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HE MADE IT!: Santa Claus expresses joy at arriving on Salt Spring Island on Saturday and meeting young Charlie Dee MacDougall on the
floatplane dock before heading to Salt Spring Elementary School to visit with more kids. See page 20 for more about the event.

GRACE ISLET

Province open to buyingislet

Decision follows threat of First Nations lawsuit

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF
The dispute at Grace Islet regained centre
stage Monday as the provincial government
outlined a plan that could result in the purchase
of the controversial islet in Ganges Harbour.
Steve Thomson, Minister of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations, confirmed
he has obtained provincial authority to buy the
property and appointed a mediator to resolve

the ongoing dispute between First Nations and
the property owner.

“I received a mandate from government to
pursue options that will resolve the situation on
Grace Islet,” Thomson said on Tuesday after-
noon. “The ministry is committed to finding a
resolution that works in everyone’s interests.”

Monday's decision marks the first time the
province has explicitly stated its mandate to
resolve the matter after a summer of direct

action campaigns on and around the islet.
Thomson has appointed mediator Lorne
Brownsey, a former deputy minister of aborigi-
nal affairs, to help the province reach a deal with
landowner Barry Slawsky. Representatives from
the Capital Regional District and The Land Con-
servancy, which has received $400,000 towards
the islet’s purchase, will assist with negotiations.

GRACE ISLET continued on 4
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BULLOCK LAKE

Platform
resurrects

Bullock Lake
resort plan

Developer requests 36
building permits from CRD

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The owner of a resort development at
Bullock Lake is moving ahead with plans
to put the finishing touches on 50 vaca-
tion cabins at the contentious Robinson
Road property.

Although most of the buildings are near
completion, additional work is needed
before the CRD can issue final occupancy
permits. Permit approval rests with the
CRD’s building inspection office and is
subject to conditions.

These include making sure build-
ings can supply adequate potable water,
obtaining an access permit from the
province’s Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure, and meeting 2012 BC
Building Code requirements for energy
and water efficiency.

“When the required conditions are
met and fees are paid, the CRD will issue
building permits for the 36 buildings to
be completed,” Salt Spring CRD director
Wayne McIntyre wrote in a statement
Monday.

He said the CRD will recommend Plat-
form Properties implement expanded
water conservation measures for the
development.

Leah Hartley, the Islands Trust’s regional
planning manager for Salt Spring, said the 36
building permits cover 50 existing commer-
cial accommodation units in 34 buildings, a
water treatment facility and sewage plant.

BULLOCK LAKE continuedon 2
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RCMP

Dirt bikes damage park fields

CounterAttack
campaign also
underway

Salt Spring RCMP had 46 calls
for service during the past week,
including a report of damage
at Portlock Park’s main playing
field.

Over the weekend, one or
more individuals operated dirt
bikes at the park, causing dam-
age to the turf used for orga-
nized sports. Police remind the

public that operating motor-
ized vehicles in CRD parks,
and destroying or damaging
park features or property, are
offences under the Commu-
nity Parks Regulations, as well
as potentially being Criminal
Code offences. Anyone who
sees motorized vehicle activ-
ity in any CRD park is asked
to contact the Parks and Rec-
reation Commission or RCMP
immediately.

Salt Spring RCMP remind
motorists and everyone else
heading out to celebrate dur-

ing the holiday season of the
need to plan ahead for a safe
evening. Police will be active
conducting vehicle stops and
road checks as part of this year’s
CounterAttack campaign as
impaired driving is still a signifi-
cant issue in the community.

Salt Spring RCMP members
and volunteers involved in this
year’s Movember fundraising
for prostate cancer also wish
to thank all those who stopped
by the detachment and showed
support at the Nov. 29 bake
sale.

Opponent certain project won't fly
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The plan roughly corresponds to phase one of
a Platform Properties proposal presented in July.
Hartley said the Islands Trust has not received an
application about the 73 units that formed part of the
project’s proposed second phase.

She said the company’s request for building per-
mits complies with the island’s land-use bylaw.

Results of a legal review obtained by the Islands
Trust this summer said Platform Properties could
market 50 dwelling units on the site and complete up
to 73 more units on existing foundations, although
the buildings would be considered legal non-con-
forming.

“I think this is going to be a Channel Ridge number
two,” said Rollie Cook, a neighbour and founding
member of the Friends of Bullock Lake. “It’s a flawed
thing on a number of levels. They don't have water,
they don't have the right to rebuild, they don't have a
lodge building and the final kicker is that the world-
wide economy is still in a great recession.”

Platform Properties’ building permit application is
the company’s first public move since the Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee voted 2-1 in July to deny the
company’s rezoning application. Platform wanted to
bring the units into accordance with the island’s land-
use bylaw.

According to the rezoning application, Platform
Properties would have cancelled plans for the extra
73 units, provided 20 acres of public green space,

implemented a groundwater monitoring system and
provided public access to a clubhouse-style commu-
nity space.

Trustee Peter Grove, who voted against Platform’s
rezoning application, called news of the building
permits “part of the anticipated process.” He looks
forward to seeing if the developer can meet the CRD’s
conditions and address water availability concerns.

“Where it will go from here remains uncertain, and
I remain hopeful that no development will proceed if
it will have a seriously detrimental effect on the water
supply to existing islanders,” Grove wrote in an email.
“I encouraged the developers to pursue rainwater
catchment, rather than relying on ground water, from
the very start of their application process, to no avail.

“Were they to now follow this route I would feel very
more positively towards the proposal.”

The CRD issued building permits for the develop-
ment (which includes 123 cottages, a water reservoir,
sewage treatment plant and pump shed) on Sept. 11,
1996. Construction on the structures is reported to
have started the following day.

On Nov. 6, 1996, members of Salt Spring’s LTC
rezoned the Bullock Lake Properties from Commercial
4 to Rural, the latter being a zone that prohibits such
a large-scale development. The cottages were never
completed due to the original developer’s bankruptcy
in 2007, and building permits for the project eventu-
ally expired.

A spokesperson from Platform Properties was
unable to return an interview request by the Drift-
wood’s Tuesday deadline.
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Heads up!

Blue Christmas Service:
Tuesday, DECEMBER 9 at 2 p.m.
SSIUnited Church
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Community Services building celebrates 100 years

Heritage building has
served community in
more ways than one

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWO0D STAFF

Initially established as the
island’s first hospital in 1914,
the building commonly known
as the Community Services
building has capped a century
of service to islanders in need.

Salt Spring’s Bob Rush was
born under the building’s gas-
powered lamps in 1930. He
recalls the early Lady Minto
Hospital as an island focal
point during much of his youth,
which included brief stints as
the facility’s relief custodian.

“It was the island’s only hos-
pital and it’s where you went if
you were sick,” he said.

Rush reckons the building is,
along with the jam factory (Salt
Spring Literacy headquarters)
and telephone exchange (Café
Talia), among the island’s old-
est public buildings.

He can still recall getting
schooled in proper hall-mop-
ping technique by the hospi-
tal’s matron.

“She told me pushing too fast
lifted all of the dust,” he said.

The building’s construction,
followed a fundraising cam-
paign, led by the hospital’s first
physician and a service group
called the Guild of Sunshine.

Dr. Lionel Beech donated the

property and the group raised
$3,000 with assistance from
Lady Mary Minto, wife of Can-
ada’s former Governor General,
who established a fund to sup-
port cottage hospitals across
the country.

Of the 44 Lady Minto Hospi-
tals built in Canada with sup-
port from the namesake fund,
only two remain. The other is in
the small northern community
of Cochrane, Ont.

In The Story of an Island,
author and historian Charles
Kahn paints the six-bed hospi-
tal as a bustling hive of activity
that required constant atten-
tion from hospital staff.

“The hospital itself was a
dear old building, but you had
to be a workaholic to be able to
cope with it,” recalled Joan Mil-
ner, a Lady Minto nurse during
the 1930s, in Kahn's book. “No
elevators. Two bathrooms. You
carried basins everywhere —
and bedpans. One funny little
room had to act as case room
and operating theatre, and
we had to do our own steriliz-
ing in a very ancient sterilizer
that every time you thought
you were going to be blown to
kingdom come when you were
operating it.”

It wasn’t until 1937 that the
hospital even had electricity.

Sue Mouat was a hospital
nurse in the 1940s, a position
whose duties, she quickly dis-
covered, extended far beyond
patient care.

Lady Minto Hospital, established in 1

On her first night shift, Mouat
was tasked to paint the operat-
ing table. Other routine duties
included cooking meals and
doing the laundry.

She said much of the food
served at the original Lady
Minto Gulf Islands Hospital
was supplied by local farmers,
fishermen and hunters.

“People would often bring in
a hind quarter of venison,” she
said. “A logger brought in a big
log for the winter on his logging
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Today's home of Salt Spring Community Services was the original site of

914.

truck.”

It wasn'’t too long afterwards
that talk of having a modern
hospital eventually began. As
with many publicly funded
infrastructure projects, a new
building was contingent on a
referendum vote. Like today,
rallying public opinion behind
the cause was never easy.

“The first referendum failed
by a small margin,” recounts
reporter Lillian Horsdal in a
1974 article to commemorate

the building’s 60th anniversary.

Islanders Warren Hastings
and W.M. Mouat are said to
have met outright hostility dur-
ing their campaign for the new
facility. The pair undertook
“years of meetings” before the
second referendum garnered
nearly 70 per cent for the yes
side. The new Lady Minto Gulf
Islands Hospital was built on its
current site in 1958.

The Community Services
building served as a boarding
house for off-island students
until the early 1970s.

The availability of such a
large facility within easy reach
of the Ganges core attracted
interested from islanders who
wanted to establish greater
support services for islanders
in need.

“This building was synony-
mous with the birth of Commu-
nity Services,” said Rob Grant,
executive director of Salt Spring
Community Services, during
an interview in the building’s
board room overlooking Ful-
ford-Ganges Road. “This build-
ing coming free was the pos-
sibility that prompted the birth
of Community Services.

“We are tied to this building
in a big way.”

Post your comment to this story
online at
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

NEWS BRIEFS

Holman hosts
holiday open
house

Gary Holman, MLA for
Saanich North and the
Islands, will be holding
his annual holiday open
house at his Sidney com-

CALL

munity office on Mon-
day, Dec. 8.

All constituents are
welcome to attend and
enjoy light refreshments
and snacks, and to meet
and chat with Holman
and his staff.

No RSVP is required in
order to attend.

The office is located at

2393 Beacon Ave., Sidney.
The event will run from 4
to 6:30 p.m.

Mouat's tops
for lights

The votes are in and
Mouat’'s Home Hard-
ware’s window is the Peo-
ple’s Choice Award win-

ner by a landslide in the
annual Driftwood light-
up contest.

“It reminded me of dis-
plays my grandmother
used to do and brought
back wonderful memo-
ries,” said voter Chris
Grass.

Mouat’s also placed
second overall in the

categories selected by
the Driftwood panel of
judges, while Ganges Fire
Hall received first place
overall.

In other categories,
Love My Kitchen earned
first place and West of
the Moon second place
for creativity, and the
Salt Spring Visitors Cen-

tre and Salt Spring Arts
Council - Mahon Hall
took first and second
place respectively for
best use of lights.

An honourable men-
tion for creativity was
awarded to Dr. Andrea
Varju’s office for the
hand-painted window
decorations.

Newspapers deliver...

Reach a mass audience in a flash, advertise in the Driftwood

250-537-9933

Driftwood

CALL US TODAY 250-537-9933
ASKABOUT OUR WINTER CAMPAIGN DISCOUNTS
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COOKIE‘STASH’: RCVP
Const. lan Gray sports his Red Serge
dress uniform and a Movember
moustache at Saturday's fundrais-
ing bake sale at the local detach-
ment, where moustached police
officer cookies, left, were a big hit.
All Salt Spring members' moustach-
es have reportedly vanished with
fundraising now completed.

FIRE

SSIFR tackles two Sunday fires

Faulty heater and car fire

Quick-thinking islanders saved their homes from two
structure fires in one night over the weekend.

Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue responded to a Fulford
valley home when a car caught fire in the yard just after 7
p-m on Sunday, Nov. 30. Once the occupant detected the
fire, he called 911 and doused the flames with an extin-
guisher. When the fire didn't go out completely and pools
of flaming liquid started forming under the vehicle, he
rolled the car away from his home and fuel storage tank.

“The homeowner definitely bought some time with the
fire extinguisher,” said SSIFR Lieut. Mitchell Sherrin.

Eleven firefighters responded to the emergency, extin-
guished the fire and determined that the fire was likely
caused by a mechanical problem with the vehicle.

“The vehicle engine compartment was destroyed but
the home wasn't damaged,” Sherrin reported.

At 2:30 a.m. that same night, firefighters responded to a
call for residential alarm bells and found a Suneagle Drive
home filled with smoke.

“The home owner definitely did the right things. She

closed all the doors and got out with her two dogs,” Sher-
rin said.

Upon investigation, firefighters found that a faulty heat-
ing unit had scorched nearby walls. Damage was limited
to theimmediate area around the heating unit and an area
that was filled with smoke.

“We recommend that homeowners maintain regular
maintenance for all heating appliances,” said Sherrin.
“The home owner reported she noticed problems with the
unit prior to the fire.”

In other SSIFR news, firefighters assisted paramedics
when medical emergencies overwhelmed the local B.C.
Ambulance Service (BCAS) on Dec. 1. SSIFR responded
to one person who had difficulty breathing in the Ganges
area and a second who had collapsed at a Reynolds Road
residence just before 11 a.m. on Monday.

BCAS didn't have ambulances immediately available to
meet either call, Sherrin said.

“One ambulance was shorthanded with just one person
on shift and the other ambulance had been sent to Fulford
to meet the ferry.”

There were no delays to patient treatment. One person
was flown out by helicopter.

I'm dreaming of
a white christmas

Use it or lose it! 2014 year end alert.

If you've been thinking about getting
your teeth whitened, why not add it to
your New Year’s list this year? We have

extended this special offer until the end
of January 2015! We offer a no charge
cosmetic evaluation for anyone
interested in improving their smile.#

We have a smile
foryou

give us

a call today.

537-1400

As we near the end of 2014, we want to remind you to take advantage
of your unused dental insurance benefits. Every year, you and your family
receive a maximum benefit amount per individual from your dental
insurance company to be used towards necessary dental treatment. As a

reminder, most insurance plans will not allow any rollover or ‘unused dollars’

to continue into the next benefit year.

Do not miss out on your hard-earned benefits!
*offer extended until Jan. 31st, 2015!
#does not include xrays or any preliminary procedures

visit our website for more information: www.haydendentistry.com

199 Saltspring Way, Salt Spring Island, V8K 2G2

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre

Legal action withheld for now

GRACE ISLET
continued from 1

Briony Penn, chair of the TLC,
said the board voted unanimously
to devote the funds to the acquisi-
tion of Grace Islet at a September
meeting.

Penn said she’s glad the province
has finally agreed to start negotia-
tions.

The province’s announce-
ment coincides with news of the
Cowichan Tribes’ threat to file a
lawsuit asserting aboriginal title to
the islet.

Last week, Chief William Sey-
mour requested the province begin
negotiations to buy the islet or face
the prospect of legal action. He
greeted news that the province is
willing to talk with optimism.

“All T can say is that it’s about
time,” he said on Tuesday. “We
always like to think we're the ones
who push the buttons, but I have
no idea [if the prospect of legal
action influenced the decision].

“This has been on their desk for
a long time, and it may have been
timing.”

Seymour said the Cowichan
Tribes group plans to withhold legal
action for now.

“I want to give the province a
chance to see what it can do. Hope-
fully, the landowner will at least sit
down at the table; that’s the least I
can ask for,” he added.

Thomson has denied the pros-
pect of legal action contributed to
Monday’s decision.

“I have been having discus-
sions with the First Nations and
have been working for some time

Original prints from only §150!
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on trying to find a resolution,” he
said. “It is taking longer than we origi-
nally hoped. I was not aware of the
Cowichan Tribes’ threat of legal action
when we started pursuing options.”

Gary Holman, NDP MIA for Saan-
ich North and the Islands, suggested
Thomson's commitments are mostly
talk with little action to back them up.

“I am encouraged by this, but I
worry that what’s going on here is a
‘talk and log’ kind of situation,” he said.
“We’ll just mediate until [the prop-
erty owner] is finished with the kitchen
cupboards.”

Holman wants the ministry to pur-
sue its legal right to expropriate the
islet and compensate Slawsky appro-
priately.

“This is clearly in the public inter-
est,” Holman said. “Stop talking about
it and do something about it.”

When asked about the prospect of
expropriation, Thomson’s office said
a range of options are under consid-
eration.

Joe Akerman, who has led the cam-
paign to preserve Grace Islet as a First
Nations cemetery, said Monday’s deci-
sion by the province follows months of
denial, buck passing and lies.

“Something had to be done,” he
said. “This has forced action and the
potential result may finally begin to
right the wrongs that have happened
here.”

John Alexander, Slawsky’s lawyer,
was not able to comment on the mat-
ter. He has said the owner is unwilling
to sell the property.
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HEALTH CARE

Coalition releases health needs findings

OFFICE

epy

Public discussion is
the next step

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The Salt Spring Health
Advancement Coalition
has come to some con-
clusions about the gaps in
health care on the island,
and will soon be looking to
the public to see whether
it’s on the right track.

Moving Health For-
ward is a 39-page report
released to the media and
community representa-
tives this week. The result
of over a year of meetings,
it contains a synthesis of
previous needs assess-
ments as well as findings
the coalition gathered dur-
ing round table sessions
with community service
providers. These focussed
on the top two areas of
need recognized in previ-
ous reports: senior care
and mental health care.

“As the first step in our
community engagement
process we are sharing this
information with commu-
nity leaders,” said SSHAC
chair Paul Oliphant. “In
the new year we plan to

TRANSIT

meet with members of the
community at large who
would like to provide us
input regarding how our
coalition might work with
others to improve the pro-
vision and coordination of
health care to Salt Spring
residents.”

The report finds a num-
ber of key needs that
should be addressed in its
summary, including hous-
ing both for clients and for
caregivers, coordination
of information and a cen-
tral way of sharing it, and
more services available
on-island, not the least of
which is the primary phy-
sician care necessary for
accessing other services.

“Itwas not difficult to see
that the needs for seniors
and for mental health had
common needs, some
of this a result of being a
unique island community
that must share time with a
large urban area,” the sum-
mary reads.

“The inequity of services
is caused by travel, lack
of hours spent on island,
inequities of monies allo-
cated according to con-
tract versus Island Health
employees, and to the

AVAILABLE NOW
atthe

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Paul Oliphant, chair of
the Salt Spring Health
Advancement Coalition

higher cost of operating on
this island.”

Underlying all the
needs is the basic need
for “fair and equitable
funding from the govern-
ment funders respon-
sible for the program
mandates.” However, the
coalition does not see its
function as an advocate
that will approach Island
Health with cap in hand,
using its report as lever-
age. Instead, it will try to
find new funding part-
nerships and to put exist-
ing services to better use.

“I really think that
there’s lots that we can do

that are creative ways to
use present funding and
present organizations to
move ahead health care
on Salt Spring,” Oliphant
said.

“I just think that there
are things we can do to
move ahead that don’t
cost large dollars —
[although] they might
cost small dollars.”

One of the things the
coalition found is it’s dif-
ficult for clients or their
family members to learn
what all the different ser-
vices are and when they
might be helpful. Even
some of the service pro-
viders are not aware of
what other groups are
doing. An information
“clearing house” with
a coordinator to relay
information and help
make connections is
one idea that repeatedly
came up during the con-
sultation process.

Oliphant said the need
for outpatient services
was also mentioned fre-
quently, and is something
that can be both cost
effective and achieve bet-
ter care results. For exam-
ple, affordable housing

SSITC aims to build on success

Service review
indicates top
priorities

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

BC Transit planners were
on Salt Spring on Thurs-
day to deliver the second
round of results of their
2014 service review to the
Salt Spring Transportation
Commission.

