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NEWSBEAT

CALL GAIL, SEAN OR ELIZABETH IF YOU
SEE NEWS HAPPENING - 250-537-9933

DRIFTWOOD

Early deadlines in place for next
issue of the Driftwood paper

Deadlines for editorial copy for the Dec. 28 issue
of the Driftwood will be much earlier than normal
due to the Christmas holidays.

People wanting items in that issue of the paper
should have them into the office at 328 Lower
Ganges Rd. or sent by email by 3 p.m. on Thursday,
Dec. 22. Depending on space availability, some
items could be accepted up until noon on Friday,
Dec. 23.

What'’s On calendar submissions will also be
received until noon on Dec. 23.

Send letters to the editor, Rants & Roses, press
releases or inquiries to news@gulfislands.net, or

call editor Gail Sjuberg at 250-537-9933, ext. 210
for specific requests.

What's On calendar items can be sent to news@
gulfislands.net or calendar@driftwoodgimedia.
com.

The display and classified advertising deadline
for the Dec. 28 issue will be Thursday, Dec. 22 at
4p.m.

The Driftwood office will also be closed on
Monday-Tuesday, Dec. 26-27, and re-opens on
Wednesday, Dec. 28 at 8:30 a.m.

For news updates, see www.gulfislandsdrift-
wood.com or our Facebook page.

North End Gitness XMAS,FIT KIT

VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION
131 MCPHILLIPS AVE.
537-2701

SALTSPRING

SOAPWORKR

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SING-ALONG: Valdy and Kathleen Horsdal lead carol singing at the
Extended Care Unit at Lady Minto Hospital on Monday, before enjoying a
special holiday meal with residents, family and friends.

FIRE DISTRICT

Fire training site props
purchase and architect
for new hall underway

Trustees, staff urge
forward movement

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWO0D STAFF

Salt Spring’s fire trustees have real-
ized the completion of a long-held
dream with the end of construction
on the new Fulford training site.

Contractor Hans Hazenboom
delivered a report at the board’s reg-
ular monthly meeting Monday night,
stating the project is “99.99 per cent
done,” requiring only some adjust-
ments to a storage tank and a lock for
the main propane valve.

“Overall it’s all there and it all
seems to work well. I think it’s a
wonderful achievement the board
has been working on for about five
years,” chair Michael Schubart said.

Further to a request from the fire-
fighters at last month’s meeting, the
board passed a motion to prepare a
draft bylaw to finance $75,000 for the
purchase of a training unit for the
site, should an expected year-end
surplus not materialize.

In new business, Schubart pro-
posed the new fire hall project had
reached a point where it was appro-
priate to discuss the architect and
builder. Debate between the trust-
ees arose following the suggestion to
continue retaining Johnston David-
son Architecture, the firm that had
been selected by the building com-
mittee when a different fire hall site
was proposed four years ago.

Trustee Mark Lucich, who came to
the board in 2011, stated he would
not be able to give his support to a
process that he had not been part of,
despite having access to the records
about it.

Trustees Mary Gillies, Richard
Hannah and Bruce Patterson each
spoke about the lengthy and thor-
ough process that had taken place,

and warned against repeating a step
that had already been successfully
accomplished with the help of tax-
payer dollars. The architects have
won a number of awards for fire hall
design and were the clear frontrun-
ners, trustees said.

“It was really, really arduous and I
don't see any value in going through
the whole thing again,” said Gillies.

The board passed the motion to
retain Johnston Davidson without
objection, but hit a snag when it
came to a decision on the contractor.
Hans Hazenboom had been selected
for the proposed 2007 project and
constructed the training ground site.

Lucich again registered a warning
about public perception, and the
board approved a motion made by

“Overall it’s all there and it

Ill

all seems to work well.

MICHAEL SCHUBART
SSI Fire Protection District board
chair

trustee Ron Chamney to table the
decision until next month, so that he
could review the previous selection
process.

Captain Jamie Holmes, a career
firefighter, ended the meeting by
saying if new trustees debated every
decision made before their time,
then nothing would ever be accom-
plished.

“I think some stock has to be taken
in the fact that members of the com-
munity were elected and decisions
were made — they were tough deci-
sions and they were good decisions.
We have to take stock in that, other-
wise we go back to square one every
year.”
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Newsbeat

Heads up!

Community Sing-Along:
Wednesday, DECEMBER 21

ArtSpring, 7 p.m.

SMART METERS

Report disputes Hydro’s smart meter privacy plan

Privacy commissioner
states ‘much work to
be done’

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

An investigation to assess the
privacy and security of smart
meters being installed across the
province has revealed “areas for
improvement” in BC Hydro’s push
to complete installation by the end
of next year.

In a report released by the prov-
ince’s Office of the Information and
Privacy Commissioner on Monday,
privacy commissioner Elizabeth
Denham provides 14 recommen-
dations to improve the utility’s
public communications efforts
about privacy and security prac-
tices in relation to smart meters.

The majority of these outline
how the Crown corporation can
offer customers more information
about how it collects, stores and
uses energy-use data collected by
wireless smart meter technology.

“BC Hydro is required by law to
tell their customers the purpose
for collecting personal information
for the smart meters project, what
legal authority they have to do so
and to provide contact information
for a BC Hydro employee who can
answer any questions that arise
regarding collection,” Denham
said in a release that accompanied
the report. “Hydro is not currently
meeting this requirement, and

we've made some recommenda-
tions to help them improve their
customer notification.”

Although Denham commended
staff on work completed to date,
she cautioned “there is much
work to be done by BC Hydro with
respect to smart meters and the
smart grid.”

“While I am satisfied with the
work that has been done to date,
my office will continue to take an
active role in monitoring this proj-
ect to ensure BC Hydro is properly
considering privacy and security,”
Denham said.

The report was commissioned
after the OIPC received approxi-
mately 600 complaints from indi-
viduals who expressed concerns
about the wireless smart meters’
potential impact on privacy, and
security of personal information
and energy habits.

The report’s release coincides
with news BC Hydro and Corix
Utilities have started to replace
aging analogue units on Salt
Spring as part of a regular main-
tenance program. Although full-
scale replacement will not be
complete until the end of 2012,
about 200 property owners are in
line for these early upgrades.

Victoria Street resident Barbara
Dearing was among some of those
who received a visit last week.

“Luckily we were waiting for
them,” she said. “They haven't
come back, but we're waiting for
the next round.”

Dearing said installers attempt-

ed to install the meters in spite
of her repeated efforts to ask that
she be excluded from BC Hydro’s
smart meter upgrade list.

“The letter that I got from BC
Hydro had no phone number
and no contact and no return
address,” she said. “I just feel that
they're very sneaky about this
whole thing.”

A subcommittee of Gulf Island-
ers for Safe Technology called the
Island Smart Meter Alert Resis-
tance Team has stepped up its
effort to help islanders turn away
smart meter installers.

Cindy Verschoor, manager
of communications and public
affairs with BC Hydro, said the
company has worked hard to give
British Columbians more infor-
mation about smart meters.

“We do our very best to inform
people,” she said on Monday
morning.

Advertisements in local media,
personalized letters, website
information and community
meetings held before full-scale
installation in a given community
are among some of the avenues
BC Hydro has taken to get the
word out and gather public com-
ments, she said.

Although more than 99 per cent
of customers are accepting the
new wireless smart meter tech-
nology, the company fully intends
to address concerns raised in the
privacy commissioner’s report
by increasing its communication
efforts.

The smart meter debate continues with a report from the Office of the
Information and Privacy Commissioner released Monday.

BC Hydro has already put in
nearly a third of the 1.8 million
smart meters slated for instal-
lation in homes and businesses
across B.C.

“Before we do installations
we do meet with communities
beforehand,” she said.

Although no meetings on Salt
Spring have been scheduled to
date, Verschoor indicated such
opportunities will be forthcom-
ing between the spring and fall
of 2012. An invitation-only dia-
logue hosted by Carbon Talks and

BC Hydro will take place on Jan.
24 and 25 to discuss some of the
energy production and distri-
bution options available for the
community of Salt Spring Island.

Once people get the facts, Ver-
schoor said, customers tend to see
the technology as a beneficial and
necessary component of an up-
to-date and efficient power grid.

Anyone with comments or con-
cerns should contact BC Hydro by
email at smartmeters@bchydro.
com or by telephone at 1-800-224-
9376.

News briefs

Fulford ferry
holiday trips
restored

Travellers leaving from
Fulford on the Skeena
Queen this Christmas and
New Year’s days will find an
extra gift from BC Ferries
this year.

Falling on Sundays for
2011, each day of holiday
travel on the Fulford-Swartz
Bay route was originally
scheduled to begin with a
9 a.m. sailing from Swartz
Bay, meaning the first pas-
senger sailing from Salt
Spring would leave at 9:50.
An earlier sailing from the
Skeena Queen’s home berth
at Fulford would have gone
ahead without passengers at
7:50 a.m.

Media spokesperson Deb-
orah Marshall explained that
on aregular Sunday, the 7:50
a.m. sailing of the day does

leave without passengers so
that the vessel can refuel in
Swartz Bay. The schedule
was adjusted to include both
a fuel-up and a later sailing
for the holidays.

After looking into the mat-
ter for the Driftwood, Mar-
shall reported that fuel-ups
would not be happening on
holidays and the 7:50 a.m.
sailing would therefore be
added back to the schedule
both for Dec. 25 and Jan. 1,
although the 6:15 a.m. sail-
ing is cancelled.

For people planning to
travel further abroad over
the holidays, a BC Ferries
travel advisory warns that
past experience on the
Swartz Bay-Tsawwassen
route shows travel is likely
to be busy at various times
on Dec. 23, Dec. 26 to 29 and
Dec. 31 toJan. 2.

The Nanaimo-Horseshoe
Bay route is expected to
be similarly busy, with the
exception that Dec. 30 rath-

er than Dec. 31 could have
more traffic than usual.

Polar Bear
Swim

Island swimmers are get-
ting ready to brave the chilly
waters of Vesuvius Bay for
the annual Polar Bear Swim
on New Year’s Day, with
plunge time scheduled for
noon.

Cindy Clark, a long-
time participant, said the
swim has transformed into
an unofficial gathering in
recent years, without the
sponsorship and prizes
associated with past events.

However, with just as
many spectators as swim-
mers turning up last year,
Clark invites interested
community members to
volunteer by making hot
cocoa for the swimmers,
performing lifeguard duty
or doing the countdown.

Swimmers and volun-

teers can present them-
selves at Vesuvius Beach on
the day of the event.

Menorah
lighting on
Thursday

For the second con-
secutive year, Salt Spring
is included in a menorah
lighting and Chanukuh cel-
ebration from the Chabad
Vancouver Island.

The entire community is
invited to join in during the
official lighting ceremony
of the eight-foot-tall public
Menorah and enjoy sufgani-
yot — Israeli jelly donuts —
dreidels, chocolate gelt and
the sounds of Chanukah
music on Thursday, Dec. 22
beginning at 5:30 p.m.

The Salt Spring event
is one of a handful taking
place this week beginning
with ceremonies that took
place in Victoria on Dec. 20

and two more in Duncan
and Nanaimo on Dec. 21.

Impaired
driver issued
90-day ban

A Salt Spring man has
received a 90-day driving
prohibition after an inci-
dent that took place in the
early hours of Dec. 18.

Police observed a male
who was suspected to be
under the influence of
alcohol leaving the Moby’s
parking lot around 1:40
a.m. When the RCMP
member attempted to
pull him over, the driver
parked his vehicle in the
ditch.

The island resident
was brought back to the
detachment where he pro-
vided two breath samples
over the legal limit, result-
ing in the 90-day prohibi-
tion.

Ambulance
station
construction
continues

Salt Spring paramedics
will have to wait a little
longer before their new
station on Park drive is
complete, BC Ambulance
rep Wendy Hall said last
week.

“Work is well under-
way but we do not have
an occupy date yet,” she
reported.

The new station will
include a vehicle bay and a
separate residence area for
paramedics on duty. A pre-
vious site on Kings Lane
was destroyed by fire in
April of 2009. Paramedics,
ambulances and supplies
have been stationed at the
Sea Breeze Inne since that
time.
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Avre they tax efficient?
Call a trusted local professional!
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FIRE

Blaze quts Maliview duplex; no cause yet found

Neighbours help
out as fire rips

through building

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
AND GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD STAFF
Residents of a closely
knit residential neigh-
bourhood awoke to
bright red flames, plumes
of thick black smoke and
the crackle of burning
timbers as fire gutted a
Maliview Drive duplex on

Sunday morning.

“As soon as you see
black smoke like that, you
know it’s bad,” said Mike
Brown, one of the first
people who arrived at the
scene.

Brown caught sight of
the fire from his home at
about 9:15 a.m. Within
minutes, he was inside
one of the units, calling
out to see if anyone was
home. After he deter-
mined the unit was
empty, he moved to the

second suite, where he
encountered a wall of
thick smoke that filled
the room.

“There was no heroics,
it was just impulse,” he
said. “You can't help your-
self, it's your neighbours.”

Richard Williams was
another neighbour who
smashed through a fence
to get better access to the
property at 224 and 226
Maliview. He said the
powerful blaze appeared
to run through the home
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with a ferocious intensity
in minutes.

“It was kind of crazy,”
he said.

Pauline Bath was seat-
ed at her computer, a few
houses up the road, when
she was startled by a sud-
den noise.

“I was sitting at my
computer and heard kind
of like a popping sound
thatreminded me of a fire
cracker,” she said. “About
five minutes later, I began
to hear the sirens.”

When Bath emerged
from her home to check
things out, all she could
see was a tower of black
smoke that reached
toward the sky.

About 36 hours after
the blaze, Williams’
spouse, Karena MacAl-
lister, said she could still
smell what is left of the
burnt-out home across
the street.

She said watching the
former residents comb
through what is left of
their possessions has

been heartbreaking.

“It happened so quick-
ly,” she said. “For the next
couple of minutes [until
emergency crews arrived)
we just watched.

“It was such an eerie
silence with just a crackle
of this tremendous fire.”

When fire crews
arrived on scene, they
met a fully involved open
two-car garage, said Salt
Spring Island Fire Res-
cue chief Tom Bremner.
Luckily, none of the resi-
dents of either unit were
home when the fire broke
out.

The adjacent dwelling
is still standing but suf-
fered heavy heat, water,
fire and smoke damage,
he said. A car parked in
front of the garage was
also damaged.

Bremner said the fire's
intensity is not unusual
for a wooden complex of
this type.

“Once it got rolling, it
was really going,” he said.

Twenty firefighters

responded with six pieces
of equipment, and were
assisted by RCMP, BC
Ambulance Service and
BC Hydro crews.

An occupant of one
of the duplex units, who
is travelling in Guate-
mala, found out about
the fire while checking
her email at an internet
cafe. Moments before
she learned her home
was destroyed, Jill Tar-
swell questioned why so
many islanders had filled
her inbox with offers of
accommodation.

“I keep walking
through my house in
my mind. I can hardly
believe it isn't all there
to come home to,” she
wrote on Dec. 19. “I am
so thankful that while I
no longer have a house
I certainly have a home.”

An older couple who
lived in the adjacent unit
were at church during
the fire and are being
cared for by Emergen-
cy Social Services and

friends on the island.

Judy Tyson, a close
friend and fellow con-
gregation member, said
Anglican parishioners
have come together to
raise funds and help the
couple make it through
this difficult rime.

As a result of the cou-
ple’s request for privacy,
Tyson said fundraising
efforts will be conducted
through the parish office.

Although nobody was
injured as a result of the
blaze, the fire claimed
the life of the couple’s
18-year-old cat Pros-
pero.

Chief Bremner said
the fire rescue depart-
ment is working with
the residents’ insurance
company to determine
more information about
the fire's cause.

For more fire photos
and comments, see the
Driftwood’s Facebook
page at www.facebook.
com/gulfislandsdrift-
wood.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Firefighter Jamie Holmes at the scene before fire trucks arrived on Sunday morning. For more fire photos,
see facebook.com/gulfislandsdriftwood.
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EMPLOYMENT

Beacon Community Services takes
on WorkBC career help contract

Employment office
transfers in April

People seeking employment
services on Salt Spring will be
visiting a new office operating
under a new service provider
starting in April 2012, when Bea-
con Community Services takes
on the contract for a WorkBC
Employment Services Centre.

Beacon Community Ser-
vices announced its successful

ENVIRONMENT

bid for the contract under the
provincial government’s new
Employment Program of Brit-
ish Columbia on Dec. 13. The
not-for-profit company replac-
es CARE (Career Assistance &
Resources for Employment),
a branch of the Ethos Career
Management Group.

Kerry Readshaw, media
spokesperson for Beacon, said
the WorkBC model is slightly
different than what has been

because it’s a move toward “one-
stop shopping” in employment
services. Centre workers will be
able to assess clients’ skills and
needs, determine their eligibil-
ity for various programs and
help them secure and maintain
employment.

Readshaw said clients who
are currently working with other
employment offices will find the
WorkBC model will continue to
meet their needs throughout the
transition. New clients will find

things “a little crisper,” she said.

Readshaw noted that Bea-
con Community Services has
already been providing some
employment services to Gulf
Islands clients and will continue
to work with those people. The
group is currently in discussion
with Salt Spring Community
Services to find a shared office
space, to be announced early in
the new year.

The new WorkBC office is

( . Y
Bookkeeping, Payroll and
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Hikers shocked by logging

Park user's concern
prompts questions
over tree cutting

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWO0D STAFF

Large stumps and the smell
of fresh cut red cedar were the
last things Marjolyn Van Zanten
expected to experience while on
arecent walk through Dunbabin
Park off Robinson Road.

Van Zanten had wanted to
spend a quiet moment at the
memorial bench her fam-
ily bought through the island’s
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion earlier this year to com-
memorate her late spouse,
David McGann.

“What used to be a tranquil
spot with many old trees is now
right next to a recent clear-cut
and road construction,” Van
Zanten wrote in a letter to the
Driftwood.

Van Zanten, who now lives
closer to Ganges, was among a
group of neighbours who raised
concerns when the 6.6-acre
Dunbabin Park was created in
the early ‘90s in exchange for
rights to develop a group of
small lots along Stark Road.

The “hot issues” of the day,
she recalls, were the proximity
of septic fields to the Dunbabin
Creek and the effect of new wells
on residents’ existing water sup-
ply.

She fears the latest round of
work is going to add even more
pressure to what she says is an
already stressed ecosystem.

“Creating even more building
lots and septic fields is wrong,”
she said.

According to Brent Taylor, a
consultant with Polaris Land
Surveying Inc. who oversees the
project, the work greeting hikers
who set out on the Dunbabin
Trail from the Robinson Road
trailhead is part of a two-lot
development that is a continu-
ation of the original application.

Although the property own-
ers are technically permitted to
build “somewhere in the neigh-
bourhood of 22 or 24 homes”
on the property, which straddles
both sides of the creek, Taylor
said there are no plans to pursue
any further work.

“Even though they have more
densities, they’'ve decided to
retain a large intact portion of
land [south of the creek] in their
holdings,” Taylor said.

Taylor said the decision to
dedicate almost seven acres of
parkland nearly 20 years ago
was well in excess of what was

required.

A subdivision application
submitted to the province’s
Ministry of Transportation is
under review by various pub-
lic agencies and building is not
anticipated to begin for a year.
Appropriate storm-water runoff
and drainage studies have been
completed as part of the project.
Well water analysis will be con-
ducted later on in the process,
he added.

“We recognize that it is a sen-
sitive area and want to make
sure that, from a biologist’s per-
spective, nothing we are doing
is going to harm the creek,” he
said.

In an interview from south-
ern California, property owner
Joey Dunbabin said consider-
able effort was taken to ensure
no trees, other than those neces-
sary to make way for the devel-
opment, were cut.

According to PARC manager
Kees Ruurs, the logging’s impact
may be more obvious to hik-
ers because of the trail’s linear
nature along Dunbabin Creek.
Ruurs confirmed no trees were
removed from PARC property.

Islands Trust regional plan-

PHOTOS BY SEAN MCINTYRE
From top, Marjolyn Van Zanten with grandson Erik Terwiel at memo-
rial bench site; large stump next to new driveway.

ning manager Leah Hartley
confirmed the land owners are
entirely within their rights to go
ahead with the work.

“If it's not in an environ-
mental development
permit area, typically
there’s nothing that

regulates logging.”

LEAH HARTLEY
Regional planning manager,
Islands Trust

“Ifit’s not in an environmental
development permit area, typi-
cally there’s nothing that regu-
lates logging,” she said.

Some B.C. communities, such
as Metchosin near Victoria, have
enacted tree-cutting bylaws as a
way to maintain continuous tree
cover and preserve forests, eco-
systems and natural heritage.

scheduled to open April 2, 2012.
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DECORATED: Jackson LeCorre decorates the tree at the Tree House Cafe,

owned by his parents Mark and Terena LeCorre, at festivities earlier this month.

There's still time to enjoy seasonal fun, including a sing-along at ArtSpring
tonight, Dec. 21, and one at the Tree House on Friday, Dec. 23.

122 Upper Ganges Rd. at
the head of Ganges Harbour
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FIRE DISTRICT

Brinkworthy-area fire hall
debated at public meeting

Trustees try to assuage
concerns

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWO0D STAFF

Concerns about noise and loss
of farmland were raised at a pub-
lic meeting held Monday night to
discuss removing Lower Ganges
Road property from the Agricul-
tural Land Reserve to construct a
new fire hall.

Salt Spring fire board chair
Michael Schubart opened the
evening attended by about 30
people by describing the long
search for a new site, with the cur-
rent hall in Ganges deemed inap-
propriate for long-term use some
10 to 15 years ago. Fire trustees
have vetted other sites in the past,
including one on the corner of
Long Harbour Road that taxpay-
ers rejected by referendum four
years ago.

Schubart said the two-acre par-
cel on Lower Ganges Road near
Brinkworthy is by far the best
location the board has found and
it comes with the added bonus of
being offered by donation with no
strings attached.

A contingent of Brinkworthy
residents, living in homes not
far from the proposed site, aired
their concerns about increased
noise and light pollution and traf-
fic safety. Amanda Gamley said
aged seniors would not have the
choice of moving somewhere else
if they were bothered, and while
she could move, it would have to
be off Salt Spring.

Schubart countered the noise
would probably not be more than

— Full kitchen

— Totally-self contained

— Walking distance to all amenities
— Open-concept floor plan

— Natural light

— Parking, Cable, Heat, Hydro,
Housekeeping, Laundry, Daily meal,
Emergency call system

'— Stair-lift optional

Your Life. Your Way.

It's Easy at Heritage Place for Seniors

DELUXE APARTMENT AVAILABLE including:

Have
you
heard?

is already heard, since trucks
with sirens already have to pass
by Brinkworthy if travelling north
from Ganges. He further noted the
residents of Grace Point Square
have never complained about
noise from the existing fire hall,
and said the greater issue is public
safety for all.

“I just think in the larger
scheme of things, it’s not an
unreasonable intrusion for most
people,” he said, pointing out the
hall averages around two calls per
day and sirens are not needed on
every call.

“I don’t want to minimize your
concerns,” he added.

“We recognize that noise is an
issue for some people and we will
do what we can to minimize it.”

Schubart agreed to schedule
another public meeting at Brink-
worthy.

Ken Lee and Ted Hinds, two
Brinkworthy residents who are
also former fire board trustees,
said they were not worried about
noise and are firmly behind the
project, while another former
trustee, Tony Kennedy, urged
people to consult with the resi-
dents of Langford. He said that
station has never received noise
complaints from its neighbours,
despite being located right next to
arow of single family homes.

The central issue of the meet-
ing, regarding the removal of land
from the ALR, was addressed
mainly by Foxglove Farm and Gar-
den Supply owner Chris Schmah.
Schmah objected to removing
the parcel that had been actively
farmed as a hayfield for 80 years,
and predicted it would be the first

BOAT FIRE

Sailboat loss due to fire
devastates local couple

step in a process of urbanization.

“The issue is, why defend
the remaining farmlands when
they’re surrounded by develop-
ment,” he said.

Schubart said he saw the fire
hall as being the last piece in
an area that already holds the
RCMP station, the hospital, the
Legion hall and seniors housing,
and observed only a few scenar-
ios exist that make it possible to
take land out of the ALR (such as
emergency services.) He added
the two-acre parcel is a small part
of a 13-acre property.

Schubart asked the public
for ideas on how the fire district
could offset the removal by sup-
porting agriculture on the island
in other ways. No ideas were sug-
gested at the meeting.

Questions from the audience
regarding the size and specifica-
tions of the site determined the
building is imagined to be 12,000
to 16,000 square feet, which will
potentially include other agencies
such as search and rescue.

Although the idea of moving
BC Ambulance there as well had
been noted in the Islands Trust
application, Schubart said that
is unlikely to take place. Another
possible partner is the emergen-
cy operations centre. However,
actual building plans will not be
contracted unless permission to
use the land is granted.

The fire district is currently
seeking Islands Trust approval to
send its application to the Agri-
cultural Land Commission, and
hopes to have its answer at the
next local Trust committee meet-
ingonJan. 5.

-

Our deluxe second floor apartment is ready for you to move right in. The open concept floor plan
is architecturally inspired with high ceilings and a private balcony. The full kitchen is equipped
with modern appliances and there are two entrances for your convenience.

You may be as private or as social as you wish.
Imagine the convenience of having someone else take care of all the details.
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¥

www.HeritagePlace.info

Contact Teron Wolf, General Manager, at 250.537.8340
for further information and bookings.
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Docent vessel considered
part of the family

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Spring residents John and
Irene Gibbs have confirmed they
were the owners of the 46-foot sail-
boat destroyed by fire at the Royal
Vancouver Yacht Club dock last
week.

After owning the Docent for
more than 30 years, the Gibbs sadly
watched their boat succumb to
flames after being called out of their
beds at 3 a.m. last Monday.

“There’s not much that you can
say except that is was a very big part
of our lives, almost like a part of the
family,” Irene said in a later inter-
view.

“We're just grateful no damage was
done to any other property or people
— we were very sorry to hear of the
firefighter that fell. The dock was
very slippery that night.”

The Gibbs have lived on Salt Spring
ever since wrapping up a 10-year cir-
cumnavigation of the globe aboard
the Docent in 1988. Their decade-
long adventure, as recounted to Pat
Gould in a 2005 Driftwood story,
began in Nov. 1978 when Irene took
early retirement from her job as
docent at the Vancouver Museum,
and John did the same from his gov-
ernment position. (He had begun his

employment career in the military.)

The Gibbs departed from Van-
couver aboard their “dream boat,”
a Formosa 46 built in Taiwan. Their
adventures included sailing “the
wrong way” around the world in
pursuit of a good ice freezer, legend-
ary storms and a collision with an
uncharted rock.

