
250-537-9221#3 - 290 Park Drive Below Dagwoods, behind car wash  Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm

GANGES AUTO MARINE
SERVICE AND REPAIRS FOR ALL DOMESTIC & IMPORT CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Zen Master Wolfgang says:  
“Make it idiot proof and someone will make a better idiot.”

The truly great stand with the people, not above them.
An optimist is the one who gets 

treed by a lion and then enjoys the 
view.

Forget to breathe and attaining enlightenment will be the least of your worries

If you lend someone $20 and never see them again it 
was probably worth it.

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gul� slandsdriftwood

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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TAXI, TOURS

& DELIVERY
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& DELIVERY

SALTSPRINGTAXI.COM250.537.3030Salt Spring  Books

20% off 
Games

I already talked 
to Dan about this 
last week...ad to 
say 

Christmas Sales continue.
Thanks
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MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK: Three of 175 volunteers helping out at the Island Comfort Quilts community quilting bee 
on Sunday are, from left, Emeena Niazi, Ryleh Campsall and Girl Guide Kailan Qammaniq. Forty-fi ve quilts and bags were completed. 

Dramatic fire consumes SUV
Driver recalls lucky escape at Channel Ridge

Referendum
called for 
September 9
Islanders to decide on 
municipal status

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F 

A referendum on whether or not Salt 
Spring Island should become a munici-
pality will take place on Saturday, Sept. 
9.

The Ministry of Community, Sport 
and Cultural Development made the 
announcement in a press release issued 
Monday. 

The news is welcomed by the island’s 
three elected officials.

“I’m pleased that Minister [Peter] 
Fassbender has accepted the recom-
mendation of the Incorporation Study 
Committee and authorized a referen-
dum on incorporation. Island electors 
should rightly be the final arbiters on 
our future form of governance and that 
they will have that ability in September 
is right and proper,” said George Grams, 
one of Salt Spring’s two Islands Trust 
trustees.

While an early fall date for the vote 
was seen as likely last month, rumours 
of a June vote had then circulated in the 
last two weeks. That speculation was 
quashed with Monday’s announcement.

Trustee Peter Grove said bringing the 
governance matter to the community 
to decide was something he undertook 
when he was first elected in 2011, so 
he’s also happy to have the referendum 
announced at last. 

“It is good to have a firm date and, 
while I would have preferred to get on 
with it sooner, the September timing 
gives our community more time to dis-
cuss the options and the ramifications 
of our ultimate decision,” Grove said.

GOVERNANCE 
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Young at Heart
Our annual seniors magazine
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring woman is counting herself 
lucky after she and three dogs got out of her 
vehicle not long before it was destroyed by 
fi re on Friday afternoon.

Diane Clarke was on her way to meet 
a friend for a walk at Channel Ridge just 
before the incident occurred. Being early, 
she drove around for a bit before deciding 
to head to their meeting place at the end of 

Broadwell Road and wait in her Toyota RAV4 
SUV. While sitting there Clarke noticed what 
she thought was steam coming out from 
under the hood. 

“I was just so lucky because I was quite 
a bit early for meeting my friend,” Clarke 
said. “I wouldn’t have seen the car was on 
fi re if I continued to drive — the motion of 
the car would have pushed the smoke away. 
The car would have been very much further 
along in the fi re if I’d kept driving.”

“I was driving a car that was on fi re and I 
didn’t know it.”

Lt. Mitchell Sherrin of Salt Spring Fire-
Rescue said another person looked under 
the hood and realized there was not just 
smoke but fl ames. Clarke fl ed the SUV with 
the three dogs, one of which belonged to 
another friend who is away for a week, and 
waited on a nearby hillside.

CAR FIRE continued on 2 REFERENDUM  continued on  4

HomeGarden
Weekend show guide; feature stories and tips

PAGES 9 - 16 
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes91$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes91$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

NORTH SALT SPRING
WATERWORKS DISTRICT

NOTICE
FLUSHING OF
WATERMAINS

FLUSHING OF WATERMAINS WILL BE
CARRIED OUT IN THE DISTRICT ON

TUESDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS 
AND FRIDAYS - 

MARCH 28 - MAY 5, 2017

Short periods of low pressure and 
discolouration of water can be expected 

between these dates. Consumers are warned 
to be on alert for discoloured water, 

especially before using washing machines, 
dishwashers and other appliances.

Commercial establishments such as 
laundromats, restaurants and beauty salons 
will receive advance warning of flushing in 

their vicinity if a request for such notification 
is received by the District. 

Please contact the NSSWD at 250-537-9902.

In no case can the District accept responsibility 
for any claims arising out of the use of 

discoloured water.

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
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Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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Water main flushing is planned as follows:
• Cedar Lane system – March 16, 2017

• Kanaro Road
• Mansell Road
• Cedar Lane

During the flushing, you may experience low water 
pressure and/or periods of discoloured water at 
your tap.  Although unpleasant, the water remains 
safe.  It is recommended to run your tap until the 
water clears.  For inquiries, please contact the CRD at 
250.883.5602.

Notice of
Annual Water Main Flushing
Salt Spring Island Water Systems: 
Cedar Lane

Capital Regional District

Saturday, August 27, 2011 at 10 a.m.
Galiano Island Activity Centre
1290 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island, BC

Property Owners and Residents of the Sticks Allison 
Water Local  Service Area are Invited and Encouraged 
to Attend.

For information call Tim Tanton at 250.474.9611 or by 
email at ttanton@crd.bc.ca.

Notice of
Annual General Meeting
Sticks Allison Water Local 
Service Committee

I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination 
and  professionalism

website: 
www.dmarchitect.ca

Extreme damage foils investigation

1-250-537-2764
info@saltspring
adventures.com

Sign up 
today!

SPRING BREAK FAMILY 
ADVENTURE DAYS!!

MARCH 24: Island boat tour, with 
stop at Portland Island for hiking and 
lunch . 10:00am - 3:00pm

MARCH 25:  Circumnavigate Salt 
Spring Island!  For a full water view of 
our Island! 10:30am - 2:00pm

MARCH 28:  Marine Safari, explore 
the Islands looking for a vast amount 
of wildlife, maybe even a whale! 
10:30am - 1:30pm

All tours $50.00+ GST per seat
Bring your own snacks and lunch.

“That was scary too,” she said, “Because you don’t ever want some-
body’s dog or somebody’s kid to come to grief in your care.”

By the time fire crews arrived the vehicle was fully involved. One fire 
truck had been in Fulford for a training exercise at the time of the call out, 
Sherrin said.

“It was a big fire. People were concerned about neighbouring vehicles,” 
he said. “It went out pretty quickly but because it was so hot the fire kept 
reigniting.”

Fire crews used two truckloads or 700 gallons of water to fully extin-
guish the blaze. By that point the SUV was completely destroyed, along 
with any evidence of what may have gone wrong inside.

“It was a fairly newish vehicle, fully serviced — it’s very odd,” Sherrin 
said. 

He added that the fire was so powerful it left remnants of melted plastic 
that had to be scraped off the road. He contacted Mainroad Contracting 
because there was also potential damage to the asphalt. 

While the Insurance Corporation of British Columbia will replace the 
value of her car, Clarke lost everything that was inside, which included her 
handbag. Along with a fair amount of cash and a loaded BC Ferries Expe-
rience Card, she lost her keys, reading glasses, blankets and other items.

Clarke is grateful to the many people who helped her at the scene and 
afterward. She did manage to take the dogs for their walk as promised 
before attending to the aftermath.

“Everybody was fine. The dogs were fine. So that’s what really matters,” 
Clarke said.

Island youth parliament convened at GISS

car fire
continued from 1

photo courtesy Diane clarke

Salt Spring firefighters wrap up work at the scene of a car 
fire Friday afternoon on Broadwell Road.

Service projects 
main focus 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gulf Islands Secondary 
School hosted more than 
30 young people represent-
ing communities across the 
region this weekend for the 
25th annual convention of 
the Vancouver Island Youth 
Parliament.

As a member organiza-
tion of the British Colum-
bia Youth Parliament, the 
regional group strives to 
an ideal of “youth serving 
youth.” Their events are 
not set up, as some might 
expect, as a mock parlia-
ment with students rep-
resenting known political 
parties. While participants 
are divided into “house” 
and “opposition,” the main 
goal of their legislative 

debate is to set service requirements 
and projects for the coming year.

“It is a nonpartisan organization. 
We have a diverse membership but 
we all come together to learn and to 
help our community, which I think is 
wonderful,” said Lina Losier, a Grade 
11 student at Gulf Islands Secondary 
School who is serving as Vancouver 
Island premier this year.

Gulf Islands youth are at the fore-
front of this year’s convention, with 
GISS alumni and B.C. Youth Parlia-
ment cabinet members Kyle Dow 
and Sky Losier returning to help out. 
Dow, who is attending UVic with 
an interest in urban planning and 
development, was chair of the 2017 
regional parliament. As such, his job 
was to take care of all the organi-
zational aspects of the weekend’s 
events and ensure they ran accord-
ing to plan.

The school district responded 
by supporting the event location at 
GISS by allowing delegates to stay 
right at the school. A number of 
teachers also agreed to be on site 
throughout the weekend to super-
vise. 

“We hosted the parliament here 
two years ago and we worked really 
well with the administration,” Dow 
said.

“It’s a really good learning oppor-

tunity to be able to lead such a big 
group of people in a small setting,” 
he added, noting the adult view of 
youth often casts them as irrespon-
sible and careless. 

“I think this event speaks against 
that narrative,” Dow said.

Losier was elected to her posi-
tion at the end of last year’s regional 
meeting and has appointed her cab-
inet through a merit-based applica-
tion process. Her academic interest 
after graduating from high school 
lies in science, but she feels there 
is much to gain from early engage-
ment in civil matters. 

“I think it’s important for us 
to have a political understanding 
because we all have a right to vote 
and to engage, and I think it’s impor-
tant for us to exercise that because 
there are many people around the 
world who do not have those rights,” 
she said.

As premier, Losier introduced leg-
islation that will require the regional 
parliamentarians to complete at 
least five service hours over the year, 
and a bill to change the regional 
group’s name from Vancouver Island 
to Islands Youth Parliament.

“It’s the 25th anniversary, and I 
personally think that it’s really 
important that our parliament 
changes with us,” she said. 

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT
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Newsbeat Heads up!
SSI Fire Protection District Board Meeting: 
Monday, MARCH 20 
SSI United Church hall. 7 p.m. 

Stephen - from the Island, for the Island

Authorized by David Goldsmith, 
Financial Agent for the BC 
Liberal Party | 604-605-6001

@SRobertsBC
STEPHEN P

ROBERTS
SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS
info@stephenproberts.ca

Committed to a new emergency department, 
primary care and future hospital improvement.

Stephen - from the Island, for the Island

STEPHEN P

SAANICH NORTH 
info@stephenproberts.ca

Committed to a new emergency department, 
primary care and future hospital improvement.

May 9th vote  X  Roberts, Stephen P

CONSERVATION

CRD director champions Owl Island protection plan  
Donors interested as 
regional board weighs 
involvement

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Capital Regional District is 
being asked to consider joining 
local First Nations and environ-
mental groups in a partnership to 
acquire and protect Owl Island, a 
small but significant property locat-
ed next to Prevost Island.  

Dave Howe, CRD director for the 
southern Gulf Islands, and Victo-
ria councillor Ben Isitt presented 
a notice of motion to the board 
on March 8 recommending that 
staff report back on the advisabil-
ity of joining such a partnership. An 
expenditure from the Regional Parks 
Acquisition Fund could be consid-
ered.

The board took the matter in 
camera and has yet to rise and 
report, but Howe said Friday he 
anticipates bringing the motion 
to the next meeting. Although his 
greater goal is to have the CRD 
look more carefully into protecting 
the entire Gulf Islands region, Owl 
Island has presented a more imme-
diate opportunity for action.

“I’d like to make this part of open-
ing people’s minds around that 
board table and saving the archi-
pelago as much as we can for future 
generations,” Howe said.

Owl Island is a two-acre islet 
that has been owned by Dugal and 
Ausma Smith for close to 40 years. 
It’s mainly been used for boat camp-
ing — by the Smiths and passersby 
unaware the land is private — and 
has seen little development other 
than a dock. The island is remark-
able for its largely intact native eco-
system and several known archeo-
logical sites.

First Nations leaders such as 
Tsawout Chief Harvey Underwood 
have called for the island’s return to 
Coast Salish stewardship since the 
Smiths first listed it for sale last year. 
For their part, the owners are look-
ing for a sale price of $1.88 million 
but would like to preserve the islet’s 

qualities as well.
“I’m very encouraged that there 

would be a conservation-minded 
group that would be interested 
in protecting Owl Island and not 
letting it get developed,” Dugal 
Smith said, adding there appear 
to be many partners willing to get 
involved in some way. 

Peter McAllister is a Salt Spring 
resident who has helped champion 
the case for Owl Island’s protection 
for heritage and ecological values. 
He said the CRD’s notice of motion 
has brought public attention to the 
issue, and offers of donations have 
already started to come in.

“We have the beginnings of sub-
stantial contributions,” McAllister 
said. 

A formal way of collecting dona-
tions and a partnership arrange-
ment has yet to be decided, he 
added.

Whether the CRD is the right body 
to get the action rolling, Smith is not 
sure, but he’s happy the idea is start-
ing to make its way through formal 
channels. The CRD’s board of direc-
tors is also not clear whether this is 
something they should get involved 
with, although the notice of motion 
filed by Howe cites how it would fit 
into the 2015-18 corporate plan. 

Approved priorities include sup-
porting biodiversity and ecosystem 
health by pursuing opportunities 
to protect urban and rural natural 
areas. The plan also states the CRD 
will engage with First Nations in 

activities and services in areas of 
common interest. 

Howe said the CRD has tended to 
overlook the Gulf Islands in general, 
leaving the two island electoral dis-
tricts out of its regional growth strat-
egy and transportation plans, for 
example. As well, large tracts of land 
that its taxpayer dollars have helped 
protect in recent years have largely 
been in the Juan de Fuca district. 

“The CRD hasn’t, in a way, said 
‘Maybe we ought to look east and 
consider the islands east of Swartz 
Bay,’” Howe observed. “If they’d 
look at it and say ‘The archipelago 
is a jewel’ and we have that fund for 
purchasing parkland — but nobody 
has looked at it in a more macro 
approach.”

Smith made an agreement with 
Chief Underwood last fall to take 
Owl Island off the market for six 
months so that conservation efforts 
could get started. That time period 
has recently expired, which is why 
Howe and Isitt brought the notice 

of motion directly to the CRD board 
last Wednesday.

Smith noted that fundraising 
campaigns can sometimes take 
years to unroll, which is why he put 
the island up for sale once the period 
had run out. 

“There is some urgency in the 
sense that it’s back on the market,” 
Smith said. “Again, I’m encouraged 
the CRD has taken some interest 
in it.”

Saanich North and the Islands 
MLA Gary Holman wrote to minis-
ters Steve Thomson and Mary Polak 
about the matter in January. He 
asked them to hold off from issu-
ing any heritage alteration permits 
for Owl Island and to immediately 
engage with the owners and stake-
holders to discuss protection of the 
island.

“Local First Nations are quite pre-
pared to exercise and enforce their 
treaty and constitutional rights, 
there is strong interest among con-
servation groups, and broad pub-

lic support, to protect these sacred 
sites. I urge your ministries to learn 
from our experience with Grace 
Islet and pursue a much more con-
structive course,” Holman wrote. 

A joint reply from Polak and 
Thomson dated Feb. 6 affirmed 
there were no alteration permit 
applications underway and that 
if one were to be submitted, First 
Nations would be consulted.

Smith said he met with a group 
of First Nations officials, includ-
ing Cowichan Tribes’ Chief William 
Seymour, around three weeks ago 
in Duncan to give them an overview 
of his story and the situation. He’s 
sympathetic to their wish to have 
Owl Island’s stewardship return to 
Coast Salish hands.

“I think they’re quite interested 
in seeing it preserved,” Smith said. 
“They consider it part of their her-
itage. Unfortunately, most of the 
First Nations groups don’t have 
much waterfront property or these 
islands that they historically used.”

photo by peter mcallister

The view from Owl Island, a small and relatively untouched property that First Nations and conservation groups 
would like to see protected from development.

“I’d like to make this 
part of opening people’s 
minds around that board 
table and saving the 
archipelago as much as 
we can for future 
generations.” 
DAVE HOWE
Southern Gulf Islands electoral 
area director,CRD
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Carry a Naloxone Kit #stopoverdoseCall 9-1-1

Every day, people are losing their lives to overdoses 
in BC. These deaths are preventable. Many illegal 
drugs, including party drugs, have been found 
to contain deadly fentanyl. And even more toxic 
carfentanil is now being detected in BC. Not using 
drugs is the best defence — using alone is the 
greatest risk.

If you use drugs or know someone who does, help 
is available.

Learn about treatment, and where to find naloxone 
and overdose prevention sites in your area by calling 
8-1-1 or visiting www.gov.bc.ca/overdose.

Your knowledge, compassion and action can save 
a life.

LETHAL DRUGS 
ARE out there
Find out how you can save a life.

Learn more at gov.bc.ca/overdose

Income Tax
CANADIAN & AMERICAN

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT

Fulford Village Office

PH: 250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.

APPROVED

BOOK YOUR
SPACE NOW!
gulfislandstourism.com

An informative, glossy,digest size magazine 
plus website space on our 
gulfislandstourism.com
Contact the Driftwood for more information

250 537 9933

gulfislandstourism.
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Burning permits now available online
Other changes also in place

Islanders can now apply for fi re permits 
from Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue using 
their mobile phones or computers. 

SSIFR has updated its burn-permit pro-
cess to improve user convenience, with 
permits now available through the SSIFR 

website at www.saltspringfi re.com.  
“The purpose of burn permits is to 

ensure that islanders burn garden debris 
and campfi res safely,” said SSIFR Lt. Mitch-
ell Sherrin.

SSIFR adopted a new burning bylaw 
(#125) in 2016 with a few changes, includ-
ing the need to have permits year-round. 

As well, only property owners or their 
agents can obtain fi re permits and are ulti-
mately responsible for any fi res on their 
property. 

For more information about open 
burning, visit the SSIFR website, drop by 
the fi re hall in Ganges or phone 250-537-
2531.

McIntyre: Voters’ choice now

Fassbender’s decision to hold a referendum 
was in step with the November 2016 recom-
mendation of the Salt Spring Island Incorpora-
tion Study Committee, following the release of 
its fi nal report. 

According to the press release, the report 
identified “a lack of co-ordination between 
the agencies providing services to Salt Spring 
Island and a large number of local services 
administered from the Victoria area.

