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GANGES AUTO MARINE
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A funky band of nearly 100 rallying merrymakers 
crammed the tiny laneway alongside the Tree House 
Cafe Monday evening in a bid to bring music back to 
Ganges.

“This is in support of a permanent resolution,” said 
Ky Fox, one of the rally organizers. “We’re planning 
to be here every Monday until this is resolved. It’s an 
opportunity for community members to show their 
support.”

The event attracted musicians, music lovers, down-
town business owners and other members of the gen-
eral public who are upset about an ongoing turf war 
between the Harbour Authority of Salt Spring Island 
and the Tree House Cafe. The 22-month dispute over 
access to the Manson Road laneway has forced res-
taurant owners Mark and Terena LeCorre to shorten 
their business hours, effectively ending the popular 
eatery’s famed 111 consecutive nights of music. 

Fox said he’s been amazed by the response since 
plans to host the rally were announced last week. He 
said everyone involved, including many other restau-
rant owners in Ganges, have spoken up to defend a 
vibrant aspect of the village core.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Salt Spring musicians put their talent to work at a community rally held Monday evening to push for a resolution on a confl ict of uses 
of the Manson Road laneway. The dispute dates back to 2014. 

Musicians gather to support Tree House
Participants defend vibrant 
‘community hub’

HARBOUR CONFLICT

RALLY continued on 4

Serious warning against local 
shellfi sh harvests

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans is 
warning people not to harvest shellfi sh from 
most of the Strait of Georgia after deadly toxin 
levels were detected.

The waters surrounding Salt Spring and the 

Gulf Islands, and much of the coastal region, 
are closed to harvesting for all types of bivalve 
mollusks, such as clams, oysters and scallops, 
due to Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning, com-
monly known as “red tide.”

DFO biologist Elysha Gordon reports in 
some areas toxin levels are from 10 to 12 
times higher than the acceptable 80 micro-
grams per gram of shellfi sh meat, reaching 
from 500 to 1,000 micrograms in some places.

“We have closed basically from Campbell 

River to Victoria, with a few exceptions near 
Nanaimo and Powell River,” Gordon said 
Thursday. “I wouldn’t be surprised if we didn’t 
see a full closure of the strait soon.”

PSP is a marine toxin that accumulates in 
fi lter-feeding shellfi sh and can also be found 
in the hepatopancreas of crabs that feed on 
them. Gordon said extremely high toxin lev-
els were located in DFO areas 18 and 19, as 
well as parts of 17. Salt Spring waters north 
of Vesuvius to the west and Scott Point to the 

east are in Area 17, while Sansum Narrows, 
Satellite Channel and Captain Passage are all 
part of Area 18.

Dr. Murray Fyfe, medical health officer 
with Island Health, said the health authority 
has not treated anyone for PSP this season, 
but he has warned emergency rooms on 
Salt Spring and the Saanich Peninsula to be 
prepared. 
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

New Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes93$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

New Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes93$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.
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Please note that the Gulf Islands Driftwood office 
will be closed on Monday, May 23 - Victoria Day  

and will reopen for usual business hours 
on Tuesday, May 24.

Deadlines for the Gulf Islands Driftwood 
Wednesday May 20 edition will be as follows:

Display Advertising deadline: Thurs., May 19, 12 noon

Classified Display Deadline: Fri., May 20, 4pm

Classified Word Deadline: Tues., May 17, 9am

FIRE DISTRICT

Salt Spring fire department joins regional burn ban
Fire board settles union 
grievance

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A dry spring prompted the 
Salt Spring Island Fire-Rescue 
Department to declare a fire ban 
across the island that took effect 
Friday, May 13 at noon.

“We’re still in a high fire haz-
ard rating and we’re forecast to 
be on high for the foreseeable 
future,” said AJ George, acting 
fire chief.

The ban, which coincides 
w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  p ro h i b i t i o n 
announced by the provincial 
fire commissioner’s office, cov-
ers any machine piles, backyard 
burning and incinerator fires 
though campfires are still per-
mitted. 

“We try to mimic the prov-
ince because it gets the message 
out,” he said.

George said the ban comes 
into effect about 30 days earlier 
than an average year. The dry 
weather encouraged fire depart-
ment staff on Mayne Island to 
impose a full fire ban early last 
week.

For more information about 
the ban or to report illegal burn-
ing, call the Salt Spring Fire-
Rescue Department at 250-537-
2531

Board settles union 
grievance

The Salt Spring Fire Protec-
tion District’s board of trust-
ees has negotiated a settlement 
that will enable paid-on-call 
firefighters to backfill full-time 
union positions in the depart-
ment.

According to the collective 
a g re e m e n t  b a c k f i l l i n g  w a s 
required to be done by full-time 
union employees as of Jan. 1, 
2016.

“Of course, that could have 
been ver y  expensive  so  we 
negotiated with the union,” 
said Linda Lee, chair of the 
Salt Spring Fire District, during 
Monday’s monthly fire district 
meeting.

A letter of agreement signed 
last month by the fire district 
chair and Local 4467 president 
Jamie Holmes of the Interna-
tional Association of Firefight-
ers outlines compensation for 
paid-on-call members used to 
cover shifts.

“We now can use paid-on-call 
firefighters to backfill  shifts, 
but there will be a sliding scale 
to  their  pay,”  Lee said.  “As 
of Dec 31, 2016, they will be 
receiving 70 per cent of a [first 
class firefighters’] wage, which 
is about $35 an hour.”

POC firefighters will receive 

$25/hour when filling a sched-
uled shift until June 30 and $30/
hour between July 1 and Dec. 
31, 2016.

“Because the union declares 
that it is a union shop, they 
are going to be requiring a fee 
from paid-on-call members,” 
Lee added. “Ten per cent of 
the gross wage will be paid to 
the union, though POCs will 
receive no particular benefit for 
that except for the privilege of 
working in a union shop.”

A copy of the Letter of Agree-
ment has been posted on www.
saltspringfire.com.

Cardiac calls spike

Fi r s t  re s p o n d e r s  o n  Sa l t 
Spring are on track to attend a 
record number of cardiac arrest 
calls in 2016. 

Crews were called to help 
eight cardiac victims in April.

“This is a staggering num-
ber for one month, averaging 
two a week,” said George in his 
monthly fire chief’s report. 

George said responders were 
able to resuscitate one of the 
victims, a young male on April 
23. Rapid response, deployment 
of an automated external defi-
brillator (AED), and bystander 
CPR are crucial components 
when it comes to preventing 
deaths from cardiac arrest, he 

added.
The department has respond-

ed to 11 cardiac cases in 2016.
“ T h i s  v o l u m e  o f  c a rd i a c 

responses is unprecedented,” 
he said.

“These calls take a toll on first 
responders, and I would like to 
recognize and thank each of our 
members for their extreme ded-
ication to public safety,” George 
added.

Firefighters collect 
for PTSD

Salt Spring Island Firefight-
ers Association members will 
be out in force in Ganges this 
coming long weekend to raise 
money for victims of post-trau-
matic stress disorder.

This year’s Victoria Day week-
end boot drive will be raising 

money for TEMA, a memorial 
trust established by a Canadi-
an paramedic who developed 
symptoms of PTSD after attend-
ing the horrific 1988 murder 
scene of 25-year-old Tema Con-
ter in downtown Toronto.

Sixteen first responders and 
five military personnel in Cana-
da have died by suicide so far in 
2016. The Tema Conter memori-
al Trust aims to help responders 
deal with critical incident stress 
in a healthy way and not resort 
to suicide. For more informa-
tion about the program, visit 
www.tema.ca.

Broom pull is a success 

Firefighters are celebrating 
the success of this year’s annual 
broom cleanup campaign held 
at Portlock Park on May 15. 

Acting chief George said 72 
truckloads of the ubiquitous 
yel low-flowered shrub were 
trucked away and chipped from 
the Portlock Park collection sta-
tion. The disposal of so much 
broom from island residents 
is hoped to slow the species’ 
growth and promote awareness 
of the hazards associated with 
the invasive species.

“That is a huge accomplish-
ment,” George said. “Broom is 
one of our island’s biggest fuel 
sources.”

Toxins not destroyed by cooking process

Because PSP is not caused 
by bacteria, people won’t be 
able to detect a “bad oyster,” 
by smell or other signs. In fact, 
the shellfish themselves are 
quite healthy, but the concen-
trated toxins in their systems 
make eating them dangerous 
for humans. Cooking will not 
make infected shellfish safe to 
eat.

“Don’t assume that you can 
harvest your clams or mussels 
and then cook them up and 
that will take care of the prob-
lem, because it won’t,” Fyfe 
warned.

Those affected by PSP usu-
ally experience tingling or 
numbness around the lips 

five to 30 minutes after inges-
tion. Other symptoms include 
headache, dizziness, neck stiff-
ness, weakness, rapid pulse 
and some breathing difficulty. 

Gastrointestinal symptoms 
like vomiting and diarrhea can 
also occur. Fyfe said this can 
make it difficult for people to 
know if they are suffering from 
PSP or from Vibrio parahae-
molyticus, a less serious bac-
terial illness caused by eating 
raw or undercooked shellfish 
that is common in the warmer 
months.

“That’s why it’s so important 
if you develop symptoms after 
eating shellfish to seek medical 
care right away,” Fyfe said.

There is no antidote to the 
toxin or specific treatment. 
Fyfe said symptoms can prog-
ress to paralysis of the arms 

and legs, or at the very worst, 
loss of function of the dia-
phragm.

“And of course if that’s not 
managed, it could be fatal,” 
Fyfe said.

At the first sign of PSP symp-
toms, victims should contact 
the Poison Control Centre at 
1-800-567-8911 for first aid 
advice and seek medical atten-
tion immediately.

People who wish to har-
vest their own shellfish should 
always check first for the latest 
information on PSP and other 
marine toxin, sewage and con-
servation closures by contact-
ing the nearest DFO office or 
checking online. 

Field office contact numbers 
can be found at www.pac.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/locations-bureaux-
eng.html.  PSP and sanitary 

closures are listed at www.pac.
dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/contam-
ination/biotox/index-eng.html.

In addition to toxin-based 
closures, some areas are closed 
year-round due to human-
caused sanitation issues. 
On Salt Spring these include 
Vesuvius Bay,  Ganges Harbour, 
Fulford Harbour and Burgoyne 
Bay. When an area is officially 
closed, it is illegal to harvest 
shellfish for any purpose.

Commercially harvested 
bivalve shellfish in B.C. must 
be processed and inspected 
in a federally registered plant 
to assure quality control and 
safety. Shellfish purchased from 
restaurants or licensed vendors 
remain safe to eat.

An earlier version of this 
story appeared on the Drift-
wood’s website on Thursday. 

red tide
continued from 1

“This volume of cardiac 
responses is
unprecedented.
AJ George
Acting fire chief, Salt Spring 
Island Fire-Rescue 
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Newsbeat Heads up!
SSI Transportation Commission Meeting:
Tuesday, MAY 24, 4:30 p.m.  
Library Program Room

GREAT GUITARS 
An ExhIbITIon of phoToGRAphS

by GIllEAn pRocToR

May 20th - June 3rd

opening reception • friday, May 20th 5pm - 8pm

grace point Square • 3104-115 fulford-ganges road  •  250-537-8822  •  toll free: 1-866-537-8822  •  art@gallery8saltspring.com  •  artgallery8.com

OUTDOOR RECREATION

Vandals cause damage in Salt Spring’s “wild west” 
Musgrave not suitable for 
camping

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Campers looking for a free camping experi-
ence in the backwoods this summer should 
look further afield than the Gulf Islands. 

A recent query from the Lower Mainland 
about Salt Spring’s southern hills, known to 
old timers as “the Musgrave,” yielded a less 
than satisfactory response from Salt Spring’s 
Visitor Centre volunteers, who gave a firm 
“no” to camping possibilities on local Crown 
land. Salt Spring does not have any designated 
areas under Recreation Sites and Trails BC, the 
branch of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations that oversees 
backcountry use, even if camping is technical-
ly permitted on Crown land for up to 14 days.

Islanders who use the Musgrave area, 
however, are well aware of the competing 
interests of recreational users, conservation 
groups and property owners who value their 
privacy. 

“We’ve been out there 30 years, and it just 
keeps getting worse and worse,” said Linda 
Quiring, a frequent Musgrave visitor.

In the days of early settlement, the western 
sides of Mount Bruce and Mount Tuam were 
so remote the ranchers living there preferred 
to trade via boat to Vancouver Island than 
attempt a trip to the main village centres 
of Salt Spring. When the last 17 families to 
homestead there before WWI registered their 
claims on Mount Tuam, it was “still inacces-
sible except over a difficult trail terminating 
on the summit at the Hill-Brantford ranch,” 
as Morton Stratton records in the History of 
Agriculture on Salt Spring Island.

Even today, some of the owners of the 
oceanside lots at Musgrave Landing tend to 
travel by boat or plane and may never go to 
“town,” but while Musgrave Road is certainly 
long and bumpy, the area is not as remote as 
some users could hope. Old logging roads, 
private driveways and recreation trails main-
tained by groups like CRD Regional Parks 
and the Salt Spring Island Conservancy can 
be spotted fanning off Musgrave Road at 
irregular intervals. For an outsider, it’s impos-
sible to know where these mostly unmarked 
tracks lead. Making things more confusing is 
the cross-patching of protected areas, unsu-
pervised Crown lands and private properties 
whose owners might make only rare visits. 

Hunters, ATV riders and mud boggers may 
know where Crown land begins and ends, 
though whether they respect those bound-
aries is another question. Locals may also 
have designated turf that outsiders are well-
advised to stay away from. Quiring recalls a 
group of homeless people whose camp was 
driven through and destroyed. Hikers have 
reported coming back to parked vehicles to 
find their windshields smashed.

“The vandals could just be four or five 
guys,” Quiring said, but noted the damage 
has been extensive at times, such as the pull-
ing out of gates worth $5,000. Trees have 
been felled within the Hope Hill park to make 
jumps for recreation vehicles.

“They’re not just riding motor bikes on 
trails,” she observed. “They used to just stick 
to the logging roads, but now they go any-
where they can go. And it’s very damaging to 
the environment over time.”

Quiring has probably walked more of the 
land in question than any mammal since 
sheep roamed the 7,000-acre ranch estab-
lished by the Pimbury brothers in 1874. She’s 
the official steward of several large proper-
ties, a member of the Mount Tuam Buddhist 
community and a member of the Salt Spring 
Trail and Nature Club.

Remote as the Musgrave may seem, Quir-
ing has encountered some strange visitors 
there. Not long ago a woman driving a snazzy 
convertible sports car with California plates 
stopped to ask whether there was a coffee 
shop at Musgrave Landing. Another time 
she encountered an aged man in a dapper 
suit, accompanied by a much younger and 
scruffier fellow, emerging from the bush on 
a private property Quiring knew they weren’t 
connected to. Their purpose remains myste-
rious to this day.

The Ministry of Environment’s Fish and 
Wildlife Branch receives several reports of 
illegal hunting in the Musgrave area each 
year. Posted signs stating “no fires” have 
been shot up, and shotgun casings litter the 
ground in some areas. The region is also a 
prime spot for illegal dumping.

