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MISHAP: Even though it hasn’t been snowing — touch wood — winter weather continues  to make driving more hazardous on Salt Spring roads.  This 

accident occurred on Christmas Eve. Helpful passersby got the occupants out of the vehicle and pushed it back onto its four wheels.

Ferry crew eff ects Boxing Day rescue
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

B.C. Ferries passengers on the Queen of 
Cumberland weren’t complaining about the 
delay on Boxing Day after the ship’s personnel 
performed a marine rescue.

Ferries media relations director Debo-
rah Marshall said the ship was contacted by 
Marine Communication and Traffi c Services 
in Vancouver at approximately 10:20 a.m. 
Sunday morning with information that a man 
in an overturned boat needed assistance.

The man was located almost immediately, 
sitting on top of a 14-foot craft as it fl oated off 

of Mouat Point near Pender Island. 
Marshall said the Queen of Cumberland 

was on scene by 10:25 am, and launched a 
rescue boat to recover the man. He was safely 
brought onto the ferry within eight minutes of 
the launch.

Marshall said ferries staff learn to perform 
rescues as part of their standard marine trans-
port training, and that situations like the one 
on Boxing Day provide good learning oppor-
tunities. 

The crew’s quick action, as well as that of a 
“good Samaritan” on shore who spotted the 
overturned boat, contributed to the man’s 

good condition upon recovery.
“He was looking pretty good, but they did 

call the ambulance as a precautionary mea-
sure,” Marshall said, adding he may have 
shown some signs of hypothermia. 

B.C. Ambulance personnel met the Queen 
of Cumberland at Pender Island’s Otter Bay 
ferry terminal where the man was examined. 

The rescue added only about 25 minutes 
total to the sailing time.

Salt Spring’s Canadian Coast Guard unit was 
also involved in the rescue operation, arriving 
on scene in time to recover the overturned 
boat.

Man plucked from overturned 14-foot boat

Investor  
speaks
out on 
mine
scam
Scandal ranked high 

among country’s 

white collar crimes

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A local stock trader and 
financial expert who lost 
thousands in the South-
western gold mine scam 
has called the case one of 
Canada’s most serious white 
collar crimes.

Salt Spring resident Ron 
Martin characterizes himself 
as being more savvy than the 
average investor. As the vice 
president of Ontario’s pub-
lic services union for many 
years, he monitored one of 
the province’s largest pen-
sion plans. He’s also traded 
a lot of stock personally. But 
like many other perhaps 
more naive Canadians, Mar-
tin was victim to one of the 
country’s largest-ever inves-
tor frauds, allegedly per-
petrated by fellow islander 
John Paterson.

Paterson was arrested on 
Salt Spring and transported 
to Vancouver on Dec. 18, fol-
lowing a three-year investi-
gation by a federal branch of 
the RCMP. He was charged 
with nine counts of fraud 
related to a gold mine in 
China owned by his compa-
ny Southwestern Resources 
Corp. 

According to the RCMP, 
Paterson had reported infl at-
ed fi ndings for the mine over 
a period of several years. He 
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CALL GAIL, SEAN OR ELIZABETH IF YOU 

SEE NEWS HAPPENING   2505379933
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Our Islands. Our World.
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NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

SEAIRSEAIR
TERMINALTERMINAL

BOOK YOUR FLIGHT ON-LINE AND SAVE 
$3.00 ON A RETURN TRIP AIRFARE.

S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S More daily fl ights home from the mainland

(Ganges Vancouver)

• 6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in 
Canada

• Free parking and free shuttle bus to main 
YVR terminal and bus exchange

• Frequent fl yer discount

• Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 
including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

122 Upper Ganges Rd. at  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm
the head of Ganges Harbour  Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT

250-537-4202

CLOSED 
Fri. Dec. 24 

RE-OPENING 
Jan. 4, 2011

Tide Tables
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Pacific Standard Time – measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ft

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ftDEC

29 00:43  2.4  7.9   
WE 03:54  2.3  7.5   
 10:46  3.5  11.5   
 18:36  0.9  3.0   
30 02:41  2.7  8.9   
TH 05:11  2.7  8.9   
 11:17  3.5  11.5   
 19:22  0.6  2.0   
31 03:52  3.1  10.2   
FR 06:47  2.9  9.5   
 11:53  3.4  11.2   
 20:06  0.4  1.3
01 04:41  3.3  10.8   
SA 08:23  3.1  10.2   
 12:35  3.3  10.8   
 20:49  0.3  1.0   

02 05:23  3.5  11.5   
SU 09:42  3.1  10.2   
 13:23  3.3  10.8   
 21:31  0.3  1.0   

03 06:01  3.5  11.5   
MO 10:42  3.0  9.8   
 14:13  3.2  10.5   
 22:12  0.3  1.0   

04 06:36  3.5  11.5   
TU 11:32  2.9  9.5   
 15:01  3.2  10.5   
 22:50  0.3  1.0 

  

Happy New Year
from the management & staff

of Harbours End Marina

The North End
Xmas Fit Kit
$88.99

•  Two-Month
Membership

•  Personal
Training 
Session

•  One 
Infrared 
Sauna

•  Three 
Tanning 
Sessions

HURRY!
Offer ends
Jan. 4th

North End  Fitness
250-537-5217
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Who 
reads us?

88% of Islanders read the 
Driftwood each week.

-Combase survey

made millions through the 
fraudulently inflated stock 
price, and then sold off his 
shares before the publicly 
traded company went bust 
on the Toronto exchange.

Martin was one of the 
people who bought into 
Paterson’s claim, based on 
a personal encounter with 
the geologist’s wife at the 
Salt Spring Island Golf Club. 
A former journalist, Martin 
said he is always interested 
in learning about who peo-
ple are and what they do. He 
heard all about Southwestern 
from Joan Paterson when he 
and his wife were asked to 
play with the woman and her 
friend.

“I’ll never forget that con-
versation,” Martin said. “She 
told me her husband was a 
poor business man, but a 
very good geologist.”

Although he was never 
much interested in gold 
stocks previously, as a result 
of that conversation Martin 
looked into Southwestern.

“It looked perfectly good, 
so I began to buy some of 
the stock and trade it,” he 
recalled, noting that analysts 

backed the claim and that 
Southwestern was linked to 
Newmont Mining, one of the 
largest gold-producing com-
panies in the world.

But after the stock began 
to slip in the spring of 2007, 
Martin called up Southwest-
ern’s head offi ce in Vancouver 
to find out what was going 
on. The woman in charge 
of investments at the time 
told Martin the company 
regarded the low price as an 
investment opportunity, so 
he bought even more shares.

Approximately two weeks 
later, the stock collapsed. 
Share prices fell from almost 
six dollars to under three 
dollars. At that point Mar-
tin called Paterson at home 
on Salt Spring and asked him 
point blank: “Is there gold 
there?”

“And he said ‘yes,’” Martin 
said.

“I’m not naive, but I made a 
bad mistake when it came to 
Southwestern gold. I’ve never 
forgotten that phone call.”

Shortly afterward, Pater-
son resigned from his posi-
tion as head of Southwestern 
and checked into a hospital 
for mental health issues, 
according to both Martin and 
Vancouver Sun columnist 

David Baines. The company 
publicly withdrew the previ-
ously announced results of 
the mine’s gold assays and 
the share price declined even 
further. 

Martin lost approximately 
$16,000 in the process. Pat-
erson had sold his stocks in 
advance of the announce-
ment and saved himself 
$153,000 in one day, accord-
ing to the the British Colum-
bia Securities Commission.

Martin was a leading mem-
ber in the B.C. section of a 
class action lawsuit brought 
against Paterson by his inves-
tors in 2008. The lawsuit was 
successful but recovered 

only fi ve to 10 per cent of the 
investments.

Martin has also been in 
regular communication with 
the RCMP over the past few 
years for the criminal investi-
gation. But although charges 
have now been laid, Martin 
is not very optimistic about 
the impact on the country’s 
corrupt fi nancial world.

“In Canada I don’t know 
anyone who has ever gone to 
jail over white collar crime,” 
he said. 

“The monitoring of the 
financial system in Canada 
leaves a lot to be desired.”

Martin likens the scam to 
the recent mortgage fraud 
situation in the U.S. market. 
And although white collar 
crime is diffi cult and expen-
sive to investigate, he said 
regular citizens are those 
who stand to lose from these 
crimes.

“What happened to me 
is not very pleasant — but 
what can happen to ordi-
nary investors, who are not 
as skeptical as me — that’s 
terrible.”

Paterson was released from 
police custody with a surety 
for $250,000 on Dec. 20. His 
next court appearance is set 
for Jan. 4.

STOCK SCAM
continued from 1

Golf course meeting led to mine stock loss

“It looked perfectly 

good, so I began to 

buy some of the stock 

and trade it.” 

RON MARTIN
Southwestern stock purchaser

PHOTO BY PETER MCCULLY

OFF DUTY: Salt Spring’s emergency service groups gathered for an open house event at the Ganges fi re hall last week to celebrate 

another year of co-operation between the fi re-rescue department, RCMP,  search and rescue, ambulance service and coast guard. 
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Island 
benefactor 
passes

A longtime Salt Spring 
resident who made signifi -
cant contributions to island 
life died on Christmas Day 
at the age of 96.

Jack Fisher, who had lived 
on the island since 1973, 
after he retired from a career 
in research and develop-
ment with the MacMillan 
Bloedel forestry company, 
was known for his sub-
stantial gifts in the areas of 
health and recreation. 

Fisher donated most of 
the funds for the fi rst ultra-

sound machine at Lady 
Minto Hospital in 1999, in 
memory of his wife Marga-
ret. 

The Fisher family also 
gave 55 acres of land at 
Mount Erskine to the prov-
ince of B.C. in 1976, with the 
intention that it be trans-
ferred to the Islands Trust 
when that body was grant-
ed the power to hold land. 
After creation of the Islands 
Trust Fund for that purpose 
in 1990, the formal transfer 
occurred in 1976. 

Fisher was also known 
for his generous support for  
the sport of tennis on Salt 
Spring and sponsored the 
annual Jack Fisher Tourna-
ment. 

More details of his life 
are contained in his obitu-
ary on Page 23, which also 
includes details about his 
celebration of life set for 
next Wednesday, Jan. 5. 

GISS radio 
plays on the 
air this week

CFSI is mid-way into its 
series of six radio plays pro-
duced by Gulf Islands Sec-
ondary students and per-
formed for listeners’ holiday 
pleasure.

Every morning through 
Friday there will be a differ-
ent production for the com-

munity’s entertainment, 
coming on air at 9 a.m.

The remaining titles are: 
I Saw Myself Running on 
Wednesday, Dec. 29; The 
Thought on Thursday, Dec. 
30; and GISS original stu-
dent work, Nellie, on Friday, 
Dec. 31.

Transmitter 
decision still 
up in the air

Rogers Broadcasting’s 
application to build a radio 
transmitter on Salt Spring 
is still a possibility with no 
fi nal decision yet from the 
Canadian Radio-television 
and Telecommunications 

Commission.
Rogers’ proposal is to 

build a transmitter to help 
boost coverage for its Vic-
toria station CIOC-FM 
( The Ocean) broadcast 
at 98.5 FM. The idea has 
already been denied once 
by the CRTC, in a decision 
announced on March 25 of 
this year. 

Strong opposition to the 
plan has come from the 
Gabriola Radio Society, 
which hopes to establish a 
public radio station at 98.7 
FM. In its earlier decision 
the CRTC noted the pro-
posed transmitter would 
reach as far as the Nanaimo 
area and “could block GRS’s 
plans to establish a new 

community radio station 
on Gabriola Island.” 

The media company 
reapplied Sept. 13, with 
plans for lower coverage 
figures. According to its 
application, the transmit-
ter would operate at an 
average effective radiated 
power (ERP) of 15 watts  
for “a maximum ERP of 
45 watts with an effective 
height of antenna above 
average terrain of 662 
metres.”

The wattage is signifi-
cantly reduced from the 
company’s previous appli-
cation for a 635-watt trans-
mitter capable of a maxi-
mum ERP of 3,500 watts at 
the same height. 

News briefs

Heads up!
Polar Bear Swim
Saturday, Jan. 1
Vesuvius Beach at 12 noon

harbourair.com    1.800.665.0212     

    SuperSaver Webfares.*
Every flight. Every seat. Every day.

*Some restrictions apply. Visit us at  
 www.harbourair.com for more details.

TOURISM

Visitor traffic drops dramatically in 2010
Poor economy blamed for hard hit to Salt 

Spring tourism industry

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s tourist numbers saw a dramatic decrease in 
2010, coming in at 17.6 per cent lower than 2009 fi gures.

Statistics gathered by the Salt Spring Visitor Centre 
show that as of Dec. 6 of this year, 34,651 people arrived 
at the tourist information offi ce. That’s almost 7,400 fewer 
people than in 2009.

Chamber of Commerce manager Paul Neale said he 
was warned how crazy the offi ce could get during the 
summer months when he fi rst took his position in March, 
but he never experienced it.

“Our numbers show a downward turn,” Neale con-
fi rmed.

“We had a fl at early summer and July and August never 
really picked up.”

In fact, August fell far from meeting its reputation as 
the island’s busiest month. Despite the return to summer 
sunshine, the month had 27.4 per cent fewer visitors than 
in 2009.

Neale said accommodations providers were those hit 
hardest by the drop, as the island saw more people look-
ing for low-end stays and those coming just for day trips. 

“That helps the shops and restaurants, but it doesn’t 
help the B&Bs and hotels,” Neale observed.

Kevin Bell, manager of Mouat’s Trading, said, “There 
certainly seemed to be fewer people around and less 
money being spent, that’s for sure.”

Bus tours were the only statistic that increased, going 
from 21 in 2009 to 50 in 2010. But according to Neale, 
those visitors “tend to just wander around for a couple 
of hours, have lunch and then go. They’re not big spend-
ers.”

And people are not coming from the areas Salt Spring’s 
visitors have traditionally arrived from, being the Lower 
Mainland, Washington and Oregon, although Neale said 
other economies are looking up.

“The Europeans started travelling again — it didn’t 
make up for the Americans, but it was good to have them 
back,” Neale said.

Salt Spring’s tourist woes are not unique, according to 
Patti Lee, manager of the visitor centre in Parksville.

“It’s absolutely everyone,” Lee said, adding that her 
centre registered 35,000 visitors in 2009 but would be 
lucky to reach 24,000 for this year. Other regions were 

also hit hard: Lee said it’s the fi rst year she can remember 
campsites in Tofino and Ucluelet having on-the-spot 
vacancies.

Lee said reasons for the decrease in tourism probably 
include the poor weather of early summer, the addition of 
the HST and the overall economy.

“I’m thinking people are keeping their money close to 
home,” she said.

Ferry costs are another factor, which for Parksville 
meant fewer visitors from Alberta and Ontario but more 
people travelling up-island for their holiday.

For the Gulf Islands, BC Ferries vehicle and passenger 
traffi c averaged at 1.76 per cent lower in July 2010 than 
2009, 4.2 per cent lower in August and 4.68 per cent lower 
in September. But Neale said he didn’t hear visitors com-
plaining about ferry costs.

“That didn’t seem to be an issue,” he reported. 
Instead, Neale believes the economic recovery is not as 

strong as predicted. 
Bell supported that assessment.
“Business is slightly down from last year, and last year 

we were in the throes of a recession or supposed to be 
coming out of it — but it doesn’t seem as if the recession 
has let go of Salt Spring.”

While Mouat’s has suffered only slightly lower sales of 
about 1.5 to 1.8 per cent, Bell said retail businesses are 
having to look at many cost-cutting measures.

Strategies for improving Salt Spring’s tourist economy 
in 2011 are being worked on now by the Chamber of Com-
merce tourism committee, Neale said.

“They’re working on getting the message out about Salt 
Spring.”

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

A crowded Saturday market in July of 2010 did not translate into strong visitor numbers overall for the year.
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Riders Guide
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www.bctransit.com

BUS INFORMATION 250-538-4282

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 27, 2010
www.bctransit.com
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Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
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Wine Cellar

131 PRICE ROAD  •  250 931 1963 
TUES. - SAT. 12:30 - 4:30 OR BY APPT.

O N  P R E M I S E S  W I N E  A N D  B E E R  M A K I N G

T H E

�

A.

Q.

Next to Uptown Pizza & Country Grocer
368 Lower Ganges Rd 

250-537-9736
Mon - Fri 8 am - 5 pm  /  Sat 10 am - 4:30 pm

benjaminmoore.ca

E-mail your paint and  ooring questions to: c_hubenig@hotmail.com
If your question is chosen, you will receive 20% off any single 
purchase of in-stock  ooring or paint!

Ask
the Pro!

 I have in  oor heat with my slate  oor.  Can I put 
hardwood over it?
Yes, you can put on engineered hardwood
 ooring.  First, you must self level the  oor

as long as the slate is not sealed.  If it is sealed 
you must grind the sealer off, then level.

CLINT 
HUBENIG

FIRE-RESCUE

Salt Spring department wins 
fi re truck decorating trophy

Salt Spring Fire-Res-
cue received the tro-
phy for Best Decorated 
Antique at Langford’s 
13th annual Christmas 
fire truck parade on 
Dec. 19.

Volunteer firefighter 
Colby Sawchuk, who is 
completing his fourth 
year with the depart-
ment, led the deco-
rating campaign and 
drove the truck during 
the parade.

He said his strategy 
was to keep the look 
simple and uncluttered, 
and still come up with 
something new using 
the existing lights.

Sawchuk’s palette 
was Salt Spring’s first 
ever new truck pur-
chase, the 1960 Jeep FC 
170. The department 
bought the truck in 
1960, when the fi re dis-
trict was formed, and 

used it until 1987, when 
it was sold to Musgrave 

Farm. The farm donat-
ed the truck back to the 

fi re district as a histori-
cal artifact in 2007.

MAYNE ISLAND

Fire hall process sets new standard
Stage set for Mayne’s 

March referendum

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

By the looks of things over on 
Mayne Island these days, one 
might easily get the impression 
that a highly anticipated fi re hall 
referendum is right around the 
corner.

Not quite, according to Bill 
Warning, chair of a special task 
force designed to investigate and 
discuss plans for Mayne’s pro-
posed $3.4-million fi re hall.

Even though voters won’t cast 
their ballots until March 12, 
islanders have been subjected 
to an intense information cam-
paign supported by the Mayne 
Island Fire Hall Task Force and 
Mayne Island Improvement Dis-
trict trustees since early 2010.

The result is a well-informed 
and engaged electorate as well 
as a new standard when it comes 
to openness and the sharing of 
information by locally elected 
offi cials, Warning said.

In an interview last week, 
Warning said discussions have 
come a long way since the task 
force began its work in January.  

The fi ve-member MIID board 

conceived of the task force 
approach after debate over fi re 
hall funding “hit a brick wall” in 
2009.

“One of the things we really 
stress is open books and as much 
open information as possible,” 
he said.

A look at the MIID website 
reveals a one-stop site that offers 
information updates, news 
releases, extensive board and 
task force minutes, information 
about elected representatives 
and a summary of the MIID’s 
facilities and jurisdiction.

When a portion of Mayne 
Island’s 900 residents rose up 
against the new fi re hall propos-
al nearly a year and a half ago, 
many had concerns about a sus-
pected misuse of funds, Warning 
said.

Ensuring that people feel 
included in the process and have 
access to relevant information, 
he added, has been key to the 
latest effort’s success.

“ We  h a v e n’t  h e a rd  a n y 
rumours of a ‘no’ committee 
yet,” he said.

Along with the website and 
mailouts to island households, 
the task force hosts regular pub-
lic events to address questions 
and concerns about the project.

“We’ve gained a lot of momen-
tum,” he said. “Most of the 
debate is not so much about the 
fi re hall situation, it’s about how 
the money is managed.”

The Mayne Island Improve-
ment District is responsible 
for fi re protection, the island’s 
health centre, medical evacua-
tion heliport and garbage col-
lection.

Should the referendum suc-
ceed, the new 9,700-square-foot 
facility will be constructed on 
the island’s current fi re hall site. 
Fire services will operate out of 
a temporary facility until con-
struction is complete.

For more information about 
the Mayne Island process, visit 
www.miidonline.com.

“One of the things we 

really stressed is open 

books and as much open 

information as possible.”

BILL WARNING
Chair, Mayne Island Fire Hall 
Task Force

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Salt Spring volunteer fi refi ghter Colby Sawchuk holds the trophy his eff orts 

earned from the Langford parade for best decorated antique fi re truck.
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Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

David Waddington
Certi ed QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Specializing In Small Business

Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

QuickBooks Setup and Training

105-B Hereford Ave

livingstrongstudios.ca

250.931.5483
120 HEREFORD AVE.

to our clients, friends, members and community. 
All the best for 2011!

Don’t belong to a gym? 
Come in for a free workout.

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays

SLEGG LUMBERSLEGG LUMBER
has in stock ...has in stock ...

Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. 8:30-5:00      804 Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-4978 i[

SLEGG LUMBER

• Ice-Melting 
Salt

• Snow Shovels

• Pipe Heaters

• Insulation

• Weather 
Stripping

• Presto Logs

• Ice Scrapers

• and Christmas 
Lights!

Advertising
Deadlines

328 Lower Ganges Road 250.537.9933
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Deadlines for the Driftwood -
 Wednesday January 5th

Display Deadline: Wednesday, December 29th, 4:00pm
Classifi ed Display Deadline: Monday, January 3rd, 4pm
Classifi ed Word Deadline: Tuesday, January 4th, 10am

Classifi eds may be placed on-line at: 
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Please note the Driftwood Offi ce 
will be closed: Friday December 31st.

Regular Deadlines will apply for the Driftwood of 
Wednesday January 12th.

The Driftwood Weekender will not be 
published: Friday, December 31st

•  3.76 ACRES, private & secluded.
•  Situated 12/15 minutes from Ganges Village.
•  Substantially in NATURAL state, good mid/long term Investment
 
                         REDUCED & OFFERED @ $279,000.           ML#285409

•  270 feet LOW-BANK level WATERFRONT.
•  2 BEDROOM home, 895 sq.ft. living.
•  Ganges Harbour, walking distance to village.
 

OFFERED @ $549,000.            ML#281714

1101-115 F/Ganges Rd., SSIs. B.C., V8K 2T9

gil@gilmouat.com
www.gilmouat.com

GIL MOUAT
250-537-4900

www.saltspringhomefinder.com

PROPERTIES from the air with
GOOD down to earth VALUE

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

A PRESENT FOR THE HOSPITAL: Lady Minto X-ray technologist Chris Gix and Charlotte Mierau, 

senior clinical specialist with Philips Healthcare, model the new X-ray equipment at the hospital. 

DEVELOPMENT

Human 
rights 
sessions 
on Jan. 8-9
UBC students 

present papers 

at GISS 

Is there a human right 
to water? Can inter-
national law protect 
First Nations from oil 
and gas development? 
Could one decriminal-
ize sex work and still 
protect the human 
rights of child prosti-
tutes?

These  and other 
questions will be the 
focus  of  a  human 
rights workshop at 
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School on Jan. 8 and 9. 
Sixteen graduate stu-
dents from the Univer-
sity of British Colum-
bia will present their 
term papers, which 
are being supervised 
by Salt Spring resident 
Michael Byers.

The same event was 
cancelled due to snowy 
weather when it was 
fi rst set for Nov. 20-21. 

“The students come 
from seven di f fer-
ent countries,” Byers 
explained. “They have 
a passion for social jus-
tice and human rights. 
They bring fresh per-
spectives and cutting-
edge research skills to 
some of the most diffi -
cult issues of our time.”

For Byers, who holds 
the Canada Research 
Chair in Global Politics 
and International Law 
at UBC, bringing the 
students to Salt Spring 
has an important edu-
cational purpose. “Most 
of the students lack 
real world experience,” 
he said. “By bringing 
them to the island, I 
can introduce them to 
the most intellectually 
dynamic, socially pro-
gressive community in 
Canada. The purpose 
of the workshop is to 
enable them to engage 
with — and learn from 
— some of the incred-
ible people here.”

Each session will 
b e g i n  w i t h  a  s t u -
dent presenting their 
research, then move 
to an open discussion 
of their work. It will be 
an opportunity to pose 
questions, make com-
ments and share per-
spectives.