The two also survived the har-
rowing situation that arose when
John suffered a heart attack some
700 nautical miles from shore some-
where between New Zealand and
Fiji while Irene struggled to keep the
boat pointed into a 50-knot wind.
The Gibbs then visited Australia for
around six months where John had,
and recovered from, open-heart sur-
gery.

Since settling down on Salt Spring
the Gibbs continued to enjoy the
Docent, navigating the Gulf Islands
as active members of the sailing club.
They hosted visits aboard for the pub-
lic during sailing club events, and one
of Irene’s fond memories of that peri-
od was hosting annual ladies cruises
— for 13 years she took out six to eight
women for three-day sails.

Even in less active times the
Docent was a cherished friend.

“It was still a big part of John’s life
because he used to go down to see
the boat every single day. It was like
his job,” Irene said.

Investigators determined the fire’s
cause to be accidental and presume
an electrical source.
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COURT

Drug offences dominate court docket

Coke dealing
sentence to come in
January

Sentencing of a former Salt
Spring man who pleaded
guilty last week to charges
related to cocaine trafficking
will be carried out in early
January, according to the pre-
siding judge in Ganges Pro-
vincial Court.

Court heard that local
RCMP officers arrested Dami-
an Richards, 37, following
an undercover “dial-a-dope”
operation in August 2010.

Police converged near the
Harbour House Hotel’s rear
entrance to make the arrest
after plain-clothes officers
had arranged to buy cocaine
from Richards.

Among items in Richards’
possession confiscated by
police were eight “spit balls”
of cocaine, two cell phones
and more than $1,000 in cash.

A joint submission submit-
ted by Richards’ lawyer and
federal crown counsel Tim
Morgan calls for a 12-month
conditional sentence, the first
half of which would be spent
under house arrest. Richards
lives in Victoria and is cur-
rently under a court order to

SCHOOL BOARD

not attend Salt Spring with-
out prior consent from his
probation officer.

Defence lawyer Chantal
Phillips said her client has
demonstrated an effort to
deal with his addiction issues
and improve his education
since the incident. She noted
Richards’ decision to traffic
cocaine was “driven by addic-
tion rather than profit.”

Judge Ernie Quantz said an
electronic monitoring brace-
let should be used to enforce
the house arrest, since it can’t
be done by court system per-
sonnel.

“The government hasn't
provided the funding [for
monitoring] and, quite hon-
estly, the conditional sen-
tence order is not worth the
paper it’s written on,” he
said.

“I routinely hear people
tell me that they are ready
to deal with their addiction,
thenIsee them shortly there-
after and they haven't done a
thing,” Quantz added. “I'm
willing to support you, but
you're either going to do it or
you are going to spend time
in jail.”

In other Ganges Provincial
Court news, Shayne Good-
win, 31, received a one-year
probation order after he

pleaded guilty to possession
of a controlled substance.

RCMP officers on patrol
in Centennial Park ques-
tioned Goodwin after they
detected a strong odour of
raw marijuana emanating
from Goodwin’s backpack.
Police later discovered sev-
eral small bags of marijuana
and psilocybin-containing
mushrooms.

Although Goodwin’s deci-
sion to enter a guilty plea
entitles him to some remorse,
federal crown counsel Tim
Morgan noted that circum-
stances were aggravated by
the defendant’s proximity to
the children’s playground in
the park.

Conditions of Goodwin’s
probation require he pay
a $200 fine and not attend
Centennial Park.

Officers responding to a
firearms complaint in a
parking lot near Barb’s Buns
may not have discovered
any illegal weapons on Jef-
frey McCarron, but they did
find small bags containing
approximately 29 grams of
marijuana.

McCarron told the court
he still has no idea what
prompted the weapons com-
plaint.

“I'm opposed to guns but

not marijuana,” he told the
court.

McCarron received a
conditional discharge and
is subject to a six-month
probationary sentence that
includes 20 hours of com-
munity service and an order
not to consume any illegal
drugs.

Salt Spring’s Dean Corn-
wall has been ordered to pay
a $500 fine after he pleaded

guilty to operating a vehicle

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service
Factory Certified Warranty Technician
for all Makes and Models
Hot Water Tank and Appliance Installation
Licenced Refrigeration. Fully Insured.
Emergency Service.
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ULTRALINE, THERMADOR, VIKING, WEST KING, WHIRLPOOL,
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while disqualified. Police
located him after receiving
a complaint about a light
brown van being driven
without a licence. Officers
discovered that Cornwall
had been driving the van
while disqualified as a result
of a 2009 impaired driving
conviction.

Vancouver resident Mat-
thew Choptuik was fined
$1,000 for driving with-
out due care and attention
under the province’s Motor
Vehicle Act after he plead-
ed guilty to charges arising
from an incident in April
2010.

Witnesses interviewed by
police at the scene reported
that Choptuik had driven
nearly 100 metres while
missing a tire before his
vehicle landed in a ditch.
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Ocean research project pilot
destined for GISS students

Middle years program
for outer islands also
explored

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Gulf Islands students will
soon be partnering with Ocean
Network Canada for an excit-
ing new pilot project, school
board members heard at their
monthly meeting on Dec. 7.

District superintendent Jeff
Hopkins reported students
will have the opportunity to
take on “cognitive appren-
ticeships” with the University
of Victoria-based research
group, which oversees proj-
ects such as Neptune Canada
and Venus. Both projects gath-
er video footage and research
data from the ocean floor and
make it available to the public
through the internet.

Hopkins said with cameras
collecting data 24 hours a day,
there is so much information
that scientists can’t possibly
analyze it all. Researchers will
therefore be giving some of
this data to students to work
on, and will be working with
them on independent studies.
Students will also be able to
spend time with the scientists
at UVic and learn about their
research process.

Part of the student research
activities will make use of
“crowd sourcing” techniques
and will be conducted through
the game Digital Fishers. Kids
will look at small clips of the
vast amount of camera data
collected from the sea bed,
and make annotations on
what they see based on a set
of questions. As they anno-

tate more clips they will have
the opportunity to access new
levels with greater sophistica-
tion.

“We think this is a really
interesting way for kids to play
a role in some real research,”
Hopkins said. “They’ll also get
to learn that you don’t get to
see something every time.”

“We're looking at what
itis that learners and
their families on the

outer islands want.”

JEFF HOPKINS
SD64 superintendent

Also at Wednesday’s meet-
ing, school board trustees
heard that a consultation
process led by Lisa Halstead
is well underway to explore
ideas for implementing a mid-
dle years program in the outer
Gulf Islands. Currently middle
years students either pursue
the curriculum at their ele-
mentary schools or travel to
Salt Spring Middle School.

“Previously I would have
said we had no hope, but now
we live in hope of having a
middle years program, proba-
bly by next September,” trust-
ee Bonnie MacGillivray said,
reporting on Halstead’s visit to
the Galiano Parents’ Advisory

Council.

With the exception of Pender
Island, there are so few middle
years students at each school
that dedicated programs have
so far not been created. How-
ever, Hopkins said, educators
are aware that social develop-
ment is a huge part of student
life at that age, so more needs
to be done to connect kids
both by physical and electron-
ic means. Most often they are
also at an age where they want
to move on in some way from
the school they've attended
their entire lives.

“We're looking at what it is
that learners and their fami-
lies on the outer islands want,”
Hopkins explained during an
interview.

“Not everyone wants to be
on water taxis when they’re in
that age group.”

Halstead is further research-
ing what a good middle years
program should consist of,
and will make recommenda-
tions to the board in the new
year. She will be responsible
for implementing the new
program that is created, which
is intended to be in place for
the 2012/13 school year.

GISS student reps Eva
Olynyk and Lauren Utter
reported the student advo-
cacy project is underway and
students will soon be meeting
with principals, teachers and
other students to explain its
functions.

The high school’s student
government has been writ-
ing its first constitution, and
home room reps are gathering
information on the merits of
and problems with the “Work
Zone” system that was imple-
mented at GISS this year.

Keep
Smiling...
THOUGHTS & NEWS

Keeping your from Dr. Richard Hyden »
teeth for a lifetime.

| saw an elderly lady the other day who had spent a lot of time,
effort and money over her life to keep her teeth. She was now
getting cavities in spite of her very good care. What was going on?

As we get older we tend to have less saliva to keep food moving.
We also tend to have gingival recession which means that the roots
of teeth become exposed. The root surfaces are far more prone to
decay than the enamel covered parts of the teeth.

Sometimes we get less dextrous and are not as able to clean our
teeth as effectively.

Some solutions that might help are... Drink lots of water
particularly after eating. Have regular hygiene appointments with
your dentist. Use a flouride mouth rinse.

For the lady | mentioned earlier we made a custom fluoride tray
and showed her how to use it at home. She will hopefully have her
teeth for a lifetme.

Please talk to your dentist about strategies for preventing tooth
decay as we get “less young.”

Our Services:

o Laser treatment for gum disease

¢ Alignment of crooked teeth

¢ Emergencies and pain relief

¢ |nvisalign...invisible braces

¢ Surgical implants for rock solid teeth
¢ Dentures ¢ Cosmetic dentistry

-

‘ * Botox cosmetic

We have a smile for you!

199 Saltspring Way, Saltspring Island, V8K 2G2
250 537 1400

Visit our website: www.saltspringdentist.com

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre
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EDITORIAL

Smarter
info,please

ometimes it’s the best
ideas that face the
toughest flack.

When BC Hydro announced plans to upgrade
the network’s aging analogue infrastructure a
few years back, headlines of the day spoke to a
cleaner and greener energy future.

Noted environmentalists such as David Suzuki
spoke to the technology’s many benefits to power
conservation while homeowners anticipated
lower utility bills by carefully scheduling how and
when they tap into the grid.

BC Hydro’s plan to create a brave new energy
efficient world slowly unravelled as cries of con-
cern began to crash the celebration.

While the company states 99 per cent of the
nearly 600,000 businesses and households that
have had the meters installed have declared no
problems with the plan, it’s the vocal one per
cent that has begun to turn heads.

Groups like Gulf
Islanders for Safe
Technology have taken
to the internet, gone to
the media, lobbied local
government represen-
tatives and researched
similar initiatives beyond

THE ISSUE:

Smart meters

WE SAY:

Intelligent

9 . the province’s borders to
conversation show British Columbians
needed what could lay ahead if

the smart meter installa-
tion project continues.
The long list of con-

tentious issues, which includes alleged health
concerns, a loss of privacy, higher energy costs
and even reports of smart meter-caused house
fires has turned the smart energy alternative into
a fear-fuelled powder keg.

While the extent of the claims can be ques-
tioned as with most similar campaigns, smart
meter opponents have succeeded in introducing
alevel of doubt.

For months, BC Hydro spokespersons have
directed people to their website, toll free num-
ber and email addresses to have their questions
answered. But what's really needed are a series
of public town hall sessions to hear from con-
cerned citizens, along with proponents of the
new technology, who have not been heard from
enough so far.

Hydro also needs to address issues raised by
the Office of the Information and Privacy Com-
missioner this week.

Providing better information and dialogue is
an important step that would shed some much-
needed light on a complicated subject that has
many people across the province searching for
answers in the dark.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Do you like the Brinkworthy site for afire hall?

Parser

Working environment hurts GPs

BY HAROLD PAGE

Dr. David Beaver is to be commended for bring-
ing to our attention once again the perilous state
of the health care system here. It is something that
deserves serious attention by us islanders.

Quite a lot has been written over the last while on this sub-
ject. The SOS Committee has been advocating consistently
on behalf of patients and potential patients for VIHA to make
good on its original commitment to enlarge and modernize
the surgery at Lady Minto; an initiative for which VIHA solic-
ited and received substantial donations from local residents
and the CRD.

I am not now, nor have ever been a member of

VIEWPOINT

for the attention they need; however, it is certainly
not more convenient for either the patient or fam-
ily members involved.

Dr. Beaver cites the case of Dr. Jan Malherbe
closing his practice, leaving his patents to be dis-
tributed among the remaining already busy doctors. He states
that Dr. Malherbe was unable to find a doctor who was willing
to take over, and goes on to suggest forming a committee to
promote island amenities to attract prospective candidates.
This is where I part company with Dr. Beaver. I was a patient of
Dr. Malherbe, and in my experience, he is a superb family doc-
tor, as well as being an anaesthesiologist.

I know exactly why he left Salt Spring, and

the SOS Committee, but find much to consider “Thereis an old while it is not my place to speak for him, I can
carefully in the material they present. There is say without reservation it was not because he did
factual information and many relevant questions . not want to practice here. It is not correct to say
raised 1;11 thelilr wt}albsi(tie which flfser\l/(zattenticl)ln. axiom that says he goulld nohﬁndl%rzp(liacemenltl; there wa;ls an
On the other hand, several local doctors have evidently well qualified doctor who was enthusi-
written solemn sermons supporting VIHA's , e Lo astically anticipating coming here, but attached
180-degree turn, pointing out such self-evident Don't bite the some conditions to it. VIHA refused to accept
truths as simply havilr(lgbal surgeon available does tgem, I'tried ttérouﬁgh (;lur MLA to dfeterg‘nilrjle what
not constitute a workable surgery — it requires they were, and why they were refused, but was
backup staff. It seems unbelievable that VIHA hand that feeds given the runaround, saying they were “confiden-
planners would have been so woefully incompe- tial.” What nonsense!!
tent as to not have been well aware of such things you_’” So I can’t say why, but I suspect it had alot to do

when they proposed the addition.

Doctors here receive and maintain their hos-
pital privileges — or have them prematurely terminated — at
the pleasure of VIHA. There is an old axiom that says “Don’t
bite the hand that feeds you.” It is well to remember this when
assessing what local doctors have to say.

Then too, it may be more convenient to send patients to
some off-island large hospital where they may land in an
already overloaded hallway (or Tim Horton’s cafeteria) waiting
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with the closure of the surgery.

The conclusion, I believe is this: it is a waste
of time trying at attract doctors here by offering local ame-
nities. It is the working environment that is fundamentally
important to a professional, and until this is corrected we will
continue to see this attrition.

The writer is a Fulford Harbour resident.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“There was no heroics, it was just impulse.You can’t help

yourself; it's your neighbours.”

MIKE BROWN, MALIVIEW DRIVE RESIDENT

SALT SPRING SAYS

We asked: What's your favourite way to spend the holidays?

MICHAEL ROBB
At home.

CLAUDIA FRENCH
With family.

FRANCOIS FAUCHER

Among my family and friends,
with delicious food.

BOB FENSKE

warm to drink.

Sitting around the wood stove
with friends and something

LOUISE DOUCET

Here.

Letters to the editor

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

Nana when he came home

Raccoon
roulette

The bear that got a free
ride from North Vancouver
in a dumpster on Dec. 12
made headlines around the
world.

Here on Salt Spring, we've
been playing “raccoon rou-
lette,” without much com-
ment, for years.

Poultry farmers in Fulford
Harbour live-trap raccoons,
drive them to the north
end, and let them go. North-
enders drop their catches
off at St. Mary Lake. Egg
producers along Robinson
Road drop their catches at
Vesuvius, andsoon....

What folks don’t know is
that there are only 35 rac-
coons on all of Salt Spring

Island. They love going for car
rides, visiting each other at
all the drop-off points. Why,
just the other day I overheard
two young ‘coons talking
about going home to Bur-
goyne for Christmas . . . they
just had to “catch” a ride.

ROGER BRUNT,
BRINKWORTHY

Selling our
coast

‘We just don't get it! All the
news these days concerning
the rights of the First Nations
and the Enbridge pipeline
(it's only a matter of time and
money till they cave in, I think)
diverts us from the major con-
sequence of the Gateway Proj-
ect. We are not listening!

Enbridge ends its respon-
sibility at Kitimat. Who takes

over that responsibility when
the huge tankers are loaded
with tar sands bitumen and
are ready to ply the most
circuitous and dangerous
waters of the B.C. coast each
and every day of the year? The
Chinese.

Now, I don’t know about
you, but I have very little faith
in Chinese environmental
standards, corporate respon-
sibility or their promises to
follow rules or to improve
human rights. Are we pre-
pared to sell off our B.C. coast
for a few jobs?

An oil spill is just a mat-
ter of time. It will happen. If
not on those days when the
waves in Hecate Strait are 20
metres high, then it will be
when a ship loses power or
the human steering so that
ship cannot turn and out-

run the dangerous currents
in the very narrow passages.
Those of you who think
technology, environmental
standards and double hulls
will solve the problems are
dreamers. Remember the
ferry sitting on the bottom of
the ocean in a well-marked
passage or the Exxon Valdes
that destroyed countless
ecosystems that have not
recovered after 20 years? Our
coastal communities, our
tourism businesses, fisher-
ies, salmon and precious
coastline is not for sale. Say
no to the Gateway project.
As for the concept of “ethi-
cal” oil from the tar sands, if
that wasn't such a tragically
true joke it would be the fun-
niest thing I've heard all year.
SUSAN PAYNTER,
KING ROAD

Penpals plan

I recently wrote a letter to
my daughter. It was written on
foolscap.

Iwasinamood... enjoying
my tea, the jazz on CBC; the
beauty of nature outside my
French doors. At the end Ireal-
ized and wrote, “I guess you
haven't received one of these
for awhile.”

She phoned me later to
say she enjoyed opening the
envelope, taking out the let-
ter, reading it with her break-
fast coffee. Her son, my seven-
year-old grandson, was eating
his breakfast before school.
He was curious. “What is that,
Mama?” he asked.

His mother hid her shock
and then explained to her
son. He was so excited he told
her he would write a letter to

from school that day. That
letter, with his thoughts, love
and pictures, takes pride of
place on my fridge next to his
photo.

All this said, I want to
encourage letter writing with
my grandsons. I will share
with them that it is a lovely
art form, and can be saved in
aspecial place and read again
and again — even when they
are men. I want to request
them to be my pen pals.

I am sharing this to suggest
a new movement: all grand-
parents unite to request your
grandchildren be your pen
pals. (Maybe Canada Post will
even avoid red!)

MARGIE KORRISON,
VESUVIUS BAY

MORE LETTERS continued on 10

"Tis the season for dissecting those rituals

“Tis the season to be jolly. Fa-la-la-la-la.

As the days count themselves down to
Christmas, seasonal signs are appearing eve-
rywhere. The music of traditional carols is
booming from the loudspeakers of the fire
hall and drifting over the village of Ganges.
Intricate lighting schemes adorn the shop
windows, while community halls across the
island have been decked out with wreaths,
candy canes and colourful stockings.

‘Wait a minute. Canada is supposed to be a
multicultural society, isn't it? Certainly no one
is begrudging Christians of all denominations
to celebrate the rites of their seasonal holiday,
but our reality is more complex than that.
There’s got to be “some room at the inn” for
everybody else.

‘What I'm asking for here is a more generic
holiday season. Let’s not forget that the word
“holiday” derives from “holy day,” but cer-
tainly no one culture or religion has control of
the “holy” patent.

Take the winter solstice, for instance. The
Druids regarded the solstice as the time the
Sun God journeyed through the underworld
in search of the secrets of death and life. The
ancient Celts celebrated this, the shortest day
of the year, with a number of rituals that have
since been expropriated by Christmas. Along
with a personal and household cleansing, the
“Return of the Light” was marked by the hang-
ing of mistletoe and holly, as well as the burn-
ing of the Yule log. Samhain was the name for
the first day of winter, according to the Celtic
calendar, and marked the Celtic New Year. A
fun custom was for people and their livestock
to walk between two bonfires and, as a cleans-
ing ritual (unfortunately for the animals), the
bones of the then-slaughtered livestock were

cast into the flames. -

To the ancient Saxons
of Germany, Modranect
(Mother’s Night) was the
name assigned to the winter
solstice. The giving of gifts
was encouraged but, in the
case where none were avail-

Shilo
Zylbergold

NOBODY ASKED ME .. BUT

(Turning Point) on or around
the winter solstice. Yalda com-
memorates the night of the birth
of Mithra, the Persian angel of
lightand truth, and is celebrated
in a real “party hardy” manner
by staying up all night and eat-
ing fruit.

able (on account that all the
Saxon malls were closed), human sacrifice was
acceptable.

In pagan Rome, the period of time coincid-
ing with the solstice was called Saturnalia
and it came at the same time of year that the
Roman courts were closed for a week. As a
result, the holiday was marked by lawlessness,
drunkenness and sexual indulgence. (Think of
it as an early precursor to our modern Feast of
Lord Stanley, aka the Stanley Cup Riot!).

In the Andes of South America, the winter
solstice was named Inti Raymi (Festival of the
Sun). The religious ceremony honoured the
venerated god, Inti, and marked the Incan
New Year in the southern hemisphere. The
holiday lasted nine days and was marked with
colourful dances, processions, and (of course)
animal sacrifices to ensure good crops.

The Zoroastrian fest of Sadeh (Feast of Fire)
is a mid-winter celebration that originates in
middle-eastern Persia. One of the main rituals
of Sadeh is the preparation of a bonfire which
is symbolic of driving back the winter. Eve-
ryone in the community is expected to con-
tribute to the fire by gathering branches and
other pieces of wood. (Many of us here on Salt
Spring can probably relate to a common ques-
tion asked in Farsi around the time of Sadeh:
“Is that green or seasoned?”)

A second Persian seasonal holiday is Yalda

Our next stop on this holiday
tour is Vietnam where the New Year is cel-
ebrated with Tet (short for “Tet Nguyen Dan”).
Based on the lunar calendar, Tet is one of the
most important holidays in Viethamese cul-
ture and among the customs practised during
this festive holiday are worshipping ancestors,
preparing food, cleaning house and opening
anew shop.

Hanukkah is an eight-day celebration by
Jews to commemorate the defeat of Antiochus
IV of Syria and his attempt to desecrate the
Holy Temple in Jerusalem in the 2nd century
B.C. To acknowledge the “miracle of the oil”
in which a tiny amount of ceremonial oil for
the Temple lasted an amazing eight days and
nights, the festive event is celebrated with the
lighting of candles on the menorah, the eat-
ing of “latkes” and the spinning of the dreidel.
(Many of us Salt Spring south-enders celebrate
the “miracle of the oil” every time we make it
all the way to Ganges and back without having
to add a litre of motor oil.)

In contrast with the feasts and celebrations
of most of the other seasonal fests, Ramadan
marks the ninth month of the Islamic calen-
dar with several weeks of fasting and prayer.
Observers of Ramadan refrain from eating,
drinking, smoking and sex during the daylight
hours (but what happens once the sun goes
down remains a mystery to me).

There’s even a seasonal holiday for the reli-
gious sceptics among us. That’s right, Agnos-
tica has been created for those whose faith lies
only in the rigours of the scientific method.
Agnostica begins on Dec. 14 and has a half-
life of 10 days. Although relatively new to the
block, Agnostica observers celebrate the event
by dressing up as famous scientists, drinking
milk and solving calculus equations.

For those so cynical that even Agnostica
seems like a leap of faith, there is now Atheista.
Non-believers of Atheista ritually celebrate the
event by knocking over Christmas displays.

The lack of space restricts my delving into
many more of the cultural seasonal celebra-
tions. Holidays such as Dongzhi for the Chi-
nese, Kwanzaa for Africans, and Diwali and
Pancha Ganapati for Indian Hindus still make
up only the tip of the iceberg when it comes to
solstice events.

Nobody asked me, but why shouldnt we
celebrate all these cultural holidays? Let’s take
all those wonderful customs and traditions
from all the different beliefs, throw them into
the Osterizer, and hit the “liquefy” button. Let’s
make it a blended Christmas for everyone to
enjoy.

So there you have it. This holiday season I
intend to celebrate everybody’s cultural her-
itage. Here's to all of you. Have yourselves a
merry Christmas-Hanukkah-Ramadan-Inti
Raymi-Samhain-Tet-Madranect-Agnostica-
Sadeh. Sounds a little cumbersome, doesn't it?
Don't exactly roll off the tongue. How about we
shorten it a bit by just using the first letter of
every holiday? So, (fa-la-la) here’s wishing you
all amerry C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S!

thyme2001@hotmail.com
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OPINION

On December 7, Dr. Harold Bond euthanized Bart the last and
most remarkable of all nine related cats that | was blessed with on
Salt Spring. Bart was 19 and four months old, the longest lived of all
15 cats in my long life. Bart was a medium large short-haired pearl
grey cat. His slightly lighter ears and paws hinted at his mostly Sia-
mese ancestry. His mother Shan was a pure-bred lilac point Siamese.
Shan was also Bart’s great grandmother. Her black female and black
and white male kittens that | first acquired produced Snoopy an 80%
seal point Siamese. He has his father’s white paws.

Snoopy, Shan’s grandson mated with her. The litter born on 1992
included Bart. Why was Bart remarkable? When quite young Bart
was treated for ear mites. For over a decade he wouldn't come near
me. He mellowed slightly by 15 but my Lab/Great Dane cross Blaze
became the object of his affections, walking under her, curling his
tail around her legs.

On Dec. 8, 2008, Blaze with severe arthritis and Bart’s brother
Snugger who had become blind for three weeks were euthanized
by Dr. Harold Bond. In less than a month Bart forgave the ear mites
treatment and transferred his affection to me Since moving to Brink-
worthy we napped and slept together. Over a year ago Bart devel-
oped partial kidney failure. In recent weeks he was reduced to skin
and bones. His quality of life was so low he was euthanized, an op-
tion that | hope we human animals may soon have. _M

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY
OUT FOR A STROLL: Moray Kennedy, Wendi Gilson and Toto the dog, of
Island Carriage Tours, head into Ganges led by Kenra to offer bell-jingling rides
around the village. Tours are booked through the holidays at 250-537-5804 or
islandcarriage@telus.net, and they will be at Centennial Park from 12 to 3 p.m.
on Friday-Saturday, Dec. 23-24 and 30-31.
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MORELETTERS

Feedback appreciated

I would like to thank Elizabeth Nolan for her
thoughtful and generous review of my holiday
CD, Christmas On The Island (“Alan Moberg
and friends release new holiday classic,” Dec. 14
Driftwood).

After a year’s preparation with my producer
Ramesh Andy Meyers, Elizabeth’s words and
warm reception by listeners are making it all
worthwhile.

Love and peace to all.

ALAN MOBERG,
SALT SPRING

Where are our priorities?

As a lifelong environmentalist, I am dismayed
and saddened by the controversy over smart meters.
Why when we are faced with climate change — the
biggest environmental risk in human history —
have we Salt Spring Islanders tied ourselves in a
knot over smart meters to the detriment of climate
change?

This is happening when we all need to be pulling
together to reduce power generation, which is one
of the leading sources of greenhouse gases to the
atmosphere. Climate change is now well under-
way. To reduce its severity we'll need to make many
adjustments to our lifestyles. Switching to smart
meters is one of these needed adjustments.