“The report also identifi ed a fi scally complex 
governance system with heavy demands on a 
small number of locally elected offi cials.”

The nine-member incorporation study 
committee chaired by Mark Aston began its 
work in mid-2015 and received funding sup-
port of $255,000 from the province. The com-
mittee had its fi nal meeting in November 2016, 
where a majority of the members felt the public 
now had enough information about the impli-
cations of incorporation and should be permit-
ted to make the decision themselves through a 
referendum. 

CRD director Wayne McIntyre said although 
it may have been a “bumpy road” at times 
between when the local offi cials were elected in 
2011 and this point, the choice is now rightfully 
in the hands of local voters.

“As a further step, trustees Grams and Grove 
and myself will be moving ahead with planning 
community debates and will be communi-
cating details as soon as they are available,” 
McIntyre said.

“I would like once again to thank our hard-
working and dedicated Incorporation Study 
Committee which has provided us with the 
information we need,” Grove said. “So now let 

us move forward over the next five months, 
working together respectfully and supportively, 
in order to ensure a positive outcome, whatever 
our decision. I urge everyone to get involved 
and participate.” 

The province has offered nearly $20 million 
in transition funding for the new municipal-
ity if the vote is to incorporate. Fassbender 
has also committed up to $125,000 for the 
Islands Trust’s transition, comprising $50,000 
for completion of a full adaptation strategy, 
$60,000 to help support the cost of a dedicated 
transition manager and $15,000 to help offset 
any unanticipated costs in the devolution of 
the Salt Spring Local Trust Committee.

In a letter to Islands Trust chair Peter Luck-
ham, Fassbender noted in the event of a “yes” 
vote, the Sept. 9 referendum date would mean 
the incorporation process would not get started 
until 2018. The date removes the possibility of 
an inaugural council serving for one year, 
as the incorporation study’s final report 
suggested could happen if the referen-
dum were to take place in February 2017. 

The first election of a mayor and coun-
cil members would therefore be timed 
with regular local government elections 
on Oct. 20, 2018. An interim adminis-
trator would be appointed by the Min-
istry of Community, Sport and Cultural 
Development to manage the implemen-
tation period.

All permanent Salt Spring Island resi-
dents who are Canadian citizens and of 
legal voting age are eligible to vote in the 
referendum, as well as B.C. residents of 
Canadian citizenship and legal voting 
age who own property on Salt Spring. In 
order for the incorporation vote to pass, 
more than 50 per cent of voters casting 
ballots must vote yes. 

REFERENDUM  
continued from 1
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DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician  

for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Advanced Hearing Aids 
        $5000

ENTER TO
WIN!

Contest rules 
on website

value

Hearing professionals define hearing loss from mild to severe. If you 
have a moderate hearing loss (41-70 dB), sounds such as conversational 
speech could be some of the sounds of life you missed today. At 
NexGen Hearing, our goal is to improve your quality of life through 
better hearing health!

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

OAK BAY  250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

Call for details.

 nexgenhearing.com

Kate Stuart
RHIP

Selene Finlayson 
RHIP/Owner

The Art of Listening.
The Sounds of Life. What did you miss today?

for march

Are you taking the challenge? Track your hours and let us know!  
Then come and CELEBRATE with us on Canada Day as we 
acknowledge our “150” achievers on stage at the Antique & Classic 
Motor Club’s Show and Shine. 

Visit our website for more information.
Thanks to our partners: The Driftwood, Country Grocer, SS Antique & Classic Motor Club

For more information call us at 250-931-0039 or email to 
Janine Fernandes-Hayden at admin@vcrsaltpring.org

www.vcrsaltspring.org

Do you have SPORTS news to share 
with Driftwood readers? 

Send your reports and story tips to 

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com! 

GOVERNANCE 

NSSWD tax challenged on two fronts
Brinkworthy responds to 
court of revision denial

By GAIL SJUBERG
D r i f t w o o d  E d i t o r 

The owner of Brinkworthy Properties 
Ltd. is taking his appeal of a new North 
Salt Spring Waterworks District parcel 
tax to a higher level.

Raymond Heung, president of VANAC 
Development Corp., said the North 
Salt Spring Waterworks District denied 
his company’s court of revision appeal 
of the tax last month, so he has now 
appealed to the provincial government’s 
Office of the Inspector of Municipalities.

“Even though it has no financial 
impact on me, I don’t believe it is right,” 
Heung said of the major tax increase.

Bylaws 278 and 279, passed by the 
NSSWD board last October, create new 
parcel classifications and put Brinkwor-
thy Estates manufactured home park 
into a Commercial Residential 3 cat-
egory instead of Class D for residential or 
farm properties over 10 acres in size. The 
result is a parcel tax jump from $595 in 
2016 to almost $90,000 in 2020, phased 
in at a 20 per cent increase each year.  

Marshall Heinekey, chair of NSSWD, 
sat on the court of revision for the first 
time. 

Heinekey stands by the NSSWD’s 
change of parcel tax classifications and 
fees as outlined in the two bylaws.

“We followed the book and had this all 
vetted through the [provincial govern-

ment] ministry,” he said. “Our bosses 
said we didn’t make a mistake.” 

But Brinkworthy Properties Ltd.’s 
court of revision presentation stresses 
that provincial legislation describes par-
cel taxes as being based on “a parcel, 
group of parcels, area or value of land or 
improvements or personal property, or 
any combination of them.”

“The concept of ‘use’ has not been 
identified as a basis of assessment under 
the act,” the submission states.

Hotels, resorts, B&Bs, commercial 
buildings, marinas and senior care 
homes in the NSSWD are also being 
charged differently under the new 
bylaws, based on the number of “units” 
they have. But the number of Brink-
worthy residences — 137 — makes the 
financial impact most acute. It is also the 
only property in the new Commercial 
Residential 3 class. 

“A fundamental principle of taxation 
is one of ‘fairness’ and ‘equity,’” states 
Brinkworthy’s court of revision submis-
sion. “Creating a separate class of prop-
erty for tax purposes that is limited to 

one property, and in particular to a class 
that will attract by far the largest increase 
in taxes, raises some serious concerns 
about fairness.”

Heung points out that the NSSWD 
already gets revenue from actual water 
used by Brinkworthy residents and all 
of the commercial ventures affected by 
the new bylaws, so to use consumption 
as a rationale for boosting the parcel tax 
doesn’t make sense.

On the matter of consumption, Heung 
said it took considerable effort to get 
data from the NSSWD about how much 
water Brinkworthy residents consumed 
when compared to single family dwell-
ings in the district. Then, when it arrived, 
it was apparent the SFD water consump-
tion had been calculated as a median 
and the Brinkworthy consumption as an 
average, significantly inflating the Brink-
worthy numbers. 

When consumption data is accurately 
compared, it shows Brinkworthy resi-
dences use 43 per cent less water than 
single family dwellings on the island. 

Heung feels the water district has 
shown a lack of transparency and a lack 
of cooperation in trying to address con-
cerns. The NSSWD had agreed to a town 
hall meeting with Brinkworthy residents 
to explain the change in December but 
then cancelled it and refused to set a new 
date. 

Brinkworthy Properties Ltd. is also 
challenging the NSSWD bylaws in the 
Supreme Court of B.C. A hearing has 
been set for April 12 in Victoria. 

TRAILS

Regional trails plan seeks island links
Roadside option 
preferred

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D RIFTWOO       D  S T A FF

Salt Springers got their first look 
at how their part in a regional trail 
system could look during an open 
house hosted by the Capital Region-
al District on Thursday.

Carolyn Stewart and Todd Shan-
non from CRD’s Parks and Environ-
mental Services department were 
on hand to share storyboards and 
answer questions about a long-term 
plan to link Salt Spring and the five 
other southern Gulf Islands with a 
series of trails. Potential options for 
routes were laid out for each island, 
with a survey form to gather opin-
ion at the end.

The proposal for Salt Spring is to 
work on the long-established goal 
of linking the Vesuvius and Fulford 
ferry terminals.

“I’m glad to see Salt Spring is now 
part of the regional plan because 
at one point it wasn’t,” said Kees 
Ruurs, the former CRD manager 
for Salt Spring, after taking a look 
at the material. “It would be  great 
if they could connect Fulford and 
Vesuvius with a direct pathway. It 
will be expensive, and a challenge, 
but it will be worth it.”

In general, each regional trail 
route will provide a spine or loop 
that other trails can connect with 
to create a broader network. The 
goal is that each island’s part of the 

regional trail will connect its ferry 
terminal to at least one key destina-
tion.

Where possible and feasible, 
preference will be given to locat-
ing the regional trail along Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture road rights-of-way to avoid the 
challenges of acquiring property 
and doing major construction. In 
some cases, on-road sections may 
be required if the right-of-way is too 
narrow or other geographic features 
make off-road construction impos-
sible, the CRD info package states. 

Several members of Salt Spring’s 
Trails Advisory Committee, which 
makes recommendations to the 
Parks and Recreation Commission, 
were present at the open house. 
While some would prefer to see an 
off-road trail that goes through the 
back country, they embraced hav-
ing movement on trail development 
in general.

“We’re enthusiastic — it’s what 
we’re all about. And we’re getting 
quite a bit of support from the CRD 
on the regional level,” said commit-
tee member Philip Grange. 

The plan to create a multi-use trail 
between Vesuvius and Fulford has 
been previously endorsed by Island 
Pathways and its Bicycle Working 
Group as a Salish Sea loop in the Gal-
loping Goose/Lochside regional trail 
network on Vancouver Island. More 
recently, proponents have suggested 
adding Salt Spring to the Trans-Can-
ada Trail, which was rebranded as 
The Great Trail in 2016. 

Under the CRD’s regional trail 

scheme, the route would be com-
pleted in three sections: Fulford to 
Burgoyne Bay, Burgoyne to Ganges, 
and Ganges to Vesuvius (not listed in 
order of priority or direction). 

CRD director Wayne McIntyre 
said the regional trail could receive 
quite a boost if the island votes to 
incorporate, since part of the transi-
tion funding package offered by the 
province is the complete resurfacing 
of Fulford-Ganges Road, including a 
1.2-metre shoulder.

The section between Vesuvius and 
Ganges is the part the CRD is seeking 
input on, with three potential rout-
ing options. At Central, the trail could 
either continue to town along Upper 
Ganges Road or Lower Ganges Road. 
If the second, further options are to 
continue on Lower Ganges Road or 
divert along existing trails on Atkins 
and Rainbow roads. 

Participants are also being asked 
about which criteria they think the 
CRD should use to prioritize trail 
development, since it won’t be possi-
ble to start projects on all the islands 
at once. 

Financing plans will be developed 
once route preferences and feasi-
bility are assessed. The CRD puts 
$200,000 each year into trail acquisi-
tion and development, but grants 
and other funding means will also 
be required.

Those who missed Thursday’s ses-
sion can see the storyboard maps 
and provide feedback online at 
https://www.crd.bc.ca/project/gulf-
islands-regional-trails-plan until 
March 31. 

“A fundamental principle 
of taxation is one of 
‘fairness’ and ‘equity.’” 
BRINKWORTHY COURT OF 
REVISION SUBMISSION
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Equality
complex
I

t’s sometimes hard for Gulf 
Islanders to feel they are 
part of a bigger picture. 

Time and time again, the Capital Regional 
District has left Salt Spring and the Southern Gulf 
Islands off its planning map, and our electoral area 
directors have had to fi ght to be included. When they’ve 
succeeded — and to the credit of current directors 
Wayne McIntyre and Dave Howe, their dogged per-
sistence usually wins out in the end — our needs are 
captured in a separate package. It’s as if the archipela-
go’s geography has manifested as a CRD addendum, an 
actual trail of dots fading out eastward the further away 
one gets from the board table in Victoria.

Past examples of the phenomenon had Salt Spring 
create its own Pedestrian and Cycling Masterplan after 
being left out of the CRD’s 2011 planning document. 
The plan identifi ed “a series of infrastructure invest-
ments and supportive programming to aid in achieving 
a regional mode share of 15 per cent each for pedestri-

ans and cyclists” by 2038 
— but only for Vancouver 
Island-based communities.

More recently the CRD 
has started public engage-
ment on a Gulf Islands 
Regional Trail Plan, but only 
after McIntyre and Howe 
protested their districts’ 

exclusion from the Regional Trails Management Plan.
Likewise, the 2016 CRD Regional Growth Strategy 

contains goals to ensure residents “enjoy a healthy and 
rewarding quality of life” with a vital economy, livable 
communities and careful stewardship of the environ-
ment and natural resources. All worthy objectives, but 
not, somehow, applicable to the areas under Islands 
Trust jurisdiction. This leaves the Gulf Islands commu-
nities short, since tools such as acquiring green space, 
building regional trails and planning affordable housing 
developments are not ones that local Trust committees 
can wield.

Howe’s motion to have the CRD investigate a pos-
sible partnership role to protect Owl Island, a privately 
owned “ecological jewel” in his district, has double 
signifi cance. By his calculations, protecting sensitive 
ecosystems and working with First Nations fi ts perfectly 
into the CRD’s corporate plan. But he’s partly motivated 
by the hope the request will cause municipal directors 
to look up from the board table and cast their gaze out 
across the water, to fi nally see how the islands are part 
of the regional landscape.

Island taxpayers contribute to the regional bud-
get. It’s time we were recognized as full-fl edged 
members of the district. 

Pesticide concerns should be raised
Given your readership’s interest in food security as well as 

protecting bees and other important elements of biodiversity, I 
wanted to bring to your readers’ attention an important oppor-
tunity to provide their opinion to Canada’s Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency.

Late last fall, after an environmental assessment found dan-
gerous levels of imidacloprid contaminating the environment, 
PMRA proposed to phase out the main uses of this pesticide in 
three to fi ve years. They announced a formal con-
sultation period as required under their rules so that 
the public and all concerned could comment on the 
ban.

At the urging of the pesticide industry, the Stand-
ing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food asked 
for an extension so it could submit a report. It then 
hosted two days of hearings inviting only pro-pesti-
cide representatives to testify. Only after a cancella-
tion occurred were environmental groups allowed 
one 10-minute slot to address the committee.

At a time when the current federal government 
says it is committed to open, transparent and demo-
cratic procedures, this hijacking of the PMRA con-
sultation process is a cause for grave concern. And it underlines 
the importance of citizen participation in formal consultations 
— any and all opinions from a fast-click agreement to a hand-
written letter of concern — is an important exercise in democracy 
and should be valued as such.

Canada’s PMRA re-evaluated imidacloprid last year and con-
cluded its current use is “not sustainable” on the basis of risks 

to aquatic ecosystems. The environmental assessment found 
imidacloprid present in Canadian lakes and rivers at levels that 
are harmful to aquatic insects essential to the health of aquatic 
ecosystems. This assessment did not consider risks to pollina-
tors, which the PMRA has been evaluating through a separate 
process with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency since 
2012.

While we are still expecting to hear results on how imidacloprid 
impacts managed and wild bees, we think it is 
critical that PMRA puts a stop to imidacloprid 
entering the environment. There is no scien-
tifi c justifi cation for allowing this pesticide to 
be sold unrestricted for another three to fi ve 
years.

The European Union has a partial ban on 
three neonics, including imidacloprid, and 
France recently passed a law banning neonics 
altogether as of September 2018.

The PMRA will consult on the proposed 
phase-out of imidacloprid until March 23, 
2017, and will issue a fi nal decision later this 
year. 

We hope many Canadians concerned about food security 
and a safe environment will go to the Friends of the Earth web-
site and customize a letter to the PMRA calling for an immedi-
ate ban on the use of imidacloprid. One also can email directly 
to PMRA.publications@hc-sc-gc.ca.

The writer is CEO of Friends of the Earth Canada.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Beatrice Olivastri

There is no scienti� c 
justi� cation for 
allowing this 
pesticide to be sold 
unrestricted  for 
another three to � ve 
years.
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Riley Byers
I like the off-road idea — if 
you could go up and over the 
hill and far away I think that 
would be wonderful.

Jason Grindler
I think it should be the most 
accessible route for every-
one and it should have safe 
boundaries from the road. 

Kit Lewis
It should connect with the 
TransCanada Trail. 

Susan Rolph
It should take the least busy 
road [in town] and go along 
Vesuvius Bay Road.

Baaron Campbell
Having a separation from the 
road is definitely important. 
We came from the city and 
we simply won’t bike here 
because it’s too dangerous.

Salt Spring 
Says
We asked: How 
would a trail 
between Ganges 
and Vesuvius be 
best routed?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By David J. Rapport
Su s a n  Ha n n o n’s  c a u t i o n a r y  t a l e 

(March 8 “Don’t follow Kauai’s example” 
letter) provides a stark picture of the 
downsides of thoughtless development 
— development that destroys the qual-
ity of life for visitors and residents alike. 

If  done with great social and eco-
logical sensitivity, the quest to develop 
the local economy can bring about a 
better future for our island — provid-
ing good jobs for the plethora of tal-
ented and hard-working people we have 
here and have a hard time keeping here, 
owing to inadequate housing and lack 
of good jobs. But if development is done 
thoughtlessly, we can end up shooting 
ourselves in the foot. 

That’s what evidently happened in 
Kauai. Just a few decades ago it was 
one of the most attractive places on the 
planet, and it is now overrun by devel-
opment. And unless we are conscious of 
the negative outcomes that thoughtless 
development produces, it may well be 
that a similar prospect is in the offing 
for our island.  

While the view over our 
harbours seems to be as idyl-
lic as ever, looking a little 
more closely one sees some 
disturbing signs: thick clumps of waste-
fuelled algal blooms in Ganges Harbour; 
gashes in the hillsides from loss of forest 
cover — the footprint of logging or of 
development of ridge-top homes; “stair-
cases to the sea” all along our coastline, 
with little or no attention given to the 
degradation of the landscape, measured 
in terms of soil erosion; oyster beds 
closed to harvesting owing to persistent 
contamination; and it goes on. 

Looking towards our lakes, they too 
gleam on a sunny day, but they also 
brim with excess algae, sometimes even 
toxic — the telltale sign of inflows of 
sewage and sediments. Soil erosion, lost 
forest cover, and other consequences of 
development are undoubtedly factors in 
the ongoing and seemingly now unstop-
pable deterioration of the health of St. 
Mary Lake — despite the endless stud-
ies and half-hearted attempts to remedy 
the situation.

The fundamental prob-
lem is not with develop-
ment per se, but with our 
insensitivity to its conse-

quences on our island’s limited capacity 
to be self-sustaining, on the landscapes 
we cherish,  and to the community 
building that we desire. 

Even under the Islands Trust, success 
in pursuing the “preserve and protect” 
mission has been all too limited over the 
past four decades. Why? The failure is 
not owing to defects in the mandate. It 
is owing to lack of authority and will and 
community buy-in to carry it out. 