“Questions around 
what constitutes a 
right, and how rights 
are enforced, affect us 
all,” said Byers. “And 
every perspective is 
legitimate.”

The workshop runs 
from 2:30 to 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 8, and 
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 9 in the 
multipurpose room 
at GISS. Islanders are 
encouraged to partici-
pate in all sessions, or 
attend a few of spe-
cial interest to them. 
Admission is free and 
open to all.

RCMP

Holiday blues occupy
police during Xmas
More witnesses  

also sought in 

Nov. 14 Lee’s Hill 

crash

Salt Spring RCMP 
report many seasonal 
incidents occurred on 
the island, but no seri-
ous charges on the fi les 
for the holiday week.

Po l i c e  a t t e n d e d 
several personal dis-
putes and assisted 
people with mental 
health issues who 
needed hospital care 
during the holiday, a 
period when fragile 
emotions tend to be 
elevated, Cpl. Martin 
Beardsmore said.

“It’s a bad time of 
year for people already 

suffering from some-
thing . . . It’s a stressful 
time of year.”

Beardsmore said 
fortunately no one 
was badly hurt during 
the incidents police 
attended.

Also in police news, 
Salt Spring RCMP con-
tinue to investigate 
the cause of the fatal 
motor vehicle colli-
sion that occurred on 
the morning of Nov. 
14, in which 25-year-
old Reid Parent lost his 
life.

Po l i c e  s a y  t h e y 
appreciate the wit-
nesses who have come 
forward so far,  but 
have reason to believe 
there are other motor-
ists who may have 
information that will 
assist in the investiga-

tion. 
In particular, police 

would like to speak 
to the occupants of 
two vehicles that are 
believed to have been 
traveling northbound 
on Fulford-Ganges 
Road near Lee’s Hill 
around 9:30 a.m. or 
shortly before. These 
vehicles may have 
been overtaken by 
another motorist at 
around this time.

Salt Spring RCMP 
further request that 
any local residents 
who had friends or 
relatives visiting the 
island that day who 
may have been driving 
between Fulford and 
Lee’s Hill between 9 
and 9:30 a.m. to con-
tact the detachment at 
250-537-5555.

Photos 
are

available
for 

purchase
@ 

our 
on-line 

photostore
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Taking 
stock

W
ell, we’ve made it 
through another 
one.

We made it through the 
year’s Olympic security crackdown, survived 
the summer’s hot dog wars in Fulford, kept our 
sanity through the Stark Road bunny debate and 
even had enough steam to make it through the 
Queen of Nanaimo’s run in with a dock at Mayne 
Island.

To be sure, the year had its share of rough 
spots: A boating and traffi c fatality, the deaths of 
so many prominent and iconic Salt Spring resi-
dents, the Salt Spring Coffee Company’s decision 
to pack up and ship out, the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission’s decision to nix a parkland 
plan for the Burgoyne Valley and, well, the list 
goes on.

No sooner do we get a chance to sit back and 
refl ect on the kind of year it’s been when we’re 
fl ung out onto the track for another lap.

The Salt Spring Conservancy is on the cusp of 
completing the biggest 
land-protection deal in 
its history, the Islands 
Trust is set to seriously 
consider the limited 
legalization of second-
ary suites and cottages, 
there’s a new library on 
the way, the HST cam-
paign and recall initia-
tive are set to continue 
rolling and local elec-
tions will cap everything 

off in November.
The essence of any community newspaper, 

however, are the stories that occur far away from 
the gnashing of teeth in the island’s political are-
nas. On Salt Spring, these tales are the antics and 
adventures of the people who call Salt Spring 
home.

Over the past year, we’ve had islanders cycle 
across the country and down to South America. 
We’ve seen young and old raise thousands of 
dollars for charities of all stripes. Just this month, 
two young island women stood on top of Mount 
Kilimanjaro, while a local couple continued their 
round-the-world motorcycle journey.

Be it on the school board or local water dis-
tricts, we all love a good political debate, admire 
the strength of those who speak up and applaud 
the rewards of hard-fought principles, but it’s the 
unpredictability and originality of Gulf Islands 
residents who follow through with their commit-
ments that really keep us going.

These are islanders’ countless story gems that 
keep us trying to uncover the hows as well as 
the whys and, in the process, offer a reminder of 
what we can all accomplish.

Here’s to a great 2011.

Taking Salt Spring’s polar bear plunge
BY CINDY CLARK

Eight years ago our daughter announced that she 
wanted the family to participate in the Vesuvius 
Beach Polar Bear Swim that year. 

Things might have looked a lot different had she 
said that she wanted to do the polar bear swim.

“Are you kidding!” I thought. But she was completely serious, 
and as her ever-supportive parents, how could we possibly not 
be prepared to take on the challenge if our 11-year-old daughter 
was willing to take the plunge herself?

Vesuvius Beach was packed with plunger enthusiasts and 
spectators alike when we arrived that year. I remember the 
fi rst person who caught my eye was sporting a striped antique 
swimming suit and a Viking helmet. We handed our three-year-
old son off to a friend while we took our positions with the other 
swimmers. 

I cursed the long-winded fellow on the loud speaker as I stood 
there on the edge of the ocean with my feet growing numb from 
cold. Finally, he got to the countdown and I was immediately 
overwhelmed with fear. And what was this other unexpected 
emotion?  Yes, there it was — absolute pure excitement in antici-
pation.

In the next 10 seconds I felt more alive than I would the rest of 
the year. On the count of one, my husband Dion took my hand 
and together we stormed the ocean with the rest of the half, and 
soon to be fully, frozen people.

 We were in-under-and-out all within the next 10 seconds. Oh 
my, was it cold, and I couldn’t help but wonder how I was going 
to manage to walk back out of the ocean when I had zero feeling 
from my ankles down. 

Surely my debut was going to end face down in the sand and 
stones that lined the beach between the ocean and spectators. 
Our daughter Olivia and her friend Auna-Beth, oblivious to the 
cold, continued on as if it were just another day at the beach, 

swimming about for the next 15 minutes or more. I 
was so impressed with my young polar bear!

The Polar Bear Swim is something we have 
continued to participate in every year since, 
and as we became more seasoned plungers we 

would often arrive as a family in full costume, supporting 
the chosen theme for that year. Dion and I have even found 
ourselves on one occasion taking the plunge without our 
children. 

I am not sure why Dion continues to hold my hand and take 
the leap with me each year. 

In fact, just last month during a snow day, he commented on 
how much he was not looking forward to jumping in the ocean 
this New Year’s. ( I think he says that at some point every year.) 
But who is ever really looking forward to the Arctic plunge? Not 
I. It’s the countdown that fuels me with its promise of life. The 
plunge itself is simply the catalyst. 

A few years back, while trying to prepare for the polar bear 
theme, we got word that the swim had been cancelled due to 
lack of organization. 

We almost didn’t go that year but at the last hour of “should 
we?” or “shouldn’t we?” the have-to’s won out and we called a 
few families and it was swim on! So we have been meeting with 
a few families for the past couple of years and holding our own 
countdown. 

We will be out there at Vesuvius Beach again this year holding 
hands and counting down at noon on the fi rst, and if you and 
your family would like to come and take the plunge, you are very 
welcome to join us. There is no theme, but costumes are always 
welcome on Salt Spring. 

Happy New Year. Here’s to feeling alive!

The writer is one of many islanders who’ve been smitten by 
Polar Bear Swim fever over the years.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT

THE ISSUE:
New Year’s 
predictions

WE SAY:
Around these 
parts, nobody 
knows for sure

Opinion
Gold - Best Special Publication - “AQUA - Gulf Islands Living” 

Gold -  Best Photo Essay Award - “Day in the Life” 
Gold - Newspaper Promotion Award -“Owner’s Manual” / Bronze - Best Overall Newspaper 

Bronze - Best Special Section - “Derrick Lundy Retrospective” 
Bronze - Best Sports Photo - “John Cameron - Slugger”

2010 BC and Yukon Community Newspapers Association Awards 

Gold - Best Overall Newspaper  / Silver - Best Editorial Page / Silver- Best Front Page 
Silver - Best Special Section - AQUA “Gulf Islands Living” 
Silver - Best In-House Ad Campaign - “Owners’ Manual” 

Bronze - Best Community Service - “Residents Card Program”
2010 Canadian Community Newspaper Association Awards

2008 WINNER2009 WINNER

Are there reasons to feel optimistic about 2011 ?
Cast your ballot online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com before

Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our offi  ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should dogs be banned 
from Portlock Park?

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Yes           No
17 

 YES NO

21

Published every Wednesday by Driftwood Publishing Ltd.

328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Phone: 250-537-9933  Fax: 250-537-2613  Toll Free: 1-877-537-9934

Email: driftwood@gulfislands.net   Website: www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday

Yearly Subscription Rates:

In the Gulf Islands $49.88*  Elsewhere in Canada $84.00*

Six months elsewhere in Canada $58.30*  Outside Canada $179.00

* Includes GST

This newspaper acknowledges the financial support of the Government of Canada, 

through the Publications Assistance Program (PAP), toward its mailing costs.

Publications Mail Registration No. 08149  

International Standards Serial Number 1198-7782

GULF ISLANDS

Peter McCully
PUBLISHER

sales@gulfislands.net

Gail Sjuberg
MANAGING EDITOR

news@gulfislands.net

Lorraine Sullivan
PRODUCTION MANAGER

 production@gulfislands.net

Eva Kuhn
OFFICE MANAGER
ekuhn@gulfislands.net

Claudia French
CIRCULATION

cfrench@gulfislands.net

President: Frank Richards   Editorial: Sean McIntyre, Susan Lundy, Derrick Lundy, Elizabeth Nolan,  Amy Geddes

Production: Kaye Segee, Amy Geddes   Advertising: Rick MacKinnon, Karen Hepp, Kim Young, Erin Jory  

Accounting/Circulation: Claudia French  

Member of: Canadian Community Newspapers Association, B.C. & Yukon Community Newspapers Association, B.C. Press Council



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2010 |  7

It has been a few weeks now since I was 
not-so-gently reminded by my editor that 
“You know, not everyone likes your col-
umn.” Not that I needed reminding.

This past year I have drawn the written ire 
of most everyone in the Islands Trust camp. 
The head of the Islands Trust, Sheila Malcol-
mson, declared that “I have no understand-
ing . . . of island humanity.” Certainly there 
is no love lost between myself and either of 
the local trustees Ehring and Torgrimson. 
My screed had Briony Penn’s friend Michael 
Wall “reaching for the bucket.” Rick Laing, 
who seems to be one of the driving forces 
behind the unoffi cial Islands Trust fan club, 
cunningly dubbed “Islanders in Trust,” felt 
it necessary to call me “a spoiled air force 
brat,” which I am sure caused my father to 
reposition himself in his grave.

The latest written salvo came from the 
pen of ex-trustee Peter Lamb, who recently 
wrote that my “consistent attacks on the 
Islands Trust and trustees are . . . not con-
ducive to a healthy community.”

Such a generous serving of crow prompt-
ed both myself and my editor to do a little 
math to calculate just how many articles I 
have written that were critical of the Trust. 
Turns out since the last election in Novem-
ber ‘08, the Islands Trust has been in my 
cross hairs a scant 11 times by my reckon-
ing. In that two-year period, I have written 
over 50 articles. Eleven Trust articles is not 
all that many for an op/ed writer whose 
unoffi cial job description would be “town 

gadfl y — an annoying little 
insect buzzing around the 
back end of the livestock.”

Granted, over the two 
years, there have been a lot 
of Trust actions that have 
acted like a cheese grater over 
my brain, beginning with the 
hugely unpopular verdict 
against the Salt Spring Roast-
ers to the most recent debacle surrounding 
two Bowen Island councillors’ visit to our 
island as guest speakers at an Islanders for 
Self-Government meeting.

Given my written track record, one might 
surmise that I was on the payroll of the ISG 
— a lobbyist, a stooge, a puppet dancing on 
the end of a string. So as this year comes to 
a close, I want to set that straight. 

I am not an active member of the ISG. 
(Insert old Woody Allen saw “I would never 
join an organization that would have me as 
a member.”) I was once a member, but chose 
not to renew my membership. I disagreed 
with the organization’s executive decision to 
encourage their considerable membership 
to vote against the “four-trustee” option, 
which essentially meant I disagreed with 
their fundamental strategy. The interesting 
thing is that ISG president Ken Marr and 
myself remain friends, notwithstanding our 
political differences. I wish the same could 
be said on the Islands Trust side. 

While I have disagreed in writing with 
many of the Trust’s decisions, I have also 

publicly expressed my grati-
tude and admiration to both of 
our local trustees for putting in 
countless hours and taking a 
lot of heat locally and nation-
ally for standing their ground. 

I have consistently lobbied 
for a giant pay raise for our 
trustees. It is appalling that 
the people in charge of shap-

ing the future of this island were making 
less money than a part-time gas station 
attendant. It was great to read they have 
given future trustees a raise from a miserly 
$13,000 to about $30,000 with the benefi ts 
factored in.

I have also consistently taken the Trust’s 
side when it comes to expanding the num-
ber of seats to four, the topic of ex-trustee 
Peter Lamb’s recent piece, publicly chal-
lenging me to take up the cudgel and work 
together to put this back on the slate in 
the upcoming local election . . . to “find 
common ground.” (Needless to say, I was 
thrilled to receive this olive branch from 
Mr. Lamb, and I emailed him a private bil-
let doux. I have not yet received a reply, to 
which I can only surmise that he is choos-
ing his words very carefully or his public 
exhortation was essentially rhetorical.)

But people read what they want to read. 
If they agree with my column, it results in a 
smile and a handshake at the local grocery 
store or coffee shop. If they disagree vio-
lently enough, it results in a scathing letter 

to the editor. 
Nothing wrong with that. Democracy 

thrives on differences of opinion and 
healthy debate. It is the personal attacks 
that sting. 

Mr. Ehring knows this better than most. 
The recent Hitler/Ehring spoof extracted 
from the fi lm Downfall is likely the most 
hurtful homegrown thing to ever arise from 
Salt Spring. It really wasn’t necessary for 
George to play the Nazi/Auschwitz card. 
The YouTube piece must have hurt like hell. 
I can’t imagine how painful this invective 
must have been for George to watch.

Elected offi cials like George and Chris-
tine (and indeed gadfl ies like myself ) are 
expected to just suck it up and roll with the 
punches, as if personal attacks and insults 
are part of the job description. That may 
be so in national and international politics, 
but one would hope not so much here. 
After all, we shop in the same stores, our 
children go to the same schools, our dogs 
touch noses in the same parks. 

We are entering an election year, and it is 
inevitable that the mud slinging will again 
get ramped up as November draws near. 
So here is a resolution that should be a lot 
easier than tossing the cigarettes. Play fair. 
Candidates’ political platforms and track 
records are fair game. Personal attacks, par-
ticularly anonymous personal attacks, have 
no place in the Salt Spring universe.

republicofsaltspring@mac.com

Website 
tutorial 

In the Dec. 22 Driftwood, 
Sharon McCollough, George 
Ehring and Christine Tor-
grimson accuse ISG of post-
ing links from its website to 
the infamous Ehring Bunker 
video. 

This never happened. I 
ought to know, I’m the one 
who posts. 

What I have since learned 
is that Sharon is holding ISG 
responsible for a link that 
was posted on our Facebook 
page. We do have a link to 
our Facebook page. She is 
also holding us accountable 
for a link ISG has to Nation-
al Post’s Brian Hutchinson 
article, where someone com-
ments at the end and posts 
a link to the SaltSpringFolly 
site and from there the video 
is accessible. Come on!

For those of you who do 
not understand that a link 

can take you to a completely 
new site, it can and does. ISG 
has links to the Islands Trust 
Act — that doesn’t mean we 
wrote it.

I even make a point of hav-
ing a new browser window 
open when one clicks on an 
outside link. Sharon makes 
other  unsubstantiated 
claims, namely that I fail to 
monitor our very active site. 
Yes, I do, quite often, and it’s 
a lot of work and she has no 
way of knowing how active 
it is.

George and Christine may 
be taking Sharon’s word. I’m 
sure they understand the link 
concept. Yet George claims 
we removed the link that 
never was. All three present 
as fact that the links to the 
video are on the ISG website, 
not link, to link, to link . . .

ISG has been diligent in 
promoting respectful pub-
lic debate and dialogue, and 
it hasn’t been easy. We have 
one objective: to educate, to 

bring accurate information 
to the public. That is what we 
strive to do through our web-
site and our town halls.

ISG is being accused of 
brewing dissent and confl ict. 
Why does Sharon McCol-
lough find it necessary to 
malign ISG and make ridicu-
lous claims about our web-
site? 

And why is passive accep-
tance of the status quo a 
more enlightened state of 
being than questioning and 
thinking? You decide.
JILL TREEWATER,
I S G  W E B  M A N A G E R

Points of view
I should like to comment 

on two very different points 
of view from the Dec. 29 
paper.  One is the warm and 
laudatory article written by 
a mother impressed by Jim 
Raddysh’s commitment and 
dedication to the children 
who learn how to swim at the 
Rainbow Road Pool (“Life-

long gift of swimming appre-
ciated”). I was happy to read 
something so positive and 
appreciative and it reminded 
me that there are some won-
derful people around who 
behave wonderfully because 
they are caring and giving. 

My next point is about the 
letter George Ehring wrote. 
I also congratulate him for 
his letter and the honesty 
and awareness he brought 
to it. Too many people are 
deeply ignorant of historical 
realities, gleaning their infor-
mation from bits and pieces 
which present them with a 
picture totally divorced from 
what reality was like. They 
glibly use the word “Nazi” 
to describe anything that 
goes contrary to their point 
of view. A careful reading 
of what the Nazi party was 
would quickly cure them of 
that particular habit.

I am the daughter of Holo-
caust survivors (growing up 
in war and post-war Europe, 

in France and then in Germa-
ny) and I can assure you that 
the word “Nazi” was not ban-
died about easily. It evoked 
such awful dread and such 
misery, it created so much 
horror for millions and mil-
lions of people, and so many 
people had their lives, if not 
cut short, at least wrecked 
by that time, that to use it to 
make a point is just beyond 
insensitive. So bravo, George 
Ehring, for reminding us all 
of that reality. 

One can disagree politi-
cally with someone without 
slandering them in the pro-
cess. Let us treat one another 
with dignity, which is what 
was not happening in that 
benighted time.
PIERRETTE WINTER,
H E D G E R  R O A D

It’s a pun
I have been following the 

“Ehring bunker” nonsense 
and have come to the con-
clusion it is a red ehring.

May we find peace on 
Earth and goodwill towards 
all at this time of year.
HERB BURNETT,
G A N G E S 

Paint with 
same brush 

I am finding the debate 
about Mark’s Work Wearhouse 
a bit petty and tiring. 

If people are going to call 
Mark’s a “big box/chain” store, 
then they must paint with the 
same brush our banks, grocery 
stores, Pharmasave, Home 
Hardware, Sears, some real 
estate companies, gas stations 
and perhaps even the post 
office. These are also mostly 
downtown and visible. 

If people believe in support-
ing local businesses, then they 
shouldn’t complain when one 
of them is successful enough 
to grow.
K. LEE,
M U S G R A V E  R O A D

Letters to the editor

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: What about 2010 are you glad to leave behind?

TIM WELLINGS
Although I will be experi-
encing them for the rest of 
my life, I’m happy to leave 
the growing pains of 2010 
behind me.

KEN PARKES
My inability to do what I 
want to do.

JULIA LINNAY
Lots of movement and travel-
ling. I’m settling down and 
grounding a little bit.

VINCENT PINEAULT
My drunk life.

DIANA POLMEAR
Self-doubt.

Playing fair one resolution as contentious year comes into view

IslandVoices
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“The monitoring of the fi nancial system in Canada leaves a 
lot to be desired.”

RON MARTIN, SOUTHWESTERN GOLD MINE STOCK VICTIM

HEADTOHEAD

Peter 
Vincent

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 

during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

MORE LETTERS continued on A9
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HOME OUT OF RANGE: AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING SERIES
» FIFTH IN A SERIES OF STORIES 

Housing strategy
offers hope during
time of urgency

T
he rising cost of home 
ownership over the past 
decade, along with the 
rental cycle known collo-
quially as the “Salt Spring 

Shuffl e,” threatens more than young 
families struggling to gather a down 
payment for a decent place to call 
their own.

Whether it’s the island’s homeless popula-
tion, working families, youth or the elderly, 
virtually every demographic group faces 
a brick wall when it comes to locking up 
stable, secure and affordable housing.

Given that housing issues can have an 
impact on school enrollment, the local 
labour force and even the island’s reputation 
as a leader in the arts and culture scene, it’s a 
challenge to fi nd anyone who is completely 
immune from the island’s housing woes.

A frequent refrain heard during interviews 
and from readers over the course of the fi ve-
part Home Out of Range series has been 
the warning call that if serious action isn’t 
undertaken soon, Salt Spring will become 
an enclave for the wealthy, an island whose 
work force is shipped in from more afford-
able housing markets on Vancouver Island.

According to Cherie Geauvreau, a driving 
force behind the Copper Kettle Community 
Partnership, one need only watch workers 
coming off the morning ferries at Fulford 
Harbour and Vesuvius Bay to see that the 
shift is already at work.

Preserving the kind of community that 
has attracted so many newcomers while, at 
the same time, encouraged so many long-
time residents to hang on regardless of the 
odds, she said, is a responsibility that falls 
upon each of the island’s nearly 10,000 resi-
dents.

“We need to get together face to face,” 
Geauvreau said. “We are all responsible. No 
group can do it alone.”

Geauvreau, who has spent nearly 15 years 
working on a novel concept to house Salt 
Spring’s homeless population, has seen 
plenty of opportunities get caught up in red 
tape.

In a climate where even working families 
have trouble meeting affordability require-
ments, she said, the island’s homeless aren’t 
doing much better. (See sidebar.)

Geauvreau’s “Wagon Wheel” idea involves 
fi ve or six small separate sleeping units sur-
rounding a large communal space where 
residents eat, meet and can contribute 
to the strength of the project. The model 
involves on-site gardens and a mix of private 
and public space designed to appeal to the 
island’s homeless and hard to house.

Whether it be the high cost of land, ten-
ancy agreements, building codes, density 
restrictions, start-up costs or community 
apathy, the Wagon Wheel remains a project 
in name only.

“We could fi nd a way to take care of this 
in this community. Individual groups have 
been wanting to do this, that and the other 
thing, but regulatory barriers and high fees 

Number of homeless persons / 10,000 inhabitants (Homeless Count 2007)
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just stop the projects in their tracks,” she 
said. “We’re always plugging away behind 
the scenes to be a voice for the people.”

Over on Lower Ganges Road, architect 
Wolfgang Wenzel’s Suncatcher Cottages is 
a proposal to create 10 units of additional 
rental accommodation near Baker Road.

The project involves rainwater catch-
ment, geothermal heating, passive solar 
design and energy-efficient fixtures and 
appliances.

“It’s our intention to make these cottages 
the most energy-effi cient rental units on the 
island,” he said. “We estimate a decrease 
in energy consumption of over 40 per cent 
compared with traditional construction.”

Given that it’s been nearly 20 years since 
he began work on the plan, Wenzel has had 
plenty of time to refi ne his concept.

Despite his best arguments, however, he’s 
been repeatedly talked out of his idea by 
planners at the Islands Trust who contend 
that the project stands little chance of suc-
cess without a housing agreement to con-
trol who lives in the units and how much 
they’ll pay.

Given that he’s not prepared to concede 
total control of his investment, Wenzel, who 
cannot afford to fi le an application under 
such uncertain circumstances, awaits some 
sign that local governments are willing to 
cooperate.

Judging from the hype surrounding the 
anticipated release of the island’s new hous-
ing strategy in February, Wenzel and Geau-
vreau may have good reasons to get excited.

The affordable housing strategy seeks to 
identify priorities, develop implementation 
plans, and establish provisions for monitor-
ing and evaluating outcomes. 

It might sound like a bland process to cre-
ate yet another report and use up a whole 
lot more paper. However, the strategy will 
hopefully generate enough public input to 
fuel real action on the ground.

