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CALL GAIL, SEAN OR ELIZABETH IF YOU
SEE NEWS HAPPENING - 250-537-9933

TIERNEY’S= NEWSBEAT

FIRE DEPARTMENT

WHOLESALE LTD.

“PAPER & PACKAGING
PRODUCTS”

Supplying your business
needs for: bakery, café,
cleaning, food service, grocery,
hotel, institutional, retail,
restroom, shipping & more!
Custom print &
biodegradable products.

www.tierneyswholesale.com
Locally owned & operated

District urged to
revise tax methods

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A representative of Salt
Spring’s largest commercial
property holder has been asked
to get more support for his
demand that the fire district

250-538-0111

reduce the tax burden on island
businesses caused by its budget
policies.

“The more weight there is

over 5900 10U v

phis year 3107

behind the proposal the better,”
said fire board chair Michael
Schubart in response to a pre-
sentation made by Mouat’s
Trading Co. Ltd. president Kevin
Bell at Monday evening’s trust-
ees’ meeting. “I would hesitate
to institute change based on
one person.”

But Bell said the fire district’s
operating budget, which has
risen from $850,000 in 2005 to
$2.4 million in 2011, is threat-
ening the viability of the island’s
commercial sector.

“A lot of these businesses are
sort of living hand to mouth
and I don’'t want to see us lose
this diversity,” Bell told trustees
on Monday.

“These are huge [budget]
numbers and I want to see you
rein in these costs.”

Bell'scomments follow upon
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PAGE B4

a November letter to trustees
in which he outlines that the
proportion of tax on his com-
pany’s 10 commercial prop-
erties that goes towards the
fire district exceeds insurance
costs he would have to pay if
the island had no fire protec-
tion service.

“If there was no fire protec-
tion on Salt Spring, Mouat’s
insurance premium would
increase by $7,000 per year. This
is substantially less than the
$21,000 we, and by extension
our 35 tenants, are currently
paying the SSFD,” Bell writes in
his letter to fire trustees dated
Now. 23.

Bell supplied trustees with
an email from his insurance
provider that confirms his find-
ings.

He considers the prospect
of continued budget increases
“unsustainable” from a busi-
ness perspective.

“We cannot afford what I see
in the [fire district’s 10-year]
strategic plan,” he told trustees.

“I don’t know where it's going
to end and I am afraid of where
itis going to end.”

Bell called upon trustees to
seriously reconsider expens-
es laid out in the fire district’s
$2.4-million 2011 budget. He'd
like to see an immediate hir-
ing freeze on new staff, revision

CRIME

Salt Spring man charged with fraud

of the district’s strategic plan
and “a transition from a ‘prop-
erty class’ tax methodology to
a more equitable ‘parcel tax’
process.”

Altering the level of taxes
paid by commercial properties,
however, could have an impact
on taxes paid by residential
property owners, Schubart
noted.

“Most of the real estate on
this island is under residential
class and I would doubt resi-
dents would like to see their
taxes go up so your taxes can go
down,” he said.

“I sympathize with your posi-
tion, but you're in business and
sometimes you lose and some-
times you win in business.”

Schubart noted that three fire
district board members own
business properties and are
subject to commercial property
taxes. Commercial property
owners on Salt Spring and other
unincorporated rural areas pay
approximately 2.45 times the
residential rate. Taxation rates
for improvement districts such
as the Salt Spring Island Fire
Protection District are deter-
mined by the province.

Trustee Mary Gillies, who is
among the board’s three busi-
ness owners, spoke of the need
for representatives from agen-
cies like the Islands Trust, the

I'm dreaming of
a white christmas

50% off teeth whitening” If you've been thinking about
getting your teeth whitened, why not put it on your Christmas
Wish List this year? Tell Santa that we have gift certificates available
with this special offer until January 1st! We offer a no charge
cosmetic evaluation for anyone interested in improving their smile.

We have a
smile for you.

giveus a
call, today.

537-1400

-

#does not include xrays or any preliminary procedures

visit our website for more information: www.haydendentistry.com

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre
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Next court appearance
Jan. 4

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Spring resident John Greg-
ory Paterson has been released
from police custody in Vancouver,
where he was charged with nine
counts of fraud and stock market
manipulation.

Members of the RCMP’s federal
Integrated Market Enforcement
Team arrested Paterson at his
Dogwood Lane home on Saturday,
Dec. 18 and flew him to Vancou-
ver in advance of a court appear-
ance on Monday, Const. Michael
McLaughlin said.

McLaughlin said Paterson was
released on bail early Monday eve-
ning. The RCMP is anticipating
the next step in the criminal pro-
ceedings, with an upcoming court
appearance set for Jan. 4.

“Our package is complete,”
McLaughlin said.

“It is done and we have noth-
ing further to put into the already
massive disclosure package.”

Paterson is a geologist and a
founder of the Vancouver-based
mining exploration company
Southwestern Resources Corp.,
a publicly traded company that
was listed on the Toronto Stock
Exchange.

The 60-year-old, who made mil-
lions of dollars from a gold claim

Fire expenditures unsustainable: Bell

Capital Regional District, the
Chamber of Commerce and the
fire district to meet and discuss
issues of common concern.

“Taxation is totally crip-
pling,” she said. “We need to get
together and discuss the eco-
nomics of the village.”

Trustee Ron Chamney, serv-
ingin his first year on the board,
noted that the budget processis
“difficult and hard to track.” He
said the board has considered
Bell’s concerns.

“You have been heard,” he
said. “You can take a deep
breath and feel some reassur-
ance.”

Chamney said any deci-
sion to alter the budget will be
conducted in the interests of
protecting the community and
fire department staff and vol-
unteers.

“It comes down to the safety
of the public and of firefighters
and that cannot be compro-
mised,” he said.

Bell, who confirmed his
support for a well-trained and
well-equipped fire department,
took exception to the board’s
request for more support from
the island’s commercial taxpay-
ers.

“A valid point should be
enough,” he said. “I shouldn’t
need to get 10 people or what-
ever the number is.”

in China, was charged with five
counts of fraud over $5,000, two
counts of fraud on the stock mar-
ket, one count of publishing false
statements to induce persons to
become shareholders of a com-
pany and one count of publishing
false statements to deceive share-
holders of a company.

A three-year investigation
leading up to the arrest involved
gathering more than 30,000 docu-
ments, which had to be translated
to electronic files and then linked.

“It was a huge operation, cer-
tainly,” McLaughlin said, adding
that amassing the information was
akin to inventing a separate inter-
net for the case.

FRAUD CHARGES continued on A3

Are you living on income
from your investments?

Avre they tax efficient?
Call a trusted local professional!
Martin Hoogerdyk, crp

Investment Advisor
Manulife Securities Incorporated, Member CIPF

tel: 250-537-1730

Wenife Seourtes & e bock dsig e regsered senioe mars &

Grace Point Square
martin.hoogerdyk@manulifesecurities.ca

www.manulifesecurities.ca

rate marks of The Manufacturers L Insurance Company & are use

M Manulife Securities

MANULIFE SECURITIES INCORPORATED

by s afles ncuding e

What would happen to
your financial situation

if you were stricken with a

life threatening illness?

Critical Illness Insurance can help!

SALT SPRING

Mafalda
Hoogerdyk, EPC

INSURANCE

Grace Point Square Tel: 250.537.1730 mafalda@saltspringinsurance.ca

For more infurmatiun and rates -

SERVICES INSURANCE BROKER

\W\W\‘.saltspringinsurance.ca
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Newsbheat

Heads up!

Christmas Day Dinner
Saturday, DECEMBER 25
Meaden Hall. Doors at 11:30 a.m.

CHRISTMAS

Holiday investigation gets to root of tree debate

To trim or not to trim

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Talk to any of the Girl Guides or Boy Scouts selling trees
in Ganges this week and there’s little doubt which side
comes out on top of the annual contest that pits real
trees versus their artificial brethren.

The lot outside Windsor Plywood has experienced
brisk sales as countless islanders reach for the tradition,
authenticity and aroma of a freshly cut Christmas tree.

Those who fear the harvest of young pines, spruce and
firs in the prime of their woodsy youth will only worsen
the planet’s dire environmental future can rest assured
that even Greenpeace acknowledges them as the clear-
cut eco-friendly winners.

Linda Gilkeson, the Salt Spring Island Conservancy’s
executive director, said the island-based non-profit
hasn’t come out with an official position on the matter,
but falls strongly towards supporting real trees.

While an artificial tree might last between five and 10
years, it’s often travelled more than 10,000 kilometres
to reach your home and has been manufactured in an
energy-intensive process that involves a toxic slough of
metals and plastic derivatives.

Conversely, most of the trees that end up in the homes
of Salt Spring Islanders, she said, are grown right here
on island tree farms or cut by licensed harvesters on BC
Hydro property.

When she’s around long enough during the holiday
season to justify a tree of her own, Gilkeson takes to her
own front yard.

“Personally, when I do take a tree, I take one on my
property where the power lines are,” she said. “These are
going to have come down anyway.”

In other years, circumstances can dictate what is and
isn't appropriate.

“It depends largely on wherever you are and where the
tree comes from,” she said.

One year, for example, while living in Montreal, Gil-
keson used a gigantic potted rosemary bush to celebrate
the holiday.

Aromatic indeed.

Every year, approximately 900,000 trees are harvested
from tree farms across British Columbia. The purchase
of a real Christmas tree helps local farmers and is lucra-
tive for non-profit organizations, like our own Scouts

REAL TREES

Pros:

- Real trees are naturally biodegradable and carbon
neutral

- Trees bought from local tree farms support local
agriculture

» Nothing says Christmas like the smell of a freshly
Ccut tree

Cons:

- Water and sweep, repeat for a month

- Cats appear to prefer knocking down the real thing

- Heated family debates in frosty parking lots/trees
farms about which tree is the ideal tree

ARTIFICIAL TREES

Pros:

- Artificial trees can last up to 10 years

- Newer models are often made with recycled or
recyclable materials

No worries about tossing heirloom tree decorations
into the chipper come January

Cons:

- Most trees are shipped thousands of kilometres
before they reach your living room

- Most end up getting shipped to the landfill

- The smell of plastic and rubber clashes with short-
bread and eggnog

and Guides, who get a cut from every sale.

Before you haul that faithful old plastic impostor to
the transfer station, however, it’s worth considering that
the artificial tree receives redemption from an unlikely
source.

In at least some circumstances anyway.

It might seem unusual for someone who’s in the busi-
ness of selling real trees to step out and claim that artifi-
cial trees can be justified.

Things get even more bizarre when Chris Schmah,

“[An artificial tree] only meets the minimum

requirements.”

CHRIS SCHMAH
Owner, Foxglove Farm and Garden Supply

owner of Foxglove Farm and Garden Supply, tells you
he’s got a fake tree standing proudly in his shop.

In a commercial display, where a tree can sometimes
go up in early November, he said, a real tree simply
doesn’t have the endurance needed to make it into Janu-
ary.

When it comes to his own home, however, it’s all about
the real thing.

“You can argue it from every angle possible, but a
real tree is part of the tradition of Christmas. Each tree’s
fragrance is unique and we always compare it to years
prior,” he said.

“With artificial trees, you pull it out of the box and the
obligation is done. It only meets the minimum require-
ments.”

Even David Griffiths, manager of Home Hardware,
admits to having struggled with sales of the artificial
trees on display at his Ganges store.

“We’ve hardly sold any,” he said, adding that shop-
pers’ Christmas spirit appears to neglect a yearning for
artificial trees.

From a business perspective, it can be argued that
selling artificial trees, which can last for up to a decade,
can saturate demand for the product in no time.

Griffiths admits to having one real and one artificial
tree.

The fake, he said, is a result of a last-minute Christmas
Eve-effort to find a tree.

He was desperate.

Griffiths noted that artificial trees are ideal for people
who choose not to handle the mess and the fuss of put-
ting up a real tree. He said many of his older customers,
who live in assisted living units or face mobility issues,
choose artificial for the ease and convenience factor.

“They’re basically a 10-year tree. It’s something you
don’t replace,” he said.

And it’s a good thing, because he’s still got plenty in
stock, he added.

Island man released on bail News briefs

FRAUD CHARGES

For the record

weather,” such as sub-zero tempera-

continued from A2

The IMET investigation began on July
20, 2007, when it received a complaint that
Southwestern had published false reports
of its findings at a gold mine in the People’s
Republic of China, which it was developing as
the Boka Project.

The investigation alleges that Paterson pur-
posely increased Southwestern’s share price
by inflating gold assay results on the Boka
Project. He reported these promising but false
figures in a series of news releases issued by
the company from 2003 to 2007.

On July 19, 2007, a month after Paterson’s
resignation, the company announced that
there were errors in previously reported assay
results for its Boka Project and withdrew all
of its previously disclosed results for the proj-

ect. The resulting sell-off of shares in South-
western led to an estimated one-day market
capitalization loss in excess of $153 million,
according to the British Columbia Securities
Commission.

Paterson has already faced an investigation
by the BCSC and admitted to charges of fraud
and insider trading for a settlement deal. The
commission reported in June 2009 that as a
result of the settlement, Paterson was per-
manently banned from trading in securities,
acting as a director or engaging in any trading
activities. He is also banned from preparing
mining disclosures for investment purposes.

According to the Vancouver Province, Pater-
son and a group of defendants had previously
paid about $15.5 million to settle a class-action
lawsuit related to the fraud with shareholders
in Southwestern Resources Corp., finalized in
September 2008.

Fisheries and Oceans Canada has
reported it has no intention of divesting
Fulford, Vesuvius and Burgoyne docks at
this time, contrary to a suggestion made
by electoral area director Garth Hendren
in a story about Fernwood Dock in the
Dec. 1 issue of the Driftwood.

Also, in a Dec. 8 photo cutline, Gerry
Munneke was incorrectly identified in a
photo from the Transitions store.

Shelter open
through Christmas

The Community Services In From the
Cold shelter will be open on Christmas Eve
and Christmas night this week, even if tem-
peratures don't dip to the freezing mark.

The shelter is only funded for “extreme

tures, freezing rain or other hazardous
weather conditions. However, said Cher-
yl Bell-Gadsby of Community Services,
“We have decided to open because we
know so many of our regular homeless
people will have nowhere to go.”

Frosty disappears

A Maliview Drive family is hoping the
Christmas spirit will arrive in the heart
of a thieving grinch who stole a seven-
foot snowman known as Frosty on the
weekend.

According to Salt Spring police, the
Grinch had to crawl under a catamaran
that was lit up in order to untie the snow-
man and steal him from the property’s
seasonal display. The family would like
to see Frosty returned to his home in
time for Christmas.
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VISIT OUR NEW, MODERN FACILITY

"Wene Cellar

ON PREMISES WINE AND BEER MAKING

131 PRICE ROAD - 250931 1963
TUES. - SAT. 12:30 - 4:30 OR BY APPT.
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RECYCLING

Free Styrofoam, soft plastic recycling announced

Rainbow Road depot adds service

BY PETER GRANT
RECYCLING DEPOT MANAGER

The Salt Spring Island Recycling Depot on Rainbow Road
is ever-evolving. Sometimes you see the changes — some-
times you don’t. The latest developments are the results
of much behind-the-scenes planning culminating in the
announcement of the acceptance of a couple of “hard to
recycle” items.

Soft plastic and expanded polystyrene (or EPS) will be
accepted free of charge as of Jan. 4. While the depot did
accept soft plastic for about five years, it had been discon-
tinued when complications arose within the plastic mar-
kets. We have been loath to consider charging for these two
items as they have no weight in small amounts and asking
people to save up and store large amounts at home seems
unfair.

We are always trying to make recycling relatively easy for
our fellow islanders while still maintaining a high level of
quality in our material.

The California EPA estimates the actual cost of recycling
expanded polystyrene at over $3,000 per ton, and one can
only imagine what a ton of Styrofoam might look like —
Mount Everest, maybe? EPS is 90 per cent air, so it makes
no sense to ship it with all that air and processors want to
receive it compacted since their space is limited.

The depot will accumulate approximately 40 cubic yards
of Styrofoam, and then with the aid of the Nanaimo Recy-
cling Exchange, bring in their new trailer-mounted Styro-

"‘@Merry Christmas and *?
Happy New Year!

Bins of Styrofoam at the Nanaimo Recycling Exchange.

foam compacting unit (sponsored by Mid-Island Co-op
and CIPA). The compacted material will then be delivered
to Merlin Plastics in Vancouver.

Finally, a great way to get rid of all that bulky, white pack-
aging foam, meat trays, clamshells, disposable hot liquid
cups, plates and other EPS products instead of sending it
to the landfill! There will be no charge for bringing either of
these materials to the depot.

All we ask is that soft plastic be the stretchy kind - not the
kind that is noisy when crumpled, and not be a compound
of foil etc. The BIG request is, keep it CLEAN, free of decals
and food residue.

ENVIRONMENT

Oil spill a ‘major threat’ to region: Trust

Avideoclipofthemachineinactioncanbeviewed at: www.
facebook.com/video/video.php?v=10150109523136145

In other depot news, EPR — Extended Producer Respon-
sibility — Stewardship legislation has been changing the
way many items at the depot are handled.

While some — such as the “Productcare” items (paint,
pesticides, poisons and flammable liquids as well as
fluorescent light bulbs and tubes) have been a plus for
all involved —some schemes have yet to work out the
kinks.

The depot has been accepting electronic waste, plastic
and fibre dairy containers, household batteries and tires,
for example, without receiving any compensation. We are
hoping that this will change as the idea of EPR is to put the
financial burden of collecting and recycling on the industry
producing the material.

One interesting EPR scheduled in the next few years is
“packaging.” It is anticipated that this will cover a multitude
of materials including Styrofoam.

The recycling depot is operated by Salt Spring Island
Community Services.

In the New Year we will also be making the donation
option easier with a “donation drop” on site. Many clients
are already donating their refundable beverage containers.
This is truly appreciated and goes a long way to help cover
costs of dealing with some of the other materials.

The depot is regularly open Tuesday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (The depot will be closed Dec. 24,
re-opening Dec. 28.)

-—

CLOSED
Fri. Dec. 24
RE-OPENING
Jan. 4, 2011

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT

122 Upper Ganges Rd. at
the head of Ganges Harbour - Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm

Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.
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Salish Sea leaders call
for bilateral marine
safety update

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The heads of the Islands
Trust and San Juan County
Council want the federal gov-
ernment to work alongside
the U.S. and Canadian coast
guard on a strategy to mini-
mize the impact of an oil spill
in the Salish Sea.

“A major oil spill is a very
real threat in the busy water-
ways of the Salish Sea,” reads
part of a three-page letter
cosigned by chair Sheila Mal-
colmson of the Islands Trust
and San Juan County Chair
Richard Fralick.

“0il spills do not stop at
international boundaries, and
a major spill anywhere in the
Salish Sea would be extremely
damaging both environmen-
tally and economically.”

The Dec. 17 letter is
addressed to coast guard offi-
cials in both Canada and the
United States along with fed-
eral Transport Minister Chuck
Strahl and Environment Min-
ister John Baird.

Malcolmson and Fralick ask
that funds and resources be
allocated to support a bilat-
eral review of marine safety
standards to help streamline
and co-ordinate internation-
al co-operation if there is a
spill.

Considering data from
2009, cargo and tank vessels
made approximately 10,000
transits through the waters
of Puget Sound, the Strait of
Georgia, Haro Strait, Rosario
Strait and the Strait of Juan
de Fuca.

Malcolmson and Fralick
note that traffic is bound
to increase as Canada and
British Columbia push to
increase trade through the
Pacific Gateway project.

“Not only are oil spill risks

increasing with the grow-
ing number of ships in our
region but the likelihood of
a large spill is also going up
as vessels increase in size,”
write Malcolmson and Fral-
ick.

“As two of the local govern-
ments for the islands of the
Salish Sea, we are extremely
concerned about the oil spill
risks presented by marine
shipping in the area and the
poor state of readiness to
respond to a major spill in
the Salish Sea,” write Fralick
and Malcolmson.

The Salish Sea’s geographic
and marine conditions could
make clean-up of any spill
especially difficult. Accord-
ing to the letter, respond-
ers would likely be unable
to contain or recover more
than five to 10 per cent of any
spilled oil.

“The communities and
ecosystems of the Salish Sea
are depending on your lead-
ership,” the letter concludes.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
INDEED

A LITTLE GIFT

SAVE UP TO 20% ON
OUR YUMMY CHOCOLATE STOCKING STUFFERS
(WHILE THEY LAST)
FROM ALL OF US TO ALL OF YOU

ENJOY

NATUREWORKS

GETTING BACK TO BASICS SINCE 1977

HOLIDAY HOURS

MONDAY TO THURSDAY 9AM TO 6PM
FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY WE ARE SHUT
116 LOWER GANGES ROAD ACROSS FROM THE FIREHALL
250 537 2325

BC FERRIES

In defence of its shipping
policies, information on the
Port of Vancouver’s website
indicates the port has had no
navigational incidents involv-
ing oil tankers in 50 years of
operation.

All oil tankers calling in at
Vancouver are double hulled
and subject to strict inter-
national, national and port
authority standards that
include stringent training
requirements.

Tug escort and pilotage
rules and transit windows
are among measures adopt-
ed by the port’s authorities
to improve safety and iden-
tify risks before they become
disasters.

“With security measures
that meet or exceed North
American standards, the
Port of Vancouver has a well-
earned reputation as a secure,
safe and dependable place to
do business,” reads informa-
tion at www.portmetrovan-
couver.com.

Rough waters for Queen of Nanaimo return

Mechanical difficulties
delay weekend sailings

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

BC Ferries engineers were still
working to get the bugs out days
after the Queen of Nanaimo
returned from a major refit last
week.

“We are having some teeth-
ing problems with the refit since
bringing the ship back on Fri-
day,” BC Ferries media relations
director Deborah Marshall said
Monday.

“I know our engineers are
working really hard to rectify
that.”

On Friday morning the vessel
left Long Harbour terminal an
hour behind schedule for the
first run of its return to action.
By the time of its next scheduled
sailing out of Long Harbour, the
boat was running almost two
hours late.

Marshall said the main prob-

lem lay with the fire suppression
system. The heating system in
the passengers’ area was also
an issue.

Further difficulties were
encountered on Saturday morn-
ing when other mechanical
problems combined with heavy
winds to force cancellation of
the sailing scheduled to leave
Long Harbour at 6:30 a.m.

Marshall said the gyro com-
pass, which was worked on dur-
ing the refit as part of overall ser-
vicing of all bridge equipment,
needed to be calibrated by a
technician on Saturday morning.

A separate issue arose with a
bow thruster, which Marshall
said is necessary for driving into
the wind.

The bow thruster was over-
hauled during the refit and the
batteries were replaced, but on
Saturday, Marshall said, “a con-
trol issue cropped up, which the
engineers addressed.”

Cancellation of the route’s
stop at Sturdies Bay on Mon-

day was due to extreme weather,
Marshall said.

Passengers travelling on
the Queen of Nanaimo today
(Dec. 22) and on Dec. 29 and
30 should be aware of potential
delays, according to a service
advisory bulletin. The vessel will
be refuelled at Tsawwassen on
those dates prior to the 10:10
sailing.

Marshall explained the vessel
normally refuels in Long Har-
bour on Saturday nights, but this
year’s calendar means Christmas
Day and New Year’s Day both fall
on a Saturday.

BC Ferries stated in the bul-
letin the refuelling process takes
approximately 40 minutes to
complete, but the company “will
make every effort to minimize
the impact of this fuelling and
apologizes for any inconve-
nience.”

Passengers are advised to
check http://www.bcferries.
com/bcfservicenotices for up to
date information.
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PARCreins inlocal dog walkers

Canines turfed from Portlock
and Centennial parks

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWQOD STAFF

A Salt Spring Island dog owner feels like
she’s received the short end of the stick
after learning that regulations prohibit
her and her dog from using Portlock and
Centennial parks.

“The SPCA says I have to walk my dog
every day,” said Becca Dekker, an island
resident who used to walk her dog Benji
around the Portlock oval twice a week.
“Now I can’t take him to the park, I can’t
take him to the beach and if I walk along
the side of the road I could get killed.”

“I could understand if the dog
was pooping on the fields, but
if a dog is on a leash and under
control, | think it should be

allowed.”

BECCA DEKKER
Dog walker

While starting out on one of her walks
last week, Dekker discovered several large
“no dogs allowed” signs posted in and
around Portlock Park.

“T could understand if the dog was
pooping on the fields, but if a dog is on a
leash and under control, I think it should
be allowed,” she said. “We're going to get
cabin fever.”

Dekker said the park is the ideal spot for
her and Benji to take a stroll given that it
offers a safe and pleasant environment.
Beniji, a basset hound-blacklab cross, tends
to get overexcited and out of control when
he meets fellow dogs at other designated
dog-walking spots like Duck Creek Park.

frankly scarlet
jewellery

Grace Point Square 537-9500
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David Waddington
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537-0854

Specializing In Small Business 105-B Hereford Ave)

Becca Dekker and Benji.

Unfortunately, not all dog owners are as
responsible as Dekker and that’s caused
quite a stink among some of the park’s
other users.

The island’s Parks and Recreation Com-
mission had the signs installed at Port-
lock and Centennial parks as a result of
dog owners’ failure to clean up after their
pets, according to Kees Ruurs, PARC’s
general manager.

In spite of a longstanding Capital
Regional District bylaw that excludes
dogs from the Portlock Park playing fields
and playground, Ruurs said, canines
have generally been permitted on the
track so long as owners don't leave a mess
behind.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

“We’ve decided that the rules have
to be enforced,” he said. “Enough is
enough.”

A similar situation has played out in
Centennial Park, where well-concealed
turds have stained more than the occa-
sional picnic or Frisbee match, Ruurs
added.

He said dog owners and their pets can
choose to walk at Duck Creek or Mouat
parks and the soon-to-be-completed dog
park in front of the Rainbow Road Pool
complex.

Dog owners caught with their pets in
Centennial or Portlock parks are subject
to minimum fines of $50, according to
CRD Bylaw No. 2930.

Hafpy Hildays

to our clients, friends, members and community.
All the best for 2011!
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CAMPAIGNS

Conservancy nearing
goal in Musgrave deal

Tax receipts available for greenbelt

contributions

The Salt Spring Island Conservancy has been
inundated with pledges and donations since the
launch of its campaign to purchase and protect a
320-acre property along Musgrave Road last week.

“The campaign is doing really well,” said Linda
Gilkeson, the conservancy’s executive director.

Despite the strong start, the island’s preeminent
conservation group requires another push to reach
the $235,000 needed to buy the $2.6-million prop-
erty.

Conservancy staff and volunteers spent most of
2010 working diligently to secure approximately
91 per cent of the property’s cost from the Nature
Conservancy of Canada, the B.C. Nature Federation
and private donors.

Gilkeson said it’s imperative that people come
through with pledges and continue to spread
awareness about the project.

“There’s pledges and then there’s money,” Gil-
keson said.

The deal will preserve an extensive swath of for-
est land next to the Capital Regional District’s Mill
Farm Regional Park Reserve. Once purchased, the
lot will link existing parklands and result in a nearly
6,000-acre greenbelt. The deal represents the larg-
est property acquisition campaign in the conser-
vancy’s 16-year history.

Contributions of cash or equities can be made by
following the links at www.saltspringconservancy.
ca or calling the conservancy office at 250-538-
0318.

Potential donors have until Dec. 31 to receive a
valid 2010 tax receipt.

Gilkeson said she will have an update, including
a total amount of funds raised, by early January.

“We're so close,” she said.
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HOME OUT OF RANGE: AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING SERIES

Salt Spring resident 'and
contractor Norm Elliott on
the site of the stalled Norton

Road project.

Assessing attordability
— according to CMHC

It’s crucial to realize that from its
inception in 2003, the Norton Road
proposal was never intended as a
purely market-driven project.

Trustees’ decision to rezone seven
acres of agricultural land to permit
construction of 26 housing units
was based largely on assurances
these units would help alleviate the
island’s desperate shortage of non-
market housing for islanders.

In Elliott’s own words, the project
was specifically conceived as a kind
of Brinkworthy for the 20-, 30-, and
40-something set.

Based on discussions held as part
of the housing agreement negotia-
tions for Norton Road back in 2008,
trustees demanded that affordability
of the units be consistent with the
Canada Mortgage and Housing Cor-
poration standards of affordability.

According to the CMHC'’s stan-
dards in 2008, “an expenditure of 30
per cent or less of gross income on
shelter costs is deemed to be afford-
able.”

Shelter costs for homeowners,
the CMHC states, include mortgage
payments, property taxes, utilities
and any strata fees.

Affordability in the Norton Road
context required that units be afford-
able for modest income earners.
That means residents with incomes
estimated at between 80 and 120 per
cent of the 2008 median Salt Spring
family income of $63,817.

