery.
Entry is open only to artists living in School District #64 Gulf islands.
The Showcase Gallery exhibits, on the stage at Mahon Hall, are 
approximately four weeks long and run during the ArtCraft season- 
June to September.
- Artists are welcome to submit work individually or as part of a 

group
- Work must be recent - created within the past 2 years- and must 

not have been exhibited locally or at ArtCraft either on the main 
floor or at a previous showcase exhibit.

- Exhibitions are chosen to reflect innovation, quality and 
professionalism

- The Artcraft commission rate is 35%.
- All items entered must be for sale.
- Application Forms can be downloaded on the website http://

ssartscouncil.com/showcase-exhibitions-3/
- Or, picked up at Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road at rear office.

Proposals must be received by OCTOBER 31st, 2017

Salt Spring Arts Council 

mid june till mid september

Downtown Ganges in Mahon Hall 114 Rainbow Rd.  Tel: 537 0899

our artists are our business

7 days a week 10-5

Annual Christmas Art and Craft Sale  
NOVEMBER 24th – DECEMBER 21st, 2017
Call for exhibitors and registration notice
Registration fee: $28.00 – Deadline: November 3rd
A valid 2017 Salt Spring Arts Council Membership is required.  
Fee~ $25.00
Application forms and information can be downloaded from the 
website: http://ssartscouncil.com/wintercraft/. Or, picked up at 
Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road in rear mailbox at school side of 
building. Please contact Richard Steel: info@ssartscouncil.com with 
any other queries.

New exhibitors welcome!

Salt Spring Arts Council 

mid june till mid september

Downtown Ganges in Mahon Hall 114 Rainbow Rd.  Tel: 537 0899

our artists are our business

7 days a week 10-5
wintercraft

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTSFAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHSDEATHS DEATHS DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

Oct 11

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

Channel Ridge AGM

oct 11

Tod Creek Watershed Info 
Session & Panel’ hosted 
by Peninsula Streams.

Learn about history + habitat 
restoration efforts.

Saturday, Oct 14th, 1-4pm 
5575 W. Saanich Rd.
PeninsulaStreams.ca

Peninsula-
Streams@gmail.com

250-363-6480

INFORMATION

CARDS OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

CARDS OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

You left us beautiful memories,
Your love is still our guide,

and though we cannot see you
you’re always at our side.
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Volunteer Recruitment Fair
ArtSpring, November 1st, 2017, 1:00-4:00pm

For More Information:
www.vcrsaltspring.org  |  admin@vcrsaltspring.org

250-931-0039

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

Driftwood Gulf Islands Media
is now accepting applications for an

Account MAnAGer
Are you looking for a great long-term full-time job? A 

job that is rewarding and offers great earning potential? 
Are you a team player that has the ability to work in an 
extremely fast-paced environment? Are you a confident 
energetic individual with excellent organizational skills 
that will deliver superior customer service?

If you answered yes to these questions then we have a 
job opportunity for you.

This position offers a great compensation package that 
includes a benefit package and comprehensive training.

This job will be a good fit for you if you are: eager to 
learn; open to implementing new ideas to help customers 
grow their business; able to meet deadlines and work with 
minimum supervision.

Must have reliable transportation and valid driver’s 
license.

Driftwood Gulf Islands Media (www.driftwoodgimedia.
com) includes our weekly newspapers, magazines, websites, 
regular special features, as well as many vertical publications 
each year.

Please forward resumes to: 
Amber ogilvie
aogilvie@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

SALT SPRING 
COMMUNICATION STATION  
Customer Service Representative

Salt Spring Communication Station is a consumer 
electronics retailer and an authorized TELUS 
dealership. We are passionate about creating 
success for our customers, our community and our 
team. We do so by delivering on our “customers 
come first” commitment.
Are you an exceptional communicator? Can you 
proactively adapt to meet the changing needs of 
our customers? Can you create a personalized 
experience? Our business is growing and we are 
hiring for permanent part-time positions. Must be 
bondable.

