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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The island’s largest drinking water supplier has 
extended a moratorium on requests for new water 
connections until a weir near the outlet of St. Mary 
Lake is raised by 30 centimetres.

“Nobody’s come up with an idea to increase the 
water supply, so we’ve got to live with what we’ve 
got,” said Marshall Heinekey, chair of the North 
Salt Spring Waterworks District.

Heinekey said the moratorium on new water 
connections will likely stay in effect until 2016, if 
building of the weir is completed before the end of 
this summer. He said the weir’s completion rests 
on approval from owners of waterfront property 
around St. Mary Lake.

Board members plan to host a public meeting 
and meet with any individuals whose property 
might be affected by rising lake levels on a one-
on-one basis.

The NSSWD implemented the moratorium 
in August 2014. The original six-month restric-
tion has been expanded based on the lack of any 
apparent progress on the weir.

“This is sort of to tell people where we’re at,” 
Heinekey said of the district’s announcement, 
issued this week. “This will be an ongoing process, 
and there might be some things that won’t go 
ahead that had been planned.”

NSSWD board members imposed the moratori-
um based on preliminary results of water quantity 
reports undertaken at Maxwell and St. Mary lakes 
by Kerr Wood Leidal Consulting Engineers. PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

EASTER SHOPPING: Jade Larson gets Easter treats from the Saturday Market in the Park, 
which opened for the fi rst time this year on April 4. 

NSSWD
extends
moratorium
No new water connections to 
be approved for time being

CEDC 
sets out
plan of 
action
Report shows Salt 
Spring lags behind 
provincial averages

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Members of the Salt Spring 
Community Economic Develop-
ment Commission are optimis-
tic their new action plan for the 
island will stimulate econom-
ic growth to benefit the whole 
community.

“What we lack in quantity we 
make up for in quality and moti-
vation,” said Darryl Martin, chair 
of the seven-member CEDC. 
“We have a plan that is pretty 
challenging . . . but we think it’s 
doable if we really work hard.”

The final draft of the plan 
called Toward a More Resilient 
Salt Spring is set for approval 
by the Capital Regional District 
Board in Victoria today (April 8).

The project began two years 
ago with CEDC members look-
ing at prior efforts, speaking with 
islanders and plotting a path 
that stimulates the island’s econ-
omy while celebrating its natural 
environment.

“When we started off, I guess 
we discovered that there was 
a lot of frustration in the com-
mission because we discov-
ered there were so many stud-
ies,” said Wayne McIntyre, Salt 
Spring’s CRD director. “It was 
classic Salt Spring.”

ECONOMYWATER RESOURCES
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74% OFF! Our 12pc Canadiana Cookware set is made from 18/10 stainless steel 
and features an impact bonded base that’s safe for all stovetops of modern kitchens, including 
induction. Durable riveted handles, no-drip lips, oven and dishwasher safe. Set includes: 1.5L, 

2L, 3L saucepans, 6.5L Dutch oven, 2.5L steamer, 3L sauté pan, 24cm ceramic 
non-stick frying pan, and 5 covers. List: $949.00. $23999non-stick frying pan, and 5 covers. 

74% OFF! Our 12pc Canadiana Cookware set is made from 18/10 stainless steel 
and features an impact bonded base that’s safe for all stovetops of modern kitchens, including 
induction. Durable riveted handles, no-drip lips, oven and dishwasher safe. induction. Durable riveted handles, no-drip lips, oven and dishwasher safe. Set includes:Set includes: 1.5L,  1.5L, 

74% OFF!
2L Canadiana sauté pan with 
cover. List: $156.00. 

$3999

APRIL 8TH TO 12TH ONLY AT:

Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.
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35% OFF! Spiral slicer - grey. 
Makes spiral cuts for many of your 
favourite vegetables and fruit. 
Comes with three interchangeable 
stainless steel blades and no-slip 
suction bottom. List: $41.99. 

60% OFF!

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Love My Kitchen Shop

600 Beddis Road

UP TO 65% OFF! Paderno Granite fry pans feature their toughest, most 
durable, non-stick coating that they have ever tested. Durable riveted 
handles and an encapsulated bottom pad.
20cm/8” Granite fry pan. List: $129.00. Now $44.99!
24cm/9.5” Granite fry pan. List: $139.00. Now $54.99!
28cm/11” Granite fry pan. 
List: $149.00. Now $69.99!

UP TO 50% OFF! A wide selection of Paderno Original 
bakeware. Made from durable steel, with silicone based 
two layer non-stick coating. 25 year warranty. 
Safe to 260°C/500°F. PFOA & PTFE free. 
Starting at

$549

cover. List: $156.00. 

$39

Paderno Granite fry pans feature their toughest, most 
durable, non-stick coating that they have ever tested. Durable riveted 

Spiral slicer - grey. 

$2699

bakeware. Made from durable steel, with silicone based 

Safe to 260°C/500°F. PFOA & PTFE free. 

SALT SPRING ISLAND
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140 Fulford-Ganges Road
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Dr. James Buchan
Medical School Awards

Under a trust under the will of 
Dr. James Buchan, provision 
is made for annual awards to 
former students of Gulf Islands 
Secondary School who are 
attending an accredited medical 
school on a full time basis. The 
trustee may review a variety of 
criteria including:
•	 Academic	excellence
•	 Financial	need	or
•	 Leadership	qualities	

and school/community 
involvement.

This award may be renewable 
in	subsequent	years,	should	the	
student wish to re-apply. The 
value of the awards may vary.

Final	 deadline	 for	 applications	
(letter, resume, transcripts of 
marks, letters of reference and 
income information) is May 19, 
2015	to	the	Counselling	Office	
at GISS.

Waterworks board seats need to be filled 
According to the draft 

hydrology reports, both 
lakes are “very vulnerable 
to drought” and unable 
to support additional 
water  demand based 
on the NSSWD’s current 
water licence.

NSSWD has withheld 
several water applica-
tions for proposed devel-
opments,  including a 
request to supply water 
to secondary suites on 
Mount Baker Crescent 
and Perdue Avenue, and 
a 26-unit subdivision on 
Norton Road. The deci-
sion has also delayed 
work on a plan to build 
up to 80 affordable hous-
ing units on Drake Road. 

“The district does not 
have a clear understand-
ing of how much water 
is needed for build-out 
under current zoning. 
Fu r t h e r m o re,  z o n i n g 
does not assure water is 
available,” reads part of 
the notice published in 

its entirety on page 23 
of this paper. “The dis-
trict is keeping a queue 
of properties requesting 
water service.”

The decision affects 
a n y  “ u n c o m m i t t e d ” 
development within the 
NSSWD’s jur isdict ion 
that results in greater 
demand for water.

Heinekey said any-
one who pays a parcel 
tax to the water district, 
regardless of whether a 
structure has been built 

on their property, is con-
sidered committed with-
in available water sup-
ply. That is not the case 
for titles whose zoning 
enables subdivision but 
have not yet been divided 
into more than one lot. 

Property owners who 
plan to request water 
service and are unsure 
of their status within the 
district are encouraged 
to speak with NSSWD 
staff, Heinekey said.

The hydrology reports, 
which are expected to be 
released at the end of the 
month, have encouraged 
board members to con-
sider a water conserva-
tion bylaw to limit out-
door water use during 
periods of extended dry 
weather.

As of December 2014, 
the NSSWD served 2,076 
properties. The district’s 
boundaries extend from 
Southey Point  to the 
Cranberry Valley, includ-
ing properties along Sun-
set Drive, Channel Ridge, 
Vesuvius Bay and Lower 

Ganges roads, and Ful-
ford Ganges Road until 
Cusheon Lake Road.

Raising the weir from 
40.7 to 41 metres above 
sea level would guarantee 
the NSSWD could meet 
all of its “existing commit-
ments,” but it’s unclear if 
enough water would be left 
over to meet Islands Trust 
and Capital Regional Dis-
trict build-out projections.

“At this time, it appears 
that there is not enough 
water to meet all the 
planned development; 
however, to be certain, 
the district must have the 
potential build-out clear-
ly defined by the Islands 
Trust,” board members 
said.

Heinekey anticipates 
working with the Trust, 
CRD and other agencies 
to make sure projected 
water demands meet the 
reality of water supply.

Leah Hartley, regional 
planning manager at the 
Trust’s Salt Spring office, 
said the NSSWD’s letter 
will be considered at the 

Local Trust Committee’s 
April 16 meeting.

In other NSSWD news, 
the district is accepting 
nominations for poten-
tial board members until 
Monday, April 13 at 12 
p.m. Nominations will 
not be accepted from the 
floor.

Nominees will vie for 
two trustee positions. 
Each position will be for 
a three-year term. To be 
eligible a nominee must 
be a Canadian citizen, 18 
years of age or older, an 
owner, or spouse of an 
owner of land in the North 
Salt Spring Waterworks 
District and entitled to be 
registered as a voter under 
the Elections Act.

Board members will be 
elected during the NSS-
WD’s AGM on April 28 at 
7 p.m. at the Community 
Gospel Chapel.

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the nomination 
process is available from 
the NSSWD office or at 
northsaltspringwater-
works.ca.

SCAMS

More scams
at tax time
Don’t give out info

Financial service providers on the 
island warn residents to be wary of 
any email or telephone correspon-
dence that purports to be from the 
Canada Revenue Agency. 

According to the CRA, people 
should be especially aware about 
“phishing scams” looking for cred-
it card, bank account, passport or 
social insurance numbers.

A good rule of thumb to keep in 
mind is that the CRA never asks for 
this type of information over the 
phone or by email.

“Some of these scams ask for this 
personal information directly, and 
others refer the taxpayer to a web site 
resembling the CRA’s, where the per-
son is asked to verify their identity 
by entering personal information,” 
reads information on the real CRA 
web site. “Taxpayers should not click 
on links included in these emails.”

A new breed of telephone scam 
sees callers use “threatening or coer-
cive language” while claiming to  
represent the CRA. 

“The district does 
not have a clear 
understanding of 
how much water 
is needed for 
build-out under 
current zoning.” 
NSSWD public 
notice

NSSWD  
continued from 1
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Newsbeat Heads up!
GISS Improv Team Show: 
Saturday, APRIL 11   
ArtSpring at 7:30 p.m. 

Break-ins
reported 

Salt Spring RCMP mem-
bers responded to a couple 
of residential break-ins 
among 43 calls for service 
over the past week.

On Sunday, April 5, prop-
erty owners on Bulman Road 
reported that their main 
residence and a number 

of cabins had been broken 
into and vandalized.  Police 
believe squatters were liv-
ing on the property for an 
extended period of time 
while the owners were not 
present.

Police also received a 
report on April 6 that $7,500 
worth of carpentry tools had 
been stolen from a home 
under construction on 
Mountain Park Drive. 

Anyone with information 
regarding these crimes is 
asked to contact the local 
detachment at 250-537-
5555.

 Vesuvius 
repairs 

BC Ferries has advised 
passengers it will be carry-
ing out necessary repairs to 
its Vesuvius terminal trestle 

from Thursday, April 16 to 
Sunday, April 19.

The repairs will require a 
portion of the trestle to be 
blocked off, allowing for the 
removal and replacement of 
trestle decking and support 
beams. There will therefore 
be a temporary restriction 
to some vehicle types while 
work is taking place, begin-
ning with the 4:10 p.m. sail-
ing from Vesuvius on April 

16. Any single combination 
vehicles over 10 metres or 
30 feet and any vehicles 
pulling a trailer with either 
the tow vehicle or trailer 
exceeding 10 metres or 30 
feet will be asked to travel 
using the Swartz Bay to Ful-
ford Harbour route instead, 
or if possible to travel on 
alternate dates.

BC Ferries states there 
will be no impact to sched-

uled sailings, with most 
work taking place over 
the weekend to lessen the 
impact on commercial cus-
tomers.

For ferry traffic updates 
o r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
please call  toll  free at 
1 - 8 8 8 - B C F E R RY  ( 2 2 3 -
3779), check the website at 
www.bcferries.com or visit 
mobile.bcferries.com on 
mobile devices.
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INVASIVE SPECIES

Fallow deer threaten to become regional problem
Volunteers groups, 
Parks Canada search for 
solution

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN 
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Changes to BC Wildlife regulations 
in 2014 have created an open sea-
son on fallow deer across the Gulf 
Islands, with no bag limits and no 
date restrictions aside from special 
requirements on Mayne Island.

Ian Dow, who is the Southern Gulf 
Islands Economic Development 
Commission member for Mayne, 
calls the move a “fabulous” develop-
ment in the history of the imported 
species, which has caused drastic 
effects to his home ecosystem and 
now threatens to become an even 
bigger problem.

“They’re all over Saturna, they’re 
now on Cabbage and Tumbo islands 
and they may be on Galiano,” Dow 
said. “It’s spreading — it’s a regional 
issue now.”

Fallow deer is a European species 
that was brought to B.C. in the early 
1900s to stock private game reserves. 
More recently, a government eco-
nomic initiative encouraged game 
farmers to raise the deer for the 
organic venison market. According 
to the B.C. Minister of Agriculture, 
approximately 80 per cent of the pro-
vincial venison market is now sup-
plied by B.C. fallow deer producers. 

Mayne Island’s fallow deer prob-
lem originated in a commercial farm 
that operated in the 1980s and 1990s. 

The current population is thought 
to have grown from a small number 
of escapees that found their way out 
in the ‘90s. There are now anywhere 
from 500 to 1,000 animals, which are 
competing with and outstripping 
the native black-tailed deer. Without 
management, that number could 
have been more like 4,000: one doe 
can produce 50 deer within the span 
of 10 years.

According to Tom Masters of the 
Mayne Island Deer Committee, 
“Wildlife biologists estimate that a 
normal, sustainable population of 
deer on an island the size of Mayne, 
in the presence of natural predators 
like wolves, cougar and bear, would 
be about 200 individuals. Mayne 
Island today has no predators at all.”

Significant changes to the island’s 
ecosystem have occurred as the flow-
ering shrubs the fallow deer prefer 
become more scarce, and at the same 
time, the range of plants the deer will 
eat is increasing. Their eating pat-
terns are also harmful.

“Native black-tailed deer, hav-
ing different nutritional needs, are 
opportunistic browsers, taking what 
they need here, there and every-
where. The invasive fallow deer, on 
the other hand, are grazers and, if 
left alone, will strip the ground bare,” 
Masters explained.

Since 1996, the B.C. Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations has provided annual 
permits to up to six Mayne Island 
hunters to take fallow deer on private 
lands where they have permission 
from the landowners.

The Mayne Island Deer Commit-
tee formed in 2013, prompted by the 
ministry’s proposal to re-introduce 
hunting on the island after 40 years. 
The Mayne Island Conservancy Soci-
ety and the Residents and Ratepayers 
Association completed an in-depth 
consultation process and deter-
mined that islanders preferred to 
limit hunting of fallow deer through 
special permit. 

Parks Canada issued a public alert 
in 2013 regarding fallow deer’s pos-
sible spread from Mayne to Saturna 
Island, approximately one half of 
which belongs to the Gulf Islands 
National Park Reserve. The federal 
agency has already been involved in 
attempts to eradicate or at least con-
trol fallow deer on Sidney Island. A 
partnership between Parks Canada, 
private landowners and First Nations 
closes the park to members the pub-

lic every winter so that hunting can 
occur. 

Gulf Islands National Park Reserve’s 
resource conservation officer Nathan 
Cardinal estimates Sidney Island’s 
population is holding steady at 
around 600, although sampling chal-
lenges make it difficult to be sure. 

“It seems to be keeping at a stable 
level [but] we’re looking at a variety of 
strategies to further reduce or eradi-
cate them,” Cardinal said.

One of the possibilities has been 
presented through research into how 
predation risk plays a role in eco-
system management. The idea is to 
deter the deer’s presence by intro-
ducing a fear of predators into the 
environment.

Cardinal said Parks Canada con-
tinues to consult with private land-
owners on how to deal with fallow 
deer on Saturna Island, but that little 

action has been detected since the 
initial sightings occurred just over 
two years ago. Camera traps have 
failed to capture any fallow deer on 
film, and the agency has not received 
new reports from islanders.

“It’s my feeling that the population 
there is pretty small,” he said, add-
ing Parks Canada wants to do more 
substantial work in the fall after the 
visitors’ season has ended.

Fallow deer are smaller and have 
lighter coats than native black-tailed 
deer. They often have white spots like 
fawns in their adult years. Cardinal 
asks that if anyone does spot fallow 
deer on any of the Gulf Islands, and 
particularly within the parks reserve, 
to notify Parks Canada so conser-
vation officers can better track the 
populations. The head office in Sid-
ney can be reached toll-free at 1-866-
944-1744 or by email to gulf.islands@
pc.gc.ca.

The Mayne Island Deer Commit-
tee continues to liaise with the min-
istry, holds information sessions and 
coordinates hunting efforts. Until 
recently its volunteers have financed 
the work completely from their own 
pockets. A Capital Regional District 
grant-in-aid of $4,200 approved in 
March will go a small way toward 
reimbursing fuel and ammunition 
costs for hunters, as well as support-
ing hall rental fees and publication 
costs. 

The committee is hoping to get 
some additional aid from the prov-
ince, especially in light of fallow deer’s 
potential spread across the Gulf 
Islands.

photo courtesy parks canada

Fallow deer graze on Sidney Spit.
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www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

250.526.2626

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

paul@paulzolob.com

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

REVISE

Tuesday-Friday 8-5pm
Saturday 9-3pm | Sun & Mon Closed

Gasoline Alley 778.353.2253

new hours coming soon!

& Café

250-246-4674
#7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD

The Happy Denturist
Brian Harris
30 YEARS OF COMPETENT & FRIENDLY SERVICE

• COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICES
• PARTIAL DENTURES
• DENTURES OVER IMPLANTS

• FERRY PICKUP
• FREE CONSULTATION
• SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS
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PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

HANDSOME DEVIL: This Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim participant went all out with his costume at the Jan. 1 event. See page 20 for 
more photos.

New assessment figures baffle
Values vary widely across the island

Flu bug
bites
Salt Spring
Islanders urged to take 
precautions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lady Minto Hospital staff face a surge 
in visits due to an especially nasty strain 
of influenza that’s spread across North 
America in recent weeks.

The number of cases isn’t known, but 
at least one person has been admitted to 
hospital on Salt Spring due to the virus, 
said an Island Health spokesperson. The 
patient has recently been released.

Symptoms of infection include sore 
throat, aching muscles, headache, cough, 
fever and chills. 

Island Health advises people who sus-
pect they’re infected to stay home, rest and 
drink plenty of water. Antiviral medication 
is available to alleviate symptoms, though 
consultation with a healthcare profession-
al is advised for appropriate treatments.

Most people who catch the fl u bug need 
not visit the hospital, said Dr. Dee Hoyano, 
a medical health offi cer with Island Health.

“The vast majority will be able to recover 
on their own,” she said.

People should wash hands regularly and 
thoroughly, cough or sneeze into their 
arm, and scrub surfaces like kitchen coun-
ters and shared work spaces.

Cases of influenza have risen across 
Canada since early December, Hoyano 
said.

Healthcare workers on Salt Spring report 
a rapid leap in the number of local cases 
since Christmas.

“We’ve seen a surge in the cases of infl u-
enza in the past two weeks,” Hoyano said.
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Assessment figures for residential 
properties across the Gulf Islands are all 
over the map, according to data released 
by BC Assessment on Jan. 2.

Changes for non-waterfront proper-
ties on Salt Spring range from a drop of 
almost one per cent for properties in the 
Ganges village area to an increase of 4.5 

per cent for south-end non-waterfront 
properties. 

Waterfront properties experienced an 
even greater gulf, ranging from an 8.6 per 
cent drop on the island’s south end to a 
6.5 per cent rise in the north.

“I don’t know how [BC Assessment] can 
justify a raise in the Gulf Islands, it just 
doesn’t shape up,” said Myles Wilson, a 
Salt Spring realtor.

Although sales volume rose in 2014 
— exceeding the 200-sale mark for the 
first time since 2007 — realtors like Wil-
son suggest the market’s recovery isn’t 
enough to account for waterfront prop-
erties on Salt Spring’s north end that saw 
assessment increases of up to $400,000 
between 2013 and 2014.
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net
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HARBOUR HAIR GALLERY

250-931-1114
LOCATED AT CO-OP GAS STATION
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Alex’s Deal of the Week

OFFER GOOD DATES HERE

!

of theEMBE
BAKERY

Sausage Rolls 

SALereg. $2.70 ea
or

2 for $5.05 reg. $2.20 ea.

or 
2/$4.05

Income Tax
CANADIAN & AMERICAN

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT

Fulford Village Office

PH: 250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.

APPROVED

fire district

Trustee candidates 
outline positions

The following are answers to 
two more questions the Drift-
wood asked candidates for Salt 
Spring Island Fire Protection 
District trustee seats to answer 
in advance of the April 18 elec-
tion. The candidates are listed 
in reverse alphabetical order 
to balance last week’s answer 
presentation. Three three-year 
terms are open for election.

3) Which services do you believe 
our fire department must pro-
vide, and which might be nego-
tiable?

Norbert Schlenker
Our letters patent require 

fire suppression, search and 
rescue, and first response to 
emergencies. It’s a trustee’s job 
to examine the services pos-
sible, cost them out, get the 
input of the public and the fire-
fighters about what’s appro-
priate for our community, and 
only then make decisions. I’ve 
been hearing many individual 
opinions since nominations 
closed, including the Bateman 
et al letter in last week’s paper, 
but do not possess enough 
solid information at this point 
to say yes to X and no to Y.

Maxine Leichter
Our fire department must 

remain the full-service depart-
ment it has always been, 
meaning it goes beyond just 
fighting fires. For example, the 
department provides emer-
gency medical response and 
backup to our overextended 
ambulance service, saving lives 
every year. A recent chemi-
cal incident at the Harbour 

House could well have caused 
an explosion and deaths had 
the fire department not been 
able to provide immediate and 
top-notch hazardous materials 
response. It is the fire depart-
ment that uses the Jaws of Life 
to extricate people trapped 
in vehicles after an accident. 
These services will not be pro-
vided here by any other agency. 

Full-time firefighters’ sala-
ries, on-call duties and the 
number of positions are set in 
a binding union contract that 
expires in 2016. I will move to 
immediately engage profes-
sional assistance to explore 
options and help negotiate a 
fair and affordable contract 
with unionized firefighters. 

Derek Hill
The island is happy with the 

level of fire protection we have, 
but not happy with the cost. 
With a “zero-based budget” 
the board should examine all 
of our costs from zero, rather 
than just adding onto what 
was spent in previous years. 
Purchasing and equipment 
replacement should include 
greater scrutiny in the context 
of a 10-year plan. This method 
doesn’t mean removing impor-
tant services like the “Superior 
Tanker Shuttle Service” but 
rather keeping costs in line. 

Mitch Forest
Fire suppression is at the top 

of the list along with answering 
motor vehicle incidents when 
necessary, dealing with hazmat 
calls and search and rescue. 
Fire inspections do reduce 
the number of incidents and 
should continue with a well-
planned needs assessment for 
frequency. Proper training for 
all members, volunteer and 

career, is critical. The selected 
board will need to determine 
which services are negotiable.

4)  What is the top concern fac-
ing the district over the next few 
years?

Norbert Schlenker
The failure to approve a new 

hall in the 2013 referendum 
didn’t come from too big, too 
rich, too ambitious. It came 
from making decisions in a 
back room and then telling 
voters what they must swallow 
without meaningfully consult-
ing them about the priorities. 
If I’m a trustee, transparency 
for, engagement with, and 
accountability to the public 
will be paramount.

Maxine Leichter
Many critical issues face 

the department. The public is 
concerned about rising costs. 
In addition to addressing the 
union contract, I support a 
cost/benefit analysis of every 
service and capital item in the 
budget to look for more oppor-
tunities to save and pursue 
other sources of revenue such 
as recovering costs for false 
alarms.

The Ganges fire hall is 
unsafe and must be replaced. 
An earthquake could collapse 
it on the fire trucks when we 
need them the most. Because 
the soil is saturated by the 
tide, it is subject to liquefac-
tion. Because there is inade-
quate storage, the lifespan of 
expensive equipment is being 
reduced by being stored in 
containers outside rather than 
in a temperature-controlled 
building. These are just some 
of the reasons we need a new 
fire hall as soon as possible. I 

want to help undertake a truly 
effective public participation 
process to design a fire hall that 
the public will support.

Derek Hill
Running a $2.5-million busi-

ness efficiently and effectively 
with a 10-year plan approved by 
Salt Spring residents and build-
ing a new fire hall.

Mitch Forest
Budget is a top concern and 

we need to get control of our 
budget and create a plan for the 
future. All matters recommend-
ed in the Walker report must 
be dealt with expediently. The 
contract negotiations must be 
handled with a thorough plan 
and presented by a seasoned 
hired negotiator. This is a big 
item of course, since 60 per cent 
of our budget is wage related. 
Planning must start immedi-
ately.