The Salt Spring Conservancy removed over 
2.7 tons of garbage and five derelict vehicles 
from the the Alvin Indridson Nature Reserve 
forests when it acquired the property in 2011. 
It has also taken measures in the past few 
years to limit access points through its Robert 
and Shauna Makaroff Nature Reserve.

“The donor families of both reserves were 
in support of finding ways to reduce the gar-
bage, illegal firewood poaching and habi-

tat damage from off-road vehicles on the 
reserves in order to honour the conservation 
legacy of family members,” said conservancy 
biologist Laura Matthias. “To address the 
issues, hydrological restoration of old logging 
roads was implemented to help restore the 
natural water flow and address compaction 
of the areas. It also had the benefit of signifi-
cantly reducing garbage deposition, firewood 
poaching and ORV habitat damage, although 
I imagine these will continue to be ongoing 
issues anywhere on the island.”

Increased vigilance in protected areas and 
the gating of private properties may push rec-
reational users to punch new trails through 
Crown lands, making the remote wilderness 
campers seek even less likely to find.

Individuals who damage an ecosystem on 
Crown land (such as wetlands, grasslands, 
and alpine areas) are subject to penalties. 
Off-road vehicle registration and safety pro-
visions became mandatory on Nov. 1, 2015.

Anyone who witnesses someone using 
Crown land without authorization, or who 
is misusing Crown land or causing damage, 
can make a report to 1-844-676-8477. Illegal 
dumping and damage to wildlife habitat can 
be reported anonymously to the RAPP line at 
1-877-952-7277.

photos by elizabeth nolan

Hiker Linda Quiring rests for a moment at a favourite scenic point on Musgrave-area Crown land, left. Right: Bullet holes pierce a ‘No Fires” 
sign on the way up Musgrave Road.
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NOTICE
NORTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

NP-TUP-2016.1

NOTICE is hereby given that the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee will be considering a resolution allowing 
for the issuance of a Temporary Use Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the Local Government Act.   The proposed 
permit would apply to a portion of Lot 3, Section 10, Pender Island, Cowichan District, Plan VIP54822.  This property is 
located at 4605 Bedwell Harbour Road.
 
The purpose of this temporary use permit would be to permit:

a) The storage and processing of landscape materials (soil and mulch).
b) The storage and processing of gravel (aggregates).
c) For certainty, and for the purposes of this permit, processing is defined as screening and sorting, but 

does not include crushing or washing.
d) Storage of equipment and materials that are directly required for the maintenance and construction of 

the Driftwood Centre only, and specifically limited to the following:
i. Construction, electrical and plumbing materials.
ii. Motorized equipment and vehicles.
iii. Landscaping materials including soils, mulch, plants

The establishment of these uses would be subject to the conditions specified in the permit.  The permit would be 
issued for three years and the owner may apply to the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee to have it renewed 
once for an additional three years.

The general location of the subject property is shown in the following sketch:

NOTICE 
NORTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 

NP-TUP-2016.1 

NOTICE is hereby given that the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee will be considering a resolution allowing for the 
issuance of a Temporary Use Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the Local Government Act.   The proposed permit would apply to 
a portion of Lot 3, Section 10, Pender Island, Cowichan District, Plan VIP54822.  This property is located at 4605 Bedwell 
Harbour Road. 

The purpose of this temporary use permit would be to permit: 

a) The storage and processing of landscape materials (soil and mulch). 
b) The storage and processing of gravel (aggregates). 
c) For certainty, and for the purposes of this permit, processing is defined as screening and sorting, but does not 

include crushing or washing. 
d) Storage of equipment and materials that are directly required for the maintenance and construction of the 

Driftwood Centre only, and specifically limited to the following: 
i. Construction, electrical and plumbing materials. 
ii. Motorized equipment and vehicles. 
iii. Landscaping materials including soils, mulch, plants 

The establishment of these uses would be subject to the conditions specified in the permit.  The permit would be issued for three
years and the owner may apply to the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee to have it renewed once for an additional three 
years. 

The general location of the subject property is shown in the following sketch: 

A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, 200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C., V8R 1H8, 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding Statutory Holidays, commencing, May 13, 
2016 and up to and including May 25, 2016.

Enquiries or comments should be directed to Planner Phil Testemale at (250) 405-5170, for Toll Free Access, request a transfer 
via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867; or by fax (250) 405-5155; or by email to: 
information@islandstrust.bc.ca  , before 4:30 p.m., May 25, 2016.  The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee may consider 
a resolution allowing for the issuance of the permit during the regular business meeting starting at 9:45 a.m., Thursday, May 26, 
2016, at the Pender Island Community Hall (Lounge) 4418, Bedwell Harbour Road on North Pender Island. 

All applications are available for review by the public.  Written comments made in response to this notice will also be available for 
public review.                                                                                                   

 Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary 

A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, 200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C., 
V8R 1H8, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding Statutory Holidays, 
commencing, May 13, 2016 and up to and including May 25, 2016.

Enquiries or comments should be directed to Planner Phil Testemale at (250) 405-5170, for Toll Free Access, request 
a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867; or by fax (250) 405-5155; or 
by email to: information@islandstrust.bc.ca  , before 4:30 p.m., May 25, 2016.  The North Pender Island Local Trust 
Committee may consider a resolution allowing for the issuance of the permit during the regular business meeting 
starting at 9:45 a.m., Thursday, May 26, 2016, at the Pender Island Community Hall (Lounge) 4418, Bedwell Harbour 
Road on North Pender Island.

All applications are available for review by the public.  Written comments made in response to this notice will also be 
available for public review.                                                                                                  

 Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary

PUBLIC SPACES

United Church acts to reclaim Ganges green space
Cleanup and landscaping 
planned 

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Citing stress to the neighbourhood and dam-
age to a popular downtown green space caused 
by “groups of marginalized people,” members 
of the Salt Spring United Church have launched 
a campaign to restore the peace.

Following consultation with Salt Spring 
RCMP, parishioners will host a landscaping 
work party in the United Church Meadow on 
Thursday, May 26 between 9 a.m. and noon. 
The project’s goal is to improve sight lines in 
the park. The drive to eliminate dark corners 

and hidden nooks is hoped to deter inappro-
priate and illegal behaviour, according to Pat 
Webber, vice chair of the Salt Spring United 
Church board of directors.

Webber said the project was prompted by 
comments from many park users who felt 
compelled to share their “difficult experienc-
es.”

“It was a timely nudge,” she said.
The small park is a popular shortcut 

between Hereford and McPhillips avenues. 
The site is also a much-appreciated green 
space in the village core where islanders and 
visitors can seek relief from the hustle and 
bustle of downtown Ganges. Markets, church 
services and special events are often held at 
the site.

Webber said parish members have spoken 
with many of its users to develop a way for all 
to enjoy the park, which is privately owned by 
the Salt Spring United Church.

“We are working to establish a dialogue with 
these people, many of whom are receptive to 
our approaches,” Webber wrote in a statement 
released late last week. “Some of them see the 
meadow as a safe and sacred space.”

Parishioners want people to know the 
meadow is made available to the public for 
quiet contemplation and community activi-
ties. Church members will install signs that 
outline appropriate behaviour in the park. 
Webber asks that park visitors and passers-
by report any suspicious activities to the Salt 
Spring RCMP detachment by calling 250-537-

5555. 
The group has installed a pair of garbage 

cans and will monitor their use. 
She invites all islanders to use the meadow 

as before and encourages everyone to work 
collaboratively toward keeping it a well-
enjoyed space for all to enjoy.

“We would welcome [the community’s] help 
in reclaiming this lovely green space for all of 
us,” she said. ‘If you would care to contribute 
your efforts to help us finance the larger tasks, 
we would be most appreciative.”

Meadow rentals and information about the 
cleanup effort can be obtained during regu-
lar business hours from the Ganges United 
Church at 111 Hereford Ave. or by calling 250-
537-5812.

Agreement drafted

“It’s a key economic hub,” he 
said. “It represents our island 
character.”

Jim Standen, who also helped 
organize Monday’s event, said 
he wants to see the access road 
transferred from HASSI to the 
Capital Regional District. He 
hopes the regional government 
could then develop a long-term 
contract with the LeCorres for 
use of the site.

“I think action is what we want,” 
he said. “I’m very impressed with 
trustees and the CRD director 
setting a clear agenda. This guy 
needs to know how he can run 
his business.”

HASSI board members, who 
oversee the use of the Manson 
Road laneway, want to ensure 
emergency access for users of 
the Kanaka Wharf by limiting the 
restaurant’s use of the right of 
way. Board members worry the 
restaurant’s tables and patrons 
will get in the way of rescue per-
sonnel who need to access the 

nearby dock in case of a fire or 
medical emergency.

“The purpose of the Harbour 
Authority is to work at keeping 
the laneway public regardless of 
jurisdiction,” said Kathy Scarfo, 
HASSI chair, on Tuesday morn-
ing. “It is always essential to bal-
ance the needs and desires of 
the community and users with 
the primary goal of maintaining 
public access to the water and 
boardwalks for now and future 
islanders.”

She said any decision over 
what can and cannot happen 
on the laneway will be based on 
facts and a solid business case 
rather than reacting to protest-
ers. 

As the Driftwood went to press 
on Tuesday afternoon, Scarfo 
and the LeCorres confirmed 
that work on a contract signed 
by both parties was under legal 
review. Neither party would 
specify terms of the contract 
before it’s approved.

The Tree House Cafe opens 
its summer concert program on 
Thursday, May 16.

rally
continued from 1

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Sandwich signs booted

Gulf Islands School District trustees have made a dent in the haz-
ardous prevalence of sandwich boards on the island.

Trustees meeting on Mayne Island last week voted unanimously to 
prohibit the installation of the advertising boards outside the school 
district office at the corner of Rainbow and Lower Ganges roads in 
Ganges.

“We came to the decision that the proliferation of signs has led to a 
safety issue,” said school board chair May McKenzie.

Twelve signs were lined up outside the school district office when 
trustees met to discuss the motion on May 11.

photo by Gail Sjuberg

Sandwich boards no longer welcome on school board property.
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PARKS AND RECREATION

PARC approves Rotary liquor request
Pool closure moved 
to April

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Rotary 
Club’s plan to host a crab 
festival at Rotary Park this 
summer received a help-
ful boost from the island’s 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission Monday evening, 
with commissioners voting 
to grant an exception to the 
total ban of liquor in park 
space.

The Rotary Club had pre-
sented a request at PARC’s 
April meeting to host the 
fundraiser event over the 
Canada Day long weekend. 
The group intends to serve 
crab dinners and have alco-
hol sales for ticket holders.

Information collected by 
PARC manager Dan Oving-
ton showed local liquor 
policies have changed sev-
eral times over the years. 
A Capital Regional District 
regional bylaw permits con-
sumption of liquor in park 
properties during special 
events with a park use per-
mit. The Salt Spring com-
mission established poli-
cy banning alcohol in its 

parks in 1990-91 and then 
amended it to allow special 
permitted events in 1999. 
The policy was reviewed in 
2003 and reversed in 2011.

Speaking at Monday’s 
monthly PARC meeting, 
Ovington said a thorough 
review of park guidelines 
and policies is needed, but 
he recommended granting 
an exception to the Rota-
ry Club in the meantime. 
The club must still meet 
requirements of the park 
use permit, acquire a liquor 
license from the RCMP and 
obtain insurance.

Commissioners noted the 
Rotary Club is experienced 
in hosting events, which 
should alleviate any worries 
about safe alcohol service. 
Funds raised through such 
events go back to the com-
munity, including island 
parks at times.

PARC ponders 
Cusheon dock

Commissioners consid-
ered two matters related to 
island watersheds that dou-
ble as popular recreation 
areas. The more significant 
involved a request to sup-
port a grant proposal by the 
Salt Spring Island Water-

shed Protection Author-
ity (SSIWPA) to replace the 
dock at Cusheon Lake. If the 
grant is successful, SSIWPA 
proposes PARC take over 
annual maintenance and 
liability associated with the 
dock. 

A majority of commis-
s ioners  suppor ted the 
application contingent 
on six conditions, includ-
ing a full assessment of 
potential costs and that 
any reports must be paid 
for by the applicant. CRD 
director Wayne McIntyre 
voted against the request. 
He noted concerns about 
too many unknowns about 
what PARC might be tak-
ing on.

“To not have a copy of the 
grant application makes me 
nervous. I mean, what does 
it say?” McIntyre asked.

PARC has authority over 
the Cusheon Lake beach 
area through a license with 
the Ministry of Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 
There is currently no orga-
nization responsible for the 
dock, and there are reports 
it is becoming dangerous.

PARC commissioners 
agreed costs could be a 
concern but felt the dock 

is a valuable piece of recre-
ational infrastructure. They 
noted most users probably 
don’t realize that PARC’s 
responsibility ends at the 
shoreline.

“I  think i t’s  actual ly 
appropriate for us to take 
on that responsibility, but 
whether we can afford it or 
not ...” commissioner Brian 
Webster said. 

Pool closure moves 
to April 

PARC commissioners 
decided to change the Rain-
bow Road Pool’s annual 
closure schedule, voting to 
accept a staff recommenda-
tion to shift from September 
to April. The need to access 
water to refill  the pool 
after draining it prompted 
the change following two 
drought years, with April 
selected as the month with 
the least impact to users.

Ovington discussed opin-
ions gathered from regular 
pool users that showed a 
preference for December 
as the closure time but he 
noted getting contractors at 
that time of year can be diffi-
cult. As well, having the pool 
open during school holidays 
is desirable.

photo by Sean McIntyre

READY to ROLL: Islanders get pumped for 
Bike to Work Week outside the Islands Trust office, 
which hosts a “celebration station” for the event. 
This year’s biking action takes place from May 30 to 
June 5.
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Sacred 
space
F

or many it’s a shortcut 
between Hereford and 
McPhillips avenues. Some 
are drawn to its tranquil 

surroundings for a picnic lunch 
or coffee break. Others drop in for 
market days, rummage sales or 
other community events.

What most of us don’t realize, however, is that the 
green space tucked away behind the Islands Sav-
ings Credit Union is private property owned by the 
adjacent Salt Spring United Church. Access to the 
United Church Meadow is granted to the community 
at large as a gift from the church’s board of directors 
and parishioners. 

Recent weeks have seen a spike in questionable 
behaviour by some 
of the meadow’s visi-
tors. Reports of drug 
use, public urina-
tion and disorderly 
conduct have cast a 
shadow on the space, 
and neighbours 
insist that action is 

needed to reclaim the park.
The church has launched a cleanup campaign 

that will see installation of new signage and a pair of 
large garbage bins. Regular work parties are hoped to 
improve sightlines and open up the park. 

Of notable signifi cance is the church’s effort to 
reach out and talk to park users. Parishioners want 
all visitors to know the property is provided as a 
sacred space to inspire refl ection, tranquility and 
enjoyment. Fortunately, it sounds like the message is 
getting through to most park users. If mischief in the 
meadow is really caused by one or two bad apples, 
then a dedicated community response to reclaim the 
site should be an easy coup.

