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NEW SCHEDULE VALID FROM MAR. 4 TO APRIL 30,  2010
Direct Ganges to Downtown: 7:40am Mon-Sat, 10:30am & 4:10 pm Daily

...............................................................................................................
Direct Ganges to Van Airport: 7:40am Mon-Sat, 10:30am & 4:10pm Daily

...............................................................................................................
Direct Van Airport to Ganges: 8:45am Mon-Sat, 11:20pm & 5:00pm Daily

...............................................................................................................
Direct Downtown to Ganges: 8:30am Mon-Sat, 12:00pm & 4:25 Daily  

 CALENDARS NOW IN!

FREE!

To Vancouver (YVR) 
main terminal.

International or Domestic

AIRPORT BUS
SHUTTLE SERVICE

 Grow 
   your
WEALTH

Joni Ganderton
Investment 
Advisor  250-537-1654

HENRI PROCTER

250.537.1201

realtysaltspringisland.com

BEDDIS BEDDIS 
ROAD ROAD 

GARAGEGARAGE
Repairs to all 

makes & models
181A BEDDIS ROAD
250-537-4122

www.northendfitness.cawww.northendfitness.ca

North End 
Fitness

250-537-5217

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SPRING HAS SPRUNG: Alchemy Circus members parade through Ganges Saturday in an impromptu celebration of the spring equinox.

Avid web surfers blamed for shutdown
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The owner of Gulf Islands Wireless says getting 
customers to pay their outstanding invoices is 
the only way the company stands a chance of 
getting service restored any time soon.

“I sincerely apologize for this inconvenience 
and I realize that we are going to lose a number of 
customers over this,” company owner Bill Wads-
worth told customers in a statement released 
soon after service was cut off on Monday, March 
15. “I can say that I have tried everything in my 
power to resolve this issue with Shaw.”

Shaw Communications severed its connection 
to Gulf Islands Wireless and the company’s 200 
customers as a result of an outstanding bill for 

more than $24,000.
Wadsworth said the debt accumulated over 

the past year as a minority of his clients exceed-
ed their maximum monthly data-transfer allow-
ance.

Clients can easily exceed data transfer limits 
by downloading full-length movies and com-
puter software, he said.

“I don’t have the time to sit around and watch 
everybody’s internet connections 24 hours a 
day,” he said. “A few [internet users] end up 
spoiling it for the many.” 

Since many movies and computer programs 
can exceed four gigabytes, Wadsworth said, it 
doesn’t take many downloads to exceed the 
20-GB limit.

Wadsworth has spent the past week working 
to arrive at some kind of compromise that will 
encourage Shaw representatives to restore service.

Without customer revenue coming in to his 
company, he said, there is little chance money 
owed to Shaw will be recovered. 

The company offers high-speed internet to 
people outside of the regular high-speed net-
work by connecting households to Shaw’s feed 
via a network of antennas and repeaters termi-
nating on Mount Bruce.  

“For the bulk of our customers this is the only 
option,” Wadsworth said.

Long-time Gulf Islands Wireless-customer 
Wendy Rosier of Bay Ridge Place has relied on 
the company for her high-speed internet link 
for years.

GI Wireless owes Shaw more than $24,000 

PARC
closes 
in on
Fulford
parkland
Conditional deal on 

50 acres
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Parks and 
Recreation Commission 
has successfully negotiated 
a conditional agreement to 
purchase 50 acres of land in 
the Fulford Valley.

“There are still some hur-
dles ahead, but we’re pretty 
excited about this,” said 
PARC chair Gayle Baker on 
Tuesday.

Site plans call for develop-
ment of an extensive trail 
network, two soccer fields, 
four baseball diamonds, a 
tennis court, a community 
garden and public wash-
room facility, according to a 
PARC press release.

“The commission will 
fund the acquisition from its 
reserves and hopes to take 
ownership of the wooded 
park area later this year,” 
states the release. “Approxi-
mately half the property will 
remain forested with ample 
opportunities for walking 
and exercising.”

PARC manager Kees Ruurs 
said the purchase is contin-
gent on successful rezon-
ing and approval from the 
province’s Agricultural Land 
Commission.

Using funds from its capi-
tal reserves means the com-
mission won’t be required 
to pursue any additional tax 
requisition to fund the pur-
chase. 

Baker said she’s not able to 
provide specifi c details with 
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regard to the property’s 
location and cost until 
neighbours are notifi ed 
and the deal is fi nalized 
later this week.  

She said more infor-
mation, including a 
schematic representa-
tion of how the land 
could be used, may 
be ready for release by 
early next week.

PARC has been work-
ing towards complet-
ing the deal for several 
months, she added.

Only one 50-acre 
property is listed for 
sale in the Fulford Val-

ley. Lot 4, Burgoyne 
Bay Road is near park-
land at Burgoyne Bay 
and accessed via a new 
paved road off of Fur-
ness Road. 

The property, zoned 
Agriculture 1, is listed 
for sale at $678,000.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n 
e n c o u ra g e s  p u b l i c 
input at its next regu-
larly scheduled meet-
ing on April 26 at 7 p.m. 
in the Portlock Park 
portable. 

Individuals can call 
the PARC off ice  at 
250-537-4448 before 
April 20 to schedule a 
five-minute presenta-
tion.

CALL GAIL, SEAN OR AMY IF YOU 

SEE NEWS HAPPENING   2505379933

VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

Our Islands. Our World.

AT

SALT SPRING
ISLAND

GANGES
HARBOR

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

SEAIRSEAIR
TERMINALTERMINAL

BOOK YOUR FLIGHT ON-LINE AND SAVE 
$3.00 ON A RETURN TRIP AIRFARE.

S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S More daily fl ights home from the mainland

(Ganges Vancouver)

• 6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in 
Canada

• Free parking and free shuttle bus to main 
YVR terminal and bus exchange

• Frequent fl yer discount
• Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

INITIATIVE PETITION
KNOW THE RULES

  The Recall and Initiative Act allows registered voters to propose new laws or changes to existing laws. 

  On Tuesday, April 6, 2010, petition sheets for the initiative to end the harmonized sales tax (HST) will be 
issued to the proponent, William Vander Zalm. 

  The proponent has 90 days to collect signatures from at least 10% of the registered voters in each of the 
province’s 85 electoral districts. The petition must be returned to the Chief Electoral Officer by Monday, 
July 5, 2010.

  To sign an initiative petition, a person must be a registered voter on April 6, 2010 and must only sign the 
petition for the electoral district in which they are currently registered.

  An individual may only sign an initiative petition once.

  Only registered canvassers may collect signatures. 

  Initiative advertising may only be conducted by the proponent or a registered advertising sponsor.

If you plan to participate in the initiative campaign,
it’s important that you know the rules.

Elections BC is a non-partisan Office of the Legislature 
responsible for administering the Election Act and the Recall and Initiative Act.

www.elections.bc.ca / 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 1 - 8 6 8 3
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Are you living on income, 
from your investments?

ARE THEY TAX EFFICIENT?
Call a trusted 

local professional

Martin J. Hoogerdyk, CFP 
INVESTMENT ADVISOR

Rocky Kinahan 
SALES ASSISTANT

250-537-1730 
GRACE POINT SQUARE

martin.hoogerdyk@manulifesecurities.ca
Member CIPF

SAM ANDERSON
A P P L I A N C E  R E P A I R

24 hour - 7 day
EMERGENCY SERVICE

TEL: 250-537-5268
FAX: 250-537-1100

EMAIL: samander@telus.net

AEG, ASKO, BOSCH,  DCS, DACOR, DANBY, DIMPLEX, ELECTROLUX, FABER, 
FISHER PAYKEL,  FRIGIDAIRE, GE,  GAGGENEAU, HOTPOINT, INGLIS, KENMORE,  

KITCHENAID, LG,  MARVELLE, MAYTAG, MIELE,  SUB ZERO,  
ULTRALINE, THERMADOR, VIKING, WEST KING, WHIRLPOOL, WOODS

FACTORY TRAINED WARRANTY TECHNICIANFACTORY TRAINED WARRANTY TECHNICIAN

Authorized Warranty for

SAM ANDERSONSAM ANDERSON

Prompt, Reliable and Professional service. 
Factory-Certifi ed Technician for all Makes & Models. 

Hot Water Tank and Appliance Installation.
Licensed Refrigeration. Fully Insured.

* Sears Authorized Warranty Technician

In addition to the 
everyday convenience 
of high speed internet, 
Rosier said, the con-
nection has allowed her 
to expand her home-
based graphic design 
business.

“None of it can be 
done on dial-up,” she 
said on Tuesday after-
noon. “I  just  hope 
[ Wadsworth] can get 
something organized.”

Rosier  said she’s 
never had an unpleas-
ant or unprofessional 
experience with the 
company. She antici-
pates the company will 
manage to solve the 
problem soon.

Rosier is using a USB 
stick to access wire-
less internet until the 
issues get resolved, but 

she worries costs and 
stringent bandwidth 
limitations will affect 
her business in the long 
term.

Meyer Road resi-
dent Sharon Sullivan 
has reverted to using 
her Blackberry’s wire-
less internet capabil-
ity along with a dial-up 
connection until ser-
vice is restored.

“We’re hanging in 
there,” she said.

Updates from the 
company are available 
by calling Gulf Islands 
Wireless’ Mayne Island 
offi ce at 250-539-3194.

A Shaw Communica-
tions representative did 
not return an interview 
request by Tuesday 
afternoon.

WIRELESS
continued from A1

PARC
continued from A1

Internet down

Post your comment to this story 
online at 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

TRANSPORT CANADA

Near-miss prompts Plumper Sound action
Freighter’s Area to be 

subject of seasonal 

advisory system

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Transport  Canada has 
announced steps it feels will 
reduce the risk of freighters 
running aground in Plumper 
Sound.

The federal government 
will begin issuing strong wind 
advisories to pilots of vessels 
using the area as an anchorage 
during the winter months.

Vessels will still be able to 
use the anchorage during the 
winter period “for unusual or 

extenuating circumstances” 
for short periods when strong 
winds are not predicted. 

The March 11 decision 
comes in the wake of a Novem-
ber 2009 incident in which 
the 241-metre (794-foot) bulk 
carrier Hebei Lion dragged its 
anchor during a windstorm 
while moored off the eastern 
shoreline of Mayne Island. 

The Islands Trust wrote a 
letter to the federal govern-
ment in December to convey 
area residents’ concerns. The 
anchorage is used as a hold-
ing area for vessels headed 
towards the Port of Vancou-
ver and destinations in Puget 
Sound. 

Jeanine Dodds, a member of 

the Mayne Island Local Trust 
Committee who witnessed 
the November incident, said 
she’s thrilled to hear action is 
being taken.

While the advisory is a 
strong start, she suggests 
more work must be done to 
strengthen freighter safety in 
Canada’s coastal waters.

“This is not just an issue in 
my backyard,” she said.

Dodds said she is hopeful 
the Islands Trust will continue 
to lobby for increased marine 
safety.

Individuals who are inter-
ested in further changes to 
Transport Canada’s regula-
tory framework can submit 
proposals to the Canadian 

Marine Advisory Council, a 
consultative body that meets 
twice a year to discuss mari-
time safety issues. 

According to a letter sent to 
the Islands Trust by Minister 
of Transport John Baird, an 
investigation into the Novem-
ber incident revealed that no 
pollution or other damage 
resulted.

“The department is satisfi ed 
that corrective action taken by 
the vessel’s master and agents 
was appropriate and in accor-
dance with approved safety 
procedures,” it reads.

Transport Canada’s deci-
sion, Baird writes, is based 
on this and other similar inci-
dents in Plumper Sound.

50-acre purchasePost your comments on-line
@ gulfi slandsdriftwood.com
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Earth Day 
plans made

On April 22, millions of 
Canadians will participate 
in the 40th annual Interna-
tional Earth Day. 

Salt Spring’s volunteer 
coordinator for Earth Day 
Canada wants to know what 
islanders have planned for 
that day and can provide 
promotional materials, 
resources and assistance in 
planning.

“I  am hoping to get 
groups to work together 
to promote their events, 
engage our community and 

celebrate the Earth,” said 
Clare Cullen. “Let’s have a 
meaningful impact and lots 
of fun on Salt Spring’s Earth 
Day.”

She can be reached at 
ssearthday@telus.net or 
250-537-2682.

Islander 
rescued

An 80-year-old island 
man is back on Salt Spring 
and fortunate to be alive 
after having spent a cold, 
wet and lonely night by the 
side of a road in Courtenay 
on Vancouver Island. 

Peter “Barney” Holmes 

was on his way to visit a 
nephew he hadn’t seen for 
decades when, soon after 
arriving at the bus depot 
on March 11, he fell while 
walking alongside a rela-
tively quiet road through an 
industrial section of town.   

Though he managed to 
crawl under the awning of 
a nearby business, Holm-
es wasn’t discovered until 
approximately 7 a.m. the 
following morning when 
the business’ owner showed 
up for work.

Mike Rodgers called for 
help soon after he spotted a 
hypothermic and disorient-
ed Holmes leaning against 

the wall of his shop. Within 
minutes, he said, Holmes 
was helped inside where he 
warmed up with a cup of tea 
and some dry blankets. 

”He really wanted a ciga-
rette but we didn’t have 
any,” Rodgers said, adding 
that Holmes was bleeding 
from two gashes on the side 
of his head. “He was frozen 
and must have had a very 
long night.”

Holmes was transported 
to a nearby hospital where 
he was treated for hypo-
thermia and head injuries.

Also known to many Salt 
Spring residents as “Tex,” 
Holmes is frequently spot-

ted with his cane and yellow 
rain-jacket hitchhiking in 
and around Ganges.

Rufous’ return
Reports of male Rufous 

hummingbird sightings on 
Salt Spring are coming in at 
a fast and furious pace.

Tom Thomas of Main 
Street called the Driftwood 
office on the afternoon of 
Tuesday, March 16 to say 
he had seen his fi rst of the 
year.

Roland Road resident 
Jean Brouard saw his fi rst of 
2010 at his feeder on March 
19, and his neighbour Carol 
Reiner saw one on Sunday, 

March 14. 
Biologist John Sprague 

reminds readers that the 
male Rufous hummingbird 
usually arrives on the island 
in the first half of March, 
followed by the females 
from mid to late March.  

Anna’s hummingbirds, on 
the other hand, have been 
here all winter, and start 
nesting in February, said 
Sprague, and the babies 
will normally leave the nest 
between March 20 to 30. 

“It boggles my mind that 
the mom can find enough 
insects in March to stuff 
into the growing babies,” 
he added.

News briefs

Heads up!
Driftwood 50th Anniversary Party  
Friday, MARCH 26 
ArtSpring, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ISLANDS TRUST

Comments sought as Trust targets food security
Input wanted  for September report

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

What ends up on your plate can have a big impact on 
what happens to the planet.

That’s why the Islands Trust seeks the public’s participa-
tion to help tackle the issue of food security in the Gulf 
Islands.  

“Island communities are particularly vulnerable to food 
supply issues resulting from natural disasters, climate 
change and the rising cost of transporting food from off-
island,” said Sheila Malcolmson, Islands Trust Council 
chair, in a release coinciding with the program’s launch on 
March 16.

The high price of land, operating costs, a shortage of 
water and a lack of affordable housing for farm workers, 
Malcolmson said, are among factors behind the region’s 
food security issues.

“The good news is that islanders are in a strong position 
to address this topic because we have excellent growing 
conditions and our communities are increasingly support-
ive of local food production,” Malcolmson added.

Beginning last week, Trust planner Kaitlin Kazmierowski 
began accepting food-security-related questions and sug-
gestions from among the estimated 25,000 people living 
within the Trust’s jurisdiction. 

Results will be compiled and presented to Islands Trust 
Council at its quarterly meeting on Bowen Island in Sep-
tember. 

Kazmierowski said she’s already learned of about 20 
small-scale initiatives that cover topics such as canning, 
community kitchens and neighbourhood gardens.

“There’s a lot of information gathering and so much out 
there,” she said. “The idea is to create a menu of policy 
options in a report that will outline what’s going nationally 
and in the islands.”

Composting, meat production and marketing will form 
additional components of the food security study, Kazmi-
erowski added.

“It’s such a dynamic area,” she said.
The study’s goal, she said, is to highlight some of the 

successful steps community groups and individuals have 

already taken to increase the production of local food.
Based on a draft defi nition forwarded by Salt Spring’s 

Food Security Project Steering Committee, food security 

exists when all individuals have access to adequate, nutri-
tious food regardless of their income and their abilities.

“In a food secure community, most of the food is grown, 
processed and distributed on a local and regional basis,” 
the group states. “Food production and distribution is con-
ducted in a manner that is environmentally and economi-
cally sustainable and local food access and production 
are an integral part of governance decisions affecting the 
community.”

The new food security project follows January’s 
announcement that the Islands Trust and Agricultural Alli-
ance will work on a study “to better understand how much 
food is grown for human consumption by market garden 
farmers on the island.”

Results will help the community identify how locally pro-
duced food reduces greenhouse gas emissions compared 
to importing food to the island.

More information about how to get involved is available 
online at the Islands Trust website, www.islandstrust.bc.ca.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Four-year-old Kaylzeah Page comes face-to-face with a goat on Salt Spring.

Salt Spring Island farm facts

Age of average Salt Spring farmer: 55

Average cost for one acre of island 

farmland: $60,000

Salt Spring’s gross farm revenue (2006): 

$4,000,000

Percentage of farms with gross revenue 

less than $10,000: 65

Source: Salt Spring Area Farm Plan 

“The idea is to create a menu of 

policy options.”

KAITLIN KAZMIEROWSKI 
Planner, Islands Trust
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SALT SPRING ISLAND TRANSIT SYSTEM

Riders Guide
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 28, 2009 UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

www.bctransit.com
BUS INFORMATION 

250-538-4282

Tide Tables
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Pacific Standard Time – measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ft

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ft

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT

250-537-4202

Honda Generators
ONE-MONTH SPECIAL

MAR

Sale ends Mar 31

122 Upper Ganges Rd. at  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm
the head of Ganges Harbour  

24 02:30   3.2   10.5   
WE 08:07   2.8   9.2   
 09:49   2.8   9.2   
 18:42   0.7   2.3   

25 03:14   3.2   10.5   
TH 08:58   2.6   8.5   
 11:46   2.7   8.9   
 19:48   0.8   2.6   
 
26 03:49   3.2   10.5   
FR 09:33   2.4   7.9   
 13:36   2.7   8.9   
 20:46   0.9   3.0   
 

27 04:18   3.2   10.5   
SA 10:08   2.0   6.6   
 15:13   2.7   8.9   
 21:38   1.0   3.3   
28 04:43   3.2   10.5   
SU 10:44   1.7   5.6   
 16:36   2.8   9.2   
 22:26   1.3   4.3 
29 05:07    3.2    10.5   
MO 11:22   1.3   4.3   
 17:49   2.9   9.5   
 23:12   1.6   5.2   
30 05:30   3.3   10.8   
TU 12:01   0.9   3.0   
 18:55   3.0   9.8   
 23:59   1.9   6.2   

EU2000IC reg. $1749

Sale$1299
Eu1000 IC $949
Eu3000 ISCA $2299

Sale
Sale

SEE OUR STIHL FLYER 
IN THIS ISSUE!

MAFALDAMAFALDA  
Hoogerdyk, EPCHoogerdyk, EPC

mafalda@shawbiz.ca 250-537-1730      Grace Point Square

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO YOUR 
FINANCIAL SITUATION IF YOU 

WHERE STRICKEN WITH A LIFE 
THREATENING ILLNESS?

Critical illness insurance can help.
Call for more information.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Please note the Driftwood Offi ce will be closed:

FRIDAY, APRIL 2ND - GOOD FRIDAY
Deadlines for the Driftwood - Wednesday April 7th
Display Deadline: Thursday, April 1st, 4pm
Classifi ed Display Deadline:  Monday, April 5th, 4pm
Classifi ed Word Deadline:  Tuesday, April 6th, 10am

328 Lower Ganges Road
250.537.9933

gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

WATER DISTRICT

Waterworks puts weir plans on hold
NSSWD considers 

concerns

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The North Salt Spring Water-
works District (NSSWD) has 
announced a postponement to 
its plan to raise the height of a 
weir on St. Mary Lake.

NSSWD installed a weir at 
the lake to raise water storage 
capabilities in 2006, allowing 
lake water levels to crest at 40.7 
meters. The Waterworks had 
originally intended to set the 
level at 41 metres, the lake’s his-
toric high water mark, but the 
plan is now to install a control 
gate that would allow the lake 
to crest at that level.

Opposition to the NSSWD 
plan by some lake shore resi-
dents last fall called attention to 
the potentially harmful results 
caused by raising water levels 
for extended periods. These 
include compromising septic 
tanks and distribution systems, 
loss of public beach access and 

damage to trees and wildlife.
NSSWD has responded to res-

idents’ concerns by earmarking 
the summer of 2010 as a study 
period of local conditions.

“Given the as-of-yet unre-
solved potential problems, we 
have decided to ‘hold off’ on 
proceeding with the installa-
tion of the control gate, to raise 
the crest level, at the outlet to St. 
Mary Lake, until after the sum-
mer of 2010,” the Waterworks’ 
January newsletter states.

Denis Russell ,  NSSWD 
trustee, said the group does 
not foresee many problems in 
implementing its plan, but will 
take the time to be diligent.

“We’re not in any terrible 
hurry to raise the weir, so we 
might as well be thorough 
about it, check things out and 
make sure we have everything 
covered,” Russell said.

One of the things the water-
works will look into is whether 
there are any problematic septic 
fi elds. Most of that information 
will be already held by the Van-
couver Island Health Authority. 

Russell said there may just be a 
few older systems that NSSWD 
will need to inspect.

Mike Larmour, a 30-year 
employee of the waterworks 
who retired as its manager 
around six years ago, has voiced 
concern about the weir project 
in the past. The potential for 
litigation by property owners is 
one of the major issues he sees 
as affecting the plan.

“It clearly poses lawsuits 
because of the damage,” Lar-
mour said. “If the dam is built, 
the Waterworks is liable for any 
effects of holding the water 
back that is not historically 
[proven].”

Phosphorus run-off is anoth-
er issue Larmour says should 
be addressed.

“Studies on phosphorus 
input into the lake shows the 
distance of septic fields from 
the lake is important.” 

Raising the lake’s level would 
shorten that distance, but as he 
points out, “VIHA is not con-
cerned with the nutrient loading 
of the lake. It’s a separate issue 

and they don’t seem to recog-
nize it.”

Larmour also said that resi-
dents’ concerns about damage 
to tree roots could be valid. Even 
though the weir’s control gate 
would raise the lake water to 
a historically established high, 
in natural conditions the high 
would only be sustained for 
short durations.

“Not many trees can stand 
having wet feet for a very pro-
longed period,” Larmour said.

In regard to public beach 
access, Russell said that although 
the Waterworks is only respon-
sible for providing clean water 
to its clients, creative solutions 
could also be found.

“We’ll just look at the beaches 
to see if there’s enough beach for 
people. We might have to pro-
vide a few loads of sand if there’s 
a real problem.”

Russell said that residents 
don’t have to worry about any of 
these potential issues this year 
because the reservoir is already 
full and the control gate is only 
raised in times of shortage.

DRIFTWOOD CELEBRATION 

Fifty years of news coverage,
history on display at ArtSpring
Contests, refreshments, 

displays and more on 

March 26

The Driftwood newspaper cele-
brates 50 years of publishing this 
week with a community-wide party 
at ArtSpring on Friday. 

The galleries will be fi lled with dis-
plays and memorabilia from not only 
the Driftwood but the Salt Spring 
Historical Society and some local 
businesses and non-profi ts that have 
been around since at least 1960 — 
even if they’ve changed hands or 
names over the years. 

They are Mouat’s Trading Co., Gan-
ges Pharmasave (Ganges Pharmacy), 
Salt Spring Inn (Log Cabin and other 
incarnations), Laurie’s Recycling 
(Hedgehog Bulldozing), Patterson’s 
Market, Farmers’ Institute, Harbour 
House Hotel, Royal LePage (Salt 
Spring Lands) and the Salt Spring 
Public Library Association. 

ArtSpring’s gallery walls will be 
decorated with giant posters of vari-
ous Driftwood pages through the 
years, photos of past personnel and 
other historic images. 

Free coffee, tea, water and cup-
cakes will also be available.

Wearing your own copy of the 
Driftwood to the party is heartily 
encouraged. 

People can scoop some Driftwood 
pages out of the recycle bin and 
transform them into a wearable item 

for a chance to win $50. Five cash 
prizes for the “best-dressed” island-
ers will be awarded. 

“I’m looking forward to seeing what 
creative ideas islanders come up with 
when wearing their copy of the Drift-
wood to the party,” said publisher 
Peter McCully, who set the bar with 
his Driftwood kilt, vest and fanny 
pack pictured in the paper’s full-page 
party ad. “It should be fun!”

Then at 4 p.m., the winner of an 
ounce of gold in the Driftwood’s 
Take Home the Gold contest will be 
revealed.

For the past month islanders 
have been able to buy one of 2,000 
80-gram chocolate bars specially 
made by Harlan’s Chocolates. 

Six contain a special golden ticket, 
which will be exchanged for a key at 
Friday’s event. 

One of those keys will unlock a 
treasure chest containing an ounce 
of gold, while the other five key-
holders receive gift certifi cates.

As of Tuesday only three people 
had reportedly found the golden 
tickets inside, although most of the 
chocolate bars had been sold. So 
to join the ranks of Ila-Mae Dick-
son, Debbie Hollingsworth and Irene 
Lundy, people should pick up one of 
the Harlan’s bars for $4.99 at Phar-
masave, Country Grocer or Harlan’s 
as soon as possible. 

“The odds of getting a golden tick-
et are great,” said McCully. 

Friday’s festivities wind up at 5 
p.m.

Ask
the Pro!

benjaminmoore.ca

A.

E-mail your paint and 
 ooring questions to:

c_hubenig@hotmail.com

If your question is
chosen, you will receive
20% off any single
purchase of in-stock 
 ooring or paint!

Q. Are all engineered hardwoods 
suitable for in-  oor radiant heat?

No. Some species such as 
American or Brazilian cherry wood 
can react adversely to the change 
in temperature. The warranty on 
many hardwoods refers to liquid 
radiant heat rather than electric. 
Electric heat tends to increase the 
temperature too fast. A good, stable 
choice of hardwood for in-  oor 
heat would be either oak or maple.

Next to Uptown Pizza &
Country Grocer

368 Lower Ganges Road 
250-537-9736

Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm
Saturday 10 am - 4:30 pm
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Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

David Waddington
Certi ed QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Specializing In Small Business

Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

QuickBooks Setup and Training

105-B Hereford Ave

24-HOUR ACCESS!

250 931 5483
120 Hereford Ave
livingstrongstudios.ca
“Our focus is your health”

24-HOUR
FITNESS

for as low as $30/month

Salt Spring’s Emergency Management 
Commission wants to make sure you 
and your neighbours are prepared when 
disaster strikes.  

If you are a neighbourhood POD leader, 
an alternate, a POD member or anyone 
interested in emergency preparedness 
you are invited to attend the next in a 
continuing series of POD leader work-
shops. We will be introducing our new 
POD leader guide book, trade some ideas 
and have another of our popular table-
top emergency exercises where you and 
your neighbours make the decisions.

When:  Saturday, March 27 at 1:00 pm
Where:  Ganges Fire Hall

For more info e-mail ssipod@crd.bc.ca

NEIGHBOURHOOD
EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre

Keep
Smiling...
Thoughts & News

from Dr. Richard HaydenWhat's the
cheapest thing, Doc?
So, what is the cheapest sort of dentistry? After doing 
this for 17 years I have discovered that dentistry that 
lasts a long time and that doesn't have to be redone 
too soon is ultimately cheapest.
The most expensive dentistry is often what seemed to 
be the cheap option but fails and needs to be redone, 
usually in a more costly and complicated way.
Take for example a tooth with a crack in it. One 
option is to place a new top on the tooth so it won’t 
fracture. This might cost $1000 to $1500, depending 
on your dentist. Another option is to “wait and see” 
which costs nothing. Recently I saw a lady whose tooth 
had split right to the nerve. OUCH! Now a root canal 
is required as well as the crown, doubling the cost and 
making the entire procedure less predictable.

Please discuss your budget with your 
dentist, and always ask yourself if you 
can truly afford the 'cheapest' option.

We have a smile for you!

199 Saltspring Way, Saltspring Island, V8K 2G2
250 537 1400 
Visit our website: www.saltspringdentist.com

Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. 8:30-5:00
804 Fulford-Ganges Road

250-537-4978
i[

• No Mold
• No Mildew
• No Worries

PITTSBURGH PAINTS 10% OFF

• NNNNNNNNNNNNNNoooooooo MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMoooooooooooolllllllllldddddddddd
• NNNNNNNNNooooooooooooooo MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMiiiiiiiiillllllllllllllldddddddddddddddeeeeeeeeeeeeeewwwwwwwwwwwww
• NNNNNNNNNNooooooooooooooooo    WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWoooooooooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeessssssssssss

M A N O R  H A L L ®

       Our Flagship Brand

• Highly Scrubbable
• Provides a Rich Finish
• Excellent Coverage

PURE PERFORMANCE
Superior Performance,

Environmentally Friendly

•  Minimal odor, excellent hiding & 
touch up

•  Superior mildew resistance
•  Easy stain removal & washable
• Zero VOC

FLAT  |  EGGSHELL  |  SEMI-GLOSS

EGGSHELL  |  PEARL  |  SEMI-GLOSS

MI-GLOSSMI-GLOSS

10% OFF!

RECYCLING

Plastics 
service
coming
Pick-up service 

begins March 31

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Islanders can add soft 
plastics and styrofoam 
to their list of recycla-
ble materials thanks to 
one woman’s hard work 
and persistence. 

Back in February, 
Marnie Slinn initiated 
a petition asking Salt 
Springers to provide 
information about how 
frequently they would 
use a soft plastic and 
styrofoam recycling 
service if it were made 
available.

“ Wi t h  t h e  i n t e r-
est shown in the peti-
tion, they think they 
can make the island a 
viable stop for them,” 
Slinn said on Monday.

Thanks to her survey, 
Pacific Mobile Depots 
has scheduled its first 
soft plastics and sty-
rofoam recycling day 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 
31. The depot will be 
located near the liquor 
store at the north end 
of the Country Grocer 
parking lot.

Pick-ups will take 
p l a c e  e v e r y  t h re e 
months. The fee for a 
large garbage bag of 
soft plastic is $6.50.

“I am really hop-
ing that this will help 
spawn a new consum-
er awareness on Salt 
Spring Island,” Slinn 
said. 

“As we collect our soft 
plastics, we will become 
aware of how much of 
the bloody stuff we use, 
which will hopefully get 
us to begin choosing 
our products partially 
based on packaging 
and then the compa-
nies will follow us and 
change their packaging 
choices.”

Slinn said all soft 
plastics with the excep-
tion of “crinkly plastics” 
will be accepted at the 
site. 

Plastics and styro-
foam must be sorted 
into separate bags prior 
to being dropped off.

Since many island 
companies can accu-
mulate up to three bags 
of soft plastic each day, 
the company will dis-
cuss storage options 
w i t h  o w n e r s  a n d 
arrange to pick mate-
rials up on a monthly 
basis.

Pacifi c Mobile Depots 
can discuss storage 
options for island busi-
nesses on a case-by-
case basis.

M o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion about the depot 
program is available 
online at www.paci-
ficmobiledepots.com. 
Business owners who 
are interested in taking 
part can contact Slinn 
at 250-931-7337.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

CIRCUS TIME: Circus performers Semance, Harvest, Dave and Mel show their stuff  in Centennial Park on 

Thursday to promote a free March 25 open house/trial session for a Community Education circus course 

at Mahon Hall from 7 to 9 p.m. 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

Ganges to get a dog park
PARC explores 

funding options 

for Rainbow 

Road site
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

If dogs could talk, 
they’d probably express 
much kudos to the 
island’s Parks and Rec-
reation Commission’s 
decision to construct a 
new  off-leash dog park 
beside the Rainbow 
Road Pool.

As it is, commission-
ers will have to content 
themselves with the 
enthusiastic panting, 
barking and wagging 
of tails from canines 
that take to the island’s 
newest recreational 

amenity when it’s com-
pleted sometime later 
this year.

PARC commissioner 
Gregg Dow brought the 
idea to his colleagues’ 
attention in February 
after hearing a strong 
demand for the park 
among seniors.

“This site will  be 
flat, safe and if they 
fall down somebody 
would see them,” Dow 
said during Monday 
evening’s PARC meet-
ing. 

Trustees voted to 
have the park built on 
a 50-by-35-metre site 
to the left of the pool’s 
access road. 

In spite of being in 
an area suitable for 
the construction of 

a future building or 
other facility, commis-
sioners chose the site 
on account of its large 
area, ease of access 
and high visibility.

Commissioners said 
they hope the dog park 
will become a social 
hub for island dogs 
and their owners. 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
$5,000 is needed to 
fence the area and 
p r ov i d e  a  re l i a b l e 
water source, doggie 
bag dispenser, waste 
receptacles and picnic 
tables.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n 
established a three-
person sub-committee 
to canvass community 
groups and business-
es in search of dona-

tions and sponsorship 
opportunities.

To find out how to 
get involved, contact 
the PARC office at 250-
537-4448.

Post your comment to this story 
online at 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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50 years
of change

T
he Driftwood newspa-
per made its debut on 
Salt Spring on March 
24,1960 — which hap-

pens to be 50 years ago today.
While Wednesday has become synonymous with 

“Driftwood Day,” way back in 1960 the 24th was a 
Thursday. It wasn’t until June of 1974 that the pub-
lication day was changed without fanfare.

It’s just one of the myriad details we’ve learned 
in the past couple of months while researching the 
Hot Off the Press: 50 Years of Community supple-
ment that forms Section C of today’s newspaper. 
The 56-page labour of love highlights some of the 
news from each year since 1960 and illustrates 
how the Gulf Islands and this newspaper have 
changed in the past fi ve decades. 

Among our countless discoveries, we’d like to 
give special mention to the following.

Firstly, for people who think local controversies 
get out of hand on Salt Spring Island in current 

times, we have to call you 
wimpy. Arguments were 
far more fi erce and unbri-
dled in the old days. We’ve 
defi nitely grown up when 
it comes to construc-
tive debate, even if it can 
always still be improved.

Secondly, in the past 
we appeared to be at the 
mercy of government 
agencies who either didn’t 
know how to deal with us 

or were politically fi ckle and whose representatives 
changed their mind on a dime. Some may say that 
hasn’t changed. 

Thirdly, the ability of Gulf Islands communities 
to raise money for worthy causes — and quickly — 
goes back to at least 1960. Bravo.

Conversely, islanders’ distaste for rising property 
taxes has a history. Let’s just say we’re discrimi-
nating about what projects get taxpayer support 
through referendum. 

And fi nally, we’ve always wrangled with BC Fer-
ries since its inception in 1960, regardless of who 
was running the show in Victoria.

Driftwood staff also discovered something 
important for ourselves. While everyone has per-
sonal reasons for working for Driftwood Publish-
ing Ltd., what became clear as the 50th anniver-
sary date approached is that we feel extremely 
privileged to be the gatherers and keepers of so 
much rich and as-it-happened community history.

With the same kind of trust, support and coop-
eration we’ve had from our readers and advertisers 
for the past 50 years, the Driftwood hopes to be 
still sharing your triumphs and tragedies, dreams 
and desires when the century mark rolls around. 

See you at the party at ArtSpring on Friday! 

Stewards in Training cuts unfair
BY JEAN GELWICKS

I just want to add a bit of information to the 
March 17 Driftwood article entitled “Funding 
seesaw shifts gaming grant balance.”

Adult-oriented arts and sports groups have been declared 
ineligible for gaming grants, which is a shame, but the 
provincial government has also decided not to fund any 
environmental groups, including the Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy. 

The conservancy has been running its award-winning 
Stewards in Training school program free to all Salt Spring 
students in grades 1 through 8 for seven years. 

This valuable program has relied on funding 
from the gaming commission. 

The government says they will be supporting 
kids’ programs, but I guess just not kids who have 
anything to do with the environment. This seems 
a bit biased and, quite frankly, not fair.

The conservancy volunteers help Salt Spring 
children develop a sense of wonder and curi-
osity about the natural world. This curiosity is 
expanded through playful, hands-on, nature 
based, introspective and thoughtful activities. 

In developing connections, knowledge and 
skills, we hope children cultivate a sense of personal respon-
sibility towards the land — not just on this island, but in the 
wider world as well.

The Stewards in Training School program benefits the 
community because it helps students connect to their com-
munities and establishes a stronger commitment to being 
active and engaged citizens who are concerned for their 
environment. Teachers and parents know learning is more 
meaningful and effective when students can draw connec-
tions between their studies and the world around them.

We now know that as children spend less 
time exploring outdoors and more time 
sitting in front of screens there is a link to 
alarming health trends. 

More children are being diagnosed with attention defi cit 
disorder and attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder and 
being prescribed antidepressants than ever before. Child-
hood obesity and related health problems are at an all-time 
high.  

Research shows contact with nature is as important to 
children as good nutrition and adequate sleep. Time spent 

outdoors correlates with increased physical 
activity and fitness and increases children’s 
feeling of well-being and ability to focus on 
tasks.

For all these reasons and others, the conser-
vancy believes children need lots more pro-
gramming like the Stewards in Training pro-
gram we offer, not less, and that it is a crying 
shame that we have lost our funding and our 
program is in jeopardy as a result.

If you agree, please let the Hon. Rich Cole-
man, Minister of Housing and Social Develop-
ment, know your thoughts at Box 9058, STN 

PROV GOVT, Victoria, B.C., V8W 9E1.
The conservancy is holding a couple of fundraising events 

in April.  Do come to hear Robert Bateman talk about Think-
ing Like an Artist and a Naturalist on April 8, and on April 25 
listen to Gwynne Dyer, perhaps Canada’s most famous his-
torian and journalist, speak on the ideas in his latest book, 
Climate Wars. Tickets for both are on sale at ArtSpring. 

Come out and support the school program.

The writer is a Salt Spring Island Conservancy volunteer.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT

This seems a bit 

biased and, 

quite frankly, 

not fair.
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Driftwood’s 50th 
anniversary 
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We’ve learned a 
few things
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Is a Rainbow Road dog park a good idea?
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Ruckle Farm 
is on 

As the coordinator for 
the Ruckle Park Ploughing 
Match and Family Farm Day 
for the last 10 years or so, 
I am pleased to announce 
that able volunteers have 
stepped forward to fi ll this 
function. 