Perks:
•	 Competitive pay and incentives
•	 Learning and development opportunities
•	 A respectful workplace that is involved in the 

community
•	 Recognition programs and career excellence 

rewards 
Please apply by email with resume to 
admin@sscommunicationstation.com

342 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island 250-537-8371

We are seeking a Fish and Seafood Operations 
Manager for our Vancouver Island food stores.

The successful candidate will be responsible for:
•  writing weekly ads
•  maintaining instore feature items
•  work with existing staff in this department to ensure 
a high level of quality and customer service
•  working with local suppliers to maintain freshness 
and produce an appealing mix of fish and seafood 
products for our customers
•  maintaining price books

Country Grocer offers a competitive salary, and 
excellent benefits.

If you are interested in joining our team 
please send your resume and cover letter to: 

jzwynenburg@countrygrocer.com
or  

janderson@countrygrocer.com

FISH AND SEAFOOD 
OPERATIONS MANAGER

INFORMATION

LEGALS

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer Employment/Licensing 
loss? Travel/Business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
Entry Waiver. Record Purge. 
File Destruction. Free Consul-
tation 1-800-347-2540. ac-
cesslegalmjf.com PERSONALS

MAKE A Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE! 
250-220-1300 or 1-800-210-
1010. www.livelinks.com  18+0

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

HELP WANTED

INFORMATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your 
work-at-home career today!

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED continual 
part time 5-10 hours/week. 
Fall cleanup and property 
maintenance. Must be reliable, 
strong and able to follow direc-
tions. $20./hour 250 931-7676

CAREER OPPORTUNITIESCAREER OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

MEDICAL/DENTAL

AUDIOLOGIST/HEARING
INSTRUMENT

 PRACTITIONER
 We currently have a

position available for a
patient driven Audiologist 

/Registered Hearing
Instrument Practitioner to
join the NexGen Hearing

clinic on Salt Spring Island.
Join an amazing team.

Submit your resume to
careers@nexgenhear-

ing.com.

PERSONAL SERVICES

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.comWe’ll help you get a fresh start!

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN

Helset Design

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill - 
Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. FREE Info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/400OT 1-800-566-
6899 Ext:400OT.

MOBILE HOMES & PARKS

NEW 2017 MANUFACTURED 
HOMES starting under 
$80,000 delivered! Best Buy 
Homes  Kelowna - www.best-
buyhousing.com - Canada’s 
largest in-stock home selec-
tion,  quick delivery, custom 
factory orders, new parks! 
Text/call 250-765-2223.

REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOUSE

11OCT17

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

STORAGE

STORAGE

Mid Isl.Storage

SELF STORAGE

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

by Michael O’Connor  1.250.352.6871
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. 

www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) Jupiter in Scorpio could 
prove to be very fi nancially rewarding for you. As 
well, you may undergo deep changes regarding the 
philosophies that determine your perception and 
interpretations and which guide your life choices. 
Since Mars rules both Aries and Scorpio, it will play 
an extra important role.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20) Your most intimate relation-
ships will undergo many changes. Increase, expan-
sion and more exposure and popularity, in general, 
are indicated. Your desire to cultivate mastery both 
as an end in itself and as a means to earn more 
money is indicated. You will become more studious 
and this will include a more disciplined approach.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) Your health will become 
a major focus over the next 13 months. Positively, 
you could increase your overall state and quality of 
fi tness and wellbeing. However, you may have to 
work harder to achieve this end. A process of deep 
transformation is indicated and will last about 30 
months. In the shorter term, activating an upward 
spiral is possible and ideal.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) A very creative cycle is 
indicated over the next year. Your confi dence levels 
probably increased over the past year and now it 
is your opportunity to follow through with that mo-
mentum. Just be careful not to be overconfi dent. 
Things could turn quickly this year so focus to make 
them turn in your favor. Focus on your talents with 
the emphasis on stability.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your confi dence levels are 
destined to rise steadily over the coming year. Per-
haps especially, it is your imagination and ability to 
empathize that will increase. The danger of over-
imagination and over-empathizing remains, how-
ever, so focus to understand what that means and 
keep both in check. Otherwise, congratulations!
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22) Are you ready for a diversi-
fi ed focus? One way or another and ready or not, 
you are about to become an expert at multi-tasking. 
While this could prove scattering and frazzling, 
there is good reason to say that it will leave you 
feeling more confi dent. Organization is a keyword, 
so focus to clarify your goals and strategies.

Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22) The time has come to se-
riously consider your fi nancial situation. Making 
wise investments is featured. These may well in-
clude new knowledge. Either you will seek out this 
knowledge and/or authorities who have it or you 
will focus to get it yourself, to learn. The bottom line 
remains that your focus will be to increase your lot.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Jupiter in your sign could 
prove to be a very exciting and expansive year 
and in many ways. The main dangers include un-
wanted weight gain linked to excessive luxury and 
indulgence. This could be described as the lower 
road, fun as the process may sound. Increase, ex-
pansion, and gain can all prove favorable provided 
they are the kind you want.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Jupiter is your ruling 
planet and it will be in the solar 12th house this year. 
This implies a turn of destiny which will push you to dig 
deeper to access hidden reserves of faith. Positively, 
you could undergo profound spiritual realizations and 
victories. As well, you could lay claim previously hid-
den talents. Either way, a soul search is indicated.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) The past few years 
have likely been challenging on internal levels. Yet, 
it has also probably provided opportunity and pro-
motion professionally, especially in the past year or 
so. That cycle ends in late December. The overlap 
includes affi liation with new friends and interest 
groups. You are fast approaching a major exit that 
will lead you down new roads.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Your public and profes-
sional life are destined to increase starting this month. 
The give is that this will entail more concentrated ef-
forts. Positively, your skills and abilities are destined to 
increase, yet you will have to cover a lot more ground. 
This cycle could be described as something of a mixed 
bag but the returns will be there if you do the work.
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20) Jupiter in Scorpio will spark a 
visionary fervor in you. This could manifest as an urge 
to travel or to enter into risky ventures, or your overall 
philosophy of life will take on increased measure and 
meaning. You are also destined to learn a lot about hu-
man psychology. Sharing your work with the world is 
also featured, so if you have it, focus to share it.

250-537-9221
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90 Park Drive Below Dagwoods, behind car w
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Zen Master Wolfgang says:  “
If you lend someone $20 and 

never see them again it w
as probably worth it.”

The truly great stand with the people, not above them.

An optimist is the one who gets 

treed by a lion and then enjoys the 

view.

Forget to breathe and attaining enlightenment will b
e the least of your worries

If you lend someone $20 and never see them again it 

was probably worth it.

friend us on 

facebook!

and win prizes!

www.facebook.com/

gul� slandsdriftw
ood

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  w
ww.gulfis

landsdriftwood.com

DRIFTWOOD 

AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully

and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please

respond ASAP thus allowing 

the production team tim
e to

make the changes indicated.

If w
e do not re

ceive a

response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM

this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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Salt Spring  Books

50% off 

Selected Books

I already talked 

to Dan about th
is 

last w
eek...a

d to 

say 

Christmas Sales continue.

Thanks

INSERTS

• Country Grocer

• Ganges Pharm
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt S
pringers won’t h

ave th
e opportunity

 to
 

vote on whether to incorporate as an island 

municipality
 until 

mid-summer at th
e earliest, 

with
 th

e upcoming provincial electio
n puttin

g 

a hold on all g
overnment d

ecisions from April 

through June. 

“While I’m
 sure th

ere are reasons for th
e delay, 

I th
ink it’s

 unfortunate,” said M
ark Aston, w

ho 

chaired the now disbanded Salt S
pring Incorpora-

tio
n Study Committe

e. “A
s tim

e contin
ues to pass 

the informatio
n recedes in people’s minds. I t

hink 

the m
ajority of fo

lks on both sides of th
e to

pic 

want a vote and a tim
ely resolutio

n of th
e issue.” 