A case comparison with
other small systems in the
province put Salt Spring
well ahead of the pack, with
its cost recovery rate almost
double the average and its
operating cost per service
hour considerably lower.

“You do so well against
communities of a similar
size, we had to go up a level
to find one that compared,”
commented planner Tania
Wegwitz.

The second phase of pub-
lic engagement included a
stakeholder workshop on
Oct. 17, a survey and open
house events. Participants
agreed with the recommen-
dation to add summer ser-
vice to Ruckle Park starting
in 2015. There is a possibil-
ity of introducing service on
Stewart Road as a result.

Short-term priorities
that have been identified
for within the next five

years that can be accom-
plished with the existing
fleet include additional
winter morning service on
the Vesuvius and Long Har-
bour routes, as well as more
direct morning service from
Fernwood and Walker’s
Hook.

Another set of options
that would require leasing
another bus would increase
summer frequency on the
Fulford Harbour route and
potentially introduce ser-
vice on Beddis and Cusheon
Lake roads.

Creating more options for
“accessible transit” is con-
sidered a long-term priority
to be met in six to 15 years,
most likely through a flex-
ible shuttle and scheduled
on-demand trips rather
than operating an expen-
sive HandyDART service.

Participants spoke about
the desire to coordinate
better with other transit
systems. Salt Spring Tran-
sit operator Ineke de Jong
pointed out that most pas-
sengers don't bother trying
to take transit to or from
the Vesuvius ferry because
it so rarely operates on
time.

Commissioners also
pointed to the lack of tran-
sit options linking Crof-
ton with Duncan, which
means people travel-
ling off island for servic-

es choose to go through
Swartz Bay. The idea was
raised of approaching the
Duncan Business Improve-
ment Area Society to work
with the Cowichan Valley
Regional Transit system on
the matter.

How to structure Salt
Spring Transit’s perfor-
mance guidelines and ser-
vice standards formed a
second thread to the meet-
ing. SSITC commissioners
proposed setting criteria
for adding new routes,
such as minimum passen-
ger counts or a cost thresh-
old.

Wegwitz added that
the transit system needs
five passengers on a bus
to “break even,” accord-
ing to an environmental
benchmark, which is deter-
mined by calculating the
greenhouse gas emissions
against those of individual
car trips.

Refined service options
will be ready for the trans-
portation commission to
review by January or Febru-
ary of 2015. The target date
for performance guidelines
is June or July. Transit plan-
ner Elicia Elliott agreed to
work with the commis-
sion to develop goals and
visions for the system, per-
haps using the Sunshine
Coast’s Transit Future Plan
for reference.

for people with mental
health issues with a live-
in social worker on site
can help clients manage
issues on a daily basis
instead of waiting for a
crisis to occur.

“When you compare
that to having to bring
someone in to the hos-
pital to treat them, the
difference in dollars and
cents is unbelievable,”
Oliphant said.

An out-patient com-
munity mental health
clinic is another idea,
along with a new complex
care home for seniors.

Getting the community
response to the informa-
tion it has put together
and formulating some
tactics for moving ahead
will be the coalition’s next
step, with plans for some
world café style events
to take place in the new
year.

“We’re not focussed on
the funding right now,
we're focussed on what
needs to happen,” Oliph-
ant said.

“We'd like to have some
productive ideas about
what we can do to improve
things.”
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changes in colour or taste.
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MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W. 656-1334

Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5

SCAM

Industrial products scam hits business

Local owner puts out
a caution

Jeremy Milsom from the Salt
Spring Inn is warning local
business owners about a tele-
marketing scam that has hit
the island.

OnMonday he reported that
the inn had been called several

times by a person asking for
the “maintenance” depart-
ment, who then promotes a
drain-cleaning product.

“They claim to have local
clients, so when I asked for
a reference, the caller men-
tioned a business in Qualicum
Beach.

“My research suggests that
they will ask you to ‘confirm

your company address,” then
a product will be shipped to
your company using the alibi
that the ‘maintenance super-
visor’ ordered the product and
expecting that the enclosed
invoice will be subsequently
paid.”

He said the business may be
called Industrial Chem Labs.

Milsom said another Salt

Spring business recently
received a call and was told
that “his previous order
had been damaged in tran-
sit” and that a new supply
would be sent to him. It was
received and accompanied by
an invoice. The business had
never ordered anything or had
any previous business with
this supplier.

20% OFF

n December

wilm =

“rhank you fobr shopping locally”

Salt Spring Books

104 McPhillips Avenue ¢ 250-537-2812

FERRIES

Input needed for ferry design

Public talks literally
on the ferry

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Members of the public will have
the chance to supply input on how
the interiors of two new ferries
should be configured during two
rounds of consultation starting this
week.

BC Ferries representatives will
present design plans and story-
boards for two intermediate class
ferries being constructed for the
Gulf Islands-Tsawwassen route
during an open house at the River
Rock Casino in Richmond on
Saturday, Dec. 6 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. They will also be on
board the Queen of Nanaimo on
Thursday, Dec. 11 for the 6:15 a.m.
sailing from Long Harbour and the
10:10 sailing from Tsawwassen.

Darin Guenette, BC Ferries man-

ager of public affairs, said the new
vessels’ design has been refined
considerably since the corporation
introduced its preliminary concept
to the public in May 2013.

“It’s not a significant milestone,
but it is a bit of a milestone,” he
said.

“The project is now ready to
finalize the internal design ele-
ments such as the configuration
of passenger lounges and seating.
There’s a little bit of room for some
input.”

Guenette said a time crunch
made it difficult to schedule staff
for the exercise, which is why no
information sessions are being
offered on Salt Spring or the South-
ern Gulf Islands. BC Ferries will
have an additional meeting with
the ferry advisory committees
from both locations to gather their
input on the design.

Members of the public who can’t
attend either of the December
dates in person will be able to view

Seti 1.5L, 2L, 3L , 6L stock pot, 2.5L steamer,
24cm/9.5” frying pan, 20cm/8” ceramic non-stick
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List: $439-00. Now $44.99!
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Warrant j
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SALT SPRING ISLAND
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140 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-5882

UP TO 42% OFF' Paderno EcoGreen
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the storyboards and make com-
ments online beginning some-
time in the week of Dec. 8 to 12.
The information will be located
through a link on bcferries.com/
about/projects.

“It’s not a significant
milestone, but it is a bit

of a milestone.”
DARIN GUENETTE

BC Ferries public affairs
manager

A full round of public consul-
tation sessions that will include
meetings on all the Gulf Islands
will begin sometime in the spring
of 2015. They will address possi-
ble scheduling improvements on
the Gulf Islands routes, which will
become possible when the two
new ferries are in place.

SENIORS’ HEALTH

Foot-care
session
for seniors

Meadowbrook hosts
home-care nurse

Seniors can put their best feet
forward with a special presenta-
tion by home-care nurse Mau-
reen Gix on Wednesday, Dec. 10.

The event begins in the
lounge of the Meadowbrook
Seniors Residence on Atkins
Road at 2 p.m. and is open to all
seniors in the community.

“Your feet have been very
good to you over the years,” says
Gix. “Join us for an information-
al session on the proper care of
the aging foot. Information on
footwear, abnormalities, bath-
ing the feet and nail care will be
given.”

People driving to Meadow-
brook for the event are remind-
ed to park only in spaces that do
not have a name or a number
on the stall.
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HEALTH CARE

Lyme disease bill goes to Senate hearmg

Elizabeth May
fights for federal
strategy

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Legislation on how
to frame a nation-wide
response to the growing and
little understood threat of
Lyme disease is scheduled
for review at the Senate today
(Dec. 3).

The Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Social Affairs, Sci-
ence and Technology will
hear expert testimony on
Bill C442, a private mem-
ber’s bill introduced by Gulf
Islands MP Elizabeth May
and backed by Conservative
Senator Janis Johnson and a
part-time Galiano resident,
Liberal Senator Larry Camp-
bell.

First introduced by May in
2012, the bill aims to estab-
lish a framework for col-
laboration between the fed-
eral, provincial and territorial
health ministers, along with
medical professionals and
patients.

It passed through its final
reading at the House of
Commons with unanimous
consent on June 11. The Sen-
ate hearing was scheduled
to begin on Oct. 22, but was
cancelled because of the Par-
liament Hill shooting that
day.

May said she is hopeful the
committee will approve the
bill without calling for further
amendments so it can be
adopted as soon as possible.

“If any changes are made
in the Senate, the whole
process has to start over
again in the House. So I am
very much hoping for no
changes and full support,”
May wrote in an email to
the Driftwood.

“Fortunately, the non-
partisan support I got in the
House seems to be holding
up in the Senate.”

If passed, the federal
framework on Lyme disease
will see the establishment
of a national medical sur-
veillance program to track
incidence rates, new coordi-
nated guidelines regarding
prevention, identification,
treatment and management,
and the creation of standard-
ized educational materials
for use by health care pro-
viders.

Challenges in Lyme dis-
ease awareness, achieving
correct and early diagnosis
and developing treatment
strategy are all motivat-
ing factors behind the bill.
While formerly assumed to
be a problem only in a lim-
ited part of eastern Canada
bordering New York state,
research proves otherwise.

“We have areas of higher
risk in Canada but we have

no areas within the 10 prov-
inces that can be considered
Lyme disease free,” states a
press release from the Cana-
dian Lyme Foundation.

“Our friendly migra-
tory birds transport these
ticks around at random. In
the U.S. where our spring-
time migratory birds come
from there are an estimat-
ed 200,000 human cases
of Lyme disease each year.
Canada has no standard
surveillance criteria so little
is known about how many
cases occur each year.”

Doctor literacy is a key fea-
ture of Bill C442 and could
be especially important in
provinces where not much
is so far known about Lyme
disease. In Ontario, Lyme
causing bacteria is spread
by Ixodes scapularis or the
blacklegged tick — a type
that isn't found in B.C. How-
ever, Ixodes angustus and
Ixodes pacificus are present
and both can carry the bac-
teria.

“Fortunately, the
non-partisan
support | got in the
House seems to be
holding up in the

Senate.”
ELIZABETH MAY
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP

Salt Spring resident
Diane Mortensen, who
contracted Lyme in 2003,
knew exactly when and
where she was bit: on a
local island trail system.
She was able to bring the
offending insect with her
to her physician’s office.
But even with the evi-
dence in hand, her doc-
tor refused to entertain
the idea, believing Lyme is
simply not a factor on the
island.

Mortensen was to suffer
a debilitating brain injury
with symptoms similar to
multiple sclerosis before
she was correctly diag-
nosed, and then had to
receive antibiotic injec-
tions directly to her heart
before she was able to walk
again.

It took five years of
recovering linguistic and
motor skills before she
could return to even a
semblance of her former
life as a successful artist,
teacher and business-
woman.

The B.C. Centre for Dis-
ease Control’s website cur-
rently states that less than
one per cent of ticks tested
in the province carry the

bacteria that causes Lyme
disease, but that informa-
tion has also been con-
tested, as biologist John
Sprague reported in a 2009
article for the Driftwood.

“Before he retired from
the B.C. Centre for Dis-
ease Control, Dr. Satyen
Banerjee surveyed many
parts of the province in the
1990s,” Sprague wrote. “He
found evidence of the bac-
terium in 90 per cent of
locations. These included
13 places on the mainland,
five on Vancouver Island
and six on the Gulf Islands.
He concluded that five per
cent of the Salt Spring ticks
carried the bacterium.”

Education is necessary
for effective diagnosis
and treatment. Antibiot-
ics can be successful if
administered during the
first 60 days. The infec-
tion eventually crosses the
brain barrier if untreated
and causes extreme neural
damage.

Unfortunately, accord-
ing to the Canadian Lyme
Foundation, current test-
ing practices further com-
plicate the issue. The orga-
nization states “provincial
labs generally test only for
the strain of Lyme bacte-
rium found in the east-
ern U.S., which raises the
possibility of a false nega-
tive test considering the
diversity of strains found
in Canada and other coun-
tries.”

While early detection is
essential, false negatives
can also happen if the test
is too early, since it can
take some time for anti-
bodies against the Lyme
bacterium to develop and
be detected.

“Due to emphasis on
the rarity of Lyme disease
in Canada based upon
false or missing data and
poor tests, Canadians who
have been exposed either
at home or abroad are at
a distinct disadvantage
compared to Americans or
Europeans,” the Canadian
Lyme Foundation asserts.

May said if all goes well,
the sponsors hope to get Bill
C442 through Senate before
Christmas.

“Fingers crossed!” she
wrote.

Islanders who discov-
er ticks on their pets are
encouraged to contact Reu-
ben Kaufman, who spent his
career studying tick physi-
ology at the University of
Alberta before retiring to Salt
Spring in 2012. Kaufman is
continuing his research on
his own time and also shares
samples with a university
colleague.

Email rkaufman@ualber-
ta.ca for details, or search for
Kaufman’s name at www.ual-
berta.ca.

DRIFTWOOQD FILE PHOTO
MP Elizabeth May, seen here getting passionate
at a speaking engagement, will argue for a federal
strategy on Lyme disease before a Senate committee
today (Dec. 3).
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EDITORIAL

Takin
stan

very year on Dec. 6, a

group of Salt Spring

residents gathers in

a circle at Centennial
Park.

Each member holds a small candle to honour the
memory of 14 women shot by a 25-year-old man at
the Université de Montréal’s Ecole Polytechnique
engineering school in 1989.

Participants are often compelled to share
thoughts on gender equality, harassment and vio-
lence against women. Some talk of past pains, how
far we've come or their hopes for the future; others
say nothing, content to contemplate the moment
in silence.

Over the past 25 years, criminologists, behav-
ioural specialists and advocacy groups have attrib-
uted Mark Lépine’s actions to various forms of men-
tal illness. Some experts claim his actions stemmed

from a childhood marked
THE ISSUE: by poverty, bullying and

. . an unstable home life.

Violence against Regardless of the spe-

women cific factors that fuelled

hisrage, the man’s actions
WE SAY: clearly embodied our
Change beg]ng at  society’s broader prob-
home lem of violence against

women.

Whereas cases like the Ecole Polytechnique mur-
ders and reports of domestic violence among icons
of sport and popular culture raise awareness about
violence against women, it’s important to acknowl-
edge cases are prevalent in communities just like
ours, where police and support services are all too
familiar with the problem.

According to the Canadian Women’s Foundation,
half of all women in Canada have experienced at
least one incident of physical or sexual violence
since the age of 16. Each year, domestic violence
offences represent about 12 per cent of all violent
crime in Canada even though fewer than 10 per
cent of sexual assaults ever get reported to police.

We like to think we've come along way in 25 years,
and in some ways we have. We've learned new ways
to communicate, expanded support networks and
transcended many taboos, but that isn’t enough.

Defeating violence against women will require
each of us to go beyond the news headlines so that
we may take concrete steps toward creating a fair
and safer world.

And that can start Saturday evening at Centennial
Park.

THROW THE STICK!
THROW THE STICK!

PARKER

VIEWPOINT by Lynda Laushway

Montreal Massacre 25 years later

Twenty-five years ago on Dec. 6, a 25-year-old man walked into
Ecole Polytechnique, an engineering school in Montreal, Que.,
carrying a Ruger Mini-14 semi-automatic rifle and a hunting
knife. He walked into a classroom on the second floor, and asked
that the men and women separate to different sides of the room.
He then asked the men to leave the room. Nine women were left
behind. He said, in French, that they were all feminists, and then
shot all of the women in the room. Six died from their injuries.

He then went to other parts of the school, shooting as he went.
Atotal of 14 women died that day, and 14 others were injured (10
women and four men). He then turned the gun on himself.

The women murdered that day were all young students, at
school studying to become engineers. They thought that they
had their whole lives and careers ahead of them. This was the first
shooting of its type in Canada, and a direct act of violence not
only against women but against the feminist movement.

Two days after the shooting, part of the shooter’s suicide note
was released. On it was a list of 19 women’s names. Before listing
them, he wrote, in French, “The lack of time (because I started
too late) has allowed these radical feminists to survive. "His list
included a series of seemingly random women, some more
known than others, from politicians to female police officers. It
also included Francine Pelletier, a journalist who co-founded a
feminist magazine called LaVie en Rose in the ‘80s and worked at
La Presse newspaper at the time.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of this event, which has
become known as the Montreal Massacre. Dec. 6 is also now the
National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against
Women, in order to pay homage those who died that day and to
raise awareness to prevent violence against women.

In this 25th anniversary year of the horrible act of violence in
Montreal, numerous women have brought forth allegations of
violence by two high profile men — Jian Gomeshi and Bill Cosby.
These well-publicized allegations have once again raised the
profile of the extent and seriousness of violence against women
and taken it out of the secrecy where it often hides. Our media is
abuzz with coverage of these allegations, but time will tell if the
current profile of violence against women will create lasting posi-
tive change in our society.

The Ritual of Remembering has been held each year since the
first anniversary of the tragic Montreal events, and sadly, we must
continue to acknowledge the ongoing acts of violence that are a
daily reality for women in our province and country.

We hope you will stand in solidarity with us against gender-
based violence.

On Saturday, Dec. 6, at 6 p.m., a candlelight vigil will be
held in Centennial Park, Ganges to honour the memory of the
women who died on that day 25 years ago.

Cathy Ford will be present at the vigil to read from her new
poem, Flowers We Will Never Know the Names Of. The poem
marks the 25th anniversary of the Ecole Polytechnique mur-
ders. It is an incantation, a chant, a protest, memento mori,
an invocation, and a prayer for peace organized in 14 sections.

The choir Women of Note will also sing. Hot refreshments will
be available.

All are welcome at the vigil. Please join us.

The writer is executive director of SWOVA.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “1 think this is going to be a Channel

4

Ridge number two.

ROLLIE COOK, FRIENDS OF BULLOCK LAKE

SALT SPRING
SAYS

We asked:
What'’s your cure
for a Salt Spring
cold snap?

HOPE STEADMAN

Hot chocolate.

JENNIFER NASH

Bring gloves and wear good

shoes that don’t leak.

MASON WHITEBEAN
Layers and a good hat.

LEIF THORDARSON

GEORGINA BYRON

Get a really warm jacket and — Get some firewood and drink

keep your head covered.

hot chocolate.

Letters to the editor

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

LNG planis
stupid

I am very worried about
the whole LNG plan.

T understand that B.C. was
to get seven per cent return,
seven cents on the dol-
lar of corporate profits, but
the companies complained
that was too high, and what
B.C. is to get has now been
reduced to 3.5 per cent, that
is 3.5 cents from every dol-
lar of corporate profit — and
nothing until they register a
profit.

Why are we virtually giving
our resources away?

This is incredible! This is
beyond stupid.

We endure the fracking,
pay for the infrastructure,
compromise our fresh water,
endanger our wild salmon
if the port goes in on the
delta of the Nass River, pay
out unknown amounts in tax

breaks for a possible (and it
could change again) 3.5 cents
on the dollar of corporate
profits. And this is not even
discussed in parliament, not
made public, nothing!

And why are we export-
ing all our energy instead
of it being used for our own
domestic needs?

If 'm wrong about all this,
please give me the true pic-
ture, and I hope it is a lot
better. Otherwise the whole
LNG plan should be stopped.

Thank you.

NANCY WIGEN,
FERNWOOD

Duck tales

Thank you for publish-
ing Kathleen Maser’s piece
about the Fulford Harbour
ducks (Nov. 19 issue), and
thank you to Kathleen for
the delightful, beautifully
written piece.

Ducks by their hundred!
How wonderful.

When we bought our five
acres at the north end of Salt
Spring in 1956, we looked
out onto Trincomali or
Houston Passage and each
winter the whole area of our
view towards Wallace and
Jackson islands filled with
hundreds and hundreds
of ducks: mergansers and
buffleheads, golden eyes,
scoters and many others.
Then later in the season we
would hear the mournful
calls of the old squaws and
pick them out (with binocu-
lars) by their long pointed
tails.