Considering those figures, modest
income earners of between $50,000
and $75,000 would need to spend
no more than between $15,000
and $22,500 per year on total shel-
ter costs for a Norton Road unit in
order for the homes to be consid-
ered affordable under the CMHC
guidelines and deemed acceptable
under the conditions set out by the
Islands Trust.

Given that the Norton Road
units could have sold for between
$225,000 and $235,000 (based on the
developer’s 2010 cost projections), it
turns out they would have failed to
address their intended recipients.

Information made available
through a 2004 housing survey and
republished in 2009’s Phase I of
the Islands Trust’s Housing Needs
Assessment states that only 10 per
cent of island renters would qualify
for a mortgage of over $150,000 and
only half of those could afford pay-
ments on a mortgage of $180,000.

“Of those who could afford these
mortgages, only about half had suf-
ficient funds to make the down-pay-
ment,” reads the report.

“Given that there is no housing
available under $200,000 [includ-
ing units proposed in the Norton
Road project], it is likely that very
few renters will be able to enter
the homeownership market in the
foreseeable future,” the report con-
cludes.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

@ Could afford to buy
Could not afford to buy

source: Salt Spring Housing Needs
Assessment Phase 1(2009)

Only 25 per cent of the 604
homeowners questioned as part of the
island’s 2004 homeowner survey (the
most recent available) said they could
afford to purchase the home they were
currently living in based on current land
values.

75%

25%

"A match of housing stock to Salt Spring’s current family composition and income profile would yield
amedian average [affordable] purchase price of $196,500."
- Salt Spring Housing Needs Assessment Phase 1 (2009)

» FOURTH IN A SERIES OF STORIES

Development dilemma
stalls Norton Road
housing project

Private sector housing
project highlights public
concerns

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF
n the more than a half century
he’s spent as a contractor and
self-made construction mag-
nate, Norm Elliott has over-
seen plenty of massive projects
across Western Canada.

His main contracting company, based
out of Delta, completes anywhere between
$60- and $100-million worth of projects in
an average year.

Pick any sector of Canada’s economy and
odds are good that Elliott and his crews
have built a building to contain it.

Forestry, sports and recreation, aviation,
mining, trucking, oil and gas are the bread
and butter of Elliott’s Permasteel brand.

His latest projects include a major
upgrade to the Vancouver International
Airport for the 2010 Winter Games and
completion of a massive new shipping ter-
minal along the Fraser River.

In Elliott’s world, putting up buildings as
large as 80,000 or 100,000 square feet are
just another day at the office.

But Elliott’s passion for construction
doesn’t begin and end with the steel behe-
moths Permasteel has erected across B.C.
and Alberta; he’s also dot-
ted the landscape with
smaller industrial facili-
ties, churches, extended-
care facilities and modest
residential projects.

In spite of his success in
completing projects across
such a wide spectrum of
industries, however, it’s
one of the residential proj-
ects he proposed to build
right here on Salt Spring
Island that has proven the
most irritating thorn in Elliott’s career.

Elliott proposed a 26-unit affordable
housing project back in 2003 as a way to
give back to the island.

“I'm a contractor and, being well off, I
figured ‘what could I do for the commu-
nity?’” he said during a recent interview.

The goal was to give young island fami-
lies a “Brinkworthy-like opportunity” to
enter the housing market and get on with
being constructive members of the com-
munity.

“The idea was starter homes between
1,050 and 1,250 square feet which would be
two and three bedrooms,” he said. “These
would be small but functional slab-on-
grade units.”

Elliott and his team had organized
financing through Islands Savings for units
priced at roughly $225,000.

“It had a really warm and fuzzy feeling,”
he said.

Elliott had even satisfied any project’s
biggest concern: the neighbours. The sev-
en-acre site of the proposed Norton Road
project is pretty much in Elliott’s front
yard.

After investing nearly $285,000 in the
Norton Road proposal, getting the rezon-
ing application to third reading, the pro-
cess stopped in late 2008.

According to Elliott, it all came down to a
high-stakes battle over who would control
the development.

“They wanted to control it,” he said.

“They” refers to the Islands Trust, the
island’s land-use authority and the main

“It had a really
warm and

fuzzy feeling.”

NORM ELLIOTT
Norton Road housing
proponent

source of Elliott’s frustration for the multi-
year struggle for the Norton Road project.

“With the travelling I do in Canada and
the United States and with offices in two
provinces, if you and I want to buy a lot
and develop it and we go through in accor-
dance with the bylaws and the National
Building Code of Canada and signed and
sealed drawings by LEEDS architects and
our engineers, we get a permit. Period,” he
said. “There’s a formula. It’s like baking a
cake — but here, no, they want their finger
in the cake.”

What Elliott perceived as a need for con-
trol, Islands Trust trustee George Ehring
and former-trustee Peter Lamb perceived
as a responsibility to preserve affordabil-
ity.

Without adequate measures to preserve
affordability, the ultimate non-monetary
cost to rezone land and offer Elliott the
opportunity to benefit from the sale of a
26-unit housing development was simply
too high, trustees argued back in 2008.

“If you compute those numbers and it
turns out that no teacher, no nurse, no
RCMP officer, no extremely well-paid
Islands Trust planner could afford to buy
a house, then we are sort of barking up
the wrong tree,” said Ehring in a Drift-
wood article about the Norton Road pre-
dicament back in October 2008. “At some
point, I really would like to see the num-
bers produced that say, ‘this is the income,
this is the affordability factor and these
homes can be built and sold for this num-
ber.’ That’s the thing that is
missing.”

Trustees eventually
decided to have staff work
with the applicant to
resolve outstanding issues
and bring a housing agree-
ment to completion.

The minutes from the
Nov. 6, 2008 meeting pro-
vide a curt summary of
how things turned out:

“Planner Starke spoke to
her report. The applicant was not present.
It was unclear how this report will advance
a decision and it was determined to defer
consideration.”

The gap between trustees’ interest to
ensure affordability and a developer’s
desire to complete a project on time and
on budget are, according to Elliott, a phe-
nomenon unique to the island.

“In a place like Ladner, there’s develop-
ment going on all over the place,” he said.
“We do a development like the [Norton
Road project] and sell it out. Once it’s sold
it’s over. You pay the money, we make a
few bucks and we’re gone and you're the
owner and it’s your Goddamn problem.

“You pay your strata fees and that’s nor-
mal living in most parts of the country.”

But not here, he adds.

When questioned about the provin-
cial government’s creation of the Islands
Trust in 1974 to preserve and protect the
islands’ unique natural beauty for genera-
tions to come — to avoid turning places
like Salt Spring and the other Gulf Islands
into a mirror image of the Lower Main-
land — he said: “This isn’t Jasper, Alberta”
he said. “Why not protect the people that
live here and serve the people that live
here?

“The end result is that you can’t build
anditforcesthe prices of existingbuildings
up. It’s the law of supply and demand.”

As prices outpace incomes, he said, “We
lose the soul of the community, the guts of
the island and the passion.”
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Trust gets climate action plan primer

Salt Spring trustee outlines
island actions to reduce GHGs

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

Trustees from other Trust islands
were impressed earlier this month
after hearing an update about the
Salt Spring Climate Action Council
and the list of community activities
undertaken to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions in recent years.

“We're a little speck on the planet,”
said SSCAC chair Christine Torgrim-
son during a Dec. 8 presentation in
Victoria, “but I see us as the little
community that could. We’re plant-
ing trees, making pathways, making
sure local products are in stores on
the island, building climate-friendly
buildings . . . it’s a very inspiring and
encouraging hub of activity.”

Torgrimsonreported that Salt Spring
had been successful in holding its
GHG emissions at 2002 levels, which
was a goal of the Salt Spring Energy
Strategy, the first island-wide project
that focused attention on reducing
GHGs locally.

“Transportation was really the key
to our early success,” she said. “ICBC
says we have about 1,000 more light
vehicles now than we did in 2002 —
meaning hybrids, Smart cars and
electrics — and islanders are driving
less.”

HOMELESSNESS

The well-used bus system intro-
duced in 2008 was another contribut-
ing factor and GHGs actually dropped
slightly between 2007 and 2010, she
said.

Torgrimson outlined SSCAC mem-
bership, which includes representa-
tion from the Islands Trust, Capital
Regional District, Salt Spring Trans-
portation Commission, Salt Spring
Water Council, Salt Spring Agricul-
tural Alliance, Salt Spring Chamber
of Commerce, Island Pathways, Salt
Spring Conservancy, Earth Festival
Society, Transition Salt Spring and
the Institute for Sustainability Educa-
tion and Action, plus five members
at large representing groups such as
schools.

“I think this is the kind of partner-
ship that local government can ignite
to actually achieve the GHG reduc-
tion targets embedded in our official
community plans,” she said.

Salt Spring’s OCP goal is to reduce
emissions by 15 per cent by the year
2015, 40 per cent by 2020 and 85 per
cent by 2050.

“We know we’re at the beginning
here,” said Torgrimson.

“We have to keep supporting this.
It's something that’s going to go on for
years and years.”

Torgrimson said the climate action
plan being drafted by the council
aims to reduce emissions in areas of
transportation, food and agriculture,

“We’re planting trees,
making pathways, making
sure local products are in
stores on the island, building
climate-friendly buildings
...it'saveryinspiring and

encouraging hub of activity.”

CHRISTINE TORGRIMSON
Islands Trustee

homes, businesses and institutions,
individual and government actions,
land use and conservation, and local
renewable energy, with the first two
areas being most important.

An initial draft of the climate action
plan should be done by late Janu-
ary 2011, followed by a “community
engagement process” launched in
February or March.

Following receipt of broad public
input, it’s hoped the plan will be com-
pleted by April.

SSICS seeks solutions for onsite campers

Ethical dilemma

arises from leniency

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Spring’s need for housing
is perhaps nowhere as visible as
at the very steps of the island’s
Community Services offices.

Ahomeless manwho’s made
a camp under the main build-
ing’s stairs has been joined by
at least three other people as
staff’s unofficial decision to
look the other way has pro-
duced unintended results.

“It started with one person,”
said Salt Spring Island Com-
munity Services director Rob
Grant.

“We knew his context and
his situation and were plan-
ning around that, but in hind-
sight, that opened the door.”

SSICS’ policy is not to allow
anyone to stay on site, but that
didn’t prevent an additional
person from erecting a tent
on the property last week.
Grant said using the existing
facilities as the emergency
shelter has probably allowed
homeless people to view the

grounds as a place to stay.

The situation tends to esca-
late as more people join in to
form a critical mass, Grant
said, noting similar problems
in Fulford and at the United
Church in the past.

“As soon as there’s a group,
anyone who’s walking by there
is going to think, ‘There’s a
welcoming place.””

Staff are sensitive to other
Community Services clients
and building users, at least
one of whom has expressed
feeling uncomfortable enter-
ing the building with a group

of people smoking and drink-
ing right beneath the stairs.

Buton the other hand, social
workers working to shelter the
homeless aren'’t in the busi-
ness of ejecting people with
force, either.

“We’re not going to turf
someone right off the prop-
erty without knowing where
they’re going,” Grant said.

SSICS staff are currently
working on solutions to find
better housing options for the
colony under the stairs. The
person with the tent has found
another safe place to camp.
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CANADA POST

Christmas holiday packages
overwhelm Ganges post office

No candidates in sight for
retail outlet

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD

Employees at the Ganges post
office are putting a heroic effort into
dealing with holiday traffic that may
be four times higher than their regu-
lar work load.

The season normally amounts to
double the volume of mail passing
through, according to Lillian Salch-
ner, Canada Post manager of media
and community affairs. But the Gan-
ges office is seeing twice that again
due to the closing of the retail counter
formerly located at Country Grocer.

Salt Spring resident Richard Dick
spent three periods of 45 minutes
each waiting for service last week.
On Wednesday morning there was a
line of 10 people before the doors had
opened; 10 minutes after opening,
the number had increased to 17.

“There’s no good time to go,” Dick
said.

“It’s slow all the time there now —
you always, always wait.”

Salchner said Canada Post contin-
ues to look for a retail business as a
replacement dealer for Country Gro-

cer, but so far no one has offered to
take it on. To alleviate holiday lineups,
the company has adjusted staffing to
cover peak hours and brought in an
additional person for Saturdays.

But Dick believes Canada Post
should be doing more to advertise
faster methods such as its “mailers”
package program, in which special
boxes and the postage are paid up
front.

“You pay first and then stuff it with
as much stuff as you want — it doesn't
matter the weight,” Dick said.

“You just fill out the slip and drop it
in the mail.”

Salchner also noted options for
simple matters like stamps, which
can be bought as singles at Harbour
Foods Market and the Vesuvius Café.
Books of stamps are available at gro-
cery stores and Pharmasave.

As for rumours that the Fulford
post office might close down, Salch-
ner said there are changes to staffing
hours coming, but no changes to cus-
tomer hours.

“Customers will not feel the impact
at all,” she promised.

Any retail business owner in Gan-
ges interested in applying to be a
postal dealer can call Ruby Regts at
604-662-1606, ext. 21511.
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Thank you Salt Spring for all your support
and patronage during our opening yeatr.

We are thankful for a successful and award winning year!
Wishing you all the very best in 2011.
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Gold - Newspaper Promotion Award -“Owner’s Manual”/ Bronze - Best Overall Newspaper

Gold - Best Special Publication - "AQUA - Gulf Islands Living”
Gold - Best Photo Essay Award -"Day in the Life"

Bronze - Best Special Section - "Derrick Lundy Retrospective”
Bronze - Best Sports Photo - "John Cameron - Slugger”
2010 BC and Yukon Community Newspapers Association Awards

Gold - Best Overall Newspaper / Silver - Best Editorial Page / Silver- Best Front Page 2009 WINNER
Silver - Best Special Section - AQUA “Gulf Islands Living” CCNA BETTER

Silver - Best In-House Ad Campaign -“Owners' Manual” NEWSPAPERS

Bronze - Best Community Service -“Residents Card Program” COMPETITION

Association Awards

2010 Canadian C y N
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OpInion

EDITORIAL

Standards
of opinion

s a member of the

media, the Driftwood

will always speak on
he side of protecting

open debate.

We will also never view publicly expressed criti-
cism of public figures’ decisions and behaviour
to be a heinous thing, regardless of the issue or
individuals in question. Democratic tradition holds
that as soon as taxpayers’ money is involved in
any enterprise, the public has a right to demand
accountability for how that money is spent and to
question the methods of those doing the spending.
Some people do a better job than others of
raising concern about public issues without being
hurtful or trying to incite a riot. It's unfortunate
that not everyone who chooses to make their
views known does so in the most tempered and
eloquent of language, whether by choice or due to
their skill levels in the communications field.
Then there’s the questionable choice of at least
one island resident to
criticize local politi-
cal activities without
attaching a name to his
or her opinions and to
go for the jugular via
an anonymous website

THE ISSUE:

Political discourse

WE SAY:

Personal and by posting a video

e that portrays Salt Spring
QCCOU ntabil Ity trustee George Ehring as
Important Hitler.

This individual’s
submissions don't meet
the community standard of any publication
anywhere, so they clearly feel they’ve had to go
it alone and will deal with the personal fall-out
when their identity ultimately becomes more
widely known.

For a newspaper or other media outlet, it’s a
balancing act to ensure concerns are not sup-
pressed while also heeding Canada’s libel laws
and not knowingly perpetrating falsehoods. That
does not mean every statement of opinion that
is expressed should be backed up by a string of
“facts.” Ground-truthing an opinion is just not
possible — and demands for that kind of standard
to be applied before anything is published are
ridiculous.

When someone with an opinion expresses
it through a news story or a letter to the editor,
they're accepting the responsibility that comes
with that act by having their name attached. They
may face a direct challenge by others both in print
or other form of media or on the street, or they
may be warmly praised by people of like mind.

The Driftwood is happy to provide that forum,
for better or for worse, with the identities of con-
tributors clearly shown and both vulnerable and
accountable to the entire community.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Drittwood

Published every Wednesday by Driftwood Publishing Ltd.
328 Lower Ganges Rd,, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3
Phone: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613 Toll Free: 1-877-537-9934

Should dogs be banned from Portlock Park?

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Community healing, one person at a time

BY WAYNE FRASER
Consider the following scenario: A crime is
committed resulting in criminal charges being

VIEWPOINT

suffered as a result of the offence, and finally
they agree on a plan for the offender to repair the

laid. The offender must pay the penalty society
deems appropriate.

Often the penalty is jail time, fines, or some combina-
tion of the two, and a criminal record that can restrict their
freedom indefinably. Once in the legal system, the youth or
adult offender’s life is changed.

As a result of this “due process” of law, what learning
experience does the offender get?

Jails are often viewed as training grounds for
further crime.

What about the victim, who is often left angry
and traumatized? Will they ever feel safe again?

What has due process done for our com-
munities? Increasingly overcrowded jails and
severely backlogged court rooms do not reflect
well on our current justice system.

Local police are often the ones taken to task for
not ridding the streets of drug dealers and crime,
yet they are kept busy re-arresting the same folks
repeatedly only to have them back on the streets
because our legal system deems it too expensive to prosecute
and/or trials can take years to make it to the docket.

Now imagine living in a community where volunteers
facilitate meetings between offenders and those they have
harmed. Offenders meet face to face with their victims,
explaining why and how they committed their offence.

Victims get to ask why: Why me? Why did you do this ter-
rible thing?

Both parties provide a thorough sharing of consequences
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Victims get to ask
why: ‘Why me?
Why did you do
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damage done to the victim.

When the reparation is completed the issue is
brought to an end. This is a process of healing and positive
growth for all involved.

Restorative Justice is not about “going easy” on offend-
ers.

There is nothing easy about sitting down with someone
you have harmed, making amends in front of your peers,
discussing the unintended consequences of your
actions, then agreeing on a plan to make things
right.

I challenge anyone who has caused harm to
others to voluntarily go through this process.

In fact, would it not be refreshing if we all did
this when mistakes are made? Restorative Jus-
tice is about community healing one person at
a time.

The Salt Spring Restorative Justice Program

this terrible thing?’ provides such a service and has been doing so

since 1998.

The majority of our cases are referred from the
police when both the victim and offender voluntarily agree
to this alternative process. Referrals also come from the
schools and citizens at large.

If you would like to participate in the Salt Spring Restor-
ative Justice Program, please contact us at tossy@telus.net,
Wayne Fraser, 250-537-4953; Mary Richardson, 250-537-
8707, or Robert Campsall, 250-537-1066.

The writer is a SSI Restorative Justice volunteer.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“Taxation is totally crippling . . . We need to get together

and discuss the economics of the village.”
MARY GILLIES, FIRE TRUSTEE + BUSINESS OWNER

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: What puts you in the Christmas spirit?

TAI WHELON

Snow (if there is any).

LIAM JOHNSTON

Nothing.

DEIRDRE TESSMANN

Smelling cut greenery. It
makes me feel like a kid again.

we’re going to have a green
Christmas.

(BANANA) JOE CLEMENTE JACOB MULDER
Looking through palm fronds Egg nog really puts me in the
at the ocean and knowing Christmas spirit.

Letters to the editor

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

Democracy
atrisk

Salt Spring: we have a
problem.

Civil discourse in our
community is under siege.
The recent growth of angry
personal attacks threatens
to destroy the commonal-
ity that connects us all as
islanders.

Over many months, we
have been subjected to
increasingly inflammato-
ry rhetoric whether in Tea
Party rallies, web postings
or newspaper diatribes.

Until a few days ago, the
Islanders for Self-Govern-
ment website had links to
an anti-Trust Nazi video
posted in two different plac-
es on their site. This video
had been linked on the ISG
site (by two separate post-
ers promoting the video) for
some time.

The ISG web manager(s)
may not have initiated these
posts but, if that is the case,
they did fail to monitor
their very active site allow-
ing these links to appear for
over a week.

The Nazi video not only
personally attacks trustees,
but Salt Spring’s own offi-
cial community plan, land
use bylaw, the Salt Spring
Conservancy, various indi-
viduals who have written in
support of the Trust, Robert
Bateman, etc.

The hate-filled dialogue is
peppered with the obscene
“t” word, total falsehoods
and even has a statement
referencing a death threat
i.e. calling for aBowen coun-
cillor’s “head on a pike.”

This is hardly a debate
about forms of governance!
Such venomous rants are
injecting a dangerous toxic-
ity into the human fabric
of our community. Allow-

ing vicious personal attacks
and ridicule as a method
of addressing differences
of opinion stifles reasoned
debate.

Many of our neighbours
will no longer speak at
meetings nor write letters
in fear of being personally
vilified.

We may disagree with
a specific decision of our
elected representatives, but
to subject them to hostile,
personal abuse puts our
very democracy at risk.

Can our community
survive in a mob mental-
ity that promotes bullying
and seems to be envision-
ing governance by intimi-
dation?

Salt Spring: we have a
problem. It is time we raise
the level of public debate
and restore respectful, fact-
based, solution-oriented
comments from individu-
als, groups and definitely

members of the print and
web media. Our community
would be far better served.

SHARON MCCOLLOUGH,
SALT SPRING

Bitter debate

There is a politically moti-
vated YouTube video mak-
ing the email rounds on
the island. You could say it
has gone viral based on the
number of hits to the web-
site the last few days.

At first viewing the video
does what it was intended
to do . . . make you laugh
at George Ehring. Then for
me, it made me think just
how inappropriate this kind
of humour is.

As a former islands trust-
ee, I have been the brunt of
many political attacks and
jokes and gawd knows what
else. Thave stood in George’s
shoes, so to speak.

As a political attack, I

think this video crosses a
line. It goes too far. No mat-
ter how much you may dis-
agree with George and his
politics, or how much you
dislike him . . . no politi-
cian deserves to be attacked
in such a way. Not even
George.

Think about it . . . would
you run for local politics to
fill one of the three posi-
tions we have if you felt you
would be attacked in such a
manner?

There will be an election
in less than a year and, as a
community, we are going
to want credible and hard-
working candidates to put
their names forward to
run.

Do you think anyone is
going to consider running
for office if they are going
to be made the brunt of
these types of nasty politi-
cal jokes?

I have been experiencing

some disillusionment with
Salt Spring Island lately,
particularly over our inabil-
ity as a community to come
together over the topic of
governance.

We are adults, many of us
have university educations,
professional careers and
we care . . . yet some of us
choose to act like school
yard bullies and thugs.

Why can’t we talk about
governance without attack-
ing one another? What are
we so afraid of?

There is a saying that
“the truth will set you free”
. . . maybe we need to stop
squabbling and get to work
on seeking this truth so our
community can be set free
from this bitter debate that
is tearing our community
apart at the seams.

KIMBERLY LINEGER,
FORMER SS TRUSTEE

MORE LETTERS continued on A10

Double-lined insulated chimneys one of Santa’s problems

#1 Arctic Way

North Pole.

Hi kids on Salt Spring,

This is Santa writing. I realize how unusu-
al it is to be reading a letter from Santa at
this time of the season. In the past, it has
been you sending me thousands of cards
and letters assuring me of how good you
have been all year, and reminding me of a
few things you would like me to drop off at
your house on the night of Christmas Eve.

Well kids, it’s been a tough year at the
North Pole. The worldwide economic slump
has had its trickle-down effect right here in
the frozen tundra, and even Santa has had
to cinch in his belt a couple of notches (no
easy task, let me tell you). To make matters
worse, the hole in the ozone layer, as well
as the rise of ocean levels from the melt-
ing icebergs (due to global warming), has
caused severe flooding in Santa’s workshop.
We may have to relocate to higher ground,
like Mount Everest!

As you can well imagine, the resulting
working conditions have created quite a
bit of resentment and unrest among the
elves. I have had to deal with incessant job
action such as assembly line slowdowns
and “work to rule” study sessions from
Local #8959 of the Elves Union. Now with
just a few more hours to go before depar-
ture, they are demanding to be paid shift
benefits and overtime. Whatever happened
to the good old days?

As if the elf issues weren't bad enough, I
also find myself having to deal with inquiries

from the SPCA regarding my
treatment of the reindeer.
HowwasItoknow there were
regulations in place all along
requiring me to licence them
and supply them with iden-
tification tags? Apparently, I
have also been negligent in

Shilo
Zylbergold

NOBODY ASKED ME BUT

great difficulty keeping up
with your demand for toys
and playthings. Even if the
elves don’t go on strike, we
may all have to “suck it in
a bit” and you may have to
settle for a little less from
Santa than you expected.

keeping up their veterinary
shots and vaccinations. As
it turns out, not only has Rudolph been
flying for years without a permit, but most
of the time he has actually been doing his
behind-the scenes work for me while out of
season! And now the Arctic Trust is piling on
old Santa by insisting that I have to bring my
sleigh into the Inspection Station to make
sure it meets all the safety and emission
standards. Heck, it may be a “beater” sleigh,
but it still gets Santa around.

As if I didn’t have enough problems
already, Mrs. Claus has really been on my
case lately on account of my more than
ample waistline (I guess the belt tighten-
ing only makes it look worse). She wants
me to drop 30 pounds and stay away from
the milk and cookies that you kindly leave
for me when I visit your house on the night
before Christmas. She may have a point
as recent changes to the building code on
Salt Spring are now enforcing double-lined
insulated chimneys which are making it
harder and harder for me to squeeze my
way down with my bag of presents. And get-
ting back up is a killer!

As 1 said earlier, we have been having

Luckily, the workshop has
become overstocked with
several items that have been discontinued
over the years and we would love to elimi-
nate...er...donate these items to your toy
collection.

We've got dumpsters and dumpsters full
of dolls that are past their prime. Perhaps
some of you may be willing to give up your
hopes for a Malibu Barbie Glam House
and instead enjoy hours of retro-fun with
a 1950ish “Chatty Cathy” (pull the string
on her back and she says things like “I like
Ike”). Or maybe you wouldn't mind having
a “Betsy Wetsy” doll (she cries real tears if
you don’t make her your Facebook friend).
Then there is “Tressie” (push her belly but-
ton and watch her hair grow) — she could
really use a leg waxing by now.

I'll tell you what kids, because you've
been so nice and not naughty all year, old
St. Nick is going to throw in some Cabbage
Patch Kids, Tickle Me Elmos and Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles on the condition that
you take a couple of Pee&Poo Plush Dolls
as well (they’'ve been mouldering away in
the workshop for a few seasons and they
simply MUST go! Although from the smell

in there, it seems some of them must have
“gone” already!)

I have to admit, kids, that I've been feel-
ing a little depressed after reading through
many of the requests you've been making of
me. Everybody, it seems, is only interested
in getting stuff for themselves. Every letter
is full of “me, me, ME.” Even all the elec-
tronic toys are all about the same theme:
iPods, iPhones, iMacs, iPads, etc. What
about thinking in terms of the word “us”?
The other day I got a little hopeful when
Mrs. Claus informed me that we were start-
ing to get a whole bunch of kids using the
word “we” in their letters. Imagine my dis-
appointment when I learned that they were
actually asking for the new Nintendo “Wii”
console for playing their electronic games.

Nobody asked Santa, but why do all these
games have to be so violent and full of
death and destruction? It doesn’t seem to
matter whether you're on Xbox, Game Cube
or Play Station, the games have names like
ThrillKill, Total Carnage, Carmageddon or
the ridiculously popular World of Warcraft
from Blizzard Entertainment. Whatever
happened to peace and good will? T sup-
pose a video game called “Joy to the World
3” isn't likely to make a huge dent in the
gaming market.

Well, that’s about all I have to say for
now, kids. I have to get back to making my
list and checking it twice. Remember this:
Christmas is not so much about what you
get as what you get rid of. Ho, ho, ho.

Signed, S. Claus
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Xmas

2 FOR 1 SALE
Nov. 30th - Dec. 31st

GULF ISLANDS OPTICAL
Lancer Bldg. 250-537-2648

APPLIANCE REPAIR
INSTALLATIONS
& SERVICING

Salt Spring Sears Warranty serviceman.
Authorized for repair of all ather makes of appliances.

Tm comce
Right

Hand
Man

250-537-0881
e: righthandman@telus.net

available

Peter
Andress

Fully Insured

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood
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MORE LETTERS
continued from A9

Work
together

It is very unfortunate
that an attempt to sti-
fle a recent town hall
meeting sponsored by
Islanders for Self-Gov-
ernment has created a
response such as the
nasty and inflamma-
tory “Ehring Bunker”
video that has been
circulating around Salt
Spring Island as of late.

Islanders for Self-
Government does not
condone this kind of
personal attack. More
importantly, ISG had
no part in creating this
video.

It is the mandate
of ISG to gather and
present as much infor-
mation as possible to
educate the people of
Salt Spring as to what
would be involved to
establish a munici-
pal government that
includes the Islands

/
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HOLIDAY HOURS
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FRIDAY SATURDAY
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349 Rainbow Road - 250-537-1200
The Recycling Depot is operated by SSI Community Services Society

Trust and operates
under its mandate.