Here is an example of how communication
between homes and electric producers could be
used to our benefit. Our neighbours in Washington
state produce a lot of hydro power. They also pro-
duce a lot of wind power. During the fall storm sea-
son, when it both rains and blows, so much wind
and hydro power is produced that the grid is in
danger of overload and burn-out, because of excess
power generation. In the past, to prevent overload
during storms, the Bonneville Power Administra-
tion has unplugged its wind turbines, which often
wastes enough power to heat 10,000 homes for a
year. Recently they have started a pilot program
(see Taming Unruly Wind Power, by M.L. Dowd,
NY Times, Nov. 4, 2011) asking for volunteers to
have special equipment installed in their hot water
heaters and baseboard heaters, which will store
excess power as heat during times of excess power
generation. These thermal batteries then give back
the heat to the home when the storm and power
generation surge have abated.

If this approach works, as it has in other U.S.
states, peaks in wind energy can be smoothed
without wasting power. This approach has become
necessary recently in Washington as wind genera-
tion is replacing fossil-fuel fired power generation,
which in the past could be quickly fired-up and
shut down according to the needs of the grid. A
power-smoothing program such as this could not
be carried out on a large scale with current old-
style analogue meters, but smart meter technology
could be used in this and other ways here in B.C.,
enabling us to manage and use our power more
wisely. Instead we argue over unsubstantiated
health effects and curious needs for privacy while
the future wellbeing and happiness of our children
and grandchildren are at risk.

JOHN RUDD,
SALT SPRING

Joy of the season

Santa’s Workshop had another great year and
would like to offer thanks to all of the wonderful
people that made it a success.

Special thanks go to our main sponsors, the
organizers and participants of the annual motor-
cycle Toy Run, and to Valerie Hutton from the
O.A.P, who provides our workshop space every
year.

Heartfelt thanks go to community members at
large, who donated generously to the collection
boxes and gift trees at Uptown and Downtown
Pharmasave, Country Grocer, West of the Moon,
Mouat’s Hardware, the United Church and C.I.B.C.

Several local businesses contributed heartily
and we offer them our gratitude: Living Strong
Studio and Rainbow Road Pool helped us put pool
tickets under trees; Island Star Video furnished
videos; Raffi donated CDs; Salt Spring Books gave
us a much requested book, and Ganges Stationery
put art supplies together for us.

We would also like to thank the I.0.D.E. and the
Women'’s Institute for their cash donations.

With all of your help we were able to serve 101
children in our community this Christmas. May
the joy of the season be with all of you.

ANDREA SMITH,
FOR SANTA’S WORKSHOP

MORE LETTERS continued on 11
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OPINION

When the months whiz by so fast,
are the beautiful calendars worth it?

Bought my new Salt
Spring calendar Tuesday.
Fifteen bucks it cost me and
when I got home I looked at
it and wondered why. In a
couple of days I'd be ripping
off yet another month on
this year’s.

In fact, I reflected, the
months were ripping me off!
At my age the months go by
so fast that I don't even get
to look at the great pictures.

Oh, I'll probably keep
buying the wretched things
— they're good to write
down stuff that I have to
remember (I have to write
on something or I'd forget
everything), but I'm not

' Richard
' » ) Moses
- S

0L CURMUDGEON

spending 15 bucks on a pret-
ty one. Plain black and white
on a reusable paper bag is
fine. No regrets at the end
of every month when I have
to chuck away colour pho-
tos and lo and behold it’s
December already and that
means another entire year
has whizzed by. What the

heck, when I was 40 it would
be only July now!

But all of a sudden I
got this epiphany. (I was
explaining this to one of my
“friends” and he said, “Did it
hurt?” Some friend.)

Here’s what it was: while
I'm on about how fast time
is going I know it’s not really
going any faster than when
I was 40 or even four. It’s all
in my mind; it just seems
like tempus is fugiting. But
— and here’s the other part:
my body, that bag of bones
and mostly water that I
carry around, doesn’t have
any such flying time delu-
sions. No matter how I think

that every year my body and
me are speeding ever faster
toward the edge of that mor-
tal coil and I get more and
more depressed about it,
that ol’ body is just poking
along as it has for the last
almost 80 years, aging at the
same speed as ever.

Once I realized this, I
relaxed a bit. Now when I am
apparently tearing off a cal-
endar page every week or so
I'll just tell myself, “Hold it,
buster, leave it be, it’s just an
illusion. Wait a week or two.”

Hey, I figure that way I can
buy a really nice calendar
and it'll last me a couple of
years.

Merry (hristmas & Happy New Year

WE WILL BE CLOSED ON
DECEMBER 26, 27 & 28

Wene Cellar

131 PRICE ROAD - 250931 1963
TUES. - SAT. 12:30 - 4:30 OR BY APPT.

Harry & Gerry

RANTS ... Roses

A gigantic bunch
of roses, and not sec-
ondhand ones, to our
customers and all our
volunteers who made
this past year one of the
most successful for the
Lady Minto Hospital
Auxiliary Thrift Store. We
look forward to seeing
you again Jan. 3. Marg
Monro, chair, Thrift
Store Committee

Roses to Mike Sta-
cey for a great letter to
the editor in last week’s
paper. Hear Hear. Nelly
Kostelijk

A delivery of roses
sent to the Community
Gospel Chapel for open-
ing their doors again for

MORE LETTERS
continued from 10

Director’s
extras

Oil for the Lamps .
.. What we forgot . . .
oy....
In spite of our best
intentions, and in the
mad rush of final prep-
arations before the
show, certain impor-
tant credits were mis-
takenly omitted from
the Oil for the Lamps
program:

Photographs of Joi
Freed-Garrod (com-
poser), Sue Newman
(co-director and cho-
reographer), Lynda
Jensen (costumes).

Many thanks to the
following:

Sue Lehmann and
Therin Gower for
doing their jobs way
above and beyond
what anyone could
ever have done; mom
Michele MacKenzie
for doing a million
things; John Moore,
for the generous loan
of his keyboard; Carol
Ann Fried (dreydl
queen extraordi-
naire) for facilitating
dreydl spinning in the
lobby (and her able
assistants, Jim Blake
and Mpyra Stephen,
who came all the way
from Ontario to see

the second year to the
SSI Public Health Unit
Flu Clinic. Thank you for
being here for the com-
munity of Salt Spring.
From the staff of the SSI
Health Unit

Rose corsages and
one boutonniere to the
volunteers for the Salt
Spring Public Health
Flu Clinic. They are Salt
Spring residents at their
best. Thanks from the
staff of the SSI Health
Unit

Island Savings Credit
Union and Insurance
would like to send a
dozen “Whoville” red
roses to Scott Royal.
Scott was able to find a

the show); and all
our friends from Van-
couver; Susan Cogan
for adding to the fes-
tivities and singing
in the lobby while
latkes were tasted and
dreydls were spun;
the Woodley fam-
ily for “energizing” our
microphones; Annette
and her assistants for
the delicious Israeli
treats (sufganiyot)
home-made especially
for the cast and crew;
Wendy and Corrie for
even more latkes!;
and to Newman Fam-
ily Productions and
Salt Spring Arts Acad-
emy, whose program
ads somehow got lost
in cyberspace . . . as
did my dedication: for
Benjamin, LeRoy, Ray,
Liz, James and Mary.

And thank you to
the community of Salt
Spring Island for your
fantastic support for
this project.

There is one more
person whose con-
tribution must be
acknowledged again:
Jill Tarswell. She
helped with props,
stage managing and
organized the serving
part of our latke con-
cession, which raised
$400 for the Salt Spring
Food Bank. Jill gives
so much to so many.
After the show she left
for a long-awaited,

“Whoville” Christmas
tree for us, which was a
wonderful addition to
our Christmas theme.

A sleigh full of pine-
scented roses to Wind-
sor Plywood, Ted Aker-
man and to everyone
who purchased their
Christmas tree at Wind-
sor. Thanks from Scouts
Canada and Girl Guides
of Canada. Your sup-
port helps local youth in
becoming the leaders of
our future!

A huge bouquet
of sunflower-yellow
winter roses to every-
one involved in bring-
ing Oil for the Lamps
to light and life! All of

well-deserved holi-
day and is currently in
Guatemala. Shocking-
ly, Jill'’s house here on
Salt Spring caught fire
early Sunday morn-
ing.

RACHEL JACOBSON,
CO-DIRECTOR,

OIL FOR THE LAMPS

Jill sends
blessings

“Christmas is com-
ing, the goose is get-
ting fat.” In my case
the goose is likely
burnt to a crisp.

I opened my email
in a little kiosk in
Panajachel, Guate-
mala this morning and
the first one I opened
invited me to stay at

you onstage, behind
the scenes and in the
audience helped cre-
ate a magical, musical
moment that brought
us all together as a com-
munity, thus fulfilling
my hopes and intention
as the composer of the
opera. Thank you all! Joi
Freed-Garrod

A carload of Christ-
mas roses to the very
kind woman and man
who gave me a ride
home from Long Har-
bour on Dec. 8 when my
arranged-for taxi didn't
arrive. I want to extend
my heartfelt thanks to
them and wish them a
very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.
They demonstrated the
real spirit of Salt Spring
Island. M. Fitz-Patrick

a friend’s because of
the “disaster on the
rock.” Alarmed, I
wondered if an earth-
quake had occurred,
but a couple of more
opened emails told me
it was a more personal
disaster and my house
has burned, along
with my dear neigh-
bour’s, who so sadly
lost a pet.

I was also told that
untold friends and
neighbours came to
the rescue and trucked
out belongings to
store for me. Appar-
ently it was quite a
wonderful display of
friendship and con-
cern and as I can’t look
at Facebook just now
because I don’t want

Roses to Jim Rad-
dysh, who shared music,
dance and laughter with
the children and families
of the Little Red School
House. You always bring
out the smile in every-
one and remind us that
we can all feel young at
heart! Thank you.

Roses to Allan from
Mac Help When You
Need It. You saved the
day. Thanks for being
thatkind of way. Choices

To Jill, Willy and The
Boyz, thank you very
much for brightening
our fence with Christ-
mas cheer! We think it is
beautiful and wish you a
wonderful holiday. Your
next-door neighbours,
Jason, Tami, Ocea and
Baby To Be!

to see pictures yet, I'm
writing to thank you
all for your concern
and incredible mobili-
zation — and for your
generous housing
options. Incredible!

I keep walking
through my house in
my mind. I can hardly
believe it isn't all there
to come home to. I am
so thankful that while
I no longer have a
house I certainly have
ahome.

We’ve all heard
it many times, but
again, what a wonder-
ful community is Salt
Spring. Blessings to all
and have a wonderful
holiday season.

JILL TARSWELL,
MALIVIEW DRIVE

APPLIANCE REPAIR
INSTALLATIONS
& SERVICING

The

Right

Hand
Man

(Fully Insured)

PETER ANDRESS
righthandman@telus.net 250-537-0881

Christmas
Season

Advertising
Deadlines

The Driftwood office

will be closed
on
Monday & Tuesday, Dec. 26 & 27
And again on Monday, Jan. 2

DEADLINES FOR THE
DEC. 28TH PAPER:

Display advertising: 4 pm Wednesday, Dec. 21
Classified display: 4 pm Thursday, Dec. 22
Classified liners: 10 am Friday, Dec. 23

DEADLINES FORTHE
JAN. 4TH PAPER:
Display adertising: 4 pm Thursday, Dec. 29
Classified display: 4 pm Friday, Dec. 30

Dl‘il twood

328 Lower Ganges Road
250.537.9933

gulfislandsdriftwood.com

SALT SPRING
CHRISTMAS MARKET IN THE PARK

This Saturday, December 24 ® 10 am - 2 pm
Arts, Crafts, Clothing and All Kinds of Foods

ALL MARKET VENDORS WELCOME

(Winter vending permit may be obtained from PARC office)

For more information contact:
David 250-653-2300 / Heather 250-653-4809
..THE REVIVAL OF A SALT SPRING CHRISTMAS TRADITION
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What’s On'This Week '#&i

www.driftwoodgimedia.com/calendar

What's On - the go!
Scan this barcode with
your smartphone to
download, instructions

PR A

Wed. [Thurs.

Fri. Sat. Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ACTIVITIES

A Christmas Carol With
Scott Hylands.

Barb’s Bakery & Bistro. 7 PM.
Carols for Christmastide.
Community carol sing. All
Saints. 2 PM.

Christmas Sing-a-Long.
ArtSpring. 7 PM.

Live Music with English &
English.

Harbour House Hotel. 6 PM.
Open Mic with Richard Cross.
The Local. 6 PM.

ACTIVITIES

Free Gift Wrapping.

Open Stage with Richard Salt Spring Visitor Centre with
Cross. donation to the Salt Spring Food
Moby’s. 9 PM. Bank.11AMto 3 PM.

Unitarian Christmas/Solstice

Party

" Everyone is welcome. Bring the
Caroling Passport Parade.| " ) - .
Start at B Side. Salt Spring kids! Salt Spring Seniors Service

passport books stamped. Society. 6 PM. .
Caroling by David Jacquest. zl"’ilsltdeany Rogue Yoga with
Finish at Island Escapades Al vl N dropin. Corel
for bonfire on the beach. welcome to dropin. Core [nn.
345PM, SPM.

Menorah Light-up.

Island Escapades Solstice.
Bonfire on the beach outside
the store. Music, hot drinks
and marshmallows. 5 PM.

Centennial Park. 5:30 PM.

Christmas Sing-along. Live music with Lloyd English Diana English at the Piano

donation to the Salt Spring Food
Bank. 11 AMto 3 PM.

Santa visits Rainbow Road
Pool. 9 AM and 3:30 PM.
Christmas Alumni Baskethall
Games.

All proceeds to Hoops for Hope.
5PM - Men's Alumni 1 vs. Men's
Alumni 2; 6:30 PM - Women's
Alumni vs. GISS Sr. Girls; 8 PM -
Winner of Game 1 vs. GISS Sr. Boys.
Gulf Islands Secondary School.

Salt Spring Visitor Centre with
donation to the Salt Spring Food
Bank. 11 AMto 3 PM.

JOIN US ON
FACEBOOK

WED. DEC. 21

THURS. DEC. 20 ”am ”ﬂmﬁ

at Central Hall call 250-537-4656
To watch the preview go to www.thefritz.ca

Sherlock Holmes is Held Over.
Plays Dec. 21-24 Wed. Thurs. Fri
7:00 Saturday 3:00 matinee.
Closed Christmas Day.
Final Shows Dec. 26-29
Monday to Thursday 7:00pm

SHERLOCK

HOLMES
A GAME OF SHADOWS

Live Boxing Day Music with

Men’s Floor Hockey.

David Jacquest and Rama and lan Van Wyck. Bar. Run For Cover. Bring hockey stick, gloves, knee or
Cheromaya at the Tree House Cafe. | Harbour House. 6:30 PM. Harbour House. 6 PM. Moby’s. 9 PM. shin pads, good running shoes,
6t09PM. Live Music with the Barley Bros. Rock Salt Unplugged. dark and white T-Shirt. 7 PM.

Live Music with DJ Someone | Salt Spring nn. 6P, Live music every Monday. 6PM. | Fulford Hall

Special & Guests. _ Community Christmas Dinner. _

M':)by's. 9PM. ATMTES N Free dinner at Meaden Hall. Doors | EAckdiALi=S

Live Music with Kim Benson. | Christmas Marketin the Park. | 3t11:30 AM, meal from noon to Holiday Rogue Yoga with e

Harbour House Hotel. 6:30 PM. (en'genmal Park. 10 AM. . 2PM. Kristen. °

Holiday Rogue Yoga with Holiday Rogue Yoga with All welcome to drop in. Core Inn.
e, iten T030M.
Free Gift Wrapping. A:\O'gg!;&me todropin. Core Inn. All welcome to drop in. Core Inn.
Salt Spring Visitor Centre with Free Gift Wrappi 10:30 AM. Open Stage at Moby's with
ree biit Wrapping. Richard Cross. 9 PM.

Remember
when...

 Gas cost less than a buck a
litre?

o Ferry fares were affordable?

© And the Driftwood offered a
classified feature called
TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY?

Well, we can't change gas prices or ferry fares, but we can bring back the

“TOO LATES!”
Effective immediately, the TOO LATES
deadline is 2pm TUESDAY

If you miss the regular classified deadline at 10 am

Tuesday, we can still run your ad!

It will appear under Too Late to Classify,

atthe end of the Classified section of the newspaper.
i

Driftwood

250-537-9933 » classified@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

25% off

private party
classified ads

with a Resident’s Card.

Offer available all day Thursday,
every week

250.537.9933

driftwood@gulfislands.net
Driftwood

Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows — HELD OVER! Sherlock Holmes (Robert Downey Jr.) has always been the
smartest man in the room . .. until now. There is a new criminal mastermind at large — Professor Moriarty — and not
only is he Holmes' intellectual equal, but his capacity for evil may actually give him an advantage over the renowned
detective. The cunning Moriarty is always one step ahead of Holmes, and if he succeeds, will change the course of history.
A sequel confident in what it's about — bigger, better, and funnier.

EXHIBITIONS

« Gallery 8 in Grace Point Square holds ts Christmas Exhibition of Small Works, featuring all of the gallery's artists,
through Jan. 1.

« Paul Harnisch, an international photographer of children and youth, is exhibiting his photographs of Salt Spring
children at the Fernwood Road Cafe to Jan. 8.

« Ken Ketchum's Holiday Photo Show is at the Harbour House through Jan. 15.

« Artwork by Leslie Corry and Sharada Filkow is in the ArtSpring lobby this month.

« Gecko Green Living at 103 McPhillips Ave. is showing art and photography by local artists Diane Mortensen,
Julianna Slomka and Elehna de Sousa.

« Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art has an exhibition called Small Gems: Works Under Two Thousand Dollars.
Runs through December.

« Robert Prince shows relief pieces at Penny’s Pantry.

« Barhra Edwards shows paintings at Marketplace Cafe.

« The Porch Gallery is open Sundays from 12 to 4 p.m. at the home of Mother Tongue Publishing’s Mona Fertig
& Peter Haase, 290 Fulford-Ganges Rd. Featuring work of George Fertig, Jack Akroyd, Irene Hoffar Reid, Wim
Blom, Ina D.D. Uhthoff, Gary Sim, LeRoy Jensen, Gordon Caruso and Peter Haase.

« See Lyman Whitaker's wind sculptures at Grace Point Square.

« See the sculpture garden outside Mahon Hall in Ganges.

Commumty
Christmas Dinner

Sunday, December 25®
Meaden Hall
Doors open at 11:30am

THRIFTY FOODS™ &/

(Ganges, Mouat's Centre * 7:30am to 8pm + Customer Service 250-537-1522

1-800-8874321
www.tempurcanada.com
Tempuris soldin over 50 countries
‘worldwide, with hundreds of
dealers across Canada

The only mattress

recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

A better night's sleep, no springs attached!

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

The Salt Spring Island Residents Card is a new way to save and take advantage of
special island promotions from member businesses of the Chamber of Commerce.

Check specials online www.residentscard.com

You can also pick up a list of Residents Card Specials at the front counter of the Driftwood.
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OPINION

Diamonds,
medallions,
lumps of coal

Christmas, in all its
weirdness, is coming.

Of course it’s weird —
flying reindeer? Trees in
living rooms? Legions
of non-union elves
toiling above the Arc-
tic Circle for room and
board and one day off a
year — you think that’s
normal?

= , Arthur
3, Black

WITE WHIMSY

And isn't it just a tad
weird to look forward
to a Beard-o in a red
suit slithering down the
chimney in the middle
of the night? To welcome
a Break and Enter by a
guy who’s entire vocab-
ulary consists of three
Ho's? We Canucks are
pretty happy-go-lucky
about it. The Dutch? Not
so much.

Dutch folklore fea-
tures an Old Testament
Santa, more Mafia don
than jolly saint. In tthe
Netherlands, Sinterklaas
rewards good kids with
candy. Bad kids? Fugged-
aboutit. They get a lump
of coal.

Personally, I'd go
for the lump of coal. I
don’t have much of a
sweet tooth, for start-
ers. Besides, it's been a
long time since I held an
actual chunk of anthra-
cite. When I was a kid
our cellar was half full of
the stuff every winter. I
wasn't that enamoured
of coal then because I
had to shovel the stuff
into buckets and hump
them upstairs to the fire-
place.

So I can empathize
with rebellious Dutch
kids. Back when coal was
the common source of
domestic heat, getting a
present of a chunk of the
stuff was a bit like being
slapped with a wet had-
dock.

Times change. Why
just last month a chunk
of coal about the size of
your ear sold at Sotheby's
auction house in Gene-
va, Switzerland.

For a little over $12
million.

True, it was a rather
special lump of coal —
found inaminein South
Africa last year and lov-
ingly cut and polished
by the finest craftsmen
in New York. And they
don’t call it a lump of
coal. They call it The
Sun-Drop — the world’s
largest pear-shaped
yellow diamond. (The
buyer remains anony-
mous but I like to imag-
ine he’s some faceless,
filthy-rich Goldman-

Sachs junk bond trader
who parlayed some of
his bailout money into
a rock that he hopes
will help him Get Lucky
tonight.)

It's no secret that
expensive things come
in small packages, but
usually those small
things are intrinsically
valuable, like the Sun-
Drop diamond, a gold
nugget or a baggie of
Colombian marching
powder.

But tin? Whoever
heard of paying a mil-
lion dollars for a piece
of tin?

New York cabbies,
that’s who. One million
dollars is the going price
for the medallion that
must, by law, be affixed
to the hood of every legal
Yellow Cab in New York
City. What's more —it’s a
bargain.

It would have been
smarter to pick one back
in 1937 when they first
came out. The medal-
lions sold for 10 bucks
a pop then. In the last
three decades the price
of a New York cab medal-
lion has soared by a gob-
smacking 1,900 per cent,
making it more profit-
able than gold or oil.

The reason? Same
as diamonds — scar-
city. There are just over
14,000 medallions in
circulation — a number
that’s hardly changed in
75 years. The New York
Taxi and Limousine
Commission prefers
to keep the medallions
rare and treasured. So
treasured that there’s a
company called Medal-
lion Financial Corpora-
tion that exists solely to
provide loans to cabbies
who want to purchase
their own medallion.

And how does a
guy, earning a hack’s
wages, manage to do
that? Simple, according
to Andrew Murstein,
president of Medallion
Financial.

“A guy comes to this
country, drives a cab six
days a week, 12 hours
a day, after three years,
takes his whole life sav-
ings and puts it down
to buy a medallion,”
Murstein said. “This is
a way for him to get a
piece of the American
dream.”

Sounds more like a
nightmare to me, but
then so does living in
New York. My pal Eddie
says I'm a wuss and I've
got it all wrong. He used
to drive cab in the Big
Apple.

“People say New York-
ers can't get along,” says
Eddie. “Not true. Once
I saw two New Yorkers
— complete strangers —
sharing a cab. One guy
took the tires; the other
guy took the radio.”

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

EDIBLE ETHICS: CubaVivaCan’s Ron Pither does a deal with Santa and
Mrs. Claus to distribute We All Eat for a Living T-shirts through Country Grocer,
Foxglove and Natureworks. One per cent of T-shirt sale revenue goes to“1%
For the Planet,"a global movement of enterprises supporting networks of
environmental organizations, and $5 is contributed to local and international
inter-islands sustainability initiatives. Pither also reminds islanders wanting a
chance to win a free sustainability-centred trip to Cuba to enter the essay con-
test described in last week’s Driftwood (with a link in the Community section
of www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com). The deadline has been extended to Jan. 1.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
XENA ON TOP: Xena (the Princess Warrior),
a silver Bengal cat owned by Russell Logan and
known around the docks in Ganges, visits with
Santa and elves Stella Pingle, left, and Sophie Gold.

_ WWW,
windsorssi.

Stay Connectec
Windsor Plywood

Join us for the launch
of the Windsor website

Windsor Starts 2012 With A
Web -Tastick Event

JoinUs on The Weh or on
Facehook

Follow us on Twitter n
See You There!!

Windso

166 RAINBOW ROAD
Neighbours helping neighbours

E _.’ ’fl'i «.build their dreams

Windsor Plywood
Salt Spring Island

- Don'tforget
I'm “Mobile” too!

Windsor Plywood
Salt Spring Island

www.windsorssi.com « general@windsorssi.com
PH: 250-537-5564 rax: 250-537-1207
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM - 5:30 PM / SATURDAY 8 AM - 5:30 PM / CLOSED SUNDAYS
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Artsé

Entertainment

K
K K

“JALT$PRING

]
250.537.9339

HALL FULL OF SOUND: ArtSpring patrons sing
along to Bach on the Rock’s presentation of Handel's Mes-
siah, conducted by Jim Stubbs on Dec. 18.The sold-out

A
VA4

) - /
s77¢s Treshlocalsimplestyle
//

WMarket Place Cafée

250537.9911

A Taste of India

Saturday 5 - 9 pm

Tre% House
afe
www.treehousecafe.ca

Early Bird Breakfast
Special $6.50
Mon-Fri 8-10am

Week Day Take Out
Lunch Special
$8.75

This Week’s Music 6-9pm
- Christmas Singalong
with David Jacquest and Roma Cheromaya
All day breakfast 7 days a week

Open Sun.to Thurs. 8am-4pm and Fri./Sat. 8am-9pm
Telephone: 250-537-5379 Next to Mouat’s in Ganges

Exploring Australia

STORY CONTEST

event was quickly established as a new island tradition, as
audience members joined the Salt Spring Chamber Orches-
tra and Choir for a great performance that musician Laurie

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON

Stubbs called “wonderful and fun to play.” Copies of the

Wilkins Shaw edition of the score were obtained thanks to a

donation by the Salt Spring Foundation.

Christmas story winners declared

Judges enjoy feast of
creativity

The Driftwood’s Christmas
story contest tradition continues
to thrive, with almost 150 entries
received this year.

Middle school teacher Andrew
McPhee highlighted the role the
contest has long played in the
Gulf Islands when he recalled
entering his own stories to the
contest and looked forward to
the Christmas issue containing
the winners. He encouraged a
large number of entries in the
age 11-13 groups this year.

Victoria Olchowecki coordi-
nated the judging, recruiting
Janet Anderson, Audrey Isaacs,
Louise Nye and Betty Poole to
assist her, with Driftwood staff
taking care of judging the largest

e 19 Days

o Cairns to Sydney

o Includes
accommodation
& meals as per

category — the 41 stories written
by the 10-year-old crowd.

First and second-place win-
ners can pick up cheques of
$30 and $20, respectively, from
the Driftwood office beginning
today, Wednesday, Dec. 21.