Perhaps all the fishing
licence restrictions and
other management, like the
establishment in 2003 of the
Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve, are having some
effect and the wildfowl are
having a resurgence. We can
only hope so.

VAL HAIGH,
SOUTHEY POINT

Quality of life
improved by
pathways

The Globe and Mail reports
that a concerted push to
begin narrowing traffic lanes
across Toronto will go ahead
during next year’s construc-
tion season with the qualified
backing of incoming mayor
John Tory.

Now that Toronto has rid
itself of its former car-first
mayor, the city is following
the inspirational example of
Salt Spring and the Capital
Regional District in leaning
towards active transportation
infrastructure. The new pol-
icy from Toronto’s transpor-
tation services department
is designed to boost safety
by reining in vehicle speeds,
while freeing up road space
that can be used for bicycle
lanes or wider sidewalks.

North America is well
behind Europe in making
cities and villages pedestrian
and bicycle friendly. How-
ever, “share the road” and
traffic calming now comprise
the enlightened way forward
all across this continent. Salt
Spring taxpayer approval of
the recent transportation
referendum signals renewed
impetus for active transpor-
tation in Ganges.

There are two persons who
deserve a tip of the hat for
this positive outcome: Gary
Holman for creating the Salt
Spring Island Transporta-
tion Commission and for
responding to community
wishes by allocating gas tax
funds for the Ganges Trans-
portation Plan and for the
launch of the Ganges Village
Pathway Network; and Jean
Gelwicks for creating and
leading a community coali-
tion and an army of volun-
teers to fund and build non-

motorized transportation
infrastructure since 2008.
Jean richly deserved the BC
Community Achievement
Award for which she was
nominated by CRD director
Wayne Mclntyre.

In both practical and aes-
thetic terms, the Partners
Creating Pathways network
in the periphery of Ganges is
a major contributor to qual-
ity of life in our community
and an innovative partner-
ship example for our political
leaders in advancing other
worthy projects like a Ganges
masterplan and the board-
walk.

As Gary Holman says,
“This is an effective and
unique partnership that
serves as a model for rural
areasin B.C”

DONALD MCLENNAN,
SALT SPRING

MORE LETTERS continued on 10

Movement on Swartz-Fulford transfer issues

BY HAROLD SWIERENGA

The Swartz Bay connection for vehicle
traffic to or from Tsawwassen referred to in
aletter by Steven Barer last week has been a
major issue for the Salt Spring Island Ferry
Advisory Committee for years and has been
on the agenda of numerous public meet-
ings with BC Ferries.

There have been several changes in con-
nection procedures but the basic problem
still remains. I would like to clear up several
misconceptions in Mr. Barer’s letter and
outline some suggestions the SSIFAC has
made to BC Ferries.

The underlying problem is that BC Fer-
ries does not view a two-ferry trip as a
continuing single trip as the airlines do.
Thus, in spite of the thrufare ticket in either
direction, which allows someone from Salt
Spring a lower round-trip fare, the two legs
of the Fulford to Tsawwassen trip are still
considered to be two trips. The SSIFAC has
been pushing for a change in this policy but
at this point it has not happened.

As travellers from Tsawwassen have
noted, the Tsawwassen-Swartz Bay board-
ing pass is now stamped with a message
regarding no guarantee of connecting to
the next sailing from Swartz Bay to Fulford.

At the most recent SSIFAC/BC
Ferries meeting on Nov. 3, we
raised the point that although

INRESPONSE

You can, in fact, make a
reservation on the Route 1
ferry and, if you do, you the-

the next sailing is not guaran-
teed, travellers are still required to be pres-
ent for the next available sailing, even if it is
two hours later. We have requested that BC
Ferries consider allowing travellers to use
the second leg on the thrufare ticket for any
later sailing that day.

Several changes have been made recent-
ly, however. From Fulford, there is now a
policy that if you are among the first 20
vehicles on the Skeena Queen, you will be
among the first 20 vehicles off at Swartz
Bay, allowing you a better chance of making
the connection. This has worked reason-
ably well but is not always followed and is
not considered a solution to the problem.

If you are within the first 20 vehicles to
board the Skeena and you are directed to an
outside lane, it would be in order to remind
the deck crew that you should be within the
first 20 vehicles to off-load. It may allow the
vehicle disembarking from the Skeena to
reach the ticket booth a little sooner, but if
the Route 1 vessel (Swartz Bay to Tsawwas-
sen) is already full then you are still out of
luck unless you have a reservation.

oretically need to be at the
ticket booth 20 minutes in advance instead
of the 30 minutes required for non-Skeena
travellers. If the Skeena is on time and you
are among the first 20 vehicles to off-load,
this should give you 10-15 minutes to get
back to the ticket booth. In fact, I have only
once missed the connection with a reserva-
tion, even if I was at the ticket booth with
well under 20 minutes to spare.

For foot passengers, with an often tight
connection from Route 1 to the Skeena
and from the Skeena to the Spirit, you no
longer need to go up to the ticket counter
for a boarding pass if you have a Tsawwas-
sen-Fulford thrufare ticket or the receipt
obtained from the ticket machine on the
Skeena. The thrufare ticket and the Skeena
receipt are now accepted on the Skeena and
on the Route 1 ferry as a boarding pass.

The SSIFAC has suggested a number of
more comprehensive solutions to the con-
nection problem and we are optimistic that
the upcoming new IT system will allow for
a seamless connection. We have strongly
advocated that a ticket outlet, connected

electronically to the Swartz Bay terminal,
be installed at Fulford Harbour, enabling
the Swartz Bay terminal to keep track of
the number of connecting vehicles. It has
always been our view that once you board
the Skeena Queen and pick up the thru-
fare you are in transit to Tsawwassen and
should be guaranteed the next available
Route 1 sailing even without a reservation,
unless the Skeena is too late into the Swartz
Bay terminal.

In further clarification, the current
plans for the new ships coming to Route 9
(Long Harbour-Tsawwassen) are for only
one ship to operate on that route during
the off-season from October to April. The
second ferry, which will be on Route 9
during the summers, will be the replace-
ment vessel for other ferries out of service
for maintenance and upgrades during the
off-season. There will be an increase in
summer capacity on Route 9 but not dur-
ing the off-season.

There will be an opportunity for public
input in the near future as the schedules
for the new ferries are developed.

The writer chairs the Salt Spring Island
Ferry Advisory Committee.
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Reserve Fund

Renewal Reserve Fund.

public record.

Board of Trustees
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District
28 November 2014

Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District
Fire Protection — Capital Works and Equipment Renewal

Trustees of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District (“the
District) are considering the desirability of funding the Renewal
Reserve Fund ( Bylaw No 39, 1983) as part of a broader strategy to
deal with renewal and replacement of major physical assets. The
District’s Finance Committee has recommended that a major portion
of accumulated surplus funds be transferred to the Renewal Reserve
Fund. Doing so would allocate these monies to fund expenditures
for upgrading, replacing or renewal of existing buildings and
equipment used for fire protection purposes.
considering whether there should be an annual allocation to the

Trustees are also

Trustees invite input from interested community members to assist
them in their deliberations to be received by 12 December 2014.
Submissions may be made by email (corpadmin@saltspringfire.com,
Subject matter Renewal Reserve Fund), delivered by hand at the
District’s office or received by first class mail. Unless confidentiality
is explicitly requested, all submissions will be considered part of the

For more information visit our website www.saltspringfire.com

$1600 Off
aring Aids-
Ack for detalls:

SALT SPRING 778.353.3012
101-164 Kings Lane

Selene Finlayson, RHIP/Owner
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Fully Refundable 90 Day
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Down for the first 21 days.
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Forward, not
backward

Ross King clearly likes calling
people names. In a few para-
graphs his Nov. 26 letter “Back
to caves?” calls pipeline oppo-
nents whingers, whiners, NIM-
BYists, stupid, lacking intellec-
tual capacity, lazy . . . well . . .
you get the idea.

But that is not the purpose of
my responding to his letter. It
is more that the whole premise
of his name-calling is wrong.
King quotes Bill Clinton as say-
ing, “It’s the economy, stupid.”
While it may have been a good
campaign slogan, the statement
has nothing to do with the real
world.

To consider “economics” as
all-important while ignoring
everything else is absurdly sim-
plistic, and dangerous. Good
economies, which are human
creations, are embedded in and
dependent on well-functioning
natural ecologies and social
systems. We need to shift from
the one-dimensional econom-
ics focus to a triple-E approach:
economics, ecology and ethics.

King incorrectly assumes that
those who object to pipelines are
back-to-the-cave types, or that
we will be forced there because
of their objection to fossil fuels.
It would be more accurate to
say that what they want is to go
forward . . . to a better future:
saner, healthier and more equi-
table. Any going back is only to
the drawing board.

King says that because the
current “paradigm of progress
has served us well” so far, “we'd
be foolish to rock the economic
boat too much.” I am remind-
ed of the story of the man who
decides to test his flying skills
and throws himself from a 20th-
floor window. People on a bal-

Run it
ttil it sells!
$24.99

Run your
classified ad in the
Driftwood ‘til it sells!

Y

Your private party
(merchandise only)
classified ad will run

in our next 3 insertions.
If you need to modify
the ad or run it again,
just call us and we’ll run
it again for another
3 insertions.
Extra lines at $1.00

CALL JAMIE 250-537-9933

cony below hear him saying as
he goes by: “Things seem to be
going well so far.”

Every day there is new and
mounting evidence pointing
to the destructiveness of our
current path. Much of that is
because of pollution from burn-
ing fossil fuels. We have to stop
relying on such dirty old tech-
nologies. The challenge we face
is to dramatically reduce green-
house gas emissions while also
meeting reasonable economic
and social goals.

To succeed in this challenge
we need to use all our scien-
tific and technical knowhow,
our human ingenuity, creativity,
inventiveness and vision. It will
not be easy, but will be worth
it in the end. The alternative of
maintaining our present course
may very well be what sends us
“back to the caves.”

This challenge will be easier
to meet if we stop calling each
other names.

GREG SPENDIJIAN,
SALT SPRING

Protests and
banners boggle

The outside of the empty gas
station adjacent to Pharmasave
downtown is an insult to our
village; looking ugly, pathetic,
disgraceful and downright dis-
gusting. Whoever is respon-
sible should feel thoroughly
ashamed!

Covered in dozens of tacked-
up papers, each conveying basi-
cally the same worn-out mes-
sage, suggests that the majority
of passersby are so illiterate they
need to read this same message
over and over a hundred times
in order to understand that the
defilers stand firmly for conser-
vation.

Hang on a minute. Look
again. It is strangely reminis-
cent of some ghetto scene from
a Stephen King horror story. So
much for conservation!

Related: I am disappointed in
the reprieve issued to the arrest-
ed people on Burnaby Moun-
tain, apparently due to a techni-
cality. The taxpayer should not
have to pay up for their con-
trived antics, and they are free
to party another day. Where do
they really think government
money comes from?

Talk of Wat Tyler and mob rule.
Where will it end? How they can
possibly rationalize calling sheer
anarchy by the name of civil dis-
obedience completely boggles
the mind. A very thin disguise!

In the province of Alberta,
Calgary’s economy is 25 per cent
dependent on natural resourc-
es. Not only will company offic-
es suffer huge job losses, but
related housing, retail and res-
taurant industries also. Forget
about the men in the field.

B.C. will catch up very quick-
ly as people continue to block
pipelines and delay the much-
needed export of our resources,
including natural gas.

Bah and humbug! There will
be nothing but happy families.
Feel proud, and a Merry Christ-
mas to all. With respect.

ROWENA DIXON,
SALT SPRING

Shared Space
idea should be
revisited

In 2009 I wrote a proposal
to the Salt Spring Foundation
for the Shaw family money and
that was the basis for the Shared
Space initiative, now called the
Shared Space Salt Spring Soci-
ety.

I have attended their meet-
ings at least once per year and
frequently check their website
and I believe this quote best
describes my feelings. “When
I die, I want the people I did
group projects with to lower me
into my grave, so they can let
me down one last time.”

In the beginning, Shared
Space included the Copper Ket-
tle, two brilliant hardworking
women, with a small board who
do the most and best work on
Salt Spring!

They are no longer part of
Shared Space, no doubt hav-
ing grown tired of attending the
endless meetings. Left are all
great organizations that simply
need office space, save Stage-
Coach (who should be allowed
to use ArtSpring or Mahon Hall)
and the Salt Spring Arts Coun-
cil.

The Salt Spring Art Council
needs space? Why on earth do
they need space? Their space,
Mahon Hall, is complete-
ly under-utilized. Mahon Hall,
if managed properly, could have
performing artists employed
and thriving recreational pro-
gramming. Instead it sits empty
most days and nights and
receives government funding
to do so.

All groups who are part of
Shared Space could simply
use a co-operative office, with
a meeting room and private
offices. Because of advances
in information technology, an
office can now fit on a por-
table data stick, so please do
not spend a dime on a feasi-
bility study for Shared Space
that wants to see us spend $1
million plus on an office build-
ing. A unit in the Merchant
Mews complex for a little over
$100,000 would suit a co-op
office just fine.

What does this community
need? Help for the homeless! A
medical clinic! A fire hall! Rec-
reational facilities!

The Salt Spring Fire Protec-
tion District had the right idea
with inclusion of other groups
into their space. Throw in a
medical clinic and their emer-
gency response centre was a
brilliant idea, with its commer-
cial kitchen, state-of-the-art
office and meeting rooms.

Firefighters have the Brink-
worthy land, a plan and access
to funding. Shared Space has
money. The CRD has access to
new federal funding for shovel-
ready projects.

One small board of three peo-
ple, dedicated to actually get-
ting it done, is all takes.

No feasibility studies, no
consultants, no bloody catered
lunches, just three people who
can get it done yesterday!

SHELLEY MAHONEY,
MARGARET AVENUE
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SNOWMEN COME IN ALL SIZES: Alex

Biddlecombe holds a tiny snowman made on

Saturday while in downtown Ganges. The unusually
early snowfall put islanders in the spirit of the season
as Santa came to visit. The forecast is for a return to

warmer, wetter weather this weekend.

Support Klabona Keepers

BY JOHN MUIRHEAD

On Aug. 12, 2014, the larg-
est mining disaster in Cana-
dian history occurred in Like-
ly, B.C.

The culprit was Imperial
Metals’ Mount Polley mine.
A reported breach in the tail-
ings pond dam was allegedly
ignored by the mine man-
ager, and two weeks later the
dam gave out. Approximate-
ly 25 million cubic metres of
toxic tailings flooded down
Hazeltine Creek and into
Quesnel Lake, one of the
world’s deepest lakes.

Quesnel Lake is drained
by the Quesnel River, which
leads into the mighty Fraser,
one of the largest remain-
ing wild salmon rivers in the
world. Imperial Metals faces
up to $1 million in fines,
basically a slap on the wrist
for a disaster of this scale.

In response to the emer-
gency, the Klabona Keep-
ers have blocked Imperial
Metals’ new project near
the town of Iskut in north-
western B.C. For millennia,
Tl'abanotin elders have pro-
tected their homelands and
way of life in the TI’abane
(Sacred Headwaters) area for
future generations.

The Klabona Keep-
ers, a grassroots group of

lies, was created to continue
this responsibility.

Imperial Metals has big
plans for an open pit copper
and gold mine on Todagin
Ridge, a culturally significant
place to the TI'abanotin peo-
ple. The Red Chris mine has
an identical tailings pond
design as Mount Polley, but
in the headwaters of the Sti-
kine River.

Over the past few months,
two different blockades
have stopped work for
more than a month. Impe-
rial Metals was granted a
court injunction that would
force the Klabona Keepers
to let Imperial Metals pro-
ceed with the project. The
rightful protectors of their
territory can now be arrested
for upholding their ancestral
responsibility to the land.

The Klabona Keepers have
a long history of stopping
corporations, from BC Met-
als, Fortune Minerals and
even Royal Dutch Shell from
fracking in the headwaters.
They are now fighting an
interlocutory injunction that
would permanently disal-
low them from blockading
the road to Red Chris. This
is supported by the Tahltan
Central Council, a society
that puts European-based

The Klabona Keepers are
working towards recovering
their traditional ways of gov-
erning, creating an option
for their community that is
not influenced by the pro-
vincial government, which
will ultimately work towards
a sustainable future for their
community.

The Beyond Boarding
crew spent six weeks in the
Sacred Headwaters last sum-
mer, documenting the evic-
tion of Fortune Minerals in
the Northern Grease docu-

mentary. This summer we |

assisted the Red Chris block-
ade.
Photos and short films

gathered on the trip will be

displayed at Fulford Com-
munity Hall during a Dec.
13 event. We hope you will
join us for a night of dinner,
music, speakers, slide shows,
videos and a silent auction.
We want to raise money

for legal and personal costs

for the people who sacrifice
their jobs to protect an eco-
system that is vital to all of
us.

The event begins at 5 p.m.

The writer is a filmmaker

and activist, who participat-

ed in the Beyond Boarding |

group’s Northern Grease film
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Tl'abanotin elders and fami-

BY GEORGE CLOGG

It is getting close now when Salt Spring’s
seniors hear the Lions roar.

The president of the Lions Club and his
fellow members have generously invited get-
ting on for 200 single senior citizens to their
annual Christmas party, on Sunday, Dec. 7 at
the spacious Meaden Hall.

1 was invited last year by the then presi-
dent Lorne Beaudette to explain how I first
witnessed the invaluable behind-the-scenes
work the Lions Club carried out when I lived
as ayoung man in the UK. Now I am a 96 (half
way to 97) Brit who has lived on Salt Spring
for 25 years.

How many seniors, I wonder, would be
alone on this festive occasion in their home
and simply face four walls without the posi-
tive assurance of a Christmas dinner? It is
hard to avoid introducing politics into the
problems that old age presents, but suppos-
ing the Lions Club had never been formed
in 1917, a year before I was born in London,
England, by a Chicago businessman, Melvin
Jones? Jones asked his colleagues, “What if
these men who are so successful because of
their drive, intelligence and ambition were
to put their talents to work improving their
communities?”

My first knowledge of the Lions Club was
in Southampton, where I was a contracted
BBC freelance news interviewer. Southamp-
ton saw the arrival and departure port for
the world’s biggest passenger liners. In fact, I
made friends with the late Queen Mother.

In numerous company offices I became
friends with a band of insignificant men who
called themselves Lions. Frequently they
rubbed shoulders with the gold-braided ship
captains, and nudged them into providing
financial help. But below decks the contacts
they made were equally as important.

Jones’ personal code, “You can't get very
far until you start doing something for
somebody else,” today burns just as fiercely
among the Salt Spring Lions Club as it ever
did all those decades back.

Fortunately, I can walk, talk and think.
Jokingly I wonder if someone might care to
give me a TV or radio spot so I can become
Canada’s oldest DJ. I can't run very far and I
live from day to day.

How many seniors, | wonder,
would be alone on this
festive occasion in their
home and simply face four
walls without the positive
assurance of a Christmas
dinner?

Still, I'm alive eight years after my beloved
wife Eunice died in Lady Minto Hospital.
And once again the Lions Club has arranged
to give me and all those who need transpor-
tation a ride there and back to their Christ-
mas dinner party.

But it must not go unsaid that it is time
to remind those politicians who continue
to decimate the few remaining advantag-
es seniors have left, such as the dwindling
health service, how much we have contrib-
uted before age slowed us down.

No way am I a spokesperson, but this is
my personal chance to say a heartfelt thank
you to the Lions. It’s going to be a joy-
ous Christmas and a healthy 2015 indeed.

law before ancestral law.

Gratitude for Lions dinner ig
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DECADENT DESSERTS ¢ LOCALLY MADE ARTISAN GIFTS
FOOD BANK DONATIONS ACCEPTED
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FRUIT TREE SPECIAL
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FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE ON SALT SPRING WHEN YOU
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Ganges Fire Hall
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Island bands join forces in concert

Salt Spring Concert
Band and Swing
Shift on tap Dec. 12

Two of Salt Spring’s most
exciting community bands
are teaming up to present a
fantastical musical journey,
with Land of Make Believe
taking place Friday, Dec.12 at
ArtSpring.