The modest and aging Salt Spring United Church 
congregation has asked for the public’s help to pay 
for and undertake the cleanup, but they also ask for 
help to monitor the goings on in the park. This can 
mean anything from paying more attention to one’s 
surroundings while shortcutting through the park 
to participating in park cleanups, the fi rst of which 
starts at 9 a.m. on Thursday, May 26. 

The meadow is a gift to all of us, and it falls 
to each of us to give the property the respect its 
owners so rightly request. 

Trudeau’s actions must match words 
The following was sent to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and 

fi led with the Driftwood for publication. 

I recently caught on CBC your remarks in New York, on the 
signing of the Paris Agreement on climate change. You said 
emphatically that this is the “right thing to do” – and other 
words to the effect that it is the ethical thing and will relieve 
human suffering. Why then did I learn shortly thereafter that 
your government is intent on fast-tracking the 
proposed Energy East Pipeline, as well as the 
Trans-Mountain expansion — both designed 
to take Canadian oil to market elsewhere? And 
I understand you are not totally opposed to 
the Northern Gateway pipeline either, so long 
as the route were altered to not go through the 
Great Bear Rainforest!

Mr. Trudeau, is there not some disconnect 
here? If the old saw “actions speak louder than 
words” applies here (and I surely believe it does), promoting 
oil and gas pipelines is a retrograde step. If you were to be 
true to your words, wouldn’t you follow the advice of many, 
including Mark Carney, that the only responsible thing to 
do, given the risks associated with rapid anthropogenic cli-
mate change, is to leave fossil fuels in the ground?

You speak in a clear and heartfelt way. What is needed now 
are actions matching your words. I’m sure your father would 
be proud of your sentiments. Now is the time to also make 
him proud of your bold actions — actions that are the right 
thing to do. The argument that our economy is resource-

based, and that necessitates its over-exploitation to create 
jobs, just doesn’t wash. One simply has to work harder to 
create jobs that enhance the vitality of all life on which our 
own long-term survival and thriving depend.

I am familiar with the argument for seeking “compromise” 
when it comes to negative impacts of economic activity on 
the environment. But looking back over the past half cen-
tury, compromises have destroyed, bit by bit, the health and 

integrity of many of our vital ecosystems. One 
must conclude that there is no scope for fur-
ther “compromise” if we are truly to meet the 
needs of the present without short-changing 
future generations.   In contrast to the prevail-
ing and highly flawed philosophy that “the 
function of the environment is to serve the 
economy” we need to re-invent an economy 
that serves (sustains) the environment.

We are fully capable of achieving this. What 
is needed is to set our minds to this vital task. I urge your 
government to take up the challenge of transitioning the 
economy from one that continues to sap the remaining 
vitality in our life systems to one that curtails the anthro-
pogenic stresses and restores health to our ecosystems and 
biosphere.

 
The writer served as senior science advisor to Statistics Cana-

da, co-authored  Canada’s fi rst State of the Environment Report, 
and held the fi rst Canadian research chair in the fi eld of ecosys-
tem health.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by David Rapport

The argument that 
our economy is 
resource-based ... 
just doesn’t wash. 
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NOTICE
MAYNE ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

MA-TUP-2016.2

A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, 200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C., 
V8R 1H8, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding Statutory Holidays, 
commencing, May 13, 2016 and up to and including May 27, 2016.

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 494(1) (a) of the Local Government Act, 
additional copies of the Proposed Permit may be inspected at various Notice Boards on Mayne Island, B.C., 
commencing, May 13, 2016.  

Enquiries or comments should be directed to Phil Testemale, A/Planner 2 at (250) 405-5170, for Toll Free Access, 
request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867; or by fax (250) 
405-5155; or by email to: information@islandstrust.bc.ca, before 4:30 p.m., May 27, 2016.   The Mayne Island 
Local Trust Committee may consider a resolution allowing for the issuance of the permit during the regular 
business meeting starting at 1:00 pm, May 30, 2016, at the Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, 430 Fernhill Road, 
Mayne Island, BC.

All applications are available for review by the public.  Written comments made in response to this notice will 
also be available for public review.

Sharon Lloyd-deRosario
Deputy Secretary

NOTICE 
MAYNE ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 

MA-TUP-2016.2 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Mayne Island Local Trust Committee will be considering a resolution allowing 
for the issuance of a Temporary Use Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the Local Government Act.   The 
proposed permit would apply to Lot 4, Section 11, Mayne Island, Cowichan District, Plan 19033, (PID: 003-713-
008), 407 Campbell Bay Road. 

The purpose of this temporary use permit would be to permit “short term vacation rental” on the subject 
property. The establishment of the temporary use would be subject to a number of conditions specified in the 
permit.  The permit would be issued for up to three years and the owner may apply to the Mayne Island Local 
Trust Committee to have it renewed once for up to an additional three years. 

The general location of the subject property is shown in the following sketch: 

A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, 200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, 
B.C., V8R 1H8, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding Statutory 
Holidays, commencing, May 13, 2016 and up to and including May 27, 2016.

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 494(1) (a) of the Local Government Act,
additional copies of the Proposed Permit may be inspected at various Notice Boards on Mayne Island, B.C., 
commencing, May 13, 2016.   

Enquiries or comments should be directed to Phil Testemale, A/Planner 2 at (250) 405-5170, for Toll Free 
Access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867; or by 
fax (250) 405-5155; or by email to: information@islandstrust.bc.ca, before 4:30 p.m., May 27, 2016.   The 
Mayne Island Local Trust Committee may consider a resolution allowing for the issuance of the permit during 
the regular business meeting starting at 1:00 pm, May 30, 2016, at the Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, 430 
Fernhill Road, Mayne Island, BC. 

All applications are available for review by the public.  Written comments made in response to this notice will 
also be available for public review. 

       Sharon Lloyd-deRosario 
       Deputy Secretary 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Mayne Island Local Trust Committee will be considering a resolution allowing 
for the issuance of a Temporary Use Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the Local Government Act.   The proposed 
permit would apply to Lot 4, Section 11, Mayne Island, Cowichan District, Plan 19033, (PID: 003-713-008), 407 
Campbell Bay Road.
 
The purpose of this temporary use permit would be to permit “short term vacation rental” on the subject 
property. The establishment of the temporary use would be subject to a number of conditions specified in the 
permit.  The permit would be issued for up to three years and the owner may apply to the Mayne Island Local 
Trust Committee to have it renewed once for up to an additional three years.

The general location of the subject property is shown in the following sketch:

Harbour 
mandate

Tom Toynbee, a long-time islander 
and business owner, provided histor-
ical context to the small craft harbour 
agreement in last week’s newspaper. 
HASSI concurs that this agreement 
has functioned very well over the last 
25 years to the benefi t of the com-
munity.

The harbour authority and local 
government are in agreement that 
access to these docks is critical to a 
myriad of user groups, including the 
school district, emergency services 
and outer island access.

As board members, we carry out 
our fi duciary duties, acting in the best 
interests of the organization. As direc-
tors, we act with competence and 
diligence, abide by an obligation of 
loyalty, honesty and good faith, and 

operate in a manner that we believe 
is in the best interests of the organiza-
tion and community.

The mandate of the harbour 
authority is to operate, maintain 
and manage the public fi shing har-
bours of Salt Spring Island. Of utmost 
importance to the harbour author-
ity is the safety of the community 
and visitors on the land and docks 
that fall under our management. It 
is our social responsibility and due 
diligence as board members to 
ensure that all businesses operating 
on leased land are conducting their 
operations  in accordance with the 
law.  

Through the interference and 
meddling of local government, here 
we are two years later with a group 
of well-intentioned board members 
feeling defeated, exhausted and dis-
enchanted with a community we 
chose to be part of years ago. Addi-
tionally, this issue is only a sampling 
of the larger problem of governance 
on the island and as an organization, 
we will not tolerate being labelled as 
the poster child for incorporation.  

With persistence, there is a draft 
lease for the Tree House’s continued 
use of small craft harbour land to 

continue operating a valued com-
munity business. The conclusion of 
this chapter in the island’s history 
will be as a result of dedicated board 
members’ efforts  and patient owners 
of the Tree House and their landlords 
— not local government bodies. 

Although often forgotten, we must 
remember that there are many con-
tributing sides to an issue. Before 
forming an opinion, it is important 
for us to do our due diligence as 
community members, particularly 
to understand each side’s position 
because behind each story, there are 
always well-intentioned community 
members.
CHRIS ACHESON, 
D I R E C T O R ,  H A R B O U R  A U T H O R I T Y  O F 
S A L T  S P R I N G  I S L A N D

CRD harbours
In the May 11 issue of the Drift-

wood a submission by HASSI 
chair Kathy Scarfo titled “Do we 
want more or less public space 
in 2066?” stated that the CRD 
“has no mandate, knowledge or 
principles on coastal transporta-
tion.” It is important that these 
misstatements be addressed. 

The CRD is responsible for 
managing 12 docks in the South-
ern Gulf Islands area (11) and 
Salt Spring Island (one). Both 
have volunteer commissions 
with broad-based skills and pro-
fessional operational support 
as well as CRD headquarters 
support. As elected local gov-
ernment officials, both the CRD 
director for the SGI and myself sit 
on our respective commissions 
and have the link to the CRD 
board. These docks are adminis-
tered transparently, accountably 
and with public participation, 
including the ability for the pub-
lic to attend commission and 
board meetings. Agendas and 
minutes are public and posted 
online.

We have also been made aware 
that the CRD SGI Harbours Com-
mission has initiated actions 
to build new facilities in Hor-
ton Bay on Mayne Island and 
has declared the intent to also 
improve facilities in Miners Bay 
and in Lyle Harbour on Satur-
na Island. As well, an engineer-

ing study is being conducted by 
the CRD on the other SGI docks 
to potentially provide other 
upgrades. From the regional 
perspective, the CRD appoints a 
board member to sit on the Vic-
toria Harbour Authority Board.

I leave it up to the reader to 
evaluate the accuracy of Ms. 
Scarfo’s statement.
WAYNE MCINTYRE,
S A L T  S P R I N G  I S L A N D  E L E C T O R A L 
A R E A  D I R E C T O R

Circus thanks
Tsunami Circus students at Salt 

Spring Island Middle School would 
like to thank our incredibly gener-
ous community for all the help in 
getting our circus started, and for 
making one of our major fundrais-
ing events for Tsunami Circus at 
SIMS such a great success. 

We had a full house to our show 
“22”, which showcased Cirkus Sur-
real students from Kelso High in 
NSW, Australia, as well as the open-
ing act by our very own Tsunami 
Circus. We raised enough funds to 
help rig our gymnasium with ropes, 
trick lines and a safety billet system. 

The raffl e baskets were extraordi-
nary, and we had enough donations 
to be able to save lots of great prizes 
for our next event. Thank you again, 
Salt Spring! 

See the Rants & Roses column in 
this issue for a list of the generous 
donors and supporters. 
TIFFANY WIGHTMAN,
T S U N A M I  C I R C U S ,  S I M S

Forest fi re grief
I have great sympathy with William 

Brown’s letter of grief over the clear-
cutting of trees in the forest.

When after a forest fi re it is report-
ed that “no lives were lost,” of course 
we’re relieved to hear no humans 
died, and sorry that homes were 
destroyed, but do we even think to 
mention how many creatures must 
have perished, too young and help-
less to avoid the flames? Couldn’t 
we say “no human lives,” just to 
acknowledge that we are not the only 
beings on the planet?
ROSEMARY PARTRIDGE,
S A L T  S P R I N G

JIM DICKINSON,
B R I N K W O R T H Y  R E S I D E N T
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
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See us on Facebook
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

johnxcaron@gmail.com  
250-537-7803

SERVING SALT SPRING WITH INTEGRITY FOR 30+ YEARS

NEW CONSTRUCTION | RENOVATIONS | HOME MAINTENANCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL | ESTIMATES

Anniversary Sale
at GULF ISLAND PICTURE FRAMING

     25%
Sale runs the month of May. Upstairs at suite #3203 Grace Pt. Sq.

250-537-1299 or gabriellejensen@shaw.ca
open Monday-Friday 10-4 pm or by appointment

home consultations also available.

off hundreds of wood frames
in custom and standard sizes

Only 2 weeks left don’t miss out!

Donna’s Deal of the Week

EMBE
BAKERY

$4.25 ea.

saleBreakie Buns

I’M AT MERCHANTS’ MEWS • 250 931 1113

at Merchants’ Mews

Brinkworthy community on the brink
by sharon bronstein

Last Wednesday Brink-
worthy residents spoke with 
heartfelt passion and elo-
quence at the second meeting 
concerning CRD-proposed 
ball fields that would abut 
their properties.  

All but one of the 50 resi-
dents in attendance stood up 
and expressed opposition to 
the proposal, some in tremu-
lous voices, some leaning on 
canes, some with shaking 
hands. The message was the 
same: “No, we do not want 
ball fields beside our homes.”

Brinkworthy, the most 
densely populated neigh-
bourhood in all of Salt Spring, 
has nearly 200 residents and 
is home to the largest popula-
tion of elders on the island.  

I have always thought of Salt 
Spring when I hear L’Arche 
founder, Jean Vanier’s quote: 
“The quality of a community 
is revealed in how it treats its 
most vulnerable members.” 
Salt Spring is a community of 
people that uphold deep val-
ues, care about one another 
and honour their elders. 
It benefits all of us when 
the elderly are treated with 
respect.

Here are a few examples of 
what Brinkworthy residents 
said at the meeting:

“We have worked our entire 
long lives to enjoy peace and 
quiet. We love our view to the 
open field and treasure our 
meditative time in our gar-
dens listening to birds chirp 
and the sounds of silence. 
Beer leagues are rowdy and it 
scares us. We do not want to 
hear car motors and logging 
trucks. We do not want con-
struction noises for years as 
the various ‘phases’ come in.”

“My life savings are invested 
in my home. I cannot move. 
There is no other place on 
Salt Spring that I can afford. 
No one is listening to me. The 
owls’ and herons’ needs are 
considered in the prelimi-
nary study. Are humans not a 

part of the environmental 
impact to be assessed here?”

“No has asked us what we 
need.”

The so-called “consulta-
tions” in truth offer a series 
of unappealing choices that 
the CRD is determined to 
impose: “Paved parking or 
trees cleared on this side of 
the field or the other?”

Each assurance from the 
CRD raised more anxiety. 
The only road for cars and 
buses is outside their doors, 
but residents are assured, 
“Don’t worry about ambu-
lances getting blocked by 
the crowds who are coming 
from off-island to see games. 
Don’t worry about vandals or 
drunkenness. Security will be 
considered much later. This is 
really just a conceptual model 
and we really cannot say what 
will happen at the end.”

The message was clear. The 
CRD can now tick the “con-
sultation” box off the list that 
the Islands Trust required of 
them and move forward. And 
the residents are powerless 
to stop them. However, their 
true concerns are not being 
addressed.

Public amenities should be 
accessed via main roads rath-
er than invading neighbour-
hood streets. Look at Portlock 
Park, the Rainbow Road pool 
and the golf course. Brinkwor-

thy residents will be forced to 
see their road widened and 
paved so hundreds of cars can 
get in more easily and speed 
past their wheelchairs and 
walkers to make it for the first 
inning. 