Our community and our 
firefighters must have a new 
fire hall. Here again a proper 
“needs assessment” guided by 
community input and stated 
desired fire service level along 
with a presentation by the chief 
will assist our trustees in mak-
ing a decision . . . a common-
sense decision. You can’t put 
a fire out without water so we 
must maintain and possibly 
improve upon our water shuttle 
capabilities.

The number of on-call mem-
bers has dropped. I will pur-
sue ways to maintain and add 
members. Trustees are in place 
to represent and protect our 
citizens, property and dollars, 
and it is our trustees who are 
the employers of the fire ser-
vice personnel, so any decisions 
must be held accountable on all 
those levels.

SS Forum and CFUW 
co-presentation

Marie Wilson, one of the three com-
missioners for the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission of Canada, will be at 
ArtSpring on Wednesday, April 15 at 7:30 
p.m. for a Salt Spring Forum and Cana-
dian Federation of University Women co-
presentation. 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion was created to facilitate reconciliation 
among former students of the residential 
school system, their families and com-

munities, and all Canadians. More than 
150,000 First Nations, Inuit and Métis chil-
dren were removed from their homes and 
placed in government-funded, church-
run residential schools over the system’s 
span. 

The commission is a component of the 
2007 Indian Residential Schools Settlement 
Agreement. It is mandated to create a pub-
lic historical record, promote awareness 
about the residential schools system and its 
impacts, and produce a report and recom-
mendations to the federal government. 

Prior to her appointment to the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, Wilson 

worked for more than three decades as 
a journalist in print, radio and television, 
and later as the CBC’s senior manager for 
northern Québec and the three northern 
territories. She is the recipient of a CBC 
North Award for Lifetime Achievement 
and the Northerner of the Year Award. In 
May 2012, she was awarded an honou-
rary Doctor of Laws degree by St. Thomas 
University in recognition of a professional 
career “marked by public service and social 
justice.”

Tickets are available from ArtSpring, 
online at tickets.artspring.ca or at Salt 
Spring Books. 

SPEAKERS

Candidates suggest district priorities

Truth & Reconciliation member visits SSI
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SSI Watershed Protection Authority Seeks 
Volunteer with Expertise in Limnology

The Watershed Protection Authority (SSIWPA) exists to 
cooperate on the development and implementation of 
policies and initiatives for improved raw water quality, and 
coordinated management of quantity of Salt Spring island 
water sources. SSIWPA is currently accepting applications 
for a volunteer position on its Technical Advisory 
Committee. (http://ssiwatersheds.ca/technical-advisory-
committee/)

More information about the agencies involved can be found 
here: http://ssiwatersheds.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/
Oganizational-Structure-of-SSIWPA-0115.pdf.

To apply, please send CV and a brief cover letter to 
ssiwpacoord@gmail.com, or telephone Shannon Cowan 
250.537.4847 for more information.

Deadline: Friday, April 24, 2015.
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indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250.537.1402

Fitness made fun — and now 
more affordable than ever!

Check out the full schedule online at: 

www.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc/activity/rainbowroad/index.htm

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gul� slandsdriftwood

Need help promoting 
your business, call 
Elena 250-537-9933
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PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

HANDSOME DEVIL: This Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim participant went all out with his costume at the Jan. 1 event. See page 20 for 
more photos.

New assessment figures baffle
Values vary widely across the island

Flu bug
bites
Salt Spring
Islanders urged to take 
precautions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lady Minto Hospital staff face a surge 
in visits due to an especially nasty strain 
of influenza that’s spread across North 
America in recent weeks.

The number of cases isn’t known, but 
at least one person has been admitted to 
hospital on Salt Spring due to the virus, 
said an Island Health spokesperson. The 
patient has recently been released.

Symptoms of infection include sore 
throat, aching muscles, headache, cough, 
fever and chills. 

Island Health advises people who sus-
pect they’re infected to stay home, rest and 
drink plenty of water. Antiviral medication 
is available to alleviate symptoms, though 
consultation with a healthcare profession-
al is advised for appropriate treatments.

Most people who catch the fl u bug need 
not visit the hospital, said Dr. Dee Hoyano, 
a medical health offi cer with Island Health.

“The vast majority will be able to recover 
on their own,” she said.

People should wash hands regularly and 
thoroughly, cough or sneeze into their 
arm, and scrub surfaces like kitchen coun-
ters and shared work spaces.

Cases of influenza have risen across 
Canada since early December, Hoyano 
said.

Healthcare workers on Salt Spring report 
a rapid leap in the number of local cases 
since Christmas.

“We’ve seen a surge in the cases of infl u-
enza in the past two weeks,” Hoyano said.
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Life’s work
Fun’s the focus for artist 
Martin Herbert
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Humanitarian
Nigel Fisher earns 

prestigious peace medal
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Assessment figures for residential 
properties across the Gulf Islands are all 
over the map, according to data released 
by BC Assessment on Jan. 2.

Changes for non-waterfront proper-
ties on Salt Spring range from a drop of 
almost one per cent for properties in the 
Ganges village area to an increase of 4.5 

per cent for south-end non-waterfront 
properties. 

Waterfront properties experienced an 
even greater gulf, ranging from an 8.6 per 
cent drop on the island’s south end to a 
6.5 per cent rise in the north.

“I don’t know how [BC Assessment] can 
justify a raise in the Gulf Islands, it just 
doesn’t shape up,” said Myles Wilson, a 
Salt Spring realtor.

Although sales volume rose in 2014 
— exceeding the 200-sale mark for the 
first time since 2007 — realtors like Wil-
son suggest the market’s recovery isn’t 
enough to account for waterfront prop-
erties on Salt Spring’s north end that saw 
assessment increases of up to $400,000 
between 2013 and 2014.
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Did you know?
Tetanus Protection

It’s not only children who should receive tetanus 
vaccinations - adults should be vaccinated too.

Tetanus vaccinations provide ten years of protection 
and are covered by your B.C. Medical Services Plan.

Take a minute to recall when you last had yours – 
is it time for a booster? 

Talk to your Pharmasave Pharmacist for more details 
and to schedule your free booster shot.  

UPCOMING TETANUS VACCINATION CLINICS:

Downtown Pharmasave:  Wednesday, April 22nd from 
10:30am to 5:00pm

(Call: 250-537-5534 for appointment)

Uptown Pharmasave: Thursday, April 23rd from 
10:30am to 5:00pm

(Call:  250-538-0323 for appointment)

OPEN MON.-SAT, 9-6  /  SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5OPEN MON.-SAT, 9-6  /  SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

DOWNTOWN 
250-537-5534

104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN 
250-538-0323

372 Lower Ganges Rd.

here’s 
my card
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It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

$647,500  Truly a rare find... this immaculate 1995 square foot home sits on a flat and private 3.31 acre lot with an incredible 750 square foot attached triple garage (studio in one bay) with a large basement 
workshop. If that isn’t enough this incredible custom home features a magnificent open concept floor plan with large south facing windows.  The main floor features a beautiful “country” kitchen, dining, 
living rooms and two generous size bedrooms, 4 piece washroom, laundry/mud room plus the master bedroom with en suite and walk-in-closet. The basement has a 676 square foot workshop a hobbyist 
dream come true. This home can accommodate any family and or retired couple who need room for family/friends! Definitely one to put on your short list.

$169,000 Don’t miss this chance to buy a commercial building in Fulford village on Salt Spring 
Island.  Instead of leasing commercial space buy your own building.  This sweet building could 
be used for any number of business.   The building has water but no sewer hookup.  One could 
put in a composting toilet.  The building is approx 560 Sq Ft, the lot it is sitting on is approx 653 
Sq Ft.  Why lease when you can buy!

$199,000  Close to town building lots with big potential harbour view from lot. Piped water with 
almost level building site make this 1.5 acre lot an ideal lot to build your dream home on Salt 
Spring Island. Driveway in place with older septic system that might work for temp RV hook up.

$599,000 Exuding a sophisticated yet casual air, this quality-built (and renovated) one level open 
plan home offers 3 bedrms, 2 bathrms, plus a den and separate studio, is located close to walking trails 
in a desirable west side neighbourhood.  With generous outdoor living spaces, sunny professionally 
landscaped gardens with raised beds, and views down Sansum Narrows, this craftsman home 
features a gorgeous custom kitchen, granite countertops, hardwood and tile floors, high quality 
carpeting, vaulted ceilings, custom fir cabinetry and built-ins, two sets of French doors, gorgeous 
windows, and two fireplaces.  Separate laundry area, high end appliances, and numerous special 
touches make this a value-laden, easy-lifestyle offering.

$205,000  On a quiet dead end road lies this easy to build on ocean view lot. This .28 acre ocean 
view building lot serviced with sewer and community piped water eliminating the need for 
costly septic system and well installation & maintenance. Excellent sun exposure and ideal for a 
2 story home to maximize on the ocean and island vistas. In a quiet neighbourhood enjoying the 
convenience of transit bus service . A short stroll to the beach, cafe and the Fernwood dock. 5th 
wheel RV trailer with temp power pole in place could be included in the price bring your offers. 

Scan the QR code 
to get a real time 
Salt Spring map 
with all the listings.

Scott Simmons  250-538-8316
email: saltspring@yahoo.com  •  www.SaltSpringRE.com

Salt Spring Island Representatives for

One Percent Realty
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Salt Spring Island Representative for
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It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island Representative for
One Percent realty
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DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

Driftwood

Dan Hardy - Denturist

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy - Denturist

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

For appointments call 
1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy 
Denturist

Salt Spring o�  ce located at 
Gulf Clinic

241 Lower Ganges Road
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs

• Home & Care Facility Visits

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Road

EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST
• New Dentures

• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.
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If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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Target areas outlined
in commission report

Two years later, the result is a 
38-page document that identifies 
14 recommendations and covers six 
broader priorities, which include: 
tourism; agriculture and food; eco-
nomic diversity; business efficiency; 
Ganges and Fulford infrastructure; 
and communication and advocacy.

Unlike all those previous stud-
ies, however, Martin and McIntyre 
stress this is more of an action plan 
and commissioners hope to imple-
ment seven of the recommenda-
tions within the year.

“This year we plan to be in action 
mode,” Martin said. “We plan to go 
out and get it done with the resourc-
es and the people that we have.”

Martin has already donned his 
project manager’s cap to promote 
Experience the Gulf Islands, work-
ing with residents on other south-
ern Gulf Islands to strengthen inter-
island links and promote the islands 
to a broader tourist market.

Other commissioners will soon 
be focused on promotion of shoul-
der and winter season visitation and 
a campaign to attract young entre-
preneurs and increase public sector 
employment by relocating CRD and 
Islands Trust jobs from Victoria to 
Salt Spring.

“We’re trying to move people to 
the island,” McIntyre said. “Those 
are well-paid jobs and it makes 
sense to have them here.”

While the action plan charts a 
clear course for the island’s eco-
nomic future, it also provides sober-
ing insight on several economic 
indicators.

“In contrast to retirees [who are 
relatively wealthy compared to  the 

provincial average], most work-
ing families on the island are not 
well off,” the report states. “When 
all household incomes, retiree and 
other, are considered, Salt Spring’s 
median income is 13 per cent below 
the B.C. average.”

For families with young children, 
the median income drops to 27 per 
cent below the provincial average. 
People with full-time, year-round 
employment average approximate-
ly 12 per cent below their counter-
parts elsewhere in the province.

Two thirds of all jobs on the island 
are part-time or seasonal.

“Considering the higher costs on 
ferry dependent islands, it is clear 
why young families cannot afford to 
live on Salt Spring,” the report states.

What the islanders lack in 
income, however, they make up 
for in diversity and entrepreneurial 
spirit. Nearly 35 per cent of islanders 
are self-employed — compared to 
14 per cent provincially — and more 
than 25 per cent work from home, a 
rate that is almost three times higher 
than the B.C. average.

“Many [Salt Spring residents] 
work multiple jobs, hence the some-
what exaggerated title of a [2011] 
publication called ‘You’re not really 
a Salt Springer until you have held 
four jobs simultaneously.’”

Along with 14 action targets, the 
plan suggests a need for further col-
laboration between the Islands Trust 
and the CRD to address “land use 
and infrastructure planning chal-
lenges and infrastructure bottle-
necks.” It also calls for more public 
and private funding for economic 
development activities and strong 
community support for economic 
development.

“Obviously we’ve got one or two 
barriers to cross, but at least we’ve 
got a structure,” McIntyre said.

Toward a More Resilient Salt 
Spring can be downloaded at crd.
bc.ca. The Community Economic 
Development Commission meets 
monthly. Commissioners encour-
age anyone who wants to help 
implement the plan to step for-
ward.

Photo by Sue Higgs

ALL SHE WROTE: A murder 
scene is investigated after writer 
Agatha Mystry (aka Kathy Page) 
signed her last books at Murder 
in the Library last Wednesday 
evening. The inaugural Salt 
Spring Public Library Association 
fundraiser was a sell-out, with 85 
bodies attending. 

CEDC
continued from 1

“We’re trying to move 
people to the island.”
wayne mcintyre
Salt Spring’s CRD director
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Turning 
off the tap

Opportunity for change at SSIFPD
Yet another election is looming, one for the board of trustees 

of the fi re department. 
 Elections to the fi re board occur annually but, unlike previ-

ous years, we have the rare opportunity in this one election 
to establish a new core team on our board. Four of the seven 
incumbents are either stepping down or not seeking re-
election, and a slate of residents has stepped forward that is 
committed to change.  

Ours is a rural community which, for decades, was served by 
a fi re department comprised almost exclusively of volunteers. 
With no community consultation, the board has 
pursued a direction which relies increasingly on 
full-time “career” firefighters. Despite unani-
mous opposition from those who attended the 
last budget session six months ago, the current 
board approved the hiring of two more full-time 
personnel. As of 10 years ago the operating bud-
get was around $800,000. Since then it has bal-
looned to over $2.5 million.  

At the board’s Feb. 16 meeting, consultant 
Richard Walker was present to answer some 
questions regarding his recent Fire Service 
Review report. From minutes of that meeting Mr. 
Walker commented “that the dollar cost of wages 
and benefi ts is too high to continue ‘business as 
usual.’” Ratepayers couldn’t agree more.

We need trustees that discuss issues in full view of the pub-
lic, not behind closed doors.  We need to have a board that 
seeks direction from the ratepayers instead of telling us what 

we should think . . . and then handing us the bill. We deserve 
trustees who are able to fi nd balance between wants versus 
needs. A trustee’s concept of fiscal responsibility shouldn’t 
be from the school of “No Price Too High.”  

It’s ludicrous to suggest that any effort to trim fat from the 
budget is the same as putting the community at risk. Indis-
criminate fear-mongering is not a substitute for rational 
decision making. But that is the rhetoric that’s dominated the 
board for years and resulted in the current situation. 

We’re fortunate to have a team of individuals come forward 
to fill those four seats. One (Linda Lee) is 
already in by acclamation. The other three are 
Mitch Forest, Derek Hill and Norbert Schlen-
ker. They each have different strengths which, 
when combined, are perfect to deal with the 
issues facing the fi re department. 

None of these four will need to recuse 
themselves from the decision-making pro-
cess as a result of any ties to the department. 
They are each truly independent, not just 
“sort of.”    

The slate and its many supporting volun-
teers now want your vote to complete the 
change of leadership on the board. All three 
need to be elected to assume the majority 

position and create the change we need and deserve. 

The above is also signed by Ron MacKenzie, Robert Steinbach 
and Conny Classen.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by RON MCCULLOCH

We deserve trustees 
who are able to � nd 
balance between 
wants versus needs.

THE ISSUE:
Water moratorium

WE SAY:
Restrictions signal 
new mindset
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Are Ganges seawalk ideas 
too ambitious?
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A
cross the province and 
in many parts of North 
America, water short-
ages have increasingly 

become a mainstay of head-
lines and newscasts.

Just last week, California imposed the fi rst 
mandatory water restrictions in the state’s history. 
Towns and cities in the Golden State are scurrying to 
develop plans that will cut water consumption by a 
whopping 25 per cent.

Meanwhile, fi refi ghters in northwest B.C. are 
already warning about increased wildfi re risk, and 
the Cowichan Valley Regional District has applied for 
federal money to raise a dam on the Cowichan River 
in anticipation of drier times ahead.

On Salt Spring, four of the past seven years have 
been signifi cantly drier than normal. The past two 

years have featured back-
to-back summer droughts 
that have encouraged 
water districts to ask prop-
erty owners to consider 
voluntary water restric-
tions.

According to the North 
Salt Spring Waterworks 
District’s chair Marshall 

Heinekey, there comes a time when planners and 
elected offi cials need to begin treating recent trends 
like the new normal.

Six months ago, the NSSWD quietly implemented 
a moratorium on any new water connections that 
would increase its commitment to the more than 
2,000 properties already listed on the district’s tax 
roll.

With much of the trustees’ attention diverted to 
the new water treatment plant at St. Mary Lake, the 
board has been unable to obtain approvals to raise a 
weir on Duck Creek and shore up more water supply 
in St. Mary Lake. As such, the moratorium remains 
in place.

Extended restrictions, combined with the district’s 
renewed efforts to promote water conservation, 
signal it’s time to take water quantity concerns very 
seriously.

“Adjusting to new limitations,” as the board states 
in a notice in this paper, requires the coordinated 
efforts of government agencies and commissions, 
but ultimately rests on a new mindset to guide how 
island residents who live within the NSSWD and 
beyond use water in the drier months and years to 
come.
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MATHEW MENARD
Constructing a greenhouse.

EUNICE HOWE
Pressure washing the deck.

PAMELA BUNKER
The big one on our mind 
now is to get all the plants 
going.

MICHAEL MENARD
I like the idea of solar power.

LISA WATSON
We would normally be cleaning 
up and mowing the lawn, but 
we’re in the middle of moving.

SALT SPRING 
SAYS
We asked: 
What spring home-
improvement 
project do you look 
forward to most?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

ISLAND VOICES QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “What we lack in quantity we make up 
for in quality and motivation.”

DARRYL MARTIN, SALT SPRING CEDC CHAIR, ON ECONOMIC ACTION PLAN

Vote result 
analyzed

Paul Marcano expresses a 
common feeling that when 
the majority of people who 
vote on an issue represent only 
a small minority of the popu-
lation eligible to vote that the 
result is somehow tarnished 
(“14 per cent not majority” let-
ter, April 1). 

I certainly agree that it is a 
pity that only 26 per cent of 
those eligible to vote in the 
NSSWD referendum did so. 
However, Salt Spring may be 
unusual compared to many 
jurisdictions in that quite a 
few residents do not live here 
full time, so perhaps at least a 
portion of the low turnout can 
be accounted for by absentee 
residents? 

I have been told that per-
haps 20 per cent of residents 
do not live here full-time. On 
the other hand, it is reasonable 
to suppose that even if they 
had all been here for the refer-

endum the turnout would still 
have been a low percentage of 
the total. In that case, the per-
centage who voted yes would 
probably not have been very 
much higher than 14 per cent, 
meaning that the decision 
would still have been made by 
a small minority of the eligible 
voters.

It’s obvious that most peo-
ple, by not voting, did not 
seem to care about the issue 
one way or the other, and so 
presumably they wouldn’t care 
one way or the other about 
the result. A slight majority of 
those who did care decided 
the issue, and with all due 
respect to Mr. Marcano, why 
should one propose that there 
is anything illegitimate about 
that?

As for requiring “a mini-
mum percentage of affected 
people to participate” in elec-
tions: where can one find a 
Solomon wise enough who 
will determine that value? And 
how many times would one 
have to repeat a referendum 

hoping that eventually that 
minimum percentage would 
be achieved?

For better or worse, in our 
community the public at large 
decides important issues such 
as water and fire services by 
referendum. If only a minority 
choose to participate, nobody 
has justifi cation to complain 
about the outcome. 
REUBEN KAUFMAN,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Brilliant idea
I attended at Fulford Hall at 

7 p.m. last Wednesday night, 
along with about 30 other 
expectant initiates, only to 
find the lights out, the door 
locked and nary a sighting of 
Al Gore, nor David Suzuki, 
whom I (and others) were very 
keen to welcome to Salt Spring 
Island. 

We were all very disap-
pointed, as Salt Spring Cast-
Off’s agenda (as stated in last 
week’s letters column), goes 
right to the heart of saving 
Earth and resonates with the 

sentiments of a large majority 
of Salt Springers.

Something must have gone 
wrong with the date and/or 
the time, and/or the visitors’ 
schedules. I would urge the 
organizers to get better orga-
nized and re-schedule what 
could be a formative, founda-
tional movement of which Salt 
Springers could be proud.

The idea is brilliant . . . let’s 
breathe life into it. I look for-
ward to it being rescheduled.
ROSS KING,
B E D D I S  R O A D 

Increase 
voting hours 

The election that is coming 
up for Salt Spring fire trust-
ees has generated quite a bit of 
interest. There is an opportu-
nity to create a major change 
in the make-up of the board 
since three new members will 
be elected and, with Linda Lee 
already in by acclamation, a 
majority of the sitting board 
will be new. 

Issues being faced will of 
course be a new fi re hall and 
the upcoming negotiations 
with the union. These are 
important decisions.

I for one would like to see a 
large voter turnout, one that 
reflects the change island-
ers want. Every prospective 
voter I have spoken to wants 
to be able to express their 
desire to help create a deci-
sive change. 

What I have also heard is 
that the voting times sim-
ply don’t work for many who 
have jobs during the day. 
They won’t be able to vote. 

Why would trustees set 
up voting times that disen-
franchise business working 
people? Consider the hours 
to vote: on Wednesday, April 
15 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
on Saturday, April 18 from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. So if you 
have a 9 to 5 job and have 
a job where you work on 
Saturdays, it’s been made 
extremely diffi cult for you to 
vote. 

With the Saturday Market 
underway, parking near the 
library will be at a premium. 

It’s important to realize, 
though, that if you do make 
it to the polls and are in line 
before closing you will be 
able to vote.

Evidently  the tr ust-
ees could have changed 
the hours. According to the 
returning offi cer (the person 
who runs the election) “. . . I 
sent a draft copy of the Notice 
to SSIFPD [the fi re trustees] 
for review and any changes 
but none were forthcoming.” 

Shouldn’t we try to allow 
everyone a chance to vote? 
An 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. day would 
help, or even an 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. day.

If there’s still an opportu-
nity to change it before the 
election, the trustees should 
extend the voting hours. 
MITCH FOREST,
S S I F P D  T R U S T E E  E L E C T I O N 
C A N D I D A T E

MORE LETTERS  continued on  8

Third article in a 
series for 2015

“He’s talking to Donald,” I said 
to myself, having observed that 
my husband was the only guy at 
North End Fitness that morning 
who was old enough to be a “sir.” 
I raced down the hall and found 
him staggering across the room, 
his left hand clutching at thin air. 
The young man grabbed him just 
before he pitched head fi rst onto 
the fl oor and, together, we steered 
him to a nearby bench. I sat down 
on Donald’s left, slipped my arm 
around his waist, and kept him 
from keeling over. Gradually, he 
regained consciousness but had 
no memory of what had just hap-
pened. 

I didn’t know it at the time, but 
Donald was experiencing a mas-
sive ischemic stroke that was tak-

ing out the entire right side of his 
body — he would have no move-
ment, no feeling, and almost no 
speech. When a stroke affects one 
side of your body, the resulting 
paralysis is called hemiplegia. 

“I think we’d better call 911,” I 
heard myself saying to a group of 
stunned onlookers.

“Yes, that’s a good idea,” some-
one replied and ran to the front 
desk to place the call. 

Time stands still when you’re 
waiting for an ambulance, but 
almost immediately the fi re chief, 
accompanied by one of his col-
leagues, was racing up the steps 
to North End Fitness’s second-
floor facility. Donald had just 
regained consciousness, so the 
chief started to assess his condi-
tion by asking his name, where he 
was born and what day it was. 

The fire hall is across the 
street from North End Fitness, so 
maybe you’re thinking, “What’s 
so impressive about that level of 
response? They were practically 
on the scene.” 

I didn’t realize it then and it 
wasn’t until just last week that I 
learned that our fi re-rescue per-
sonnel often arrive before ambu-
lance paramedics and are imme-
diately ready to respond to a wide 
variety of crises, making critical 
assessments and, in appropriate 
cases, starting treatment before 
the paramedics arrive. 

This is exactly what is meant by 
the term “fi rst responders.” Mem-
bers of Salt Spring Island Fire-Res-
cue — whether they are full-time 
professional employees or paid 
on-call volunteers — are trained 
to deal with all kinds of emergen-
cies. They can arrive before the 
ambulance paramedics because 
they live and work throughout the 
community. Wherever they are, 
they are ready to drop everything 
and come to our assistance.  