I n  t r u t h ,  t h e r e  a r e 
around 50 people who 
annually donate their time 
and energy to make this 
a truly community event, 
not to mention Mike and 
Marjorie Lane, who so 
competently manage the 
Ruckle Farm, Fred and 
Debbie King, who manage 
the park portion, and Art 
Falardeau, who does the 
heavy lifting. 

As well, throughout the 
years, there have been a 
number of organizations 
who have kindly offered 

support, ensuring costs 
were covered and that the 
event would remain free for 
all.

Alas, in recent times, the 
ploughing component has 
greatly diminished. 

A combination of fewer 
horse teams available, less 
funding and the frequent-
ly howling wet weather in 
March (when the ground is 
often ready to plow), have 
contributed to this. Nev-
ertheless, there is much to 
enjoy and learn from this 
day at the farm.

So please plan to come 
this year, on Sunday, May 2, 
to enjoy a beautiful work-
ing farm, kids and animals, 
demonstrations, games, 
food, friends and your rural 
community.

Maybe this will be the 
year you win the log-sawing 
contest!
SIDNEY BRANNAN,
R U C K L E  P A R K  F A R M  D A Y

The ship’s 
got to go

After spending Saturday 
morning at Fulford Harbour 
fi lling two dumpsters with 
debris I was amazed to see 
that the boat which sank 
on Jan. 18 is still there. 

Thanks to the heartfelt 
letter from Drew Clarke 
in last week’s Driftwood 
(“Don’t throw the poor 
overboard”), I know a little 
about the person who lived 
aboard and don’t wish to 
minimize that family’s loss 
in any way.

However, that loss has 
somehow resulted in Ful-
ford Harbour’s gain — a 
shipwreck or  rather  a 
wrecked ship. 

Is it the Exxon Valdez? Of 
course not, but imagine a 
car crash: regardless of the 
driver’s life story, rich or 
poor, able or not, the wreck 

would have been gone 
from the road in hours. We 
wouldn’t rationalize that 
the steel would eventually 
rust, that the seats would 
provide lovely habitat for 
native wildlife, the aerials 
perhaps perches for chick-
adees and nuthatches. 

We wouldn’t simple tie 
red balloons to the fenders 
so other motorists would 
be “duly warned.”

Nope, the thing would 
be gone. Unfortunately, 
this accident happened in 
the ocean, aka everyone’s 
dumping grounds, and 
there the ship sits, provid-
ing “habitat” until our atti-
tudes change or the fuel 
tank ruptures. 
SANDRA LECKIE,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Rocky details
In the Rocky Horror Pic-

ture Show article last week 
(“Rocky Horror auditions”), 

I left out two very important 
points: 

1) This is a non-profit 
co-production of three 
Salt Spring theatre groups: 
Active P.A.S.S., Newman 
Family Productions and The 
Academy Presents.

2) For those who are 
reluctant to commit their 
entire summer to Rocky, 
there will be one weekend 
off (Aug. 13-14) for Fulford 
Day, so people can take a 
little 10-day “holiday” and 
still do the show.

 Please don’t hesitate to 
call me at 250-537-1091 with 
any questions:
RACHEL JACOBSON, 
R O C K Y  H O R R O R  P I C T U R E 
S H O W  P R O D U C E R

Job well done
I am writing in response to 

the recent (and not so recent) 
controversy regarding fencing 

contractors in the Driftwood. 
I hired Richard Harach’s 

Naturalscape company to 
put a deer fence around my 
Fernwood Road property. 
They started on Monday 
and fi nished the fence itself 
by Wednesday afternoon. 
The gates were hung on Fri-
day. The crew of four were 
respectful of my gardens, 
worked hard and finished 
the job early. 

They also dug holes for me 
to plant a screen of trees and 
cleaned up brush trimmings. 
I am more than satisfi ed with 
their work.

I feel that if a letter can 
be published to potentially 
damage a company’s repu-
tation, it should also be pos-
sible to publish a letter com-
mending a job well done.
MONIKA MAYR,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

Letters to the editor

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: Do you put off or look forward to fi ling your taxes?

SUSAN ELLIS
It’s hard to do; it’s not an 
exciting prospect. Balancing 
the odds, I’m getting it out of 
the way.

KAREN MOUAT
I fi le on time because I’m a 
bit of a “rules” person.

LIANNE FIDLER
I do it as early as I can and 
forget about it.

LUC BLANCHET
I get excited about it because I 
want money back!

LYNN CLARK
We usually do our taxes using 
tax software and fi le a few 
hours before the deadline.

Moonstruck is a real farm — not a factory 

IslandVoices
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“My mechanic said we could have died. We must 
have had angels on our side.”

REISHA SAREK, CLIFF YOUR RIDE CONTESTANT

HEADTOHEAD

Peter 
Vincent

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 

during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

MORE LETTERS continued on A8

The Canadian press loves a good story 
involving our little island. Last year, it was 
the Islands Trust denying the Salt Spring 
Coffee Company permission to build the 
world’s fi rst coffee-roasting plant with an 
environmental seal of approval. No doubt 
about it. The press loves dirty laundry.

It should come as no surprise then to see 
Salt Spring’s Moonstruck Cheese dragged 
through the mud two weeks ago when the 
B.C. Centre for Disease Control detected a 
colony of listeria bacteria on one of Moon-
struck’s wheels of cheese. It was found on 
a wheel of their Ash-Ripened Camembert 
cheese, ironically, the cheese that won 
Moonstruck a silver medal at the First World 
Jersey Cheese Competition in 2008.

The BCCDC gets pretty twitchy about list-
eria, and for good reason. In 2008, an out-
break of listeriosis at a Maple Leaf Foods 
plant in Toronto killed at least 20 people. All 
meat products from the plant were recalled 
and Maple Leaf ended up paying out $27 
million to plaintiffs in a class-action lawsuit.

Listeria bacteria can be nasty. It is 
quite happy in a refrigerator, where it will 
increase in size. Listeriosis (the resulting 
condition) causes fever, headache, nau-
sea, diarrhea, vomiting . . . like a really bad 
hangover. Unlike a hangover, listeriosis 
doesn’t go away easy. It is particularly nasty 
to the very old and the very young, the preg-
nant, and AIDS patients. One in four that 
contract listeriosis will die.

There is no acceptable level of listeria in 
a product — no miniscule part per million 

is OK. Zero tolerance. When 
trace amounts were found 
in one of Moonstruck’s 
cheese wheels, owner Julia 
Grace immediately recalled 
the camembert. Under-
standably, major food out-
lets like Whole Foods and 
Choices — stores that pride 
themselves on carrying the 
highest quality products — 
emptied their shelves of everything Moon-
struck until this little company can produce 
a letter from the government giving it a 
clean bill of health.

A giant company like Maple Leaf Foods 
can absorb these little bumps in the road, 
but what of a small family-run organic farm 
like Moonstruck? With no product on the 
shelves, there is no income. Still, the pure-
bred Jersey cows need to be fed and farm 
hands need to be paid. Government agen-
cies work at their own glacial speed. Above 
the embarrassment, it’s fi nancially tough. 
Very tough.

So what about Moonstruck Organic 
Cheese? The owners have been producing 
cheese on this Beddis Road property for 
over 12 years now, on the original 1890s 
Beddis family homestead. There are about 
two dozen very contented dairy cows wan-
dering through the pasture, without a care 
in the world.

Moonstruck is a certifi ed organic oper-
ation. The term “organic” has become 
somewhat nebulous in recent years. In the 

United States, there are “cer-
tified organic” dairy farms 
that milk over 5,500 cows 
a day — cows standing in 
overcrowded pens with not 
a blade of grass in sight. Pro-
vided they are fed organic 
grain with no pesticides (and 
other vague parameters) they 
can be given the organic seal 
of approval.

Moonstruck appears to walk the walk. 
They milk about 20 cows a day. In essence, 
the owners embrace the philosophy and 
ethics behind organic farming. It is more 
about a lifestyle than a business model. 
They make small batches of exotic cheeses, 
with no plans of becoming the “Maple Leaf 
Foods” of the cheese business. In many 
ways, the company embraces the very 
nature of Salt Spring Island, the very nature 
often pilloried in the national press, the 
very nature that caused me to abandon a 
perfectly good, pointless life in the city.

As bucolic as this all appears, listeria is 
very real. Having never had any such run-in 
with the B.C. Centre for Disease Control in 
the 12 years she has been operating, owner 
Julia Grace is vexed and nervous. Twelve 
years of hard work can come crashing down 
by a microscopic wriggly thing in a petri 
dish. 

Like most Salt Springers, I make my food 
choices carefully. I have three tests: health, 
ethics and price. The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration has identified residue of 

171 pesticides and industrial pollutants in 
“regular” cheddar cheese. Ech. 

On a factory farm, newborn dairy calves 
are immediately taken from the mothers. 
Factory farms are in the business of provid-
ing milk to humans, not calves, and so the 
babies usually end up being slaughtered 
for dog food. The mothers can be heard 
bleating for their missing young weeks 
after they have been taken away. The dairy 
cows themselves rarely, if ever, see daylight, 
spending their shortened life in a cramped 
stall. Ech #2. 

Admittedly, in my world, price has been 
known to trump ethics and health, but the 
more I read about the appalling state of 
affairs of the North American food industry, 
the more I am willing to open my wallet 
and my taste buds to the fl avourful world 
of organics.

If you would like to learn more, rent the 
DVD “Food, Inc.” the 2009 Academy-nom-
inated documentary on food production. If 
you need a reminder of what a dairy farm is 
supposed to look like, drop in to the Moon-
struck Organic Cheese Farm at 1306 Beddis 
Road, or visit its website at www.moon-
struckcheese.com. The site has a lovely 
picture of Hope the Jersey cow. Hope died a 
few years ago, but they remember her as if 
she were a family member. 

If you need to know the difference 
between Moonstruck and a factory dairy, 
“Hope” pretty much says it all.

republicofsaltspring@mac.com
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EASTER AT THE CHEESE FARM
April 4 .  10 am - 5 pm 

EASTER SUNDAY OPEN HOUSE
285 Reynolds Road

BABY ANIMALS, EASTER BUNNY AND EASTER EGG HUNTS

T: 250-653-2300

FARM SHOP 
OPEN DAILY 
10AM - 5PM

KATHLEEN CARSONKATHLEEN CARSON

Residents CardSaltSpring Island

Salt Spring Island

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Register your Residents Card 
to be eligible for weekly draws.

VIEW MERCHANT SPECIALS AT:

residentscard.com
or pick up a list at The Driftwood

is this week’s winner of a 
$50 gift certifi cate from:

PHARMASAVE

OPINION

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

by
The Plan

™ Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

JANICE PATZWALD,
CFP, EPC
FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

554 Trunk Road
Duncan, BC V9L 2R1
250-746-6734, ext 225
Fax: 250-746-4318

janicepatzwald@investorsgroup.com

When it comes to your investment 
portfolio, how do you defi ne security?

Guarantees that protect your 
investment?
Reliable income fl ow?
The expectation of future gains?

Talk to us today about how fi nancial
alternatives like Investors Group 
Guaranteed Investment Funds 
provide a measure of certainty for 
your investment portfolio.

Time… to think about
what security means to you.

Capital Regional District

Applications/Nominations for Membership
Salt Spring Island 
Transportation Commission 

The Capital Regional District (CRD) invites 
applications/nominations from Salt Spring residents 
interested in sitting on the Salt Spring Island 
Transportation Commission to provide advice 
regarding  public transit on Salt Spring Island and 
advise on other services to meet  transportation-
related needs including conducting studies; 
construction, installation, maintenance and 
regulation of sidewalks and bicycle paths; 
construction, maintenance and regulation of parking 
spaces, areas and facilities; implementing and 
providing transportation demand management 
programs; and construction and maintenance of 
pedestrian safety and traffic calming facilities

There are two appointments to be made. Meetings 
are held once a month on Tuesdays in Ganges 
Village.  The appointments are for one year 
ending December 2010.

Send us a one-page summary describing your 
areas expertise and interests relevant to the 
Commission’s tasks and why you would like to 
serve on the Commission. 

Deadline for receipt of applications is April 7, 2010.  
For more information contact the Commission at 
saltspringtransit@crd.bc.ca or 250.931.1372.

Mail, fax or email your application to:
Salt Spring Island Transportation Commission
Unit 1206-A 115 Fulford Ganges Rd.  
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2T9 
saltspringtransit@crd.bc.ca
Fax:  250.360.3130

Get the 
whole dog

This letter is in response 
to the article in the March 21 
Sunday Province headlined 
“No more cosmetic cuts, vet 
urges.”

I was so happy to see this 
issue fi nally being brought up 
here in B.C. and felt obligated 
to bring this to our attention 
as well. As most of Europe (the 
countries where most docked 
breeds originated) has banned 
the docking of dog’s tails, and 

the New Brunswick Veterinary 
Medical Association has taken 
the first step for Canada by 
banning it as well, I strongly 
feel that B.C. should follow 
their lead. Perhaps Salt Spring 
might like to boast being the 
first community to ban the 
procedure here? 

As resistance in the U.S. dog-
fashion industry continues to 
wane, we should get on board 
and set the example that we 
have already set in so many 
other animal welfare issues. 
The evidence for not docking 
is indisputable. Please take 
a few minutes the next time 
you’re online to research for 
yourself. 

Also, dogs need their tails 
for balance and socialization. 
I know change is tough, but if 
you really think about it, why 
is it that we see dogs with their 
tails cut off as normal and the 
ones with tails as abnormal? 

You need to know why it 
started (for example, Romans 
thought it prevented rabies, 
and people could avoid pay-
ing pet taxes in England as 
working dogs with docked 
tails were exempt, not to men-
tion all the docked fighting 
breeds), and why most other 
countries have banned it (for 
example, no anesthetic is 
used on the day-old pups, and 
the removal of the base of the 

spine is painful and can have 
complications).

What I would like to know 
is why aren’t we leading the 
country along with New 
Brunswick by banning it here 
too? 

Change has to start at the 
bottom. Not with the breed 
clubs or breeders or veteri-
nary associations, but with 
you. Don’t buy a dog without 
a tail  — ask for the whole ani-
mal. Show off your Jack Rus-
sell’s wagging tail at the park, 
and your rottie’s majestic tail 
at the beach. And tell others to 
do the same. Thank you.
HEIDI SERRA,
F U L F O R D

MORE LETTERS
continued from A7

Rants
No roses at all to the white-haired 

individual, who last Tuesday just 
before noon dumped rolls of carpet 
and lino from their four-door car 
into the forest valley on Cranberry 
Road just past Liberty Hall Lane. I was 
in the red car that slowed down and 
stared at you as you smiled sheep-
ishly. You turned on Liberty Hall Lane 
afterwards. It would have cost you 
$15 max and a fi ve-minute drive to 
dump those items respectfully at 
the Blackburn transfer station! You’re 
old enough to know better! Maggie 
O’Scalleigh 

Roses
A bouquet of fragrant, highly edible 

rose buds to Richard Harach and crew 
of Naturalscape for the beautiful and 
well-made deer fence. The “restau-
rant” is now closed.

A dozen David Austin roses to each 
person who came to my aid on Thurs-
day, March 18, on Rainbow Road 
while I was choking and couldn’t get 
my breath. Your timely actions and 
concern probably made it possible 
for me to be able to write this note of 
gratitude. As well, I’m sure my recov-
ery was enhanced by the arrival of 
two handsome and courteous para-

medics. We on Salt Spring are blessed 
to be surrounded by so many caring 
individuals. Jean Stewart

Roses to the very kind man who 
gave me the last Province paper at 
Country Grocer last Friday. People 
like you are special.

A pasture fi lled with fragrant milk-
white roses to Craig at Natureworks for 
doing the impossible — lowering his 
organic bottled milk prices! Nina R.

A big thank-you bouquet to the 
owners of Uptown Pharmasave for 
their amazing donation that will ben-
efi t the residents at Lady Minto’s ECU 
for a long time to come. BB

A big bouquet of red sage roses to 
the RCMP detachment for your holi-
day buffalo. It always brings a smile 
to my face when I see him all dressed 
up for every occasion. How nice to 
live in a community where the police 
have such a friendly attitude. LVS

Bushes of beautifully pruned, well-
behaved (i.e. not dangerous) roses 
to Kyle Parks for his spear heading, 
organizing and exemplary truck-
driving skills in his Fulford Harbour 
clean-up. The ocean thanks you, as 
do we — Sandra and John 

RANTS and Roses

SAWYER SEWING CENTRE
1-888-229-2266

3400 Douglas St.,Victoria

DID YOU KNOW...
                 ...Sawyer’s sells

Industrial Machines!
Sew leather, upholstery,

boat cover fabrics & more.
                           ~Jarret Sawyer

Liquor store • bar & bistro

Meet your friends here for
a little Local Libation!

Open mic every Thursday with Steph @ 8:00pm

LLL

#108-149 FULFORD-GANGES RD.   
250-537-9463 STORE  •  250-537-9485 BAR

BAR\

Spring into THE LOCAL Spring into THE LOCAL 

for some great wine for some great wine 

suggestions! New wines are suggestions! New wines are 

being added every week!being added every week!

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

BALL SEASON: 
Salt Spring RCMP Const. 

George Phipps shows 

off  his baseball swing 

to youths gathered at 

Johnson’s Shell Service 

for baseball registration 

last weekend. Deadline 

to register is March 27. 

Forms are at the Sports 

Traders store or the 

PARC offi  ce.
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Community Newspaper Party!

There will be Driftwood memorabilia, historical
displays from businesses and organizations that
have been a part of Salt Spring since 1960
(or earlier!)

- Mouats Trading Co - Salt Spring Historical Society
- Ganges Pharmasave - Farmers’ Institute
- Salt Spring Inn - Harbour House
- Laurie’s Recycling - Royal LePage
- Patterson’s Market - Salt Spring Public Library

Wear your copy of the

Driftwood to the Party!
Make a dress, hat, wallet, ascot,
tote bag - whatever you like.

We’ll be giving away cash prizes of $50
for the 5 “best dressed” Islanders who
wear their copy of the Driftwood to
the Party!

(Check our Facebook page for weblinks and ideas!)
facebook.com/gulfi slandsdriftwood

ry

$5
wh

s!)

50
ho

abilia, h
rganiza
since 

orical So
te

his
at
19

ocie

storical
ions that
960

ety

The Driftwood Newspaper celebrates

50 years of publication with a newspaper party!

Friday March 26th

at Artspring Galleries

there will be an open house

from 10am - 5pm.

Peter McCully
Publisher



INTERNET: YOU GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR
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Specials available from Opening Wednesday, March 11 to Closing Monday, March 16, 2009Speciaals available from Opening Wednesday, March 11 to Closing Monday, MMara ch 166, 2009
OPEN DAILY 8 AM - 9 PM Post Offi ce Hours

8 am - 6 pm Daily

Specials available from Opening Wednesday, March 24 to Closing Monday, March 29, 2010

SORRY - NO RAINCHECKS - ALL ITEMS WHILE STOCKS LAST

NNNTERNRRR ET: YOU GGEEEEEEET WHAT YOOOOOUUUUUO  PAY FOR

 •What’s for Dinner?•What’s for Dinner? Shopping list:

• This Thursday 1:00pm - 5:30pm
• This Friday 12:00pm - 5:30pm

Come and try this wonderful dish at 
OUR DAILY INSTORE  FOOD DEMONSTRATION

GIANT CASE LOT SALE
ON NOW!

  

YourYour
Choice

YourYour
ChoiceChoice

OPEN DAILY 9 am - 11 pm
GOV’T LIQUOR STORE PRICES!

LIMIT 2 TOTAL

Residents Card
SaltSpring Island

Salt Spring Island
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

99797
12X170G

Annie’s Bunny PastaAnnie’s Bunny Pasta
Shells & CheddarShells & Cheddar

LIMIT 2 TOTAL

4L4L
JUGJUG

LIMIT 10 TOTALLIMIT 10 TOTAL

LucerneLucerne
Yogurt

170G170G

YourYour
ChoiceChoice

YourYour
ChoiceChoice

LIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL
7797

3X946ML

LIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL

18X77G 18X77G 
BOXBOX

  Equals

  = 792
400G

LIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL

BIG
2LB2LB
BAG

SAANICHSAANICH
LIMIT 3 TOTALLIMIT 3 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL

BIG
1300G TUB

LIMIT 3 TOTALLIMIT 3 TOTAL
119797

15X4”15X4”
FLATFLAT

LIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL

12X355ML12X355ML
BOXBOX

12X68G12X68G
24X500ML24X500ML
CASECASE

LIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL

12X750ML12X750ML
CASECASE

LIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL

450G450G
WHEEL

LIMIT 1 TOTALLIMIT 10 TOTALLIMIT 10 TOTAL
100G

LIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL LIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL

LIMIT 2 TOTALLIMIT 2 TOTAL

12x156ML12x156ML
CASECASE

946ML
GLASSGLASS
BOTTLEBOTTLELIMIT 4 TOTALLIMIT 4 TOTAL

Heat Wave  SALE 
TRIP WINNERS!

KATE MERRY & GERALD TIBBITS 
BEING CONGRATULATED BY 

DEB WRATE  AND PAUL LARGE

946ML946ML

AnaarAnaar
JuicesJuices
YourYour

ChoiceChoice

4/4/10100000

100%
NATURAL

BIGBIG669797
MEGA
PACK

Earth BalanceEarth Balance
Buttery SpreadButtery Spread

100G100G

10/10/10100000

  Equals

   = 100
100G

  Equals

= 83¢
170G

Hershey’s Extra DarkHershey’s Extra Dark
ChocolateChocolate

ALOTAL

  Equals

= 42¢
FOR 

355ML 
TIN

LIMIT 4 TOTALLIMIT 4 TOTAL

KnudsensKnudsens
SpritzersSpritzers

4/4/10100000
6X6X
355ML355ML

Mr. NoodleMr. Noodle
Cup NoodlesCup Noodles

889797

Valley PrideValley Pride
Organic Milk

669797
  Equals

  = 175
1L

  Equals

= 50¢
170G

10/10/550000
  Equals

  = 266
946ML

TazoTazo
Chai Chai 
TeaTea

  Equals

= 50¢
77G

  Equals

= 13¢
500ML

RefreshRefresh
Spring WaterSpring Water

229797

ClifClif
Energy BarsEnergy Bars

  Equals

= 83¢
68G

YourYour
ChoiceChoice

999797
  Equals

= 17¢
355ML

2/2/440000
HOT
BUY779797

10KG BAG10KG BAG

Sweet SourceSweet Source
SugarSugar

PREMIUM
QUAL I TY

Chateau D’orChateau D’or
BrieBrie

SeedlingSeedling
GeraniumsGeraniums
  Equals

= 80¢
EACH

San PellegrinoSan Pellegrino
Mineral Water

  Equals

   = 125
750ML

14149797

Ruby Red FarmsRuby Red Farms
Organic FrozenOrganic Frozen
Blueberries

3/100000
340G340G
PKGPKG

BC
GROWN

889797

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE    EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqquuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss
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Salt Spring OrganicSalt Spring Organic
CoffeeCoffee
YourYour

ChoiceChoice

171797

AylmerAylmer
Tomato Paste
  Equals

= 58¢ 
156ML

669797

Go2Go2
ColaCola
PLUS FLAVOURS PLUS FLAVOURS 

  Equals

   = 792
400G

CHILI VERDE
Short cutzs to cooking for one or two © 2009 with Sarah Lynn
Back to pasture beef (Pasture/ Grass- fed) since the late 1990s, has a growing number of ranchers keeping their animals home 
on the range where they forage on pasture, their native diet. These new-age ranchers do not treat their livestock with hormones 
or feed them growth-promoting additives. As a result, the animals grow at a natural pace. For these reasons and more, grass-fed 
animals live low-stress lives and are so healthy there is no reason to treat them with antibiotics or other drugs. Perfect for slow 
roasting or medium to rare cooking. You will find this B.C Raised beef has an incredible flavour. Supporting B.C. Farmers, Now 
that tastes better already!
 
Brown 1 lb. sliced stew beef or round steak with 2 tablespoons butter.  Add 2 tablespoons corn flour, 1 diced onion, 1 can 
chopped chillies, 4 cloves garlic- minced, 1 small can of chopped tomatoes, 1 small can tomato paste, and ½ cup medium salsa.  
Cook for 40 minutes over a low heat to bring out the flavors of all the ingredients.  Serve over rice with taco chips. 

❒  Stew Beef or 
Round Steak

❒  Butter
❒  Corn Flour

❒  1 Onion
❒  Chilli Peppers

❒  Garlic
❒  Small can of 

Chopped Tomatoes

❒  Small can of 
Tomato Paste

❒  Can Chopped 
Chillies

❒  Medium Salsa

❒  Taco Chips
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NEWSBEAT 

Grand prize draw will be made  Friday, March 26th at 4:00pm during the 

DRIFTWOOD’S GOLDEN 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
THERE ARE 6 GOLDEN TICKETS AND A TOTAL OF 2000 CHOCOLATE BARS

the
Purchase a chocolate 

GOLD BAR and you’ll have a 
chance to win 

AN OUNCE
OF REAL GOLD!
5 bonus prizes of gift certifi cates.

Downtown
250-537-5534

Uptown
250-538-0323 250-537-4144250-537-9933 250-537-4434

The chocolate bar you purchase may contain a “golden ticket” that will 
give you a one in six chance of winning the ounce of gold! There are 
six  “golden tickets” and a total of 2,000 chocolate bars. Great odds!

HARLANSSALTSPRING ISLAND BC

gg yy g gggg
ix  “ggolden  ttiicckkeeettttssss”” aaannndddddddd  aaaaaaa  ttttttoooooooottttttttttaaaaaaalllllll  ooooooooffffffffff 2222222222,,,,,,0000000000000000000000  ccchhhhhhooooccooollllaaaattttee bbbbarrs. Grreeat oddssssssssssssssssiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiixx  

ARLAN

CONGRATULATIONS
to Irene Lundy

Irene found a “gold ticket” in her 
gold bar 3 - more to go!

NOTICE TO THE RATEPAYERS OF 
THE NORTH SALT SPRING
WATERWORKS DISTRICT

THE ELECTION OF TWO TRUSTEES
Notice is hereby given that at the Annual 
General Meeting, to be held on April 20th, 
2010 at the Community Gospel Chapel, 147 
Vesuvius Bay Road, two trustees are  to 
be elected, to serve for a period of three 
years each.  Nominations of candidates for 
these positions must be made in writing, 
duly signed, seconded, with signature of 
agreement by the nominee, and delivered to 
the District Offi ce, 761 Upper Ganges Road, 
at or before 12:00 noon, April 1st, 2010.

NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
FROM THE FLOOR

To be eligible a nominee must be a Canadian 
Citizen, 18 years of age or older, an owner, 
or spouse of an owner of land in the 
Improvement District, and entitled to be 
registered as a voter under the Elections 
Act.

Nomination forms are available at the 
District Offi ce.

Trevor Hutton
General Manager

LIVE-ABOARDS

Float home owner initiates cleanup
Fulford event about 

more than a tidy 

shoreline

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F 

Kyle Parks hopes Saturday 
morning’s beach cleanup will 
clear up some misconceptions 
about many of the people who 
live on vessels in Fulford Har-
bour.

“Part of it, for me, is to show 
the community that we aren’t 
all cut from the same cloth,” he 
said. “I enjoy a clean beach and 
if I’m going to live out here I’m 
going to take responsibility.”

Over the winter, Parks said, 
many south-end residents 
expressed frustration with the 
level of garbage that washed 
up along the shoreline. Much 
of that trash was blamed on 
people who live on vessels 
moored in the harbour.

The majority of people who 
live on boats and barges, he 
said, take great efforts to make 
sure debris from their vessels 
isn’t tossed overboard.

Most of the junk that accu-
mulates on the beach, he 
added, is from a small group 
of people who don’t seem to 
get the message.

The seven participants in 
Saturday morning’s cleanup 
hauled out two large garbage 
bins of trash from the shore.

Parks said the group collect-
ed old blankets, large pieces of 
foam, parts of an abandoned 
vessel, an old SCUBA regula-
tor and a DVD player.

“It went really well,” Parks 
said. “It was an interesting 
adventure.”

Parks, his wife and the 
couple’s two children live on 
a converted Second World 

War-era landing craft that 
was deployed to the Aleutian 
Islands back in the 1940s. The 
ship was converted for use 
in the salmon fishery before 
Parks eventually took it over 
and transformed it into a 
fl oating home.

Lots of work lay ahead, but 
the 29-year-old arborist said 
living on the water is his fam-
ily’s solution to the high cost 
of housing on Salt Spring.

“It’s an opportunity to get 
out of paying rent and maybe 
build up some equity,” he 
said. 

Parks said he has been invit-

ed to address the South Salt 
Spring Island Property Own-
ers and Residents Association 
as a way to bridge the divide 
between landowners and Ful-
ford’s live-aboard population.

He hopes more people will 
participate in future shoreline 
cleanups.

Parks said part of the moti-
vation behind Saturday’s 
event was news that the Salt 
Spring Local Trust Commit-
tee will begin researching the 
implications of a bylaw tar-
geting live-aboard vessels and 
their occupants in areas such 
as Fulford Harbour and Bur-

goyne Bay.
Though he agreed some reg-

ulation would be beneficial, 
Parks called an outright ban 
on live-aboards shortsighted.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Part of a boat was among the items cleaned up along the shore in Fulford last weekend.

“ . . . if I’m going to live 

out here I’m going to 

take responsibility.”

KYLE PARKS
Live-aboard resident

Orthodontics on Salt Spring Island
at Any Age

Dr. Robert McGinn
DENTIST  •  250-537-1616

#2201 Grace Point Square  •  Open Monday-Thursday 8:30-4:30
New Patients Always Welcome

Dr. McGinn has been providing 
orthodontic treatments to clients

 of all ages for over 25 years.
He uses a variety of custom

removable appliances to move
teeth and jaws into proper

alignment, avoiding wherever
possible the extraction of teeth.  

Conventional bands and
brackets (braces) are used

when required.  Sometimes a
series of thin clear plastic trays

 (appliances) are also used.
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SIDNEY BY THE SEA 
2531 Beacon Ave 
Sidney

1521 McKENZIE 
at Cedar Hill Road

Victoria
PORT ALBERNI PLAZA 
3737 10th Avenue
Port Alberni

  GORGE CENTRE 
272 Gorge Road West

Victoria

QUADRA STREET VILLAGE
 2635 Quadra Street, Victoria 

SHELBOURNE PLAZA 
3651 Shelbourne Street, Victoria 

BROOKS LANDING, NANAIMO
#130-2000 Island Hwy N.

WESTSHORE TOWN CENTRE
2945 Jacklin Road, Langford

OPEN  8 AM - 10 PM  •  Except Sidney Location 8 AM - 9 PM
We reserve the right to limit quantities. Photographs used in this ad are for presentation purposes only. Some advertised items may not be available at some locations.

          3.73 Kg

          5.03 Kg   Big 2 Lb Clamshell

          6.30 Lb

       Each

FROZEN IMPORTED WHOLE

DRESSED
TILAPIA FISH

FRESHLY COOKED

WHOLE
CRAB

IMPORTED

MINI SEEDLESS
WATERMELON

FAMILY PACK

RIB END OR SIRLOIN
PORK CHOPS

198

169

228 388

139

348

1799 500
650-750 Gram Tub46-60’s Mega Pack

ASSORTED VARIETIES
ASTRO
YOGURT

700-900 Gram Package

CANADA GRADE AA BEEF

BONELESS SIRLOIN TIP
OVEN ROAST

2.16 Kg

1.06 Kg

no club cards  |  no gimmicks  |  no points 
JUST GREAT VALUE and INSTANT SAVINGS EVERY TIME YOU SHOP

Lb

Lb

Lb

46-60’s ASSORTED
PAMPERS
DIAPERS

CALIFORNIA GROWN NO. 1

CELLO PAK
CAULIFLOWER

300
freshfresh

4.37 Kg

Lb

freshfresh

fresh fresh

       Each

170 Gram Tin 170 Gram Tin

ASSORTED VARIETIES
UNICO 
PASTA

MONEY 

saver
MONEY 

saver

MONEY 

saver
MONEY 

saver

99¢ 89¢

799 299

CALIFORNIA GROWN

LARGE SWEET
SEEDLESS NAVEL
ORANGES

IMPORTED

FRESH RED PAPAYA

fresh

500

117 Gram Pkg

298
6.57 Kg

CALIFORNIA GROWN NO. 1

FRESH SWEET
STRAWBERRIES

98¢

48¢

freshfresh

Lb

Lb

RIPPLE CREEK FARM
HICKORY 
SMOKED SLICED 
SPIRAL HAM

Per
100 g

570 Gram Loaf

12 x 225 Gram Box Your Choice Box

100% WHOLE WHEAT WHITE

FAIRWAY
BREAD

NONG SHIM

RAMYUN BOWL
NOODLES

3
FOR

2
FOR

2
FOR500  499

680-907 Gram Tub1.36 Litre Bottle + Dep

ASSORTED NON-HYDROGENATED
BECEL 
MARGARINE

228-350 Gram Box

ASSORTED VARIETIES
SUN-RYPE 
100% PURE JUICE

DARE ASSORTED

SIMPLE PLEASURE 
COOKIES BARS

400

www.fairwaymarkets.com

2
FOR

KELLOGG’S CEREAL
CORN POPS 345 G
FROOT LOOPS 380 G
FROSTED FLAKES 485 G

2
FOR

ORIGINAL MAC & CHEESE

KRAFT 
DINNER

WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON

24 25 26 27 28 29
Prices effective March 2010

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

TERRIFIC TEDDIES: Sandy McNeil mans a table full of teddy bears at the 

Fulford Flea Market held last Saturday at Fulford Hall.

SCHOOL FUNDING

Province restores PAC 
funding cut last year
Parents relish return to 

normalcy 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

When the province announced its 
intention to halve the level of per-
pupil funding to parent advisory 
councils in last year’s budget, youth 
advocates decried the move as an 
attack on children’s access to extra-
curricular activities.

The $10 decrease in per-student 
funding left representatives like Salt 
Spring Elementary PAC chair Darcy 
Graham scrambling throughout the 
year to make ends meet.

Parents’ options included applying 
for gaming grant funding and host-
ing community fundraising events.

“We’ve had a really hard time,” she 
said. “The [per-pupil funding] helps 
a lot.”

Given last year’s cuts, Graham said, 
the government’s decision is more 
of a restoration of funding than an 
actual funding increase.

The per-pupil funding means PAC 
members can use more time to focus on 
students’ interests rather than devising 
ways to raise funds for extra curricular 
activities. Much of the funding received 
by PAC groups goes towards paying for 
school excursions and school events 
deemed to fall outside the school dis-
trict’s funding purview.

Successful gaming grant applica-
tions by representatives from the 
island’s six public schools accounted 
for approximately $14,000 in PAC 
funding for 2009.

ISLAND ARTS CENTRE SOCIETY 

ArtSpring gets technical boost 
for audio and lighting system
Federal and local funds 

take centre stage

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A federal government grant and 
a contribution from the Salt Spring 
Island Foundation mean ArtSpring 
is poised to receive long-anticipat-
ed technological upgrades totaling 
almost $17,000.

“The thing is that technical stuff 
of this nature is quite expensive and 
we don’t have the resources to han-
dle them on our own,” said George 
Sipos, ArtSpring’s executive director. 
“Grants like these bring the costs 
within reach.”

T h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t 
announced a $8,700 grant through 
the Department of Canadian Heri-
tage’s Canada Cultural Spaces Fund. 
The Salt Spring Island Foundation 
will provide an additional $2,800.

The rest of the funds will come 
from the theatre’s capital expense 
budget.

Funding will go towards expansion 
and improvement of the theatre’s 
audio assist system, lighting instru-
ments and microphone equipment.

“These have been needed for some 
time,” Sipos said.

Audio-assist equipment is made 
available for hearing-impaired the-
atre goers.

According to a press release, the 

federal contribution is an attempt to 
improve conditions for artistic cre-
ativity and arts presentation or exhi-
bition. It is also designed to increase 
access for Canadians to perform-
ing, visual, and media arts and to 
museum collections and heritage 
displays.

“We are very grateful to the Gov-
ernment of Canada for its assistance 
in upgrading our fine, small the-
atre,” Sipos stated in the release. “It 
is a huge benefi t to have up-to-date 
technical facilities so that we can 
continue to bring the best music, 
theatre, and dance our country has 
to offer to our local community.”

Sipos expressed further thanks to 
the Salt Spring Foundation which, 
he said, can always be counted on to 
provide valuable support for impor-
tant local initiatives.

“The foundation has limited 
resources, but they do a wonderful 
job,” he said.

Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Gary 
Lunn was among federal govern-
ment representatives who made the 
offi cial announcement on Wednes-
day. 

“I am very pleased to announce 
funding for upgrades to Salt Spring 
Island’s ArtSpring Theatre,” he said 
in a press release. “These upgrades 
will ensure that ArtSpring is able to 
provide a high-quality artistic expe-
rience for local residents and visitors 
alike.”



A14 |  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2010  |  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Chevrolet Silverado 
& GMC Sierra

Over 100 to Choose from
• best in class full economy 

• most dependable 
• best in class resale value
•consumer digest best buy

save up to $9,000 
in incentives & loyalty

.....Receive $1,000 of 
accessories if you purchase your 

new truck at Peter Baljet GM!

MORGAN
HARRISON

CRAIG 
HINDLE

STEVE 
AYDON

DAN 
EASTON

JOE
GRAHAM

JERRY
DEOL

ROB
EASTMAN

KIM
MacLEAN

ANGELA
KETCH

GREG
POWERS

DAVE
PEARS

ROSS
MCCAULEY

ERIKA
WEBB

RED
BELLIS

6300 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan    Sales & Service  250-746-7131    Parts 250-746-4466    Body Shop 250-748-4370   www.peterbaljet.com DL# 8347

TRUCK

 

THE FEEL OF SALTSPRING YET 
CLOSE TO VICTORIA 

JOHN WEST 
integrity | st rategy | vision  

SITUATED ON 5 SUNNY ACRES,  
AMID GARRY OAKS HIGH ABOVE PROSPECT LAKE.  
This Japanese inspired, one level home, with a separate Artist’s Studio and a  
lovely Guest Cottage will delight you! In the main house of 2200 sq ft, you will find  
a superb open plan with 3 bdrms and 3 bthrms. The home is in perfect condition  
with beautiful, low maintenance grounds that include; woodland, pasture, rock,  
a seasonal stream & immediate access to hiking and biking trails. Parks & lakes  
are within easy walking distance. If you are thinking of coming to the “Big Island”  
you do not need to give up the charm and feel of the Gulf Islands.  
Offered at $1,290,000      MLS #271226      Call for a private viewing.  