The winning stories run on
pages 17 through 21, and page
28, in no particular order. Hon-
ourable mentions are also listed
randomly.

The winners are as follows:

Age6to8

First Place: Ben Shugar, Tom
Meets Santa; Second Place: Jacob
Stocks, Bob & Joe; Honourable
Mention: Devyn McCrea, Rudolf
Came to Life.

Age9

First Place: Haley Cadenwood,
Christmas Mouse; Second Place:
Elizabeth Woodley, A Christmas
to Remember; Honourable Men-

THEATRE

Bodies needed for murder on SSI

tion: Danielle Newton, Santa’s
Little Helper; Eve Green, A Mem-
ory Lost in Water; Lukas Fisher,
The Christmas Flash Down;
Karmen O’Donnell, Where's
Rudoph?; Annie Bateman,
Grandpa Saves Christmas.

Age 10

First Place: Jacob Clarke, Mafia
Elves Rob the Toy Factory; Sec-
ond Place: Nathan Welsh, Santa’s
Revenge; Honourable Mention:
Maddy Smith, Rudolph We Need
You!; Rylan Burnett, Santa Goes
Hungry and How Rudolf Saved
the Christmas (two entries);
Sacha Rouselle, Christmas in a
Galaxy Far Far Away; Lukas Booy,
The Mice Who Wanted Christ-
mas.

Agell

First Place: Lina Losier, Joy;
Second Place: Madeline Wood-
ley, A Friend for Christmas; Hon-

ourable Mention: Julia Suther-
land, A Christmas Story; Gia
Hasenfraetz, Alice Saves Christ-
mas.

Age12-13

First Place: Rowan Landaiche,
The Commentaries of a Sleigh-
Pulling Reindeer; Second Place:
Maja Nordine, Christmas Time
Needs Love; Honourable Men-
tion: Daniel Hunter.

Age 17

First Place: Jasmin Lundy,
Christmas Spirit; Second Place:
Jyah Flam, The Morning of Tears.

The Grade 5 class of Jim Light-
foot at Fulford Elementary wins
$100 for a charity of their choice
as the class with the most par-
ticipation (100 per cent), whose
name was drawn from a hat with
the other 100 per cent class —
Stella Weinert’s Grade 4-5 Salt
Spring Elementary students.

itinerary

Fiji Add-on
Available!

Optional 3 night
stopover in Fiji from
$6379

Call for details!

19 days from $ 5,959 (Land ONLY)

Prices are per person based on double occupancy.
Airfare, taxes & other fees extra. Cail for full details & itinerary.

rh: 250.537.5523
. 1.877.274.4168 Geo Travel

Across from the Visitor Centre www.Geo.ca
Contact our Agents: Julia at ext. 5251 / Debbie at ext. 5252

UNIGLOBE.

Auditions set for
Jan.2and 4

According to Salt
Spring Community
Theatre, murder is best
served with laughter and
a healthy helping of witty
repartee.

Such is the offering
with Thomas Hischak’s
play Murder by Member-
ship Only, to be directed
by Suzanna Laine.

As a SSCT release
explains, the mystery
comedy in two acts takes
place at the exclusive

Orczy Club, an “inner
sanctum” for women
mystery writers. When
one of the ladies winds up
dead at tea time, anoth-
er character asks, “How
would it look if a roomful
of mystery writers had to
go to the police to solve
a murder that took place
under their very noses?”
What ensues is
humour, suspense, a few
frightening moments
and a lot of fun as the
characters and the audi-
ence try to figure out
“whodunnit.”

Laine, director of Salt
Spring’s recent produc-
tion of Steel Magnolias, is
eager to take on the clever
piece featuring plucky
characters and skillful
sarcasm.

“I love working with
actors and think clever
dialogue and comic tim-
ing are the greatest plea-
sures of and challenges
to delivering a fantastic
performance. I can't wait
to find the perfect cast,”
she states.

Auditions will take
place Jan. 2 and 4 from 7

to 9 p.m. at the Portlock
Park portable.

“Creating a theatre
presentation is like
weaving a beautiful
tapestry. Each element
— the script, actors,
designers and even the
audience — contributes
a certain colour and tex-
ture to the final experi-
ence, which is different
each night. With a bit of
talent, creativity, posi-
tive attitude and luck
we will end up with a
well-woven work of art,”
Laine said.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

. 1/2 c. butter
Linda 1/2 c. white sugar

A' p . Koroscil 1 egg

LET'S EAT

1/4 tsp. salt

1/2 c. brown sugar

NEW YEAR’S EVE

All-ages NYE
party set to
raise funds

DJ and live Year and stomp out the
. old!”
music, door Doors open at 7 p.m.

People can sit by the
fire and enjoy samosas
with homemade Salt
Spring Island chutney
or other sweet and

prizes and more

Islanders are invited
to spend New Year’s Eve

Chocolate-dipped Peanut
Butter Sandwich Bites

1/2 tsp. baking powder

3/4 c. peanut butter

11/2c. flour
3/4 tsp. baking soda

Beat butter & peanut
butter, add sugars. Add
egg, beat. Mix dry ingre-
dients and combine with
butter mixture. Chill
dough for half an hour.

Use 1 1/2 inch scoop
and drop balls onto cook-
ie sheet 1 1/2 inch apart.
Press flat with fork.

=

— Liquor s'rore o BAIr' & BISTI0

u }
BELOW GOVERNMENT\

Bake at 375 degrees for
10 mins. or til golden.

To make filling, beat
butter, peanut butter and
cream til fluffy. Add icing
sugar, brown sugar and
vanilla.

Spread on the flat side
of cookie and top with
another to make a sand-

wich. Dip one side of each
cookie into mixture made
from 10 oz. bitter choco-
late, melted.

Then sprinkle with
chopped honey-roasted
peanuts.

These cookies are best
baked til crispy, so watch
the timing.

Filling
2 c. crunchy peanut butter
1/2 c. whipping cream
1/4 c. brown sugar
1/2 c. butter
1/2 c.icing sugar
1 tsp. vanilla

DAYS
“ONLY

Wednesday Dec.21to
Saturday Dec. 24

with the Humans and
special guests at a Bea-
ver Point Hall celebra-
tion.

The event opener is
Silva, who will blend
reggae, rock, funk and
blues, followed by
electro DJ Madd Hat-
ter, who will “set the
pace with his turn-
table trickology electro
bass danceable beats,”
explains press material.

The headlining
Humans will “bring
together the big beats
of members Peter
Ricq’s past as a ware-
house party promoter/
performer and the
melodic sensibility of
Robbie Slade’s days as
a firefighter-turned-
folk musician. This
enchanting indie elec-
tro pop duo band from
Vancouver will guide
your dancing feet to the

savory treats for pur-
chase.

Guests have a chance
to win door prizes of
B Side and Sitka gear,
and there will be glow
sticks, balloons and
fog machines to make
it festive for the count-
down to 2012.

The evening is a fun-
draiser for SSMALL —
a group that promotes
and supports musi-
cians of all ages from
Salt Spring and the
Gulf Islands by uniting,
assisting and coaching
its members.

It’s a dry event so
that all ages can attend,
although children
under 16 must have
adult supervision.

Tickets ($22 in
advance, $27 at the
door) are on sale at B
Side Clothing.

For more informa-

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

Mission Ridge

Red

STORE PRICING!

|

Kokanee

8 pack cans

tion, contact Mel Div-
ers at 250-537-4225.

climax of the evening
as we welcome the New

THEATRE

Hylands’ Carol
performance at
Barb’s tonight

Clarification of calendar mix-up

Well-known professional actor Scott Hylands is
offering his final night of two shows of A Christ-
mas Carol at Barb’s Bakery and Bistro tonight
(Wednesday, Dec. 21), beginning at 7p.m.

Last week’s What’s On calendar inadvertently
reversed the venues of Hylands” Dec. 20-21 one-
man performances of the Dickens classic, so
that the Wednesday event was listed as being at
All Saints. However, the All Saints show was held
Dec. 20.

A cutline in a photo also described the event as
a “dramatized reading,” when it is in fact a fully
memorized performance.

Hylands is putting on the show as a fundraiser
for the Salt Spring Food Bank. Tickets cost $10
or $5 if accompanied by a donation for the food
bank.

Hylands’ 2009 performance of A Christmas
Carol in Sidney elicited the following comments
from Times Colonist reviewer Adrian Chamber-
lain.

“This one’s all about the acting. Characters
are created solely with gestures, facial expres-
sions, voice intonations. Hylands — a veteran
performer who has been in several Belfry Theatre
plays — relies on acting chops and the power of
the narrative to carry the day.”

Wine
41

»
Mission Ridge

*White Smirnoff
Wine Vodka

aL L 750 mi

Sonora
' Dessert Wines:

Cabernet Sauv/
| Shiraz/Pinot Gris/ Noir
750 mi \ *

Carolans

Irish Creme
\750 ml

Wild Goose
Pinot Gris
Battonage

750 ml

a P )
‘WHILE QUANTITIES lAST
#108-149 Fulford Ganges Rd.

Grants

Scotche
750 ml
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“Thanks to Wendy at

Gulf Island Optical, shopping
locally was quick, easy and
prompt. My new Transition
glasses are exactly what [
wanted.”
David Griffiths,

Store Manager,
Mouat’'s Home Hardware

GULF ISLANDS

OPTICAL 250-537-2648 Lancer Building

Q
No Fuss, No Ferries! Shop Locally at

WD BSiRRADRS

Awesome selection of Toques, Scarves, Socks,
Base Layer, Travel accessories, Headlamps, Hoodies ...

& Boxing Day- Dec. 26th 10-6

Join our Solstice Bonfire 5-7 for music,
hot drinks & sweet treats.

161 & 163 Fulford-Ganges Rd. Wuu

OPEN LATE DEC. 21-23rd

ur House end CFSIFM 9078 Proudy Pressnt

NEW YEARS 2012

IN THE OLD PUB

- °
“ WITH l“le

MaCalder

AND Jolmny

Tornado’ |
BLUE STONES

t Dinner, Drinks and Dancing
Bubbly at Midnight S50 Doors at 7TPM
AT THE HARBOUR HOUSE PUB

121 Upper Ganges Road Phone 537-5571

nathan@saltspringharbourhouse.com
Special Room Prices for Ticket Holders

MEDLOWE. & organic hum

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

REVIEW

Spirit of joy and togetherness
celebrated in Qil for the Lamps

Mazel tov to all
involved in world
premiere of folk opera

BY MEGHAN HOWCROFT
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

I'll be the first to admit, before
last Wednesday's performance
of Oil for the Lamps, I knew very
little about the Jewish faith and
its associated traditions, and
even less about the eight-day
celebration of Chanukah.

But sitting snug in the
ArtSpring theatre amongst a
sold-out crowd, I received one
heck of a crash course and went
home feeling educated, enlight-
ened and highly entertained.

A co-production between
ArtSpring and Active PA.S.S.,
Oil for the Lamps staged its
world premiere last week to two
very large and receptive crowds.
Composed by Joi Freed-Gar-
rod and co-directed by Rachel
Jacobson and Sue Newman,
this self-described folk opera
revealed its story through eight
dramatized song and dance
numbers (with some inter-
spersed narration), performed
mainly by Salt Spring young-
sters.

Quick to draw a laugh, Sid
Filkow (reprising his role of
Tevye from Fiddler on the Roof)
led the audience through time
as the story’s narrator — all the
way from 1906 to 2011. Provid-
ing slightly expository history
lessons, Tevye watched from
afar as his daughter Hodl (Jekka
Mack) and her family and
descendants celebrated Cha-
nukah throughout the decades.

Although there were times I
was unsure of the “plot,” it cer-
tainly didn’t detract from the
beautiful music, lively perfor-
mances and overall spirit of joy
and togetherness that the pro-
duction brought about.

The music, performed live by
talented local musicians Tami
dos Santos, Carolyn Hatch,
Michael Menard, Wendy Mil-
ton, Gail Sjuberg and Mar-
tin Thorn, and conducted by
Freed-Garrod herself, was an
absolute delight and included a
mélange of traditional-sound-
ing melodies that moved from
slow and haunting to lively and
rousing.

I particularly enjoyed The
Magic of 25, which educated the
audience on the relevance of
December 25th in various cul-
tures, and The Latke Song was
a definite crowd pleaser. What
with hilarious oversized latke-
making props and the audience
being encouraged to shout out
their favourite way to eat latkes
(the great sour cream or apple-
sauce debate), this number was
a highlight of the production.
In the Fullness of Light was my
absolute favourite; more tex-
tured than the other numbers,
it featured beautiful harmonies,
more subtle lyrics and wove
a rich tapestry of sound and
voices.

The talented young cast was
incredibly invested in the pro-
duction and the hundreds of
hours of rehearsal were evident
in both their commitment and
their ability to stay in character
throughout the opera.

The dance numbers, choreo-
graphed by Sue Newman, were
superbly executed, a perfect

PHOTO BY SIMON HENSON

Composer Joi Freed-Garrod.

blend of beautiful movement,
humour and joyful enthusiasm
(and even included one hip-
hop number featuring bongos,
breakdancing and beatboxing!).
I was also highly impressed
by some of the young, female
vocalists whose voices were
both sweet and pure, controlled
and confident.

A charming addition was the
adorable (and astoundingly
mellow) baby Ryan Krayenhoff,
who was passed on and off stage
throughout the show, stealing
scenes whenever he appeared.
I would also be remiss if I didn’'t
mention a certain little blonde
guitar player (Elizabeth Wood-
ley), who stole a few scenes her-
self with her beaming smile and
infectious enthusiasm.

PHOTO BY SIMON HENSON

The costumes and props,
which spanned various decades,
were superb and I loved all the
thoughtful (and oftentimes
hilarious) little touches, such
as when the smallest children
were dressed up as dreydls and
spun around on the floor.

I was surprised at how few
children were in the audience,
but the adult crowd was appre-
ciative nonetheless, providing
the cast and crew with a heart-
felt standing ovation. There is
nothing quite so enjoyable as
witnessing and subsequently
participating in live theatre and
music-making and as per usual
I find my favourite moments
are usually the unscripted ones

. in this production when
one of the smallest children,
dressed as a cow, got his foot
caught in his costume and had
to slip and slide offstage with
only three working “hooves.” As
adorable as it was, I must give
props to the little actor for not
allowing the unplanned glitch
to faze him.

Mazel tov to the entire cast
and crew, most especially to
Freed-Garrod, Jacobson and
Lynda Jensen (costume and set
design) for bringing something
exciting, educational and enter-
taining to our little island, and
for providing us with insight
into a faith and holiday that
some of us knew so little about.

Oil for the Lamps DVDs will
be available by contacting Joi
Freed-Garrod at jfreed@tru.ca
or by calling 250-537-1673.

From left, Joanna Lussenburg and Chris Perrins in a battle scene; and
Perrins, Elizabeth Woodley and Matthew Menard.
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SEASONAL SOUNDS: Viva Voce! choir members entertain the folks at Braehaven on Saturday
morning, led by director Deb Toole and accompanied by Chris Kodaly. They also sang at Greenwoods,
Meadowbrook, Heritage Place and Centennial Park, and from a recent event at All Saints, the choir raised

$650 for the Salt Spring Food Bank.

Mafia Elves Rob the Toy Factory

BY JACOB CLARKE
FIRST PLACE
AGE 10

All was still in the apartment
where hard-core stunt biker
Bobby Anderson slept peace-
fully.

A flash of colour zoomed
by the apartment! The thing
landed on the roof of the
apartment, a large, hulking
man dressed in a red suit. He
hopped off a big, brown, deer-
like beast.

He jumped down, ninja-
like, through the chimney.
There were two passages he
noticed as he slid through the
smokestack. His mind raced
and he decided to slide down
the right. THUD! He landed
in Bobby’s apartment’s living
room. It was Santa Comman-
do. He zoomed to Bobby’s tiny
Christmas tree.

“A few new things for his
bike, and a new helmet,” he
whispered to himself.

As he put down the last pres-
ent, he heard sirens.

He froze. The stunt biker
would wake soon. He used
his awesome pro commando
skills to basically RUN up the
chimney. As he looked out on

the roof, he saw searchlights
coming from . .. THE TOY
FACTORY. He hopped onto
Blitzen (that was the reindeer
he took for his epic mission)
and started flying towards the
factory.

As he got closer, he saw that
the front door of the toy fac-
tory was blown up. As he got
even closer, he saw little grey
specks coming out of the toy
factory.

“Not again,” he said to him-
self.

Blitzen grunted as if he
understood. He probably
did. Santa Commando knew
not to go out in the open, so
he hid in an alley beside the
toy factory. It was the MAFIA
ELVES. The Mafia Elves were
a rogue band of Christmas
elves that went around every
Christmas and robbed toy
factories. Santa Claus was too
soft and flabby to deal with
them himself, so he sent his
cousin, Santa Commando, to
take them down. Santa Com-
mando ALSO delivers the
hard-core presents to hard-
core people.

Santa Commando peeked
around the corner of the alley.
The Mafia Elves were hauling

JOY

out bags of toys. They weren’t
particularly tall, but they had
a tommy gun each and wore
dark sunglasses. There were
six of them and they looked
like they meant business.

Santa Commando was for-
mulating his AWESOME plan.
His mind raced furiously, and
then it hit him. He could speak
reindeer, so he said in rein-
deer, “Nieeeeghgrunthrrr!”
(Cause a distraction!)

Blitzen zoomed out of the
alleyway and started making
loud noises, louder than the
sirens and the gunshots!

The elves looked up, and
Santa Commando knocked
down one of the elves and
stole his gun.

The elves flipped their heads
around, but not quick enough
to stop Santa Commando
launching himself at them.

A super extreme battle
ensued, with the elves firing
their guns like no tomorrow!
Santa Commando, as awe-
some as he was, was having
trouble fighting off the elves.
So, in the commotion, he stole
the bags back, and raced off to
Blitzen. The police nabbed the
elves as he ran, and Christmas
was saved.

BY LINA LOSIER
FIRST PLACE

AGE 11 CATEGORY

The land was cov-
ered in a quilt of
snow. Everything was
in peace; snowflakes
fell from the sky and
danced to the ground.

I closed my eyes
trying to believe
how soon Christmas
would be coming. I
got up from the snow
bank where I had
made a snow angel.
My cheeks were rosy
red. I was so happy
the snow had finally
come to our island. It
had come on the last
day of school.

Everyone ran out-
side. The snow came
playing and weaving
through the branches.

As I walked through
town, I thought how
Christmas would be
for the families that
were apart. I wanted

to help, but did not
know how.

1 went by the small
church that had
opened its doors for
those in need. I could
not believe my eyes.
There were over 40
people huddled over
an open fire. They
looked cold, worn-out
and sad. They came
here for work and
hope in these cruel
times of the Depres-
sion. Everyone stared
down at the ground.
No one smiled, not
even the kids. I wished
somehow I could put
a smile on some faces.

I sat on the window
ledge of my room. I
paused and thought,
“What should I do for
the sad people?”

1 looked at a bird
flying by as if it was
going to give me the
answer. The sun melt-
ed over the sea. Just
then I had an idea.

I will get my friends
together and we will
go carolling and bring
food to the shelter.

“I need some fire-
wood, sweetie,” my
Mom called. “Com-
ing!” I said.

That evening as [
curled up in my cold
bed I was so excited
to do something spe-
cial. My Mom loved
the idea and said
she would help. I fell
asleep with peace on
my face.

The next morning
as soon as my friends
came I went to work.
We baked; flour cov-
ered our aprons. We
sang to the carols and
laughed with joy. We
made bread with the
last of the flour we
had.

Everyone brought a
ragdoll and glass mar-
bles for the kids.

My Mom gave us
a ride to town, even

though gas was
sparse. She wished us
luck and I kissed her
on the cheek. Every-
one at the shelter
looked at us. We start-
ed to sing and every-
one slowly joined in.
Their eyes lit up with
joy. A few little kids
came to get some of
our cookies and toys.
They thanked us.
One little girl stayed
around. She looked
me in the eye and said
with, “Thank you for
this doll. It is my first
one!”

From that moment
on I knew that all the
presents I would get
on Christmas morn-
ing would not bring
the same joy I felt
when seeing the lit-
tle girl open her gift.
I had put time, com-
passion and love in
giving. Simply giving
is more joyful than
receiving.

Fulond Harborar
St Spring sk
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Christmas Day - closed
Have a merry Christmas

Boxing Day - open at 9am
Brunch all day
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Brunch all day
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Join The Viva Voce Carolers,
Women of Note, The Lost Chords,
Dawn Hages’s Wind Ensemble and
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

BY ROWAN LANDAICHE
FIRST PLACE

AGE 12-13 CATEGORY

Out of all the things
that are unfair in this
world, the one with the
blinking red nose — I'm
sorry, I meant light —
beside it is that Rudolph
gets all the attention.
Just because his nose
glows does not mean
that he should get to
lead the sleigh.

I mean, that sniff-

A Fun Look At 2012, Each Month And Every Day
Hundreds Of Smiles And Enjoyment All In One Calendar
COPPER KETTLE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP CALENDAR
Great Stocking Stuffer!! « Suggested Donation $25.00

Available At Embe Bakery And Salt Spring Books!!
THANK YOU! BEST OF THE SEASON AND NEW YEAR TO ALL.

GREETINGS GIFTS GOURMET HOME & FASHION

STARTS TODAY
0%-70% OFF

ALMOST EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

F

TRAVEL
w.

SOAPWORKS SCARVES

CANDLES

JEWELLERY

FASHION

HOME

BOXING DAY - 10am-5pm

MON-SAT 9-5:30

OLD SALTY ==

250-537-5551 OLDSALTY.CA

The Commentaries of a
Sleigh-pulling Reindeer

er doesn’t even give
enough light to light
up a Christmas tree.
In my opinion, that’s
pretty lame. He’s only
like what, eight years
old? Nine? Nobody ever
thinks about Blitzen.
Or any of the others, for
that matter.

Rudolph even has
his own song . . . “But
do you recaaaallll, the
most famous reindeeeer
of aaalllllll.”

I need my own song.
How about something
like “Blitzen is the
beeeesssst, he can fly-

0"

Weeellll . . . maybe
I will work on that in
my own time. But still,

despite the obvious
favouritism, I'm proud
to be a member of the
legendary sleigh-pull-
ing reindeer. The five-
year boot camp was
hard, but it was worth it.
We had to learn how to
zoom around the world
at the speed of light,
be stealthy like a ninja
and fight off murderous
Santa Claus unbeliev-
ers.

But the hardest part
was the patience test.
Ugh. Gruelling seconds
of waiting for Santa to
stuff himself down a
chimney, fill stockings
full of stocking stuffers
and then clamber back
out. Some of the other

trainees almost went
insane. Luckily, I man-
aged to keep my cool.
It was hard, but some-
times he brought us
cookies. They were deli-
cious, except for the
time those . . . those . .
. those barbarians left
out v-v-v-venison pie.

*Shudder.*

Aside from that, the
hardest thing was seeing
all of the other reindeer
(Heh . .. “All of the other
reindeer, used to laugh
and call him names,”
Umm, never mind) that
tried out having to go
home, dejected.

But I couldn'’t really
blame the judges for
sending some of them

away. There was one
who was named Swim-
mer. I mean really, that
might be good if Mr.
Claus made his rounds
under water, but no.
Swimmer could fly okay,
at least.

Then there was the
other one who made
all of us wait while she
painted her nails and
applied her mascara.

But despite all those
tests and trials, here I
am.

Okay, it's time to leave
for Australia with Santa.
I guess I will just have
to put up with Rudolph
for another year. Maybe
I'll tell Santa about my
speculations next year.

A Christmas to Remember

BY ELIZABETH WOODLEY
SECOND PLACE

AGE 9 CATEGORY

Eddie had been extremely
excited to attend the Nativ-
ity play at ArtSpring theatre. He
loved going to ArtSpring to see
live performances.

The Nativity play was set to
take place on Dec. 23, but to
Eddie’s great disappointment
a blizzard hit Salt Spring Island
two nights before the play. Eddie
and his parents had experienced
blizzards before, but never had
they seen this much snow on
their paradise island.

Eddie’s Mom and Dad told him
that it would not be possible to
get to the Nativity play unless a
miracle erupted from hiberna-
tion.

On Dec. 23, Eddie was sitting in
his room thinking about how the
only way to escape the house was
for him to jump out of a window.
He wished the thought would
make him laugh, but at this point
the only thing that would make
him happy would be for the snow
to magically disappear.

In his mind, Eddie was plead-
ing for someone to help him find
away to ArtSpring for the perfor-
mance. How could it be Christ-
mas without seeing the Nativity
play? Eddie never thought that
anyone would be listening . . . but
someone was. . ..

Santa heard Eddie’s dilem-

ma and ordered his sleigh and
reindeer ready in 15 minutes.
Quick to their job, the sleigh
elves ran and did as they were

Eddie’s mom dropped
the plate of cheese
and crackers which
she was holding and
both his parents
stared at Santa in

speechless disbelief.

told.

Eddie was about to walk
downstairs for lunch when he
heard a jolly jingling outside.
He rushed to his window to
investigate the sound. As he
opened the window, he found
himself nose to nose with a
reindeer.

“Cupid, stop that!” roared a
deep, friendly voice.

Cupid stepped back and
Santa took his place.

“Hello, Eddie!” said Santa.

Eddie fell onto his bed in
shock.

At this moment Eddie’s mom

called him down for lunch.

“Coming!” he replied.

Eddie got to his feet and stut-
tered.

“You. You. You're Santa,
aren’'t you?”

“Ye..Ye..Yes!” Santa joked.

Together, Eddie and the jolly
old elf walked downstairs to
the kitchen.

Eddie’s mom dropped the
plate of cheese and crackers
which she was holding and
both his parents stared at Santa
in speechless disbelief.

“Dad,” Eddie said, “Santa has
offered to drive me to ArtSpring
in his sleigh. Can I go?”

Knowing their son’s big
Christmas wish, they happily
agreed.

Santa helped Eddie into the
sleigh and off they went.

“There it is — there’s
ArtSpring!” Eddie screamed in
excitement.

Santa agreed with no hesi-
tation. Santa did not want
to cause a sensation, so he
changed into some more
inconspicuous clothes and
said, “Now Dasher, now Danc-
er, now Prancer and Vixen. On
Comet, on Cupid, on Donner
and Blitzen. Now onto the roof,
not into the hall! Now dash
away dash away dash away all!”

Eddie and Santa loved the
Nativity play and this Christ-
mas was surely a Christmas to
remember.

Santa’s Revenge

BY NATHAN WELSH
SECOND PLACE
AGE 10 CATEGORY

One Christmas on
Beddis Road, Salt
Spring, all the people
had been very naugh-
ty that year except
Reed.

He had been a very
good boy that year.
Santa decided to give
him a Christmas pres-
ent that he had always
wanted — an ostrich.