They should not be forced 
to have eight acres of trees 
logged next to them. They 
should not be forced to live 
with a mosquito-producing 
pond adjacent to their homes 
to provide water to the public 
bathrooms. Nor forced to hear 
crowd noise, every day in the 
spring and summer. 

One elderly woman stated 
that the Brinkworthy resi-
dents were being talked down 
to by the paid consultants and 
the manager of the project; 
that no one considers them 
seriously; that their needs are 
less important to the CRD 
than those of the younger 
generation. 

We are setting a poor exam-
ple for our youngsters when 
they learn that the elderly can 
be expected to sacrifice their 
quality of life to meet younger 
people’s recreational desires. 
This reinforces ageism and 
the notion that our seniors are 
second class citizens.

When asked about specific 
alternate locations, the CRD 
response was that $100,000 
was spent on reports for the 
current site already in addi-
tion to the non-refundable 
$25,000 deposit on the land. 
They were not interested in 
following up on alternatives 
as they have already too much 
invested in this site to explore 
other alternatives. These 
monies were allocated prior to 
any notification to stakehold-
ers and comes from our taxes. 

Many expensive assess-
ments and reports for this 
questionable proposal are 
required, which we will all be 
paying for in our taxes. 

The 15 acres belongs to the 
Agricultural Land Reserve 
(ALR). It is also the site of 
sacred headwaters (the meet-

ing of three streams). The Salt 
Spring Island Agricultural 
Advisory Committee recom-
mended strongly against 
changing the use of this land 
for non-essential services. 
There is almost no farming 
land like this one left in the 
ALR to provide water and 
food security. Clearly signs of 
imminent climate change are 
appearing. 

The CRD is applying to the 
Agricultural Land Commis-
sion (ALC), the provincial agri-
cultural committee, to over-
ride this local opinion and 
approve non-farm use for this 
land. Is it really a good idea to 
“Pave paradise and put up a 
parking lot” for the sake of a 
baseball field?  

We propose that the CRD 
curb their zeal to pull out the 
bulldozers and steam-roll 
ahead with this plan. Instead 
we ask that they make a com-
mitment to consider the other 
options available. Islands 
Trust owes it to the commu-
nity to insist on a real effort to 
find alternatives that will not 
destroy the quality of life for 
our most vulnerable members 
and will support food secu-
rity in these uncertain times. 
We propose taking the time 
to find a consensus solution 
to this issue where values on 
both sides are at stake. Nego-
tiated compromises do not 
resolve disputes of values. A 
win-win solution would align 
with the values of respect that 
islanders hold dear.

Please add your voice to 
this growing movement, by 
signing the online petition 
at: www.ipetitions.com/peti-
tion/support-brinkworthy. 

Express your support and 
receive the petition link at: 
friendsofbrinkworthy@gmail.
com.

The writer is a counsellor, 
retreat leader and mediator 
in private practice and has 
been living on Salt Spring for 
22 years.

INDEPTH

Paradox
In Canada we’ve a paradox, as plain as black and white’
Though pundits seem to disagree in stating it outright;
The fossil-fuel industry’s part of our GDP,
Promoting, selling, coal and oil, and even LNG;
With energy resource for sale, our economy is sound -
And therein lies the paradox - how do we change around?

But change around we have to do, our power must not    
pollute -

This is a matter widely known, not open to dispute.
Just take a look at Germany, to see a change of pace
Their power’s now in renewables, and oil has lost its place;
They’ve done it in a time-frame too, before their deadline 

nears,
This has to be much easier than it at first appears.

There was a manifesto* made, last fall it had its say -
How we could face the future in a non-pollutive way -
‘Twas  signed by the environmentists in Canada,
And served to show how public thought was keeping  

up to par.

We propose that 
the CRD curb their 
zeal to pull out 
the bulldozers and 
steam-roll ahead 
with this plan.

Yet money talks in media, although this all made sense,
And dim-wit writers hammered it, regardless of expense.

The future’s in renewables, look at the choice of things -
With solar, hydro, wind, the tides - all waiting in the 

wings;
And geothermal power as well, for which there’s lots of 

data -
From former BC Hydro studies, hopefully kept for later;
New Zealand’s had it many years, BC’s got several venue.
Where we could use it just as well to supplement the 

menu.

So that’s the paradox we’ve got, and unless you’re a 
romancer,

You’ll have to realize, with me, there’s only one good 
answer.

So when you hear a politician starting a debate,
And he starts sitting on the fence or to prevaricate,
Just shout him down; the voters want alternate energy;
And it is NOW we have to end this fossil-fuel spree!

* the “Leap Manifesto”.

By H. Barry Cotton

poetry
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ALL OUT SEPTIC
TANK PUMPING
250-537-8450
TANK LOCATING • DRAIN CLEANING 
INSPECTIONS

don’t forget 
pump your tank every 3-5 years
millscal@hotmail.com

BEST PRICE

here’s 
my card
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Vince Smythe Ph: 250-213-6316
info@smytheroofing.com Fax: 778-746-7310
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647 groomthatdog@gmail.com

10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

Flexible with 
your 

ferry schedule
}

Call for 
an 

appointment
}
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Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

250-538-8316
 www.SaltSpringRE.com  •  saltspring@yahoo.com  

It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island Representative for
One Percent realty

Scott Simmons

Incorporation group offers update
Feedback items 
analyzed

by mark aston
C h a i r ,  S a l t  S p r i n g  I n c o r p o r a t i o n 

S t u d y  C o m m i t t e e

What We Did with 
What You Told Us

The Incorporation Study 
Committee took the commu-
nity feedback collected start-
ing the fall of 2015 through to 
Feb. 14, 2016 and sorted the 
feedback into categories. In 
all, there were over 700 piec-
es of feedback received and 
analyzed. All of this feedback 
will be included as an appen-
dix to the final report; some 
has already been posted on 
the website.

Given this amount of 
material, the ISC could not 
respond individually to all 
items. Rather, our response 
was by category. Both the cat-
egories themselves, and the 
actions subsequently taken 
by your committee, are sum-
marized below.

Feedback for Final 
Report

By far, the largest category 
of feedback related directly 
to the preliminary report. 
We received 330 pieces of 
feedback and suggestions 
on a variety of topics not 
addressed in other feedback 
categories described below, 
to be considered for the final 
report. 

Sixty-three of these items 
related to content that was 
already addressed in the 
report, which the ISC con-

firmed with the consultant. 
The remainder of the feed-
back in this category has 
been forwarded to the con-
sulting firm for its review 
and inclusion, to the extent 
appropriate.

In addition to the commu-
nity-supplied feedback, the 
ISC undertook its own thor-
ough analysis of the prelimi-
nary report, including identi-
fying opportunities and rec-
ommendations to make the 
final document easier to read 
and understand.

Roads
We received 60 ques-

tions and pieces of feedback 
related to roads, including 
condition, capital and main-
tenance costs, and respon-
sibilities for maintenance. 
This is obviously a signifi-
cant subject for the commit-
tee, as well as for the com-
munity at large.

In response, the ISC suc-
cessfully lobbied for both the 
additional funding and the 
time required to conduct an 
independent road condition 
assessment (RCA), a study 
which is now underway.  The 
ISC incorporated a number 
of suggestions received from 
the community as it formu-
lated this study’s terms of 
reference.  

ISC will also will provide 
the community with oppor-
tunities to give input on the-
draft RCA report, and will 
continue to insist the Prov-
ince recognize its financial 
responsibility, past and pres-
ent, for road upgrades and 
maintenance. 

Questions as Regards 
Other Municipalities

There were 42 pieces of 
feedback asking questions 
or expressing concerns 
regarding Bowen Island and 
other municipalities as com-
pared to SSI. 

The ISC has directed the 
consultant to undertake a 
cost and tax change com-
parison between Salt Spring, 
which had voted not to 
incorporate in 2002, with 
Bowen Island and two other 
recently incorporated com-
munities. 

Unfortunately, following 
extensive consideration, the 
committee was unable to 
identify reliable information 
available on how satisfied 
or dissatisfied Bowen Island 
residents are now with the 
decision to incorporate 
made 17 years ago.

Impact on Salt 
Spring’s “culture”

We received 20 pieces of 
feedback expressing con-
cerns or calling for an assess-
ment of the potential impacts 
of incorporation on Salt 
Spring’s “culture.” Even some 
of those submitting this feed-
back acknowledged the chal-
lenge of trying to undertake 
such an assessment; how-
ever, the terms of reference 
for our committee do specify 
that “social” implications 
of incorporation should be 
included in the analysis. As 
such, the committee contin-
ues to consider what would 
be a reasonable response to 
this category of requests. 

Beyond our mandate
We received 82 pieces of 

feedback on matters that fell 
outside what we were estab-
lished to consider. The most 
common were concerns about 
the impact of incorporation on 
the Islands Trust, and whether 
there are other governance 
options we could consider. 
As this category of feedback 
was outside our mandate, 
we limited our response to a 
few quick and simple actions 
that we could carry out which 
might be helpful. We then for-
warded this feedback to the 
Ministry of Community, Sport 
and Cultural Development 
and, to the extent appropriate, 
to the Islands Trust for com-
ment should they so desire.

Suggestions for the 
Committee 

We received 30 pieces of 
feedback dealing with sug-
gested procedural actions the 
committee should take. We 
have accepted some of these 
suggestions, including estab-
lishing and publishing the 
committee’s criteria for rec-
ommending a referendum, 
and will consider other recom-
mendations as we plan future 
public events.

The committee appreci-
ates the community’s ongoing 
involvement and feedback, 
and acknowledges the variety 
of opinions that exist on this 
important subject. As such we 
are making every effort to treat 
each submission with respect 
and consideration.

The committee also received 
114 comments and opinions 
not requiring a response.

Transgender people need human rights
By Monik Nordine

The following letter was sent to 
Suzanne Anton, Attorney General of 
British Columbia and Minister of Jus-
tice.

Dear Ms Anton,
I was interested in your comment in 

the Times Colonist on Thursday, April 
28 at the press conference held at the 
BC Legislature the day before.  In that 
comment you stated, “Transgender 
people are already protected from dis-
crimination [by the BC Human Rights 
Code] on the basis of sex.”

According to the American Psychiat-
ric Association’s Diagnostic and Statis-
tical Manual of Mental Disorders many 
people who have gender identities 
and/or gender expressions that don’t 
fall into the category of either male or 
female, or whose gender identities or 
gender expressions differ from their 
sex, can easily suffer from something 
known as gender dysphoria.  Gender 
dysphoria is unhappiness.  An unhap-
piness that can lead to depression, self-
harm and even suicide.  An estimated 
40 per cent of people who identify as 
transgender have attempted suicide at 
some time in their lives. The question 
I would invite you to ask is, “why?” My 
guess is discrimination.  If, as stated, 

the purpose of the BC Human Rights 
Code is “to foster a society in British 
Columbia in which there are no imped-
iments to full and free participation in 
the economic, social, political and cul-
tural life of British Columbia,” then why 
are transgendered youth from various 
parts of the province showing up on the 
steps of the legislature asking for help? 

The BC Human Rights Code pro-
tects citizens on the following bases: 
race, colour, ancestry, place of origin, 
religion, marital status, family status, 
physical or mental disability, sex, sex-
ual orientation or age of that person or 
that group or class of persons.  Gender 
identity is missing from the list. Do the 
people who are not on this list have 
the same rights as the people on the 
list? The British Columbians not on this 
list are, for instance, people who are 
transgender, gender variant or gender 
fluid (who identify as neither male nor 
female, or who are identify as either 
male or female). For this group we don’t 
even have accurate statistics in terms of 
census data or vital statistics because 
in order to register for a drivers’ licence 
or for a BC Care Card you must check 
either the “male” or “female” box.  In 
order to fill out a census form you 
must also check either the “male” or 
the “female” box.  Even at the doctors’ 
office you must also check one of only 

two boxes. You say that transgendered 
people have the same rights under the 
BC Human Rights Code, but yet they 
are not on the list. So now I am asking 
you to be a decent person and do the 
right thing by adding gender identity to 
the list. It really wouldn’t be such a bur-
den on you, would it, just to be kind?

I had a conversation just this morn-
ing with an employee at Revenue Ser-
vices of British Columbia regarding 
my child’s BC Health Care card.  My 
transgender child recently had a legal 
name change. His name is now a boy’s 
name as opposed to the girl’s name I 
gave him at birth.  His gender is male, 
his sex is female. The employee I spoke 
to didn’t know the difference between 
sex and gender. When I fill out the Cen-
sus Canada form I received in the mail 
there is no box for my child. 

My tax dollars pay your salary. Please 
stop discriminating against transgen-
der and gender variant people and 
help to stop the discrimination against 
transgender and gender variant people 
at all levels of administration by add-
ing gender identity into the BC Human 
Rights Code. Is it really so much to ask?

The writer teaches saxophone, jazz 
combo and ear training through the 
Camosun College Professional School at 
the Victoria Conservatory of Music.
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 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House 
Museum. 
Open Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 
through June 30 at the 
Farmers’ Institute grounds. 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Learn How to Write Your 
Advance Directive. 
A presentation by the Salt 
Spring chapter of Dying With 
Dignity. Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 1:30 to 3 p.m. 
Free Genealogy Research. 
Family History Library is open 
Wednesdays at the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints on Vesuvius Bay 
Road from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Film Screening: Alive 
Inside. 
A joyous cinematic exploration 
of music’s capacity to reawak-
en our souls and uncover the 
deepest parts of our human-
ity. Part of SS Hospice’s End of 
the Reel film series. Following 
the film Michelle and Laura 
from Victoria will share their 
experience with the Music and 
Memory program at their resi-
dential care facility. Questions 
will be encouraged. Salt 
Spring Library Program Room. 
7 to 9:30 p.m. 
Poker. 
Hosted by Albert and Rebekah 
every Wednesday at the 
Legion lounge at 7 p.m. (Note 
location change. This event 
was previously held at The 
Local.) 
SongJam.
On hiatus tonight and May 25. 

Thur. May 19
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Richard Cross.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
Cicela Mansson, 
Arthur Rowe and 
Luanne Katz. 
Cicela, Arthur and Luanne 
return to the ArtSpring stage 
to share some of their favou-
rite music. ArtSpring. 7:30 
p.m. 
Open Mic Night. 
At Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Awaken Yoga. 
This is a special class for 
the learning and practice 
of “Aquarian Sadhana.” Salt 
Spring Island Wellness Centre. 
5 a.m. Info: 250-653-4867, or 
www.shannoncowan.com.
Bittancourt House 
Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.
Medication Safety 
Awareness Workshop. 
Free workshop with tips for 
ensuring safe and effec-
tive use of medications. 
Presented by Seniors Wellness 
Program at the Portlock Park 
portable. 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Complimentary light lunch 
included. Please RSVP to 250-
537-4607. 
Dance Temple Thursdays. 
A lightly facilitated commu-
nity gathering to tune in, join 
in, celebrate, meditate and 
unwind. Beaver Point Hall. 7 
to 9 p.m. 