250.385.2033   JOHNWEST.CA 

Announcing...
Dominique Moseley, B.Sc. DH

is opening her independent 
dental-hygiene practice.
Appointments Fridays & Saturdays

Tel. 250-537-1616   Suite 2201 Grace Pt. Square

Sports&
Recreation

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS 
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES

FULFORD - SWARTZ BAY 
CURRENT SCHEDULE

September 27, 2009 - June 29, 2010

Current Schedule

LEAVE 
FULFORD HARBOUR

LEAVE 
SWARTZ BAY

BASKETBALL

Grade 8 boys 12th at provincials
Strong fi nish when 

facing B.C.’s big 

schools 
 
The Grade 8 boys basketball 

team from Salt Spring Middle 
School, the only school repre-
senting Vancouver Island and 
the Gulf Islands, fi nished 12th 
at the BC Grade 8 Provincial 
Championships held at Pitt 
Meadows March 4 to 6.

“To my knowledge, this is 
the best our boys Grade 8 team 
has ever done at provincials – 
we competed very well against 
the ‘big schools’ — coming in 
12th out of 16 teams who rep-

resent the best in B.C. is some-
thing to be proud of,”  noted 
coach Diane Weatherby.

For their opener, Salt Spring 
drew Fraser Valley’s second-
ranked squad, the Delta Pac-
ers, who proved to be a tough 
squad to reckon with, and lost 
61-33.

The number two game 
proved to be a different story, 
said Weatherby, as Salt Spring 
“shook off the nerves, deter-
mined to play their style of 
game,” and matched up against 
Seaton, getting a 51-44 win. 

Eric Weatherby sunk 14 
points to earn the game MVP 
title. Lukas Wenzel added 10 
points and Tai Levitt, nine. 

Game number three was a 
loss against the tough squad 
of Handsworth. Weatherby 
pulled in 13 points and Justin 
Kopetzki had nine.

The fi nal game of the tour-
nament saw Salt Spring play 
the Dr. Knox Falcons. The half-
time score had Salt Spring up 
by two, and the lead shifted 
between the teams several 
times before the Falcons won 
the game 63-54. 

High scorers were Weath-
erby with 16, Levitt with 12, 
and Billy George with 11.

Team members are Billy 
George, Arthur Georgeson, 
Alex Graham, Brad Hoff-
man, Luke Hylands, Harrison 

Johnson, Forest Junker-Allen, 
Justin Kopetzki, Tai Levitt, 
Sky Losier, Sam Montalbetti, 
Gunnar Rasmussen, Tanner 
Smith, Eric Weatherby and 
Lukas Wenzel.

Diane Weatherby and SIMS 
teacher Jude Shugar are the 
coaches.

“The Salt Spring boys were 
left with an appreciation of 
how competitive things are at 
the provincial level, and with 
some good memories,” said 
Weatherby. 

They thanked the commu-
nity and their sponsors for the 
support needed to make the 
trip to the provincials pos-
sible.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

Div.-2 team proves unstoppable 
in three latest soccer matches
SS United charges 

towards end of season
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring United’s Divi-
sion-2 team has driven home a 
solid record of wins in its three 
most recent games, gaining 
points for strong standings in 
league and cup play.

United played Peninsula’s 
Div.-3 team on March 14 in 
an important cup game. Salt 
Spring players Liz Wilson and 
Rhea Davidson each scored a 
goal, while Joelle Morrison had a 
superb game, putting away three 
goals for a hat trick. 

The fi nal score of 5-2 for Unit-
ed clinched the team’s spot in the 
Shergold Cup quarter fi nals. Salt 
Spring will play against Prospect 
Lake Over-30s on Sunday, March 
28 to see who advances to the 
semi-fi nals.

On Saturday, March 20, Unit-
ed beat Cowichan Div. 2 with a 
score of  2-1. Early in the first 
half,  Sue-Anne Donaldson 

received a beautiful through-
ball from Morrison, and carried 
it into the 18-yard box before 
putting it in the back of the net 
to give the team its fi rst goal.

Morrison placed a great cor-
ner kick onto Lorna Walde’s foot 
late in the fi rst half and Walde 
made no mistake in giving the 
team a 2-0 lead going into the 
second half.

“They managed to get one in 
the second half, but our defence 
shut the door and kept Cowichan 
from penetrating through,” said 
Donaldson.

Donaldson noted it  was 
another great game for keeper 
Erin Hornell. Val Cunningham 
had a solid game in midfi eld and 
Aleesha Bird was a critical part 
of the defence.

On Sunday, March 21, United 
played its fi nal league game of 
the season against the Cast-
aways on the GISS fi eld. 

“This was a hard-fought game 
with both teams wanting second 
place in the league,” Donladson 
said. “It was a fast-paced man-

to-man game with tight marking 
and aggressive challenges.”

After starting the second half 
with a 0-0 tie, Salt Spring capital-
ized with a free kick just outside 
the 18-yard box. LeeAnn Nor-
gard scored the game’s only goal 
with a well-struck ball into the 
top corner of the Castaways net.

“We still had 20 minutes left 
in the second half, and the Cast-
aways wanted it, but we mini-
mized their chances on our net,” 
said Donaldson.

Donaldson said Hornell had a 
well-deserved shutout and made 
some brilliant saves to keep Salt 
Spring in the game. 

Mardon Dary had a solid 
game on defence, shutting out 
Castaways’ forward and creating 
opportunity for United’s mid-
fi eld.

Lindsey Graham had a “super” 
game in midfi eld, being fi rst to 
the ball and creating chances 
for Salt Spring’s strikers. United 
is proud to fi nish its fi rst season 
of league play in Division 2 in a 
three-way tie for second place.
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SPORTS & RECREATION Income Tax
CANADIAN & AMERICAN

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT

Fulford Village Offi ce

PH: 250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
by appointment

Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.

1429A Fulford-Ganges Rd. PH: 250-653-4871    

Fulford-Ganges Road

Marine 
Repair Gravel &

Soil Mart

G
ar

ne
r R

d.

D
uk

es
 R

d. Sl
eg

g 
Lu

m
be

r

WE ARE 
HERE!

FULFORDFULFORD

GANGESGANGES

CAMELIAS BAGGED SOILS 10% OFF
3-4 ft in fl ower & bud 20 litre ALL GARDENINGBuy 3 get 1 free 4/$10 SUPPLIES

PIERIS PEAT MOSS BAGGED
JAPONICA BALES  MANURES
3 Gal. Pot $25 each $10.99 each 9-10 litre 3/$9
LARGE HYDROPONIC MEDIUM
RHODOS SUPPLIES RHODOS
3 Gal. Pot $28 each In Stock  2 Gal Pot 

$18 each
  

THIS COUPON GOOD FOR:
20% off Fire Briquets 10% off all products at the gravel,
& Stove Pellets soil & bark mulch lot next to Starbarks

SALTSPRING ISLAND

LANDSCAPING
SUPPLY LTD.

and

PRICES EFFECTIVE MARCH 23 -30

  STAR         
 BARKS
Farm, Friends and Critter Supplies

 

S li

 

Mon.-Sat. 9 am - 5 pm
Sun. 10 am - 2 pm

ADVERTIS ING FEATURE

A
lmost everyone likes 
to get away. Some 
of us save for trips to 
exotic destinations, 

while others like to explore North 
America. No matter where you go, 
travel insurance is the one item you 
can’t forget to pack.

The cost of travel insurance is 
minimal compared to the expenses 
you would have to cover if 
something unthinkable happened 
while traveling. Most provinces 
pay around $50 per day for out-of-
country emergency health facility 
services, and around $200 per day 
for emergency hospital services. 

If you don’t travel frequently, you 
can buy a single policy before you 
leave. Travel insurance will give 
you peace-of-mind and let you 
focus on the fun of being a tourist!

On the other hand, if you’re often 
on the road, consider an annual 
plan. Most annual policies provide 
coverage for worldwide travel. 
Some plans have a multi-trip 
option (e.g. 8, 15, 60 days) for an 
unlimited number of trips in a 
365-day period. A yearly purchase 
may be more cost-effective and 
efficient. An insurance advisor can 
provide more information and talk 
you through any exceptions that 
may apply.

Additionally, credit cards and 
employee benefit plans often 
include an insurance plan. Spend 
time reviewing the insurance 
coverage you already have, look at 
the deductible, and ask questions of 
the insurance supplier.

Have questions of your own? 
Come speak to an insurance 
advisor at an Island Savings branch 
or email me at cnicol@iscu.com.

COLIN NICOL 
General Manager, Wealth Management

Island Savings Credit Union

Guarantee Fun Travels 
with Insurance

Post your comments on-line
@ gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

MEN’S SOCCER

Gremio ends season at full strength

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON

Ryan Smith gets above 

SPL player as Gremio 

dominates in the fi nal 

game of the season.

Players switch 

sides in fi nale

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

G a n g e s  G r e m i o 
wrapped up its 2009-10 
season with a couple of 
victories during a week-
end double-header. 

“ E v e r y b o d y  w a s 
uncharacteristically 
focused and our first 
half was one of the best 
I’ve seen us play,” said 
Ryan Smith, a player 
a n d  t e a m  s p o k e s -
person, of Saturday’s 
match against second-
place Peninsula. “Our 
passing and commu-
nication was near per-
fect.”

Gremio built up a 
three-point first-half 
lead on goals by Smith 
and Tyler Dakin (2).

Smith apologized to 
his teammates, espe-
cially keeper Dan Ben-
nett, for coughing up the 
ball at a crucial moment 
in the second. Peninsula 
jumped on the oppor-
tunity to dash Bennett’s 
shutout hopes.

Things got off to a 
great start in Gremio’s 
Sunday game when 
last-place SPL arrived 
on the island with only 
eight players.

“Finally  we were 
playing a game that we 
weren’t outnumbered 
in,” Smith said. “With 
that kind of difference 
in manpower it’s tough 
to make a game of it, so 
we went at them easy.”

G r e m i o ’s  C o l i n 
McDougall notched 
two fi rst-half goals and 
Jordan Haenan scored 
a single goal. 

A n  S P L  i n j u r y 
reduced the team to 
a mere seven players 
by halftime, forcing 
some Gremio players 

to switch sides and don 
SPL colours in a tre-
mendous act of sports-
manship.

The game was offi-
cially called at the half 
with Gremio up 3-0.

Despite  the  new 
recruits, SPL’s woes con-
tinued through the sec-
ond as Jeremy Moult-
on, Jordan Haenen, 
and Colin McDougall 
(2) helped Gremio run 
up an insurmountable 
seven-goal advantage.

The win guarantees 
Gremio a third-place 

finish and a well-de-
served break ahead of 
May’s annual Challenge 
Cup tournament.  

Smith encouraged 
prospect ive  soccer 
players  to  step up 
and consider partici-
pating in the 2010-11 
season.

“Gremio’s future is up 
in the air at this point,” 
he said. “Unless we and 
[Salt Spring] FC can 
fi nd a new crop of play-
ers for next year, there 
might have to be some 
changes made.”

YOUTH SOCCER 

Youngest players ready for euro cup event

Unlucky break dooms cup hopefuls 

Everything in last weekend’s semi-fi nal match 
seemed to favour Alumni FC until an unfortunate 
bounce put an end to the team’s hopes of qualify-
ing for the Tony Grover Masters Cup fi nal.

“We dominated the game, had dozens of shots, 
but just couldn’t seem to score,” said player Lyle 
Brown.

So great was Alumni FC’s dominance that Cor-
dova Bay Orange players failed to register a single 
shot on net.

“They managed to win without getting a shot,” 
Brown added. “Try to fi gure that one out.”

The loss means Alumni FC will miss this week-
end’s cup fi nal and not qualify for the provin-
cials.

In other soccer news, the Salt Spring Old Boys 
look to cap their season with a win in the team’s 
final game on Sunday at Portlock Park at 10:30 
a.m. against Vantreights.

The Old Boys came up short against Masters-C 
division-leading Prospect Lake on March 21, los-
ing by a 4-0 score.

“They were out-muscled and out-run but not 
out-classed,” said player Richard Steel. “The visi-
tors . . . put pressure on the Salt Spring goal, but 
were wayward in their shooting, forcing [Old Boys 
keeper] Dennis Shaw to get more exercise than he 
has had all season.”

Tournament runs this 

weekend

BY MALCOLM LEGG
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Salt Spring’s first Euro Chal-
lenge Cup will see U8 to U11 
teams compete over the coming 
March 27-28 weekend, with all 
games played at Portlock Park.

Registration was not as high 
as hoped for the fi rst season and 
so there will only be two divi-
sions this fi rst year. 

The U9 boys division will have 
12 teams, which includes two 
girls teams, and will play three 
games on Saturday and two on 
Sunday.  

The tourney winner will be 
decided by the Saturday divi-
sional winners from the three 
groups of teams playing round-
robin on Sunday to determine 
the champion.

The other group will be a com-
bined boys U10 /U11 group of 
fi ve teams that will play round-
robin over the two days to deter-

mine the group winner based on 
most points.

Games will run Saturday 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
Sunday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., there will be a concession 
open at Portlock, trophies for 
divisional winners, champions’ 
medals for winners and medals 
for all participants, and mostly 
lots of good soccer action and 
children having fun. 

Everyone is invited to come 
out and see these youngsters do 
their thing.

Alumni FC falls 
short of fi nals

MEN’S SOCCER
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In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 310-3535 or 250-537-9933
or fax 250-537-2613

By email to classified@gulfislands.net

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

DEADLINES WHAT IT COSTS YOUR AD ON-LINE BOOK YOUR AD  
ON-LINEGULF ISLANDS

Published WEDNESDAYS
Display deadline: Monday 4 pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 10 am

Published FRIDAYS 
Display deadline: 

Wednesday 10 am
Word ad deadline: 

Wednesday 
4 pm

    GULF ISLANDS

W E E K E N D E R

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS  
$12.95 - additional lines 92¢ ea 

All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT ADS  

3 line rate $14.96 - additional  
lines 1.25¢ ea 

All ads are posted to  
BCJobNetwork.com and  

BCClassified.com
Payment 

By cash, debit, 
Mastercard or Visa. 

Classifieds are prepaid 
unless you have 

an advertising account.

DISPLAY ADS  
$11.20 per col. inch

All ads booked in the Driftwood  
Classifieds appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Employment ads also listed on line at 
www.bcjobnetwork.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

Over 20,000 on-line ads updated daily

Book your classifieds online  
- open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

or
bcclassified.com

ily
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DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING PREPAID--SER-
EMA STEVEN
2 x 396.00
4276082
DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING PREPAID--AR-
THUR PILON
2 x 324.00
4276093
DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING PREPAID--
MARK DODDS - OBIT
2 x 396.00
4276561
DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING PREPAID--HAY-
WARD’S FUNERAL
2 x 252.00
4276049
DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING PREPAID--MEL-
ANIE WILLIAMSON
2 x 216.00
4276315
CELEBRATIONS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS

CELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS

DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATIONS

Congrats Amy Kozak

Gary Myers
1x3

002A Celebration

DEATHS DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

BRIAN BLESKIE

MEMORIAM

DEATHS

CELEBRATION  OF LIFE     
Pastor   Rick   Hill  

March 28, 2010 @ 2pm  
Community Gospel Church 

147 Vesuvius Bay Rd.

~Correction~
Our sincere apologies from 
the Driftwood to the family 

and friends of 
WENDY LEIGH CROMIE 

Her year of birth 
should have read 1941.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

ANNUAL GENERAL      
MEETING

SSI LIBRARY

BEDDIS WATER 
SERVICE DISTRICT  

 
Important Information 

Meeting

Salt Spring Sailing 
Club

152 Douglas Road

Tuesday, March 30, 
7pm

CALL FOR ENTRIES
8TH ANNUAL 

Kitty Coleman Woodland
Art & Bloom Festival.

 Fine Art and Quality Crafts 
Juried Show. 

Presented in a spectacular 
outdoor setting 

May 15, 16,  & 17
Applications for Artisans 

are available at 
woodlandgardens.ca or 
phone 250-338-6901

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

CLASS SERIES                      
INTRODUCING

MINDFULNESS                
(Vipassana)             

MEDITATION
with Heather Martin

7 Thursday evenings,     
starting April 1.

Registration ** CORRECTION **
Heathermartin.49@gmail.com

250-653-9729

Copper Kettle
Book Launch

1x3

PAINTING CLASSES 
Watercolour or Acrylics 

April 15 - June 24
Small classes

Beg. and Intermed. 
1st hr. free to new students

Call Val Konig 
250-537-4660.

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

DOROTHY PRICE
YOGA SCHEDULE

COMING EVENTS
021

GRIEF RECOVERY Support 
Group is meeting Tuesday, 
March 30, 7pm-9pm. Inquiries 
call 250-537-2654, Noreen.

IRON GATE SPECIAL

AL’S ASIAN TREASURES

250-732-3696

OPEN HOUSE. Sunday, 
March 28, 9am-2pm at 
#23-107 Atkins Rd. in Sum-
merside. 2 bdrm, 3 bath, luxu-
ry townhome. $358,000 Ph. 
250-537-0102.

SATURDAY, APRIL 3.        
Mitlenatch Island, Jewel of 
Georgia Strait with Alison 
Watt. And, The Mitlenatch   
Nature Legacy- The biological 
legacy  of Mitlenatch Island 
with Rob Butler. Mitlenatch   
Island is an important nesting 
colony for thousands of bird 
species. Fundraiser for the 
volunteer Ecological Reserve 
Wardens. Co-sponsored by 
the SSI Conservancy. Lion’s 
Hall. Silent auction open: 6pm. 
Slide pres. 7 pm.

THURSDAY APRIL 8. Robert 
Bateman- Thinking Like an 
Artist and a Naturalist. Art-
Spring. Annual fundraising 
event for the SSI Conservan-
cy. Doors open for silent    
auction at 6:30. 3 limited     
edition  Bateman prints for the 
live auction. Multi-media   
presentation at 7:30.

GORDON HARVEY MCCREA
APRIL 29, 1927 - MARCH 17, 2010

Born in Verdun, Quebec. Worked for many 
years for Reardon Paint in Montreal, prior 
to moving to Calgary where he worked 
for Neilson Furniture & then Neilson 
Marine. He moved to Salt Spring Island 
in 1980 where he worked for Gulf Islands 
School Board until retirement.

He is survived by his wife Cora, daughter 
Elaine (Jules) and granddaughter Kaela, 
son Don, as well as two sisters Carol & 
Betty & numerous nieces and nephews.

At Gordon's request there will be no 
service. Donations to the S.P.C.A. or 
Greenwoods would be appreciated.

My thanks to all the staff at both Lady 
Minto & Greenwoods for their excellent 
care of Gordon over the past two years.

Congratulations 

We are so proud 
of you!

Love Gary and Ava 
xoxo

C gggg
Amy Kozak

Certifi ed Feng 
Shui Practitioner

Brian Brian 
BleskieBleskie

M
a

rc
h 

29
, 2

00
7

You are 
remembered 
with love 
each day. 
We miss you.We miss you.Love Mom, Dad Love Mom, Dad & Lisa& Lisa

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION
NOTICE

The annual general 
meeting of the 

members of the 
Association will be held 
at 3:30 p.m. on Monday 
March 29, 2010 at the 
Lower Hall of the Salt 
Spring Island United 
Church, 111 Hereford 

Avenue, Ganges.

  so
me encouraging

    
     words

BOOK 
LAUNCH

Monday, March 29
7:00 pm

at Bruce’s Kitchen

* SSI Raging Grannies
in attendance
* Refreshments
* Proceeds go to SSI        
Copper Kettle 
Community Partnerships

Join us!

250-653-4655
e: dorothyoga@hotmail.com

WWW.DOROTHYOGA.COM

DOROTHY
PRICE
CERTIFIED 
YOGA TEACHER

Rodney Frederick Charles Filtness, 
passed away Tuesday, March 16, 
2010 at home, surrounded by 
family. Rodney was born May 1, 
1949 in Cuckfi eld, England living most 
of his adult life on Salt Spring Island, 
where he and Bo raised a family, ran 
successful restaurants, and enjoyed 
life. He leaves behind his father, Alan 
Filtness; sister, Sandra Filtness; ex-
wife and companion, Bo Steven; 
daughters, Serena Steven and Julia 
Filtness; Laura Klein, and many friends. 
Rodney is predeceased by his mother, 
Freda Filtness and stepson, Jason 
Steven. Rodney was a well-loved man 
who enjoyed food, travel, spirituality, 
laughter, and the company of friends 
and family. The family wishes to thank 
Dr. Leavitt and the wonderful and 
caring homecare nurses and support 
workers. We are truly grateful for 
the abundance of love and support 
from friends and community. Friends 
are invited to join 
in a celebration 
of Rodney's 
life Saturday, 
March 27, 
2010 at 2 
pm.  Ceremony 
to commence at 3 
pm followed by a 
potluck dinner and 
dance.

GYVES, Valerie
February 15, 1918 – March 20, 2010

“Cherished by many, Loved by All”

Valerie Gyves passed away peacefully at Lady Minto Hos-
pital, Salt Spring Island, B.C., at the age of 92 years, with 
family and friends at her side.

Val took her training at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Victoria, 
B.C. as an R.N.- after graduation at St. Ann’s Academy, 
Victoria, B.C. Val nursed in Victoria, Montreal, and mainly 
in Portland, Oregon, USA and took an early retirement 
as Head Nurse of the Pediatric  Department in Oregon.  
Upon her return to Salt Spring, to care for her mother Car-
rie Gyves; she became an active member of C.W.L.W.I., 
O.A.P., and the Fulford Hall Committee.  She was also a 
long-term member of the Toastmistress Club.

She will be lovingly remembered by her two sisters, C. 
Dorothy Dodds, Salt Spring Island and Phyllis Russell, Col-
wood, numerous nieces and nephews. She is also survived 
by an extended group of family and friends. Predeceased by 
sisters Shirley Reese and Deena Sanderson.

The Family would like to thank the wonderful caregivers 
that supported Val and cared for her.  Special thanks to Dr. 
David Woodley and the Nursing staff at Lady Minto Hos-
pital and the Palliative Care Unit.

A celebration of Life will be held at Our Lady of Grace 
R.C. Church, 135 Drake Rd., Ganges, B.C. on Saturday, 
March 27, 2010 at 10:30am.  Reception following at Fulford 
Community Hall. Burial will take place at a later date.

Flowers gratefully declined.  For those who so wish, do-
nations may be made in Val’s name to the Lady Minto Hos-
pital, with the family’s appreciation.

Val will always be remembered for her kind ways, her 
keen sense of humour, and her pure and gentle spirit that 
touched all who knew her.

New shipment 
in for spring!

Metal gates, outdoor benches, 
hand carved garden stone, 
wood sculptures, slate pots 

and many more unusual fi nds.

Discover Indonesia at
Al’s Asian Treasures

and Imports
10 am - 4:30 pm

Tuesday - Sunday
250.732.3696

#7 9360 Smiley Rd., Chemainus 
(just off Henry Rd. & Trans Can. Hwy.)

WHEELS
PAGES B7-11

Look for
this week’s

HOROSCOPE
in 

Friday’s
edition of

The Weekender
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UNITED CHURCH, SALT SPRING--EASTER 
SERVICE
2 x 360.00
4276337
COMING EVENTS

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, SSI--AIR 
BRAKES
2 x 288.00
4275500
COMING EVENTS

PRESCHOOL SOC, SALT SPRING--OPEN 
HOUSE
2 x 252.00
4257406
COMING EVENTS

ISLAND COMFORT QUILTS--QUILTING BEE
2 x 252.00
4266306
COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY THEATRE, SALT SPRING--
WHO’S UNDER WHERE
2 x 252.00
4276370
COMING EVENTS

MINOR BASEBALL, SALT SPRING--REGIS-
TRATION
2 x 180.00
4268755
COMING EVENTS

VINEYARDS, SALT SPRING--OPEN SATUR-
DAYS
2 x 144.00
4206448
COMING EVENTS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING HOUSE ADS--
RUN IT TILL IT SELLS #2
2 x 216.00
4237384
INFORMATION

PARKS, ARTS & RECREATION, SSI--LEI-
SURE BROCHURE
2 x 216.00
4266268
INFORMATION

ACTIVE P.A.S.S.--ROCKY HORROR
2 x 108.00
4273118
INFORMATION

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP
Rev. Karen Fraser Gitlitz will 
explore the development of re-
ligious pluralism within          
Unitarianism and Universalism 
“The Perils and Possibilities of 
Pluralism” Sunday March 28, 
11am at S.S. Seniors’ Centre. 

www.saltspringunitarian.com

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

STILL MOVEMENT- Learn     
to embody peace in diffi cult 
times. April 16-18 at Queens-
wood. 250-477-3822x0 
www.queenswoodvictoria.
ca/retreat/movement

SOUNDER SLEEP Workshop 
with Anna Haltrecht. Mar. 27, 
1-4pm, $40. 250-537-5681.

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

PUBLIC FORUM
“We Have Never Died Like 

This”
With Katherine Murray

March 30, 2010
7- 9 p.m.

Lion’s Club Hall
A discussion of new           

approaches to palliative 
care.

 
Sponsored by Bob Akerman 
Memorial Funds as a gift to 
the community. No fee.     
Donation can be made to 
Bessie Dane Foundation.

For more information call 
Beacon Community Services 
at 537-9895.

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

SALE

SALT SPRING BOOKS

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS Salt Spring Island Transition House 
has vacancies for 2 front line 

support workers: 
1. On call.  

2. Temporary part-time

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:

Crisis line training/background or equivalent. 
Knowledge of family violence dynamics. Feminist 
analysis of violence against women and children. 
Excellent communication skills. Direct frontline 
transition house experience an asset.

For complete job description contact Transition House 
Coordinator 250-537-0719.

Submit resume to: Transition House Coordinator, 

Email: thcoordinator@iwav.org

Fax: 250-537-0736

DEADLINE: 4 p.m. April 2, 2010 

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Island Women Against 

Violence (IWAV)

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

SPORTS TRADER
1 X 3

COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED

INFORMATION

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

SSI Community Theatre
“Who’s under Where?”

Mahon Hall
March 26/27

8pm

1x3.5

HELP WANTED

INFORMATION

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

SPICE UP Your Easter Ham
With Alton Brown’s Ginger 
Snap Glaze! Download Alton’s 
recipe at
www.abrams
books.com/goodeats

THE VISION

GoAllPower.com

PERSONALS

CHEAP TELEPHONE RE-
CONNECT! Paying too much? 
Switch, save money, and keep 
your number! First month only 
$24.95 + connection fee. 
Phone Factory Reconnect 1-
877-336-2274 ; www.phonef-
actory.ca.

DATING SERVICE. Long-
Term/Short-Term Relation-
ships, FREE CALLS. 1-877-
297-9883. Exchange voice 
messages, voice mailboxes. 1-
888-534-6984. Live adult 
casual conversations-1on1, 1-
866-311-9640,  Meet on chat-
lines. Local Single Ladies.1-
877-804-5381. (18+).

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND AT Burgoyne Park, 
dog’s fl eece. Owner may claim 
at the Driftwood.

FOUND GINGER tom cat 
Mansel Rd area. (250)537-
0845.

FOUND: VERY special hoody 
on Kanaka Rd. Could be la-
dies’s jacket. Must identify to 
claim. 250-931-0420.

HP LAPTOP COMPUTER in 
black Eel skin Mat and Nat 
bag, Reward- no questions 
asked. Please return to Sarah 
at the Demo Counter Country 
Grocer. Thank you for your  
help 250-537-4512

LOST SOMEWHERE on SSI. 
Spare tire. Hankook MT on 
Chrome  5  bolt rim.  537-4160

LOST: WHITE American Eski-
mo dog, with green collar, an-
swers to Cody. Last seen at 
Fulford Hbr. Please call Diane 
250-537-0122 or 537-1400.

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

SELL/RENT Your Time 
Shares For Cash! Our Guar-
anteed Services Will Sell/Rent 
Your Unused Timeshare for 
Cash! Over $78 Million Dollars 
Offered in 2009!
www.sellatimeshare.com 1-
866-708-3690.

TRAVEL

YOU NEED A Vacation! Save 
money on your next vacation 
www. t rave lun iversa l ly.com 
Call Toll Free 
1-(877)903-8887.  Also visit:
www.travelhot.com Hottest 
travel deals with every click. 
CST 2098628-40.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BE YOUR Own Boss PT/ FT: 
Anti-Aging Company looking 
for Independent Distributors 
for Vancouver Island.         
Compensation: commission; 
$1,000-3,000/month Part time; 
Fulltime - unlimited! Small start 
up cost $2000. w/ business 
buy back guarantee & product 
money back guarantee. Start 
by visiting www.nsoverview 
.com, then forward your      
contact information to 
delkar_industr ies@telus.net 
for an initial interview.

FUN, PROFIT, SUCCESS. 
Great Canadian Dollar Store, 
a dollar store leader since 
1993 has new franchise op-
portunities coast to coast. Call 
today 1-877-388-0123 ext 229; 
www.dollarstores.com

UNIQUE
 Business Opportunties 

Operate your own electric 
bike rental company. 100% 
turnkey     operation. Rapid 
return on investment. 
No franchise fees!!
See us at:
www.electric-bike-rentals.com

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

LITERACY Society
1 x 1.5

Regular Weekly

250-537-9717

Look for
this week’s

HOROSCOPE
in 

Friday’s
edition of

The Weekender
250-653-9463

w w w.saltspringvineyards.com

OPEN SATURDAYS  12–4 pm

March Special 
10% off  

any 750ml bottle
of wine with

Residents Card

Community TheatreCommunity Theatre
presentspresents

Who’s Under Where?Who’s Under Where?
Written by:

Marcia Kash and Marcia Kash and Doug HughesDoug Hughes
Directed by:Directed by:

Steve CoopmanSteve Coopman
MAHON HALL
Friday, March 26 - 8pmFriday, March 26 - 8pm

Saturday, March 27 - 2pm Matinee & 8pmSaturday, March 27 - 2pm Matinee & 8pm
Sunday, March 28 - 2PM MatineeSunday, March 28 - 2PM Matinee

Tickets: $15.00 availableTickets: $15.00 available
at Salt Spring Books and at the doorat Salt Spring Books and at the door 

by arrangement w/Samuel French inc.by arrangement w/Samuel French inc.©

250-537-2812

20%
EXTRA OFF

all SALE ITEMS

30% OFF
All in-stock Art 

Supplies till
March 31st.

eat, p
  read

lif
e is

  si
mple

Eat, sleep,  read...
Life  

is

  si
mple

Salt 
Spring 
Books

WHAT'S ON
PAGE B6

WE WANT
YOU!

For auditions 
call

250.537.1091
The Rocky 

Horror Show

250-537-5148 
120 Hereford Ave.

www.islandsportstraders.ca

HUGE
ONE
DAY
ONLY

Annual 
sidewalk

saleSaturday, 
April 3rd 

10am – 5pm

50% o
up 
to

GREAT GEAR AT
UNBELIEVABLE PRICES!

Read it off -island on-line.
gulfi slandsaqua.com

THE VISION

GoAllPower.comAllP

BASEBALL REGISTRATION
DEADLINE IS MARCH 27

Forms available at Sports Traders & the PARC offi ce.
Bring a copy of child’s birth certifi cate.

 
Tball (5-6 yr old boys/girls) $35

Coachpitch (7-8 yr old boys/girls) $45
Mosquito 9-10 yr old boys/girls) $55

PeeWee (11-12 boys/girls) $85
Bantam (13-14 yr old boys) $85
Midget (15-17 yr old boys) $85
Softball (11-17 yr old girls) $85

 
All Players - Uniform Deposit $40

 

Saltspring
Cooperative

Preschool
Is now accepting enrollment  for 3 and 5 
year olds for the 2010-2011 school year.

Come and  nd out about our new 
schedule, and be there for our fabulous 

basket raf  e draw.

Please join us at our
Open House

Saturday March 27th 10:00 – 12:00
For more information 

please contact Clare at
538-8416

saltspringpreschool@gmail.com

Volunteers Needed 
Quilters for making quilt tops

Sewers for making bags
Helpers to pin, tie, iron etc.

Helpers for setup 
Sat 28 Mar 4:30-5:30
Helpers for takedown 
Sun 29 Mar 4:30-5:30 

Phone: Marguerite Lee 250 537 5302
Or email: islandcomfortquilts@shaw.ca

       Island Comfort Quilts

Quilting Bee
Sunday 28 March 2010

9:00-4:30
Farmers’ Institute Hall

Palm Sunday, March 28th
10:00 am: Worship Service

Maundy Thursday, April 1st
7:00 pm: Service of Foot Washing

and Communion

Good Friday, April 2nd
10:00 am: Worship Service

Easter Sunday, April 4th
8:00 am: Sunrise Service at Centennial Park

8:45 am: Coffee and Hot Cross Buns
10:00 am: Worship at Church including   

Flowering of the Cross
Refreshments following

Ph: 250-537-5812

Salt Spring Island
UNITED CHURCH

(111 HEREFORD AVE.)

invites you to join in their

HOLY WEEK 
SERVICES

Salt Spring Fire / Rescue
Course Announcement

Air Brakes Endorsement Course
April 9th – 11th 

Fire Hall #1
Instructed by Front Line 

Fire Department Training
To register for this class please call 

the Salt Spring Fire Department 
at 537-2531 or trainingoffi cer@telus.net 

Course Times
Friday 18:00 -21:00
Sat 08:00 – 16:30

Sun 08:00 – 16:30 or earlier

Registration is $325 
for the course, 
payable to the 
Salt Spring Fire 
Department.

For further info 
please call or email. 

Thank You.

Capt. Jamie Holmes
Training Of  cer

Salt Spring Fire Rescue

Salt Spring Island Parks 
and Recreation (PARC) 

is preparing a 
LEISURE BROCHURE 

for distribution this spring. The brochure will 
contain information about leisure activities 
available on the island throughout the year, 

including sports activities, recreational courses, 
trail information, festivals, events and last but 

not least, contact information for the many clubs, 
guilds, individuals and businesses that provide a 

recreational activity, course or event.

If you and/or your 
organization has not 

already been contacted 
by PARC, please call 
us at 250-537-4448, 

by March 25,  to make 
sure your information is 

included.  

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com and bcclassifi ed.com
Your private party (merchandise) classifi ed ad will run in our 

next 4 insertions • If you need to modify the ad or run it 
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another 

4 insertions • Extra lines at ½ price • 
Please, no more than 3 items, call 

to remove an item.

Run it ‘til 
it sells. $24.99

Run your classifi ed ad in 
The Driftwood ‘til it sells!

WORD OF THE WEEK  
‘Mytacism’ 

 
excessive or incorrect 
use of  the letter ‘m’  

Malt Spring Limeracy 
offems FREE one to 

one tutoring for amults.  
Phone: 537 9717 

www.saltspringliteracy.org 
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GULF ISLANDS SENIORS RESIDENCE--PUBLIC MEETING
5 x 396.00
4276031
INFORMATION

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, SSI--ADMIN 
ASSISTANT
2 x 432.00
4275487
HELP WANTED

JONI GANDERTON--BMO SALES ASSIS-
TANT
2 x 432.00
4276037
HELP WANTED

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING PREPAID--
LOUISE DOUCETTE
2 x 216.00
4274652
HELP WANTED

SPROTT SHAW--SPROTT SHAW
5 x 216.00
4250708
EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

HERITAGE PLACE FOR SENIORS--GEN-
ERAL MANAGER
2 x 252.00
4266315
HELP WANTED

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
IS RATED #2 FOR AT-HOME 
JOBS Learn from home. Work 
from home! Start your online 
training today. Contact Can-
Scribe at: 1-800-466-1535, 
www.canscribe.com, in-
fo@canscribe.com.

TRAIN TO be a MEDICAL 
TRANSCRIPTIONIST. Learn 
& Work from HOME!  MTI 
Community College 
www.mticc.com, 604-310-
2684. LOVE YOUR JOB!

HELP WANTED

AUNTIE PESTO’S is now ac-
cepting resumes for servers 
and dishwashers. Please ap-
ply to Box 17 c/o Driftwood 
Publishing Ltd., 328 Lower 
Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Is-
land, BC, V8K 2V3.

CERTIFIED DENTAL Assist-
ant required for f/t position. 
Start immediately.   Please call 
Dr. McGinn at 250-537- 1616, 
or e-mail resume to 
drmcginn@telus.net.

FLOORING SALES POSI-
TION. Leading fl ooring retailer 
looking for sales staff; must be 
motivated, hard working and 
personable. Experience pre-
ferred but willing to train the 
right person. This position has 
high earning potential. Please 
send resume to Drawer#4360 
c/o Comox Valley Record, 765 
McPhee Ave., Courtenay, BC 
V9N 2Z7

HOE FORWARDER/LOG 
LOADER/YARDING operators 
required for North Vancouver 
Island logging company. Full 
time, union rates & benefi ts. 
Fax resumes to 250-956-4888 
or call 250-956-3123.

SOAPMAKER WANTED by 
Canadian NGO to train women 
co-operative members in  
Zambia. For more info contact                  
colin@thesamproject.ca

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

INFORMATION

UPPER GANGES LIQUOR STORE LTD.--
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
2 x 360.00
4269754
HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

NEED FOOD 
DEMONSTRATOR

Part time

Are you:

Fun
Enthusiastic

An experienced cook
Loves meeting people

Quick learner
Enjoying educating customers

Getting excited about food
Enjoying planning

Preparing food
Flexible

If you like making ordi-
nary food into extraordi-

nary food!
Please fi ll out an applica-
tion & leave it with Sarah 
Smith at Country Grocer.

HELP WANTED

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

INFORMATION

HELP WANTED

Now Hiring
For all positions for our 
restaurant, bar, hotel 
and cold beer and wine 
store. 