By the time the ambulance 
arrived (which, by the way, was 
only a few minutes later), the chief 
had already called to let them 
know his assessment of Don-
ald’s condition. This is important 

because when someone is hav-
ing a stroke, every minute counts. 
Even more important, I now real-
ize, is that when someone is on 
the second fl oor of a building, it 
takes four people to carry him on 
a stretcher safely down the stairs. 

Months later, I had bought and 
renovated a wheel-chair friend-
ly house so Donald could come 
home. As a full-time caregiver, I 
had a lot to learn. For example, 
someone with hemiplegia can be 
unaware of one half of their body. 
One morning, Donald was sit-
ting on the side of his bed and 
momentarily let go of his safety 
pole. Unbalanced, he was soon 
sliding to the fl oor. I was able to 
prevent a hard landing but unable 
to lift him. I dialed 911 and four 
members of Salt Spring Island 
Fire-Rescue arrived promptly to 
pick him up again. 

As our island population ages, 
our need for a well-equipped, 
well-trained fi rst responder team 
will increase. This is particularly 
true since we are spread out over 

185 square 
ki lometres. 
Whether it’s 
a stroke,  a 
heart attack, 
a fall from which we can’t get up, 
or some other emergency, some-
one will be dialing 911 on our 
behalf. 

SSIFR made 229 fi rst-respond-
er calls in 2013 and 231 in 2014. 
A brief review of its statistics for 
2015 on the ww.saltspringfire.
com website shows that SSIFR has 
already made 51 first responder 
calls out of a total of 109 crises of 
one sort or another. That’s almost 
50 per cent of the total.

Right now, I’m only three years 
younger than Donald was when 
he had his stroke and I can almost 
hear a 20-something female voice 
calling out, “Ma’am! Ma’am! Are 
you all right?”

I hope I’ll be able to reply, “If 
you have the presence of mind to 
dial 911, a first responder team 
will be here in a few minutes and 
I’ll be just fi ne.”  

AGING with GRACE: First responders to the rescue  

a fall from which we can’t get up, 
HELEN HINCHLIFF

BY HELEN 
HINCHLIFF

“Sir! Sir!” I heard a 20-something 
male voice call out around 

7:30 in the morning on July 15, 
1999. “Sir, are you all right?”
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If you are interested in an Advisory Commission appointment, please contact us for an 
application form or provide a statement of interest, relevant experience and qualifications by 
April 30, 2015. 

If you are interested in serving on the Board of Variance, please submit a written expression of 
interest specifying your background by April 30, 2015.

Applications should be addressed to the:
SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE, ISLANDS TRUST
1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2N8 or ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

For more information please contact 250.537.9144 or ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee (LTC) is Seeking Volunteers.
Become a member of the Board of Variance or a member of an Advisory 
Planning Commission.

Board of Variance

Purpose:  To adjudicate appeals for minor variance to the Zoning Bylaw and rule on 
applications as set out in Section 899 of the Local Government Act.

Term:       3-years. Meets when required (once or less per year).

Advisory Planning Commission

Purpose:  To provide recommendations to the LTC on matters referred to it concerning 
land use, community planning, or proposed bylaws and permits.

Term:      1-2-years. Meets on average once per month.
 
Agricultural Advisory Planning Commission

Purpose:  To provide recommendations to the LTC on matters referred to it concerning 
land use, community planning, or proposed bylaws and permits specifically 
related to Agriculture.

Term:      2-years. Meets on average less than once per month.

Maxine’s Priorities:
•	 Engage	the	public	in	meaningful	dialogue	about	each	service	provided	by	the	Fire	
Department	and	how	to	save	money	without	reducing	community	safety.	

•	 Engage	professional	assistance	in	negotiating	a	fair	and	affordable	contract	with	
unionized	firefighters.

•	 Undertake	a	meaningful	public	involvement	process	to	design	a	new	fire	hall	that	
will	be	acceptable	to	the	community.		

•	 Implement	the	Walker	recommendations	through	a	respectful	collaboration	
between	the	Trustees,	staff	and	the	public.		

Maxine knows how government should work
•	 For	decades	she	has	been	involved	in	public	participation	and	government	decision	
making.	On	Salt	Spring	she	has	been	promoting	inclusive	and	effective	public	
involvement	in	government	decisions,	making	presentations	to	the	Islands	Trust,	
community	groups	and	writing	in	the	Driftwood.	

•	 Retired	policy	analyst	with	the	City	of	Los	Angeles	finding	solutions	to	community	
problems.	

Maxine has leadership experience
•	 Elected	Director	of	the	Three	Valleys	Municipal	Water	District	providing	drinking	
water	to	13	cities	and	entities	in	Los	Angeles	County.

•	 Served	on	the	board	of	many	non-profit	organizations.	
•	 Currently	a	Commissioner	on	the	SSI	Liquid	Waste	Commission.

VOTE
Wednesday April 15 11-4 

Saturday April 18 11-5
Salt Spring Library

The other candidates are running together. 
Maxine is the only INDEPENDENT candidate in the race.   

Independent th
inkingVOTE

FOR
Respected

Experienced
Collaborative

VOTE FOR 
Maxine LEICHTER
for Fire District Trustee

Herring roe 
fishery is 
destructive

The Depar tment  of 
Fisheries and Oceans has 
become useless in its role 
of managing and protect-
ing fish populations for a 
sustainable, viable fishery 
in Canada. 

Herring are a vital food 
for salmon, halibut, cod 
and many other fish we 
enjoy eating. Herring also 
feed people, orcas, other 
whales, sea and land mam-
mals, sea birds and eagles. 
They are a vital part of the 
marine food web, affecting 
all these other species. 

Herring have been over-
fished for decades, but the 
roe fishery is most destruc-
tive, killing them before 
they can spawn. 

Mature herring should 
live for many years, spawn-
ing many times and grow-
ing to eight or 10 inches 
long. Most now never get to 
grow more than five or six 
inches, killed before their 
first spawn. It takes far more 
of these small fish to make 
up the tonnage allowed in 
the roe fishery.

The roe-on-kelp herring 
fishery as successfully prac-
tised by First Nations is sus-
tainable and marketable. 
Only roe-on-kelp harvest-
ing should be allowed.

Roe-on-kelp allows the 
spawners to survive and 
renew the resource as well 
as sustaining the popula-
tions and health of those 
other species that depend 
on herring for food. A 
healthy herring population 
would thereby do much 

to enhance the survival 
of young salmon as they 
emerge from rivers to begin 
their migration. These 
salmon are being eaten in 
place of the scarce herring.

The federal government 
needs to expect and instruct 
our Department of Fisher-
ies and Oceans to serve the 
people of Canada by main-
taining and enhancing our 
marine resources rather 
than serving corporate 
profits. Our future depends 
on sustainable resources, 
particularly right now our 
herring.
NANCY WIGEN,
F e r n w o o d 

Politics of 
inclusion 

The Salt Spring Voice of 
Women for Peace group 
agrees with UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon when 
he says, “Over the longer 
term, the biggest threat to 
terrorists is not the power of 
missiles, it is the politics of 
inclusion.”

Of course we want to help 
the people being terrorized 
by ISIS and other terrorist 
groups. We wanted to help 
victims of the Taliban as 
well. In choosing war, we 
squander resources that 
could be put to much bet-
ter use. 

Indeed, when we attack 
“enemies,” we just add to the 
killing, and can’t help but kill 
people who are not terror-
ists. Our attacks add to the 
feelings of despair, fear and 
anger and the widespread 

perception of unbearable 
injustice which throws fuel 
on the fire of terrorism.

The “politics of inclu-
sion” is the opposite of 
injustice. It means commu-
nicating in ways that build 
trust and foster the rule of 
law — much better than 
using military attacks with 
ill-defined and unattain-
able goals.

When we look at the 
results of our interventions 
in the Middle East, how 
could we possibly think it 
makes sense to continue 
with more of the same?
Jan Slakov,
a n d  o t h e r  V OW   m e m b e r s

Voting for
Maxine
Leichter

I hope to vote for one of 
the fire trustee candidates 
only, and her name is Max-
ine Leichter.

I’m voting for Max-
ine because she brings  a 
career in  civic infrastruc-
ture to the job; because she 
has engaged for more than 
a decade with the warp and 
weft of  our community; 
indeed because to Maxine 
the very word “commu-
nity” denotes an organism 
with a heart — and a pulse; 
and finally because I share 
the belief that there’s a moral 
distinction between a sys-
tem whose citizens’ annual 
tax assessment dollars flow 
into a life-saving commu-
nity service and a system 
in which those dollars flow 
into the  province’s insur-
ance apparatus. 
Michael Butler,
S a l t  S p r i n g

MORELETTERS

Broom cutting time again
By JANE PETCH 

It’s blooming broom season again 
and many Salt Spring Islanders can take 
huge credit for all the work parties and 
broom removal efforts over the past 
year.

The results are easy to see. A walk 
along Old Scott Road, for example, is a 
far different walk than it was a year ago.

Back then the broom grew heavy and 
thick along the roadway. After a rain 
the plants hung forward into the road, 
touching passing vehicles.

Of more concern was the fire accel-
erator factor. A wild fire is hard to stop 
in any dry hot weather, but add in a 
corridor of resinous, thick broom plants 
and you have a racing fire bullet aimed 
straight at your house. Just ask the 
island’s fire chief.  

On April 15 last year, 15 neighbours 
turned out for a work party along Old 
Scott. By the end of the day, nearly a 
kilometre of broom had been cut. We 
stacked the broom along the side of the 
road in huge piles, butt ends out for 
easier chipping.

We broke for lunch and by four in the 
afternoon we were done, and done in. 
A few diehards went back to search for 
camouflaged plants over the next few 
days. A week later Cal Mills came by 
and, with the help of a few neighbours, 

chipped the whole lot in just over two 
hours. 

At  $100 an hour, the total cost of chip-
ping and removing the kilometre of cut 
broom was about $250, covered by neigh-
bours who paid $20 a household. Thanks 
to Cal for all his work. The new owner of 
the business is Cameron Proudfoot of Salt 
Spring Wood Chipping.

Today I walk along that same kilometre 
of Old Scott Road and I see a road that 
looks like it was “in the old days,” green 
and lush with new native vegetation. Cut-
ting the broom in bloom, at ground level, 
and before the summer drought sets in, 
seems to have finished off most of it. 

As the annual broom and invasive 
plant campaign gears up, with a free 
public drop-off in May, volunteers are 
preparing hand-made signs reminding 
us all that, as the yellow broom flowers 
appear, it is time to stop the spread of 
this invasive fire accelerator and to start 
cutting.

To dispose of freshly cut broom at any 
time you can call Jan Steinman at 250-
653-2024 and take the green plants to 
feed his goats. For more information an 
about broom removal, call Jean Wilkin-
son at 250-537-4877.

The writer is an Old Scott Road resi-
dent.
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Home Owners helping HomeownersTM

We are stocked 
for the 

Spring Season!

OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK    250.537.5551  MONDAY-SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM | SUNDAYS 10 AM - 5PM

...a bouquet 
of events all 
month long!

IN

month long!
Welcome to the 

� fth annual 
Salt Spring Blooms in April 

spring celebration! 
The island’s gardens, farms and public spaces are bursting with new 

growth and activities this month, with details on the following pages.

Special events take place on Salt Spring throughout the month of April, 
ranging from the Japanese Garden Society’s Blossom Festival on April 18 
to the Stagecoach Theatre School’s annual production from April 24-26.

This week sees A Tapestry of Japanese Sounds Vol. 2 concert 
with a Shamisen and Taiko Drum Duo at Mahon Hall on Thursday, April 9, 

and the Saturday Market in the Park runs for the second time this season all day in 
Centennial Park on April 11. 

The Five Women in Abstraction exhibit at Mahon Hall continues daily 
through April 12, with art talks on April 8 and 12 at 12 noon. 

Many of the activities are free!

SALT SPRING
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Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384    www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

Greenhouse Gardening Starts Here!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability. 

Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits. 
See our website for details. 
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Floral Paintings
the art of Jill Louise Campbell

Tulips 
Original Paintings    April 9,10,11    

  www.jlcgallery.com

Be a hero and help save lives.  
Call us! 250-537-2123

Low-cost Spay/Neuter vouchers 
available at your local SPCA. 

Be a hero and help save lives.  

available at your local SPCA. 
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Elizabeth May, O.C., 
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Saanich - Gulf Islands

Providing conscientious,

caring,

non-partisan

service.

• Sprayers • Valves
• Rotors  • Valve Boxes
• Driplines • Waterlines
• Controllers

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 250-537-4978
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-5:00, Sat. 8:30-5:00      www.slegglumber.ca

SLEGG
BUILDING MATERIALS LTD.

Less Water, 
More Green!

Irrigation Systems 
for Every Yard
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  �lossom �estival

Fraser’s Thimble Farms

250-537-5788  9:00-4:30
175 Arbutus Road, Southey Pt. Daily

For all your gardening 
needs come visit our 

3.5 acre nursery. 
We have a huge selection 
of perennials, shrubs, trees, 

vegetable starts, 
berries and much more.

Growing for islanders for 43 years.

Thursday, April 9
Special performance called A Tapestry of 

Japanese Sounds Vol. 2. Dynamic Shamisen 
and Taiko Drum Duo performs 

at Mahon Hall. 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 15
Collection: Reading Selected Works with Brian 
Brett & Phyllis Webb. This free Read Local BC 
literary event takes place at the Salt Spring 

Island Public Library at 7 p.m.

Friday, April 17
The Salt Spring Concert Band presents 
music from award-winning anime � lms 

and exceptionally beautiful selections by 
Japanese composers. One night only and 

not-to-be missed! ArtSpring Theatre will host 
the 7:30 p.m. performance and tickets are 

available at the box o�  ce or at: 
www.artspring.ca

Saturday, April 18
Blossom Festival hosted by 

The Japanese Garden Society of 
Salt Spring Island. 

Join the community in the Peace Park 
on Jackson Avenue 

from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Food, music, demos, booths and more!

Sunday, April 19 
A Taste of Salt Spring – a food and 
wine-tasting extravaganza at the 

Harbour House Hotel from 4 to 6 p.m. 
For only $17 in advance or $20 at the door, 

you will enjoy tastings from various 
Salt Spring restaurants, wineries 

and brewery. 
Tickets at the Salt Spring Chamber 

or Harbour House Hotel.

Wednesday, April 22
Earth Day in Centennial Park

Yoga in the gazebo from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Vendors, speakers, music & dance 3 to 5 p.m. 

Conversations With the Wrong Listeners 
interactive performance at 5:30 p.m. 

At the Salt Spring Public Library, 
a documentary � lm 

will be shown at 6 p.m. 

Friday-Sunday, April 24, 25, 26
StageCoach Theatre students present 

James and the Giant Peach, 
with improv students opening the show. 

ArtSpring. 7 p.m. on April 24-25, 
and 2 p.m. on April 26.

Saturday, April 25
The Annual SSI Garden Club Plant Sale 

is on from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Farmers’ Institute at 351 Rainbow Rd. 

This is the place to see and purchase shrubs, 
herbs, � owers and veggie plants. 

Bring a box, they � ll up faster than you think!

Tuesday, April 28
Bu� y Sainte-Marie at the 

SSI Folk Club 
at Fulford Hall! 7 p.m. 

This will be a fantastic show. 
Tickets at Salt Spring Books – 

cash only please.

MOUAT’S TRADING HOME HARDWARE
106 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-5551
www.mouatstrading.com
We are open 7 days a week, including 
holidays. We have everything you need for 
your home, boat and garden. We are more 
than just a hardware store — you never 
know what you’ll � nd. Serving the Gulf 
Islands and visitors from around the world 
since 1907.

GARY HOLMAN, MLA
Constituency O�  ce
2393 Beacon Ave., Sidney
250-655-5711  /  1-855-955-5711
Your community advocate for assistance 
with provincial programs and agencies. 
Serving Saanich North and the Gulf Islands.

ELIZABETH MAY, MP
Constituency O�  ce 9711 
Fourth St., Sidney, B.C.
250-657-2000
Member of Parliament for the riding of 
Saanich-Gulf Islands. Consciencious, caring, 
non-partisan service. 

STAGECOACH THEATRE SHOOL
100 Jackson Ave, Ganges
250-538-7494
www.stagecoachtheatre.ca
Please join StageCoach Theatre School in 
celebrating its 16th season with the 2015 
Annual Show: James and the Giant Peach! 
April 24th & 25th @ 7p.m. and April 26th 
@ 2p.m. Silent auction- Yummy baked 
goods - there’s something for everyone! Call 
ArtSpring at 250-537-2102 for tickets or: 
www.artspring.ca

MOUAT’S CLOTHING
Ganges Village
106 Fulford Ganges Road
250-537-5551
www.mouatstrading.com
Mouat’s Clothing continues its tradition 
of providing a vast, eclectic selection of 
clothing, footwear and accessories for 
every family member. Heritage brands 
and boutique fashions are found on two 
sweeping � oors in the heart of Ganges 
Village. Visit our knowledgeable, friendly 
sta�  that will assist in out� tting your island 

SALT SPRING BOOKS
104 McPhillips Ave., Ganges
250-537-2812
A shop for everyone - a great selection 
of books and magazines, journals and 
calendars, gifts for special occasions and art 
supplies. Visit us in the centre of Salt Spring!

SPCA
540 Lower-Ganges Road, Ganges
250-537-2123
The SPCA’s mission is to protect and 
enhance the quality of life for domestic, 
farm and wild animals in British Columbia.  
At this time of year, we urge everyone with 
cats to please consider having them spayed 
or neutered.   Nothing is more tragic than 
the inadvertent death of kittens on our 
roads, or the overpopulation of unwanted 
cats in adoption centres all over BC.

JILL LOUISE CAMPBELL
3-110 Purvis Lane
250-537-1589
www.jlcgallery.com
Friday April 3. France exhibition of original 
paintings from journeys while in France. 
Reception Good Friday 4-7 the Jill Louise 
Campbell Art Gallery Show open Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday.

FRASER’S THIMBLE FARMS
175 Arbutus Road
Open 9 - 4:30 everyday. Come see what’s 
in bloom right now. We carry a full line of 
nursery plants including perennials, trees, 
shrubs, native and rare and unusual plants.

RUSSELL NURSERY
1370 Wain Rd. North Saanich
250-656-0384
www.russellnursery.com
Russell Nursery, in North Saanich, BC is the 
authorized importer and BC distributor for 
Halls Greenhouses. We have a network of 
dealers, serving Vancouver Island and the 
Gulf Islands and shipping is available to 
other areas of the province as well. Russell 
Nursery is a family owned and operated 
business, founded in 1994. The nursery is 
located in beautiful North Saanich, about 
halfway between the Victoria International 
Airport and the Swartz Bay ferry terminal. 
We are just o�  the Pat Bay Highway (Hwy 17) 
and it is easy to reach us the Gulf Islands.

SLEGG LUMBER
804 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-4978    250-537-4945  
www.slegglumber.ca
Always competitive pricing for all building 
material needs for contractors and 
homeowners, including paints and stains 
(Pittsburgh, Olympic, TimberPro Envirosafe 
stains.) Plumbing, septic, hot water tanks, 
irrigation systems, electrical, construction 
and � nish lumber, custom beams, trusses 
& roo� ng (metal, shake, rolled & asphalt), 
drywall & trim, power tools and complete 
hardware. Crane truck for deliveries (rooftop 
and site yard). Knowledgeable & Friendly Sta� .  
Mon.-Fri. 7am-5:30pm/Sat. 8:30am-5pm. 
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  �lossom �estival

Fraser’s Thimble Farms

250-537-5788  9:00-4:30
175 Arbutus Road, Southey Pt. Daily

For all your gardening 
needs come visit our 

3.5 acre nursery. 
We have a huge selection 
of perennials, shrubs, trees, 

vegetable starts, 
berries and much more.

Growing for islanders for 43 years.

Thursday, April 9
Special performance called A Tapestry of 

Japanese Sounds Vol. 2. Dynamic Shamisen 
and Taiko Drum Duo performs 

at Mahon Hall. 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 15
Collection: Reading Selected Works with Brian 
Brett & Phyllis Webb. This free Read Local BC 
literary event takes place at the Salt Spring 

Island Public Library at 7 p.m.

Friday, April 17
The Salt Spring Concert Band presents 
music from award-winning anime � lms 

and exceptionally beautiful selections by 
Japanese composers. One night only and 

not-to-be missed! ArtSpring Theatre will host 
the 7:30 p.m. performance and tickets are 

available at the box o�  ce or at: 
www.artspring.ca

Saturday, April 18
Blossom Festival hosted by 

The Japanese Garden Society of 
Salt Spring Island. 

Join the community in the Peace Park 
on Jackson Avenue 

from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Food, music, demos, booths and more!

Sunday, April 19 
A Taste of Salt Spring – a food and 
wine-tasting extravaganza at the 

Harbour House Hotel from 4 to 6 p.m. 
For only $17 in advance or $20 at the door, 

you will enjoy tastings from various 
Salt Spring restaurants, wineries 

and brewery. 
Tickets at the Salt Spring Chamber 

or Harbour House Hotel.

Wednesday, April 22
Earth Day in Centennial Park

Yoga in the gazebo from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Vendors, speakers, music & dance 3 to 5 p.m. 

Conversations With the Wrong Listeners 
interactive performance at 5:30 p.m. 

At the Salt Spring Public Library, 
a documentary � lm 

will be shown at 6 p.m. 

Friday-Sunday, April 24, 25, 26
StageCoach Theatre students present 

James and the Giant Peach, 
with improv students opening the show. 

ArtSpring. 7 p.m. on April 24-25, 
and 2 p.m. on April 26.

Saturday, April 25
The Annual SSI Garden Club Plant Sale 

is on from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Farmers’ Institute at 351 Rainbow Rd. 

This is the place to see and purchase shrubs, 
herbs, � owers and veggie plants. 

Bring a box, they � ll up faster than you think!

Tuesday, April 28
Bu� y Sainte-Marie at the 

SSI Folk Club 
at Fulford Hall! 7 p.m. 

This will be a fantastic show. 
Tickets at Salt Spring Books – 

cash only please.

MOUAT’S TRADING HOME HARDWARE
106 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-5551
www.mouatstrading.com
We are open 7 days a week, including 
holidays. We have everything you need for 
your home, boat and garden. We are more 
than just a hardware store — you never 
know what you’ll � nd. Serving the Gulf 
Islands and visitors from around the world 
since 1907.

GARY HOLMAN, MLA
Constituency O�  ce
2393 Beacon Ave., Sidney
250-655-5711  /  1-855-955-5711
Your community advocate for assistance 
with provincial programs and agencies. 
Serving Saanich North and the Gulf Islands.

ELIZABETH MAY, MP
Constituency O�  ce 9711 
Fourth St., Sidney, B.C.
250-657-2000
Member of Parliament for the riding of 
Saanich-Gulf Islands. Consciencious, caring, 
non-partisan service. 

STAGECOACH THEATRE SHOOL
100 Jackson Ave, Ganges
250-538-7494
www.stagecoachtheatre.ca
Please join StageCoach Theatre School in 
celebrating its 16th season with the 2015 
Annual Show: James and the Giant Peach! 
April 24th & 25th @ 7p.m. and April 26th 
@ 2p.m. Silent auction- Yummy baked 
goods - there’s something for everyone! Call 
ArtSpring at 250-537-2102 for tickets or: 
www.artspring.ca

MOUAT’S CLOTHING
Ganges Village
106 Fulford Ganges Road
250-537-5551
www.mouatstrading.com
Mouat’s Clothing continues its tradition 
of providing a vast, eclectic selection of 
clothing, footwear and accessories for 
every family member. Heritage brands 
and boutique fashions are found on two 
sweeping � oors in the heart of Ganges 
Village. Visit our knowledgeable, friendly 
sta�  that will assist in out� tting your island 

SALT SPRING BOOKS
104 McPhillips Ave., Ganges
250-537-2812
A shop for everyone - a great selection 
of books and magazines, journals and 
calendars, gifts for special occasions and art 
supplies. Visit us in the centre of Salt Spring!

SPCA
540 Lower-Ganges Road, Ganges
250-537-2123
The SPCA’s mission is to protect and 
enhance the quality of life for domestic, 
farm and wild animals in British Columbia.  
At this time of year, we urge everyone with 
cats to please consider having them spayed 
or neutered.   Nothing is more tragic than 
the inadvertent death of kittens on our 
roads, or the overpopulation of unwanted 
cats in adoption centres all over BC.

JILL LOUISE CAMPBELL
3-110 Purvis Lane
250-537-1589
www.jlcgallery.com
Friday April 3. France exhibition of original 
paintings from journeys while in France. 
Reception Good Friday 4-7 the Jill Louise 
Campbell Art Gallery Show open Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday.