Itis time for Islanders
for Self-Government
and the Islands Trust to
work together for the
future of this island.

KEN MARR,
FOR I1SG BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Overdue
mandate

In response to Peter
Lamb’s letter of last
week, it is unfortunate
that it was deemed
necessary to legislate
a code of ethical con-
duct between elected
officials of the Islands
Trust.

Nevertheless, it dem-
onstrates perfectly the
need to pass an equally
seemingly ridiculous
resolution: That the
elected officials dem-
onstrate an ethical code
of conduct, including
“respect and courtesy,”
not only to themselves,
but towards the gen-
eral Islands’ public. It
is obvious from Lamb’s
dismay at the negative
press that this mandate
is long overdue.

JAQUALINE ROUSSIN,
RAINBOW ROAD

Money lure

I would like to put a
word in edgewise onthe
“truth” du jour, it being
that we will, in the not
too distant future, get
better trustees than we
now get because, willy
nilly, we will pay them
more. (Dec. 15 “Value
for money” Driftwood
editorial.)

The higher pay-scale
was voted in by the
current trustees in a
show of selfishness and
resolve to improve the
quality of the breed.

More pay may attract
those who would do
it for money. But less
pay leaves the field to
those who would do it
because they care about

islands and islanders.

Iforonehave astrong
preference for those
who do it for pleasure
over those who would
do it for money.

TOM VARZELIOTIS,
BOOTH CANAL

Outrageous
portrayals

It looks like quite a
few people are under
the impression that our
trustees, perhaps the
Islands Trust in general,
is not as democratic as
it should be.

There may be some
legitimate reasons for
such concerns, but
recent portrayals of our
Trust government as
anti-democratic have
gotten pretty outra-
geous.

For instance, the edi-
torial of Dec. 8 argues
that both the politi-
cians who object to the
Wikileaks disclosures
and George Ehring
frown upon dissent
and would reduce the
political process to lit-
tle more than a public
relations campaign.

Woah! Comparing
George Ehring’s pro-
posed amendment to
the “standards of con-
duct” for trustees to
the way in which some
politicians are lashing
out in the wake of the
Wikileaks disclosure is
going too far. It would
take pages to fully
explain why that com-
parison is unwarrant-
ed; suffice it to say that
calls for assassinating
those responsible for
Wikileaks are not com-
parable to what George
Ehring was attempting
to accomplish with his
proposal.

As the Driftwood’s
Dec. 15 editorial points
out, our trustees are
working under “relent-
less public pressure.”
Some of that pressure
is downright nasty, as
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The 2011 AWD

FORESTER 2.5X
Lease Monthly Incomparably
rates payment | well-equipped
48 mos.,aslowas | for 48 mos. plus AWD from

49% 13329 1927945

*Model shown is a 2011 Forester 2.5X 5SMT (BJ1 X0) with MSRP of $27,945 including freight & PDI ($1,525), documentation fees ($395) and battery and tire tax ($30). License, taxes, insurance and registration extra. Lease offer valid
on new 2011 Forester 2.5X 5SMT (BJ1 X0) models. MSRP of $25,995. Payment of **329.13 /mo. based on a 24,000 kilometre per year lease with excess charge of $0.10/km. ***4.9% lease rate for a 48 mo. term with $3,600.00 down. Total
lease obligation is $15,798.24. The residual value at the end of term is $12,229.10. Freight & PDI ($1,525), documentation fees ($395), and Battery and Tire Tax ($30), are included in payment. Lease security deposit & PPSA included.
License, insurance, registration & taxes, extra. Financing and leasing programs available through Toyota Credit Canada Inc. on approved credit. 1500 Holiday Bonus offer applies only to lease, fi nance, or cash purchases for new
2011 Forester models. Dealers may sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. **/***/t0ffers valid until Jan. 4, 2011. See your local Subaru dealer or www.western.subarudealer.ca for complete details.

SAUNDERS SUBARU

Heated front seats are just one standard feature of the
2011 Forester. It comes loaded with incredible features that no other
small SUV offers for this price. That includes our 2.5L 170HP BOXER
engine and symmetrical All-Wheel Drive. But the list is much longer
than that. Come in and see for yourself at your Subaru refailer today.

SUBARU

Drop by today...
Coffee is always on!

DL#5032

1-888-849-3091 - 1784 Island Highway www.saunders.subarudealer.ca

many islanders know.
I feel we are very lucky
to have trustees of the
calibre of Christine Tor-
grimson and George
Ehring willing to take
on the job, in the face of
such nastiness.

By the way, if people
would like to express
their solidarity for the
22-year-old private,
Bradley Manning,
whosincebeingaccused
of leaking documents
to Wikileaks is being
held under conditions
qualified as “cruel and
inhumane,” check out
the Courage to Resist
website or contact me
for more information.

JAN SLAKOV,
SALT SPRING

Angry years

Recently, I came
across a clipping from
a July 24, 1966 article
by Bea Hamilton in Vic-
toria’s Islander maga-
zine called “Salt Spring
Island’s Angry 10 Years,”
describing the turbu-
lent decade of incor-
poration from 1873 to
1883 when the island
was, according to Ham-
ilton, “run by a council
of seven men, (it was
the men who started all
this so the ladies can
relax.)”

In the context of the
latest angry cycle of
whether to incorpo-
rate (incorporation was
proposed and defeated
againin 1966) itis a use-
ful exercise to go back
and revisit Hamilton’s
lively accounts of why
“those days were the
worst that the island
has ever been through”
and why islanders
ended up begging the
province to annul the
legislation that had
established the short-
lived municipality of
Salt Spring in 1883.

Here direct from the
past . . . and if this his-
torical account sounds
a little familiar, take
comfort from the fact
that history always
repeats itself.

“Salt Spring Island
wasboomingaccording
to references and with
all the prosperity, sev-
eral of the more ambi-
tious settlers began to
agitate for unification
of the island under a
municipal council. No
one had any coherent
plans but everyone
had his own idea . . ..
A handful of men now
got busy, got signatures
to a petition asking for
incorporation of the
island and finally got
themselves, the govern-
ment and the whole of
the island into civic dis-
putes of violent propor-
tions . . . It seemed that
as incorporation came
in, goodwill and the
peaceful tenor of the
island flew out. A radi-
cal division appeared
between residents
which boiled into furi-
ous arguments . . . The
climax came when the
hardworking farmers
discovered the council-
lorshad incurred a debt
of $300 — a huge sum
in those days — and the
burden of paying this
off fell on the shoulders
of the people. The only

comparatively calm
people seem to have
been the seven coun-
cilors who were sitting
pretty in their office . .
. From oldtimers mem-
ory, those 10 years were
something like living
on the edge of an active
volcano . .. Hard words,
followed by harder fists,
at times flew across the
island.”

Hamilton goes on to
cite a litany of disputes,
including allegations of
fraud during munici-
pal elections, petitions
and counter petitions,
assault, violations
against the Municipal
Actuntil finally on “May
12, 1883, the Corpora-
tion of the Township of
Salt Spring Island was
dissolved. From then
on, Salt Spring Island
was back to normal.”

BRIONY PENN,
CLARINDA ROAD

Shopping
local

About the expansion
of Mark’s Work Ware-
house — I read Jona-
than Yardley’s Dec. 8
Viewpoint defence of
his client, Mr. Aptek-
mann, and his decision
to expand his business.

Iunderstand that Mr.
A. has done everything
legally and that he has
the right to expand.
We all have rights to do
lots of things we often
choose not to do. For
instance, I have always
chosen to “shoplocally”
wherever I have lived
and I do it diligently on
Salt Spring, even when
inconvenient.

Mr. Aptekmann
just happens to own a
piece of property that
I call “The Face of Salt
Spring.” When new-
comers arrive at the
Saturday market, the
shops across the street
are the first they see
and the shops they
have seen over the
years are alluring and
charming. Now they
will see a store they can
see anywhere, Mark’s.
That, to me, does not
represent Salt Spring,
it represents corporate
Canada.

If Mr. A. needs office
space, why not locate it
behind the building and
leave space for real Salt
Spring businesses in the
front? He must know
how difficult it is for
small Salt Spring busi-
nesses to find space.
His decision to ignore
the strong opposition to
his plan indicates to me
a man who values his
business more than his
community.

I ran a business for 30
years. I know the temp-
tations between busi-
ness and community.
So Mr. A. has made his
choice and I have made
mine. Normally at this
time of year I buy lots of
clothes for my family at
Mark’s but no more. I no
longer consider Mark’s
as alocal business and I
shop locally. What next,
the parent company,
Canadian Tire?

LEEZEE PORTER,
SALT SPRING

LETTERS continued onA15
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Fill out a ballot at any participating
business, to win HOLIDAY CA$H!

[ Check these schedules inside the Gift Guide: Contest ClOSGS Dec 2 4th at 5pm
P o=

- Ganges Gift Wrap Centre : Winners announced in the Driftwood of Dec 29th.

. & his Elves!
Meet Sarﬁti 1 8 First Prize - $250 | Second Prize $150 | Third Prize - $100
« Shop Late : IN SALT SPRING CURRENCY

We'd like to wish EVERYONE
a very Merry Christmas and dll
the best for the new year.

Closed December 23rd to December 27th.
Tuesday, December 28th to
Friday December 31st, 10 am to 5 pm

Closed January 1st to January 3rd.

Back to regular winter hours on
Tuesday, January 4th.

“Thank you for shopping locally”

¢
S alt Spl'lng B O OkS Grace Point
104 McPhillips Avenue ¢ 250-537-2812 o5 os,g;;iroe 091

STARTS TODAY

5%- 70%:-

ALMOST EVERYTHING IN THE STORE

BOXING
DAY

BLOWOUT!

Save up to $6 per bottle
on selected wines!
One day only

Open
Christmas Day

12-6 and all day BOX'NG DAY c10AM-5PM
Boxing Day!
OLD SALTY .

GREETINGS - GIFTS - GOURMET « JEWELLERY
HOME DECOR - FASHION ACCESSORIES

OPEN 7 DAYS. LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
STORE 250.537.WINE (9463) BAR 250.537.9485

#108-149 FULFORD GANGES ROAD (across from Centennial Park at the water)
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HOLIDAY GIFTS <& BUDGET
NOTNUSTREORIKIDS

BOXING DAY
SALE

(w%t of the Woon

Uncommon Toys * Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30/Sun. 11-5 * 250-537-1966

50% OFF ALL CLOTHING

40% OFF ALL FOOTWEAR
AND ACCESSORIES Universal Gems

70% OFF SIDEWALK SALE RACKS Hea[ing Centre

Come and explore Universal Gems.
Please call for viewing.
We do by donation private
one on one healing please call for

Dec. 26th 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. private session.
Dec. 27th 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. saturd?;,(’};l."sgtfﬁg'&hfgl"éio p.m.

All welcome by donation.
If you just want to shop give a call
and 1 will open the studio.

Christina Surbey
167 Spring Gold Way
250-537-2407

Go up Rainbow Rd turn left on Juniper and

Aeroplan Points Ganges Village 250.537.5551 s into Spring Gold Way. Sign on Ieft ide.

Shop Late til 8! Thursday December 23rd

- Fill out a ballot at any participating business to win :

HOLIDAY CA$H!

Contest closes Dec 24th at 5pm.

Winners announced
in the Driftwood of Dec 29th.

* - FirstPrize - $250 | Second Prize $150 | Third Prize - $100 :

L]
.
. .
* 3 IN SALT SPRING CURRENCY ] .
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OPINION

MORE LETTERS
continued from A10

Veggie options

The Dec. 10 Weekender article
about what to make for Christ-
mas dinner was extraordinarily
meat focused.

I agree with Bruce Wood that
tofu turkey is an aberration of
nature. However, here are a few
vegetarian and vegan ideas: wal-
nut balls or loaf with rosemary
gravy; garlic mashed potatoes;
cabbage braised with walnut oil,
fennel, garlic, white wine vinegar
and hazelnuts; steamed Brus-
sels sprouts with nutmeg sauce
and an alarming amount of but-
ter; a bit of Moonstruck cheese;
Heather’s bread and veggie pate;
winter beer with ginger, nutmeg
and vanilla; gingerbread cake
with lemon sauce. Cheers!

WENDI GILSON,
SALT SPRING

Thou shalt
not steal

Last summer I was caught
shoplifting at the Country Gro-
cer. I know times are tough and
Christmas is right around the
corner, but I encourage you not
to steal. You will only harm your-
self and the retailer.

My hope is that my issue will
beresolved, and I can once again
be a customer.

There are resources for food

and meals on the island. You can
contact Community Services.
There are also ways to budget
and stretch supplies.

I am truly sorry for what I did
and I wish no one else to have
the experience. I want to thank
all who have met with me con-
cerning this matter.

I wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and the freedom to
shop legitimately.

NAME WITHHELD AS PART

OF RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
PROGRAM

Support for local
charities

As the year winds down,
I want to thank all those who
have contributed to the library’s
2010 Annual Giving Campaign.
We are now close to being able
to fund all the initiatives for
which we requested community
assistance though, frankly, a few
more gifts are still needed.

But whether it’s ArtSpring, the
conservancy, Lady Minto, the
library or any one of the many
other deserving Salt Spring chari-
ties to which you personally relate,
now is the time to help that organi-
zation. These are difficult financial
times for many of our neighbours,
but that's all the more reason that
those of us who can make an extra
effort to help do just that before
the end of the year.

STAN SHAPIRO, CHAIR
LIBRARY ANNUAL GIVING

Gross insult

The worst aspect of the infa-
mous Nazi video making the
rounds, previously linked from
the Islanders for Self-Government
website and now removed (after
how many days?), is not its attacks
on me personally, nor on other
supporters of the Islands Trust.
It is the fact that it debases and
belittles the horrible experience of
the real victims of the Nazis.

The Nazis began by publicly
humiliating German Jews and
stealing all their property. They
wrote the Nuremberg Laws to
sanction state discrimination
against them. They ghettoized the
Jews, horribly tormented them,
and starved them to death in
work camps. Finally, of course,
they engaged in a hideous geno-
cidal campaign to exterminate all
European Jews and managed to
murder six million innocent peo-
ple. At the same time, they also
went after intellectuals, commu-
nists, Roma peoples and homo-
sexuals.

To compare, in any possible
way, Salt Spring’s political scene
with the reality of that experience
is mind-numbingly stupid and a
gross insult to the victims of the
Holocaust and their descendants.

In truth, the video says little
about me, and lots about its cre-
ator and the people who think it’s
clever.

GEORGE EHRING,
SALT SPRING TRUSTEE

RANTS ... Roses

From Debbie and all the
staff at the Ganges post office
— thanks to everyone for their
patience and understanding
in recent weeks, and a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year
to all.

A carload full of exquisitely
fragrant Salt Spring roses to
Richard Murakami and his crew
for your helping hands, pro-
fessional expertise, kind hearts
and generous spirit at a time
of distress. This is the second
time you have bailed me out
of car trouble at short notice.
Others might take advantage of
the situation, but not you, Rich-
ard. You are an island treasure.
With deep gratitude, Ursula Liv-
ingston

A bouquet of purple baby
roses, children’s daisies and YA
lilies to Sue King. Fables Cottage
will be sorely missed. We wish
you health and happiness. The
YA Book Club

Christmas roses to all who
attended the community carol-
sing Carols for Christmastide at
All Saints’ Church. You raised $355

for the food bank! Many thanks.

A huge tropical bouquet for
Louise who was kind enough to
give me half her book of stamps
so I wouldn’t have to wait in a
huge line-up at the post office.
You saved me a lot of time and
your generosity was greatly
appreciated. Have a Merry
Christmas! Banana Joe

To the ambulance and crew
and first responder Bruce Pat-
terson, a big bouquet of thank-
yous for taking care of me during
that snowing early morning of
Nov. 20 at the south end. Merry
Christmas to all.

Dog Father’s of Fulford Har-
bour would like to thank every-
one for their support and dona-
tions during Merry Monday. We
would like to let everyone know
as an island and a community
that we were able to raise $671
through hot dogs for donations.

Origami roses to the patrons
of Admiral’s Specialty Foods.
Many of you have purchased the
Admiral’s shopping bags that
contribute to the Pamela Booth

Culinary Arts Scholarship. What
a souvenir of a store that’s been
bringing fine, “special” food to
the island . . . and, what a lov-
ing memory of the Sushi Queen,
Pamela.

Oink! Bruce! Sorry I ran away
on Friday night but I was afraid
you would turn me into crunchy
Alberta bacon. I shall return
ASAP Pig E. Bank

A roadside hedge of wild roses
for Peter of Windsor Plywood
and the Home Hardware staff,
who were so helpful when our
pipes froze and broke in Novem-
ber’s power outage and cold
spell. They managed to locate
and obtain the no longer com-
mon plumbing materials need-
ed for the repair. Service like
that is why we like to shop on
island. Tom and Annie

To the turkey man at Ruckle
Park: Please accept my apolo-
gies for the mix-up. I thought the
turkeys were self-serve. I left $30
at the farm stand. Sorry.

MORE R&R continued on A17

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

CLUB CALENDAR:
From left, Kaya Hunter,
Alex Vick and Becky
Mason sell copies of the
Salt Spring Pony Club’s
calendar.

When you need a lawyer
for quality representation...

Call Keith Oliver, BSc, LLB

Litigation:

+ Civil and Criminal

« Estate and Will disputes
* Real Estate Claims

« Construction, Lien claims

Keith Oliver

Since 1980,
at all levels of Court

Salt Spring Island: (250) 537-8511

Cell phone: 604-290-6375

KELLY -

Thoroughness -

MACDONALD
REALTY

SALT SPRING ISLAND

*Personal Real Estate Corporation

kellyr@saltspring.com
www.gulfislandsrealestate.com

IR

REGEN

Honesty - Excellence

Macdonald Realty Salt Spring Island
Phone 250.537.1201 -

Fax 250.537.2046
Toll Free 1.800.537.1201
170 Fulford-Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, British Columbia V8K 2T8

Kee

Smiling...

Thoughts & News

Keeping your

I saw an elderly lady the other day who had spent a lot of time,
effort and money over her life to keep her teeth. She was now
getting cavities in spite of her very good care. What was going on?

As we get older we tend to have less saliva to keep food moving.
We also tend to have gingival recession which means that the roots
of teeth become exposed. The root surfaces are far more prone to
decay than the enamel covered parts of the teeth.

Sometimes we get less dextrous and are not as able to clean our

teeth as effectively.

Some solutions that might help are... Drink lots of water
particularly after eating. Have regular hygiene appointments with
your dentist. Use a flouride mouth rinse.

For the lady | mentioned earlier we made a custom fluoride tray
and showed her how to use it at home. She will hopefully have her

teeth for a lifetme.

Please talk to your dentist about strategies for preventing tooth

decay as we get “less young."”

from Dr. Richard Hayden

teeth for a lifetime.

Our Services:

o Laser treatment for gum disease

e Alignment of crooked teeth

* Emergencies and pain relief

* Invisalign...invisible braces

¢ Surgical implants for rock solid teeth
* Dentures e Cosmetic dentistry

-

’ * Botox cosmetic

We have a smile for you!

199 Saltspring Way, Saltspring Island, V8K 2G2

250 537 1400

Visit our website: www.saltspringdentist.com

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre
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Best wishes
for Christmas

Tom Varzeliotis
www.alcy.ca

KI\\V J 1/  \ XX} ]

Purchase a machine...we’ll ship it
to Salt Spring— FREE !

1000s of notions
and threads
to choose from

New machines 31 79.

from
CHOOSE FROM

BERNINA®
PFAFF

SUNDAYS
11am-dpm
"TILCHRISTAIAS

€lna
SAWYER SEWING GENTRE 1.888.229.2266

www.sawyersewing.com 3400 Douglas St.
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Community: knit it together or rip it apart?

BY CHRISTINE
TORGRIMSON

Raised in a lively
small community, I've
long been aware of the
challenge of serving as
an elected official in a
rural place. It has been
a rude awakening,
however, to actually sit
in that hot seat on Salt
Spring.

One of the most fre-
quent comments [ hear
is “Idon’t know howyou
can endure the kind of
abuse that trustees get
on Salt Spring.” What
a sad commentary on
our community.

Our sole community
newspaper, the Drift-
wood plays a central
role in the island con-
versation, and it isn't
always constructive.
News articles, columns,
letters and editorials —

YOU ARE NOT ALONE
Mike Coleman

Criminal Defence Lawyer
Specializing in drug cases
(grow-ops, CDSA possession etc.)

Free initial consultation
(up to 1/2 hour)

COLEMAN FRASER PARCELLS

Lawyers

#202-58 Station St. Duncan, BC

HE BADDER YOU ARE...

THE BETTER THE GIFT!

STEVE DRANE
HARLEY-DAVIDSON.

2940 Ed Nixon Terrace, Victoria, BCV9B 0B2
250-475-1345

SteveDraneHarley.com | Sales@SteveDraneHarley.com

In
December
LATE ON
THURSDAYS
Til 9 pm

OPEN SUNDAYS
ALLYEAR!
11am-4pm

INDEPTH

sometimes incomplete,
slanted or inflamma-
tory — provide fodder
for shocking personal
attacks posted on the
community website
and e-mail list, as well
asnastygossip.I'vecho-
sen largely to stay out
of the fray, but think it’s
irresponsible to remain
silent, because of the
increasingly vicious
discourse and the mis-
information going viral
on the internet.

Particularly appall-
ing this past week was a
disgusting and profane
“Nazi” video attack on
trustee George Ehring,
also maligning me
and other community
members, which was
accessed by two links
posted by individuals
on the Islanders for Self
Government website.

ISG now disavows
the video as “nasty and
inflammatory,” but
they chose neither to
publicly distance them-
selves from the person
who posted this hate-
ful trash and thought it
was funny, or the cow-
ard who created the
video, which remains
on the internet.

A recent Driftwood
editorial added fuel to
the conflict over gov-
ernance. That divisive
editorial unfortunately
suggested that “half our
island’s population”
has a “top priority” of

“ensuring their luxuri-
ous lifestyles are kept
intact.”

And in the Dec. 15
Driftwood, the editor
printed a letter from
Norbert Schlenker that
demands correction.
The Driftwood contin-
ues to tarnish its repu-
tation by publishing
personal allegations
without confirming
their accuracy.

Mr. Schlenker says
that I recently “tried to
dissuade Peter Frinton
and Alison Morse from
speaking to anyone on
Salt Spring.” Had any-
one bothered to check
the facts, they would
have found that I have
had absolutely no writ-
ten or verbal commu-
nication with Bowen
trustee and munici-
pal councillor Alison
Morse about her recent
appearance here.

And my recent com-
munications with
Bowen municipal
councillor Peter Frin-
ton were initiated by
him. They included a
brief and respectful
explanation of my con-
cerns about his par-
ticipation in a program
sponsored by a group
decidedly on one side
of a conflict-ridden
community issue. It's
quite an exaggeration
to claim that I tried to
dissuade Mr. Frinton
from speaking to “any-
one” on Salt Spring.

Mr. Schlenker also
twists the truth when he
says the “trustees voted

to shut people up and
keep their electorate in
the dark” by supporting
a recent Trust Council
resolution. That resolu-
tion simply encourages
trustees to “consult” with
fellow trustees before
diving into community
conversations outside
their local Trust area. It
merely provides non-
binding, sensible com-
munications guidance,
and was supported by
the two Bowen trustees.

Some tend to forget
or don’t understand
that Salt Spring is one
of 13 local Trust areas,
with 26 trustees work-
ing side by side quarter-
ly to govern Trust-wide
land-use matters. Our
collegiality and mutual
respect support effec-
tive governance of our
islands’ community.
To encourage respect-
ful communication
is hardly an effort “to
muzzle off-islanders”
and “disrespect . . . free
speech,” as Mr. Schlen-
ker claims.

I am saddened by the
growing rancour about
the form of governance
in our community,
which unfortunately
too often descends into
poisonous communi-
cations and personal
attacks.

I remain disappoint-
ed that the province did
not support the gover-
nance review requested
by Salt Spring’s three
elected community
leaders. The ministry
firmly told us twice that

they would not fund or
support a study in this
term. We had worked
diligently to design a
problem-solving pro-
cess to engage the
community in a con-
structive dialogue to
help settle entrenched
conflicts. The minis-
try even told us not to
finance our own study,
as they would not con-
sider it legitimate.

The trustees con-
sequently turned our
full attention to and
are now completely
immersed in other
important community
business — affordable
housing, industrial
lands, potable water,
climate change, land
use planning applica-
tions, farming and food
issues, development
permit areas and other
matters. As a Driftwood
editorial reported last
week, we each work
more than full-time at
this all-consuming job.

During this holiday
season, I hope we will
all reflect on our words
and actions of the past
year and consider how
they have affected our
community well-being.
Let’s resolve to have
more perspective about
the intensity of our
judgments and quality
of our interactions. It’s
a small island, and we
can choose to knit our
community together or
continue to rip it apart.

The writer is an
islands trustee.

Pipeline proponents see smooth sailing

BY CHRIS GENOVALI
AND MISTY MACDUFFEE

This past week, Saanich-Gulf
Islands MP Gary Lunn asserted
that professionals should be
left to decide on tanker routes
for the Enbridge Northern
Gateway Project. We wonder if
Gary Lunn’s concern extends to
Enbridge or is it just limited to
the official opposition?

This past week also saw
Enbridge CEO Pat Daniel confi-
dently state that his company’s
pipeline and oil tanker scheme
“will get the green light from
Canada’s regulatory authorities.”
It would appear Daniel either
has a crystal ball or has insider
information that the fix is in at
the National Energy Board to
approve the Northern Gateway.

It is astonishing that Enbridge
would boldly predict victory in
the regulatory process when
the NEB’s Joint Review Panel for
Northern Gateway hasn’t fully
commenced. It not only smacks
of arrogance, but reveals a pro-
found disrespect for the public
interveners in the JRP, who are
operating under the assumption
that their concerns will be legiti-
mately examined in the federal
hearing. It does, however, sub-
stantiate the apprehension of
many British Columbians who
view the review process with a
jaundiced eye. That cynicism
will likely intensify as a result of
Daniel’s braggadocio.

While Lunn argues that “deci-
sions on the safety of supertank-
ers transporting oil through BC’s
northern waterways” should be

left to some vague, undefined
cadre of “professionals,” profes-
sional scientists at Raincoast
Conservation Foundation have
been analyzing the risk associat-
ed with Northern Gateway, pro-
ducing a comprehensive report
(What's at Stake: the cost of oil
on British Columbia’s priceless
coast) that is available for down-
load on the Raincoast website.

The marine approaches to the
coast of northern B.C. and the
port of Kitimat are a dangerous
coastline for ships. This area is
at least as dangerous as Prince
William Sound, where the Exxon
Valdez hit Bligh Reef in Valdez
Arm. An estimated 225 super-
tankers per year would enter
Kitimat to load approximately
318 million litres of oil for ship-
ment to American and Asian
markets.

More than 400,000 vessel
movements occur annually on
the B.C. coast, so it is not sur-
prising that accidents, including
collisions, groundings and fires
are common.

Should an accident occur off
the B.C. coast involving a large
ship, serious inadequacies in
response capabilities would
hinder rescue and containment
operations. The south coast,
for example, relies heavily on
the availability of American
rescue tugs based out of Wash-
ington state to respond to inci-
dents. Procedures between the
B.C. government and the fed-
eral government to coordinate
responses to large vessel inci-
dents are not well harmonized.

A November article by Post-
media News revealed that
according to an internal audit
“The Canadian Coast Guard
lacks the training, equipment
and management systems to
fulfill its duties to respond to off-
shore pollution incidents such
as oil spills . . . The audit paints
an alarming picture of an agen-
cy that would play a key role in
Canada’s response to a major
oil spill off the world’s longest
coastline.” The article also iden-
tifies the relatively paltry bud-
get of $9.8 million for the coast
guard’s environmental response
unit.

Economists have tried to pre-
dict the costs of oil spill clean up.
Globally, the cost to industry for
spill cleanup averages $16,000
US per tonne not including the
costs to restore habitat or repair
socio-economic damages to the
communities impacted.

In 2003, the cost of cleaning
up a 378,000-litre heavy fuel oil
spill in San Francisco Bay was an
estimated $93 million.

The Exxon Valdez spill was the
most expensive in history; the
true costs were estimated to be
$9.5 billion, of which only $2.5
billion were related to clean-up.
While Exxon-Mobil paid more
than $1 billion, U.S. taxpayers
ended up footing the bill for the
rest.