Will we fare any better under an alter-
native form of governance? That is dif-
ficult to say, but if experience elsewhere 
is any guide, the answer is likely no. 
There is no indication that a munici-
pality will be any more successful in 
preserving and protecting our priceless 
heritage in nature and culture, which is 
in danger of moving ever closer to the 
tipping point. 

What is needed is not necessarily a 
change of governance, but a change in 

attitude. 
Winston Churchill once reportedly 

remarked: “Attitude is a small thing that 
can make a big difference.” I fervently 
believe that a change in attitude is our 
only hope for a viable future — not only 
for our island, but for the whole world 
beyond our shores. 

We need serious reflection on the fun-
damental questions of what we truly 
value in life and how we can achieve 
it. Economic development can become 
a vehicle to reach our goals, but only 
once those goals, and the social values 
that guide them, are fully articulated in 
a way that makes us more whole: as a 
community of shared values and aspi-
rations, with a deep sensitivity to the 
critical importance of sustaining the life 
that sustains us.

The writer is a Salt Spring resident, 
and a former science advisor to Statis-
tics Canada, where he spearheaded the 
development of a statistical system for 
assessing the impact of human activities 
on the state of the environment. 

Attitude change needed to preserve heritage

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “I was driving a car that was on fire 
and I didn’t know it.”

DIANE CLARKE, Salt Spring resident

Animals are 
the victims

The coverage provided 
by the Driftwood in regard 
to our resident big cat/
cats is appreciated, par-
ticularly your attempt to 
take an educational, unbi-
ased position. 

However, using words 
like “ghost” and “serial 
killer” in reference to the 
mountain lion is  com-
pletely inappropriate in 
our day and age. A moun-
tain lion is neither a ghost 
nor serial killer and these 
terms should not even be 
printed by a publication 
that wishes to be taken 
seriously, even if the per-
s o n  i n t e r v i e w e d  u s e d 
these colourful descrip-
tions. It is poor taste to 
incorporate these state-
ments to sensationalize 
something that is natu-
ral and a critical topic 
in a time when human-

ity  s tr uggles  with  not 
destroying our planet and 
the ecosystem on which 
we depend for our own 
survival.

If  this cat/these cats 
need to be euthanized, 
it should be considered 
a loss to our progressive-
t h i n k i n g  c o m m u n i t y, 
and a very sad day for a 
b e a u t i f u l  a n i m a l  t h a t 
merely wishes to survive 
in an environment that 
has been its native home 
for tens of thousands of 
years. The cats are victim-
ized by us, not the other 
way around.
Natascha Wille,
S a l t  S p r i n g

Reasons to 
vote Green

We have a good chance 
of electing Adam Olsen, 
Green party candidate, 
in the provincial  elec-
tion coming up on May 9. 
Below are some of my rea-

sons for supporting Adam.
B.C. needs MLAs who 

will work to bring an end 
to the sellout politics and 
corruption of recent B.C. 
governments.

Examples include the 
refusal to bring an end 
t o  “t h e  w i l d  w e s t”  o f 
political fundraising in 
B.C., the use of deferral 
accounts (over 100 per 
cent of BC Hydro’s equity, 
compared to 11 per cent 
in the case of Manitoba 
Hydro) to download debt 
to  future governments 
and ratepayers and how 
the government has used 
slanted studies and hid-
den information to sup-
port its agenda.

It seems lobbyists are 
speaking out, some even 
feeling like they are being 
subject to a kind of extor-
tion,  because of  B.C.’s 
“pay to play” polit ical 
system. Hats off to former 
Premier Gordon Camp-
bell’s chief of staff, Mar-

tyn Brown, who recent-
ly wrote about how he 
“learned a thing or two 
about how governments 
abuse ‘facts’ and statistics 
as ‘evidence’ to portray 
distorted ‘truth’ for parti-
san advantage.”

Across B.C., many peo-
ple will  assume that if 
they want change, they 
have only one option — 
the NDP. However,  the 
Green party has attracted 
stel lar  candidates  and 
we need more Greens to 
br ing ethics  back into 
politics in our province 
and to hold other parties 
to account. 

It’s the only party that 
decided not  to  accept 
any corporate or union 
donations. Green MLAs 
wil l  also work towards 
t h e  s h i f t  f ro m  l a rg e l y 
c o r p o r a t e - c o n t r o l l e d 
fossil-fuel-based energy 
systems to more locally 
control led  low-carbon 
economies.

Thankfully many Brit-
ish Colombians are step-
ping up to donate and 
volunteer. Here’s hoping 
that as we do so, we also 
remember how easy it is 
to become overly parti-
san, and that we remem-
ber to  be thankful  for 
all the good work that is 
done by people engaging 
in democracy, regardless 
of who is doing it.
Jan Slakov,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Bravo to 
cleanup crew

I  w a s  s o  p l e a s e d  t o 
read in your March 1 edi-
tion about local kayak-
ers engaged in a coastal 
cleanup.

I  f re q u e n t l y  w a l k  a 
stretch of the west side 
b e a c h ,  s o u t h  o f  C h u 
An Drive,  down to the 
mouth of Booth Canal, 
and I  regularly carry a 
bag that gradually fi l ls 

with all sorts of plastic, 
styrofoam, cans, bottles, 
lighters and all manner of 
other human waste by the 
time I return to Quarry 
Drive.

It’s  not  much,  but i f 
each of us thinks glob-
ally and acts locally, we 
can make a  dif ference 
and help others enjoy our 
lovely beaches.

T h e re  a re  q u i t e  f re -
quently large pieces of 
foam and other  i tems 
that need to be removed 
before they grind on the 
rocks and leave ever more 
tiny foam pieces on the 
shoreline.  It’s  a never-
ending struggle.

T h a n k s  f o r  r a i s -
i n g  a w a re n e s s  o f  t h i s 
topic,  and bravo to the 
crew with  the  kayaks, 
going to places walkers 
cannot readily reach.
Steven S. Barer,
Q u a r r y  D r i v e 

MORE LETTERS  continued on  8
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#1 AD

ROTATE 
DONE FOR 
mar 15

here’s 
my card

• Wills, Estates, Power of Attorney/Representation Agreements
• Trusts  • Residential Real Estate
• Matrimonial agreements
• Elder Law  • Guardianship  • Corporate/Commercial  

ANNA J.  PUGH
B A R R I S T E R  &  S O L I C I TO R

A N N A J .  P U G H  L AW  C O R P O R AT I O N
1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC  

ph: 250.537.5505    cell: 250.539.0012    email: anna@ssilaw.ca

P E R S O N A L  L AW  C O R P

  your Home...
your Mortgage...

our Passion...

Carol Malloch, AMP
carol@mortgagedepot.ca

Arlene Modderman, AMP
arlene@mortgagedepot.ca

250 537 4090  204-149 Fulford-Ganges Road (by appt. only)

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

B
lue V

elvet U
pholstering

 #6-315 U
pper G

anges R
oad

Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook

For appointments call 
1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy 
Denturist

Salt Spring o�  ce located at 
Gulf Clinic

241 Lower Ganges Road

• New Dentures
•  Reline & Repairs
•  Home & Care 
 Facility Visits

ROTATE IRWIN 3 ADS

“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Got dents? We’ll straighten you out!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

yes, rotated for mar 15

By DONALD MCLENNAN
We would like to introduce the Salt 

Spring Island community to a group 
of islanders that has evolved over the 
past while and has reached the point 
where it has adopted a name. “The 
Many Islanders Opposed to Incor-
poration”  is what we have come up 
with. It is the simplest description of 
who we are.

We are people who believe that 
an urban-style municipality is not 
the best governance model for our 
island and we want to put our energy 
into providing facts, figures and dis-
cussion to help us all to make an 
informed decision now that a refer-
endum has been called. 

 We also believe that Salt Spring-
ers have built a vibrant, engaged, 
resilient community under the cur-
rent model of governance and have 

accomplished so much in the way of 
community facilities and programs. 
As well as opposing incorporation, we 
want to work as a community to make 
the system we have work even better.

In our view, there are aspects of 
the impact of incorporation on Salt 
Spring that require further elabo-
ration and interpretation. In due 
course, we intend to express our 
views on key issues with the goal of 
providing more complete informa-
tion to inform the vote in the Sep-
tember  referendum. 

The Many Islanders is a coalition 
of like-minded folks and we encour-
age you to join us. 

It is not our desire to do battle 
with those who are steadfast in their 
decision to promote incorporation. 
We hope to be persuasive and infor-
mative in engaging those island-

ers who have not yet made up their 
minds.

We were quoted in the Driftwood 
recently regarding the postpone-
ment of the decision as to whether 
and when a referendum would be 
called, but our e-mail address was 
not included, so we are including 
it here. We hope that islanders who 
wish more information or who wish 
to participate with us will contact 
us at  themanyislanders@gmail.com. 
Your email will be directed to the 
appropriate committee for response, 
if required. 

For now, I will be the initial contact 
for the group. The Many Islanders 
look forward to hearing from you.

The writer is a member of the Many 
Islanders Opposed to Incorporation 
group. 

Many Islanders group outlines stance 

Donation 
reform needed

As if Christy Clark’s B.C. 
Liberal Party’s negative 
political attack ads were 
not bad enough; current-
ly, what makes them even 
more unjust and irritating 
is knowing that these ads, 
which will probably air non-
stop until May 9 are (in B.C.) 
paid for by corporations, 
foreign interests and coun-
tries that may not even be 
democracies. 

Allowing foreign inter-
est groups and the oil and 
gas lobby to interfere in our 
political and electoral pro-
cess is the greatest affront to 
our democratic basic right 
to have an equal say in all 
the important decisions that 
are made in this province.

To restore fairness, bal-
ance and a conviction that 
each voice matters, British 
Columbia must ban all out- 
of-province, corporate and 
union donations. 
CHRISTIAN TATONETTI, 
S a l t  S p r i n g

Cookers shifted
We  w r i t e  t o  l e t  t h e 

supporting folks on Salt 
Spring and other south-
ern Gulf Islands know that 
on International Women’s 
Day 2017, the Salt Spring 
Raging Grannies handed 
over the management of 
our Lesotho Solar Cooker 
Project to a man.  

This  year  our project 
in Africa will  supply 40 
sunstoves to grandmoth-
ers who are raising their 
AIDS-orphaned grandchil-
dren in the Butha Buthe 
district of this land-locked 
kingdom.  

For the past 11 years the 
project has been managed 
by a woman from Ottawa, 
who this year is unable to 
go because of illness. Thus 
it is being delegated to a 
local man who from the 
beginning has been her 
on-location assistant, and 
he in turn will be helped 
by others in the vil lage 
who are very appreciative 
of this project. 

Many thanks for your 
support!
JILL WILMOTT, 
f o r  S S  R a g i n g  G r a n n i e s

Thanks in 
order after 
parking lot fall 

A f t e r  re a d i n g  Ma g g i e 
Warbey’s “Caring commu-
nity” letter in last week’s 
issue of  the Driftwood, 
about her fall at Country 
Grocer, I thought I would 
recount my latest expe-
r i e n c e  o f  a  f a l l  o n  t h e 
island. This happened in 
the parking lot of Mahon 
Hall on Feb. 25 on my way 
in to see the show there. 

I was walking from my 
car in the lower parking 
lot to the hall and decided 
to cut through the cars on 
the top lot instead of stay-
ing on the road. It was a 
bad decision, as I tripped 
over one of the concrete 
b a r r i e r s  b e t w e e n  t h e 
cars. No one saw me, so 
I pitched myself up and 
walked to the entrance 
door of the hall. 

Luckily my neighbours 
were waiting to go in and 
as I had badly grazed my 
face in the fall, the Pen-
hales immediately  took 
charge. They got me into 

the hall  and,  lucky me, 
there was a paramedic in 
the audience. 

Jason took me to a chair 
at  the back of  the hall , 
and with the help of the 
first-aid kit in the build-
ing, and with many con-
cerned friends standing 
by,  h e  c l e a n e d  m e  u p, 
put a Band-aid on my left 
cheek,  checked me out, 
both physically and men-
tally, and I was able to sit 
and enjoy  an excel lent 
show. I can’t thank Jason 
enough. 

A neighbour also helped 
me to get home safely. 

What surprised me was 
the number of people who 
p h o n e d  m e  a f t e r w a rd s 
to enquire how I  was.  I 
was surprised how many 
people were concerned. 
Thank you so much. 

M y  f a c e  i s  a l m o s t 
cleaned up and the minor 
bruise on my leg almost 
non-existent. I was lucky. 

The accident was entire-
ly my fault, but it might 
help to have more light in 
the parking lot during the 
winter months at night. 
NANCY HOLCROFT,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

MORE LETTERS
continued from 7

Rants 
Does anyone else feel the ferry cor-

poration is sneaking money out of 
our pockets? I recently travelled to 
Vancouver island for medical reasons 
— with a designated driver — and dis-
covered an extra $23.30 is charged to 
our health-care system’s budget. The 
two of us (one senior, one adult) trav-
elling on a weekday with our Experi-
ence Card usually fork over $36.90 for 
the return voyage. Even with show-
ing our one senior’s card (which we 
were told was unnecessary under the 
circumstances) the amount dinged 
the health care system was $60.20! 
Perhaps $23.30 isn’t much money to 
rant about. But for all the patients 
who can’t get medical care here on 

Salt Spring, I bet it adds up to quite a 
“ding” on our tax monies. Ann Heeley-
Ray 

Roses
Huge baskets of lovely spring flow-

ers to all the many strangers and 
friends who came to my assistance on 
Friday afternoon when my car went 
up in smoke up in Channel Ridge.  
Also to the firemen and Const. Hastie 
of the RCMP, and the caring staff at 
Island Savings. Your many kindness-
es and help were much needed and 
appreciated. Diane Clarke

Many, many shopping carts of 
thank-yous to the community for 
supporting the food bank drive held 

Rants and Roses Saturday at Country Grocer. Over 1,800 
pounds of groceries and approximately 
$1,000 were donated that day. Thank 
you to the many volunteers from the 
Boys Scouts, Salt Spring Garden Club, 
Salt Spring Poultry Club, the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt 
Spring Search and Rescue, and Country 
Grocer for hosting the event. See you 
this fall and again, thanks to all from the 
organizing committee. Per Svendsen 

Huge bouquets of multi-coloured 
roses  to  the 175 volunteers  who 
signed up to help at the quilting bee 
on Sunday: 45 finished quilts and  
45 bags were completed for Island 
Comfort Quilts. You are part of a great 
community team that makes a differ-
ence to the recipients of the quilts. If 
you know of any Salt Springer deal-
ing with a life-threatening illness or 
injury, remember to make a request 
for  a quilt. Thank you. Island Comfort 
Quilts
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free estimates 250-478-3364 #121-937 Dunford Avenue, Victoria, BC 
www.robtournourmasonry.com

• BRICK • CONCRETE BLOCK  • GLASS BLOCK 
• NATURAL & MAN MADE STONE  
• HERITAGE RESTORATION • CHIMNEY RESTORATION Like us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter

Local family owned and 
operated since 1997ROB TOURNOUR

MASONRY LTD.
Victoria, BC

LAURIE’S
Garbage, 

Recycling, Organics

250-653-9279

COMMERCIAL • CONSTRUCTION • RESIDENTIAL • STORAGE

Pick Up & Drop Off / Clean Ups
Containers / Scrap Metal Recycling

An Island Family since 1861 working with the community.

Drop Off: 
Monday to Saturday 

Winter: 8am-4pm  /  Summer: 8am-5pm
Next to Country Grocer

HomeGarden
Inspiration for your spring 
home improvement projects!

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

CREATIVE STRUCTURES 

Summer dining enhanced by cute outdoor pavilion 
Little blue shed fun to make 
and eat in

BY PAT BURKETTE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

You know you’ve got something interesting in your yard 
when cars stop and people get out to ask if they can take a 
closer look. 

That’s happened a few times to Shelley Armstrong-Plaunt 
and her husband Myles Plaunt, thanks to their charming 
home-built dining pavilion. That’s what they call the little 
blue shed in their garden, which has become a favourite 
place to enjoy summer dining.

“It started with windows,” said Shelley. 
With the idea of building a greenhouse, she began col-

lecting character windows two years ago, including one 
brought from the Yukon and one bought in Chemainus. 
She also made good use of the scrap window pile at Gulf 
Island Glass.

“I like multi-paned windows,” she said.
Then she browsed Country Living magazine’s online 

database, fi nding ideas offering “she-shed inspiration,” a 
she-shed being a garden retreat that’s the female equiva-
lent of the man-cave. Many of the sheds viewed by Shelley 
incorporated used windows and became places to create 
art, host dinners or have a glass of wine. One shed used 
139 salvaged windows. The Plaunt dining pavilion began 
to take shape.

“This yard is so hot at fi ve or six p.m., when you want to 
have dinner outside in summer. We’d eaten under the apple 
tree and it seemed a cooler spot, so we decided to build the 
shed there.” 

The apple tree, which bears yellow apples in early July, 
flanks one side of the building, while a hazelnut tree is 
located on the opposite side. Shelley wants to train an exist-
ing, beautiful pink rose over the shed. 

“When it’s blooming, it looks like a waterfall of roses,” 
she said.

The Plaunts began building the shed at the bottom, with 
cement piers and a pressure-treated deck. Cedar boards 
were laid for fl ooring. Then they built one wall at a time on 
the deck, incorporating their salvaged windows and cedar 
siding boards, raising each wall upon completion. 

The mullioned glass front doors were purchased. They 
also purchased a shed roof kit, and then sheathed the truss-
es with clear vinyl roofi ng and roof cap. The cedar siding is 

stained on the outside and painted on the inside. 
The Plaunts also made use of a pile of broken hunks of 

cement paving to build a faux stone patio in front of the 
shed, creating another seating area and a spot for a bar-

becue. The irregularly shaped cement slabs mimic stone, 
while keeping material out of the landfi ll.

PHOTO BY PAT BURKETTE

Shelley Armstrong-Plaunt sits outside of her colourful “she-shed,” perfect for eating outdoors in summer months.

PAVILION  continued on  10
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Shop ph: 250-537-4411 • Cell: 250-537-6615 • Fax: 250-537-1865
1229 Mt. Maxwell Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC v8k 2h7 

Email: bellavancewelding@shaw.ca

CWB CERTIFIED 
SHOP

Salt Spring Island’s 
ONLY shop certifi ed 
by the Canadian 
Welding Bureau 
(CWB).

•  Protect your building and your 
insurance coverage by making sure 
you have your structural steel building 
and components done by a certifi ed 
shop.