According to the 2009 Housing Needs 
Assessment, there’s no better place for that 
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cooperation to begin than at the 
local government level.

“Local governments can be active in sup-
porting the creation of affordable housing 
through a number of tools and partnerships,” 
reads an excerpt from the document.

While the Islands Trust has the power to 
control land use, rezoning and density, the 
Capital Regional District has access to the 
property tax base and has applied levies to 
fund the Regional Housing Trust Fund for 
the development of affordable rental hous-
ing projects.

“These two arms of Salt Spring’s local gov-
ernment, working towards a common goal,” 
the report states, “have the capacity to have 
an impact on the affordable housing issues 
in our community.”

Areas for further investigation, according 
to JG Consulting’s Janis Gauthier, include 
legalizing suites and cottages, and amend-
ing land-use regulations to enable the devel-
opment of more affordable housing.

For Geauvreau, the strategy represents the 
fi rst time she and her Wagon Wheel concept 
have been included in such an analysis. 
She feels the housing strategy represents a 
crucial point in her dream to see the project 
through to completion, or at least embark 
on some kind of measurable start.

Others, like Wenzel, can only hope the 
strategy will create a new and more amena-
ble environment for innovative and progres-
sive proposals to get proper consideration 
without the burden of fi nancial uncertainty 
and never-ending bureaucratic delays.

Geauvreau pins much of the blame for 
today’s housing crisis, evidence of which 
can be seen across the country, on the fed-
eral government’s decision to get out of the 
social housing business back in the early 
1990s.

Without federal engagement, she said, the 
responsibility for housing and other social 
programs has fallen to volunteers, locally 
elected officials, community groups and 
investors to pick up the slack and produce 
meaningful solutions.

Based on what she’s noticed over the past 
20 years, the vast majority of communities 
have failed to get organized and fi ll that gap. 
She also noticed a growing demand from 
across the island to see that something gets 
done to bring a warm place to sleep and a 
place to call home within islanders’ range.

“We are a community that is able enough 
to fi nd a solution,” Geauvreau said. “It’s time 
to get ‘er done and we are the kind of com-
munity that can do it.”

Come February, we’ll see if she’s right.

Architect Wolfgang Wenzel wants to create 10 units of aff ordable, energy-effi  cient rental housing. 

“It’s time to get ‘er done 

and we are the kind of community 

that can do it.”

CHERIE GEAUVREAU

Co-founder, Copper Kettle Community 

Partnership

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

If there was ever any doubt 
about the scale of Salt Spring’s 
housing mess, one need only 
look at numbers produced by 
the 2007 Homelessness Count.

The Greater Victoria initiative was 
coordinated by the Cool Aid Society 
in conjunction with local groups 
such as the Salt Spring Island Com-
munity Services Society to deter-
mine the scale of what many hous-
ing advocates view as the housing 
crisis’ most vulnerable victims.

Based on data collected from hot 
lunch programs and the island’s 
food bank, researchers discovered 
that there were “at least 32 home-
less individuals on the island and 
an additional 30 to 50 individuals at 
imminent risk of homelessness or 
living in substantially substandard 
housing.”

When compared to the rest of the 
province, only Victoria, with rough-
ly 62 homeless people per 10,000 
inhabitants, ranks higher.

The report notes that rural com-
munities like Salt Spring are subject 
to under reporting due to given that 
many individuals are spread out 
throughout “bush camps, vehicles 
and couch-surfi ng arrangements.”

Since the 2007 count, some observ-
ers believe the homeless numbers 
have risen even higher. 

Survey fi nds 
island ranks 
among 
homeless 
hotspots in 
B.C.

SALT SPRING ISLAND’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
CONTINUUM

The community-sponsored housing strategy 
slated for public release in February is a serious 
shot at resolving the full range of housing needs 
on the island. 

Be it the need for a permanent emergency 
and cold weather shelter to market rentals and 
entry-level home ownership opportunities, 
all segments of the continuum are in need of 
aff ordable housing.

“Aff ordability is such a critical issue for everyone 
from the homeless, those with special needs, 
singles, families and seniors,” wrote Janis Gauthier 
of JG Consulting.

While more arduous and open ended than a 
focused approach, the comprehensive strategy 
was adopted on grounds that it is “flexible 
and eff ective in dealing with the ongoing and 
changing housing needs as they emerge.”
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OPINION

250-653-4148
Kapa Kai Glass

ON CALL &
  ON TIME
Our Island's
only Interprovincial
Journeymen Glaziers

• Auto Glass
• Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication
• Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms

Free Estimates
Your "clear" choice for glass.

TROY KAYE

Here are the winners for the Driftwood’s

holiday 
Gift Guide

Thanks for 
shopping on 
Salt Spring!

Salt Spring Books
Persnickety’s
The Local
Old Salty
Slegg Lumber
Starbarks

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR PARTICIPATING LOCAL BUSINESSES:
Mark’s Work Wearhouse
Apple Photo
Island Escapades
Sports Traders
Thrifty Foods
Love My Kitchen

Mouat’s Home 
Hardware

Mouat’s Clothing
West of the Moon
Universal Gems 

Healing Centre

IAN RAINSFORD

Winner of $150 

in Salt Spring Currency

ANN MCPHEE

Winner of $100

in Salt Spring Currency

AMARAH GABRIEL

Winner of $250 

in Salt Spring Currency

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Closed Open Open OpenOpen Open

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Closed Closed Open OpenOpen

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Closed Closed Open Open OpenOpen

Closed Closed

SUNDAY

Jan. 2

MONDAY TUESDAY

Closed Closed Open
Jan.         3 Jan.          4

Dec. 26 Dec. 27 Dec. 28 Dec. 29 Dec. 30 Jan. 31 Jan. 1

Dec. 19 Dec. 20 Dec. 21 Dec. 22 Dec. 23 Dec. 24 Dec. 25

Dec. 12 Dec. 13 Dec. 14 Dec. 15 Dec. 16 Dec. 17 Dec. 18

Closed

Closed

RECYCLING DEPOT

HOLIDAY HOURS
 WE SUGGEST CLIPPING THIS AD AND STICKING IT ON YOUR FRIDGE

Back to Regular Hours
Tuesday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm  

349 Rainbow Road  •  250-537-1200
The Recycling Depot is operated by SSI Community Services Society

Peter Grove, C.A., C.Med.
Mediator
                              
Effective Resolution to family and commercial disputes
Divorce; separation; estates; business

TEL: 250-537-1117   CELL: 604-341-6710 
www.petergrove.ca            petergrove@telus.net

OTHER SERVICES:  Estate administration; facilitator; 
 fi nancial & personal coaching

                              
Effective Resolution to family and commercial disputes
Divorce; separation; estates; business

TEL: 250-537-1117   CELL: 604-341-6710 
www.petergrove.ca            petergrove@telus.net

Rants
Bags of coal to those in the com-

munity who try to publicly humiliate 
good people with distasteful videos. 
J. Gelwicks

Roses
Dozens of red velvet Christmas 

roses to Mary Small for a job well done 
decorating the Legion. It couldn’t 
have been done without you! And it 
looks beautiful.

Sleighs full of Christmas roses for 
Windsor Plywood for its generous 
support of Scouts and Girl Guides in 
the selling of Christmas trees. More 
roses for those who purchased their 
tree at Windsor Plywood. Our youth 
have many opportunities for camps 
and international travel because of 
this wonderful community support.

A bunch of brilliant poinsettias to 
the Driftwood for providing this year’s 
carol section. You again enhanced 
many celebrations in song during the 
festive Christmas season.

Beautiful Christmas roses to Dawn 
for her wonderful, thoughtful, hand-

made cracker treats that went out 
to the Meals on Wheels clients! They 
were very much appreciated by one 
and all. Catherine

Happy holiday and New Year’s 
wishes and a lovely thank you bou-
quet to our island trustees, George 
and Christine, for all their dedication, 
hard work, intelligence and good 
hearts. We are lucky to have you both 
representing our island. Friends

A rose to the good neighbour who 
found my truck to be without the foot 
brake on. You saved a nasty situation 
by taking the trouble to put a concrete 
block against the front wheel. Thank you 
and very best wishes for the New Year.

Copper roses to you all at Transition 
Salt Spring for the generous donation 
of six hazelnut trees for our Copper 
Kettle friendship garden. Forward we 
go. CKCP

Merry Xmas red roses to B-Side. 
Mel, your generous gift of new shoes 
made a young man very happy and 
step forward in fine style. Cheers! 
SSICS Outreach

RANTS and Roses

Downtown 
character 
degradation

The expansion of Mark’s Work 
Wearhouse to take over such a 
disproportionate portion of our 
downtown business frontage is 
very disturbing. The loss of char-
acter of such a prominent loca-
tion in our business core must 
be discussed and regulated by 
an overseeing town council with 
an architectural review board. 

Unfortunately, we don’t have 
one! This is just one more reason 
why a “town council” of local-

ly elected concerned islanders 
should be in control of what 
transpires on Salt Spring.

We must be able to plan regu-
late and control the architec-
tural character of our downtown 
business core. 

Salt Spring Island must become 
a self-governing municipality, 
working together with the Islands 
Trust to preserve and protect our 
island community’s destiny. 
KAREN AND WAYNE TEPPER, 
V E S U V I U S

Rare opportunity
We, the voters of the Saanich 

and the Islands electoral district, 
have, in the next federal elec-
tion, the golden opportunity to 
introduce epochal change and 

the voice of reason to Ottawa. 
Elizabeth May, the leader of 

the Green Party of Canada, has 
been named as one of the 100 
most infl uential women in the 
world. U.S. First Lady Michelle 
Obama and U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton are in good 
company. 

As we have all learned by read-
ing Ms. May’s articles regularly 
published in the Island Tides, 
she is a highly intelligent and 
forward-thinking environmen-
talist, keenly abreast of world 
affairs as well as the machina-
tions in Ottawa. 

Let us not miss this rare 
opportunity. 
BETTY POOLE, 
S A L T  S P R I N G  

MORE LETTERS
continued from A7

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

FOOD FOR
SANTA: Santa jumps 

for joy on Christmas 

Eve. He was last spotted 

on Salt Spring at the 

Rainbow Road Pool, 

visiting with children 

who brought food bank 

items — just prior to 

heading back to the 

North Pole.



MeMe & Ron’s
TOWING 

Bring em back alive
Don’t drink and drive
250-537-9383

D   N’T

andand

Enjoy the Holiday Season! 
Drive safely and

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE
HARBOURS END 

MARINE & EQUIPMENT
122 Upper Ganges Road at the head of Ganges Harbour

250-537-4202

This message brought to you by these This message brought to you by these 
community minded businesses.community minded businesses.
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Merry Christmas from Moby’s 
Management and Staff.

PLEASE DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE

Mon.- Fri. 8:30-5 pm / Sat.9 - 3 pm
250-537-5527  /  1-888-537-5527

ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS SAFELY

Don’t Drink and Drive

BEDDIS ROAD BEDDIS ROAD 
GARAGEGARAGE
DRIVE SAFELY 

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Repairs to all makes & models

181A BEDDIS ROAD
250-537-4122

Have a Safe 
Happy Holiday

SAUNDERS SUBARU
                       1-888-898-9911Sales & Service 

Bob Saunders

Be Responsible Be Responsible 
this Holiday Seasonthis Holiday Season

DRINK
DRIVE!DRIVE!

Celebrate responsibly with us!
Have a safe & happy holiday season.

Think before you drink.
Do you have a safe ride home?

250-537-9339

Wishing you a safe & responsible
Holiday Season

Laurie’s
RECYCLING
& WASTE
                                Services Inc.

250-653-9279

Stay alive, 
don’t drink and drive

250.537.9112

Drinking and driving 
is a gamble you can’t win.

250-537-2513

Salt Spring Isl: 250.537.5722
The Roads Are For

Everyone...Drive Safely

www.saltspringfi re.com

Drink Responsibly 
and Always

Use a
Designated 

Driver.

250.537.5379
Stay Alive - Don’t Drive

Friends don’t let 
friends 

drink and drive.
- From your friends at the 

Salt Spring Fire Dept.
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• Renovations
• Additions
• Decks
• Fencing
• Concrete
•  Specializing in 

Recycled Homes

Big
or Small - 
We’ll Do
It All!

ALL-RITE CONSTRUCTION
Abe Hohn, Journeyman Carpenter

Call Abe at:
250.537.6287

PRIME RIB DINNER
AAA ANGUS BEEF

Every Thursday 5pm

537-9339250-537-9339

Arts&
Entertainment

www.treehousecafe.ca              ph 250-537-5379

Sunday-Tuesday 8am-4pm
Wednesday-Saturday 8am-8:30pm

Music this Week 5:30-8:30pm
Thur  TBA
Fri  Closed for New Year’s
Sat  Closed for New Year’s

Join us Wednesday nights
throughout the winter 

as we celebrate the food 
of different regions 

of the world

Check our website for
different regions and menus

every Wednesday

A Taste of India Dec 29 
A Taste of Morocco Jan 5

$6 Early Bird Breakfast
Mon-Fri Before 10am

CFSI 107.9 FM
Salt Spring Radio

Listen online at www.cfsi-fm.com

Join Valdy each week for 
a unique slice of music, 

whimsy and wit from the
Islands of the Salish Sea

“Valdy’s Radio Hour”
Wednesdays
8 pm - 9 pm
Host: Valdy

2011
The year to reclaim

Booth Canal

Tom Varzeliotis
www.alcy.ca

 

SALT SPRING ISLAND LIBRARY
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

for a
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

The work requires:  site preparation 
for a 2800 sq. ft. portable structure, 

coordination of site services, and 
connection of the site services.

Quali  ed contractors are invited to pick 
up a Request for Quotation information 
package from the supervisor on duty 
at the library, 129 McPhillips Avenue.  

Packages are available now, and 
responses are due by January 11, 2011.  

For additional information contact
D. Hepburn 250-653-4949

129 McPhillips Ave., Salt Spring Island, British Columbia

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

ART ON TAP: Anthony Matthews is seen with a Richard Hunt moon mask — on exhibit at Pegasus 

Gallery in Ganges.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Photo club exhibits Elements
 In the ArtSpring lobby through 

January 
The Salt Spring Photography Club brings the 

world inside with an exhibition in the ArtSpring 
lobby through January. 

The Elements show begins on Jan. 3 and is 
accessible weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and eve-
nings or weekends during performances. 

“Elements” refers to the four elements of earth, 
air, fi re and water, the four themes members have 
been structuring their photographic activities 
around during these last few months. Works will 
be available for purchase. 

“We are very pleased by the number of entries 
for this winter show,” said Bob Rogers, the fi rst 
club president. “We have an abundance of work 
to share with the community, and are very proud 
and happy to be offering this quality of art to the 
community.”

Together with founding members secretary/
treasurer and vice president Tom James, educa-
tional coordinator Simon Henson and Robert 
Allen, Rogers helped organize the SSPC in 2008 
as a group intended for the exchange of ideas and 
technical knowledge about photography. 

“Under the leadership of these generous and 
visionary men, SSPC has grown to nearly 60 mem-
bers with over 50 years age difference between the 
oldest and the youngest, and an equally wide span 
of photographic experience, ranging from begin-
ners to retired professionals,” states press material. 

The club has three venues for sharing the 
exchange of ideas and technical knowledge. The 
fi rst is a formal monthly meeting held every sec-
ond Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. at the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints on Vesuvius Bay 
Road. Meetings begin with club business, a short 
educational presentation, and are followed by a 
friendly critiques and an appreciation session of 
members’ submitted photographs relating to that 
particular month’s theme.

Second, the photography club website is a place 
where members can post their images and blogs 
and offer critique on other members’ work. 

“Lively discussions on the site have gone beyond 
the technical to the philosophical, and some have 

even stimulated thought-provoking questions and 
greater creative expression.”

The third venue is an informal Monday morn-
ing coffee-and-muffi n gathering at 10 a.m. at the 
Harbour House restaurant, where “everything 
photographic, and sometimes entirely non-pho-
tographic, is discussed.”

The Salt Spring Photography Club has become 
a vibrant, creative organization of individuals 
united in a common love of photography with an 
enthusiastic willingness to support and encourage 
each other. 

“We are very grateful for this opportunity to 
bring our work before the community. Anyone 
who knows how many accomplished artists we 
have on Salt Spring Island will not want to miss 
this,” said Henson.

For more information, visit the group’s website 
at www.ssphotog.ca.  

WHAT'S ON
PAGE 12



What’s On This Week
Wed.Wed.
December 29

Menus at:
saltspringharbourhouse.com

New Year’s Eve Winemaker's Dinner
Join us as our Chef Paul Stewart creates 
a 5 course gala tasting menu, expertly 
paired with wines from the Averill Creek 
Vineyard cellars by Andy Johnston, 
winemaker:  $95 per person. 

Dinner starts at 6:30pm.
Jazz Music by guitarist Lloyd English & his friends.

Reservations required:  250-537-4700

After Dinner
We invite all to join us as the New Year’s Eve 
celebration will continue with music from the Sue 
Newman band, dancing, party favours and a 
midnight champagne toast:  $7.50 cover, 
complimentary for Winemaker’s Dinner guests!

 New Year’s     Eve 2010

(Includes gratuity)

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certifi ed by the
Space Foundation

Squeeze Me!!Squeeze Me!!

1-800-8874321
www.tempurcanada.com

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada
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at Central Hall call 250-537-4656
To watch the preview go to www.thefritz.ca

1 Hr 52 mins
Rating: PG

JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK

Plays 7 days a week from Wed Dec.29th to 
Wed. Jan. 5th at 7:00pm plus a Sunday 4:00 matinee.

held over

 CINEMA

What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

w w w. g u l f i s l a n d s t o u r i s m . co m / c a l e n d a r. h t m

Thurs.Thurs.
December 30

Fri.Fri.
December 31

Open Stage.
Wednesdays with Stephanie 
Rhodes at Moby’s. 8 p.m.

Free Rollerblading.
At Fulford Hall. 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Mon.Mon.
January 3

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT   LIVE ENTERTAINMENT   ACTIVITIES

Polar Bear Swim
Vesuvius Beach

Saturday, Jan 1st

See the Driftwood for time details.

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Fri.Fri.
December 31

Vesuvius Beach Polar Bear Swim.
Plunge time is 12 noon sharp. 

The Chronicles of Narnia - The Voyage of the Dawn Treader — Edmund and Lucy along with 
their cousin Eustace are swallowed into a painting and transported back to Narnia and the magnificent 
ship The Dawn Treader. They join King Caspian and a warrior mouse named Reepicheep for a mission 
which holds the fate of Narnia itself. The courageous voyagers overcome their own greatest 
temptations, as they travel to mysterious islands; have fateful confrontations with magical creatures 
and sinister enemies; and reunite with their friend and protector, the “Great Lion” Aslan. 

• Random 8 Christmas Exhibition featuring work by Janet Cameron, Jerry Davidson, Lynn 
Demers, Bly Kaye, Jan Sharkey Thomas, Dennice Stambuck, Ian Thomas and Janis Woode 
at Gallery 8. Runs daily to Friday, Dec. 31. 

• Salt Spring Photography Club presents an exhibit called Elements in the ArtSpring lobby space 
from Jan. 3 through 31.

• Imaginary Landscapes, an exhibit of paintings by Vancouver artist Andrew Gibbs, runs at Market 
Place Cafe through Jan. 30.

• Pegasus Framing Gallery presents work by the lino-cut master Richard Calver along with Bill 
Mayberrry abstracts and hyper-realist oils by Christopher Walker. 

• See Lyman Whitaker’s wind sculptures at Grace Point Square.
•  Julianna Slomka shows paintings of music and dance, as well as earlier drawings, at the Harbour 

House lobby through Jan. 1, 2011.
• Lou Ellis shows photos at TJ Beans. 
• New Paintings by Paul Bryans are now on exhibit at Steffich Fine Art.
• Margaret Threlfall’s miniature original watercolours are now available in the ArtSpring lobby 

display case.
• Evelyn Russell shows collograph and China ink paintings at Island Savings through the end of 

February. 
• The Salt Spring Photography Club displays photos by club members at the Salt Spring Coffee 

Company on an electronic picture frame, with updated photos every two weeks.  
• Margaret Ann Argiro, visual artist and photographer, has eight photos and one pastel painting 

hanging in Bruce’s Kitchen. Images feature fruits, vegetables and the Northern Range as seen 
through the notch in Mt. Belcher.  

• Shari Macdonald shows new photos at Jana’s Bake Shop.

Open Mic. 
Thursdays at the The Local pub. 6 
to 10 p.m.

Alumni Basketball Games.
GISS junior and senior Scorpions 
play a GISS alumni team at GISS. 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Salt Spring Island Monetary 
Foundation.
AGM at Central Hall. 4 p.m.

 EXHIBITIONS

No activities scheduled at this 
time.

Harbour House Winemakers’ 
Dinner.
Five-course gala meal with 
wine pairings from Averill Creek 
Winery. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. See 
saltspringharbourhouse.com for menu 
and reservation info.
New Year’s Dinner at Bruce’s 
Kitchen.
Extra-special three-course meal. 
Reserve at 250-931-3399.
New Year’s Eve Milonga.
At All Saints By-the-Sea. 9 p.m. Info: 
Laura, 250-537-4077.

Sat.Sat.
January 1

Sun.Sun.
January 2

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

  ACTIVITIES  ACTIVITIES

Gregorian New Year’s Eve 
Gathering.
Music by DJs Adham Shaikh, Kreuger 
Singh, Gradpa Phunk, Bron Tron, 
Invisibling and Coi plus live jam with 
CICO. 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. Beaver Point 
Hall. 
Salt Spring Goodtimes Band.
New Year’s Eve dance with Bill 
Henderson, Harry Manx, Valdy, Greg 
Pauker and more at Fulford Hall. 
Benefi t for Wolf Kids and Jamie Reimer 
Fund. Fulford Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
New Year’s Eve Party.
With Run for Cover at Moby’s. 
Sue Newman Band.
Music and dancing with Sue Newman 
and a four-piece jazz band. Harbour 
House Hotel. 9 p.m. to midnight. 
Newfi e New Year’s.
A special Newfi e New Year’s 
celebration with food, prizes and 
fun at the Royal Canadian Legion. 
Members & guests. 5:30 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES   ACTIVITIES

No activities scheduled at this 
time.

R E S E R V A T I O N S  R E C O M M E N D E D  2 5 0 - 5 3 8 - 5 5 5 1

Catering & Take Out Closed Sun. & Mon.

3 COURSE HARVEST LUNCH
ONLY

$10.00
ONLY

$20.00

3 COURSE DINNER

... or ENJOY our regular menu on New Year’s Eve!
CALVIN’S WILL BE CLOSED FROM JAN. 1ST - FEB. 3, 2011

We wish you a very Happy New Year.   ~ Rene, Hermann & Staff

Tues.Tues.
January 4

Wed.Wed.
January 5

  ACTIVITIES

  ACTIVITIES

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

No activities scheduled at this 
time.

No activities scheduled at this 
time.

Lloyd English Trio.
Live jazz every Wednesday at the 
Harbour House.
Open Stage.
Wednesdays with Stephanie Rhodes 
at Moby’s. 8 p.m.

Run it till it sells
Run your classifi ed ad in the Driftwood til it sells! 

Your private party (merchandise) classifi ed ad will run in our next 4 insertions
•  If you need to modify the ad or run it again, just call us and we’ll run it again 

for another 4 insertions 
• Extra lines at ½ price  •  Please, no more than 3 items, call to remove an item.

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIED ADS WORK FOR YOU!

$24.99
All ads appear on-line at: gulfi slandsdriftwood.com and bcclassifi ed.com  /  in person, 328 Lower Ganges Rd.  /  call 250-537-9933  /  email  classifi ed@gulfi slands.net

Run your 25 word ad in 19 community papers 
and 6 dailies on Vancouver Island.
Over 374,000 readers. Only $129.15

Run your 25 word ad in 72 community papers 
and 18 dailies in British Columbia. Over 
1,000,000 readers. Only $334.75only

Saturday, January 1st
@ noon
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

congratulations
on your
retirement
claudia.
"If you get bored, you know you can call us 
and hang out with us!"

It's been 20 years since Claudia French, 
"Miss Moose Jaw" began working at the 
Driftwood.