Fri. May 20 

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Sky Valley Jazz.
Live at The Oystercatcher Bar 
& Grill. 6 to 9 p.m. 
The Barefoot Thieves.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
The Coalition. 
Rock/dance band at Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m.  
The Ducks. 
Live band at The Local. 5 to 
8 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES  
Bittancourt House 
Museum. 
See Wednesday listing. 
Art Show Opening: 
David Wisdom.
David Wisdom presents 
London Belongs To Me, 
Photographs and more, at 
the new Fault Line Projects 
Exhibition space at 3106 Grace 
Point Square. 5 to 8 p.m.
Art Show Opening: 
Gillean Proctor.
Exhibit called Great Guitars by 
photographer Gillean Proctor 
at Gallery 8. 5 to 8 p.m. 
SS Forum Presents Monia 
Mazigh: Muslim Women in 
Canada. 
Author and human rights 
advocate Dr. Monia Mazigh 
speaks at ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m. 

Sat. May 21 
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Barley Brothers. Every 
Saturday at The Local. 3 to 6 
p.m. 
Sky Valley Jazz. Live at The 
Oystercatcher Bar & Grill. 6 to 
9 p.m. 
Duck Creak. Live music at the 
Tree House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
Doug & the Thugs and 
Happy Daze. Live bands at 
The Legion. Doug & the Thugs 
at 7:15 p.m. and Happy Daze at 
8:30 p.m. Happy Daze is doing 
a whole set of Grease songs. 
Legion Lounge. 7:15 p.m.
Helix Dance Theatre. 
Vancouver Island dance theatre 
group presents ‘fusion & Form’ 
show at ArtSpring. 8 p.m.  
Dope Soda. Live ska/reggae 
band at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Round Salt Spring Sailing 
Race. Boats leave from Ganges 
Harbour at 10 a.m. 
Challenge Cup Soccer 
Tourney. Games to watch on 
major Salt Spring soccer fields. 
All day.
Book Launch: Bruce 
Williams.  Former Salt Spring 
resident Bruce Williams talks 
about his new book called Was 
it Worth it: Mill Farm Salt Spring 
Island. SS Library Program Rom. 
10 a.m.  
Book Launch: Gregory Ast 
& R. Bruce Logan. Double 
book launch of two Salt Spring 
authors: Gregory Ast with 
Carey’s Trade, and R. Bruce 
Logan with Finding Lien. SS 
Library Program Room. 1 p.m.

Sat. May 21 
  ACTIVITIES

Uncover Inuit Art. 
Lecture on Inuit art by Ian 
Sigvaldason from 1 to 1:30 p.m., 
and an invitation to bring your 
Inuit art pieces to Pegasus Gallery 
for discussion with Fraser Hope 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Part of Uncover 
Inuit Art - Art and Artefacts from 
the 19th century to the 21st 
century exhibit running at the 
gallery. 
Art pening - ‘New Work.’
Featuring Paul Burke, Anna 
Gustafson and Sofia Burke, three 
artists from one family who work 
in different mediums showing 
together for the first time. Duthie 
Gallery. 5 to 8 p.m.

Sun. May 22 
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sky Valley Jazz.
Live at The Oystercatcher Bar & 
Grill. 6 to 9 p.m. 
Bobfest.
Live music from various local 
artists celebrating Bob Dylan’s 
75th birthday. Tree House Cafe. 
6 to 10 p.m.
Ange Hehr. 
Live music at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES  
Live Ballet Broadcast: 
Frankenstein. 
Co-production of the Royal 
Ballet and the San Francisco 
Ballet. ArtSpring. 10 a.m. 

Mon. May 23 
 ACTIVITIES

Challenge Cup Soccer 
Tourney.
Final games at GISS fields.

Tue. May 24
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Transportation 
Commission.
Regular business meeting at 
special place and date. Salt 
Spring Library Program Room. 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Angela Cheng Piano 
Concert. 
Program includes Haydn C 
Major Sonata, Beethoven 110 
and Chopin Polonaise Fantasy in 
A Major. ArtSpring. Garry Oaks 
Winery tasting 6:30 p.m., show 
starts at 7:30. 

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Incorporation 
Study Committee. 
Meeting at Lions Hall. 4 to 7 
p.m. Public welcome. 

Wed. May 25
 ACTIVITIES

Transition Salt Spring AGM. 
Annual general meeting at 
Portlock Park portable. 10 a.m.  
Bittancourt House 
Museum. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
Film Screening of Solace: 
Wisdom of the Dying. 
From Camille Adair’s intimate 
experiences with people facing 
the end of their lives. Part of 
SS Hospice’s End of the Reel 
film series. Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 7 p.m. 
Salt Spring Garden Club.
With guest speaker Bill Terry, 
author of The Carefree Garden: 
Letting Nature Play Her Part. 
Meaden Hall. 7 p.m.
New Work - Artists’ Talk.
Featuring Paul Burke, 
Anna Gustafson and Sofia 
Burke. Duthie Gallery. 7:30 p.m.
Free Genealogy Research. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Poker.
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
SongJam. 
On hiatus tonight.

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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  CINEMA

• The Jungle Book — A live-action/CGI film about Mowgli, an orphaned human boy who, 
guided by his animal guardians, sets out on a journey of self-discovery while evading the 
threatening Shere Khan.
• A Hologram for the King — Starring Tom Hanks. A businessman sent to Saudi Arabia to close 
the deal of a lifetime Fights local customs and bureaucracy, eventually finding help from a wise-
cracking taxi driver and a beautiful Saudi doctor.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art presents Uncover Inuit Art - Art and Artefacts from 
the 19th century to the 21st century from May 20 through June 26, with special events 
on Saturday, May 21: Lecture on Inuit Art by Ian Sigvaldason from 1 to 1:30 p.m.; 
Uncover your Inuit Art Story with Fraser Hope: bring in your Inuit art piece. 
• Gallery 8 presents Great Guitars, an exhibition of photographs by Gillean Proctor, 
beginning with an opening reception on Friday, May 20, 5 to 8 p.m., and running daily 
through June 3.

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Thurs. May 26th 3pm matinee 
and 7pm. Advance tickets 

at the cinema 6-7pm Fri.-Tues.

 National
Theatre
 Live

HaNgmeN 

May 20th to 24th Fri. to Tues. 7pm 
Sun. 3 matinee and 7pm.

1hr 45 mins
Rating: PG

A HOLOGRAM
FOR THE KING

Starts Friday May 27th

STARRING 
TOM HANKS

• David Wisdom presents London Belongs To Me, photographs and more, at the new 
Fault Line Projects exhibition space at 3106 Grace Point Square. Opens Friday, May 20 
from 5 to 8 p.m. and continues until the end of June. 
• Duthie Gallery presents New Work, featuring three artists from one family showing 
together for the first time: Anna Gustafson, Paul Burke and Sofia Burke. An open-
ing reception is set for Saturday, May 21 from 5 to 8 p.m., and an artists’ talk takes place 
Wednesday, May 25 at 7:30.
• Contemplations on Nature and Spirit, mandala and abstract paintings by Dara 
Clayden is in the library program room through May.
• KiZmit Galeria/Cafe shows Susan Haigh’s acrylic and oil paintings of wildflowers 
through May. Open Thursdays through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.-ish.
• The Mardi Mob Collective presents Island Faces — Portraits from Life in the 
ArtSpring lobby areas in the month of May. 
• Salt Spring Gallery artists have work hanging in Island Savings. 
• Megan Manning has photographs at Salt Spring Coffee Company Cafe in May.
• SOLID shows African art by Louise Adele. 

PAGE 23PAGE 23PAGE 23

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
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www.driftwoodgul� slands
media.com/calendar/

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
view our online 

comprehensive interactive 
calendar of events listings

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
we are YOUR go-to-place for 

everything happening on Salt Spring

www.driftwoodgul� slandsmedia.com/calendar/

Bike to Work Week 

May 30th–June 6th 
Register through  

www.biketowork.ca  
on the Salt Spring/Gulf Islands page 

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  May 18   What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

Bike to Work Week
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Notice of Intention to 
Issue a Park Use Permit

Per Section 20 of the Park Act, this advertisement 
serves as notice that the Ministry of Environment 
(BC Parks) intends to issue a park use permit(s) for 
the following purpose(s):

Name of Park Activity

Gowlland Tod, Montague 
Harbour Marine, Mt. Erskine Guided Hiking

If you have any questions concerning 
this notification, please contact the 
Ministry of Environment Regional 

Office at 250 391-2315.

Income Tax
CANADIAN & AMERICAN

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT

Fulford Village Office

PH: 250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.

APPROVED

TOURISM

Organizers gear up for memorable Tour des Îles 2016
June festival celebrates 
Gulf Islands connections 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Planning is well underway for the 
second annual Tour des Îles, a three-
day inter-island celebration set for 
June 24, 25 and 26.

“There will be fun things to do 
organized on each of the islands,” 
said Darryl Martin, chair of the Salt 
Spring Community Economic Devel-
opment Commission.

Martin leads the newly formed Sal-
ish Sea Inter-island Transportation 
Society. The group has been estab-
lished to facilitate the Tour des Îles 
experience and encourage broader 
public participation. For a $20 fee, 
society members can hop aboard 
any of the many passenger-only 

boats that will ply the waters between 
the Gulf Islands during the festival. 
Shuttle buses and special activities 
will offer visitors the chance to expe-
rience life on another island for a 

change. 
“The purpose is to allow residents 

and visitors to experience all these 
islands in a short time,” Martin said. 
“This will hopefully start the process 

of establishing a passenger, bike and 
goods transport system to enable 
stronger economic and social links 
between these islands.”

The initiative is a joint venture 
hosted by the Salt Spring and South-
ern Gulf Islands electoral areas and 
private donations.

Salt Spring transportation hubs 
will be based at Fernwood Dock (for 
travel to and from Galiano Island) 
and Ganges Harbour for travel to 
and from North Pender Island). More 
details about activities and travel 
options will become available in the 
coming weeks.

The 2015 event drew hundreds of 
people to activities on the fi ve South-
ern Gulf Islands. The list of experienc-
es included concerts, arts and crafts, 
farmers’ markets, wine tastings, hik-
ing, golfi ng and much more.

David Howe, electoral area direc-

tor for the Southern Gulf Islands, said 
this year’s event is shaping up to be 
even more successful. He’s optimis-
tic the project will reconnect island-
ers and stimulate activity across the 
entire region.

“The Tour des Îles is an innova-
tive initiative to restore the social and 
economic fabric of the Southern Gulf 
Islands that was once inter connected 
but has suffered over the years due 
to service cuts and fare increases,” 
Howe said. “We hope this tour will 
showcase the islands and spark peo-
ple’s imaginations about how this 
region could use innovative, low-car-
bon transportation options to get vis-
itors and locals to and between these 
magnifi cent islands that make British 
Columbia the envy of the world.”

Further details about how to get 
involved in the 2016 Tour des Îles are 
available at www.gulfi slands.org.

IDEAS

Human rights heroine speaks at Forum
Monia Mazigh at ArtSpring 
this Friday

BY JULIAN PAQUETTE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Maher Arar was abducted at New 
York’s JFK Airport in 2002 while trav-
elling home to Ottawa after a vacation 
in Tunisia. The CIA took the Syrian-
born Canadian citizen to Syria, where 
he was imprisoned without charge 
and tortured.

These events presented his wife — 
Monia Mazigh —with a very difficult 
choice. She could keep quiet, raise 
her children, and hope for her hus-
band’s release. Or she could speak out 
and fight for justice. 

Mazigh chose to defend her hus-
band, human rights, and the Canada 
that she wanted to live in — the Cana-
da she envisioned she was immigrat-
ing to when she was twenty years old. 
She worked tirelessly to raise aware-
ness of Arar’s plight, to have him 
returned to Canada, and then to clear 
his name. She succeeded on all fronts, 
and in so doing, exposed a secret US 
policy for the entire world to see. 

“ E x t r a o r d i n a r y  r e n d i t i o n”  — 
defined as government-sponsored 
abduction involving the transfer of a 
person from one country to anoth-

er country — is a clear violation of 
international law. Yet in the wake of 
Sept. 11, 2001, the George W. Bush 
administration took this approach to 
hundreds of people, including Arar. 
He might well have died in Syria but 
for the vigorous campaign mounted 
by Mazigh, who turned his plight into 
an international news story.

Later, a Canadian judicial enquiry 
found that Arar had no connections 
whatsoever with terrorism. Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper formally 
apologized to him on behalf of the 
Canadian government, as did the 
Judiciary Committee of the US Senate 
on behalf of the United States. 

Mazigh has since authored a mem-
oir called Hope and Despair (2008). 
She has continued her  work on 
human rights as the National Coor-
dinator of the International Civil 
Liberties Monitoring Group. And she 
has written two novels: Mirrors and 
Mirages, which tells the stories of four 
Muslim women from different walks 
of life living in Canada, and Du pain 
et du jasmine, about the events of the 
Arab Spring.

Mazigh holds a Ph.D. from McGill 
University and is uniquely qualified 
to speak about  incredibly difficult 
and topical subjects including refu-
gees, the niqab, Bill C-51, and the 

balance between security and human 
rights.

Please join the Salt Spring Forum 
in discussion with Mazigh on Friday, 
May 20 at at ArtSpring. 

HEART AND STROKE FOUNDATION

Big Bike rolls back onto Salt Spring
The Heart and Stroke Foundation’s biggest fundrais-

ing event of the year stops in Ganges on Friday, May 27.
“By fundraising and taking a seat on the Big Bike, you 

can be in the spotlight and have a blast riding the biggest 
bike in Canada,” said Janice Krall, Vancouver Island Area 
Manager for the Heart and Stroke Foundation. “You will 
also help create more survivors coast to coast by sup-

porting life-saving research on heart disease and stroke.”
Teams representing Salt Spring businesses and orga-

nizations will make two circuits through Ganges village 
to honour pledges and raise awareness of heart disease 
and stroke.

For more information or to register, please visit www.
bigbike.ca

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO  

Pender Island’s Sea Star Vineyards was one of the places to hold Tour Des 
Iles events in 2015.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Monia Mazigh, human rights advocate 
and wife of Maher Arar, makes a visit to 
the Salt Spring Forum on May 20.
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HealthYOUR

for 2016

BOX 210 GANGES P.O. SALT SPRING 
ISLAND B.C. V8K 2V9

Dr. Wm. E. Lea
All Aspects of General & Family Dentistry including:

• Highly Effective Hygiene Program
• TMJ Joint Pain

New patients & 
emergencies welcome

 (250) 537-4141

Free prescription delivery 
Monday - Friday

L I V E  W E L L  W I T H

OpEn MOn.-SaT, 9-6  /  Sun & HOLIday MOn. 11-5

DOWNTOWN 250-537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN 250-538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

Classes For All Levels
Classes For Beginners

Rejuvenating Retreats *SSI *Tofino
*Mexico *Tuscany *Spain

Visit my website for class schedules & retreat info
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

250-537-7675 

2016 Retreats & Classes
with Dorothy 

May 20 – 23, 2016  Yoga on the Farm, SSI
June 17 – 20, 2016 Yoga at the Beach (nr Tofino) 

August 15 – 21, 2016 Yoga on the Farm, SSI 
“Deepen your practice” (6 nights)

October 7 – 9, 2016 Yoga on the Farm, SSI 

~ YOGA & WALKING IN SPAIN ~
September 10 - 17, 2016

The beautiful mountains of Austurias; northern Spain’s best 
kept secret and home to our perfect mountain retreat. This 
week-long retreat with Dorothy will combine daily yoga, 
pranayama and meditation with guided, daily walking. 