•  Don’t be caught by surprise!  We 
make sure we use only the highest 
quality steel, stainless and aluminum 
in our jobs. Fabricated and installed 
by qualifi ed CWB welders.

Building this summer?
Call us for any of your 
Structural or Metal 
Fabrication needs.

BELLAVANCE
WELDING LTD.

      

Let us give you a quote!

Need metal 
supplies for your 
own project? 
We have a large inventory of 
extrusions, plate and profi les in 
aluminium, steel and stainless.

Memorable meals in shelter

“Anything you can upcycle is so great,” said 
Shelley.

The look of the shed is “seashore.”
“I grew up on the beach in Ontario,” said 

Shelley, who enjoys kayaking with Myles and 
friends. “I fi nd the pavilion kind of beachy.” 

Shed colours are in green and blue tones. The 

exterior of the shed is stained Ocean Teal, while 
interior fl oors and walls are painted Lakeshore 
Green. A wooden table, and chairs painted 
Hazy Blue, welcome diners, and black metal 
candelabras provide some glow when evening 
turns to night. 

The pavilion offers shelter not just from the 
sun and wind but from the bane of many a 
summer meal — the humble but mighty mos-
quito. So far, there have been many memorable 
meals there, including a dinner with friends 

that lasted until 4 a.m. It’s the kind of place that’s 
uplifting, and diffi cult to leave.

When we go inside Shelley’s home to chat a 
bit more, there are more blue and green tones 
—  a jar of beach glass, a teal straw basket on the 
fl oor and various cupboards painted in aqua 
shades. 

Shelley brings out one of the collector bears 
she creates for her business, Rabbit Creek Bears, 
which she started up in the Yukon. Rabbit Creek 
was the original name of a gold-rich location 

that was later named Eldorado Creek. This bear 
is a Mother Hubbard Bear, named after the style 
of parka she wears. Shelley salvaged fur from 
discarded coats to trim the parka. Shelley hopes 
to soon be creating some nautical bears for the 
Houseboat store.

Shelley’s love of design, interior decoration, 
antiques and collectibles, and her creativity, 
have all come into play in her Ocean Teal 
dining pavilion, which reflects the forest 
and sea of Salt Spring so well.

RENOVATION

Pitch in and save money 
Homeowners can 
handle some tasks 

Home improvement proj-
ects can be expensive. While 
the size and complexity of a 
project will affect how expen-
sive the project is, homeown-
ers can expect to shell out a 
pretty penny when they reno-
vate or remodel areas of their 
home.

According to HomeAdvi-
sor, an online resource for 
homeowners looking to con-
nect with home improve-
ment, maintenance and 
repair professionals, the aver-
age bathroom remodeling 
project costs $9,348, while the 
average home addition costs 
slightly less than $41,000. But 
renovation-minded home-
owners need not reconsider 
their commitment to remod-
elling, as there are various 
ways to cut the costs associat-
ed with home improvement 
projects.

One such way is for home-
owners to pitch in and do 
some of the work themselves. 
Calculating labour costs can 
be diffi cult, as such costs can 
vary greatly depending on the 
project, the contractor and 
the amount of hired help that 
contractor intends to employ. 
However, some estimates 

suggest labor will account for 
anywhere from 25 to 50 per 
cent of the overall cost of the 
project. So it’s no surprise that 
homeowners can save them-
selves substantial amounts of 
money by doing some of the 
work themselves. 

Homeowners who intend 
to do some of the labour 
themselves should discuss 
this plan with contractors 
during the vetting process. 
Before hiring a contractor, 
make sure homeowners’ 
expected labour contribu-
tions are clearly defi ned in the 
contract. 

While it’s best to leave the 
most complicated parts of a 
project to the professionals, 
homeowners can pitch in 
during the following phases.

• Demolition: Demolition 
involves more than pick-
ing up a sledgehammer and 
swinging away. Some demoli-
tion projects are best left to 
the pros. For example, any 
projects that involve expo-
sure to hazardous materials 
are risky and therefore best 
left to experienced laborers. 
However, many homeown-
ers are capable of safely and 
effectively pulling cabinets 
from walls, removing fl ooring 
or knocking down drywall. 
Homeowners unsure of how 
to approach demolition tasks 

can ask their contractors to 
demonstrate the proper tech-
nique so the demolition is 
done right and on time. 

• Salvage: Removing debris 
and items that will no longer 
be needed once the renova-
tion is complete is another 
way homeowners can pitch 
in. Homeowners remodeling 
their kitchens may be replac-
ing their existing stoves and 
refrigerators and hoping to 
donate these items. In such 
instances, driving the items 
to the donation site or arrang-
ing for them to be picked 
up rather than taken off the 
premises by the contractor or 
his employees can cut labor 
costs, as it allows laborers to 
keep working toward the end 
goal rather than requiring 
them to leave the work site to 
drop unwanted items off.

• Cleanup: Homeowners 
also can save costs by clean-
ing up after the contractors 
at the end of each workday. 
Speak with the contractor 
about cleaning up the site 
each day, asking him or her 
what can be discarded and 
what must remain on-site.

Home improvements are 
costly. But homeowners who 
are capable of pitching in 
can greatly reduce the overall 
cost of their next renova-
tion project. 

PAVILION 
continued from 9

PHOTOS COURTESY MYLES AND 
SHELLEY PLAUNT

From left, the dining 
pavilion under 
construction, and 
inside the structure 
during the summer 
once the project was 
completed. 
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MOUAT’S
MOUAT’S

MOUAT’S Home Owners helping HomeownersTM

OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK    
250.537.5551    

MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

Your Home & Garden Headquarters

Arm 
yourself for 
any project

Get the tools, hardware, supplies and advice for 
every task on your to-do list. Our selection, low 
prices and helpful service are here to help you get 
the job done faster!

• garden tools
• mowers
• blowers
• trimmers
• storage sheds 

and bins
• seeds and 

bedding plants

Lawn 
Furniture

IMPORTERS 2000 

LIMITED

Dirt Cheap Tools
For tools around 
the garden
We have all you need to take 
landscaping and gardening into your own hands.

Nail the 
Best Deals

• renew
• redecorate

• restore

prices and helpful service are here to help you get prices and helpful service are here to help you get 
the job done faster!the job done faster!the job done faster!the job done faster!
prices and helpful service are here to help you get 

CHECK OUT OUR 
GREAT PAINT 
SELECTIONS

Proud to be sponsors of the Home and Garden Show,
come visit us at the show March 17 & 18 - Farmers’ Institute

PLANTS 

Salt Spring garden guru’s 
plant book gets reprinted  
Dan Jason’s research and 
wisdom in full fl ower 

Some Useful Wild Plants, A Foraging 
Guide to Food and Medicine from Nature 
by Dan Jason. Harbour Publishing, $16.95

BY CHERIE THIESSEN
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

As a long experienced and practising 
forager, I welcome the sixth reprint of one 
of my favourite bibles. 

“There were at least six editions in the 
‘70s,” says the author. “Howard White 
(Harbour’s publisher) thought it was time 
to be reprinted. I’ve made only minor 
changes to the book.”

After 45 years of constant referral my 
old copy of Some Useful Wild Plants was 
decidedly the worse for wear, stained as 
it was by salal berry juice, crushed dock 
leaves and the odd drop of blood while I 
searched through the book one-handedly 
for that special unguent that staunched 
blood flow. The book came with me up 
mountains, through the Strait of Georgia 
and Desolation Sound, over to islands, 
through forests and on a few overseas 
trips. My original copy had even lost some 
of its pages, desperately albeit reluctantly, 
torn out in inclement conditions to start a 
necessary warming fi re. 

Many’s the time when I was able to for-
tify my backpack meals with something 
fresh and healthy from nature, making the 
pablum palatable, or the soup heartier and 
healthier. Forty-fi ve years have defi nitely 
mellowed me, but I still happily forage 
and I’m still learning. A perfect size for my 
large jacket pocket, my pristine new copy 
is now home.

Covering over 100 plants/seaweed and 
trees and with numerous detailed illustra-
tions by Robert Inwood, the compendium 
makes it easy to scout out and to identify 
edible and healing herbs, plants, leaves and 
bark, so if you missed out when the last six 
editions came out, grab the seventh.

I was interested to learn that this Salt 
Spring Island-based writer also supplies over 
700 varieties of seeds for many of these deli-
cious wild plants, so if you’re tiring of trying 
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DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO 

From top, Dan Jason blows a dandelion 
seed in a photo from 2009; cover of new 
edition of Some Useful Wild Plants.
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Over 25 years of roofing experience
Serving the Gulf Islands since 2003

Free 
Estimates

Please visit our website at: www.smytheroofing.com

All Sorts of Things
for All Types of Pets

• dogs & cats
• reptiles
• birds & fi sh
• small animals

MOUAT’S
MOUAT’S

MOUAT’S Home Owners helping HomeownersTM

OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK    
250.537.5551    

MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

As a family owned 
manufacturer and pet owners 
ourselves, we take a great 
deal of  pride in the quality, 
safety and performance of  
our products.

MOUAMOUAT’SUAT’SUAMOUAMOUAT’SMO

Stop by our booth at the Home and Garden Show and 
check out our great selection of Pet Supplies

Collars to kibbles, 
habitats to toys, we have 
great prices on quality
pet food and supplies 
for the health and 
happiness of your pet.

safety and performance of  safety and performance of  

VISIT US AT BOOTH 1&2
www.slegg.com

Custom made, weather resistant commerical & 
residential solutions for outdoor spaces

extend your family time,
social time and quiet time

Protect your home from Mother Nature’s harshest 
elements and secure your home from break-ins 
at the same time with Talius rollshutters. They 
provide an energy efficient solution to safeguard 
against intense sunlight, strong winds, severe 
storms, as well as creating a solid barrier against 
broken glass and theft.

protection & security 
for your home

PH. 250.361.4714    TF. 1.800.563.5558
2-2745 BRIDGE STREET, VICTORIA   
PACIFICROLLSHUTTERS.COM

Has your home or business 
su� ered from..

We o� er hazardous materials abatement, � ood, � re and disaster cleanup. 
We are your Island insurance claim specialists.

Locally owned and operated

250-537-7325  •  fi berlock.ca

         • FLOOD?                          • FIRE?                      • ASBESTOS?

FIBERLOCKCall

Backhoe, Bobcat & Excavators
319 Upper Ganges Rd. Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1R7

• ASTTBC Certified Septic Field Installer
• House Excavations  

• Driveways
• Septic Field Repairs

• Rock Walls  
• Compacting

• Snow Plowing 
• Road Sanding

PH: 250-537-2692
EMAIL: chxssi@gmail.com

SALT SPRING
Linen & Dry Cleaners

Leave the Spring Cleaning to Us!

Month of April
(Valid only when items picked up within 30 days)
(Sorry, we do not clean feather beds) Mary Gillies

Tues-Fri 8:30am-4:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm  •  116 Hereford Ave. 250-537-2241

quilts, duvets,
blankets, comforters,
draperies & bedspreads10%

off (pillows & items needing stain treatment excluded)

&Home Garden

MARCH 17TH AND 18TH 
What a great weekend to be on Salt Spring Island as we host the 

Salt Spring Home & Garden Show.  If you are a fan of HGTV, you will want to 
be at this great event showcasing local designers, landscapers, construction a 

trades professionals, along with service and recreation providers.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH FROM 5PM TO 8PM
You are invited to a Salt Spring Home & Garden Show Welcome Reception and 

cash bar pre-show gathering.  There will be a fun, festive atmosphere with music 
and food.  Meet with the local trades, construction, home services, landscape 

companies and home décor vendors and mingle with fellow attendees.  
The Welcome Reception is sponsored by Windsor Plywood.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH FROM 9AM TO 4PM
Join us at the Salt Spring Home & Garden Show and meet with up to 

50 vendors who will be showcasing local design expertise, construction services 
and advice, garden care, water collection and conservation, 

creative décor and design ideas and special home services that you did not realize 
were offered on Salt Spring!  Invite friends who are new to the island or are 

considering moving here so they know about all of the amazing talent.  
The Saturday event is sponsored by Slegg Lumber.

Join us at the Home & Garden Show!  
Your kids are welcome too!

March 17 & 18  -  Farmers’ Institute

S Salt pring
HOME & GARDEN SHOW

March 17 & 18  -  Farmers’ Institute

S Salt pring
HOME & GARDEN SHOW

March 17 & 18  -  Farmers’ Institute

SS altpring
HOME & GARDEN SHOW

HOME & GARDEN
SHOW

March 17 & 18 - Farmers’ Institute
PRESENTED BY MOUAT’S TRADING!

Admission to the event is FREE and you could win some great prizes.

The Salt Spring Home & Garden Show is presented by:
 Mouat’s Trading, Windsor Plywood, Slegg Lumber, Island Savings, 

Thrifty Foods, BMO Bank of Montreal, Seafi rst Insurance, Country Grocer, 
Celebrity Accents, Gulf Islands Driftwood, Salt Spring Air, 

Salt Spring Island Golf Course, Steffi ch Fine Arts and RE/MAX Salt Spring.  

It is brought to you by the Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce.   

www.saltspringchamber.com 
or call 250.537.4223

Lorraine,
 
Can you take out the reference to 
Expert Speakers at the bottom of 
the second column?
 

Just add:  Join us at the Home & Garden Show!  

Your kids are welcome too!

 
Far left top – please remove the 
fl owers there as we have some in 
the photo.
 
Can you add a construction image?  
Ruler, tape measure, something 
manly?
 
Other than that all good.



12 |  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017   www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com   WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017 |  13

Over 25 years of roofing experience
Serving the Gulf Islands since 2003

Free 
Estimates

Please visit our website at: www.smytheroofing.com

All Sorts of Things
for All Types of Pets

• dogs & cats
• reptiles
• birds & fi sh
• small animals

MOUAT’S
MOUAT’S

MOUAT’S Home Owners helping HomeownersTM

OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK    
250.537.5551    

MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

As a family owned 
manufacturer and pet owners 
ourselves, we take a great 
deal of  pride in the quality, 
safety and performance of  
our products.

MOUAMOUAT’SUAT’SUAMOUAMOUAT’SMO

Stop by our booth at the Home and Garden Show and 
check out our great selection of Pet Supplies

Collars to kibbles, 
habitats to toys, we have 
great prices on quality
pet food and supplies 
for the health and 
happiness of your pet.

safety and performance of  safety and performance of  

VISIT US AT BOOTH 1&2
www.slegg.com

Custom made, weather resistant commerical & 
residential solutions for outdoor spaces

extend your family time,
social time and quiet time

Protect your home from Mother Nature’s harshest 
elements and secure your home from break-ins 
at the same time with Talius rollshutters. They 
provide an energy efficient solution to safeguard 
against intense sunlight, strong winds, severe 
storms, as well as creating a solid barrier against 
broken glass and theft.

protection & security 
for your home

PH. 250.361.4714    TF. 1.800.563.5558
2-2745 BRIDGE STREET, VICTORIA   
PACIFICROLLSHUTTERS.COM

Has your home or business 
su� ered from..

We o� er hazardous materials abatement, � ood, � re and disaster cleanup. 
We are your Island insurance claim specialists.

Locally owned and operated

250-537-7325  •  fi berlock.ca

         • FLOOD?                          • FIRE?                      • ASBESTOS?

FIBERLOCKCall

Backhoe, Bobcat & Excavators
319 Upper Ganges Rd. Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1R7

• ASTTBC Certified Septic Field Installer
• House Excavations  

• Driveways
• Septic Field Repairs

• Rock Walls  
• Compacting

• Snow Plowing 
• Road Sanding

PH: 250-537-2692
EMAIL: chxssi@gmail.com

SALT SPRING
Linen & Dry Cleaners

Leave the Spring Cleaning to Us!

Month of April
(Valid only when items picked up within 30 days)
(Sorry, we do not clean feather beds) Mary Gillies

Tues-Fri 8:30am-4:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm  •  116 Hereford Ave. 250-537-2241

quilts, duvets,
blankets, comforters,
draperies & bedspreads10%

off (pillows & items needing stain treatment excluded)

&Home Garden

MARCH 17TH AND 18TH 
What a great weekend to be on Salt Spring Island as we host the 

Salt Spring Home & Garden Show.  If you are a fan of HGTV, you will want to 
be at this great event showcasing local designers, landscapers, construction a 

trades professionals, along with service and recreation providers.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH FROM 5PM TO 8PM
You are invited to a Salt Spring Home & Garden Show Welcome Reception and 

cash bar pre-show gathering.  There will be a fun, festive atmosphere with music 
and food.  Meet with the local trades, construction, home services, landscape 

companies and home décor vendors and mingle with fellow attendees.  
The Welcome Reception is sponsored by Windsor Plywood.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH FROM 9AM TO 4PM
Join us at the Salt Spring Home & Garden Show and meet with up to 

50 vendors who will be showcasing local design expertise, construction services 
and advice, garden care, water collection and conservation, 

creative décor and design ideas and special home services that you did not realize 
were offered on Salt Spring!  Invite friends who are new to the island or are 

considering moving here so they know about all of the amazing talent.  
The Saturday event is sponsored by Slegg Lumber.

Join us at the Home & Garden Show!  
Your kids are welcome too!

March 17 & 18  -  Farmers’ Institute

S Salt pring
HOME & GARDEN SHOW

March 17 & 18  -  Farmers’ Institute

S Salt pring
HOME & GARDEN SHOW

March 17 & 18  -  Farmers’ Institute

SS altpring
HOME & GARDEN SHOW

HOME & GARDEN
SHOW

March 17 & 18 - Farmers’ Institute
PRESENTED BY MOUAT’S TRADING!

Admission to the event is FREE and you could win some great prizes.

The Salt Spring Home & Garden Show is presented by:
 Mouat’s Trading, Windsor Plywood, Slegg Lumber, Island Savings, 

Thrifty Foods, BMO Bank of Montreal, Seafi rst Insurance, Country Grocer, 
Celebrity Accents, Gulf Islands Driftwood, Salt Spring Air, 

Salt Spring Island Golf Course, Steffi ch Fine Arts and RE/MAX Salt Spring.  

It is brought to you by the Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce.   

www.saltspringchamber.com 
or call 250.537.4223

Lorraine,
 
Can you take out the reference to 
Expert Speakers at the bottom of 
the second column?
 

Just add:  Join us at the Home & Garden Show!  

Your kids are welcome too!

 
Far left top – please remove the 
fl owers there as we have some in 
the photo.
 
Can you add a construction image?  
Ruler, tape measure, something 
manly?
 
Other than that all good.