Islanders engaged with
 th

e issues had origi-

nally hoped to
 see a re

ferendum held as early as 

this m
onth, after th

e committe
e m

ade its
 offi c

ial 

recommendatio
n to

 th
e M

inistry of C
ommunity, 

Sport a
nd Cultu

ral D
evelopment in

 November. 

Minister Peter Fassbender has yet to
 answer th

e 

recommendatio
n eith

er positiv
ely or negatively, 

but confi rmed to locally elected offi c
ials this week 

that no referendum can take place this spring.

Islands Trust tr
ustee George Grams had emailed 

the m
inister fo

r an update and announced th
e 

news at th
e Salt S

pring Local Trust C
ommitte

e 

meetin
g on Thursday. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

FAMILY DAY CREATIVITY: Sharing crafts a
nd painted faces fro

m the Salt Spring Arts 

Council’s F
amily Day event w

ith the Ta Daa Lady at M
ahon Hall M

onday are, fro
m left, O

rly Grif-

fi n, Stella Lauckner and Anna Roy.

Referendum

deferred by

B.C. election

timing
Extra tim

e welcomed by 

citizen groups  

GISS 

team 

heads to 

Ottawa

Fundraising campaign 

launched after w
inning 

regional fi n
als

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The senior im
prov team at 

Gulf I
slands Secondary School 

will b
e testin

g its
 powers against 

the best in
 th

e natio
n after win-

ning th
e trophy at th

e Vancou-

ver Island regional champion-

ships this weekend.

GISS came out th
e clear win-

ner at the Canadian Improv 

Games semi-fin
als in

 Victoria 

on Saturday. They repeated their 

success at S
unday’s fi n

al com-

petiti
on with

 an aggregate to
tal 

of 7
98 points, p

lus th
e highest 

scores in
 th

ree of th
e fo

ur com-

ponent categories. 

Team members  Melanie 

Gregory-Worsell, P
eter Hoskins, 

A m e l i a  Mc C l u s k e y,  Ka n e 

O’Scalle
igh, Fiona Pirie and 

Shay Steele are now going to 

see how th
ey stack up against 

the rest of Canada, as one of 

only 20 teams to earn a berth to 

the natio
nal championships in

 

Otta
wa in April. 

“GISS has made it to the 

natio
nal to

urnament fo
ur tim

es 

in th
e past, b

ut it’s
 been nine 

years since we’ve hoisted this 

trophy and it 
is a huge accom-

plishment,” said coach Jason 

Donaldson.
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Zen Master Wolfgang says:  “If you lend someone $20 and 

never see them again it was probably worth it.”

The truly great stand with the people, not above them.

An optimist is the one who gets 

treed by a lion and then enjoys the 

view.

Forget to breathe and attaining enlightenment will b
e the least of your worries

If you lend someone $20 and never see them again it 

was probably worth it.

friend us on 

facebook!

and win prizes!

www.facebook.com/

gul� slandsdriftwood

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  w
ww.gulfis

landsdriftwood.com
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Christmas Sales continue.
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt S
pringers won’t h

ave th
e opportunity to

 

vote on whether to incorporate as an island 

municipality
 until 

mid-summer at th
e earliest, 

with
 th

e upcoming provincial electio
n puttin

g 

a hold on all g
overnment d

ecisions from April 

through June. 

“While I’m
 sure th

ere are reasons for th
e delay, 

I th
ink it’s

 unfortunate,” said M
ark Aston, w

ho 

chaired the now disbanded Salt S
pring Incorpora-

tion Study Committe
e. “A

s tim
e contin

ues to pass 

the information recedes in people’s minds. I t
hink 

the m
ajority of fo

lks on both sides of th
e to

pic 

want a vote and a tim
ely resolution of th

e issue.” 

Islanders engaged with
 th

e issues had origi-

nally hoped to
 see a referendum held as early as 

this m
onth, after th

e committe
e m

ade its
 offi c

ial 

recommendation to
 th

e M
inistry of C

ommunity, 

Sport a
nd Cultu

ral D
evelopment in

 November. 

Minister Peter Fassbender has yet to
 answer th

e 

recommendatio
n eith

er positiv
ely or negatively, 

but confi rmed to locally elected offi c
ials this week 

that no referendum can take place this spring.