Surrounded by dramatic peaks, scenic gorges and crystal 
clear rivers, the walking paths are well worn and are not 

difficult. All Levels Yoga.

~ YOGA & WALKING IN TUSCANY ~
September 24 - October 1, 2016

4th year in this location! Our home for a week is a beautiful 
Tuscan Villa on a hill top with magnificent views of forests, 

vineyards, olive groves and mountains in the distance. 
Located just 10 km from the charming medieval city of 

Lucca. Daily yoga, pranayama and meditation. Day-trips will 
be offered to beautiful nearby villages and to the famous 

Cinque Terre region. All Levels Yoga.

~ 2016  SPRING/SUMMER SCHEDULE ~
MONDAY - 4:30pm – 6:00 pm  
All levels; Location:  SS Centre of 

Yoga, 355 Blackburn Road 

TUESDAY - 9:30 am – 10:45 am   
All levels; SS Wellness Centre, 

120 Hereford Ave, Ganges

TUESDAY - 5:00pm – 6:00pm   
Slow Flow ; SS Centre of Yoga, 

355 Blackburn Road

WEDNESDAY - 
9:00am – 10:30am   

All levels
Stowel Lake Farm, 
190 Reynolds Road

THURSDAY - 
4:30pm – 6:00 pm  

All levels
 SS Centre of Yoga,  

355 Blackburn Road

CELEBRATIONS

Sparkfest celebration returns with music and laughs
Pass it On fundraiser and 
party May 26

BY FIONA PIRIE
P A S S  I T  O N  M E N T O R S H I P  P R O G R A M

Community  members  are 
encouraged to support the Pass It 
On mentorship program by com-
ing to Sparkfest Thursday, May 26 
at Barb’s Bakery and Bistro.

Live music, a silent auction, 
and inevitable fits of laugh-
ter: what better way to spend a 
Thursday evening? Sparkest is 
fast approaching and it has all 
of those things and more. This 
inspiring evening is how we fun-
draise for our program. Kate Nash 
facilitates and runs this undeni-
ably impactful program through 

SWOVA, and aims to empower 
and unite young women at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School. 

As high school students, we 
often feel divided from our peers 
by a silly unspoken rule or bina-
ry; as if who we hang out with 
or what we look like should dic-
tate who we can talk to. I under-
stand that birds of a feather flock 
together, but don’t opposites also 
attract? Even if you know noth-
ing about a person you pass in 
the hallway, it is all too easy to 
make an assumption or judge-
ment about them which often is 
very untrue. Pass It On helps to 
deter that attitude. 

A group of high school girls 
from different walks of life, with 
different hobbies and initia-

tives, who hang out with differ-
ent people, who have different 
styles, get together every Tuesday 
after school to share and discuss 
the challenges we face as young 
women. Believe it or not, we all 
face the same hardships no mat-
ter how different we seem to be.

Kate works with the group col-
lectively to encourage strong 
mentorship and ambassadorship 

which we carry into the relation-
ships we form with our buddies.

Our buddies are a very diverse 
group of middle school girls. The 
two groups are paired off so that 
everyone has a new friend for the 
year and (hopefully) for years to 
come. Our goal is to make the 
transition from middle school to 
high school as easy as possible for 
our little buddies, as it’s a daunt-
ing time and a bigger leap than 
one might expect. I was fortu-
nate enough to be a little buddy, 
and it helped me more than you 
could imagine. That was nearly 
three years ago and yet I am still 
very close with my mentor today. 
Now, I get to be a mentor for a 
Grade 8 girl, and I hope we are 
fortunate enough to continue 

out our friendship after this pro-
gram ends. I also hope, more than 
anything else, that this program 
will continue next year and for 
many years to come. To do this, we 
need funding raised by our annual 
Sparkfest. 

If you want to simultaneously 
support this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram while enjoying inspiring 
music from Marta of e.s.l., Billie 
Woods and Julia Beattie, Trinity 
Forbes, and The Wild Romantics, 
then Sparkfest is the place for you! 
Tickets are at Barb’s in advance or 
at the door. Snacks and drinks will 
be available for purchase. 

All ticket and silent auction pro-
ceeds go to the Pass It On program 
and enable the empowerment of 
young women.

WORKSHOPS

Editing turns 
straw to gold

Lorraine Gane hosts workshop
 
Writers, editors, artists, and anyone else seeking 

ways to enhance the cohesiveness and clarity of 
their writing are invited to a self-editing workshop 
with writer/editor Lorraine Gane Saturday, May 28 
at the library.

“Participants will come away with some practi-
cal tools and techniques, as well as new perspec-
tives on editing,” said Gane, who has worked as 
an editor for magazines, book publishers, and 
individual writers for more than thirty years. “My 
approach allows for greater creativity and enjoy-
ment, which becomes alchemical so the gold of 
the writing is left on the page.”

Gane will talk about finding the natural overall 
shape for writing of all kinds, then focus on spe-
cifics, such as ways to sharpen and strengthen 
sentences, word precision, and punctuation. Writ-
ers will have the chance to apply what they learn 
by editing a page of their own writing during the 
workshop.

Gane is the author of numerous articles and 
essays, as well as six poetry collections and chap-
books, among them The Blue Halo (Leaf Press, 
2014), The Way the Light Enters (Black Moss Press, 
2014), and Beauty and Beyond: Songs of Small 
Mercies. She is completing a book on writing, 
among other projects. She also mentors writers 
through retreats, online courses and manuscript 
development.

For more information or to register, contact 
Gane at lorrainegane@shaw.ca,  250-537-5294 or 
www.lorrainegane.com.

I was fortunate enough 
to be a little buddy, and it 
helped me more than you 
could imagine.

photo b Phil Goodger

Salt Spring writer and editor Lorraine Gane will 
share her skills at a May 28 workshop
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You could receive a cash reward of up to $2000.

Strong Action For 
Safer Communities

 $450,000 to support Crime Stoppers’ proven Cash for Tips on Illegal Firearms and to promote 
awareness of the Gang Tip Line 

 Enhancement of the End Gang Life Program

 More outreach to youth

 More police, with the addition of two 10-person teams 

 New Office of Crime Reduction and Gang Outreach

 Illegal Firearms Task Force

A three-year, $23-million commitment by the Government of B.C. builds on the Guns and Gangs 
Strategy with the B.C. Anti-Gang Unit, RCMP and Crime Stoppers to support B.C. communities to 
prevent gang and gun violence. Key elements include:

2016_Crime Stopper Print_Horizontal.7colx98.indd   1 2016-05-06   1:03 PM

Belonging is important - of course - but to what? 
Adrienne Clarkson, the lat-

est famous person to visit Salt 
Spring Island, talked about citi-
zenship and belonging. I lis-
tened, read her book (“Belong-
ing”), and found lots of connec-
tions with stuff I had mulled over 
a while ago.

We are social animals, she 
said, a simple truth with great 
consequences. Belonging, the 
link between the person and the 
group, is more complicated than 
you’d think. From years of par-
ticipation in Canadian national 
affairs, Ms. Clarkson concludes 
that the bigger and more varied 
(inclusive) the collective, the less 
we can rely on personal contact 
and shared experience to bind 
us together. We have to lean ever 
more heavily on mutual accep-
tance of broad principles like 
the right of free speech, rules of 
negotiation and on civil behav-
iour by everyone most of the 
time.

The naturalist in me wondered 
if the lifeways of wolf packs, orca 
pods, elephant herds and chim-
panzee societies could give use-
ful perspectives. They all need 
to be glued together. It turns out 
that they rely on spatial bound-
aries (defended territories or 
just familiar features carried in 
adult memory); frequent con-
tact and shared experiences; and 

genetically selected rules of 
behaviour. In all cases the group, 
often an extended family plus 
a few others, is between 20 and 
200 individuals, vastly smaller 
than human collectives these 
days. 

Human societies were held 
together in much the same way 
for 250,000 years or so. Very 
recently, farming fostered bigger 
communities and regular trade, 
which brought strangers into our 
daily lives. 

We might have continued to 
organize society so that the pri-
mary collective was the city with 
its neighbouring countryside, 
as with ancient Athens, Sparta, 
Carthage and Venice. Instead, 
the felt need for power propelled 
us toward empire and nation-
hood. The unit needing coher-
ence grew very big. Face to face 
contacts, mutual experiences, 
and genetically based behav-
iours couldn’t (and can’t) cope 
with the stresses. 

Today we often feel like strang-
ers in a strange land. We can 
be brainwashed as children to 
chant abstract slogans, even to 
feel an ersatz patriotism for a 
nation, but rarely have real expe-
riences to give them substance. 
As a lad, I put my hand over my 
heart and recited, “I pledge alle-
giance . . . ” Eighty years later I 
still haven’t set foot on half of 
the 50 states nor shaken hands 
with more than one out of every 
100,000 fellow citizens.

Ms. Clarkson never questions 
that we owe primary allegiance 
to a nation, no matter how 
trivial or venal the reasons for 
its boundaries, no matter how 
unlike ourselves almost every-
one else may be, and no matter 
how little we know of the com-
munity and countryside we are 
asked to embrace. She admon-
ishes us that emotions l ike 
friendship and love have mini-
mal value in keeping us together. 
We have to coolly accept “oth-
ers,” acknowledge mutual rights, 
and construct elaborate legal 
and political systems to navigate 
differences. Belonging is a head-
trip. No wonder we careen from 
dispute to dispute.

Joe Akerman, on-stage host 
for Ms. Clarkson and a First 
Nations man, suggested that we 
might come to understand, act 

consciously within and even-
tually belong to, a region. His 
example was his home region, 
the  Sal ish  Sea.  ( You could 
stretch its north and south ends 
and call it Cascadia.) 

Similarly, Jeanette Armstrong, 
of the Okanagan First Nation, 
wrote in YES magazine about 
belonging to a home region. To 
her, belonging means that she 
and the land dream each other, 
imagine and remember each 
other. Together, person and land 
make a new unit, as if they were 

tufts of wool rubbed together to 
make a strong yarn. The body, 
emotions, intellect and spirit 
take up the task together.

Ms. Clarkson and Armstrong 
both strive to define and live 
“belonging.” It’s hard to imagine 
two paths more different. We are 
stuck with nationhood for now, 
although we don’t have to strug-
gle to make a virtue of it. We 
need the nation mostly because 
that’s what everybody else has 
in international jockeying. At 
home, the unit I call a home 
region could be emphasized. 
When I think of these regions 
I think of city and country — 
culture and nature — in some 
sort of interactive balance, big 
enough to give full scope and 
challenge to lives lived within 
them, reducing the extravagant 
“otherness” that nations now 
struggle to negotiate.

It isn’t a new thought. Every 
one of us identifies with one 
or two regions where we grew 
up or spent memorable years, 
and these often are geographic, 
not political. “I’m a prairie girl.” 
“I’m from the Maritimes.” “My 
heart is still in the Lake coun-
try.” A bit of time and attention 
could expand those bonds of 
feelings into realms of individu-
al and communal action. Then, 
we could belong.

connections

Bob
Weeden

Today we often feel like 
strangers in a strange 
land. We can be brain-
washed as children to 
chant abstract slogans, 
even to feel an ersatz 
patriotism for a nation, 
but rarely have real 
experiences to give 
them substance. 
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https://www.crd.bc.ca/docs/default-source/emergency-
pdf/ssi-wildfire-evacuation-checklist.pdf?sfvrsn=2

REVISED
for may 18

EVACUATION 101

There are four ways in which an evacuation 
can be started.
1.  You see fire in your area - you immediately evacuate.
2.  A responder (RCMP or Search and Rescue are 

knocking on your door asking you to evacuate).
3.  The Emergency Program will initate a call out via 

the POD program to advise residents that they should 
either evacuate or be ready to evacuate.

4.  You may receive evacuation 
information  via  broadcasting or 
social media.  On SSI it would 
be Salt Spring Island Exchange, 
Driftwood or Facebook pages for 
the Emergency Program or SSI 
Fire/Rescue.

Machine Piles
Backyard Burns

Incinerators

Machine Piles
Backyard Burns
Machine Piles

Backyard Burns
Incinerators

�

Culling all cars . . . . pondering an auto-free lifestyle
Any customer can have a car 

painted any colour that he wants. 
As long as it is black.

 ~ Henry Ford

I grew up believing that Henry 
Ford invented the automobile. 
Not true. A pair of gents, Karl 
Benz and Gottlieb Daimler, beat 
him by more than two decades. 
The two Germans independently 
produced “gas-powered carriag-
es” in 1886, 22 years before Ford’s 
inaugural Model T rolled off the 
line.

If you really want to split hairs, 
Leonardo da Vinci is the man who 
deserves top spot in the Automo-
bile Hall of Fame. He sketched 
plans for a “self-propelled vehi-
cle” in 1478, more than four cen-
turies ahead of the competition.

Whoever gets the nod for think-
ing up the car, it’s a mixed bless-

ing they 
left us. 
On one 
h a n d , 
the car 
h a s 
b e e n 
u t t e r l y 
t r a n s -
f o r m a -

tive for the human race. As an 
American writer by the name of 
John Keats puts it: “The automo-
bile changed, our dress, man-
ners, social customs, vacation 
habits, the shape of our cities, 
consumer purchasing patterns, 
common taste and positions in 
intercourse.”

But more than that, and eeri-
ly unnoticed, the automobile 
became one of the greatest serial 
killers mankind has ever known. 
In his book Door to Door Edward 

Humes writes, “Annual highway 
fatalities in the United States out-
number annual combat deaths 
throughout the Vietnam War (as 
well as the wars in Iraq, Afghani-
stan and Korea). Cars currently 
kill 3,000 people a month.”

The latest figures I could find 
for Canada show that in 2014 
there were 1,834 fatalities nation-
wide. Modest by U.S. standards, 
but you’d think any device that 
snuffed out the lives of nearly 
2,000 Canadians a year would be 
viewed with a certain amount of 
alarm.

Want to see how much the car 
has changed our lives? Visit the 
Italian town of Lucca. It’s sur-
rounded by a high medieval wall 
punctuated with only a couple 
of gates too narrow to admit any 
vehicle wider than, well, a medi-
eval wagon I guess.

Ergo, no tankers, trucks or taxis. 
Once through the gates a visitor 
is met not with daisy chains of 
honking, stinking chrome and 
metal behemoths, but pedestri-
ans. People walking, not driving 
to their destinations.

This is how we used to live, 
before the car.

And tomorrow? Cars for sure, 

but driverless cars. Cars that 
allow suddenly superfluous “driv-
ers” to read a book, play the har-
monica — even catch 40 winks 
while their pre-programmed car 
delivers them to their destina-
tion. Some experts predict that 
by 2070, traditional cars will be 
illegal; only self-driving vehicles 
will be permitted on our roads.

It  seems unthinkable  for 
people who grew up with free-
wheeling, hard driving, four-
on-the-floor, stick-shift sedans 
and coupes and roadsters and 
hotrods. Driverless cars? Are you 
kidding me?