14 |  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2017   www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

248 Upper Ganges Road    
250-931-4020  

www.midislemarine.com

JUMP INTO SPRING WITH 
HUSQVARNA 
POWER EQUIPMENT

Come and see us 
at the 

Home and Garden 
Show
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Windsor Plywood’sWindsor Plywood’sWindsor Plywood’sWindsor Plywood’sWindsor Plywood’sWindsor Plywood’sWindsor Plywood’sWindsor Plywood’s

HOME & GARDEN
Windsor Plywood’s

HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN
Windsor Plywood’s

HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN
Windsor Plywood’s

HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN
Windsor Plywood’s

HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN
Windsor Plywood’s

HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN
Windsor Plywood’s

HOME & GARDENHOME & GARDEN
Windsor Plywood’s

HOME & GARDEN
SALT SPRING HOME & GARDEN SHOW

Saturday, March 18th • 9am-4pm
Farmers’ Institute

Manufacturing reps on hand: Makita • Freud • Wescon Doors 
Water collection & storage • Eurorite and Westwood kitchens 

Windows • Allan Block • Flooring 
Pinnacle Siding and kitchen fi xtures

SAVE EVEN MORE WITH THE POT OF GOLD VOUCHER 
AVAILABLE ONLY AT THE SHOW!

Saltspring

ONLY AT THE SHOW!

Pot of GoldVoucher

Pot of GoldVoucher

In Celebration of the 2017 Salt Spring 
Home and Garden Show check out our 
current fl yer on facebook and our website  
www.windsorssi.com !

Page 3Saltspring

Visit us on line at www.windsorplywood.com Delivery • Shop Services • Door Shop Services

KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
CABINETRY, 
COUNTER TOPS 
& VANITIES
At Windsor we supply a full range 
of cabinetry options from quick 
build ready to assemble, to custom 
fully assembled cabinets. Call us or 
come in today for a free estimate!

See our Showroom on 
the Second Level!

KNOTTY PINE 
BARN DOOR
Looking for a unique way to enhance 
a room in your home? Our rustic 
knotty pine wood door is the ideal 
choice to provide the look and feel of a
traditional cottage or loft in your home. 
This unfinished knotty pine door can 
be sealed with a clear coat or stained 
to complement any décor.

HEMLOCK 
SHAKER DOORS
• Available 2'6", 2'8", 2'10" or 3'0" x 6'8"
• Choose from 2 Panel, 
  3 Panel or 5 Panel styles
• In stock

12988

16988

12988

16588

Each

Each

Each

Each

1/2 LITE • 2 PANEL 
EXTERIOR FIR DOOR
• Available 3'0" x 6'8"
• Half Lite • Low E glass 
• Vertical grain fir • Stock only

57788
Each

FULL LITE EXTERIOR 
VG FIR DOOR
• Available 2'6", 2'8", 2'10" or 3'0" x 6'8"
• Double glazed • Low E glass 
• Engineered vertical grain fir
Product #7001

3 EQUAL PANEL
HEMLOCK 
SHAKER DOOR
• Available 2'6", 2'8", 2'10" or 3'0" x 6'8"
• Engineered vertical grain Hemlock

3 GLASS PANEL
HEMLOCK 
SHAKER DOOR
• Available 2'6", 2'8", 2'10" or 3'0" x 6'8"
• 3 Panel white lami glass 
• Engineered vertical grain Hemlock

34900

17988 19888

Each

Each Each

PRIMED WHITE 
SHAKER DOORS
• Available 2'6", 2'8", 2'10" or 3'0" x 6'8"
• Choose from 2 Panel, 
  3 Panel or 5 Panel styles
• Allow 1 week for delivery

BARN DOOR 
HARDWARE KIT
• 78’’ Straight strap
• Matte Black or Bronze

Event!
Pot of Gold
Voucher

HOME & GARDEN

Pot of Gold
Voucher

Pot of Gold
Voucher

Pot of Gold
Voucher

Pot of Gold
Voucher

Pot of Gold
Voucher

Pot of Gold
Voucher

40’’ x 84’’ 
Door Only

From...

From...

From...

Most Popular Door! Special Buy!

See you at the show !
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                  Prices may vary after March 26, 2017 • Great Service Everyday! At Windsor, we strive for accuracy in our 
advertising, if a printing error occurs, it will 
be corrected through notification at our 

stores. Rainchecks may be issued 
depending on stock availability. Some 
items may be cash and carry and we 

reserve the right to limit quantities. All 
items may not be exactly as shown, 

description takes precedence over photos. 
Prices and product availability will vary by 
area. Taxes are not included in our prices. 

SALT SPRING ISLAND
166 RAINBOW ROAD

 PH: 250-537-5564 • FAX: 250-537-1207
Email: general@windsorssi.com 

www.windsorssi.com 

FENCING
Keep the critters out of your garden. 

STUCCO WIRE RABBIT & DEER 
FENCING GAME FENCING

4' x 50' 4' x 112' 6' x 165' 6'6" x 165' 

3688 5936 19965 18888

CEDAR FENCE 
BOARDS
Good fences make good 
neighbours. 5/4” x 5”

Each Each

Each

Each

Each Each Each Each

Each Each Each Each

TREATED ROUND 
FENCE POSTS
• 2” - 3” & 3” - 4” Diameter 

7' Length
2" - 3" Dia.

7' Length
3" - 4" Dia.

8' Length
2" - 3" Dia.

8' Length
3" - 4" Dia.

328 548 388 648

JUMBO
GREY

CLASSIC 
3° GREY

JUMBO
RMB

CLASSIC
6° RMB

468 928 548 988

METAL FENCE POSTS
Available in painted or unpainted 
to compliment your fencing. 

628

1048 1188

348

8888 10488

448

11488

794

8’ UNPAINTED

9’ PAINTED 10’ PAINTED

5’ Select

DIAGONAL 
LATTICE

SQUARE TOP 
LATTICE

6’ Select

SOLID 5’6”
2” X 4” FRAME

HOME & GARDEN

WESTERN RED CEDAR LATTICE TOP

6’ x 8’ FENCE PANELS
Western Red Cedar is renowned for its naturally 
occurring resistance to moisture and decay.

ALLAN BLOCK CONCRETE 
RETAINING WALL BLOCKS

ARISTOKRAT SERIES HYDRA-PRESSED 
PORCELAIN SLABS
Traditionally porcelain has been used for extensive indoor 
applications but now with our advanced manufacturing 
technology, porcelain slabs can be used for a wide 
variety of outdoor hardscape applications.

TEXADA 
SLABS 
Natural

TEXADA 
SLABS 

Charcoal & 
Sandstone

PEBBLE 
SLABS

EXPOSED 
AGGREGATE

24” x 
24” 1648 1848 1288 1688

18” x 
18” 1248 1428 688 988

Event!

NEW EXTENDED HOURS
Monday - Friday: 
6:30am - 5:30pm 

Saturday: 
8am - 5:30pm

Sunday & Holidays: 
9am - 4pm

Sq. ft.

Each Each Each

Starting at

Each

Each Each Each Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Pot of Gold
Voucher

PATIO SLABS
Did you know? Texada slabs are 
hydra pressed for extra strength.

SIZE

1
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technology, porcelain slabs can be used for a wide 
variety of outdoor hardscape applications.

TEXADA 
SLABS 
Natural

TEXADA 
SLABS 

Charcoal & 
Sandstone

PEBBLE 
SLABS

EXPOSED 
AGGREGATE

24” x 
24” 1648 1848 1288 1688

18” x 
18” 1248 1428 688 988

Event!

NEW EXTENDED HOURS
Monday - Friday: 
6:30am - 5:30pm 

Saturday: 
8am - 5:30pm

Sunday & Holidays: 
9am - 4pm

Sq. ft.

Each Each Each

Starting at

Each

Each Each Each Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Each

Pot of Gold
Voucher

PATIO SLABS
Did you know? Texada slabs are 
hydra pressed for extra strength.

SIZE

1

HOME ORGANIZATION 

Spring cleaning joyful with life-transforming practice
A new approach to 
tackling clutter

BY DAWN HAGE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

In the age of tiny homes, 
condos and a desire to live 
a simpler life, multitudes of 
self-help books and articles 
have surfaced, designed to 
help people clear through 
their clutter and streamline 
their homes. However, many 
fi nd that while reading about 
the scientifi cally proven ben-
efi ts of living with less is con-
vincing, actually performing 
the purge remains a diffi cult 
challenge.

In the past, when my 
three children were little, my 
home exploded with clutter, 
matching the frenzied, often 
stress-fi lled pace of my own 
life. Reorganizing put things 
out of view and temporar-
ily created smooth surfaces 
and empty countertops, but 
because the stuff was simply 
out of sight, within weeks, the 
problem would return.   

After years of unsuccess-
fully battling the problem, I 
came to a new realization. 
Simply put, organizing the 

stuff is not the answer; the 
answer is fi nding a way to let 
it go.

Although I found success 
with this approach at the 
time, I am now entering a new 
phase of life with the chal-
lenges of an empty nest and 
downsizing. The decisions 
about what to keep and what 
to let go have become very 
diffi cult, particularly around 
items that have memories or 
emotions attached. 

In recent years, I have fre-
quently heard the phrase “ask 
yourself if the item sparks 
joy” when deciding whether 
or not to keep something, 
and I was curious to fi nd the 
source of this philosophy. I 
tracked it to a tiny little book 
that has achieved global suc-
cess and almost evangelical 
followers titled The Life-
Changing Magic of Tidy-
ing Up: The Japanese Art of 
Decluttering and Organizing. 
Written by bestselling author 
and organizing consultant 
Marie Kondo, this book has 
become the de-cluttering 
bible worldwide.

In the introduction to her 
book, Kondo states a belief 
similar to my own discovery 

years ago.
“Have you ever tidied 

madly, only to find that all 
too soon your home or work-
space is cluttered again? If 
so, let me share with you the 
secret of success. Start by dis-
carding.” 

I remembered that as the 
number of boxes going out 
the door multiplied, so did 
my sense of freedom and an 
intoxicating lightness. Kondo 
would not be surprised by 
the joy that I experienced. 

“A dramatic reorganiza-
tion of the home causes 
correspondingly dramatic 
changes in lifestyle and per-
spective,” she writes. “It is life 
transforming.” 

Kondo’s book goes into 
great detail, but her meth-
od can be broken down 
into two main steps: decide 
which items to keep and then 
decide where to put them. 

You begin by grouping 
items into categories. This is 
a radical departure from tra-
ditional methods which have 
us “tackling one room at a 
time” or “taking small steps” 
to achieve our goal.

Instead of just attacking 
a bedroom closet, you dig 

out the clothes from every 
part of the house, including 
coat closets, drawers, bins 
and boxes. When laid out in 
a pile, you cannot deny the 
sheer volume, which is an 
incentive in itself to pare it 
down. In addition, Kondo 
believes that the order in 
which you work on the cat-
egories is crucial to success, 
starting with easier groups 
and leaving the most diffi-
cult for the end.

“Start with clothes, then 
move on to books, papers, 
komono (miscellany) and, 
fi nally, things with sentimen-
tal value,” she writes. “If you 
reduce what you own in this 
order, your work will proceed 
with surprising ease.”

Once all the items are laid 
out in a pile, you decide what 
to keep and what to discard, 
and this is where I uncov-
ered the famous phrase that 

is the cornerstone of her 
unique method.

“The best way to choose 
what to keep and what to 
throw away is to take each 
item in one’s hand and ask: 
“Does this spark joy?,” advis-
es Kondo. “If it does, keep it. 
If not, dispose of it.”

“When you touch a piece 
of clothing, your body 
reacts. Its response to each 
item is different. Trust me 
and try it.”

Despite feeling more than 
a little skeptical, I decided to 
give it a try. It was amazingly 
effective. Holding the item 
becomes an almost medita-
tive act. You begin to look at 
your possessions differently. 
There is a respect for what 
your things have given you, 
whether the choice is to dis-
card or keep. You remember 
when or why you obtained 
it, how it made you feel and, 

after a while, you begin to 
have a clear sense of wheth-
er it belongs in your life or 
not. 

Kondo urges you to be 
grateful for what the item 
has given you, even if you 
discard it. A half read book 
was meant to inform you of 
just that amount. A piece of 
clothing never worn teaches 
you that you have a different 
style. An unused appliance 
at the back of a cupboard 
highlights the items that you 
actually use and appreci-
ate. Boxes of photos can be 
reduced to a handful of the 
most meaningful moments. 
Instead of a dreaded chore, 
the  process  becomes 
focused and rewarding, 
especially as the lightness, 
organization and simplicity 
begins to shine through your 
home. 

Once the items in the 
category have been pared 
down to the ones that spark 
joy, you move on to step 
two, choosing where they 
will live. Kondo’s advice is to 
designate a specifi c spot for 
every thing and return the 
item to that spot every time. 

“The essence of effective 
storage is this: designate a 
spot for every last thing you 
own,” she writes. “Once 
you choose a place for your 
things, you can keep your 
house in order.”

Kondo’s ideas are effec-
tive, perhaps because of 
their simplicity. The book 
itself is a delightful read, 
with Kondo sharing her 
own history, philosophies 
and detailed steps to apply 
her ideas to your own 
home. 

This approach has been 
incredibly effective for me 
to fi nally face my most dif-
ficult category, child-ori-
ented memorabilia. Thanks 
to Kondo, I look forward to 
new adventures with pos-
sessions sleekly stream-
lined and spirit light. 

Cover of Marie Kondo’s popular book, which is published 
by Penguin Random House.
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2014 TORCH AWARD WINNER 
ROOFING CATEGORY 

FINALISTS 5 YEARS IN A ROW
ACCREDITED WITH THE BBB FOR 15 YEARS

3578 Quadra St.  |  www.prolineroofi ng.com  |  info@prolineroofi ng.com

• Re-roofi ng •  Fiberglass • New Construction
• Metal • Torch-on • TPO Membrane

• Gutters • Fully Insured 
• Up to 10 Year Written Guarantee

• WCB Licensed

250-475-1310
Call or e-mail us today 

for a FREE written estimate

� Quality Workmanship  
� Competitive Pricing 
� Courteous Service

Residential & Commercial 
Roofi ng Experts

Ten-Time BBB 
Torch Award Nominee

®

Torch Award Nominee

HUNGRY?
Amazing Salads • Yummy Treats • Hot Coffee

GISS Culinary Program and Salt Spring Salads 
appreciate your support to continue these programs.

GISS Culinary Program and Salt Spring Salads 

GISS Culinary Program

look for us at the 
Spring Home & Garden Show

GROWING 

Salt Spring gardeners excited by hugelkultur option 
Woody debris makes great 
growing spot 

BY PAT BURKETTE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Hugelkultur is a familiar word in per-
maculture circles. Hugelkultur are no-dig 
raised garden beds based on decaying wood. 
Hugelkultur means “hill culture” or “mound 
culture” and the word hugel rhymes with 
google.

The idea is to copycat what happens natu-
rally in the forest. As they decay, fallen trees 
eventually become nurse logs to new tree 
seedlings. During that decaying process, 
the logs act like a sponge, wicking water 
and producing heat, which in turn benefi ts 
nearby plants.

But you don’t need to be a permaculture 
expert to experiment with the technique, 
as demonstrated by the hugelkultur beds 
I found at the Salt Spring home of Cathy 
MacLean and Jack Nealon.

“We’re not total permaculture people nec-
essarily, but we are gardeners who just decid-
ed to try it,” said MacLean. 

MacLean and Nealon have gardened in 
California, the Kootenays and now here on 
Salt Spring. 

After they bought their property and 
began clean-up, they accumulated a lot of 
tree and plant material. They looked for ways 
to deal with it, other than burning.

“Return it to the earth if you can,” said 
MacLean.

When you make a hugelkultur bed, you 
simply make a pile of logs, branches, plant 
material, compost and soil on the ground, 
in a mound, typically three feet wide, six 
feet long and three feet wide. The base of a 
hugelkultur bed is woody debris. Cedar is not 
recommended for the beds, while alder and 
maple are. You can place logs and branches 
either vertically or horizontally, cut to fi t your 
concept. The mound provides its own nutri-
ents, irrigation and aeration for crops.

The sloped sides of the bed are typically 
in the 60-80 degree grade range. You can 

make a bed that decomposes and releases 
nutrients quickly, or, with larger types of 
plant material, decays more slowly, and then 
arrange crops suited for different decompo-
sition times.  

Hugelkultur beds build soil fertility and 
can improve drainage on compacted soils. 
They also provide heat as decomposition 
occurs. The beds will benefi t from some time 
to cure or meld, but can be planted right 
away. The more mass in the bed, the better 
the water retention. As well, initially, nitro-
gen loss as the wood decays is something 
to be aware of and possibly remedied by the 
cultivation of crops that fi x nitrogen. 

MacLean and Nealon point out they are 
learning more about hugelkultur as they go.

“It’s a work in progress over time,” said 
MacLean.

Two years ago, when fi rst made, their bed 
was six feet high. Now, with decomposition, 
it’s about three to four feet high, 35 feet long 
and eight feet wide. MacLean says that mak-
ing a taller bed is a good idea. She leans over 
the bed and points out “If you make the bed 
taller initially, then you can reach over and 
pick at your own height.”

“As well,” said Nealon, “you do have to 
water for the first year and a half to get 
enough water for many crops. These beds 
are well suited to perennials, which establish 
a strong root system. With shallow rooted 
vegetables, like lettuce, you might have to 
water as much as with another raised bed.” 

“The decomposing creates heat,” 
explained MacLean. “The berm is a warm 
environment.” 

But when MacLean kicks at the bed’s soil, I 
can see it is rich and friable. 

“We’re thinking of planting artichokes and 
asparagus here,” Nealon said. 

They already have strawberries and Jeru-
salem artichokes in the bed and have previ-
ously sewn red clover as a cover crop.

MacLean also has another smaller 
hugelkultur bed, at the border of the proper-
ty, which is a landscaping feature to provide 
privacy. There, too, she made use of woody 
debris to build the bed.

“It’s a way to sculpt a bit,” she said.
For folks who don’t have a big supply of 

logs and branches, straw bales have also 
been used to create hugelkultur beds, either 
as a border around stacked materials or as 
the material itself, although moisture and 
nutrients present in the latter will not be 
as great as they would in a bed with woody 
material. 

So, as the late musician Prince would say, 
let’s go crazy — with hugelkultur.

PHOTO BY PAT BURKETTE

Jack Nealon and Cathy MacLean with a hugelkultur bed on their Salt Spring property.

“It’s a work in progress 
over time.” 
CATHY MACLEAN
Salt Spring gardener
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250.526.2626
when you  are buying or selling real estate:

Call Paul
Lets get you moving

Paul Zolob
 BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

342 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island

If you’re a home buyer, I will help you � nd exactly what you’re looking 
for, take advantage of market conditions, evaluate available listings and 
neighbourhoods that suit your needs. I can work with you to help get pre-
approved for a mortgage and budget for all the costs involved with buying 
a home.