He also decided to
punish all the other
people on Beddis
Road by giving them
an ostrich, too.

On Christmas Day
Reed woke up and
went downstairs and
he saw under the
table pecking at some

crumbs an ostrich
with a polka-dotted
bow tied around its
neck. He was so excit-
ed because he got
what he always want-
ed for Christmas, an
ostrich!

Reed put the ostrich
named Bob in his
chicken pen and Bob
played happily with
his new friends the
chickens.

Meanwhile, at the
houses on Beddis
Road, everyone was
having a horrible
morning. When they
went to open their
presents there was
nothing because an
ostrich had pecked,
prodded and eaten
most of their pres-
ents. Some of the

trees were broken or
knocked over, orna-
ments were shattered
on the floor, and fur-
niture was scattered
across the room.

The people tried to
chase the ostriches
out of their houses
but they would not
leave and in the house
they started to rip up
beds, break chairs, eat
the food in the fridge
and toss belongings
all over the rooms.
Those that did leave
tore up the gardens
and lawns, ate the
flowers and nested in
the cars.

The people on Bed-
dis Road realized why
Santa had sent the
ostriches as presents
— they had been bad

during the year. So
they emailed Santa
and begged his for-
giveness and prom-
ised they would be
good next year.

Santa decided to
send the ostriches
back to South Africa
where they belonged,
but it might take a few
days.

After the ostriches
had gone, the peo-
ple moved back into
their houses, having
learned a lesson.

Meanwhile, Reed
was able to keep his
ostrich Bob and they
became good friends.

It had been an
interesting Christmas
on Salt Spring. I won-
der what will happen
next year?
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The Morning of Tears

BY JYAH FLAM
SECOND PLACE
AGE 17 CATEGORY

It was early morning; the
sun was just peeking above
the urban scenery. The city
was chilled in a misty blan-
ket, which limited one’s
vision. The fiery sun was tint-
ing the mist with a reddish-
bronze colour, while a slight
dusting of wet snow caressed
the shaded sidewalks. As the
snow melted, a flow of icy
water gradually made its way
down the drainpipes. The
streets were asleep, the town
still hibernating from the
previous evening.

Aloud bus drove by a near-
by street, momentarily wak-
ing the town, then leaving it
behind to its slumber. The air
was sharp, cold and left one’s
face feeling like icy stone.
Above the towering land-
scape, seagulls flew, screech-
ing away at the morning
sun. Beyond the city scene
lay old mountains towering
above, watching the world’s
every move below. A line of
snow was circling the coastal
mountain range.

It was Christmas morning.
The shops were closed and
the people were at home cel-
ebrating. A middle-aged man
sat sheltered underneath the
doorway of the local coffee
shop. The building was con-
structed in a grey modern
slate. Inside, the chairs were
put away and the lights were
off, looking uninviting and
abandoned. The man was
layered in dirty blankets and
a black cotton toque covered
his brow. His face was pale,
bearded, but complex and
wise. His face told a story of a

well-lived life, while his long
brown hair drooped down,
covering his eyes.

As the sun inched its way
into the sky, a woman and
a girl briskly walked by the
man, their boots clank-
ing on the sleepy concrete
like a horse trotting along a
road. The woman stared at
the man judgingly and yet
intriguingly. She wore an ele-
gant black coat, leather mitts
and boots. Her hair swayed
tenderly on her shoulders,
and her skin was fair.

The young girl held her
mother’s hand softly while
curiously inspecting the
man, not taking her gentle
eyes off him. The girl was
wearing a bright white jacket
that attracted the attention
of the man.

His gaze dropped as he
realized what had drawn his
interest. He lay there star-
ing down at the holes in his
shoes. As the mother and
daughter were at least 20
yards past the old man, the
young girl looked behind her
and let go of her mother’s
grip.

She ran back to where the
middle-aged man lay. In a
sharp, high-pitched voice,
her words trembled out of
her innocently.

“It’s Christmas morning .

. why aren’t you with your
family?”

In the distance a train
raced along its tracks, its
monotone noise reaching
the depths of the city. The
man responded in a hoarse,
surprised voice. “It’s Christ-
mas, eh? Well, little one, not
everyone has a family these
days.”

His words reached the two

strangers that watched him.
The mother now caught up
to her girl.

“Come on, Ruby, we're
going to be late for break-
fast,” she said irritably.

The man and the
mother stared at each
other for what seemed
to last minutes. Finally,
the girl broke the

deathly silence.

The little girl ignored her
mother’s demanding speech
and asked the man, “Do you
want to have breakfast with
us?”

The man looked at the
mother and a single tear
welled up in the man’s brown
eyes and trickled down his
wrinkly face.

The mother stood frozen
and amazed by the fearless-
ness her daughter possessed,
but she also seemed to turn
white. as if she had seen a
ghost. The man and the
mother stared at each other
for what seemed to last min-
utes. Finally, the girl broke
the deathly silence.

“Why are you crying?” she
asked.

The man turned his vision
to the girl. A million thoughts
raced through his mind,
thoughts of understanding,

A Friend for Christmas

disbelief and the search for
solutions.

“It’s just that you two
remind me of some . . .
friends from way back,” he
said.

His body and words
were shaking, another tear
dripped from the left edge of
his nose.

The mother looked at her
daughter and said, “Let’s go
right now Ruby!” in a force-
ful voice.

She grabbed the girl’s
hand firmly and dragged her
by the arm away from the
man.

They briskly strode down
the sidewalk. The daughter
glanced back at the man; her
face was full of fear and con-
fusion.

“Let me go, Mom, I was
only being nice,” she
whined.

The man was left where
he wa, the peaceful morning
turning into a chaotic city
scene. People were up and
about, cars racing by and
everyone full of Christmas
cheer. The man’s sadness
stood out like black against
white. He leaned to one side
and reached into his back
pocket, pulling his worn-out
leather wallet. His fingers
were shaking; he opened it
and took out a photo in one
of these slits.

His eyes poured like a
waterfall of tears. The photo
sent shivers into his body;
in it stood a young couple
smiling happily and hold-
ing a newborn baby girl. The
couple both looked clean-
cut and had brown hair. The
photo brought memories of
his past life, leaving him with
disbelief and hurt.
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BY MADELINE

WOODLEY
SECOND PLACE

AGE 11 CATEGORY

The icy December
air greeted Claire as she
stepped off the bus. The
wind was blowing gen-
tly, but the cold air still
cut through her thick
fleece coat. Claire’s
backpack pulled heavily
down on her shoulders.
Rounding a corner, her
house came into view.
Taking in the scene, she
let out a long sigh of dis-
appointment.

Her mom had obvi-
ously been too busy to
put up any Christmas
decorations. Wearily
she climbed the back
steps to her house and
pulled the door closed
behind her. Her call of
“I'm home!” echoed
eerily through the
deserted house. Evi-
dently, her parents were
still at work.

Friday Dec. 9th 2011

After writing the date
on one of her math
papers, Claire sat back
and recalled the last
two blocks. They'd been
the start of a new set of
exploratories. One of
Claire’s was leadership,
in which two partners
do something to help

your community or a
worthy cause.

The teacher who
was running the lead-
ership exploratory had
decided that he was
going to assign part-
ners to assure that there
wouldn't be anyone left
out. Claire had been
partnered up with a girl
named Angelina. Ange-
lina wasn’'t a person
who had many friends
— if she had any at all.
Claire was puzzled at
this since Angelina was
always kind and cheer-
ful.

SRR R RO

BRIIINNNGGG!
Claire woke suddenly
the next morning to
the sound of the phone
ringing. Her alarm clock
read 8:30 a.m.

“Hello?”

“Hi, it’s Angelina. Did
I wake you up?”

“No,” replied Claire,
not wanting to be rude.

“I was wondering if
you wanted to come
over so we could discuss
our project over a cup of
hot chocolate. My fami-
ly’s making gingerbread
men today. Maybe you
could make some too!”

“Ummm . . . ."” Claire
trailed off.

She secretly wanted
to go, curious to find

out what Angelina was
like. She really didn’t
have anything better to
do anyway.

“Sure. What time?”

SRR R

At 1:00, Claire found
herself standing outside
of Angelina’s house. As
soon as she rang the
doorbell, Claire could
hear the sound of
laughter.

“Angelina must have
some younger siblings,”
Claire thought with
some envy, seeing as
she was an only child.

Angelina answered
the door with two

young children hanging
from her.

“Come in!” she said,
grinning.

The first 10 minutes
were awkward ones.
The general coziness
of Angelina’s home was
unfamiliar to Claire.
She didn't quite know
how to react. Slowly, she
became accustomed to
the feeling of ease that
Angelina’s family pos-
sessed. By 4:00, Claire
was having more fun
than she'd ever had!

“Why don't you stay
overnight?” asked
Angelina.

Claire called her par-
ents and they agreed
to it as long as she was

back by 10:00 the next
day.

During the visit, the
girls had decided that
for their project they
would put on a Christ-
mas cookie fundraiser
and donate the pro-
ceeds to the food bank.

On Monday they pre-
sented it to their teach-
er, who thought it was a
wonderful idea.

Claire went home
and asked her dad if he
would help make post-
ers since he was very
good with computers.

Thursday after
school, Angelina and
Claire met and baked 12
dozen cookies for their
sale the next day. The
fundraiser turned out to
be a huge success.

That afternoon,
Claire went home and
did some decorating
of her own. When her
mom came home, she
found her daughter
waiting for her in the
kitchen with everything
ready to make cookies.
Between them they did
a great deal of giggling.
Her mom got time
to connect with her
daughter while Claire
found the pre-Christ-
mas feeling that she
had been missing and
she made a new and
very special friend.

\\\\\

It seems to be the age of the “lazy” comedy,
/the51ap dash affair in which a bunch of name

actors are thrown together

around a weak script itself compiled of ideas

from other, better movies.
Whether you like a given

depends on one thing: whether or not you
find the actors funny. In the case of Horrible
I guess | like the actors.

The plot, though that's being generous,
involves three L.A. friends who decide to kill
their respective workplace superiors. There's
Nick (Jason Bateman), whose life is controlled
by the devious and controlling Dave (Kevin
Spacey). Kurt (Jason Sudeikis) had a great
job at a chemical plant, until his friendly
older boss (Donald Sutherland) died and
left the place in the control of coke-addled,
combover-wearing Bobby (Colin Ferrell). Dale
(Charlie Day) is a dental assistant, working
for a dentist (Jennifer Aniston) seemingly
addicted to sexual harassment.

Eventually the three men crack and find

Bosses ...

themselves under the advice

consultant” (Jamie Foxx). The plan, inspired
by Hitchcock’s Strangers on a Train, is for one
of each of them to murder another’s boss. I'll
give you one guess as to whether or not it

works.

Horrible Bosses is, cinematically speaking,

]
newamivals
MIDNIGHT IN PARIS -« HOSTEL PART 3
THE DOLPHIN TALE - POOL BOYS

pretty horrible. The script, in terms of
story, is pretty horrible, and the directing
is bland. Throw in the fact that this is one
of those films that tries really, really hard
to be “edgy” in regards to language and
sexuality (i.e. bad words about body parts),
and I'd guess most audiences would find it a
particularly unpleasant experience.

However, if you find the main three actors
(Bateman, Sudeikis and Day, all known for
varying television roles) appealing, and are
interested to see the likes of Spacey, Aniston
and Farrell playing against type, I'd bet you'd
like Horrible Bosses.

Day is a bit of an acquired taste, but there's
something charming about his stupidity, and
Bateman’s “woe is me” hang-dog expression
mixes well with Sudeikis’ goofball horniness.
Horrible Bosses works best when the plot just
straight-up stops and allows these three to
yap at each other.

So, | guess this could be considered a
positive review. Am | so indifferent to the
craft of filmmaking that 'm suckered in by the
screen equivalent of an improv show at the
local comedy club? It's kind of sad, in a way.

to improvise

lazy comedy

of a “murder

250-537- 4477
..your locally owned video shop!
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Santa has arrived early at Mid
Island Co-op, with $25.00 in fuel
being given away PER DAY at EACH
of our 14 retail locations!

From December 1st to the 24th, fill
up and enter for daily draws at
any Mid Island Co-op location

and you could win $25.00 in fuel!

CHRISTMAS STORIES

Bob & Joe

BY JACOB STOCKS
SECOND PLACE

AGE 6-8 CATEGORY

Once upon a time there was a little boy named Bob
and he lived in Toronto. One day Bob found a penguin
on top of his fort.

He went to say hi to the penguin. The penguin said,
“Hi, my name is Joe!”

And the boy said, “What are you doing on my fort?”

Joe said, “I am looking for a friend. Can you be my
friend?”

Bob said, “Yes.”

Bob said, “It’s almost Christmas, but I can't decide
what to get from Santa. Can you help me decide?”

Joe said, “YES! But we have to go to the North Pole.”

Bob said, “Why do we have to go to the North Pole?”

“Because that's where all of the good stuffis,” said Joe.

So Bob grabbed his rowboat and they rowed to the
North Pole. On the way there was an iceberg in their
way. The iceberg was so big they couldn't get by. They
tried going around, but there were Polar Bears in their
way. They asked the Polar Bears whether they could go
through.

The Polar Bears said, “Yes. But first you have to answer
these three questions.”

The first question was “Where are you going?”

They answered “to the North Pole.”

The second question was “Why are you going to the
North Pole?”

Bob said “Because I can't decide what I want for
Christmas.”

The last question was “Did you say ‘please may we go
through?”

And Bob and Joe said, “How could we forget our man-
ners? May we please go through?” The Polar Bears said
YES.

When they made it to the North Pole they spotted
Santa. They went up to Santa and said, “Where is all the
best stuff here?”

Santa said, “In my workshop, of course.”

Santa showed them the way into the workshop. In the
workshop there was so much toys Bob and Joe could not
believe it. There were remote-control race cars, stuffies
all over the place, robots of all sizes. There were hockey
sticks and the best thing of all under the giant Christmas
tree was a blue shiny guitar.

Bob ran up to the guitar and started playing it. All of
Santa’s elves stopped what they were doing and started
watching Bob. Bob was shy so he stopped playing.

He said to Joe, “This is what I want from Santa.”

Then I heard my mom say, “Bob, it’s time for school.”
And I realized it was all a dream. But it was Christmas
now and I knew what I wanted for Christmas.

Tom Meets Santa

Nanaimo: Bowen Road , Bruce Avenue, Brooks Landing,
Cranberry Ave, W oodgrove Crossing , Downtown Viictoria Crescent,
4750Hammond BayRoad  + Ladysmith: ~ Coronation Mall+
Parksville: - Alberni Hwy & Church Road+  Downtown Parksville:
202Eastlsland Hwy  « Whiskey Creek: 3702 Alberni Huy»
Gabriola: - North Road + Salt Springlsland: 135 Rainbow Road
Chemainus:  Island Hwy & Smiley Road

BY BEN SHUGAR
FIRST PLACE
AGE 670 8 CATEGORY

Tom wants to meet
Santa at the North Pole.
Tom asks his mom if
Santa is really real.

“Of course not,” she
says.

Tom asks his friends
if Santa is real and his
friends say, “Of course he
is real!”

Tom decides he should

find out himself if Santa
is real. He heads out for
the North Pole walking.
He gets caught in some
really thick clouds of fog.
He can't see where he is
going and he ends up lost.
But, Santa was not at the
North Pole anyways, he
was heading toward Tom
on his Christmas Eve trip.
Rudolf is at the front of
the line so he lights up the
sky and Tom can see the
red light. He starts run-

ning to the red light and
Santa almost goes past
him before he sees him
and turns around to go
back and get him.

Santa scoops up Tom
into the sleigh, saving him
from being lost forever.

Tom says, “Are you real-
ly Santa or are you just a
pretend Santa like at the
float plane?”

“Ho, ho, ho, I am really
Santa and I know you are
Tom and that you have

been a very good boy all
year! I was just heading
to your house to give you
some presents, so I will
take you there. Go back to
bed and I will come back
in awhile.”

Of course Tom did
what Santa said and fell
right to sleep. When he
woke up he saw a tree full
of presents underneath.

He knew Santa was real,
but was the night a dream
or did it really happen?

Supponi;gi(:oinilr;unity -100% Member Owned - www.midisland.coop

We've put our sink
on a fat-free diet.

That's because, around here, we know that all drains lead to
our water habitats. So we never put fats, oils or grease from
cooking or leftovers down our drains. Instead, we put them in

a used container, refrigerate them until they become solid and
discard them with our household garbage. It's a good feeling to
know that we're helping to keep our water habitats healthy.

Visit www.crd.bc.ca/cleanwater to find out how.

www.crd.bc.ca
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

BY JASMIN LUNDY
FIRST PLACE

AGE 17 CATEGORY

She looked outside and
saw a blanket of white snow.
It was Christmas Eve, and
Anna was still wide awake.
She didn’t care about going
to sleep early or being a good
kid anymore. She had heard
the most devastating news
today.

Anna and her mom went
shopping earlier, just to
get the last fixings for their
Christmas dinner. Anna
walked past two teenage
boys talking about Christ-
mas. She overheard one sen-
tence that would change her
outlook on all of Christmas.

“Yeah, too bad Santa
doesn'’t exist.”

What does this mean? she
thought. She had seen Santa
many times at the mall; he
even came to school once!
Year after year Santa would

Christmas Spirit

eat the cookies and milk she
placed by the fireplace for
him. Who else would put
presents under the tree?
Sure, she had never techni-
cally seen Santa, but he had
to be real, right? Anna pon-
dered all of these questions
while looking outside at the
white landscape.

Finally she decided to con-
front her mom.

“Mom, does Santa exist?”
asked the shy Anna.

“Of course, love,” replied
her mom.

“Well, I heard people talk-
ing about him and they said
that he doesn't.”

“Oh, I see. I guess maybe
to some people Santa doesn’t
exist, but to others he does

“Would you two like some
hot chocolate?” Anna’s dad
shouted from the kitchen.
Anna looked at her mom,
and she nodded.

“Yes please!” Anna replied.

She was confused and decid-
ed to leave the conversation
and warm up with some hot
chocolate.

Her father handed her a
warm cup filled with hot
chocolate, topped off with
whipped cream, and offered
her a gingerbread cookie.
Anna accepted it and smiled;
she loved the treats her par-
ents would bake with her at
Christmas time. And then
she remembered once again
why she was sad. She headed
upstairs and told her parents
she was going to bed.

There she was, sitting on
her favourite chair looking
out of the window. In any
years previous she would be
fast asleep, anticipating San-
ta’s arrival. But this year was
unlike the rest.

Anna just sat on her bed
looking outside. She always
felt like Christmas was a
magical time. The outside
looked magical enough, with

Christmas lights illuminat-
ing the night and snow-
flakes slowly falling over the
hills. But where was Santa?
What would happen tonight
if Santa didn’t come? This
doesn'’t feel like Christmas at
all, she thought.

Suddenly amidst all the
colourful Christmas lights
she saw a flash of red high
in the sky. Next came a faint
sound; Anna listened closely
... It was the bells on Santa’s
sleigh! Anna was sure of it.
She knew what she had just
seen was Santa’s sleigh. She
turned her night light off and
hurried to bed.

It didn’t matter whether
those boys in the grocery
store thought Santa didn’t
exist. Anna had just seen
proof! She closed her eyes
and fell asleep smiling, with
the knowledge that Santa
may not exist to everyone,
but to her he was as real as
could be.

Christmas Time Needs Love

BY MAJA NORDINE

but I love it. Even

Salt Spring Island Community Services

268 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
‘ 250-537-9971
X_www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca
AN COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth
and families.
* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service
is free and confidential.
¥ Family Place:
Baby Talk & Breastfeeding Support: Mon. 10:30-12
Stay & Play Drop-In: Fri. 10-1 & Tues, Thurs. 12-3
Parent:Child Mother Goose: Wed. 10-12, Fernwood Elementary
¥ Let's Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:30-
9:30 pm. Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,
349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover, 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to
midnight at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 250-533-4840
¥ 24-r. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected
with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

(apital Regional District  CIel)

SECOND PLACE
AGE 12-13 CATEGORY

Christina. That’s
my name.

Mother says that
Christina is an ugly
name because father
chose it. Mother
says that father gets
everything he wants.
Father named my
brother too.

Father won’t be
here for Christmas.
He’s on a business
trip. Mother gets
all sad when we ask
when father will get
home, or when he will
call. She says that he’s
very busy. I hope he
calls soon.

Father was away
last Christmas too. He
went away with his
boss to the Bahamas.
He called on Christ-
mas Day, [ remember.

' SAUNDERS SUBARU | 335 549 3001

Actually, I remember
the whole conversa-
tion quite vividly.

“Hello?” I had
answered the phone
uncertainly.

“Christina!” my

father’s muffled voice
had travelled over the
phone from whatever
distant place.

“Hi, Daddy.”  heard
my voice echo into
the phone.

“Are you okay?”

Daddy’s voice had
been bored. For some
reason I felt he was
only calling so Moth-
er wouldn’t be mad.

“Yes, Daddy.” I
had heard a woman’s
voice on the other
side. Who was she?

“Okay then honey,
I'm going to leave
now.”

“Daddy! Where are
you?” I was scared.

“Not now, Christi-

na. Merry Christmas.”
The line had gone
blank.

Father hadn’t even
called yet and it was
Christmas morning.

Our tree was up, a
designer had done it.
I had wanted to dec-
orate it, but Mother
said it would “clash”
with the walls. All
the ornaments were
matching gold.

It was nothing like
my friends’ trees,
which were filled
with homemade dec-
orations. Our tree
was fake. Mother had
bought it at Home
Depot, along with the
ornaments.

Our tree had tons of
presents from Mother
and Father to me and
Maxy — too many.

Even though all the
presents were there,
and the fake tree was

bright, I felt empty.

Mother was scowl-
ing. Father was some-
where I didn’t know.
Where had Christmas
gone?

ERE R

I'm Lexi, and I love
Christmas. It’s one
of the best times in
the year. On Christ-
mas, Mum always
hangs up some lights
on our tree outside.
She makes popcorn,
and strings it on it
too. She says that it’s
for the birds, even
though we eat some
of it sometimes when
we're hungry.

Dad cuts a tree
down with his pick
axe every year. It usu-
ally takes him a while.
He always gets the
bushiest tree he can
find, and tries to fit it
into our tiny house.

Our house is small,

though I share aroom
and a bed with my lit-
tle brother and sister,
I don’t mind.

In the winter it’s
nice having some
extra heat. On Christ-
mas Eve, we all sit
by the fire and sing
Christmas songs.
Then, Mum makes
some homemade hot
apple cider.

Every year Mum
and Dad look sorry
and apologize for
not having presents
for us. We never com-
plain — it’s not like
we need presents
anyway.

We have everything
we need because
Christmas time
doesn’t need presents
or big ornaments,
Christmas time needs
love. Love for every-
one.

Application/Nominations For

Saft Spring Island Community
Economic Development
Commission

The CRD invites applications or nominations from
residents interested in sitting on the Salt Spring Island
Community Economic Development Commission.

The Commission has a mandate to develop a
comprehensive profile on economic activity and to
prepare a development strategy for the long term
economic, social and environmental well-being of the
island. The Commission liaises with other levels of
government, private sector and other organizations
with respect to relevant issues.

There are two to four vacancies available on the
Commission that require a two-year commitment.
Meetings are held monthly, with other events and
workshops scheduled as required.

Please send a short summary describing your interest,
expertise and why you would like to serve on the
Commission. Nominees should be locally based

and have some experience with local community

or business groups. While the Commission is not a
stakeholder body, representation from a broad base of
community interests and sectors is desired.

Deadline for receipt of applications is December 30, 2011.
Please email your application to:
directorssi@crd.bc.ca

or mail to:
#5 =105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2V5

T: 250.528.0009 g

Winter. FinaIIy:

Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive. Traction Control. Yeah baby.

THE NEW 2012 FORESTER

*8 STANDARD FEATURES: * Symmetrical full-time AWD  170HP

" BOXER engine ¢ 5-spd manual transmission with Hill Holder
' system ¢ Heated front seats  Driver and front passenger front-

-~ and side-impact airbags ¢ AC ¢ Vehicle Dynamics Control
‘. systemand Traction Control system ¢ Roof rails ® And more.

Incomparably equipped from $28,1 05*

Lease/Finance
24 mos., as lowas

2.9%

%%@ HOLIDAY
BONUS

%500

1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

& SUBARU

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca
DL#5932
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20% OFF

Games, Toys, Timberkids, Journals

Communi

Salt Spring Books

104 McPhillips Avenue ¢ 250-537-2812

—

SAFE » FREE » CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women's Outreach
Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

Quality
Doesn’t Cost...
It Pays!

Fine cookware
& accessories
available at:

=
Love My Kitchen
FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd
250-537-5882

T )
Attention New

Salt Springers!

" ;‘:l.ww Wagun
4 Canden rabocn

Don't miss your
opportunity for a
great welcome visit.
Call Haley today for
your greeting, gifts
& useful info.

250-537-1558

WiLcomes
"”.‘A_(]'(.);\‘

J @bR LADY OF GRACE AND &

ST. PAUL'S CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Roman Catholic Church, 135 Drake Road

All Masses are at Our Lady of Grace Church unless otherwise noted:

CHRISTMAS:
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass, 7 pm Saturday, Dec 24 (Carols at 6 pm)
Midnight Mass, Midnight at St. Paul's, Fulford (Carols at 11 pm)
Christmas Day Mass, 10 am Sunday, Dec 25 (Carols at 9:30 am)

NEW YEAR’S, JANUARY 01
Anticipatory Mass, 5 pm Saturday Dec 31
Adoration 11 pm — Midnight Mass, 12 midnight
New Year’s Day Mass 8 am at St. Paul's, Fulford
and 10 am at Our Lady of Grace

Our Lady of Grace extends every blessing
to you and your family
for a Joyous Christmas and New Year

7

HISTORY

Island man’s transport achievements

Viking Air
founder Nils
Christensen

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Spring resident
Nils Christensen has
found his name on some
exclusive invitation lists
this year: first as a guest
of the King of Norway in
November and then as
a member of Canada’s
Aviation Hall of Fame,
where he’ll be inducted
next June.

At 90 years old Chris-
tensen has an impres-
sive resume behind him,
which includes founding
the successful deHavil-
land aircraft builder
Viking Air in Sidney and
meetings with three gen-
erations of Norwegian
royalty.

His beginnings were
more humble, however.
Born in Oslo in 1921,
he began his mechanic
training when he was
15 and joined the mer-
chant navy when he was
18, shipping supplies to
the Allied forces in the
Pacific.

Christensen was
intending to be at sea
for a short contract, but
while his ship was in dry
dock in New York in 1940,
the crew learned that
Norway had effectively
entered the war follow-
ing its invasion and sub-
sequent occupation by
Germany.