Some folks might have fore-
seen it. Why, ‘way back in the 
1920s, some nutcase in Detroit 
was going around pitching per-
sonal airplanes for everyone. “A 
Model T of the Air” he called it.

His name was Henry Ford.

GARDEN CLUB

Native plant expert speaks to club
Bill Terry appearance 
May 25

The Salt Spring Island Gar-
den Club s delighted to welcome 
author  Bill Terry as speaker at 
their meeting next on May 25 for 
a presentation is based on his 
new book The Carefree Garden: 
Letting Nature Play Her Part.

According to press material, 
Terry and his wife Rosemary 
retired to the Sunshine Coast in 

1994, intent on pursuing their 
life-long passion of gardening to 
the full and in so  doing, cre-
ate the perfect garden.  

“Over time they came to real-
ize that Mother Nature cannot 
easily  be controlled and that 
collaboration, letting nature 
do her part, encourages a har-
monious  relationship between 
nature and the gardener. Using 
native plants is an important 
element of this approach to 
gardening.  

Copies of  Terry’s new book 
will be available for sale at the 
meeting.  He is also the author 
of Blue Heaven: Encounters 
with the Blue Poppy; Beyond 
Beauty: Hunting the Wild Blue 
Poppy and Beauty by Design: 
Inspired gardening in the Pacif-
ic Northwest

The meeting takes place at 
Meaden Hall from 7 to 9 p.m. 
and new members are always 
welcome. For more information 
visit www.ssigardenclub.com.

THERAPEUTIC RIDING

May ride-a-thon deemed success
SSTRA thanks supporters

submitted by the Salt Spring Therapeutic 
Riding Association

The Salt Spring Therapeutic Riding Association 
(SSTRA) held their 14th Annual Ride/Walk-a-thon on 
May 8, raising over $4,000 to support the local program.

This year’s ride was dedicated to our beloved Laddy. 
Eight riders, 18 walkers and 25 attendees helped raise 
pledges from family, friends, doctors, teachers, hair-

dressers, co-workers, neighbours, and whomever else 
they could think of.

Special thanks to Shane Barclay for again sponsoring 
the event; Laughing Daughter for the delicious gluten-
free desserts; Wes for the barbecuing, Sarah and Tish 
for the chopping and cleaning; Sasha for creating the 
wonderful memorial video; Trish, Gord, John and Matt 
for supplying the great music; James for the use of his 
projector; the Rotary griddle and especially to everyone 
who sponsored.

Thank you for helping make this event a success .

“Leonardo da Vinci 
is the man who 
deserves top spot in 
the Automobile Hall 
of Fame. ” 

Wit & WHimsy

Arthur
Black

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 

May games bring bright smiles
Players happily 
get the hint about 
setting up

by JILL EVANS 
D r i f t w o o d  C o n t r i b u t o r 

“Oh the Maytime is a Gaytime” (in the old sense 
because this comes from the 1921 musical called 
Blossom Time) and on May 2 those who were not 
exhausted from dancing round the Maypole on the 
previous day went to Seniors for a game of dupli-
cate bridge. 

The usual suspects, George Laundry and Jeff Bell, 
claimed first place, followed by Terry Clement with 

Brent Vickers. Liz and Oleh Mycyk occupied the 
third place and Nick Beringer with Patricia Suther-
land came fourth.

By May 9 the wind had changed or something, 
and blew the Beringer-Sutherland pair into the 
winning spot, with the Mycyks coming second, the 
Laundry-Bell combo in third place, and Vic Parks 
with Stuart Farson in fourth. 

Let’s hope a gay time was had by all participants, 
and it was good to see Terry Wilkinson returning 
to the fold for her usual spring-summer sojourn. 
It was also good that there were helpers at 6:30 for 
setting up, and that the games started on time.

If you’re looking for a partner, please call 250-
537-1398, and for info try George Laundry at 250-
653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.

BridgeTricks
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Constance Beverley Kelly
Jan. 13, 1918 - May 11, 2016

Connie was born on January 13, 1918 
in St. John, New Brunswick, and died 
on Salt Spring Island on May 11, 2016.  
Her family moved to Montreal while 
Connie was a girl, and she attended 
Westmount High School there. 

Connie had a love and talent for art, developed further 
after her family moved to Vancouver in 1936. She was self 
taught, and enjoyed her skill over many years, until she lost 
most of her sight.   As a young adult, Connie worked for the 
Canadian Pacifi c Railway, in the offi ces then at the foot of 
Granville Street, as a dispatcher working shifts.  During that 
time, she drew a pencil drawing of C.A. Cotterell, who was 
Assistant General Manager of the Mountain Railway, and 
Connie’s picture was featured in the railway’s advertising.  
She loved to do landscapes, but she developed real skills as 
a portrait artist too.  One of her best was of Norma Shearer, 
which was actually purchased by the actress herself.  She 
painted Margaret Trudeau, and received a personal letter of 
thanks when she sent the portrait to her.

Connie married Leonard George Kelly at St. John’s 
Anglican Church in North Vancouver on September 16, 
1950.  They soon moved to Salt Spring Island to start 
a new life there.  Connie continued her painting as she 
raised her family; her postcards were sold in the local stores 
as were her oil landscapes.  Connie was always an active 
member of the Anglican Parish and its choir, and was a 
founding member of the Salt Spring Singers.  The fi rst 
choir she joined was in 1936 in Vancouver.

Connie leaves behind her three children: Patrick of 
Victoria, daughter Asia Moore (Jim) also of Victoria and 
Michael (Marianne) of Courtenay, as well as grandson 
Aaron McKenty & great granddaughter Galia McKenty of 
Nanaimo.  Her sister, Joan, of Pasadena, CA will miss their 
frequent phone visits.

Heartfelt thanks to Dr. Barclay, our Ambulance 
crews, the nurses and staff at Lady Minto Hospital 
and at Greenwoods, to the members of the Anglican 
congregations and choir and to Connie’s friends & care 
givers at Meadowbrook, especially Sylvain and Yvette.

Funeral service will be at All Saints by the Sea in Ganges, 
on Friday, May 27th at 2:00.

=<

Hazel June Webb 
(nee Ziegler) 

 25 Sept 1926 - 3 May 2016

June was born in Vancouver 
and married for over 50 years. 
She loved Island life from 
a very young age and spent 
summers on Bowen and 
thetis, in Victoria and port 
alberni, and lived on Salt Spring Island since 1974, 
where June and Cec built their Lindal Cedar Home. 

Hazel was an avid gardener, card player, bowler, 
scorekeeper, tourist Centre volunteer, avid art lover 
and enjoyed the local Jazz Festival . 

predeceased by her husband Cec Webb in March 
1999, her father Orland Ziegler,  mother Hilda 
(pettit) Brusk & step-father Gunnar Brusk. She is 
survived by sons Dave (Jan), Rick (Jo-anne), Chris, 
terry (amanda) and alan. Grandchildren - Nicolle 
(Ganbat), Kyle, paul, James, Kristin (Shannon) and 
Stewart. 

No service per request. 
Donations to Lady Minto Hospital Foundation in 

her memory:  http://ladymintofoundation.com/

ji

Wednesday June 1st at 3pm
The Annex Portable,

Parks and Recreation Offices,
145 Vesuvius Bay Road

Established 1928

Salt Spring Recreational Holdings Ltd.  

Notice of Annual 
General Meeting
of Shareholders

NOTICE
 TO THE RESIDENTS OF 
SALT SPRING ISLAND 

RE: PROPOSED 
ESTABLISHMENT OF RURAL 

AGENCY STORE

The Liquor Distribution Branch invites community 
input on a request to establish a Rural Agency Store 
(RAS) at Salt Spring Mercantile in the community 
of Salt Spring Island.

The intent of a RAS is to provide liquor service in 
rural communities and tourist destination resorts, 
in order to give people in these communities better, 
more convenient access to beverage alcohol prod-
ucts.  RASs are established in rural communities 
where it is too small to operate a BC Liquor Store.

RASs will be established, where there is a suitable 
business i.e. an existing independently-owned full 
service general grocery store.

Only one Rural Agency Store authorization in a 
community is permitted.

Written comments will be accepted until June 18, 
2016.

Your submissions may be used by the LDB in the 
decision process.

LIQUOR DISTRIBUTION BRANCH 
REGIONAL MANAGER OFFICE
2225 GOVERNMENT STREET
VICTORIA, BC  V8T 4P3

REGIONAL MANAGER EMAIL:
evan.mcaskile@bcliquorstores.com

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTSFAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

IN MEMORIAM

Celebration of Life

J. Ritchie

COMING EVENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

Hospice Ad - May 18

 OPLACES F WORSHIP

HOPE

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

.

CANCEL YOUR TIMESHARE. 
NO Risk Program STOP    
Mortgage and Maintenance   
Payments Today. 100%    
Money Back Guarantee. 
FREE Consultation. Call Now. 
We Can Help! 1-888-356-5248

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND: Garden shears, saw, 
knife and plastic tub on Fulford 
Ganges & Saltspring Way. 
Call: 250 653-4427 to claim.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

GET FREE VENDING MACHINES. 
Can Earn $100,000.00 + Per Year. 
All Cash - Locations Provided.   
Protected Territories. Interest Free 
Financing. Full Details CALL NOW 
1-866-668-6629.   Website:
 WWW.TCVEND.COM
HIP OR KNEE REPLACEMENT? 
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in Walking/Dressing? 
Disability Tax Credit $2,000 Tax 
Credit $20,000 Refund. Apply today 
For Assistance: 1-844-453-5372.

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION, 
HEALTHCARE DOCUMENTA-
TION, Medical Terminology online 
courses. Train with CanScribe, the 
accredited and top-rated online 
Canadian school. Work from home 
careers! 1-866-305-1165. www.can-
scribe.com info@canscribe.com
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have 
work-at-home positions available. 
Get online training you need from 
an employer-trusted program.  Visit: 
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your work-
at-home career today!
START A NEW CAREER in 
Graphic Arts, Healthcare, 
Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a 
GED, Call:  855-670-9765

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm 
1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

NEED A LOAN? Own Property? 
Have Bad Credit? We can help! 
Call toll free 1 866 405 1228 
www.fi rstandsecondmortgages.ca

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.comWe’ll help you get a fresh start!

TAX FREE MONEY
is available, if you are a 
homeowner, today! We can 
easily approve you by 
phone. 1st, 2nd or 3rd mort-
gage money is available 
right now. Rates start at 
Prime. Equity counts. We 
don’t rely on credit, age or 
income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

TENDERS

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails
250-653-4165

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY 
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

LASER PRINTER - Dell Multi-
function Colour - Model 3115. 
$100  Call: 250 537-1119

TENDERS

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

A thought of sweet remembrance
from one who thinks of you.

WHAT’S ON
page 14



CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE:

MONDAY 4PMclassified@gulfislands
driftwood.com

LET’S
CELEBRATE!

say
Happy Birthday...

Happy Anniversary...
Wedding 

Announcement...
New Baby

you name it, 
we can 

celebrate it!
$52.50

(DRIFTWOOD & EXTRA)

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 

CASH ONLY

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up.

CASH ONLY 
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COMING EVENTSGARAGE SALES

MISC. FOR SALE

COMING EVENTSGARAGE SALES

MISC. FOR SALE

Run it for 3 
months! $34.99     GULF ISLANDS

Your private party (merchandise 
only) 3 line classified ad will run 

in our next 3 insertions. If you 
need to modify the ad or run it 
again, just call us and we’ll run 

it again for another 
3 insertions. 

Extra lines are $1.50/line.

Run your classified ad 
in the Driftwood & the Extra 

for 3 months!

CALL NOW 
250-537-9933

Invite the whole neighbourhood to 
your garage sale with a classified ad. 

CALL 250-537-9933

Call 1-855-310-3535 to place your garage sale ad 
and receive FREE inventory and tip sheets  

and bright garage sale signs 

Garage  
Sales

Garage 
Sales

Garage Sales
DRIFTWOOD GARAGE SALE KITS

Everything you need for your Yard Sale!
Includes posters, price stickers & your classifi ed ad 

published in the Driftwood on Wednesday

Salt Spring Centre School
 NOW HIRING: PRIMARY TEACHER

Qualifi cations:
Documented evidence of:

• B.C. Ministry of Education Teaching Certifi cation
• Proof of exemplary teaching qualifi cations and experi-

ence teaching primary years
• Current and solid knowledge of primary curriculum
• Experience in differentiated instruction, and project-

based learning
• Exemplary teaching experience in a multi-grade learning 

environment
• Effective assessment practices in formative and summa-

tive assessment 
• Ability to develop rapport with parents, students and 

colleagues
• Commitment to work as a team for the improvement of 

student achievement 
• Knowledge and commitment to positive behaviour sup-

port systems
• Commitment to social emotional programming within 

classroom and school
• Commitment to professional growth

Start Date: September 1, 2016
End Date: June 30, 2017
Closing Date: Friday May 20, 2016
Apply in writing to: info@saltspringcentreschool.ca with 
a cover letter, and an updated resume and supporting 
documentation that will ensure qualifi cations are met or 
exceeded for this position.

For 6 1/2 years Jake was the big voice behind the 
Smiley Dog Grooming Spa. A talker, Jake was the 
ultimate pack leader, a strict disciplinarian, visiting 
dogs knew quickly where they stood, intelligent, he 
would let himself in and out via the french doors, 
welcoming and loving, his canine pack expanded 
on a regular basis and he took it all in his stride, 
complaining only when I was taking too long with 
the walk or playtime. 

Regretfully and with many tears, at 9 1/2, Jake’s 
reign came to an end on May 12th due to cancer. 

Jake will be missed most of all by Michelle, Raja, 
Bella, Snoopy, Molly, Jane, Cocoa, Marian and 
Ken, Jacquie and Mark, Judy, John, Lisa, Julia and 
Ethan, and a host of other two-legged and four-
legged friends.

Special thanks to Marian and Ken, Digger, John, 
and Harold, Malcom and Stephanie and the SS. Vet 
clinic for their outstanding care and compassion.

Run free my big boy till we meet again at 
Rainbow Bridge. - Michelle Grant, Smiley Dog

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Foam & Futons

RENTALS

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.
UPPER GANGES CENTRE  
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

Island Explorer

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

RENTALS RENTALS

STORAGE STORAGE

MID ISLAND STORAGE SELF STORAGE

 WANTED TO RENT

SINGLE MALE, 64 seeks ren-
tal accom. in or near Ganges 
ASAP.  Terry: 250 931-7204

GARAGE SALES

390 UPPER GANGES RD. 
Big sale. Bali to bellydancing, 
jewellry, & lots more 9am-5pm

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

CONNECTING JOB SEEKERS AND EMPLOYERS
www.localworkbc.ca

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

DRIFTWOOD GARAGE 
SALE KITS

Everything you need 
for your Yard Sale!
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Notice of Intention to 
Issue a Park Use Permit

Per Section 20 of the Park Act, this advertisement 
serves as notice that the Ministry of Environment 
(BC Parks) intends to issue a park use permit(s) for 
the following purpose(s):

Name of Park Activity

Ruckle Music workshop; 
Group Site Camping

If you have any questions concerning 
this notification, please contact the 
Ministry of Environment Regional 

Office at 250 391-2315.
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GRADUATIONAD PROOF
PUBLICATION DATE: JUNE 824 hour response requiredHere is a low-res pdf of your ad  for proofi ng via email.A high res. version will be used in printing. Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your OK or changes. If you have changes, 

please respond ASAP, thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.
If we do not receive changes or approval, the ad goes to press in this format. Thanks very much.