There's been lots of folks who have come 
and gone in that time, and we actually tried 
to fi gure it out - but realized Claudia was 
the only one who would be able to compile 
the names.

Claudia - you are known and loved by 
countless numbers of Islanders.

So after December 30th, enjoy a break from 
your full time duties, and we'll see you again 
at vacation time, when you give us a hand 
at the front counter!

- Your fellow Driftwoodians.

Salt Spring Realty 

Kerry Chalmers
250.537.5515

kerrychalmers@saltspring.com
www.saltspring-realestate.com

May hope, love, and warmth
be in your heart’s possessing, 

and may the New Year
bring you and yours

many blessings                                                                       
 

Happy New Year!!!

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

Automotive RepairsAutomotive Repairs
• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

Complete

CANADIAN TIRE JUMPSTART® HELPS KIDS IN FINANCIAL NEED,
AGED 4-18, PARTICIPATE IN ORGANIZED SPORTS AND

RECREATION. THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THESE PROGRAMS HELPS
DEVELOP IMPORTANT LIFE SKILLS, SELF-ESTEEM, AND CONFIDENCE.

SATURDAY  
DEC. 11TH ,  2010
5PM UNTIL CLOSE**

MARK’S CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

%20OFF
EVERYTHING   

    STOREWIDE.*

* No minimum purchase necessary, includes all regular 
and sale priced items. Does not apply to Gift Cards. 
Not valid on marks.com 

** Some stores open until 11pm. Select Atlantic 
stores open until close. Check local Mark’s Work 
Wearhouse store for hours of operation.

  † After discount and before taxes.

HELP GET KIDS IN THE GAME.

BOXING
WEEK
CLEARANCE
TAKE AN
ADDITIONAL
25% OFF
ALL SALE ITEMS

LIBRARY 

20th-century poets collection gets boost at the library
New acquisitions 

BY JOHN MILLS
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Over the last few 
months the library has 
expanded its poetry col-
lection by acquiring the 
works of many of the 
poets regarded as key 
fi gures in the 20th cen-
tury.

The collection will 
n ow  i n c l u d e  E z r a 
Po u n d’s  Ca n t o s  — 
these long poems along 
with Pound’s wonder-
ful and very eccentric 
translations from such 
languages as Proven-
cal and Anglo-Saxon, 
together with the work 
of T.S. Eliot, whose Col-
lected Poems is already 
on our shelves, were 
major infl uences on the 
development of “mod-
ernism.” 

We have increased 
the library holdings 
with many of the poets 
of Pound’s generation, 
for instance Marianne 
Moore, who deserves 
a place in the canon if 

only for her remark that 
a poem “is an imaginary 
garden with real toads 
in it,” and whose poetry 
has delighted me ever 
since I encountered it 
as a teenager; Wallace 
Stevens, a philosophi-
cal, meditative writer 
with an extraordinary 
visual imagination; e.e. 
cummings, an attrac-
tive, anti-authoritarian, 
anti-establ ishment, 
anti-traditional poet 
whose lyrical and inti-
mate language creates 
a voice that is totally 
individual; A line of his 
that stays in my mind 
is about a politician 
who is: “an arse upon/
Which everything has 
sat except a man.” We 
can contrast his with 
the quieter, conversa-
tional style of Elizabeth 
Bishop, whose gift for 
understated fantasy 
reaches its peak in her 
classic Man-Moth.

Another  moder n-
ist ,  Wil l iam Carlos 
Williams, in contrast 
to Pound and Eliot, 

refused to draw on and 
continue the European 
tradition but attempted 
to fi nd his inspiration in 
his own community — 
trying to “forge a reply 
to Greek and Latin with 
bare hands.”

We have included 
Robert Graves among 
the modernists, not 
only as a fi ne poet but 
as an influential critic 
whose writings, along 
with those of Laura Rid-
ing, established a new 
way of talking about 
poetry. The Thirties, 
already represented 
in the library by W.H. 
Auden, will now include 
Louis MacNeice, whose 
Bagpipe Music is anoth-
er of those poems that 
has stayed in my mind 
since childhood. 

In the ‘40s you could 
hear new voices — Dylan 
Thomas’ for one. His 
reputation these days 
seems to rest on Under 
Milk Wood and A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales, but 
poems like Fern Hill, Do 
not go Gentle into that 

Goodnight and Lament 
put him among the 
immortals. 

Theodore Roethke’s 
name has often been 
associated with Thom-
as. He has a similar 
bardic quality and an 
idiosyncratic language. 
I particularly like the 
poem that begins “I have 
known the inexorable 
sadness of pencils/Neat 
in their boxes, dolour of 
pad and paperweight . . 
.” a kind of offi ce man-
ager’s lament.

The late Thom Gunn 
is a poet of my own gen-
eration and we have 
shared the same teach-
er, the critic Yvor Win-
ters. Gunn projects the 
persona of tough, leath-
er-clad biker imbued 
with a raw sensitivity 
with great success and, 
like Winters, is a propo-
nent of the short poem 
written in plain style. 
This is not the mode 
of Geoffrey Hill, whose 
earlier poems seem to 
me very fine but who 
has acquired, through 

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Valdy set to play the Legion for Newfi e New Year
Limited tickets left

People who find it hard to stay up 
until midnight can party in another time 
zone with the Newfi e New Year’s event 
at Salt Spring’s Royal Canadian Legion 

Branch 92.
Open to members and guests of the 

Legion, the evening upstairs in the lounge 
features a performance by Valdy from 
5:30 to 9 p.m. as well as a menu of Atlantic 
treats. 

The $25 ticket includes hats and party 
favours. 

A cash bar will be in operation.
Tickets are available at the bar, but 

organizers warn the event is nearly sold 
out.

the years, an increasing 
darkness of tone and 
complexity of language.   

Ted Hughes, British 
Poet Laureate for many 
years, made his repu-
tation with vigorous, 
rough poems celebrat-
ing nature and the being 
in touch with its under-
lying violence. I espe-
cially love his gentler 
and highly sophisticated 
translations from Ovid. 
The next Poet Laureate 
but one from Hughes 
is Carol Ann Duffy, the 
fi rst woman ever to be 
selected for this posi-
tion, and the fi rst Scot. 
Philip Larkin is gener-
ally regarded as Britain’s 
pre-eminent post war 
poet. I fi rst came across 
him in the following 
lines: “Why should I let 
the toad work/Squat on 
my life? Can’t I use my 
wit as a pitchfork/And 
drive the brute off?” A 
very good question, in 
my view, and if you are 
an undergraduate, write 
me an essay comparing 
Larkin’s use of Toad to 

Marianne Moore’s.
I’ve chosen two fine 

American poets to rep-
resent their country’s 
contribution to this 
generation. One is the 
ill-starred Sylvia Plath, 
and W.S.Merwin. Plath is 
well-known and for the 
wrong reasons — the 
passion and intensity 
of her work transcends 
her tragic history. Mer-
win has over the years 

become profounder in 
vision and simpler in 
style.

This list of “impor-
tant” poets is by no 
means intended to be 
exhaustive. I have left 
out the Beats, the New 
York poets and the San 
Francisco school for 
the simple reason that 
I don’t know as much 
about them. We wel-
come your suggestions.



Specials available from Opening Wednesday, March 11 to Closing Monday, March 16, 2009

ISLANDERS SERVING ISLANDERS SINCE 1984

Specials available from Opening Wednesday, Dec. 29 to 
Closing Monday, Jan. 03, 2011

CAFE OPEN AT 6AM DAILY!CAFE OPEN AT 6AM DAILY!
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LIMIT 2 TOTAL

Remember Your
GULF ISLANDS 
DRIFTWOOD   

ONLY

75¢
EACH

INCL. TAX

OPEN DAILY 9 am - 11 pm
GOV’T LIQUOR STORE PRICES!

RLook Look 
at us at us 
now!now!

8AM - 9PM DAILY

Dollar 
DaysDays Holiday

Favorite!100
EACHEACH

Residents Card
SaltSpring Island

Salt Spring Island
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

YOUR CHOICEYOUR CHOICE
LOCATED DOWN AISLE LOCATED DOWN AISLE 

3 NO LIMIT3 NO LIMIT

WE
SUPPORT
LOCAL

LAST
WEEK!

S BrandS Brand
Salsa &Salsa &
MicrowaveMicrowave
PopcornPopcorn

4/4/550000
EACHEACH

9797¢¢
2L2L
POPPOP

180G180G
CHIPSCHIPS

Coke, SpriteCoke, Sprite
& Flavors & Flavors 
Old DutchOld Dutch
Box ChipsBox Chips

YourYour
ChoiceChoice

HOLIDAY HOURSHOLIDAY HOURS
December 31st 8am - 9pmDecember 31st 8am - 9pm

NEWS YEARS DAY OPENNEWS YEARS DAY OPEN
9am - 7pm9am - 7pm
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New Year’s Eve    2010  
New Year’s Eve Winemaker's Dinner

Join us as our Executive Chef Paul Stewart and Andy 
Johnston of Averill Creek Winery prepare a 5-course 
gala tasting menu, perfectly paired with wines from 
Andy's cellars:  $95 per person. 

Dinner starts at 6:30pm.
   Jazz Music by guitarist Lloyd English and his friends.

Reservations required:  250-537-4700

After Dinner
We invite all to join us as the 
New Year’s Eve celebration will 
continue with music from the 
Sue Newman band, dancing, 
party favours and a midnight 
champagne toast:  $7.50 cover, 
complimentary for Winemaker’s 
Dinner guests!Menus at:

saltspringharbourhouse.com

JJJJoJo
JJJoJ
ga
A (Includes gratuity)

eat, p
  read

lif
e is

  s
imple

Eat, sleep,  read...

Life 
 is

  s
imple

Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 250-537-2812

CHECK OUT OUR

20% off
TABLE

People&
Community

“PAPER & PACKAGING 
PRODUCTS”

250-538-0111

TIERNEY’S
WHOLESALE LTD.

Supplying your business 
needs for: bakery, café, 

cleaning, food service, grocery, 
hotel, institutional, retail, 

restroom, shipping & more!
Custom print & 

biodegradable products.
www.tierneyswholesale.com

Locally owned & operated 

    Xmas
2 FOR 1 SALE

Nov. 30th - Dec. 31st

GULF ISLANDS OPTICAL
Lancer Bldg. 250-537-2648

FUNDRAISING

Knit Wits rise to new challenge
Dozens of ‘Izzies’ 

headed across 

the sea

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A group of knitters and 
sewers at the Meadow-
brook seniors’ residence 
has embarked on a novel 
way to honour the mem-
ory of a fallen Canadian 
soldier while helping 
impoverished orphans 
around the globe.

During the past several 
weeks, the Knit Wits have 
stitched together about 
40 handcrafted dolls for 
the International Com-
munity for the Relief of 
Suffering and Starvation 
(ICROSS).

The finished dolls 
are about 15 centime-
tres long and similar in 
size and shape to a pair 
of rolled-up tube socks. 
Once the dolls are fully 
decorated, the eclecti-
cally adorned multiracial 
dolls make an ideal pres-
ent for children of any 
age. The Knit Wits usu-
ally devote their sewing 
prowess to the creation 
of dolls for the SOLID 
boutique on McPhillips 
Avenue. Proceeds from 
sale of items go to the 
organization’s projects 
throughout the African 
continent.

“We’ve been doing this 
for a number of years 
now and I’ve lost track 
of how many of them 
we’ve made,” said Con-
stance Goodall, one of 
the group’s lead co-ordi-
nators.

The Knit Wits main-
stays are blankets and 
toques destined for 
babies and children tar-
geted by SOLID’s devel-
opment projects.

T h e  d e c i s i o n  t o 
expand their repertoire 
to include dolls, Good-

all said, happened when 
the group heard about 
ICROSS’ use of the 
“Izzy” dolls to replace 
plastic packing peanuts 
and bubble wrap that 
accompanies shipments 
to aid projects around 
the world.

What used to end up 
in the trash or left on 

the side of the road now 
brings a smile to thou-
sands of children.

“The kids just love 
them,” said Knit Wit Shir-
ley McIntyre. “They’re 
sent everywhere with 
Doctors Without Bor-
ders and SOLID.”

The Meadowbrook 
Knit Wits took a short 
break from their respon-
sibilities at SOLID to 
focus exclusively on 
the ICROSS initiative, 
an effort organized by 
fellow-islander Mollie 
Colson.

The “Izzy” dolls are 
the legacy of Master 
Corp. Mark Isfeld, a 
member of the Canadian 
Military Engineers who 
died while participating 
in a United Nations-led 
peacekeeping mission in 
Croatia during the early 
‘90s.

Isfeld’s mother Carol 
had always made sure 
her son had a plentiful 

stock of hand-knit blan-
kets, hats and gloves to 
hand out to people he 
met overseas.

Carol was inspired to 
begin making dolls after 
she heard of a doll her 
son had recovered from 
a bombed-out village 
while on duty.

Though Carol passed 
away in 2007, thousands 
of knitters, sewers and 
crocheters across Cana-
da carry on the tradition.

And Salt Spring’s Knit 
Wits are only too happy 
to take part in the move-
ment.

More information 
about the ICROSS-
sponsored “Dolls of 
Joy” project is available 
online at http://icross-
canada.com/books.php. 
The Knit Wits products 
are available at SOLID’s 
McPhillips Avenue retail 
outlet. More information 
is available by calling 
250-537-0863.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Members of Meadowbrook’s Knit Wits have contributed to a Canada-wide ef-

fort that provides orphans in developing countries with handcrafted dolls.

“We’ve been doing 

this for a number 

of years now and 

I’ve lost track 

of how many of 

them we’ve made.”

CONSTANCE 
GOODALL
Meadowbrook Knit Wit
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

TO YOUR

HealthHealth meet your 
west coast 

health providers
To advertise: Call Kim or Erin 250-537-9933

In the Health fi eld?
Advertise here!

Call Erin at The Driftwood
250-537-9933

ejory@gulfi slands.net

• Stair Lifts

• Bath Lifts

• Chair Lifts

Phone Patrick 250-537-1990

RENTAL LIFT CHAIR AVAILABLE

• Scooters

• Walkers 

• Daily Aids

Balanced By Design
Certi  ed Feng Shui Practitioner
• In home/business assessment
• Determine best colours for rooms
• Arrange furniture to promote 
balanced energy  ow
• Find most auspicious site for home
• Assist with home design

amymkozak@hotmail.com
Amy Kozak

250-537-1377

Gift Certi  cates
Available

YOGA
New Years resolutions!

Join a class; you might be surprised 
to see how many islanders are 
enjoying the bene  ts of yoga!

CLASSES RESTART CLASSES RESTART 
JAN 3, 2011JAN 3, 2011

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
dorothyoga@hotmail.com

Dorothy
250-537-7675

30 years experience
Friendly Service

Appointments Available
Friday & Saturday

Suite 2201 - Grace Point Square    Ph: 250.537.1616

GANGES
MASSAGE THERAPY
REFLEXOLOGY and REIKI                          
Stewart Katz, RMT
Julie Howard
Massage, Refl exology, Reiki
Adult Swim Instruction/Coaching

Open Six Days A Week 

128 Hereford Ave.
250-538-7478

26 bones, 19 muscles, 107 ligaments.  “A piece of art that needs a frame - not a cage” 
…and maybe a little bit of support?

“The human foot. A masterpiece 
of engineering and a work of 
art.”   - LEONARDO DA VINCI

Only a small percentage of the population is born with 
footproblems. But given the fact, that the average person 
walks about 180.000 km over a lifetime, (enough to go around 
the circumference of the earth more then four times) it is not 
a big surprise that 3 out of  4 North Americans experience 
serious footproblems during this “long hike”. One quarter of 
all the bones in the human body are down in your feet. When 
these bones are out of alignment it may aff ect the entire 
body. Knee, hip and back problems are very often foot related.

Orthotics are inserts added to your footwear to support the 
foot´s natural structure and biomechanical function.They  help 
to improve posture and alignment and ease foot pain due to over 
pronation, supination, plantar fasciitis or mortons neuroma.

We, Markus and Barbara Poerschke are both certifi ed 
Orthotists and Orthopedic Shoe Technicians with more than 30 
years combined experience in helping people with foot related 
problems. Our background of working for hospitals, orthopedic 
companies and shoe stores in Germany and Canada enables 
us not only to custom fabricate orthotics but also to perfectly 
custom fi t them to your footwear.

NEW - Custom-made comfort sandals 
Medical prescriptions and 

extended health care insurance plans welcome

Please call Markus or Barbara 
for a free consultation at 250-537-1720

Orthotics  -  custom made on Salt Spring Island 
- perfectly fi tted to your feet and footwear.

At our on-site laboratory you can fi nd:
•   Complete foot assessments

•   Electronic gait analysis

•   Fully on site custom-made foot orthotics

•   Custom-made toe seperators and straighteners

•   Orthopedic modifi cations to footwear

•   Quick adjustments or repairs to orthotics

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach
Services

250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

250-537-9971
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca
COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

Salt Spring Island Community Services

* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth and 
families.

* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is free 
and confi dential.

* Family Place: Rug Huggers Baby & Parent Drop-In: Mon. 10-1,
 Stay & Play: Tues. & Thurs. 12-3, Fri. 10-1,
 Dad ‘n Me: Sat. 8:30–10

* Let’s Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:30-9:30 pm. 

Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,

349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to midnight at Lady 

Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840
* 24-hr. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected with the 

Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

TECHNOLOGY

Salt Spring Digital ‘experiment’ launches lab
Locals pitch 

economic vision

BY AMY GEDDES
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

He can live anywhere 
on the planet. All he 
needs is an internet con-
nection.

Phil McCluskey, prod-
uct manager at Ning, is a 
new breed of father-su-
perhero. Working remote-
ly and thus unshackled 
by geography, he can 
virtually teleport his fam-
ily to any locale — hand-
picking the governments, 
schools, community 
values and recreational 
opportunities that suit an 
ideal vision of “home.” 
McCluskey chose Salt 
Spring Island.

“My wife and I decid-
ed we could live almost 
anywhere,” McCluskey 
writes in an e-mail. “We 
wanted to live on the west 
coast of Canada and my 

wife found Salt Spring by 
Googling ‘artists colony 
British Columbia.’”

There are more digi-
tal professionals like 
McCluskey who have 
shed their urban coils 
to build new lives in a 
Pacific coast paradise. 
Tucked into corners of 
Salt Spring Island they 
bang away on keyboards 
or Skype with colleagues 
in New York and China, 
while sheep graze in 
fi elds over the horizon of 
their laptops.

At a schmooze-athon 
at the Harbour House on 
Dec. 14, island “techies” 
ventured out from their 
home offices to meet 
their digital counter-
parts to take part in a 
growing conversation/
experiment dubbed “Salt 
Spring Digital.” Over 70 
local programers, design-
ers, writers, publicists, 
social media consultants 
— anyone whose work is 
linked with the internet 
— circulated in a room 
that also bustled with reg-
ular Green Drinks attend-
ees. It was a marriage of 

two existing groups that 
had been meeting sepa-
rately — the SpringUp 
(or TweetUp) techies and 
Green Drinks advocates 
of sustainability. 

What began as a 
“TweetUp” in Fulford 
in October has, in only 
a month-and-a-half, 
developed into an “exper-
iment” with a name — 
Salt Spring Digital; a loca-
tion — a Salt Spring Digi-
tal Lab space in Grace 
Point Square; some seed 
money from Salt Spring’s 
Institute for Sustainabil-
ity Education and Action 
(I-SEA) as well as from 
a group of local digital 
professionals; and a core 
organizing group com-
posed of Jon Suk, Philip 
Reece, Phil McCluskey, 
Margery Moore, Suzanne 
Little, Pravin Pillay, Johan 
Bosman, John Bateman, 
Rob Wiltzen and Christo-
pher Roy.

Margery Moore, envi-
ronmental software 
builder and I-SEA found-
er, explained that while 
some may wonder why 
I-SEA is interested in a 

digital island economy, 
she sees it as a natural 
pairing.

“I see that a sustain-
able economy is a digi-
tal economy. There is an 
absolute link between 
people who work at 
home in their rural com-
munities and the cre-
ation of businesses and 
opportunities online so 
we don’t have to travel.” 

She says a digital econ-
omy is also sustainable 
from a socio-economic 
perspective. “We want to 
keep and attract a young-
er demographic.”

For Moore, the green 
component of Salt 
Spring Digital not only 
makes sense but is also 
what gives it a unique 
“flavour” versus other 
startup support initia-
tives active in B.C. like 
BootUp in Vancouver. 

“Salt Spring is known 
as a greening centre . . . 
we have a brains trust of 
sustainability and green 
ideas and knowledge,” 
she says. “We can parlay 
that into IT services and 
products.” 

An emphasis on social 
enterprise that contrib-
utes to some form of 
social and environmen-
tal good would be highly 
desirable to attract, she 
explains.

“We can knit together 
a really compelling Salt 
Spring package, if you 
will, a very tight kind of 
brand to attract people 
to come here.” 

Salt Spring’s physical 
environment is also a key 
selling point. 

“Business meccas 
don’t have to be city 
centres anymore,” com-
munications and media 
consultant Suzanne 
Little writes in a Twit-
ter post. “Virtual/digital 
work w/ global reach can 
be in beautiful remote 
places.”

While digital profes-
sionals like McClus-
key, Moore and Little 
are indeed successful 
in business as they live 
out their remote-island 
dreams, a key compo-
nent missing, however, 
is a central networking 
hub that enables them 
to connect, face-to-face, 
with fellow island profes-
sionals. Instead of having 
to travel to Vancouver or 
Victoria to connect with 
colleagues, attend work-
shops and build skills, 
many (as Little alludes to 
in her Twitter post) are 
asking: “Why not have it 
all here?”

The new Salt Spring 
Digital Lab location will 
soon host workshops, 
events, mentoring pro-
grams and possibly webi-
nars that could be broad-
cast around the world.

When asked what he 
envisions a sustainable, 
digital economy will 

look like, Christopher 
Roy, co-founder of the 
Salt Spring Exchange, 
says, “One example that 
comes to mind is small 
companies, island-based 
entrepreneurs that use 
internet technology and 
build unique products 
or services, they have 
four to fi ve people in the 
company, they come 
here with families, their 
income is based on off-
island sources but they 
live here year-round, 
they collaborate with 
others around the world 
and locally, they’re work-
ing to advance technol-
ogy, contributing to the 
tax base, their kids are 
in school and they’re 
employing other people 
on-island, and my hope 
is that they are doing 
something with a strong 
social venture/purpose 
component, or a social 
contribution.”

The Harbour House 
event turnout itself (the 
largest Green Drinks had 
ever seen) was a testa-
ment to the burgeoning 
enthusiasm for the Salt 
Spring Digital experi-
ment. However, the core 
group has drummed up 
only enough seed money 
for the next six months. 
Grant opportunities are 
actively being sought out 
and independent donors 
are welcomed to support 
the concept. 

Anyone interested in 
contributing can phone 
the Salt Spring Digital line 
at 250-483-5833. Other 
ways to connect include 
joining the 65-plus 
members on the Salt 
Spring Digital Facebook 
group and/or attending 
the open house slated for 
January.

PHOTO BY AMY GEDDES

From left, Jon Suk, Suzanne Little, Phillip Reece, Margery Moore, Johan Bosman, 

Christopher Roy and son Magnus in the new Salt Spring Digital Lab space.
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ALL THE BEST FOR 2011!
Thank you for shopping locally. We look forward to continuing

to provide  goods and services to you in the upcoming year.
- from the folks at Mouat’s who are here for you throughout the year!

MON.-SAT. 8:30AM - 5:30PM, SUN. 10AM - 5PM                                      250-537-5551SHOP 7 DAYS A WEEK

KIM
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MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

YEAR IN REVIEW

HIGHLIGHTS — 2010
January

• Property values for the Gulf 
Islands dropped an average of 
1.9 per cent from the year before. 
Assessment rolls for 2010 showed 
an average property value of 
$407,494 versus $415,392 in 2009. 
The trend differed from the pro-
vincial roll, which saw an average 
increase of 1.7 per cent across B.C.