“So I couldn’t go
home,” Christensen
recalled. “Instead of six
months I was gone for six
years.”

According to Stiftelsen
Arkivet, the Archive Foun-
dation of Norway, “The

Norwegian Merchant
Fleet’s effort was one of
the most important Nor-
wegian contributions to
the Allied victory during
World War II and includ-
ed shipping 40 per cent
of the fuel to the Allies in
Europe. As early as 1941,
British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill and
U.S. President Franklin
D. Roosevelt stated that
the Norwegian Merchant
Fleet ‘is worth more for
the Allied cause than a
million soldiers.”

Norway’s royal family
had always been aware of
the merchant fleet’s sig-
nificance and reinforced
its appreciation during
the ceremony held on
Nov. 22 of this year. Mer-
chant navy veterans were
invited — at the expense
of the Norwegian gov-
ermnment — to attend the
dedication of the newly
restored merchant ship
Hestmanden as a nation-
al wartime seafarers’
museum. The ship was
built in 1911, survived
two world wars in Nor-
way’s service and is the
only ship remaining from
Nortraship’s fleet today.

Christensen, who trav-
elled to Kristiansand,
Norway with his daugh-
ter Marit McBride, was
one of some 240 veterans
to attend the ceremony
and a special luncheon
with King Harald.

“I never expected it,”
he said of the invita-
tion, but noted Norway’s
royalty does not main-
tain the same stand-off
attitude to the public as
Britain’s does. In fact,
while shaking hands
with Harald this fall,
Christensen reminded
him they had met when

¥,

VALN
\\\ﬂj )

N

The Anglican Parish of Salt Spring Island
Christmas Services for 2011

“O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray.”

Saturday, December 24th
Carol Eucharists with Blessing of the Créche
4:00 p.m. All Saints, Ganges
7:00 p.m. St. Mary’s, Fulford

Icons, Incense, Carols & Candlelight
10:30 p.m. “Midnight Mass” at All Saints

Sunday, December 25th
“And the Word became flesh”
11:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (BCP) at
St. Mark’s, Central

Sunday, January 1st

“The Naming of Jesus: New Year’s Day”
10:00 a.m. Eucharist in Celtic Christian

Tradition at All Saints

feted in both Norway and Canada

Clockwise from top left: Nils Christensen in Norway last month; underground
holes where the Germans housed their Russian prisoners of war; the crew that
surveyed Norway for damage after the war, with Christensen at far right and
Prince Olav centre forward with beret.

the current king was
just a child in the “Little
Norway” air force train-
ing camp located near
Toronto.

How did Christensen
end up at an air force
training base after begin-
ning his service in the
merchant navy? After
three years he'd had
enough of the hard and
lonely life that included
all the dangers of war but
still only accorded civil-
ian status. The ship’s crew
were on severely limited
rations while delivering
much better supplies to
the troops, and they had
to live in absolute secrecy
while docked, not permit-
ted to talk or even listen
to the radio at night for
fear of attracting German
attention. Christensen’s
ship was on route to Pan-
ama with a cargo of oil
when Pearl Harbour was
attacked and the captain
was ordered to scuttle his
boat if it was also attacked
by the Japanese.

The final straw came
after Christensen’s ship
was berthed next to its sis-
ter ship in Rio de Janeiro
in 1942. Soon after setting
out, the crew learned the
other ship had been tor-
pedoed just off the Balti-
more River and everyone
on board killed.

“You were an old
man if you were 25,” he
observed, noting there
were some 10,000 teenag-
ers in the 34,000-member
merchant fleet.

“Iwaslucky—wenever
really had an encounter
with the enemy.”

Serving in the air force
'was a lot safer, and Chris-
tensen said it was not
uncommon for people
like himself to make the
switch. But not many of
those who joined up had
the same opportunity to
join the crew flying the
Peace Commission in to
Norway to negotiate Ger-
many’s surrender there in
May 1945.

“There were 360,000
German forces, so it was
a very tense situation,
because no one knew
how the Germans would
go,” Christensen said.

In fact, as he learned
shortly after while survey-
ing the country after the
war, the Germans had
already destroyed much
of Norway under the
“scorched earth” policy
during their retreat from
the Russians.

Touring the nation
as chief engineer while
Crown Prince Olav toured
the country by air for
two weeks, Christensen
witnessed the unbeliev-
able destruction that had
taken place during the
years he was away. The
northern region near the
Arctic Circle was riddled
with foxholes, where
Russian prisoners of war
were forced to live. Many
towns and cities had been
burned to their founda-
tions.

Christensen left the air

force in 1947, and went
to work in Holland before
emigrating to Canada
with his wife Sheila. Nor-
way’s devastation had
been so great that a hous-
ing crisis persisted for
many years after the war,
and despite his service he
was low down on the list
forahome.

In Canada the family
braved Toronto and Sault
Ste. Marie before Chris-
tensen accepted a job
as chief of maintenance
with the Victoria Fly-
ing Club. Arriving at the
tail end of six months of
snow in the Sault, Sheila
remembers stepping off
the plane in B.C. as akin
to the moment when
Dorothy arrived in Oz
and the black and white
world changed to Tech-
nicolour.

Christensen will be in
Montreal in June 2012
for his induction to
Canada’s Aviation Hall of
Fame. During his career
he became manager of
McKinnon Enterprises,
which rebuilt and con-
verted Grunman Goose
planes. When that com-
pany closed in 1970, he
started Viking Air and
specialized in overhaul-
ing and converting sea
planes. The company
obtained the parts man-
ufacturing rights and
acquired the building
certificates for several
heritage deHavilland air-
craft, including Beaver
and Otter models.
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

PHOTO Y DERRICK LUNDY

BAGGING THE GOODS: \olunteers who helped pack Christmas hampers on Friday and Saturday
at the Farmers'Institute hold trademark Compliments re-usable Thrifty Foods bags used in the effort.

CHARITABLE NEWS

|ODE funds help meet diverse
needs within the community

New members
welcomed in HMS
Ganges chapter

The HMS Ganges Chapter of
the IODE continued its generous
ways in 20ll, with a huge range of
organizations benefitting from its
funds, as well as three high school
scholarship winners.

Through fundraising and gam-
ing funds of $11,000, the following
received help this year:

* The Salt Spring Food Bank

* Salt Spring Hospice/Bessie
Dane Foundation

* Gulf Island Centre for Ecologi-
cal Learning — Summer Program

YOUTH INITIATIVE

* Therapeutic Riding Associa-
tion

* Seniors Services Society —
Driving Program

* Food for Thought Program-
Snack food for the schools

e Library books for seven
schools

« IODE Humanitarian Award for
ahigh school graduate

 IODE Environmental Award
for a high school graduate

* C.Prior Award for a high school
graduate in the chef’s program

* Transition House — a stove
and personal supplies

e Swish Fund-laundry and
showers for the homeless

» Copper Kettle — survival kits

for the homeless

« Island Wildlife Natural Care
Centre — winter food

¢ Community Christmas ham-
pers

o Gulf Island Families Together
Society — craft supplies

* Santa’s Workshop — toys,
clothes and household items

IODE is a Canadian women’s
charitable organization serving
Canada since 1900 and has had a
chapter on Salt Spring since 1914,
now called HMS Ganges Chapter.
New members are welcomed.

For more information on how
to join the group, contact Flor-
ence Wiseman at 250-538-1882
or Ann Blackett at 250-537-9658.

Cookie sale reaps sweet rewards

Jasmin Wilson
continues
hospital support

A young girl’s effort
to raise funds for the
BC Children’s Hospital
Foundation reached
new heights on Satur-
day afternoon, collect-
ing $2,500 in fewer than

three and a half hours.

Customers at the
Country Grocer com-
plex got to choose
between freshly baked
chocolate chip, peanut
butter, shortbread and
mincemeat delicacies
as 10-year-old Jasmin
Wilson held her third
annual Christmas
cookie fundraising
event.

“It was amazing,”
said Jasmin’s mom Liz
Wilson, one of several
parents, friends and
family members who
baked up the batch of
more than 1,000 holi-
day treats.

Nearly four years
ago, Jasmin spent three
months undergoing
treatment for a pain-
ful and life-threatening

condition called Com-
partment Syndrome.
Wilson’s cookie sales
have been held annu-
ally since her recovery
as a way to thank hospi-
tal staff.

What began as a
relatively modest $500
effort at the foot of her
family’s driveway has
now raised close to
$5,000 in three years.

Christmas party on Dec. 8.

Spirit of Salt Spring

Cherie Geauvreau of the Copper Kettle Community Partnership accepts a cheque for $550 from Erica
Ross of the Salt Spring Tennis Association after the SSTA collected the amount from its members at its

- Driftwood for local businesses

The Spirit of Salt Spring
is a regular feature in the

and organizations to publicize
charitable donations.
First-come, first-served basis
as space permits.

Call Gail Sjuberg for details.

driftwood
328 Lower Ganges Rd
250-537-9933

fHeres my
Card!

Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.

Campetf & ) cam

Despite every technological
advance, business cards remain
an essential business tool.
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« Quality Dry Cleaners
« Shirt Service & Laundry
+ Blankets, Comforters

& Duvets

« Entrance Mat Rentals
« Vacuum Cleaner Sales
& Servicing

Tues.-Fri. 8:30-5/ Sat. 10-4

Linen & Dry Cleaners 250.537.2241
116 Hereford Ave., Saltspring Island BC V8K 2T4  drycleaners@telus.net

\
SALTSPRING

PAUL REYNOLDS

owner/operator

250-537-4208

A >
JOSH LACY
R E Y N 0 L D S certified technician
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964"

360 BLACKBURN RD
ssgarbage@shaw.ca
...in Residential Service

...in Container Service

...in Commercial Service

...in Special Clean-ups

...in Customer Service
EXCAVATING &

J‘J s“ \‘J‘ TRUCKING SERVICES
“‘{“‘ \\T \\‘\“ COM conmerci.-RESPEVT.

DREW JORY

Owner/Operator -

/4 250-537:7320 |

250-537-2167

www.fullscaleexcavating.com

RICK MACKINNON PATRICIA MUMFORD ERIN JORY
250-537-9933 EXT 202 250-537-9933 EXT. 214 250-537 9933 EXT.211

rmac dia.com i diacom
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feres my

Card!

Despite every technological
advance, business cards remain
an essential business tool.

Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.
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Kim Nash
250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com

Bula

“creating spaces that have a
story to tell and where great story
telling takes place”

patti

design

Interior Design Consulting

* Renovations & New Construction

* Sourcing fabrics, furniture, fixtures
& finishes

* Window Coverings & Blinds
* Project Planning for DIY
* Colours, Staging & Editing

Ki 1:250.537.2572 |
e: patti_g@shaw.ca
www.pattigdesign.com

Hot ~Illl‘l.ﬁ~

~

Parts & Supplies Stocked
Holger Hermann, BFA

Holger@hermann.ca

250-537-5147
100 Twinflower Way, Saltspring Island

cwugdfool&sp.

Serving all the Gulf Islands since 1999

Brian Harris

29 YEARS OF COMPETENT
& FRIENDLY SERVICE
© COMPLETE DENTURE
SERVICES
* IN-HOUSE LAB
© SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS

« PARTIAL DENTURES,
+ DENTURES OVER w
IMPLANTS i

NO HST  FERRY PICKUP AT CROFTON

250-246-4674

thehappydenturist.ca
#7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD

$25 DISCOUNT

\ J

TRACK CAT

* Low impact track drive
* Shaping, landscaping
* Driveways

| *Trenches

Call to reserve
your space now!

CONTACT ONE OF OUR SALES REPRESENTATIVES AND LEARN MORE

RICK MACKINNON
250-537-9933 EXT. 202

rmackil jimedia.com

3 8

PATRICIA MUMFORD
250-537-9933 EXT. 214

250-537-9933 EXT. 211
fia.com j iri jimedia.com

Driftwood
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On becoming an islander

BY JENIFER CHRISTENSON
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWOOD

I arrived on Salt Spring Island
to understand what it is to be
an outsider. My intention was
to examine the in-migration of
Albertans and explore how the
residents of this community
have responded.

Recognizing myself as the
outsider, I was apprehensive
about how I would be received,
aware of the stereotypes of my
home province: stereotypes
that portray Albertans as red-
necks, cowboys and oil tycoons.
What I discovered through eight
interviews is a community with
tremendous capacity to coexist
with others and embrace dif-
ferent ways of being, providing
the outsider understands what
island life is all about. Not an
unreasonable expectation in
return to call Salt Spring Island
your home.

After a few interviews, I
learned Albertans moving to
the island is a lively source of
conversation. “Historically, this
goes way beyond my time,” says
Abri, a 30-year island resident
who welcomes the opportunity
to talk about Salt Spring.

She recalls when Albertans
purchased the island’s histori-
cal landmark, Harbour House
Hotel, in the early 1990s. The
new owners connected with
community groups to under-
stand the island way of life;
however, in the end, they
developed their plans based
on what was best for business.
Their plans included major
changes to the hotel’s pub — a
place that brought together
hippies, loggers, pioneer fami-
lies and the motorbike crew.
The pub also housed two walls
of murals depicting the his-
tory of Salt Spring Island and
providing a great source of
pride in the community. Dur-
ing the renovations the murals
were covered by wallpaper
and destroyed. The commu-
nity was outraged and the pub
became known as “Horrible
House.”

Abri says, “Thinking they
know what’s good for the com-
munity is oft-cited as a flaw of
off-islanders from Alberta.”

Task Abri if Salt Spring Island-
ers resist change.

“Yes, they do,” she tells me
with tremendous pride. She
explains how islanders value
what they have and believe that
to change something good is
faulty logic.

“We don’t want to be
destroyed by change,” she says
and quickly adds, “There’s fear
off-islanders are going to take
over without understanding

FOOD PRESERVATION

PHOTO BY JENIFER CHRISTENSON

Tree House Cafe — a quintessential island spot where the writer
did some interviews for her study of Albertans'integration into Salt

Spring life.

Salt Spring.”

Abri continues to share expe-
riences she’s had with Alber-
tans and in the end comments,
“Sometimes it's been good . . .
other times bad. I suspect it’s all
as daft as that.”

As we say goodbye, Abri gives
me a warm embrace, in her
words a “Salt Spring hug — it's
heart-to-heart.”

My next interview is at the
Tree House Café. I lower my
head to get through the door-
way of this heritage cottage and
feel like I am entering a differ-
ent world, perhaps inhabited by
elves and dwarves. l understand
the Lonely Planet describes the

“Where you're from
— where you've
been...people
around here don't

care.”

JERRY
Former Albertan

cafe as a “ . . . place where a
hobbit would feel at home.” T
too feel at home.

As I search the café, my eyes
meet another’s gaze. After sever-
al glances back and forth, I begin
to wonder if this is the person I
have arranged to meet. He is not
what I was expecting.

In dreadlocks and sporting
tattoos, he is dressed in a Baja
jacket and introduces himself as
Jerry. I offer to buy him breakfast
and he graciously accepts. Nes-
tled in this cozy café, we speak

of his experiences since arriv-
ing three months earlier. He is
generous in his praise of island-
ers, describing them as open,

friendly and trusting.
“Where you're from — where
you've been . . . people around

here don't care,” says Jerry.

I ask him what they do care
about. “It's not about where
you're from, but who you are.”

Jerry is from Alberta and
seems to understand island life
is different than where he’s from.

He believes his attitudes are
the reason he’s fitting into the
community. “Things are going
well forme. .. maybe it’s coming
back to me because I'm putting
it out there.”

Jerry tells me he volunteers
to help islanders out and hopes
this will prove they can count
on him. In return, Jerry hopes he
can count on them too.

“Here on the island people
have to work together . . . be
together,” he says.

The conversation takes me
back to something Abri said
about community: “We need
to get together in the old ways
as community. Not in factions
fighting each other. No winners
...nolosers.”

This seems to be the con-
text to which off-islanders are
resisted. You're not going to be
welcomed if you don't embrace
the lifestyle here. I am told from
those I interview that if you want
to getinvolved and contribute to
the community — they will love
you for it.

Jenifer Christenson is a mas-
ters-degree candidate studying
Intercultural and International
Communication at Royal Roads
University.

The names of the people in
this article have been changed
for privacy concerns.

Quality food dehydrators now
available for rent on the island

Units for individuals or a

business venture

Thanks to funds raised through the Salt Spring
Apple Festival, 10 stainless steel dehydrators are now
available to the community for an affordable rental

cost.

The TSM Products food dehydrators, manufac-
tured in Buffalo, New York, have a total drying area of
15 square feet and one cycle of apples takes about 16

to 20 hours to dry on low heat.

The units can be rented in two ways, explains
Harry Burton of apple festival fame.

The Gecko Green Living store on McPhillips Ave-
nue has five available to rent to individuals for $15

per week.

Burton also has five to rent to a business wanting

week.

to rent all five at one time for a total cost of $50 per

“It is hoped to initiate a fruit leather business, or

some sort of dried food business with these five,” he

said. “There would be a total of 75 square feet of dry-
ing area in each cycle and a cycle would be less than
24 hours. So in theory, one week of rental could run

seven cycles of 75 square feet, with a total cost to the

business of only $50, plus of course your electricity.”

The dehydrators are valued at $725 each.
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www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com OR 310-3535 « OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY
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PLACE AN AD DEADLINES WHAT IT COSTS YOUR AD ON-LINE BOOK YOUR AD
In person al 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges I 3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS All ads booked in the Driftwood ON-LINE
By telephone 250-537-9933 or 310-3535 antwood $12.95 - additional lines 92¢ ea Classifieds appear on-line at Book assified i
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By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., WEDNESDAYS 3line rat_e $14.96 - additional www.bcjobnetwork.com -9 g
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3 lines 1.25¢ ea Auto ads also listed on line at or

All ads are posted to
BCJobNetwork.com and
BCClassified.com
DISPLAY ADS
\_ $11.20 per col. inch

www.bcautocentral.com beclassified.com

Over 20,000 on-line ads updated daily I zd assified_com

Display deadline: Monday 4 pm

Payment X
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 10 am

By cash, debit,
Mastercard or Visa.
Classifieds are prepaid
unless you have
an advertising account
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Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accem responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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the ancient
Pagan rite of
Winter Solstice,
we wish our friends
and neighbours

enjoyment of
longer brighter
days following
the 219!

Andy & Caroline
™ e

DEATHS

Chesters, Arthur
Sydney

Late of Salt Spring Island
passed away in Victoria,
BC on December 11,
2011 after a lengthy il
ness. Arthur was born in
Vancouver, BC.  He will
be lovingly remembered
by his wife Berna, son
Patrick Chesters (Stepha-
nie Dunn), three daugh-
ters; Lynne (Emil) Niel-
sen, Leslie Chesters and;
Alison Chesters (Andrew
Muir), three grandchil-
dren; Claire, Matthew and|
Elyssa and great grand
daughter Maddison.  No
service by family’s re-
quest.

TOOLATE
TO CLASSIFY

b

Wishing all of my Meals
on Wheels elves AKA
volunteer drivers
a Joyful Christmas and
a Happy New Year

Thank you for
volunteering with Meals
on Wheels
Your community spirit
shines through every-
day!

Ho Ho Ho * Pottery « Mirrars
* Wind Chimes
COMING EVENTS « Wood Carvings
THE LADY Minto Hospital pearl ganesy
Auxiliary Thrift Store will close 10 4m < 4:30 pm

tomorrow at 4 p.m. & reopen

Jan. 3rd. No donations during Tuesdyy - Susdyy

wr she

COMMENITY
GOSPEL CHAPEL
i
Service

2L ar ™

ot 7400 ey

BLOW OUT
BARGAIN SALE

* Christmas Decor

I

i * Baskets
Chrtotarnas Diay * Candles
Serviee * Ribbon
Dec. 25 2 10:00 3m * Vases
e * Wreaths
* and more!

popcicipd o

) . Do your Christmas
U Yoarnes Boy R o

shopping at less than

For ovwe o cd wholesale prices!

GROOMING SPa

Wishes all it’s customers,
new and old, four-legged
and two-legged a very
Merry Christmas and a
Happy, Healthy
New Year.

~ MICHELLE

\ AND JAKE

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

this time please. 30 LA MM 1[50
open every
YOUR COMMUNITY, YOUR CLASSIFIEDS Thursday Saturday
Call 310.3535 10 a.m. -4 p.m.
IN MEMORIAMGIFTS IN MEMORIAMGIFTS CARDS OF THANKS CARDS OF THANKS

a loved one with a gift to the
Lady Minto Hospital Foundation’s
Memorial Gifts program

135 Crofton Road
Salt Spring Island, BCV8K 1T1
tel: 250-538-4845

PLEASE INCLUDE:
+ Name of your loved one
+ Name & address of next of kin so we can
notify them of your gift.
« Your name and address for tax receipt

C j LadyMintoHospitalFoundation

=

www.ladymintofoundation.com

IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM

NAIRN HOWE
APRIL 30, 1957 - DECEMBER 25, 2005

Cancer is not so powerful!
There are so many things it cannot do...

It cannot cripple love.
It cannot shatter hope.

It cannot corrode faith.

It cannot destroy peace.

It cannot kill friendship.
It cannot suppress memories.
It cannot conquer the spirit.

It cannot silence courage.

It cannot invade the soul.

E_I It cannot steal eternal life. I'E

THANK YOU

65 \\ /} 00 .

The family of Henry Leier; Margaret,
David, Elizabeth, Chris and Jonathan
Offer thank you aﬂd blessings fﬂr people
throughout our community here. We
have been without Henry for almost six
mon[hs because he dled on (he four[h Of
July 2011.

It would have been so much more
difficult to find our way without the care
and help of the people of Salt Spring
Island. You have been so supportive in so
many ways. We cannot imagine how we
could have moved on without the support
of friends and the community at large.

Margaret remains a resident on our
property. Our four children and their
families span Vancouver, Seattle and
Victoria. We all share in thanking all of
the people on Salt Spring Island who made
it easier to continue with life without our
much 10V€d h\lsbzlnd and father.

Thank you all so very much. May your
days be brighter as thoughts of gratitude
reach you.

Much love to all

~Margaret Leier
v~

SALT SPRING COMMUNITY THEATRE

AUDITICNSE
7>

JANUARY 2ND & 4TH 7-9PM

Portlock Park portable
For info Susanne Rouger 250-931-1141

Eﬁﬁa-« SR AN
'7 /\ 6%24% éaw )
\ Gondblght Forviv '\’i

7-pm
Jarm your spirit with classic holiday tradition, carol singing (‘-
by candlelight, hot & cold refreshments and snacks. 4
BETHEL PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLY f‘i
215 Baker Road 250.931.4454 x

i

=
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OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday, Dec. 28th 1-3pm
(or by appointment)

Come for a Tour & Meet our

General Manager

+ e relerepe ‘f«‘(lr ¥
FOR SENIORS

120 Crofton Road PEREYAEL )
www.HeritagePlace.info

NEWS

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

UPDATES  http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS [l COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 10 AM

classified@gulfislands.net

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS TRAVEL m PERSONAL SERVICES HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

INFORMATION INFORMATION COMING EVENTS TIMESHARE HELP WANTED FINANCIAL SERVICES HAULING AND SALVAGE
CANCEL YOUR TIME- EXPERIENCED PARTS Per-
s I v F *F SHARE. NO Risk P 5 d i
PARC OFFICES CLOSED [ Rt I e o B sl
FOTIERY nance Payments Today. 100%  applicant will receive top wag-

Dec 26* thru Jan 3™
Open for business again

on Jan 4, 2012

Messages can
be left by phone at "
537-4448 or email to
ssiparc@crd.bc.ca P

NOTICE: NEW DATE
wdmmm ] TOMEMBERS & PUBLIC

SSPLASH, Salt Spring Pool Association
will hold its 2011 Annual General Meeting on
Sunday, January Slh, 2012

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Salt Spring Sailing Club, 152 Douglas Road
Refreshments, and conversation will follow.

ALL ARE WELCOME )

Open Stadie

Fabmloers Paactionn)
Pottery
5

Conery Chermell

New Work
)
Fuovesuye Deuges
o) ennry
e, b2 59 10wm-4xn

g

by appeanren |

£10 Lang Harbour R
2808010182

\\
( , )
salt spring
“3, island FOUNDATION
=

Connecting your giving with island needs

Your gift today will help islanders now and in the
future. The Foundation gives approximately $100,000
to our island’s charitable organizations every year.

Donations may be made through the website, by phoning
250 537 8305, or by mail to SSIF, Box 244, Ganges PO, SSI, BC, V8K 2V2.

www.saltspringislandfoundation.org

e N

Islands Trust
Seasons Greetings from Islands Trust

OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS FROM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 TO MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2012.

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS WILL RESUME AT 8:30 AM,
TUESDAY, JANUARY 3,2012.

WE APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE
THIS MAY CAUSE.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCIES, PLEASE CONTACT

OURVICTORIA OFFICE AT 250-405-5150
- J

to our potients
Please be advised that the office of

DR. ROBERT CRICHTON
WILL BE CLOSED
Monday, December 19 -
Monday, December 26

The office will reopen

INFORMATION

Overeaters Anonymous
250-931-5555

Money Back Guarantee. Free
Consultation. Call Us Now. We
Can Help! 1-888-356-5248.

TRAVEL

BRING THE Family! Sizzling
Specials at Florida’s  Best
Beach! New Smyrna Beach,
FL. See it all at:
www.nsbfla.com/bonjour or
Call 1-800-214-0166.

Eieinetilll

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

es, full benefits and RRSP bo-
nuses plus moving allowanc-
es. Our 26,000ft2 Store is
located 2.5 hours N.E. of Ed-
monton,  Alberta. See our
community at LacLaBicheRe-
gion.com. Send Resumes to:
Sapphire  Auto, Box 306, Lac
La Biche, AB, TOA 2C0. Email:
hr@sapphireinc.net.

FILING CLERK for busy of-
fice, 2 days a week. Beginning
January 2012. Please reply to
Box #8, Driftwood Publishing,
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt
Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3.