2011

full scale excavatingDrew Jory, owner 250.537.7320

With all our love...the Jory’s: Drew, Erin, Nicole & Kai

Congratulations 
Zach

...and good luck with 
whatever road you choose.

full scale excavating

With all our love...the Jory’s: Drew, Erin, Nicole & Kai

whatever road you choose.

GRADUATION
AD PROOF

immediate response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or changes. 

If you have changes, please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production team time to 

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Friday June 1 @ noon

the ad goes to press in this format. 

Thanks very much.

2007

May life be full of 
adventure & endless 

escapades!
Good luck 

to all grads
SPECIAL WISHES TO 

Jade, Cassandra 
and Tavis

Help us 
celebrate their success!  
If you’re a proud parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle:  
tell them you care.  If you rely on students for your 
seasonal or regular workforce, send the class a 
congrats.  Or if you want to build brand awareness of 
your products and services to these up and comers, 
tell them you’re open for business.  
Contact your account manager or call 250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

2016 Graduation Book will 
be published on June 8. 

FASTPITCH

SSI Dynamite gets explosive results

U16 girls team wins 
bronze medal in 
Saanich

The Salt Spring Dynamite 
squad came out with a few 
amazing wins at the U16 
girls fastpitch tournament 
in Saanich over the weekend.

Brianna Cudmore made 
three double plays, and 
Kaitlyn Lazzarotto got sev-
eral runners out at fi rst base. 

Carlie Aston and Bronte 
Mah caught tricky pop-fl ies 
while Brianna Wilson, Emma 
Hambrook, Ella Baker and 
Cassidy Bellavance struck 
out countless batters.

Wilson and Hambrook 
spurred a fantastic defen-
sive effort in innings where 
they threw fewer than four 
pitches before the inning 
was over. Catchers Maddy 
Smith, Lilly Campbell and 
Lazzarotto played hard and 
defended home plate.

The team’s bats came alive 
during the weekend tour-
nament as Campbell, Bel-
lavance and Baker hit to 
the outfi eld. Linnea Barrett 
punched a hit through three 
layers of defence out in right 
fi eld. There were some great 
bunts from Cudmore and 
Grace Shure. 

Sm i t h  a n d  Ca m p b e l l 
aggressively slide through-
out the weekend and were 
called safe. 

Kate Ponsford won the 

tournament’s first Most 
Valuable Player award for 
defending home plate while 
risking her safety by play-
ing with her injuries. Mah 
won the second MVP award 
for her all-around skill in the 
game. 

The third award went to 
Campbell for her skillful 
defence and great batting. 
Despite many injured play-
ers, Salt Spring fi nished third 
among six teams and played 
a total of fi ve games.

GOLF CLUB

League play in full swing on local greens
Erickson eyes chance at cup 

With a few course adjustments 
and excellent weather conditions 
in April, the handicap system at the 
Salt Spring Golf Course has opened 
two to three weeks earlier than in 
past years.  The membership has 
invested heavily in the new irriga-
tion and drainage systems and it has 
paid off with an increase in players 
and a decrease in scores. 

All the leagues in the men’s divi-
sion are now in full swing. The Tues-
day afternoon “Therapeutic Nine” 
is  the most  accessible  for  male 
golfers (member or non-member) 

wanting to play and socialize. 
The second round of the Bambrick 

Cup was played on Pender Island 
and Ardmore is now ahead by 55 
points. Todd Erickson has a chance 
for the Alf Evans Cup as the current  
Low Gross leader. SSI continues to 
top the Low Net competition. 

Twenty-five ladies turned out for 
the Rose Bowl qualifying round last 
week. The qualifier determines the 
match play pairings for the single 
e l imination tour nament,  which 
takes about four weeks to play out. 

Following lunch on the patio, play 
of the day winners were announced.  
First Gross winner was Marcie Hogan 
with 91, second Gross went to Jane 
Hickie with 94, and third Gross went 
to Franki Johnstone with 95. Net 
winners were Dora Reynolds with 
75, Joni White with 76 and Elaine 
Shaw with 77.

In Interclub play, Salt Spring 18 
Hole Ladies defeated Olympic View 
on home turf.  However,  OV may 
snatch the victory away next week 
when Salt Spring plays there. The 
visiting players were very impressed 
with course conditions and com-
mented on the beautiful scenery on 
all the holes.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

The Salt Spring Dynamite U16 girls sport big smiles after their bronze fi nish at a Saanich tournament this weekend.

GOLFTEES
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        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) Perpetuating 
your focus to be grounded and 
centered continues. Your sights are set 
on investments and long-term plans 
and establishing new foundations. 
Circumstances are preventing you 
from hovering in dreams of possibility 
and are demanding a realistic focus 
and attitude.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) You are 
undergoing a steady and measurable 
fl ow of change due to current cycles 
that are commanding your attention. 
Whether within or without, or both, you 
are challenged to yield. This is less a 
time of trying to control circumstances 
and more one of adapting to them. Yet, 
personal empowerment is part of the 
plot.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) The Sun 
entering your sign will activate a 
pioneering urge. With Mercury also 
turning direct on May 22nd, what may 
be described as a foggy period will 
begin to dissipate this week, as well. 
There remain, however, certain players 
on your stage who may be posing 
challenges. Avoid confrontations and 
quietly watch, listen and learn instead.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) New interests, 
investigations, and adventures are 
more than just on your mind. Perhaps 
you are simply bored and restless. The 
challenge now may be deciphering 
your focus. With a variety of options 
gaining your attention, deepening your 
focus on time management may prove 
necessary.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) Regaining a sense 
of confi dence will coincide with a cycle 
of social activity. Sometimes it is what 
you know while at others it is who and 
this is likely to be a time for the latter. 
As important as are dreams and even 
fantasies in life, the times comes when 
we must test them against the rigors or 
reality, like now.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) Over the course 
of this week, you should experience a 
new sense of clarity and purpose. You 
may have felt a little lost over the past 
few weeks but that cycle is now ending. 
Already, inspirations to socialize 
and engage is cultural activities are 
uploading in your mind. Tune-in and 
make the most of this opening.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) Many new ideas 
and intellectual initiatives have begun 
to take root. Perhaps you have just 
begun with them or are resuming what 
was started in the past. Either way, you 
are in a visionary mood. You may still be 
in the research and investigation phase 
but over the coming weeks, you will be 
ready to increase your popularity.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) You have been 
called to a new level of participation in 
the world. It could manifest as a new 
job, or relationship, or purpose, or a 
new lifestyle altogether. This turn of 
destiny defi es mere notions of chance. 
Your challenge now is to simply 
respond, yet with determination and by 
way of new associations.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) A 
summons from on high to be more 
grounded and realistic is underway. 
While it began a while back, it is 
now entering its next effective stage 
of development. It is as though the 
weekend celebrations are over and it 
is early Monday morning. With a good 
attitude, you will hear the birds and 
answer the call with enthusiasm and 
gratitude.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) The time 
has come to implement new ideas 
and strategies into your game plan. 
Fortunately, you are in a creative mood. 
Deliberately cultivating your skills and 
talents and other resources is featured. 
The deep end of this process includes 
confronting inner doubts, blocks, and 
fears. Identifying them is the fi rst step.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) Following 
through with establishing a more 
realistic and satisfying home base 
continues. Yet, now it is entering an even 
more creative phase. This may include 
simply having more fun, socializing and 
enjoying entertainments in the comfort 
of your own home. Perhaps the time is 
right to host a party.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) A steady 
stream of fresh ideas and perspectives 
are fl owing in. Whether by inspiration 
or desperation you feel the need to act 
upon them. Getting organized may be 
the best fi rst measure. This includes 
outlining plans and setting goals. You 
may also feel the need to diversify and 
perhaps to activate new streams of 
income.

TIP OF THE WEEK
The storm of 5 planets retrograde is slowly lifting. The fi rst to resume 

its forward motion was Jupiter on May 9th. Now Mercury on Sunday the 
22nd under the light of the Full Moon in Sagittarius completes its 2nd of 3 
retrograde cycles for 2016, the next occurring in late August. Then only on 
June 29 Mars will turn direct again and not before re-entering Scorpio on 
May 27th.

Although not an entirely rare occurrence, this time-window emphasizing 
planets retrograde included a powerful conjunction between Mars and 
Saturn in Sagittarius with Jupiter compromised in Virgo, which is one of its 
two most challenging sign positions. This complex pattern will continue well 
into summer and, at best, is serving to bring accumulations and issues to the 
surface to be cleaned, cleared, recycled, renovated and repurposed and on 
both individual and collective levels.

The Sun entering Gemini on May 20th on the eve of the Full Moon 
Sagittarius on May 21st will contribute by way of supporting clarity and 
social brevity.

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. 
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

....................................................................................................

SAILING

SSI Club welcomes racers
More than 100 
boats registered 

Organizers anticipate a 
splendid weekend regatta 
as the Salt Spring Sailing 
Club prepares to host the 
well-known, annual rite 
of spring known as the 
Round Salt Spring sailing 
race.

One hundred and four 
boats are registered for 
Saturday’s race, which is 
set to get underway at 10 
a.m. in Ganges Harbour.

Pete McGovern, chair 
of this year’s event, said 
many familiar competi-
tors will make their return 
to the island, including 

Baaad Kitty!, Valkyrie and 
Mischief.

Boats will depart in seven 
five-minute intervals on 
their way to circumnavigate 
the island. Race organizers 
will announce which direc-
tion the boats will travel 
based on prevailing condi-
tions on Saturday morn-
ing. The current weather 
forecast for Saturday is for 
cloudy skies with sunny 
periods. McGovern said it’s 
too early to tell what wind 
conditions will be like.

McGovern said some 
of the most popular race-
watching spots along the 
route include Ruckle Park, 
Southey Point and Vesuvius 
Bay. People with binoculars 

can get a great view of the 
ships passing by Burgoyne 
Bay from the summit of Mt. 
Maxwell, McGovern added.

The fastest boats are 
anticipated to complete 
the journey between 7 and 
8 p.m., with most fi nishing 
before dark and all but a few 
coming home by midnight. 

“But anyone who’s taken 
on the tactical challenge of 
Round Saltspring knows 
this: conditions are unpre-
dictable and it can be any-
body’s race from year to 
year,” McGovern added.

For more information 
about the race as well as 
updated course informa-
tion, check www.saltspring-
sailing.ca/roundsaltspring.

ROWING 

GISS rowers head to nationals
Fundraising for trip to Ontario 
continues

A pair of aspiring rowers from Gulf 
Islands Secondary School have qualifi ed 
for a prestigious national competition in 
Ontario next month, but they need the 
community’s help to make the trip a real-
ity.

Rory Johnston and Alexander MacKen-
zie are only the second set of rowers from 
Salt Spring to qualify for the Canadian 
Secondary Schools Regatta Association’s 
national championships. This year’s event, 
the largest of its kind in the country, is at 
the Royal Canadian Henley Regatta course 
in St. Catherines, Ont. from June 3 to 5.

The regatta is open to high school stu-
dents throughout North America, with 

crews from as far as Western Canada, the 
United States and Mexico in attendance. 

Johnston will compete in the senior 
mens single event and MacKenzie will 
represent Salt Spring in the senior mens 
doubles event.

The young men are among 17 members 
of the GISS 2016 rowing team. The club 
was formed in 2008. Hal Cook was the 
fi rst GISS athlete to compete at the CSSRA 
competition. He fi nished in 20th place as 
a Grade 11 student competing in the 2009 
regatta.

Johnston and MacKenzie will host a 
series of community fundraisers at the 
high school and around the island in the 
next few weeks to cover costs for their trip. 
For further information, contact the GISS 
athletics department by calling 250-537-
9944.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

BATTER UP: Salt Spring Mosquito baseball player Sam Barrett winds up for a pitch 
against a visiting team from Duncan on Saturday while Red Sox teammate Selamu Pat-
terson looks on.
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Turn your coins, gold, 
silver, art, and estate items 

into money today!
WE BUY: gold and silver coins, 

bank notes, watches, books, fi ne art, 
unwanted jewelry, dental gold, 
silver fl atware, tea sets, bowls. 

4 days

 @ Grace Point Square

BRITANNIA ANTIQUES 
& 

steffi chfi neart

7th Buying Event“Salt Spring Style”

bank notes, watches, books, fi ne art, bank notes, watches, books, fi ne art, bank notes, watches, books, fi ne art, 

COINS, GOLD 
& SILVER 

BUYING EVENT!

Free Expert Evaluations. 
See you there!

Enjoy Salt Spring Coffee & locally baked goods.

Thursday May 19, 
Friday May 20, 

Saturday May 21, 
Sunday May 22

10am - 5pm
Matt Steffi ch 

FINE ART

John Newman 
BRITANNIA ANTIQUES

ESTATE BUYER

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Salt Spring SPCA.
FREE HOUSE 

CALLS
250-537-8448

WE PAY
CASH!

FIELD HOCKEY

Salt Spring Islander scores big in tourney Down Under
Andrew Haigh 
lifts team to 
victory

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring bookseller 
with a penchant for field 
hockey hit the big-time 
last week by scoring the 
game-winning goal for 
England in the bronze 
medal match of the 2016 
WGMA Masters World 
Cup Mens O60 in New-
castle, Australia.

Andrew Haigh scored 
the match’s lone goal at 
the 53-minute mark of 
Thursday’s game against 
the Germans. 

“The goal was a pass 
across the net just in front 
of the goalie,” Haigh said 
on Monday evening. “I 
had to deflect it around 
and behind the goalie.”

The win for England 
followed Tuesday’s hotly 
contested 3-2 semi-final 
loss to the Netherlands, 
who went on to win the 
tournament by defeating 
second-place Australia.

“Some of our players 

did not play as well as 
expected,” Haigh said. “I 
was told that letting the 
opposition score three 
goals is something the 
team has not done for 
several years.”

The trip to Australia 
caps months of train-
ing for Haigh, who was 
named to the English 
squad in 2015. Most of 
the long hours devoted 
to getting in shape for the 
tournament have been 
spent at the Portlock Park 
“lacrosse box” with the 
family dog. He credits 
the work of local train-
ers Bruce Grey and Dan 
Speiss for keeping him in 
top shape for the compe-
tition.

“It was a relief to get 
there and be relatively 
injury free.”

Haigh said he’s happy 
with his performance and 
feels like he gained confi-
dence with every match. 

“The weather was fan-
tastic with highs in the 
mid-20s, and the inter-
national atmosphere 
was exciting,” he said. “I 
just need to play more 
games.”

photo contributed

England’s World Cup Mens O60 field hockey team, seen after winning the bronze cup in Newcastle, Australia last week. Salt 
Spring’s Andrew Haigh, far right, kneeling, scored the team’s winning goal.