If you’re a home seller, it is important to select the right real estate agent. 
Sometimes renovating to increase your property value and sell faster may 
be important. You must have good pricing strategies, prepare your home for 
presentation to potential buyers, and make sure you have a solid marketing 
plan.

Buying or selling a home is one of the most 
important decisions you’ll make

250-653-4013
292 ARMAND WAY   SALT SPRING ISLAND BC   V8K 2B6

•	 No	baby	&	personal	wipes	in	the	pipes!	They	clog!
•	 Space	out	laundry	loads	to	allow	tank	settling	time.
•	 Consider	installing	effluent	filter	and	clean	it	every	

6-12	months.
•	 Check	condition	of	distribution	box.	Must	be	clear	&	

level	for	even	flow	to	field.
•	 Schedule	regular	service	every	2-5	years	(depending	

on	number	of	residents	&	age	of	system).

G.I.S. SALES & 
RENTALS INC.

high-density polyethylene

“Tanks for 
all reasons”

• Septic, sewage-holding
•  Sewage-treatment 

plants, filtersGULF ISLANDS
SEPTIC LTD.

Serving the Southern Gulf Islands since 1963

• Septic tank pump-outs
• Emergency service
• Electronic tank-locating

• 27 years of service records on file
• Certified Applied Science Technologists & Technicians of B.C.

Member BCOSSA
(BC Onsite Sewage Association)

TIPS TO PROTECT YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM

We WelCOMe 
viSA • MASTerCArd 

250-537-2167
DROP OFF AT: 360 BLACKBURN RD1st ...in Residential Service

...in Container Service

...in Commercial Service

...in Special Clean-ups

...in Customer Service

saltspringgarbage.com

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

DIGGIN’ IT: Working on the Salt Spring Elementary School Garden Project 
on Sunday are, from left, Philip Aucoin, Gwen Sekhon and Natasha Purvis. The 
school welcomes donations at its Indiegogo page called A Child’s Garden. 

FLOORING 

Factors to consider for carpet
Comfort, safety, padding 
and more 

When the time comes to choose flooring for 
their homes, homeowners may be overwhelmed 
by the vast array of options at their disposal. The 
choice between carpet and hardwood fl ooring, 
laminate or tile is a matter of personal preference. 
People have long extolled the virtues of hardwood 
fl ooring, but carpeting can be just as stylish and 
provides a host of other benefi ts as well.

Carpeting insulates rooms in the summer 
and winter, adding that extra level of protection 
against the elements. Carpeting also absorbs 
sound in a home. Many appreciate the warmth 
and cozy feeling of carpet, especially when step-
ping out of bed. Carpeting also can increase the 
level of safety at home. According to the Carpet 
and Rug Institute, carpeting makes areas of play 
safer and may also reduce the severity of an injury 
in the event of a fall.

Today, there are many different types of carpet-
ing available. Selecting the right carpeting for a 
room comes down to identifying the level of traffi c 
in a particular room, the attributes homeowners 
would like the carpet to have and any other needs 
that fi t with their lifestyles. The following guide-
lines can make carpet shopping a bit easier.

Type of carpeting
There are many different types of carpeting, 

some of which are best suited to certain situations. 
For example, plush and saxony carpets are better 
in low-traffi c areas. These carpets may show foot-

prints and also vacuum tracks and dirt, but they’re 
higher on the comfort spectrum than other types of 
carpet. Berber, which is more fl at and dense, helps 
mask stains and tracks. It is durable in high-traffi c 
areas. Textured carpets like frieze are cut from 
fi bers of different heights, so they mask stains and 
are also softer on the feet than berber. 

Padding
Padding can impact the way carpeting feels and 

how long it lasts. It isn’t always necessary to purchase 
the most expensive or thickest padding. However, it 
is wise to pick a pad that matches the type of carpet-
ing you’re selecting and one that aligns with how you 
plan to use the room. You may be able to go with a 
thinner pad in low-traffi c rooms and beneath dense 
carpeting like berber. In high-traffi c rooms, choose 
a thicker, more durable padding. Padding prevents 
carpet backing and fi bres from coming apart over 
time. It pays to invest in a padding that will last as 
well.

Installation
Select a reliable carpet retailer and installer for 

your business. Competent installers will lay the 
carpeting in the correct manner so that it will 
look beautiful and maintain its durability for the 
life of the product. Shop around to fi nd the right 
installer or even do the work yourself if you feel 
capable.

Take time when shopping for carpeting, which 
is a substantial investment that can last for many 
years if the right material is chosen and installed 
correctly. 
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Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm

“Where Islanders & friends start their day”
arts&entertainment

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

entertainmententertainment

Best sound on the Island

www.saltspringfolkclub.com

Monday March 20
Fulford Hall
Door opens 6:15 (Pass holders 6:00)    
Show starts 7:00

Tickets $25
available at:

Salt Spring Books
Stuff and Nonsense

Catering by Haidee Hart

 250.537.2102 | artspring.ca    Adults: $28 Youth: $5

Kai

GLEUSTEEN violin 
Catherine

ORDRONNEAU piano
THE RUSSIANS

FRI MAR 17  | 7:30PM 
GARRY OAKS WINERY TASTING AT 6:30PM

Generously sponsored by a happy supporter

 250.537.2102 | artspring.ca    $21.95 | $18.95 | $12.95

 Contemporary Evening  SUN MAR 19 

 Bolshoi Ballet 10 am

Bolshoi Ballet
LIVE BROADCAST

 250.537.2102 | artspring.ca    Adults: $23 Youth: $5

DAVE

GUNNING 
THU MAR 23  | 7:30PM 
BAR OPENS AT 6:30 PM

ART REVIEW 

Artistic glory blooms in � ne discards 
Tossed and Found at Salt 
Spring Gallery to March 28

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Materials that would otherwise end 
up in the recycling bin or garbage bin 
take pride of place once again at the Salt 
Spring Gallery this month, where Tossed 
and Found: Part Deux can be viewed until 
March 28.

Following a highly successful exhibi-
tion in the same space last year, coor-
dinators Shirley Command and Jaime 
Murdoch have returned with the premise 
of showing both new and emerging art-
ists who are creating innovative art with 
recycled items. Part Deux features some 
alumni from the fi rst round and a strong 
group of newcomers, plus two talented 
student artists. 

The exhibition is once again arranged 
around an impressive hanging piece dis 
at the centre, in this case featuring two 
works by Erinanne Harper. Grief and 
Praise 1 and 2 make use of metal house-
hold objects and tools as parts of abstract 
geometric patterns, set in door panel 
frames. “Grief and Praise 1: oh the world, 
it turns around” is built on the circle as its 
main motif, with a ring of different-sized 
screens and blades set around a wide 
metal collar as if planets orbiting a hollow 
sun. The apparent movement in the piece 
feels lyrical, while areas of metal grating, 
both utilitarian and ornate, provide both 
balance and structure. This is necessary 
for the open areas, which are a crucial 
part of the confi guration.

“Grief and Praise 2: the portals of per-
ception” is divided into four sections by 
the framing and provides an imaginative 
idea of the wonders those doors might 
open to. For example, one panel sets 
the scene for adventure with chandelier 
crystals, a decorative picture frame in 
arabesque metalwork and a fan of chop-
sticks. 

In other parts of the series, Harper cre-
ates colourful webs of thread and fabrics 
in one case, and plastic cords in another. 

Peter Allan takes a political turn in sever-
al pieces. He references the idea that lead-
ership must stand on its record with a wall 
display employing vinyl disks, and creates 
a wonderfully creepy and rather reptilian 
mixed-media sculpture called Chief Exec-
utive: Tiny Hands. Reason-Over-Passion is 
an assemblage of children’s blocks, both 
the type that have letters and the colourful 

geometric building shapes. 
The Canada 150 update of Canadian 

artist Joyce Wieland’s famous quilted 
work speaks to the need for reason now 
more than ever, when political hotheads 
stand to infl ict real damage on the world. 
Allan’s playful reminder of Margaret 
Trudeau’s anecdote about ripping the 
letters off Wieland’s French language quilt 
and throwing them at Pierre Trudeau 
brings home the more serious implica-
tions of the metaphor, as throwing these 
wooden letters would actually hurt. 

Alison Sparshu has a stunningly person-
al piece in Repronex: Tiny Lights of Hope. 
Her used IVF hormone injection bottles 
(with results costly and so far unsuccess-
ful) are turned into miniature lampshades 
for a cascade of stringed lights. These spill 
out from a piece of driftwood with notably 
female curves. The piece works well with-
out any explanation; with the information 
provided it becomes truly profound. 

Jana Gatien has a series of marine travel-
inspired works, of which Navigator 2017 is 
particularly well-executed. Using a nau-
tical chart as background she creates a 
sense of the destination with beach glass, 
seashells and paper collage. Framed in a 
rough wooden panel, the piece is capped 
with a length of measuring tape. Its dull 
yellow sheen is matched by a base made 
of a partially destroyed painted wooden 
rudder. 

Heather Martin-McNab has fun with 
her found materials while showing off her 
always strong weaving/basketry skills in 
several works. Stillness and Movement is 
a dynamic piece that makes good use of 
open space using metal fi shing line, wire, 

spiral binding and shot glass among the 
materials. The intimate wall piece Rem-
nants 2017 is more organic looking with 
rust and wood tones, involving cane chair 
backing, stone and deconstructed cedar 
basket. 

Karen Gray has created an endearing 
series of collaged works that combine 
paper and vintage tins, each one featuring 
a different animal that humans are fond of, 
such as a cat or bunny, in a folksy portrait-
style depiction. I was most drawn to a 
bright-eyed red bird set against a backdrop 
of wallpaper-like fl owers and berries. 

Other pieces of note include a series 
of welded Gear Snail sculptures by Nikki 
Samuels that sold out almost immediately, 
and characteristically strong submissions 
by the show’s founders. Murdoch expands 
a decal into a full artwork in the gorgeous 
Lakshmi Bedazzle. Command builds on 
her steampunk time machine concept 
from the fi rst show with an altered cabinet 
clock (with surprises.)

Jane and Sam Holmes, two students 
with pieces in the show, pulled their artis-
tic weight as much as any of the adult con-
tributors. Jane, who is in Grade 6, created 
the fabulous Beaded Fish from kitchen 
recycling. The sculpture was painstakingly 
fi nished in individual scales made of plas-
tic bread-bag tabs. Sam, in Grade 8, has 
welded together a Big Horned Sheep 
from scrap metal, employing a jumble 
of different shapes and colours into a 
cohesive and engaging design.

The cooperative Salt Spring Gallery is 
located at the top of McPhillips Avenue, 
and is open Wednesday to Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FOLK CLUB 

Shred Kelly brings stoke-folk to island
Acclaimed Kootenays group at Fulford Hall

The next Salt Spring Folk Club concert runs Monday, March 20 
at Fulford Hall, featuring unique “stoke-folk” music from Shred 
Kelly. 

“Shred Kelly was probably my favourite group that performed at 
the garlic and music festival last August,” said folk club board mem-
ber Trish Nobile. “As emerging young artists from Fernie, B.C. we are 
excited to have them back to Salt Spring on their winter tour.”

“The band is best known for their dynamic, high-energy and 
engaging live show that leaves no dance fl oor vacant,” states their 
website.

“Shred Kelly has garnered themselves sold-out shows across 
Canada, performed at some of the nation’s premier festivals, and 
received a growing list of awards and recognition, They recently 
won Album of the Year and Best Live Act at the 2015 Kootenay 
Music Awards and won a 2015 Western Canadian Music Award 
for Best Music Video for their latest single Sing to the Night.”

The opening act is Sam Webber.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

Beaded Fish, created by Jane Holmes is part of the Tossed and Found: Part Deux 
show now on at Salt Spring Gallery.
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HealthYOUR

for 2017

BOX 210 GANGES P.O. SALT SPRING 
ISLAND B.C. V8K 2V9

Dr. Wm. E. Lea
All Aspects of General & Family Dentistry including:

• Highly Effective Hygiene Program
• TMJ Joint Pain

New patients & 
emergencies welcome

 (250) 537-4141

Free prescription delivery 
Monday - Friday

L I V E  W E L L  W I T H

OpEn MOn.-SaT, 9-6  /  Sun & HOLIday MOn. 11-5

DOWNTOWN 250-537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN 250-538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

Core-Stretch-Balance-Restore
AKA Slow Flow - Tues 4:30 - 5:45 pm 

Salt Spring Centre of Yoga, 
355 Blackburn Rd.

Visit my website for class schedules & retreat info
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

250-537-7675 
Results non-typical. You should not expect to experience similar results. You should consult 

your physician or other health care professional before starting this or any other diet program to 
determine if it is right for your needs. This is an Independent Centre approved by Ideal Protein to 

promote the Ideal Protein Weight Loss Method and sell Ideal Protein Products.

Rapid Weight Loss With Lasting Results!

Now available at Pharmasave on Salt Spring!
Talk to your Ideal Protein Weight Loss Coach today!

Results non-typical. You should not expect to experience similar results. You should consult your physician or other health care professional before starting this or any other diet program 
to determine if it is right for your needs. This is an Independent Centre approved by Ideal Protein to promote the Ideal Protein Weight Loss Method and sell Ideal Protein Products.

Medically Supervised 
Weight Loss

Finally a weight loss method with...
over a decade of success  •  weight loss & nutrition education

medical doctor endorsements  •  comprehensive guidelines & tools
personalized ongoing support

Pharmasave Downtown Ganges
104 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2S7  

Phone: 250.537.5534

Finally a weight loss method with... 
over a decade of success  •  weight loss & nutrition education 

medical doctor endorsements  •  personalized ongoing support 
comprehensive guidelines & tools 

Now available at Pharmasave on Salt Spring!
Talk to your 

Ideal Protein Weight Loss Coach today!

Rapid Weight Loss 
With Lasting Results!
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CONCERT PREVIEW 

Duo performs Friday
Ordronneau and 
Gleusteen return 

SUBMITTED BY ARTSPRING
On Friday, March 17 at 7:30 

p.m., Kai Gleusteen and Catherine 
Ordronneau bring the magic of “the 
Russians” to ArtSpring’s stage.  

With Gleusteen on violin and 
Ordronneau on piano, this virtuoso 
husband and wife team presents a 
passionate and dramatic evening 
of classics by Russian composers, 
including Stravinsky, Shostakovitch, 
Rachmaninov and Tchaikovsky. A 
tasting from Garry Oaks Winery pre-
cedes Friday evening’s show.

Kai Gleusteen, born and raised in 
Calgary, began classical violin at the 
age of five. Climbing a ladder of rec-
ognition in national competitions, 
the 17-year-old Gleusteen went on to 
win first place in the Commonwealth 
Concerto Competition in Australia, 

followed by the prestigious Skene 
Award in Scotland. In the early ‘90s, 
Gleusteen moved to Europe and for 
nine years ensconced himself in the 
world of Western orchestral music 
before returning to Canada.

A skilled pianist since her child-
hood, Ordronneau earned the place 
of highest distinction at the Conser-
vatory in Rouen and later the Con-
cert Award at the École Normale de 
Musique in Paris.

Ordronneau and Gleusteen have 
been performing as a duo since 
1999, and have jointly released two 
CDs. They’ve appeared together on 
CBC Radio and the television pro-
gram Classical Now. 

According to the Calgary Herald, 
“Both performers are exceptional 
musicians. Elegant, they played with 
intensity and unmistakable commit-
ment to the music, searching out the 
most exquisite ways to shape and 
phrase melodies.”

RECITAL 

Sims at All Saints
Tea à Tempo concert

SUBMITTED BY MUSIC MAKERS 
A special Tea à Tempo concert on Wednesday, March 22 

will pay tribute to the memory of a very special islander.
Many people will remember Naidine Sims, the lovely 

woman who graced our community before passing away 
last September at the age of 95.

Sims loved music of all genres, especially gospel and 
jazz. Her daughter, Judy Sims, has sung jazz standards 
throughout her life in both Canada and the United States, 
fronting the group Sweetwater on Salt Spring for over 10 
years. As Naidine Sims noted last year, Judy just keeps get-
ting better and better.

The Sims family will gather on Salt Spring this month to 
remember Naidine’s life and inter her ashes with the Stark 
family at Central Cemetery. Respecting Naidine’s wishes, 
only family will be present. 

The concert on March 22 will feature the songs of Bil-
lie Holiday. Judy Sims, who now resides in Nevada, will 
sing, accompanied by former members of her Salt Spring 
band: Karen Arney on piano, John Moore on saxophones, 
Jim Shultz on guitar, Dave Milutinovic on drums and Alan 
Wardroper on bass. Hannah Brown will also sing a few 
of the Billie Holiday blues tunes that Naidine so enjoyed.

The music, by donation, begins in All Saints By-the-Sea 
at 2:10 p.m., followed by tea and treats.
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BMO has been
serving Canadians
for 200 years.

This branch has
been serving you
for 71 years.

Thanks for joining us on this journey.

Celebrate with us!

Come join in the fun on Friday, March 17 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The Salt Spring Branch

Refreshments will be served.

Thanks for joining us on this journey.

Celebrate with us!

Come join in the fun on Friday, March 17 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at The Salt Spring Branch

Refreshments will be served.

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553

Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288

Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com

Stephen - from the Island, for the Island

Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001

STEPHEN P

ROBERTS
SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS
info@stephenproberts.ca

STEPHEN PSTEPHEN P

ROBERTS
SAANICH NORTH 
info@stephenproberts.ca

@SRobertsBC

heres my card

We PRICE MATCH

OFF-ISLAND STORES

New Appliances

Over 40 Major

Brands

info@saltspringappliance.com
www.saltspringappliance.com

OFF-ISLAND STORES

  Salt Spring

Appliance
SALES & REPAIR 250-537-5596

Peter Andress
Service for all models

Save the ferry fare!

Stanley Laing
Accounting & income tAx ServiceS

Personal & Corporate Taxes
Small Business, Bookkeeping & Payroll

Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged

115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860  
FAX: 250 537 8859   shakima@shaw.ca

ECOLOGY PROJECT 

Kids’ ocean plastics book seeks funds
Ocean Champions: A Journey into Seas of Plastic

 
BY DAWN HAGE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Plastic in our oceans is a problem so devastating, colossal and 
heartbreaking that it is easy to give up in despair, feeling there is no 
way to make a real difference. 

But islander Michelle Mech has taken the opposite approach, 
creating a project aimed at children that could have ripple effects 
for generations. 

Mech has written Ocean Champions: A Journey into Seas of 
Plastic, a children’s book intended to entertain, educate and 
inspire readers to become agents of change. She has launched 
a Kickstarter campaign to fund 1,000 copies of the book in Eng-
lish, with more languages to follow. Her goal is to see the book 
in schools, libraries, bookstores and ultimately available to as 
many children as possible, with free online audio books for 
youth in developing countries.