Chris Genovali is executive
director of Raincoast Conserva-
tion Foundation. Misty MacDuf-
fee is a conservation biologist
with Raincoast.
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PFLAG builds gay, lesbian resources

Library donation
includes new

In other positive
news for the group,
Simpson said PFLAG

has continued to build

bOOkS’ DVDs its membership over
the past year and now

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN has a private meeting
DRIFTWQOD STAFF place, which makes
People on Salt Spring people feel comfort-

will find a great deal
more information on
gay, lesbian and trans-
gender issues at the
local library with a gen-
erous new donation
from PFLAG.

Salt Spring’s group
for Parents and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays
has spent most of 2010
building up a collection
of books and DVDs that
address what it’s like to
have a nontraditional
sexual or gender orien-
tation. They officially
presented the collec-
tion to the library on
Monday morning.

The resources were
funded by a grant of
$1,500 from the Salt
Spring Foundation
awarded at the end of
last year. PFLAG was
happy to share the
benefits with the larger
community rather than
keeping them confined
to the group, member
Jill Simpson said.

“We thought the best
way to get it out there
and to give everybody
access to the informa-

From left, Brigitte Peter-Cherneff and Karen Hudson from the library, and Jill
Simpson, Wendy Judith Cutler and Bill Turner of PFLAG with some of the books
donated to the library by PFLAG thanks to a Salt Spring Foundation grant.

tion was to put it in the
library,” she said.

“We approached the
library and they were
only too thrilled to take
them.”

The resources were
carefully selected to
meet a broad cross-
section of issues and
age ranges. There are
picture books for kids,
including the lovely
fairy tale King and King,
which tells the story of
whom the prince finally
decides to marry. Pinky
and Rex and the Bully is

a “ready to read” chap-
ter book about a boy
whose favourite colour
is pink.

Other titles include
novels for teens and
adults, books of essays
on what it’s like to be
gay, and resources for
transgender people,
children of gay and les-
bian parents, and par-
ents of gay and lesbian
children.

“We made an effort
to be balanced and
make sure all the areas
and ages were covered,”

RANTS ... Roses

MORE R&R
continued from A15

Ahuge bouquet of “brand new” roses
to all the thoughtful people who bring us
all those yumnmy baked goods and treats
throughout the year and especially as
we near Christmas. It is truly appreci-
ated. The staff at the Recycling Depot

Ahuge bundle of mistletoe to Tim and
John of Island Star Video for their terrific
community spirit and generosity. Thank
you both for the warm fire, excellent hot
chocolate — complete with marshmal-
lows and holiday cookies — in honour
of the first annual Viva Voce Christmas
choir outdoor caroling event. What a
pleasant treat for the choir, Santa and
all of the “late” downtown shoppers. You
guys rock!

A tub of colourful inflated water lilies
to pool manager and swim teacher Jim
Raddysh, who nurtured my grandson’s
confidence and courage with a magical
combination of patience, kindness and
silliness. “Child honouring” in action.

A big bunch of Christmas roses to all
the wonderful volunteers who make
Thursday lunch for seniors at Seniors
possible. Have a happy Christmas and
stay well. You are needed. Thanks also
to Country Grocer for all their help. Joan
Dennis

Abouquet of poinsettias to my neigh-
bours, especially Gail and Melinda, the
ambulance drivers, Lady Minto emer-
gency room staff for their help last week.
Also thanks to Santa for a white Teddy
bear and cookies. Marilyn

A sleigh full of roses for Country Gro-
cer for their donation of food to the
middle school store. Have a good Merry
Christmas.

To the Salt Spring Folk Club and all the

folks attending Monday, Dec. 13’s event,
heartfelt copper roses. How warm and
welcoming you are and how beautiful is
Fulford Hall. And thank you for all your
generosity. From the folks at Copper
Kettle Community Partnership

Roses to Lady Minto Hospital for
finding my hearing aid and returning
it. Dick

Special fragrant roses from the Apple
Festival to our great volunteers making
up The Apple Team. They are so helpful,
knowledgeable and enthusiastic during
the Apple Festival. Visitors marvel at the
special treatment that they receive from
our volunteers and are caught up in
their apple enthusiasm. As Valdy says in
one of his songs, “Can't get this train over
the mountain without you.” Thank you.

Red fragrant roses to Country Grocer
for continuing (in an even better fash-
ion) the cash register tape redemption
program that is such a financial help
to many charities on the island. Pink
fragrant roses to all those customers
giving to Beaver Point Hall (#63) and
Fulford Hall (#11). Yellow fragrant roses
to everyone who donates to any charity
on Salt Spring.

An enormous bunch of assorted
roses— healthy, fit and trim — for Leslie
Wiens, personal trainer extraordinaire at
North End Fitness. They are being sent
by one of her clients, now approaching
77 but feeling far healthier than when he
started training with her some years ago.
You can exercise at home or at a gym
without a trainer but there is no substi-
tute for a customized program and con-
tinuous personal attention. Although
most of those who use Leslie’s services
are considerably younger, I would urge
more of my fellow seniors to make use of
apersonal trainer. After all, isn't it quality
of life and not just longevity that we are
after?

able.

“We've increased the
numbers at meetings.
That’s encouraging —
but we’d still like to
have more parents feel
comfortable in com-
ing,” Simpson said.

“We always have the
goal of building our
membership, and not
just parents but youth
as well, that might be
having a time of it.”

Formoreinformation
about meetings, email
pflagssi@live.com.

PHOTO BY CLORISA SIMPSON

Simpson observed.
PFLAG has also been
able to provide a DVD
package to Gulf Islands
Secondary School
through an outreach
program called Out in
the Schools. Simpson
said the GISS group Gay
Straight Alliance has
arranged for the Van-
couver-based program
to come and speak to
Grade 10 students sev-
eral times. The PFLAG
donation will make the
information available
there permanently.

5265 TRANS. CANADA HWY., DUNCAN

www.aquafunpools.ca

Our technicians
are on
Salt Spring every week

ORGANIC TURKEYS,
CHICKENS,
FRESH GEESE & DUCK

Please order early * Organic Meat

Great Selection of Specialty Foods
and Beautiful Gourmet Gift Ideas.

ADMIRAL'S SPECIALTY FOODS

& SUSHI BAR
250-537-5088 ¢ 146 Fulford-Ganges Road

CONGRATULATIONS

ON YOUR
RETIREMENT
CLAVDIA.

"If you get bored, you know you can call us

and hang out with us!"

It's been 20 years since Claudia French,
"Miss Moose Jaw" began working at the

Driftwood.

There's been lots of folks who have come
and gone in that time, and we actually tried
to figure it out - but realized Claudia was
the only one who would be able to compile

the names.

Claudia - you are known and loved by
countless numbers of Islanders.

So after December 30th, enjoy a break from
your full time duties, and we'll see you again
at vacation time, when you give us a hand

at the front counter!

- Your fellow Driftwoodians.

Driftwood

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960
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Recreation

GOT QUESTIONS...NEED
ANSWERS ON GOVERNANCE?

Check it out
www.islandgov.org

pomi&zdoro

\\:// -
pizza and more

CANUCK GAME DAYS

2 large 3-topping pizzas
hot wings and 6 sodas

ONLY $50 . 1sn

250.537.5660 pomodoropizza.ca

~ABCFerries
CURRENT SCHEDULE

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS / CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES

FULFORD - SWARTZ BAY
CURRENT SCHEDULE

Sept 26, 2010 - Mar 31, 2011

LEAVE FULFORD HARBOUR :  LEAVE SWARTZ BAY

\ Daily Except Sundays Daily except Dec 25
615am and Dec 25 & Jan 1 &Jan1

750 am Except Sundays 90
330am

Gulf Islands

secondary schoo

upcoming schedule of events

* Thursday, Dec 30 - ALUMNI GAMES 10:00 to 4:00
This years GISS Jr and Sr team members and GISS
Alumni will show their incredible basketball moves on
the 30th - challenging fo play, fun to watch - a great
way to spend holiday time. See you at the Court!

full schedule: www.gulfislandssecondary.ca/homeschedule.html

Meet the Team

Senior Team success. With five grade 11's on the
roster: Paul Jordan, Zack Kilbourn, Adrian Alonso,
Dain Swinburnson and Jordan Chien all have an
intense passion for basketball. And eight grade 12's:
Clay Upex, Ben Hunter, Marc Speiss, Kevan
Brown, Rhys Hardy, Steven Hardy, Ben Barter,
and Charlie Holmes bringing speed and strength
to the court. The Senior Boys Team have started the
season with success 1o build on, already they have
placed second in 2 out of 3 fournaments played.
Come out, cheer them on, and watch them play
some exciting basketball - on three "Go Scorpions'

Happy
Holidays!

Investors
Groupr

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

MARKUS WENZEL
(250) 653-9788

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Dialed in to a dual-suspension dream

Rising star seeks support
for Canada Cup 2011

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Dexter Robson has come a long way
since he used to cruise around Salt
Spring’s winding country roads and
backcountry trails on a barebones
hard tail.

“I just got the itch,” Robson said
during a recent interview about the
2011 mountain-biking circuit.

Thanks to plenty of support from
his father Lari, Robson began with an
interest in old-school mountain biking
videos and transformed his penchant
for riding into something close to a
full-time job.

PHOTOS BY ROB CRONIN
Dexter Robson, above and at right.

And he isn't finished yet.

“I want to eventually race on the
World Cup circuit,” he said. “I want to
earn a living off mountain biking.”

Thanks to a healthy thirst for adren-
aline and a strong set of cycling skills,
Robson has succeeded in getting
sponsorship deals with Outdoor Gear
Canada, Duncan’s Experience Cycling,
Faultline.tv, X-Fusion, Hygia and Bea-
ver Buzz.

That modest hard tail has long since
been replaced by a top-of-the-line,
dual-suspension marvel that can
handle all of the big air, tight turns
and constant punishment that today’s
competitors face on a daily basis.

At 18, Robson has already posted a
number of top-10 finishes at B.C. and
Vancouver Island cup events.

He’s toured throughout the region
and continues to rise steadily up the
ranks.

“I want to earn a living off

mountain biking.”

DEXTER ROBSON
Competitive mountain biker

What’s even more exciting is that
he’s even had a chance to star in some
mountain biking videos of his own.

When he isn’'t racing against some
of the best racers on the continent
in events across British Columbia,
Washington State and Oregon, Rob-
son can still be found tearing up the
track at mountain biking hot spots on
Salt Spring, the Sunshine Coast and at
Mount Prevost and Mount Tzouhalem
just outside of Duncan.

In the off-season, which usually runs
from the end of October until early
spring, Robson trains alongside other
island athletes under the guidance of
Sue Spencer at Gulf Islands Athletic
Training. He'll spend most of his time
working on endurance and improving
core strength until the start of the 2011
race season. That’s when the island’s
aspiring mountain-biking hero hopes
to propel his cycling prospects to new
heights at the Canada Cup at Mont
Saint Anne in Quebec this summer.

Despite support from his sponsors
and his family, Robson hasn't yet man-
aged to cash in on the full potential that
a solid mountain biking career can offer.

He’s at the point where he’s got
enough to cover transportation, equip-
ment and registration costs through-
out the West Coast circuit, but Robson
needs financial support to help him
raise nearly $2,000 to fly himself and
his bike to the Canada Cup in June.

Island residents can get more infor-
mation about Robson’s race to the top
by checking out his videos at www.
pinkbike.com/video/142863/ or on
the Driftwood’s Facebook site: face-
book.com/gulfislandsdriftwood.

Robson can be reached via email at
dexter@faultline.tv.

news you can use, the ‘Wild

Join Bobby for a lively mix
of cool tunes, info to get
you home, financial

Things', contests & more!

CFSI 107.9 FM

Salt Spring Radio

Listen online at www.cfsi-fm.com

Ul5s top Cowichan

SOCCERKICKS

A downpour didn't dampen the effort by Salt
Spring’s U15 girls during their last game played at
home before the Christmas break.

Captain Maggie Birch started the action off min-
utes into the game against Cowichan with a touch
pass to Brenna McIntyre, who sent a crosskick to
Zorah Wiltzen, who scored for 1-0. Zoe Savage and
Jasmine Cooper blocked shots, but Cowichan got
in a high kick for 1-1. Soon after, McIntyre outran
the keeper to the ball and just caught the corner
for 2-1.

In the second half, Abi O’'Donnell assisted Birch
on a goal for 3-1 early in the half, and soon after
O’Donnell hit Birch again, and took the pass back
to attack the goal through the keeper’s hands for
4-1.

Salt Spring’s defence stayed strong for the rest
of the game, and Birch passed to McIntyre who
landed a high shot over the keeper’s head securing
the 5-1 win.
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FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS gl COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS [l COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS [l COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS BIRTHS IN MEMORIAM CHRISTMAS CORNER CHRISTMAS CORNER COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS
rrrITR RN (BrianLloydJewell| | SMILEYDOG | EC iyt Artist in the
Are happy to announce the arrival of: Thank you for giving me WO_UId like to wish all ¥ season X
wings to fly, theg clﬂsﬁome[s’ ne‘év Remember Professional
I miss you every day. and oid, four-legge . d h Development
You will be a part of me andtwo legged avery | [RECEEUERREERNEE
forever. Merry Christmas and Workshops
All my love Michelle a happy healthy New -
Y Year. Your support this Cre_u.hng
year has been much Intvitively:
a pp[emated. Shop for Xmas Embracing the Artist Within
ove copper rain chains -
Michelle silver jewelry « oil paintings Sat 29 Jan 9am-4pm
& Jake hand carved wood buddhas,
eagles, whales (up to 9 feet tall) The 4 Keys to

Laouis Jokei Dakin
Born December 6th, 2010
Weighing 8lbs
In Akashi, Hyogo, Japan
To the absolute delight of:
Grandparents: Hitomi & Satoshi, Richard & Karen
Great-Grandmothers: Fumiyo and Valerie

Aunts Haruka and Natsumi
Uncles Tyler and Remy

\AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAD

<¢¢ceeccecececcececeeccecececececeeeceeee
¢¢ececcecececececeeecececeecececeececeeeee

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS CORNER

BEAUTIFUL OREGON Noble
Fir Christmas Wreaths & Cen-
terpieces. Free shipping in the
continental US! Our online gift

pottery « mirrors « wind chimes Success
I]))IiFIII:SKE &IL) %11;]1%’11; Discover Indonesia at in a Juried Art Compefition
Al's Asian Treasures Sat 5 Feb 1pm-4pm

and Imports

Make 2011 a 10 am - 4:30 pm .
happy, healthy & Tuesday - Sunday A Picture
prosperous new . 93602'550;|732R-§5?€ ) is Worth

. miley Rd., Chemainus .
year Rita Dods (just off Henry Rd. & Trans Can. Hwy) I ooo Words.

shop also features Denali

throw blankets and a huge ar ’/

ray of fantastic gift items! .
www.flyingcloudgifts.com or Photos are available
call 1-888-448-8825. .
WINE OF THE MONTH CLUB fOf pUI'(haSQ @ our On-lme

Send the gift of wine all year
long! 2 Bottles each month phOtOStore
from award-winning wineries

around the world. Call 1-888- gulﬁslandsdriftwood,co/nl

751-6215 and get FREE

DEATHS DEATHS SHIPPING!
McCoy, Mary DEATHS DEATHS
(1919-2010)
Passed away peacefully, on
Thursday, December 16, 2010 at
Toronto Grace Health Centre. 0%
J
Loving mother of Lynda Charish and
late husband Gerald, Janice Baron and husband Mona Jean
Jean, Joyce Joyal and husband Bruce. (nee Beech)
Proud grandmother of Kristi and Sean Charish. 1919-2010

Loving wife of the late Dale McCoy. She will be
sorely missed but fondly remembered by her
family and her close friends and neighbours.

Friends are invited to visit at Rosar-Morrison
Funeral Home & Chapel, 467 Sherbourne St.
(south of Wellesley) on Wednesday,
December 22, 2010 at 12 noon.

Funeral Service to follow at 1 o’clock in the
Coach House Chapel. A private burial will take
place in the Spring in Collingwood.

Memorial Donations to the Canadian Cancer
Society or the Heart and Stroke Foundation
would be gratefully appreciated.

Condolences — www.rosar-morrison.com

Y
N

Peacefully in her 92nd year, surrounded by
loving family following a brief illness on Salt
Spring Island on December 19, 2010. Beloved
and devoted wife of the late Ledr. Frederick
Alun Jones. Predeceased by son Keith, brother
Jack and sister Marjorie. Mona is survived
by her brother, Geoff and daughters, Linda
(Martin), Marlene (Eric) son, Paul (Laurie) and
grandchildren, Cameron, Vanessa, Ian, Sarah,
Geoffrey and Ben. Her marriage to a Royal
Canadian Navy man took her far and wide:
England, Victoria, Shelburne NS, Norfolk VA,
Kanata and finally Salt Spring Island, making
many lifelong friends along the way.

Over the past weeks Mona was fortunate to
have shared smiles and good-byes with many

old friends and all her family. Mona’s kindness

W 509% DISCOUNT

(lassifieds MERCHANDISE FOR SALE ads
totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount
WITH YOUR RESIDENTS CARD

and laughter will be missed by many around
the continent as well as her family at Heritage
Place in Ganges. Heartlfelt thanks to the
wonderful staff at the Lady Minto Hospital in
Ganges, BC and to Dr Resnick. Donations to
Lady Minto Hospital in Ganges, BC would be

appreciated.

There is a service Wed. at 2 pm, St. Mark’s
Anglican Church on Salt Spring Island

Photographing 2D Art
NEW STUDIO LOCATION!
COMING EVENTS Ulrieke Benner - Art You Wear Sat 5 Mar ]pm'4pm

Studio & Gallery has moved to

193 Monteith Drive, Vesuvius,
off Sunset Drive. We are open The Couruge
from 11-4 most days. You are .
o welcome to stop by or call for fo Freuig.
Off an appointment, 250-537-1723 Demystifying the Artist Block
Season’s Greetings, Ulrieke.
www.ulriekebenner.com Sat 26 Mar 9um-4pm

Games

Jigsaw
Puzzles

Art Supplies

Wall
Calendars

7 SUNSET FARM HAS GREAT mark your

" DEAS FOR CHRISTMAS: calendar!

* Sheepskin Rugs I
«Wool Blankets Y | more info in January
:\é\gzlt?/\lfﬁssocks || info@ssartscouncil.com
*Hand Made Candles
Farm Raised Lamb,
Chickens & Eggs

, 1325 Sunset D._ 537.2082

INFORMATION

Salt Sprlng UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP

No Service December 26.
BOOkS Have a very peaceful and joy-

104 McPhillips Avenue ful hollday season. See you
2 Jan 2, 201
50-537-2812

INFORMATION INFORMATION

PARC OFFICES CLOSED

Dec 27* thru Jan 3"
Open for business again

on Jan 4, 2011

Messages can
be left by phone at ¢
537-4448 or email to -
ssiparc@crd.bc.ca = 4 & arks & recreation

- ~N MASTER

-3 |island FOUNDATION in 60 days
' Free

GoAllPower.com

Your gift today will help islanders now and in the
future. The Foundation gives approximately $100,000 '/ Who reads us)

to our island’s charitable organizations every year. .
Donations may be made through the website, by phoning 88A)Of|5|anders read the

250 537 8305, or by mail to SSIF, Box 244, Ganges PO, SSI, BC, V8K 2V2. Driftwood each week.

-(ombase survey

www.saltspringislandfoundation.org
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TENDERS

LYACKSON FIRST NATION
Request for Proposal Notifica-
tion Deadline for Submis-
sions: January 15, 2010 The
Lyackson First Nation is imple-

DEADLINES o .
DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS TUESDAY 10 AM classified@gulfislands.net
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS j COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS CHILDREN PERSONAL SERVICES HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES
INFORMATION CHILDCARE AVAILABLE EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS HELP WANTED HOME CARE SUPPORT CONCRETE & PLACING
T f 5 HEART N’ HANDS Mont i HEATING & REFRIGERA- COMMUNITY Health Worker,
Peace m.Your Heart We have a couple o?g;f:r?i?g;s TION company requires 3rd, 20 + years exT)aerienceorhgrs
by Gail Glode to come and learn/play with us 4th or journeyman sheet metal  opening Saturdays or Mon- '
. . . in our bi-lingual environment. and  refrigeration  workers.  days for over night, live-in or
This little red book is Flexible times and rates. For Contact Mike at 250-218-1674  respite. Offering security, as- ‘.

menting the “Lyackson Eyes
on the Island” Program One
aspect of that program is the
phased development of a Yurt
Campground on Valdes Is-
land. Phase one of the Yurt
Campground entails the fol-

available at The Village
Cobbler and Salt Spring
Books.

All proceeds to Salt
Spring Literacy.

more info call Denise 537-

5562.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

lowing three components: 1.
Grey water management 2.

Rainwater catchment or well A uniquely Salt

water supply 3. All aspects re- Spring stocking
lated to construction of 2 yurts stuffer.
Contractors may submit for all

or part of these tgree compo-

nents of Phase One, please

clearly identify which compo- PERSONALS

nent(s) are being applied for in

the submission. Please detail DATING  SERVICE. Long-
qualifications and experience  Term/Short-Term Relation-
in the component(s) the sub-  ships, FREE CALLS. 1-877-
mission is focused on. Al 297-9883. Exchange voice

messages, voice mailboxes. 1-
888-534-6984. Live adult
casual conversations- 1 on 1,

components must be complet-
ed/coordinated ~ by:  March
31st, 2011 The Project Details

are available on the Lyackson  1-866-311-9640, ~ Meet  on
Website: www.lyackson.bc.ca. ~ chat-lines. Local Single La-
Or you may email Kath- dies. 1-877-804-5381. (18+).

leen.johnnie @lyackson.bc.ca
and salishkat@yahoo.ca for
more information. Address

FREE TO TRY. LOVE * MON-
EY * LIFE. #1 Psychics! 1-
877-478-4410 $3.19 min. 18+

your submission to the atten-

tion of Kathleen Johnnie, 1-900-783-3800 NOW HIRING
Lands & Resources Manager

9137 Chemainus Road, TRAVEL
Chemainus, BC VOR 1K5

Lyackson does not warrant a
contract will be issued as a re- TRAVEL
sult of this Request for Propo-

sal. SUNNY WINTER Specials At

Florida’'s Best  Beach-New
WHAT'S ON

Smyrna Beach Stay a week or
longer Plan a beach wedding

or family reunion.

.NSBFLA. 1-800-
PAGE B4 wan NSBFLA.com - or
INFORMATION INFORMATION

Run it ‘il
11 sells. $24.99

Run your classified ad in
The Driftwood ‘til it sells!

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfislandsdriftwood.com and heclassified.com

Your private party (merchandise) classified ad will run in our
next 4 insertions © If you need to modify the ad or run it
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another
4 insertions ® Extra lines at Y2 price ®
Please, no more than 3 items, call
to remove an item.

Read it off-island on-line.

Direct reach to BC
Sportsmen and
women...Advertise in
the 2011 BC Freshwater
Fishing Regulations
Synopsis, amazing
circulation 400,000 copies,
year long impact for your
business!

Please call Annemarie at
1-800-661-6335 or email
fish@mondaytourism.com

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS
AIRLINES ARE  HIRING-

Train for high paying Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid

HELP WANTED

if qualified- Housing available.

CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance (877)818-0783

APARTMENT/CONDOMIN-
IUM  MANAGERS (CRM)
home study course. Many jobs
registered with us across
Canada! Thousands of grads
working! Government certified.

PUBLISHER
The Fernie Free Press
is looking for a new
leader. Serving the
communities of Fernie,

30  years  of  success! Sparwood, and Elkford,

www.RMTl.ca or 1-800-665- the award winning

8339, 604-681-5456. Fernie Free Press is
HEA\N-II-EE(?J%TVIENT seeking a Publisher to
OFERATOR SCHOOL manage all facets of

our successful opera-
tion in this amazingly
beautiful part of British
Columbia. We are
seeking a motivated,
dynamic individual who
has a strong sales and
marketing background.
You must be a self-
starter, view problems
as opportunities and be
willing to help our
customers with all of
their advertising and
marketing needs. You
will be able to manage
and lead a long-stand-
ing and very capable
team. You will be able
to look at all aspects of
our business from the
ground -up approach.
This position is a great
opportunity for some-
one looking to grow
their career in an
exciting market that is
one of the more
dynamic smaller
communities in B.C.
Please send your
resume, with cover
letter and references,
to Chuck Bennett,

Locations in Alberta & BC.
Hands on real world training.
Full sized equipment.
Job placement
assistance.
Funding Available.
www.iheschool.com
1-866-399-3853

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION
is rated #2 for at-home jobs.
Train from home with the only
industry approved school in
Canada. Contact CanScribe
today! 1-800-466-1535.
www.canscribe.com.

info@canscribe.com.

y

All the
listings -
All the
time

AD)'3)e)sa|eaispue|siynb

huckb @
gulfislandsaqua.com i
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
ISLAND WOMEN 4 PART-TIME N
AGAINST VIOLENCE
Salt Spring Island c I_E R I CAI.
Transition House
www.iwav.org Professional office has an immediate opening

ON CALL FRONTLINE _frohr_a pglrlt-l:ime versatzi(I)ehoﬂice persoa.
SUPPORT WORKER is will be approx. 20-hrs. per week.

SCHEDULE: Varied shifts on a 24-hour
schedule, primarily day and afternoon
shifts 8 am. - 4 p.m. and 2 p.m. - 10 p.m.; off
weekends & statutory holidays.

REGULAR WAGE RATE: $15-$17 Hour
based on qualifications.

Please email, Transition House Coordinator
for job description: thcoordinator@iwav.org

You should be neat and enjoy attention to detail.
Duties include reception, telephone, and filing.
The position requires an organized person who

has secretarial skills, & knowledge of MS Office.

SEND RESUMES TO:
Box 6, c/o Driftwood Publishing,
328 Lower Ganges Rd,

\ Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2V3. /

or mike @thermotec.ca

Medical Office Trainees
Needed! Drs & Hospitals need
Medical Office & Medical Ad-
min staffft No Experience?
Need Training? Local Career
Training & Job Placement also
Available! 1-888-778-0459

SS COFFEE - Assistant Man-
ager (Temporary) Ganges
Café. Passion for coffee, cus-
tomer service, and teamwork.
Previous experience required.
Apply to Café.

TRADES, TECHNICAL

ENSIGN ENERGY SERVICE
INC. is looking for experienced
Drilling Rig, & Coring person-
nel for all position levels. Drill-
ers, Coring Drillers $35.

$40.20.;  Derrickhands $34.,
Motorhands  $28.50;  Floor-
hands, Core Hands, Helpers
$24. - $26.40. Plus incentives
for winter coring! Telephone
1-888-ENSIGN-0  (1-888-367-
4460). Fax 1-780-955-6160.
Email: hr@ensignenergy.com.

WORK WANTED

HARD-WORKING
DEPENDABLE
COMPETENT
Labourer for drywall,
handyman and general
labour jobs. $20/hr.
References
250-931-1393

NOW AVAILABLE for hire,
John Caron Carpentry. In
business on SSI for 26 yrs.
New construction, renovations,
fencing, total property mainte-
nance, no job too big or too
small. Reliable, punctual, hard
working, excellent references.
Free consultations. 250-537-
9397, jbcaron @telus.net

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALING ARTS

CARE FOR yourself, friends,
and family. GIFT CERTIFI-
CATES for bodywork or lo-
milomi sessions with Laura
Klein (Serving SSI for 25
years) 250-537-4077.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$500$ LOAN SERVICE, by
phone, no credit refused, quick
& easy, payable over 6 or 12
installments. Toll Free: 1-877-
776-1660 moneyprovider.com

DEBT CONSOLIDATION
PROGRAM
Helping Canadians repay
debts, reduce or eliminate
interest, regardless of your
credit. Steady Income? You
may qualify for instant help.
Considering Bankruptcy? Call
1-877-220-3328 FREE
Consultation Government
Approved, BBB Member

sistance with ADLs or pallia-
tive care. Caring, compassion-
ate & professional. Bondable
and registered. Wages consis-

IF YOU own a home or real
estate, ALPINE CREDITS will
lend you money: It's That Sim-
ple. Your Credit / Age / Income
is NOT an issue.
1.800.587.2161.

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

Get In. Get Out. Get Working.

Small Class Sizes - Monthly Intakes - Qualified Instructors
Latest Software - Financial Options
Free Lifetime Refreshers - Job Placement Assistance
Monthly Career Fairs - No Waiting Lists - Skills Warranty

We Believe in You.