• A violent windstorm that 
swept across the region likely 
caused the death of 48-year-old 
David Barnard, whose body was 
recovered from Fulford Harbour. 
Salt Spring emergency crews were 
called to the scene of a sunken 
12-metre (40-foot) live-aboard 
fishing trawler the morning fol-
lowing the storm.

• The wind storm in which Bar-
nard died also kicked up island 
havoc, with winds reaching 99 km 
per hour and gusts hitting 120 km/
hr. The storm caused lasting dam-
age to numerous island homes 
as trees and debris fell, and hun-
dreds of homes were left without 
power. Schools closed and ferries 
were shut down. 

• Islanders Elizabeth Yake and 
Jackie Rieder organized a cloth-
ing drive on Salt Spring as people 
around the world responded to a 
devastating earthquake in Haiti. 
The Rotary Club also fundraised 
for numerous Shelterboxes.

February
• Salt Spring’s affordable hous-

ing crisis was confi rmed in black 
and white with the release of 
the Islands Trust Housing Needs 
Assessment. Among the report’s 
discoveries was that the lack of 
affordable housing impacts virtu-
ally every segment of the island, 
from the homeless to young work-
ing families and seniors.

• A rezoning application in pro-
cess with the Salt Spring Local 
Trust Committee (LTC) was with-
drawn by the Abbeyfield Hous-
ing Society, putting the brakes on 
a longtime dream for affordable 
seniors’ housing in the south end 
of the island. Funding require-
ments that weren’t in line with 
the Abbeyfield vision ultimately 
caused the landowners, who had 
donated acreage for the project, to 
withdraw their offer.

• Islanders were swept away 
with Olympic fervour as the 2010 
Winter Games got underway in 
Vancouver and Whistler. While 
many people watched the action 
both live and on television, others 
volunteered at the games, taking 
on various roles.

• Recreation Excellence, the 
group that operates Rainbow Road 
Pool, said in its annual report that 
usage of the indoor pool facility 

had “exceeded all expectations.” 
Despite the good news, the group 
warned that attendance at swim-
ming pools has traditionally 
dropped by up to 50 per cent dur-
ing the second and third years of 
operation.

March
• Salt Spring residents Donald 

and Judy McLennan were being 
hailed as heros after rushing to the 
scene of a fatal house fi re on the 
mainland. The couple was staying 
at a house in Point Grey when they 
learned a fi re had broken out on 
the second storey of a neighbour-
ing home. Donald and his host 
Susan O’Reilly entered the house 
and were able to lead an elderly 
woman away to safety.

• Islanders celebrated on the 
streets, honking horns and waving 
Canadian fl ags, as Team Canada’s 
men’s hockey team beat out the 
U.S. team for the gold medal in an 
exciting overtime game.

• The island’s healthcare servic-
es received a much-needed dose 
of relief when the Salt Spring LTC 
approved a temporary use permit 
for a Kings Lane medical clinic. 

The two-year permit increased 
the maximum allowable number 
of physician offi ces in the building 
from two to fi ve.

• Thirty-year-old Simon Tes-
key pleaded guilty to aggravat-
ed assault in Ganges Provincial 
Court. The charges stemmed from 
an incident in which he used a 
large knife to slash the neck of an 
acquaintance who had come to 
collect a $200 drug debt. 

• Richard Murakami was one 
of 45 people to be honoured with 
a B.C. Community Achievement 
Award. He was selected as a result 
of his “selfl ess acts of generosity, 
large and small.”

• Islands Trust Council approved 
a $6.4-million budget, which 
included funds needed for a new 
legislative services manager posi-
tion. The Trust’s 2010-11 budget 

was slightly lower than the year 
previous, but property owners 
would be paying 4.6 per cent more 
than in 2009-10.

• The Salt Spring Parks and Rec-
reation Commission (PARC) had 
successfully negotiated a condi-
tional agreement to purchase 50 
acres of land in the Fulford Valley. 
Site plans called for development 
of an extensive trail network, two 
soccer fields, four baseball dia-
monds, a tennis court, communi-
ty garden and public washrooms.

April
• El Nino was blamed for a mas-

sive Good Friday storm that felled 
trees, outed power, damaged boats 
and resulted in ferry cancella-
tions. B.C. Hydro called it the most 
destructive storm since 2006.

• Fulford Harbour Waterworks 
District ratepayers were asking the 
provincial government to order an 
independent professional engi-
neering review and audit of the 
work done on a system upgrade 
managed by the CRD since 2005, 
which remained incomplete and 
overbudget.

• A local videographer was seek-
ing legal advice after being asked 
to turn off his camera during a 
meeting of the Salt Spring LTC. 
Paul McGowan said he could see 
no reason why a member of the 
public shouldn’t be allowed to fi lm 
proceedings of a public meeting.

• More than 60 people attended 
a meeting to share their concerns 
about PARC’s proposal to pur-
chase and develop a Burgoyne val-
ley parcel for a sports park. PARC 
eventually dropped the plan.

• Salt Spring joined other com-
munities in the province with the 
arrival of anti-Harmonized Sales 
Tax (HST) petitions.

May
•  Salt  Spring Fire-Rescue 

Department helped avert a full-

One of the biggest island controversies of 2010 — and the subject drawing the most letters to the editor — was the decision by Salt Spring Coff ee Com-

pany to move its operations off -island, due to its inability to fi nd adequately-zoned property on Salt Spring.The issue was at the root of a groundswell of 

anti-Islands Trust sentiment, which culminated at an Islanders for Self-Government “coff ee party” on “Independence Day.” (See July section for more details.)

LOOKING BACK  continued on A17

MARCH: Islanders celebrated on the streets, honking 

horns and waving Canadian fl ags, as Team Canada’s 

men’s hockey team beat out the U.S. team for the gold 

medal in an exciting overtime game.



 

disaster at a Beddis Road heritage house, 
when a chimney fi re spread to the attic and 
roof. No one was hurt and the fi re at the 
Royal family home was contained.

• Residents of an Eagle Ridge Drive home 
were less lucky the following week, after 
a dramatic fire ravaged their house and 
home-based business. The fire destroyed 
the offi ce of Imagine That Graphics; how-
ever, most of the family’s possessions were 
saved before the fi re spread. No one was 
injured.

• Plans for development of the Swanson’s 
Pond property took a signifi cant leap for-
ward after the Salt Spring LTC approved a 
development permit for the Ganges-area 
housing project.

• A third structure fi re in 11 days on Salt 
Spring destroyed a cottage on Byron Road. 
By the time fi refi ghters arrived on the scene, 
the fire — which started in the chimney 
— had already spread to the roof. Debris 
began falling inside the cottage, where fur-
niture ignited and the fi re quickly spread.

• Salt Spring Coffee Co. owner Mickey 
McLeod said his company would not try 
to find another location on Salt Spring. 
Instead, he planned to move the business to 
Vancouver by the end of the summer. 

• About 50 people were evacuated 
from the Rainbow Road Pool after a 
fire broke out in the boiler room. Pool 
manager Jim Raddysh used a fire extin-
guisher on a smokey hot water boiler 
before calling the fire department. Once 
the fire was under control, swimmers 

were able to retrieve their belongings. 
The pool reopened two days later.

June
•  Darlene Steele, alternate director to the 

CRD, resigned from PARC and as alternate 
director over a controversy involving pool 
fees. Steele and CRD director Garth Hen-
dren squabbled after she recommended 
pool fees be increased to up to $6.50 for 
adults. Hendren later called the situation an 
“unfortunate event.”

• Limiting surgical services at Lady Minto 
Hospital (LMH) and redirecting money to 
seniors and mental health needs was the 
main thrust of a Salt Spring Island Health 
Review released by the Vancouver Island 
Health Authority.

•  Ganges Gas dropped the price of gas so 
it became more comparable to off-island 
prices. The move was made in an effort to 
encourage local fi ll-ups and occurred just a 
few weeks prior to the opening of the new 
Mid-Island Co-op gas station, which set its 
prices to match those of the Duncan area.

•  The body of Lorne Martin, a well-known 
man on Salt Spring, was discovered by 
searchers a day after people alerted police 
that he hadn’t been seen for a few days.

• Island entrepreneur David O’Flynn was 
ordered to take his business off the street 
when Islands Trust bylaw enforcement offi -
cer Miles Drew asked him to cease operat-
ing his hot dog cart and beverage stand in 
Fulford village.

• A crowd of islanders filled the GISS 
multi-purpose room to voice opinions on 
the controversial Salt Spring Island Health 
Review. At least 120 people were on hand for 
the VIHA-facilitated question and answer 
period.

•  The interior of a Broadwell Road home 
was destroyed after kitchen pots left unat-
tended on the stove started a kitchen fi re, 
which got out of control. Two residents of 
the house were taken to LMH, one suffering 
minor burns, the other from smoke inhala-
tion.

July
• Frustration and discontent with the 

Islands Trust rolled into Centennial Park as 
hundreds of residents from throughout the 
Trust area called for a change to the way 
they are governed. Held July 4, and termed 
“Independence Day,” the Islanders for Self-
Government-sponsored event culminated 
in a “coffee party,” where boxes and sacks 
of Salt Spring Coffee were thrown into the 
harbour in protest of the Islands Trust.
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• Salt Spring’s Raffi  -inspired Cen-
tre for Child Honouring opened 
its doors with a celebration of 
music, food and information on 
Jan. 17.

• A $700,000, 18-metre long, 3.2-
metre wide security checkpoint 
landed on the Ganges waterfront 
in January. The “Scan 300” for 
fl oat plane passengers was to 
stay parked between Mouat’s 
mall and the Ganges Coast Guard 
offi  ce for the lead-up to and dura-
tion of the 2010 Winter Olympic 
Games in Vancouver.

• Ethel “Effi  e” Odlum celebrated 

her 100th birthday (Jan. 26) with 
friends and family. She died later 
in the year.

• Locals celebrated the 100th 
birthday of Girl Guides of Canada 
with a party at Meaden Hall.

• A new, much-needed medical 
clinic rose from the ashes of the 
destroyed-by-fi re ambulance 
building on a site on Kings Lane.

• The Driftwood celebrated its 
50th anniversary with a commu-

nity-wide party at ArtSpring.
• Long-time PARC maintenance 
man Martin Milner retired after 19 
years on the job.

• Former Mayne and Fernwood 
school principal Bruce Stewart, 
who moved to Kelowna in 2000, 
died at St. Paul’s Hospital of a rare 
blood disorder. He was 52.

 • Salt Spring was ranked among 
one of the world’s best-kept 
queer destination secrets, accord-
ing to Queertrips.com.

• Long-time and well-known 
islander Ben Martens died.

• CFSI Radio celebrated its fi rst 
anniversary in September.

• Salt Spring’s branch of the IODE 
celebrated 95 years as the organi-
zation celebrated 110 years.

• Elmer Lee, a descendent of a Salt 
Spring pioneer family, born on 
the island in 1924, died in Victoria 
on Jan. 30.

• New Year’s baby: Oliver Henry 
Friesen was born at Victoria Gen-
eral Hospital to Brent and Donna 

Rae Friesen on Jan. 1 at 7:52 a.m.

• Mayana-Amadelle Raven Kaur 
was offi  cially the fi rst 2010 home 
birth on Salt Spring. She was born 
Jan. 22 at 2:43 a.m. to parents 
Amy Haysom and Sam Boparan.

• RCMP offi  cer Jenn Burgoyne ful-
fi lled a personal dream when she 
left Salt Spring to join the RCMP 
Musical Ride.

• Islanders mourned the death of 
Sandra Patricia Hunter, a former, 
long-time Salt Spring resident, 
who was killed in a motorcycle 
accident in Mill Bay.

This structure fi re on Byron Road was just one of several fi res fought by local Fire-Rescue 

crews in the spring of 2010.

LOOKING BACK
continued from A17

JUNE: Ganges Gas dropped the 

price of gas so it became more 

comparable to off -island prices. 

The move  . . .  occurred just a few 

weeks prior to the opening of the 

new Mid-Island Co-op gas 

station, which set its prices to 

match those of the Duncan area.

HIGHLIGHTS continued on A19

MILESTONESANDPASSAGES
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140 Fulford-Ganges Road • 250-537-5882

New Year’s Week Clearance

  70% off
We’ll pretend it’s Mexico... Let’s negotiate!

UP TO

TThanks for 
your patronage 
in 2010. We 
look forward to 
working with 
you in the
New Year!

The Driftwood
Sales Team

• Save Our Surgery (SOS) organized a morning 
of political street drama, involving the return of 
Lady Minto (Deb Toole) and other costumed per-
sonalities.

• Four businesses on Fulford-Ganges Road were 
looking for new homes after learning their spaces 
would be torn down in January 2011 and replaced 
by a new building for Mark’s Work Wearhouse. The 
owners of Acoustic Planet, Salt Spring Soapworks, 
Windfl ower Moon and Admiral’s Specialty Food 
shad received letters from landlord Leon Aptek-
man. The situation later sparked a small uproar 
in the community and a petition was launched to 
stop the plans.

• Yet another fi re destroyed a home, this time at 
1482 Fulford-Ganges Road. Fire-Rescue Chief Tom 
Bremner said the home was a “total loss, belong-
ings and everything.”

August
• One passenger was airlifted to a Victoria hos-

pital and four others suffered injuries after  the 
Queen of Nanaimo “experienced a hard landing” 
and plowed into the Mayne Island ferry terminal 
at Village Bay.

•Poor weather was being blamed as tourist 
stats for the year dipped by 12.5 and 14.6 per cent 
respectively in the fi rst two quarters of 2010.

• Salt Spring Community Services received some 
$80,000 in federal funding to help establish a shel-
ter which would house 16 people during the cold-
est days of the year.

• Salt Spring livestock producers received a pro-
vincial grant that could equal as much as $150,000 
towards a mobile abattoir if matching funds could 
be raised.

From the Driftwood’s obitu-
aries in 2010.

Murray Burton Wynn; Ken-
neth Joseph Paul Bennet; 
Glady Irene Lee; Rosemary 
Stallybrass; Dorothy Alice 
Blow; Mona Jewel Price; Leo 
Nelson Geary; Morton B. Strat-
ton; Eduardo Canales; Johan-
na Matteising; Barbara Diane 
Reynolds; David Barnard; Brian 
Swinburne; Dale Ostapowich; 
Bud Morton; Pamela Marga-
ret Mowbray; Colinetta Wilson; 
Carrie Louise Cunningham; 
Reginald Denis Winstone; 
Alexandra Margaret Bell; Iso-
bel Kerr; Ellen Mellstrom; John 
Norman Mallory Denton; Wil-
liam Wowchuk; Galen Alfred 
Jones; Arthur George Rumsby; 

Gordon Harvey McCrea; Arthur 
Pilon; Rodney Filtness; Valerie 
Gyves; Arthur Dale Fewings; 
Gwendolyn Honor (Mitchell) 
Lee; Elsie Olsen; Robert Elli-
son; Dorothy Jean Haines; Paul 
Anthony Tomlinson; Gladys 
Pushka; Florence Reid; Colbert 
(Bob) Marcotte; Thomas Wil-
liam Cross; B.A. (Jim) Hedge-
cock; John Gething; Mary 
Ann Lillian Butler; Molly Ann 
Frenette; Gordon Henry Ruck-
le; Margaret Barbara Brown; 
John A. Catley; Donna Mae 
Hogarth; Diane Hunter; Diana 
Martin Palmer; Neil Burton; 
Ella Smethurst; Paul Saun-

ders; Lorne Martin; Joanna 
Starke; William Arliss Hoag; 
Penny Hauge; Betty Galt; Mark 
Allan Baker; Ivan Greig Mouat; 
Brenda Margaret Davies; Har-
old Stone; Lance Trevor Davis; 
David Bolton; Mary Jane Har-
die; James George Parker; 
(Howard) Denis Hunter; Jance 
Lynne Meikle; Ethel Odlum; 
Alwyn Catchpole; Mickey Lee; 
Ben Martens; Ivar Reinhold; 
John William Moore; Lee Jay 
Cochran; Tom Wright; Laura 
Faulkner; Cathrine Honour 
Halliwell; Reg Ashwell; Eliza-
beth Valdez; Patricia Gladys 
Herchmer; Tom Volquardson; 
John Willam Reynolds; Bar-
bara Florence Davis; Charles 
Derek DeWest; Pat Byrne; Shir-

ley Wynnifred Lanido; Marga-
ret Motion; Maggie Schubart; 
Cornelius Laubental; Tilly 
Crawley; Elizabeth Dorothy 
Hemmings; John Gregory 
Oblati; Blain Allen Matthews; 
Cory Robert Ives; Terry Sling-
sby; John Gordon Montgom-
ery; Lisa Eriksen Kellogg; Tony 
Winston; Barbara Maguire; Jon 
De West; Betty Appleton Rim-
mer; Jack Edison Hobbs; Rod-
erick Edward Kitchen; William 
Edwin Delmonico; John David 
McGann; Vivienne Margaret 
Wain Dobell; Ib Holger Ronne; 
Audrey Amy Dorrell Samp-
son; Doreen Hamilton; Mary 
McCoy; Mona Jean Jones; Jack 
Fisher. Judith Heddle; Mad-
elaine Maria Atkins.

Could Salt Spring Island become the 

nut capital of Canada?

• Island teen Matthew Stubbs was named as a 
piano soloist with the Cowichan Consort Orches-
tra and Choir for a spring concert.

• Kemal Evans — a musician with Salt Spring 
roots — was named the B.C. winner of a high-
level songwriting contest, springboarding him to 
the 17th annual Canadian RadioStar Songwrit-
ing Competition.

• Brian Brett was the recipient of the Bill Duthie 
Booksellers’ Award for his book Trauma Farm.

• Rylan Gajek took fi rst place at the Louis Sher-
man Competition in Victoria, winning $500 
and the opportunity to play with the Victoria 
Chamber Orchestra.

• GISS fi ddler Wesley Hardisty took the stage 
twice as a performer at the 2010 Winter Games. 
He represented both the NWT and B.C. in two 
separate performances.

• Chris Howe, a GISS graduate currently attend-
ing UBC Okanagan, was named to the Canada 
junior men’s national volleyball team.

• Billy George and Eric Weatherby were selected 
to represent the Vancouver Island/Central Coast 
zone on the U14 boys basketball team at the B.C. 
Summer Games.

• Singer Kaya Hunter made it to the fi nals of the 
Victoria Idol contest (set to take place in January 
2011); while island youth band Wallabee Indeed 
made it through several cuts to the semi-fi nals of 
the Vancouver Island’s Got Talent competition.

• Swim champ Marc Spiess won gold and bronze 
medals at the B.C. high school swimming cham-
pionships.

• Richard Clarke was named B.C. Sailor of the 
Year. 

AUGUST: One passenger was airlifted 

to hospital and four others injured 

after  the Queen of Nanaimo

experienced “a hard landing.”

LOOKING BACK  continued on A20

2010 HIGHLIGHTS
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PASSEDON
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HEADLINEOF2010

In February and March, Olympic fever struck Salt Spring, culminating in men’s 

hockey gold (above); while below, a coast guard vessel approaches a sunken 

troller that claimed the life of islander Dave Barnard in January.



• Sixty-year-old Marvin Trudeau 
of Chemainus died from his inju-
ries a few days after crashing into 
the side of Mount Maxwell in a 
hang glider. 

September
• A graduate of GISS died in a 

tragic car accident near Seattle. 
Cathrine (“Cat”) Halliwell, 25, died 
as a result of injuries sustained in 
a single-vehicle crash. Halliwell 
was in the back seat of the vehicle, 
which hydroplaned and then spun 
out of control.

• A letter distributed to owners 
and operators of at least 50 island 
tourism accommodation units was 
the latest step in the Islands Trust’s 
renewed battle against short-term 
vacation rentals. The letter, which 
targetted suspected STVRs operat-
ing as B&Bs, threatened fi nes of up 
to $5,000 a day for anyone proven to 
be in contravention of the island’s 
land-use bylaw.

• Saanich North and the Islands 
MLA Murray Coell was on a list 
of MLAs to be targetted for recall 
for his part in the implementation 
of the HST — about two weeks 
after the provincial government 
announced it would hold a refer-
endum on the controversial tax in 
September 2011. 

• Salt Spring kayaker Blake Gold 
was among numerous people 
stranded on northern Vancouver 
Island after extreme storms, caus-
ing major fl ooding, hit the region. 
After making it back to land, Gold 
and two other men were stuck in 
the small community of Zeballos, 
which was cut off due to mud-
slides.

October
• B&Bs allegedly operating con-

trary to the Islands Trust’s land-use 
bylaw would have a second chance 
after the Trust said it would “explore 
possible next steps regarding a 
constructive community dialogue 
around land-use bylaw provisions 
related to B&Bs.” 

• Salt Spring RCMP were called on 
to break up an impromptu fruit and 
vegetable market in front of Centen-
nial Park. Ten market vendors who 
normally sell fruit, vegetables and 
prepared food items on Tuesdays 

in the United Church meadow set 
up shop on Fulfford-Ganges Road 
instead. However, the market con-
travened CRD bylaws. The group 
later received a two-week temporary 
use permit while PARC decided what 
to do about the situation.

• Salt Spring library board mem-
bers were concerned that further 
hold-ups from the Islands Trust 
could jeopardize federal and provin-
cial funding for a new library build-
ing.

• Friends of well-known islander 
Ken Rouleau rallied to his support 
after he was diagnosed with ALS. The 
community also gathered to support 
and raise money for Jamie Reimer, 
who was waiting in a Toronto hospi-
tal for a double lung transplant.

November
• Of the 28 speakers who addressed 

the Salt Spring LTC at a standing-
room only event, not a single person 
spoke against a rezoning proposal 
for an indoor tennis facility at Salt 
Spring Golf and Country Club.

• The Salt Spring Island Transpor-
tation Commission was gearing up 
to work on implementing the fi rst of 
a series of safety improvements for 
pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. 
A counter-petition process to raise 
an additional $100,000 annually 
from property taxes was launched.

• The Islands Trust gave the go-
ahead nod to a series of develop-
ment variances and development 
permits, allowing the library board 
to move ahead with its new build-
ing in Ganges. Groundbreaking was 
scheduled for spring of 2011.

 • A B.C. Ferries report detailing 
suggestions on how to operate more 
effi ciently included the discontinu-
ance of the Long Harbour-Tsaw-
wassen ferry among its options.

 • A tragic, single-vehicle car crash 
on Fulford-Ganges Road killed 
25-year-old Reid Curtis Parent and 
left the 25-year-old female driver 
recovering from injuries in a Victoria 
hospital.

• A blast of winter shocked island-
ers with heavy snowfall, icy roads, 
widespread power outages and 
some of the coldest temperatures 
in 25 years.

• Nearly 150 people attended an 
ISG town hall session, featuring two 
municipal councillors from Bowen 
Island as guest speakers. 

December
• Salt Spring Coffee Co. shut the 

doors at its Alders Road warehouse 
on Salt Spring and prepared to fi nal-
ize its move off-island to a new facil-
ity in Richmond.

• The island was in an uproar 
after hearing trustee George Ehring 
proposed an addition to the Trust’s 
standards of conduct that suggest-
ed trustees not become involved in 
controversial issues on other islands 
unless invited to do so by the trust-
ees of the island in question. Ehring 
toned down his wording by the time 
Trust Council came to vote on the 
clause and it passed easily. 

• A 56-year-old woman known to 
the Fulford community as Sher was 
rescued from her live-aboard home 
after suffering a stroke. Businesses 
and residents of Fulford later raised 
funds to aid her recovery.

• Newsweek Magazine ranked 
Green Party leader and local MP 
candidate Elizabeth May as among 
the world’s most infl uential women.

• The Salt Spring Conservancy was 
only $235,000 away from completing 
the largest land-acquisition deal in 
the group’s 16-year history. That was 
the amount remaining to wrap up 
a $2.6-million purchase that would 
protect 320 acres of forest land on 
Musgrave Road near the summit of 
Hope Hill.

 • A B.C. Ferries incident informa-
tion report regarding the Aug. 3 crash 
of the Queen of Nanaimo at Mayne 
Island indicated maintenance errors 
were responsible for the mishap.

• Kevin Bell, a representative of 
Salt Spring’s largest commercial 
property holder, said the fi re district 
needed to reduce the tax burden on 
island businesses caused by its bud-
get policies.