“December is a magical
time of year and audiences will
love the eclectic kaleidoscope
of music presented by these
well- loved local ensembles,”
say music directors Dawn
Hage and Derrick Milton.

The concert opens with
Hage directing the Salt Spring
Concert Band in a rousing
arrangement of Celtic Carol,
followed by Winter Suite by
Gustav Holst, a gorgeous trip-
tych of seasonal melodies and
fanfares.

Fans of Shakespeare’s As
You Like It will love Rosalind
in the Forest of Arden by Alfred
Reed. Described as “a sylvan
serenade for winds,” the gor-
geous tone poem musically
describes Rosalind reflecting
on her life and new-found love
Orlando as she strolls in the
lovely forest setting of Arden.

God Rest Ye Merry Gentle-
men is the concert band’s wild,
“fasten your seat-belts” take
on a Christmas classic before

EXPLORE

OLD
SALTY

STORE N

G"Lﬁs

FASHION AND
HOME ACCENTS

/ OPEN LATE!

Thursday Dec. 4

~SUPER DAILY DEALS

. START AT 3PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
250.537.5551

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Swing Shift director Derrick Milton, left, and Salt Spring Concert
Band director Dawn Hage will offer a joint concert on Dec. 12

it returns to fantasy with Nim-
rod from Elgar’s Enigma Varia-
tions. The first half of the con-
cert concludes with a dramatic
classical journey as the band
performs Offenbach’s Over-
ture to Orpheus in the Under-
world.

Swing Shift, under new
director Derrick Milton, will
follow with swing, jazz, latin
and holiday favourites. The
program will open with two
movements of the Elling-
ton/Strayhorn arrangement
of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcrack-

-
y
»

r

B L

FOLK CLUB

er. The band will then expand
their horizons a little with
Arturo Sandoval’s Sandunga
and music from the Japanese
TV hit Cowboy Bebop.

Anewbigband arrangement
of Mel Torme’s Christmas Song
by Salt Spring’s Mike Reveley
will feature young vocalist Niko
Reveley. Mike Reveley stud-
ied at Berklee School of Music
and the University of British
Columbia, and was a freelance
trombonist and arranger in
Vancouver during the ‘70s.
He created the Jazz Studies
program at Capilano Univer-
sity. Revely’s 12-year-old grand-
daughter Niko has learned to
sing through osmosis, practic-
ing her vocal skills since she
was a toddler. She now studies
with Wendy Milton.

Before the grand finale,
Swing Shift will play some of
its much loved standard reper-
toire, such as Groove Merchant
and Jobim’s Meditacion. The
two bands will then unite for
the finale — the imaginative
and beautiful Land of Make
Believe by Chuck Mangione.
Featuring the full concert band,
vocalist Carly Davenport (Rent)
and Swing Shift's rhythm sec-
tion, the collaboration will
provide an exquisite finish to a
special musical evening.

The show starts at 7:30
p.m. Tickets are available at
the ArtSpring ticket centre or
online at tickets/artspring.ca.

Jaybirds headline folk night

Peter Prince is
opening act

John Reischman and
the Jaybirds will be play-
ing the Salt Spring Folk
Club on Monday, Dec. 8
as they wrap up a tour of
the region.

Audiences will enjoy
hearing some old and
new favourites from the
Juno-nominated band,
including music from
their new album On a
Winter’s Night. Celebrat-
ing winter and the fes-
tive season in eight tradi-
tional tunes, the collec-
tion was largely inspired
by an album of seasonal
folk songs released by the
Seeger family in 1992.
It features tracks with
pared down combina-
tions of instruments as
well as the full-strength

Jaybirds sound.

With five critically
acclaimed albums behind
them, the Jaybirds have
established themselves
as one of the freshest,
most tasteful bands on
the acoustic music scene
today. Press material
explains the group “fash-
ions a stylish, elegant
take on bluegrass that is
at once innovative and
unadorned, sophisticat-
ed and stripped-down,
happily old-fashioned,
yet unselfconsciously
new.

“Their live shows fea-
ture their studied per-
formance of original
songs, instrumentals,
and newly arranged tra-
ditional material mixed
with the fun of watching
the musicians skillfully
weave around one centre
microphone, and topped
off with the band’s genial

and often humorous MC
work.”

“This is bluegrass done
right, true to the roots but
not afraid to look forward
to new ideas,” critic Her-
mon Joyner of Audiophile
Audition wrote about the
Jaybirds’ previous album,
Vintage & Unique.

“If you're a fan of
acoustic music, you
know — it doesn’t get
much better than this.
I can’t think of a better-
balanced bluegrass band
working today.”

Salt Spring artist Peter
Prince opens the show.
Delicious dinners and
desserts will be catered
by Ramona. Doors open
at 6 p.m. for pass holders
and 6:15 p.m for every-
one. Music starts at 7
p.-m.

Tickets are available at
Stuff ‘n’ Nonsense and
Salt Spring Books.
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ART REVIEW

Precious glfts come in small packages

Gallery 8's new show

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The annual Christmas show
at Gallery 8 opened Friday as
a gift of the season to local art
lovers, who have the chance to
purchase work by their favourite
artists on a price scale below the
regular collector’s budget.

The smaller-scaled works
produced to accommodate the
lower price also fit into the gal-
lery’s name theme, with an 8 X
8 inch size adhered to by most
artists. The result is a charmingly
miniature collection, precious
without ever falling into the
annoying sense of the term.

Friday’s opening afforded
the opportunity to speak with
many of the artists. Newcom-
er Mark Heine proved to be a
wealth of fascinating informa-
tion, including the fact that two
of his 8 X 8 pieces are linked to
a multi-faceted artistic journey.
The Sirens paintings are stud-
ies for much larger paintings,
which feature the female char-
acters of a novel he’s working
on of the same name. The book

One of Mark Heine's images
in the Sirens series.

takes on the environmental
degradation of our local ocean
through the eyes of the crea-
tures who live there, anthropo-
morphized as mermaid-type
beings.

Heine normally paints scenes
of nature with his daughters
as the central figures. The
Sirens studies were done using
underwater photography with
his daughter Sarah and a friend
wearing costumes designed by
his partner. This may account
for the troubling feeling of real-
ity in these dark fantasy works.
Even as miniatures, though,
the studies contain all the key

elements of Heine’s artistic
practice.

“I've come to realize through
my art that there are certain key
aspects in painting that fasci-
nate me,” he states on his web-
site. “The subject and location of
this series is the perfect vehicle
for what I choose to explore . . .
light, flow and the human form,
with elements of surreal mys-
tery.

“Instead of searching for
those aspects in the real world,
I've taken an active role and
designed this fictional vision
to suit my purpose. The sub-
surface environment brings
many new aspects to my artand
changes the rules for others.”

Other Gallery 8 artists also
appear to have used the 8 X 8
format to explore new themes in
their work. J.D. Evans provides
several examples of her Torn-
scapes series, including a lovely
landscape that contrasts dra-
matic movement with soft line
and muted palette to suggest
Arcticice and rock.

Jerry Davidson has a softer
than usual approach to his
humourously titled Hold the

Eggs. This still life of eggs held
in a wrench’s gentle grip allows
the artist’s hand to be seen as
the bottom portion fades into
a sketch — quite different from
his usual penchant for extreme
photo realism — and a lovely
touch.

Donna Hall brings her
abstract paintings into vivid
relief by creating three-dimen-
sional styrofoam assemblages
on an 8 X 8 canvas. Hold On
Tight and No Cause For Alarm
in some ways contain famil-
iar elements to Hall’s portfolio,
such as the architectural feeling
of arches and angles. But these
works are busier and more con-
densed than her larger works,
producing a playful and frenet-
ic energy.

E.J. Feller’s smoke-fired
ceramics find interesting orna-
mentation in Bowl With Spike,
featuring bent and twisted rusty
iron in place of where more del-
icate chopsticks might go. And
sculpture collectors can find a
rare piece of Morley Myers in
the 8 X 8 platform with a bronze
male torso scaled down from
his life-sized monuments.

CONCERT PREVIEW

Two sides of Christmas in Singers show

Don Conley directs concert

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Both the holy and the more entertaining
aspects of Christmas will get their due in song
this year at the Salt Spring Singers’ annual
winter concert, coming to the ArtSpring the-
atreon Dec.6and 7.

Salt Spring Singers Present Schubert &
Scrooge combines traditional repertoire fea-
turing Schubert’s Mass in G Major during the
first half, followed by songs from the Broad-
way musical based on A Christmas Carol
during the second. All together it amounts to
a well-rounded and rewarding celebration of
the season.

Choir director Don Conley said having a
variety of styles within a program is one that
works for performers and audience members,
with the pieces that offer more challenge get-
ting everyone into the spirit straight away.

“These are some of the masters that are cel-
ebrated in classical music,” Conley said of the
first part of the program, which in addition to
Schubert’s mass includes Benjamin Britten,
Healey Willan and a Russian orthodox hymn
sung in the original language.

“They are all demanding works that require

preparation and interpretation; even on the
part of the audience it will require some focus.
It's more intense but beautiful as a result,”
Conley said.

Schubert’s Mass in G will offer islanders
their first opportunity to hear Cicela Méansson
on stage. ArtSpring’s new executive director is
an accomplished coloratura soprano. More
than 70 community members will also lend
their voices to the concert, with admirable
results.

“One of the things we've been focussing
on is interpreting the music close to the style
of the composer, and I think the choir’s been
doing a fantastic job,” Conley said.

Schubert therefore sounds how Schubert
himself would expect to hear it, while the Rus-
sian selection will have the singers “scooping
up to notes” in authentic style.

“If there's a common thread [to this half of
the program], it would be about love being
incarnate on the Earth. The reason why the
Russian piece was chosen was the theme. It's
all about the heavens opening their gates,”
Conley said.

“But we also have a fantastic group of men
who can go low, low, low; which is a feature of
the Russian orthodox tradition, and we have
that capacity in the choir. So that will be very

delightful to the audience to hear the men
going to their depths.”

After the intermission, audiences will
return to the theatre to find a shift in tone,
with the second half of the program dedi-
cated to music by award-winning Broadway
and film composer Leslie Bricusse. Conley
describes this part of the show as more of a
family gathering with a retelling of Dickens’
famous Christmas tale as the central fun.
Soloists will appear on stage to sing selections
from the musical Scrooge, with narration
between songs written by choir member Alan
Hughes.

“It's not really a play but narration with
vignettes,” Conley explained.

Conley characterizes the music as “toe-
tapping fun,” with numbers like Thank You
Very Much. The cast includes Lyle Petch as
Scrooge, Ken Lee as the Ghost of Christmas
Present and Vera Algoet as Mrs. Cratchit. The
role of Tiny Tim will be sung by 13-year-old
Lukas Booy, in perhaps his final performance
with a pure child’s voice.

Audiences should be aware that the con-
cert’s original start time on Saturday, Dec. 6
has been moved back to 7:30 p.m. to allow
people to get home earlier. Sunday’s concert
begins at 2 p.m.

CDERDERRTTARNS

SALE 20% OFF

Handspun Yarn
Handknit Hats
and
Knitting Needles

SATURDAY, DEC. 6

|

YOUR LOCAL YARN STORE

C-156 Fulford-Ganges Rd.  elderberryyarns.com

TH ANNUAL LEGION®™

Christmas Craft &

Collectables'Fair

® At Meaden Hall -
Royal Canadian Legion
[ 2

Sunday, Dec. 14
10am-3pm
<~

- w
(‘FOR DETAILS CONTACT FRAN @ .
mummyearth@gmall.com’

JOHN REISCHMAN
AND THE JAYBIRDS

Monday December 8 Tickets $20 available at:

Fulford Hall Salt Spring Books
Door opens 6:15 (Pass holders 6:00)  Stuff and Nonsense

Show starts 7:00 Catering by Ramona

Best sound on the island

SALT SPRING SINGERS

SAY

We asked: How
do you feel about
‘CHRISTMAS WITH
SCHUBERT AND SCROOGE’

your upcoming

Christmas Concert at
ArtSpring?
December 6 at 7.30 pm

December 7 at 2 pm

BLAIRTHOMSON BASS
You won't believe
how low our basses sing in
the Russian Orthodox Hymn
“Nine sili nebesniya’.

JILLTARSWELL SOPRANO
In our own version of “Scrooge”
the choir has a blast being a
Victorian street crowd singing
music by Leslie Bricusse.

DON CONLEY DIRECTOR
Our program features
Schubert’s Mass in G Major
with soloists, coloratura
soprano Cicela Mdnsson,
Don Zacharias and Lyle Eide.

4 s iﬂ'

JILL COLLINGWOOD ALTO

LYLE PETCH TENOR

Laugh and cry with Scrooge, Ilove our close harmony
Tiny Tim, the Cratchits, the version of White Christmas,
Fezziwigs, the Ghosts and even and the Healy Willan

a Dickensian Tim Horton!! arrangement of a French carol.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Winter’s Light: Morris
Mummers and Waits Wassail.
Rasma Bertz and musical
friends present a seasonal
program at Music & Munch. All
Saints'By-the-Sea. 12:10 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Fill the Fire Engine Food Bank
Drive. SS Fire-Rescue is collect-
ing non-perishable food items
and cash for the Salt Spring
Food Bank daily until Dec.

7. Ganges Fire Hall.
Community Social Knit-in.
Knit-in followed by a talk on
both Fair Isle and Intarsia knit-
ting given by Nell Bushby. Salt
Spring Library Program Room.
2to4p.m.

South Salt Spring Seniors
Centre Renovation
Celebration.

Ribbon-cutting ceremony fol-
lowed by food and refreshments
at the centre attached to Fulford
Hall. 2:45 p.m.

The Cannabis Seminar.

An educational seminar on both
the nutritional and medicinal
benefits of the plant. Guest
speaker is Dr. Paul Hornby.
ArtSpring Gallery. 6:30 p.m.
Poker Night.

Hosted by Albert at The Local
bar every Wednesday. Sign-up
time is 6 p.m.

Extended Library Hours.
Opento 7 p.m.

SongJam. A 21st-century pub
sing-along, to vocal and instru-
mental backing tracks, including
six decades of rock and pop hits.
Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.

Thurs.

Open Mic With Ross & Dave.

Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub.
8pm.

ACTIVITIES

A South-end Christmas.
Anglican celebration at St.
Mary’s Church in Fulford. 2 p.m.
GISS Market.

Delicious food products avail-
able from the Garden to Market
Initiative. GISS cafeteria. 4:30
to 6 p.m.

Salt Spring Women's
Baskethall

All'levels of play welcome. Every
Thursday (excluding school
holidays) at the SIMS gym. 6:15
to 7:45 p.m.

Open Poetry Mic.

With featured readers
Jayalynda Cole and Lottie
Devindisch. Salt Spring Library
Program Room. Sign up at 6:45
p.m. Event begins at 7 p.m.
Open Late Shop & Social.
Several stores open until 8 p.m.
in Ganges.

Glowtini Contest.

Watch local mixologists com-
pete while creating Salt Spring’s
signature holiday drink. Harbour
House Hotel. 8 p.m.

(3
Fri.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Fans and Motor Supply Co.
Folk/indie rock band at
Moby’s. 9 p.m.

Richard Cross & Ted Cooke.
Live at The Local. 5 to 8 p.m.

Fri.

African Dance Classes.

Live percussion. All levels.
Ganges Yoga Studio. 4 to 5:15
p.m.

Beaver Point Christmas Craft
Faire.

Annual arts and crafts sale at
Beaver Point Community Hall.
Enjoy delicious meals in the
fireside room. 5 to 9 p.m.
Fulford Hall Christmas Craft
Fair.

Annual arts and crafts sale at
Fulford Community Hall opens
with special dinner menu. 5 to
9p.m.

Friday Night Madness.
Family fun swim at Rainbow
Road Pool on Fridays. 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.

Sat.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

A Musical Christmas.

Cabaret musical evening with
optional dinner at Meaden
Hall. Doors at 5:30 p.m., dinner
at 6 and show at 7 p.m.

Salt Spring Singers Present
Christmas With Schubert and
Scrooge.

(lassical and contemporary
choral music, directed by Don
Conley. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
Ange Hehr.

Live at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

The Barley Bros.

Live at The Local. 3:30 to 6:30
p.m.

Fulford Hall Christmas Craft
Fair. Fulford Hall. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Beaver Point Christmas Craft
Faire. Beaver Point Community
Hall. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Winterfest. Annual SS Centre
School celebration of crafts,
music, food and more. Salt
Spring Centre of Yoga. 10 a.m.
to2pm.

CFUW Scholarship Fundraiser.
Silent and live auctions

and lunch to support local
scholarships and the Hope
Project. Tickets from Ruth
Burstahler at 250-537-1742.
ArtSpring. 10:30 a.m.

Visit With Santa. Mouat’s
Garden Shed. 11a.m. to 3 p.m.
National Day of
Remembrance and Action

on Violence Against Women.
Candlelight vigil to honour

and remember all women

who have been killed by vio-
lence. Sponsored by SWOVA.
Centennial Park. 6 p.m.

Sun.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Singers Present
Christmas With Schubert and
Scrooge. See Saturday listing,
but time is at 2 p.m.

Shane Hooper. Live music at
the Salt Spring Inn. 6 to 9 p.m.
A Musical Christmas.

Cabaret musical evening

with optional dinner at the
Legion. Doors at 5:30 p.m., din-
ner at 6 and show at 7 p.m.

h;, THE FRITZ CINEMA

i 901 North End Rd. 250-537-4656 Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

GONE GIRL

Rating: 14A

Dec. 5-9 Fri.
to Tues. 7pm

LOVE IS STRANGE

National
Theatre
Live

SPECIAL .

everyone asking: Did Nick Dunne kill his wife?

« Love is Strange — Held aloft by remarkable performances from John Lithgow and
Alfred Molina. A graceful tribute to the beauty of commitment in the face of adversity.

« National Theatre Live: Frankenstein — Thursday, Dec. 11.4 p.m. matinee
and 7 p.m. Advance tickets at Island Star Video and Salt Spring Books. The 4 p.m.
matinee features Johnny Lee Miller as the creature and the 7 p.m..show with Benedict
Cumberbatch as the creature. National Theatre's thrilling broadcast of Frankenstein returns
for a limited time due to unprecedented demand. Please note: National Theatre Live

shows do not get released to DVD, and are available only in cinemas.

EXHIBITIONS

+ Gallery 8’5 annual Christmas 8X8 Exhibition of Small Works by gallery artists runs at the

Grace Point Square gallery through Jan. 3.

www.driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com/calendar/events/
view our online comprehensive interactive calendar of events listings

EVENT
2 Shows
only
& Wed.Thurs.
Dec.3-4

Dec.11 Thurs.
4pm matinee
& 7pm.
Advance
tickets at
Island Star

Video and Salt Spring Books.

CINEMA

« Gone Girl — starring Ben Affleck and Rosamund Pike. On his fifth wedding anniversary,
Nick Dunne reports that his wife has gone missing. Under police pressure and media
frenzy, Nick's portrait of a blissful union fades. His lies and strange behaviour have

until Dec. 13.

it
“
:

Frankenstem

Sun.

Fill the Fire Engine Food Bank
Drive.

Final day to bring non-perish-
able food items and cash for the
Salt Spring Food Bank daily to
the Ganges Fire Hall.

Beaver Point Christmas Craft
Faire.

Beaver Point Community Hall.
10a.m.to4 p.m.

Fulford Hall Christmas Craft
Fair.

Fulford Hall. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Unitarian Ministry - Courage.
Sermon reflects on “What does
it mean to live a life of cour-
age?” with visiting chaplain
Amanda Tarling. Salt Spring
Seniors Services Centre. 10:30
a.m.

Satsang & Meditation
Intensive.