Practical Nursing = Health Care Assistant = Medical Office
Legal Secretary = Early Childhood Education = Business
Community Support Worker - Social Services / Assisted Living

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
since 1 903

Call Our Duncan Campus:

“"748-2700

sprottshaw.com

Sheanat 256100168, GULF
LEGAL SERVICES COoAST
MATERIALS

#1 IN PARDONS
Remove Your Criminal
Record! Get started TODAY
for ONLY $49.95/mo.
Limited Time Offer.
FASTEST, GUARANTEED
Pardon In Canada. FREE
consultation: 1-866-416-6772
www.ExpressPardons.com

DIAL-A-LAW OFFERS gener-
al information on a variety of
topics on law in BC. 604-687-
4680 (Lower Mainland) or
1.800.565.5297 (Outside LM);
www.dialalaw.org (audio avail)

LAWYER REFERRAL Service
matches people with legal
concerns to a lawyer in their
area. Participating lawyers of-
fer a 30 minute consultation
for $25 plus tax. Regular fees
follow once both parties agree
to proceed with services. 604-
687-3221 (Lower Mainland) or
1.800.663.1919 (Outside LM).

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES

THOROUGH HOUSE cleaning
provided by long time islander.

Serving the Gulf Islands
Salt Spring, Galiano,
Mayne, Penders

¢ PARKING CURBS

* READY MIX
 WASHED GRAVEL

* REINFORCED STEEL
® BAGGED CEMENT

250-537-2611
345 Rainhow Road

DRAFTING & DESIGN

LET’S
GET
STARTED

Bring your sketches & ideas and
together we'll design (or upgrade)
your dream home. Through the use

of computer-aided drafting, we'll

quickly produce the working drawings
you'll take to your contractor.

Phone Kim at Harmony
gggﬁ%céganing today!  250- HELSET DESIGN
' 250.537.1037

COMPUTER SERVICES Ask for Jim
CALL BOB Mclvor for trouble-
shooting, software & network- HAULING AND SALVAGE
ing support. We do house
calls. 537-2827 or (cell) 538-
7017. Please go & back-up
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING
PLACING SALT: Spring
Ready Mix 4 inches thick .65
cents per sq,ft. at 6 inches .75
per sq. ft. Call 250-537-7883.
, Photos are available

for purchase @ our on-line
photostore
gulfislandsdriftwood.com
FITNESS & TRAINING FITNESS & TRAINING
Summerside
Pool
Couples
Memberships

e Open 5:30am-9pm
e 7 days a week

For more information call 250-537-9433

PETS REMEMBERED

PETS REMEMBERED

atlSl\a — our furry friend for these many years

passed on. She made us laugh harder and longer than
ever before, taught us many things and showed how
much patience one being could have. She walked me all
over the island and through the streets of town. Rode on
the deck of the kayak as we paddled the ocean waves.
Then she rode on the scooter as | zoomed into town to
attend the Saturday Market. She was the house hold
greeter and watchdog combined. She was as good a be-
ing as we have ever known and we will miss her. Thanks
to all who were her friend and stopped to share her joy.

- Phyllis & Matthew Coleman




DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS

DEADLINES
TUESDAY 10 AM

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22,2010 | A21

classified@gulfislands.net

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES PETS PETS AND LIVESTOCK REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE RENTALS RENTALS

RECYCLING EQUESTRIAN PETS REMEMBERED ACREAGE MORTGAGES COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL HOMES FOR RENT
SALT SPRING Island Recycle = MIRA WARRINGTON, Certi- M b iful il Utah LARGE ARIZONA Building BANK ON US! Mortgages for  1,068SF FOR lease, Merchant 1 BEDROOM Cottage
Depot is located at 349 Rain-  fied Farrier is accepting new y eautiful  gir Jta Lots Full Acres and More! purchases, renos, debt con- Mews, nr. Ganges. Bthrm, available  immediately, long
bow Rd. We are open Tues. clients. Cold shoeing and crossed the rainbow bridge Guaranteed Owner Financing  solidation, foreclosure. Bank  skylights, carpeted upstairs term, approx 600 sq. ft. Ocean
through Sat., 10am to 5pm.  barefoot trims. (H) 250-653- in the early hours of Satur- No credit check $0 down - O  rates. Many alternative lending  mezz. Richard 250-380-1669. view, utilities included, shared

This service is operated by
Salt Spring Island Community
Services. Please call the Re-
cycle Depot at 250-537-1200,
or Community Services at
250-537-9971 for information
on materials accepted for re-
cycling.

TELEPHONE SERVICES

A FREE TELEPHONE SER-
VICE - Get Your First Month
Free. Bad Credit, Don’t Sweat
It. No Deposits. No Credit
Checks. Call Freedom Phone
Lines Today Toll-Free 1-866-
884-7464.

*HOME PHONE RECON-
NECT** Call 1-866-287-1348.
Prepaid Long Distance Spe-
cials! Feature Package Spe-
cials! Referral Program! Don’t
be without a home phone! Call
to Connect! 1-866-287-1348.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE -

New To You

2305 or (C) 250-538-7721.

PETS

PUREBRED LAB PUPPIES

Absolutely adorable pups
available Dec 22nd. 3 black
& 5 gold. Vet checked with
all shots. Price: $750. For
more information call Oriana
250-730-2730.

day, December 11, 2010.

A lady to the end, she
chose her time and place.

A short time in my life,
A lifetime in my heart.

Jean, Odie, Albert
and Louie

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood
on Twitter
http://
twitter.com/
GIDriftwood

Deadline 10 am
Tuesday for
Wednesday paper,
4 pm Wed. for
Friday paper

interest  Starting at  just
$89/mo. USD Close to Tuc-
son’s Intl. Airport For Record-
ed Message 1-800-631-8164
Code 4001 or visit
www.sunsiteslandrush.com

Offer ends 12/31/10!

HOMES WANTED

WE BUY HOUSES

Damaged House?
Pretty House? Moving?
Divorcing? Estate Sale?
We will Buy your House
Quick Cash & Private.
Mortgage Too High and
House won'’t sell?
Can’t make payments?
We will Lease Your House,
Make your Payments
and Buy it Later!

Call: 1-250-616-9053
www.webuyhomesbc.com

Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount with your Residents Card

BUILDING SUPPLIES

FUEL/FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

#1A STEEL BUILDING SALE!
Save up to 60% on your new
garage, shop, warehouse. 6
colors available! 40 year war-
ranty! Free shipping, the first
20 callers! 1-800-457-2206.
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.

~/SEE US FOR A FAST QUOTEN

ON ALL YOUR BUILDING
REQUIREMENTS!
* Flooring
* Heating
* Eaves
* Plumbing
* Roofing

For all your building
requirements, large or small!

E SLEGE LUMBER 170

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
N 537-4978 Vs

FOOD PRODUCTS

FIREWOOD
KONIG & SON

Serving Salt Spring
28 years
Cut, split & delivered
Competitive & reliable
Standing timber and
logs wanted

Kurt Duff 250-537-9531

CUT, SPLIT
& DELIVERED

Standing timher
& logs wanted

MARCO 250.537.6170
or 250.538.0022

HONEST OL'S
FIREWOOD

HOLIDAY BAKING WITH
ISLAND GROWN FLOUR

Whole wheat berries or
fresh ground flour
available. Grown and
harvested on Mt. Max-
well at Foxglove Farm.

Excellent flavour!

Wheat Berries
$2.50/Ib.

Fresh Ground Flour
$5/1b.

10lb. minimum orders.
Flour milled to order.
Call 250-537-1989

FREE ITEMS

TWO CANON cartridges to
give away. Brand new Black
#40 and Colour #41. Opened
and cannot return. Bought last
month and then found printer
had died. Call 250-538-0101

FUEL/FIREWOOD

PAUL'S FIREWOOD
GREAT SERVICE!

2 - 3 year seasoned fir &
Maple

Ph. 250- 537 4660
Paul Konig

Will buy firewood logs.

GUARANTEED CORD

Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

SEASONED FIREWOOD
Vancouver Island’s largest fire-
wood producer offers firewood
legally obtained during forest
restoration, large cords, fast
delivery. Help restore your for-
est, Burndrywood.com or 1-
877-902-WOOD.

FURNITURE

TEMPERED GLASS 3 shelf,
TV stand, 41” x 19” x 21, near-
ly new, $175. Upholstered, of-
fice, swivel chair, $25. Teak
buffet & hutch, $200. Oak roll
top desk, $600. 250-653-4336.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

LOCAL
ACORN DEALER

SSI Medical Equipment

Call for free estimate
Patrick 250-537-1990

FRASER’S

THIMBLE FARMS

175 ARBUTUS
537-5788

OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK
FROM 9AM - 4:30pm

BOXING WEEK
SALE
December 27-31

25% ofF
All Nursery Stock

50% OFF Bulbs

(we will be closed
Dec. 25, 26, and Jan. 1)

Merry Christmas!
/? WE GIVE

PERSONALIZED
SERVICE

HAPPY HOLIDAYS & BEST
WISHES from All the Staff at
BUY & SAVE in Sidney!
Come Celebrate our Boxing
Day Sale, It's Storewide on
New & Like New Home Fur-
nishings, Accessories, Beds,
Mattresses, Tools & Hdwe.
website: buyandsave.ca BUY
& SAVE 9818 4th St., Sidney.
Closed 25th & 26th !

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS.
Best price. Best quality. All
shapes & colours available.
1-866-652-6837
www.thecoverguy.com

OMAHA STEAKS Wrap up
your Holiday Shopping  with
100% guaranteed, delivered-to
the door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE 67% PLUS 2 FREE
GIFTS - 26 Gourmet Favorites
ONLY $49.99. ORDER Today!
1-888-702-4489 Mention offer
45102 AAD or

www.OmahaSteaks.com/gift03

STAINLESS STEEL Frigidaire
side-by-side fridge/freezer ex-
cellent conditon H 69" x W
33" x D 34” $400. Sam Ander-
son Appliance 250-537-5268

STEEL BUILDINGS PRICED
TO CLEAR - Incredible end-of-
season factory discounts on
various  models/sizes.  Plus
FREE DELIVERY to most are-
as. CALL FOR CLEARANCE
QUOTE AND BROCHURE -
1-800-668-5111 ext. 170.

THE PROCEEDS from one
package of UNICEF cards pro-
vide free immunization against
polio to 26 children in third
world  countries. UNICEF
cards are available on Salt
Spring at “et cetera’, 537-
5115, or at the Salt Spring Lit-
eracy Centre, 250-537-9717.

THE WARDROBE

20% OFF EVERYTHING
Dec 22 - Dec 24
Clothing, Jewellery,
Scarves, Bags, Hats, “Om
Grown”, & Tie-dye. Sale
items too. Taxes included.

30% OFF EVERYTHING
Dec 26 - Jan 5

Open Daily
11am - 5:30pm
Closed Jan 6 - Feb 10
Morningside Rd, Fulford

programs.Let Dave Fitzpatrick,
your Mortgage Warrior, simpli-
fy the process!1-888-711-8818
dave @mountaincitymort-
gage.ca

OTHER AREAS

Eaglehomes.ca NEW HOME
& LAND in the Shuswap! Dou-
blewides & Singlewides. No
Pad Rent! Close to shopping &
recreation.  Alice:  250-819-
0047 mark @ eaglehomes.ca

SHARED OWNERSHIP late
model 40’ - 60’ cruising yachts
moored on Vancouver Island

COMMERCIAL/
INDUSTRIAL space 1540 sq
ft.  Top floor Home Design
Centre. Donna 250-537-5340

UPPER GANGES CENTRE,
small 2nd floor office available
now. 272 sq. ft. Ample park-
ing, chair lift. Call Mary Lou
250-537-5528.

COTTAGES
COZY ONE bedroom cottage

in quiet, park-like setting. $800
per month. 250-653-4644.

HOMES FOR RENT

& Lower Mainland. Sail & 1 BDRM home avail Jan 1 or
Power. Professionally main-  15. Close to town, 4 applianc-
tained. 604-669-2248.  es, NS. $950 + util. Call 250-
www.onedyacht.com 538-7886 or 250-538-8643
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Ltd

2 bdrm 2 bthrm 1 bdrm 2 bthrm

4 new appl new carpet 4 appl new paint

NS NP 1000.00 +util ~ view acreage

Mid Island NS NP 975.00 + util

Mid Island

Resident Manager - Blair Howard
Local Office 250-537-9766

www.divprop.com

Strata/Commercial/Residential
management

SOUTH END HOME,
2 BDRM, 1 BATH,
CLOSE TO TRAILS
& PARK, VERY
PRIVATE.

$1200 PLUS
UTILITIES

Property Management Ltd.

WELL APPOINTED

2 BDRM SELF CONTAINED
LOWER SUITE IN LIKE
NEW CONDITION ON
SPECTACULAR VIEW
ACREAGE. BEST SUITED
FOR SINGLE OR QUIET
COUPLE. $1275/MO

Call 250.537.5577

Residential Management

VINTAGE 30’s couch $175.
Drumskull djembe handmade
drum from Guinea - almost
brand new $500 obo. Call
250-653-4334.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
$150

JAIME RT’S Dulcimer,
obo. 250-537-1224.

HOMES FOR RENT

HOMES FOR RENT

ISLAND EXPLORER

Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services

0°/o
DISC

(lassifieds MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE ads totalling
less than $200 receive a

50% discount WITH YOUR

RESIDENTS (ARD‘

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood /‘

ATTENTION DIABETICS with
Medicare. Get a FREE Talking
Meter and diabetic supplies at
NO COST, plus FREE home
delivery! Best of all, this meter
eliminates painful finger prick-
ing! Call 888-449-1321.

CAN'T GET Up Your Stairs?
Acorn Stairlifts can help. Call
Acorn Stairlifts now! Mention
this ad and get 10% off your
new Stairlift! 1-866-981-5991.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

CAN'T GET UP YOUR Stairs?
Acorn Stairlifts can help. Call
Acorn Stairlifts now! Mention
this ad and get 10% off your
new Stairlift. 1-866-981-6591.

APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES

SEARS WARRANTY

SAM ANDERSON AUTHORIZED TECHNICIAN
1-800-469-4663

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

Run it “til
It sells. $24.99

Run your classified ad in
The Driftwood ‘til it sells!

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfislandsdriftwood.com and heclassified.com

Your private party (merchandise) classified ad will run in our
next 4 insertions ® If you need to modify the ad or run it
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another
4 insertions e Extra lines at %2 price ®
Please, no more than 3 items, call
to remove an item.

1 Bedroom Cottage

1 Bedroom suite near town
1 bath, farm setting, W/D hook ups, N/S,
N/P, long term, available immediately$650

Available immediately, long term, approx
600 sf ocean view, utilities included,
shared property.......

3Bedroom Near Town....................... $1075
1 Bedroom house in Vesuvius............ $1100

Oceanfront Town Home in Ganges,

2 bedroom plus office, 2 %2 baths, propane
fireplace, one car garage, N/S, N/P, avail.
Immediately .............

Large Channel Ridge View Home,

2 bedrooms with 1 bedroom in law suite,
extensive landscaping, fabulous ocean
view, N/S, N/P, long term, available
November 1st...........

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

250-537-4722
1-800-800-9492

property $950. Contact Island

Explorer Property Manage-
ment 250-537-4722.

1 BEDROOM house in
Vesuvius ~ $1100.  Contact

Island Explorer Property Man-
agement 250-537-4722.

1 BEDROOM suite near town

1 bath, farm setting, W/D hook
ups, NS, NP, long term,
available immediately  $650.
Contact Island Explorer Prop-
erty Management 250-537-
4722.

2 BDRM, mobile. WD, no
pets, covered decks. Suits ma-
ture  tenant, long term,
$700/mo plus util. Avail. Now,
250-537-9799.

2 BDRM \Versuvius house,
quiet street, fenced garden,
NS. Cat ok. Avail Feb 1.
$1100 plus util. 250-537-0718.

3 BDRM, 2 bath home, close
to town. Avail. Jan. 1 or 15,
$1500 plus util. NS, small pets
considered. 250-538-7886 or
250-538-8643.

3 BDRM, 2 bath, lovely ocean
view home, 2100 sq.ft., newly
renov., large garden, 2 min. to
town, on quiet street, priv.
fence, HW & tile floors, solari-
um, 5 appl, NP, NS, Jan. 1
$1800 plus util. 250-537-8431.

3 BDRM house, 1.5 baths,
near Central, WD, fireplace,
carport, NS. Avail. long term
$1350 plus util. 250-537-4413.

3 BEDROOM Near Town
$1075 Contact Island Explorer
Property Management 250-
537-4722.

BEAUTIFUL COTTAGE with
southwest exposure in Fulford.
Wood floors, decks, wood-
stove, loft & stream. Remod-
eled, beach. Long term,
$775/mo plus 1/4 util. 831-
588-9576.

COTTAGES ON St. Mary
Lake, fully furnished, NS, NP.
Starting at $700/mo., available
Nov 1 to Apr 1. 250-537-2585.

FULFORD, ONE bedroom cot-
tage near ferry & elem. school,
WD, range, fridge, microwave,
partially furnished, parking, pri-
vate, rural setting, $800. 250-
653-4347 after 5pm.

LARGE CHANNEL Ridge
View Home, 2 bedrooms with
1 bedroom in law suite, exten-
sive  landscaping, fabulous
ocean view, NS, NP, long
term, available November 1.
$1995 Contact Island Explorer
Property Management 250-
537-4722.

OCEANFRONT TOWN Home
in Ganges, 2 bedroom plus
office, 2.5 baths, propane fire-
place, one car garage, NS,
NP, avail. immediately. $1900
Contact Island Explorer Prop-
erty Management 250-537-
4722.

ONE BEDROOM, 1 bathroom,
5 appliances, close to town,
$1200 + utilities 250-538-2323

SELF CONTAINED studio for
non smoking, quiet, single per-
son, south end, easy access
to beaches & hiking. $550 incl.
util. Avail. now, 250-653-9840.

SOUTH END, 1 bdrm carriage
suite, $700/mo plus hydro,
ocean view, steps to beach.
Avail now, call 250-653-9726.

SOUTH END, special place.
Modern, private, clean, cosy,
self-contained suite avail. Jan.
1. Skylights, wood floors, elec.
heat, pond view on a pristine
acreage. Clean, quiet, single
only. $625/mo. includes hydro.
Lv. message. 250-653-4101.

SUNNY, BEAUTIFUL, 2 bed-
room home. 1 1/2 year lease.
$1100 negotiable.  Available
summer 2011. 250-653-4505.

SHARED ACCOMMODATION

DEC. 1, share large 2 bed Ve-
suvius apt with quiet NS wom-
an of 50 yrs. $460/mo. plus
shared util. 250-537-2809.

STORAGE

STORAGE

« HEATED

« HUMIDITY
CONTROLED

+ 9' CEILINGS
* 24 HR. ACCESS

Salt Spring's newest storage
facility, located at 1429
Fulford-Ganges Rd. Three
sizes: 4'x8', 6'x8' and 8'x8',
all with 9 foot ceilings for
maximum storage. The facility
is operated by Island Explorer
Property Management Ltd.

250-537-4722
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SPORTS & RECREATION

PARKS & REC

PARC: looking back and ahead

Accomplishments for
2010 and projects to
come

BY KEES RUURS
PARC MANAGER

As 2010 comes to an end, it’s
time for PARC to look back-
ward and to report both on
what was accomplished and
what remains to be done. It
has been a very busy year for
the Parks and Recreation Com-
mission and department.

The main push has been for
the implementation of some of
the top priorities identified in
the strategic plan completed
in 2009 and endorsed by the
commission in early 2010.

Our top priorities included
continuous improvement of
the trail network, more beach
access points and the creation
of a leisure guide.

Significant progress was
made in all three of these
areas.

For the first time ever, a ded-
icated trail crew was hired.

This made possible the
upgrading of many exist-
ing trails and the creation of
appropriate signage for the
greatly improved Channel
Ridge trail system, a system
that has already been enjoyed
by many Salt Spring Island-
ers.

Three new beach/water
access points were also devel-
oped (Kingfisher Cove, Madro-
na Bay off Long Harbour Road

PARCCOLUMN

and a new access at Drum-
mond Park). As well, a new
spring and fall PARC Leisure
Guide that listed all the lei-
sure services available on the
island was produced.

But that’s not all PARC did
this year. Early this summer,
three of the four tennis courts
at Portlock Park were resur-
faced and alittlelater the Peace
Park was upgraded through the
addition of an underground
sprinkler system.

This fall saw the develop-
ment of a dog park at Rainbow
Road Park. The upgrading of
the mechanical system at the
swimming pool was complet-
ed and the area in front of the
pool was, finally, landscaped.

However, the year was not
without its disappointments.
In particular we failed in our
first effort to provide the com-
munity with additional playing
fields. However, other options
are now being explored and,
hopefully, a way of provid-
ing the sorely needed playing
fields will soon be found.

And what else is on the
agenda for 2011? Next year’s
priorities include the develop-
ment of the second phase of
the Channel Ridge trail system
as well further upgrading of
the shorter trails around the
island such as those in Bryant
Hill Park, Peter Arnell Park,

Duck Creek Park and Mouat
Park.

All these trails will be prop-
erly signed, an improvement
that should make hiking in
the island’s community parks
much easier.

The Leisure Guide will be
published at least twice this
year and work will begin as
well on a new website that
presents similar information.

The Fulford tennis court
will also be repaired, resur-
faced and then reopened in
the spring of 2011 and three or
four more beach access points
will be developed.

Also in 2011, an island-wide
park planning effort will iden-
tify those areas on the island
where additional parks ought
to be created. Similarly, PARC’s
Trail Advisory Committee will
be proposing an island-wide
trail system that would con-
nect many of Salt Spring’s
shorter trails and trail sys-
tems.

Last but not least, a mas-
ter plan for the Rainbow Road
property will assist the com-
mission in determining what
else can and should be devel-
oped in that park.

In closing, we wish to
thank all those islanders who
responded to PARC’s 2009 and
2010 surveys of the commu-
nity.

The information so many
of you provided in large part
determined both what was
done in 2010 and what will be
done in the years to come.

RENTALS TRANSPORTATION TRANSPORTATION SIMPLY SALT SPRING

DRIFTWOOD’S POCKET
SUlTES, LOWER CARS SCRAP CAR REMOVAL p|anners are ir‘|Y p|ck your’s up,
Monday to Friday, 8:30-4:30
‘LOFT LIKE- High End, Wa- 2001 SUBARU Legacy L \?VCRQP BATFEE"tEtS,WaPted while they last.
terfront. 1 bdrm suite with all Wagon. 1 owner, 145,000 km € buy scCrap batteries from -
the amenities in Fulford Vil-  $7,500. Green with red  cars, trucks & heavy equip. ~ GULF ISLANDS Optical 50%
lage. $975 mo, utils incl. Call  ribbon, perfect for xmas. $3.00 each. Free ~pick-up  refund on the cost of your eye

250-653-9174.

Call Bob 250-537-8368.

anywhere in BC, Minimum 10.
Toll Free 1.877.334.2288.

test when you purchase a full
set of frames and lenses. Ask
about our new Precision Digi-

MOTORCYCLES | Lenses. Lancer Buildin
TRANSPORTATION TRUCKS & VANS '[2350_557_3296348. ance uilding
MOTORCYCLES WANTED. DODGE _ CARAVAN 994
AUTO ACCESSORIES/ CASH MONEY PAID. Also se- ) )
PARTS lect watercraft, ATV & snow- automatic, red, $1000. 250- RESTQH:RCAO’II-O,HSOUSE
mobiles. Free National Pickup- ~ 930-0707.
WINTER TIRES, 4 almost new no hassle. Call 1-800-963- ., X
Goodyear, on rims, 4 bolt, 9216 www.sellusyourbike.com MARINE ngt Certlﬁcates
P185/65R14 85S. $550 (cost  Mon-Fri 9am-7pm (cst).

over $800) from Nissan Sen-
tra. 250-537-9432.

AUTO FINANCING

$0 DOWN & we make your 1st
payment at auto credit fast.
Need a vehicle? Good or Bad
credit call Stephanie 1-877-
792-0599 DLN 30309.
www.autocreditfast.ca.

CARS

1988 ACURA, Integra, 4 dr.
Auto, PW, PL, one owner, only
89,000 km. Excellent condi-
tion, $1200. 250-537-5437.

makes a delicious gift.
OUTBOARDS Call 250-537-1844
. : or stop by after 4:30pm
Yamaagndsauzukl 108 Hereford Ave.
from 2 HP to 350 HP Closed 24th & 25th
SCOOTERS Four strokes
Gas & Electric. New &Used YOU, YES YOU, are loved.
Island’s Largest Seletion. Great Selection
Vespas § Yamaha ¢ Honda Great Prices Wh orea dS us"
Over 40 years in Victoria N
88% of Islanders read the
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria 730 Hillside Ave., Victoria Driftwood each week.
Www.sgpower.com 250-382-8291 '(OmbﬂSESUfVEj/ ‘
marc@sgpower.com www.sgpower.com jay@sgpower.com

This Week's
NHoroscope

Aries (Mar 21 — Apr 20)

The momentum has shifted into high gear
in your public and/or professional life. A
growing commitment to long term goals is
likely. Yet, getting a clear focus on how to plan
and proceed may not be so easy just now. T’is
the season to take a break and be more festive,
so don’t fight it. Your progressive momentum
will continue strong well into January so
rejoice now and work later.

Taurus (Apr 20 - May 21)

A period of training and attaining new
knowledge and skills remains active. You feel
the urge to push more than usual. Increasing
your social connections is also a central
theme. You want more passion and excitement
and don’t want to provide reasons why. You
want answers, but may not be so inclined to
offer a lot in return. This may be true in your
close personal relationships as well.

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 21)

This is a good time to dissolve old contracts
and make new ones. Whether you do this
literally or figuratively, or both, depends
on you. New resolutions and intentions for
the New Year linked to feeling strong and
exercising more personal power is a good
idea. For now, aim to share what you think and
feel honestly and avoid simply saying what
you think others might like to hear.

Cancer (Jun 22 - Jul 22)

A lot is shaking on relationship fronts now.
Given the time of the year, it comes as no
surprise. Thoughts about what is true and fair
and ethical may be on your mind. Sharing
these with others feels natural; you can hardly
contain yourself anyway. You want to be more
aware and you would like others to be so as
well. If you are on a course you do not like,
your exit window will close soon so decide.

Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 23)

A process of refinement, healing and repair
is destined now. How can this best apply to
you? Perhaps it is literally your health or that
of your lifestyle or your home or with family
members or your business or all of the above.
Yet, you may find it hard to concentrate and
may otherwise scatter your focus. Aim to
complete tasks and pay attention to what is
rather than what could be.

Virgo (Aug 24 - Sep 22)

Some cycles are more active and dynamic
than others, like now for you. Reviews of the
past in one manner or another are featured.
Where these touch upon your own history, you
could lose perspective as old emotions flood
your mind. This fog period will begin to clear
before the official New Year yet it may take
the better part of January before you feel fully
present in the now again.

by (ilichael @' Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarasirology@gmail.com
1.888.352.2936

Libra (Sep 23 — Oct 22)

A lot is shaking close to home. Setting a
clear course amidst the activity may be a
challenge. Obtaining new appliances or
other possessions is likely and implies some
measure of renovation or furniture moving
to accommodate them. Meanwhile, healing
bonds with friends or severing some altogether
continues and will for some months yet. For
now acknowledge your home as your haven.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)

A restless cycle continues. Hopefully, you
have a healthy outlet. The grip of prior
interests is slipping daily and you may wonder
if there will be anything of the old you left.
Possibly not much.... A change of lifestyle is
simmering yet will only become really evident
in late winter. The good news is you don’t
have to be anybody or anything other that who
you feel you are now.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)

If the returns coming in these days are positive,
you can be sure you have been doing your
homework. Otherwise, you may have some
catching up to do. Either way, your focus
is strong in a way it has not been before.
Maintaining a steady focus of effort to support
your ambitions is on your mind. At best, you
are experiencing a lot of love coming from
others. Be willing to receive.

Capricorn (Dec 22 — Jan 19)

You are on a roll now. A strong determination
to push through and beyond is rising. You may
also have a lot to do behind the scenes in terms
of organization and communications. You
may also sense some mental confusion getting
in the way of your plans and ambitions. Avoid
trying to be understood at this time. Rather be
understanding of yourself and others. Allow
for dreamtime but don’t get lost in it.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 19)

A big wave of energy and activity will subside
for a while now. This is your opportunity to
rest and dream before the New Year sweeps
you into its dynamic momentum. You may
still want to acquire and/or refine certain skills
and sharpen your tools. Downtime is perfect
for making sure that all your equipment is
working and where you easily locate it. Trust
the flow and recharge.

Pisces (Feb 20 — Mar 20)

Sometimes we get the attention we need,
sometimes what we want and sometimes
both. Knowing what we truly need is another
story. Dealing with feelings of insecurity
in your public and professional life may be
lingering but won’t last so don’t yield to these.
Jealousies in love relationships may also be at
issue these days. Be willing to make or allow
for needed changes.

Arvid
Chalmers
Ltd.