Apply with resume 
stating experience and 

references to 
Box 16 

c/o Driftwood Publishing
328 Lower Ganges Rd.
Salt Spring Island, BC

V8K 2X8 

TRADES, TECHNICAL

NAHANNI CONSTRUCTION, 
Yellowknife, NT. Nahanni Con-
struction is currently looking 
for Journeyman Certifi ed: 
Electricians, Welders, Plum-
bers and Scaffolders. Please 
apply by sending your resume 
to: Jody@NahanniNCL.com.

HELP WANTED

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

INFORMATION

TRADES, TECHNICAL

SOUTH ROCK LTD. is seek-
ing Experienced asphalt pav-
ing personnel for the 2010 
construction season in Alberta. 
Accommodations supplied. 
Apply online at www.south-
rock.ca or fax 403-568-1327.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

INFORMATION

HELP WANTED

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

INFORMATION

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Wages commensurate with experience.
Some training provided.
30 hours per week.

HOME AND COMMUNITY 
INCLUSION SUPPORT WORKER
required to support a young woman 
with complex needs living in her family 
home. Driving licence and safe driving 
record essential.

❋
Reply in writing with resume to

480 Reynolds Road
Salt Spring Island, BC

V8K 1Y3
or to ladoucet@telus.net

Upper Ganges Liquor Store is now accepting 
applications for 2 part-time positions.

This is a Full Service Private Liquor Store 
with a commitment to providing Exceptional 
Customer Service.

Successful applicants will have great interest in 
retailing, working with the public and learning 
about (or have knowledge of ) wines, beers, 
and spirits. They will participate in developing 
a business recognized by its customers as 
first-class due to the expertise and service 
attributes of its staff and management, the 
store environment and product offerings.

Duties include stocking, serving customers, 
check-out operation and general tasks.

Please apply in person with resume to:  
Nicki Hockley, Manager, 

Upper Ganges Liquor Store
378, Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, 

BC V8K 2V7 
Or by email nicki@uppergangesliquorstore.com

No phone calls, please.

Upper Ganges Liquor Store
Saltspring Island, BC

Now Accepting Applications

Closing Date: 
April 7, 2010

Heritage Place
To view our show suite, call Amy MacLeod for appoi

D i t th ffi f b h 120 C ft Rd

FOR
SENIORS

Heritage Place, which provides residential accommodation 
along with a service package on a rental basis for inde-
pendent seniors, is interviewing for a General Manager.  
Heritage Place is not a care facility.  The GM will work 
closely with residents, resident applicants, and oversee a 
staff consisting of 6 FTE plus three contractors (gardening, 
maintenance, bookkeeping). Responsible for all facets of 
the operation and reporting to the Board of Directors, the 
successful individual will have:
-   management experience, preferably in this industry
-   excellent interpersonal and con  ict resolution skills
-   excellent computer skills
-   ability to plan and monitor the  nancials of a medium 

sized business
-   familiarity with government regulations related to the 

business
-   entrepreneurial attitude
-   marketing acumen
Salary consistent with industry standards and scope of 
responsibility.
Please provide a full resume to Box 18, The Driftwood. 
 

Who reads us?
88% of Islanders read the 

Driftwood each week.
-Combase survey

Secretary / Administrative 
Assistant Job Posting:

Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue is seeking a full 
time Secretary / Administrative Assistant, reporting 
directly to the Fire Chief. Responsibilities include, 
but not limited to; customer relations, offi ce admin-
istration, multi tasking, working under pressure, fi l-
ing, and data entry, The suitable candidate must be; 
a team player and professional in manner, a quick 
thinker, able to learn quickly and be self motivated; 
be able to adjust to all types of stress and demand-
ing situations quickly and often; be able to take di-
rectives and process tasks with limited assistance 
or unsupervised. 

Applicants must have a minimum of Grade 12 
education plus high competency skill levels relating 
to: customer relations, confi dentiality, typing 60 cor-
rect words per minute, dictation, booking of appoint-
ments, composition of letters and correspondence. 
The candidate must have excellent; verbal commu-
nication and strong listening skills; as well as a thor-
ough knowledge of all Microsoft applications.  

Applicants must include within their resume; 
their work experience and a list of four potential 
references.  If you are interested in being part of 
this progressive team please submit your resume 
to the Ganges Fire Station by 5:00pm on March 31st 
/ 2010 in person or by registered mail to Salt Spring 
Island Fire Rescue, 105 Lower Ganges Road, Salt 
Spring Island, V8K 2T1. 

Please clearly indicate on the front “Secretary / 
Administrative Assistant Application”. 

The Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District of-
fers a competitive salary and benefi t package.

The tentative start date is April 12th 2010. 
Only those applicants selected for interviews 

will be contacted.

121 ATKINS ROAD

TEL: 250-538-1995

A project of the 
Gulf Islands Seniors’ 
Residence Association

What is the future of transportation What is the future of transportation 
on Salt Spring Island? What about on Salt Spring Island? What about 
transportation for the disabled?transportation for the disabled?
Meadowbrook Seniors' Residence will be hosting a 
public meeting with members of the Salt Spring Transportation 
Commission and other stakeholders.

Date: Tuesday, March 30th, 2:00 pm 
Location: Meadowbrook main lounge: 121 Atkins Road

Anyone with an interest in the future of our island's transportation is urged 
to attend. Meadowbrook is a fully accessible building.

Call our DUNCAN Campus:

(250)748-2700
sprottshaw.com

ENROLL TODAY AND GRADUATE IN LESS THAN 1 YEAR
Funding May Be Available

The choice is yours...

SPROTT-SHAW

Read it off -island on-line.
gulfi slandsaqua.com
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DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS classified@gulfislands.netDEADLINES 
TUESDAY 10 AM

Photos are available
for purchase @ our on-line 

photostore
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   

TRADES, TECHNICAL

AUTOBODY. 1st or 2nd year 
apprentice & journeyman auto-
body tech/painter required for 
busy domestic collision center. 
Excellent wages, full company 
benefi ts, moving allowance 
available. Please email: den-
hamcc@telus.net or fax re-
sume to 780-352-5698. Den-
ham Ford Sales, Wetaskiwin, 
Alberta.

WWORK ANTED

FOR ALL your lawn care 
needs. Mowing, Weed eating. 
Call the Handyman at 250-
537-7636.

JOURNEYMAN CARPENTER 
Contractor available. Addi-
tions, renovations, solariums, 
sun decks, concrete work.  
Quality experience and integ-
rity. Jim Anderson 250-537-
0779. References.

NEED HELP in your garden? 
Weeding, planting and more! 
Phone 250-931-1008

RESPONSIBLE
RELIABLE 

HARD-WORKING 
Labourer for gardening, 
handyman and general 

labour jobs. $18/hr.
 References 

250-537-1556

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALTH PRODUCTS

LOSE UP to 24lbs by May 24. 
Results Guaranteed. Look 
great. Feel Great. Lose 
weight. Call Herbal Magic for a 
free no obligation consultation 
1-800-926-4363.

PERSONAL SERVICES

EDUCATION/TUTORING

ARE YOU Laid Off? Unem-
ployed? Go Back to School! 
Earn your degree online from 
home! Fast Track Courses.  
Financial Aid if Qualifi ed. Train 
for a high paying job.  1-800-
930-9179.
www.onthenetdegree.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$500$ LOAN SERVICE, by 
phone, no credit refused, quick 
and easy, payable over 6 or 
12 installments. Toll Free: 1-
877-776-1660 www.money-
provider.com.

DEBT CONSOLIDATION 
PROGRAM. Helping Cana-
dians repay debts, reduce or 
eliminate interest, regardless 
of your credit. Steady Income? 
You may qualify for instant 
help. Considering Bankruptcy? 
Call 1-877-220-3328 FREE 
Consultation Government Ap-
proved, BBB Member.

IF YOU own a home or real 
estate, ALPINE CREDITS will 
lend you money: It’s That Sim-
ple. Your Credit / Age / Income 
is NOT an issue. 
1.800.587.2161.

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 1-877-
987-1420.

 www.pioneerwest.com

LEGAL SERVICES

#1 IN PARDONS. Remove 
your criminal record. Express 
Pardons offers the FASTEST 
pardons, LOWEST prices, and 
it’s GUARANTEED. BBB Ac-
credited. FREE Consultation 
Toll-free 1-866-416-6772, 
www.ExpressPardons.com.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Only 
PARDON SERVICES CANA-
DA has 20 years experience 
GUARANTEEING RECORD 
REMOVAL. Call 1-8-NOW-
PARDON (1-866-972-7366). 
w w w . R e m o v e Y o u r R e -
cord.com.

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

ACCOUNTING/TAX/
BOOKKEEPING

ACCOUNTABILITY BOOK-
KEEPING Complete book-
keeping for small business. 
Payroll, GST/PST, WCB. 250-
516-6122.

JENNIFER’S BOOKKEEPING 
and Tax Services has a new 
phone # 250-537-4433. Bring 
a friend and save $5 each on 
your 2009 tax return.

CLEANING SERVICES

HOME & COMMERCIAL 
CLEANING

ULTRACLEAN

250-538-7403

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES

SPRING CLEANING, move 
out, new construction & Reno 
clean up. Residential spaces 
available. Call Genevieve 250-
538-8427.

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB McIvor for trouble-
shooting, software & network-
ing support.  We do house 
calls. 537-2827 or (cell)  538-
7017. Please go & back-up 
your important data now!

RON WEISNER, Computer 
Tech. is not available until end 
of May. Please contact: Bob 
McGivor. 250-537-2827.

SOLAR WEB HOSTING - 
want to be greener? Solar is 
cleaner! www.iridophore.com 
250-537-2627.

CONCRETE & PLACING

GULF
COAST

MATERIALS
Serving the Gulf Islands

Salt Spring, Galiano
Mayne, Penders

250-537-2611
345 Rainbow Road

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING HOUSE ADS--
RUN IT TILL IT SELLS
2 x 216.00
4237948
MISC. FOR SALE

BESLEY & SON--WEEKLY AD
2 x 144.00
4273105
CONTRACTORS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING PREPAID--
RICK PENNER
2 x 144.00
4264486
CONTRACTORS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING PREPAID--
LORE SCHMIDTS - ARTLORE
2 x 144.00
4275409
PAINTING

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN

LET’S GET
STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and 
together we’ll design (or 

upgrade) your dream home. 
Through the use of computer-

aided drafting, we’ll quickly   
produce the working drawings 

you’ll take to your 
contractor.

PLEASE CALL

HELSET DESIGN
250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

HAULING AND SALVAGE

PAINTING 

CONTRACTORS

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

RECYCLING

SALT SPRING Island Recycle 
Depot is located at 349 Rain-
bow Rd. We are open Tues. 
through Sat., 10am to 5pm. 
This service is operated by 
Salt Spring Island Community 
Services. Please call the Re-
cycle   Depot at 250-537-1200, 
or Community Services at 
250-537-9971 for information 
on materials accepted for re-
cycling.

TREE SERVICES

Gabriel Bonga
Tree Service

250-537-7536

1x1.5

WINDOW CLEANING

RENEW YOUR view. Profes-
sional & experienced. Call 
Genevieve 250-538-8427.

PETS

FEED & HAY

1ST CUT ALFALFA/grass 
small squares. 2nd cut alfalfa 
small squares. 500 bale loads 
call for delivered prices Home 
250-428-4838 Cell 250-428-
6039 sjfarms@shaw.ca

PAINTING 

CONTRACTORS

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS

PETS

DOGGIE DOO’S Grooming. 
12 years grooming experi-
ence! Lenny 250-931-3647.

EASTER RABBITS! The BC 
SPCA is asking people to     
refrain from giving rabbits - 
or chicks and ducks - as East-
er gifts. Care for a pet rabbit 
costs between $3000 - $4000 
through its lifetime, and con-
trary to popular belief, rabbits 
are not great pets for children.  
Learn the facts about rabbits 
at www.spca.bc.ca

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE BY OWNER

COURTENAY- garden level, 
wheel chair accessible, bright-
charming home,   #104-130 
Back Rd, 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 5 
appls, w/entry patio+ priv 
patio. Move in $174,900. 250-
702-1751.

OPEN HOUSE Sat/Sun 12-4 
pm. 2 reno’d half duplexes lo-
cated at 1205 & 1207 Walnut 
St. Each with 1700 sf 3 bd, 2 
full ba, fi nished full height bse-
ment. See on Used Victoria. 
250-889-7035 250-889-7062

HOMES WANTED

WE BUY HOUSES
Damaged House? 

Pretty House?  Moving? 
Divorcing? Estate Sale?

We will Buy your House
Quick Cash & Private.
Mortgage Too High and

House won’t sell?
Can’t make payments?

We will Lease Your House,
Make your Payments

and Buy it Later!

Call: 1-250-616-9053
www.webuyhomesbc.com

MORTGAGES

BANK ON US! Mortgages for 
purchases, renos, debt con-
solidation, foreclosure. Bank 
rates. Many alternative lending 
programs. Let Dave Fitzpatrick  
simplify the process. Mountain 
City Mortgage.1-888-711-8818

dave@mountaincitymort-
gage.ca

OTHER AREAS

20 ACRE Ranches Near 
Growing El Paso Texas. Only 
$12,900 $0 Down, $99 
per/mo. Owner Financing. No 
Credit Checks. Money Back 
Guarantee.  Free Map/Pic-
tures.  1-800-755-8953.
www.sunsetranches.com

BIG BEAUTIFUL AZ Lots Golf 
Course, Nat’l Parks.  1 hour 
from Tucson Guaranteed Fi-
nancing. $0 Down, $0 Interest. 
Starting $129/mo.  Foreclo-
sures online at
www.sunsiteslandrush.com
Call Pre-recorded message 1-
800-631-8164 Mention Code 
4001.

RENTALS

BREAKFBED & AST

BED AND Breakfasts, Attrac-
tions, tourism operators get  
incredible exposure for your 
business…Advertise in the 
2010-2011 BC Alberta Bed    
& Breakfast directory. Call    
Annemarie at 1-800-661-6335 
ext. 744

MISCELLANEOUS FOR RENT

CAMERA - CANON AE1 plus 
3 extra lenses, etc. Offers 250-
537-5027.

MOBILE HOMES & PADS

BEAUTIFULLY SITUATED 
site for trailer/camper, 10 min 
walk to town. Call Shirley 250-
537-4346

HOMES FOR RENT

2 BEDROOM mobile home, 
recently renovated. Washer, 
dryer, private deck. Avail.    
immediately, $750 per month 
plus util. Call 250-537-6860.

2 BEDROOM TRAILER for 
Rent $650/mo. + util’s. Avail 
May 1.    Call 250-537-6860

3BR. HOUSE Fulford Valley 
on bus route, no cats, 
1200/mo.     Avail   April.    
250-653-9147  lv. msg.

3 BRM 2 bath available March 
1st. $1550 + utilities. Call 250-
508-6453.

4 BDRM, 3 bath, near centa-
tral: 6 appl., heat pump, 2 
years old, $1800, long term. 
NS, NP, May 1. Markus 250-
537-4579.

BRIGHT BACHELOR suite 
with Mt. Baker view. 400 sq. ft. 
main fl oor, in-fl oor heat, 
shared laundry,  hydro  & high-
speed wireless incl.  Suits sin-
gle person with car, NS, no 
pets. $650/month. Ref’s req. 
Inquiries to 250-653-9061

NEWLY RENO’D 2 BR Duplex 
w/ 4 appl. On bus route. Ref’s 
Req. $900/mo. + some util’s. 
Long term. Call 250-537-9108 
afternoons & evenings.

BUILDING SUPPLIES

#1A STEEL BUILDING SALE! 
Save up to 60% on your new 
garage, shop, warehouse. 6 
colors available! 40 year war-
ranty! Free shipping, the fi rst 
20 callers! 1-800-457-2206. 
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.

SLEGG LUMBER

STEEL BUILDING SALE! 
Less than WOOD. Less than 
CANVAS. Less than STEEL 
TRUSSES. Various sizes and 
shapes. Canadian Manufactur-
er Direct. For the BEST AND 
LOWEST call Pioneer Steel 
Manufacturers, 1-800-668-
5422. www.pioneersteel.ca.

COMPUTER EQUIPMENT

FAX/ COPIER/ SCANNER 
Brother 8460, Laser multi-
function machine, 2 yrs old, in 
excellent cond., incl. spare 
toner. $350        250-537-9339

FERTILIZERS

HURRY: Well rotted Sheep 
manure for your Garden. By 
the load. 250-537-2082.

FOOD PRODUCTS

CALDWELL’S
OAKSPRING FARM

Local
Free Range & Grain Fed

Pork, Chicken & Beef
250-537-2152, 537-5380

YOUR COMMUNITY, YOUR CLASSIFIEDS
 Call 310.3535

FREE ITEMS

EXACT 66 (made in Germany) 
med. format enlarger, Beseler 
23C 11 enlarger, plus misc. 
darkroom equipment and pho-
to books. Make pictures the 
fun way!!!  Deb  250-930-5333

FIBERGLASS DINGHY, 
needs work. 250-537-8819

FREE: PLASTIC pick-up truck 
box liner from full size quad 
cab, 2004 Chev. 250-526-
0129.

QUEEN BED, 2 twins with oak 
headboards, sofa and 2 
chairs, arborite table +4 chairs, 
lamps, la -z-boy 250-537-5700

FUEL/FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
KONIG & SON

Serving Saltspring
for 28 years

Cut, split & delivered
Competitive & Reliable

Standing timber and 
logs wanted

Kurt Duff 250-537-9531

FIREWOOD

Cut, split & delivered

MARCO

250-537-6170

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

GARAGE SALES

LIONS GARAGE Sale: Fridays & 
Saturdays only, 10am - 12pm.  Many 
household items. Note: We now offer 
furniture pickups. We do not accept 
appliances.  Drop-offs accepted only 
on Fri. & Sat. morning. Please no 
garbage!! 103 Bonnet Ave.

SAT. MAR 27, 9-12. Baskets, 
fabrics, china, objet d’art, pic-
ture frames. 1160 North Beach 
Rd.

GARDEN EQUIPMENT

JOHN DEERE lawn and gar-
den tractor, w/48” mower. 
$1800 obo. 250-538-8564.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

A FREE TELEPHONE SER-
VICE - Get Your First Month 
Free. Bad Credit, Don’t Sweat 
It. No Deposits. No Credit 
Checks. Call Freedom Phone 
Lines Today Toll-Free 1-866-
884-7464

DREAM WORLD New Cozy 
Cat bed, $29 obo. Sisal 
Scratching Wave, was $45, 
best offer. 4 cat toys, free. Mi-
cro shield, protective mattress, 
asthma and allergy friendly for 
double bed,  was $90,   best 
offer. 250-537-5635.

ESPRESSO MACHINE, Cim-
bali Junior, single group com-
mercial. Chrome, 3 years old, 
gently used & commercial 
grinder, both $2400. Call 250-
537-9625 or 653-4227.

ESTATE PRE-INVENTORY 
Clearance: Antique Solid Oak 
Ornate Headboards $299; 
Burgundy Leather Sofa $99, 
Green Leather Recliner Chair 
& Ottoman $99; Blk Bookcase 
48”x48” $69; Wood Dining 
Chairs 4/$50 (2/w arms); An-
tique Oak Barley-Twist Chairs 
Blk Leather w/brass 6/$179; 
Simmons Hide-a-Bed $299; 
Nice Solid Wood Bedroom 
Stes w/Queen or King-Size 
Beds Cheap! 2009 Mattress 
Stock Clearing! Big Selection, 
New & Used All on Sale! BUY 
& SAVE, 9818 4th St., Sidney. 
buyandsave.ca. Bank cards ok

FULL, FLOWERING, one gal-
lon Heathers. Buy three, get 
one free. Garden Faire Nur-
sery @ Rainbow & Atkins

HOT TUB COVERS
SALE

from $310
250-538-8244

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS. 
Best price. Best quality. All 
shapes & colours available.   
1-866-652-6837 
www.thecoverguy.com

MOVING SALE: last chance, 
7 pc. white bdrm suite, $200. 
Black TV, entertainment cent., 
$45. Garden/patio set, glass 
top table, umbrella/ 4 chairs 
$50. 250-537-4643.

NEW NORWOOD SAWMILLS 
LumberMate-Pro handles logs 
34” diameter, mills boards 28” 
wide. Automated quick-cycle-
sawing increases effi ciency up 
to 40%. www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/400OT- FREE Infor-
mation: 1-800-566-6899 
Ext:400OT.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

RAPID WEIGHT Loss Pre-
scription Strength OTC Phen-
trazine 37.5 mg White/blue 
speck tablets. 60 tabs $59.95 
Free Discreet Shipping. No 
Prescription Needed! USA 
Certifi ed Order Toll Free. 1-
866-611-6893. Online orders: 
www.pillmedica.com

SHIPPING CONTAINERS 20’ 
or 40’. Buy or Rent. Safe and 
secure. Easymove Container 
Services. Serving Vancouver 
Island. 1-888-331-3279.

SPECIALS

FRASER’S THIMBLE
FARM

250-537-5788

1x4

TV (JVC) w/ turntable  $60, 
microwave (Kenmore) $25. 
Exec. cond.        250-537-4561

VANITY TOP with taps & 
drain, 3pc shower door, fax, 
HP printer, 27” Toshiba TV 
w/built in DVD/VHS. 537-1802

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

29 STRING Celtic harp with 
soft case $700. Olds Tenor 
Saxophone $500. 537-5139.

TOOLS

WOOD LATHE, Samona 12” x 
36”, V.S. 1/2 HP, as new. Incl. 
2 quality tools. $250. 250-537-
8824.

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com and bcclassifi ed.com
Your private party (merchandise) classifi ed ad will run in our 

next 4 insertions • If you need to modify the ad or run it 
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another 

4 insertions • Extra lines at ½ price • 
Please, no more than 3 items, call 

to remove an item.

Run it ‘til 
it sells. $24.99

Run your classifi ed ad in 
The Driftwood ‘til it sells!

PENNER CONTRACTING
YOUR EVERYTHING CONSTRUCTION SPECIALISTS

RICK PENNER

1069 VIEWTOP RD.
DUNCAN, BC V9L  5S7

250-701-5368
FAX 250-746-0177

PENNERCONTRACTING@MSN.COM

 •     Foundations and framing 
 •     Siding 
 •     Finishing 
 •     Decks 
 •     Renovations
 •     Timber-works, arbors etc. 
 •     All phases 
 •     Over 25 years experience

Besley and Sons

Using your plans or we can custom design.  
Call Ron today  for a friendly free estimate 250.537.8885

FRASER’S
THIMBLE FARMS

175 ARBUTUS
537-5788

OPEN 
7 DAYS A WEEK
FROM 9AM - 4:30PM

WE GIVE 
 PERSONALIZED 
 SERVICE

Mason bees and 
Mason bee houses 
now in. Make sure 
your fruit trees 
are pollinated.

Great selection of 
bay trees available.

Herbs are here.

Organic seeds available.

FIREWOOD
SPRING SPECIAL

MARCO 250.537.6170

CUT, SPLIT 
& DELIVERED

Standing timber 
& logs wanted

ARTLORE 
Specializing in interior painting,

fi ne fi nishing, murals and art.
Call Lore now for your consultation.  

25 years experience.

250-538-1990

Land & Sea
tree service

• Demolition & Hauling
• Falling & Bucking Trees
• Clearing & Thinning Land
• Brush & Windfall Clean up
• Broom Pulling

537-7536 Gabriel

$15/hr  Flexible seniorS' rates

ULTRA
CLEAN✴

250. 538. 7403

Home & Commercial 
Cleaning

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-4978

• Flooring
• Heating
• Eaves
• Plumbing
• Roofing
For all your building 

requirements, large or small!

SEE US FOR A FAST QUOTE
ON ALL YOUR BUILDING

REQUIREMENTS!

GULF 
COAST 

MATERIALS
Serving the Gulf Islands

Salt Spring, Galiano,
Mayne, Penders

250-537-2611
345 Rainbow Road

• PARKING CURBS
• READY MIX
• WASHED GRAVEL
• REINFORCED STEEL
• BAGGED CEMENT

Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount with your Residents Card.

Salt Spring
Find what you need, sell what you don’t.

Deadline 10 am Tuesday 
for Wednesday paper,

4 pm Wednesday for Friday paper.

“New to You”
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Right now, earn  2 Club Thrifty Foods 

Points for every dollar you spend!†

†Excluding lottery, gift cards, pharmacy, tobacco, bonus points and other goods and services specified by Thrifty Foods. 

Weekly Specials in Effect from 
Wednesday, March 24th to Tuesday, March 30th, 2010

2x
Spend $10 Receive 20 Club Thrifty Foods Points

Spend $50 Receive 100 Club Thrifty Foods Points

Spend $80 Receive 160 Club Thrifty Foods Points

Spend $120 Receive 240 Club Thrifty Foods Points

Fo
r 

E
x

a
m

p
le

:

1997 CHEV 3/4 ton, reg. cab., 
long box, 5 spd, 4x4, 350 V8, 
box liner, canopy, good cond. 
$6500. 250-537-4428.

MARINE

BOATS

KAYAK, 17FT. Mahogany ply-
wood, stitch & glue with spray 
skirt & paddle, $300, need mi-
nor repair. 250-537-4149.

OUTBOARDS
Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda

Great Selections
Great Prices

SG POWER
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria

250-382-8291

SEARS GAMEFISHER. 12 ft. 
aluminum boat, interior is blue 
with yellow seats, 2 wooden 
oars. $400. 250-537-4149

WET SUIT, MORAY brand 
wet suit, 2 pcs, jacket & Farm-
er John 5’8” - 150 lbs men’s 
medium $20. 250-537-4149.

SIMPLY SALT SPRING

BASIC FOODSAFE. Monday 
March 29 from 8:30am to 
4:30pm, $70.  Harbour House 
Hotel.     Call Sheri 537-1883 
to register.

GULF ISLANDS Optical. 50% 
refund on the cost of your eye 
test when you purchase a full 
set of frames & lenses. New: 
Precision Digital Lenses. Clic 
Magnetic readers. Lancer Bldg 
250-537-2648.

REFRIGERATOR: EXCEL-
LENT condition, black, bottom 
mount freezer, $400 obo. Sam 
Anderson. 250-537-5268.

SAM ANDERSON Appliance 
Repair. Sears service techni-
cian. For repairs call 800-469-
4663 or 537-5268. Hot Water 
Tank & Appliance Installation.

Call 250.537.5577 
View @ www.royalproperty.ca

Strata/Commercial/Residential Management

SMALL 3 BDRM HOME
ON PRIVATE ACREAGE
2 APPL ELECT HEAT ONLY
2 BATHS NS NP
1200.00 + UTIL
SOUTH END 68357

3 BDRM 2.5 BTHRM
5 APPL FENCED GARDEN
WATERFRONT 24/7
BOOTH BAY FRONTAGE
WOOD STVE/ELECT
WORKSHOP/GARAGE
NS NP 2150. + UTIL MID 
ISLAND 129567

3 BDRM 1 BTHRM
4 APPL W/CHAIR ACCESS
ELECT/WOOD HEAT
CEDAR PRE FAB COTTAGE
OCEANFRONT HIGH BANK
NS NP $1675. + UTIL 
NORTH END 127254

2 BDRM 1 BTHRM
4 APPL OCEANFRONT
CEDAR PRE FAB COTTAGE
ELECT/WOOD HEAT
LOW BANK ACCESS
NS NP $1200. + UTIL
NORTH END 127253

LARGE OCEANFRONT
FULFORD HARBOUR VIEW
2 BDRM 2.5 BTHRM
OFFICE AREA/ MEDIA RM
ELECT HEAT MTH 2 MTH
NS NP $1700. + UTIL
SOUTH END 123973

2 BDRM 1 BATH
OCEANFRONT COTTAGE
15 SEPT TO 15 JULY
HEAT WOOD ONLY
NS NP $900. + UTIL
SOUTH END 88611

LWR LEVEL APT
LARGE STUDIO SETTING
FULL BATH PRIV LAUNDRY
NS NP $ 850. + % UTIL
MID ISLAND 90959

2 BDRM 2 BTHRM
OFFICE AREA 5 APPL
FURN EXEC TWNHSE
NS NP $1600. + UTIL
MID ISLAND 119479

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

COZY BACHELOR suite in 
Vesuvius, 300 sq. ft., bright & 
newly renovated, separate   
entrance, quiet, NS, NP,        
includes hydro & water, suits 
single person only, avail. 
immed. $550. Please contact 
Island Explorer Property   
Management, 250-537-4722.

LAKEVIEW 3 BR, 
1 1/2 bath, Apt. W/D, 

adult oriented, NS, NP 
quiet. $1175/mo.

 incl. utils. Year-round
250-537-9517, 

Don or Non

PRETTY 2 BDRM, open plan, 
ocean view, elec. & wood 
heat. NS, no dogs, $1100 + 
util. 250-537-1968.

SMALL RUSTIC south end cabin, 
near Ruckle Park. Long term, wood 
heat, NS, cat negotiable. 1 person 
only. Avail Apr. 1, $500/mo. incl Hy-
dro. Ref. required. 250-653-9475.

TOWNHOUSE, 2 bed, garage, 
in town, NS, NP, $975/mo. 
Avail Apr 1. 250-653-2354    
after 5pm.

RV PADS

RV LOT for summer rental. 
Available April 1st, on Georgia 
Straight, Qualicum Bay. Inter-
net available. For more infor-
mation  please call Caroline at 
1 (604)534-3783.

RV SITE  available in quiet 
neigbourhood. Long term, wa-
ter and hydro incl. $400 per 
month. 250-537-8969.

SEASONAL ACCOMMODATION

TOFINO- SALTSPRING Is-
land Family owned, cozy wa-
terfront condo. Sleeps 4-6, 
walk to town. Details at www. 
tofi nobeachhomes.com. Go to 
‘reserve now’, go to ‘select 
your property’, go to ‘eagles 
nest’. (250)725-2570 for  info 
or reservations .

HOMES FOR RENT

YOUR COMMUNITY, YOUR CLASSIFIEDS
 Call 310.3535

RENTALS

SHARED ACCOMMODATION

SPACIOUS ROOM, has own 
entrance, bathrm, phone. Sun-
ny SW heritage home. 10 km 
to Ganges. NS, NP, $500. 
250-653-0005.

 WANTED TO RENT

LONG TIME resident seeks 2 
bdrm accommodation, rea-
sonable rent, for April 1.  Em-
ployed female, has excellent 
refs. Long term. Leave msg. 
for Claudia 250-537-2588.

WORKING PROFESSIONAL 
Salt Spring resident seeks 1 or 
2 bedrm long term rental close 
to town for June 1. References 
avail. 250-537-8357

TRANSPORTATION

AUTO FINANCING

$0 DOWN at auto credit fast. 
Need a vehicle? Good or Bad 
credit call Stephanie 1-877-
792-0599. www.autocredit-
fast.ca. DLN 30309.

NEED A VEHICLE? Need 
cash? Up to $10,000. cash 
back! Guaranteed approvals! 
Over 400 vehicles to choose 
from. Call Will or Ashley today! 
1-888-289-8935.

TITLE LOANS
-Vehicle title loans

- Flexible terms & conditions
- Super low rates

- Save yourself hundreds!
- (250) 436-0042 or email

info@dmancapital.com

CARS 

1988 TOYOTA COROLLA, 
white. Never recalled ! Good 
condition, good looking, 
148,000 km. Best offers. 250-
537-5374.

1991 BUICK Regal Custom 1 
pair winter tires, 1 pair chains. 
$1100 obo 250-537-4458.

1992 GEO Metro, transmis-
sion sluggish. Runs OK, New 
battery $350 obo. 250-537-
1044.

1993 OLDSMOBILE $450obo 
250-537-7810

HOMES FOR RENT

TRANSPORTATION

SPORTS & IMPORTS

1999 ACURA Integra. 4cyl, 5 
spd, AC, cruise contol, power 
windows and sunroof, great 
shape, no accidents, never 
been smoked in, recent tune-
up, timing belt, water pump, 
battery, brand new tires. Love 
this car but need a truck for 
gold mining! $6200 obo. Caro-
line or Aran 250-537-6492

2006 FORD Focus, family 
wagon, all bells & whistles, 
leather int. 80000km, $12500 
obo. 250-537-5209.

MOTORCYCLES

1983 YAMAHA Virago 500 
Twin for sale.  Call John at 
653-4004.

BMW F650 CS, 16,700 km. 
Like new tires and chain, red, 
lowered, $4900 obo. 538-8564

SG POWER
SCOOTERS

Gas & Electric
Islands Largest Selection
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria

250-382-8291

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
FOR SALE

24’ - 1976 Citation Moto-
rhome, good shape, new awn-
ing. Make an offer. 250-537-
0709.

24’ CORSAIR 1989 motor 
home, onboard generator, all 
new parts. 250-537-1802

SCRAP CAR REMOVAL

SCRAP BATTERIES Wanted 
We buy scrap batteries from 
cars, trucks & heavy equip. 
$2.00 and up/each. Free pick-
up anywhere in BC, Minimum 
10. Toll Free 1.877.334.2288.

SPORT UTILITY VEHICLES

1998 HONDA CRV, AWD, 4 
cyl, auto, CD, A/C, roofrack 
w/roofbox, fuel effi cient! 
$5500. 250-653-4102.

VTRUCKS & ANS

1988 TOYOTA Landcruiser, 4 
dr, 6cyl., gas, 341k. Great en-
gine, $3000. 250-537-0636.

OUTBOARDS
Yamaha • Suzuki

Honda

Over 40 years in Victoria

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com    jay@sgpower.com

from 2 HP to 350 HP
Four strokes
New & Used

Great Selection
Great Prices

    

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria 
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com
marc@sgpower.com

SCOOTERS
Gas & Electric. 

Island’s Largest Seletion. 
Vespas • Yamaha • Honda

 ISLAND EXPLORER
Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services

250-537-4722  
1-800-800-9492

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management 
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

Cozy Bachelor Suite in Vesuvius
300 sq. feet, bright and newly 
renovated, separate entrance, quiet, 
N/S, N/P, include hydro & water, 
suit single person only, avail immed 
...................................... ....................$550 
3 Bedroom Vesuvius Home,
3 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, large 
fenced yard, walk to beach, N/S, 
N/P, available immed. to July 31st
.................................... ....................$1500

ISLAND WHEELS
PAGE B7-11
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PRIME RIB DINNERAAA ANGUS BEEF
Every Thursday 5pm

537-9339

Arts&
Entertainment

“PAPER & PACKAGING 
PRODUCTS”

250-538-0111

TIERNEY’S
WHOLESALE LTD.

Supplying your business 
needs for: bakery, café, 

cleaning, food service, grocery, 
hotel, institutional, retail, 

restroom, shipping & more!
Custom print & 

biodegradable products.

Locally owned & operated
 

SPECIAL SPECIAL 
EVENTSEVENTS

Wednesday: 
Pint Club

Monday:
Mexican 

Night

Thursday, March 25, 8-11pm
Blues:  Soul Shakedown + 
Friends

Friday, March 26,  8-11pm
Live Music:  The Broken Strings

Saturday, March 27,  8-11pm
Live Music:  Donny Brook + 
The Haymakers

Sunday, March 28, 7-10pm
Jazz:  QuintEssential

250-537-5559

OPEN 
FOR BREAKFAST 

7-11am daily

RelativesTh
e

TICKETS $15 • DOORS OPEN 7:30 PM

Sole Music

BENEFIT DANCE 
FOR THE SALT SPRING ISLAND DRAGONBOAT CLUB

SATURDAY MARCH 27 • MEADEN HALL

RelativesTh
e

TICKETS $15 • DOORS OPEN 7:30 PM

BENEFIT DANCE 
FOR THE SALT SPRING ISLAND DRAGONBOAT CLUB

SATURDAY MARCH 27 • MEADEN HALL

TICKETS $15  •  DOORS OPEN 7:30 PM

AAttention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your 
opportunity for a 

great welcome visit.
Call Haley today for 
your greeting, gifts 

& useful info.
250-537-1558

Who reads us?
88% of Islanders read the 

Driftwood each week.
-Combase survey

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

IT’S A FARCE: Salt 

Spring Community The-

atre actors rehearse for 

the Canadian comedy 

Who’s Under Where? 

running at Mahon Hall 

on Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday, March 26 to 28. 

From left are April Rus-

sell, Gordon Keel, John 

Cade and Christina 

Penhale.

FOLK CLUB

Gumboot Gala caps folk music season
Get tickets 

ASAP for 

entertainment 

highlight

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN 
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The true r ites of 
spring on Salt Spring 
are practised not by 
nymphs trailing flow-
ers but by seasoned 
musicians  wear ing 
rubber boots: whatever 
the weather, islanders 
know the long winter 
has passed when the 
folk club celebrates the 
end of its season with 
the Gumboot Gala.

Valdy and Bill Hen-
derson are the co-hosts 
of the annual musical 
extravaganza, which 
features a cast of to-
be-announced mystery 
guests. 

Valdy and Hender-
son’s guitar and vocal 
skills set the bar for tal-
ented participants. 

Past years’ guests 
have included Zav RT 
on fi ddle, Harry Warner 
and Ron Ateah on gui-
tar, Marcus Tessman on 
mandolin, Sue Newman 
on vocals, keyboards 
and tap-shoes, Derrick 
Milton on trumpet and 
Jose Sanchez rockin’ 
the drums. 

T h e  e v e n i n g ’ s 
unplanned schedule 
has given the gala a 
reputation for having 
a fun, spontaneous 
nature that defi es bums 
to stay in seats and feet 
to stay planted.

Performers and audi-
ence members alike 
tend to wear costumes 
and it’s not unusual to 
see a satin ball gown 
paired with the south 
end’s trademark foot-
wear. 

Prizes doled out for 
best costume only up 
the creativity ante.

The folk club sup-
ports its major fund-
raiser for the year with 

a raffl e — fi rst prize is 
season’s tickets for the 
2010/2011 season. This 
year there will also be a 
survey for folks to give 
feedback and sugges-
tions. 

As Meghan How-
croft proclaimed in a 
Driftwood review of 
last year’s gala: “For 
any islander who loves 
music, young or old, 
the gala is a not-to-be-
missed event that will 
leave you whistling all 
the way home, thanking 
your lucky stars that we 
live on this fi ne island 
and looking forward to 
next year’s show.”

Tickets ($15) can be 

hard to come by for this 
traditionally sold-out 
event. 

C h e c k  t h e  u s u a l 
outlets — Salt Spring 
Books, Stuff ‘n’ Non-
sense and Acoustic 
Planet — while sup-
plies last.