• Salt Spring resident John Grego-
ry Paterson was released from police 
custody in Vancouver, where he was 
charged with nine counts of fraud 
and stock manipulation.
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Submit an application form 
with a covering letter.

Be approved by Thrifty Foods and receive a 
series of Fundraising Smile Cards. Distribute 
cards to members of your group.

See Mike or Petra in store for details.

Each time the Smile Cards are “loaded,” 
Thrifty Foods automatically donates 5% 
to your group’s Smile Card Account!

Group members 
“load” the cards 
with a cash amount 
at the till and use 
the cards to buy 
their groceries as usual.

Simple Steps to Success:

Pick up an application form today in-store or at thriftyfoods.com S A L T S P R I N G

LOOKING BACK
continued from A19

Driftwood letter-writers expressed lots of opinions in 2010 
—  about 509, actually. That is the total number of letters and 
Viewpoint, In-Depth and In-Response pieces published last year.
Opinion-expressing peaked in the fi ve-Wednesday month of 
June, when the Driftwood ran 78 opinion pieces. The slowest 
opinion months were September (28) and January (31). The aver-
age number of opinion pieces each week was 10.
Topics ran the gamut of island controversy, but the most popu-
lar issue for islanders to comment on was the plight of the Salt 
Spring Coff ee Company, and its eventual move from the island 
due to an inability to fi nd and rezone property.
Driftwood readers also “ranted and rosed” at a high rate in 2010, 
sending in a total of 354 roses and 35 rants. Roses praised people 
for any number of good deeds, while the rants focused mostly 
on drivers, thieves and dog owners.
Island crankiness peaked with the largest number of rants in 
September (six), November (fi ve) and June (fi ve). May appears 
the most gracious month with the most roses (41) sent then.

OPINION2010

At top, a scene from Village Bay on Mayne Island, where the Queen of Nanaimo experienced a “hard landing” in 

August, injuring four people; and below, Tuesday market vendors set up at Centennial Park, contrary to CRD rules.

A B.C. Ferries incident 

information report 

regarding the crash of the 

Queen of Nanaimo at Mayne 

Island indicated 

maintenance errors were 

responsible for the mishap.
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Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

MARKUS WENZEL
(250) 653-9788

Happy
Holidays!

250-537-5148 
120 Hereford Ave.

www.islandsportstraders.ca

Boxing Week Sale!!

30% Off  
EVERY THING IN STOCK!!

GOT QUESTIONS...NEED 
ANSWERS ON GOVERNANCE?

Check it out
www.islandgov.org

Sports&
Recreation

THE NEW 2011 FORESTER

Get that warm 
feeling all over,

starting with 
your backside.

D
X

Y 
S

0
 HOLIDAY 
 BONUS

$$$ †

Heated front seats are just one standard feature of the 
2011 Forester. It comes loaded with incredible features that no other 
small SUV offers for this price. That includes our 2.5L 170HP BOXER 
engine and symmetrical All-Wheel Drive. But the list is much longer 
than that. Come in and see for yourself at your Subaru retailer today.

Lease 
rates
48 mos., as low as

4.9%***

Incomparably 
well-equipped 
plus AWD from

$27,945*

Monthly
payment 
for 48 mos.

$329**

*Model shown is a 2011 Forester 2.5X 5MT (BJ1 XO) with MSRP of $27,945 including freight & PDI ($1,525), documentation fees ($395) and battery and tire tax ($30). License, taxes, insurance and registration extra. Lease offer valid 
on new 2011 Forester 2.5X 5MT (BJ1 XO) models. MSRP of $25,995. Payment of **329.13 /mo. based on a 24,000 kilometre per year lease with excess charge of $0.10/km. ***4.9% lease rate for a 48 mo. term with $3,600.00 down. Total 
lease obligation is $15,798.24. The residual value at the end of term is $12,229.10. Freight & PDI ($1,525), documentation fees ($395), and Battery and Tire Tax ($30), are included in payment. Lease security deposit & PPSA included. 
License, insurance, registration & taxes, extra. Financing and leasing programs available through Toyota Credit Canada Inc. on approved credit. †$500 Holiday Bonus offer applies only to lease, fi  nance, or cash purchases for new 
2011 Forester models. Dealers may sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. **/***/†Offers valid until Jan. 4, 2011. See your local Subaru dealer or www.western.subarudealer.ca for complete details.

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

Drop by today...
Coffee is always on!

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca
DL#5032

The 2011 AWD
FORESTER 2.5X

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS / CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES

FULFORD - SWARTZ BAY 
  CURRENT SCHEDULE

CURRENT SCHEDULE

LEAVE FULFORD HARBOUR LEAVE SWARTZ BAY
Sept 26, 2010 - Mar 31, 2011

6:15 am  7:00 am   
7:50 am 9:00 am   
9:50 am 11:00 am   
11:50 am 1:00 pm   
1:50 pm  3:00 pm   
3:50 pm  5:00 pm   
5:50 pm 7:00 pm   
7:50 pm  9:00 pm

Daily Except Sundays 
and Dec 25 & Jan 1

Daily except Dec 25 
& Jan 1

Except Sundays

PhotographyPhotographic Solutions

johncameron.ca

saltspringphotos.com

logo_ad_2009.ai   11/12/09   6:25:51 PM

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SEA TIME: Mild December weather on Salt Spring has provided several 

chances for boaters to take to the water, as seen here recently in Ganges 

Harbour.

BOATING 

Power squadron 
boating course:
basics and more
Registration now on for 13-week 

program

With fewer people are out on their boats during 
the month of January, it’s the perfect time to come 
indoors and improve boating skills. 

The Salt Spring Island Power Squadron is mak-
ing that easier by offering the boating course of 
the Canadian Power and Sail Squadron beginning 
Tuesday, Jan. 11. 

The course, which runs for 13 Tuesdays, is a gen-
eral introduction to the safe handling of all kinds of 
boats. Topics include types of boats, boat handling, 
government regulations, nautical charts, aids to 
navigation, rules of the road, elementary chart plot-
ting and calculations, the compass, bearings and 
fi xes, safety considerations and equipment, lines 
and knots, anchoring, weather, canals, locks and 
boating courtesy and customs.

Participants also receive the Pleasure Craft Oper-
ators Card, which is now mandatory for all boat 
operators in Canada. 

The sessions take place at Gulf Islands Second-
ary School from 7 to 10 p.m. Cost is $255, which 
includes all course materials, the exam and a fi rst-
year membership in the Canadian Power and Sail 
Squadron. Space in the course is limited, so people 
should register as soon as possible — and by Jan. 7 
in any event — to ensure a seat. Lynn Clark is the 
person to call at 250-537-5377. 

The Salt Spring Island Power Squadron has exist-
ed on the island since 1972 and has helped train 
countless boaters since that time. The local group 
is part of a nation-wide network of 171 squadrons 
and has an active membership of more than 41,000 
members. The CPSS, which was created in 1938, 
works closely with the Canadian Coast Guard and 
Transport Canada to ensure the group is up to date 
with the latest safety standards and information. 
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SPORTS & RECREATION

DON’T BE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD
Give Ballard Petroleum a call for your Home Heating needs. No 
contracts or fi ne print, just honest courteous service. Remember, 
you don’t have to wake up cold. Give us a call for Heating 
Fuel, Gasoline or Diesel. We also carry lube oils, fuel tanks & 
pumps

1-877-715-1019
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK
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Tune in to 

Saturday nights
7 - 9 pm

CBC Radio 1 
Sirius Channel 137

To learn about
all of our
adoptable
animals, visit
www.spca.bc.ca

Name: Chiaro
Age: 6 months
Gender: female
Likes: Licking
fi ngers.

AAttention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your 
opportunity for a 

great welcome visit.
Call Haley today for 
your greeting, gifts 

& useful info.
250-537-1558 Confi dential counselling services are offered free of charge.Funding is provided by the Province of British Columbia.www.bcresponsiblegambling.ca

Help is available.
All day. Every day.
BC Problem Gambling Help Line1.888.795 6111 (24 hrs)
For services in your area ask for Jennifer Taylor or Bonnie Williamson

SALT SPRING ISLAND
POWER & SAIL SQUADRON

BOATING COURSE

Canada’s Premier Recreational Boating Program
In-depth Boat Operation and Safety Training

plus the challenge of Plotting and Navigation
Includes mandatory Pleasure Craft

Operator Card
Course starts on Tuesday, January 11th

and runs for 13 weeks (each Tuesday)
Cost 

$255.00 which includes all course materials,
exam and fi rst year membership with Canadian 

Power & Sail Squadron
Time 

7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Location

Gulf Islands Secondary School, 112 Rainbow Road

Limited spaces available. Call Lynn Clark at
250-537-5377 by January 7th to register

SAVE SAVE 
110%0%
. . . WHEN 6 

OR MORE ARE 
PURCHASED: 

WINE 
LIQUOR LIQUEURQ Q

Thursday 6pm – 10pm OPEN MIC in the bar!

Liquor store • bar & bistro
locallocal

THE

WE ARE 
100% 

LOCALLY 
OWNED & 

OPERATED!

#108-149 FULFORD-GANGES RD.   
250-537-9463 STORE  •  250-537-9485 BAR

TRAIL & NATURE CLUB 

January hiking schedule keeps eyes on the weather
AGM set for Jan. 

27 with guest 

speaker John 

Neville  

A n n u a l  G e n e r a l 
Meet ing:  The AGM 
will be on Thursday, 
Jan. 27 at the Com-
munity Gospel Cha-
pel. 

Doors will open at 
11:30 a.m., with lunch 
starting at noon. The 

meeting will  follow 
a new format:  l ight 
lunch, guest speaker 
and a short meeting. 
O u r  g u e s t  s p e a k e r 
is John Neville, well 
known naturalist and 
bird song recorder.

N a t u r e  G r o u p : 
Fo o t p r i n t s  i n  t h e 
Snow: if it snows on 
S a l t  S p r i n g .  C o n -
tact Teresa if you are 
interested in joining 
an informal snowshoe 
outing: saltspringstu-
dio@shaw.ca.

 Hikers

Jan. 4: Zeke Blazecka 
leads a moderate hike 
with a few strenu-
ous sections along 
Burgoyne Bay toward 
Mount Sullivan. Meet 
at ArtSpring at 9:45 
a.m. or Burgoyne Bay 
at 10 a.m. 

Jan. 11: Kees Vis-
ser leads a moder-
ate “zigzag” hike on 
Mount Maxwell. Meet 
at ArtSpring at 9:45 
a.m. or at the corner of 
Fulford Ganges/Dukes 
roads at 10 a.m.

J a n .  1 8 :  L y n n 
T h o m p s o n  l e a d s  a 
s t re n u o u s  h i k e  u p 
Mount Prevost on Van-
couver Island. Meet at 
Portlock Park at 8:30 
a.m. to catch the 9 
a.m. ferry to Crofton. 
Note: the alternative 
route in the event of 
snow will be a mod-
erate hike to Christie 
Falls near Ladysmith.

Jan 25: Ashley Hill-
iard will lead us on a 
hike from Fulford to 
Beaver Point along the 
trails and byways of Salt 
Spring’s “deep south.” 
Meet at ArtSpring at 
9:45 a.m. sharp to 
arrange carpooling. 
Southenders may join 
at the corner of South-
ridge and Beaver Point 
roads at 10:20 a.m. 
Please park on South-
ridge.

 Walkers

Jan 4:  Terry Ison 
will lead a moderately 
fast walk in the area 
around Ganges, if pos-
sible on trails, but oth-
erwise on roads. Details 
will  depend on the 
weather.  Umbrellas 
can be used on the 
trails. Leaving ArtSpring 
at 10 a.m.

Jan. 11: Owen Ben-
well will lead a walk in 
Ruckle Park. Meet at 10 
a.m. at ArtSpring or at 
the entrance to Ruckle 
Park at 10:15 a.m.

Jan 18: John Flan-
n a g a n  w i l l  l e a d  a 
w a l k  t h r o u g h  t h e 
Mount Tuam Ecologi-
cal Reserve to the old 
rhodonite mine. Leave 
ArtSpring at 10 a.m. or 
meet at Drummond 
Park at 10:15 a.m. 

Jan. 25: Barry Spen-
ce will lead us on a 
m o d e ra t e  w a l k  o n 
Mount Erskine. Leave 
ArtSpring at 10 a.m.

Ramblers

Due to uncertainty 
with the weather, ram-
bles will be planned in 
as many dry places as 
possible. 

Route details will 
depend on the weath-
er.

Jan 4: Mystery Walk 
led by the Lloyds. Meet 
at Centennial Park at 10 
a.m. 

Jan 11: Mystery Walk 
led by George. Meet at 
Centennial Park at 10 
a.m.

 Jan. 18: Mystery Walk 
with a Mystery Lead-
er. Meet at Centennial 
Park at 10 a.m. 

Jan. 25: Walk part of 
the Lochside Trail along 
the water in Sidney with 
the Hardings. Plan to 
carpool. Meet at Cen-
tennial Park at 9 a.m. 
sharp to catch the 9:50 
a.m. ferry to Sidney. 
Lunch will be in Sid-
ney. We will probably 
take the 3 p.m. ferry 
back to Salt Spring.

 New Members

Interested in join-
ing us? Contact Barry 
Spence (membership) 
at 250-537-2332 or Kees 
Visser (president) at 
250-537-5443, or come 
on Tuesdays to the 
meeting point for the 
activity you are inter-
ested in.

Membership Fees

The annual fees for 
the 2010-2011 season 
are now due: $25 per 
person. 

P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e 
and sign the member-
ship and waiver form 
and leave it with your 
cheque in the Cobbler’s 
Box or given to an exec-
utive member at any 
club activity.  

Forms are available 
for download from 
the website at www.
saltspringtnc.ca, where 
you will also fi nd more 
details on our activi-
ties. 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

HOLIDAY HIKE: Christmas Day walkers enjoy 

a stroll through the forest on the trail to Menhinick 

Beach.

BRIDGE TRICKS

Club celebrates season 
Afternoon of bridge among 

wine and chocolate prizes 

BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

What were they all doing on the 
afternoon of Dec. 13? Christmas shop-
ping? Wrapping presents? Festooning 
houses with lights? Whatever is was, it 
wasn’t bridge except for three tablesfull 
of dedicated players. Happy winners 
were Gisela Welsh and Blanche Pobor-
sa, with Flo and George Laundry the 
runners-up.

It was a very different matter on Dec. 
20, with a sparkling Christmas tree 
greeting the six and a half tables, some 
sporting Mr .and Mrs. Santa hats and 
all in seasonal fi nery. It was the annual 
Yuletide party, complete with the tra-
ditional two bottles of wine to be won 
in turn by those who took a trick with a 
two, plus a draw for door prizes. Conse-
quently there was a Mitchell movement 
with the North-South players staying 
put and the East-West ones moving 
from table to table.

Two of the energetic East-West play-
ers outshone all the rest, with Isabelle 
Richardson and Jean Elder leading not 

only their section but gaining the top 
overall score. Second E/W were Flo and 
George Laundry (fourth overall), while 
Vonnie and Andy Bryant were third 
E/W and fi fth overall.

Topping the North-South group were 
Prem Margolese and Paul Retallack, sit-
ting fi rmly in fi rst place and a close sec-
ond overall. Vic Parks and newcomer 
John Flannagan were second N/S and 
third overall, with Irene Hawksworth 
and Jill Evans occupying the third N/S 
spot.

Because of all the celebrations 
to take place, only 21 hands were 
played, at the end of which the travel-
ling bottle of white wine stayed with 
Bob Morrisette and Vic Parks claimed 
the red. Then the draw for more wine, 
chocolates or other treats took place, 
and lucky partners April Wright and 
Susan Russell each won a prize to 
start things off. Other winners were 
Patricia MacFarlane, Vonnie Bryant, 
Prem Margolese and Irene Hawks-
worth. 

There will be no game on Dec. 27, 
but a Happy New Year will start on Jan. 
3, 2011 at 12:45 p.m. in the basement of 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church on 
Drake Road. 
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Classifieds 
PLACE AN AD

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 310-3535 or 250-537-9933
or fax 250-537-2613

By email to classified@gulfislands.net

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3
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EMPLOYMENT ADS  
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DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING--JUDY HEDDLE OBIT
3 x 504.00
4724813
DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING--JACK FISHER 
OBIT
2 x 720.00
4724870
DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING--KEARNEY FU-
NERAL SERVICES
2 x 360.00
4723540
DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING--KEN LEE
2 x 324.00
4723750
BIRTHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

LYLE BROWN

In loving memory of
our eldest son.

The family & I miss you
very much

Love Mother

THE MUSIC STOPS,
AND YET

It echoes on in sweet     
refrain

For everything that passes

Something beautiful       
remains

S. T. COCHRANE

May 5, 1930

December 30, 2009

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS CORNER

WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB
Send the gift of wine all year 
long!  2 Bottles each month 
from award-winning wineries 
around the world.  Call 1-888-
751-6215 and get FREE 
SHIPPING!

COMING EVENTS

Osman Phillips

Seven Stars Tai Chi

250-537-5667

NEW STUDIO LOCATION!
Ulrieke Benner - Art You Wear 
Studio & Gallery has moved to
193 Monteith Drive, Vesuvius, 
off Sunset Drive. We are open 
from 11-4 most days. You are 
welcome to stop by or call for 
an appointment, 250-537-1723

Season’s Greetings, Ulrieke.
www.ulriekebenner.com

DEATHSDEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

IRON GATE SPECIAL

AL’S ASIAN TREASURES

250-732-3696

UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP
Sheila and Doug Gordon 
present “Interfaith groups 
working for Change” Sunday, 
January 2, 11am at S.S.    
Seniors’ Centre.

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

WOMEN WRITING MEMOIR, 
6 week class begins Mon. Aft  
Jan. 17.($175-$195) Wendy 
Judith Cutler. 250.653.4286   
winnie@saltspring.com

BIRTHS

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

ATTENTION RESIDENTIAL 
SCHOOL SURVIVORS! If you 
received the CEP (Common 
Experience Payment), you 
may be eligible for further cash 
compensation. To see  if you 
qualify, phone toll free 1-877-
988-1145 now. Free service!

BIRTHS

DEATHS

DEATHS DEATHS

seven
stars
tai chi
club

Tai Chi Chuan:
Chen Style Beginners:

Mon Jan 10. 6:30-8:00pm
Yang Style Beginners:

Tues Jan 11. 6:30-8:00pm
@ Cedar lane studio

210 Cedar Lane
phone Osman
250-537-5667

Shop for Xmas
copper rain chains

silver jewelry • oil paintings
hand carved wood buddhas, 

eagles, whales (up to 9 feet tall)
pottery • mirrors • wind chimes

Discover Indonesia at
Al’s Asian Treasures

and Imports
10 am - 4:30 pm

Tuesday - Sunday
250.732.3696

#7 9360 Smiley Rd., Chemainus 
(just off Henry Rd. & Trans Can. Hwy.)

WHAT'S ON PG. 12

died peacefully on December 24, 2010 at Lady 
Minto Hospital on Salt Spring Island from meta-
static breast cancer at the age of 71.  She leaves her 
beloved husband John to carry on Scottish Country 
Dancing, walking with the Trail & Nature Club, 
caring for her Labrador retriever Sandy, and giving 
love and advice to their children and grandchildren. 
Bob Heddle and his wife Paula of Kirkland, WA and 
their newborn daughters Tesla and Cashel will miss 
her dazzling smile and throaty chuckle.  Catharine 
Heddle and her husband Terry Lee of Toronto and grandchildren Colin (7) and 
Simon (5) will miss her wisdom, exuberance, and sense of adventure, most espe-
cially when at the family cottage in Bala. 

Judy was born in Toronto to Olive Lavina Campbell and Peter John (Jack) 
McArthur. She was educated at the University of Toronto (Victoria College, Home 
Economics, Nutrition), and took her first job teaching at the University of Tennessee, 
where she supported John’s doctoral studies.  After a year in England and five years 
in San Francisco, where Bob and Catharine were born, they moved to Kleinburg, 
Ontario.  She worked for the Canadian Diabetes Association and the North York 
Health Department, established the Diabetes Education Centre at Doctor’s Hospital, 
and later managed the York Region Heart Health Program.  Judy was active in the 
Home & School and served as president of the Kleinburg Chapter of the Canadian 
Federation of University Women (CFUW).  After 33 years in Kleinburg, they moved 
to Salt Spring Island, where she became a VP of the local CFUW chapter and 
president of the dance club.  She remained in constant touch with her incomparable 
collection of friends wherever they were, and knitted her extended family together 
through letters, visits, and holiday dinners.

She loved fun, friends, food, family, Christmas, literature, art, music, politics, 
travel, great discussions, and the great outdoors. She expected everyone to do the 
right thing.  She loved churches, hymns, choir music, and the Christmas spirit of gen-
erosity.  She was the proud artist of The Unfinished Quilt, almost perfected her piano 
rendition of Ain’t She Sweet, and was just getting rolling on her makeover of John’s 
office.  She never stopped trying to foster a love of music in her children, and was 
glad when one of them developed a love of opera. She had wonderful memories and 
oft-repeated stories of her friends from her time in California, England and France, 
of her very close friends in Kleinburg, and of her classmates at the University of 
Toronto.  All who knew her will miss her open, friendly intelligence, her enthusiasm, 
and her generosity of mind and spirit.  

We are enormously grateful to Dr. Sharon Allan of the BC Cancer Centre and 
Dr. Robert Crichton and the staff at Lady Minto Hospital for their exceptional 
care and skill, and to the many friends who brought soup, stew, cookies, and cheer 
in equal measure. Donations can be made to the BC Cancer Centre or the Lady 
Minto Hospital Foundation.  Friends may gather at Salt Spring United Church in 
Ganges, B.C. on Thursday December 30 at 3:00 p.m. or at the McMichael Gallery 
in Kleinburg, ON in early January. 

Heddle,
Judith Gail, B.A., M.A., RPDt (retired)

Atkins, Madelaine Maria
Born May 16, 1953, died peacefully in the early 
hours of December 21st, 2010.   She is loved and 
remembered by her mother, Elizabeth Atkins, 
her  ve siblings: Catherine (Gordon); Jennifer 
(Francis); Elizabeth (David); Andrew (Colleen) 
and Anthony (Colleen), Godchildren: Anthony, 
Madeleine and Ryan and her other nieces and 

nephews: Ralf, Margit, Neil, Ainsley, Samantha, 
Amelia, Parker, Tess, Oliver and Hazel.

Maddy’s early years after university took her 
to Toronto and ultimately to a career as an 

executive producer in television production.   
More recently, Mad settled on Salt Spring Island 
where she will be remembered for her volunteer 

service to the community.   

A service will take place on December 23rd, at 
1:30 pm at St. Helen’s Church, 4405 West 8th 
Avenue, Vancouver, BC.  In lieu of  owers, 

donations may be made in Maddy’s name to the 
Palliative Care Unit of St. Paul’s Hospital, 1081 

Burrard St. Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 1Y6.  Her family 
expresses sincere thanks to the medical team for 
their expert and kind care in Maddy’s last days.   

Kearney Funeral Services   604-736-0268

Desmond is proud to announce 
the arrival of his little brother, Zephyr, 

 born at home December 11th 2010 
on Salt Spring Island 

and weighing  7 lbs 9 oz.  
 

Proud parents, Ingmar Lee and 
Krista Roessingh  of Denny Island BC,  
and delighted grandparents, Ken Lee 

of Salt Spring Island, Brenda and 
Karel Roessingh of Victoria Highlands, 

and Dr Jean Stewart of Calgary. 
 

Also a very special  thank you to 
Salt Spring’s most marvelous midwives, 

especially Maggie and Jacquie 
for their loving assistance 

at the birth.