FRASER’S THIMBLE FARMS
175 Arbutus Road
Open 9 - 4:30 everyday. Come see what’s 
in bloom right now. We carry a full line of 
nursery plants including perennials, trees, 
shrubs, native and rare and unusual plants.

RUSSELL NURSERY
1370 Wain Rd. North Saanich
250-656-0384
www.russellnursery.com
Russell Nursery, in North Saanich, BC is the 
authorized importer and BC distributor for 
Halls Greenhouses. We have a network of 
dealers, serving Vancouver Island and the 
Gulf Islands and shipping is available to 
other areas of the province as well. Russell 
Nursery is a family owned and operated 
business, founded in 1994. The nursery is 
located in beautiful North Saanich, about 
halfway between the Victoria International 
Airport and the Swartz Bay ferry terminal. 
We are just o�  the Pat Bay Highway (Hwy 17) 
and it is easy to reach us the Gulf Islands.

SLEGG LUMBER
804 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-4978    250-537-4945  
www.slegglumber.ca
Always competitive pricing for all building 
material needs for contractors and 
homeowners, including paints and stains 
(Pittsburgh, Olympic, TimberPro Envirosafe 
stains.) Plumbing, septic, hot water tanks, 
irrigation systems, electrical, construction 
and � nish lumber, custom beams, trusses 
& roo� ng (metal, shake, rolled & asphalt), 
drywall & trim, power tools and complete 
hardware. Crane truck for deliveries (rooftop 
and site yard). Knowledgeable & Friendly Sta� .  
Mon.-Fri. 7am-5:30pm/Sat. 8:30am-5pm. 
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SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF ELECTION BY VOTING FOR TRUSTEES  

ELECTION BY VOTING

Public Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Salt Spring Island Fire 
Protection District an Election by Voting is necessary to elect, for a three year 
term commencing at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held on April 
20th, 2015 and terminating at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held in 
the year 2018, to fill the offices of three (3) Trustees on the Board of Salt Spring 
Island Fire Protection District and that the persons nominated as candidates at 
the Election and for whom the votes will be received are listed below:

TRUSTEES - three persons to be elected:
Surname Given Name Residential Address

FOREST Mitchell     267 Suneagle Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C

HILL Derek 221 Chu-an Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 1H9

LEICHTER Maxine     706 Mt. Belcher Hts.. Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 2J3

SCHLENKER Norbert 30 Bittoncourt Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C., 

AND THAT the one year term commencing at the end of the Annual General 
Meeting to be held on April twentieth (20th), 2015 and terminating at the end of the 
Annual General Meeting to be held in 2016 for which nominations were received:

TRUSTEE (One person to be elected)
Surname Given Name  Residential Address

LEE Linda 220 Park Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 2R6

ELECTED BY ACCLAMATION

VOTING DAY for the election of Trustees will be open on Saturday the eighteenth 
(18th) day of April 2015, TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND 
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT at: 

SALT SPRING ISLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY, 129 McPhillips Avenue
 
AND SUCH VOTING PLACE SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF Eleven 
(11:00) A.M. and Five (5:00 ) P.M.

ADVANCE VOTING for election of Trustees shall be open on Wednesday the 
fifteenth (15th) of April 2015 TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS  OF THE SALTSPRING 
ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT between the hours of eleven (11:00) A.M. 
and four (4:00) P.M. at the Salt Spring Island Public Library, 129 McPhillips 
Avenue.

Given under my hand at Ganges, B.C. this twentieth (20th) day of March 2015.

   Thomas F. Moore
   Returning Officer

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS
 You are qualified as an Elector if you are:

(a) A Canadian Citizen
(b) eighteen years or older on Voting Day
(c) a resident in the Province for at least six months before Voting Day
(d) an owner of land within the boundaries of the Salt Spring Island Fire 

Protection District
(e) an authorized agent, designated in writing as the said agent, of a Board 

or Corporation that owns land within the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection 
District

 If more than one person is registered on title as owner of land then those owners 
are entitled to vote providing they meet the qualifications set out above. No 
persons may vote more than once with the exception that they may vote as an 
authorized agent and personally if they own land on a personal basis. Please note 
that when checking the list of owners provided by the B.C. Assessment Authority 
the multiple ownership of some properties may not have been recorded. If the 
property that is being used for voting purposes is held in multiple ownership it 
is recommended that the persons intending to vote bring suitable identification, 
as listed below, to avoid any inconvenience. 

If you are not on the List of Registered Electors you may register on Voting 
Day providing you produce two pieces of identification, one of which has 
your signature, preferably with pictorial identification, e.g drivers licence, and 
documentation proving ownership of the land for which you are owner, e.g tax 
notice, assessment notice or duplicate certificate of title.

3rd ANNUAL

April 10th-12th

Friday, April 10th, 2015 10:00am – 8:00pm
Saturday April 11th, 2015 10:00am – 8:00pm
Sunday April 12th, 2015 10:00am – 5:00pm

Admission: $5.00 (weekend wristband – cash only)
Friday & Saturday: 2 for 1 Admission after 6:00pm

(Children Free: Under 18 accompanied by an Adult)

Parking: Free
RVDA of BC • 604-575-3368

info@rvda.bc.ca • www.rvda.bc.ca

Arbutus Meadows 
Equestrian Centre

1515 East Island Hwy., Nanoose Bay
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SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician  

for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

What does health care really cost? 
by RON MACKENZIE

I will be 73 this year. Being a 
non-smoking, average-drinking, 
safe-driving male in B.C., the 
actuarial people suggest I am on 
track to live until I’m about 85. 

Alternately it means that I have 
now completed about 85 per cent 
of my statistical life . . . 15 per cent 
to go. It would seem that I am just 
starting the Sunday of my life, 
with six days down and one to go. 
A day of reflection and thought, 
and then poof.

I suspect that I may be count-
ing on the Medical Services Plan 
much more in the future than I 
have in the past. And the Supreme 
Court has recently asked of a phy-
sician one last task on my account 
— to assist me to become a post-
Canadian — and it seems I may 
have some say in the timing of 
the matter.

And so I start to wonder about 
the three-legged stool comprising 
my choices on life enhancement/
extension, health-care costs and 
society’s needs.

To help in considering this 
matter, let me introduce a term: 
the TEU — standing for Teacher 
Equivalent Unit. A TEU is fund-
ed by our society in much the 
same way as our health-care costs 
are. And a TEU is worth about 
$100,000, the amount of money 
that our society invests to main-
tain a teacher for about a year. 
This will be helpful as we con-
sider the impacts of our decisions 
on society.

As an example, two new hips 
in B.C. will cost our society about 
$100,000, or one TEU. To the per-
son with the hip pain, there is no 
question. But, for others, there is. 
Our society can choose to sup-
port the education of about 25 
kids for a year, or permit a person 
to walk less painfully for a few 
years.

A year in a long-term care facil-
ity costs about one TEU. Again, 
our society can choose to support 
someone for another year of their 
roughly 80 so far, or educate 25 
kids for a year. Many of us, if we 
could see through the dementia 
fog, might rather opt for the chil-
dren of our society, their needs 
and their futures.

If we lived in a remote aborigi-
nal community, in remote aborig-
inal times, and we felt ourselves 
to be a cost or a drain on the vital-
ity of our tribe, we might wander 
off into the woods, or onto the 
ice flows, and let nature do what 
nature does best. Score one for 
the TEU.

If we had no insurance, our 
health-care decisions in later 
life would comprise a balance 
between the benefit we expect 
to receive, the future needs of 
our partner and the wishes we 
might have for our children. And 
we come to be aware that a TEU 
is also about equal to a four-year 
university degree for one of our 
grandchildren.

With health-care insurance, 
such as our MSP, we gener-
ally think there is no particular 
cost attached to the services 
we receive. And so we might go 
along with some pretty heavy 
financial lifting to extend or 

improve our lives. We would 
seem to hope that our political 
and bureaucratic folk have every-
thing under good management 
and control, and there is not 
much need for us to pay atten-
tion. This is a major, untested 
assumption.

From time to time we see 
glimpses of what health-care 
really costs, though. Some new 
drugs have been approved for 
coverage in other provinces, and 
that coverage will cost medical 
plans $300,000 to $700,000 per 
patient per year. In our new lan-
guage, this amounts to three to 
seven TEUs, and that means the 
education of about 100 to 200 
kids per year per patient.

And then we note that phar-
maceutical  companies  are 
financially supporting patient 
groups who choose to lobby 
our decision makers to obtain 
approvals for their drugs, and 
we are hoping mightily that the 
right decisions are being made. 
We are not invited to be a part of 
those decisions, leaving things 
instead for professional and aca-
demic experts who seem to float 
from industry to government to 
health care, and back again with 
little apparent concern for con-
flicts of interest.

Thus we find there is not much 
dialogue in the public inter-
est areas of the cost of health 
care, except that we sense the 
growth of health-care costs as 
being somewhat metastatic in its 
nature. And we know what hap-
pens when that word is used.

One thing we can do is encour-
age our provincial government 
to issue each of us a statement 
advising how much health-
care money was spent on our 
behalf during the previous three 
months. We would finally come 
to really know how much that 
visit to the specialist really cost, 
how much the week in the hos-
pital cost, or how much the pace-
maker cost. This would entail a 
fair bit of money, but it would 
start to condition us to the fact 
that health care does cost money 
. . . a lot of money. And we might 
start being just a little judicious 
in how we consume it.

Another thing we can do is to 
start conversations on how we 
choose to balance the three-
legged stool. These chats are not 
definitive, but they will help us 
and our families, when the going 
gets tough.

A third thing we might do is 
be really interested in the new 
rules coming out of Ottawa with 
respect to physician-assisted 
dying. And to also note what 
other jurisdictions in North 
America and Europe are doing.

The writer is 
retired from a 
career in bio-
t e c h n o l o g y 
and active in 
the Salt Spring 
community. 

INDEPTH

RON 
Mackenzie

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
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WATER CATCHMENT 

Tapping 
into 
the rain 

I
t’s fi tting that the rain begins to fall in time for 
an interview with John Campbell.

When he and his wife Gillian moved into their 
North Beach Road home in the early ‘90s, nei-
ther was familiar with living on well water or the 

massive water cistern buried in the backyard.
“I don’t think we really appreciated it at all,” Camp-

bell said during a tour of his property.
“Pumps and pressure tanks were all sort of new to us.”
Twenty years later, the couple’s elaborate rainwater 

catchment system has reached a capacity of roughly 
32,000 litres (7,000 gallons).

What the secret?
Get to know your plumber.
By treating the simplest plumbing jobs as a kind of 

private workshop, consulting local experts at Windsor 
Plywood or Slegg Lumber and wearing out his copy of 
Rainwater Collection for the Mechanically Challenged, 
Campbell developed a whole new understanding of 
water, conservation and technical profi ciency.

“It really helps to get a good book,” he said.
Campbell stores water in two above-ground cis-

terns with a capacity of about 3,000 gallons. A further 
4,000 gallons of capacity is available in that under-
ground tank buried in his back yard. Water collected 
off the roof fi lls the tanks over the winter. By April, he 

said, the tanks are fully loaded. 
Rainwater passes through a series of fi lters on its 

way to the house, where the Campbells use it for 
everything except drinking.

“[The water quality] has been tested and found 
to be satisfactory, but we wonder how often we’d 
have to test it on 
a regular basis in 
order to feel confi -

dent [about drinking 
it],” he said. “We also 

have an asphalt roof, 
and I think we would 
be more inclined to 
drink it if it was off a 
metal roof.”

The Campbells are 
among island home-
owners who’ve begun 
to store water for any 
number of reasons. 
Some, like the Camp-
bells, act out of neces-
sity to augment their well’s limited capacity. Others 
have started to heed warnings of looming water 
shortages and mounting infrastructure costs for the 
delivery of potable water.

Several of the island’s rain-catchment pioneers 
opened their homes to more than 100 participants at 
the Every Drop Counts Rainwater Harvesting Tour in 
March. Organizers said the successful event, which 
coincided with World Water Day, reveals a growing 
interest in water conservation. Salt Spring Water 
Council and Salt Spring Island Watershed Protection 
Authority members will consider making the tour an 
annual event.

Participants like Chris Dixon showed more than 
100 curious visitors his Mansell Road property, where 
rainwater from his roof is collected in two second-
hand above-ground pools. Dixon’s water catchment 
capacity, which reaches 68,200 litres (15,000 gallons), 
is enough to irrigate several dozen blueberry bushes 
and two bowling alley lane-sized greenhouses.

Across the road, Jane Squier has devoted 20 years to 
the trial-and-error of building a massive 227,300-litre 
(50,000-gallon) system that feeds her aquaponic Liv-
ing Lettuce business. 

“It’s been fun for about the past 12 years,” she told 
visitors on the tour. “Before that, I was just trying to 
make it work.”

WATER CATCHMENT  continued on  16

PHOTOS BY SEAN MCINTYRE 

North Beach Road resident John Campbell with 
tanks and pipes that form part of his household’s 
rainwater catchment system. 

Spring Home 
IMPROVEMENT
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Twenty years later, 
the couple’s elaborate 
rainwater catchment 
system has reached 
a capacity of roughly 
32,000 litres (7,000 
gallons).

PHOTOS BY SEAN MCINTYRE 

More islanders reaping 
rainwater harvest

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F
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804 FULFORD-GANGES RD 250-537-4978 Monday-Friday 7-5, Saturday 8:30-5

SLEGG
BUILDING MATERIALS LTD.

See us for a fast quote on
all your building requirements

EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
from the ground up!

� Concrete
� Insulation

� Flooring
� Painting
� Roo� ng
� Windows

� Heating
� Irrigation
� Eaves
� Siding
� Decking
� Fencing

� Lumber
� Tools
� Electrical
� Plumbing
� Septic Field  (In� ltrators)
� Tile Supplies

YOUR SOURCE FOR
METAL ROOFING

Choose from our many 
STYLES AND COLOURS 
for all of your residential, 
agricultural and 
commercial roofi ng 
needs.

✓ No Mold ✓ No Mildew
✓ No Worries

BUILDING PRODUCTS

YOUR 
SOURCE 

FOR TILING

• grouts  • sealers  
• mortars  • thinset

YOUR SOURCE FOR 
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

• Sprayers • Valves
• Rotors  • Valve Boxes
• Driplines • Waterlines

• Controllers



14 |  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2015   www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

HOME IMPROVEMENT

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250.537.1402

Fitness made fun — and now 
more affordable than ever!

Check out the full schedule online at: 

www.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc/activity/rainbowroad/index.htm

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gul� slandsdriftwood

Need help promoting 
your business, call 
Elena 250-537-9933
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40% off
selected 

children’s items

Salt Spring  Books driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

INSERTS
• Country Grocer

• Ganges Pharmasave

• Thrifty Foods 
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PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

HANDSOME DEVIL: This Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim participant went all out with his costume at the Jan. 1 event. See page 20 for 
more photos.

New assessment figures baffle
Values vary widely across the island

Flu bug
bites
Salt Spring
Islanders urged to take 
precautions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lady Minto Hospital staff face a surge 
in visits due to an especially nasty strain 
of influenza that’s spread across North 
America in recent weeks.

The number of cases isn’t known, but 
at least one person has been admitted to 
hospital on Salt Spring due to the virus, 
said an Island Health spokesperson. The 
patient has recently been released.

Symptoms of infection include sore 
throat, aching muscles, headache, cough, 
fever and chills. 

Island Health advises people who sus-
pect they’re infected to stay home, rest and 
drink plenty of water. Antiviral medication 
is available to alleviate symptoms, though 
consultation with a healthcare profession-
al is advised for appropriate treatments.

Most people who catch the fl u bug need 
not visit the hospital, said Dr. Dee Hoyano, 
a medical health offi cer with Island Health.

“The vast majority will be able to recover 
on their own,” she said.

People should wash hands regularly and 
thoroughly, cough or sneeze into their 
arm, and scrub surfaces like kitchen coun-
ters and shared work spaces.

Cases of influenza have risen across 
Canada since early December, Hoyano 
said.

Healthcare workers on Salt Spring report 
a rapid leap in the number of local cases 
since Christmas.

“We’ve seen a surge in the cases of infl u-
enza in the past two weeks,” Hoyano said.

HEALTH 

REAL ESTATE 
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Life’s work
Fun’s the focus for artist 
Martin Herbert
PAGE 11

Humanitarian
Nigel Fisher earns 

prestigious peace medal
PAGE 14
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(incl. GST)

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Assessment figures for residential 
properties across the Gulf Islands are all 
over the map, according to data released 
by BC Assessment on Jan. 2.

Changes for non-waterfront proper-
ties on Salt Spring range from a drop of 
almost one per cent for properties in the 
Ganges village area to an increase of 4.5 

per cent for south-end non-waterfront 
properties. 

Waterfront properties experienced an 
even greater gulf, ranging from an 8.6 per 
cent drop on the island’s south end to a 
6.5 per cent rise in the north.

“I don’t know how [BC Assessment] can 
justify a raise in the Gulf Islands, it just 
doesn’t shape up,” said Myles Wilson, a 
Salt Spring realtor.

Although sales volume rose in 2014 
— exceeding the 200-sale mark for the 
first time since 2007 — realtors like Wil-
son suggest the market’s recovery isn’t 
enough to account for waterfront prop-
erties on Salt Spring’s north end that saw 
assessment increases of up to $400,000 
between 2013 and 2014.
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We are happy to do House Calls!

CEdAr 
lumBEr

1′ x 8′ 1′ x 10′

1′ x 4′ 1′ x 6′

Utility Cedar S1S2E

Rough STD Cedar

.28.18
.68.48Lin. 

Ft.

Lin. 
Ft.

Lin. 
Ft.

Lin. 
Ft.

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICES!

14888
Roll

fEnCE wirE
High tensile
Farm fence
14 Gauge
47’ x 330′

6 x 6 Post sAddlEs
• Fix a square 
post to a 
concrete base
• Ideal for decks 388

Each

MORE FOR THE OUTDOORS 
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Uniquely formulated to clean stains 
from algae, mold and mildew. De-
signed to clean and restore that new 
appearance you once had, on just 
about anything outdoors!
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3.78 litre
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nuVo iron fEnCEs, 
GAtEs & ACCEssoriEs
Strong and elegant iron fencing for your home. All fence 
materials are manufactured/engineered specifically of prime 
zinc coated steel using the galvalume process. Stainless steel 
welding is used to prevent rusting. To maintain your wrought 
iron fence finish, polyester powder coating is applied 
creating a very durable coating which protect from the 
harshest environments. skillful craftmanship and 
attention to detail provides you with superior iron 
fencing, iron gates and wrought iron backed by a 
manufacturer five year warranty.  MADE IN CANADA!

lifEtimE 
wood 
trEAtmEnt

6888 1488
100 gram PACkAGE
Makes 5 Gallons

20 gram PACkAGE
Makes 1 Gallon

Saves you time and money, 
while lessening the harmful 
impact on our soil, air, water, 
and forests. Apply to bare, 
untreated or pressure treated 
wood.

EachEachEach Each

www.nuvoiron.com
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NUVO IRON FENCES, 
GATES & ACCESSORIES 
Powder coated, stainless steel 
welding. Skillfull craftsmanship and 
attention to detail. Made in Canada

At Windsor, we strive for accuracy in our advertising,if a printing 
error occurs, it will be corrected through notifi cation at our stores. 
Rainchecks may be issued depending on stock availability. Some 
items may be cash and carry and we reserve the right to limit 
quantities. All items may not be exactly as shown, description 
takes precedence over photos. Prices and product availability will 
vary by area. Taxes are not included in our prices.

Prices may if a printing error occurs, it will be corrected through 

INNOVATIVE PROMOTION

Construction a hilarious breeze in The Dowry silent � lm
Filmmaker shares 
tale behind Windsor 
Plywood project

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

How hard can it be to build a 
house for one’s still-blushing 
bride? 

That’s the question posed by 
a 95-second silent film called 
The Dowry made earlier this year 
by Keith Picot of Hek’s Half Acre 
Silent Film Studio on Salt Spring.

The project commissioned by 
Windsor Plywood, which can 
be viewed online or at The Fritz 
Movie Theatre before the main 
attraction each night, features 
Picot in his lovable but hapless 
Lucky Douglas role circa 1925. 

“My character tends to be one 
who never wins,” said Picot. “As 
far as I know he is the only silent 
movie character that has nothing 
you can grab onto and look up to. 
Your heartstrings might go out to 
him because he’s gentle and he’s 
nice, but he’s a loser — happily 
so.”

A few visually hilarious chal-
lenges pop up as he tries to build 
the house for his chocolate-

devouring wife, but in the end the 
task is completed.

“The idea is that if a dope like 
me, with the helpful guidance 
from the experts at Windsor Ply-
wood, can build a pretty little 
house, anyone could.”

Tiffany Wightman plays the part 
of the wife in The Dowry — she is 
always the lead female in Picot’s 
local silent fi lms — and Jennifer 
Middleton, another regular, also 
graced “the stage.” 

Otherwise, everyone else seen 
on the screen is a Windsor Ply-
wood Salt Spring employee. 

“We presented the idea to staff 
at a staff meeting,” explained 
Windsor co-owner Mike Stefanc-
sik, “and Keith’s dedication, ener-
gy and professionalism made it 
easy for staff to get on board with 
the idea. The quality of work and 
attention to detail represented in 
a comedy slapstick format paints a 
great picture of the service aspect 
of our business along with a great 
deal of fun putting this together.”

A photo of staff in period cos-
tumes at the summer picnic is dis-
played prominently in the Rain-
bow Road store and the whole 
concept is used in its promotional 
materials. 

About six hours of footage were 

captured, said Picot, and he could 
have easily made it a fi ve-minute 
film instead of only 95 seconds 
long. 

“I had so many gags I could have 
used with that house,” he said.

He is thrilled to have at least 
replicated a famous gag done 
by Buster Keaton from the 1928 
fi lm called Steamboat Bill Junior, 
where the wall of a house falls on 
him but he’s unharmed because a 
window is positioned in the exact 
spot where he’s standing.

“There was four inches of room 

all around Keaton . . . I measured 
and I had about six inches all 
around me. Because the wall was 
so short I just traced out the win-
dow on the fl oor and I had to actu-
ally travel with the wall as it came 
down. I had to bend and travel or 
it would have gotten the back of 
my heels and I would not still be 
walking.” 

Picot has also done short silent 
films for island businesses The 
Local Barber Shop, Dagwood’s 
Diner and The Rental Stop, among 
his many other creative projects.  

A secondary aspect of The 
Dowry was a “hoax” that re-creat-
ed the unearthing of a mysterious 
chunk of fi lm during an excava-
tion behind the Windsor Plywood 
building on Rainbow Road. It was 
then sent to Dutch vintage fi lm 
enthusiast Geoff Vane for resto-
ration and conversion to digital 
format. The final project was 
revealed on Feb. 7, with viewers 
soon realizing that present-day 
Windsor employees had some-
how shown up in film footage 
purportedly taken 90 years ear-
lier. 

“[The hoax] was a lot of work,” 
said Picot. “I had to feed scripts to 
the guy in the Netherlands who 
was supposed to have taken the 
fi lm we had found and to other 
friends around the world so 
they could pipe in and it could 
become a world epidemic — a 
phenomenon. I also fed some 
info to friends around here and 
then other people just started 
chiming in . . . It ended up being a 
tremendous success.”

The whole fi lm and hoax proj-
ect was not only fun for everyone 
involved and a promotional boon 
for the company, but Picot even 
ended up with a cute little house 
on his property. 

COURTESY KEITH PICOT

Scene from The Dowry, commissioned by Windsor Plywood.
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TRADES EDUCATION

GISS students get insight

Heritage building off ers 
modern-day lessons

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

About 16 Gulf  Islands Secondary 
School students learned how thermal-
imaging technology originally devel-
oped by the military is being used to 
make homes and offices in Ganges 
more energy efficient.

The March event at the Core Inn 
youth drop-in centre was the first of 
what’s hoped to be many more opportu-
nities to show kids in the high school’s 
apprenticeship program how tradi-
tional construction skills can comple-
ment advanced energy conservation 
technology.

“The more you put into this, the more 
you’ll get out of it. This is a rapidly 
growing area that will have many jobs 
in the future,” said Dion Hackett, a Salt 
Spring resident who helped organize 
the event. “The reason I invited you all 
here is to hopefully plant the seed for 
demand-side management.”

Demand-side management, or DSM 
for short, is loosely based on the idea 
that the more people invest in energy 
conservation, the more will be saved on 
energy infrastructure costs to increase 
capacity.

By implementing energy efficient 
building techniques like better insula-
tion, double-paned windows or low-flow 
shower heads, people can save money, 
reduce the need for major infrastructure 
projects like new hydro electric dams 

and reduce their environmental foot-
print.