The show starts 7 
p.m. at Fulford Hall, 
Monday, March 29.
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121 Upper Ganges Rd.  250-537-4700

E
C
F

~ Simply Join Us ~
Elegant Easter

njoy the ease of Easter when you come celebrate with us.

hoose your appetizer, your entree and your dessert from our 
Easter menu, it's unique and sure to please.

armhouse Chicken Mousse, Beef Consomme, Glazed 
Glenwood Ham,  Braised Lamb, Gnocchi Primavera and 
Callebaut Dark Chocolate Mousse...
are just a few of your delectable choices.
A delicious three-course dinner, available
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Call or stop by to view the entire menu.
Menu is $39 per person.
Make your reservations soon.

Mexico City

The Russian Play

AArtSpring Presents

Two One-Act Plays  by Hannah Moscovitch

A comedy about Canadian 
tourists in Mexico

A dark romance set in
Stalinist Russia

Wednesday, March 31
Thursday, April 1
Friday, April 2
8 pm

Adults $24 | Youth $5

250.537.2102
www.artspring.ca

The Belfry Theatre has described Hannah Moscovitch as “the hottest Canadian 
playwright on the scene today.”

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
ART BEAT

Culture of war at Mute Traces exhibit
Heather Thomas 

and Deboragh 

Gainor at The 

Point Gallery

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Following its pat-
tern of the previous 
two years, the south 
end’s Point Gallery has 
opened its 2010 season 
with a show of a serious 
nature. 

Qualicum-based art-
ist Heather Thomas is 

featured on the main 
fl oor, showing work that 
“uses common objects 
altered, amended and 
positioned to question 
the culture of war in the 
21st  century, and the 
terrible consequences 
of what is so casually 
referred to as ‘collateral 
damage’.”

Thomas is known for 
featuring crutches in 
her installation art. The 
implements stand in 
not just for limbs lost to 
bombs and land mines, 
but for the victims 
themselves. As Point 
Gallery curator Marga-
ret Day observed, these 
victims are often not 
soldiers but civilians 
trying to live regular 
lives in war-torn loca-
tions.

For this show, crutch-
es in various heights 
stand upright in line 
across the back wall of 
the gallery. Each crutch 
is wrapped in a thick 
lead band symbolizing 
the victim’s inability to 
escape their predica-
ment: to lose a limb is 
fi nal. 

Nearby, an installa-
tion on the fl oor groups 

over 100 objects (made 
f r o m  j e l l y  m o l d s ) 
altered to look like 
cluster bombs and gre-
nades. Their bulbous, 
ridged forms in some 
ways resemble extra 
large candies like lico-
rice drops — perhaps 
it’s their shape that 
makes them so attrac-
tive to the children who 
pick them, with tragic 
consequences. 

T h e  b o m b  m o t i f 
is repeated in a large 
d i p t y c h  c o m p o s e d 
of two square panels. 
Thomas has embed-
ded real ball bearings 
in the left panel’s black 
background. Paint-
ings of light wire snake 
through in tense swirls, 
portraying the insides 
of one of these bombs. 
On the right, a polished 
wood panel is the back-
drop for a painting of a 
cluster bomb in black-
ish green.

In contrast to the 
t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l 
bomb objects, the dip-
tych’s imagery seems 
organic in form but 
contains a sense of 
menace. The left pan-
el’s frenetic, malicious 
energy is matched by 
the right’s portrayal of 
the bomb as a decay-
ing, toxic fruit.

Thomas invokes her 
own history as an army 
brat in Nova Scotia with 

fi ve circular rugs hung 
as a wall piece. Two 
of the rugs are woven 
according to the “Hit 
and Miss” pattern, the 
actual name for a tradi-
tional method of using 
up yarn ends. Alternat-
ing with these are rugs 
with military imagery: a 
target and two different 
types of bombs. Day 
revealed that the rugs’ 
size matches exactly 
the seat of a captain’s 
chair, a reference to 
military housing where 
furniture was dictated 
by rank.

Mute Traces, the exhi-
bition’s title piece, is an 
installation of a gauzy 
curtain hung from the 
ceiling as if around a 
hospital bed. The satin 
edging at the bottom is 
embossed with words 
taken from a poem 
from Holocaust survi-
vor Paul Celan: “Deep 
in time’s crevasse / by 
the alveolate / waits, a 
crystal of breath / your 
irreversible / witness.” 

The curtain is bead-
ed with small metal 
p r o j e c t i l e s ,  w h i c h 
Thomas placed in the 
pattern of radioactive 
material scattered by 
nuclear bomb tests in 
Nevada. The curtain 
symbolizes symptoms 
that trauma victims 
experience, such as an 
inability to distinguish 

between past and pres-
ent events.

Throughout Thom-
as’ work the criticism 
of war is clearly evi-
dent. By leaving out 
the human victims she 
protests on behalf of, 
she creates a ghostly 
emptiness where peo-
ple are gone and only 
objects are left. She 
calls attention to and 
thereby upturns war’s 
central tenet that indi-
viduals are expendable 
and interchangeable. 

Deboragh Gainor’s 
installation of small 
clay fi gures called The 
Crowd is showing in 
the gallery’s upstairs 
space.  The f igures, 
in earth tones of yel-
low, brown and terra 
cotta,  are arranged 
on six high pedestals, 
facing forward with 
faces slightly upturned 
towards the viewer. In 
groups of two or three, 
there is one lone fi gure 
slightly ahead of the 
rest at the front of the 
group.

Standing at about 
eight to 10 inches tall, 
the fi gures are rarely dis-
tinctly male or female. 
Their legs are not artic-
ulated and appear rath-
er to extend through 
full length gowns. Their 
faces are also not clearly 
defi ned and many don’t 
have mouths, making 
expression hard to read. 
Despite their indistinct 
forms there is some-
thing animate that gives 
the figures personality 
and the feeling they are, 
in fact, alive.

According to the 
artist’s statement the 
piece changes with 
every installation. In 
this case it appears that 
the crowd is witness-
ing an event or visita-
tion — seen with rev-
erence but not awe. It 
would be interesting 
to see how the figures 
suggest other events or 
emotions in different 
arrangements.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

The Crowd, by Deboragh Gainer.
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ArtSpring Ticket Centre
250.537.2102

Victoria Collegium @ Artspring

The best of the best of young musicians from the Victoria Conservatory 
of Music present a varied programme of music for piano, string quartet, 
and other classical ensembles. Hear tomorrow’s musical stars today. 
Special guest performance by our own Rylan Gajek.

Sunday, March 28 2:30 pm

Tickets only
$12 adults, $5 youth

BOOK LAUNCH
Monday, March 29th

7:00 pm
at Bruce’s Kitchen

SSI Raging Grannies
in attendance
Refreshments
Come out and join us!
Proceeds go to Copper Kettle Community Partnership SSI

Some Encouraging Words

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Salt Spring Realty 

Kerry Chalmers
250.537.5515

kerrychalmers@saltspring.com
www.saltspring-realestate.com

To discuss your
Real Estate options or for 
a Complimentary Market 
Evaluation, call today!

ARTLORE 
Specializing in interior painting,

fi ne fi nishing, murals and art. 
Call Lore now for your consultation.  

25 years experience.

250-538-1990

PhotographyPhotographic Solutions

johncameron.ca

saltspringphotos.com

logo_ad_2009.ai   11/12/09   6:25:51 PM

YOUNG PERFORMERS 

Gajek chosen for National 
Youth Orchestra of Canada
Local cellist also on 

Sunday concert roster 

Sixteen-year-old Salt Spring cellist 
Rylan Gajek was recently accepted into 
the National Youth Orchestra of Canada 
for its 50th anniversary season.

The orchestra is open to any advanced 
musician from ages 16-28, with a live 
recorded audition process held in late 
January in major cities across Canada. 

The results were announced March 
15. 

Among the record number of 623 
applicants, only 10 cellists were select-
ed from across the country to take part 
in the 90-piece orchestra, whose CD of 
last year’s repertoire was nominated for 
a Juno Award. 

This summer, Gajek will travel to 
London, Ontario, where he will endure 
a gruelling schedule which includes 
a one-week chamber music session, 
three weeks of intensive rehearsal with 
the orchestra and three weeks of tour-
ing across Canada. 

He was also accepted to study at the 
prestigious International Morningside 
Music Bridge Academy in Calgary this 
summer, but had to make a tough deci-
sion and choose between the two. 

Gajek maintains a busy schedule as 
principal cellist of the Greater Victoria 
Youth Orchestra, a member of the Gulf 
Islands School of the Performing Arts, 
and performing in competitions and 
concerts. He recently won first place 
in the Louis Sherman Concerto Com-
petition where he performed twice in 
Victoria and Sidney the Haydn C Major 
Cello Concerto with the Victoria Cham-
ber Orchestra.

Islanders can hear Gajek on Sunday, 
March 28 at a Victoria Collegium con-
cert of young performers at ArtSpring. 
The concert features musicians from 
the Victoria Conservatory’s enrichment 
program, playing an exciting recital of 
music for string quartets, piano trios, 
piano soloists and more. Showtime is 
2:30 p.m. 

Tickets are only $12 for adults and $5 
for youth.

ArtSpring set to host work by
acclaimed Canadian playwright
Halifax’s 2b theatre 

presents Moskovitch’s 

Mexico City and The 

Russian Play

BY GEORGE SIPOS
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Playwright Hannah Mosko-
vitch, author of Mexico City and 
The Russian Play, which will 
be presented at ArtSpring on 
March 31, April 1 and 2, came 
to writing plays the uncomfort-
able way.

Enrolled as an acting student 
at the National Theatre School 
in Montreal, she was called 
in to see the NTS director at 
the end of her second year. He 
suggested she should consider 
switching to the school’s writ-
ing stream. 

“I was crushed,” she recalled 
in a recent Globe & Mail inter-
view. “I was so insulted. I felt he 
was wrong.”

But switch she did, and a 
scant few years later she has 
emerged, at age 31, as one of 
Canada’s  most  interesting 
and most praised young play-
wrights. 

Her NTS mentor Sheldon 
Rosen had this to say about her 
in the same Globe & Mail pro-
file: “Most writers have either 

an emotional insight into their 
characters or an intellectual 
insight. What makes Hannah 
special is that she has both. So 
she’s able to create real charac-
ters in intelligent circumstanc-
es.” 

Moskovitch’s biggest hit so far 
has been East of Berlin, a story 
about the son of a Nazi who 
falls in love with the daughter of 
a Holocaust victim. 

At ArtSpring, Halifax’s 2b the-

atre company presents two of 
Moskovitch’s shorter plays. 

The Russian Play tells the story 
of a naïve young Russian girl who 
falls in love unwisely and gets 
caught up in the corruption of 
the Stalinist era. 

Last week’s Times Colonist 
praised the production, which 
has just finished a short run at 
the Belfry, as “simultaneously 
funny and deeply affecting.”

Mexico City, the other half of 
the ArtSpring evening, is an ear-
lier, much lighter script about a 
bickering Canadian couple on 
holiday in Mexico.

It’s so refreshing to see a 
young playwright unafraid of 
tackling classical storytelling in 
her work, and unafraid of plac-
ing big human issues on the 
stage — and of course pulling it 
off with élan.

ArtSpring has programmed 
three performances of Mosko-
vitch’s plays on the expectation 
that local audiences will not 
want to miss the work of this 
fi ne young writer. 

All three start at 8 p.m. and 
run Wednesday, March 31, and 
Thursday and Friday, April 1 
and 2. Note that April 2 is Good 
Friday and the ticket centre 
250-537-2102 will not be open 
during the day but will open an 
hour before the show.

PHOTO BY SUSAN LUNDY

FAST FINGERS: 

Foggy Hogtown Boys 

storm the stage at 

Fulford Hall with fl ying 

fi ngers and foot-stomp-

ing tunes. The Toronto-

based band played to 

an appreciative crowd 

Sunday night.

ON STAGE

Hannah Moskovitch



B4 |  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2010  |  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

APPLE PHOTO
6-121 McPhillips Avenue • 537-9917

e: applephoto@saltspring.com

APPLE PHOTO’s
15th Birthday Sale

March 24 - April 1 (no fooling!)

THANKS FOR 15 YEARS OF SUPPORT!
Bob, Jean & all the staff

SALE! On all Frames & Albums 30% off

SALE!   On colour copying/printing  39¢ 

SALE!  On Photo Enlargements   8 x 12...$5.99 
8 x 10...$4.99 
5 x 7 ....$1.49

APPLE’S ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENT
From the beginning, Apple has taken pride in environmental and recycling efforts and we support earth-
friendly causes.  We have an environmental science background (not marketing), so NO GREENWASH, only 
genuine earth-responsible printing.

SHOW ALL YOUR FRIENDS!
Laminating, document binding, custom 
framing, dry-mounting, shrink-wrapping.

Letter size
(32 lb. paper)

matt, gloss
or pearl

TAKE THAT GREAT PHOTO!
NIKON and FUJI DEALER. We carry batteries, memory 
cards, camera bags, fi lm (still!), recyclable cameras.

PRINT THAT GREAT PHOTO!
Full colour, spot colour, black & white printing and 
large-format printing.
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THE WRITE OCCASION
Two Weddings, a Job and a Funeral
Experienced writer/reporter available to convey, through 

words, the uniqueness of life’s signifi cant moments.
• Wedding vows & anniversaries
• Obituaries (people & pets)
• Résumés
•  Publicity, grant proposals, annual reports 
   & whenever your words need to be unforgettable!

Gayle Mavor/250.537.7465
thewriteoccasion@gmail.com

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 250.537.2362
SMART CASUAL DRESS | 160 UPPER GANGES ROAD

RE-OPENING
FRIDAY, APRIL 2

Indulge
NEW DINNER FORMAT

Three- or four-course menus available nightly
Single seating (7pm) spring and fall and two
seatings (6pm and 8pm) during the summer.

Three-course lunches available for a minimum
of four guests with 24 hours notice.

2010 SUNDAY BRUNCHES
Easter Sunday, April 4th

and Mother’s Day, May 9th

www.treehousecafe.ca              ph 250-537-5379

Come enjoy live music in our toasty, warm, 
heated patio every Friday and Saturday 
night from 5 till 8 pm.

Thurs. Mar. 25: Mark Reeves
Fri. Mar. 26: Harry Warner & 
 Jo Lundstrom
Sat. Mar. 27: Denny McCue
Fri. Apr. 2:  Tom and Scout Upex
Sat. Apr. 3:  Julia Beattie

Open  Sun-Thurs  8am-7pm
 Fri and Sat 8am-8pm

Bennies every day

Here’s my card...
True NorthTrue North

SatellitesSatellitesExpressvuExpressvu
Satellite TV
250-537-1705250-537-1705

REPTILE 
DESIGN

Leigh Sturgess

• Slate • Ceramic • Limestone • Granite

• 30 Years Serving the Gulf Islands

Free Estimates • Art Projects Welcome

Creating Mold-Free Living • Quality Assured

t: 250.538.0362

e: reptile.sturgess0@gmail.com

250-537-4369 #6 Merchant Mews

315 Upper Ganges Rd.

Blue Velvet
Upholstering
DRAPERY, SLIPCOVERS

& UPHOLSTERY

Residential &
Commerical Filling

Tank Sales
& Rentals

Wayne Wrigley
250-537-2006

146 Oakspring Rd
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S8

- Elizabeth -- Elizabeth -Unisex, Manicures, Pedicures, Nail Enhancement, Unisex, Manicures, Pedicures, Nail Enhancement, Nail Art, Acrylic and Gel!Nail Art, Acrylic and Gel!Weddings, Graduation, Holidays, or just for fun!!Weddings, Graduation, Holidays, or just for fun!!250-930-6822 (home)  250-532-5467 (cell)250-930-6822 (home)  250-532-5467 (cell)

Fingers & Toes
Salt Spring Nail Care

Solace Spa
BRENDA 

AKERMAN
Independent 

Beauty Consultant

Product recommendations 
Product recommendations 

based on your skin type! 
based on your skin type! 

Personalized beauty!
Personalized beauty!

Salt Spring Island, BC 250-930-4997
www.marykay.ca/bakerman

CONTACT  ERIN JORY  CONTACT  ERIN JORY  
250-537-9933 250-537-9933 

FOR ADVERTISING SPACEFOR ADVERTISING SPACE

PHOTO BY SUSAN LUNDY

SOUL SOUND: 

Vocalist David Hallam 

gets into the music as 

Lane 31 gets Moby’s 

Pub hopping on Friday 

night.

ART TOUR

Easter Art event returns 
with headliner Klemm
Major retrospective survey 

fi rst ever 

Salt Spring’s Easter Art Tour returns 
next weekend with 40 participating 
galleries, special exhibits and open 
studios. The tour runs from Friday, 
April 2 until Sunday April 4, and a 
map can be picked up for a small 
donation at historic Mahon Hall. 

The Easter Art Tour is sponsored 
by the Salt Spring Arts Council and 
organized for 2010 by Anthony Mat-
thews and Gillian McConnell. Mat-
thews notes the tour has grown each 
year since its inception when a spec-
tacular exhibit by Diana Dean, Salt 
Spring’s doyenne of painters, helped 
launch the idea for its fi rst season. 

Now in its fourth year, the tour is 
being put on the cultural map with 
Eric Klemm: 2004-2010. The major 
retrospective survey is the fi rst ever 
for this internationally known pho-
tographic artist. 

Matthews said the Easter Art Tour 
was born out of a response to the 
well-known Salt Spring Studio Tour. 

“While that tour focuses on fine 
craft and artisan food, the Easter 
Art Tour’s focus is on fi ne art, sculp-

ture and photography. Many of the 
participants do not normally open 
their studios to the public, so this 
tour provides a rare understanding 
of how they work. While there will be 
fi nished work for sale, tour-goers will 
also see work in progress and be able 
to speak with the artists,” Matthews 
states in a press release.

Ganges’ commercial galleries are 
also participating locations and most 
will be open Sunday, a day they are 
usually closed at this time of year. 
Six alternative exhibits in cafes and 
bookstores are also planned. 

“Art is everywhere,” said Matthews. 
“Don’t have a map? Don’t worry. If 
you see an acid green balloon dan-
gling by a fence post or driveway, that 
is the marker for an open studio.”

Feature artist Eric Klemm, whose 
work will be exhibited at Mahon 
Hall throughout the weekend, has 
enjoyed tremendous critical success 
on the international level. His series 
Silent Warriors has won numerous 
awards and been exhibited world-
wide. Art lovers are invited to meet 
Klemm and the tour participants at 
the wine and cheese opening recep-
tion on Saturday, April 3 from 6-9 
p.m. at Mahon Hall.

DANCE 

Top-level dancer, instructor
ready for Salt Spring students
Matt Waldie on island for 

workshops
Workshops from one of the hottest 

names in Canadian dance will be 
offered on Salt Spring this week for 
teens and adults and at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School.

Matthew Waldie, a dancer with 
Vancouver’s Move: the company, 
will lead two jazz dance workshops 
through the Salt Spring Arts Acad-
emy — one for ages 13 and up, and 
one for adults — on Sunday, March 
28. 

Then on Monday, March 29 Waldie 
will teach GISS and Gulf Islands 
School for the Performing Arts dance 
students. 

Waldie, who is originally from Vic-
toria, trained at Sinclair Academy of 
Performing Arts, then the Royal Win-
nipeg Ballet School’s Professional 
Division Program, from which he 
graduated in 2003. 

He performed with the Toronto 
Dance Theatre for six seasons, where 
he helped create roles in several  
original works.

Independently, Waldie has danced 
in works by Sylvie Bouchard, Zhe-
nya Cerneacov, Miread Filgate, Kate 

Franklin, Tina Fushell, D.A. Hoskins, 
Harvey Meller, Jorden Morris, Bruce 
Monk, Brodie Stevenson, Anisa Tej-
par, and Meredith Thompson. He 
has also performed with “blackand-
blue” dance projects, Royal Winnipeg 
Ballet Company, Discovery Dance 
and for Queen Elizabeth’s Golden 
Jubilee.  

He has also been featured in 
dance films, many of which have 
been included in fi lm festivals across 
North America.  Waldie’s teaching 
experience ranges from stints with 
the Toronto Dance Theatre (school 
and company), Move: the company, 
the Royal City Youth Ballet, Dance 
Teq, Westcoast Academy of Perform-
ing Arts and many workshops across 
North America.  

He has choreographed works 
throughout Canada, including for 
Nuit Blanche, Luminato Toronto, 
Series 8:08 Season Finale, At The 
Wrecking Ball, Full Scale Revolution, 
In A White Room, Milk and Honey, 
Orchestra Toronto, and the Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet School.

People should register online 
(www.saltspringartsacademy.ca) for 
the March 28 academy workshops, 
or call 250-537-4294 for more info. 

Do you have something to 
say about a story or letter?
Comment on-line
@ gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   



What’s On This Week
Wed.Wed.

Mar. 24

Easter Dinner at...

121 Upper Ganges Rd.    250-537-4700

SALT SPRING’S ONLY AUDUBON ECO-RATED ACCOMMODATION

Live Music 
every weekend in our 

lounge from 6:30 - 9pm 
Friday, March 26th

Sue Newman & Tom Bowler

Saturday, March 27th
Peter Taschuk & Ian Van Wyck

Wines by the Glass
$1.00 OFF 

during live music

Come enjoy the best food 
on the Island!

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certifi ed by the
Space Foundation

Squeeze Me!!Squeeze Me!!

1-800-8874321
www.tempurcanada.com

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada

Sun.Sun.
Mar. 28
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at Central Hall call 537-4656 for showtimes & info     www.thefritz.ca     May 16 - May 20   at Central Hall call 250-537-4656 for showtimes & info  www.thefritz.ca  Fri. Mar. 26 to Tues. Mar 30

Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues. 7 pmFri. Sat. Mon. Tues. 7 pm
Sun. special 4 pm & 6:30 pmSun. special 4 pm & 6:30 pm

1 hr 28 mins
Rating: G

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT   ACTIVITIES

 CINEMA

What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

w w w. g u l f i s l a n d s t o u r i s m . co m / c a l e n d a r. h t m

How to Train Your Dragon — A Viking teenager named Hiccup lives on the island of Berk, where 
fighting dragons is a way of life. The teen’s smarts and offbeat sense of humor don’t sit too well with 
his tribe or its chief . . . who just happens to be Hiccup’s father. However, when Hiccup is included in 
Dragon Training with the other Viking teens, he sees his chance to prove he has what it takes to be 
a fighter. But when he encounters (and ultimately befriends) an injured dragon, his world is flipped 
upside down, and what started out as Hiccup’s one shot to prove himself turns into an opportunity 
to set a new course for the future of the entire tribe.
Coming soon to The Fritz: Alice in Wonderland and Greenzone.

Gumboot Gala.
Annual SS Folk Club wind-up 
concert and fundraiser. Fulford 
Hall. 7 p.m.

Some Encouraging Words.
Copper Kettle fundraising 
book launch at Bruce’s Kitchen. 
Refreshments. 7 p.m.
SSI Public Library 
Association.
AGM at SSI United Church 
lower hall. 3:30 p.m.
SS Voice of Women for 
Peace.
Recent Afghan Tea fundraiser 
update, national VOW 50th 
celebration, general meeting 
at 440 Old Scott Road. 1 p.m. 
New members welcome.

Palliative Care Forum.
We Have Never Died Like This 
public forum with Katherine 
Murray. Lions Hall. 7 to 9 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Thurs.Thurs.
Mar. 25

Who’s Under Where? Comedy by Marcia Kash 
and Doug Hughes. Salt Spring Community 
Theatre production. Mahon Hall. 8 p.m.
Death of a Clown. ITSAZOO Productions 
presents the play by Sebastien Archibald. 
ArtSpring. 8 p.m.
Harry Warner and Jo Lundstrom.
Live music at the Tree House Cafe. 5 to 8 p.m. 
The Broken Strings. Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m. 
Sue Newman and Tom Bowler. Live music at 
the Harbour House Hotel. 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Gulf Islands Driftwood 50th Anniversary 
Celebration. Historic displays, cake, 
refreshments, draw for an ounce of gold (4 
p.m.), prizes for best Driftwood paper costume. 
ArtSpring gallery. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Salt Spring Zen Circle. Weekend retreat starts 
tonight at the Gatehouse at 7 p.m. Info: Rowan 
Percy, 250-537-2831.
SS Water Council. Meets at Lions Hall. 10 a.m.
Rollerblading. Fulford Hall. 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Acrylic Painting - All Levels. Three-day 
workshop presented by Nancy O’Toole begins. 
SS Painters Guild. Info/register: Maggie, 250-
537-0887; margiro@mac.com 
Intro to Ecstatic Alchemy. 
Kundalini Dance. Core Inn 3rd fl oor. 7-9 p.m.

Fri.Fri.
Mar. 26

  LIVE ENTERTAINBMENT

Sat.Sat.
Mar. 27

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

 EXHIBITIONS

Mon.Mon.
Mar.29

Tues.Tues.
Mar.30

  ACTIVITIES

Seniors Social Afternoon.
At SS Seniors Services Society. 2 
to 3:30 p.m.
Late French Immersion 
Program Info Night. For 
parents and students interested 
in Sept. 2010 entry into the 
Grade 6 program at SIMS. In the 
SIMS library. 7 p.m.
Favourite Uncommon 
Ornamentals at Home & 
in the Wild. SS Garden Club 
talk by Sue Milliken and Kelly 
Dobson at Community Gospel 
Chapel. 7 p.m. 

Wed.Wed.
Mar.31

Who’s Under Where? Community 
Theatre play. 2 p.m. matinee. 
Victoria Collegium. Victoria 
Conservatory of Music musicians, 
including a guest performance by 
Salt Spring’s Rylan Gajek on cello. 
ArtSpring. 2:30 p.m.
QuintEssential.
Live jazz at Moby’s. 7 p.m.

Island Comfort Quilts 
Community Quilting Bee. At the 
Farmers Institute. 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Info/volunteer: Marguerite, 250-537-
5302; islandcomfortquilts@shaw.ca
Jazz Dance Workshops.
Presented by SS Arts Academy with 
Matthew Waldie. Info: 250-537-4294 
or www.saltspringartsacademy.ca
2012 Enlightened Book Signing.
With author Brad Carrigan at 
Windfl ower Moon. 1 to 3 p.m.
SS United Euro Challenge Cup.
Soccer tourney for U8 to U11 at 
Portlock Park. 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Who’s Under Where? Salt Spring 
Community Theatre production. Mahon Hall. 2 
p.m. matinee and 8 p.m.
Denny Mccue. Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 5 to 8 p.m.
Donny Brook & The Haymakers.
Live music at Moby’s. 8 p.m.
Hamlet - Met Opera Live in HD.
ArtSpring. 10 a.m. (Check for ticket availability 
in advance.)
Peter Taschuk. Live music at the Harbour 
House Hotel. 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Sole Music. Dance to The Relatives’ live 
band at Meaden Hall. Fundraiser for the SS 
Dragonboat Club. Doors at 7:30 p.m.  

2012 Enlightened.
Multi-media seminar with Brad Carrigan. 
ArtSpring. 8 p.m. 
Salt Spring Cooperative Preschool.
Open House at the school on Aldous Road. 10 
a.m. to noon. Info: Clare, 250-538-8416
SS United Euro Challenge Cup.
Soccer tourney for U8 to U11 at Portlock Park. 
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Sounder Sleep Workshop.
At Cats Pajamas Studio. 1 to 4 p.m. Info: Anna, 
250-537-5681; anna@bonesforever.com

  ACTIVITIES

Mexico City & The Russian 
Play.
Halifax-based 2b theatre’s 
production of two one-act 
plays by Canadian playwright 
Hannah Moscovitch. ArtSpring. 
8 p.m.

CA Activity. 
SSI Painters’ Guild Workshop 
with Nancy O’Toole. ArtSpring. 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Info/
register: Maggie, 250-537-
0887; margiro@mac.com

Congratulations Karen
Thanks for choosing Discovery Honda; we are 
certain that you will love your new Honda Fit.

- Guy Jones

6466 Bell McKinnon Road, Duncan 
250-748-5814 Open Mon.-Sat. 8:00 am - 6:00 pm    www.discoveryhonda.com Karen Reiss of Salt Spring Island with her 2010 Honda Fit

  ACTIVITIES

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

  ACTIVITIES

MARCH SPRING SPECIAL
20% off Orthotics (custom made on Island)

Call for an appointment or a free informational visit

Get mobilefor Spring!

• Point Gallery: In the upper gallery is The Crowd, terra cottas by Deboragh Gainor. Lower 
gallery is Mute Traces, an installation by Heather Thomas. Show closes April 10. Walk-in 
entrance on South Ridge Drive in Fulford. More information: 250-653-0089.
• Margaret Briggs has a retrospective show of her paintings at Island Savings Credit Union 
until the end of April.
• Starfish Gallery & Studio is featuring new work from local photographers Gillean Proctor, 
Susan Huber, Ken Ketchum, Skip Smith and emerging artist Anais La Rue.
• Expose: Alanda Nay with Emily McPhee is the March exhibit at Salt Spring Coffee 
Company in Ganges. 
• The Salt Spring Painters’ Guild shows an exhibit of flowers in the ArtSpring lobby for the 
month of March. 
• J. Mitchell Gallery — soon to be known as Gallery 8 — has re-opened its doors in Grace Point 
Square with a fresh new look.
• Cafe Talia features native eagle masks, drums and oars by Halukwii from Nitinaht Lake, B.C. 
• Shari Macdonald shows new photos at Jana’s Bake Shop.

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic. Hosted by Stephanie 
Rhodes at The Local. 8 p.m.
Blues Night. With Soul 
Shakedown & Friends at Moby’s. 
8 p.m.
Mark Reeves. Live music at the 
Tree House. 5 to 8 p.m.

Circus! Free open house for 
Community Ed circus course. 
Hosted by Semance. Mahon Hall. 
7-9 p.m.
Ecological Education 
Centre Info Night. To gather 
expressions of interest in the 
program for middle school 
students. SIMS Library. 7 p.m.
Natural Dyes From Local 
Sources. A Weavers and Spinners 
Guild presentation with speaker 
Solange Desormeaux. ArtSpring, 
10:30 a.m.
Travel in Iceland. SS Trail & 
Nature Club presentation by Barry 
and Sheila Spence. SS United 
Church lower hall. 7:30 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Who’s Under Where?
Comedy by Marcia Kash and Doug Hughes

SS Community Theatre Production
March 26th - 8pm 

March 27th & 28th - 2pm & 8pm 
Mahon Hall

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

March 26th - 8pm
March 27th - 2pm & 8pm

March 28th - 2 pm
Mahon Hall
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HIGH ON LUXURY. LOW ON MONTHLY PAYMENTS.

2010 RX 350
2010 IS 250 RWD
(AWD AVAILABLE) 

2010 ES 350
2010 HS 250h

metrolexusvictoria.com

FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES, LEASE APR IS

FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES, FINANCE APR IS

MRSP

CASH PURCHASE
ADJUSTMENT

CASH PURCHASE
PRICE

INCLUDES FREIGHT/PDI 

$  2,000‡

$  34,295†

 $  36,295†

5.93%§

6.25%§

$378*IS MTH
2.9%***

LEASE OR FINANCE 
FOR UP TO 36 MONTHS

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT*
DOWN PAYMENT $6,031*

OR

CASH PURCHASE
PRICE

INCLUDES FREIGHT/PDI 

 FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES, LEASE APR IS

FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES, FINANCE APR IS

MRSP

CASH PURCHASE
ADJUSTMENT

$  3,000‡

$  40,845†

$  43,845†

5.93%§

6.98%§

DOWN PAYMENT $5,429*
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT*

2.9%***

LEASE OR FINANCE 
FOR UP TO 48 MONTHS

MTH

$498*ES
OR $48,795†MSRP

RX DOWN PAYMENT $6,834*
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT*

3.9%***

LEASE OR FINANCE 
FOR UP TO 48 MONTHS

$538*
MTH

APR

INCLUDES FREIGHT/PDI FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES, LEASE APR IS

FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES, FINANCE APR IS

MRSP

CASH PURCHASE
ADJUSTMENT

CASH PURCHASE
PRICE

INCLUDES FREIGHT/PDI 

$  2,000‡

$  39,795†

 $  41,795†

6.11%§

6.75%§

OR

HS DOWN PAYMENT $8,153*
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT*

3.9%***

LEASE OR FINANCE 
FOR UP TO 48 MONTHS

H
Y

B
R

ID $418*
MTH

$2,000^
TAX REDUCTION UP TO: 

PLUS YOU CAN RECEIVE:

 INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW LEXUS HS 250h.
TAKE $4,000 OFF WITH A $2,000 GOVERNMENT 

REBATE, PLUS $2,000 CASH INCENTIVE. 

31263 MV-0010-1003-1   1 3/3/10   5:34:59 PM

METRO LEXUS 625 Frances Avenue, Victoria (250) 386-3516

31263 MV-0010-1003-1   1 3/3/10   5:34:59 PM

Vehicles shown may include optional equipment at additional costs. †MSRPs for 2010 IS 250 RWD Sfx ‘A’ manual transmission /2010 HS 250h Sfx ‘A’/2010 ES 350/2010 RX 350 Sfx ‘A’ are $36,295/$41,795/$43,845/48,795 and include $1,895 freight/PDI. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. ‡$2,000 Cash 
Incentive offer available on IS 250/IS 350 and 2010 HS 250h models and $3,000 Cash Incentive offer available on 2010 ES 350 models consist of a Cash Incentive which is not available to customers who lease or purchase through Lexus Financial Services at a special rate of interest offered by Lexus as part of a low rate interest program. 
All advertised lease and finance rates are special rates. Lease, finance and/or Cash purchase Incentive offers take place at the time of delivery. See your Lexus dealer for whether tax applies before or after the application of cash purchase incentives in your jurisdiction.^Up to $2,000 tax reduction available on 2010 HS 250h models 
and will be deducted from the tax payable and will be applied at the time of purchase/lease.*Lease and finance limited time offers are provided through Lexus Financial Services, on approved credit to qualified retail customers. Lease and finance rates vary by model. 2.9% lease/financing APR available on all new Lexus 2010 IS 250/
IS 350 models and 2010 ES 350 models. 3.9% lease/financing APR available on all new Lexus 2010 HS 250h and 2010 RX 350 models. *Representative lease example based on a 2010 IS 250 RWD Sfx ‘A’ manual transmission/2010 RX 350 Sfx ‘A’ on a 36/48 month term at 2.9%/3.9% APR and MSRP of $36,295/$48,795 
and includes freight/PDI. Monthly payment is $378/$538 with $6,031/$6,834 down payment or equivalent trade in, $0 security deposit and first monthly payment due at lease inception; Total lease obligation is $19,639/$32,658 ; Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra; 60,000/96,000 kilometre allowance; charge 
of $0.20/km for excess kilometres. **Representative finance example based on a 2010 IS 250 RWD Sfx ‘A’ manual transmission/2010 RX 350 Sfx ‘A’on a 48/48 month term at 2.9%/3.9% APR and MSRP of $36,295/$48,795 and includes freight/PDI; Monthly payment is $691/$987 with $5,000/$5,000 down payment or 
equivalent trade in; Cost of borrowing is $1,888/$3,576 for a total obligation of $38,183/$52,371 . Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. §ES/IS/HS lease and purchase APRs include the Cash Purchase Incentive which is only available to customers who do not lease or purchase finance through Lexus Financial Services at a 
special rate, as a cost of borrowing. Limited time offers only apply to retail customers at participating Lexus dealers.  Lexus Dealers are free to set their own prices. May require factory order. Offers are subject to change without notice.  Offers expire at month’s end unless extended or revised. Please see your Lexus Dealer for complete details.

31263 MV-0010-1003-1   1 3/3/10   5:34:59 PM

ISLAND WHEELS
a  d r i f t w o o d  g u i d e  t o  i s l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s a l e s ,  s e r v i c e ,  a c c e s s o r i e s  a n d  m o r e !

NEW CAR REVIEW

Lexus hopes green is the ‘in’ colour with luxury buyers
HS 250h is fi rst dedicated hybrid in 

the Lexus lineup

BY LORNE DRURY
M E T R O L A N D  N E W S P A P E R S

C A R G U I D E  M A G A Z I N E

WINNIPEG, Man.- Lexus has expanded its 
hybrid lineup with the world’s fi rst hybrid-only 
luxury car, the 2010 HS 250h sedan.

This new sedan, based on the fl agship Avensis 
platform from Europe, is the fourth hybrid in the 
Lexus fl eet, but the fi rst to be designed from the 
ground up as a gas-electric hybrid. It is on sale 
now at Canadian Lexus dealers.

According to Stephen Beatty, managing director 
of Toyota Canada, the HS 250h allows luxury buy-
ers to have the best of both worlds — the luxury of 
a Lexus sedan combined with a green footprint.

“New luxury consumers are people that fi rst and 
foremost want a luxury vehicle,” said Beatty.

“But when they enjoy that experience they also 
want to feel good about doing their part to mini-
mize their environmental footprint . . . by substan-
tially reducing their luxury vehicle’s fuel consump-
tion and tailpipe emissions.

In other words, it allows luxury buyers to have 
their cake and eat it too.

Lexus and Toyota have been at the forefront of 
the hybrid market, selling more than two million 
hybrids worldwide (including more than 184,000 
Lexus models).

They believe that hybrid is the way of the future, 
noting at the HS 250h introduction that luxury 
automakers that advocated non-hybrid alterna-
tives to the conventional gasoline-powered vehi-

Lexus HS 250h sedan: the world’s fi rst hybrid-only luxury car.LEXUS  continued on B9
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1.866.980.2839     w w w.volvoofvic toria .com

VOLVO OF VICTORIA

2007 VOLVO C70 T5 CONVERTIBLE
ONLY  23,000 KMS. 

WAS $41,995

NOW $39,888 STK# 85686

2007 MERCEDES C230
ONLY 58,800 KM

BLOWOUT PRICED 

$24,762 STK#85676

2006 SMART CONVERTIBLE
FUN, FUEL MISER

BLOWOUT PRICED 

$11,854 STK#85700

2006 HONDA CIVIC SI COUPE
LOW KM, SPORTY, 6SPD

BLOWOUT PRICED 

$18,652 STK#85560-1

2007 VOLVO S40 T5 
AUTO.,  MANAGERS DEMO, ONLY 

47,708 KM. BLOWOUT PRICED 

$22,880 STK#27062

2006 VOLVO XC90
VERSATILE SUV WITH FULL TIME 

AWD, LUXURY PACKAGE, REAR DVD 
FOR THE KIDS. BLOWOUT PRICED 

$36,874 STK#85698

BEDDIS ROAD GARAGE
181A Beddis Rd.            250-537-4122          cell 538-8971

Spring is Here!
Now’s the time to:

Remove snow tires • Change your oil • Check fl uids
Book early for all your spring servicing needs.