The Dance of the Divine: A
Satsang & Meditation Intensive
with Greg Marian. Ram Spring
Wellness Sanctuary. Noon to 6
p.m. Info: 250-537-1630.
Singalong Messiah Rehearsal.
An opportunity to practice up
for the fourth annual Singalong
Messiah presented by the Salt
Spring Chamber Choir and
Orchestra. Ticket to rehearsal
includes entrance to the Dec. 21
concert. Spring Island United
Church. 1p.m.

etnoticed

board € g

Send your submissions to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
drop them off at the Driftwood office.

Published in the first Driftwood
of each month!
BROUGHT TO YOU BY SAUNDERS SUBARU.

« Wintercraft Christmas show and sale by Guif Islands artisans, put on by the Salt
Spring Arts Council, runs at Mahon Hall daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Dec. 22.

« Ceramic artist Denys James Denys James will demonstrate working with clay in his
ceramics studio, and the recent exhibit and sale of his works will continue Thursday, Dec.
4, Friday, Dec. 5 and Saturday, Dec 6. from noon until 3 p.m. At 182 Welbury Drive.

« Beaver Point and Fulford Hall Christmas craft fairs are on this Friday through
Sunday, Dec. 5-7. See the calendar above for times of each event.

+ Anna McColm is showing photos of Snow on Salt Spring at Fernwood Road Cafe

« An exhibit of knitting is in the Salt Spring Library Program Room and display case
through December.

« Patricia Brown shows artwork in the ArtSpring lobby through Dec. 21.

« Sam Lightman photography pieces are at Island Savings.

+ Doug Rhodes’ portraits of island characters are at Penny’s Pantry.

+ Nicola Wheston's ‘Stuff’ paintings and Michael Dennis’ 7 Figures in yellow
cedar are featured at Duthie Gallery on Churchill Road. The gallery is open by
appointment (250-537-9606) till February. Sculpture park open daily.

What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with
yoursmartphone to
download, instructions

ScanLire Delow.

Mon.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Jaybirds. Salt Spring Folk
Club concert with opening act
Peter Prince. Fulford Hall. Doors
at 6 p.m. for season’s ticket
holders; 6:15 for general admis-
sion; music starts at 7 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

ToddlerTime. For parents and
children under four. Salt Spring
Public Library. 10:30 to 11 a.m.
iPad and eReader Tutoring.
Salt Spring Public Library. Two
sessions available every Monday
between noon and 2 p.m.
Chess and Scrabble Club.

Salt Spring Island Public Library.
2to5p.m.

Tues.

Salt Spring Probus Club
Meeting.

Richard Moses and Murray
Shoolbraid, along with their
Readers' Theatre group, will
present some fun plays, skits
and sketches. Meaden Hall. 10
a.m. to noon.

Blue Christmas.

A service designed for people
who have suffered a recent loss
—of a loved one, of a relation-
ship, of a job — or who for some
other reason find this to be a
stressful and difficult time. With
music, readings, prayer and
quiet, and optional conversation
over refreshments afterward.
Salt Spring Island United
Church. 2 p.m.

Tues.

Carols and Stories.

Anglican celebration at St.
Mark’s church at Central. 2 p.m.
Improvisational Comedy
Workshop.

Everyone age 16 & over

invited to take part in this
weekly workshop. Gulf Islands
Secondary School. 7 to 9 p.m.
info: jan@janrabson.com.

Wed.

Foot Care For Seniors.

A free presentation by home
care nurse Maureen Gix for all
island seniors. Meadowbrook
Lounge. 2 p.m.

SS Film Festival Screening:
The Rocket.

Winner of the Amnesty
International Film Prize. A tense
and gorgeous journey through
today’s rural Laos. ArtSpring.
7:30 p.m.

Extended Library Hours.
Open to 7 p.m.

Poker Night.

See last Wednesday.
SongJam.

See last Wednesday.

IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT
FORTHE
EVENTS CALENDAR
EMAIL:

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

CFUW Fundraiser

For local scholarships and the Hope Project
Saturday, December 6th - 10:30am

ARTSPRING
Silent & Live Auctions and Lunch
Tickets ($30) from Ruth Burstahler: 250-537-1742

THRIFTY FOODS" &/

Ganges, Mouat's Centre - 7:30am to 9pm - Customer Service 250-537-1522

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

imagine - comfort on wheels

UNGLE ALBERT'S FUHNITIIIIE

Mon.-Sat. 9-5pm
Sun. 11-4pm
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SEASONAL ENTERTAINMENT

Musical Christmas set to swing

Dinner theatre and shows offered

The group called D.S. al Fine is back on stage and excited
to present their second production, A Musical Christmas.

Performances include favourite seasonal tunes,
such as White Christmas, Sleigh Ride, the Huron
Carol, Blue Christmas, Silent Night, Santa Claus is
Coming to Town and many more.

The cast of six singers harmonize and sing solos
ranging from popular nostalgic hits to contemporary
songs, with a wonderful live band of four local musi-
cians: Karen Arney, band leader and keyboardist;
Randy Marchi on horn, guitar and vocals; Jim Shultz
on guitar; and Dave Milutinovic on percussion.

The sextet of seasonal singers, Deborah Inkster-
Bain Kneebone, Suzanna Laine, Randy Marchi, Scott
Merrick, Clark Saunders and Julianna Slomka, with
the aid of dynamic emcee Jason Sampson, will put
the audience into the Christmas and holiday spirit.

D.S. al Fine’s previous show was A Taste of Song,
which was an audience hit at the Harbour House
Hotel in May of this year.

For people who would like the whole dinner thea-
tre experience, Legion chef Jose Barraza is preparing
a choice of three dinner entrees: Chipotle Chicken,
Roast Beef with trimmings, or Veggie Enchiladas.

Tickets are available for the show only, or the show
plus dinner.

Performances are as follows: at Meaden Hall on
Saturday, Dec. 6; and at the Legion (upstairs from
Meaden Hall on Blain Road) on Sunday, Dec. 7 and 14.

For all performances, doors open at 5:30 p.m., with
dinner at 6 p.m. and the perfor-

Ballard Petroleum’s monthly
$150 draw winner is...
Bruce & Shirley Smith

Give us a call for Heating Fuel,
Gasoline or Diesel. We also carry
lube oils, fuel tanks & pumps.

BALLARD
2 ETROLEUMN
1-877-715-1019

KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

mance at 7 p.m.

Tickets are available at Ganges
Stationery, at the Legion, or at the
door. People who buy in advance
can choose their seats.

FINE CRAFTS

Yarn creations on display

Knitting talents exhibited

Textiles is the focus in both the Salt
Spring Public Library’s program room and

display case through December.

Created by longtime passionate knit-
ters Nell Bushby, Howard McDonald, Kay
Avison and Judy Fry, the featured work
includes traditional Fair Isle patterns and

ARTS COUNCIL

Past and present arts
families celebrated

Nita Brown honoured
at membership
appreciation event

Salt Spring Arts Council will host
its annual membership apprecia-
tion event on Sunday, Dec. 14, and
besides tea and hospitality, the
group will inspire extra gratitude
for one of SSAC's founding mem-
bers.

This year’s event honours and
celebrates the extended ArtCraft
family — all those who have volun-
teered, contributed and helped to
make ArtCraft B.C.’s longest-run-
ning fine arts and crafts exhibit.
Throughout its long history, Art-
Craft has relied on the commit-
ment and vision of local volunteers.

Widely recognized as the found-
ing force behind both ArtCraft and
the Salt Spring Arts Council, Nita
Brown still lives on the island and
celebrated her 100th birthday in
August. Brown will be in atten-
dance for the afternoon tea, along
with family members and several
other ArtCraft contributors of her
generation.

Recently, ArtSpring was gifted
a portrait of Nita Brown by the
estate of Alan Edwards. In honor
of Brown’s contributions to Art-
Craft, ArtSpring will be on hand
on Dec.14 to officially present and
unveil the painting to SSAC.

The portrait unveiling takes
place in Mahon Hall to coincide
with the Wintercraft exhibit —Art-

contemporary abstract pieces, intricately
patterned children’s sweaters, whimsical
socks and award-winning, one-of-a-kind
creations with mind-boggling detail.

On Wednesday, Dec. 3, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
a community social “knit-in” event is set
for the program room, followed by a talk on
both Fair Isle and Intarsia knitting given by
Bushby.

Land of Make Believe

Friday Decembar 12"

7 BZOpm ArSpring
Sah Spring ConcertBand & Swing Shin
Maaic Dectan Dawn Hage & Deommick Milton

Adultfll / Student$S 250 537 2102
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Portrait of Nita Brown gifted by
ArtSpring.

Craft’s answer to holiday shopping.
Representing the work of over 80
artists throughout the Southern
Gulf Islands, Wintercraft is offering
more opportunities to shop local
and hand-made. It runs daily until
Dec. 22 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
Mahon Hall.

The Dec. 14 membership appre-
ciation event runs from 3 to 5 p.m.

All members receive 10% off
shopping and new memberships
purchased during the afternoon
will also be eligible for the discount.
SSAC would like to invite any artists
and volunteers that have contrib-
uted to the long-standing success
of ArtCraft to attend the celebra-
tion. For more information, call the
SSAC office at 250-537-0899.

What are your wishes for tomorrow? The right financial choices today can
make your future wishes a reality. Let our experts identify the best options
for you — like our 2% 15-month convertible term deposit.

Start saving today, visit: iscu.com/WishingWell

IslandSavings

Rate subject to change. Terms and conditions apply.
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FOOD SECURITY

LABOUR OF LOVE - Salt Spring’s abattoir at the two-year mark

Determined farmers keep working on dream

STORY & PHOTOS BY

BRAMWELL RYAN
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD

you are ever on Salt
I F Spring Island during a

big earthquake, head to
the abattoir’s holding pens.

The government’s edict that
they be built to the highest seis-
mic standards is just one of the
thicket of regulations through
which the community group that
built the facility had to weave to
open the doors of the abattoir.
And because they were creating
a multi-species slaughterhouse,
officials overseeing the process
were as skittish as some of the
turkeys that turn up for slaughter.

Delays and compliance chang-
es pushed building costs 34 per
cent over budget by the time
doorsopenedin2012.Itleftadebt
which volunteers have been chip-
ping away at ever since. Another
attempt to liquidate the remain-
ing $30,000 deficit was on Nov.
15 when the Salt Spring Island
Abattoir Society held its second
birthday bash, a $40-a-plate fun-
draiser at the Farmers’ Institute.
Some $7,500 was raised from the
event with 150 attendees.

“For those who really
value having locally
sourced food, you've got

to have an abattoir.”

DAVID ASTILL
SSI Abattoir Society president

Ten years ago the B.C. govern-
ment announced a tightening of
the rules about meat. Commer-
cial on-farm killing was banned
and livestock had to be slaugh-
tered in a licensed and inspected
slaughterhouse or it couldn’t be
sold.

When the changes were first
announced, Margaret Thomson
knew it would hit Salt Spring
hard.

“It was going to be really awk-
ward. Nothing existed here that
could be upgraded to meet the
new standards.”

The retired nurse, now a sheep
and turkey farmer, called a meet-
ing of island farmers and mid-

The abattoir facility on rented land a few kilometres south-
west of Ganges.

wifed an agreement to build a
local abattoir.

It took years of planning and
fundraising for volunteers with
the Salt Spring Agricultural Alli-
ance to get to opening day. There
was added urgency to the work
when a study showed that live-
stock production had dropped 50
per cent over four years, this on
an island renowned for its top-
quality lamb.

“No one wanted to be bothered
to go off-island,” says Thomson.

Since the doors opened two
years ago, things have changed.

“There’s been a huge impact,”
says Anne Macey, the Alliance
president. Livestock numbers are
onthe rebound. “People had been
giving up. It was too complicated
with the new regulations and that
was unfortunate at a time of such
an increasing demand for local
food.”

But that early success wouldn’t
have been possible without
countless volunteer hours.

The large white trailers and
the bullet-proof corrals are on a
scrubby piece of land about five
kilometres south-west of Ganges
along the main road. Originally
designed as a mobile facility that
could travel to other Gulf Islands,
the abattoir hasn't moved since it
was built.

Inside is the knock box where
the killing takes place, a skinning
room, a sterile room for eviscera-
tion and government inspection
plus coolers, hanging space and
butchering tables. Total cost:
$470,000.

Throughout the March to
December slaughter season,
lambs are killed on Wednesdays,
chickens on Thursdays. Goats,

turkeys, ducks and geese come
through periodically. Cutting and
wrapping takes place on Fridays
for farmers who want that ser-
vice. Daily volume is usually two
dozen lambs and 250 chickens.

There are five part-time
employees plus David Astill, a
retired high school teacher, sheep
farmer and president of the abat-
toir society, which runs the facil-
ity. Astill is also the volunteer
operations manager. Lately that
takes about 25 hours a week.

“I got mad at myself Sunday
night,” he admits. “I spent two
hours taking calls about abattoir
business; I could have been read-
ing a book instead.”

When he’s not on the phone,
Astill helps pull animals out of
trucks, fetches supplies, com-
pletes paperwork, handles water
tests, deals with the inspector
and meets delivery drivers.

“It can swallow your time,” he
says ruefully.

That dependence on free
labour is why island farmer
Sandy Robley doesn't think the
abattoir will survive. With one of
the larger flocks of sheep on the
island, Sunset Farm could put its
lambs through the abattoir, but
instead Robley trucks her live-
stock to Vancouver Island.

“The place has to stand on its
own two feet,” says Robley, who
also runs three other businesses.
“It can’t survive on donations and
volunteer labour. If it doesn’t run
as a business, it won't last.”

Margins in small-scale live-
stock are thin. An average lamb
carcass earns a farmer about $250
and that’s before feed and hay
costs. Adding $116 for ferry trans-
portation means that going else-

Farm.

At left, Margaret
Thomson feeds
Cotswold sheep;
while at right is
Mike Lane and
herding pals of
Ruckle Heritage

where for slaughter only makes
sense for people with large num-
bers of animals like Robley.

“Only serious growers can take
them off the island,” says Thom-
son.

With such thin profits the
abattoir can’t increase its cost
to kill and process an animal. It
can only increase efficiency and
attract more volume. But that’s
not something Robley — and
some other larger scale produc-
ers on the island — are about to
offer, even though she admits
that increased volume is what
will make the facility more viable.

“I have a 20-year relation-
ship with another abattoir and
no matter how granola you are,
people are still price conscious.”

Astill agrees that volume needs
to go up, but right now his focus
is on increasing efficiency and
ensuring staff are well-trained.

Original plans for the abattoir
called for slaughtering of pigs
and cows, but that remains a
dream. Expensive renovations to
the buildings are needed before
that can happen. Already the Salt
Spring abattoir is unique in that it
handles a range of animals. Most
slaughter houses specialize in
only one species. And most are
only interested in volume; larger
facilities elsewhere in Canada
process thousands of animals a
day.

“No one else has tried to do
both red meat and poultry on the
same site. And one of our unique
features is that we can take just
one animal,” Macey says with a
laugh.

On the 200-acre Ruckle Farm,
Mike Lane is one of the biggest
producers on the island. This sea-

1

David Astill chases sheep into a holding pen on the abattoir property.

son he put 130 lambs and 60 tur-
keys through the local abattoir.
He admits he “took some on the
chin” last year when inexperi-
enced staff messed up, but he
adds that things are better now.
He says a local operation reduces
the stress on the animals of tak-
ing them on the ferry and it saves
hours of his time.

“Something like this is vitally
important. Without small abat-
toirs, next thing you know you
have to take your animals to the
big places, which is completely
unviable.”

“I'm quite optimistic about the
abattoir’s viability,” says Macey,
who was the organizer of the
facility’s second birthday party.
“For a new business we’re doing
well. There are always challeng-
es.”

Astill describes them as birth
pains.

“It’s been a struggle, but we're
getting better at what we're doing.
If we can stay open and running
for a couple more years it'll be
around for a long time. For those
who really value having locally
sourced food, you've got to have
an abattoir.”

One of the original proponents
of the facility remains convinced
that it can thrive. Thomson
missed the second birthday party
because she was giving a talk
about how to set up a small-scale,
multi-species abattoir at an inter-
national conference in Texas.
“Success is possible, although not
guaranteed yet.”

Bramuwell Ryan is a Winnipeg-
based freelance journalist living
on Salt Spring for six months.
wwuw.dispatches.ca
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D.W. Salty is looking for
material for his column,

Streets of

Salt Spring Island F

If you have information on any of
our streets, please contact us at:
250-537-9933 or P
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
&9

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN

HOT STUFF: Saturday’s Chili
Cook-off in Centennial Park of-
fered some heat on a snowy day.
Clockwise from top left are contest
judges John Dolman and Tim
O'Connor, with volunteer Mike
Lakin at right, and tasters and
contestants in the background;
celebrity judge David Robertson of
The Dirty Apron Cooking School in
Vancouver; and Salt Spring Singers
carollers, from left, Connie Holmes,
Ken Lee, Lyle Eide and Morgan
Savin. Moby’s Pub earned both
the people’s choice and judges’

awards in the contest.

" FESTIVE SCAVENGER HUNT

Shop e
and join usfor g

on Thurstay, December dih
Openuntl B!

o

MOUAT’S CLOTHING COMPANY
106 Fulford-Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island

Toll Free: 1-877-490-5593
info@mouatsclothingco.com

CHRISTMAS

Talents converge at G2G event

Stories and Songs
for the Season runs
Dec. 13-14

BY DIANE LUGSDIN
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWO00D

The holiday season is
ever enhanced by the expe-
rience of seasonal perfor-
mances. The partnership
that last year brought
the dramatic reading of
A Christmas Carol to Salt
Spring has teamed up
again to present Stories and
Songs for the Season.

The Salt Spring United
Church and Salt Spring
Grand(m)others to Grand-
mothers (G2Gs) bring local
audiences dramatic read-
ings of entertaining season-
al classics.

The performance comes
complete with musical
interludes, under the direc-
tion of Shirley Bunyan and
David Storm, plus refresh-
ments at intermission.

Salt Spring is well served
by its arts community and
this event is no excep-
tion. Gifted performers are
again offering their talents
to this fundraiser: Arthur
Black, humourist, author,
award winner, broadcaster
and syndicated columnist;
Jan Rabson, voice actor of
international renown with

alengthy list of credits, who
shares comedy improv skills
on the island; Sue Newman,
actor, singer, dancer, musi-
cian and performing arts
instructor; Ann Stewart,
who captures local theatre
audiences with her varied
characterizations; and the
multi-faceted Clark Saun-
ders, actor, singer, dramatic
reader and, as the minister
of the Salt Spring United
Church, the force behind
this fundraising partner-
ship. And this year, local
author and broadcaster
Richard Moses, joins the
troupe.

Through the generos-
ity of our performers, pro-
ceeds go to the Stephen
Lewis Foundation. This
organization seeks to “turn
the tide” of HIV/AIDS in
Africa through its support
of 300 community-based
organizations to help
women, orphaned chil-
dren, grandmothers and
people living with HIV and
AIDS. Some 250 Grand-
mothers groups across
Canada have raised over
$21 million in solidarity
with their African counter-
parts. As Ann Stewart says,
“Grandmothers to Grand-
mothers is a wonderful
organization; I gladly lend
my support.”

Audiences will be regaled

with such delights as Dylan
Thomas’ A Child’s Christ-
mas in Wales, a nostalgic
portrayal of a simpler time;
Mole’s Christmas from the
Wind and the Willows — the
TV version seen in 200-plus
countries; plus other heart-
warming stories. Arthur
Black is looking forward to
sharing Howard Engel’s A
Child’s Christmas in Scar-
borough, a Canadian curve
ball on A Child’s Christmas
in Wales, because “it's Cana-
dian, it's funny and it takes
the mickey out of Toronto —
something most Canadians
can instantly warm to!”