Islands Trust tr
ustee George Grams had emailed 

the m
inister fo

r an update and announced th
e 

news at th
e Salt S

pring Local Trust C
ommitte

e 

meetin
g on Thursday. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

FAMILY DAY CREATIVITY: Sharing crafts and painted faces fro
m the Salt Spring Arts 

Council’s Family Day event w
ith the Ta Daa Lady at M

ahon Hall M
onday are, fro

m left, O
rly Grif-

fi n, Stella Lauckner and Anna Roy.

Referendum

deferred by

B.C. election

timing
Extra tim

e welcomed by 

citizen groups  

GISS 

team 

heads to 

Ottawa

Fundraising campaign 

launched after w
inning 

regional fi n
als

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The senior im
prov team at 

Gulf I
slands Secondary School 

will b
e testin

g its
 powers against 

the best in
 th

e natio
n after win-

ning th
e trophy at th

e Vancou-

ver Island regional champion-

ships this weekend.

GISS came out th
e clear win-

ner at the Canadian Improv 

Games semi-fin
als in Victoria 

on Saturday. They repeated their 

success at S
unday’s fi n

al com-

petiti
on with

 an aggregate to
tal 

of 7
98 points, p

lus th
e highest 

scores in th
ree of th

e four com-

ponent categories. 

Team members  Melanie 

Gregory-Worsell, P
eter Hoskins, 

A m e l i a  Mc C l u s k e y,  K a n e 

O’Scalle
igh, Fiona Pirie and 

Shay Steele are now going to 

see how they stack up against 

the rest of Canada, as one of 

only 20 teams to earn a berth to 

the natio
nal championships in

 

Otta
wa in April. 

“GISS has made it to the 

national to
urnament fo

ur tim
es 

in the past, but it’s
 been nine 

years since we’ve hoisted this 

trophy and it 
is a huge accom-

plishment,” said coach Jason 

Donaldson.
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Job Opportunity
PT LIBRARY TECHNICIAN

To apply, see
https://saltspring.
bc.libraries.coop/

The Library is calling a 

Special General Meeting 
of members to elect an accountant 

in accordance with bylaw 11(b):

“An independent accountant, who is a chartered accountant 
or certifi ed general accountant in good standing, shall be 

elected by the Members at each Annual General Meeting to 
serve until the next Annual General Meeting”. 

All members are welcome to attend at 9:30am on Tuesday, 
Oct. 17th, 2017, at the Library Community Program Room. 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTSCOMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTSHELP WANTED

COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS

RECYCLE
THIS

NEWS
PAPER.

GET NOTICED
Published in the first 

Driftwood of each month. 
Send your submissions to 

news@gulfislands
driftwood.com or drop them 
off at the Driftwood office. 
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sports&recreationrecreationrecreation

expert ADVICE 250-537-9933 or 
sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM 

To be a parT of This popular feaTure!

 
Fitness Expert

BRENDA
AKERMAN

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

The power of laughter 
in our life

Laughter is like a internal jogging. The 
heart, pancreas, liver spleen, stomach and 
intestines are all stimulated by laughter!

The effects of laughter are positive, but temporary.
People who enjoy and use humour often are far less to suffer 

fatigue, tension, anger, depression, or confusion when confronted 
with stressful events.

Laughter improves the immune system and increases resistance 
to disease.

Beware of negative humour. Cynicism, sarcasm and ridicule 
have damaging effects on both the giver and the receiver.

Anger and humour cannot coexist. Seeing the humour in a bad 
situation can help. Laughter can free us to humour in your situation, 
you buy time and a more relaxed mind set which to tackle your 
problem

Hostility, irritability, explosiveness,competitiveness, impatience, 
are found to be excellent predictors of coronary heart disease .

Seek out more humour in your life. It will add years to your life 
and life to your years!

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









Is my car ready for winter?