Desmmononnonddddddddd iiiisisisisisisis pppppp p prororororororo ddddududududududud tttttttt t toooooo o aananananannononounce uoon

JOHN HENRY 
FISHER

Jack Fisher passed away on 
Christmas Day, 2010. He 
leaves a loving and grateful 
family, including children 
Bob (Helen), Joan Beaty 
(Len) and Dave (Ginny), 
plus 8 grandchildren and 4 
great grandchildren. 
Born in 1914 in 

Vancouver, Jack was blessed with a brilliant mind and 
strong athleticism. Although he achieved honours for 
his first degrees in chemistry at UBC, his passion was 
the Varsity Outdoor Club. After receiving his PhD 
from McGill, he distinguished himself as a researcher 
and chemical engineer in the pulp and paper industry.  
While working in St Catherines, he invented a method 
to extract artificial vanilla from a byproduct of Ontario 
Paper’s pulp mill. He developed the process from the 
laboratory through pilot plant to a full scale produc-
tion facility which generated much of the company’s 
profits for a number of years. Longing to return to his 
beloved west coast, he convinced HR MacMillan that 
it was time the forest industry giant had a research 
division and he was the man to build it. In 1953, he 
moved his family of 5 to Nanaimo where he ran the 
MB research group until 1964. He then transferred 
to B.C. Forest Products as Research and Development 
Manager where he stayed until his retirement in 1973. 
He is still remembered today for his many valuable 
contributions to both production and environmental 
improvement processes.    
Although not a religious man, Jack had very strong 

moral values that guided him both at work and 
at home. He played a part in forming a Unitarian 
Fellowship in Nanaimo as a community group that 
reflected those values. He often referred to Gandhi, 
Einstein and Albert Schweitzer as his heroes.  
His retirement on Salt Spring Island in 1973 began 

the happiest years of his life. At 59, he was healthy 
and vigorous with much to contribute to Island life.  
Together with his beloved wife Margaret, they made 
many friends and loved living with nature on their 
Collins Road property. Jack was very proud of the 
produce from his garden, which he shared widely with 
friends and family. He served a term with the Islands 
Trust, became very active with the tennis association 
and enjoyed the camaraderie of the “Eggheads” men’s 
group. Jack and Marg’s generous donations for  the 
Jack Fisher trail, the tennis courts and  Lady Minto 
Hospital reflect the gratitude they felt for the Island 
community.  
After Margaret’s passing, the family is most grateful 

for the wonderful care of Dr David Woodley, the love 
of Francis Antonik and family and the friendship of 
Marc and Jean Holmes and neighbours Brian and 
Lucille Adderley.
When it became necessary, moving a fiercely indepen-

dent man from his beloved land to communal living 
was not easy. It was the wonderful staff and residents at 
Heritage Place that made this possible.  Jack often said, 
“I’m really very happy here”.  
You all gave so much to Jack’s quality of life, a life 

well lived indeed!
A celebration of Jack’s life will take place at Harbour 

House Hotel Wednesday, January 5th at 2:00 pm.

50% DISCOUNT
Classifi eds MERCHANDISE FOR SALE ads 

totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount 
WITH YOUR RESIDENTS CARD

CHRISTMAS CORNER
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50% 
DISCOUNT

Classifi eds MERCHANDISE 
FOR SALE ads totalling 
less than $200 receive a 

50% discount WITH YOUR 
RESIDENTS CARD

ISLANDS TRUST, SALT SPRING--LTC BUSI-
NESS MEETING
2 x 216.00
4722432
COMING EVENTS

SINGERS, SALT SPRING--REGISTRATION
2 x 144.00
4724790
COMING EVENTS

ISLANDS TRUST, SALT SPRING--2011 MEETING SCHEDULE
3 x 432.00
4722431
INFORMATION

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING HOUSE ADS--
RUN IT TILL IT SELLS #2
2 x 216.00
4237384
INFORMATION

PARKS, ARTS & RECREATION, SSI--OF-
FICE CLOSURE
2 x 144.00
4714701
INFORMATION

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

TENDERS

LYACKSON FIRST NATION 
Request for Proposal Notifi ca-
tion  Deadline for Submis-
sions: January 15, 2010  The 
Lyackson First Nation is imple-
menting the “Lyackson Eyes 
on the Island” Program  One 
aspect of that program is the 
phased development of a Yurt 
Campground on Valdes Is-
land.  Phase one of the Yurt 
Campground entails the fol-
lowing three components:  1. 
Grey water management 2. 
Rainwater catchment or well 
water supply 3. All aspects re-
lated to construction of 2 yurts  
Contractors may submit for all 
or part of these three compo-
nents of Phase One, please 
clearly identify which compo-
nent(s) are being applied for in 
the submission. Please detail 
qualifi cations and experience 
in the component(s) the sub- 
mission is focused on.  All 
components must be complet-
ed/coordinated by: March 
31st, 2011  The Project Details 
are available on the Lyackson 
Website: www.lyackson.bc.ca.  
Or you may email kath-
leen.johnnie@lyackson.bc.ca 
and salishkat@yahoo.ca for 
more information.  Address 
your submission to the atten-
tion of Kathleen Johnnie, 
Lands & Resources Manager 
9137 Chemainus Road, 
Chemainus, BC V0R 1K5  
Lyackson does not warrant a 
contract will be issued as a re-
sult of this Request for Propo-
sal.

PERSONALS

DATING SERVICE. Long-
Term/Short-Term Relation-
ships, FREE CALLS. 1-877-
297-9883. Exchange voice 
messages, voice mailboxes. 1-
888-534-6984. Live adult 
casual conversations- 1on1, 1-
866-311-9640, Meet on chat-
lines. Local Single Ladies. 1-
877-804-5381. (18+).

FREE TO TRY. LOVE * MON-
EY * LIFE. #1 Psychics! 1-
877-478-4410 $3.19 min. 18+ 
1-900-783-3800 NOW HIRING

LOST AND FOUND

BLACK UMBRELLA found on 
Dec 14 at Ganges Garment 
Co. Claim at Driftwood Offi ce.

FOUND ALUMINUM boat 
adrift on St Mary Lake. Please 
call Gus with details.  250-537-
8730

FOUND:  L22 Nikon point-
and-shoot camera near Vesu-
vius ferry terminal.  Claim at 
Vesuvius Cafe (735 Vesuvius 
Bay Road).

LOST WALKING stick - made 
from Hawthorne. Rough look-
ing w/unusual handle. Lost 
within last 3 weeks, either at 
store or public. Reward of-
fered. Sentimental value. Call 
250-537-2854.

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

SELL/RENT YOUR TIME-
SHARE FOR CASH!!! Our 
Guaranteed Services will Sell/ 
Rent Your Unused Timeshare 
for CASH! Over $78 Million 
Dollars offered in 2009! 
w w w. s e l l a t i m e s h a r e . c o m 
(800)640-6886.

COMING EVENTS

TRAVEL

TRAVEL

SUNNY WINTER Specials At 
Florida’s Best Beach-New 
Smyrna Beach Stay a week or 
longer Plan a beach wedding 
or family reunion. 
www.NSBFLA.com or 1-800-
541-9621.

CHILDREN

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

HEART N’ HANDS Montessori 
We have a couple of openings 
to come and learn/play with us 
in our bi-lingual environment. 
Flexible times and rates. For 
more info call Denise 537-
5562.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BE YOUR OWN BOSS with 
Great Canadian Dollar Store. 
New franchise opportunities in 
your area. Call 1-877-388-
0123 ext. 229 or visit website: 
www.dollarstores.com today.

Direct reach to BC 
Sportsmen and 

women...Advertise in 
the 2011 BC Freshwater 

Fishing Regulations 
Synopsis, amazing 

circulation 400,000 copies, 
year long impact for your 

business! 
Please call Annemarie at 
1-800-661-6335 or email 

fi sh@mondaytourism.com

HYGIENITECH MATTRESS 
Cleaning & Upholstery Clean-
ing/Sanitizing Business. New 
“Green” Chemical-Free pro-
cess removes bed bugs, dust 
mites, and harmful allergens. 
Big Profi ts/Small Investment.  
1-888-999-9030
www.Hygienitech.com

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

AIRLINES ARE HIRING- 
Train for high paying Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program.  Financial aid 
if qualifi ed- Housing available. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (877)818-0783

INTERIOR
HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR SCHOOL

Locations in Alberta & BC.
Hands on real world training. 

Full sized equipment.
Job placement

assistance. 
Funding Available.

www.iheschool.com
1-866-399-3853

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
is rated #2 for at-home jobs. 
Train from home with the only 
industry approved school in 
Canada. Contact CanScribe 
today! 1-800-466-1535. 
www.canscribe.com. 
info@canscribe.com.

COMING EVENTS

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

HELP WANTED

CHECK OUT the Library’s ad 
in the News section that de-
scribes a Request for Quota-
tion from a contractor for the 
temporary library site.

Medical Offi ce Trainees 
Needed! Drs & Hospitals need 
Medical Offi ce & Medical Ad-
min staff! No Experience? 
Need Training? Local Career 
Training & Job Placement also 
Available! 1-888-778-0459

Product Development Manag-
er WestWinn Group/Harber-
craft boats is looking for a dy-
namic individual to join their 
team as Product Development 
Manager. For details and ap-
plication process, go to   
www.harbercraft.com careers.

OFFICE SUPPORT CLERK

RUSH IHAS Hardwick LLP, a 
boutique litigation law fi rm has 
an opening for a senior litiga-
tion assistant. Our ideal candi-
date will have substantial ex-
perience in civil litigation. We 
offer a competitive wage and 
benefi t package. Submit your 
resume to Rush Ihas Hardwick 
LLP, 1368 St. Paul Street,   
Kelowna, BC V1Y 2E1, or to,    
info@rihlaw.com.

TRADES, TECHNICAL

ENSIGN ENERGY SERVICE 
INC. is looking for experienced 
Drilling Rig, & Coring  person-
nel for all position levels. Drill-
ers, Coring Drillers $35. - 
$40.20.;  Derrickhands $34., 
Motorhands $28.50; Floor-
hands, Core Hands, Helpers 
$24. -  $26.40. Plus incentives 
for winter coring! Telephone 
1-888-ENSIGN-0  (1-888-367-
4460). Fax 1-780-955-6160. 
Email: hr@ensignenergy.com.

WWORK ANTED

HARD-WORKING
DEPENDABLE
COMPETENT 

Labourer for drywall, 
handyman and general 

labour jobs. $20/hr.
 References 

250-931-1393

INFORMATION INFORMATION

WWORK ANTED

NOW AVAILABLE for hire, 
John Caron Carpentry.  In 
business on SSI for 26 yrs.  
New construction, renovations, 
fencing, total property mainte-
nance, no job too big or too 
small.  Reliable, punctual, hard 
working, excellent references. 
Free consultations. 250-537-
9397, jbcaron@telus.net

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALTH PRODUCTS

MALE SIZE Enlargement. 
FDA Medical Vacuum Pumps. 
Gain 1-3 permanently. Testos-
terone, Viagra, Cialis. Free 
Brochures. Free Pills 
(619)294-7777 code Suburbs 
www.drjoekaplan.com  (dis-
counts available).

FINANCIAL SERVICES

DEBT CONSOLIDATION 
PROGRAM 

Helping Canadians repay 
debts, reduce or eliminate 
interest, regardless of your 
credit. Steady Income? You 
may qualify for instant help. 

Considering Bankruptcy? Call 
1-877-220-3328 FREE 

Consultation Government 
Approved, BBB Member

IF YOU own a home or real 
estate, ALPINE CREDITS will 
lend you money: It’s That Sim-
ple. Your Credit/Age/Income is 
NOT an issue 1-800-587-2161

HOME CARE SUPPORT

COMMUNITY Health Worker, 
20 + years experience has 
opening Saturdays or Mon-
days for over night, live-in or 
respite. Offering security, as-
sistance with ADL’s or pallia-
tive care. Caring, compassion-
ate & professional. Bondable 
and registered. Wages consis-
tent with duties.  Please Call 
Susan at 250-710-0163.

LEGAL SERVICES

CRIMINAL RECORD? Guar-
anteed Record Removal since 
1989. Confi dential, Fast, Af-
fordable. Our A+ BBB Rating 
assures EMPLOYMENT\ 
TRAVEL & FREEDOM. Call 
for your FREE INFORMATION 
BOOKLET. 1-8-NOW-PAR-
DON (1-866-972-7366). www. 
PardonServicesCanada.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES

MAIDS PERSONALLY
“Welcome Home Services”

Professional cleaning
Excellent service
Attention to detail

ALSO: Property Maintenance
Ground maintenance, power 

washer, patios, roofs,       
windows & painting

 Dependable ~ Trustworthy 
NOW TAKING ON MORE 

CUSTOMERS
Bonded ~ References

 250-537-1517

THOROUGH HOUSE cleaning 
provided by long time islander. 
Phone Kim at Harmony 
Housecleaning today! 250-
931-1008.

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB McIvor for trouble-
shooting, software & network-
ing support.  We do house 
calls. 537-2827 or (cell)  538-
7017. Please go & back-up 
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

GULF
COAST

MATERIALS
Serving the Gulf Islands

Salt Spring, Galiano
Mayne, Pender

250-537-2611
345 Rainbow Road

PLACING SALT SPRING: 
Ready Mix 4 inches thick .65 
cents per sq.ft. at 6 inches .75 
per sq. ft. Call 250-537-7883.

CONTRACTORS

CHECK OUT the Library’s ad 
in the News section that de-
scribes a Request for Quota-
tion from a contractor for the 
temporary library site.

INFORMATION

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN

HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and 
together we’ll design (or 

upgrade) your dream home. 
Through the use of computer-

aided drafting, we’ll quickly   
produce the working drawings 

you’ll take to your 
contractor.

PLEASE CALL
HELSET DESIGN

250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

HAULING AND SALVAGE

RECYCLING

SALT SPRING Island Recycle 
Depot is located at 349 Rain-
bow Rd. We are open Tues. 
through Sat., 10am to 5pm. 
This service is operated by 
Salt Spring Island Community 
Services. Please call the Re-
cycle   Depot at 250-537-1200, 
or Community Services at 
250-537-9971 for information 
on materials accepted for re-
cycling.

TELEPHONE SERVICES

A FREE TELEPHONE SER-
VICE. Get Your First Month 
Free. Bad Credit, Don’t Sweat 
It. No Deposits. No Credit 
Checks. Call Freedom Phone 
Lines Today Toll-Free 1-866-
884-7464.

PETS

EQUESTRIAN

MIRA WARRINGTON, Certi-
fi ed Farrier is accepting new 
clients. Cold shoeing and 
barefoot trims. (H) 250-653-
2305 or (C) 250-538-7721.

PETS

5 VIETNAMESE potbelly pigs 
for sale. 250-537-1517.

CKC REGISTERED English 
Cocker puppies. Vet checked, 
dewclawed, wormed, micro-
chipped. Ready Dec. 31, 
$1500. 250-537-4962.

INFORMATION

REAL ESTATE

ACREAGE 

OWN 20 Acres $129/mo. 
$13,900. Near Growing El Pa-
so, Texas (safest city in Ameri-
ca!) Low down, no credit 
checks, owner fi nancing.    
Free Map/Pictures. 1-866-254-
7755.
www.sunsetranches.com

HOMES WANTED

WE BUY HOUSES
Damaged House? 

Pretty House?  Moving? 
Divorcing? Estate Sale?

We will Buy your House
Quick Cash & Private.
Mortgage Too High and

House won’t sell?
Can’t make payments?

We will Lease Your House,
Make your Payments

and Buy it Later!

Call: 1-250-616-9053
www.webuyhomesbc.com

RECREATIONAL PROPERTY

SHARED OWNERSHIP late 
model 40’s-60’s cruising 
yachts moored on Vancouver 
Island & Lower Mainland. Sail 
& Power. Professionally main-
tained. 604-669-2248. 
www.one4yacht.com

REVENUE PROPERTY

GREAT INVESTMENT US Or-
lando, Florida Condos near 
Disney. Buy for personal or in-
vestment. 8-12% return. Start-
ing at $39,000 917-681-2603 
david@db1land.com

OTHER AREAS

Eaglehomes.ca  NEW HOME 
AND LAND in the Shuswap! 
Doublewides and Single-
wides...No Pad Rent! Close to 
shopping and recreation. 
Alice: 250-819-0047 
mark@eaglehomes.ca

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

1,068SF FOR lease, Merchant
Mews, nr. Ganges. Bthrm,
skylights, carpeted upstairs
mezz. Richard 250-380-1669.

UPPER GANGES CENTRE, 
small 2nd fl oor offi ce available 
now. 272 sq. ft. Ample park-
ing, chair lift. Call Mary Lou 
250-537-5528.

COTTAGES

COZY ONE bedroom cottage 
in quiet, park-like setting. $800 
per month. 250-653-4644.

HOMES FOR RENT

1 BEDROOM Cottage 
available immediately, long 
term, approx 600 sq. ft. Ocean 
view, utilities included, shared 
property $950.  Contact Island 
Explorer Property Manage-
ment 250-537-4722.

INFORMATION

GULF 
COAST 

MATERIALS
Serving the Gulf Islands

Salt Spring, Galiano,
Mayne, Penders

250-537-2611
345 Rainbow Road

• PARKING CURBS
• READY MIX
• WASHED GRAVEL
• REINFORCED STEEL
• BAGGED CEMENT

LET’S 
GET 

STARTED
Bring your sketches & ideas and
together we’ll design (or upgrade) 
your dream home. Through the use 
of computer-aided drafting, we’ll 

quickly produce the working drawings 
you’ll take to your contractor.

HELSET DESIGN
250.537.1037

Ask for Jim

Salt Spring Singers Registration
Salt Spring Singers, a non-auditioned community 

choir directed by Mitch Howard, will hold 
registration and the fi rst spring concert rehearsal at 
6 p.m. on Tuesday, January 11, at SSI Baptist Church, 

520 Lower Ganges Rd. Registration will close at
6:45 p.m., with rehearsal at 7 followed by 
refreshments at 8:15. All voices welcome.

Call Lesley Reynolds at 537-4861 or go to
www.saltspringsingers.org for a

registration form or more information.

SALT SPRING ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF 
BUSINESS MEETING

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will be meeting 
to consider various matters of general business, such as 
applications received, bylaw reviews and meeting notes.

 
DATE: FRIDAY, January 14, 2011
TIME: 10:30 am
PLACE: ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue

 
Starting at noon, up to 45 minutes will be available for the 
public to discuss local land use matters with the Local Trust 
Committee. Those who wish to present a more formal petition, 
or make a delegation to the Committee as an Agenda item, must 
make a request to Islands Trust staff at least 14 days in advance 
of the meeting. For information about the Agenda, please call 
the Islands Trust at 250.537.9144.

PARC OFFICES CLOSED
Dec 27th thru Jan 3rd

Open for business again 
on Jan 4, 2011                

Messages can
be left by phone at 

537-4448 or email to
ssiparc@crd.bc.ca

       

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com and bcclassifi ed.com
Your private party (merchandise) classifi ed ad will run in our 

next 4 insertions • If you need to modify the ad or run it 
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another 

4 insertions • Extra lines at ½ price • 
Please, no more than 3 items, call 

to remove an item.

Run it ‘til 
it sells. $24.99

Run your classifi ed ad in 
The Driftwood ‘til it sells!

Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee
2011 Meeting Notice

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee regulates land use within the Salt 
Spring Island local trust area. The Trust area includes Salt Spring Island, Piers 
Island, Prevost Island, the Secretary Islands and Wallace Island.

Local Trust Committee meetings are open to the public. Meeting notices are post-
ed on the bulletin board at the Islands Trust offi ce located at 1-500 Lower Ganges 
Road, Salt Spring Island. The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will be 
meeting to consider various matters of general business, such as applications 
received, bylaw reviews and meeting notes.

The regular business meetings will be held on the following dates and venues,
commencing normally at 10:30 AM unless specifi ed:

Additional meetings may be scheduled as needed.

Visit our website at : www.islandstrust.bc.ca
Contact us at (250) 537-9144

                                      Date                               Location
Friday January 14, 2011  ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Ave.
Thursday February 10, 2011 Lion’s Club, 103 Bonnett Ave.
Thursday March 3, 2011 ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Ave.
Thursday April 7, 2011 ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Ave.
Thursday May 5, 2011 Lion’s Club, 103 Bonnett Ave.
Thursday June 2, 2011 Lion’s Club, 103 Bonnett Ave.
Thursday July 7, 2011 ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Ave.
Thursday Aug 4, 2011 Lion’s Club, 103 Bonnett Ave.
Thursday Sept 1, 2011 ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Ave.
Thursday Oct 6, 2011 ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Ave.
Thursday Nov 3, 2011 Lion’s Club, 103 Bonnett Ave.

Photos are available

for purchase @ our on-line 

photostore

gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   
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Read it off -island on-line.
gulfi slandsaqua.com

Who reads us?
88% of Islanders read the 

Driftwood each week.
-Combase survey

ISLAND EXPLORER 2005, PROPERTY--
RENTALS AVAILABLE - 736
2 x 432.00
4231316
HOMES FOR RENT

ROYAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT--ROYAL 
PROPERTY MGMT. 736
2 x 216.00
4242090
HOMES FOR RENT

DIVERSIFIED PROPERTY LTD.--INFO AD 
4532329
2 x 216.00
4532329
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

1 BEDROOM house in         
Vesuvius $1100. Contact      
Island Explorer Property Man-
agement 250-537-4722.

1 BEDROOM suite near town
1 bath, farm setting, W/D hook 
ups, NS, NP, long term, 
available immediately  $650. 
Contact Island Explorer Prop-
erty Management 250-537-
4722.

2 BED, 1 bath, close to town, 
5 appl., Avail. Jan 1. $1200 + 
util. 250-538-2323.

2 BEDROOM ocean view du-
plex.  overlooking Galiano.  
1.5 bath, 6 appl., lg balcony, 
newly renovated, 1 min walk 
from bus and ocean, NS. Avail 
immediately.  $1200/mo.  Call 
250-537-1517

3 BDRM house, newly deco-
rated, lake view, 1.5 baths, 
near Central, W/D, carport, 
NS, long term. $1350 + util. 
250-537-4413.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

HOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

3 BDRM, 2 bath, lovely ocean 
view home, 2100 sq.ft., newly 
renov., large garden, 2 min. to 
town, on quiet street, priv. 
fence, HW & tile fl oors, solari-
um, 5 appl., NP, NS, Jan. 1 
$1800 plus util. 250-537-8431.

3 BDRM, WD, wood stove, 
deer proof garden, carport, 
view to Vancouver Island, ren. 
2005, repainted 2009, $1000 
plus util., 604-312-4831.

3 BEDROOM Near Town 
$1075 Contact Island Explorer 
Property Management 250-
537-4722.

BEAUTIFUL WATERFRONT 
cottage with southwest expo-
sure in Fulford. Wood fl oors, 
decks, woodstove, loft & 
stream. Remodeled, beach. 
Long term, $750/mo plus 1/4 
util. 831-588-9576.

COTTAGES ON St. Mary 
Lake, fully furnished, NS, NP. 
Starting at $700/mo., available 
Nov 1 to Apr 1. 250-537-2585.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

HOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

LARGE CHANNEL Ridge 
View Home, 2 bedrooms with 
1 bedroom in law suite, exten-
sive landscaping, fabulous 
ocean view, NS, NP, long 
term, available November 1. 
$1995 Contact Island Explorer 
Property Management 250-
537-4722.

MODERN, CUSTOM built cot-
tage on 5 park-like acres. Min-
utes to Ganges. Perfect for 
single, NS, NP, person. $775/ 
mo., util. incl. 250-537-8938.

OCEANFRONT TOWN Home 
in Ganges,  2 bedroom plus 
offi ce, 2.5  baths, propane fi re-
place, one car garage, NS, 
NP, avail. immediately. $1900 
Contact Island Explorer Prop-
erty Management 250-537-
4722.

ONE BDRM duplex, walk to 
Ganges, recently updated 
kitchen & bathroom, furnished 
or unfurnished. $750/mo + dd. 
Avail. Jan. 15. 250-550-6455

SOUTH END, 1 bdrm carriage 
suite, $700/mo plus hydro, 
ocean view, steps to beach. 
Avail now, call 250-653-9726.

SOUTH END cosy bach. suite 
on large, pristine acreage. Pri-
vate, self-cont., skylights, 
wood fl oors, loft. partially furn. 
High speed intenet 
avail. Suit mature quiet single. 
$625/mo. incl. hydro. 250-653-
4101 lv. message.

SUBLET, MID Jan to mid 
March. Beautiful, spacious, 
mountain view wood home on 
private acreage, fully furn., 
$800/mo. incl. phone, internet, 
cable & fi rewood. NS, NP, 
(house comes with cat). Suits 
resp. single or couple with exc. 
refs. 250-930-3030.