Will these moving, at
times hilarious readings link
us to the purpose of this fun-
draiser — a fair response to
the major injustice of AIDS
orphans in sub-saharan
Africa? They can remind us
of the value of sharing, giv-
ing and hope in an imper-
fect world, values that find
resonance in the seasonal
traditions of Christmas and
Hanukkah.

Show times are 7:30 p.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 13 and 2
p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 14 at
Salt Spring United Church.

Tickets are available
from the ArtSpring tick-
et centre or the United
Church office, weekday
mornings from Tuesday to
Friday.

DIAPERS
JUICE

/
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e . pesc>

CANNED SOUP
BABY FOOD

CANNED BEANS

Share the Christmas spirit
with your community.

n

SALTSPRING

Fill The Fire Engine & Help The SSI Community Food Bank this Season.
Please help fill over 200 Christmas Hampers!

Non-perishable food items, canned goods,

& monetary donations needed!

Proudly supported by:

——
-SIGNS

PASTA .
TUNA .
CANNED FRUIT
CANNED CHILI

JAM

Imagine That

Items can be dropped off at the Ganges Fire Hall from Dec. 1st — Dec. 7th.

PEANUT BUTTER
BAKING SUPPLIES
FLOUR, SUGAR ETC.
CEREAL

RICE

Check out our
Facebook page:

design - web - print
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SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the last
Wednesday of each month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
Mormon church.

STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the first
and third Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Baptist Church, around the back.

every WEDNESDAY

BOOMERFIT — a co-ed class designed for Boomer-
folks. All aspects of fitness are covered with lots

of variety in workouts, led by a certified personal
trainer. Fulford Hall, 9 to 10 a.m. Contact: trisha.
synergyfit@gmail.com, 250-653-4656

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring

for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower Ganges
Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250-537-5004.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring
Seniors. 12:45 p.m.

GENTLE YOGA — perfect stretch and movement class
at Gaiama Yoga. 12:10to 1 p.m.

HOT HATHA YOGA at the Nest hot yoga. 9:30 a.m. to
10:45 a.m. and Moksha-inspired Level 1 hot yoga from
6t07:15 p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
KUNDALINI FOR BEGINNERS and others with Nomi at
Gaiama Yoga. 4to 5 p.m.

LIBRARY HOURS — the Salt Spring library is open
until 7 p.m. on Wednesdays on a trial basis.
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners meets

at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:30 to 11a.m. Everyone
welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-930-5333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the Salt
Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at Stowel Lake
Farm. 7t0 8:30 p.m.

MELLOW/RESTORATIVE YOGA with Celeste at Ganges
Yoga Studio. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m.

PAT’S BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring Seniors at
10am.

PICKLEBALL at Portlock Park. Equipment provided. 10
a.m. to noon. Info: Hafiz, 250-653-9579; hafizbhimji@
shaw.ca.

PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas
Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11a.m. to 12 noon. Info/register:
anna@bonesforever.com

PRANA FLOW with Tomaya at Gaiama Yoga. 7:30 to
830am.

RASPBERRY PI: Computer Programming and Robotics
for Youth at the Salt Spring library. Facilitated by Rob
James and Karl Slakov. 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

SENIORS CHAIR YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at
Still Point Yoga Studio. 11a.m. to 12 p.m.

SONGJAM runs at Moby’s Pub at 7:30 p.m.
SSIROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday fora
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House Hotel
from 11:45a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: club president Carol
Dodd at 250-538-0079.

TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 t0 8:30
p.m. (With beginners’classes from 6:30 to 8 p.m.) Info:
David, 250-537-1871.

YIN YOGA & SOUND BATH with Ashleigh & Coco at Still
Point. 5 t0 6:30 p.m.

YOGA - DROP IN and pay as you wish with Celeste
Mallett Jason. Ganges Yoga Studio. 7 to 8:30 p.m.
YOGA LEVEL 1 with Celeste Mallett Jason at Ganges
Yoga Studio. 9 to 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
YOGA with Dorothy Price. At The Gatehouse at Stowel
Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. AND 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.

ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m. Call 250-
653-2411 for details. Newcomers always welcome.
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at Ganges Yoga
Studio. 4to 5 p.m.

BOOK CLUB meets once a month on the second
Thursday at Salt Spring Seniors in the lounge at 1:30

pm.
BRIDGE runs at Salt Spring Seniors on the first and
third Thursdays at 12:45 p.m.

LIBRARY BOOK CLUB open to all meets on the fourth
Thursday of each month at the library. 1to 3 p.m.
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last Thursday
of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-3014 for address
and more information. Free introductory lectures by
appointment.

every THURSDAY

AL-ANON meets at the portable behind Lady Minto
Hospital from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

BADMINTON for ages 12 and up at the GISS gym.
Drop-ins welcome. Must have own racquet and non-
marking gym shoes. 8 to 10 p.m. Info: Gail Temmel,
250-653-4613.

BELLYFIT class with Trina Aspinall at Ganges Yoga
Studio. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

CHAKRATONING with Deborah Stevenson at Still Point
Yoga Studio. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

EVERYBODY MOVE — a morning aerobics fitness class
with Catherine Bennett at Ganges Yoga Studio. 9:30 to
10:30a.m.

FUSION YOGA with Cornelia Krikke at Gaiama Yoga.
Combines flow, depth and strength to start the day.
7:30t0 8:30 a.m.

MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at Still Point. 9 to 10:30
am.

MOKSHA-INSPIRED LEVEL 1 HOT YOGA at the Nest
hot yoga. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@
gmail.com

NIA at Fulford Hall Annex. 10 to 11 a.m. More info:
Arleen, 250-653-9235. Call Donna at 250-653-9985
for fee info.

RADIANT HEART YOGA — Meditative core
strength and heart-opening yoga practice with
Laurie Steffler at Cats Pajamas Studio. 8 a.m. Info:
250-537-5250

RESTORATIVE LUNCHTIME YOGA with Nomi at
Gaiama Yoga. 12:10to T p.m.

SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets at 734
Upper Ganges Road. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

SENIORS LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors at 12 noon.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-the-Sea,
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Info: David, 250-537-1871.
YAMUNA BODY ROLLING with Bonnie at Ganges Yoga
Studio. 11a.m. to 12 noon.

YANG YIN YOGA at The Nest hot yoga. 7 to 8:15 p.m.
Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com

YIN YOGA with Robert Prince at Still Point Yoga Studio.
5t06:30 p.m.

YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS Centre
of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

every FRIDAY

AFRICAN DANCE with Deanna at Ganges Yoga Studio.
4t05p.m.

BOOMERFIT — a co-ed class designed for Boomer-
folks. All aspects of fitness are covered with lots

of variety in workouts, led by a certified personal
trainer. Beaver Point Hall, 9 to 10 a.m. Contact: trisha.
synergyfit@gmail.com, 250-653-4656

BRIDGE GAMES at Salt Spring Seniors at 12:30 p.m.
CHURCH OF REGGAE YOGA with Adam at Ganges Yoga
Studio. 7to 8:30 p.m.

COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors at
10a.m.

ELEMENTARY BRIDGE LESSONS take place at the Salt
Spring Library. 10 a.m.

EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for

the everyday body to classical music with Catherine
Bennett. Ganges Yoga Studio. 11 a.m. to 12 noon.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH MOVEMENT®
CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas Studio, 104
Langs Rd., 10to 11a.m. Move with less pain and stress
by learning how to make any activity more effective
and more enjoyable. Info/register: anna@bonesforever.
com.

GAMES NIGHTS. Join Bryan Dubien for board games,
Magic the Gathering, and more. All ages welcome. S
Library Program Room. 6 to 9 p.m.

MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors at
1215p.m.

MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.

MIXED LEVELS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at
Ganges Yoga Studio. 9to 10:30 a.m.

PRANA FLOW with Tomaya at Gaiama Yoga. 7:30 to
8:30a.m.

VINYASA FLOW YOGA at Ganges Yoga Studio. 5:30 to
6:30 p.m.

YOGA FOR YOUTH with Adam Clarkson at Ganges Yoga
Studio. 2:30to 3:30 p.m.

every SATURDAY

DAD N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place. For
dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30to 10 a.m.

MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m.

MIXED LEVELS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at
Ganges Yoga Studio. 9 to 10:30 a.m.

PICKLEBALL at Portlock Park. Equipment provided.
10a.m. to 12 p.m. Info: Hafiz, 250-653-9579;
hafizbhimji@shaw.ca.

PILATES with Bonnie at Ganges Yoga Studio. 12:45 to
1:45p.m.

TAOIST TAI CHI at Al Saints from 10:30 a.m. to 12
noon.

VINYASA Yoga at The Nest hot yoga. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com

YOGA - BEGINNERS' CLASS with Dorothy Price at
Gaiama Yoga. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

YOUTH DRAWING WORKSHOP for ages 6 to 12. S
Public Library. 2to 3 p.m.

DANCE CHURCH runs on the first and third Sunday

of each month at Ganges Yoga Studio. 10:30 a.m. to
12noon.

REIKI/ENERGY SHARE GROUP is on the last Sunday of
each month at Ganges Yoga Studio. 6 to 9 p.m.

every SUNDAY

BADMINTON for ages 12 and up at the GISS gym.
Drop-ins welcome. Must have own racquet and
non-marking gym shoes. 7 to 9 p.m. Info: Gail Temmel,
250-653-4613.

DANCE TEMPLE SACRED SUNDAYS with the Dance
Temple Collective. Ganges Yoga Studio. 10:30 a.m. to
noon.

KUNDALINIYOGA with Jaya Levesque at Ganges Yoga
Studio. 9to 10:15a.m.

POKER at the Legion. T p.m.

REIKI/ENERGY SHARE GROUP at Ganges Yoga Studio.
6t09p.m.

ROLLERBLADING at Fulford Hall. 2:30 to 4 p.m. except
Dec.7and 21.

TAI CHI CLASSES — Yang Style with Osman Phillips
at Cedar Lane Studio. 10:30a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info:
250-537-5667

UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP meets at SS Seniors Centre.
10:30 a.m.

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of each
month at SS Seniors. 10a.m. to 11:45a.m.

SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT trustees hold their
business meetings on the third Monday of each month
at the Ganges Fire Hall. 7 p.m. Public welcome.

every MONDAY

BEGINNERS/LEVEL 1YOGA with Celeste Mallet Jason
at Ganges Yoga Studio. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10
am.to2p.m.

DANCE CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas
Studio, 104 Langs Rd.,

51t06:30 p.m. Expressive dance class suitable for
dancers of all levels.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:45 p.m.
at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: George Laundry at
250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.

EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for

the everyday body to classical music with Catherine
Bennett. Ganges Yoga Studio. 12:30t0 1:30 p.m.
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH MOVEMENT®
CLASS with Alice Friedman at The Gatehouse, 190
Reynolds Rd., 9:15 to 10:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman,
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.

GENTLE YOGA — perfect stretch and movement dlass
at Gaiama Yoga. 12:10to 1 p.m.

IPAD & EREADER TUTORING at the library from noon
to2p.m.

KUNDALINI YOGA FOR BEGINNERS and others at
North End Fitness. 1to 2 p.m.

LEVEL 1YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at Ganges
Yoga Studio. 11a.m. to 12 noon.

LIFE DRAWING every Monday at the Core Inn (third
floor). Tto 3 p.m. Info: Jose Campbell, 250-537-1121.
Drop-ins welcome.

MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at The Nest hot
yoga. 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. and Level 1 from 6 to 7:15
p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com

MOVEMENT INTELLIGENCE CLASS with Anna
Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd. A
mindful exercise program to improve posture and
increase strength and agility, through dynamic
movement and weight-bearing activity. 2 to 3 p.m.
Info/register: anna@honesforever.com

NDP BOOK CLUB meets at Salt Spring Seniors fom
1:30t0 3 p.m.

PICKLEBALL at Portlock Park. Equipment provided. 10
a.m. to 12 p.m. Info: Hafiz, 250-653-9579; hafizbhimji@
shaw.ca.

PRANA FLOW with Tomaya at Gaiama Yoga. 7:30 to
830am.

QI GONG with Nefth at Ganges Yoga Studio. 7 to 8:30

p.m.

READERS' THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors from
10a.m. to 12 noon.

SCRABBLE AND CHESS CLUB meets at the library
every Monday afternoon from 2 to 5 p.m. For

more information about the club, contact John at
ssiscrabbleclub@email.com.

TAI CHI CLASSES — Chen Style with Osman Phillips at
Cedar Lane Studio. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Info: David, 250-537-1871.

TOASTMASTERS public speaking group meets
Mondays at the Catholic Church, lower room, 135 Drake
Rd.7 p.m.

TODDLERTIME at the library for children under four
and their families. 10:30 a.m.

THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is open
every Monday at the Core Inn 2nd floor. 4:30 t0 6:30
p.m. 250-537-8786.

VIPASSANA MEDITATION with Nicola Bishop at Still
Point Yoga Studio. 7 to 8:15 p.m.

YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the Salt
Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m.

YOGA FOR HIPS AND SHOULDERS with Celeste
Mallett Jason at Ganges Yoga Studio. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
ZUMBA GOLD with Lee Sigmund at Still Point Yoga
Studio. 9:30to 10:30 a.m.

PROBUS group for retired professionals/business
people meets on the second Tuesday of each month
at Meaden Hall at 10 a.m. with special guest speakers
each time. Info: probus.ssi@gmail.com

SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION meets on

the third Tuesday of each month at the Portlock Park
portable. 4to 6 p.m.

every TUESDAY

ART GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 1 p.m.
BELLYFIT class with Trina Aspinall at Ganges Yoga
Studio. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

CHAIRYOGA FOR SOUTH-END SENIORS with Cate
McEwen at Fulford Hall, 2 to 3 p.m. Info: Cate, 250-653-
9148, cmcewen@saltspring.com

CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring Seniors.
6:30 p.m.

EVERYBODY MOVE — a morning aerobics fitness class
with Catherine Bennett at Ganges Yoga Studio from
9:30t0 10:30a.m.

SRHYTHMS DANCE with Shauna Devlin at Still Point
Yoga Studio. 8:45 to 10:15a.m.

FUSION YOGA with Cornelia Krikke at Gaiama Yoga.
Combines flow, depth and strength to start the day.
7:30t0 8:30 a.m.

FUSION BELLYDANCE with Kaia at Ganges Yoga Studio.
7t08:30 p.m.

KUNDALINI MOVING MEDITATION from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. and ECKHART TOLLE PRACTISING PRESENCE
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Info: Amrita, 250-537-2799.

LOST CHORDS seniors choir practices at Salt Spring
Seniors. 10:30 a.m.

MEN’S SOUND TEMPLE with Ananda at Still Point Yoga
Studio. 7 to 8:30 p.m.

MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at the Nest hot
yoga. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.
om

NIA at Still Point Yoga Studio. 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. Info:
Arleen, 250-653-9235.

RESTORATIVE LUNCHTIME YOGA with Nomi at
GaiamaYoga. 12:10to 1 p.m.

5 SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, search
and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. Or
phone Chuck Hamilton, 250-537-6601.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk at North
End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Info: 250-537-2056
or http://smartsomatics.shawwebspace.ca/.

SOUTH END SENIORS CHAIR YOGA with Cate McEwen
at Fulford Hall, seniors annex. 2 to 3:15 p.m. Info: 250-
653-9148; cmcewen@shaw.ca

TAI CHI CLASSES — Yang Style with Osman Phillips at
Cedar Lane Studio. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. to
12 p.m. Info: David, 250-537-1871.

UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. Still Point
Yoga Studio. 1t0 2:30 p.m.

VINYASA FLOW at the Nest hot yoga. 5:30 p.m. to 6:45
p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com

YIN STYLE & RESTORATIVE YOGA with Dorothy Price
at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 5 to 6 p.m.

YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — Yin Style and
Restorative. SS Centre of Yoga. 5 to 6 p.m.

AS A TOP SAFETY PICK PLUS,
JUST DRIVING ONE IS LIKE
AN INSURANCE POLICY.
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Drop by today... .
Coffee is always on! %
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FILM

The Rocket film a trip worth taking

Next SS Film Festival event

SUBMITTED BY SS FILM FESTIVAL

Straight from the rarified air of the
international film festival circuit, and
carrying numerous awards from New
York to Berlin, The Rocket is now head-
ed for Salt Spring Island.

Winner of the Amnesty Internation-
al Film Prize, this tense and gorgeous
journey through today’s rural Laos has
garnered rave reviews for its natural-
istic approach and astonishing young
actors, all while leaving an indelible
glimpse inside a society rarely seen in
the west. It will be screened by the Salt
Spring Film Festival at ArtSpring on
Wednesday, Dec. 10.

Atonce intimate and epic, The Rocket
follows Ahlo, a 10-year-old boy believed
to be bad luck by those around him.
When his village is displaced by a for-

eign dam project, he meets another
outcast child, Kia, and her alcoholic,
James Brown-obsessed uncle Purple.
Together with his family, they travel
through aland battered by war in search
of anew home.

What follows is a rite of passage
through a child’s grief and guilt as
well as a country’s conflicted history
of war and the damaging local effects
of a global economy. In a final grasp
to prove he’s not cursed, Ahlo enters
a giant explosive rocket in a lucrative
but dangerous competition: the Rocket
Festival. As the most bombed country
in the world shoots back at the sky, the
boy will also aim his shot at redemption
toward the heavens.

One of the first internationally
released feature films set and shot in
modern Laos, The Rocket has a docu-
mentary feel to its stunning cinema-

tography and authentic locations and
festivities. Much of this is due to Aus-
tralian writer/director Kim Mordaunt,
who came up with the fictional story
based on real characters he met while
filming the documentary Bomb Harvest
in Laos.

The Rocket is Mordaunt’s first fea-
ture and owes its intimate spirit and
gentle humour to this grassroots
approach. Yet critics have been unani-
mous in praising the actors who bring
extraordinary performances to the
lead roles. Sitthiphon Disamoe, a for-
mer street kid, shines in the role of
Ahlo, and veteran actor and comedian
Thep Phongam brings a shabby digni-
ty to Uncle Purple’s downward spiral.

Next Wednesday’s screening begins
at 7:30 p.m.

More information at www.saltspring-
filmfestival.com.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Land and sea wonders shared

Couple’s slide show to
benefit BCSPCA branch

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Ann Donahue’s passion for photography
can be traced back to an accident.

When a sudden injury forced the cancella-
tion of a ski trip, her partner Ken Sutherland
suggested they consider a diving holiday.

The couple was soon swayed that over-
looking the Caribbean’s crystalline waters
was much more enjoyable than riding an icy
chairlift all day.

“We eventually came to photography
though our love of diving,” Donahue said.
“The idea is that we want to take photos to
show our friends what we see down there.”

With 40 years of diving experience, the
couple has compiled an impressive portfolio
of stunning photographs from excursions to
some of the world’s most exotic dive sites.

Islanders can glimpse this seldom seen
underwater world and the mysterious crea-
tures that inhabit it during a one-hour talk
and slide show on Thursday, Dec. 11.

For the past two years, Donahue and
Sutherland have wowed Salt Spring audienc-
es with cephalopod close-ups, coral land-
scapes and manta ray portraits. A quick look
at the couple’s website (kenannphoto.com)
reveals creatures that appear to have evolved
from the world of science fiction.

“It's a very colourful show,” Donahue said.

In Wet and Wild, the couple combines
their underwater shots with the realm of
land-based wildlife photographs, accumu-
lated from safari trips across Africa.

Having spent so many years below the
surface, Donahue said it’s been great to
spend more time on firm ground.

“It’s easy; we're nice and dry and you don't
have to carry as much stuff. It's phenomenal
what you need for underwater photography
because you have to bring your own light-
ing, housing for your camera and it’s just so
equipment-intensive.”

Shooting lions and leopards, by compari-
son, is a walk in the park.

Sutherland, who works as a physician in
Victoria, was featured in this year’s Photo-
synthesis exhibit. Donahue, a retired teach-
er, developed a passion for photography
more recently after devoting many years to
editing her partner’s work.