Real Estate

arvid@saltspring.com

S377148

Residential &
Commerical Filling
Tank Sales

& Rentals

CONTACT
ERIN JORY
250-537-9933

FOR
ADVERTISING
SPACE

Wayne Wrigley

250-537-2006

146 Oakspring Rd
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S8

FOR YOUR SMALL BUSINESS

DRAPERY, HEADBOARDS,
UPHOLSTERY & MORE!

#6 Merchant Mews
315 Upper Ganges Rd.

D50-537-4369

MARY KAY"

Salt Spring Island, BC 250-930-4997
www.marykay.ca/bakerman

)

* Geothermal Heat Pumps
* Air Source Heat Pumps
* Ductless Mini-Split

J
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HOOPSTERS: Young basketball enthusiasts participate in a one-day camp at Salt Spring Island Middle School.

SWIMMING

Lifelong gift of swimming appreciated

Swimming pool
manager’s dedication
extraordinary

BY NISSA PILLAY
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTWO0OD

As a swimming instructor
for six summers at the old
seasonal pool on Salt Spring,
I came upon many children
who had a fear of putting their
face in the water.

For some children it would
often take many lessons and
lots of hard work for both the
child and their instructors.

Several years later I had my
own child who had to face
this fear. Given my past as an
instructor, I was embarrassed
that I could not seem to bring
my own child to overcome this
challenge.

I enrolled my son Kiran in
swim lessons at Rainbow Road
Pool. Admittedly, when I saw
half the class being dedicated
to walking on obstacle courses,
(benches under the water) and
generallyhaving fun, Iwas skep-
tical about my son’s chances of
learning how to swim in the
near future. However, I knew
that learning how to have fun
in the water instead of being
afraid of it was the first step to
becoming a swimmer.

Progress with Kiran was
slow and I patiently brought
him back four times to re-do

HIKING

Trans-island trail gains momentum

Hiking proposal
enthuses committee

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Volunteers on the Parks and
Recreation Commission’s trail
advisory group are picking up
the pace on a proposal to devel-
op a trans-island trail between
Cape Keppel and the island’s
north end.

“It’s pretty early days, but
I think we actually have a little
bit of momentum,” said Rob
Wiltzen, chair of the Salt Spring
Island Trail Advisory Committee.

Wiltzen said the idea of a
long-distance trail across the
island has been on the com-
mittee’s radar for some time. It
wasn't until islander Gary Quir-

Kiran Pillay and Jim Raddysh at the Rainbow Road Pool.

the level one swimming. By
the end, he was putting his
face in the water with the
help of a snorkel and mask
and dunking his head under,
holding his nose. Now I could
see how important those fun
activities were in getting him
over his fear.

With the general busyness
of a family with two young
kids (flus, colds, starting kin-
dergarten) we hadn’t been
swimming for awhile.

Jim Raddysh, the manager
of Rainbow Road Pool and one
of Kiran’s instructors, noticed

Kiran’s absence and expressed
akeen interest in getting Kiran
to the next level in his learn-
ing. Jim offered to work with
Kiran free of charge until he
learned to swim.

Jim informed me that he
would be “going slow” and
the first job was to get Kiran
completely comfortable in
the water, so out came the
benches and the fun piggy
back rides down to the deep
end, which I now saw play-
ing a vital role in Kiran’s prog-
ress. Also, now that Kiran had
a play date at the pool every

week, it gave me as the parent
the discipline to get him to the
pool consistently, which was
another important factor in
his skill development.

Imagine my joy and grati-
tude when I saw Kiran swim
for the first time, from the
stairs to the wall, no hands
and with his face in the
water.

Jim said that he wasn't quite
done, that his goal for Kiran
was to jump off the edge of
the pool into the water, turn
around and swim back to the
edge — a skill he would need
if he were to ever fall into the
water. With two more lessons
Kiran was doing just that, also
jumpinginto the deep end and
swimming to the lane rope.

Jim Raddysh’s commitment
to the safety and well being
of my child brings tears to my
eyes.

I am astonished at Jim’s
ability to connect with so
many kids using humour and
to make swimming so much
fun. T am so grateful that the
lifelong gift of swimming was
given with such enthusiasm.

We are so blessed to have
such extraordinary people like
Jim in our community who
make such a difference in
people’s lives.

The writer may also be
known on Salt Spring as Crys-
tal Sheehan.

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE

* Fine Custom Cabinets
from MERIT
* Kitchens * Bathrooms
* Offices * Dining Rooms
* Entertainment Units

Carl Borgstrom

Kitchen Designer Serving Salt Spring
250-538-7|33 & The Gulf Islands

MOUAT’S TRADING CO. * DOWNTOWN GANGES * SALT SPRING ISLAND

1$YOUR WELL WATER sare 1o DRiNk?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

§25.00 per test » Results in 24 hours
Be Safe «Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W. 656-1 334

Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5

SALT SPRING ISLAND
POWER & SAIL SQUADRON

BOATING COURSE

Canada’s Premier Recreational Boating Program

In-depth Boat Operation and Safety Training
plus the challenge of Plotting and Navigation

Includes mandatory Pleasure Craft
Operator Card

Course starts on Tuesday, January 11%
and runs for 13 weeks (each Tuesday)

Cost
$255.00 which includes all course materials,
exam and first year membership with Canadian
Power & Sail Squadron
Time
7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Location
Gulf Islands Secondary School, 112 Rainbow Road

Limited spaces available. Call Lynn Clark at
250-537-53177 by January Tth to register

ing publicized the story of a trek
he undertook this past spring,
however, that interest in the trail
resurfaced.

Quiring’s 30-kilometre “high-
peaks route” connects trails and
long-abandoned logging roads
from the end of Mountain Drive
totheridge at MountTuam, north
towards Mount Bruce and Mount
Sullivan, through Burgoyne Bay
Provincial Park, past Bruce Peak
and on towards Mount Belcher
and Mount Erskine.

Today, Wiltzen noted, Quiring
has earned himself a spot on
the trail advisory committee and
offers invaluable experience for
the project.

Wiltzen said completion of
such a monumental trail would
offer an unparalleled recreation
opportunity.

“I think Salt Spring Island
could be a hiking destination,”
he said. “I think this is some-
thing that people would travel
to.”

Any work on the trail is con-
tingent on meeting with gov-
ernment and individual stake-
holders about jurisdictional and
access issues.

Speaking at PARC’s monthly
public meeting on Dec. 6, man-
ager Kees Ruurs said work on the
trail has been identified as the
trail committee’s top priority.

“Quite frankly, it’s an exciting
thing because it will enhance
the opportunities for residents
and visitors,” he said.

Plans are underway to obtain
specific GPS co-ordinates for
Quiring’s original course and
map other possible routes.

DON’T BE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD

Give Ballard Petroleum a call for your Home Heating needs. No
contracts or fine print, just honest courteous service. Remember,
you don’t have to wake up cold. Give us a call for Heating
Fuel, Gasoline or Diesel. We also carry lube oils, fuel tanks &
pumps

1-877-715-1019

KEN & TRACY BULCOCK
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Brussels B
Fresh Grade “A” Sprout :
Turkey 1 g 9Q¢

All Sizes
While quantities last.
$'I.391 kg clubThriftyFoods

| Bonus 100
Points
@ Per Package

~Naturally aged a minimum 21

days formaximum tenderness

« Cut from|Canadian AAA beef
exclusive to Thrifty Foods

« Guaranteed to be tender; juicy
& flavourfulor your money back

dubThrifty Foods oo Green Giant

Bonus

e Vegetables

Per Package

Assorted

Pumpkin Pie b 2F0§4

Made with 100% pure pumpkin,
non-hydrogenated ingredients
and made from

scratch in-store.

Deep Dish

Island Farms

Ice Cream

Country Cream,
Denali or
No Sugar Added

Dessert Christmas Store Hours
165L Friday, December 24" Closing 6PM
Saturday, December 25" Closed

Sunday, December 26" Closed

2.312 % 5o

4 Monday, December 27" to 30" Regular Hours
When you buy ” péccl%r?/ Each
2 whole 9" pies

Level Ground Joyous
TD‘TECt Bouquet

rade The perfect touch
Coﬁee for the holiday table.
Assorted
300g

99

dubThrifty Foods
Bonus 75
Points

Specials in Effect from Wednesday, December 22 to Friday, December 24" at 6pm, 2010
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Entertainment

LT SPRING INN

eRl

\NIE RIB DINp
AAA ANGUS BEEF
Every Thursday 5pm

250-537-9339

MORE COVER WINNERS: Picking up second and third place honours in
the Driftwood's annual Christmas cover contest were submissions by Grade 11
student Ruby Barnard (above) and Grade 12 student Sierra Lundy (below). Top

spot went to Anna Melious, whose work appears on the front page of this edition.

STORY CONTEST

Winners capture
spirit of giving

Kids aged four to 18 participate in
annual event

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

One of the Driftwood’s favourite annual tradi-
tions carried on in 2010 with the Christmas story
writing contest.

While there were fewer entries than in the past few
years, as some “regular” participating classes took a
time-out, the 109 stories still ran the gamut from age
four to 18, with a number of writers submitting their
entries from home rather than school.

STORY CONTEST continued on B2

CHRISTMAS ANGEL

BY ISAAC BURCH
AGE 4-7 CATEGORY
FIRST PLACE

Once upon a time long ago in the North Pole
was Santa’s elves. They were working on toys for
Christmas.

One of the elves said, “This is too many toys. We
need help.”

And then poof — an angel appeared.

“I'll help,” she said.

“OK,” said one of the elves.

So the angel did help the elves. The elves were
really happy.

They thanked the angel and by Christmas
Santa’s sleigh was loaded with toys for Christmas.
Santa was really happy with his elves. But he
wasn't with Grumpy because Grumpy didn’t help.

RUDOLPH GETS LOST

BY ZADIAN ST. -GELAIS
AGE 4-7 CATEGORY
SECOND PLACE

Once upon a time there lived a reindeer called
Rudolph. One day he went in the forest of Christ-
mas spirits. Santa and the elves looked every-
where for Rudolph.

But the elves couldn’t find him. At night they
could see Rudolph. They could see his nose.

One elf gave an apple to Rudolph. But the elves
were so busy looking for Rudolph they didn’t even
make a toy.

So when they got back they made all the toys
the elves can make.

When the elves were done they were exhausted.
As soon as Santa got all of the toys on the sled he
gave all the toys and they lived happily ever after.

frankly scarlet
jewellery

Grace Point Square 537-9500

Complete &=

00000t Repalrs

o Hydraulic hoses

o Electronic engine analysis

o Tune ups ¢ 0il changes

o Four wheel drive service

o Suspension shocks and struts
o Fuel injection o Tires

HAROLD HARKEMA REPAIRS

427 Fulford-Ganges Rd. ¢ 537-4559 ¢ Mon. - Fri. 8-5

A Benefit For Wolf Kids & Jamie Reimer

The Salt Sprin
Gootimes

New Year's Eve Dance

an elegant evening of great music,
delicious hors d’oeuvres and decadent
desserts by Sweet Karma Catering.
Silent auction with fine arts.

Fulford Hall * Friday, December 31st

Doors open 7:30 pm Tickets $30
Must be 19 yrs or older

Tickets on Sale at
Salt Spring Books and
Stuff & Nonsense

www.wolfkids.org

+ + -

* vees

Cere
2070

AVERILLSCREEK

Menus at:
saltspringharbourhouse.com

VINEYARD

New Year's Eve Winemaker's Dinner

Join us as our Executive Chef Paul Stewart and Andy
Johnston of Averill Creek Winery prepare a 5-course
gala tasting menu, perfectly paired with wines from
Andy's cellars: $95 per person.
Dinner starts at 6:30pm.
Jazz Music by guitarist Lloyd English and his friends.

Reservations required: 250-537-4700

%@W

We invite all to join us as the
New Year's Eve celebration will
continue with music from the
Sue Newman band, dancing,
party favours and a midnight
champagne toast: $7.50 cover,
complimentary for Winemaker's
Dinner guests!




B2 | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22,2010 | GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

CHRISTMAS STORIES

Judges laud naughty and nice characters

STORY CONTEST
continued from B

This year’s judging panel
contained a few new faces.
Long-time judging coordinator
Alex Mitchell called it quits this
year, confessing that he felt he
was “just too old” for the task.
The Driftwood thanks Mitchell
for his many years of service
as the coordinator, apologiz-
es for not putting his photo
into the paper every year to
acknowledge his contribution
and would like to remind him
that he is an immortal among
mortals.

Victoria Olchowecki, also a
judge for several years, took
Mitchell’s spot and was joined
by Janet Anderson, Audrey
Isaacs, Betty Poole and Pam
Mastenbroek.

First and second-place
winners receive $30 and $20
cheques, respectively, from
the Driftwood. Those can be
picked up anytime from today,
Wednesday, Dec. 22.

Winners in the various age
categories are as follows, with

the first and second-place sto-

ries found in this section of the ”The emphaSiS seems

paper.

Ages 4-7: First place, Isaac
Burch, The Christmas Angels;
second place, Zadian St.-Ge-
lais, Rudolph Gets Lost. Hon-
ourable mentions: Seth Evano-
chko, The Magical Christmas;
Julianna Akerman, The Chris
Star; John Quesnel, The Day
Santa Got Sick.

Age 8: First place, Seth
Crouse, Snow Help; Second
place, Cheyenne Sawchuk, A
Christmas Miracle. Honour-
able mentions: Lukas Fisher,
My Dog’s Christmas; Arama
St. Gelais, The Great Christ-
mas Candy Battle; Samantha
Shoore, A Very Fairy Christ-
mas; Taylor Akerman, The Pink
Jacket; Eve Green, The Little
Lost Kitten.

“It is interesting to note the
change in the young children’s
perception of the Christmas
season,” said judge Poole
about stories written by the 38
eight-year-olds in her group.
“The emphasis seems to be
less on the getting and more
on the giving.”

to be less on the
getting and more on

the giving.”

BETTY POOLE
Story judge

Age 9: First place, Grace
Schure, Fishy and Santa Fish;
second place, Desmond Finn,
The Bad Kid of Christmas.
Honourable mention: Reed
Goddard, The Truth of Christ-
mas.

“It was a pleasure to read
the essay entries submitted by
24 nine-year-olds,” said judge
Isaacs. “What great imagina-
tions. There was a vast array
of characters both ‘naughty’
and ‘nice,” which included a
menagerie of animals, domes-
tic and wild. One chase scene
involved the interaction of
two gingerbread cookies. All

the stories had suitable intro-
ductions to the varied main
plots, events and adventures
as the young authors honed
their story-telling skills. Hap-
pily for everyone, Christmas
received an A-OK billing for
a final theme of giving and
kindness.”

Age 10: First place, Ty
Davies, Light the Way; second
place, Lina Losier, The Star
Keeper. Honourable men-
tions: Lina Losier, One Christ-
mas Eve; Yashna Love, Ben
Saves Christmas.

Ages 11-13: First place, Char-
lie Beaver, The Rats’ Christmas;
second place, Sofia Luttmer, A
Real Christmas.

Ages 16-18: First place,
Pierce Newman, Life is Cold,
Very Cold; second place, Eva
Olynyk, No Small Feat.

As well, winner of the ran-
dom draw for classes that had
100 per cent student participa-
tion was Linda Burgess’ Grade
2-3 class from Fulford Commu-
nity Elementary School. The
Driftwood provides a cheque
for $100 to the class’ charity of
choice.

Quick Gifts
under *20

SOAPWBRKS

Downtown Ganges 250.537.2701 www.saltspringsoapworks.com

\

INRNREN

Remember, we

Wrap [+ Up

Baby Products
Shampoo Bar
Lip Balm
Artisan Soaps
Gelato

Loofa Soap

for free!

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY!

SEASONAL SALES: Andrea Sanchez sells
holly in the Christmas market, held Saturday in
Centennial Park.

SNOW HELP

BY SETH CROUSE
AGE 8 CATEGORY
FIRST PLACE

My family is home with me. We live on a farm on
Salt Spring Island. It is winter and snowy outside.

One day, me and my sister go up to a neighbour’s
house where my friend Jackson lives to toboggan
down their big hill. We make a jump. Then we tobog-
gan over the jump lots of times. After one crazy slide,
I get a face plant in the snow.

After being outside for a long time, we go inside to
have dinner. Jackson’s mom sees my injured face and
says, “Wht happened?”

I say, “Oh, nothing. Just a major face plant in the
snow.”

She says, “Okay, just thought I'd ask.”

Jackson and I go back outside. While tobogganing,
we see that the older lady’s house next door does not
have her lights on.

L ask, “What is your neighbour’s name again?”

“Her name is Joanne,” says Jackson.

“Let’s go see if she is alright,” I say.

“OK,” said Jackson.

We then go up to her house and knock on the
door. Joanne answers. We ask her if she is OK and she
says that she is very cold. We ask her what we could
do to help her.

She says, “Can you please make me a fire? I can't
see well in the dark.”

“Go find some wood, Jackson. I will get the
matches to light the fire,” I say.

Then Joanne says, “Can you please light some
candles for me?”

We do. “Now there is light for you. Is your power
out? What happened?” We both ask.

“There has been a tree over my power line for the
past two days. And I live alone,” says Joanne.

“Is there anything we can do to help?” we ask.

“No, the fire and candles are lit. Now I can see and
now I will be warm. Thank you boys for your kind-
ness.”

Jackson says that we should probably go now.
Joanne says, “Don’t go yet. I have a gift for your good
deeds.”

“The gift is two hand-knitted hats.”

Jackson and I say our thanks and leave to go back
to his house.

At Jackson’s house we tell everyone about the
neighbour Joanne and how cold she was. My sister
thinks we are making up stories again, but we tell
her it was true. My sister and I are on our way back to
our home and we pass Joanne's house. Joanne sees
us walking by and calls to us. She says, “Do you want
some hot chocolate? You were so kind to me, helping
to get my house warm!”

We both say, “We would love to.”

After we finish our hot chocolate, we see that there
was a nasty snow storm coming. It was too cold
for us to walk home. So we had to stay the night at
Joanne’s house. Tomorrow is Christmas Eve. When
we woke up the next morning it was nice enough to
walk home. We said, “Thank you and goodbye,” to
Joanne.

We invited Joanne and Jackson’s family over for
Christmas dinner to celebrate our new friendship.
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

LIGHT
THE
WAY

BY TY DAVIES
AGE 10 CATEGORY
FIRST PLACE

Far, far away in a
village made of winter
white, a magical place
exists. Tiny igloos
glisten on a blanket
of fluffy white snow.
Sleeping in these igloos
are families of well-fed
penguins.

One very special
penguin, Theo, spends
Christmas Eve carving
magical gifts. These
icicle carvings glow, fed
by the northern lights
of the sky.

On Christmas Eve,
Theo silently tip-toes
through the village,
placing each decorated
icicle over the arch of
every doorway. Theo
finishes his work and
snuggles into his cozy
little igloo, falling fast
asleep.

High up in the sky,

a tiny sleigh appears.
Santa’s sleigh can see
the way! The village
below glows with the
colours of the northern
lights. Santa can see his
way to each and every
igloo.

Santa sings, “Merry
Christmas to all, and to
all a good night!”

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SANTA
SING: Santa

and friends
have a romp-
ing good time
as Fernwood
Elementary
School holds its
annual Christ-
mas concert.

LIFE IS COLD,VERY COLD

BY PIERCE NEWMAN
AGE 16-18 CATEGORY
FIRST PLACE

Life is cold, very cold. This
could go beyond you and your
everyday life.

For winters are cold, very
cold. When you can’t get to
town to get more of the thing
that gives you heat (propane,
wood) — that’s cold.

When you have to sleep with
bundles of blankets, that’s
cold.

Or when you're with a group
of people and all you're hear-
ing from them is how warm
and wonderful their weekend
was, while yours was freezing
cold and you had fights with

your parents. That’s cold.

When some people com-
plain that their power went
out and their pipes froze, and
you had neither in the first
place, that’s cold.

When you miss the school
dance because you had to go
off to the hospital, and you
hear how great it was the next
day, that’s cold.

Or when teachers don't like
your work because of the way
you do it, that’s cold.

Now I'm sure when you look
back at your winters, they’re
either warm and cozy or you
had to walk 10 miles up hill
(both ways) to school and
home in the blizzard.

I'm curious what the defini-

tion of “a hard life” is, and I
don’t mean as in the musical,
Annie.

I mean as in a hard life, like
your car breaking down a lot
and you have troubles some-
times paying the bills. Or is a
hard life like you don’t have
a car and you have diffi-
culty paying your grocery bill,
never mind your heating bill,
because you don’t have a rent
or power bill to even speak of?

Or is a hard life like the
African kids who live in
shacks and get shot at by the
gun-toting idiots with blood
diamonds?

I wonder sometimes when
it'’s okay to say I have a hard
life.

frankly scarlet

jewellery
Grace Point Square 537-9500

Name: Mike To learn about

Age: 4 years (approx) all of our

Gender: male adoptable

Likes: Aerial arts, meal  animals, visit
Qme. www.spca.bc.ca )

FISHYAND SANTA FISH

BY GRACE SCHURE
AGE 9 CATEGORY
FIRST PLACE

If you go way down to the
bottom of the ocean, to the big
reef, and down Sea Lane, at
81 you will find the Flounder
family.

Mr. and Mrs. Flounder live
there with their little son,
Fishy, a cute and funny fish.

One day Fishy woke up
feeling as cheerful as ever. He
brushed his gills and combed
his fins and then ran out to
the table to eat. Mrs. Flounder
was up making small worms.
Mmmmm! Fishy’s favourite!

“Where’s Daddy?” Fishy
asked as Mrs. Flounder put his
plate on the table.

“He had to go to work early,”
she said.

“Okay,” said Fishy, slurping
up the last worm on his plate.

“Get ready, Sweetie, or you
will miss the Jelly Fish,” said
Mrs. Flounder as she zipped
up his backpack and pushed
him out the door.

Outside the water was blow-
ing hard. Fishy zipped up his
coat and swam to catch up
with his friend Joe. Fishy asked
Joe if he believed in Santa, and
Joe said, “No way! Do you?”

“Oh, no,” said Fishy, but
really he did.

At school, Miss Puff had
the class write a story about
Santa. Joe didn't like the idea,
but Fishy did the best job of
anyone in the class.

At recess, Fishy asked every-
one if they believed in Santa.

They all said, “No!” or “Why?
Do you?”

When Mommy came to
pick him up, Fishy told her

what had happened at school.
Mommy said not to worry and
that they would talk at dinner.
When they got home, Fishy
did his homework and then
watched his favourite TV show,
the Fish Net. Dinner was on
the table and the family sat
down to dinner. Mommy and
Fishy told Dad what happened
at school and Dad said, “The
kids at school won't get any
presents if they don’t believe.”
That made Fishy feel better.
He had to cheer up for tomor-
row was Christmas Eve, his
favourite time of year.

After breakfast on Christmas
Eve, Fishy asked if his cousin
John was coming for Christ-
mas.

“Yes,” said Mom.

“Awesome!” said Fishy. His
cousin was SO cool! “When is
he coming?” Fishy asked.

“Right now,” said mom as
the door opened.

“John!” yelled Fishy. “You are
here!”

“Ya, little dude,” said John. “I
am here.”

That night they had mussels,
shrimp and crabs for Christ-
mas Eve dinner. After dinner,
they went to put their PJs on
and get ready for bed.

Then they went to make a
snack for Santa, they hung
their stockings over the fire-
place and jumped into bed.
Fishy couldn’t fall asleep so he
got up to look for Santa.

He waited but Santa did not
come.

Soon it was morning and
Santa still did not come, so
when everyone got up, there
were no presents under the
tree. It was all Fishy’s fault!

“Where are all the presents?”
asked John.

“I stayed up all night and
Santa did not come,” said
Fishy. “I just wanted to see
him.”

“I'm going home!” John
shouted and ran to the bed-
room to pack. Ten minutes
later he came out, ran to the
door, put on his shoes and
coat and was gone.

Fishy started to cry. He was
so sad that John had left. John
was his favourite person in the
whole world.

“It’s okay,” Mommy said.
“He’s just mad that he didn’t
get anything.”

The next Christmas, John
came down again but was still
mad.

“I'm sorry, John. I know
you're still mad but can we just
get along for Christmas?” said
Fishy.

There was a long silence and
then John said, “Okay.”

“Dinner!” called Mr. Floun-
der.

“Coming!” called John and
Fishy.

After dinner they hung their
stockings over the fireplace,
made a snack for Santa and
then jumped into bed.

In the morning there were
presents in the stockings and
presents under the tree. Fishy
got a toy fish, a new movie and
a book called Fish Pet.

John got a cool cap, a new
movie and a book called Cool
Fish.

After breakfast, John went
home and Fishy turned on
the TV to the Fish Net. He was
very happy. He had gotten the
Christmas he wanted.

gtfg)a the ?g/d/ 7;4/%/
this C%z" My ...

Vegas
Mexico
Disneyland
our travel ideas are limitless!

Gift Certificates - all denominations!

ph: 250-537-5523
1.877.274.4168

Across from the Visitor Centre
Contact our Agents: Julia at ext. 5251 / Debbie at ext. 5252

LNIGLL

Geo Travel
www.Geo.ca

FOOD
on menn | on sfﬂge

Salt Spring's BEST | The Island's #1 Live Music Destination.

WED 22: Open Stage - STEPHANIE RHODES
THU 23: Roots - LANE 31

FRESH SEAFOOD
dining choice.

on fap

16 WORLD CLASS
BEERS on tap

&a VIBRANT
WINE LIST

Weekends @ 10am

DRINK

MUSIC

SUN 26: Rock - RUN FOR COVER (§7)

oreakfast

Oyster Bar & Marine Girill

PUB

BOXING DAY JAZZ BRUNCH (1130am - 230pm)
featuring - SUE NEWMAN + the JAZZMEN

WED 29: Open Stage - STEPHANIE RHODES
NEW YEARS EVE PARTY!! w/ RUN FOR COVER ($7)

lonch

Daily from 11am

divwmer
Daily till 11pm

MOBY’ S “Serving The World for 20 years”

250-537-5559
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]
, What's On - the go!
Scan this barcode with
download, instructions

. : below,
www.gulfislandstourism.com/calendar.htm o

Wed. |Thurs. |Fri. Sat. Sun. |Mon. |(Wed.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT |8 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ACTIVITIES LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ACTIVITIES LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Lloyd English Trio. Lane31. Photos with Santa. Gary Fletcher Memorial Christmas | Frivolous Party. No activities scheduled at this Open Stage.
Live jazz every Wednesdayat | Live band at Mobys. In exchange for a food bank donation | Day Dinner. Hosted by Alchemi Living Arts at Beaver | time. Wednesdays with Stephanie Rhodes
the Harbour House. Oscar Kempe. at Rainbow Road Pool. 11a.m. to Free dinner at Meaden Hall. Doors Point Hall. With Frivolous, DJ Someone at Moby’s. 8 p.m.
Open Stage. Live at the Tree House Cafe. 530 | noon. open at 11:30a.m., dinner at noon, Special, local hip hap group Double Dei;
Wednesdays with Stephanie | t0 8:30 p.m. followed by entertainment. Sponsored | live art and installations; audience-
Rhodes at Moby’s. 8 p.m. Open Mic. by the SS United Church. participation old-school dance-off. ues
Thursdays at the The Local pub. 6 Harbour House Christmas Day Doors at 8 p.m. o
to 10 p.m. Dinner. Boxing Day Jazz Brunch.
With music by Vaughn Fulford & the Featuring Sue Newman & the Jazzmen
Folk Fiendes, three-course turkey atMoby’s. 11:30a.m. t0 2:30 p.m.
(limbing Wall. dinner & reqular menu. Harbour Run for Cover. No activities scheduled at this
Open from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. House Hotel. Call 250-537-4700 for Rock band at Moby’s. time.
Santa & His Elves. reservations.
At Pharmasave Downtown, 5-6
p.m.; Island Star, 6-7 p.m. Climbing Wall.
Open from 6:30 o 9:30 p.m.