PERFORMANCE - Does my car run 
well enough to get me through all kinds 
of weather conditions? Do my brakes 
work to their full potential? Are my steering and suspension 
keeping me on the straight and narrow? Is the exhaust system 
keeping fumes away from the passenger compartment?
VISION - Are my headlights aligned properly and do all my 
indicators operate? Do window defoggers work? Are mirrors 
in place and unbroken?
TRACTION - Do I have the tires I need to get me through 
the winter?

A checkup to answer these questions should be performed, 
and recommendations made by any qualified technician.

Remember maintenance is cheaper than breakdown repairs.

Drive Safe, Gyle

Financial Advice

Many people ask if they will be able to 
live well throughout their golden years. They are worried about 
their financial security, and for good reason. Researchers have 
found that Canadians are spending more now, and living a decade 
longer than we did 50 years ago. This combination of factors, 
called the “longevity effect,” can lead to a shaky financial future.

To avoid this risk, I recommend doing two things to do right 
away. First, correct any imbalance in your spending and saving by 
creating a budget based on your needs. 

Second, consider all the ways you can get the most value 
from the money you have left over. You have many options 
(visitislandsavings.ca/longevity for the six key factors I 
recommend you consider), and talk to an advisor about ways of 
using your income, assets, and liabilities, and potential support 
programs today in order to establish a solid retirement plan.

Will I outlive my 
finances?

scott howe

scott howe, BA, PFP, cFP, cPcA
Senior Advisor, Financial Planning

Credential Securities, Inc. Island Savings Insurance
250-537-8868    showe@islandsavings.ca

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson

Once a contract to purchase is accepted and 
“subject conditions” are in place, the buyer 
will require inspections that typically include 
a house inspection, checking boundary lines, electrical or pest 
inspection (if necessary) and having the septic field examined with 
a camera. Confirmation that the woodstoves and fireplaces comply 
with today’s requirements for insurance as well as satisfactory 
water test results are often requirements for obtaining financing. 
Many buyers also review the status of building permits and title 
documentation with their lawyer and may need to confirm that 
their intended use of the property complies with zoning bylaws. 
If significant issues arise during the inspection process it may be 
possible negotiate a selling price adjustment or require that the 
problem be corrected in order to facilitate successful completion 
of the sale.

As a Buyer or Seller ask your realtor to guide
you through the inspection process.

House Inspections

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2 0 1 6

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2016 (VREB)
TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2016 based on highest number of 

listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

ChaIrMan’s
Club

REVISE

REVISE

Organization honours long service 
and strong support of sport

Colin Walde, a stalwart of soc-
cer for all ages on Salt Spring, was 
named Footballer of the Week by 
United Football last week.

Born-and-raised on the island, 
Walde started playing soccer at age 
fi ve. He joined a men’s team when 
he was 17 and started to manage the 
team at about age 20. 

“Since that time, Colin has been 
involved in the Salt Spring Challenge 
Cup, has been the Salt Spring organization president 
and coached too many kids’ teams to name,” states a 
write-up about the honour. “With only one kid at home 
now that he is coaching, Colin is thinking he might get 
some time for himself to play again.”

Walde worked to get Salt Spring Alumni back into 
the Vancouver Island Soccer League this year after the 
team decided to take last year off. Currently in Division 
4A, the team has won the fi rst fi ve games of the season. 

“The team is doing well, but as a league, the Vancou-
ver Island Soccer League appreciates the effort Colin 
has put in and fi nds it easy to work with him as the go-
to-guy.”

Walde was nominated for Footballer of the Week 
by VISL, but the choice was agreed to by everyone in 
United Football, which is comprised of the three major 
soccer leagues servicing Vancouver Island, Salt Spring, 
Penelakut and Powell River.

MEN’S SOCCER

Walde named
top footballerPHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

OFF BALANCE: Salt Spring 
United’s Sue-Anne Connolly, 
left, and a Prospect Lake player 
go down in their pursuit of the 
ball at GISS on Sunday. United 
won the game 3-0 on goals by 
Connolly, Tess Tremblay and 
Jody Pringle. The women’s next 
game is in Victoria against the 
Castaways on Sunday.

COLIN 
WALDE