• Repairs & Service
• Licensed Mechanics
• Computer Diagnostics
• Domestic & Imports

Saltspring Auto Supply
106 Jackson Ave., 250-537-5507 GROUP Auto Parts Plus

See our experts for the 
following  & more:

• Oil Change Supplies
• Windshield Fluids
• FloorMats
• Tarps
• Wiper Blades

SPRING FORWARD
with these great deals: Open Sundays 10-4

Kenwood
KDCMP145
only $125

155 Piece
MECHANICS TOOL SET
only $12995

We have car audio 
install kits!

I S L A N D  W H E E L S

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Reisha Sarek is hoping to “cliff  her ride” in a contest.

ROAD SAFETY

Islander strives 
to ‘cliff her ride’
Contest could make 

island’s roads a safer place

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F 

A south-end resident is very close 
to making the island’s roads a safer 
place for all by having her rusty old 
beater launched off a cliff.

In exchange for her beat-up 1991 
Pontiac Firefly, organizers of the 
nation-wide “Cliff Your Ride” contest 
will give Reisha Sarek of Salt Spring a 
$30,000 credit to spend on any items 
advertised in the weekly AutoTrader 
publication.

All she has to do now is win.
“The idea is to convince an audi-

ence in an original and creative way 
why you and your beater car should 
be chosen as the grand-prize win-
ner,” she said.

Sarek is asking her fellow islanders 
to take a moment to help her beat 
out nearly 400 other contestants by 
voting for her entry at the contest’s 
website.

While they’re on the site, voters get 
the chance to see some of the ugliest, 
dirtiest and possibly most dangerous 
vehicles in the country.

Votes can be cast every day until 
the contest closes on April 9. The top 
20 entries advance to the fi nal stage 
and judges will choose the most cre-
ative and convincing entry on April 
12.

Whereas most entries consist of 
short paragraphs or speeches that 
explain why they should be chosen, 

Sarek is the only participant who put 
the effort into writing and perform-
ing a song for the contest.

Sarek’s music video describes how 
a broken ball-joint on her red Fire-
fl y nearly killed her and her young 
daughter.

“My mechanic said we could have 
died,” she said. “We must have had 
angels on our side.”

The video even includes shots of 
her embarrassed daughter reluctant-
ly approaching the vehicle in the 
parking lot at Fulford elementary, 
shots of a duct-taped sunroof, dis-
integrating muffler and rusted-out 
wheel wells.

Sarek said she’s received strong 
support from friends and acquain-
tances on the island since entering 
the contest. To make sure her video 
is selected, however, she wants more 
islanders to give her an extra push 
over the edge.

Voters are asked to register on the 
site, but Sarek said people need not 
worry about getting burdened with 
privacy concerns or spam.

“It’s for fairness purposes,” she 
said. “It’s completely safe.”

To vote for Sarek’s video, check out 
http://cliffyourride.autotrader.ca.

“My mechanic said we could 

have died.”

REISHA SAREK,
Contestant, Cliff Your Ride
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2940 Ed Nixon Terrace, Victoria, BC V9B 0B2 

250-475-1345 
SteveDraneHarley.com  l  Sales@SteveDraneHarley.com

NO EXCUSES!
Buy Now! ‘09 Rocker®, 
‘09 Cross Bones® or  
‘09 V-ROD® and get... 

STEVE DRANE 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON®

$2,000$2,000
In-Store In-Store 

CreditCredit

GET READY TO RIDE!

SALES 250-748-8144   1-800-461-5337
461 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan
Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm  • Saturday 8am - 5pm  • Sunday Noon - 3pm

bowmel.com.3 month /
5,000 km 
Warranty 

included with 
most vehicles!

SENIOR’S
SUNDAYS

Noon - 3pm
Shop in a  

casual relaxed 
atmosphere. 

Special Pricing 
for Seniors. 

CALL JOHN 
FOR DETAILS

MANAGERS  
SPECIAL       

SAVE
OVER

2008 Chrysler Town 
& Country Limited Van
        V6 • Auto • Fully loaded  

•             • Incl. Leather • Sunroof

                   • Only 13,000 km

     

View all our Pre-Owned Inventory at bowmel.com

$18,949

$12,995

$39,995 $22,995

$11,995 $19,995

2008 Chrysler 
Sebring

• V6 • Air • Tilt • Cruise • CD 
• Power group • Only 3,000 km
• Balance of warranty STK#08203

2005 Dodge Dakota
Extended Cab 4x4

• V8 • Auto • Power group
• Air • Only 60,000 km
 STK#D5608

• 6.7L Cummins Diesel • Auto
• Exhaust brake • Air • Power group 
• Only 42,000 km          STK#D5605

2007 Chrysler
300

• V6 • Auto • Loaded  
• Leather • Sunroof 
 STK#D5577

2001 Jeep TJ 
Sport SUV

• Tilt • CD • Hitch 
• 5 speed • 4WD 
• Only 94,000 km STK#10027B

1995 Toyota
Tacoma

• V6  • Auto • Tilt • Cruise
 • Only 149,000 km 
 STK#09171B      

bowmel.com     bowmel.com    bowmel.com     bowmel.com     bowmel.com     bowmel.com     bowmel.com     bowmel.com     bowmel.comb
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$5,995

2000 Ford
Taurus

• V6 • Auto • Power group 
• One owner 
• Only 108,000 km STK#5622A

$24,995

2007 Jeep
Liberty LTD

• V6 • Auto • Fully Loaded
• Incl. Leather • Sunroof
• Only 45,000 km STK#5565A

$10,995

2001 Honda
Accord

• 4 cyl • Auto • Power group 
• Sunroof • Local  car
• Only 135,000 km  STK#09062B

$14,900

2009 Nissan
Versa

• 4 door Hatchback • 4 cyl 
• Auto • Air • Power group
  STK#D5566

DIESEL
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SAVE
OVER

wn 
Van

oof

$$33,99533,995

Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm • Saturday 8am - 5pm • Sunday Noon - 3pm

STK#D5619

I S L A N D  W H E E L S

cle are now planning hybrid 
models.

And their research shows 
them that more than 60 per cent 
of buyers shopping in the entry 
luxury segment have been look-
ing for a hybrid-powered option. 
In 2008, about 10 per cent of 
Lexus sales were hybrids, led by 
the RX350h where 22 per cent of 
the 6,221 vehicles sold were the 
hybrid variety.

“Entry luxury vehicle shop-
pers told us they would have 
considered a hybrid, if one had 
been available in the segment,” 
said Sandy Di Felice, director 
Lexus in Canada.

The entry luxury market is also 
not to be sneezed at because it 
accounts for about 32,000 vehi-
cles a year.

“This one [the HS 250h] is huge-
ly important to us,” said Beatty.

“[The HS 250h] is opening up 
a huge slice of the luxury mar-
ketplace.”

So for the consumer with an 
environmental conscience, the 
HS 250h (HS stands for “Harmo-
nious Sedan”) starts at $39,900, 
$1,000 under the entry-level 
Lexus ES 350 gasoline-powered 
sedan, but above the IS model 
which starts at $33,050.

The HS has the Lexus Hybrid 
System featuring a 2.4-litre four-
cylinder engine (the first four-
cylinder in the Lexus lineup), 
which combined with a 141-hp 
drive motor produces a peak 
horsepower of 187. A second 
electric motor serves as engine 
starter and generator to charge 

the battery pack, located in the 
front portion of the trunk area.

Because of this, there is no fold 
down rear seat or pass through, 
but the HS does have more lug-
gage capacity than the full-size 
LS 600h and GS 450h thanks to 
modifi cations to the shape and 
size of the battery pack. The 
trunk can hold four golf bags 
or three suitcases, according to 
Lexus.

Like the dedicated hybrid 
Toyota Prius, the HS employs 
a number of “green” technolo-
gies aimed at reducing fuel con-
sumption.

This includes three additional 
driving modes — Power, Eco 
and EV settings — that deliver 
a choice of efficient or perfor-
mance driving in addition to the 
normal mode.

EV mode is electric only and 
can be used for short distances 
at low speeds.

Eco mode allows the driver 
to make fuel effi ciency a prior-
ity, while Power mode produces 
heightened engine response to 
accelerator input. This can be 

useful on mountain or winding 
roads.

Another feature is an exhaust 
heat recovery system that allows 
the gasoline engine to shut off 
four minutes earlier at -5 degrees 
C and results in an improvement 
of fuel effi ciency of about 7.2 per 
cent.

In addition, Lexus is making 
extensive use of plant-based 
ecological plastic and extended 
the use of recycled plastic.

Of course, safety is also at the 
forefront of any Lexus offering 
and the HS has a class-leading 
10 airbags, plus active front 
headrests with whiplash protec-
tion. 

Helping to make the car as 
fuel efficient as possible is the 
aerodynamic exterior design, 
featuring a coeffi cient of drag of 
0.27-near the top of its class. A 
gull wing-shaped roof panel was 
used to lower the profi le of the 
vehicle to reduce air resistance, 
while under-fl oor covers are used 
extensively to reduce drag.

LEXUS
continued from B7

Lexus launches luxury hybrid sedan

HYBRID  continued on B11
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Drop by and  nd out why we’re more 
popular than ever.

2010 AWD
FORESTER 2.5X 

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-898-9911  • 1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

Celebrating 30 years
250-474-2211

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca
DL#5032

There’s a good reason why 
the Subaru Forester’s getting 
so much attention. Record 
sales for Subaru in 2008 and 
2009 to start. We’re also the 
only auto manufacturer with 
2010 Top Safety Picks for every 
model.  Plus the highest pre-
dicted resale value of any 
mainstream automaker.  With 
our spring pricing, now is 
a great time to see what 
people are talking, screaming, 
and crying about.

Incomparably 
well-equipped 
starting from

The only manufacturer with 2010 
IIHS Top Safety Picks for all models.
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MSRP‡ $18,685 FOR CIVIC SEDAN DX-A • INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI
2010 Civic DX-A

Civic DX-A Sedan
model FA1E2AE4X

£

WITH
$1,541
DOWN

LEASE A DX-A
SEDAN FOR
/APR PER
MONTH FOR
48 MONTHS

$1,000 ††

PST REDUCTION
ON ALL MANUAL 2010 CIVICS

The Honda Hat Trick: Quality, Reliability, Safety.

0.9
AS LOW AS

PURCHASE  
FINANCING

%†

FOR5YEARS

2.9%
TOLL FREE 1-800-673-9276

Trans Canada Hwy, Duncan - beside the Forest Museum
DiscoveryHonda.com
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2010 CR-V LX 4WD

CR-V LX 4WD
model RE4H3AEY

$318#

LEASE FOR/APR PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $3,748 DOWN 
MSRP $29,880 INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI

@2.9%£
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1-877-655-3707
250-655-3707

www.transmissionandautocare.com
#3 - 2051 Malaview, 5 mins. from the ferry

WE ARE
HERE!

Spring is here! Time for a tune up?

•  Clean & Inspect Transmission Pan
•  Adjust Bands
•  Road Test

•  Adjust Throttle Linkage
• Check Modulator

* Most cars. Fluid, fi lter 
& pan gasket extra. 
Eco fees and taxes 
extra. Trucks $49.95 

  4x4 & motorhomes   
  $59.95

Sidney’s 1st choice in driveline repairs

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Labour Only $39.95* Reg. $69.95

y
15
3 25

2

WHEATONWHEATONWHEATON
CHEVROLET  BUICK  CADILLAC  GMC

www.davewheatongm.com • 1 800 890 3338

NO INTEREST

NO DOWN PAYMENT

NO PAYMENTS UNTIL JUNE

+FINANCING AS LOW AS 5.9% OAC

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLE
CENTRE
NOW OPEN AT
2855 Douglas St.

INDOORINDOOR
SHOWROOMSHOWROOM

04 Chevy Optra Sedan
Power everything
8YP5350B Was $6,995 NOW $5,995

08 Honda Civic Coupe
Auto, A/C, p/everything, sunroof, low kms
9G552317A  Was $20,995 NOW $16,995

06 Chevy HHR LT
Power everything, auto
PU8257  Was $16,995 NOW $12,995

03 Ford Mustang GT
Auto, fully loaded, low kms
PU8555B  Was $13,995 NOW $9,995

05 Chevy Impala
Auto, A/C, power everything
6C51146A  Was $9,995 NOW $7,995

03 Saab 9-3 Arc Sedan
Fully loaded, low kms
Bi3891 Was $16,995 NOW $14,995

05 Saab 92 Linear AWD
A/C, power everything
9BS5706B  Was $14,995 NOW $13,995

06 Pontiac Torrent AWD
Auto, power everything
PU8462  Was $20,995 NOW $17,995

07 Chevy Uplander LT
Auto, A/C, Power everything, DVD
8923A  Was $16,995 NOW $13,995

08 Toyota Tundra Crew Cab 4x2
5.7L, Power everything, A/C
PU8615  Was $29,995 NOW $27,995

06 Avalanche L5 1500 4WD
Power everything, A/C
PU8511  Was $24,995 NOW $22,995

05 Pontiac Montana Ext
A/C, power everything
PU8575 Was $12,995 NOW $9,995

06 Ford Mustang GT Convertible
Fully loaded
PU8652A  Was $22,995 NOW $21,995

08 Smart Car
4Two, Auto, A/C, 2 to choose from
PU8875A  NOW $12,995

06 Volkswasgen Passat 2.0T
Auto, fully loaded, sunroof
PU8208A  Was $19,995 NOW $17,995

>>Test Drive Smart fortwo
                       

Mandu Goebl
invites you to drop in at the Island Savings Credit Union and see what 
smart has in store for you. 

 See why so many Gulf Islanders have chosen this 
innovative approach to mobility. 

Designed with the highest level of safety and 
technology, class leading fuel effi ciency, and 
generous standard equipment, the smart 
fortwo is truly unique in its class!

Look forward to seeing you soon.

 
at

Also see our 2010 Mercedes 

Sprinter Van and the 

New 2010 Mercedes B200

Friday, March 26 & Saturday, March 27
10am-5pm 10am-2pm

Three Point Motors
DL 5053   2546 Government Street (250) 385-6737

www.threepointmotors.com  •  info@threepointmotors.com

I S L A N D  W H E E L S

HYBRID
continued from B9

Top of class in fuel effi ciency

Another neat feature is the use of 
infrared-cut glass in the windshield 
to help reduce cabin temperature 
and thus load on the air condition-
ing system.

Size-wise, the HS is 4,695 mm long, 
setting it about midway between the 
IS and ES models.

Three trim levels are offered with 
the base premium model ($39,900) 
featuring dual zone automatic cli-
mate control, smart key system with 
push button start and 10-speaker 
audio system with Bluetooth and XM 
satellite radio.

The Premium Sport package ($41,400) 
adds sport-tuned suspension, 18-inch 
aluminum alloy wheels (17-inch alumi-
num alloys are standard), wallet -sized 
smart key, heated seats, sport pedals 
and illuminated scuff plates.

The Ultra Premium model ($48,750) 
adds an impressive 15-speaker Mark 
Levinson Surround Sound audio 
system, heated and air conditioned 
driver’s and passenger’s seat, voice-
activated navigation system with 
backup camera, rain sensing wipers 
and adaptive front lighting and auto 
leveling headlamps among other 

features.
So how does it perform?
Well, it’s not a car for hard core 

driving enthusiasts, but it does deliv-
er on its two basic features — luxury 
and fuel effi ciency.

Fuel economy is rated at 5.6L/100 
km (50 mpg) city and 5.9L/100 km 
(48 mpg) highway for a combined 
5.7L/100 km (50 mpg). Not bad for 
a mid-size luxury sedan that should 
top its class in fuel effi ciency.

On the performance side, Lexus 
tells us the HS does 0-100 km/h in 
8.4 seconds and that seems about 
right. Of course, you have to switch 
into Power mode to reach that target; 
if you stay in Eco mode you fi nd the 
take-off to be somewhat subdued.

Ride and handling are good thanks 
to a suspension featuring MacPher-
son struts in the front and a double 
wishbone setup in the rear. The car 
also has ABS brakes, traction control, 
vehicle stability control, electronic 
brake force distribution and brake 
assist along with hill-start assist.

In short, all the bells and whistles 
you’d expect in an entry luxury car 
with the added bonus of great fuel 
economy and low emissions.

As Lexus says, you can have your 
cake and eat it too.



John Cusack. For Car-
rigan, however, there 
are very real changes 
afoot, which he says 
he’s been selected to 
share with humanity.

During a telephone 
inter view from his 
home in Vancouver, 
Carr igan explained 
that while most people 
associate the 2012 date 
with the doomsday sce-
nario, he believes there 
are far greater ramifi-
cations in store than 
just physical disaster. 

“It also represents a 
time of great revealing, 
an understanding of 
our current condition 
as well as the past, our 
connection to the stars 
and the divine,” Carri-
gan said. “It will also be 
a time of great spiritual 
truth.”

Carr igan said al l 

three elements are 
important and he will 
help explain how they 
integrate with each 
other.

As a practitioner and 
teacher of Kundalini 
awakening for close to 
25 years (including a 
year’s study in India), 
Carrigan said his medi-
tative state has opened 
him to receive infor-
mation and connect 
with the “divine light 
consciousness.” He 
then expands on this 
information through 
research in “the physi-
cal realm.”

“The information 
c o m e s  f r o m  m a n y 
sources. There’s a lot of 
good information from 
very credible sources,” 
Carrigan said of his 
book and lecture.

Carrigan said he ref-

erences top scientific 
experts to back up his 
theories, which involve 
the collision of a tenth 
planet, Nebiru, with 
the Earth’s orbit. This 
is expected to lead to 
a shift in the magnetic 
poles that will stop the 
Earth from rotating 
on its axis for days or 
months, and produce 
cataclysmic volcanic 
and seismic activity. 

The event is not sin-
gular in history, but part 
of a cycle said to occur 
every 25,800 years with 
a galactic alignment. 
The weakening of the 
Earth’s magnetic fi elds 
and increased solar 
fl are activity are signs 
of the cycle coming to 
its end.

Carrigan sees one of 
his main tasks as pre-
senting a wide spec-

trum of concepts and 
showing how they all 
fit  together. Sacred 
geometry, he said, can 
reveal patterns in the 
microcosm of the cell 
or the macrocosm of 
the universe. It can also 
translate the messag-
es being sent to us by 
aliens via crop circles, 
meant to help us with 
the transformation.

The message Car-
rigan believes he has 
been selected to share 
is not one of doom 
and disaster, in fact. 
He is more concerned 
with teaching people 
about how humanity’s 
spiritual journey inter-
sects with the coming 
changes.

“There’s nothing to 
be afraid of, but we 
should be afraid of 
not having the knowl-
edge or understanding 
of what’s coming — 
because there is some-
thing happening,” Car-
rigan said. 

“The spiritual side is 
very important. There’s 
an abiding connection. 
We’re all connected to 
this light conscious-
ness.

“Surviving all this 
transformation starts 
within. It’s about our 
pure connection — let-
ting go of ego, letting 
ourselves really feel, 
because then we’ll let 
ourselves be guided.”

Following Saturday 
night’s seminar, Carri-
gan will appear for a 
book signing at Wind-
flower Moon on Sun-
day, March 28 from 1 
to 3 p.m.

B12 |  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2010  |  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

People&
Community

DATE:  APRIL 6 - MAY 11
  Six consecutive Tuesdays

TIME:  2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

VENUE: MEADOWBROOK SENIORS RESIDENCE
  Community Wellness Programs Office
  121 Atkins Road, Salt Spring Island

COST:  $25 (includes “Arthritis helpbook”)

TO REGISTER CALL 250.537.4607

www.arthritis.caThe Arthritis Society of BC & Yukon acknowledges the
financial assistance of the Province of BC to support this program.

ARTHRITIS
SELF-MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Learn how to set goals and create action plans, understand
available treatments and learn ways to cope with your pain.

One Percent Realty Vancouver Island

About to list your
house for sale?

Scott Simmons@250-538-8316
saltspring@yahoo.com

www.escapetosaltspring.com
FULL-TIME SALT SPRING RESIDENT FOR 8 YEARS

Salt Spring agent for

Times have changed and so have the real estate 
companies and their business models.

Most of today’s buyers use the internet to search for 
their new homes. Most buyers see all the listings online 
before they even get to Salt Spring. That is why a virtual tour 
hyperlinked off the MLS® with stunning photos of a staged 
home is so vitally important in today's real estate market.

One Percent Realty is a company that has a 
very simple business model: low overhead and low fees 
charged to their agents. The low overhead is passed on to 
consumers in the way of low commissions. The sellers still 
get full MLS® listings, signs, Driftwood real estate advertising, 
lock boxes, etc.

Compare commissions charged. One Percent 
charges a commission of $6,000 plus a $900 disbursement 
fee +GST for houses up to $600,000. For houses over 
$600,000 it is 1% plus the $900 disbursement fee +GST. 
The commission is shared between the buying and or selling 
REALTORS®. This is an example. There are no standard 
commissions. All real estate companies are free to set their 
own rate. If an agent charges 7% on the fi rst $100,000 
and 3% on the balance for selling a $600,000 home the 
commission would be $22,000 +GST = $23,100. (Plus 12% 
HST this summer). If you listed with One Percent Realty 
the commission would be $6,900 + GST = $7,245. The 
savings would be $15,855.

Real Estate fees come out of your after-tax home equity. 
If the 600k home used in the example above had a 500k 
mortgage on it the 7%-3% real estate fees would be approx 
23% of the after-tax home equity. Why do the rich get 
richer? They save money. Don't give away your after tax 
home equity. How long would it take you to save up the 
after tax $15,855?

The big myth “If I list with One Percent the other 
agents won’t show my house.” The reality is other 
REALTORS® on Salt Spring do show my listings. Overall 
70% of One Percent listings are sold by other agents. The 
buyers see what they want to see these day. Buyers have 
access to all the MLS® listings.

If you would like to talk to me about selling your Salt 
Spring home call me direct at 250-538-8316, and let’s work 
out a plan of action. Let me show you my high tech virtual 
tour internet marketing system that enhances the MLS®. 
Let me help you stage your home to sell.

frankly scarlet
jewellery

Custom Design Work

NOW OFFERING

Grace Point Square
537-9500

Watch Batteries & Straps

Quality Jewellery Repairs

Engagement & Wedding
Jewellery

CFSI 107.9 FM
Salt Spring Radio

Listen online at www.cfsi-fm.com

Report of the CRD w. Darlene & Garth (Fri. 10:30 pm)
Richard Hayden Show (Thurs. 3:00 pm)

Rock & Roll High w. Bill Nash (Mon. 10:00 pm)
Salt Spring Real Estate w. Scott Simmons & John Cade (Tues. 12:00 pm)

Solar Heat w. Mike Cherry (Fri. 12:00 pm)
Sounds Classical w. George Ehring (Wed. 6:30 pm)

Sounds Like Salt Spring w. Bill Nash (Sun. 4:00 pm)
Stayin’ Alive and Well w. Darlene Steele (Thurs. 1:00 pm) 

Talk Locally - Listen Globally w. Dennis Lucarelli (Fri. 7:00 am)

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach
Services

250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

LECTURES

Mysteries of 2012 illuminated
Brad Carrigan 

delivers

multimedia  

presentation

BY ELIZABETH 
NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

What do Hopi Indi-
ans, crop circles and 
the ancient Sumerians 
have in common? Brad 
Carrigan, author of 
the book 2012 Enlight-
ened, will trace the 
connections between 
these and many other 
ideas in his upcom-
ing lecture of the same 
name.

Taking place Sat-
urday, March 27 at 8 
p.m., Carrigan’s multi-
media presentation at 
ArtSpring will address 
a variety of topics that 
include Biblical rev-
elations, Nostradamus 
and chemtrails, among 
others. The unifying 
thread is the major 
changes prophesied to 
occur around Decem-
ber 21, 2012 with the 
end of the Mayans’ 
Long Calendar.

Beliefs about 2012 
have gained promi-
nence in the new age 
community during the 
last couple of decades 
and recently burst into 
mainstream popular 
culture with a block-
buster movie starring 

Brad Carrigan is at ArtSpring this Saturday, and at a book signing at Windfl ower 

Moon on Sunday.
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Find out how you can benefit 
from Year 2 of the Plan:

1 800 O-Canada  |  actionplan.gc.ca

Budget measures are subject to parliamentary approval.

JOBS &
GROW TH

Training and Skills Development • Biotechnology
Economic Development Initiatives 

New Benefits for the Self-Employed
Eliminating Manufacturing Tariffs

Supporting New and Promising Researchers • Arctic Research 
Developing Overseas Markets • Lower Taxes • Enhanced
Work-Sharing • Support for Forestry, Agriculture and Fisheries
Clean Energy • Apprenticeship Completion Grant
Rebuilding Transportation Infrastructure • Strengthening
Business through Innovation • Genomics • Rural Development 
Space Technology • Increased 
EI Benefi ts • Robotics

Measures 
in the

BUDGET

What it’s
all abou

t! 
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SPRING

10% OFF SCOOTER SERVICES. FREE PICKUP AND DELIVERY FROM THE CROFTON FERRY DOCK

HUGE SELECTION OF RIDING GEAR

2010 LX50 $4,295* 2010 LX150 $5,595* 2010 S50 $3,895* 2010 S150 $5,495*

2010 Fly 50 $2,695* 2010 Fly 150 $3,895* 2010 Sportcity 50 $2,595*2009 Bullet 50, Reg. $2,985 

SALE $1,999*

2009 C3 50 MSRP $2,899 

SALE $2,449*  
2009 Vino 50 MSRP $2,999 

SALE $2,499*
2009 BW 50 MSRP $3,199 

SALE $2,599*

2009 Vino 125 MSRP $3,899 

SALE $3,199*
BWs 125 MSRP $4,199 

SALE $3,399*
2009 Yamaha Majesty 400 $8,399 

CRATE DAMAGE SALE $6,399* 
(COSMETIC DAMAGE ONLY)

Scooter Sale
Scooter Sale

Why wait?  
You can own 

this scooter for 
as low as $66 per 

month with 
$0 down! 

OAC

KICKSTART 
COFFEE SHOP 
ON LOCATION

“Everyday could use a kickstart”

NOW OPEN 
SUNDAYS
9AM - 5PM

*Freight, PDI, DOC and applicable taxes are extra. 

1063 Canada Ave., Duncan

250-746-7148
www.duncanmotorsports.ca to shop online.

We have many fi nancing options available including $0 down O.A.C.
*SALE PRICES WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
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TO YOUR
meet your 

west coast health 
providersHealthHealth

YOGA  

Dorothy 250-653-4655
e: dorothyoga@hotmail.com

INCLUDE YOGA IN YOUR
SPRING HEALTH PLAN!

IF YOU HAVE SPECIFIC BODY
‘CHALLENGES’ ASK ABOUT

MY NEW CLASS!

SEE MY SCHEDULE IN THIS
WEEKS ‘COMING EVENTS’

AND ON MY WEBSITE
WWW.DOROTHYOGA.COM

mobile sales, repairs & installation
   • walkers • scooters
   • lift chairs • bathroom & daily living accessories

Bringing Your Home Health Care Needs “Home to You”

PH: 250-537-1990 20% off  in-stock walkers
Doris Neufeld, rmt., ba

250-653-9642

•  Deep Tissue Massage for 
Athletes

• Hot Stone Massage
• Body Assessments
• Personalized Fitness Programs
• Yoga Instruction

SynergyFit
Personal Training

Trisha Moroz-Barstead
250-653-4656  trisha@synergyfi t.ca

• One-on-one or group training
• All ages - specialty 50+
• Over 20 years experience
• Certifi ed Personal Trainer, BCRPA & ACE
• Available for home visits

Fitness with a Mindful Focus 

NATURA   MEDICANATURA   MEDICA
     

• Back pain• Back pain
• Knee pain• Knee pain
• Neck pain
• General body pain• General body pain

Lali Formaggia R.Ac.Lali Formaggia R.Ac.
250-537-2202

PAINLESS TREATMENT for:PAINLESS TREATMENT for:

New Laser TherapyNew Laser Therapy
Pain Free Living!

To advertise:FOR ALL YOUR SPORTS MEDICINEFOR ALL YOUR SPORTS MEDICINE
& ACTIVE LIVING NEEDS& ACTIVE LIVING NEEDS

• Sports Performance
• Rehabilitation Supplies
• Supports & Braces
• Injury Prevention
• Home Fitness

Full range of quality footwear & clothing

250-537-5148 
120 Hereford Ave.

sportstraders@shawbiz.ca

KIMBERLY YOUNG
PH: 250-537-9933 EXT. 205 

FAX: 250-537-2613
EMAIL: aqua@gulfislands.net

RICK MACKINNON
PH: 250-537-9933 EXT. 202 

FAX: 250-537-2613
email: rmackinnon@gulfislands.net

SHARON GLYNN
PH: 250-537-9933 EXT. 211 

FAX: 250-537-2613
EMAIL: sglynn@gulfislands.net

KAREN HEPP
PH: 250-537-9933 EXT. 214 

FAX: 250-537-2613
EMAIL: khepp@gulfislands.net

GENEVIE FAWCETTGENEVIE FAWCETT
Private Fitness TrainerPrivate Fitness Trainer

 Private Gym Private Gym
One-on-one training in a One-on-one training in a 

private private setting with a great viewsetting with a great view

• Full Bathroom • Infrared Sauna 
• Children welcome Playroom included

250-538-1771
email: genevief@telus.net

“I will help you achieve your  tness goals”

“Helping people find their balance with a healthy lifestyle” is Genevie 
Fawcett s main goal as a personal fitness trainer.

The first step is a fitness assessment and consultation with Genevie to 
determine a client s goals, as well as to discover any health issues. Then 
Genevie devises a personalized program and takes the client through it, 
explaining how and why each movement is important.

“Many of my clients are new to fitness training and intimidated by 
the whole gym experience. I offer a private gym where people can feel 
comfortable. It s awesome to watch people s confidence grow, and I 
believe that fitness goals are attained faster in that positive state of 
mind.”  

Clients are shown how to operate the machines, maintain safe posture, 
and lift weights appropriate to their fitness level. Most  programs involve 
some level of weight training, even if the goal is weight loss or improving 
the cardiovascular system. The main rule of thumb is balance  so a 
program integrating all elements of fitness  is paramount to success.

The space itself contains clean, well maintained cardio and weight 
training equipment, with an adjoining room designated for stretching 
and core strengthening. Another perk is free access to a great playroom 
available for children while mom and dad exercise.

Genevie is BCRPA certified, so she is always keeping up with current 
ideas and practices, by taking theoretical and practical training courses, 
as well as First Aid.

“My favourite part of being a fitness trainer is watching people reach 
their goals. The transformation that happens is so exciting! Working 
towards these goals doesn t just change your body, it changes your life.”

 Currently the space is open only to people seeking private training.

GENEVIE FAWCETT
Private Fitness Trainer / Private Gym

One-on-one training in a 
private setting with a great view

250-538-1771     email: genevief@telus.net
Call for information on rates and  tness packages.

Private Fitness Private Fitness 
TrainerTrainer

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

250-537-9971
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca
COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

Salt Spring Island Community Services

* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth and 
families.

* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is free 
and confi dential.

* Family Place: Stay & Play Drop in Mon. & Thurs. 9-12:30,
Tues. 12:00-3:00pm. Rugg Huggers Fri. 10-1. Dad ‘N Me Sat. 8:30-10.

* Let’s Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:30-9:30 pm. 

Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,

349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to midnight at Lady 

Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840
* 24-hr. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected with the 

Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

Photos are available for purchase @
our on-line photostore

gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   

CONSERVATION 

Seabird conservation focus of events
Protection of Mitlenatch 

Island is aim of talk, auction

BY DAVID DENNING
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

Mitlenatch Island is the subject of a spe-
cial multimedia presentation on Saturday, 
April 3 at Lions Hall. 

Along with the presentation will be a 
fantastic art and book auction featuring 
works by Robert Bateman, Mark Hobson, 
Peggy Sowden, Rob Butler, Donald Gunn, 
Brian Buckrell, Diana Thompson, Alison 
Watt, Sue Wheeler and Briony Penn.

Mitlenatch is one-fi ftieth the size of Salt 
Spring, but it is loaded with squawking 
residents who actually become frightened 
at the sight of tourists. These residents 
are seabirds, found in such numbers that 
the island is known as the largest seabird 
colony in Georgia Strait.

Located about 17 kilometres south of 
Campbell River, Mitlenatch is a com-
mon stop for boaters, most of whom are 
unaware of its ecological signifi cance. In 
fact, this 330-hectare island provides nest-

ing grounds for eagles, crows, 6,000 gulls, 
1,000 cormorants, oystercatchers and 600 
pigeon guillemots, as well as nurseries for 
harbour seals and river otters. Although 
about half the island is a provincial park, 
diminishing budgets have prevented BC 
Parks from staffi ng the island and protect-
ing its sensitive wildlife values.

Enter the Mitlenatch Volunteer Natural-
ists, a group of B.C. residents including 
several Salt Spring islanders. Coordinated 
by BC Parks, these volunteers spend time 
every summer living on the island and 
looking after its sensitive wildlife. In the 
words of Salt Spring resident volunteer 
Daphne Taylor, “we champion, care for, 
watch over, and defend the island.”

Taylor spends a week or more there 
each summer maintaining the park, and 
generally helping to protect this impor-
tant heritage. 

“Without the volunteer naturalists,” 
Taylor says, “the island’s wildlife would 
quickly be destroyed by uninformed or 
careless visitors.”

Taylor and several naturalist colleagues 
have organized the April 3 event to inform 

and excite Salt Spring residents about this 
natural heritage and to raise money to 
support the volunteer work.

“We hope to raise between $7,000 and 
$10,000 toward new signs, cabin improve-
ments, and to print a new book about the 
island,” she said.

The presentation, which begins at 7 
p.m., will feature naturalist, artist and 
writer Alison Watt and noted bird biologist 
and author Rob Butler. Watt has been vis-
iting Mitlenatch Island for over 20 years. 
She will share her own as well as other 
wardens’ photos, sketches and stories 
from summers past. 

Butler is the coordinator of the B.C. Breed-
ing Atlas project, and is adjunct professor of 
bird studies with the Pacifi c Wildlife Research 
Centre. He is author of The Jade Coast and 
dozens of scientific papers on bird biolo-
gy. His talk will focus on the signifi cance of 
Mitlenatch as a bird-breeding habitat.

For anyone who loves wildlife as well as 
wildlife art and writing, the presentation 
and the auction that precedes it (doors 
open at the Lions Hall at 6 p.m.) offer a 
unique opportunity.
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FOR LEASE INFORMATION CONTACT 250-537-1506
Richmond Property Group

Grace Point Square

Offi ce space tenants at
Grace Point Square enjoy

• High volume customer traffi c
• Central location in Ganges
• Customer parking
• Access to hi-speed internet

AVAILABLE UNITS ARE:
1205 @ 365 square feet

1206C @ 168 square feet
3202 @ 628 square feet

Offi ce Space 
Available Now

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY
A

D
O

P
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She is a very sweet, affectionate cat, but so 
shy that she gets overlooked. To learn more 
about Catya and all of our adoptable animals, 
visit www.spca.bc.ca 

MEET
CATYA!

www.spca.bc.ca/saltspring
250-537-2123

Gail Jaeger, assc. A.I.B.C.

250.537.0755
www.lightdancedesign.com

Salt Spring Island

LIGHTDANCE DESIGN - since 1988

SPACES YOU LOVE TO LIVE IN
build your dream home, renovate or 

add to your home

• Hydraulic hoses

• Electronic engine analysis

• Tune ups • Oil changes

• Four wheel drive service

• Suspension shocks and struts

• Fuel injection • Tires

• Hydraulic hoses

• Electronic engine analysis

• Tune ups • Oil changes

• Four wheel drive service

• Suspension shocks and struts

• Fuel injection • Tires

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

FINE FRIENDS: Christianna Bachman was spotted last week with her new Australian sheepdog 

puppy — as yet unnamed.

PERSONAL HEALTH 

Course offers arthritis sufferers coping skills
Pre-registration 

required for 

six-Tuesday program
A six-session course for peo-

ple with arthritis is being offered 
on Salt Spring in April. 

The much-acclaimed Arthri-
tis Self-Management Program 
begins on Tuesday, April 6, run-
ning from 2 to 4 p.m. on the 
same day each week at Mead-

owbrook seniors residence on 
Atkins Road.

The program provides infor-
mation and skills to people who 
need to manage their arthritis 
and helps them create action 
plans to cope with pain. 

The $25 cost includes a man-
ual called The Arthritis Hand-
book. Family members or friends 
may also attend at a cost of $10 
(although they don’t receive a 
manual). 

Space is limited and the 
course is almost full. To register 
for the course, put on by Com-
munity Wellness Programs, call 
250-537-4607. Pre-registration 
is required.  

The Arthritis Society pres-
ents workshops and forums 
throughout the province to pro-
vide arthritis information to the 
ever-increasing members of the 
community affected by arthri-
tis.

BRIDGE TRICKS

Players
survive
Ides of
March
BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Flo and George Laun-
dry would like to thank . . 
. oh wait, the Oscars were 
the night before. This was 
March 8, and there was 
no golden statue for them 
as winners among the 
fi ve full tables of duplicate 
bridge players. Runners-
up were Prem Margolese 
and Paul Retallack, with 
Gisela Welsh and Blanche 
Poborsa next in line. Zelly 
Taylor and Ian Thomas 
were fourth

March 15, and the Ides 
of March were come, 
along with six full tables 
for bridge. There were 
worthy cogitations by 
the Laundrys, again win-
ning their kingly crown, 
but shrewd contrivers 
Charles Kahn and Judy 
Norget were second, 
with third place going to 
Patricia Hewett and Bob 
Morrisette and fourth to 
Isabelle Richardson and 
Jean Elder. For info about 
Monday night duplicate 
and into what dangers it 
would lead you, just con-
tact George Laundry at 
250-653-9095 or pasto-
rale@shaw.ca.



Driftwood Celebrates 50 Years!