@

-—

Happy
e Holudays

Catering & Take Out Closed Sun. & Mon.
JOIN US ON

FACEBOOK

at Central Hall call 250-537-4656

To watch the preview go to www.thefritz.ca 3 COURSE HARVEST LUNCH 3 COURSE DINNER

We are open 7 days a week from ONLY ONLY

Dec.26th to Wed. Jan.5th $10.00 $20.00

MERRY CHRISTMAS'

Chronicles of Narnia: December 24 — OPEN for Lunch and Dinner

Voyage of the Dawn Treader _ December 25, 26 & 27 — CLOSED — Merry Christmas
OanS sunday Dec. 26th 3:00 GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE « NOW SERVING OUR TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS MENU

Matinee, Mon. Tues. Wed. 7:00 RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 250-538-5551

CELEBRATE

CINEMA

The Chronicles of Narnia - The Voyage of the Dawn Treader — Edmund and Lucy along
with their cousin Eustace are swallowed into a painting and transported back to Narnia and the
magnificent ship The Dawn Treader. They join King Caspian and a warrior mouse named Reepicheep
for a mission which holds the fate of Nania itself. The courageous voyagers overcome their own | iat

greatest temptations, as they travel to mysterious islands; have fateful confrontations with magical THRIFTY FOODS

creatures and sinister enemies; and reunite with their friend and protector, the “Great Lion” Aslan.
Merry Christmas & Hdppy New Yearl

+ Random 8 Christmas Exhibition featuring work by Janet Cameron, Jerry Davidson, Lynn | Ganges, Mouat's Centre - 7:30am to 8pm - Customer Service 250-537-1522
Demers, Bly Kaye, Jan Sharkey Thomas, Dennice Stambuck, lan Thomas and Janis Woode
at Gallery 8. Runs daily to Friday, Dec. 31. N ))

« Imaginary Landscapes, an exhibit of paintings by Vancouver artist Andrew Gibbs, runs at ~ oy o0 ‘ .
Market Place Cafe through Jan. 30, 2011. 2 ~! «ll 5 3 4 (:) 49

+ Duck Creek Gallery solstice week opening — Wednesday, Dec. 22 is the last day. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Wood and bronze sculptures, photographic prints, art prints, art cards available.

+ Pegasus Framing Gallery presents work by the lino-cut master Richard Calver along with Bill
Mayberrry abstracts and hyper-realist oils by Christopher Walker.

+ See Lyman Whitaker’s wind sculptures at Grace Point Square.

« Julianna Slomka shows paintings of music and dance, as well as earlier drawings, at the Harbour
House lobby through Jan. 1, 2011.

« Lou Ellis shows photos at T) Beans.

+ New Paintings by Paul Bryans are now on exhibit at Steffich Fine Art.

+ Margaret Threlfall’s miniature original watercolours are now available in the ArtSpring lobby

Bring your whole family and enjoy live music,
a succulent three course dinner
(or our regular menu), beautiful Christmas
decorations, and a festive atmosphere for all
ages! No siress, no dishes, relax and enjoy
the Holidays at the Harbour House Hotel!

Gift Cards Now Available!

HOFb?UI’ |’||OUSfe Gifé(l:(]l’ds lmk():}ke anideal glﬁ' for d|5p|ay @se 1-800-8874321
ily & fri I Avai i amount - ) . - . ! d.
yours%ng'gy Th%eﬁofe| %%gf Yeolrdgsn%drgy! V « Evelyn Russell shows collograph and China ink paintings at Island Savings through the end of Tne only mattiss, Tem::\:l\;i\;v:;::[il::u::ﬁlla{cgl:]&ies
February. andgcertifiedyby_the wut:eavlvelrse 'a‘::vrluss g:n:ledas
« The Salt Spring Photography Club displays photos by club members at the Salt Spring Coffee Space Foundation ) |
Company on an electronic picture frame, with updated photos every two weeks. A better night's sleep, no springs attached!
« Margaret Ann Argiro, visual artist and photographer, has eight photos and one pastel painting y
hanging in Bruce’s Kitchen. Images feature fruits, vegetables and the Northern Range as seen UNCI-E ALBERT s FUHNITURE

through the notch in Mt. Belcher. 107 2nd St. Duncan  |\ion.-Sat. 9- 5 30
RESERVATIONS: 250 537 4700, gharj Macdonald shows new photos at Jana’s Bake Shop. 1-800-593-5303 Sun 11-4
——— LSRN HARE QURHIQUSE.COM
Brl Get the Honda you

home  eally, veally mant
Presenting the 2011 CR-V

*
Starting from $ 2 7,880 INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI 2011 CR-V model RE3H3BEY shown

- *MSRP is $27,880.00 for a new 2011 Honda CR-V LX 2WD, model RE3H3BEY and includes $1,590.00 freight and PDI. License, insurance, registration, environmental fees and taxes
BR!TISH COLUMBIA 6466 Bel I McKI nnon Road' D unca n are extra. Retailer may sell for less. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. No payments for 90 days offer applies to purchase finance offers on all new 2010 and 2011 models
7N\ D’SCOWRY - purchased and delivered by January 3rd, 2011. Offer available only through Honda Financial Services on approved credit. Monthly payments are deferred for 90 days. Contracts
bl DEALERS WWW d Iscoveryhonda com will be extended accordingly. Interest charge (if any) will not accrue during the first 60 days of the contract. After 60 days, interest (if any) starts to accrue and the purchaser will
www.BCHonda.com " " repay principal and interest (if any) monthly over the term of the contract. ¥$500.00 Cash Bonus offer applies only to retail customer purchase, lease or finance agreements on

select new 2010 and 2011 Civic, Accord and CR-V models. Cash Bonus offer includes HST where applicable. Valid only for purchase, lease or finance agreements concluded at
- participating Honda retailers. /¥Offers valid from December 1st, 2010 through January 3rd, 2011 at participating Honda retailers. Offers valid only for British Columbia residents

at BC Honda Dealers locations. Offers subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.BCHonda.com or see your Honda retailer for full details.
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YOUNG WRITER

Callum Grant-
Cawdell pumps
out 50,000
words

A Salt Spring teen is
among the successful
participants of 2010’s
National Novel Writing
Month.

Callum Grant-
Cawdell, age 14, fin-
ished the first draft of
his novel called Names
for the international
challenge.

Nicknamed NaNo-
WriMo, the event
requires writers to start
and finish the first draft
of a 50,000-word novel
within November’s 30

Ganges last Thursday.

DANCE PARTY

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Deb Toole conducts Viva Voce carollers during Open Late Til Eight shopping in

days.
Grant-Cawdell fin-
ished on Nov. 29 at

Alchemi invites community
to get Frivolous on Boxing Day

Family-friendly dance
event at BPH

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

An island-born musical prod-
igy now living in Germany will be
at Beaver Point Hall for Boxing
Day with a special performance
by Frivolous, hosted by Alchemi
Living Arts.

Talli Gadon, a member of the
Alchemi Living Arts Collective,
said Frivolous is known for his
innovative approach to electronic
music and performance. His art
has won the former Galiano Island
resident gigs at some of Europe’s
biggest night clubs, including Café
Del Mar in Paris.

Frivolous has called his work the
result of an “obsession with sound
design for both dancing and liv-
ing alike.” His sound has been
described as jazz-infused minimal
or experimental house.

“What he does is construct his
songs and integrate his own instru-
ment inventions,” Gadon said,
naming a hand-cranked wooden
music box and a robot that plays
the xylophone according to Frivo-
lous’ movements among his cre-
ations.

Also on the bill for the night is
DJ Someone Special (Gadon) and
local hip hop group Double Dei,
featuring the MC talents of Dano
Hammer. Live art and installations

Stay
Connected

be part of the
Driftwood’s online
community.
Sign up for breaking news, a
weekly news digest E-dition,
Facebook community updates, and

short, timely messages via Twitter.
gulfislands.net
[signup.html

are part of the event, as well as an
audience participated and judged
old-school dance-off.

“We encourage individuals and
groups — people who are ama-
teurs, passionate and just want to
strut their stuff,” Gadon said.

Catering for the event is also
being done by Alchemi, and will
include raw organic chocolate,
superfoods and elixirs mixed with
the algae supplement E3live.

The Frivoulous show, recent
events like the Frightmare Before
Christmas party and upcoming
ones like a 1950s-style sock-hop
planned for January are evidence
of Alchemi’s ongoing commitment
to infuse more art (and fun) into
the community. Gadon said the
collective is continuing to evolve
but remains dedicated to provid-
ing a centre for arts and culture
from its home base in downtown
Ganges.

“One reason why I'm very pas-
sionate about what we do here is I
come from a culture that was very
important [on the island] in the
past,” said Gadon, who was born
on Salt Spring 35 years ago.

“That esoteric, hippy culture
seems to be kind of dying off, so
we're really happy to foster that
and help bring it back.”

The collective ishome to abroad
array of resident artists, who range
from around 20 to 40 years in age.
Alchemi events are even more
broad-based, reaching all ages

Help is available.
All day. Every day.

For services in youra
or Bonnie Williamson

and intended to be family friendly
(depending on the theme).

People with young children are
welcome to bring them to dances
and to in-house events, since the
collective realizes the difficulty
there can be in participating in the
arts otherwise.

Reaching out to the upcom-
ing generation of artists is also an
important goal.

“One of our major objectives is
to give youth on Salt Spring a safe
and comfortable environment to
express their individuality,” Gadon
said, noting mature teens (16 years
and older) and young adults are
encouraged to explore the Her-
eford Street base, where in-house
potlucks, music jams and an art
gallery provide creative venues
and a place for people to gather.

The collective is currently work-
ing on achieving status as a reg-
istered non-profit organization.
Until then, Gadon said personal
donations are welcome to help
keep the Hereford house open and
available to the community for the
long term.

Tickets to the Boxing Day show
with Frivolous are $20 at the door
or $15 in advance, available at
Alchemi Living Arts Collective, 133
Hereford Ave. or Salt Spring Sound,
131 McPhillips Ave. Doors open at
8p.m.

For more information call Talli
Gadon or Mya Hardman at 250-
537-2013.

rea ask for Jennifer Taylor

Youth finishes
draft of novel

frankly scarlet
jewellery

8:40 p.m., complet-
ing 50,000 words in 29
days by keeping to a
vigourous, self-mod-

Grace Point Square 537-9500

erated schedule. He is
home-schooled on Salt
Spring.

The total word count
for the 2010 version of

Salt Spring Island Community Services

268 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

250-537-9971

www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca

COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

the NaNoWriMo was
2,872,682,109.

For more informa-
tion, see www.nanaw-
rimo.org.

f Who

reads us?

88% of Islanders read the
Driftwood each week,

-(ombase survey /‘

families.

* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth and

* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is free
and confidential.

* Family Place: Rug Huggers Baby & Parent Drop-In: Mon. 10-1,
Stay & Play: Tues. & Thurs. 12-3, Fri. 10-1,
Dad ‘n Me: Sat. 8:30-10

* Let's Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm

*The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:30-9:30 pm.
Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970

* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,
349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.

* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 250-537-4607.

* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to midnight at Lady
Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840

*24-hr. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected with the
Need Crisis Centre in Victoria,

Join us Wednesday nights
throughout the winter
as we celebrate the food
of different regions
of the world
A Taste of the Caribbean Dec 22

Music this Week 5:30-8:30pm

A Taste of India Dec 29
Check our website for
different regions and menus
every Wednesday

Thur Oscar Kempe and Friends
Fri
Sat Closed for Christmas

Closed for Christmas

$6 Early Bird Breakfast
on-Fri Before 10a
www.treehousecafe.ca

Despicable Me

Despicable Me is yet another “pretty
good but not quite Pixar good” animated
blockbuster. Clearly inspired by The
Incredibles, this story instead deals with
the trials and tribulations of being the
villain.

Steve Carrell stars as Gru, a career bad
guy whose greatest achievement so far
is stealing the jumbotron from Times
Square. He’s got the secret underground
lair, the legion of little yellow techie
minions, but has yet to pull off that really,
really dastardly scheme. Upstaged by
the arrival of the younger Vector (Jason
Segal), Gru is forced to put his plan of
stealing the moon into effect.

The problem is that Vector has stolen
the shink-ray gun needed to pull that
off. When Gru sees that three orphan
girls selling cookies have no problem
getting into Vector’s suburban fortress,
the solution is clear. He adopts the three
cuties and . . . well . . . from here it’s
pretty clear what happens. You know: the
plan goes awry, the girls melt his heart,
yadda yadda.

I realize that I’m not making Despicable
Me sound very good, but it’s a perfectly
fun time. Kids will adore it (there’s
a fart gun, for crying out loud) and
there’s enough there for adults not to

Sunday-Tuesday 8am-4pm
Wednesday-Saturday 8am-8:30pm

ph 250-537-5379

_ISLAND STAR VIDED presents..

Flick Pick

50 Tugioy

pass out due to boredom. But it’s not
one of those animated films that adults
absolutely must watch, unlike those of
the aforementioned Pixar.

There’s just something missing. It’s
funny, looks great, and the celebrity
performances aren’t too obviously self-
referential, but the emotional kick of Up,
Wall-E, Ratatouille or The Incredibles
just isn’t there.

The film tries, quite valiantly, to
establish some character growth for Gru
by way of the three girls. The central
conceit is that he’s a parody of those
“career dads” you see in kids’ films,
the ones that stay late at work and miss
their sons’ baseball games. But the very
second we see these cute little girls and
their uptight orphanage mistress, we
know how the film will proceed. There’s
no surprises.

This element of creativity might be
what separates Pixar from the rest. Kids
haven’t been subjected to a million
stories like we adults have — we need
something original to get us to care about
what’s happening on screen. Despicable
Me, like other “almosts” such as How
to Train Your Dragon, is perfectly well
done as it as, but still feels like something
we’ve already seen.

ISLAND STAR VIDEO

New Arrivals...

o SALT » EASY A
o WALLSTREET  THE TOWN

250-537-4477
.your locally owned video shop!
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PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

GIANT SANTA:
Silas Omaley checks
out a larger-than-life
Santa outside of Island
Star Video, during a late
night shopping celebra-
tion last Thursday in
Ganges.

Quality
Doesn’t Cost...
It Pays!

Fine cookware

5
i&f?/ & accessories
7 : available at:

Love My Kitchen

FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
250-537-5882

Visit us for breakfast or lunch
7 days a week across from
Slegg Lumber in Sidney

2 for 1 Breakfast on Fridays
for the Month of December
from 8 am to 10 am

Stop in for Complimentary
Mulled Cider over the Holidays!

Visit us online at www.dishcookhouse.com
102-2031 Malaview Ave. West Sidney, (across from Slegg Lumber)

:g:nfh 8:00 am - 2:30 pm 250-655-5295

Sat. - Sun. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm dishcookhouse@telus.net

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Fine dining and wild dancing
among the ways to greet ‘11

A roundup of Salt Spring events to
help ring in the new year

Dance at Fulford Hall

This benefit for Wolf Kids and Jamie Reimer fea-
tures special guest appearances by Harry Manx,
Bill Henderson, Valdy, Greg Pauker, Emily Braden
and many more during an elegant evening of great
music, delicious hors d’oeuvres and decadent des-
serts. Also a silent auction with fine arts.

Doors open 7:30 p.m. Participants must be 19
years or older. Tickets are on sale at Salt Spring
Books and Stuff & Nonsense for $30.

Bruce’s Kitchen

Join chef Bruce Wood for an evening of great
food at the communal table.

An extra-special three-course meal, plus sur-
prise hors d’oeuvres, features shrimp and wild
salmon rillettes with crab salad; dried porcini and
cocoa-rubbed Quist Farm beef tenderloin with
Sauce Diane served with twice-baked potato with
lobster, chives and Riopelle cheese; and dessert.

The price of $75 per person includes a glass of

wine with each course — HST and gratuities not
included. For more details and to reserve, call 250-
931-3399.

HHH Winemaker’s Dinner

Enjoy a five-course gala meal by chef Paul Stewart
with wine pairings from Averill Creek Winery, 5:30 to
8:30 p.m. $95. See the full menu at http://saltspring-
harbourhouse.com. Reservations are essential.

The dinner is followed by music and dancing
with Sue Newman and a four-piece jazz band, 9
p-m. to midnight. The $7.50 cover includes party
favours and a champagne toast (complimentary
to Winemaker’s Dinner guests).

Bass Dojo’s Gregorian NYE gathering

Music at Beaver Point Hall by DJs Adham Shai-
kh, Kreuger Singh, Grandpa Phunk, Bron Tron,
Invisibling and Coi plus special live jam with
CICO, 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. $15 in advance at Alchemi
Living Arts and Acoustic Planet. $20 at the door.
Dojo World cuisine and refreshments.

Moby’s pub

Moby’s Oyster Bar and Marine Pub is having a
New Year’s Eve party with Run for Cover. $7 cover.

BOOKS

Zany stories featured in Dan Mooney's first book

Almost Paradise now
available

Salt Spring resident Dan
Mooney hasjust self-published
his first book called Almost Par-
adise: a series of 30 humorous
stories and five poems depict-
ing the life and adventures of
the author on the “wet coast”
and beyond.

Seven stories in Almost Para-
dise are about Salt Spring. They
include: Shy and Retiring; The
Mating Game; Tour De Farce;
Gone To The Dogs; Obsenile
Psychosis; From I Do To Adieu;
and Return To Rough-House,
which includes a reference to
Fritz The Cat.

“Fritz is the only real name I
use in the book,” said Mooney.
“All the other names have

been changed to protect the
guilty.”

“I'm a recreational writer,”
he explains. “Putting pen to
paper is something I do to
amuse myself onlong dark, wet
winter nights. But the stories
were piling up and my partner
and self-appointed editor sug-
gested we turn the pile into a
book. We sent a sample story
to a well-known B.C. publisher
and it was returned about six
weeks later with the following
comment. .. ‘very funny, really
enjoyed it . . . you should get it
published.” So we decided to
self-publish.”

“All the stories are based on
real life experiences with the
exception of the ones where
cats and dogs are the narrators.
The most outrageous story is
based on one of our regular

visits to Quadra Island. After
a lovely day of paddling, we
were preparing dinner at Main
Lakes Provincial Park when
a carload of campers arrived
and launched into a fam-
ily feud with all the drama of
a Shakespeare play. There was
no escape, so we were trapped
there until the bitter end.”

“Other stories in the book
include tales about my eccen-
tric family members and
friends, details of my weirdest
travel experiences in Mexico,
Arizona and B.C., and recol-
lections about those odd jobs
from hell. There’s one sad story
about the untimely death of
my old friend in Saskatchewan
and another about the chal-
lenges of dog-sitting a mutt
who receives weekly postcards
in the mail.”

“There are also fictional
characterslike the billion-year-
old man undergoing a mid-life
crisis and thousands of female
frogs dirty dancing to attract a
mate. There’s a detective agen-
cy run by cats and a jolly gent
who operates a grow-op at the
North Pole.”

Almost Paradise was
designed by Lorraine Sulli-
van and printed in Victoria by
Island Blue’s copy-on-demand
service.

The book is available at Vol-
ume I Books in Ganges, Break-
water Books in Powell River
and through the author.

Signed copies are avail-
able by calling 250-538-0998
or emailing claire77@telus.
net. One copy has been
donated to the Mary Hawk-
ins Library.

B A Very Merry Christmas to You and Your Family

A

DOWNTOWN 250-537-5534

104 Lower Ganges Rd.

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year

UPTOWN 250-538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.
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Island Star Video 6 - 7 pm

JOIN SANTA CLAUS AND THE ELVES DOWNTOWN

Downtown Pharmasave 5 - 6 pm

OPEN LATE...

* Make your own
Shrinky Dink
ornament¢ - FREE

* Draw a tag from our

Santa Hat to receive
10-40% off total purchages

* Enter your receipt to win the
Playmobil School!

West of i1, Moon

Asalways -FREE
gift wrapping

Last Minute
Giftts!

¢ New Release DVD’s

¢ Collectible Toys
e Gift Certificates

H SALTSPRING ISLAND BC S

Great Gift Ideas

Great gift ideas - Handmade chocolates
Candy assortwent - Licorice

Uncommon Toys * Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30
Sun.11-5  250-537-1966

100 LOWER GANGES RD (next to Pharmasave), SALT SPRING ISLAND
250.537.4434 1.888.783.3534 www.harlanschocolates.com

il

C °
tis the season!
Share the spirit with gifts
that sparkle and shine

Live well with

DOWNTOWN UPTOWN
- - 250-537-5534 250-538-0323
250 537 4477 104 Lower Ganges Rd. 372 Lower Ganges Rd.

2ace and one and thanks f
sv\:ov\)‘“g at Rainbow Road Tf'acoif;ng

YOUR
STORE FOR
GIFTS & MORE -’

SLIPPERS, SOCKS, I
ROBES, LOUNGE PANTS

UP T0 50% OFF
MEN’S SWEATERS

Clothes '
SHMark’s

152 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD 250-537-2999

Open +i| 8pm December 23rd
Mon-Sat 9am-6pm Sundays: 11-4pm
224 Lower Ganges Road (next to Sears)
250.537.0057

10 gifts inder $10

(V[ Sudsy Soaps
[V Gifts Galore
[V Blissful Bubbles

§owe
: Wrap It Up ;
.. for free! .4

Downtown Ganges 250-537-2701

Shop Late

til &pm
andjoin us
for treats
and cider

at..
Love My Kitchen

FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES

149 FULFORD-GANGES RD ° 250.537.5882

250-931-7070
122 Hereford Ave.

S
¢ 'we
SUPPORT
LochAL




B10 | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22,2010 | GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

People&:
Community

Crazy Christmas Sale

2090 off

Games, Jigsaw Puzzles,

Art Supplies & Wall Calendars
Salt Spring Books

50 104 McPhillips Avenue ¢ 250-537-2812

AFRICAN ADVENTURE

Island pair completes African odyssey

Kate Parker shares
highest peak
adventure

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

If there’s any doubt
that travel is an ideal
way to broaden one’s
horizons, one need only
speak to Kate Parker
about her three-month
sojourn in Tanzania.

Most people who visit
the East African coun-
try would probably
consider their journey
a success after taking in
one of the nation’s many
world-class national
parks, volunteering with
alocal NGO, touring the
historicvillages of Zanzi-
bar or scaling the snows
of Mount Kilimanjaro.

Parker figured she'd
do all four.

The 20-year-old
Salt Spring native has
recently come home
from an internship orga-
nized through Dalhou-
sie University’s finance
and entrepreneurship
co-op program and the
Canadian International
Development Agency.

Back in September,
Parker set off from Can-
ada with little more than

a healthy curiosity for
other cultures, unbri-
dled optimism and a
hope to use her keen
business sense to help
those in less fortunate
circumstances than her-
self.

Parker soon found
herself just outside the
northern Tanzanian
city of Moshi at a centre
to help impoverished
street children.

When she arrived, the
centre’s skeleton staff
and the nearly 60 chil-
dren between the ages
of six and 17 who call it
home had a hard time
paying their electricity
and water bills.

Thanks to a modest
bead-necklace enter-
prise and a lucrative new
chicken coop that Parker
established during her
stay, however, the centre
isback on its feet and has
a promising future.

“I'm so happy to see
that these are fully sus-
tainable projects now,”
she said.

Having completed her
time at Moshi, Parker
took some time to view
the menagerie of crea-
tures at nearby parks
and visited far-flung
corners of the country,
Parker set her sights on

Kate Parker, left, and Britta Rustad at the peak of Mount Kilimanjaro.

RIGTURE
WiliTi 1) SIANTA

Friday, Dec. 24

11 am - 12 noon
(donation to Food Bank required)

HIARRY
HOUIDAYS) -

indoor pool
250.537.1402

seriously fresh green ideas

wishing yo

u a seriously

merry ‘
christmas:

We are closed from Dec. 23rd to Jan. 2nd.
But we are excited to re-open back at
158 Eagleridge Drive on January 2nd!

www.imaginethatgraphics.ca

graphic, web & print solutions

GRAPHICS.CA

great graphics witty websites groovy green digital & offset printing
lovely labels vivid vinyl signs perky professional service

info@imaginethatgraphics.ca 250.537.1877 - Mon-Fri 9-5 103 Bonnet Ave./ 158 Eagleridge Dr.

an even higher objec-
tive.

About 40 kilometres
north of Moshi, atan ele-
vation of 5,895 metres,
sits the summit of Afri-
ca’s highest peak. When
some friends and local
guides offered Parker an
opportunity to make the
six-day expedition, she
couldn'’t resist.

Before long, she’'d
tracked down fellow
islander and soccer star
Britta Rustad, who hap-
pened to be in nearby
Rwanda at the time, and
made the pitch.

Rustad didn’t hesitate

“The key was to
distract ourselves

any way we could.”

KATE PARKER
Climber

and soon found herself
gearing up alongside
Parker and the trekking
outfit theyd hired to help
them make it to the peak.

Though she’s physi-
cally active and in great
health, Parker’s prior
mountaineering experi-

J @UR LADY OF GRACE AND \g

ST. PAUL'S CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Roman Catholic Church, 135 Drake Road

All Masses are at Our Lady of Grace Church unless otherwise noted:

CHRISTMAS:

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass, 7 pm Friday Dec 24 (Carols 6 pm )
Midnight Mass, Midnight at St. Pauls, Fulford (Carols at 11 pm)
(hristmas Day Mass, 10 am

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26

Anticipatory Mass, 5 pm Saturday Dec 25
Mass, 8 am at St. Paul's, Fulford « Mass, 10am

NEW YEAR'’S, JANUARY 01

Anticipatory Mass, 5 pm Friday Dec31
Adoration11pm « Midnight Mass, 12 midnight « Mass, 10am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 02

Mass, 8 am at St. Pauls, Fulford « Mass, 10am
Our Lady of Grace extends every blessing to you and

'\ your family for a Joyous Christmas and New Year f‘

ence amounted to only
a few climbs up to the
448-metre summit of
Mount Erskine.

Once the pairreached
4,267 metres, Parker
said she was beginning
to feel signs of altitude
sickness. From that
point to the summit,
she found ithard to hold
down any food and pro-
ceeded up the mountain
atasnail’s pace.

“The key was to dis-
tract ourselves any way
we could,” Parker said.

For much of the
summit day’s 15-hour
slog, Parker found her-

self hypnotized by the
headlamps of other
climbers in the distance
as her chest tightened
and breathing became
increasingly difficult.

In spite of its reputa-
tion as the easiest of the
world’s seven summits,
“Kili” is no walk in the
park.

Altitude sickness
claimed the life of a
climber in a nearby party
that very day and for-
mer tennis star Martina
Navratilova had to turn
back when she began
to show potentially life-
threatening symptoms
of high-altitude pulmo-
nary edema during the
final 1,600-metre sum-
mit push only a few days
later.

“The last day was so
painful,” Parker said.
“'m in my 20s and
thought I was super fit,
butI got so sick.”

Step after laborious
step, Parker said, the
team made itsway across
the upper glacier and on
to the summit where the
temperature hovered
just above the freezing
point, a stark contrast to
the Tarzan-like rainforest
and banana plantations
the group had walked
through only two days
earlier.

Suddenly, Parker
added, the effort and the
pain were but a memory
as the entire continent
spread out below.

The pair spent about
an hour taking in the
view, spotted a few other
mountains theyd like to
scale on a future trip and
then wasted little time
sliding down the moun-
tain’s loose volcanic rock
towards the thick humid
air below.

Now that she’s back on
the rock, that steep push
up Mount Erskine never
looked so sweet.

The
Invites You To A
Candle Light Christmas Service

~ Featuring carols, The Christmas Story,
;i: special music, and refreshments

~ CHRISTMAS EVE ~
Friday, December 24, 2010
7:00 p.m. (level access)
250-537-1905

520 Lower Ganges Road
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PEOPLE

C(laudia retires after 20 years

Fond memories
recalled

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The woman who has
been the public face of
the Driftwood for the
past 20 years will no
longer be at the front
counter as of Dec. 31,
causing staff and cus-
tomers to adjust to the
end of an era.

There’s no disputing
that the face Claudia
French presents to the
public is a lovely one —
during her teens in the
‘60s, she was crowned
Miss Moose Jaw at the
local air force base. But
the personality behind
the visage is equally
winning.

AsDriftwood salesrep
Erin Jory, who worked
closely with French
for 18 months, put it:
“Working the front desk,
you're the first person
people see when they
walk in. And she was
always, always willing
to talk to anybody.

“It was so much fun
and she just made it so
great. She’s an inspira-
tion.”

Publisher
McCully agrees.

“Claudia is one of
those people everyone
feels comfortable with.
She’s friendly and out-
going and as a result
seems to know every-
one. Of course when
you know everyone,
you're pretty much
tapped into whatever is
going on — and she is!”

French and her fam-
ily moved to Salt Spring
from Prince George.
They had been coming
to the island since 1979
and owned a small
summer cabin here;
through that connec-
tion, they kept a sub-
scription to the Drift-
wood.

Peter

Don't miss your
opportunity for a
great welcome visit.
Call Haley today for
your greeting, gifts
& useful info.

250-537-1558

Claudia French at one
of her favourite pas-
times — quilting.

One day in 1990,
French saw a job post-
ing for the newspa-
per’s circulation desk
and decided to apply.
She got the position
and moved down two
weeks later, leaving her
husband to pack up the
house.

French realized
almost immediately
that the newspaper
office held a unique
position in island life.

“I was fascinated by
the idea that this was
the community news-
paper, and we were
expected to be able find
anything and every-
thing — whether relat-
ed to the newspaper or
not,” she said.