SUNNY, BEAUTIFUL, 2 bed-
room home. 1 1/2 year lease. 
$1100 negotiable. Available 
summer 2011.  250-653-4505.

RENTALS

RV PADS

RV HOOKUP in Walker’s 
Hook area, water & hydro incl. 
NP. $400/mo.   250-537-8969.

SHARED ACCOMMODATION

DEC. 1, share large 2 bed Ve-
suvius apt with quiet NS wom-
an of 50 yrs. $460/mo. plus 
shared util. 250-537-2809.

STORAGE

MID ISLAND STORAGE
(ISLAND EXPLORER)

1X3

CLASS. 320

SUITES, LOWER

BACHELOR PAD $550. NP, 
NS, close to town, hydro incl.,   
avail. now. 250-537-8747.

‘LOFT LIKE’- High End, Wa-
terfront. 1 bdrm suite with all 
the amenities in Fulford Vil-
lage. $975 mo, utils incl. Call 
250-653-9174.

RENTALS

SUITES, UPPER

1 BDRM self contained suite, 
west coast style home, 5 min. 
north of Ganges, bright open 
concept kitchen, living, area. 
Several recent upgrades incl., 
carpet , stove, & paint. Lovely 
spacious garden, shared laun-
dry avail. Quiet house rules: 
ref’s req’d. NP, NS. $750 util 
incl. 250-537-5713, (Barbara).

TRANSPORTATION

AUTO FINANCING

WANT A VEHICLE BUT 
STRESSED ABOUT YOUR 
CREDIT? Last week 18 out of 
21 applications approved! We 
fund your future not your past. 
Any Credit. $500 Xmas CASH 
back. Call 1-888-208-3205. 
www.coastlineautocredit.com

MOTORCYCLES

SG POWER

SCOOTERS
Gas & Electric

Islands Largest Selection
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria

250-382-8291

SCRAP CAR REMOVAL

SCRAP BATTERIES Wanted 
We buy scrap batteries from 
cars, trucks & heavy equip. 
$3.00 each. Free pick-up   
anywhere in BC, Minimum 10. 
Toll Free 1.877.334.2288.

TRANSPORTATION

VTRUCKS & ANS

DODGE CARAVAN, 1994, 
automatic, red, $1000. 250-
930-0707.

MARINE

BOATS

OUTBOARDS
Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda

Great Selections
Great Prices

SG POWER
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria

250-382-8291

SIMPLY SALT SPRING

CHECK OUT the Library’s ad 
in the News section that de-
scribes a Request for Quota-
tion from a contractor for the 
temporary library site.

DRIFTWOOD’S POCKET 
planners are in, pick yours up, 
Monday to Friday, 8:30-4:30 
while they last.

GULF ISLANDS Optical 50% 
refund on the cost of your eye 
test when you purchase a full 
set of frames and lenses. Ask 
about our new Precision Digi-
tal Lenses. Lancer Building 
250-537-2648.

SIMPLY SALT SPRING

THE WARDROBE 

30% OFF EVERYTHING 
Dec 26 - Jan 5 

C l o t h i n g , J e w e l l e r y , 
Scarves, Bags, Hats, “Om 
Grown”, & Tie-dye. Sale 
items too. Taxes included.

Open Daily 
11am - 5:30pm

Closed Jan 6 - Feb 10
Morningside Rd, Fulford

TAIT TECHNICAL--SEARS WARRANTY
2 x 36.00 4580149 APPLIANCES 

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING HOUSE ADS--
RUN IT TILL IT SELLS
2 x 216.00
4237948
MISC. FOR SALE

4X72

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

BUILDING SUPPLIES

BUILDING SALE... “ROCK 
BOTTOM PRICES!” 25x30 
$5449. 30x40 $7850. 32x60 
$12,300. 32x80 $17,800. 
35x60 $14,200. 40x70 
$14,770. 40x100 $24,600. 
46x140 $36,990. OTHERS. 
Front endwall optional. Pio-
neer MANUFACTURERS DI-
RECT 1-800-668-5422.

**HOME PHONE RECON-
NECT** Call 1-866-287-1348. 
Prepaid Long Distance Spe-
cials! Feature Package Spe-
cials! Referral Program! Don’t 
be without a home phone! Call 
to Connect! 1-866-287-1348.

See us for a fast quote on all 
your building requirements

Flooring
Heating
Eaves

Plumbing
Roofi ng

SLEGG LUMBER LTD.
804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

250-537-4978

STEEL BUILDINGS PRICED 
TO CLEAR - Incredible end-of-
season factory discounts on 
various models/sizes. Plus 
FREE DELIVERY to most are-
as. CALL FOR CLEARANCE 
QUOTE AND BROCHURE - 
1-800-668-5111 ext. 170.

FOOD PRODUCTS

CALDWELL’S

OAKSPRING FARM
Local

Free Range & Grain Fed
Pork, Chicken & Beef

250-537-2152, 537-5380

APPLIANCES

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
KONIG & SON
Serving Salt Spring

28 years

Cut, split & delivered
Competitive & reliable
Standing timber and

logs wanted

Kurt Duff 250-537-9531

FIREWOOD

Cut, split & delivered

MARCO

250-537-6170

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

PAUL’S FIREWOOD

GREAT SERVICE!
2 - 3 year seasoned fi r & 

Maple
Ph. 250-537-4660

Paul Konig
Will buy fi rewood logs.

SEASONED FIREWOOD 
Vancouver Island’s largest fi re-
wood producer offers fi rewood 
legally obtained during forest 
restoration, large cords, fast 
delivery. Help restore your for-
est,  Burndrywood.com or 1-
877-902-WOOD.

APPLIANCES

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FURNITURE

BOXING DAY Storewide Sale! 
Accent Chairs 1/2 Price 
2/$299 in Leather or MicroFib-
re; 1/2 Price Tea Table/Maga-
zine Racks 2/$19.; Solid Pine 
Beds w/Mattress $268.; Cher-
ry/Marble Plant Stands $29.; 
Much More! No HST on all 
Tools & Hdwe.! BUY & SAVE 
9818 4th St., Sidney website: 
buyandsave.ca visa, M/C debit

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

ACORN DEALER

SSI
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

ATTENTION DIABETICS with 
Medicare. Get a FREE Talking 
Meter and diabetic supplies at 
NO COST, plus FREE home 
delivery! Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful fi nger prick-
ing! Call 888-449-1321.

CAN’T GET Up Your Stairs? 
Acorn Stairlifts can help. Call 
Acorn Stairlifts now! Mention 
this ad and get 10% off your 
new Stairlift!  1-866-981-5991.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

A SAFE, Proven “Restless 
Leg Syndrome” & “Leg 
Cramps” Cure That Always 
Gives You Instant Relief. 
1-800-765-8660 
www.allcalm.com 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

CAN’T GET UP YOUR Stairs? 
Acorn Stairlifts can help. Call 
Acorn Stairlifts now!  Mention 
this ad and get 10% off your 
new Stairlift. 1-866-981-6591.

COME CELEBRATE Boxing 
Day Storewide Sale at BUY & 
SAVE! Big Savings on New & 
Like New Home Furnishings, 
Accessories, Beds, Mattress-
es; Lamps, Desks, TV Stands, 
Bookcases, Hall Trees, Occa-
sional Chairs, Asst. Tables, 
Dinettes, L/R, B/R, D/R Furn.! 
Heaters, Tools & Hdwe!  BUY 
& SAVE 9818 4th St., Sidney 
buyandsave.ca  visa, MC debit

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS. 
Best price. Best quality. All 
shapes & colours available.   
1-866-652-6837 
www.thecoverguy.com

OMAHA STEAKS Wrap up 
your Holiday Shopping  with 
100% guaranteed, delivered-to 
the door Omaha Steaks! 
SAVE  67% PLUS 2 FREE 
GIFTS - 26 Gourmet Favorites 
ONLY $49.99. ORDER Today! 
1-888-702-4489 Mention offer 
45102 AAD or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gift03                                                                                                                                           
                     

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

S E A R S  WA R R A N T Y
SAM ANDERSON AUTHORIZED TECHNICIAN

1-800-469-4663

Call 250.537.5577 
Residential Management

SOUTH END HOME,
2 BDRM, 1 BATH,
CLOSE TO TRAILS
& PARK, VERY 
PRIVATE.
$1200 PLUS 
UTILITIES

WELL APPOINTED
2 BDRM SELF CONTAINED 
LOWER SUITE IN LIKE 
NEW CONDITION ON 
SPECTACULAR VIEW 
ACREAGE. BEST SUITED
FOR SINGLE OR QUIET 
COUPLE. $1275/MO

Property Management Ltd.

   ISLAND EXPLORER
Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services

250-537-4722  
1-800-800-9492

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management 
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

1 Bedroom suite near town
1 bath, farm setting, W/D hook ups, N/S, 
N/P,  long term, available immediately $650

1 Bedroom Cottage
Available immediately, long term, approx 
600 sf ocean view, utilities included, 
shared property .......................................$950

3 Bedroom Near Town .........................$1075

1 Bedroom house in Vesuvius ............$1100

Oceanfront Town Home in Ganges,
2 bedroom plus offi ce, 2 ½ baths, propane 
fi replace, one car garage, N/S, N/P, avail. 
Immediately ............................................$1900

Large Channel Ridge View Home,
2 bedrooms with 1 bedroom in law suite, 
extensive landscaping, fabulous ocean 
view, N/S, N/P, long term, available 
November 1st .........................................$1995

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-4978

• Flooring
• Heating
• Eaves
• Plumbing
• Roofing
For all your building 

requirements, large or small!

SEE US FOR A FAST QUOTE
ON ALL YOUR BUILDING

REQUIREMENTS!

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com and bcclassifi ed.com
Your private party (merchandise) classifi ed ad will run in our 

next 4 insertions • If you need to modify the ad or run it 
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another 

4 insertions • Extra lines at ½ price • 
Please, no more than 3 items, call 

to remove an item.

Run it ‘til 
it sells. $24.99

Run your classifi ed ad in 
The Driftwood ‘til it sells!

FIREWOOD

MARCO 250.537.6170
or 250.538.0022

CUT, SPLIT 
& DELIVERED

Standing timber 
& logs wanted

LOCAL
ACORN DEALER
SSI Medical Equipment
Call for free estimate
Patrick 250-537-1990

STORAGE
HEATED• 
HUMIDITY• 
CONTROLED
9’ CEILINGS• 
24 HR. AC• CESS

Salt Spring's newest storage 
facility, located at 1429 
Fulford-Ganges Rd. Three 
sizes: 4'x8', 6'x8' and 8'x8', 
all with 9 foot ceilings for 
maximum storage. The facility 
is operated by Island Explorer 

Property Management Ltd.p y g

250-537-4722

    

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria 
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com
marc@sgpower.com

SCOOTERS
Gas & Electric. 

Island’s Largest Seletion. 
Vespas • Yamaha • Honda

OUTBOARDS
Yamaha • Suzuki

Honda

Over 40 years in Victoria

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com    jay@sgpower.com

from 2 HP to 350 HP
Four strokes
New & Used

Great Selection
Great Prices

Resident Manager - Blair Howard
Local Of  ce 250-537-9766

www.divprop.com

Strata/Commercial/Residential
management

Ltd
2 bdrm 2 bthrm
4 new appl new carpet
NS NP 1000.00 + util
Mid Island

1 bdrm 2 bthrm
4 appl new paint
view acreage
NS NP 975.00 + util
Mid Island

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE - 

New To You
Deadline 10 am 

Tuesday for 

Wednesday paper, 

4 pm Wed. for 

Friday paper

Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 receive a receive a 50% discount50% discount  with your Residents Cardwith your Residents Card

50% 
DISCOUNT

Classifi eds MERCHANDISE 
FOR SALE ads totalling 
less than $200 receive a 

50% discount WITH YOUR 
RESIDENTS CARD

(Tickets are held for 2 
weeks from the date of 
publication. Unclaimed 

tickets will be re-entered 
to our contest pool.)

Place a classifi ed 
ad in the Driftwood 

& your name is 
automatically 

entered to win a 
BC49 Lotto ticket.

Claudia 
Picks a 
WINNER!

THIS WEEK’S 

WINNER IS 

PATRICIA
HALLIDAY

Come to the 
Driftwood offi ce to 
claim your prize!

328 Lower Ganges Rd.
 250-537-9933

GULF ISLANDS              LIVINGGULF ISLANDSDS               LIVING

AQUA
Available Now

• Patterson Market 
• Vesuvius Store
• Raven Street Market
• Salt Spring Natureworks
• Driftwood

Photos are

available

for purchase

@ our on-line 

photostore
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Here’s my Here’s my 
card...
CONTACT  CONTACT  
ERIN JORY  ERIN JORY  
250-537-9933 250-537-9933 
FOR FOR 
ADVERTISING ADVERTISING 
SPACESPACE

250-537-4369 #6 Merchant Mews
315 Upper Ganges Rd.

Blue Velvet
Upholstering
DRAPERY, HEADBOARDS, 
UPHOLSTERY & MORE!

B
U

• Geothermal Heat Pumps
• Air Source Heat Pumps
• Ductless Mini-Split

Residential &
Commerical Filling

Tank Sales
& Rentals

Wayne Wrigley
250-537-2006

146 Oakspring Rd
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S8

Resid
Commerica

Call us for FREE consultation 250 653 9232
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FOR YOUR SMALL BUSINESS
GREAT WEBSITES 

BRENDA 
AKERMAN

Independent 
Beauty Consultant

CALL FOR APPT.
Salt Spring Island, BC 250-930-4997www.marykay.ca/bakerman

PTPTCALL FOR A TPTPTCALL FOR APPT.

New Years New Years 
Makeovers!Makeovers!

This Week’s 

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
Making some key power moves before the end 
of the year and early in 2011 is on your mind. In 
a variety of ways, you are interested in seeing a 
bigger picture. This may include international news 
and/or behind the scenes or inner knowledge. 
Somehow you want more power; whether it is 
knowledge, money, information, or whatever 
else might give you leverage and a jumpstart 
on the year.
 
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
Making a big push before the year end is keeping 
you busy. Finishing old business and activating 
new projects all at the same time is on your mind. 
Researching and scanning for news, information, 
knowledge and tips is featured. You want to see 
a bigger picture and you also want the inside 
scoop. Adding key connections to your network 
is likely. If change is coming, you want to be 
aware.
 
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Gatherings with others means a lot to you at 
this time and perhaps especially so this year. 
Exchanging thoughts and feelings may not 
fl ow so smoothly now however, so keep your 
mind and heart open and fl exible. Giving more 
than usual for this time feels right and perhaps 
necessary. Ideally, you are in the process of 
building a whole new quality of intimacy and 
scope of freedom.
 
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
Taking new initiatives on all relationship fronts 
– personal, familial, social and professional – is 
a central theme. The overall process may feel 
rather heavy and may be stirring fears. Endings 
are likely now and will feel both easy and hard 
to accept. This week’s New Moon will activate 
your new relationship status. Others will offer 
their support through this time, yet with a push 
for you to accept change.
 
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23)
Bringing your dreams, ideals and creative 
ambitions down to earth in a practical way 
continues as the New Year begins. Some 
pretty big demands on your time and focus are 
emphasized. You may feel you are undergoing 
an accelerated learning curve. Your ability to 
concentrate may be challenged just now, but will 
get better progressively in 2011. Concentrate to 
take practical action.
 
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
You are in a creative power cycle. In the big picture, 
this cycle is just beginning. Stepping back, you will 
notice that you are building upon new foundations. 
Financial goals and responsibilities are part of the 
plot, and so too are social and spiritual ones. How 
you interpret these is up to you. A diversifi cation 
of your focus is likely as well. Identify and outline 
your spectrum of gifts and talents.

 Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)
Some powerful shifts, moves and events close to 
home continue. Somehow, you are making major 
changes or they are thrust upon you. At best, you 
are ready for new challenges and feel ambitious. At 
worst, you feel disrupted and afraid of the future. 
Change is the law and our most basic wisdom 
is to cooperate with it verses resist. Be aware of 
negative imagination which conjures fearful future 
scenarios and use it to create what you feel you 
want and need.
 
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
This is likely a busy and eventful time for you in 
many ways and on a variety of levels. First, you are 
exploring new territory. This may be literal and/or 
psychological. Rising above who you ‘think’ you 
and others are and/or are not, is featured. Accepting 
that our interpretations and opinions are just that 
will help. Be willing to let go into the mystery. You 
can paddle, yet cooperate with the current.
 
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21)
The time has come to build upon new foundations. 
These may well be connected to your health and 
overall quality of your lifestyle habits. We are all 
creatures of habit and so are wise to cultivate healthy 
ones. Such wisdom is its own reward and is not 
about impressing anyone. Your willingness to see 
yourself and the world and in the world in new ways 
will bring rewards. Are you ready and willing?
 
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
Forging ahead into new territory probably feels 
right now. While others are festive, you are busy 
planning, at least in the back of your mind. You 
may feel stretched with activities, yet many new 
thoughts, intuitions and inspirations are likely 
pouring in. You probably have more than your 
share of responsibilities. Yet they are yours and with 
a healthy attitude you will see that is its own gift.
 
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19)
A mix of work and pleasure is keeping you 
busy. Social opportunities are coming in and it 
is probably a good idea to take advantage. Your 
mood for these may well shift soon as you get 
back to business. Yet, also allowing downtime to 
dream and rest and simply be will probably prove 
satisfying. You will be extra busy soon so take in 
some quality moments of peace and quiet now.
 
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
Sometimes it is good to ask who our real friends 
are. Ideally, you your self are among them. Woven 
into this riddle is the relationship we have with 
our own body, mind, heart and soul. The many 
thoughts, feelings, intuitions and pressures coming 
from within constitute the basis of this inner 
relationship, which ideally becomes a very good 
friendship. Real winners fi nd reason to like and 
love themselves. This will then be projected onto 
others….

Horoscope 
by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com

sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.888.352.2936

a r v i d @ s a l t s p r i n g . c o m

537•7148

Arvid 
Chalmers
Ltd.
Real Estate

ENVIRONMENT

Lake refl ections rise as
Intrepid Cusheon Lake 
Carollers make their debut
Dec. 18 carolling event 

brings lake health and 

culture into focus

BY JOHN BORST 
“Okay. Let’s go,” someone 

said. 
We fi ve, calling ourselves the 

Intrepid Carollers of Cusheon 
Lake, had met on the Satur-
day before Christmas with the 
avowed purpose of carolling 
from the lake. 

We had been watching the 
rain all morning and each of us 
came with the question, “Are we 
really doing this?” 

The call to action stirred us to 
put on layers of warm clothes, 
rain gear and life jackets. I con-
nected the battery heated socks 
given to me during a Christmas 
past. We trudged down to the 
lake and launched the canoes. 
With paddles and song books 
we set off.

The lake was overcast with 
dark grey clouds and the rain 
pelted the surface with little 
spreading circles. At the sec-
ond house, we were met by two 
friends of ours standing on their 
deck waving to our rendition of 
Deck the Halls. I know some-
thing of their lives — the fact 
that they had been trying to sell 
their beautiful house and gar-
dens. I looked around the lake at 
the houses among the trees and 
thought about the residents. 

Each had moved to the lake for 
its peace and quiet and the wild-
life. How had they made their 
way to the lake? I had immigrat-
ed from the States in 1975 and 
my partner, originating from the 
Manchester area of England, 
had lived in Africa for more than 
a decade of her life. What are the 
stories of the other lake dwellers? 
A map of their travels and deci-
sions would criss-cross Canada, 
North America and many other 
countries, each with their own 
unique story. 

What skills do the lake resi-
dents bring with them? I know 
a part of the answer. We have 
teachers here, a potter, carpen-
ters and builders, nurses, a stock 
analyst, a dancer and yogist, 
poets, outdoor outfitters, gar-
deners, farmers, ferry workers, 
entrepreneurs, social workers 
and child care specialists. A rich 

assortment of skills developed 
in a thriving society, all united 
by place and time. What other 
skills populate the lake or will 
move here in the future? What 
skills will we need in a changing 
world?

As we sang the refrain to Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing, a fl ight 
of buffleheads streaked by 10 
feet over our heads. The lake is 
their resting place and refuelling 
depot. How many generations 
of ducks have visited the lake on 
their way north or south? There 
is no one to tell the lake’s ancient 
history. It must be puzzled out 
from science.

The lake’s birth was from a 
glacier on its way from Mounts 
Belcher and Maxwell to the sea. 
It must have been much deeper 
than it is today with sediments 
washing down Blackburn Creek 
for thousands of years, fi lling it 
to its current depth of 27 feet. 
I imagine the uninterrupted 
forest ringing the lake, the fi res 
that sporadically blackened the 
green hills and the sound of axes 
and chain saws in the 19th and 

20th centuries clearing sections 
of the forest. 

The lake’s recent history is 
related through stories told to 
the children of early lake res-
idents. The farm at the south 
end of the lake was at the end 
of a very long driveway that had 
been a logging road and even-
tually became Cusheon Lake 
Road. After the war, small cab-
ins for war veterans popped up 
along this driveway next to the 
lake. From the ‘50s, I have heard 
stories of residents at Cusheon 
Lake Resort taking a short cut 
across the lake in their cars on 
the winter ice. And now, the lake 
shore is dotted with the homes 
of those we have come to ser-
enade. 

And what of the lake’s future? 
After all, the future is history 
that has yet to happen. As our 
summers get hotter and longer 
and the fall and spring storms 
become more intense, how will 
the lake and the forest change? 
Will the fi sh survive the warm-
er lake temperatures? Will the 
trees survive the longer, drier 
summers? Will the heavier rains 
wash ever increasing amounts 
of sediment into the lake? How 
many more homes will be built 
in the watershed and what sto-
ries and skills will the new res-
idents bring with them? Time 
will tell, turning the future into 
history.

I looked into the water. The 
green algae that was in the lake 
at the end of the summer has 
disappeared, washed down 
Cusheon Creek by the fall rains 
restoring the lake’s health and 
setting the stage for a new circle 
of life. 

The rain has finally stopped 
and the lake is mirror-like dis-
turbed only by the circles left 
by a fi sh jumping out of the lake 
to test the air. We, all sung out, 
pulled the canoes up on shore 
and headed into the warm living 
room of the resort. We congratu-
lated ourselves, and, while sip-
ping mulled wine and munching 
on Christmas cookies, declared 
that the Intrepid Carollers of 
Cusheon Lake will make a repeat 
performance next year.

The above is one in a series 
of On the Lake columns about 
island lakes contributed by vari-
ous local writers. 

ON THELAKE

As our summers 

get hotter and 

longer and the fall 

and spring storms 

become more 

intense, how will 

the lake and the

forest change?
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H  ngsHoliday Greetings

PETER TONY

GAIL

FRANK

LORRAINE

ERIN

RICK

KIM

EVA

ELIZABETH

CLAUDIA

SEANPAULA
KAYE

TAO
AMY

DERRICK JASON

C O M M U N I T Y  N EU R  C W

SUSAN
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CASH BONUS500 $

ON CIVIC, ACCORD & CR-V

¥

The new2011Civic The new2011Accord

SPECIAL EDITION
Presenting the 2011CR-V

248 $ 4.9%@
£#

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $2,552 DOWN ON APPROVED CREDIT 
INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI 

MSRP $20,975

LEASE FOR/APR

Enriched style and utility 
for families on the move.

CIVIC MODELS AVAILABLE AS LOW AS $16,385
INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI

2011 Civic SE
model FAIE6BJX

2011 Accord SE
model CP2E6BE

2011 CR-V LX 4WD
model RE4H3BEY

328 $ 4.9%@
£#

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $2,774 DOWN ON APPROVED CREDIT 
INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI 

MSRP $26,340

LEASE FOR/APR

328 $ 3.9%@
£#

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $3,797 DOWN ON APPROVED CREDIT 
INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI 

MSRP $29,880

LEASE FOR/APR

BOXINGWEEK
SPECIALS!

ENDS JAN.3RD!

Bringhome a

EXCLUSIVE

TOLL FREE 1-800-673-9276
Trans Canada Hwy, Duncan - beside the Forest Museum

DiscoveryHonda.com
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