Hot off the Press!

the islanders  airline NEW SCHEDULE, WITH MID DAY FLIGHTS VALID FROM
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Coffee Company’s application 
to rezone a property at 1501 Fulford-Ganges Road 
for a new roasting facility is dead.

Salt Spring Local Trust Committee members 
voted unanimously on Thursday afternoon to 
proceed no further in considering a proposal that 
would have seen the construction of the project 
many in the community had dubbed a “beacon 
of sustainability.”

Trustee George Ehring said the development’s 
impact on neighbouring property owners was the 
primary reason for denying the application.

“What’s being proposed here is nothing like 
a small-scale business that generates no com-
plaints from neighbours,” he said.

“As much as I would like to see this facility built 
and the company’s jobs protected, in the end I 
think that what is being requested is too big a use, 
too big a change and too big a disturbance for the 
land on which it is being proposed.”

Ehring said uncertainty about controlling 
odours from the coffee roasting process is prob-
lematic.

His decision follows last month’s comments 
made against the proposal by fellow trustee 
Christine Torgrimson.

Citing a section of the Salt Spring Offi cial Com-
munity Plan, Torgrimson said a more appropriate 
location could be found near the intersection of 
Rainbow and Atkins roads.

“From the very first community objective 
onward in the OCP, it emphasizes again and again 
that we must first honour the island’s natural 
integrity and respect its quiet rural nature,” she 
said.

Torgrimson encouraged the applicant to work 
alongside Trust staff and island residents to 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Keegan Pearson, left, and Rhys Hardy set out on a raft, with plans to paddle around Salt Spring.

Coffee co.
proposal
grinds
to a halt
Applicant advised to fi nd 
new location

Gardeners
stew over
rampant
rabbits
Islander plots action 

while others urge 

acceptance

BY NATALIE NORTH
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

For people without gardens 
or farms to tend, they may go 
unnoticed, but to Salt Spring 
growers who are losing their 
crops, rabbits are a major prob-
lem.

During the first year that 
Dianne Haffner planted a gar-
den at her Bittancourt Road 
home, all was going well until 
she went out one evening about 
two weeks ago and returned to 
find uprooted and half-eaten 
vegetables. The culprits, she’s 
been told by friends and fellow 
growers, are rabbits. And they 
haven’t let up. Now she’s test-
ing out a variety of solutions to 
save her hard yard work.

“If I had money, I would 
open a restaurant called Rabbit 
Stew,” she said, later confi rm-
ing, “I’m not joking at all. I’d eat 
them in a second and I’d do it 
with a smile on my face.”

Haffner isn’t alone in her 
angry battle against the bun-
nies. Since her struggle began, 
she posted a request for advice 
on the Salt Spring community 
list and received 63 responses.

Toby Fouks replied with 
hopes that the issue is being 
discussed on a political level 
and questioned what attempts 
are being made to deal with 
“what is actually a scourge.” 
She later stated that her friend’s 
cat in Channel Ridge recently 
killed and brought in over 30 
rabbits.

But where are they com-
ing from? There are two veins 
of rabbits here: feral rabbits, 
which are abandoned pets or 
their descendants, and wild 
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Duo recreates 1970s attempt

BY NATALIE NORTH
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Sandwiches packed, moms hugged goodbye 
and oars in hand, two young captains perched 
atop their newly crafted raft and embarked on a 
unique journey on Monday — they want to raft 
around Salt Spring Island the fastest.

On Aug. 10, Keegan Pearson and Rhys Hardy 
loaded all the supplies they’ll need for their cir-
cumnavigation into a supply dinghy that they’ll 
drag behind their almost entirely driftwood 
raft. The mothers of the 16- and 17-year-olds 

aided in preparations for the big send-off by 
supplying some solid sandwiches and other 
necessities. But if the food runs out, the raft is 
equipped with two fi shing rods fi rmly planted 
at the bow.

The teens may be creative with their crafts-
manship, but they can’t take credit for the origi-
nal idea to raft around the island. Keegan’s 
father Doug told them about his cousin Peter 
Ramsey and his 1970s attempt at the raft trip, so 
naturally, they wanted to break the week-long 
time that was set.

“I told Keegan, see if you can do it,” Doug 
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From all of us at Mouat’s Trading Co.
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250.537.5551

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

A great newspaper and a great friend.

CONGRATULATIONS 
DRIFTWOOD
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The SSI Public Library
AND the Gulf Islands Driftwood

BOTH celebrating their 
50th anniversaries this year!

BOTH committed to 
serving Salt Spring...now 
and in the future MARY HAWKINS

On 50 years of the Driftwood . . . .

O
ver the course of nearly 30 
years in the community news-
paper business, I have wit-
nessed a lot of successes and a 

few failures. 

What made the successes, and what contributed to 
the failures, have always been interesting questions, chiefl y 
because I feared that one day I would fi nd myself in the latter 
category if I didn’t keep my wits about me.

Today, on the 50th anniversary of the Gulf Islands Drift-
wood, is a good day to share with readers my discovery that 
a great number of newspapers — and many other business 
enterprises besides — have achieved great success through 
simple shithouse luck. 

I was pleased to discover recently that I’m not alone in having 
arrived at this conclusion. In his book The Outliers, published 
two years ago, Malcolm Gladwell relates the series of coinci-
dences and random opportunities that led to the success of Bill 
Gates, the Beatles, successful hockey players and many others. 

They were in the right place at the right time, or born at the 
right time, or descended from a particular part of the world 
that gave them a particular advantage over others.

But having said all that, I can say with confi dence that a 
newspaper, to be successful and reach the enviable age of 
50 years, must also adhere to three basic principles. It must 
demonstrate over time its determination to be accurate, fair 
and objective in its coverage of the news. 

No newspaper, the Driftwood included, can ever say that 
it has unfailingly met all three principles. But if it makes 

every effort to do so, and admits its faults when it does not, 
it stands a reasonable chance of success. Luck and auspi-
cious series of events certainly play a role, but stability and 
longevity require a little more.

In my opinion, it is the adherence to those principles 
that will over time build a newspaper’s greatest asset, its 
credibility. Without credibility a newspaper has nothing. 
From founder Woody Fisher, to James and Arlene Ward, to 
my family, the Driftwood’s owners have strived to build and 
maintain credibility in the community it serves.

The task has been made less diffi cult by two important 
factors. The Gulf Islands have long been populated by a well-
educated demographic. 

Well-educated people are more interested in their com-
munity, and more likely to become involved in its social 
affairs and governance, than otherwise. 

They are also more likely as a result to read their local 

newspaper. It is one of those factors of chance that the 
Driftwood has been blessed with a readership that has often 
been the envy of other newspapers serving communities of 
a similar size. 

The second factor is in the calibre of those who have cho-
sen to make the Driftwood offi ce their second home. The 
dedication of our staff over many years has been integral to 
the goal of building credibility. 

The evidence of their suitability to the task can be seen in 
the countless awards they have garnered over the years at 
provincial, national and even international levels of compe-
tition among newspapers of similar circulation size. 

From news and editorial writing to photography to cre-
ative design and sales initiatives, this newspaper’s staff have 
made a name for themselves among their peers in the craft.

The same can be said of their collective efforts. Year after 
year the same award-winning journalists, photographers, 
design people and sales and administrative staff have suc-
ceeded in claiming highly coveted awards for general excel-
lence at provincial and national levels of competition, and 
continue to do so to this day.

Can a newspaper ask for anything more in its quest for 
success?

Yes, it must actively seek and work for the support of its 
readership and its advertisers. Without you, we are nothing.

We are grateful that readers and advertisers have stuck 
with us for so long. There are both readers and advertisers 
who have supported us since the fi rst issue of the paper 
landed in Salt Spring mailboxes in March 1960, and are still 
on our mailing list, or whose advertisements continue to be 
seen each week. 

The formula is simple, and is based on neither luck nor 
coincidence: we present a credible news package every week 
and in so doing deliver to advertisers the audience they wish 
to reach. 

We have seen many changes in 50 years, notably in tech-
nology that permits us to do more, and do it better. 

The changes in the next 50 will likely be even greater as 
we shift to different ways of delivering the news. But the 
principles will remain unchanged, as will our commitment 
to serving the Gulf Islands community.

TONY RICHARDS 
Managing Director
Driftwood Publishing Ltd.

About this publication . . . . 
We at the Driftwood have had the year 

2010 on our radar for a couple of years 
and looked forward to the chance to 
highlight 50 years of news coverage in 
the Gulf Islands.

In our early planning discussions 
we had a vague idea of how we might 
approach the task, but it wasn’t until 
we actually started going through the 
fi rst of some 2,500 newspapers that we 
became almost giddy at the richness of 
the material we had to work with. 

Knowing it was impossible to create a 
comprehensive 50-year Gulf Islands his-
tory, we decided to view each year-page 
as a “snapshot” of some kind, which is 
what our newspaper in fact creates on a 
weekly basis. 

Sometimes we summarized a multi-
year story, or focused on one theme, 
or let a single reprinted page speak for 
itself. 

We’ve provided a “top news” col-
umn for each year, but often included 
items that denoted the cultural times, 
or irresistible quirky things, rather than 
straight headline news — especially 
when the big news of the week was sim-

ply chapter 21 in a 50-chapter story. 
So many interesting articles, events 

and both group and individual names 
could not be included, and it was 
heartbreaking to see what wouldn’t 
make the final cut, simply for space 
reasons. 

But the decisions we made were of 
the same kind we have to make every 
week — often quite arbitrary, based on 

available space and always under the 
pressure to meet an ultimate dead-
line.

Some material or explanations were 
researched and written by staff spe-
cifi cally for the page, while other pieces 
are articles or part-articles, photos or 
ads scanned directly from newspapers. 
Often the items are there to give readers 
a sense of the issue, writing or graphic 
style, or the times, and are therefore not 
always complete.

Because of the non-uniform presen-
tation, you’ll have to sometimes read 
carefully to determine what was written 
now versus then, but taking your time 
will be worth it.  

I hope you have as much fun reading this 
Hot off the Press – 50 Years of Community 
supplement as we have had in creating it, 
and find yourself warmly reminded of 
why you’ve chosen to live and stay on the 
islands — whether you arrived last year, in 
the last 50 years or have family roots that 
go back even farther. 

GAIL SJUBERG
Driftwood Editor
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For 50 years you have been dedicated to providing 
information and news that made a difference in the 
lives of Salt Spring Island Residents.  
 
The motto of the Salt Spring Island Lions Club is 
“We Serve”.  Having just celebrated our own 50th 
Anniversary we know what an achievement it is.  
We would like to extend our sincerest 
congratulations to you for your many years of 
excellent service to the community.
 
For 50 years we have enjoyed our working 
relationship with you and 
wish you continued success 
for (at least) another  fty 
years.  We truly appreciate 
the partnership and look 
forward to celebrating many 
more achievements in the 
years to come.

OUR HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS
-1959 1st Charter night at Mahon Hall, sponsored by the Victoria Lions Club;
-1967 Pioneer Village  nished, 1979 major reno’s;
-1960’s First Ambulance service for the Island;
-1974 Club purchases 10 acres of Millner property at Central for $40,000. 
1976 Tennis courts open. 1977 Of  cially named Portlock Park, after Thomas
Portlock, then president of the club. Thomas Portlock died Sept 17 1976;

-1977 Donate van to Lady Minto Hospital;
-1980 1st telephone directory;
-1982 Portlock Park – of  cial opening;
-1982 Microbiology lab donation to Lady Minto Hospital;
-1984 Donated new bus for excursions Lady Minto hospital and Greenwoods, 
process of building Croftonbrook;

-1995 Hart Bradley Hall completed. Grand opening Oct 26;
-2004 Donated bus for Greenwoods;
-2005 Kanaka Road Skate Park;
-2008 Handicap lift for new swimming pool
-2008 Flashing light crosswalk;
-2009 Lions (Bus Shelter), next to Visitor’s Information/Chamber of Commerce;
-2009 Portlock Park playground installed

Congratulations 
Gulf Islands Driftwood 

on a job well done.  

The Gulf Islands Driftwood: the who, the where and the when
The fi rst edition of the Salt Spring Drift-

wood newspaper landed on island shores 
on Thursday, March 24, 2010, at the hands 
of editor-publisher-owner E.V. (Woody) 
Fisher and his wife Barbara (Bobbie) Fish-
er. The Fishers were from Kansas, but had 
lived on some of the smaller Gulf Islands 
since the late 1950s before choosing Salt 
Spring and the newspapering life.

Issue #1 of the Driftwood consisted of 
fi ve double-sided, legal-sized gestetnered 
and stapled pages, and was delivered free 
to all residents on the island. 

The fi rst Driftwood logo was a pen and 
ink drawing done by Kay Lynen, who lived 
at Duck Bay. 

From the early days, the Driftwood 
contained all the elements of any modern 
newspaper: hard news stories, more trivial 
tidbits, controversy, sports, entertainment 
news, letters to the editor and advertise-
ments. Just the photos were missing, but 
only for a couple of years. 

In 1962 a switch was made to offset 
printing, which enabled the reprinting of 
photographs on occasion and an easier 
process for the publisher. 

In 1963, the Fishers sold the paper to 
Jim and Arlene Ward. Arlene was already 
a staffer and knew what she was in for 
when she became the publisher. The major 
change during that time was purchase of 
the Gulf Islander, based on Galiano, from 
Jean Lockwood, and an expansion of the 
coverage area. The change was refl ected 
in the paper’s new name: the Gulf Islands 
Driftwood. The Wards ran the venture until 
selling it to Frank and Barbara Richards in 
January, 1967. 

Frank Richards had been with the Sidney 
Review for 17 years and its editor for the 
previous 10. Barbara was a registered nurse 
but embraced her new business and an 
active life on Salt Spring until her death in 
1987. 

All three of their children — Jill, Tony 
and Valerie — were involved in the paper 
at various times, with Tony becoming as 
hooked on the business as his father had 
been.  Tony and his wife Alice took over 
the paper from Frank and Barbara in 1979, 
although Frank remains the president of 
Driftwood Publishing Ltd. to this day and 
continued to write and contribute until 
2003. 

And while Tony retired from day-to-day 
involvement with the paper in 2004, he is 
still the company’s managing director and 
keeps in regular contact with the staff and 
operation. 

Both Frank and Tony have served on the 
boards of the B.C. and Yukon Community 
Newspapers Association and the Canadian 
Community Newspaper Association, and 
both are recipients of the Eric Dunning 

Editors

1960 to 1963: Woody Fisher
1963 to 1967: Arlene Ward
1967 to 1976: Frank Richards
1976 to 1977: Craig McArthur 
1977 to 1979: Frank Richards
1979 to 1985: Tony Richards
1985 to 1989: Duncan MacDonnell
1989 to 1993: Susan Lundy
1993 to 1999: Tony Richards 
1999 to 2003: Susan Lundy
2003 to present: Gail Sjuberg

Publishers

1960 to 1963: Woody Fisher
1963 to 1967: Arlene Ward
1967 to 1979: Frank Richards
1979 to 1989: Tony Richards
1989 to 1995: Joyce Carlson
1995 to 2004: Tony Richards
2004 to 2007: Penny Sakamoto
2007 to present: Peter McCully

Driftwood owners have been: (top) Woody and Barbara Fisher; (above) Barbara and Frank 

Richards; (below) Tony and Alice Richards at the Driftwood’s 25th anniversary party in 1985 

(with Les Ramsey, wearing a wig and playing a judge in a funny skit); (below right) Jim and 

Arlene Ward.

Integrity Award from the BCYCNA.
The paper’s fi rst offi ce was part of a sta-

tionery store and book store located at the 
bottom of Ganges Hill. When more room 
was needed for the expanding operation in 
the 1970s, the Driftwood moved to Walter 
Carlson’s sheet metal building on McPhil-
lips Avenue. The paper’s masthead cheekily 
described its address as “at the end of the 
yellow dirt road behind the Government 
Liquor Store,” which was then on Jackson 
Avenue. 

The next move was to a “quaint” house 
across from Salt Spring Elementary on 
Rainbow Road — the spot is now a parking 
lot — in May of 1980, and from there to the 
former Salt Spring Lands building (that had 
been moved next to Harbour’s End Marine 
on Upper Ganges Road) in October of 1987.

In March of 1994 the operation went 
uptown to its current and comparatively 
palatial quarters in Upper Ganges Centre, 
next to the Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary’s 
Thrift Shop. 

There’s of course much more to the his-
tory of the Driftwood, but as it parallels the 
changes in our community in the past 50 
years, we’ll let the story unfold naturally in 
the following pages. 

Issue #1 of the Driftwood con-

sisted of fi ve double-sided, legal-

sized gestetnered and stapled 

pages, and was delivered free to 

all residents on the island. 
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TOP STORIES

In March, McGill’s Bakery was sold to Mr. 
and Mrs. W.H. Bradley and Mr. Robert Taylor, 
all of Ganges. The bakery was fi rst started in 
1939 but ceased operations when Mr. McGill 
went to war. Upon his return he reactivated 
the bakery at the old Ganges Inn, and in 1958 
moved it to the bottom of Ganges Hill.

The Ganges RCMP boat was called into 
action on April 5 when an aircraft turned over 
in very choppy seas at Shingle Bay, near Port 
Washington. The Vancouver pilot and his 
passenger managed to reach shore on Pender 
Island. The police were aided by Darryl 
Georgeson, owner of the boat Sophia.

 The net taxable value of land and improve-
ments in the Gulf Islands School District in 
1960 was $8.550 million. In 2008 that number 
was $8.542 billion. 

The Department of Public Works relin-
quished its rights to the foreshore area of 
the bay above the White Elephant property in 
Ganges, clearing the way for the proposed fi ll 
to accommodate a new fi re hall in Ganges. 

The body of Jimmy Grosart was found at 
the bottom of a cliff off Mount Maxwell on 
June 19 after a three-day search. RCMP Const. 
H. Bonner was commended for his leadership 
in the effort. Grosart was a Fulford postmas-
ter, and insurance and real estate salesman. 

Salt Spring Island High School’s track 
team, coached by Jim Wickens, won the 
Sooke-Saanich-Salt Spring district track and 
fi eld meet at Victoria High School on May 28. 

The Sidney-Tsawwassen ferry service 
came into being on June 15.

The Rod & Gun Club agreed to purchase 
four acres of the Vic Jackson property on Scott 
Road for $400 for use as a club shooting range 
for the group’s 82 members. 

The Ganges Boat Yard held its grand open-
ing on July 2.

Children were warned to stay out of Swan-
son’s Pond in August because it was heavily 
infested with swimmer’s itch. 

Mrs. Ernie Booth and Mrs. Harry Bonner 
quietly spent a day at Vesuvius Beach clean-
ing up all the trash. 

Prior Park on North Pender Island was 
being developed by the government, which 
had received the donated land from Mrs. F.L. 
Prior three years earlier. 

Capt. George A. Maude, sr. capt. of the Gulf 
Islands Ferry Company, was honoured on 
Sept. 30 with a dock-side presentation at Gan-
ges on the occasion of his 30th anniversary as 
skipper on the ferries in this area. 

The Salt Spring Lions Club celebrated its 
fi rst birthday on Oct. 21 with a cocktail party 
at the Legion Hall and a dinner meeting at the 
United Church. President Hart Bradley offi ci-
ated and received the club mascot, a goat 
named Hilda dressed in pink net shawl and 
pink panties, from member Harold Hoffman. 

This is the fi rst front page of the Drift-
wood, which would be published every 
Thursday on Salt Spring Island until the 
paper switched to a Wednesday publica-
tion day on June 5, 1974. 

The “direct” writing style of editor 
Woody Fisher was a hallmark of the paper 

and the times. The following page con-
tains another example of Fisher’s writing 
with an excerpt from a Facts, Fables and 
Foibles column. 

Miss Bea Hamilton, who was the Ful-
ford and Beaver Point correspondent 
and invaluable staff member right from 

the paper’s beginning until her death in 
February of 1973, also had an inimitable 
style. It is well-illustrated by her story 
about the discovery of a skeleton on the 
Olsons’ property, also printed on the 1961 
page along with some advertisements 
from that issue. 

First issue of the Driftwood makes a splash
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Happy 50th
Driftwood!

from the 
SALT SPRING 
FIRE RESCUE

Protecting the Island for as long as you’ve been writing about it!

19611961 | 50 YEARS OF COMMUNITY

TOP STORIES

More than 100 people attended a meeting at 
Fulford Hall on Jan. 18 to learn about the B.C. 
government’s Community Recreational Pro-
gram that provided some funding for commu-
nity-wide recreation programs. 

Morry Akerman won the 85-lb. division, the 
trophy for Best Left Hand and the Most Likely 
Prospect award at the 11th Annual Emerald 
Gloves boxing card held at Vancouver College 
in January. The SSI Boxing Club also earned 
the Best Small Club trophy. Nearly 400 people 
turned out to watch a boxing card at Fulford 
Hall on Feb. 4.

Eleven people attended the fi rst annual 
meeting of the SSI Fire Protection District: fi ve 
trustees, fi re fi remen and insurance rep Slim 
Thorburn.

Golf club founders were seeking minimum 
$50 subscriptions for a trust fund to buy the 
golf course property for $20,000 and create a 
golf and country club. The campaign was suc-
cessful by the summertime.

A tourist information centre was established 
in March by Mr. W.T.D. Jones at the Gulf Island 
Florist’s offi ce in Ganges.

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Maxwell of Fulford cel-
ebrated their diamond wedding anniversary on 
April 13. Both Dave Maxwell and Clara Trage 
were born on Salt Spring.

South Salt Spring ratepayers were protesting 
a Gulf Islands School Board motion to amal-
gamate the South SSI Voting District with the 
rest of the island, thereby eliminating the exclu-
sive rep for the south end among Salt Spring’s 
fi ve trustees. Of the island’s 640 voters, 298 were 
from the north end and 277 from the south. 
Much rancour followed, with south island 
trustee Doug Dane resigning from the board.

The provincial government, which had estab-
lished the B.C. Toll Authority Ferry System (BC 
Ferries) in 1960, bought the Gulf Islands Ferry 
Co., Ltd., formed by islanders Gavin C. Mouat, 
Des Crofton, Capt. Geo. Maude and Joe Laut-
man 10 years earlier. Its ships were the Motor 
Princess, the Cy Peck and the Geo. S. Pearson. 

Mouat Park was offi cially opened on Sept. 8 
before a crowd of more than 500 people. 

Commuter tickets were brought in for Gulf 
Islands ferry travellers. The basic rate for cars, 
not including the driver, was $1.25 between 
Fulford-Swartz Bay and Vesuvius-Crofton, and 
any two of the following ports: Ganges, Galiano, 
Mayne, Saturna and Pender. Commuter tickets 
reduced the $1.25 price to 75 cents. Passenger 
cost was 50 cents per trip but 10 for $2.50 with 
the tickets.

Salt Spring businessman and farmer Gavin C. 
Mouat died on Nov. 26 at Veterans’ Hospital in 
Victoria.  

A ferry terminal was proposed for Long 
Harbour to enact a direct, no-stop service to 
Tsawwassen, with feeder ferries from the other 
islands to Long Harbour. 

A decrease in travel will follow any increase in 
fares in the Gulf Islands ferry service, Gavin C. 
Mouat, president, Gulf Islands Ferry Co. (1951) 
said Monday. 

He appealed to Premier Bennett to stop the 
proposed 25 per cent fare increase designed 
to place the ferry service on a better economic 
footing. Ferries, he said, are “an extension of the 
highway system” and as such need not be oper-
ated for profi t. 

“If our department of highways had to be 
operated on a profi t basis, I’m sure we’d have no 
highways worthy of the name.” 

Cuts in the service were ordered Jan. 3. 
Mr. Mouat said, “It is now suggested that by 

increasing rates more revenue will result and we 
can again increase the service to the frequency 
that is needed. I cannot agree with this line of 
thought.”

Found in the ‘some 
things never change’ 
department, Jan. 12, 1961: 



Duncan Hepburn is now 
a retired professional project 
manager living on Beaver Point 
Road with his wife Emily Hep-
burn, but he grew up on Salt 
Spring Island and graduated 
from high school here in 1961. 
His mother was long-time 
island teacher Florence Hep-
burn and his father Arthur was 
a telephone lineman.

When Duncan was in high 
school he wrote a weekly school 
news column for the Sidney 
Review, and Driftwood founder 
Woody Fisher offered him part-
time work soon after starting 
the paper at the office at the 
bottom of Ganges Hill.

“The job was Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday after 
school, plus Saturdays,” recalls 
Duncan. “On publication day, 
Wednesday was until as late 
as necessary. I got 50 cents an 
hour!”

A year or so later he got a 
raise to 75 cents. 

“The pay was enough to 
save up, and was actually a 
noticeable help with university 
expenses,” he said.

Duncan worked there until 
September of 1961, then again 
for the summer of 1962. He was 
also acting editor for one issue 
in 1962 when Woody was ill, 
which meant he had to write the 
editorial for that week. Interest-
ingly, the topic was about an 
upcoming referendum to fund 
construction of a gymnasium-
auditorium and science room 
at Salt Spring’s school.  

Forty-seven years later on 
Salt Spring he was chair of the 
building committee for the Salt 
Spring Public Library Associa-
tion when it sought a similar 
kind of support to build a new 
library in Ganges. 

When Duncan worked at the 
Driftwood, it was still created 
using a Gestetner duplicator, 
which involved use of wax-cov-
ered paper sheets.  

“Typing or scribing made 
cuts in the wax, through which 
the ink was forced onto the 
paper,” said Duncan. “Repairs 
and errors were fixed using a 
red fl uid like nail polish to re-
seal the wax coating.”

The machine ran with an 
electric motor and automatic 
inking, but lots of hand-tending 
was required to make it work. 

Between 1,200 and 1,350 
copies were made each week. 
Usually there were 10 pages, 
printed double sided on legal 
sized paper. The pages were 
hand-collated from a rack, then 
hand-stapled and hand-fold-
ed. It was free to all Salt Spring 
mailboxes. 

Duncan’s job was to trace the 
drawings and lettering in all 
the ads using stencils; assist-
ing with the printing; doing sta-
pling; and working as a clerk in 
the Driftwood bookstore that 
the Fishers ran as part of the 
newspaper.

Duncan recalls having lots of 
fun working at the paper. (Most 
people who’ve enjoyed their 
time at the Driftwood in the 
past 50 years will tell you that 
having fun is a big reason they 
stay as long as they do.) 

He also remembers when 
they produced an “extra” edi-
tion. W.A.C. Bennett was B.C.’s 
premier, and he had a summer 
place on Sunset Drive. 

“There was a cabinet meet-
ing on July 14, 1960, at the Har-
bour House. We produced a  
short extra to cover this, though 

as I recall there wasn’t much 
newsworthy that arose from 
the meeting.”

Life was simpler then. 
“If I forgot the offi ce key to 

open up on Saturday morning, 
I just waited for Mouat’s store to 
open, where I went and bought 
another skeleton key for 10 
cents, to get in!”

The Driftwood used a golf-
ball style electric typewriter. 

“The carriage fl ew back and 
forth, which would cause some 
problems for the odd carelessly 
placed beverage bottle!”

“The original paper was quite 
different in style. This refl ects 
the lifestyle of the island at the 
time, more than the editorial 
style, I suspect. For example, 
weddings were described with 
descriptions of the bride’s dress, 
the fl owers and who attended. 
There was a column headed 
‘Facts, Fables and Foibles.’ This 
was a collection of one- or two-
line items ranging from gos-
sip to local events to what we 
would today call trivia.”

The Tripp Journal was a fea-
ture inserted when extra mate-
rial was needed to fi ll pages.  Its 
preface was “Continuing the 
journal of Anthony Tripp, said 
to have been found with sun-
dry letters in rubbish removed 
from a derelict farm on Max-
well, SSI,1959.”  

“I thought it was probably 
bogus, but I never did fi nd out 
who actually wrote it. It was 
well enough done to make it 
very believable.”
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The purchase of more than 3,000 acres of 
Crown forest land on Salt Spring by a German 
prince hit the news on Jan. 11. The purchase 
by Prinz Johanes von Thurn und Taxis gave 
him the second-biggest holding on the island, 
next to the 5,000 acres owned by MacMillan 
Bloedel. Purchase price was $500,000.  

Fulford residents expressed concerns in 
February about a suggestion for a south-island 
ferry terminal being established at Isabella 
Point.

 The Salt Spring Salties won their fi rst game 
in the Duncan & District Softball Associa-
tion, defeating the Duncan Moose 16-7. Tom 
McIntyre and Al Seaboyer hit home runs, while 
Ted Akerman and Laurie Hedger pitched for 
the local boys.

Salt Spring Islanders were incensed with ris-
ing school costs, paid through property taxes. 
“Our assessments have increased 60 per cent, 
our mill rate 74 per cent while our school bud-
get has only gone up 30 per cent since 1958. 
During that period the [provincial] govern-
ment grant has decreased from 69 per cent to 
19.5 per cent,” noted a letter from Chamber of 
Commerce president C.R. Horel.

Miss Nancy Reynolds was crowned May 
Queen at the annual Victoria Day Celebration 
held in Ganges and sponsored by the Fulford 
Hall Committee. Of note was a fl oat from some 
teenagers who had elected Norman Twa as 
their “May King.” 

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Rogers, who took up 
a homestead on 800 acres in the Cranberry 
area in 1902, celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary on June 14.

The Gulf Islands voted Conservative in the 
June 15 federal election, while NDP candidate 
Colin Cameron won the Nanaimo-Cowichan-
the Islands riding. A minority Conservative 
government led by John Diefenbaker was the 
nation-wide result.

Montague Marina Park on Galiano was 
offi cially opened on June 30 by the Hon. Earle 
C. Westwood, B.C.‘s Minister of Recreation and 
Conservation and local MLA.

Isabella Point Road was for the fi rst time 
surfaced with a black mixture called a fl ush 
coat on June 6.

On Aug. 11, nearly 700 people came out 
to watch Saanich band members race war 
canoes on Bullock Lake, with dances, food and 
a sports event taking place at Lakeridge Camp.

Gulf Islands voters rejected a proposed new 
auditorium-gymnasium and science room 
for Salt Spring Island’s school in an Oct. 5 
referendum.  

A new school board offi ce and health 
centre was opened on the school grounds in 
November. Grant Cruickshank had won the 
contract with a low bid of $17,955.

 Guard rails were installed in look-out areas 
on Mount Maxwell.

Duncan Hepburn holds a copy 

of the Sept. 6, 1962 Driftwood 

containing an editorial he 

wrote while “acting editor,” just 

before he returned to UBC for 

his second year of studies. He 

argued in favour of approving 

a referendum borrowing for a 

gymnasium-auditorium and 

science room at Salt Spring’s 

school. 

The way it was . . . in 1962 
The scene at the head of Ganges Harbour, following a storm. The logs were from a boom 

owned by Armand Quesnel. This was the fi rst paper to use a new off set printing process
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Fresh cuttings of willows and alders with the 
unique but identifi able teeth marks of a beaver 
were discovered at St. Mary Lake in January by 
John Inglin and Cliff Wakelin of the highways 
department. 

 James Akerman, the last of the Akermans 
born in Fulford in the 1870s, died in Victoria on 
Feb. 25 at the age of 88.

 While the nation voted for a minority Liberal 
government under Lester B. Pearson on April 8, 
the Gulf Islands preferred Progressive Con-
servative candidate W.F. Matthews, they again 
got NDPer Colin Cameron. The Driftwood 
reported: “1788 Gulf Islanders exercised their 
rights to vote and once again we can say, with 
pride mind you, that ‘as goes the Gulf Islands, 
no one else goes.’”

Fire completely destroyed a garage and guest 
room at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Mailey 
at Welbury Point on April 16. Prompt action by 
their eight-year-old son Bruce in calling the fi re 
department saved the family home.

Archdeacon G.H. Holmes was receiving 
congratulations on the 50th anniversary of his 
entry into the Anglican ministry. He came to 
Salt Spring in 1941.

Woody and Bobbie Fisher sold the Salt Spring 
Island Driftwood to James and Arlene Ward in 
May.

The Village Bay wharf at Mayne Island was 
totally destroyed by fi re. Sparks from a cutting 
torch employed by the company renovating 
the dock were blamed. Village Bay had no fi re 
protection service.

 Gulf Islands voters rejected another referen-
dum to build an auditorium-gymnasium and 
science room in Ganges by almost the same 
margin as the year before. A Galiano Island 
teacherage was added to this referendum ques-
tion.

The MV Queen of the Islands made its 
maiden run between Tsawwassen and the Gulf 
Islands on July 4. The 40-car ferry would sail 
from Long Harbour twice a day. It could carry 
400 passengers and employed a crew of 12. 

Ganges boat basin construction was started 
and completed this year.

Plans for a library building on McPhillips 
Avenue were announced by the Salt Spring 
Island Public Library Association, which bought 
a former workshop on the street from Mrs. Cora 
Leggett for $2,300.

A Sept. 30 provincial election won by the 
Social Credit party saw Nanaimo and the 
Islands elect NDP member David Stupich, who 
narrowly defeated incumbent Socred Earle C. 
Westwood. 

 Ganges Pharmacy changed hands on Nov. 
28. Mr. Leslie Ramsey of Victoria took over 
the operation from Mrs. Margaret Wells, who 
had been the pharmacist for the previous 15 
years.

From the July 4, 1963 Drift-
wood:

Today marks another step in 
improved ferry service for Gulf 
Islanders when MV Queen of the 
Islands sails in to Ganges dock 
at 12:20 p.m. on its maiden run 
between Tsawwassen and the 
Gulf Islands. 

Ferries have always played a 
major role in the story of the 
Gulf Islands from the earliest 
days when each settlement had 
its own wharf. The CPR ferries 
were an early transportation link 
for the islands. When they aban-
doned the run in 1951, islanders, 
under the leadership  of the late 
Gavin Mouat, started the Gulf 
Islands Ferry Co. Ten years later 
the ferry service was taken over 

by the B.C. Ferry Authority.
MV Queen of the Islands will 

provide a fast service direct to 
the mainland. There will be two 
sailings each day, leaving Long 
Harbour at 6:55 a.m. and 4:55 
p.m. and returning from Tsaw-
wassen at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 
p.m. 

The new vessel is 236 feet long 
and can carry 40 cars and 400 
people. It will travel at 15 knots 
and employs a crew of 12.

The ship is fully equipped with 
the latest electronic aids to navi-
gation, including long and short 
range radar sets, radio telephone 
and gyro-compass. 

A ship to shore telephone is 
provided for the use of passen-
gers and a comfortable sand-
wich bar will be located in the 

main lounge. A special turntable 
which allows cars to load and 
unload from the same end is fea-
tured on the new MV Queen of 
the Islands. 

Enroute from the early run 
to Tsawwassen this morning, 
the new ferry will arrive at Stur-
dies Bay at 10:15 where Galiano 
residents will stage a water dis-
play in honour of the new ship. 
Mayne Island has arranged for 
a dockside ceremony when the 
Queen of the Islands calls there 
at 10:50 a.m. Following disem-
barkation of regular passengers 
at Long Harbour the new ferry 
will tie up at the Ganges dock 
at 12:20 when the ship will be 
opened to the public. 

Acceptance program will be 
held on the dock at 1:15 p.m. 

MARSHALL SHARP PHOTO/SS ARCHIVES

A huge crowd gathers for inauguration of the new Queen of the Islands ferry held at the Ganges dock. 

Speeches were given by Premier W.A.C. Bennett, local MLA Earle C. Westwood and Chamber of Commerce 

president C.R. Horel.  

‘The old order changeth . . . .’
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The old hospital building on Ganges Hill (now 
Community Services) showed signs of life on 
Jan. 5 as 15 high school students from the Outer 
Islands spent their fi rst night in the building in 
its guise as a dormitory. The building was used to 
house students during the week until 1971.

The new Salt Spring Island Centennial Library 
opened on Feb. 1. Guest of honour was Mrs. 
W.A.C. Bennett, wife of B.C.’s premier. The couple 
owned property on the island.

Fire destroyed the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ernie 
Lowe at Lakeridge, the summer camp that was 
once the Bullock estate, on Feb. 11, while a cabin 
at East Camp on St. Mary Lake was lost two weeks 
later.

Thieves broke into the liquor store on Jackson 
Avenue, which had opened the previous year. 
Entry was gained through the rear wall when 
three cement blocks were removed from the 
building. 

The new modern Shell service station build-
ing, operated by Alex McManus, was opened on 
April 4 in Ganges. 

Bea Hamilton reported that $52 had been 
raised through card parties held by the South 
Salt Spring Women’s Institute and the Beaver 
Point Community Association to aid victims of 
the Port Alberni tsunami, which had struck on 
March 27 following an earthquake in Alaska.

The Crofton family sold the Harbour House 
Hotel to Vancouver owners headed by company 
president John M. Gurd, while Col. D.G. Crof-
ton was named its managing director. Mr. Gurd’s 
family was among the fi rst guests registered at the 
hotel when it opened in 1916.

Gulf Islanders voted 71 per cent in favour of 
building a high school on Salt Spring at a cost 
of $463,912, and a teacherage on Galiano Island 
for $12,540. 

Lady Minto Hospital celebrated its 50th anni-
versary. 

The Gulf Islands made the switch to automatic 
(or dial) telephones, bringing in the 537 exchange 
for Salt Spring and 539 for the other islands, on 
Aug. 16. Miss Josephine Overend, chief telephone 
operator for the Ganges exchange since 1958 and 
an operator since 1943, retired when the system 
changed. 

First prizes in various categories for the baby 
contest at the Salt Spring Festival and Sports Day 
were won by babies/toddlers Loretta Dods, Debbie 
Cruickshank, Mark O’Donnell and Andrea Simard. 

Three cougars were tracked and killed in one 
week in November. Bob Akerman, with sons 
Ted and Morry, plus Gavin Reynolds, Father W. 
Mudge and Ronnie Pappenburger were the vari-
ous men involved with the Akermans’ famed 
cougar hound Pearl. Since the provincial gov-
ernment did not pay bounties to private cougar 
hunters, the Farmers’ Institute elected to provide 
$50 to Bob Akerman for the service. 

Two Richmond men were fi ned for shooting 
two tame deer on Bruce Campbell’s deer farm on 
Beaver Point on Nov. 1.   

Beatlemania, Aug. 27, 1964 

Last week the Beatles came to town 
to kick off the annual PNE celebra-
tion in Vancouver. Their particular 
contribution lasted one-half hour, 
for which they became reportedly 
$90,000 richer, and left leaving a trail 
of damage, injury and emotional dis-
turbance which can be impossible to 
estimate.