Holbrook Dyson Logging Ltd
n the following

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS
to Every Hunter in BC!
Advertise in The BC
Hunting Regulations
Synopsis 2012-2014
publication. Increased
circulation 250,000 cop-
ies! Tremendous Reach,
Two Year Edition!
Contact Annemarie
at 1 800 661 6335
or hunt@blackpress.ca

HOME BASED BUSINESS.
We need serious and motivat-
ed people for expanding
health & wellness industry.
High speed internet and phone
essential. Free online training.
www.project4wellness.com

N
cC 3

>

THE aims and objectives of
the LADY MINTO HOSPI-
TAL FOUNDATION are to
raise funds which will be
used to expand and en-
hance the delivery of medi-
cal care by the Hospital to
Gulf Islands residents.
You can help the Foundation
attain these goals by a gift of
funds, real or personal prop-
erty, memorial bequests, en-
dowments, life insurance or
securities.
All donations will be recog-
nized in the Hospital and re-
ceipts for Income Tax pur-
poses will be issued.
Please help YOUR
Hospital so it
can help YOU
135 Crofton Rd.
Salt Spring Island, BC
V8K 1T1
250-538-4845
www.ladymintohospital
foundation.org

INVEST LOCAL. Salt Spring
business seeking investment
of up to $200,000, secured
through lawyers. Reply in con-
fidence: PO Box 214, SSI,
V8K 2v9.

DRIVERS/COURIER/
TRUCKING

All CDL Drivers wanted: Ex-
cellent mileage pay + bonus-
es. Require valid passport.
Deliver new & used vehicles
long haul in US. & Canada.
iggyback training available.
Toll-Free 1-855-781-3787.

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

AIRLINES ARE  HIRING-
Train for high paying Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid
if qualified- Housing available.
CALL  Aviation Institute  of
Maintenance (877)818-0783.

DOG LOVERS! Enjoy a
healthy, profitable career as a
professional dog trainer. Gov-
ernment accredited program -
student loans and grants. Ben
Kersen & the Wonderdogs.
www.wonderdogs.bc.ca/careers/
or 1-800-961-6616.

PERSONALS TRAIN TO be an Apart-
ment/Cor inium  Manager

DATING SERVICE. long- @t home! We have jobs across
Term/Short-Term Relation- ~ Canada. Thousands of gradu-
ships, Free to Tryll 1-877-  ates working. 31 years of suc-
297-9883. Live intimate con- cess' Government  certified.
versation, Call: #4011 or 1- W.RMTl.ca or 1-800-665-
888-534-6984. Live adult Tont 8339 604-681-5456.
Call: 1-866-311-9640 or
#4010. Meet Local Single La- HELP WANTED

dies. 1-877-804-5381. (18+).

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND: BOW-TIE outside SS
Coffee. Can be picked up at
the Driftwood office.

FOUND GLASSES: A pair of
Foster Grant prescription
glasses 1ound al the Christ-
on Beaver
Pomt Rd Cal\ 250 653-4949.

FOUND: KEYS near Fulford
Inn on Sunday Dec 11. Please
pick up at Driftwood Office.

CRUDE ENERGY Services is
an industrial contractor provid-
ing services to the oil and gas

|ob Heavy Duty Mechanic.
Details can be seen at
http://hdlogging.com/ Fax re-
sume to 250-287-9259

A

=

LEMARE GROUP is seek-
ing a certified heavy duty
mechanic and an experi-
enced off-highway logging
truck driver for the North
Vancouver Island area. Full
time union wages. Send
resume by fax to 250-956-
4888 or by email to
office@lemare.ca.

SOYANOVA TOFU
SHOP
located 1200 Beddis
Rd. 250-537-9651, is
looking for an experi-
enced tofu maker. 30
hrs/week, $15 to $17
per hr to start.
Please send resume to
soyanova@shaw.ca
or phone 250-537-
9651 and ask for
Deb.

We wirh e YOO 1
Wr DS
- Gl Now! -

250-483-3454

T —
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DROWNING IN Debts? Help-
ing Canadians 25 years. Low-
er payments by 30%, or cut
debts  70% thru Settlements.
Avoid bankruptcy! Free con-
sultation. Toll Free 1 877-556-
3500 www.mydebtsolution.com

PAWN SHOP Online: get cash
fast! Sell or get a loan for your
watch, jewelry, gold, dia-
monds, art or collectibles -
from home! Toll-Free: 1-888-
435-7870 www.PAWNUP.com

LEGAL SERVICES

DIAL-A-LAW: access free in-
formation on BC law. 604-687-
4680; 1-800-565-5297;
www.dialalaw.org, audio avail.
Lawyer referral service: need
a lawyer? Learn more by call-
ing 604-687-3221; 1-800-663-
1919.

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer Ser-
vice for troubleshooting, soft-

Sctod Dot s
Ol Dobuch)
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Teckaolagy Tedmxon
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Scheol Dinirict M54
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industry in Alberta,
resumes for Pipefitters,
QA/QC  Personnel, Foreman,
Lead Hands, NCSO Safety
Advisors, Pipefitting Apprentic-
es, Welder Apprentices,
Crane  Operators, ~ Welder
Helpers, General Labour, Of-
fice Administrators. H2S Alive
and CSTS are required. Fax 1-
866-843-2118.  Email: ca-
reers@crude-energy.ca.
www.crude-energy.ca.

GRACE POINT Townhouses

shands Trust

NOTICE OF
BUSINESS MEETING
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will be
meeting to consider various matters of general business such
as applications received, bylaw reviews and meeting notes.

DATE: January5,2012
TIME:  9:30 AM
PLACE: Hart Bradley Hall, Lion’s Club, 103 Bonnet Ave.

Starting at noon, up to 45 minutes will be available for
the public to discuss local land use matters with the Local
Trust Committee. Those who wish to present a more formal
petition, or make a delegation to the Committee as an Agenda
item, must make a request to the Islands Trust staff at least

PORLIER PASS ROAD.

in  writing to,

AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE

I, CATHERINE ALENE KONANTZ of 1461 27TH
STREET, WEST VANCOUVER, B.C.
making an application pursuant to Section 30(1) of
the Agricultural Land Commission Act to exclude
from the Agriculatural Land Reserve the following
property which is legally described as, PLAN PID
29196, L1, LD16, PORTION and located at 409

Any person wishing to express an interest in the
appplication may do so by forwarding their comments
GALIANO
TRUST COMMITTEE, 200-1627 FORT STREET,

Tuesday, December 27. TOOLATE ~ seecs, o v, germeon
w F To cLASSIFY gruging, planting and geRn?ra\
e (}‘h}‘q wze 1or ﬂny garden maintenance. Refer-
op @ back! o
memm IGagggsC l;{/ds Sagll Spring Is-
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY PLEASE
kATTEND LADY MINTO HOSPITAL LEGALS LEGALS
f SALT SPRING 1SLAND ) NOTICE OF EXCLUSION
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE APPLICATON
REGARDING LAND IN THE

intend on

ISLAND LOCAL

ware r support.
We do house calls. 250-537-
2827 or cel. 250-538-7017.
Please go & back-up your im-
portant data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

GULF
COAST
MATERIALS

Servingg the Gt ldandy

s Caccretn

« Cancrete Puegs
« SareRosk

* Raber

e cava el ~
for details * Bagoad Canant
* Cakur & Seclery
WORK WANTED Sovall Lowd Pick Ups
CARON CARPENTRY Avwviadin & Yard
Serving Salt Spring Island for
26 years. Construction, reno-
vations, t int 3
Jamn o oR o aney || 24 Rakabem Flaad
jbcaron@telus.net 230637-26 1 ‘
SKILLED DESIGNER/Builder.
Suite specialist. Looking for
projects.  Free  cc i
250-537-6693. DRAFTING & DESIGN
PERSONAL SERVICES G‘\I
ART/MUSIC/DANCING /
THE GIFT of Music Sing- 37‘"'0

ing/Music with Susie McGre-
gor Jan-March Private instruc-
tio & coaching 10
weeks/$500 more info or reg-
ister at www.highlandmusic-
multimedia.com/susie

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$10 MILLION AVAILABLE for
Land  Purchase/Development
and Joint Ventures.
Management Consulting and
Business Plan services. Call
1-866-402-6464.

MONEYPROVIDER.COM.
$500 Loan and + No Credit
Refused. Fast, Easy, 100%
Secure. 1-877-776-1660.

fog v ot § 4
Bpeted wl Sugh e gpady
o von o hag B
e
oy et e by by
o) che e Semom

HELSET DESIGN
2505371037
Ak S Ja

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Now Hiring Occasional Homemakers

Specific Requirements for this position include:
 Cooking & Cleaning * Current Food Safe certification
*TB test * Criminal Record Check
« Current First Aid Certification preferred
Submit hand-written cover letter & professional
resume to: Heritage Place for Seniors

Hiring Committee

PETS

FREE KITTY CAT! Sweet little
5 year old “Precious” aka
“Smarty Pants” needs a new
home. She is black and well
behaved, healthy, spayed,
loves to hunt and has all
shots. Food and litter box incl.
Phone 250-537-1005.

REAL ESTATE

HOUSES FOR SALE

HOME, SHOP
& ACREACE IN

PORT ALBERNI, B.C

629,000

HOMES WANTED

WE BUY HOUSES

Damaged House?
Pretty House? Moving?
Divorcing? Estate Sale?
We will Buy your House
Quick Cash & Private.
Mortgage Too High and
House won't sell?
Can't make payments?
We will Lease Your House,
Make your Payments
and Buy it Later!

www.webuyhomesl|

RENTALS

COTTAGES

500 sq. ft., 1 BR, 3 km. fr.
town. Cat ok. Single quiet per-
son. NS. $675/mo.+ util. 537-
9514,

COTTAGES ON St Mary
Lake, fully furnished, NS, NP.
Starting at $700/mo., available
Oct 1 to Apr 1. 250-537-2585.

DELUXE 1 bdrm cabin water-
front. Avail. Feb. 1st, $1000.
Call 250-537-7009.

PRIVATE, ONE bedroom cab-
in, centrally located. Suitable
for one person.
preferred.
Jan.1, call Mike 250-653-4071

HOMES FOR RENT

1 BDRM townhouse, newly
renovated, new W/D, hard-
wood floors, private patio, stor-
age unit, sunny site close to
town. Avail. Jan 1 or Feb. 1.
$850/mo. Call 250-537-6860.

2 BEDROOM MOBILE home,
newly renovated, W/D, private
fenced yard, deck with lake
view. Available immediately.
$690 per month. 537-6860.

2 to 3 BDRM WATERFRONT
deep sea moorage, fully fur-

14 days in advance of the meeting. For information about the i Fax: 537-8346 nished/dishes linens |og$home.
-537- VICTORIA, V&R 1H8 by JANUARY 18, 2012. " No smokers. Pet neg. $1500+

Agenda, please call the Islands Trust at 250-557-9144. 4 Mail: 120 Crofton Road, SSI, BC VBK2Y4 | nydro. Avail Jan . 250-475-
J 4769 or jackie.wrinch@shaw.ca
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DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 10 AM

HOMES FOR RENT HOMES FOR RENT HOMES FOR RENT STORAGE SCRAP CAR REMOVAL
3 BDRM, 2 bath, brand new HIGH END oceanfront home. ~OCEANVIEW BACHELOR SCRAP BATTERIES Wanted
beautiful in town. 5 appl, |y 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath, large suite, fully furnished or unfur- We buy scrap batteries from
master, ensuite $1,500/mo.  garage, WD, NS, NP. Walk to nished, suitable for one person sTnnAs‘ cars, trucks & heavy equip.
Avail. immed. Call 250-931-  Fulford Ferry, bright & sunny, only. N/P, N/S, includes hydro $4. 00 & up each. Free pick-up
5483. on shared property, long term, and water. $600/mo. Contact R Y e anywhere in BC, Minimum 10.
————————— avail immed. $1450. Contact Island Explorer Property Man- « HEATED To\l Free 1.877.334.2288.
3 BDRM, near Central, lake Island Explorer Property Man-  agement, 250-5376-4722.
\élevr\: newly rsnol\(/a't]ed V\}DS agement 250-537-4722. OCEANVIEW COTTAGE. 1 « HUMIDITY TRUCKS & VANS
aths, carport, workshop, TAKE ERONT Forme 3 barm 3 ONT
NS, long-term. §150/mo’ 250- LAKE FRONT fome. 2 20 bdm, bright, clean, near Gan- CONTROLLED _
537-4413. P WE NE NE S ectns  ges, 600" sq.ft. Avail. immed, « ¥ CEILNGS 1997 NISSAN XE 4x2, King
e — d ] 3 long-term, $850 utilities incld, cab truck in excellent condi-
3 BEDROOM HOME. Long heal avail immed. until June  NS'NP ref. 204-474-7352. NFR ACCESS tion. 181K. 5 spd./4 cyl., green

term, available immed. N/P,
N/S, W/D, wood/electric heat.
$1250/mo. Contact Island Ex-
plorer Property Management,
250-5376-4722.

BACHELOR SUITE, W/D,
open space, $675 incl hydro.
Avail. Jan 1 or 15. 537-9346.

CABIN FOR rent. Wood/elect.
heat. $595/mo. Contact Island
Explorer  Property Manage-
ment, 250-5376-4722.

COZy 3 BDRM, 2 baths
house for long term rent .
$1200/mo + utilities. Beginning
Jan 15 or Feb 1. On Roland

some views, elect. heat,
W/D Ph 250-653-4812.

GARDEN SUITE, 2 bdrm, fire-
place, storage, Irg yard, WD,
NS, P. Available Jan 1,
2012 $925. 250-538-0026.

2012, $1250. Contact Island
Explorer  Property Manage-
ment 250-537-4722,

LARGE 1 bdrm ocean view
furnished suite. Upper floor of
home w/large library, wood-
stove, windows, skylights &
decks overlooking  Ganges
Harbour. Looking for NS/NP.
Quiet and clean tenant w/ref-
erences. Available Jan 1-June
or longer.  $1000 mo. (open
to offers). Call 250-537-4097
or harmonywithall@mac.com

LOVELY 2 BDRM. South-fac-
ing Vesuvius home in a natural
setting close to amenities.
$1160. 250-537-2809.

MID ISLAND home, 1 bdrm, 1
bath (shower only), WD, elec-
tric & wood heat. Shared prop-
erty, cat ok, NS, long term,
$750. Contact Island Explorer
Property Management =~ 250-
537-4722.

OCEANVIEW HOME. 2 bed-
room, 1 bath, long term, N/P,
N/S, wood/electric heat, upper
level of house. $1450/mo.
Contact Island Explorer Prop-
erty Management, 250-5376-
4722.

OCEAN VIEW home, 3 bdrm,
1.5 bath, close to town, wood/
electric heat,

Avail immed. $1350. Conlacl
Island Explorer Property Man-
agement 250-537-4722.

OCEAN VIEW home on
Churchill, 2 bdrm home, walk
to town, beach and trails. Fully
furnished, rent incl. phone,
cable, internet and electricity.
Tenant pays for oil and/or
Avail.  Jan.
15-Apr.15, 2012. NS, NP,
$1475. Contact Island Explor-
er Property Management 250-
537-4722.

HOMES FOR RENT

HOMES FOR RENT

ROYAL

AN

Property Management Ltd.

REGINALD HILL, 3 bdrm, 2
baths, Schubart Designed, se-
cluded retreat, could be rented
furnished, $1500/mo, NS, NP.
Contact Royal Property Man-
agement at 250-537-5577.

SOUTH END studio suite. Pri-
vate, modern and cosy. Inter-
net, WD available. Single only.
$625 includes  utiliies. 250-
653-4101 Iv. msge.

Call 250.537.5577

Residential Management

ISLAND EXPLORER

Property Management Ltd.

& Real Estate Services

Cabin for rent

Oceanview

suitable for one person o
hydro + water.

Wood/electric heat..........

Bachelor suite, fully furnished or unfurnished,

nly, N/P, N/S, includes
$600

Mid Island Home

3 Bedroom Home
Long term, avail. immed.
electric heat

1 bedroom, 1 bathroom (shower only), W/D,
electric & wood heat, shared property, cat
okay, N/S, long term......... $7

N/P, N/S, W/D, wood/
$1250

Lake Front Home

Ocean View Home

2 bedroom plus den, fully furnished, hot tub,
W/D, N/P, N/S, electric heat, avail immediately,
until June 2012..........coeee..n

3 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath, close to town, wood/
electric heat, W/D, N/S, available immediately

............................ $1250

$1250

Oceanview Home

electric heat, upper level

2 bedroom, 1 bath, long term, N/P, N/S, wood/

High End Oceanfront Home

2 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath, large garage, W/D, N/S,
N/P. Walk to Fulford Ferry, bright and sunny, on
shared property, long term, avail immediately

of house ........... $1450

$1450

2 bedroom home walk to

(flexible)

Ocean View Home on Churchill

trails, fully furnished, rent includes phone,
cable, internet and electricity; tenant pays for
oil and/or wood heat. Jan. 15 - Apr. 15, 2012

town, beach and

$1475

Walk to Town

term, available Jan 1st.

3 bedroom plus hobby room, 2 bath plus large
ensuite, wood/electric heat, large lot with
fenced garden space, W/D, DW, N/S, N/P, long

$1650

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

250-537-4722
1-800-800-9492

REGINALD HILL, SPACIOUS 2 SPACIOUS 2 STOREY, 2
3 BDRM, STOREY, T S hen par Conirs,
2 BATH SCHUBART 2 BDRM PLUS mo. agceor;{eanc" Royel Property
DESIGNED SECLUDED | DEN NEAR s T
RETREAT.COULDBE | CENTRAL. WAL TO. TOWN. 5 bdm
RENTED FURN'SHED, AVAlLABLE I’?rg‘e ; ensL‘Jit‘e, _t'hwiood/el\jeclric
$1500 PER MONTH, LONG TERM den 'space, WD, DW. NS, NP,
NS NP $1,100/MO. o e Eeorer “heop:

29)2/2‘ it 250-537-
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MID ISLAND
STORAGE

TRANSPORTATION

AUTO FINANCING

DreamCatcher Auto Loans
“0” Down, Bankruptcy OK -
Cash Back ! 15 min Approvals
1-800-910-6402

www.PreApproval.cc

INSTANT AUTO Credit We
can finance your auto loan in
minutes, you Drive Home
Now, or we can deliver to you.
877-758-7311  or  250-751-
5205 www.DriveHomeNow.com

WANT A Vehicle but stressed
about your credit? Treat your-
self this Christmas to $500
cash back. We fund your fu-
ture not your past. All credit
situations ~ accepted. www.cre-
ditdrivers.ca 1-888-593-6095.

w/canopy, $4,900 obo. 653-
9158.

1999 GMC short box, 4 x 4
crew-cab truck. Very well
maintained, reliable vehicle.
Comes with headache rack
and canopy. Must sell $3200,
obo. 250-538-7012.

MARINE

BOATS

APPROXIMATELY 60 marine
charts of BC coastal waters,
vintage 1980s, What offers?
250-653-2320.

OUTBOARDS

Yermusbe - Buoaki

b Ifam W
brm wecbon
N S Usad

Over &7 peess vy Bmmne
SErrarsr)

I8 i e boe | Suiune
o o
Dl et
TANZER 7.5 Great sails, rig-

ging, bottom re-done 6 mo
ago, outboard, 250-537-4102.

CARS

2002 CHEVROLET CAVA-
LIER 2-door standard transm.
New brakes, only 126,000 km.
$3,000. 537-9397.

‘94 OLDS 88. Immaculate.
144K. Island car, new battery.
$2,250. 537-5668.

MOTORCYCLES

SCOOTERS
G K Bl

Idand’s Lang

kv—1<.t\.mu'binc.
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Wh
reads

us?

3%
of newspaper

readers
on Salt Spring

- RETURN ON INSIGHT SURVEY

classified@gulfislands.net

frankly scarlet
jewellery

Grace Point Square 537-9500

00 LATE TO CLASSIFY

2006 HONDA Civic Si 73,000 kms, 6 speed
manual trans. DOHC, iVtech. K&N Cold Air In-
take. CD player, steering wheel audio controls,
sunroof, loaded, $16,900 obo. 250-537-7436

SAM ANDERSON Appliance Repair; prompt,
reliable, professional service. 250-537-5268.

ELECTRIC FIREPLACE with mantle wanted. Ap-
prox size 40" wide and hopefully variable heat
setting. Call 250-537-1613 evenings.

A NEW LOOK for Christmas? Eyewear & ac-
cessories make great gifts. Gulf Islands Optica,
323 Lower Ganges Rd, 250-537-2648

DEADLINE
FOR
TOO LATETO
CLASSIFY
IS
2:00PM
TUESDAY

The
Wardrobe
Fulford

Dec21-24
20% OFF EVERYTHING
taxes included
Dec26-Jan1
20% - 50% OFF
Everything in the store
Open 11-5:30 daily
Closed Jan 2-Feb 10

SALT SPRING’S ONLY FARRIER
Prompt...Friendly...Reliable

Based on Salt Spring
Next Day Service!

Fully certified
WCB insured

HANNA BARCLAY 250.538.1

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE -

N ew To You

Deadline
10 am
Tuesday

GULF ISLANDS LIVING

Available Now

BUILDING SUPPLIES FUEL/FIREWOOD GARAGE SALES MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
— LIONS GARAGE Sales &
’/ﬁ BRRARS m\ FIREWOO 5r0p Olﬂs:andays &a esatur-
O ALL FOUR ELDDG KONIG & SON [l d"’n”oyt
REAENINTS! acgep > drap-
Serving Salt Spring eri rop-offs ac- Thimble Farms
* Fooeeg 28 years cepf & Sat.
= ot <ot & dolivered ;ﬂggnslggnglggge no gerbagell | pamtiputc Sebacrom of
* Hastng ut, split & delivere:

» Eania
* Pharang
* Roofeg

For o your bk

Competitive & reliable
Standing timber and
logs wanted

Kurt Duff 250-537-9531

s, e & s HONEST OI_’S
wmm FIREWOOD
GUARANTEED CORD
B4 Ftord-Carges B Cut, Split & delivered
~ (50 11 ] 7 Cedar Fence Rails
250-653-4165
FUELFIREWOOD SEASONED FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

CUT, SPUT
& DELIVERED

Standisg tmber
& logs wantad

3176170

Vancouver Island’s largest fire-
wood producer offers firewood
legally obtained during forest
restoration, large cords. Help
restore your forest,
Burndrywood.com
1-877-902-WOOD.

TOO LATE
TO CLASSIFY

i back!

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

1 CARGO CAGE for any 2001
Ford Explorer Sport trac. Ask-
ing $300. Phone 250-537-
5737 ask for Jason.

CAN'T GET up your stairs?
Acorn Stairlifts can help! No
obligation  consultation. Com-
prehensive warranty. Can be
installed in less than 1 hour.
Call now 1-866-981-6591.

CAN'T GET Up Your Stairs?
Acorn Stairlifts can help. Call
Acorn Stairlifts now! Mention
this ad & get 10% off your new
Stairlift! Call 1-866-981-5990.

STEEL BUILDINGS End of
season deals! Overstock must
go - make an offer! Free deliv-
ery to most areas. Call to
check inventory and free bro-
chure 1-800-668-5111 ext 170

QUILTING SUPPLIES: Omni-
grid guide, 24 x 6. Olaf rotary
cutter. Olaf rotary cutting mat,
23 x 17. Everything you need!
$50 for all. 537-5248.

WOODEN SLAT and fabric
seat/back rocking chair, $20;
cartop rack for 2 prs. of skis,
$25. 250-537-5625.

Finest firs

(CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

Christmas
Trees

Cut and
Live

i cauano Eonserus

view online af
gulfislandsaqua.com
and free at
the following locations:
Barb’s Buns - Chamber Office
Driftwood « Embe Bakery
Gallery 8
Harbour House Hotel
Harlan's - Hastings House
Home Hardware
Island Star Video
Love My Kitchen
Mistaken Identity Vineyards
Natureworks - Pegasus Gallery
Pharmasave
Raven St. Market Café
ReMax « Royal LePage
Salt Spring Books
T) Beans - Uptown Pizza
Vesuvius Store
Vesuvius Ferry on Board
Waterfront Gallery

Driftwood

Avalladye
Now

Frul Nt And
Homering Thee's
Fabuloes Selection
Now n
= Hobday Heany =
IR O v DY
INTE CHRISTVA S
75 At Faad Saviey Pt
P RS IR

NATURAL CHRISTMAS trees
$20.  250-537-4047,  phone
first. 286 Wilkie Way.
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Across from the BMO!

1104-115 Fulford Ganges Road - 537-9500

This Weeks
noroscope

Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

The term has come to assert more of your
authority. Getting the recognition you believe
you have earned or deserved is on your mind. You
are willing to make some sincere efforts and do
your part. Seeing a bigger picture is part of the
plot. Acquiring what you feel you needs are also
a factor, yet right now more than ever you are
counting your wealth by the measure of genuine
friendships.

Taurus (Apr 20 - May 21)

Gathering with others of like mind comes
naturally at this time of the year. Sharing common
perspectives, interests and goals may be a lot
to ask, but at least one of the above will do.
This is an expansive time for you and you are
getting recognition; hopefully the kind you want.
Digging deeper than usual implies a quest for
answers and perhaps a search for truth.

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 21)

Deep and rich exchanges are the obvious
theme now. Sharing quality time with others
and engaging in satisfying communications is
ever important to you. Yet, your communication
process is also reaching within. Accessing your
source to tap your inner wellspring of security
and confidence in the flow of events in your life
is also very active.

Cancer (Jun 21 - Jul 22)

This New Year is certainly feeling new for you.
You are in the early stages of a whole new status.
There is good reason to believe that you are on
the road to new adventures and success. There
yet remain skills and talents for you to learn and
develop. Knowing what these are is a central
theme. Trust that the hidden talents you seek
are being clearly reflected in those of others on
your stage.

Leo (Jul 22 - Aug 23)

Paying attention to the details of the big picture
continues. Acknowledging both the forest and
the tress and gaining vantage points to see both
is important now. It may help to outline the main
points then make sub categories for each. There
is good reason to believe your public life and
reputation are poised to launch. The other side
of the story beyond what you know is who? Rub
elbows!

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sep 22)

A creative cycle continues. This may be inspiring
inventive and innovative thinking. If so, be sure
to take note of your insights; they may come as
eureka flashes and submerge again quickly. Give
to situations as much as you can now as well. This
includes taking key initiatives and pioneering
leads. Nurture your visions with realistic and
reliable containers, vehicles and/or supports.

Who
reads us?

83%

of newspaper readers
on Salt Spring

- RETURN ON INSIGHT SURVEY

by @ichael @'Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarasirology@gmail.com
1.888.352.2936

Libra (Sep 22 - Oct 22)

Home and family are your main focus now,
whatever these may mean to you. With so many
big changes rumbling in the world in generally
and in your personal world as well, reminders of
what is truly important are rolling in. Generally,
you feel happy and playful all the same. Yet,
beneath the surface you have work to do. Share
your thoughts and feelings to stimulate meaning
dialogue.