Torsten Ely, an energy analyst with 
a non-profit energy efficiency orga-
nization called City Green Solutions, 
works to identify where and how build-
ing owners can make their buildings 
more energy efficient. By conducting 
an energy audit on a home or business, 
Ely can identify recommendations 
for property owners to reduce regular 
energy bills and decrease their over-
all demands on the province’s energy 
infrastructure.

During last month’s visit to the Core 
Inn, Ely showed students the tools of 
his trade. There are machines to mea-
sure air flow within a home, a Solar 
Pathfinder that can highlight yearly 
sun exposure at any given location 
and a device to determine how much 
“phantom power” is used by idle televi-
sions, computers and other electronic 
gizmos.

“We help our clients prioritize energy 
improvements to get the best ener-
gy savings within their budget,” Ely 
said. “To meet our provincial energy 
and greenhouse gas targets by 2020 we 
will need a lot of skilled tradespeople 
upgrading buildings in every commu-
nity, so I’m very pleased to meet with 
these students, and I hope they come 
away from this field trip with an inter-
est in energy efficiency.”

By looking through a machine that 
resembles a heavy-duty digital camera, 
users can identify hot and cold spots 
along a building’s outer wall to quickly 
identify where heat  escapes the build-
ing due to a lack of insulation or out-
dated windows.

Not surprisingly,  it’s  the thermal 
imaging camera that gets most stu-
dents buzzing.

Ely’s visit to the Core Inn is hoped to 
be the first of other such opportuni-
ties offered to students in GISS’ Trades 
Awareness, Skills and Knowledge class, 
a semester-length program that gives 
students in grades 10 through 12 train-
ing in careers linked to the construc-
tion trade.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE 

GISS TASK class students, staff , City Green Solutions reps and other community supporters 
after an energy audit was conducted on the Core Inn building in Ganges last month.

GISS TRADES  continued on 16

“We’re excited students will 
learn about energy e�  ciency 
and building performance in 
this real-life setting.”
MAGGIE ALLISON
Career development department, GISS

IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT 
FOR THE EVENTS CALENDAR EMAIL:

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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HANDSOME DEVIL: This Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim participant went all out with his costume at the Jan. 1 event. See page 20 for 
more photos.

New assessment figures baffle
Values vary widely across the island

Flu bug
bites
Salt Spring
Islanders urged to take 
precautions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lady Minto Hospital staff face a surge 
in visits due to an especially nasty strain 
of influenza that’s spread across North 
America in recent weeks.

The number of cases isn’t known, but 
at least one person has been admitted to 
hospital on Salt Spring due to the virus, 
said an Island Health spokesperson. The 
patient has recently been released.

Symptoms of infection include sore 
throat, aching muscles, headache, cough, 
fever and chills. 

Island Health advises people who sus-
pect they’re infected to stay home, rest and 
drink plenty of water. Antiviral medication 
is available to alleviate symptoms, though 
consultation with a healthcare profession-
al is advised for appropriate treatments.

Most people who catch the fl u bug need 
not visit the hospital, said Dr. Dee Hoyano, 
a medical health offi cer with Island Health.

“The vast majority will be able to recover 
on their own,” she said.

People should wash hands regularly and 
thoroughly, cough or sneeze into their 
arm, and scrub surfaces like kitchen coun-
ters and shared work spaces.

Cases of influenza have risen across 
Canada since early December, Hoyano 
said.

Healthcare workers on Salt Spring report 
a rapid leap in the number of local cases 
since Christmas.

“We’ve seen a surge in the cases of infl u-
enza in the past two weeks,” Hoyano said.

HEALTH 

REAL ESTATE 

    GULF ISLANDS
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Life’s work
Fun’s the focus for artist 
Martin Herbert
PAGE 11

Humanitarian
Nigel Fisher earns 

prestigious peace medal
PAGE 14

$125
(incl. GST)

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Assessment figures for residential 
properties across the Gulf Islands are all 
over the map, according to data released 
by BC Assessment on Jan. 2.

Changes for non-waterfront proper-
ties on Salt Spring range from a drop of 
almost one per cent for properties in the 
Ganges village area to an increase of 4.5 

per cent for south-end non-waterfront 
properties. 

Waterfront properties experienced an 
even greater gulf, ranging from an 8.6 per 
cent drop on the island’s south end to a 
6.5 per cent rise in the north.

“I don’t know how [BC Assessment] can 
justify a raise in the Gulf Islands, it just 
doesn’t shape up,” said Myles Wilson, a 
Salt Spring realtor.

Although sales volume rose in 2014 
— exceeding the 200-sale mark for the 
first time since 2007 — realtors like Wil-
son suggest the market’s recovery isn’t 
enough to account for waterfront prop-
erties on Salt Spring’s north end that saw 
assessment increases of up to $400,000 
between 2013 and 2014.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
A large wholesaler of fi ne Persian & Oriental carpets in North Vancouver is 

now insolvent. Their assets are to be sold by auction liquidations.

PERSIAN: ORIENTAL CARPETS LARGE WOOL AND SILKS.
ONE DAY ONLY

AUCTION: SATURDAY APRIL 18, AT 2:00 PM
VIEW FROM 1:00 PM

Consignments for liquidation from various cancelled exhibitions have been added to 
this auction. TRADITIONAL AS WELL AS CONTEMPORARY; MAHI TABRIZ, KASHAN, 
SILK TABRIZ, SHIRAZ GASHGAI, SIRJAN,SAROUG, CHOBI, TRIABAL BALOUCH, 
NEPAL, ONE OF A KIND VILLAGE RUGS, MASTER WORK BY RENOWED ARTISANS, 
RUNNERS AND MANY LARGE DINING/ LIVING ROOM SIZES.

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION

120 BLAINE ROAD, SALT SPRING ISLAND
Terms: Cash, Visa, MC, and certifi ed cheques. 15% Buyers premium plus GST/PST in effect.  Some 

items in advertisement are subject to prior sales/error/omissions. All sales are fi nal. For more info call 
6048086808. Windsor Auctions Ltd. Licensed auctioneers.
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Includes:
• Oil, Air Filter and Spark
 Plug change, Sharpen and 

Balance Blade PLUS an 8 
Point Inspection!

$80 plus tax

Spring 
Lawn Mower TUNE-UP

250-538-0388  |  #1 - 327 Rainbow Road
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 am - 5 pm, Sat. 8 am - 4 pmIsland’s Briggs & Stratton Specialists

(valid for running mowers only.
No resurrections or projects)

Tools & Equipment

SPECIAL

People keen to save resources
WATER CATCHMENT  
continued from 12

Energy audit displays tools
The TASK program is 

offered in partnership with 
Camosun College. Partici-
pants learn about energy 
effi ciency ideas, diagnostic 
tools and career opportu-
nities in the home energy 
effi ciency industry.

“We’re excited students 
will learn about energy effi -
ciency and building perfor-
mance in this real-life set-
ting,” said Maggie Allison, 
manager of career develop-
ment and community ini-
tiatives at GISS.

The March workshop 
event was facilitated by the 
Salt Spring Island Commu-
nity Services Society, owner 
of the Core Inn.

As Community Services 
and City Green Solutions 
prepare to conduct energy 
audits on more buildings, 
including the century-old 
former Lady Minto Hospital 
on Fulford-Ganges Road, 
executive director Rob 
Grant wants to make more 
learning opportunities 
available to island students.

“It’s a win-win for us, 

because not only can we 
shrink our environmental 
impact, but any money we 

save on our energy bills will 
help support our programs 
and services,” he said.

GISS TRADES  
continued from 15

Without their rainwater systems, the 
limits of the Capital Regional District’s 
modest Cedar Lane neighbourhood water 
system couldn’t supply nearly enough 
water for the quantity of produce grown on 
the Mansell Road properties.

On Maliview Drive, where the Highland 
and Fernwood water system delivers water 
from St. Mary Lake, quality and supply 
are perennial concerns. In recent years, 
homeowner Sharon Bywater has coun-
tered increasing rates and water restric-
tions with rain barrels installed in strategic 
areas of her property.

With a mere 2,000 litres (445 gallons) of 
capacity, Bywater’s system pales in com-
parison to others, but it gets the job done. 
By expanding it over the past decade, 
Bywater has produced a remarkably 
affordable system out of discarded blue 
55-gallon barrels, a few valves and some 
PVC pipes. The result enables her to water 
a backyard garden that supplies the major-
ity of the produce she and her husband 
Gary consume.

“My water consumption does not 
change from winter to summer,” Bywater 
said. “There’s no noticeable difference.” 

A United Nations report published in 
March 2015 lists preserving global water 
supply as a major issue of the coming cen-
tury. Based on current trends, the report 
states, the world faces a 40 per cent water 
shortfall as soon as 2030.

According to experts, local solutions like 
those implemented by rainwater collec-
tors on Salt Spring are part of the broader 
solution. By employing water conserva-
tion techniques, islanders are lightening 
the burden on potable water supplies and 
promoting a new way to think about a 

resource we’ve taken for granted for so 
long.

“I look at the forecast more closely, 
and we are somewhat conscious of our 
water use,” Campbell said. “When we have 
friends over we realize there is a big differ-
ence in how we treat water and how they 
treat water elsewhere.”

More information about water conser-
vation initiatives and rainwater harvesting 
systems is available from the Salt Spring 
Island Water Council at ssiwatercouncil.
com.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Gary Bywater with fi ttings used in his 
home’s relatively modest rainwater catch-
ment system.  

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Torsten Ely, an energy analyst with City Green 
Solutions of Victoria, shares information with GISS 
students during a Core Inn energy audit.
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HANDSOME DEVIL: This Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim participant went all out with his costume at the Jan. 1 event. See page 20 for 
more photos.

New assessment figures baffle
Values vary widely across the island

Flu bug
bites
Salt Spring
Islanders urged to take 
precautions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lady Minto Hospital staff face a surge 
in visits due to an especially nasty strain 
of influenza that’s spread across North 
America in recent weeks.

The number of cases isn’t known, but 
at least one person has been admitted to 
hospital on Salt Spring due to the virus, 
said an Island Health spokesperson. The 
patient has recently been released.

Symptoms of infection include sore 
throat, aching muscles, headache, cough, 
fever and chills. 

Island Health advises people who sus-
pect they’re infected to stay home, rest and 
drink plenty of water. Antiviral medication 
is available to alleviate symptoms, though 
consultation with a healthcare profession-
al is advised for appropriate treatments.

Most people who catch the fl u bug need 
not visit the hospital, said Dr. Dee Hoyano, 
a medical health offi cer with Island Health.

“The vast majority will be able to recover 
on their own,” she said.

People should wash hands regularly and 
thoroughly, cough or sneeze into their 
arm, and scrub surfaces like kitchen coun-
ters and shared work spaces.

Cases of influenza have risen across 
Canada since early December, Hoyano 
said.

Healthcare workers on Salt Spring report 
a rapid leap in the number of local cases 
since Christmas.

“We’ve seen a surge in the cases of infl u-
enza in the past two weeks,” Hoyano said.

HEALTH 

REAL ESTATE 

    GULF ISLANDS

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 — YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960   55TH YEAR  ISSUE 1

Life’s work
Fun’s the focus for artist 
Martin Herbert
PAGE 11

Humanitarian
Nigel Fisher earns 

prestigious peace medal
PAGE 14

$125
(incl. GST)

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Assessment figures for residential 
properties across the Gulf Islands are all 
over the map, according to data released 
by BC Assessment on Jan. 2.

Changes for non-waterfront proper-
ties on Salt Spring range from a drop of 
almost one per cent for properties in the 
Ganges village area to an increase of 4.5 

per cent for south-end non-waterfront 
properties. 

Waterfront properties experienced an 
even greater gulf, ranging from an 8.6 per 
cent drop on the island’s south end to a 
6.5 per cent rise in the north.

“I don’t know how [BC Assessment] can 
justify a raise in the Gulf Islands, it just 
doesn’t shape up,” said Myles Wilson, a 
Salt Spring realtor.

Although sales volume rose in 2014 
— exceeding the 200-sale mark for the 
first time since 2007 — realtors like Wil-
son suggest the market’s recovery isn’t 
enough to account for waterfront prop-
erties on Salt Spring’s north end that saw 
assessment increases of up to $400,000 
between 2013 and 2014.

FLU  continued on 4ASSESSMENTS  continued on 2
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Owners, Andrew 
& Tracy Little

Beautiful Floors 
for your Home

. carpet

. wool carpet

. linoleum & vinyl

. hardwood & laminate

. cork 

. tile and stone

. Hunter Douglas 
window coverings

By reputation, for fine floor and window coverings

EXPERTISE IN:     
. Integrated home styling

. Stone and tile design

. Bathroom design

. Flooring selection

. Estimating

. New homes

. Renovations

Karen Shergold
In-house Design 
Consultant

Ganges Floor Coverings Ltd.
250-537-9112     122 LOWER GANGES ROAD
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ALL TYPES OF RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Vince Smythe PH: 250-213-6316
info@smytheroofing.com FAX: 778-746-7310

Over 25 years of roofing experience
Serving the Gulf Islands since 2003

Free 
Estimates

Please visit our website at: www.smytheroofing.com

SALT SPRING
Linen & Dry Cleaners

Leave the Spring Cleaning to Us!

Month of April
(Valid only when items picked up within 30 days)
(Sorry, we do not clean feather beds) Mary Gillies

8:30-5pm Tues.-Fri. /10-4pm Sat.  •  116 Hereford Ave. 250-537-2241

quilts, duvets,
blankets, comforters,
draperies & bedspreads10%

off (pillows & items needing stain treatment excluded)
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ELECTRICITY USE 

Explore the options 
in lighting, heating, 
hot water and more 

BY JEFF CHAMBERLAND
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

Investing now in your home 
electrical systems can save 
you money down the road for 
years to come. Solar panels are 
a sexy option, but you must 
have the desire to reduce ener-
gy consumption to a manage-
able level. Here are some tips 
to help you get there.

>LIGHTING
Lighting can be an under-

estimated part of a home 
renovation, since it can 
account for 15 per cent of 
your electrical bill. Switch-
ing out incandescent and 
halogen bulbs is the easiest 
place to start when working 
towards the effi cient home. 

CFL bulbs have been 
around for a few years, but 
they have been a bridge to 
get LED technology into our 
homes. With a longer life 
span, durable construction, 
dimmable and mercury free, 

LEDs are the obvious choice. 
Although at this time LEDs 
are three to four times more 
expensive than the CFL or 
incandescent, the power 
savings and longevity will 
win out in the end. I would 
suggest replacing your most 
used lights — in the kitchen, 
for example — with LEDs 
and start making the switch 
as your old bulbs pass on. 

>WATER HEATING
The electric tank water 

heater leaves a lot to be 
desired in effi ciency. Newer 
technology is utilizing a heat 
pump, which can save up to 
50 per cent of the energy of 
the traditional style.

Solar hot water is becom-
ing more popular on the 
island. They achieve excel-
lent solar gains through our 
warmer months but need to 
be backed up in the winter 
with a traditional system. 

On-demand gas is another 
effi cient route, but one must 
weigh the cost and conve-
nience of buying propane 
compared to using electric-
ity. 

For the do-it-yourselfer 
with an electric tank heater, 

wrapping the tank with foil 
insulation, insulating hot 
water pipes and keeping the 
tank in a warm room are the 
easy jobs to tackle now.

>SPACE HEATING
Electric baseboard heat 

can occupy a third of your 
power bill in the cooler 
m o n t h s.  Ke e p i n g  y o u r 
thermostats set at 15°C as 
opposed to 20°C can help 
manage costs and improve 
your sweater selection.

Even better is to use a pro-
grammable thermostat to 
turn off your heat in the day-
time or kick it down at night.

Heat pumps are becoming 
the new norm for space heat-
ing with great strides made 
in effi ciency. 

Wood heat is a standard 
choice on island. Ensure you 
install a ceiling fan to help 
push the warm air down and 
around your home. Con-
versely, a fan can pull the hot 
air out during warm summer 
months. 

>APPLIANCES
When looking at new 

appliances, the Energy Star 
rating should be one of the 

fi rst features you look at. The 
refrigerator can be a large 
draw for power if it is over 10 
years old. Newer models can 
be three times more effi cient. 

Clothes dryers are now 
also using heat-pump tech-
nology to save us from blow-
ing hot air right out the vent. 

Most electronics are effi-
cient as long as we don’t 

leave them plugged in. This 
goes for cell phone char-
gers as well. Although it’s a 
very small draw of power, it 
should be unplugged when 
not in use.

>SMART METERS
Right, wrong or indiffer-

ent, if you have a smart meter 
installed at your home, you 

can now see your daily elec-
trical consumption on the 
BC Hydro website and adjust 
your usage. Keeping power 
bills in the tier-one level is 
a major accomplishment 
we should all be striving to 
achieve. 

The writer owns 
Bearfoot Renewables on 

Salt Spring Island. 

Energy e�  ciency upgrades prove a wise investment



Wed. Apr 8
 ACTIVITIES

Boomerfit.
Every Wednesday at Fulford 
Hall. Coed fitness class for the 
50+. Don’t lose quality of life, 
stay fit to stay active. Enjoy a 
variety of functional exercises 
designed for this age group. 9 
to 10 a.m.
Drop-in Computer Help. 
Free assistance with computer, 
tablet, smartphone problems 
every Wednesday at Salt Spring 
Literacy. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Nina Raginsky Stamp 
Celebration. 
Toast islander Nina Raginsky’s 
accomplishment in having 
her Shoeshine Stand photo 
honoured with a Canada Post 
stamp. Ganges Post Office. 11 
a.m. to noon.
Nicola Morgan Artist’s Chat. 
Part of Five Women in 
Abstraction show. Refreshments 
served. Mahon Hall. Noon to 
1 p.m.  
Salt Spring Historical 
Society. 
Richard Blagborne from Saturna 
Island Heritage Archives talks on 
The Past & the Present. Central 
Hall. 2 p.m.
League 181 Interpretations 
II Art Talk.
Join artists exhibiting at Salt 
Spring Public Library in discuss-
ing work in current show. 6 to 
8 p.m. 
Wednesday Night Poker. 
Hosted by Albert, sign up at 
6:30 p.m. The Local.
SongJam. A 21st-century pub 
sing-along to vocal and instru-
mental backing tracks. Moby’s 
Pub. 7:30 p.m. 

Thur. Apr 9
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Dance Show: The Moment of 
Forgetting. 
Composer James Maxwell and 
choreographer Claire French 
explore the manner in which 
we experience time in a Restless 
Productions show. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m. Come early for wine 
bar and Lobby Dance perfor-
mance at 6:45 p.m.
A Tapestry of Japanese 
Sounds Vol. 2. 
Concert of shamisen player 
Koji Yamaguchi and taiko drum 
player Yoshihiko Fueki at Mahon 
Hall. 7:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Coffee Meeting with 
Amanda Tarling. Everyone 
is welcome to the follow-up 
coffee morning with Unitarian 
chaplain Amanda Tarling for 
a talk about Vulnerability and 
then hopefully a small walk 
around Fulford Harbour. Meet at 
Rock Salt Cafe at 11:40 a.m.
Dragonboat Racing 
Practices. 
Practices for men and women 
resume for the season on 
Monday and Thursday evenings. 
6 to 7 p.m. Info: Mary Rowles, 
250-653-4139 or onthewa-
ter181@gmail.com.
The Revenge of the Electric 
Car. Transition Salt Spring and 
the Salt Spring Public Library 
co-sponsored film screening, 
with Q&A about what it is like 
to own and use an electric car 
to follow. Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 7 to 9 p.m.

Fri. Apr 10
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Gene Grooms. 
Live music at The Local. 5 to 
8 p.m. 
Voyager at the Legion. 
The top live pub band voted 
five years in a row plays at the 
Legion during membership 
appreciation weekend. For 
members and guests. 8 p.m.
The Riverside.
Live music with Tom Hooper, 
Matt Johnson & Aidan Miller. 
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Boomerfit.
Every Friday at Beaver Point 
Hall. Coed fitness class for the 
50+. Don’t lose quality of life, 
stay fit to stay active. Enjoy a 
variety of functional exercises 
designed for this age group. 9 
to 10 a.m.
StoryTime. 
A free, interactive program for 
children and families, particu-
larly suited for children 3 to 6 
years of age. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
The Radicle Seed Library. 
Every Friday through April 24. 
Salt Spring Public Library - 
Room 103. Noon to 2 p.m.
Games Night. 
An evening of board games 
and other interactive games, 
facilitated by Bryan Dubien. Salt 
Spring Island Public Library. 6 
to 9 p.m.

Sat. Apr 11
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
The Barley Bros. Every 
Saturday at The Local. 3:30 to 
6:30 p.m. 
GISS Improv. Gulf Islands 
Secondary School Senior Improv 
Team holds fundraiser show 
before heading to Ottawa to 
compete at the Canadian Improv 
Games. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.  
Kemal Evans. Live funk/folk/
reggae. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.
Voyager at the Legion. 
See Friday’s listing.

 ACTIVITIES

Met Opera Broadcast: 
Iolanta & Bluebeard’s Castle.
Double-bill encore presenta-
tion of two operas directed 
by Mariusz Trelinski, who was 
inspired by classic noir films of 
the 1940s. ArtSpring. 10 a.m. to 
1:45 p.m.
Channel Ridge 9K. Salt Spring 
Trail Runners host opening 
event of the 2015 race season. 
Registration begins at 10 a.m. 
at the end of Broadwell. Race 
time is 11 a.m.
Toddler Time. Stories, rhymes 
and more for kids three and 
under and their families. Salt 
Spring Public Library. 10:30 a.m.
Central Community Hall 
Society AGM. Public welcome 
to annual general meeting at 
Central Hall. 1 p.m.
Death Cafe. Join Salt Spring 
Hospice facilitators for an open, 
honest and genuine conversa-
tion about death while enjoying 
tea, coffee and goodies by 
donation. ArtSpring. 2 to 4 p.m.
Imprints 2015 Opening Event.
Reception at Duthie Gallery for 
new art show. 6 to 8 p.m.

Sun. Apr 12
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Barley Bros. 
Live music every Sunday at 
Moby’s Pub. 3 to 6 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Xwaaqw’um Culture Days. 
Join local First Nations Elders, 
community knowledge keep-
ers and others at Xwaaqw’um 
(Burgoyne Bay) for a day of 
stories, invasive species removal 
and indigenous plant gathering. 
First session for event happen-
ing every second Sunday of the 
month through October. Meet 
behind the Burgoyne Bay barn 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Unitarian Fellowship. 
Guest speaker is Joan Carolyn - 
Small, Mighty and Vulnerable: 
walking together in our shared 
Unitarian values. Salt Spring 
Seniors Services Society. 10:30 
a.m. 
Five Women in Abstraction 
Artists’ Closing Talk. 
With Margie Korrison, Michela 
Sorrentino, Barbra Edwards 
and Helen Ormiston Smith. 
Refreshments served. Mahon 
Hall. Noon to 1 p.m.
Why Photography. 
Greg Klassen presents a free 
series of seminars on the art of 
photography. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 2 p.m.
GLOSSI AGM. 
Annual general meeting of Gays 
and Lesbians of Salt Spring 
Island. Lions Hall. 2 p.m.
Rollerblading. 
All ages. Many sets of blades 
available for use. Fulford Hall. 
2:30 to 4 p.m.

Mon. Apr 13
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Miss Caledonia.
Dora and Canadian Comedy 
Award-winning actor Melody 
A. Johnson presents this one-
woman play set in 1955, about 
a farm girl determined to make 
it to Hollywood by winning the 
local beauty pageant. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Tech Tutoring With Conrad. 
iPad, Tablet and eReader 
Tutoring with Conrad Koke. Salt 
Spring Island Public Library. 
Sessions are available every 
Monday at 12 and 1 pm.
Dragonboat Racing 
Practices. 
See Thursday’s listing.

Tue. Apr 14
 ACTIVITIES

Probus Club.
Pat and Rosemarie Keough 
are guest speakers, present-
ing The Beer Bottle House of 
Norfolk Island: Another True 
Yet Unbelievable Keough 
Story. Meaden Hall. 10 a.m. to 
noon. (This event erroneously 
appeared in last week’s calendar 
as being on April 7 - sorry! SSI 
Probus Club meets on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month.)
Tech Tutoring With John. 
Tuesdays at 2, 3 and 4 p.m. Salt 
Spring Island Public Library.