Ocean Champions is beautifully illustrated by Ian Fry and tells a 
tale of two children, Kai and Morgan, who are playing on a beach 
and make friends with Botley, a plastic bottle who is afraid of being 
pulled into the ocean. They soon discover a dolphin tangled in 
fi shing net and call a rescue centre for help. The rescuers arrive in 
a super submersible and thus begins a journey of discovery about 
the devastating effects that plastic debris is having on marine ani-
mals. Their adventure takes them to several places, including the 
Great Pacifi c Garbage Patch in the North Pacifi c.

Mech provides the grim facts in a way that doesn’t over-
whelm. The child characters learn and accept the situation and 
then go on to do something about it, to become ocean champions 
— exactly as she would want readers to respond.

Mech was inspired to educate about plastics in the ocean after 
picking up plastic debris while visiting the shores of Melaque, 
Mexico. She connected with experts in the fi eld, such as Capt. 
Charles Moore, founder and research director of Algalita Marine 
Research and Education, who discovered the Great Pacifi c Garbage 
Patch in 1997.  

Eight million tons of plastic enter the ocean every year from 
the land, the equivalent of 16 grocery bags full for every metre of 
coastline throughout the world and end up fl oating, submerged, or 
sinking to the bottom. This is harming and killing marine life, 
either through external entanglement that injures, traps and often 
drowns them, or through plastic ingestion, which causes suffering 
and often death by poisoning or starvation.

“I’ve sailed through the tropics and off our B.C. coast; seen 
beautiful coral reefs and so many awesome marine animals,” said 
Mech. “It doesn’t seem fair that future generations may never get to 

see many of these things because of the human activities that are 
devastating our oceans.” 

Mech initially connected with other educators in Melaque and 
developed presentations in English and Spanish for high school 
students, which she thought was a good age group to start with. But 
then she came to realize that “By communicating this huge envi-
ronmental problem to young children, there’s a chance to change 
attitudes at the ground level and the hope is that they will educate 
the adults in their life at the same time.” 

Mech worked closely with Janet Hoag of the Gulf Islands School 
District, who set up classroom readings with Mech and advised 
and supported her throughout.

“I was blown away by the reaction of the kids,” recalled Mech. 
“We had a mixed class of K to Grade 3 students, and I was sure that 
the kindergarten kids were too young, but they were really into it.”

The Kickstarter site contains a wealth of information, including 
a history of the project, video, synopsis of the story, Mech’s inspira-
tion and process, current status of the book and more. Her goal is to 
raise $10,500 to defray the costs of producing the book. Her oceans 
education work is done on a volunteer basis.

Kickstarter is an all or nothing operation. Funds need to be fully 
raised by Saturday, April 1. Mech hopes to have the book available 
by late April. 

To read more and donate, visit the kickstarter site: goo.gl/Jty3hs.
For educational material on oceans, visit: https://nereida.org.

ENVIRONMENT 

Travel talk
presented

On Tuesday, March 21, local nat-
uralist David Denning will explore 
the carbon balance sheet of travel 
in a multimedia presentation called 
Greening Our Travel for a Lower 
Carbon Footprint on a Warming 
Planet.

Using colourful graphics and 
concise information, he will give a 
clear indication of our total carbon 
budget to keep the planet below 2°C 
warming, and then see how travel 
fi ts into the challenges to do that.

Denning says the good news is 
that “technologies and options are 
now available for truly green travel. 
The transition to widespread green 
travel will be an interesting and 
exciting challenge.”

Tuesday’s free event begins at 
7 p.m. in the Salt Spring Public 
Library Program Room. 

PHOTO COURTESY MICHELLE MECH

A sea turtle is trapped in plastic netting, illustrating the dan-
gers of plastics in the world’s oceans.

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

NEWS 
UPDATES



what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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Send your submissions to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 

drop them off at the Driftwood office. 

Published in the first Driftwood 
of each month! 

 Brought to you By PATTISON SuBaru.

getnoticed
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  CINEMA

• The Lego Batman Movie — Family-friendly fun and beautifully animated. 
There are big changes in Gotham, and to defeat The Joker, Batman may have to drop 
the vigilante thing and work with others.
• The National Theatre Live: Amadeus — Recorded Live at The National 
Theatre. Mozart, a rowdy young prodigy, arrives in Vienna, determined to make a 
splash. Awestruck by his genius, court composer Antonio Salieri can promote his tal-
ent or destroy his name. With live orchestral accompaniment by Southbank Sinfonia. 
Thursday, March 16 only. 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. Email thefritz@hotmail.ca to 
reserve tickets. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Will Millar of irish Rovers fame shows paintings at Gallery 8 beginning 
with a reception on Friday, March 17 from 5 to 8 p.m. Live music with an Irish 
bent will be part of the St. Patrick’s Day event. Exhibit continues until April 7.
• Tossed & Found - Part Deux— an exhibit of works by several artists 
made from recycled materials — runs at Salt Spring Gallery through 
March 28.
• Robert Potter shows oil landscape paintings from his travels at KiZmit 
Galeria and Cafe until April 2, Thursdays through Sundays from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m.-ish.
• Barbara Levy premiers her photographs of nature’s beauty, along with 
continuing works by her brother Michael Levy at Fernwood Road Cafe 
until March 18. 
• Kristin Shoolbraid’s artwork is on display at TJ Beans through March. 
• Johanna Hoskins exhibits in the ArtSpring lobby through March. 
• An exhibit of oil paintings by Sibylle Leimbigler is on display through 
March in the Salt Spring Library Program Room. 
• Margaret Ann Argiro shows photographs from Haida Gwaii in the 
hallway at Salt Spring Coffee Co. 

Wed Mar 15
 ACTIVITIES

Central Community Hall 
Society Board of Directors 
Meeting. 
Central Community Hall. 7 p.m.
Salt Spring Digital Social. 
Salt Spring Digital group 
members meet at Shipstones 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. on the third 
Wednesday of each month. Join 
the Facebook group and sign-up 
for updates at saltspringdigital.
org.        
Songjam. 
Pub-style singalong to the 
soundtrack of our lives. Moby’s 
Pub. 7:30 p.m.   

Thur.  Mar 16
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Open Mic With Dave & Ross. 
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES  
The National Theatre Live: 
Amadeus. 
Shows at The Fritz. 3 p.m. mati-
nee and 7 p.m. Email thefritz@
hotmail.ca to reserve tickets.  
GISS Cyber Scorpions Robotics 
Team Fundraiser. 
Support GISS Cyber Scorpions as 
they head to Calgary to compete. 
There will be burgers and beer, a 
silent auction and music with the 
Chamigos. Moby’s Pub. 6 p.m. 
Pollination for the Nation of 
SSI Presentation. 
With Linda Gilkeson, Wendi 
Gilson and Ron Pither. SS Public 
Library Program Room. 7 p.m.  

Thur.  Mar 16
 ACTIVITIES  
Salt Spring Public Library 
Association AGM. 
The library’s annual general 
meeting will be held in the pro-
gram room. All active library 
cardholders are welcome to 
attend. 4 p.m. 
Salt Spring Island Community 
Economic Development 
Commission. 
Public welcome to observe 
business meeting. Portlock Park 
Portable. 4 p.m.
Introductory Squash 
Sessions. Drop-in introductory 
sessions at the new squash court 
at the golf club. Bring clean 
non-marking shoes. Salt Spring 
Squash Court. 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Salt Spring Weavers and 
Spinners Guild. 
Meets every Thursday at 
ArtSpring at 10:30 a.m. See 
www.saltspringweaversandspin-
ners.com for program details. 

Fri. Mar 17
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Kai Gleusteen & Catherine 
Ordronneau. 
Violin and piano duo present a 
concert of Russian composers. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m. Garry Oaks 
wine tasting at 6:30 p.m.
Doug and the Thugs. 
Wear green for party at the 
Legion. 7:15 p.m. 
St. Patrick’s Day Party with 
the Shanties. The Shanties 
perform Irish traditional and folk 
music. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

Fri. Mar 17
 ACTIVITIES

Friday Adventure Camp. 
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with 
a Leprechaun hunt and more 
at PARC’s kids’ camp for ages 
6 to 12. 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Register through PARC. 
StoryWalk. 
On the third Friday of every 
month, follow a story from the 
library, through Mouat Park, to 
the Rainbow Road Pool. Meet at 
the library at 10 a.m. 
BMO 200th Anniversary. 
Celebrate at the Ganges BMO 
branch with refreshments from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
StoryTime. 
Family StoryTime at the library 
every Friday at 1:30 p.m. Join us 
for stories, songs, games, crafts 
and more in this fun program, 
ideal for kids aged 3 to 6.
Salt Spring Home & Garden 
Show Welcome Reception. 
Music, food, cash bar social event 
for the Home & Garden Show at 
the Farmers’ Institute. 5 to 8 p.m. 
St. Patrick’s Day with Will 
Millar. 
Irish Rovers founder shares oil 
paintings of old Ireland and a 
few songs. Opening reception for 
show running to April 7 at Gallery 
8. 5 to 8 p.m.
Library Games Night. 
Bring your friends, your snacks, 
and your 20-sided dice to the 
library for games night every 
Friday night. A vast collection of 
board games is available to play, 
or you can bring your own. Salt 
Spring Library Program Room. 6 
to 9 p.m.

Sat. Mar 18
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Bach on the Rock Concert. 
Bach on the Rock choir and 
orchestra welcomes spring with 
a spectacular concert of music by 
J.S. Bach, Handel and Mozart at 
ArtSpring at 7:30 p.m. 
Stoke. 
Fundraiser for a new Beaver 
Point Hall furnace will feature 
local performers and musicians 
such as Sid Filkow, Yael Wand, 
Kaisenjammers and Ursidae Hive, 
as well as DJs Applecat, Rara Avis 
and Anchor Hill. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m.  
The Broken Strings. 
Victoria’s most diverse cover 
band plays variety of artists from 
the ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s and beyond. 
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Home & Garden 
Show. More than 50 vendors 
showcase their local products and 
services. Farmers’ Institute. 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

Beginners Pickleball Training. 
Lessons and practice drills offered 
to get you going with pickleball. 
At Salt Spring Elementary School. 
9 to 10 a.m. Equipment included. 
saltspringpickleball.net 
Beaver Point Hall Association 
AGM. 
Annual general meeting, with 
refreshments and conversation to 
follow. Beaver Point Community 
Hall. 11 a.m.

Sun. Mar 19
 ACTIVITIES

Bolshoi Ballet Live Broadcast: 
Contemporary Evening. 
Hans Van Manen’s Frank Bridge 
Variations, Sol León and Paul 
Lightfoot’s Short Time Together 
and Alexei Ratmansky’s Russian 
Seasons. ArtSpring. 10 a.m. 
SS Arts Council AGM and Open 
House. Refreshments and light 
snacks will be served. Mahon 
Hall. 10 a.m. Then come back 
for open house featuring works 
from in-house workshops from 2 
to 4 p.m. 
Celebration of Life for 
Richard Moses. 
Open-house celebration of life for 
Richard Moses. ArtSpring gallery. 
2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Sung Evensong for St. Patrick. 
Organ meditations by David 
Storm, prayers, hymns and 
silence for reflection. All Saints 
By-the-Sea. 4 p.m.   
Rollerblading. 
Every Sunday at Fulford Hall from 
1 to 3 p.m. Some rollerblades 
available to rent at the hall.  
Sacred Sound Journey. 
Re-enter the natural current of 
life through the power of sound 
with the vibration of alchemy 
crystal singing bowls, Tibetan 
singing bowls, tingshas, drums, 
rattle, rainsticks and voice. Ram 
Spring Wellness Sanctuary. 
Session One: 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Session Two: 2 to 3 p.m. Bring a 
mat, blanket and pillow for your 
comfort. Pre-registration required 
at bodhi.carol@gmail.com.   
Introductory Squash 
Sessions. See Thursday listing, 
except the time is 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Mon. Mar 20
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Salt Spring Folk Club - Shred 
Kelly. 
Folk club concert at Fulford 
Hall. Doors open at 6:15 p.m. (6 
p.m. for season’s ticket holders) 
with the music starting at 7 
p.m. Sam Webber is opening 
act.

 ACTIVITIES

Matilda the Musical Spring 
Break Workshop. 
Week of musical theatre with 
Sue Newman at RainWood 
Dance Studio begins today. 
Register/info: www.rainwood-
dancestudio.com.  
Salt Spring Fire Protection 
District. 
Board of trustees meeting 
at lower hall of Salt Spring 
United Church. 7 p.m. 
Salt Spring Island 
Parks and Recreation 
Commission. 
Public welcome to observe 
business meeting. Portlock 
Park Portable. 5 p.m.
Salt Spring Sanctuary 
Society AGM. Annual general 
meeting of the seed sanctuary 
group at 250 Toynbee Rd. Topic 
of allotment seed gardens is 
on the agenda. 7 p.m.   

Tues. Mar 21
 ACTIVITIES

Greening Our Travel For a 
Lower Carbon Footprint on a 
Warming Planet. 
Free presentation by David 
Denning at the SS Library 
Program Room. 7 p.m.  
Introductory Squash 
Sessions. 
See Thursday listing, except the 
time is from 9 to 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Mar 22
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Tea a Tempo - Judy Sims and 
Band. 
Judy Sims and band perform 
Billie Holiday songs and more at 
All Saints By-the-Sea as a tribute 
to Judy’s mother Naidine Sims, 
who died last year. 2:10 p.m. 
Followed by tea and treats. 
Songjam. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
Anxiety & Adolescence with 
Dr. Kristin Buhr. 
Develop a better understanding 
of anxiety and anxiety problems 
in children and youth, and learn 
about helpful resources and 
strategies for managing anxiety. 
Free workshop. Register through 
eventbrite.com. Salt Spring 
Library Program Room. 6 p.m.

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

Youth Movie Night
Reality Bites 

SS Library Program Room

Saturday, March 25 at 7 p.m. 
for youth aged 14+ 

Free admission + popcorn! 

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  March 15  What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

One Day Only 
Thurs. 
March 16th   
3pm matinee and 7pm
email thefritz@hotmail.ca 
to reserve tickets

 National
Theatre
 Live

March 17th to 21st 
Fri. to Tues. 7pm   

Sun. 3pm matinee 
and 7pm

1hr 45 min
Rating: G

Shred Kelly is SS Folk Club act. 

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936 PAGE 22

March 17 & 18  -  Farmers’ Institute

S Salt pring
HOME & GARDEN SHOW

Windsor Plywood

WINDSOR

You’re

Invite
d!

Presented by:

Mouat’s
Trading

Free Admission!

Sponsored by:

Info at: saltspringchamber.com

Celeb
rity

Accent
s

A DIVISION OF FIRST WEST CREDIT UNION

REMAX Salt Spring

Friday, March 17
5 pm to 8 pm

Saturday, March 18
9 am to 4 pm

Supported by:

with a reception on Friday, March 17 from 5 to 8 p.m. Live music with an Irish 

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

 until April 2, Thursdays through Sundays from 11 a.m. to 

Fernwood Road Cafe

 through March. 

is on display through 

 shows photographs from Haida Gwaii in the 

Last Chance! 
The Driftwood Readers Survey is available until Friday, March 17. See our link online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or a print copy available in our March 1 issue of the Driftwood or at the Driftwood office, 328 Lower Ganges Rd. Thank you to the hundreds of people who have already responded!
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PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All liner ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

~DR. ERHARD WALTER LUFT~ 
Dr. Erhard Walter Luft died in 

Ganges on Salt Spring Island B.C. 
after a lengthy illness on Feb. 09- 
2017.

He is survived by his wife, three 
children, nine grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.

Erhard was born in Alt-Walddorf 
Slovakia on Sept. 28 1933.

His parents moved to Germany after the war. There he 
began his education. He graduated from the Gymnasium 
cum laude and enrolled at the University of Erlangen 
where he began his studies in mathematics and physics.

His PHD thesis gained the notice of many established 
mathematicians. He was offered a position in Bonn as 
assistant to Professor Hirtzebruck.

Dr. Hirtzebruck sent him to the United States on a 
Fulbright scholarship expand his knowledge. His fi rst 
position was at Brandeis University where he taught and 
researched. After the semester was over, he went to the 
University California in Berkeley were he also met his future 
wife. By the end of the academic year his scholarship lapsed 
and he was faced with the choice of going back to Germany 
or take the position he was offered in Vancouver B.C.

He opted for the latter. He also sent for his girlfriend 
and they got married in Dec. 1963. He immediately loved 
Vancouver it reminded him of his home in Slovakia.

He became a tenured Professor and taught for thirty-fi ve 
years before his retirement.

He had four PHD students during his tenure that went 
on to become Professors He loved teaching and helped 
many aspiring students with their problems. He was very 
generous with his time and ideas.

He also loved sports. In his mature years, he took up 
cross-country skiing and if he wasn’t skiing he would be at 
the pool, he loved swimming. He was always encouraging 
to whomever needed his advice. 

His famous sentence “Tomorrows another day and 
things will be better” are sorely missed.

We love and miss you Erhard

Joyce Hilda (Noall) 
Coates

1922 - 2017

Joyce, daughter of Thomas 
and Florence Noall, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, March 
12, 2017 on Saltspring Island, 
BC, in her 95th year.  Born 
in Portsmouth, England in 
1922, as a young woman Joyce 
was a member of the Royal 
Navy WRENs during which time she met her future 
husband and the father of her six children, Canadian 
naval offi cer John Anthony Coates.  Following the 
war, Joyce immigrated to Canada through Pier 21 
in Halifax, N.S. where John awaited his new bride. 
From there, John and Joyce fi rst settled in Victoria, 
later Prince George and then Toronto, all while John 
pursued his law career.  John and Joyce returned to BC 
in the 1980s and settled on Mayne Island.  

Joyce is predeceased by her daughters Anne and 
Elizabeth and brother George.  Joyce is survived by her 
husband John, daughters Sandy and Charlotte, sons 
Chris and Jamie, and numerous grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.  

A memorial service will be held at Lady Minto 
Hospital on Thursday, March 16 at 10:30 AM.  
Internment at a later date. 

The Coates family would like to extend our 
gratitude to all staff at Lady Minto Hospital for their 
attentiveness and loving care.  

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made in Joyce’s 
name to the Lady Minto Hospital.

Ann Bishop 
 
It’s with heavy hearts that 

we say goodbye to Georgina 
Ann Bishop (nee Wallace) who 
passed away on March 6th  at 
the age of 82. She is survived by 
her husband Doug; son Kyle; 
daughters Tracy (Mark) and 
Darcy (Bruce); brother Tom (Carol); granddaughter 
Holly; and grandsons Morgan and Fisher. She was 
predeceased by her parents Gladys and Robert Wallace; 
and brother Lyle.