Snarling lion is among images at the Wet
and Wild show next Thursday.

“I will talk a lot about the animals and
their behaviour,” Donahue said. “We have
some pretty weird creatures that we take
photos of, so that's interesting.”

In spite of their sojourn above sea level,
the couple’s true passion is amidst the reefs
and walls of the sea. The couple travels to
underwater photography competitions on
a yearly basis, and their presentations have
encouraged a few like-minded Salt Spring
residents to experience the excitement for
themselves.

Though diving and photography have,
for a long time, been perceived as relative-
ly complex and costly hobbies, advances
in equipment and training have brought
underwater photography closer to the main-
stream.

The hobby’s accessibility, Donahue added,
coincides with a growing public interest in
oceans, often called the world’s last unex-
plored frontier.

“It’s still new and unexplored, and I think
it's something that people are just waking up
to,” she said. “Through looking at our photos
there are so many people who have been
drawn into snorkelling and diving.”

The Wet and Wild show runs from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 11 in the Salt
Spring Public Library’s program room.

Admission is by donation. All proceeds
will be given to the Salt Spring BCSPCA
branch.

Island Women Against Violence

SAFE * FREE * CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women'’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

of Justice

Subscriptions
52 weeks $50. + GST
($84.00 off Island)

E-edition
52 weeks
$37.95 + GST

Call Jamie now
250.537.9933

Diiftwood

here’ Scard

Magic Touch Carpet Cleaning
Gulf Island Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

Residential ~ Commercial ~ Boats ~ RV

Bus 250-537-4944 / Cell 250-537-6556 PO Box 497
magictouchssi@shaw.ca Salt Spring Island

Behind every successful man....
Is a surprised mother-in-law!

The Plan
i Investors
Group-

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

250-633-9788

markus.wenzel@investorsgroup.com

ISLAND g
MAGIC .
TOUCH

Joanna Barrett, owner/operator
is back to work, for all your hair styling needs.
Call to make your appointment.

Mouat’s Mall 250-537-9322
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MARKUS WENZEL

Dan Hardy
Denturist

\
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Dan Hardy
Denturist
Salt Spring office located at
Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Road
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST
- New Dentures
« Reline & Repairs
« Home & Care Facility Visits

Kim Nash W 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com
See us on Facebook ]

For appointments call
1-250-710-1884

Craft Whine & Weer Making
Wnes, Ports, Beers, Coolers b Odens
bacal feaxm 20d Mol Miaey

The Wine Cellar

250.931.1963

www saltsgeingwinecellar.com

" This Winter Glad S Ice Cream brmgs you

.

.

{ese  Uncommon Soups!
* * Serious Mushroom
. « Wild Turkey Chili
.
.
.
.

'. scooping up :

your favorite 9
ice cream! |4

 Fresh Tomato & Fresh Basil Bisque
* Chicken & Wild Rice

[T/A > Lorna's Salt Spring Island Pies M
AVAILABLE. "
GLAD’S ICE CREAM DOWNTOWN GANGES
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS
*ICBC accredited Express
Valet Shop

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement

*All Private Insurance, *Guaranteed Workmanship

*Wheel Alignments lw

cmusm

115 Desmond Crescent,
next road down from the carwash

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

.
Brian Harris

30 YEARS OF COMPETENT
& FRIENDLY SERVICE

* PARTIAL DENTURES
© DENTURES OVER IMPLANTS
FERRY PICKUP AT CROFTON

o referrql
250-246-4674

thehappydenturist@shaw.ca | #7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD
\_ FREE CONSULTATION )

* COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICES
* IN-HOUSE LAB
* SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS

Excellent cuts, updos, braids,
highlights and perms.
For men, ladies and children.

250.537.4404

#1-126 UPPER GANGES ROAD
(at Salt Spring Marina, in front of Moby’s)

Your ‘elear” choice
Tor glass.

¢ Auto Glass e Residential & Commercial
¢ Aluminum Fabrication e Custom Skylights
© Mirrors & Shower Doors
¢ Custom Sunrooms © Free Estimates

ﬂ Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

TROY KAYE

Roofing

AMLTYPESNOF RESIDENTIAL & COMWMRIRCTAL
Uiy W admamdly - Nl Sonva

25213400
Vo 7757406770

Mince Meat Tarts »+#

Atraditional spicy mince meat tart. %322

PAUL REYNOLDS

owner/operator

250-537-4208

ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY

certified technician

v >
REYNOLDS

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN
COMMUNITY EFFORT:
Santa raises his arms to his
fans after stepping out of the
Salt Spring Air plane in Ganges
Harbour on Saturday after-
noon. Each year the local airline
brings the big guy to Ganges
to visit with island children and
Salt Spring Fire-Rescue takes
him to Salt Spring Elementary,
where the Salt Spring Arts
Council arranges crafts and
treats. Driftwood staff take
photos of Santa and the kids,
and Apple Photo makes prints.

COMMUNITY SPIRIT

Blue Christmas service offers solace

Music, readings, prayer
and quiet

SUBMITTED BY THE SS UNITED CHURCH

At a time of year when many people look
forward to parties and family gatherings,
some find it difficult to get into a festive
spirit.

In fact, people for whom Christmas
comes at the end of a hard year can suc-
cumb to feelings of loss and even depres-

CRAFT FAIRS

sion when those around them seem to
be entering so fully into the celebrations
that come with the holiday season. It is to
give people a chance to spend some quiet,
reflective time that the United Church
offers each December a “Blue Christmas”
service.

United Church minister Rev. Clark Saun-
ders says that each year the service attracts
people from both within the congregation
and from the larger community.

Scheduled this year for Tuesday, Dec. 9

at 2 p.m.,, the service is designed to carve
out a bit of time when people who have
suffered a recent loss — of a loved one,
of a relationship, of a job — or who for
some other reason find this to be a stressful
and difficult time can have their situation
acknowledged in a peaceful setting.

The service is notlong but allows time for
music, readings, prayer and quiet. Follow-
ing the service, there is an opportunity
for those who wish to remain for con-
versation over refreshments.

Community halls host craft fairs

30 years for Beaver Point

Salt Spring’s Christmas craft fair tradition
returns to community halls this weekend.

The meeting of locally made crafts with
great on-site dining has a significant mile-
stone at Beaver Point Hall, which celebrates
30 years of hosting its craft fair this season.

“In 1983 the Kingfisher Group of Fulford
Harbour, which had been hosting a yearly
artists’ Christmas Fair, closed their doors
and left a rather large void in the seasonal

artist gallery
and gift shop

salt spring island

festivities,” explained Wendy Rosier.

“Seeing yet another opportunity to serve
their community, the Beaver Point Com-
munity Hall stepped up to the plate and
the Beaver Point Hall Christmas Craft Faire
was born.”

South-end artisans and craftspeople had
a new venue where they could share their
works for the festive season beginning in
1984. The first fair opened with a fundrais-
ing restaurant that kick-started the week-
end with a scrumptious Friday dinner, with

FESTIVALS

Wintertest tradition thrives

hearty breakfasts and lunches offered on
Saturday and Sunday.

With a similar program but a different
set of local artisans set up at Fulford Hall,
the ideal experience involves visiting both
locations in one day.

The Beaver Point fair opens Friday, Dec.
5 from 5 to 9 p.m. and continues on Satur-
day and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Fulford Hall fair opens Friday from
5 to 9 p.m. Hours are 9 am. to 5 p.m. on
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.

wintercraft

nov 28 to dec 22
open daily 10-5

beautiful,
unique

local,

Crafts, music and
photo booth

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWO0D STAFF

The Salt Spring Centre
School will bring a well-
loved community tradition
back for its 18th session this
Saturday, Dec. 6, when it
hosts Winterfest at the Salt
Spring Centre of Yoga.

The annual school fund-
raiser haslongbeen a favou-
rite family event, with its
low-cost seasonal activities
featuring natural materials.
The yoga centre’s main hall,
filled with lovely decora-
tions and kept toasty warm
by the wood stove, is the
place for kids to participate
in craft activities that pro-
duce beautiful items either
to keep or to give away as
gifts. Adults also enjoy the

gathering, with the chance
to meet up with friends and
neighbours over a steaming
cup of chai or spiced cider.

Craft tables offer hands-
on fun for a small ticket
price. The always popular
beeswax candles will return
once again, along with the
fir-ring candle holders wait-
ing to be decorated. Chil-
dren can also make bath
salt sachets and holiday
wands. New this year is a
photo booth, where kids
and adults alike will have
fun choosing vintage paper
props like moustaches and
hats, with a photo strip
ready to take home at the
end.

Winterfest’s free admis-
sion always includes musi-
cal performances from
wonderful island talents.
A holiday sing-along with
Tara Grand and friends plus
festive songs with Fiddler's

Hatchery will put everyone
into the holiday spirit this
year.

The Salt Spring Centre’s
kitchen is justly famous
for its vegetarian cuisine.
Organic and vegan items
based on its recipe book
and other speciality items
make for a tasty lunch.
Table seating at the Win-
terfest cafe allows visitors
to enjoy their baked goods
and heartier items while
soaking up the festive
atmosphere.

The raffle draw at the
end of the afternoon is an
exciting cap to the day. Prize
items this year include a BC
Ferries Experience Card, a
flight with Salt Spring Air, a
cord of wood, among oth-
ers. Visitors can also make
bids on a silent art and gift
auction.

The event takes place
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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POETRY

Island poets shine

Open mic series returns
Thursday, Dec. 4

Island poets JayaLynda Cole
and Lottie Devindisch will share
the featured artist’s slot following
the monthly open poetry mic at
the Salt Spring Library on Thurs-
day, Dec. 4.

Cole was born in England and
moved to Ontario when she was
four years old. Her life’s work has
been as a psycho-spiritual coun-
selling therapist and teacher.
Writing poetry began when she
moved to Salt Spring Island four
years ago under mentor Lorraine
Gane. She has published a chap-
book called Coemergence.

Although born in Mexico City
and having spent her formative
years in Mexico and British Hon-
duras (now Belize), Devindisch
received her formal education in
England. She received a licenti-

FAITH

Courage in focus

ate from the Royal Academy of
Dancing and went on to teach
dance and perform internation-
ally. She emigrated to Canada in
1976 and has been part of the
dance community on Salt Spring
Island since 1981. She is an active
member of the local Anglican
Parish.

Devindisch’s poems are
inspired by her childhood, her
years as a dancer and her journey
as a spiritual seeker. Her work
attempts to enter into the skin of
each experience to make it her
own, whether it be personal or
gleaned from a fellow traveller.
Her first published collection of
poetry was issued in 2012 and
she is currently working on some
short stories and a memoir.

Anyone with a poem to read is
encouraged to participate in the
open mic portion of the evening.
Sign up at 6:45 p.m.; readings
beginat 7.

J—
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My name is Katie Hicks and | am the
newest addition to the Salt Spring Island
Team! | transferred to Salt Spring this past
August from the Northwest Territories and have
already fallen in love with this beautiful Island.
I have been in the Financial Services Industry
for 5 years and it was through this experience
that | developed a passion for providing quality
customer service, financial planning, and a
desire to help people achieve their goals.

Did you know BMO was the
first bank on Salt Spring Island, I
and it opened in 19462 Please
come in and say hello. Mention P
this ad and receive a small gift!

BMO (&8

We're here to help.

/\

B.C. Licenced

ThisWeeks .~ .+
noroscope

by fflichael @'Connor

Www.sunstarasirology.com

sSunstarasirology@gmail.com *

1.888.552.2936

Tip of the Week:

From the perspective of Astrology, the interactions of the far planets which produce rather long
segments of time (500 years for Neptune/Pluto cycles), can measure and identify evolutionary
themes and then observe their synchronistic expressions at key intervals. For example, an
important cycle involving Uranus and Pluto, which are currently forming the 6th of 7 exact
‘square aspects’, (90 degree angle = challenge yet creation of new developments and realities)
is fast approaching and will occur on December 14th. The root event, or conjunction (both
planets sharing same degree of longitude), of this approximately 200 year cycle occurred in
1965. This constitutes this first quarter or what is symbolically linked to spring which, in turn,
is associated with Aries and symbolizes new beginnings. This recent 7 conjunction process
(due to both planets turning retrograde) began in June 2012 and the last one will occur in
mid-March 2015. (2 very close alignments on cither end can also be counted for a total of 9
conjunctions the first of which occurred in late summer 2011 coinciding with the Occupy Wall
Street demonstrations which quickly became a global movement, and the last one will occur
in January 2016). The deeper story of this evolutionary cycle is linked to gender equality and
the basic realization that, like Yin and Yang, neither gender is ‘better’ than the other and nor
should one have more social, political and legal rights than the other. Upon reflection, there are
strong and clear indications based on key events such as the gang rapes in India causing death
leading to capitol punishments in 2012 and more recently with former radio host and celebrity
Jian Ghomeshi. A further extension of this revolution will likely contribute to the ongoing
confrontation to patriarchal authority which constitutes the foundations of many of the worlds
religions. This segment of the revolutionary process will come to the fore while Saturn transits
through Sagittarius (Dec. 23 2014 - Dec. 20 2017) which will also coincide with Jupiter in
Virgo, Libra and Scorpio. These time spans may seem far and wide, yet in light of the themes
discussed and their global implication they are very close indeed. Yes, a new order in the world

is emerging and the ability to measure these revolutionary, evolutionary movements is possible
based on the observance of cycles of time. This same principle of cycles of time can be applied

Unitarians address timely topic

Visiting chaplain Amanda Tarling will address the topic
of courage at the Unitarian Fellowship service on Sunday,
Dec. 7 at the Salt Spring Seniors Centre, beginning at
10:30 a.m.

Tarling explains she deliberately chose to take on this
topic during December.

“Ithink it is a time when we do need to find courage to
get through what many find to be a very depressing and
challenging time,” she said.

“I think courage is the spiritual side of bravery, and we
will explore this on Sunday morning. We will look at the
ways in which being a person of courage leads to finding
deeper meaning in life.”

Tarling will return to Salt Spring to follow up on the
theme with a coffee morning and discussion group at the
Morningside Organic Bakery and Café on Thursday, Dec.
11 at 11:45 a.m. Anyone who is interested can attend and
join the conversation, which will centre on “who in our
lives has been a role model of courage and when courage
failed us and what we did about it.”

« Write a story of 500 words or less
whose topic relates to Christmas or
the Christmas season.

The deadline for our annual writing
contest is Thurs. December 11th.
Win a cash prize for a story of up to
500 words about Christmas

or the Christmas Season.

g DRIFTWOOD
GULF
ISLANDS
MEDIA

Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@qulfislandsdriftwood.com

Home Inspector

Conveniently Available Online

Contact a program adviser at 604.899.0803
or email info@ashtoncollege.com.

ashtoncollege.com/HIC

Aﬁ Ashton is a proud partner of CAHPI (BC)
C.

604.899.0803 | 1.866.759.6006
www.ashtoncollege.com

Ashton College o e ®

we build careers

Ashton

« All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to Grade
12 are eligible.

- Stories will be judged by retired teachers and
librarians on quality of writing, clarity of presenta-
tion and originality of theme.

- Winning entries will be published in the
Driftwood in December.

- The name, age, address and telephone number
of the writer must be written on the back of each
entry.

- Send entries to the Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges
Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or
fax to 250-537-2613.

« For more information, call 250-537-9933.

Teachers: Classes with the highest participation

level are eligible to win a donation of $100 made on
behalf of the class to the charity of their choice!

to your life as well.

Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 20) Sometimes the
attitude of ‘go big’ is the best approach, like
now. This implies some very real revolutionary
actions. Social and cultural themes which
may include travel are featured. Philosophical,
religious and other truth secking themes may
also be evident. In any case, this is your cue
and opportunity to break through to a new
level of realization.

Taurus (Apr 20 — May 21) A metamorphic
process is underway. Positively, it is coinciding
with a steadily emerging quality of increased
confidence. It includes pushing through both
inner and outer walls of limitation. These may
be literal as in certain people and circumstances
tending to hold you back and they could be
psychological. This is a call to learn by way
of action.

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 21) An expansive cycle
continues. It includes meeting new people,
thinking more expansively, and generally seeing
a bigger picture. Get ready for a revolutionary
resolve to do what it takes and what you must
to push through and beyond. Your biggest
obstacles may be your own limiting self-
concepts and perspectives. Open your mind
and your world will follow.

Cancer (Jun 21 - Jul 22) A big increase in
the quality of your daily rhythm and routine
is likely now. Making your imagination work
for you and not against is a key factor. Avoid
worry and negative visions of the future. Bring
your focus to current realities and brainstorm
for ideas and solutions. Take an inventive
approach and be open to the genius and
ingenuity of others.

Leo (Jul 22 - Aug 23) That saying, fortune
favors the bold’ is a good one to consider now.
The time is right to play a little harder and
take a few risks. Among the more important
considerations is to decipher what you want
and how to get and/or do it. Aim to help
other key payers see the bigger picture that you
are envisioning. Strategize to achieve mutual
success.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sep 22) A focus upon
creative and cultural activity close to home
will prove satisfying now. Hardly an idle cycle,
you will feel inspired to initiate, activate and
nurture your talents, schemes and dreams. To
these ends, discipline is a key word. This means
get clear, take action and follow-through.
Measurable progress over the coming weeks
will be your reward.

\

Libra (Sep 22 - Oct 22) New thoughs,
ideas and perceptions are percolating in
your mind. These may be the result of new
information and knowledge. In turn, they are
activating your own creative genius. The larger
backdrop reveals a steadily changing chorus of
relationships. Gaining clear reflections of your
expressions and projections are a feature of a
rapidly emerging learning curve.
Scorpio (Oct 22 - Nov 21) What do you
have, want and need and not? Deciphering
what to keep and advance with versus what
to leave behind is an important question.
Attending to the energy flow of your life begins
at home. Creating change in your home reveals
adjustments in the overall feel and atmosphere.
At deeper levels there are all reflections of your
own changing interests and priorities.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 - Dec 21) Initiating
new momentums continues. An experiential
and experimental attitude and approach is
implied. Your energy levels should be running
quite high now and this trend will increase
over the coming wecks. By stepping out and
taking risks you are exercising your confidence,
creativity and will power. This will soon
become the new norm.
Capricorn (Dec 21 - Jan 19) Balancing the
urge to step out of the limelight or at least
to get things done behind the scenes with
ambitions to push forward continues. This
push has to do with innovation, improvement,
adjustment and quite possibly revolution. This
mood and attitude will be evident at home,
with your family and/or within you. Focus to
access all external resources available.
Aquarius (Jan 19 - Feb 19) An expansive
cycle is steadily rising. It is leading you to
broaden your perspectives and horizons. This
includes adjustments of self-concept, attitude,
belief and philosophy. Meeting existing
circumstances with these shifts of perspective
will help you to be more flexible, innovative
and willing. Work to trust the changing
currents.
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) Taking new leads
and initiatives is in the spotlight. To succeed
you will have to make both inner and outer
efforts. The inner work implied is to confront
and overcome inner blocks, restrictions and
resistances. A key to this end is to broaden your
scope and to cultivate an inspired vision. The
main goal is professional and social expansion
and advancement.