Wed. Apr 15
 ACTIVITIES  
Boomerfit.
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
Fire District Trustees 
Election – Advanced Voting. 
Eligible ratepayers can vote 
for candidates for three posi-
tions on the Salt Spring Fire 
Protection District Board of 
Trustees. Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
Inhabit: A Permaculture 
Perspective. 
Documentary film event with 
international director, cinema-
tographer and editor Costa 
Boutsikaris. Proceeds benefit 
Centre for Child Honouring and 
the Seven Ravens Permaculture 
Academy. The Fritz Movie 
Theatre. 7 p.m.
Read Local BC.
Poetry reading with nationally 
acclaimed locals Brian Brett and 
Phyllis Webb, part of province-
wide celebration of local writers 
and publishers. Salt Spring 
Library Program Room. 7 p.m.
Truth & Reconciliation 
Commissioner Marie Wilson. 
A Salt Spring 
Forum and Canadian Federation 
of University Women 
(CFUW) co-presentation. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
Drop-in Computer Help.
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Wednesday Night Poker. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SongJam. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

  CINEMA

• The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel — Held over. Starring an ensemble cast as 
talented and charming as ever. The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel has only one remaining 
vacancy, posing a rooming predicament for two fresh arrivals, so Sonny pursues his dream of 
opening a second hotel.

• Inhabit: A Permaculture Perspective runs on Wednesday, April 15 at 7 p.m. only. What if 
we could meet human needs while increasing the health and well-being of our planet? Costa 
Boutsikaris, Raffi Cavoukian, Michael Nickels and others will lead a discussion afterwards 
including a special viewing of Michael Nickels’ new short permaculture video. Admission $10 
at the door only. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Five Women in Abstraction exhibit of work by Barbra Edwards, Margie Korrison, 
Nicola Morgan, Helen Ormiston Smith and Michela Sorrentino runs daily at Mahon 
Hall until April 12 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Two art talks are offered: Today, Wednesday, April 8 
from 12 noon to 1 p.m. with Nicola Morgan, and Sunday, April 12 from noon to 1 p.m. with 
the other four artists.  

• Imprints 2015, an exhibition of woodcuts, etchings, linocuts and monoprints by Arnold 
Shives, Jan Smith, Richard Tetrault and Richard York, runs at Duthie Gallery from April 

3 to 30, with an artists’ reception on Sat., April 11 from 6 to 8 p.m. Gallery hours are Fri-Sun., 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

• Steffich Fine Art celebrates its 23rd birthday with an exhibition of new paintings by 
Melanie Williamson.

• Salt Spring Gallery presents Animal Magick - New Works by Anais LaRue, and Soaring 
on Broken Stapled Wings - New Works by Slug-fae Blume until April 16.

• Jill Louise Campbell features original flower paintings. Gallery open Thursday, Friday 
Saturday. 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

• David Baughan shows work in the lobby of ArtSpring. 
• Bill Underwood holds a photography exhibition called Outposts at Fernwood Road Cafe 

until April 11. From April 13 people can see Elehna de Sousa’s photo show called Goa, 
India: Street Portraits and Vignettes, with an opening event on April 19 from 2 to 4 p.m.

• The Salt Spring Library Program Room exhibit for April is Interpretations II, work by 
the League 181 artists. A special talk about the work and process is on Wednesday, April 8 at 
6 p.m. 

• Avril Kirby shows photographs in an exhibit titled China at TJ Beans through April. 
• Kevin Vowles has artwork hanging at Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe in Ganges. 
• Ingrid Korner shows watercolour paintings at Country Roasters Cafe through April. 
• Heidi Van Impe’s oil paintings are on display at Island Savings.  
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107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

imagine - comfort on wheels

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan      Mon.-Sat. 9-5pm
1-800-593-5303     Sun. 11-4pm

Invite the whole 
neighbourhood to 
your garage sale 
with a 
classified ad. 
CALL 
250.537.9933

GISS Improv Team Show  
Fundraiser for Senior Team at 

Canadian Improv Games in Ottawa

Saturday, April 11th - 7:30pm 

ArtSpring

 

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Saltspring Driftwood Ad April 8  What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

April 10-14, Friday to 
Tuesday, 7pm

Sunday 4 matinee & 7pm

2 hrs 2 mins
Rating: PG

HELD OVER

April 10-14, Friday to Tuesday, 7pm
Sunday 4 matinee & 7pm

April 15th 7pm
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35 Fine Art Galleries, 
Artist Studios and 
Special Exhibits

www.saltspringeasterarttour.com

• Feature exhibit runs until Sunday, April 
12th, 10:00 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily

• Featured artists will be having a meet 
and greet and walk and talk with light 
refreshemnts,Sunday April 12th from 
12-1pm

• Featured artists - Barbra Edwards, 
Margie Korrison, Nicola Morgan, 
Helen Ormiston Smith, Michela Sorrentino

Salt Spring Island
9th Annual Easter

ART 
TOUR

Sponsored by

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

artcraft showcase exhibit

salt spring arts council

salt spring arts council

  

125 Churchill Rd. Salt Spring Island   
duthiegallery.com | 250-537-9606

April 3–30, 2015
Artists reception: Sat Apr 11,  6–8pm
Gallery hours: Fri, Sat, Sun 11am – 5pm

2015 PRINT EXHIBITION 

IMPRINTS 2015 
April 3–30, 2015

woodcuts, etchings, linocuts & monoprints 

Arnold Shives, Jan Smith,
Richard Tetrault & Richard York
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If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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ArtSpring

LIVE THEATRE

Big dreams propel small-town heroine
ArtSpring presents Miss 
Caledonia

Award-winning playwright 
and performer Melody A. John-
son is at ArtSpring as Miss 
Caledonia on Monday, April 13, 
bringing local audiences the 
one-woman play that’s enchant-
ed the nation.

“Peggy Ann Douglas, a.k.a 
Miss Caledonia, has a problem,” 
a write-up for the play explains. 
“The year is 1955 and she is 

desperate to escape the chico-
ry-pulling, stall-cleaning, hay-
baling drudgery of life in RR#2 
Caledonia.

“But, she has a plan. She will 
follow in the footsteps of star-
let Debbie Reynolds and simply 
become a movie star – and she 
will start her journey to the top 
by winning the local pageant.”

Jo h n s o n  h a s  p e r f o r m e d 
around the globe both as a solo 
act and with well-known com-
panies such as Theatre Calgary, 
Canadian Stage, Factory The-

atre and Soulpepper. The Dora 
and Canadian Comedy Award- 
winning artist is also an alumna 
of The Second City, where she 
directed three hit productions.

Embodying the youthful spirit 
and vitality of Miss Caledonia 
hopeful Peggy Ann, plus a wide 
range of other characters, John-
son presents a delightful explo-
ration of optimism and reality 
down on the farm. Audiences 
will be riveted by the question 
of whether the heroine can sing, 
twirl and pivot her way into the 

judges’ hearts, or if shaky nerves 
and a “puritanical work ethic” 
will sabotage her efforts.

Miss Caledonia has toured 
across Canada, including runs 
at Halifax’s Neptune Theatre and 
Ottawa’s National Arts Centre. 

The 7:30 p.m. ArtSpring show 
is sponsored by Victoria Olcho-
wecki and features live fiddle 
accompaniment.

Tickets are avai lable at the 
ArtSpring box office at 250-537-
2102 or online through tickets.
artspring.ca. 

CONCERT BAND 

Animation style inspires April show
Japanese works 
performed April 17

The Salt Spring Concert 
Band will present an excit-
ing evening of interest to both 
music and movie-lovers when 
Anime! Music from Japan hits 
the ArtSpring theatre on Friday, 
April 17 at 7:30 p.m.

Under the musical direc-
tion of Dawn Hage, the con-
cert band will bring particu-
lar delight to fans of the great 
Studio Ghibli in Japan by per-
forming music from three of its 
most famous movies: Princess 
Mononoke, Laputa: Castle in 
the Sky, and Nausicaa of the Val-
ley of the Wind. In addition, the 
concert will feature four other 
beautiful compositions by Jap-
anese composers.

“Wind music is exploding 
in Japan, with huge numbers 
of composers exploring the 
concert band genre and writ-
ing exciting, luscious, dramatic 

scores for wind instruments of 
all levels,” Hage said. 

While the music written for 
anime movies stands alone, it 
is enhanced if one has a sense 

of the stories behind the scores. 
Audiences will therefore enjoy 
video trailers preceding each of 
the three Studio Ghibli movies 
as prepared by Ryo Sakamoto, a 
15-year-old Grade 10 student at 
Gulf Islands Secondary School 
who recently moved to Salt 
Spring from Kanagawa, Japan.  

In addition to the anime 
music, the concert band will 
perform Arabian Star by Yoshio 
Matsuo, The Singapore Flyer 
by Satoshi Yagisawa and two 
gorgeous tone poems based on 
Japanese folk tunes. 

The last two selections will be 
accompanied by a slide show 
of traditional Japanese culture, 
also prepared by Sakamoto, 
and preceded by a reading of 
the text and a vocal presenta-
tion by Shinobu Murata and 
Mana Nakata. 

POETRY 

Brett and Webb featured for Read Local BC
April 15 event runs 
at the library

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Islanders who have success-
fully adopted the “eat local” 
and “buy local” imperatives 
will have no trouble adding a 
new program to the list as Read 
Local BC gets underway this 
month.

Consuming delicious read-
able products created in Brit-
ish Columbia has never been 
easier, as the three-week event 
from The Association of Book 
Publishers of B.C. demon-
strates. Running from April 1 to 
22, the campaign will feature 
23 publishers, 300 authors, 60 
speakers, 50 bookstores and 
40 libraries in events across the 
province. 

Salt Spring’s event on 

Wednesday, April 15 puts poet-
ry in the spotlight with award-
winning poets Brian Brett and 
Phyllis Webb. For an island that 
produces more visual artists 
per capita than any commu-
nity outside Cape Dorset, Brett 
said the number of writers has 
to be close behind. Poetry has 
found a special stronghold in 
Victoria, but that also extends 
over the Gulf Islands.

“They keep saying poetry’s 
dying out and music’s taking 
over, but I don’t see that,” Brett 
said. “It’s merging back with 
song and morphing.”

Brett will read selections 
from his recent work To Your 
Scattered Bodies Go, winner 
of the CBC poetry prize in 
2011, as well as from The Wind 
River Variations, a collection of 
poems and prose poems about 
the Yukon’s endangered Peel 
River watershed.

“I’ll try to give a good 
assortment for islanders. I 
haven’t actually done a read-
ing here for  a few years,” Brett 
said.

Webb, an acclaimed poet, 
Order of Canada recipient, 
long-time Salt Spring resident 
and former CBC broadcast-
er who co-created the pro-
gram Ideas, will read from 
the recently released Peacock 
Blue: The Collected Poems of 
Phyllis Webb. 

Brett fi rst met Webb in 1972 
when she was working for the 
Burnaby Arts Centre.

“She didn’t know me at the 
time — she was already super 
venerated in those days,” he 
recalled.

Webb’s book Wilson’s Bowl 
is one of the nation’s seminal 
poetic works and had a strong 
infl uence on other poets across 
the country. In fact, her fellow 

writers forwarded Webb a cash 
prize they personally collected 
when the book was overlooked 
for a Governor General’s Award 
nomination in 1980.

Speaking at the event just 
one week after her 88th birth-
day, the Victoria-born poet 
will be making a rare public 
appearance since having some 
trouble with her voice. Hayes 
and other island poets will 
assist by doing some of the 
reading.

“Phyllis vowed not to read 
anymore, so it’s quite an hon-
our she’s coming to us,” Brett 
said. “Her new book is fabu-
lous — it’s a life’s work. This 
is her record that she wants 
to give islanders. I think it’s a 
wonderful thing to have hap-
pen.”

The free event takes place 
in the Salt Spring Library Pro-
gram Room starting at 7 p.m.

PHOTO BY RYO SAKAMOTO

From left, Salt Spring Concert Band director Dawn Hage, GISS 
student Ryo Sakamoto and band member Shinobu Murata 
fi netune videos for Anime! Music from Japan.

IF YOU HAVE AN 
EVENT FOR THE 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
EMAIL:

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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Now is the time to  
have your say and  
shape your province.

WEBSITE:  

www.bc-ebc.ca

EMAIL:      

info@bc-ebc.ca

PHONE:    

1-800-661-8683

B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A  E L E C T O R A L  B O U N D A R I E S  C O M M I S S I O N 

In a Preliminary Report to the Legislative Assembly,  
the British Columbia Electoral Boundaries Commission is proposing  
changes to the area, boundaries and names of electoral districts in B.C.

Read the Preliminary Report at www.bc-ebc.ca/reports.

Tell the commission your views on the Preliminary Report online at  
www.bc-ebc.ca, at a public hearing during April and May,  
or by email at info@bc-ebc.ca.

All submissions and presentations to the commission must  
be made before 11:59 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 2015.

For a schedule of public hearing locations and dates,  
and more information, visit www.bc-ebc.ca

Tell us your views on our  
Preliminary Report before  
May 26, 2015.

ART REVIEW

Abstract style extracts essential ideas at Mahon Hall 
Easter tour 
showcase continues 
to April 12

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

T h e  Sa l t  Sp r i n g  A r t s 
Council’s annual Easter Art 
Tour found a fresh and fas-
cinating focus at Mahon 
Hall this year, with Five 
Wo m e n  i n  Ab s t ra c t i o n 
anchoring the weekend 
extravaganza.

In a show that contin-
ues daily through April 12, 
ceramic artist Helen Orm-
iston Smith caps off the 
production phase of her 
career with a retrospective 
of her Monuments series. 
Joining her are four paint-
ers hitting the peak of their 
str ide:  Barbra Edwards, 
Margie Korrison, Nicola 
Morgan and Michela Sor-
rentino. 

Ormiston Smith’s impres-
sive 10-foot-long Escarp-
ment  (pictured on the 
cover of last week’s Drift-
wood) and a related series 
of fractured slab vessels pay 
tribute to mountains, with 
roughened surfaces deeply 
scored and patterned into 

strata. Bright coloured slip 
is applied in sections to cre-
ate abstract patterns, which 
serve to emphasize the 
more horizontal lines and 
the movement from rooted 
base to soaring peak. As 
she explains on her web-
site, “line and colour in the 
surface decoration imply 
the contrary characteristics 
of physical permanence 
and change” that exist with 
stone.

Though Ormiston Smith 
is concerned with nature’s 
monuments, her work also 
has an architectural aspect 
and recalls the man-made 
structures that have nes-
tled into desert cliffsides 
around the world. Cities of 
connected squared rooms 
whose earthen construc-
tion melds into the land-
s c a p e,  l i k e  t h e  Pu e b l o 
a d o b e  a n d  M o r o c c a n 
medinas, spring to mind.

Most evident is the art-
ist’s  strong and unique 
hand in  shaping these 
monuments; her arrange-
ment of forms, planes and 
colour may be abstract but 
are never haphazard.

Korrison’s Intermezzo 
series of acrylic paintings 
on paper has all the fresh-

ness of spring, with quick 
gestural strokes, cool but 
bright colours and a sense 
of energy and transfor-
mation. The repeated use 
of the same yellow-green 
that can now be seen on 
budding trees all over the 
island may heighten that 
impression. She expertly 
combines it with hints of 
icy pink and orange among 
lots of white for an airy 
appeal.

Also conveying the sense 
of the season’s newly abun-
dant light are two series by  
Morgan, who works in com-
binations of oil, wax, char-
coal or graphite on paper 
and on wood. Expanses of 
paint in the delicious bor-
der between turquoise and 
pale blue successfully sug-
gest reflections, space and 
movement in Wetlands and 
The Taste of Water. Mor-
gan’s Tempest is suitably 
stormy, with frothy white 
on black waves highlighted 
with gentle shimmers of 
pigment.

Sorrentino’s background 
in graphic and textile design 
brings a strong sense for 
composition into her work. 
Areas of free-flowing ges-
tural paint are balanced by 

more defined stylized ele-
ments, as seen in her multi-
media painting Everything 
on the Table. Amorphous 
layers contrast with sharp 
graphite sketches; neutral 
tones are spiced up with 
formal shapes in poppy red 
and light grey-blue.

Pender Island’s Barbra 
Edwards has been going 
deeper into abstraction in 
recent years. Her West Coast 
nature-inspired works have 
moved to the macro-level 
where stronger emotions 
and colours can be let 
loose. Working on very large 
canvases, she has the space 
to be expressive like in the 
dripping reds and yellows 
of her piece called Blue 
Friday. The comparatively 
small 12X1-inch ‘shroom is 
a delightful immersion into 
pure colour, with textured 
oil and wax on panel.

Five Women in Abstrac-
tion is open daily at Mahon 
Hall from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
An artist’s talk with Nicola 
Morgan is scheduled for 
this afternoon, Wednesday, 
April 8 from noon to 1 p.m. 
The remaining artists will 
be on hand for a closing 
talk from noon to 1 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 12.

photo by Jen MacLellan 

Monument 4 by Helen Ormiston Smith, with Nature To-
tem 1 by Barbra Edwards hanging on the wall behind. 
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expert ADVICE 250-537-9933  or sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM 
T o  b e  a  pa r T  o f  T h i s  p o p u l a r  f e aT u r e !

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









If you could save yourself 
money on gas by spending 
fifteen minutes every couple 
of days would you do it? 

Drive Safe, Gyle

The answer for most people is yes. 
If you could save even more by doing regular vehicle 

maintenance would you? 
The answer should still be yes. 

Things as simple as keeping tires properly inflated, 
engine oil and coolant levels maintained make a significant 
difference to fuel economy. Checking these things yourself 
takes only  minutes. 

Having your car maintained by professionals at regular 
intervals laid out in your owners manual will also help to get 
the most out of your fuel dollar. 

During regular service your technicians trained eye will 
pick out developing problems, giving you a chance to do 
preventative maintenance.

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

 
Fitness Expert

BRENDA
AKERMAN

3.25” x 4.25”

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

Burning Calories In
Aqua Fit Class
Calculating the number of calories you burn per class 
depends on a lot of factors:
1) How hard you are working.  Some people bob around 
for the whole class and expend very little energy, while others use the water’s resistance 
and work as hard as they can and burning up calories. 2) Body Composition: What is the 
person’s ratio of fat to muscle? You need muscle to move effectively through the water 
to create speed and more resistance “muscle moves while fat floats”. 3) Depth You Are 
Working At.  You can move faster in shallow water because you don’t have as much 
resistance. Working out in deeper water makes it harder to push the water at the same 
speed as in shallower water. 4) Keeping your shoulders under the water will force you 
to use a lot more resistance and core work, while providing protection for the submerged 
joints. 5) Maintaining an acceptable speed through a good range of motion. 6) Doing 
vigorous rebounds - lifting your body out of the water or “momentum rebounds” which is 
essentially bouncing. This requires a large amount of energy. 7) The factor affecting just 
how many calories can be expended by additional muscle mass and exercise is controlled 
by an individual’s metabolism, genetic make up and level of fitness. Each class is 
approximately 400 calories of energy expenditure - but a lot depends on the intensity you 
are working out at and your metabolism level. Instead of stepping on the scale, measure 
yourself.  If you add muscle you will weigh more, but measurements will show you are 
trimmer. 8) Eat right, exercise often and enjoy each day as we do not get a second chance!

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Real Estate

DOCUMENT PREPARATION - 
Simplify the buying process!

The following documents will assist the buyer and their 
agent in understanding your home: title search documents 
(including any easements, rights of way, restrictive covenants, 
building schemes), building, septic system, wood stove 
permits, septic pump out & maintenance records, well log & 
water test, water leases or licenses, survey map & or certificate 
of location, home owner warranty etc, (where applicable).

If you don’t have these documents your realtor can assist. 
By having all of your paperwork in order you set the stage for 
ease of negotiations for your property. A buyer will have more 
confidence in making an offer on your home when they can 
review paperwork that is readily available upon request.

Document preparation will help you to obtain the best 
price possible!

How Should I
Prepare My House
For Listing? Part 3 Jan 

Macpherson

Direct: 250-537-9894
Office/Pager: 1-800-731-7131
jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2014 (VREB)
Call for a presentation & marketing consultation.

RE/MAX Salt Spring 2 0 1 4

at the

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN 

Salt Spring Island Cheese Farm hosted its annual 
Easter egg hunt with lots of opportunity to get 
close to both the farm’s animals and visitors from 
the Salt Spring 4-H Club. Clockwise from above, 
Seth Hughes fi nds an egg among the tulips, a ewe 
and lamb soak up visitors’ attention in the fi eld, 
and Nathan Welsh puts the escaped turkey named 
Cuteness back into the pen.

ART PRIZE

Wildlife art honoured
Hancock image 
featured on 
conservation 
material

Salt Spring wildlife 
artist W. Allan Han-
cock has created the 
the image of the 2015 
Canadian Wildlife 
Habitat Conservation 
Stamp and Print with 
his painting Blos-
soming – Mourning 
Doves.

T h e  C a n a d i a n 
Wildlife Habitat Con-
servation Stamp and 
Print are produced 
each year through 
u n i q u e  p a r t n e r -
ships among Wildlife 
Habitat Canada the 
Canadian Wildlife 
Service of Environ-
ment Canada, and 
Canadian wildlife 
art ists.  Revenues 
and royalties from 
the sale of the stamp 
and print fund WHC’s 
habitat conservation 
grant program. Since 
1985, more than $50 
mill ion has been 
invested to support 
over 1,500 conserva-
tion projects across 
Canada.

Wildlife Habitat 
Canada is a national 
non-profit conser-

vation organization 
dedicated to work-
ing with landowners, 
governments, non-
government organi-
zations and industry 
to conserve, restore 
and enhance the great 
variety of wildlife hab-
itat across Canada. A 
press release explains 
that each year, WHC 
hosts an art competi-
tion to select a paint-
ing created by a Cana-
dian wildlife artist for 
its next image. 

The stamp is pur-
chased primarily by 
waterfowl hunters to 
validate their migra-
tory game bird hunt-
ing permits, which 
contributes directly to 
“on-the-ground” hab-
itat conservation and 
stewardship efforts. 
The 2015 stamp is 
the 31st to appear in 

the series and is set 
to offi cially launch on 
Saturday, April 11 in 
Montreal with Han-
cock in attendance.

Hancock’s career as 
a wildlife artist began 
in 1989 and his art-
work has contributed 
to numerous fund-
raising projects for 
wildlife and habitat 
conservation proj-
ects since then. His 
winning artwork has 
also been featured 
on the 2005 (Harle-
quin ducks) and 2011 
(American wigeon) 
conservation stamps.

To  l e a r n  m o re 
about the art compe-
tition or conservation 
grant program, visit 
www.whc.org. Fans 
can also ‘like’ WHC on 
Facebook or follow @
WildlifeHCanada on 
Twitter.

The 2015 Canadian Wildlife Habitat Conser-
vation Stamp with Blossoming – Mourning 
Doves by W. Allan Hancock.

Easter CHEESE FARM

people

EasterEasterEaster
communitycommunity&community&community&

EasterEasterEaster
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NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT - Looking ahead at 2015
By Ron Stepaniuk

This spring North Salt Spring Waterworks District will again be going to 
referendum, tentatively on March 28th, asking for ratepayer approval of amended 
Borrowing By-law 264 which will allow the District to secure the funds necessary to 
build a new water treatment plant on St. Mary Lake. 

In 2008, Island Health amended the District’s operating permit requiring the 
construction of a Dissolved Air Floatation (DAF) Water Treatment Plant to meet 
Island Health’s 4-3-2-1 Policy for the treatment of surface water.

In response, the Board of Trustees engaged Kerr Wood Leidal (KWL) Consulting 
Engineers, a firm with extensive experience in the design and construction of 
waterworks infrastructure, to prepare the design. The Preliminary Design and 
cost estimate were completed last year, and KWL’s work on the Detailed Design 
is expected to be complete by the middle of February. It will include the final 
cost or Class “A” estimate which will be made public once Ministry approval has 
been received.  In addition, once the qualified bidders have been selected, the 
District hopes to realize further cost saving through the competitive bid process. 
The revised preliminary costs are currently available on our website’s Preliminary 
Design page.

As can be expected, during the ongoing design process, a number of ideas 
were proposed, considered and either adopted or discarded as we endeavour 
to provide improved water quality and maximum value to our ratepayers.  Many 
factors needed to be taken into consideration for the final design in order for 
the District to build a plant that meets our long-term needs for both supply 
and operation, while also meeting stringent regulatory requirements. As the 
District already operates two DAF plants for the CRD, operator input has been 
key in designing a facility that will ensure cost-effective operation in all potential 
circumstances. The aesthetics of the plant and site have also been a major 
consideration as the lakeshore is lined with both private residences and resort 
accommodation.