 Born and raised in Saskatoon, Ann met Doug in 
grade 10 and they spent the next 66 years together as 
they moved throughout the country pursuing their 
entrepreneurial dreams. After retirement, they settled 
on Salt Spring Island. Ann’s passion for ice skating and 
needlework, particularly knitting, filled her free time 
throughout her life.

Ann’s quiet calm and dry sense of humour will be 
missed by all who knew her. The family would like to 
thank Dr. Manya Sadouski and the spectacular nursing 
staff at Lady Minto Hospital. A gathering will be held 
on March 17, 2017 from 2-4 pm at Meadowbrook 
(121 Atkins Rd., Salt Spring Island) to remember Ann. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Lady 
Minto Hospital Foundation.

Andrey “Chico” 
Skrypnyk

On Wednesday March 1, 2017 
Andrey “Chico” Skrypnyk passed away 
in Ganges on Salt Spring Island BC.

Andrey was born on December 
5, 1954 in Edmonton, Alberta.  He 
was raised in a Canadian Ukrainian 
home on the Prairies in the provinces of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. He belonged to Cubs and Scouts as well as 
PLAST (Ukrainian Scouts). Through PLAST he acquired 
his love of the great outdoors and the ability to be very 
resourceful and to survive under any conditions.

Along the way he became enamoured with Harley 
Davidson motorcycles. This led him on a road trip to 
Salt Spring Island and in 1980 he became a permanent 
resident of what he considered the best place on earth. 
Here he had adventures with a variety of friends, which 
he cherished. He lived on a boat, sailed tall ships, fished, 
water taxied and helped build high end homes and 
businesses on the Island. He also enjoyed ‘gardening.’

Chico leaves a family that loved him very much, his 
parents Sofia and Yarolsaw Skrypnyk, his sister Xenia 
(John Bubel), brother Ostap (Marta), nephews Adrian 
(Solomia) and Hritz (Shandra), nieces Evanka and Olenka 
and a great-niece Amy. He also leaves behind a family on 
Salt Spring, consisting of both old and new friends, all of 
whom helped him live his life on his own terms.

Joan (Violet) 
Larson
ij

Joan passed away peacefully at Lady Minto 
Hospital on Feb 16 at 95 years of age.

Joan will rest peacefully with her husband 
Gilbert who passed away in 2000.  

Joan and Gill are survived by their sons 
Craig, Tim and seven grand children. 

A memorial will be held at All Saints’ Church 
on Saturday, Mar 25th at 2 pm.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTSFAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATIONS

90th birthday

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

CCH Mtg M.15

DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS

fab flea Mar.15

SEED Sant.AGM

INFORMATION

CANCEL YOUR TIMESHARE. NO  
Risk Program. STOP Mortgage &  
Maintenance Payments Today.  
100% Money Back Guarantee.  
FREE Consultation. Call us now.  
We can help!1-888-356-5248

DEATHS

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why suffer  
Employment/Licensing loss? Trav- 
el/Business opportunities? Be em- 
barrassed? Think: Criminal Pardon.  
US Entry Waiver. Record Purge.  
File Destruction. Free Consultation  
1-800-347-2540.

PERSONALS

MAKE A Connection. Real  
People, Flirty Chat  Call FREE!  
250-220-1300 or 1-800-210- 
1010. www.livelinks.com  18+0

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HIP OR KNEE REPLACEMENT?  
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? Restric- 
tions in Walking/Dressing?  
Disability Tax Credit $2,000 Tax  
Credit $20,000 Refund. Apply To- 
day For Assistance: 1-844-453- 
5372.

LEGALS

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have  
work-at-home positions available.  
Get online training you need from  
an employer-trusted program.  Visit:  
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768- 
3362 to start training for your work- 
at-home career today!

WE are looking for a dedicated indi- 
vidual who will be responsible for  
ensuring the overall success of Salt  
Spring Islands Homestay Program.  
For a full list of required knowledge,  
skills and abilities, as well as how to  
apply, visit http://canadahomestay- 
network.ca/careers/ This is a full- 
time position with a closing date of  
March 24, 2017

WENTWORTH MUSIC Kelowna  
Hiring Full Time Sales & Repair Po- 
sitions. Starting wage $12-$15  
wentworthmusic@shaw.ca 250- 
860-2251

HELP WANTED

NEW GAS ATTENDANTS  
wanted, male / female candi- 
dates, reliable , responsible for  
part time employment. paid  
training. must be minimum.  
16yrs old. please apply in per- 
son with resume to manager  
tom @ 2760 shawnigan gar- 
age, shawnigan lake asap

SEE WEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 22

To own firearms in Canada you must take the 
Canadian Firearms Safety Course. Courses are 
Sundays at the Saltspring Island Rod & Gun Club 
located at 223 Long Harbour Road. This 8 hour 
course starts at 9:00 am and finishes at 5:00 pm. 
All training firearms provided in the course are 
disabled and use dummy ammunition. Cost is $160 
and includes the CFSC manual. To pre-register, 
please contact Ken Cameron a Government 
Certified CFSC Instructor at 250-537-1243 or 
kc12@telus.net. Pre-registration is required.

CANADIAN FIREARMS 
SAFETY COURSE

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION INFORMATION
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THE BRITISH COLUMBIA SOCIETY FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS (BC SPCA)

NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING
SALT SPRING ISLAND BRANCH OF THE BC SPCA

In accordance with Bylaw 5.15(d), 9.5(b), 9.5(d) and 14 of the 
Bylaws of The British Columbia Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, Notice is hereby given that the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) of the:

SALT SPRING ISLAND BRANCH 
Will take place on: Saturday March 25, 2017

11 am - 1 pm
At: Salt Spring Public Library Media Room
129 McPhillips Avenue Salt Spring Island  

For the purpose of: Electing members of the Community Council for 
the branch, as well as conducting any other business of the Branch
For further information on the meeting or to obtain a copy of 
the draft agenda, please contact 
Blythe MacDonald - bmacdonald@spca.bc.ca or 
Theresa Bruce - tbruce22@shaw.ca
A copy of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Society is available 
at: http://www.spca.bc.ca/assets/documents/about/governance-
documents/approved-constitution.pdf

What’s happening at your Library?
Find out at the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday, March 16, 2017

Library Program Room
4:00 p.m. 

All active Library cardholders are welcome to 
attend and are eligible to vote at the meeting.

Refreshments will be served.

salt spring arts council
Sunday March 19, 2017 at 10 am 

will be held at Mahon Hall
114 Rainbow Road, Ganges

The Annual General Meeting 
of the

everyone Welcome. Memberships available. 
Refreshments and light snacks will be served. 

Join us again between 2-4pm for the In-House Open House, 
featuring works made during the In-House Workshops.

www.ssartscouncil.com

To Members & Public

Notice:

All  Are Welcome 

Beaver Point Community Hall Association
will hold its Annual General Meeting on 

Saturday, March 18th, 2017

 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Beaver Point Hall, 1361 Beaver Point Road
Refreshments and conversation will follow.

To Members & Public

Notice:

All  Are Welcome 

Beaver Point Community Hall Association
will hold its Annual General Meeting on 

Saturday, March 18th, 2017

 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Beaver Point Hall, 1361 Beaver Point Road
Refreshments and conversation will follow.

To Members & Public

Notice:

All  Are Welcome 

Beaver Point Community Hall Association
will hold its Annual General Meeting on 

Saturday, March 18th, 2017

 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Beaver Point Hall, 1361 Beaver Point Road
Refreshments and conversation will follow.

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

 OINCOME PPORTUNITY

KISS YOUR JOB GOODBYE. Just 
Imagine Investing Only $1,350.00 
and Earning $5,000.00 to $7,000.00 
Yearly Or $25,000.00 and Earning 
$100,000.00 to $150,000.00 yearly. 
Amazing Returns - All Cash - High-
est Profi t. Great for Retirees Too. 
Full Details CALL NOW 1-866-668-
6629 Website www.sweetsfora-
cause.com

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm 
1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.comWe’ll help you get a fresh start!

COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Dun.Foam-March

HARDY TREE, SHRUB, and 
berry seedlings delivered. 
Order online at www.tree-
time.ca or call 1-866-873-
3846. New growth guaranteed.
SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY 
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

WANTED: BLACK 
ELECTRIC GUITAR
Call: 250 537-0115

REAL ESTATE

ACREAGE 

CHEAP LAND LIQUIDATION! 
Humboldt County Nevada. 80 acre 
parcels only $200/acre! Great for in-
vestment, farm & recreational use.
Limited availability! Call Earl 949-
632-7066. www.cheapruralproper-
ty.com

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

ARMSTRONG HOTEL & SALOON 
- Armstrong, BC. Ritchie Bros. Auc-
tioneers Unreserved  Auction, April 
26 in Edmonton. 16 guest rooms, 
saloon & restaurant. Jerry  Hodge: 
780-706-6652; Realtor: Tom Moran 
(PREC) - Re/Max Dawson Creek 
Realty;  rbauction.com/realestate.

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

HOMES FOR RENT

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

STORAGE

Mid Isl.Storage

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTSCOMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthfiles/hfile103a.stm

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

www.prepareyourself.ca

ARE YOU 
PREPARED FOR 
AN EARTHQUAKE?

If this is you, please join us to claim your 
training. We need you to be a Reception 
Centre Volunteer. Call Neva Hohn 250-537-
1220 or email ssiessd@crd.bc.ca.

*  Do you know the risks?  * Do you have a family plan?
* Have your prepared your home?
* Have you built an emergency kit to get you and your family  
   beyond 7 days (at least)?  * Do you have a kit for your pets?
* Are you connected to the neighbourhood for help 
   (the POD program)?

Contact your local emergency program to 
find out more:  ssiepc@crd.bc.ca

Most people think this won’t happen here but starting February 2017 
our seismic activitiy in the area increased by 300%.  We can have three 
types of earthquakes - The Mega Thrust, a deep earthquake and a 
small crustal earthquake.  All of these can impact our area.

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. 
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.250.352.6871

Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): You have been 
dealing with a rich mix of energies. 
At worst, you feel pulled in a variety 
of directions. At best, you are able 
to be present in and enjoy each of 
them. Your ambitions are on the rise, 
yet your drive may be on hold. Focus 
on deciphering your goals, but take it 
slow for now.

Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20): Searching 
for that silent sweet spot continues. 
Ironically, realizing it requires that 
you break new ground. As long as 
you know what you are aiming for, 
you will feel at peace. That is the 
goal. What you want to feel peaceful 
about, specifi cally, may not yet be 
clear.

Gemini (May 21-June 20): Breaking 
through your illusions so you can 
identify your dreams is important 
now. Dreams are real even if they 
are still just in your mind. Illusions are 
dreams that have no reality to them. 
There is nothing wrong with having 
illusions but it is good to identify them 
and set them free.

Cancer (June 21-July 22): A soul-
searching journey cont inues. 
That it includes finding your place 
and/or center in the world is 
not a contradiction. You are the 
embodiment and vehicle for your 
soul. It seeks self-actualization. Self-
realization implies becoming aware of 
these truths and committing to them.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): A process of 
clearing the way continues. Although 
it may be tempting to look back, don’t 
bother. The current is moving too fast. 
Trust and cooperate with the fl ow of 
the current. The time has come to up 
the ante on your learning curve as 
well. Get ready to go hard.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22): A creative 
impulse is rising, fast. Already you 
can feel the current speeding up. 
This momentum will continue all 
week. Despite the pull of Venus, your 
determination is growing stronger as 
well. This is one of those times when 
you shift into low and crawl… up the 
mountain.

Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22): There is 
something special in the air, a spring 
spell of creative magic. Once you 
see it, you will want it like satisfying 
a deep hunger. Achieving it may not 
be straightforward, however. It will 
require inventiveness and resolve. 
This is a call to pull out your lucky 
charms.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Something 
fresh and new is making its way into 
your world, and just in time for spring. 
Yet you will have to meet it halfway, at 
least. At fi rst, it will seem to be coming 
right at you. But then the tables will 
turn and you will have little choice but 
to engage in hot pursuit.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Oh 
lucky yay! Here is an invitation to 
come out and play. The twist is 
that the game stands to include a 
competitive edge. So, what can you 
do to show up prepared? Probably the 
fi rst measure is to be aware. This is 
hardly an occasion for slippers. More 
like boots with cleats.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):  A 
breakthrough has occurred and this is 
just the beginning. Spring has arrived 
early for some and you are among 
them. In keeping with the season, 
you feel aroused and this impulse will 
deepen yet. Love is in the air and you 
want some but if the love is not so 
available you will probably settle for 
some fun.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A series 
of rather deep changes have been 
steadily underway for over a year 
now. These are challenging you to 
move on and perhaps away… from 
old perspectives. But doing so won’t 
come so easily. You have work to do 
and it may amount to some deliberate 
adjustments of your perspectives.

 Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Hopefully 
you have taken the opportunity to 
catch-up on your beauty sleep. 
Spring suggests action and that is 
exactly what you are about to take, 
by choice or circumstance. Expect 
to push harder for the next couple of 
months… no, make that, years.

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN

Helset Design

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

TRUCK Load Mattress Sale 
Proudly made in Canada Eco 
friendly all soya based foam, 
stretch knit quilted covers, nice 
and fi rm. 39”$239. 54” $289. 
Q/S $299. Sidney Buy & Sell 
9818 Fourth St.778-351-2244

Basic FOODSAFE. Monday, 
April 3, 2017 from 8:30am to 
4:30pm, $80.  Lions Hall, 103 
Bonnet Ave. Call Sheri 537-
1883 to register.

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
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sports&recreationrecreationrecreation

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211

27,670*$

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2017 Forester 2.0XT Limited with technology 
package with an MSRP of $41,170 including Freight & PDI of $1,675. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See Jim 
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. Dealer #40319.

With more safety, performance, and comfort than ever 
before, it’s easy for the new and improved 2017 Subaru 
Forester to make friends. And now with heated seats 
available in the front and rear, it’ll be hard to keep them out. 

A MAN’S BEST FRIEND’S NEW BEST FRIEND.

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211

Visit JPsubaruVictoria.com 
for additional information. 

JPSUBARUVICTORIA.COM

*Pricing applies to a 2017 Crosstrek Touring with MSRP of $27,970 including Freight & PDI ($1,675). Documentation Fee ($395), Tire Levy ($25), Air Conditioning Fee ($100), taxes, license, registration, and insurance are extra. Financing and leasing programs available through Toyota Credit Canada Inc. on approved credit. 
Vehicle shown solely for purpose of illustration and may not be equipped as shown. Offers available until March 31, 2017. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. Dealer #40319.

MEN’S SOCCER

Braak, Tweddle heroics not enough
Old Boys’ unbeaten streak 
ends at Frances Kelsey

BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

All week it became obvious that the 
pressure on the Old Boys to perform was 
having an effect on them. 

Like many well-known professional 
teams who endure decades without cup 
wins, like the Boston Red Sox, Chicago 
Cubs, Maple Leafs and Hibernian FC, Old 
Boys were coping with personal doubts, 
group anxiety, press interest and scrutiny. 
A call went out to Antonio Alonso for some 
guidance from his Bikram yoga associ-
ates in India for calming and deep breath-
ing exercises. Team reporter Fraser Hope 
and the Driftwood’s editorial board had 
emphatically decided not to follow yel-
low-press tactics and “name” and “shame” 
those players in a naked attempt to sensa-
tionalize the situation for increased circu-
lation purposes. 

A depleted team roster was bolstered 
by the return of Wile E. Coyote, or should 
that be Ben “The Road Runner” Cooper, 
back from the Baja, to create havoc down 
the wings or anywhere else on the Frances 
Kelsey school fi eld against the Duncan 48s.

As they say in horse racing circles, the 

ground was holding and ideal for Old Boys’ 
fast movement and slick passing. Unfortu-
nately, barely three minutes into the game, 
fast movement and slick passing by Dun-
can saw a race for the through ball, which 
cannoned off goalkeeper Henry Braak 
into the path of the attacker, who smartly 
passed for an easy tap-in and 1-0 lead. 

Continued Duncan pressure kept Old 
Boys penned in their own third of the fi eld, 
only relieved by great goalkeeping from 
Braak. 

Both teams left the fi eld amazed by the 
scoreline. Duncan was amazed they could 
miss so many goals and Old Boys were 
amazed at Braak’s heroics in preventing a 
nightmare. With the resilience built up by 
success in their last fi ve games, Old Boys 
began the second half as if an against-
the-odds comeback was in the cards. But 
Duncan again controlled the midfield 
and a misplaced pass out of defence was 
latched onto by a Duncan striker who sent 
a screamer of a shot into the far corner of 
the net, leaving Braak stranded. Duncan 
led 2-0. 

Would the Old Boys crumble now that 
the dam had been broached a second 
time?  There was mostly one-way traffi c on 
the fi eld, culminating in an extraordinary 
sequence of three successive corners in 
which “Captain Stalwart” Tweddle cleared 

off the line to thwart Duncan. It was a natu-
ral hat trick likely never witnessed in the 
history of football: one off the head, the 
foot and the knee! You had to be there to 
witness history in the making. Both teams 
enjoyed the comic nature of the events.

Spurred on by this “great escape,” a 
Toynbee shot, a product of timing, direc-
tion and power with a hint of spin, curved 
around the defender beyond the keeper’s 
reach for a goal labelled as soon as it left 
his foot. 

The “comeback” cry resounded around 
the field as the Old Boys rallied for one 
fi nal push for a tying goal and a measure of 
respect. As is the way of things, in an all-out 
attack the Old Boys left themselves vulner-
able at the back and in the dying moments 
a thunderous shot gave Braak no chance 
of any last-minute heroics for a fi nal 3-1 
victory to Duncan.

Some measure of satisfaction was 
the news on arrival at the ferry terminal 
that Colin Walde’s U-18s had defeated 
Cowichan in the Lower Island Soccer Asso-
ciation District Cup. Salt Spring had come 
back from being 3-0 down, to 6-3 down to 
earn a splendid 7-6 comeback victory. 

The boys next meet Vantreights in Esqui-
malt on Sunday, provided team mem-
bers travelling to watch the Whitecaps play 
Toronto FC on Saturday make it to kickoff!

PHOTO COURTESY STINGRAYS SWIM TEAM

SWIM TIME: Stingrays swim team member Elyse 
Walsh has fun at a pool party held Sunday at Rain-
bow Road Pool. Registration is now open for the 2017 
season for children aged six to 18. Training runs from 
May until August. New swimmers are welcome to join. 
Visit saltspringstingrays.com for more information and 
to register.