She also found her
previous views and
experiences were chal-
lenged by Salt Spring’s
quirky character. With-
in a couple of weeks
of arriving, one of the
feature stories focused
on a witches’ coven: a
bit of a shock for the

“ultra-conservative,
Christian, almost red-
neck” woman she’d
been when she arrived.
(“My views have
changed considerably
since coming here,” she
added.)

On another early
occasion, she looked
through the front win-
dow to see Dietrich
Luth arriving with the
massive carcass of a
dead sea lion strapped
to the top of his car.
The body was pho-
tographed before he
delivered it to Vancou-
ver Island for disposal.

During her years at
the Driftwood, French
has worked with four
different publishers,
three editors (including
the company’s manag-
ing director Tony Rich-
ards, who was also one
of those publishers)
and many reporters.
She’s seen controversies
unfold (usually linked
to proposed develop-
ment) and even helped
a police investigation
after an arsonist came
in looking for a photo
of his work.

Within the office,
French has been known
as a great participator,
coming out for every
team event and acting
as team captain for the
Driftwood’s first Relay
for Life. She is the per-
son who makes the day
run smoothly by ensur-
ing the coffee is stocked
and made, with milk
and soy creamer in the
fridge.

Out front, she is the
person who has not just
patience, but a friendly
word, for every person
who comes in or calls.

Indeed, what she’ll
miss is “working with
all the great custom-
ers that come in every
week, or frequently,
because over 20 years
you sort of get to know

them a little bit.”

French’s retirement
from the Driftwood
won’'t mean a com-
plete retirement from
employment — she’s
looking out for some
part-time casual work,
perhaps in the medi-
cal field where she has
some past experience
— and she will also
fill in as needed at the
Driftwood.

But she’s certainly
looking forward to
some free time, which
will be easily filled with
her passions for quilt-
ing and genealogy,
swimming and volun-
teer pursuits.

“It’s going to be
nice to sit down on a
Wednesday afternoon
and read the Driftwood,
instead of waiting until
Saturday to get to it,”
French said.

Anyone who would
like to say goodbye in
person has until Dec.
30 to see French. The
office will be closed
Dec. 24 and 31.

W@My Chiistmas

It's Christmas, I'm pregnant,
God knows how - and now you
tell me you forgot to book a
room. Fantastic!

y 4

From the management
and staff at Windsor.

and a Happy and
prosperous
New Year to all
our friends and
Customers,

HOLIDAY HOURS

Closed - Friday December 24
Closed - Christmas Day & Boxing Day
Closed - Saturday, January 1 (New Years Day)

FINISHING... fud

BUILDING SUPPLIES

—
‘ VISA ‘
—

Windsor Plywood

Ph: 250-537-5564

Fax: 250-537-1207 /166 Rainbow Rd. / Open Monday-Friday 7 am - 5:30 pm / Saturday 8 am - 5:30 pm / Closed Sundays

“O holy Child

The Anglican Parish of Salt Spring Island
Christmas Services for 2010

Friday, December 24th

Carol Eucharists with Blessing of the Creche
4:00 p.m. All Saints, Ganges

7:00 p.m. St. Mary’s, Fulford

Icons, Incense, Carols & Candlelight

of Bethlehem,

descend to us, we pray.”

10:30 p.m. “Midnight Mass” at All Saints

Saturday, December 25th
“And the Word became flesh”
11:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (BCP)
at St. Mark’s, Central

Sunday, December 26th
“On the Feast of St. Stephen”
10:30 a.m. Eucharist in Celtic Christian
Tradition at All Saints

PADERNO

Boxing Week Sale

72% OFF!

1.5L Saucepan with cover.
$169-66.

| $2999

75% OFF!

2L Saute pan with cover.
$142-60.

/$3499

24cm/9” Au Gratin (open).
$1+16-06.

74% OFF!

$2999

Savings

up to 77%
Dec. 27-31 ONLY

15

YEAR

waran®y

71% OFF!

11pc Paderno ProGourmet cookware set features thick 18/10 stainless steel durable
enough for professional kitchens, but elegant enough for everyday use at home.

Setincludes 1.5L, 2L, 3L saucepans, 5L Dutch oven, 3L saute pan,
24cm fry pan and 5 covers. List: $699-99

77% OFF!

1L Fusion5 Saute pan with cover.
$149-68.

$3499

60% OFF!

20pc Greenwich flatware set.
$59:99.

$2399

Up to 71% OFF!
Ceramic non-stick EcoPan fry pan.
20cm/8”- $89-99. Now: $29.99
25cm/10”- $449:99. Now: $34.99
30cm/127- $+39:99. Now: $39.99

$199°*°

Fry pans up to 73% OFF!

Fry pans in black, red & teal available in
20cm/8”, 25¢cm/10” & 30cm/12” sizes.

From $24.99 - $34.99!

SALT SPRING ISLAND
Love My Kitchen Shop
140 Fulford-Ganges Rd

(250) 537-5882

60% OFF!

28cm/10” versatile, non-stick Everyday pan.
$449-99.

$5999

PADERNO

Information & dealer listings: 1-800-A- NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities are limited, so please be early for best selection. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.
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Healing for the holidays

They survived the
Brazilian Amazon! They
endured the Australian
Outback! They outlived
the jungles of Madagas-
car! But nothing com-
pares to what you will
tolerate this December
in your own reality series
— Survivor Xmas! Who
will be the last one hold-
ing the Turkey leg? Don’t
miss it!

Let’s face it, if there is
any time during the year
when people need heal-
ing, it'’s the holiday sea-
son. In fact, the holiday
season itself could use

some healing. It seems
to be alittle bipolar. This
time of year, though jolly,
canbeuniquelystressful.
It can be high-spirited to
the point of frenzy. Lofty
holiday inclinations can
too easily be diverted
by rabid consumerism,
over-indulgent excesses,
self-inflicted bouts of
indigestion and eggnog
hangovers. And if that’s
not bad enough, there’s
the in-laws.

For those of you who
have in-laws like most—
that is to say, overbear-
ing, opinionated and

sporadically flatulent —
this holiday season I am
offering a spa treatment
designed to help reduce
your stress, basically by
getting your in-laws out
of the house for an hour.
It includes foot reflex-
ology intended to ease
the many, many miles
your mother-in-law has
walked in her long, long
life, all for the benefit of
her children, don't worry
about her, she doesn't
need anything, she’sfine.
It also includes massage
to your mother-in-law’s
incessantly nagging jaw

Photographic Solutions

JOHNCAMERON.CA

johncameron.ca

saltspringphotos.com

TO YOUR

Health

To advertise: Call Kim or Erin 250-537-9933

$10 Off Holiday Gift Certificates!

GANGES
MASSAGE THERAPY
REFLEXOLOGY and REIKI

Stewart Katz, RMT

Julie Howard

Massage, Reflexology, Reiki
Adult Swim Instruction/Coaching
Open Six Days A Week

128 Hereford Ave. 250-538-7478

30 years experience
Friendly Service

Appointments Available
Friday & Saturday

Suite 2201 - Grace Point Square Ph: 250.537.1616

« Stair Lifts

« Bath Lifts
« Chair Lifts

« Scooters
« Walkers
« Daily Aids

RENTAL LIFT CHAIR AVAILABLE
Phone Patrick 250-537-1990

(think how sore that
must get), and a belly
rub to help clear your
father-in-law’s combus-
tible intestines.

And if the in-laws
aren’'t enough to stress
you out this holiday sea-
son, what about Christ-
mas fruit cake? Just what
are those little green and
orange neon chunks?
Fruit? From where,
Chernobyl? I'm sorry
butIjust don't trust food
that glows in the dark.

Even Hannukah has
its stresses (the least of
which is trying to spell
it). Consider the dispro-
portionate amount of oil
used to cook potato lat-
kes. Add to that homes
full of flaming candles
and it's a wonder entire
neighbourhoods don’t
simply explode during
the holidays.

And then there’s stress
over the environment.
If the planet goes belly
up, that could put a real
damper on holiday mer-
riment. Don’t get me
wrong, I love holiday
decorations. But I feel
guilty over the huge car-
bon footprint all those
electric lights are cre-
ating. Rudolph’s nose

Stewart
Katz

MISADVENTURES
INHEALING

alone can hasten global
warming by six months.
But despite all the
stress, the holidays are
still potentially a time of
great healing. They're a
time to show gratitude,
for all that we have, and
for all the blessed stores
that sell Tylenol and
Pepto Bismol. They're
a time to transcend the
dark and cold, not with
little electric coloured
bulbs, but with the light
and warmth of our hearts
reaching outwards.
They'’re a time to enjoy
friends and family (pref-
erably in short spurts),
and to feel compassion
for those who are alone
and lonely. But perhaps
most of all, the holidays
can inspire us to be jolly
and generous, not just
while we're drunk and
eating turkey, but all
year long. Why not make
every day a holiday?

Stewart Katz is a Reg-
istered Massage Thera-
pist, author, playwright,
comedian and actor.

meet your
west coast
health providers

OALTSPRING FOOTPRINTS

Plantar Fasciitis
What it is and how to treat it

When your first few steps out of bed in the morning cause severe pain in the heel of your foot, you may

have what is called Plantarfasciitis.

The plantar fascia is a tough fibrous band of tissue that runs from your heel bone to the base of your

toes. Its main function is to support the arches of your foot. The latin ending “itis” means inflammation.

So plantar fasciitis is a painful inflammation of the plantar fascia.

What's causing it? Usually plantar fasciitis is caused by constant or repetitive stress on the fascia.

Misalignment-like overpronation or supination, very low and high arches, obesity, pregnancy, walking,

standing/running on hard surfaces.

The best treatments for Plantarfasciitis are: rest as much as you realistically can, cooling, gentle

stretching & massage, appropriate foootwear, custom-made supportive orthotics with extra cushionini

Please call us for more information and a free consultation at 250-537-1720

At our on-site laboratory we can take care of:
« Complete foot assessments « Electronic gait analysis » Custom-made orthotics
- Custom-made toe separators & straighteners - Orthopedic modifications to footwear
« Quick adjustments or repairs to orthotics

New - Custom made comfort sandals

Medical prescriptions and extended health care insurance plans welcome

Markus and Barbara Poerschke are both certified Orthotists and Orthopedic Shoe Technicians with mor

than 30 years combined experience in helping people with foot-related problems.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

WINTER FARE: \al Perkins, of Rainbow Road
Farm, weathers the cold as she and other vendors
set up the Christmas market, last Saturday in Cen-
tennial Park.

In the Health field?
Advertise here!

Call Erin at The Driftwood
250-537-9933

ejory@gulfislands.net

SMARTSOMATICS CLASSES are exercises which help
restore comfort and control of muscles, reduce pain. Individuals
without pain find them meditative and relaxing and help also to
improve sleep breathing and balance. Sports enthusiasts have
found greater control over their muscle move-

ments which has improved their athletic

performance.

Classes: NORTH END FITNESS

Wednesday & Thursday 3-4PM

STILL POINT YOGA STUDIO T

Wednesday 5:30PM ER&\:\CATES

Starts January 12/11 ¢ AVAILABLE

INFO: 250-537-2056 NELLY KOSTELIJK,
smartsomatics.shawwebspace.ca RMT, CSE

Balanced @ @&W’Z

Certified Feng Shui Practitioner
* In home/business assessment

* Determine best colours for rooms

* Arrange furniture to promote
balanced energy flow

* Find most auspicious site for home

* Assist with home design

Gift Certificates
Availabl
Amy Kozak varane

250-537-1377  amymkozak@hotmail.com

YOGA

New Years resolutions!

Join a class; you might be surprised
to see how many islanders are
enjoying the benefits of yoga!

CLASSES RESTART
JAN 3, 2011

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

dorothyoga@hotmail.com

Dorothy
250-537-7675
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

THE RATS CHRISTMAS

BY CHARLIE BEAVER
AGE 11-13 CATEGORY
FIRST PLACE

Like most eccentric aristocrats with
strange names, mister Dugglewoof Iggles-
bough was decidedly ungenerous (a trait
you might recognize from such characters
as Mr. Scrooge, the Snow Queen and Mr.
Mean).

He had no love in his life, save his love
of riches and money . . . and it’s going to
remain that way throughout this story. I
was just building, character, okay? Just
because this is a Christmas story, you think
he’s the main character? What could be
more wrong?

I think you're expecting some sort of
“old-man-is-a-failure-because-he-hates-
giving-but-then-learns-to-be-kind-on-
Christmas-Day” story. Well, I hate to break
it to you, but you're wrong.

This is a story about me, his resident rat.
Yes, a rat. The number-one unexpected
hero species for animated movies in the
2000s. (On that note, rats like me really do

BY EVA OLYNYK
AGE 16-18 CATEGORY
SECOND PLACE

Games are no small feat at our Christmas
table. No; they are a loud, colourful bonan-
za of chocolate, tiddly winks and pennies
used as makeshift Bingo chips flying left,
right and centre, with the occasional penny
falling on one’s head like annoying faux-
copper raindrops.

The noise starts quietly. If you're lucky
you might hear a “B9” or “O56” or even a
few snippets of Little Drummer Boy com-
ing from the record player that nobody
knows how to turn on, but somehow is
always magically spewing out music.

build large cities out of trash in the sewers,
are actually excellent chefs, and commonly
star in popular movies).

But apart from our relative stardom,
we are really decent creatures. We do our
best to keep out of trouble and rarely try
to steal food. We share some holidays
with humans, like Easter, Thanksgiving
and Christmas (although we refrain from
inviting relatives to our homes. The sight of
thousands of rats swarming over the door-
step seems to turn most humans ballistic).

Mr. Igglesbough had not an inkling of
our existence. He lived blissfully unaware
of us, until one fine Christmas Eve when he
was hosting a huge feast of glorious food
and rich decorations. (Please note that
he had not invited any guests.) My elder
brother had decided that it was only right
for us to participate in devouring the deli-
cious food and drink (“It’s our Christmas,
too!”) and so we (we being my 127 brothers
and sisters and I) snuck out into the warm
hallways of the house and into the dining
room.

Mr. Igglesbough was not paying much
attention to his surroundings. He was busy
inhaling what seemed to be a whole leg
of chicken slathered in gravy (a feat only
achievable by drinking several pints of
eggnog beforehand. This, children, is not
recommended for your health).

I clambered up one of the table legs with
my sibling and took note of the situation:
Mr. Igglesbough was grabbing yet another
chicken leg, somehow larger than the first.
I wondered how this was even possible,
but then all thoughts of Mr. Igglesbough’s
chicken legs left me. There were several
large plates on the table, each filled high
with turkey, roasted carrots, potatoes,
chicken, sauces and even more delicious
things.

Every plate had one large candle posi-
tioned above it, casting shadows all over
the table.

The sight of food, warmth and the
beautiful shadows made the speed of our
climbing double. I was somewhere in the
middle of the swarm when I scrambled

NO SMALL FEAT

However, this is rarely the case. You're
much more likely to hear “BINGO BINGO
BINGO!” yelled by a chocolate-reaching,
jelly-bean-grabbing mix of people any-
where between the ages of eighty-some-
thing and four.

Cups are knocked, tablecloths are
bunched into strange modern art forms,
and all around people are laughing.

As the game play increases, so does the
fervour of the players, who by now have
probably won at least a couple of rounds
and are therefore riddled with chocolate.

The poor chocolate-less people simply
sit there and grumble, periodically shout-
ing, “Oh, come on! That was one off!” in a

THE STAR KEEPER

disgruntled and disbelieving manner, until
some lucky chump wins the blackout by
covering the entire board and the luckless
souls are finally put to rest.

After that, the noise level as well as the
hail of “tiddly winks,” a game played by
flinging see-through yellow Bingo chips
across the table, gradually dies down.

After that, everyone waddles back to
their chairs, resting their chins on their
chests, the heads on each other’s laps,
returning to their turkey comas. When you
look around, you see a gaggle of people
gathered around an adult playing “Bop the
Toy Story 3 Aliens on the Head,” a gift to
the baby of the family.

BY LINA LOSIER
AGE 10 CATEGORY
SECOND PLACE

My name is Rose. If I
remember right it was
the first snowfall of the
year. The wind blew
cold and hard as I sat
at the window. My hair
was long and blonde,
and I had a splash of
freckles on my nose.

It was two weeks
before Christmas and
Papa was at war. I
wished I could sneak
out to war and be with
him.

I have one older
brother Tom, who is 15
years old, and a little
sister Amy, who is five
years old.

None of us are happy
with Papa at war, so the
house has no Christmas
spirit.

The next morning,
snow had settled on the
trees and covered the
forest floor. Icicles hung
on the roof. The light

danced on the window.
I'was getting all bundled
up with my little sister
to go to school. While
hurrying to clean up
from breakfast, Ma
handed me a red box
from Granny. Granny
lives in England and I
was happy to get a pack-
age from her.

In school at lunch, I
took time to open the
box. Inside was a gold
star necklace and a let-
ter. It read:

October 23, 1944

Dear Rose,

When I was young my
Papa was at war and
this necklace helped me
through hard times. I
hope it will help you.

Love, Granny

Walking home I felt
I'had the Christmas
spirit back. At home I
searched through our
book shelfto find a
carol book. My town
had no Christmas spirit
because of the war. I

went outside again and
started to sing Silent
Night with my friends
near the soup kitchen
for all the poor people
that did not have fami-
lies. Their frowns turned
to smiles and my heart
glowed. We sung a few
more songs, then left
full of joy.

I opened the door to
my house and there was
a smell of gingerbread
cookies. I helped myself
to a cookie and saw Ma.
Her face was sad and
disappointment was in
her eyes.

“Tom could not get a
Christmas tree!”

I'went back outside.
It was bitter cold and
my breath turned into
asmall cloud. I walked
to the forest to find the
perfect Christmas tree.

I dragged it back to the
house and we decorated
it with popcorn strings,
candles and a star on
top.

CHRISTMAS MIRACLE

BY CHEYENNE SAWCHUK

AGE 8 CATEGORY
SECOND PLACE

Holly and her sister Rosie
loved Christmas because their
dad let them help make the

The Baker family was so sad and

so was Rosie. She made a cap in
Grade 1 for her.

wreath and their mom let them help.
help make the gingerbread house
and cake.

The Baker family thought this
Christmas would be the best yet,
until their Grandma got cancer.

It became so hard to sleep in the
Baker house. But if only they knew
Santa was working on a medicine to

When it came time to get the gifts,
Santa did not forget the medicine.
In the morning, Grandma drank the
medicine and she was OK.

The Baker family was so happy.

We all said goodnight.
The snow fell lightly as I
drifted off to sleep.

In the morning I woke
up and went to the tree.

I'heard a faint knock
at the door. I opened
it and there stood my
Papa. There was not a
single present in the
room, but we had an
even greater present —
the gift of family.

SAFE  FREE » CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women's Outreach
Services
250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
250-538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
250-538-5569

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
WWW.iwav.org

Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

Central Vancouver Island Multicultural Society

over the edge of the table. My elder brother
was trying valiantly to control his younger
siblings.

He was doing a kind of hopping dance of
fury, waving his legs like a drowning man
and shouting at the top of his lungs at any
rat who would care to listen: “I said gather
at the gravy dish, you foolish things! Do
you understand?! Are you listening to me?!”

Taking pity on him, I shouted out too.

“Oi! I think our ol’ brother has something
to say! I think he’ll lose his cheese if we
don't listen!” But our beloved older brother
seemed paralyzed. He stared horrified at
the other end of the table.

I followed his gaze.

Mr. Igglesbough was looking in horror
at us. (You would if you had 127 uninvited
rats on your table.)

Just when it seemed apocalypse had
come, he looked at the eggnog bottle in
amazement, drunkenly muttered, “Blimey,
that’sh shtrong” and passed out.

And so, we celebrated with a wonderful
feast on Christmas Eve.

Or you may see two lovers napping, the
girl with her head on the back of the soft,
brown leather couch, her lover’s head rest-
ing on her stomach, barely enough room
for the two of them.

You can hear my Grama in the kitchen,
washing dishes with kids running around
her ankles and the snores of my Granpa
as he rests in His Chair. Wrapping paper is
spewed all over the floor like the aftermath
of fireworks, with just as much colour and
noise.

Youd never see an X-box at this Christ-
mas, you'd never see an iPod; and you'd
certainly never see a new TV. But it’s so
much better this way.

Nanaimo, Ladysmith, Lantzville, Gulf Islands

Unemployed!
Out of school?
Looking for work?

Job Options™ can help!

. Increase your employment skills
. Get valuable job experience

. Training allowances available

*10 week program combining group-based activities and work-based experience

Eligible participants will be 18 years of age or older, unemployed
and not an El client. In addition, participants must be legally
entitled to work in Canada and living in BC, not be a student,
and not be participating in another LMA funded program.

To learn if you qualify, contact:

Charlee Hawes, Employment Advisor
(250) 753-6911 Ext 104

employ@cvims.org cvims.org
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ION'T
DRINK
and DRIVE!

ﬁhf@

This message brought to you by these
community minded businesses.

Drinking and driving
is a gamble you can’t win.
250-537-2513

Salt Spring Isl: 250.537.5722

The Roads Are For

Everyone...Drive Safely

Drink Responsibly
and Always
Use a
Designated
Driver.

Me & Ron’s
TOWING

Bring em back alive
Don’t drink and drive

250-537-9383

BEDDIS]ROAD
GARAGE]

DRIVE SAFELY
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Repairs to all makes & models

181A BEDDIS ROAD
250-537-4122

Stay alive,
don’t drink and drive

250.537.9112

(Tappy flolldy

Bob Saunders

SAUNDERS SUBARU
Sales & service 1-888-898-9911

Enjoy the Holiday Season!
Drive safely and

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE

HARBOURS END
MARINE & EQUIPMENT

122 Upper Ganges Road at the head of Ganges Harbour

250-537-4202

Friends don't let
friends
drink and drive.

- From your friends at the
Salt Spring Fire Dept.

www.saltspringfire.com

Merry Christmas from Moby's
Management and Staff.

PLEASE DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE

o )

MID ISLAND
co-orP

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY
HOLIDAY SEASON!

Wishing you a safe & responsible
Holiday Season

Laurie’s
RECYCLING
& WASTE

Services Inc.

250-653-9279

Think before you drink.
Do you have a safe ride home?

SALT SPRING |\

250-537-9339

250.537.5379
Stay Alive - Don't Drive

ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS SAFELY

Don’t Drink and Drive

Mon.- Fri. 8:30-5 pm/ Sat.9 - 3 pm
250-537-5527 | 1-888-537-5527

Celebrate responsibly with us!
Have a safe & happy holiday season.
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

GIFT OF WORDS: Shekinah Parks appears to be having an in-depth conversation with Mrs. Claus as
she visits Santa during last week'’s Santa Ship event, sponsored by the Bellingham and local Lions clubs.

A REAL CHRISTMAS

BY SOPHIA LUTTMER
AGE 11-13 CATEGORY
SECOND PLACE

I poke my head out from
under the covers and pull it
back in again quickly. It’s cold!

As Isnuggle back into the
warm cocoon of my lumpy
duvet, I try to think why I'm
awake so early; suddenly it hits
me — it's Christmas Day!

Scrambling out of bed I grab
a thick sweatshirt and dash to
Bean’s room.

As I slowly open the door, I
find her already awake whisper-
ing to Bexy; together the three
of us tiptoe out to the living
room where our stockings are
hanging.

I see the Christmas tree all
sparkling with light and lots of
colourful packages underneath.
I see three big knobbly stock-
ings.

We grab our stockings and
run into our parents’ bedroom.
I jump onto my sleeping dad.

He groans, “It’s too early. Go
back to bed.”

I like to watch everyone

else unwrap their first present
before unwrapping my own.

There is dried fruit in my
stocking as well as a fountain
pen, a candy cane, socks, pista-
chio nuts, licorice and brightly
coloured “colitas.”

About an hour later we
all sit down to breakfast of
bacon (yum) and eggs (yuck).
I'm thinking to myself, “Fast,
faster!” as my parents calmly eat
their food.

After breakfast I do the
dishes; I'm glad I can use the
dishwasher.

We gather around the Christ-
mas tree for present time. It’s
my turn this year to be Santa,
so I pick a present for everyone,
then one for myself and the
sound of tearing paper fills the
room.

One of the things I get is a box
of French chocolate. Yum!

After a while the living room
looks like there’s been a war.

Contented, I lie down on
the crumpled wrapping paper,
staring up through the bright
Christmas light to the star on
top of the tree.

When I squint my eyes the
lights go all blurry . . . like a
smoothie of lights.

Later the kids dash outside to
chuck snowballs at each others’
heads and toboggan shrieking
off the edge of our lawn onto
the pasture.

When we feel like icicles we
come inside for hot chocolate
and buttered toast.

At dinner that night I drink so
many cups of sparkling apple
juice I can hear my tummy
sloshing as I move.

Our pet turkey, Pippin, is
fortunately unrecognizable in
his roasted state.

After apple pie and ice cream
the grownups move into the
living room and kick us kids
out.

In my bedroom we kids
check out our new stuff. I got
a pretty cool silver locket. It’s
not a heart-shaped one; it’s an
oval, small and delicate. I look
through my other presents.

Daddy comes in. “Dahlings,
it’s time for bed!”

Half an hour later, we're
asleep.

To our friends
on
Salt Spring!
- Geoff

Geoff Hopps
Owner

CROFTON
AUTO

SERVICE
260-246-3115

straight into spring!

Six-month adult braces: $250 off* Braces aren't just
“Thanks for stopping by.” for kids — these days more and more adults are getting the smile
they have always wanted. New adult orthodontic techniques give
fast results — reshaping your teeth in as little as six months. Or you
can choose Invisalign (invisible braces) that are less noticeable than
traditional braces. See us today for straight teeth by the spring!

&

visit our website for more information: www.haydendentistry.com

We have a
smile for you.

give us a
call, today.

537-1400

CHRISTMAS BAD KID

BY DESMOND FINN
AGE 9 CATEGORY
SECOND PLACE

It was a beautiful, cold Christmas
Eve and Santa was still reading the
notes that all arrived on December
20th.

They were amazingly long. He had
just read a very kind note, but the
next one was not very kind at all!

It read:

Dear Santa,

Your elves smell like your socks
and so do you yourself! And you're
not real any ways! So if you were real,
send me $9,000 and one of your elves.
I live on 346 Badkidslivehere Road.
Ha!

From,

Harold

PS. I was not joking about you and
your elves and your socks.

What a nasty kid! Santa wanted to
find out more about this so-called
Harold.

Santa called up one of his elves
and said to the elf as he pointed to
the address.

“Can you go spy on this kid? He
has written a nasty, disgusting, hor-
riblific letter to me.”

The elf said in his little elf voice,
“Of course I can. I'm the quickest
of them all! Even though we are not
quite tall . . ”

The elf went to Badkidslivehere
Road and saw two teenagers walk-
ing down the street, in the middle
of the road, but they were too far
away.

All the elf could hear was: “Nice
letter, Harold!”

“Harold!” thought the elf.

The elf snuck behind them to
hear a bit more, but he could only
hear, “Yeah, but don’t you think

whoever gets the letter might feel a
little sad?”

The elf tackled the man that just
said that sentence!

“Get off me you guy in an elf cos-
tume!” yelled the teenager.

The other teenager grabbed the elf
and threw him far.

The elf was flying, flying, flying,
and flying farther and he luckily
stopped flying when his head got
stuck in a snowman.

He tried to escape, but it was no
use!

But the elf could hear footsteps,
footsteps indeed.

A kid came and yanked the poor
elf out and the kid gasped as he saw
who he pulled out.

“Whoa! You're an elf!” yelled the
kid happily. “Dad, come see what I
found.”

A father came out of a small cab-
in’s door and said, “He is so short, he
could be an elf.”

The elf was about to say, “Yes, it is
true, I am really an elf.”

But it was too bad, Harold and his
friend were running up the slope
and yelling, “Let go of that kid in the
costume!”

But they all fell into silence. There
was movement in the air! It was
Santa’s sleigh!

Santa swooped down, and said,
“Hello, Harold, hello all!” as he
grabbed the elf and threw down a
present to Harold.

The kid said, “Hey, open it. All gifts
from Santa are wonderful.”

Harold murmured for a second
and then ripped open his present.
Inside was a young elf and that
proved Santa was real, and it was the
last time Harold tried to be mean to
Santa.

healthy.

www.crd.bc.ca

We've put our sink
on a fat-free diet.

That's because, around here, we know that all drains
lead to the ocean. So we never flush fats, oils or
grease from cooking or leftovers down our drains
with hot water. Instead, we save enerqy and water
by putting them in a sealable container, refrigerate
them until they become solid and discard them

with our household garbage. It's a good feeling to
know that we're helping to keep our marine habitats

Visit www.crd.bc.ca/cleanwater to learn more.
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