Design Changes Have Equalled Cost Savings
A number of design changes that are expected to result in cost savings 

have been made since the initial Preliminary Design was first released. Most 
importantly, plant design capacity has been capped at 4.5ML or 0.943 million 
imperial gallons per day. This is the result of other concurrent and ongoing work 
on the hydrology of St. Mary Lake which suggests that no further withdrawal 
licenses will be available from St. Mary. The current license allows a maximum daily 
withdrawal of 943,500 imperial gallons, provided that the Duck Creek weir is raised 
to 41.0 m elevation GSC, the lake’s historical high water mark. Withdrawal of the 
District’s full licenced amount appears to be within the sustainable supply limits of 
the lake once the weir is raised to 41.0 m. Consequently, any provisions necessary 
to accommodate further expansion have been eliminated from the design. This 
includes the elimination of one intake and the need to upsize the water main 
along Tripp Road. A minor relocation of the wet well has also made it possible to 
eliminate one manufactured concrete block wall in favour of using blasted rock 
from the site excavation.

A portion of the District’s reserve funds have been used to pay for the Detailed 
Design work, which will further reduce the amount financed. However, as the 
Board is concerned about changing commodity prices and rising interest rates a 
healthy contingency will be attached to our borrowing estimate. 

Further initiatives
To assure that the full withdrawal 

license is available, the District is moving 
ahead with the raising of the Duck 
Creek Weir. Anderson Civil Engineering 
Consultants has been instructed to 
complete the weir design and submit 
it for approvals. EcoFish Research is 
handling permits and environmental 
oversight of the construction phase of 
the project.

Raising of the Duck Creek 
weir is required to supply current 
commitments, including minimum 
environmental flows as required by the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 

We hope this work will be completed by summer 2015 in order to store next 
winter’s rains. However, even with the weir at 41.0 m elevation GSC, St. Mary will 
not have the capacity to support further development. It should be noted that 
properties within the District boundaries that do not currently have water service 
but have paid a capital expenditure charge and pay a parcel tax to the District, are 
considered current commitments, not further development, and will be eligible 
for water service if requested. Supplying water for further development would 
require raising the weir higher than 41.0 m GSC which is not feasible for a number 
of reasons including the proximity of homes and roads as well as the limited 
amount of rainfall in the lake catchment area. 

Conservation and Drought Management Are Key
Another result of our improved understanding of the hydrology of St. Mary 

Lake is an increased awareness that conservation and drought management 
plans are needed to ensure a sustainable supply. In the summer of 2014, the 
District asked for voluntary conservation and our ratepayers responded well. 
Despite a Stage 3 drought continuing into October, critical environmental flows 
in Duck Creek were maintained to protect fish habitat. Nevertheless, more 
conservation work is required. The District has already taken a number of the 
most important steps towards conservation: the distribution system is fully 
metered, an annual water audit is performed, infrastructure upgrades have been 
completed to reduce operational losses and a progressive conservation-oriented 
rate structure has been implemented. Before the summer of 2015, the District 
intends to have a water conservation by-law in place. Developing conservation 
and drought management plans are the next steps to achieving sustainable water 
management. The District plans to undertake this work in the upcoming year.

Again in 2015, watershed protection will be a primary focus at Maxwell Lake. 
Further fencing and signage will be installed with reminders that this is a precious 
island resource that must be protected. The District will be installing more 
environmental monitoring equipment, collecting water quality data and starting 
to develop a more comprehensive watershed management plan for this area. The 
data collected will be essential when designing the water treatment facilities for 
Maxwell Lake. 

March 12th Open House
We’d like to thank our ratepayers for their ongoing support of the District’s 

conservation measures and look forward to unveiling the final detailed design 
for the St. Mary DAF plant. During the referendum process ratepayers will 
again be given the opportunity to meet the design team leader, the board and 
management at an open forum to ask any questions they may have about the 
design for the plant and project financing.  Our official Open House is tentatively 
scheduled for Thursday, March 12th. Open house sessions are also being planned 
to discuss the Hydrology Reports and the raising of the weir.

For more information and answers to frequently asked questions about the 
project and District activities please visit our website.

North Salt Spring Waterworks District
www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca Duck Creek Weir

As the largest supplier of water on Salt Spring 
Island, North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
wants to ensure that the entire community is kept 
informed about the state of our water supply and 
the reasons for the current moratorium on new 
water demand.  

In 2013, the District engaged the services of Kerr 
Wood Leidal Consulting Engineers to assess 
the capacity of St. Mary and Maxwell Lakes. For 
each source, water budgets were developed 
to compare the availability of water against 
the maximum licensed demand in an average 
rainfall year and a 1 in 10 year drought under 
both current and future climate conditions. These 
technical reports are in the final draft stage and 
will be made available to the public when they 
are completed.  

Both hydrology reports contain a number of 
important conclusions and recommendations 
that the District plans to address. We now 
understand that both lakes are very vulnerable to 
drought and an increased focus on conservation 
and drought management will be necessary. 
For example, the Maxwell report has identified 
that following a drought it may take four years 
of greater than average rainfall to refill Maxwell. 
At St. Mary Lake, in 2014, the District would not 
have been able to maintain fish flows in Duck 
Creek if the total licensed volume had been 
withdrawn.

More importantly, these draft reports have 
identified that both lakes are fully allocated. 
Neither lake has enough water to support any 
additional water licences. With a number of 
developments on the horizon, the District needs 
time to complete the reports and strategically 
assess the situation. This assessment has taken 
longer than expected as information gaps 
required filling and additional data needed to 
be gathered.  Even when the reports have been 
completed, monitoring to further refine our 
understanding will be ongoing.

Given that over-allocation of our limited 
freshwater resources would place our community 
at serious risk, in the fall of 2014, the District 
took the precautionary approach and placed 
a moratorium on new water demand until the 
reports can be completed and the full impacts 
assessed.  

The District will be working with the Islands Trust 
and other agencies to determine whether or not 
the District has the ability to serve our current 
commitments and the full build-out planned for 
the community by the Islands Trust. Currently, 
the District does not have a clear understanding 
of how much water is needed for build out under 
current zoning. Furthermore, zoning does not 
assure water is available.

The District is keeping a queue of properties 
requesting water service. Owners that intend 
to request service are encouraged to contact 
the District. Although the Board of Trustees will 

consider each request, in general, the decision to 
approve or deny service will be made according 
to the questions and answers below.

Does this mean that the District is out of water?

No, the District doesn’t currently withdraw 
our total licensed peak day limit. In 2014, the 
District withdrew 58% of the licensed peak day 
withdrawal at Maxwell Lake and 48% of that at 
St. Mary. However, the remaining portions of the 
licences must first be reserved for undeveloped 
properties on the District tax roll.

What properties are eligible for water service 
right now?

Until the Duck Creek weir is raised from its 
current elevation of 40.7 m above sea level to 
41.0 m, no new demand will be approved. 

Projects that do not increase demand will be 
approved. For example, replacing an old single 
family home with a new single family home will 
be permitted because there is no net increase in 
demand. However, adding a secondary suite or 
cottage to a property that contains a single family 
home will not be approved because it would 
increase demand.

Raising the weir will allow the District to store 
sufficient water to withdraw our full licence from 
St. Mary Lake. The District has already begun the 
steps to raise the weir but a number of regulatory 
approvals are required. In-stream construction is 
only permitted in July, August and September so 
if the approvals are not secured before then, it 
will be delayed by at least one year. 

What properties are eligible after the weir is 
raised?

Once the weir is raised, the District will honour 
all existing commitments. Existing commitments 
include properties that are on the District tax roll. 
This means a capital expenditure charge was 
paid to join the District and annual parcel taxes 
are paid each year. A property does not need to 
have a water meter installed to be considered 
an existing commitment. Even if existing 
commitments don’t request water service at this 
time, their portion will be set aside for future use.

Why can’t undeveloped properties on the 
Maxwell system be served before the weir is 
raised?

Although the District has two sources and 
distribution systems, they are interconnected. 
The District does not differentiate between 
the systems because many properties, 
including most of Ganges, can be served from 
either source. Any available water from the 
Maxwell system will be used to meet existing 
commitments in both systems before any new 
service is approved. Just as all ratepayers will 
share the cost of the new treatment plants, they 
will also share the water supply.

My undeveloped property is zoned multi-
family? Will I be able to build a multi-family 
development?

No, zoning does not guarantee water service will 
be approved. After the weir is raised, one ¾ inch 
service connection would be permitted but a 
multi-family development would not. 

What if I incorporate conservation strategies such 
as rainwater catchment into my project design?

The District strongly encourages water 
conservation; however, conservation doesn’t 
reduce the potential water usage through 
a service connection. In order to approve 
water service, the District must be able to 
accommodate the demand in perpetuity. 
Rainwater catchment systems do not guarantee 
reduced consumption.

How much water will be left for new 
developments that are not considered existing 
commitments?

The District does not know exactly how much 
water will remain after existing commitments 
have been met. Completion of the hydrology 
reports has been delayed so that additional 
data could be gathered in order to help answer 
this question. At this time, it appears that there 
is not enough water to meet all the planned 
development; however, to be certain, the District 
must have the potential build-out clearly defined 
by Islands Trust. 

If there isn’t enough water to serve all planned 
development, who will get it and how will it be 
decided?

The District does not have authority to pick and 
choose who will be served. Islands Trust has sole 
authority for community planning. The District 
believes that community engagement should be 
undertaken in order to determine the answer to this 
critical question as it affects the entire community.

Conclusion

This new understanding of the limitations of the 
island’s freshwater resources will be concerning 
to many members of the community. Be 
assured that the District recognizes the urgency 
of the situation and has made it a top priority. 
The Board of Trustees understands that it will 
require a strategic and coordinated response by 
a number of government organizations, both 
local and provincial. Adjusting to new limitations 
may be difficult but can be achieved with time. 
Therefore, the District will be continuing the 
moratorium until a full understanding of the 
“demand side” has been assessed. The District 
asks for your support as we embark on a new era 
of water management for Salt Spring Island.

The Board of Trustees and Management of North 
Salt Spring Waterworks District

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca

April 8, 2015

Managing for a Sustainable Water Supply
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Seniors Program 

SHELLYSE SZAKACS, Seniors Program Coordinator 
sszakacs@ssics.ca  |  Open 10am - 2pm Monday through Friday

SENIORS WELLNESS OFFICE,

129 Hereford Ave.
CALL 250-537-4607 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Oral/Dental Health with Dr. Lorraine Shaw   Friday, April 17th 1- 2 pm,
129 Hereford Ave (Seniors Wellness Offi ce) 
Blood Pressure Clinic Monday, April 27th, 10 am- 11:45
Seniors Drop-in Centre 379 Lower Ganges Rd. 
Van Excursions
·  Seniors Luncheons April 9th, 16th and 25th
·  Music and Munch May 6th. 
We can help
Are you facing a challenge?  Are you lonely?  If you need someone to talk to 
call us at 537-4607. We offer confi dential support, resource and referrals.

McNeill Audiology
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  H E A R I N G  C A R E

EXPERIENCED .  PROFESSIONAL .  AUDIOLOGISTS

The Waterfront, 5-9843 Second St., Sidney
www.mcneillaudiology.ca
admin@mcneillaudiology.ca

250-656-2218

• Hearing Aids  
• Hearing Aid Accessories
• Assistive Listening Devices     • Assistive Listening Devices     • Assistive Listening Devices     • Assistive Listening Devices     

CELEBRATING 

20 years 
of service 

Dentures do not have to be a fact of life. Provided you look after 
them, your teeth and gums will look good and stay healthy for life. 
Your needs change as you get older.  Medications, diet, general 
aging, and more can all bring about changes in a person’s dental 
and oral health.

As you age, however, you may need to make a few changes in 
the way you care for your teeth and gums. If you need advice on 
looking after your teeth and gums, or those of a dependent relative 
or friend, your dentist and the Canadian Dental Association can 
provide you with valuable information.

You are never too old to have healthy teeth and gums. And you 
are never old enough to stop seeing your dentist!  
CoMMon oral ConDitions inCluDe:
• Dry mouth - occurs when the salivary glands do not produce 

enough saliva (spit) to keep the mouth wet.  
• Dysphagia/ Swallowing Difficulties - Dysphagia means difficulty 

swallowing and is most often caused by neurological problems 
such as stroke, depression and dementia. 

• Stomatitis/Mucositis (inflammation of the mouth) - The inside of 
the mouth may appear red, inflamed and may bleed. 

• Root Cavities – develop at the gum line and are caused by 
factors such as improper brushing of the teeth, receding gums 
that expose the root surfaces of the teeth and a diet high in sugar.  

• Tooth decay – Bacteria (germs) collect in the mouth every day.  
If the bacteria are not removed thoroughly they form a sticky, 
colourless film called plaque, which attaches to the teeth.  

• Gum Disease (Periodontal Disease) - is an infection that attacks 
the gums and bone that support the teeth. 

1-855-537-4228(4ACT)
241 Lower Ganges Road 
(Gulf Clinic)
www.acthearing.ca

• 90 day trial on hearing devices
• Comprehensive hearing assessements
• VAC health identifi cation cards accepted
• Part of the WorkSafeBC provider network
• Independently and locally owned

ACT NOW call for an 
appointment today!
In Ganges every 
Tuesday to help 
with your 
hearing care.

Experience
Matters
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Sherwood House
Independent Retirement Living with Supportive Services

Bright, spacious  
1 & 2 bedroom suites
Chef  prepared meals
Housekeeping/ laundry 
Safety, Security & Friendship
Activities & outings, Pet friendly
Furnished Guest suite

Premium suites available for occupancy!

280 Government Street, Duncan, BC V9L 0B5 
Call us at 250-715-0116   

www.sherwood-house.com

Independent and 
assisted living choices 

for today’s senior.

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney  |  250.656.8827 peninsulanorgarden.ca  LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED  by THE TIDMAN GROUP

Patty, Head of Housekeeping, has been with us since 
we opened our doors in 2005. 

Our advantage? A little 
sparkle goes a long way.
The best part of my day? Preparing my team for 

another day of exceptional, sparkling service.

April is National Oral Health Month 
FOCUS ON SENIORSSALT 

SPRING
TO AdverTise iN THis pOpulAr 

MONTHly feATure 
cONTAcT 250-537-9933

Five STePS To GooD oRal healTh 
Put a smile in your body. Follow these simple steps to good oral 

health and watch your overall health improve, too: 
•	 See	your	dentist	regularly
•	 Keep	your	mouth	clean
•	 Eat	a	well-balanced	diet
•	 Check	your	mouth	regularly	for	signs	of	gum	disease	and	oral	

cancer
•	 Avoid	all	tobacco	products
•	 Regular	dental	exams	help	prevent	small	problems	from	getting	

worse. 
Dr. lorraine shaw will be making a presentation on 

“oral health and Seniors.” She will talk about common 
conditions and treatments on Friday, april 17.

to attend the workshop, pre-register with seniors’ Wellness, 
250-537-4607 or by emailing esmith@ssics.ca.

ECOLOGY 

Permaculture film delves deep into farming practice
Special event at The Fritz 

Salt Spring has an opportuni-
ty to view a special screening of 
Inhabit: a Permaculture Perspec-
tive with its director, cinematog-
rapher and editor, Costa Boutsi-
karis.

Timed to spearhead the cel-
ebrations of Earth Day this year, 
the screening at The Fritz cin-
ema on Wednesday, April 15 at 
7 p.m. provides an opportunity 
for the community to watch a 

film, learn about permaculture 
and engage in an informative and 
lively conversation. Boutsikaris, 
Raffi Cavoukian, Michael Nickels 
and other local permaculturists 
will lead a discussion afterwards, 
including a special viewing of 
Nickels’ new short permaculture 
video.

Boutsikaris grew up in the Hud-
son River Valley of New York. He 
studied filmmaking at the New 
York Film Academy and went on 
to receive a B.A. in Visual Arts and 
Film at Rutgers University. 

During his senior year he took 
a permaculture design course 
in New York City, which began 
his fascination with ecological 
design and regenerative agricul-
ture. After travelling around the 
Northeast U.S. for a year, learning 
more about this design philoso-
phy and living at permaculture 
sites, he was inspired to make his 
first feature documentary. 

After raising funds on Kick-
Starter he converted a 1982 VW 
Van to run on vegetable oil and 
solar panels and began a three-

year journey to make Inhabit. 
Humanity is more than ever 

threatened by its own actions; we 
hear a lot about the need to mini-
mize footprints and to reduce 
our impact. But what if our foot-
prints were beneficial? What if we 
could meet human needs while 
increasing the health and well-
being of our planet? This is the 
premise behind permaculture: 
a design process based on the 
replication of patterns found 
in nature. Inhabit explores the 
many environmental issues today 

and examines solutions that are 
being applied using the ecologi-
cal design lens of permaculture. 
Inhabit provides an intimate look 
at permaculture people and prac-
tices ranging from rural, subur-
ban and urban landscapes. 

Proceeds from this screening 
will go to the Centre for Child 
Honouring and Seven Ravens 
Permaculture Academy and per-
maculture garden projects in 
Africa.

Tickets are available at the 
door. 
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Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee

TEMPORARY USE PERMIT - NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee 
will consider a Resolution to issue a Temporary Use Permit pursuant to 
Section 921 of the Local Government Act for  Lot A, Section 4, Range 4 East, 
North Salt Spring Island, Cowichan District, Plan 42183 (248 Upper Ganges 
Road, Salt Spring Island – SS-TUP-2015.2).  

The purpose of the permit is to add a commercial and industrial use 
consisting of servicing and sales of marine equipment and small engines.

The location of the property subject to the proposed permit is shown on the 
following sketch:

 

Enquiries or comments should be directed to Planner Seth Wright at 
250-538-5602, or by email to: ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca  before 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 14, 2015.

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 921.5 of 
the Local Government Act, a copy of the proposed permit may be inspected 
at the Islands Trust Salt Spring Island office at 1-500 Lower Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, continuing up to Wednesday, 
April 15, 2015. 

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee may consider the proposed 
permit at a meeting on Thursday, April 16, 2015 beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Hart Bradley Hall (Lions Club), 103 Bonnet Avenue, Ganges. Please refer to 
the posted agenda available on the Islands Trust website at the beginning 
of that week for an indication of where this application is to be placed on 
the agenda.

All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments 
made in response to this notice will also be available for public review.
  

Claire Olivier,
Legislative Clerk/Deputy Secretary
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Section 4, Range 4 East, North Salt Spring Island, Cowichan District, Plan 42183 (248 Upper 
Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island – SS-TUP-2015.2).    
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Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

Drop by today...
Coffee is always on!

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca
DL#5032

BOB 
SAUNDERS DAVID 

SAUNDERS
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CHILDREN

Island counsellors ready to play 

The Growing Tree 
supports non-verbal 
expression

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The newest centre for counselling 
services on Salt Spring has a unique 
client base in mind, as the island’s 
first official play therapy practice 
prepares to welcome children.

A cosy and cheerful studio locat-
ed off Blackburn Road, The Grow-
ing Tree is an inviting space that 
contains all the items necessary to 
engage a child’s imagination. 

Founders Kiran Dhingra and Jodi 
French have created the facility 
with the primary focus of support-
ing children in their inner journey 
toward healing. Both are employed 
by Island Women Against Violence 
and have backgrounds working 
with families and children: Dhingra 
is a registered social worker and 
French is a registered clinical coun-
sellor. Through their work they have 
formed a friendship and a desire to 
build a deeper partnership.

“We talked about how there are 
a number of counsellors on the 
island, but none that are really spe-
cific to children,” Dhingra said.

While anyone can provide a sand 
table and some crayons, The Grow-
ing Tree is not a glorified daycare. 
Under the therapists’ guidance, 
children can express deep emotions 
through the course of their play.

“I think each child is unique — 
each family is unique — and we 
really want to work from that basis, 
and remove any barriers to growth 
and healing,” French said.

Dhingra and French use methods 
heavily inspired by Holistic Expres-
sive Play Therapy as developed by 
Marie José Dhaese, under whom 
they studied for a certificate course 
at the Justice Institute of B.C.

“She was a very inspiring teacher 
because she’s been doing play ther-
apy for 40 years. We learned a lot,” 
Dhingra said.

Dhaese is a pioneer in the field 
whose largely intuitive work has 
been backed up by a growing body 
of research completed over the past 
decade or so. As Dhaese explains 
on the website for her Centre for 
Expressive Therapy, “The younger 
children are, the more limited is 
their ability to express themselves 
verbally; but through play they can 
show what they think, feel and how 
they experience and understand 
the world in which they live. 

“Just as adults talk things out, 

children play things out. Since play 
is the natural means of expression 
for children, the most effective 
mode of therapy for them is play 
therapy.”

Dhingra and French specialize in 
assessing the issues at hand, creat-
ing a treatment plan that best fits 
clients’ needs and providing an 
engaging and healing array of thera-
peutic activities to address the diffi-
culties being experienced. Children 
(primarily between the ages of three 
and 12) are encouraged to express 
their inner world through the use of 
a variety of materials and activities, 
which can include toys, drawing 
or painting, clay, crafts, sand play, 
music, stories and storytelling, pup-
pets, dress-up and role play. 

According to a 2005 study, play 
therapy can be effective for chil-
dren experiencing a wide variety of 
social, emotional, behavioural and 
learning problems, which may have 
been triggered by stresses such as 
divorce, death, relocation, hospital-
ization, chronic illness, physical and 
sexual abuse, domestic violence 
and natural disasters. 

Using play, painful memories 
and experiences can be chan-
neled into constructive outcomes 
as children learn to express their 
emotions and employ coping tools. 
It is hoped that children will find 
an increased sense of self-worth, 
self-direction and an ability to 
take responsibility, among other 
strengths. Their positive growth 
then ripples outward to the family 
unit and beyond.

“It’s sort of the vision of creating 
more lasting change. The idea of 
building a healthier community 
one child at a time is really stimu-
lating to me,” French said.

An important part of the ther-
apy is the counsellor’s ability to 
build up a trust relationship with 
the child. Multiple sessions are 
therefore required as the process 
unfolds. Support for parents or 
caregivers and their involvement 
in continuing the healing process 
at home is also essential.

More information can be found 
at www.thegrowingtree.ca.

DEATH AND DYING

Death Café returns to ArtSpring
Conversation and treats at 
April 11 event

Salt Spring Hospice facilitators are invit-
ing the community to have an open, hon-
est and genuine dialogue about death dur-
ing its fourth Death Café event on Satur-
day, April 11.

Coordinators ask, “If death is the last 
stop for all of us, why are we not talking 
about it more? It makes great conversation 
and is life enhancing. What is death like? 
Why do we fear it? How do our views of 
death inform the way we live?”

These are three of the kinds of ques-
tions that may be discussed in large and 
small groups while enjoying tea, coffee and 
goodies (by donation). 

“At our three previous Death Cafes, par-
ticipants have expressed their gratitude for 
being able to express their concerns and 

points of view about death and by hearing 
from others expand their own perception 
on this topic,” Salt Spring Hospice states.

The Death Café is part of a global move-
ment to increase awareness of death with 
a view to help people make the most of 
their finite lives. The event has no agen-

da, objectives 
or  themes.  It 
is a discussion 
g r o u p  r a t h e r 
than a grief sup-
port or counsel-
ling session.  

T h e  e v e n t 
r u n s  f r o m  2 
t o  4  p. m .  i n 
the ArtSpring 
lobby. 

For more information about the Death 
Café movement, visit  www.deathcafe.
com.

photo by Jen Holmes

Certified play therapists Jodi French, left, and Kiran Dhingra welcome 
families to their new practice.

If death is the last 
stop for all of us, 
why are we not 
talking about it 
more?



CLASSIFIED AD 
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Allan  “Mac”  Sherman
October 20, 1944 - 

April 3, 2015

It is with deep sadness that 
I speak of the passing of my 
beautiful soulmate Allan who 
just let this world on Passover.

He fought the most valiant 
fi ght for many years, but thank 
goodness he’s now at peace. He 
showed me a joyful side of life 
and I will be eternally grateful 
for my 23 years with him.

Rest In Peace my dear, kind 
man. Your love surrounds us still.

A Celebration of his life will 
take place at a later date.

Salt Spring Island 
Fire Protection District 

Meeting Notice
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection 
District (SSIFPD) will be held on 

20 April 2015 at the 
Salt Spring Lions Club Hart Bradley Hall

103 Bonnet Avenue 
Commencing at 7:00pm

The election results will be announced, 
as well, the District auditor’s report, 

Fire Chief’s report & 
Trustees annual report.

A meeting of the SSIFPD’s Board of Trustees 
will commence following the AGM.

Fire District ratepayers and the general public 
are encouraged to attend.

NOTICE TO THE RATEPAYERS 
OF THE NORTH SALT SPRING 

WATERWORKS DISTRICT

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR
THE ELECTION OF TWO TRUSTEES

Notice is hereby given that at the Annual General Meeting, 
to be held on April 28, 2015 at 7:00 pm at the Community 
Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road, TWO trustees are 
to be elected, to serve for a period of three years.  