Scorpio (Oct 22 — Nov 21)

Out with the old may be a stronger than in
with the new for you these days. Yet, wherever
and whenever something ends, something new
begins, so both are actually underway. Working
consciously with this process is implies going
with the flow verses trying to control the current.
Creating culture and cultivating creativity
represent the upward spiral you seek.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 - Dec 21)

Strengthening your overall foundation is a
central theme these days and is extra important
now. More than money and things, the focus
is upon cultivating more harmony in your
relationships. Since life is all about relationships
and since everything we do is motivated by
feeling good, which does include feeling secure,
cultivating healthy relationships is the key to
true success.

Capricorn (Dec 21 - Jan 19)

You are in the mood to advance your position.
This process has been underway for a couple of
years now but is getting some extra juice now.
Tapping your creative imagination to stimulate
inventive thinking is featured. Key investments
of time, energy and/or money are implied.
Who are the experts who have the knowledge,
influence and power to assist you?

Aquarius (Jan 19 - Feb 19)

Spending quality time with social activities and
quantity time within with your inner circle of
family and friends is the call now. Yet curiosity
also finds you exploring new avenues. You are
eager to think new thoughts and stimulate new
perceptions. Visions of a brighter and more
interesting future are on your mind. Share you
visions with those who can and will support you.
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20)

Balancing tradition and convention with
innovation and inventiveness is in the spotlight.
You are like a butterfly ready to emerge yet are
still in the cocoon phase. Even so, your wings
are growing. It is important that you be your best
friend now, more than usual. Vote for yourself
and make others aware of who you are and what
gifts you wish to share with a wider audience.

Arvid
Chalmers
Ltd.

Real Estate

arvid@saltspring.com

5377148

CHRISTMAS STORIES

Christmas Mouse

BY HALEY CADENWOOD
FIRST PLACE

AGE 9 CATEGORY

One day, a snowy day, the
moon was ice skating on the
snow drifts. It was a gorgeous
snowy day: it was Christmas.

Timmy got woken up by a
squeaking that seemed to be
coming from the living room.
He couldn’t bear it . . . he got
out of bed and tiptoed to the
Christmas tree.

He saw a box that seemed
to be moving. He wanted to
open it but he didn’t want to
disappoint his mom.

He went down on hands
and knees and put his mouth
to the box and said, “Hello.”

“Who’s there? Squeak!”

In the darkness he saw only
a big ear. And then he took
the lid right off and heard,
“Where’s my Mom? I'm look-

ing for my Mom.”

“I'll help you.”

Timmy had a plan. The next
morning he got up and put
his Santa outfit on, and the
mouse jumped in his pocket.

Timmy put a basketball on
his pillow and filled the bed
with newspaper to make it
look like he was still there.

He tiptoed to the back door
and got on his bike.

“When I got separated from
my mom I was at some sort of
animal store,” the mouse said.

“The pet store. I know
where that is. It’s in an alley
just before town.”

Timmy and the mouse got
to the store.

“Do you need help, Santa?”
said the store owner.

“No, no . .. but can I have
that mouse?”

The mouse in his pocket
had squeaked quietly, “That’s

my mom, that’s my mom!”

“I'm sorry, that mouse is
reserved.”

“Wow, look how much snow
is outside!” Timmy said, hop-
ing to distract the store owner.

“There is no snow outside!”

Timmy grabbed a different
mouse that he saw when he
walked in the store and put
the other mouse in the box.

“Good-bye, pet shop
owner!”

“Bye.”

Timmy got home and said,
“You can live in a match box
in my room.”

So Timmy sneaked to the
fireplace and got an empty
matchbox and brought it back
to where they were waiting.

He fed them every day, and
he loved them forever.

And his mom never found
out about them living in his
room.

Once in Curuthers

BY DANIEL HUNTER
HONOURABLE MENTION

AGE 12-13 CATEGORY

Once in Curuthers, a small mountain town

The joy of Christmas brought itself all around
And though there were children, and glee in the
air

One little beehive was quite unaware

They were all dozing, yes deep in their sleep
Until one little bee heard just a peep

He heard the kids laughing and playing in the
Snow

He went to go look, his eyes were aglow

For he saw something wonderful, he'd never seen
it before

Twas a white wonderland amazing to its core

He flew back to his hive on a joyful spree

For this would be a good year for one little bee

But before he decided to wake all the others

He chose to explore the small town of Curuthers
He saw lights, snow and a decorated tree

But one sight really excited this one little bee

He saw a man dressed in red, with a great white
beard

He seemed to be loved and never feared

This face was plastered everywhere, who could
this be?

For compared to this man, others were the size
of aflea

Twas a man called Santa he heard from a man
But when he saw the bee the man just ran

Why do they run, the bee quickly begun

I guess in this season, bees don't get to have fun

Every summer this would make bees tragic
But one little bee would make this Christmas
magic

For the children near the hive had woken the
bees
They were growing cold, shaking their knees

For these bees required something tasty, warm
and sweet

So he thought Honey! an un-harvestable treat
Too bad he couldn’t use his bumblebee powers
Because in the winter you just couldn't find flow-
ers

How would he get it he thought to himself

The general store honey was packed on the
shelves!

But how to retrieve it from that corner store

He couldn’t pay with money that he found on
the floor

Not like a cashier would listen to him

For this little bee things really looked grim

Wait just a minute, the bee had a thought

It’s like all of his problems were untied from a
knot

“I'll dress up like Santa, That jolly old man

Then I'll reveal the rest of my plan”

So with red and white petals he'd stored for the
season

He created a costume with plenty of reason

He fled the hive with no time to spare

Complete with his costume he now had to wear
For it was now Christmas Eve, he had to get
honey

So that all of the bees would be happy and funny

He ran to the store, flew in the door

He saw jars of honey piled up on the floor

He noticed how everyone thought he was cute
Maybe this would end the human bumblebee
dispute

So they gave him the honey, joyful and all

I guess this one little bee would have a merry
Christmas after all

Salt Spring’s
CUSTOM KITCHEN SPECIALIST

MOUAT'S

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE

Mouat’s is proud
to announce the appointment
of Bruce Martens as their new
custom kitchen specialist.

= T N | L
* Fine cabinets for kitchens, bathrooms, offices, dining rooms, entertainment units
* Countertops - laminate, acrylic solid surface, quartz, maple butcher block

TOP FLOOR ° DOW WN GANGES * SALT SPRING ISLAND

37.5551
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INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Sebastian Suram and his wife, Glenda Mercedes, enjoy time at the beach, an
activity not possible in the mountains of their native Guatemala.

Guatemalan visitors
share visions of hope

Fundraising drives and
volunteerism appreciated

A visit to Guatemala by a work
party from the Community Gos-
pel Chapel earlier this spring was
returned recently by Sebastian
Suram Cal and his wife, Glenda Mer-
cedes Mo.

Joining them were former Salt
Spring residents Linda and Bill
Brierly, founders of a Christian orga-
nization called Hope of Pokomchi.
According to a report from Com-
munity Gospel Chapel, the visitors
thanked all those in the church and
in the community at large for their
response to fundraising drives to
send much-needed supplies to seve-
ral villages accessible only by truck
and foot.

Youth group members and adults
from Community Gospel Chapel
had built about a dozen latrines in
a mountainous area where the indi-

genous Mayan Pokomchi reside in
impoverished villages near San Cris-
tébal Verapaz.

“Through the Brierly’s 12-year
involvement in the area, the peo-
ple now have a health clinic, better
education (illiteracy among adults
being an issue), and empowerment
to rise to their highest potential with
God’s help,” states the report. “The
visiting Pokomchi work with their
people too, Suram as an accoun-
tant and construction worker and
his wife as an administrator of and
accountant for the organization’s
many programs.”

For Suram the trip to Canada was
along list of firsts: skiing, snowboar-
ding, travelling internationally and
eating salmon.

“He and his wife enjoyed their trip
to Salt Spring very much and were
amazed that so many people here
speak Spanish.”

For more information, visit www.
hopeofpokomchi.org.
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a banner year:

o A new, 320-acre nature reserve

been

FILM PRIZE

Votes needed as GISS students
make grab at film fest honour

Salt Spring’s Luke
Montalbetti enters
Victoria Film Festival
competition

Film fans have until Mon-
day, Jan. 2 to help Gulf
Islands Secondary School
student Luke Montalbetti
reach the short list of a stu-
dent prize being offered by
the Victoria Film Festival.

FilmCan, a student film-
maker competition initiat-
ed under the 2011 festival,

invites students in middle
school and high school
age categories to create
short videos and post them
online.

“Our aim is to educate and
expose students to filmmak-
ing and encourage moti-
vated students to create a
great film,” the VFF website
explains.

“To assist this endeavour,
students will have access
to a professional filmmaker
as a resource to offer sug-
gestions, feedback or even
facilitate in finding props or
locations.”

Holiday Wine Sale

One Day
Thursday, December 22
12 noon - 6 pm

© 30 Y0ff

Complimentary tastings of wines,
“Our way of saying all the best for the holiday season.”

@)

Mistaken
[dentity”

VINEYARDS

“Growing Certified Organic Grapes”

164 Norton Road, Salt Spring Island

www.mistakenidentityvineyards.com

250.538.WINE (9463)

The top five entries with
the most “likes” recorded
on their Vimeo site will
advance to the juried round,
and the winner will receive
a special prize and have his
or her video screened at the
2012 Victoria Film Festival
this February.

Montalbetti’s creative
contribution is called Bet-
ter Run Fast and stars fel-
low GISS student Tilai Ellis-
Stairs.

Viewers will need to set up
a Vimeo account to register
their “like,” which can be
done in just a few seconds.

¢ Volunteers who gave over
6000 hours of their time
¢ Another successful
Stewards in Training program
* A growing endowment fund

Thank you to all of our
wonderful suppporters!

We couldn’t have done it without you.

Email: ssic@saltspringconservancy.ca  www.saltspringconservancy.ca

SALE

Ganges Village

BOXING DAY

40% OFF STOREWIDE

ONE DAY ONLY
Dec. 26th 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

250.537.5551
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GulfIsland

secondary school
-

A AV A A
upcoming schedule of events
« Friday, Dec 23 - ALUMNI GAMES 5:00 to 10:00
This years GISS Senior team members and GISS
Alumni will show their incredible basketball moves on
the 23rd - players meet the challenge, fun to watch,
a great way fo spend holiday fime. See you there!

" Vieet the Team

Scorpions: Zack Kilbourn - starting power forward,
averaging 12 pts per game, two 19-pt games in the
last tounament. Adrian Alonso - starting shooting
guard, and defensive specialist, he shuts down the
perimeter threats. Tim Camps - small forward off the
bench, has proved himself a solid perimeter defender
in his rookie season. Jackson Irving - starting point
guard, averaging 12 pfs per game, he is an offensive
threat from the 3 pt line, and off the rebound.

Senior Boys Scorpions starfed their season off with

a 3-3 overall record in two founaments. In their last
founament in Cowichan, they lost tough games vs
Claremont and Ballenas, two top AAA teams, but
held off Kwalikum for a victory in the final round. Come
see them play in the GISS Alumni games this Friday!

this week sponsored by:

Driftwood

GULF

www.driftwoodgimedia.com

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

HEALTH CARE

College seeks interest in care-worker
program for on-island course plan

Local scholarships
proposed through
Drake Medox College

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

An international health care
provider with a college in Van-
couver is looking to expand
its base by offering a satellite
program on Salt Spring next
year.

Susan Gooding, manager
of program development for
Drake Medox College, said the
school has been offering the
Health Care Assistant Diplo-
ma Program for almost eight
years in Vancouver and is now
hoping to reach out to other
communities. Drake Medox
is interested in offering its six-
month program beginning in
2012 if a minimum of 12 par-
ticipants register.

“As health care providers,
and advocates for quality care
for our senior community, our
interest extends beyond our
service provision boundaries,
to the general seniors’ popu-
lation,” Gooding explained in
an email.

“We are hoping to provide
satellite locations for one-
time delivery of the Health
Care Assistant Diploma Pro-
gram to a number of areas

throughout B.C. where there
is a gap between the need for
qualified facility and home
care services and the supply
of certified Health Care Assis-
tants.”

The college has identified
Salt Spring as a community
with a growing seniors’ pop-
ulation and a need for more
community care workers to
help keep seniors in their
homes. As well, Gooding said,
a change in government regu-
lations means that all newly
hired health care assistants
will need to have diploma cer-
tification.

Gooding has talked to a
number of local health care
providers to learn what the
community need might be,
including Lady Minto Hospi-
tal, Greenwoods Elder Care
and private home support
workers. She has secured
agreements from some of
these groups to allow students
to complete the practicum
portion of the program with
them.

“After talking to the employ-
ers, it doesn’t seem that 12 is
too many,” she said, adding
that job placement after grad-
uation is one of the college’s
primary concerns for its stu-
dents.

“Greenwoods has been
extremely accommodating.

They probably stand to ben-
efit the most [from the added
workers] — as well as the
retirement community.”

Gooding said she has not
yet been able to reach Bea-
con Community Services,
the company contracted by
the Vancouver Island Health
Authority to provide com-
munity health workers to the
Gulf Islands region, but in an
interview with the Driftwood,
Beacon’s media spokesperson
Kerry Readshaw could not
say whether newly graduated
workers were actually likely to
find jobs on Salt Spring.

“It’s certainly safe to say that
it's a training path that makes
sense for people to explore,”
she said.

“In a general sense people
are aging and more people are
requiring care.”

To make the program more
accessible, Drake Medox plans
to reduce its normal tuition of
$7,550 to $7,000 for the six-
month course. That comes
in at around $500 more per
month than students would
find at a Vancouver Island
community college, but as
Gooding points out, that price
doesn’t factor ferry costs and
commuting time into the
equation.

The course is eligible for
funding through student

Plan your day,

With our awesome new

EVENTS
CALENDAR

SUBMIT AN EVENT

your week, your LIFE!

Got an event for the calendar?
Email Alice with the details!
calendar@driftwoodgimedia.com

Crebpirans om Solt Spring
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You can easily submit your community
events to the calendar; include as much
information as you like, such as a photo or
web and email link.

SEARCH THE EVENTS
Search the events database by date,
keywords or event category.

RSS FEED
Set up an RSS feed of events and never
miss a concert or a meeting!

SHARE EVENT INFORMATION
Share the information about events with
your friends on Facebook, via Twitter,
Linked In, email, etc.

Save information about an event to your
own calendar: iCal, Google, etc.

Most events not only indicate an address
but where they're located on the map!

SAVE EVENTS TO YOUR CALENDAR |

FIND EVENT LOCATION — |
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Sait Spring Events Calendar
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loans and some government
employment programs. Fund-
ing is also available to help
existing care aide workers
upgrade their certification. To
make it even more accessible,
Gooding suggests that local
service organizations and
businesses could step up to
the plate and create scholar-
ships using their own criteria,
noting the program cost “does
seem to be a major barrier.”

“The businesses obviously
stand to benefit,” she said,
“because the more seniors
can stay on Salt Spring, the
more the local economy will
prosper.”

After placing ads locally,
Gooding has received several
course applications to date.
Ideally she would like to start
the program in March, but
said the date is a “moving tar-
get” depending on how many
other people sign up.

Applicants will go through a
screening process and should
have an English 12 credit or
equivalent, and need to pass
a physical clearance and a
criminal record check. Good-
ing plans to host an informa-
tion session on the island in
the new year.

Anyone who is interested in
the program or in sponsoring
students should contact her at
SGooding@na.drakeintl.com.

Child Honouring
-Principle of the Week-

4n

RESPECTFUL LOVE

Respectful Love is love that accepts us as

we are and helps us to be our very best. We all
want to feel heard, to be respected and loved
for who we are. It’s love that feels just right.

Veronica Groeneweld age 13 in Grade 8 at
Quamichan Middle School in Duncan depicts
respectful love between friends.

As part of the My Drawing Our World proj-
ect, area students are creating drawings of
Centre for Child Honouring “principles of the
week,” some of which have been given to the
Driftwood for publication by project coordi-
nator Tracy Harrison.

For more information about Child Honour-
ing, see www.childhonouring.org.

Driftwood

GULF

ISLANDS MEDIA

www.driftwoodgimedia.com/calendar

Stay Connected

be part of the
Driftwood’s online community.
Sign up for breaking news, a weekly
news digest E-dition, Facebook community
updates,and short, timely messages via Twitter.

driftwoodgimedia.com/signup.html




GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21,2011 | 31

Sportsé: « -
Recreation

imagine. ..
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Grace Point Square 537-9500

SAILING

Islander Richard Clarke clinches spot
at London Olympic Games qualifier

15 Your WELL WATER sare 1o pRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test ¢ Results in 24 hours
Be Safe * Test Annually!

Richard Clarke of Salt Spring, and teammate Tyler Bjorn in action during a Perth, Australia Star-class race that was part of a series quali-

fying the Canadian duo for the London Olympics last week.

Team takes medal
quest to next level in
new year

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A pair of Canadian sailors
with high hopes for this sum-
mer’s Olympics in London has
surged closer to their goal by
placing 10th at a qualifica-
tion event in Australia over the
weekend.

Salt Spring’s Richard Clarke
and Quebec’s Tyler Bjorn had
been in fifth place overall until a
penalty incurred late in a multi-
day Star-class race series in
Perth dropped the pair to 10th
spot.

Given their successful rac-
ing season to date, Clarke and
Bjorn had mixed emotions
when the two-week competi-
tion wrapped up on Dec. 17.

“We are quite happy to have
the Olympic qualification out of
the way. We never doubted we
would do it, however, this event
highlighted some of our weak-

Wh
reads

us?

83%

of newspaper
readers
on Salt Spring

- RETURN ON INSIGHT SURVEY

nesses so we have some hard
work ahead to make the podi-
um in London,” Clarke said.

Qualifying for the Games
more than six months before
race day affords the sailors a
chance to focus attention on
tuning up those weaker spots
and fundraising for training,
travel and support staff.

“We are happy getting the
qualification out of the way as
early as we could here,” said
national team coach Steve
Mitchell. “It's one more step on
the way to the podium in Wey-
mouth (sailing venue for the
London 2012 Games) and was
always our main goal here in
Perth.

“Our program has always
been about the long game, with
one goal at the end. Now the
hard work really starts.”

Clarke and Bjorn will head
home for the holidays, but there
won't be much relaxing before
their 2012 training season starts
in January in Florida.

“It’s important to not have
large gaps in our training so we
continue our evolution into a

photography:
John Cameron

top-three team,” Clarke said.

“Unfortunately it all comes
at a significant cost. Boats are
$90,000, shipping them across
oceans is $10,000, charter fees
are $8,000. Add to that flights,
hotels, food, sails, masts and
other equipment and you can
see why it costs $500,000 in an
Olympic year to compete at the
highest level.”

Clarke and Bjorn are still
$150,000 short of their 2012
training budget.

“We promise to make any
support you provide count. No
matter how big or small the
contribution, we appreciate
your generosity and have come
up with a number of ways to
show our appreciation to our
sponsors,” he added.

London will be Clarke’s fifth
Olympic Games as a partici-
pant.

To join the team and learn
how individuals and corpo-
rations can help Clarke and
Bjorn’s prospects for a gold-
medal summer, check out their
website: www.clarkebjornsail-
ing.com.

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W. 656-1 334

Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5

TIERNEY’S

WHOLESALE LTD.

“PAPER & PACKAGING
PRODUCTS”

Supplying your business
needs for: bakery, café,
cleaning, food service, grocery,
hotel, institutional, retail,
restroom, shipping & more!
Custom print &
biodegradable products.

www.ti com

ney

Locally owned & operated

250-538-0111

PHOTO COURTESY RICHARD CLARKE

I'm dreaming of
a white christmas

50% off teeth whitening®

If you've been thinking about getting your teeth
whitened, why not put it on your Christmas Wish
List this year? Tell Santa that we have gift certificates
available with this special offer until January 1st! We
offer a no charge cosmetic evaluation for anyone
interested in improving their smile.#

We have a
smile for you.
giveus a
call, today.

537-1400

*offer good Nov. and Dec. 2011
+does not include xrays or any preliminary procedures

visit our website for more information: www.haydendentistry.com

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre
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Mouat’s is proud
to announce the
appointment
of Bruce Martens
as their new custom
kitchen specialist

| MOUAT'S

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE

* Fine Custom Cabinets
from MERIT

SPORTS & RECREATION

MEN’S SOCCER

Old Boys fall at home

Soccer action
resumes in Jan.

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Spring’s Old Boys
wrapped up the first
half of their season on
Sunday afternoon with
a valiant effort against
the visiting Vic West
Scottish.

Within 15 minutes of

Bruce Martens * Kitchens * Bathrooms h . histle, th
Darama « Offices * Dining R the opening whistle, the
I g oS ffices * Dining Rooms home town boys found
Call for your design . : f
ATt Entertainment Units :himSZ}vzse d(»)tv:rtlh:y
z Wi 11 1T
and estimate. Serving Salt Spring d om%?latsin Sp lay and
=931 he Gulf Islands ng pay
250-931=4321 & three scoring chances.

End-to-end action
continued throughout

MOUAT’S TRADING CO. * DOWNTOWN GANGES * SALT SPRING ISLAND

c 315, 2011

ew Year’s Eve
5 Course Garry Oaks
Winemakers’ Di

$75.00

per person

7:00PM Seating

*
¢

Make reservations:
nathan@saltspringharbourhouse.com
Harbour House Hotel
537-4700

. |
Menu Preview: 1 \
www.saltspringharbourhouse.com

SAVE OVER $400!
10pc Cusino set. Heat conductive bottom pad for superior cooking performance,
durable welded handles and a flared, no-drip lip. Set includes: 2L, 3L saucepans,
4L saucepan w/helper handle, 5L Dutch oven, 26cm/10” non-stick

fry pan, 18cm/7” steamer and 4 lids. List: $5989:99.

Boxing Week Sale!
Save From 30-78%! DEC. 26"-31¢

$189°

Information & dealers: 1-800-A-NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open December 26. Q

the game, with plenty of
opportunities for both
teams.

“Doug Fraser,
Damien Brazier, Matt
Johnson, Al San-

chez, Mike Davis [and
myself] all came close,
but couldn't put the ball
in the back of the net,”
said Old Boys’ team
spokesperson Richard
Steel.

Vic West put the
game out of reach with
a final goal to seal a 3-0
win.

Steel said the result
left the Old Boys shak-
ing their heads at the
high number of missed
opportunities.

SAILING

The loss gives the Old
Boys a 4-7-1 record at
the midway point of
the South Vancouver
Island Classics’ Soccer
Association’s 2011-2012
season.

“We will enjoy our
rest until mid-Janu-
ary when we hope to
improve on our record,”
Steel said.

Salt Spring’s two Van-
couver Island Soccer
League squads — FC
and Alumni — will have
a break from the action
until their seasons
resume in early January.

Local women'’s soc-
cer play also resumes
in 2012.

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON

Old Boy Graham Tweddle makes a skillful pass .

Velica wins second Snow Flake
race with brilliant sailing tactics

Imp deserves
award for
adversity
performance

BY GYLE KEATING
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR

Six boats from Long
Harbour and the Sail-
ing Club met just inside
Ganges Harbour to run
the second race of the
Snow Flake Series on
Sunday, Dec. 11.

Arbitrage with fleet
captain Keith Simpson
on board was acting
as start boat and soon
had made radio con-
tact with everyone and
set the course and start
time.

The start was to be
downwind Second
Sister Light and Gan-
ges Shoal, Batt Rock to
Port, U62 to Starboard,
U60 to Starboard and
finish between Welbury

53% OFF!
1.25L Vienna teapot
with mesh
strainer.

A $599%°

Spar and the entrance
to Long Harbour.

The five-minute
warning went off and
everyone began their
runs back and forth
along the start line
looking for the best
spot to begin the race.
The rather drawn-
out weak five-minute
horn did not bode well
for the four, one and
start series of horns
and as the minutes
ticked by it became
obvious that Arbitrage
had indeed run out of
hot air. Despite the lack
of audible warnings all
the boats hit the start
line in very good order
with no one over early.
Imp, Paramour and
Electra wasted no time
getting their spinna-
kers up for the run to
Batt Rock while Arbi-
trage, Velica and Wild-
fire had elected to go
no flying sails on this
windy day. As the fleet

71% OFF!
20pc Greenwich

ﬂatwaresel
i |

.$1959

78% OFF!
2L saute pan
with lid and

4 cup egg
poacher insert.
List: $439:99.

¢

!

began to arrive at Batt
Rock it was Electra in
the lead with Imp only
inches behind and the
rest of the group arriv-
ing in fairly evenly
spaced intervals.
Wildfire, the last to
round, made up some
time on the other
boats on the reach to
U62 while Electra with
her spinnaker stuck
up was pushed down
below the mark and
had to come back to
round after pausing to
retrieve the errant sail.
The gybe around
U62 was exciting in
the high winds. Imp
well in the lead at this
point performed a
spectacular broach,
popped up, gybed again
and promptly lost her
mast. Kudos to Greg
Slakov and crew — it’s
not everyone that can
accomplish that with
no injuries and still be
able to retrieve all their

55% OFF!

17pc knife & block set. Kitchen
knives plus steak knives. $199:99.

20cm/8” fry pan.
List: $79:99. Now $19.99!
30cm/12” fry pan.

Up to 77% OFF!
20cm/8 fry pans in red and black and 30em/12
fry pans available in black, red and tzal.

o

DECEMBER 26" to 31°t ONLY AT:

ist: $29:99. Now $29.99!

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Love My Kitchen Shop
140 Fulford-Ganges Rd

(250) 537-5882

PADERNO

£

ntities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

equipment and make it
home without any help.

Paramour and Wild-
fire chose the direct
route to U60 while
Velica and Arbitrage
headed out to get into
the ebb tide and made
good time tacking up to
the mark. Electra with
sails now under control
was slowly reeling in the
fleet. Imp now in full
salvage mode was soon
left behind once it was
clear they were ok.

The gybe at U60 was
accomplished with little
fuss by all but Wildfire.
A moment’s lapse of
attention was all it took
to send the main across
prematurely with the
main sheet tangled on
the pedestal tearing off
the GPS display and
popping the autohelm
unit apart. The GPS
looked quite sad hang-
ing there by one wire
and the auto helm com-
plained bitterly that
no matter how hard it
tried it couldn't get the
desired course correc-
tions.

Vincent Argiro and
crew aboard Velica
sailed a brilliant tacti-
cal race, using the cur-
rent to full advantage
on all legs, and was
rewarded with a win by
a good margin. Roger
Kibble’s come-from-
behind third place is a
testament to boat and
crew. Eric VanSoeren
and Philippe Erdmer
on Paramour showed
well and took second
place handling that big
boat well in the high
winds.

Wildfire, single
handed and struggling
a bit, was fourth, and
Arbitrage rounded out
the finishers.

Imp was DNF, but
deserves honourable
mention for perfor-
mance in the face of
adversity (and maybe a
shot at the broken tiller
award).

The writer was
aboard Wildfire during
this race.