S
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PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com
By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.,
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3
Payment
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

sdri

BOOK YOUR AD

ON-LINE
Book your classifieds online -
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or

beclassified.com

t w o o .com OR 1-855-310-3535 « OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY
DEADLINES WHAT IT COSTS YOUR AD ON-LINE
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm 3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS: All ads booked in
\4‘/”“’ ad deadiine: Tuesday 9.30am $14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea the Driftwood Classifieds
00 Late To Classify: Tuesday 1pm 3 .
= All ads are posted to BCClassified.com appear on-line at
%: EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS: www.beclassified.com
i p 3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea Auto ads also listed on line at
5 DISPLAY ADS: $12.88 per col. inch www.bcautocentral.com

Iiclassified.com

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing le is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS
Violet Ann Hare FRANKLIN
(nee: Jetends ¢/ GILBERT
KNEEBONE Saturday Dec. 6 /9:00 - 3:00

Born: Lac St. Anne, Alberta,
27 July, 1926
Died: Salt Spring Island, B.C.,
30 November, 2014

Violet was born in the Metis settlement on the shores
of Lac Ste. Anne, a lake sacred to First Nations and Metis
peoplefromallacross Canada. She returned almost every
year for the annual Lac St. Anne Pilgrimage in order to
honour her ancestors, in particular her grandmother. A
lifetime resident of Edmonton and more recently Calgary,
she came to love Salt Spring Island, moving here in 2013
to live with her daughter (Carol Ann Arnold, nee Brown)
and son-in-law (Stephen), Island residents since 2001.
She is also survived by a son, Richard Norman Brown
of Calgary; two granddaughters: Forest M. Arnold
(Vancouver); Stephanie M. Arnold-Simonpietri (Pascal;
Paris, France); one grandson, Jarrett E. Brown (Calgary),
and one great-grandson, Hugo Paul Simonpietri (Paris).

Before beginning school at age 7, “Vi” spoke only
Cree (Michif). Cruelly, she was made to begin her
working life at the age of 8, being farmed out to keep
house and to give care to elderly and infirm people in
the area. Daily she trudged several miles to and from
jobs and school, even on the fiercest days of winter.
Eventually she gained some relief by being given use of
a sled and dogs, before finally being loaned a horse. The
sum of her wages was $5 a month. When aged 16 she
became a cook for large “extra gangs” on the Northern
Alberta Railroad. Approximately a year later she began
to cook in lumber camps, where she met her eventual
husband, Norman Brown.

In the last days of World War II, her dear brother
Norman was killed in the battle to liberate Holland.
At about that time Vi moved from the bush to the city
of Edmonton where she worked as a housekeeper in
local hospitals. Able to afford only the most modest
accommodation, in the poorest area of the city, she
was nevertheless a “Tiger Mother”, insisting that her
children get the education she could never get for
herself. Her daughter and son were the first -- and as
far as they know -- the only members of an enormous,
extended family to earn university degrees (Carol
earning four and “Rick”, two), with both receiving many
professional accolades during their careers. Carol
became the teacher her mother had always wanted to
be. Once having an empty nest, Vi went back to school
to earn a General Education Diploma with an emphasis
on the Teachers’ Aid Program in order to find a way
to express her love for children. She never joined the
teaching profession because her legs, so harmed by
heavy toil and inadequate winter protection during her
childhood, were not equal to the physical demands of
teaching, and also because the abandonment and abuse
she had experienced when so young had left her with
chronically low self-esteem and a feeling of inferiority.
Her emotionally crippling early experience was at least
compensated by the great pride she felt for her children,
a sense of pride that her children felt in turn for her.

In spite of the struggles that weighed upon her, Vi's
personality was that of a resourceful individual who
often had a great sense of fun. She was especially
thrilled to travel several times in Europe and once
spent nearly 2 months in East Africa during periods
when her son-in-law held positions in French and East
African universities. Right up to her 70s she loved to ride
motorcycles, touring Canada’s eastern seaboard and the
American South-west with her son Rick. She also loved
parties, of which she was often the life, a raconteur
with a bag full of jokes for any occasion. Many of her
stories were coaxed from her over and over, year after
year at family gatherings. Her passage leaves a large
void in many lives to be filled eventually by her legacy of
indomitable spirit which will motivate strength in those
who were fortunate enough to know her or the story of
her life.

Vi's family would like to thank the staff of the Lady
Minto Extended Care Unit and Doctors Gummeson and
Crichton for their compassionate care.

A Catholic funeral will be held on Salt Spring Island
this coming Saturday.

Jan 3, 1924 - Nov. 28, 2014

Franklin Gilbert (Gil) Kneebone
of Salt Spring Island, BC, died
peacefully on November 28th
2014, in his 90th year at Lady
Minto Hospital.

Gil was born on January 3rd
1924 in Franklin New Jersey, a few minutes after his
twin brother Wilber, son of the late Susie and John
Kneebone, and older brother to John and Calvin. When
Gil was a toddler his family moved back to his parent's
homeland, Cornwall England.

Gil moved to Canada in 1964, joined the Teamsters
Union of Vancouver and enjoyed a long career with
Bekin's Moving and Storage which took him all over
BC. He met and married the love of his life, June Rose
and together they began their life of adventures and
travelled the globe with groups of friends. Gil's love of
scuba diving was extreme, loved warm or cold water
diving as long as he could throw on a tank and jump in
the water he was happy.

Gil leaves behind his daughter Melanie and son in
law Simon Morris of Salt Spring Island, Grandson Tyler
and wife Janine Morris of Victoria BC, Granddaughter
Robin and husband Aaron Little, and his four Great
grandchildren by Robin - Kamryn, Mikayla, Levi and
Lauren who all live in Perth Australia, step daughter
Louise Hoy and husband John Rupp of Renton
Washington, his two brothers John Kneebone of
Richmond BC and Calvin Kneebone of Cornwall
England, cousin Paul Kneebone and wife Karen of
Whitby, Ontario, and of course many friends and family
far and wide.

He was preceded in death by his beloved wife June
Rose and twin brother Wilber

Gil was moved from Victoria BC into Greenwoods
Elder Care in 2007 as he was in the early stages of
dementia and his family wanted him close by. They took
such great care of him and he in turn looked to them
like family and loved being there, always had a smile
and a hello for anyone who stopped by whether he
remembered them or not.

He was a jolly little Cornish man, who lived life as it
came with no fuss or muss, pasty in hand and a song
in his heart!!

I dearly love a pasty, a ‘ot leaky one;

With mayt, turmit and taty, h’onyon and parsley in ‘un
The crus’ be made weth suet, shaped like “alf a moon;
Crinkly h'edges, freshly baked ‘e es alway gone too soon!

A celebration of life will be held for family and close
friends at Noon on Saturday January 3rd 2015 at Ruckle
Park, Salt Spring Island. Donations in his name to the
Dementia and Alzheimer's Association are always
appreciated

1115 BEAVER POINT ROAD.

? Giant Sample Sale
Hundreds of giftable samples, brand new
product, at 75% off retail (at least!). Pretty
and puzzles, journals and notebooks, jewellery,
bath and body care products, home decor,
humour gifts, kitchen and more.

One day only, crazy discounts and deals!

~ stationery, candles, baby gifts and toys, books

INFORMATION INFORMATION

aeaid

Making a difference...together

INTERESTED IN GETTING INVOLVED??

Volunteers wanted to serve
as members of various Commissions

Terms are for two years, starting January 1 each year.

Salt Spring Island Parks and Recreation Commission - includes
8 members of the public, plus the CRD Director for Salt Spring.
PARC is responsible for the establishment, ongoing operation and
maintenance of community parks, trails and recreation services and
facilities.

Salt Spring Transportation Commission — includes 8 members
of the public, plus the CRD Director for Salt Spring. The Commission
serves in an advisory role to the CRD and to BC Transit on matters
related to the transit service and to transportation related
community needs and projects. On transit matters, the Commission
advises on bus service funding, schedules, routes and other details
of the service.

Salt Spring Community Economic Development Commission
— includes 7-9 members of the public, plus the CRD Director for Salt
Spring. The Commission is currently impl ing a ¢ ity
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THRIFT SHOP

Silent Auction in
progress...come and
make a bid!

Auction ends Saturday
Dec. 13th 12 noon.
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Looking for the
perfect Christmas gift?

Consider West Coast
Dancing. How about
something that is good
for you but cheaper and
more fun that a gym
membership; better for you
and |asts longer than a box
of chocolates; and can be
enjoyed world wide? Why
not give a certificate for
membership in a club that
provides an inexpensive
physical, mental AND
social work out. Suitable for
couples or singles — how
about the whole family.
12 weekly lessons starting
Monday, January 12, 2015
for $50.00 per person (couple
or family rates available).

For more information,
contact Marilynne at
250-537-5356 or
almarcun@telus.net.

economic development strategy for the island.

Application forms are available by email at Saltspring@crd.hc.ca
OR
at the CRD Electoral Area office at 145 Vesuvius Bay Road
Mon to Fri 8:30am-4:30pm

Phone 537-4448 for more information
Please submit your application form to:

CRD Electoral Area Management Services
145 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 1K3
or Saltspring@crd.bc.ca

PERSONALS

MEET SINGLES right now! No
paid operators, just real peo-
ple like you. Browse greetings,
exchange messages and con-
nect live. Try it free. Call now:
1-800-712-9851.

LOST AND FOUND

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Women

We invite everyone to attend a

Candlelight Vigil

Centennial Park
Saturday, Dec. 6", 6:00 pm

To honour and remember all women who have
been killed by violence

Sponsored by
ﬂ sswee-vea (|

Empowering Youth for a Better Tomorrow

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

il . \
$250 REWARD! LOST Sia-

mese cat. Our 2 little girls

have lost their best friend
Wolverine (aka Wolvie or
Zed). Please help find their
lost & dearly loved pet. 9
month old Seal Point Siamese
with ear tattoo. Last seen Oct.
18, by Christmas Hill. 250-
389-0184 alinaf @shaw.ca

FOUND - Envelope of Info @
Barb’s Bun’'s around Thanks-
giving. Send email to claim

IN MEMORIAMGIFTS INFORMATION
( Salt Spring \ Advertise in the
HOSPICE 2015 - 2017
BC Freshwater
Fishing Regulations
Synopsis
faones Please call Annemarie
1.800.661.6335 or email:
Your dotmtion fish@blackpress.ca
hel})s o pratlule DID YOU KNOW? BBB Ac-
suppart to tbose credited  Businesses  must
b d pass a comprehenfsive screen-
7 ing process. Look for the 2014
LD ymg. BBB Accredited Business Di-
rectory E-edition on your Black
250-537-2770 Press  Community Newspaper
saltspringhospice.org website at
www.blackpress.ca.
You can also go to
http://vi.bbb.org/directory/
and click on the 2014 BBB

Accredited Business Directory

dragonflyjustice @ hotmail.com

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
NO Risk Program. STOP
Mortgage & Maintenance Pay-
ments Today. 100% Money
Back Guarantee. FREE Con-
sultation. Call Us NOW. We
Can Help! 1-888-356-5248.
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PERSONAL SERVICES HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

TRAVEL FINANCIAL SERVICES DRAFTING & DESIGN MISCELLANEQOUS FOR SALE HOMES FOR RENT
RV LOT rentals $8.95 a day. 2010 YARD MACHINES
362 days of sunshine, pers. | RAPID DEBT RELIEF... 2 stage SNOW THROWER,
events, ~ classes, entertain- NO Interest + LOW Payments LET’S 30" auger. electric start, yard ISLAND
ment.h Res?rve by1 11/01/2811"- There is Special Government Legislation GET ngéDmagua{ &ffkey& N%‘ggg‘
www.hemetrvresort.com.  Call: that ailg tored DEBT est offer over .
1-800-926-5593 o mbyf :',pom'ey g"ocye, = STARTED Call: 250 537-9301 EXPLORER

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

25 ROOM Imperial Motel for
sale in Grand Forks...$789K.
Contact

andrewsmith1951 @shaw.ca
(Owner) for more information.

AMBITIOUS? EARN an aver-
age of $3000/wk. This is your
golden opportunity! Dial 1-800-
828-6536 and leave a msg.

GET FREE vending machines.
Can earn $100,000 + per year.
All cash-retire in just 3 years.
Protected Territories. Full de-
tails call now 1-866-668-6629.
Website: www.tcvend.com

THE DISABILITY Tax Credit.
$1,500 yearly tax credit.
$15,000 lump ‘'sum refund (on
avg). covers: hip/knee replace-
ments, arthritic joints, COPD.
For help applying call 1-844-
453-5372.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION
is an in-demand career in
Canada! Employers  have
work-at-home positions
available. Get the online train-
ing you need from an employ-
er-trusted program. Visit:
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-888-
528-0809 to start training for
your work-at-home career to-
day!

Call KYLE for a FREE CONSULTATION
1-855-812-6767
ABAKHAN

& Associates Inc.
P

Good people fo know in Himes of frouble

Serving Communities
Throughout Vancouver island

www.abakhan.com

We'll hielp you get a fresh start!

Bring your sketches & ideas and
together we'll design (or upgrade)
your dream home. Through the use
of computer-aided drafting, we'll
quickly produce the working drawings
you'll take to your contractor.

HELSET DESIGN
250.537.1037
Ask for Jim

ARE YOU $10K Or More In
Debt? DebtGo can help re-
duce a significant portion of
your debt load. Call now & see
if you qualify. 1-800-351-1783.

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit?  Bills?  Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420
www.pioneerwest.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting,
software & networking sup-
port. We do house calls.
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up
your important data now!

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR SCHOOL.
NO  Simulators.  In-the-seat
training. Real world tasks.
Weekly start dates. Job board!
Funding options.
SignUp online!
1-866-399-3853

iheschool.com

MEDICAL/DENTAL

KWAKIUTL
BAND COUNCIL
seeking full-time
Community Health Nurse
in Port Hardy. Email:
health-director @kwakiutl.bc.ca
for job description
or to apply by Dec. 14th,
or fax (250) 949-6066.

TRADES, TECHNICAL

LOCAL logging company looking
for full time processor operators.
Competitive wages and benefits

CONCRETE & PLACING

GULF
;:.* COAST
MATERIALS

Serving the Gulf Islands|

¢ Concrete

* Concrete Pumps
* Sand/Rock

* Rebar

¢ Bagged Cement
¢ Colour & Sealers

Small Load Pick Ups
Available at Yard

345 Rainbow Road

plan. Experience an asset but 250-537-2611
would be willing to train. Email re-
sumes to:
smallpinelogging @yahoo.ca
INFORMATION INFORMATION

n’; Grand Opening - December 1984!
’ 30 Wonderful Years and

Still Enjoying My Lovely Clients

Open House: Thursday, Dec. llth

Dear Pharmasave Customers:

Our Customer Appreciation Day in December will be:
Thursday, December 18th
(as we will be closed on Christmas Day)

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULL  SERVICE  Plumbing
from Parker Dean. Fast, re-
liable, 24/7 service. Take $50
off your next job if you present
this ad. Vancouver area. Call
1-800-573-2928.

PETS

PETS

CKC CHOC/BLK lab pups,
gorgeous, top quality, gentle
nature, $1200. 250-897-6275.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FIREARMS

WANTED: FIREARMS. All
types wanted, estates, collec-
tions, single items, military.
We handle all paperwork and
transportation. Licensed Deal-
er. 1-866-960-0045 or online:
www.dollars4guns.com.

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL'S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

PAUL'S FIREWOOD
GREAT SERVICE!
Serving Salt Spring
for 33 years
250-537-4660

Paul Konig
Will BUY firewood logs

GARAGE SALES

103 BONNET AVE. - Lions
Garage Sale & Drop Offs: Fri-
days & Saturdays only. 10am -
12 noon.  Many household
items. We do not accept large
appliances, draperies or cloth-
ing. Drop-off accepted Friday
& Saturday mornings only.
Please NO garbage!!

DUNCAN FOAM
AND FUTONS

Sofa cushions too soft?
Mattress too hard or
needs replacement?

RV, boat cushions
need work?

We can help!
Replacement foam,
latex foam.

We can sew RV or boat
cushion covers.

4485 Trans Canada Hwy,
uncan
1- 250-746-0702

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS.
Best price. Best quality. All
shapes & colours available.
1-866-652-6837
www.thecoverguy.com/
newspaper?

MEAT GRINDER, commer-
cial grade - Stainless Steel.
Original cost $3,000. Offers
welcome. 250-537-9790

STEEL BUILDINGS/metal
buildings 60% offt 20x28,
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,
60x150, 80x100 sell for bal-
ance owed! Call 1-800-457-
2206 or visit us online
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

YAMAHA Disklavier DC5M4T
67" grand piano rec/plays,
quiet/silent modes w/remotes.
Exc. cond. Asking $50,000
Please call (250) 537-9659
More info at www.disklavier.ca

RENT

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

1,068 SF for lease, Merchant
Mews nr. Ganges. Skylights,
baydoor, upstrs office, bthrm.
Richard, 250-380-1669 (Vic.)

1,127 SF at Merchant Mews
near Ganges. Elegant office
unit, mezz., conf. rm. (250)

380-1669 Richard (Victoria)

HOMES FOR RENT

1 BDRM, Lower level walk-
out, newly renovated, 5 appli-
ances, propane fireplace,
great location, close to hospi-
tal. $850 + util. NS, references
reqd. 250 537-6839

UPPER GANGES CENTRE
2nd Floor - 1 prof. office,
Chair Lift, street level retail
space - 1072 sq.ft. Ample
parking.

Call Mary Lou: 250-537-5528

CHILDREN'S MISCELLANEQUS

CHILDREN'S MISCELLANEOUS

QPY 15¢
*? 442

olaper Se\"'\c'0

We are a complete cloth diaper
pickupl/delivery service. Once a week
our friendly driver will arrive in our
pink van and exchange your dirty
cloth diapers for nice clean ones.
Convenient and affordable, from just
$25.55/week! We make cloth diapering
as easy as using disposables. No
rinsing or scraping required. You can
enjoy more time with baby while we take care of your
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to
bring our awesome service to Salt Spring!
Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com
or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377

for more info or to get started!

Property
Management Ltd.

www.island
explorerproperties
.com

250-537-4722
1-800-800-9492

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, management

L company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

STORAGE

STORAGE

+ All units heated
» Humidity control
« 9 foot height
+ 24 hours access

MID ISLAND
STORAGE

250-537-4722

TRANSPORTATION

CARS

1995 FORD ESCORT wagon,
$1,200 OBO. Air, power win-
dows/locks, MP3 player, 4 cyl-
inder automatic 250 537-9534

2000 FORD truck 1995. 1999
Ford Explorer 1995. 2000
Toyota rav4 1995. 2003 Hon-
da  2995. 2006 VW diesel
7888. 2006 Dodge pickup
4995.  Eagleridge  855-200-
3899

SPORTS & IMPORTS

2003 TOYOTA, 125,000km,
serviced regularly, good condi-
tion, $4,000. 250 537-1455

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
FOR SALE

1994 GOLDEN FALCON, 26
ft. camper, stove, walk-in
shower, microwave, back bed-
room, elec. furnace. Located
in a beautiful fenced space to
rent or you haul away. Toilet
is missing, some minor flaws.
Asking $3,500 250 537-6787

TRUCKS & VANS

1996 GMC JIMMY $4000.00
4 door. 4x4. New ftires.
175,000 kms.(250) 538-8087

MARINE

BOATS

2 PLACE ULTRA-LITE Float
plane $12,000. Call 250 537-
9605 for details.

OLDE STYLE - Converted
Gillnetter 35" X 10, 125hp
Chrysler Crown gas engine.
$10,000. Rod 250-538-8304

Attention New Salt Springers!

Don't miss your opportunity
for a great welcome visit.
Call Jennifer today for your
greeting, gifts & useful info.

~

view online at
gulfislandsaqua.com

inside

Calendar of
events for
Salt Spring

ACREAGES

LOTS
TOWNHOUSES
OMMERCIAL

view online at
gulfislandsrealestate.ca

Concerts and Activities
=* Songs of the Season “*

AVAILABLE NOW

250-653-9222

LCOME%

AGON

% All customers receive 15% off
¥&2  most items in the store.

at the
DRIFTWOOD OFFICE

&4

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition
Since 1930 SiNcE 1930 )

Wishing you and your family all the very best this festive season!

N — LU
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Saturday, December 6th, 2014
9am to 6pm

* Enjoy hot apple cider,
food samples and special one-day pricing
* Preview new Christmas floral designs
* Door prizes
* 10% discount on Christmas floral orders
see in store for details

THRIFTY FOODS" i %W
SALTSPRING ™

114 Purvis Lane * 250 537 1522 - www.thriftyfoods.com
R3