Nomination of candidates for these positions must be 
made in writing, duly signed, seconded, with signature of 
agreement by the nominee, and delivered to the District 

NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
FROM THE FLOOR

To be eligible a nominee must be a Canadian Citizen, 18 
years of age or older, an owner, or spouse of an owner of land 
in the North Salt Spring Waterworks District, and entitled to 
be registered as a voter under the Elections Act.  Visit the 
“Who We Are” page on our website for more information 
about the role of a Trustee. 

Anne Williams,

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca 761 Upper Ganges Rd., 

to our patients
..........................................................

DR. ROBERT CRICHTON
WILL BE CLOSED

Monday April 20 & Tuesday April 21, 2015
and

Monday April 27 to Monday May 18, 2015
..........................................................

..........................................................

Tuesday May 19, 2015 at 10:00..........................................................
We are very sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY PLEASE 
ATTEND LADY MINTO HOSPITAL

Thinking of volunteering somewhere?
Check out opportunities at:

www.volunteersaltspring.com
or phone Melanie 250 221 0078

We are a complete cloth diaper 
pickup/delivery service. Once a week 

our friendly driver will arrive in our 
pink van and exchange your dirty 
cloth diapers for nice clean ones.  

Convenient and affordable, from just 
$25.55/week! We make cloth diapering 

as easy as using disposables. No 
rinsing or scraping required. You can 

enjoy more time with baby while we take care of  your 
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to 

bring our awesome service to Salt Spring! 
Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com 

or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377 
for more info or to get started! 

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

Advertise in
 the 2015 

Vancouver Island 
Visitor Magazine

Please call Annemarie  
1.800.661.6335 or email: 

fi sh@blackpress.ca

CANADA BENEFIT Group - 
Do you or someone you know 
suffer from a disability? Get up 
to $40,000 from the Canadian 
Government. Toll-free 1-888-
511-2250 or www.canada 
benefi t.ca/free-assessment

DID YOU KNOW? BBB pro-
vides complaint resolution ser-
vices for all  businesses and 
their customers. Look for the 
2014 BBB Accredited Busi-
ness Directory E-edition on 
your Black Press Community 
Newspaper website at 

www.blackpress.ca.
You can also go to 

http://vi.bbb.org/directory/ 
and click on the 2014 BBB 

Accredited Business Directory

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

LEGALS

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING of the SCOTT 
POINT WATERWORKS DIS-
TRICT will be held at 7:00 pm 
on Tuesday April 21, 2015 at 
the RVYC Pavilion at 241 
Scott Point Dr. Trustee reports 
and meeting documents will 
be available at
www.scottpointwaterworks.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HIGH CASH producing vend-
ing machines. $1.00 vend = 
.70 profi t. All on location in 
your area. Selling due to ill-
ness. Call 1-866-668-6629 for 
details.

HIP OR knee Replacement? 
Problems walking or getting 
dressed? The disability tax 
credit $1,500 yearly tax credit. 
$15,000 lump sum refund (on 
avg). For assistance call: 1-
844-453-5372.

LEASE: RESTAURANT @ 
the Howard Johnson Hotel, 
Liquor Store & Pub across 
from Ford Dealership, Alberni 
Inlet & Marina. Seating 250, 
Bar, Patio, Bistro, Kitchen & 
Coolers Incl. 250-724-2900.

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR SCHOOL.

NO Simulators. In-the-seat 
training. Real world tasks.

Weekly start dates. Job board! 
Funding options.

SignUp online!  iheschool.com 
1-866-399-3853

HELP WANTED

TELEGRAPH COVE 
RESORT 

is now accepting resumes 
for the following positions:
• General Maintenance
• Waitress, Bartender
• Cook, Dishwasher
• Barista,Housekeeping
• Front Desk Clerk
• General Store Clerk
Please forward your resume 
by email to: tcrltd@island.net

✱Only short listed 
candidates will be contacted.

DEATHS

MEDICAL/DENTAL

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: 
www.CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-
855-768-3362 to start training 
for your work-at-home career 
today!

TRADES, TECHNICAL

Commercial Transport/ 
Heavy-Duty Mechanic

International & or Cummins 
engine exp. would be an   
asset. CVIP endorsement 
pref. Check us out at:
 www.wilsonandproctor.com
Email or fax, 250-385-1741

mike@wilsonandproctor.com

GPRC, FAIRVIEW Campus, 
Alberta urgently requires a 
Heavy Equipment Technician 
Instructor to commence imme-
diately. Visit our website at: 
www.gprc.ab.ca/careers.

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

TAX FREE MONEY
is available, if you are a 
homeowner, today! We can 
easily approve you by 
phone. 1st, 2nd or 3rd mort-
gage money is available 
right now. Rates start at 
Prime. Equity counts. We 
don’t rely on credit, age or 
income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

DEATHS

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

COMING EVENTS

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $12.88 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

SEE WEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 27

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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Allan  “Mac”  Sherman
October 20, 1944 - 

April 3, 2015

It is with deep sadness that 
I speak of the passing of my 
beautiful soulmate Allan who 
just left this world on Passover.

He fought the most valiant 
fi ght for many years, but thank 
goodness he’s now at peace. He 
showed me a joyful side of life 
and I will be eternally grateful 
for my 23 years with him.

Rest In Peace my dear, kind 
man. Your love surrounds us still.

A Celebration of his life will 
take place at a later date.

$14.00



HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

HAULING AND SALVAGE

GARBAGE 
GURU

Making Sense
 Out of TRASH...

✱Full clean-up service. 
Call David 

250-818-1992
250-538-5538.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

GARAGE SALES

103 BONNET AVE. - Lions 
Garage Sale  & Drop Offs: Fri-
days & Saturdays only. 10am - 
12 noon.  Many household 
items.  We do not accept large 
appliances, draperies or cloth-
ing.  Drop-off accepted  Friday 
& Saturday mornings only. 
Please NO garbage!! 
186 MOBRAE AVE, Sat. April 
11 & Sun. April 12. 9am - 3pm. 
Moving/Downsizing Sale, 
tools, dishes, furniture, paint-
ings, garden tools & much 
more.  NO Early Birds!

280 SOUTH BANK DRIVE
Sat. Apr.11th   10am - 2pm

Trash to Treasure,
Feast and Famine

All for Sale
Good prices

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4,397 - Make money & save 
money with your own bandmill 
- Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw 
mills.com/400OT 1-800-566-
6899 Ext:400OT.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

STEEL BUILDINGS. “Spring 
sales with hot savings!” All 
steel building models and siz-
es are now on sale. Get your 
building deal while it’s hot. Pio-
neer Steel 1-800-668-5422 
www.pioneersteel.ca

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

1,068 SF for lease, Merchant 
Mews nr. Ganges. Skylights, 
baydoor, upstrs offi ce, bthrm. 
Richard, 250-380-1669 (Vic.)

1,127 SF at Merchant Mews  
near Ganges. Elegant offi ce 
unit, mezz., conf. rm. (250)
380-1669 Richard (Victoria)

SMALL COMMERCIAL 
SPACES avail. in building next 
to park.  Size of spaces from 
100 sq.ft. plus. Each space will 
include stall for Saturday Mar-
ket. Call 250 537-6860

UPPER GANGES CENTRE  
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

3 BDRM, 1.5 Baths, Renovat-
ed Duplex, near Fernwood 
School, Large Private Yard, 
W/D, DW, N/S, Long-Term, 
$1,275.00 (250) 537-4413.

STORAGE

TRANSPORTATION

SPORTS & IMPORTS

1987 TOYOTA Tercel DX 2dr, 
4 cyl, Auto. 200kms Good 
Cond. $950.       250 537-4018

2000 SUBARU OUTBACK, 
lthr. inter., all wheel dr., Auto., 
Black  $3,500  250 538-8425

2011 HYUNDAI S.E. - 2 dr, 
hatchback, with 4 additional 
tires, low mileage - $8,690 
Call:  250 537-0733

VTRUCKS & ANS

1991 DODGE CARAVAN, 
180,000 km, power windows, 
locks, mirrors & driver seat. 
Some rust, runs well. $600 
OBO - 250 537-5356

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

fi l here please

Invite 
the whole 

neighbourhood 
to your 

garage sale 
with a 

classified ad. 
CALL 

530.537.9933
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Attention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your opportunity 
for a great welcome visit. 

Call Jennifer today for your 
greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-653-9222

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition

Since 1930

Attention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your opportunity 
for a great welcome visit. 

Call Jennifer today for your 
greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-653-9222

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition

Since 1930

Don't miss your opportunity 
for a great welcome visit. 

Call Jennifer today for your 
greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-653-9222

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition

Since 1930

Attention New Salt Springers! Don't miss your opportunity for a great welcome visit. 
Call Jennifer today for your greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-653-9222

Don't miss your opportunity for a great welcome visit. 
Call Jennifer today for your greeting, gifts & useful info.

250-653-9222 Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition Since 1930

Attention New Salt Springers!

Attention New Salt Springers!

A Canadian Tradition Since 1930

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production team 

time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this format. 

Thanks very much.

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production team 

time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this format. 

Thanks very much.

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

       
TIP OF THE WEEK:

As exciting as is the Full Moon and last week’s Lunar 
Eclipse was a ripper, the Last Quarter Moon also represents 
a significant turning point in the cycle. Symbolically linked 
to Autumn Equinox and the sun setting on the horizon, this 
phase of the moon brings things to a completion and serves 
to clear the way in preparation for the new cycle. Yet, it can 
also prove to be an even greater culmination of the themes 
woven into the New Moon than when it culminated to full. 
So, watch for the synchronistic signs of this on individual, 
civic and national and even mass global levels. What this 
lunar cycle is destined to produce is a heightened degree of 
collective awareness and of awakening to larger perspective 
on reality. This includes gaining a clearer understanding of 
the human condition and evoking genuine feelings of concern 
on one hand, and resolve to make a difference, on the other. 
Fortunately, major initiatives like the move by the President 
of Brazil to lead a campaign to turn a very large portion of 

the Amazon basin, apparently twice the land mass of France, 
into a nature reserve where the exploitations of unscrupulous 
ambition will not be allowed to encroach, presents a clear 
and positive example. If this awakening has not occurred 
for you or others you know, it is not too late. But neither is it 
early. Fortunately, this next New Moon cycle will re-activate 
the energies of last month’s Solar Eclipse. Even by simply 
being aware and choosing to care and replacing fear with 
love and exercising the awareness that ‘they’ are actually 
ultimately us implies you are tuned-in to the awakening 
that is sweeping the world. As well this awakening can be 
recognized by the realization that attitudes of oblivious denial, 
cynical indifference or blame and feelings of helplessness 
and victimization simply don’t help. However you choose or 
are able to see it, our world is in crisis. Stay tuned.

Read more about it on my Newsletter – 
signup is free on my website.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) The steady 
process of building foundations or 
fortifying existing ones continues. 
Expect your focus to diversify this 
week. Attending to a variety of fronts 
will include expressing and perhaps 
asserting your opinion. Be aware that 
your communications now could have 
far reaching implications. Focus to see 
things from the perspective of others to 
meet in the middle.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) Although 
you feel determined to advance your 
position, you may be happy to take 
it slow for now. This pace likely will 
continue for several weeks. Going 
slow can produce measurable results, 
especially if you are willing to work 
longer. Tending to a variety of fronts 
starting this week will feel good. Above 
all secure a creative space where you 
can return to regularly, to recharge.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) The urge to 
express your sense of individuality is 
strong now. You want to share some 
of the beauty you feel inside. You may 
have to overcome fears of rejection 
to succeed, however. There are three 
keys to this success: accept yourself, 
honor your style and pay attention to 
how others are responding. The time is 
also right to reach out to others for their 
assistance and cooperation.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Getting the 
attention you feel you deserve and want 
is a central theme now. The downside 
is that you may be getting attention 
you don’t want as well. A rebellious 
mood prevails and you feel passionately 
about your position. Your dramatic side 
may well be flaring. Your ambitions are 
running high but your patience levels 
may not be. See the humor in it all to 
balance the scales.

Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) You are in a 
visionary mood. Taking risks to expand 
your power potential and influence is 
featured. Your sights are set on creating 
a brighter and perhaps more profitable 
future. Gathering new knowledge, skills 
and tools to strengthen your overall 
position is likely. This momentum will 
continue for several weeks anyway. 
You can even expect the pace to 
accelerate…soon.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) Sometimes 
the best thing to do is to move forward 
without looking back, like now. Keeping 
the best and leaving the rest is required. 
Yet you may feel challenged to overcome 
feelings of inertia. Consider that what 
was once comfortable, familiar and 
secure is no longer. Beyond just stuff, 
you may have to leave old attitudes, 
perceptions and modes of expression 
behind as well.
Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) Financial concerns 
and considerations are on your mind. 
These are leading or perhaps pushing 
you to new choices and modes of self-
expression. At worst you feel caught 
between opposing forces. Forcing things 
will not help so you are left to exercise 
patience and trust. Making the most 
of the situation, seek opportunities for 
social and cultural activities all the while 
remaining open to sound advice.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)  Over 
the course of life our perceptions, 
interpretations and self-concepts tend 
to change, sometimes gradually while 
at other times more quickly, like now 
perhaps. These changes can also 
produce changes in how we live and/
or where. Such changes are healthy and 
indicate an evolutionary rhythm of the 
soul. Stubborn resistance may indicate 
excessive ego. Go for soul.

Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) As if 
awakening from a powerful and long 
dream that seemed so real, you are 
confronted with the reality of adjusting 
your perceptions to match this other 
reality. Slowly but surely a new sense of 
creative purpose and passion is rising. 
Yet there may still remain some confusion 
and a desire to go back to sleep. This 
other reality requires new perspectives 
and response and it will not go away.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) Everyone 
is getting a wake-up call these days of 
some kind. Even so, many remain fast 
asleep wrapped in narcissistic dreams. 
You however are not being afforded such 
luxuries, at least not for much longer. 
Duty is calling and you are required to 
break free from certain associations and 
habitual perspectives. Fortunately this 
call includes some real perks such as 
renewed creative passion.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) You may at 
times wonder where the solid ground 
you once stood upon has gone. The 
fact is it has been steadily dissolving for 
many years. The good news is that it is 
being replaced by a ‘higher ground’. The 
challenge is to accept that this process 
will continue for years to come and to 
direct your focus to steadily adapt. This 
is the price of ascension and like it or not 
you must pay.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) Yours especially 
is a healing journey these days. It could 
be as basic as losing weight and getting 
fit or improving your diet. Perhaps 
it is your attitude that requires some 
detoxifying. Maybe how you express 
yourself or your overall presentation 
needs some adjustment. Awareness is 
the first step. Next decipher and ideally 
outline a realistic strategy. Then set a 
clear resolve to follow through.
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www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

Buying or selling your home is not easy, 
everyone has different needs and 

concerns. I am always client focused.

250.526.2626

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My commitment to you is simple...
...quality customer service.

4075 SQ FT 1/2 DUPLEX
Located close to town and all amenities. This large quality built 6 
bdrm, 5 bath home offers many possibilities with its contemporary 
style & unique layout. You will see design details that include 3 
ensuites, slate & hardwood fl oors, effi cient heating & air conditioning, 
2 laundry rooms & more. All this on a level property with plenty of 
parking for extended family or a B&B. $450,000 MLS#345813

REDUCED

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
161 MCPHILLIPS
Walk to town from this convenient 
location at the end of McPhillips Ave. 
Very private .25 acre lot backs on to 
Mouat Park and its abundance of 
walking trails. Zoning allows for a 
medical or dental offi ce with up to 
two practitioners. Den with separate 
entrance would be ideal for a 
professional offi ce. $299,000

PARK LIKE SETTING
120 LAWNHILL DRIVE 
Like new 1670 sq. ft. Lindal home on 
a park-like .55 acre property in the 
North Central. 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
plus craft room and den. West facing, 
treed property with lots of smaller 
Arbutus trees. 5 appliances plus 
propane fi replace. $349,000

SALT SPRING SOLITUDE BEAVER POINT ROAD
This wonderfully warm 3000 sq. ft. 4 bdrm, 2 bath home on 2.61 beautifully 
landscaped private acres offers views of Weston Lake. The lake is 
only steps away where you can fish, swim & kayak. Enjoy a leisurely 
30 minute stroll to the sea. In this well kept home you will find a large 
country style kitchen, sunken living rm with fireplace & a private master 
suite with balcony. Home heated by radiant heat in kitchen & both baths, 
heat pump (provides AC also) & fireplace. Both the home & property are 
rich in character & this is truly a slice of paradise.  $595,000

Located on a half-acre parcel this 3 bedroom, two bathroom, home 
is in pristine condition. With over 1300 sq. ft. this spacious home 
with a vaulted ceiling in living room and skylights in both bathrooms 
is full of natural light. This well priced property offers even more 
value with the large south facing deck and single car garage. This 
immaculate home is a must see if it is in your price range!  $319,000
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www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

Buying or selling your home is not easy, 
everyone has different needs and 

concerns. I am always client focused.

250.526.2626

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My commitment to you is simple...
...quality customer service.

4075 SQ FT 1/2 DUPLEX
Located close to town and all amenities. This large quality built 6 
bdrm, 5 bath home offers many possibilities with its contemporary 
style & unique layout. You will see design details that include 3 
ensuites, slate & hardwood fl oors, effi cient heating & air conditioning, 
2 laundry rooms & more. All this on a level property with plenty of 
parking for extended family or a B&B. $450,000 MLS#345813

REDUCED

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
161 MCPHILLIPS
Walk to town from this convenient 
location at the end of McPhillips 
Ave. Very private .25 acre lot backs 
on to Mouat Park and its abundance 
of walking trails. Zoning allows 
for a medical or dental offi ce with 
up to two practitioners. Den with 
separate entrance would be ideal 
for a professional offi ce. Older home 
had a major renovation in 1986. Many 
possibilities here.  $299,000

PARK LIKE SETTING
120 LAWNHILL DRIVE 
Like new 1670 sq. ft. Lindal home on 
a park-like .55 acre property in the 
North Central. 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
plus craft room and den. West facing, 
treed property with lots of smaller 
Arbutus trees. 5 appliances plus 
propane fi replace. $365,000

SALT SPRING SOLITUDE BEAVER POINT ROAD
3000 sq. ft. 4 bed, 2 bath home on 2.61 totally private acres with west facing 
views of Weston Lake. Path leads from home to the lake for fi shing, swimming 
& kayaking. Home has a large country style kitchen & a sunken living room 
with fi replace. The private master suite has its own balcony.  $595,000

Located on a half-acre parcel this 3 bedroom, two bathroom, home 
is in pristine condition. With over 1300 sq. ft. this spacious home 
with a vaulted ceiling in living room and skylights in both bathrooms 
is full of natural light. This well priced property offers even more 
value with the large south facing deck and single car garage. This 
immaculate home is a must see if it is in your price range!  $319,000
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D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
for his column, 

Streets of 
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Island.
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of our streets, 
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dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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Liquid Waste Management Planning – Amending the Central
Sector Plan
The Cowichan Valley Regional District is working with the City of Duncan, Municipality of North
Cowichan and Cowichan Tribes, to update the Central Sector LiquidWaste Management Plan. This
update (called an “amendment”) focuses on reviewing options for moving the treated wastewater
outfall that services the Central Sector area, from the Cowichan River to a new location.

As part of this review, the CVRD and partners
will meet with stakeholder and community groups
during a series of spring infosessions. Questions
to be addressed during these sessions include:

• How is wastewater currently managed and
treated?
• Why is a new outfall location needed?
• Where would the outfall go if it is moved?
• What alternatives have been considered?
• How much will it cost and who will pay?

Anyone interested in learning more about the
project is invited to visit the project pages at
www.cvrd.bc.ca/lwmp. Members of the public
interested in attending a project infosession should
contact the project team at cslwmp@cvrd.bc.ca.

Project Contact:

Email: cslwmp@cvrd.bc.ca

Project pages: www.cvrd.bc.ca/lwmp
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FISHING DERBY

Fishers angle for good times
Registration 
begins for 
Galiano derby 

Registration is under-
way for anglers keen to 
drop a line in Galiano 
Island’s annual King 
Fisher Salmon Classic.

The popular fishing 
derby runs from 6 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Saturday, May 2 
out of the Montague Har-
bour Marina. The offi cial 
weigh-in is at 4 p.m. 

The $100 per rod entry 
fee gives participants 
access to a Friday night 
check-in bonfire barbe-
cue and Saturday night 
awards dinner. Besides 
all the fi shing, organizers 
promise contests, music, 
art and good times.

Fifty per cent of the 
proceeds raised at the 
event will go to the Pacif-
ic Salmon Foundation to 
enhance coho and chi-
nook salmon restoration 
projects.

The rest of the money 
will be awarded to par-
ticipants who reel in the 
three largest salmon. The 
festivities will include a 
raffl e and a silent auction 
with additional prizes 

from sponsors and a 
50/50 draw.

Camping is available 
at Montague Harbour 
Provincial Park. Par-
ticipants can choose to 
sleep aboard their boats 

“on the pick” or tied up 
at the marina or provin-
cial park dock. The Mon-
tague Harbour Marina 
offers a 50 per cent dis-
count on moorage for 
derby registrants. Other 
accommodation options 
are available on Galiano. 
Shuttle service can be 
arranged.

C h e c k - i n  f o r  t h e 
event is on Friday, May 
1 between noon and 9 
p.m. at the Montague 
Harbour Marina. Reg-
istration in advance is 
required. Contact Ryan 
at 604-518-8946 or info@
kingfisherapparel.com 
to book your spot.

The derby is spon-
sored by King Fisher 
Apparel, Salish Sea Char-
ters, Montague Harbour 
Marina and the Pacific 
Salmon Foundation. 
Additional sponsors are 
welcome to sign up.

For more details and 
tickets, search for King 
Fisher Galiano on www.
eventbrite.com.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 

Mad Hatter infl uences games
Cards mimic
tricky riddles

BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

“Have some wine,” the March Hare said in 
an encouraging tone.

Alice looked all round the table, but there 
was nothing on it but tea. “I don’t see any 
wine,” she remarked.

“There isn’t any,” said the March Hare.
“Then it wasn’t very civil of you to offer it,” 

said Alice angrily.
“It wasn’t very civil of you to sit down with-

out being invited,” said the March Hare.
“I didn’t know it was your table,” said Alice; 

“it’s laid for a great many more than three.”
Well, at bridge the tables are set for four, and 

on March 23 there were four and a half tables at 
Seniors, with no wine or tea offered, although 
the March Hare may have been hovering with 
muddled advice. George Laundry and Paul 
Retallack rose to the occasion quite civilly, and 
then there was a tie for second place with Nick 
Beringer and Pat Sutherland getting the same 
score as Flo Laundry and Jeff Bell. Liz and Oleh 
Mycyk politely settled for third place.

On March 30, the Mad Hatter spoke up at 
this long tea-party, and “opened his eyes very 
wide . . . but all he said was, ̀ Why is a raven like 
a writing-desk?’”

“Come, we shall have some fun now!” 
thought Alice. “I’m glad they’ve begun asking 
riddles. I believe I can guess that,” she added 
aloud.

“Do you mean that you think you can fi nd 
out the answer to it?” said the March Hare.

“Exactly so,” said Alice.

“Then you should say what 
you mean,” the March Hare 
went on.

“I do,” Alice hastily replied; 
“at least — at least I mean 

what I say — that’s the same thing, you know.”
“Not the same thing a bit!” said the Hatter. 

“You might just as well say that ‘I see what I eat’ 
is the same thing as ‘I eat what I see’!”

This is perhaps something that happens 
at bridge as players try to fi nd the answer to 
the riddles of bidding and play, and to say 
what they mean or mean what they say. The 
Mycyks were really good at it all that time, and 
again there was a tie for second place. This 
time it was Zelly Taylor and Ian Thomas who 
equalled the score of the George Laundry-
Retallack pair. Jean Elder and Ted Baldwinson 
occupied the third spot, being less puzzled 
than the rest.

And the mad March month came to an end 
like a lamb. What will April bring? The return 
of more players would be good, and for info 
please contact George Laundry at 250-653-
9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.

“And Alice . . . once more found herself 
in the long hall, and close to the little glass 
table. ‘Now, I’ll manage better this time,’ 
she said to herself, and began by taking the 
little golden key, and unlocking the door that 
led into the garden. Then she went to work 
nibbling at the mushroom (she had kept a 
piece of it in her pocket) till she was about 
a foot high: then she walked down the little 
passage: and then — she found herself at last 
in the beautiful garden, among the bright 
fl ower-beds and the cool fountains . . . and 
The Queen’s Croquet-Ground, with all the 
cards . . . .”

BRIDGETRICKS

PHOTO COURTESY KING FISHER GALIANO ISLAND SALMON CLASSIC FACEBOOK PAGE

Derby co-organizer Cory Matheson, right, and Daniel 
DePedrina have a good haul earlier this month at a 
top secret location.