The arrangements made for 
their safety and security were more 
elaborate and bizarre than would 
have been the case if it had been 
Mr. Kruschev. Barbed wire entangle-
ments on the fi re escapes to the hotel 
in which they were supposed to stay; 
dozens of policemen, who could ill 
be spared from busy PNE duties, 
plus many other security officers; 
a “moat,” no less, and a high wire 
fence between the stage on which 
they performed and their audience 
of yelling, screaming, fainting, hys-
terical youngsters.

All this in the name of good clean 
fun and so-called highly popular and 
acceptable entertainment fare for 

our young folk! In this writer’s opin-
ion, at least, this spectacle was highly 
symbolic of the sickness of our age. 

Even more frightening is the 
almost universal illogical frenzy with 
which a large group of our young 
people defend these fugitives from 
the barber chair. Asked what is so all-
fired wonderful about these enter-
tainers, it is readily admitted they 
have little talent so far as stage pres-
ence goes, and even less vocal or 
instrumental ability. The answer to 
this question, the only specifi c one 
I’ve heard, seems to be, “Who else 
could stand up before an audience 
in the thousands and get $90,000 for 
half an hour’s effort?” 

This gem was offered as an answer 
by an adult to this question in a TV 
interview just prior to last week’s 
debacle. 

It’s beyond us. Something seems to 
be very wrong with the way we teach 
human values. The worst of it is there 
doesn’t seem to be any great protest 
or willingness to come to grips with 
the problem. 

Shades of Sodom and Gomorrah!  

Driftwood editorial decries 
popularity of “fugitives 
from the barber chair”

The Driftwood changed its look in the fall of 1964 with a brand new logo.
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Island Pride bakery, previously known as 
McGill’s bakery, at the foot of Ganges Hill, was 
sold to Ken Whyte and his son Lorne from 
Victoria in January. Pat Derkson had owned the 
bakery for a year and a half. 

 
The Feb. 4, 1965 Driftwood front page carried 

a photo of a fl ooded area of Ganges, noting that 
the lack of a sewer system combined with the 
fl ooding caused “serious health hazards” when 
septic tank effl uent backed up. 

Jim Campbell of Saturna was elected Gulf 
Islands School Board chair for the third time. 

Between February and June, the Lions Club 
raised the $12,000 it needed to create the Pio-
neer Village seniors housing project. 

Canada’s new maple leaf fl ag was raised on 
the staffs of the local RCMP and ferries buildings 
at noon on Feb. 15.

Scott Point Marina was sold to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Taylor and Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Dickie of Los 
Angeles, California. Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Bradley 
had operated the marina for the past two and a 
half years. 

Leisure Lanes bowling alley opened on March 
6 under ownership of Mr. and Mrs. Ken Ralph. 

Dr. Francis’ private hospital in Ganges, which 
served 17 “chronically ill and aged” men, closed 
on April 14. The Driftwood said Francis reported 
“there was a trend on the part of the authorities 
to get rid of this kind of private hospital, made 
up from converted former homes of various 
kinds.”

Some 200 guests attended the 90th birthday 
party of T.W. Mouat in the Sunday school room 
at the United Church on May 1. 

Mayne Island resident Felix Jack was rescued 
by W.F. (Slim) Thorburn and Mac Mouat when his 
dugout skiff capsized in active Pass on June 16.

Marie Stark Wallace celebrated her 98th 
birthday on Aug. 15 and was believed to be the 
oldest Salt Spring resident born on the island (in 
1867).

Premier W.A.C. Bennett offi cially opened the 
new government building and court house at 
Crofton Road on Oct. 15. 

The Lady Minto Hospital sun room was 
opened on Oct. 20. The Women’s Auxiliary was 
especially thanked for its contributions not 
only to the project but for all other hospital 
and patient aid. 

A scale model for the future Centennial Park 
(called Boat Basin Park at the time) was unveiled 
in November. 

The South Salt Spring Island Association 
was formed on Nov. 16 after 70 people attended 
a Fulford Hall meeting, stating a desire for a 
voice in island affairs. Chairman Doug Dane 
said the island’s Chamber of Commerce was a 
small group of businessmen whose aim was to 
promote business for Ganges. South-enders were 
also concerned about the chamber’s promotion 
of a new ferry terminal for Isabella Point.

Driftwood editor 
James D. Ward, after 
attending a school 
board meeting, com-
mented: 

“Maybe the fi rst 
comment could be 
summed up in an old 
newspaper ‘saw’ which 
says that those who, in 
public service, make 
a habit of requesting 
the press not to quote 
them, should fi rst be 
sure they have some-
thing to say. For our 
part we cannot agree 
that persons in public 
life have a right to ask 
for anonymity when 
they make value judg-
ments about ques-
tions on which there is 
unquestionably room 
for argument. If it is 
fair to make such pro-
nouncements in such 
meetings, it is also fair 
for them to be quoted 
in public.”

Sports was big news on Salt Spring Island in the ‘60s, and roller hockey at Fulford Hall appeared to be king 

of them all in Driftwood coverage. 

A timeless 

editor’s message 

— Feb. 18, 1965
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The Geo. S. Pearson ferry took her last 
runs between Vesuvius and Crofton in Janu-
ary. She was to be replaced by the Vesuvius 
Queen, a sister ship to the Salt Spring  
Queen, which was already operating on the 
Fulford-Swartz Bay run.

Arbutus Court founders Mr. and Mrs. J.H. 
Reid sold the business to Mr. and Mrs. H. Van 
Dack from Australia.

90-year-old Salt Spring resident Nicholas 
Morgesin was hit by a car and killed instantly 
while walking on Fulford-Ganges Road on the 
night of April 9.

Bill Evans was named Good Citizen of the 
Year at the Chamber of Commerce installa-
tion dinner on April 15.

Mac and Laurie Mouat offi cially turned 
over the grocery department of Mouat Broth-
ers to Ben Greenhough on May 2, bringing in 
the era of Ben’s Lucky Dollar Store.

Fulford Hall renovations were completed, 
including the kitchen and dining area.

Gulf Islands Secondary School was 
officially opened on May 28 by His Hon-
our, The Lieutenant-Governor of Brit-
ish Columbia, Major-General George R. 
Pearkes. “Unanimous opinion is that the 
building and setting rivals anything in or 
outside the province for beauty,” noted 
the Driftwood. 

 
A meeting was held on June 10 at Mahon 

Hall to discuss the possible formation of an 
incorporated village for Ganges.

Volunteers were working hard to ensure 
North Galiano could get electrical service 
before Christmas time. The $81,000 project 
got underway in February and could only be 
accomplished if residents themselves sup-
plied all the poles, dug the holes and cleared 
13 miles of right-of-way north from Mon-
tague Harbour. 

Salt Spring Cablevision advertised its ser-
vices as of September, offering “8 channels of 
excellent quality viewing” from the cable tower 
on Cranberry Road to Fulford-Ganges Road 
and to Ganges village, including Churchill Road 
and up as far as Lady Minto Hospital. Next to 
be completed was a line from Lady Minto down 
Lower Ganges Road to Vesuvius.

Saturna Island School’s new principal 
in September was Manson Toynbee. J.E. 
Hartwig succeeded J.M. Evans as principal of 
both the elementary and new high school on 
Salt Spring. 

The fi rst load of topsoil for the new Centen-
nial Park was delivered in mid-September.

A large barn on the Luton property on 
Blackburn Road burned to the ground on 
Nov. 3 as a result of spontaneous combustion. 

The Chamber of Commerce was told by 
B.C. Ferries that further discussion about 
an Isabella Point terminal would be “fruit-
less.” 

Some commentary on cartoons
Local editorial cartoons made their 

debut with the Driftwood on Sept. 22, 
1966 with artist Tom Volquardsen. Then 
Art Simons, writing under the name of 
Salty, took over duties on Nov. 24 until 
1972. Both men still live and produce art 
on the island. 

Not surprisingly, ferry travel was as easy 
a target for cartoonists then as it is now. 
Here’s both men’s take on the following 
situation. 

Islanders were complaining about the 
long outside walk foot passengers had to 
take at Swartz Bay in order to access fer-
ries to the Gulf Islands or to Vancouver.

As a Driftwood editorial from the time 
noted: “We walked, with a raw wind blow-
ing, in the cold drizzle of early Sunday 
morning, from the Salt Spring Queen up 
through the maze of wired, concentra-
tion-camp-type walks that somehow give 
you an uncomfortable feeling you have 
strayed into the main thoroughfare of the 
Winnipeg stockyards. The distance is bad 
enough — and certainly must be some-
thing close to physical torture for elderly 
persons who may have physical disabil-
ities. Surely there must be some other 
answer for such persons who suffer this 
kind of diffi culty in this age of wheels.” 

Broadening the coverage area
On June 2 the Salt Spring Driftwood 

changed its emphasis to encompass 
the Gulf Islands, changing its mast-
head by adding the preface “Serving 
the Gulf Islands from Porlier Pass to 
Satellite Channel.”

Its first outer islands correspon-
dents were Miss Jean Lockwood from 
South Galiano, Miss Devina Baines  
from North Galiano, John McMaho, 
(AKA PapaJohn) from Saturna, Mrs. 
Elsie Brown from Mayne and Miss 
Francis Saville from Pender. 

The Driftwood had purchased the 
Gulf Islander, printed on Galiano, 

from Lockwood to effect the merg-
er. 

The papers’ other correspondents 
were Bea Hamilton, who covered 
Fulford and Beaver Point and had 
been with the paper from its incep-
tion; Doreen Morris, who wrote a 
regular “Comings and Goings” col-
umn, plus special events in the Gan-
ges, Scott Point and Vesuvius areas; 
and Doris Delong, who covered the 
waterfront from the Walker Hook, 
Fernwood and north end areas of 
Salt Spring. The Delongs operated a 
store at Fernwood.
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Congratulations to The Gulf Islands Driftwood 
on its 50 year milestone.

A proud supplier for Driftwood Publishing, CentralWeb 

has been impressing clients with professional web 

printing solutions since 1967. Whether you need Flyers, 

Catalogues, Newspapers, or Gloss Magazines, we can 

get the job done – on time and on budget.
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TOP STORIES

The year opened with announcement that 
James and Arlene Ward had sold the Gulf Islands 
Driftwood to Frank G. Richards, who had been 
a newspaperman in Sidney for 17 years.

Dr. J. L. M. Whitbread, senior medical offi cer 
of health for the Greater Victoria Metropolitan 
Board of Health, issued a stern warning about 
the dangers of pollution of surface water and 
low-lying areas taking place from the existing 
septic tanks and tile fi elds. One case of infectious 
hepatitis had been reported in the Ganges area 
but an epidemic was possible, said Whitbread. 

Valcourt Building Supplies Ltd., a lumber 
yard on Lower Ganges Road established in 1964, 
added hardware sales to its operation on June 2. 
Hundreds of people attended the grand opening, 
which saw MLA John Tisdalle cut the cake along 
with owner Phil Valcourt.

Lieut-Col. Desmond G. Crofton was named 
citizen of the year by the Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce on May 12.

The Centennial Caravan visited Salt Spring 
on May 24, with 1967 people reportedly taking 
the tour.

Nellie Schwagly, who operated the Dutch 
Beauty Salon on Salt Spring, and her daughter 
Mrs. Joan Smith were honoured by an invitation 
to wait upon Queen Juliana of the Netherlands 
when she visited Victoria in May. Frank Schwagly 
also attended.

Pioneer Village seniors project, spearheaded 
by the Salt Spring Lions Club, was formally 
opened on June 16. 

On June 16, Gulf Islands voters rejected a 
proposal for three classrooms plus an indus-
trial education room at GISS, an augmented 
dormitory and a teacherage at Pender by an 
ever greater margin than they had the previous 
December. The third time proved lucky when 
another vote passed in December 1967. 

Also on June 16, eligible Ganges-area voters 
rejected a proposal to incorporate the village as 
a means of bringing in a sewer system. The vote 
was 109 against, 91 in favour, with three ballots 
spoiled. 

Mayne Islanders were celebrating the arrival 
of oil to keep the dust down on some roads and 
blacktopping for almost a mile of the main road. 

Expo 67 fever gripped the islands, along 
with the rest of Canada. Twenty Saturna school 
children and six adults, travelling by train to 
Montreal, were among Gulf Islanders who made 
the trek east. 

The Gulf Islands became part of a new Victoria 
regional hospital district in October, despite 
islanders’ protestations that they should be in 
their own district, and part of the Capital Region-
al District for zoning and planning purposes. 
Doug Cavaye was fi rst appointed Salt Spring’s 
representative and then elected in a Dec. 9 vote 
between himself and Gilbert S. Humphreys. 
Miss Joan Purchase represented the Outer Gulf 
Islands.  

Centennial Park became the spot to hon-
our Salt Spring’s pioneers, with a special 
project spearheaded by Mr. and Mrs. P.G. 
James. Mr. James was a well-known agricul-
turalist and creator of the Salt Spring Sunrise 
tomato. On July 13, 1967, the Driftwood 
printed the list of pioneers and their dates 
of arrival on the island. As you can imagine, 
some errors may be possible in this list, and 
we apologize in advance if that is the case.  

Bevil Acland - 1945
Rev. and Mrs. G. Aitkens - 1917
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Akerman - 1863
Mr. and Mrs. G.E. Akerman - 1868
Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Akerman - 1868 and 1876
Douglas B. Alan-Williams - 1921
Joseph Bate - 1947
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Beddis - 1884
Dr. and Mrs. Lionel Beech - 1904
Jonathan Begg - 1859
Capt. and Mrs. Paul Bion - 1910
Mr. and Mrs. E.G. Borrodaile - 1898
Estelon de Bittencourt - 1859
Manoel de Bittencourt - 1859
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Bond - 1916
Mrs. Joel Broadwell - 1889
Mr. and Mrs. John Brown - 1906 and 1910
H.W. Bullock - 1892
Mr. and Mrs. J. Byron - 1930
Mr. and Mrs. A.B. Cartwright - 1904 and 

1911
Mr. and Mrs. Francois Chantelu - 1910
Mrs. Annie R. Crofton, R.N., M.M. - 1914
Frank Crofton - 1898
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Crofton - 1899 and 1893
Mrs. Doris Crofton - 1919
Alfred W. Cooke - 1894
Joseph de Macedo - 1951
Rev. G.W. and Mrs. Dean - 1909
Mr and Mrs. A.J.W. Dodds - 1905
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Drake - 1918 and 1892
Mrs. Charlotte Eaton - 1922
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Elliot - 1905
Howard Estes - 1859
Mr. and Mrs. W.P. Evans - 1912 and 1916
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gardner - 1904
Mr. and Mrs. O.J. Garner - 1904
Mr. and Mrs. C.A. Goodrich - 1919
Capt. and Mrs. A.B. Gurney - 1943
Michael Gyves - 1864
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gyves - 1890
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Halley - 1898

Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Halley - 1905
Mr. and Mrs. W.J.L. Hamilton - 1897
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. P. Heinekey - 1919
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Horel - 1869
Arthur Inglis - 1918
Mr. and Mrs. P.T. James - 1917
John C. Jones - 1859
Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Kingsbury - 1905 and 

1909
Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Lang - 1911
Lieut. Col. and Mrs. B.V. Layard - 1906
Paul Lazenby - 1957
T.H. Lee - 1892
Dr. W.T. Lockhart - 1950
Mrs. Annie H. Lowe - 1936
Percy Lowther - 1907
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Lumley - 1872
Miss Margaret Manson - 1890
W. McAfee - 1903
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. McFadden - 1861
J. McNulty - 1957
H.T. Minchin - 1932
Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Mollet - 1887
Mr. and Mrs. V. Case Morris - 1909 and 

1911
Ray Morris - 1922
Gavin Mouat - 1893
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Mouat - 1886
Jerry Mouat - 1894
Laurie Mouat - 1890
Miss Margaret J. Mouat - 1894
Mr. and Mrs. T.W. Mouat - 1885
Mr. and Mrs. Thos. W. Mouat - 1885 and 

1938
John Norton - 1859
Mrs. Mary Palmer - 1906
Harold Price - 1910
Mr. and Mrs. Petley Price - 1909
Reginald Price - 1909
Robert Price - 1910
Mr. and Mrs. Raffl es Purdy - 1884
Sidney Quinton - 1955
Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Reid - 1911
Mr. and Mrs. Henry N. Rogers - 1877
Chester Sampson - 1886
Henry Sampson - 1859
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Scott - 1889 and 1898
Geoffrey Scott - 1889
Mr. and Mrs. W.E. Scott - 1889 and 1893
Mr. and Mrs. David Simson - 1927
Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Smith - 1900 and 1904
Mr. and Mrs. T.F. Speed - 1907

Cecil Springford - 1908
Mrs. Sylvia Stark - 1860
Willis Stark - 1860
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Stevens - 1884
John N. Stevens - 1885
Wm. Y. Stewart - 1920
E.H. Streeten - 1911
R.F. Vapaavouri - 1953
Mrs. A. Wallace - 1865
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Walter - 1884 and 

1888
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Walter - 1886 and 

1897
Frank Westcott - 1903
Bill Whims - 1859
Hiram Whims - 1859
Mr. and Mrs. G. Wilkes - 1906
Rev. E.F. Wilson - 1894
Llewellyn Wilson - 1894
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Wilson - 1894
Lieut. Col. and Mrs. B.A. Wolfe-Merton 

- 1932
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Wood - 1893 and 

1895
Edwin Worthington - 1956
Gerald B. Young - 1905
Reginald Young - 1905

From the “some things never change” de-

partment:  The July 13, 1967 cutline was: 

“Complete with squeak the rocking horse 

ranked high.”  That silly horse in Centennial 

Park has squeaked since day one! 

Lieutenant-Governor George Pearkes cuts the ribbon to Centennial Park in the 

company of Mrs. Lindsay Kyle, secretary of the Centennial Committee.
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Making money make sense™

Change and adaption – 
a true test in time.

Congratulations Driftwood
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TOP STORIES

Beaver Point farmer Gavin Reynolds report-
ed the loss of 200 sheep without a trace in in the 
previous year. Later that year, farmers called on 
the provincial agriculture minister to protest the 
incidence of sheep stealing among the islands. 

 
School trustees approved a $300 expendi-

ture for the measles vaccine for Gulf Islands 
students.

Salt Spring Islanders were howling at a reduc-
tion in ferry service on the Crofton-Vesuvius 
run, which saw the late-night Friday and Sun-
day sailings cut, and then again in February 
when ferry workers walked off the job to protest 
the system-wide cut of 160 crew. 

 
Col. M.F. Peiler was presented with the Good 

Citizen Award by the Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce in recognition of his work as chair-
man of the island’s Centennial Committee.

Mrs. Annie Barnes became the new matron 
of Lady Minto Hospital in March.

In February and March, the Salt Spring Lions 
and the Chamber of Commerce outlined an 
ambitious new plan for a recreation centre at 
Ganges, with an ice rink for skating and curling, 
and a heated swimming pool.

Sewage and development issues dominated 
the islands. Magic Lake Estates subdivision on 
Pender received a permit to discharge partially 
treated sewage into Swanson Channel, but Salt 
Spring residents did not want to see the same 
for the Maliview Estates subdivision, and a 
proposed Mayne Island development calling for 
100 new homes at Village Bay now and 400 later 
also aroused concerns about sewage. 

The Lions Club’s annual Walkathon raised 
some $3,000. Youth Brian Pharis fi nished the 
eight-mile course fi rst — in only 65 minutes — 
by running the whole way. 

George Lampier replaced Percy Jones as Ful-
ford postmaster in May. Jones was known for his 
“big cigar and big grin,” noted the Driftwood.

Cpl. Vernon Myers became the RCMP mem-
ber replacing Cpl. F.C. Rhodes in Ganges.

The Bank of Montreal removed its old build-
ing in Ganges and built a new one in its place. 

New Democrat Colin Cameron was elected 
in the June 25 federal election that saw Liberal 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau become Canada’s prime 
minister for the fi rst time. However, Cameron 
died of a stroke in August. A by-election was 
held the following February.

Forestry rangers were gone from Salt Spring 
Island for good in July as the station on Ganges 
Hill was sold by auction to Alex McManus.

The new Community Gospel Church was 
hard pressed to accommodate the crowds who 
gathered to take part in its dedication at Ganges.

While working on a Galiano subdivision, land 
surveyor Peter Arnell was mistakenly killed by 
a hunter on Oct. 22.  

MARSHALL SHARP PHOTO/ SS ARCHIVES

Men fl ip their pancakes in the 1968 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Races in Ganges.

Pancake races, fl ower shows and social teas
Social news formed a huge part of the 

Driftwood’s content in the 1960s. It seems 
as if every participant in every commu-
nity event held by clubs, schools and 
churches, plus news about who was vis-
iting whom and where islanders were 
vacationing was reported. 

The annual Pancake Day Races held on 
Shrove Tuesday, sponsored by the Legion 
Auxiliary, was a popular annual event in 
Ganges, and a good one for photographs. 

This was the front-page report from the 
Thursday, Feb. 29, 1968 paper: 

School teachers have the stamina, 
alright. 

For two years in a row the international 
frying pan race at Ganges was won by the 
principal of the Ganges schools. Two years 
ago principal J. Evans took the pan and 
last year his successor, Donald Hartwig, 
led the fi eld. 

On Tuesday the teachers showed that it 
is not only the principal who boasts a well-
rounded gastrocnemius. The vice-princi-
pal of Gulf Islands Secondary School, Bob 
McWhirter, won the frying pan, while the 
vice-principal of the elementary school, 
G. Woodley, was edged into third place by 
realtor Ron Lee. 

Pancake races have been staged each 

Shrove Tuesday in Ganges for 10 years. No 
race in that decade has been run on more 
summery conditions than on Tuesday 
when the park took on the appearance of 
a mid-summer race. 

Races are open to every youngster from 
kindergarten to grandmotherhood. 

For sheer oddity, the pancake races 
were rivalled only by the Greasy Pig Con-
test fundraiser for Centennial Park main-
tenance, which was started in 1968 by 
John Stepaniuk. He was a farmer, high-
ways foreman, an islands trustee and a 
well-loved, much-involved community 
member, along with his wife Mary. 
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Come see us now!
e see us now!
e see us now!

The way we looked in ‘86 
(facial hair added to protect the innocent)

FOXGLOVE FARM & GARDEN
104 ATKINS ROAD 250-537-5531

2010 Spring 
Open House
April 10th
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TOP STORIES

In January, W.M. Mouat, president of Mouat 
Bros. Ltd., announced the sale of the 62-year-old 
company to Dick, Tom and Manson Toynbee, 
nephews of the fi rm’s founders. Later in 1969, the 
company name was changed to Mouat’s Trading 
Co. Ltd. It purchased both the Salt Spring Island 
Trading Co. and the Ganges Crest restaurant and 
applied to take over and fi ll the foreshore near 
its store.

 
One of the oldest buildings on Salt Spring 

went up in fl ames on Feb. 15. The home of Col. 
and Mrs. C.E. Bailey had stood overlooking 
Trincomali Channel since 1856. 

Volunteer SS fi re chief Fred Donaghy retired 
in May after nine years of service. Later in the 
year the island had its fi rst paid fi re chief in 
David Smith, who came from Langford. D.C. 
Goodman also retired as chair of the fi re district 
board and was replaced by Ben Greenhough, Sr.

A car crash on North End Road claimed the life 
of 18-year-old Colin Richard Buckley of Ganges 
in March.

The Capital Regional District Board gave 
unanimous approval to the call for a survey of 
planning needs for the Gulf Islands at a June 
meeting.

One of the oldest businesses on Salt Spring 
changed hands in July when Salt Spring Lands 
Ltd. was purchased by Pat Lee and G.S. Hum-
phreys, salesmen with the real estate company 
that dated back to the days of Malcolm and 
Purvis. Vendors were C.R. Horel and Rodney 
Pringle, who had acquired the company with 
Colin Mouat in 1957 and bought Mouat’s shares 
in 1960.

Heavy truck traffi c was restricted between 
Crofton and Vesuvius in July when the Crofton 
ferry wharf was condemned by the department 
of transport for vehicles exceeding 10 tons gross 
weight. 

A provincial order-in-council banned the use 
of rifl es for hunting game from the Gulf Islands 
in July. Land surveyor Adrian Wolfe-Milner had 
presented an 885-signature petition, following 
the death of surveyor Peter Arnell by a hunter the 
previous year on Galiano. 

 
Plans were announced for a medical clinic on 

Pender Island, in memory of the late Anglican 
Bishop Michael Edward Coleman.

Socred John Tisdalle maintained his Saanich 
and the Islands seat in the Aug. 27 provincial 
election that saw the Social Credit party win 31 
seats, the NDP 17 and the Liberals 6.

Motorcyclist Steven Edward Reeves, 18, was 
the third person to die on the same section of 
Fulford-Ganges switchback road south of Garner 
Road, when he ran into a stationary school bus. 

Marc H. Holmes of Isabella Point was elected 
Salt Spring’s director on the CRD board.

Municipal Affairs Minister Dan Campbell 
imposed a “breathing spell” on development in 
the islands with new lots limited to a minimum 
10 acres in size until community plans could be 
completed.

Saturna Island sheep farmer 
James M. (Jim) Campbell was a Gulf 
Islands School District trustee from 
January 1958 to December 1969 and 
was board chair on several occa-
sions. 

He also chaired the B.C. School 
Trustees’ Association and its Van-
couver Island branch. In 1970 he 
was offered a life membership in the 
school trustees association. 

He was also the charter president 
of the B.C. Educational Institute. 

In 1971 he began his 10 years of 
service as the Outer Islands repre-
sentative on the Capital Regional 

District Board, and was CRD Board 
chair for seven years, followed by two 
years as an Islands Trust rep. 

His wife Lorraine became Saturna 
Island’s school board representative 
in 1983, and served for 13 years. She 
was also a Lady Minto Gulf Islands 
Hospital rep for 19 years and first 
president of the Gulf Islands Inter-
mediate and Personal Care Society, 
among other community involve-
ment. 

Jim was a graduate from the UBC 
Faculty of Agriculture, while Lorraine 
had a Masters of Science in Agricul-
ture from UBC. 

A note about the Campbells

MARSHALL SHARP PHOTO/SS ARCHIVES

At left, Jim Campbell

PHOTO BY MARSHALL SHARP / SS ARCHIVES

Gulf Islands Secondary School’s Class of ‘68, from left to right (top row) are: Wayne Taylor, Frank Reynolds, Rick Carlson, Frank Waterfall, 

Dave Stacey, Eric Booth, Lawrence Hollings, Matt Schubart, Norman Stevens; (middle row) Sylvia Atkins, Ann Harvey, Sherrin Stevens,  

Darlien Knight, Sandy McLeod, Lilian Cunningham, Nan Campbell, Linda Anderson, Pat Stewart; (front row) Debbie Deas, Laurie 

Mouat, Brenda Sharp, Linda Allen and Carol Bennett.
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Congratulations on your 50th year!

The need for shelter box support is ongoing.  We are on the 
ground in Chile, Turkey and in Haiti.  www.shelterbox.ca

Rotary weekly meeting Wednesdays 12:00 - 1:00pm 
at the Harbour House Hotel.

Rotary Club of Salt Spring, Box 513, Ganges PO.  V8K 2W2
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TOP STORIES

A fi nal appeal to prevent the discharge of 
treated sewage into Trincomali Channel for the 
Maliview Estates project failed on Jan. 19.

The Fulford May Day Parade, May Queen 
and May Day celebrations were cancelled by the 
Fulford Hall Association in the face of con-
troversy over the process of selecting the May 
Queen and her attendants, but the Salt Spring 
Chamber of Commerce picked up the event 
instead.

 Also in April, Lady Minto Hospital chairman 
Doug Cavaye warned that hospital services 
faced cutting due to the provincial govern-
ment’s refusal to pay wage increases to staff.

The Gulf Islands School District marked 100 
years of schooling in the islands.

Salt Spring pioneer Mrs. Pearl Reynolds 
died on May 20 at the age of 89, leaving 92 
direct descendants and a wealth of stories to be 
shared by her family and community.

The 653 Fulford exchange came into being.

Galiano Island lost its major grocery and 
hardware stores through a fi re that razed the 
Galiano Store on June 3. Almost every able-
bodied man on the island assisted to ensure the 
fi re did not spread.

The Miners Bay Store on Mayne Island 
opened in a new spot on June 10 under owner-
ship of Dick and Sallie Pugh.

Ready-mix concrete came to Salt Spring when 
A.M. Brown disposed of his interests in the Rain-
bow Road gravel pit to Gulf Coast Materials Ltd. of 
Duncan, which indicated plans for a cement plant.

A raucous meeting at Fulford Hall saw 400 
islanders debate Salt Spring’s fi rst proposed 
zoning bylaw. The Driftwood reported that 
most supported the CRD/Advisory Planning 
Commission process, while others expressed 
anger towards it and planning committee mem-
bers. Committee chair Henry Schubart resigned 
as a result of the controversy.

At a July 10 meeting, 57 Saturna property 
owners called for a plebiscite on remaining in 
the CRD, but Municipal Affairs Minister Dan 
Campbell turned down their request.

A CRD building permit system came into 
effect on Salt Spring in July. Inspectors were 
Charles Harris and Emil Luchmuth. Highways 
permits were also suddenly required for the sit-
ing of driveways.

The Queen of Sidney went aground while 
attempting to land at Sturdies Bay on Sept. 11 
during hurricane force winds.

Saanich MP Liberal David Anderson pro-
posed that the Gulf Islands be made into a 
national park, spawning much debate.

The Galiano Fire District was created when 
South Galiano ratepayers voted in December 
to establish a taxpayer-supported fi re depart-
ment. Pender Island voters narrowly rejected a 
similar proposal.

 

T h e  t i m e s  t h e y  w e re 
a’changin‘ — big time. The 
peace movement, draft dodg-
ers from the U.S. and youth 
liberation were in full swing 
in 1970 and dissection of the 
changes fi lled many a newspa-
per column. The following is 
from the Feb. 5, 1970 edition of 
the Driftwood.

He was one of many. Not yet 
21, he came to the Driftwood 
and enquired of housing.  

“Do you know of any cabins 
for rent?”  

He was told that he would be 
lucky to fi nd a chicken house. 
Everything on this island with 
a roof was in regular use. 
House, cottage, cabin, shack. 
If it keeps most of the rain out, 
it is a valuable rental property. 
Sometimes it is more valuable 
to the tenant than the owner.  

The enquirer was not set 
back by the lack of homes. 
He had already found one, he 
explained but it was only big 
enough for two and there were 
four of them in the light truck.  

She came off the ferry at the 
week end and stood on dry 
land. It was strange land, far 
from home and there was no 
one to meet her. She peered 
into the darkness and wait-
ed.  Finally a car came fast 
down the hill to the wharf 
and a stranger addressed her 
by name. She had arrived, 
another of the youthful move-
ment northwards from Cali-
fornia.  They live everywhere 
among the islands. The name-
less, almost faceless, youthful 
nomads. Canada is freedom 
to many Americans. The west 

coast is the end of the line to 
many Canadians. Canadians 
who have pulled up their roots 
to wander find the islands 
attractive. There is no bitter 
cold and a cabin is shelter 
enough from the chill of the 
rains. The islands are gentle 
and the pace is slow.

When the former Driftwood 
employee left Salt Spring 
Island for California, she 
aroused consternation among 
her American friends. Why 

would anyone want to move 
south?

To the Californian youth, 
dodging the draft and bring-
ing his girlfriend with him, 
perhaps Canada is asylum. 
Once here he may thumb his 
nose at the United States army 
authorities. Some don’t. They 
are among the refugees who 
fear attack. When Driftwood 
asked a group of draft dodg-
ers for their views, all but one 
declined to speak on the sub-
ject for fear of reprisals from 
the FBI. The more nervous 
bring their fears across the 
line with them.

The youth of the islands is 
by no means all American.  

“Peace!”  calls Broth Steve. 
No matter where he is, Steve is 
probably calling down peace 
on somebody’s head. He hails 
from Toronto and has slowly 
slid westwards towards until 
only Vancouver Island remains 
between him and Japan. He 
lives quietly, carrying his mes-
sage of universal love.  

Some are Salt Spring Island-

ers. They lived long enough at 
home and now in cabins and 
shacks in order to live free of 
adult supervision.

Not all have long hair. Few 
have the exaggeratedly long 
hair that was common on 
the island during the past 
few years. Most are casually 
dressed and none turns out 
in a smartly cut business suit. 
This movement of the youth 
to the islands is to be found 
in the most communities of 

Vancouver Island as well.
Boys and girls, some out of 

the school, some with cur-
tailed school record, from 
south and east, all come to 
“escape from the rat race.”

What are they all doing?
Some are working and 

some are not. Those that work 
support those who have no 
income. There is a freemason-
ry among the transient youth-
ful movement that would 
shame their elders. A hungry 
visitor never leaves them. 
Their food is his food. Their 
shelter is his shelter. Scorn-
ing the teachings of Christ, 
they have applied christianity 
which is not often to be found 
in church.

What do they do for kicks?
Everything.
They will drink alcohol-

ic beverages if they get the 
chance. If there are drugs to 
be found, many will probably 
go for them. Many live as hus-
band and wife, but marriage 
has adopted a new connota-
tion, common-law, as else-

where on the continent, the 
churches are suspect.

Church is for those who 
preach one law and practice 
another. What else is there to 
do? There is no theatre on the 
islands. Salt Spring Island has 
had a theatre, but it has long 
since been closed. Two years 
ago there was a regular film 
showing in the local halls, but 
it was not profi table. For a time 
many establishments denied 
the admission to young men 
and boys with long hair. There 
are two service clubs on Salt 
Spring Island. Neither is con-
cerned with this problem of 
youth and recreation.

There are churches. Con-
gregations are mostly elder-
ly people. Younger persons 
are rarely oriented towards 
churchgoing. The result is 
that the majority of church-
goers have not the faintest 
appreciation of what is going 
on around them. They have 
brought their own families up 
in a different era. Being unable 
to comprehend them, they are 
unable to help.

In the meantime, every ferry 
brings another island run-
ner. Salt Spring Island needs a 
youth centre. It needs facilities 
for both the transient popu-
lation and the island young-
sters. There is a need for rec-
reation rooms, entertainment 
and a meeting place.  This 
need is not likely to dimin-
ish. It will grow and if it is not 
met the island will suffer. We 
have facilities for island adults 
and for tourists, but the need 
for a similar pattern of rec-
reation on a younger scale is 
crying for fulfillment. It is a 
pity islanders are so deaf.

The Lions Club Walkathon was a huge fundraising 

event for people of all ages held each spring on 

Salt Spring between the years of 1968 and 1980. 
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WE TAKE:
• Appliances 
• Batteries 
• Bicycles 
• Cell phones  
• Computers 
• Televisions 
• Stereos • Loose metal 
• Furnaces • Ducting 
• Tires

PLANES, TRAINS 
& AUTOMOBILES!

For a small item pickup 
call for estimate
250-538-8335
250-538-7730   

thecarrecycler@yahoo.ca 440 RAINBOW ROAD440 RAINBOW ROAD
HOURS:

Monday - Friday 8-5  
Saturday 10-4

“It’s an 
honour to be 
part of this 

community.”

Way to go 

Driftwood!

John
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Salt Spring’s zoning bylaw was given fi nal 
adoption by the CRD on Jan. 14.

Named to the fi rst Salt Spring Community 
Planning Association were: Jack Russell, Noel 
McConnell, I.C. Shank, John Stepaniuk, Bob 
McWhirter, T.E. Harcus, Ray Hill, Wilf Bangert, 
Matthew Schubart, Mrs. R.R. Alton, Mrs. A.M. 
Brown, Eric Donnelly, Mrs. Cynthia Woody and 
Mike Larmour.

Reconstruction of Fulford wharf com-
menced in February. The project would provide 
a parking area for cars waiting for the ferry.

The North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
announced plans to use St. Mary Lake to aug-
ment the supply from Maxwell Lake. 

The Lady Minto Hospital Ladies’ Auxiliary 
Thrift Shop opened May 22 on Vesuvius Bay 
Road.

Some 270 telephone subscribers on the Pend-
ers received their new 629 telephone exchange 
numbers in July. 

Federal Fisheries Minister Jack Davis was 
pushing hard to protect the Georgia Strait waters 
by creation of a national marine park. Transport 
of oil by American tankers was a major concern.

A school district proposal to transport high 
school students from the Outer Islands to Salt 
Spring by boat on a daily basis was rejected by 
parents, but the Ganges Hill dormitory was still 
closed in the fall when a suitable administrator 
was not found. Students were billeted with Salt 
Spring families instead.

Salt Spring Mobile Home Estates was 
opened by Mr. and Mrs. Art Cade north of Gan-
ges on Lower Ganges Road.

Drummond Park opened on July 31. The 
land originally donated for a children’s park in 
1969 by Capt. L.D.B. Drummond was augment-
ed by a gift from his widow Betty Drummond 
and an additional parcel from the province.

The King family of Saturna lost everything 
when the old Macdonald house on Narvaez Bay 
Road caught fi re in the summer. 

Transient youths were monopolizing the free 
campsites at Mouat Park. Mrs. P. Grain of the 
Mod’n’Lavender tourist bureau said she had 
heard about several unpleasant incidents in the 
park.

On Dec. 11, Gulf Islands voters rejected plans 
for a total of $750,000 in expenditures pro-
posed for school buildings on all islands, and 
to spend up to 1/10th of a mill for recreation 
purposes. However, the recreation vote was 
challenged and deemed passed the following 
February.

Former Gulf Islands School Board chair Jim 
Campbell became CRD director for the Outer 
Islands, while Marc Holmes was re-elected 
to the position on Salt Spring. Winning three 
school trustee seats from a fi eld of nine Salt 
Spring candidates were Dr. E.R. Dixon, Mrs. 
Ione Guthrie and Charles Baltzer.

MARSHALL SHARP PHOTO/SS ARCHIVES 

Artist Alfred Temmel is seen working on a Salt Spring mural for Ben’s Lucky Dollar 

Store (that later became the K&R). Temmel’s murals were also in the Ship’s Anchor 

Inn, the Harbour House, Ganges Crest restaurant and a tourist info sign that still ex-

ists today on Lower Ganges Road. 

Islands go artsy
Everyone knows the Gulf Islands are a mecca 

for the performing and visual arts, but what was 
the arts scene like in 1971?

Well, it was defi nitely in the blossoming stage, 
according to coverage in the Driftwood. 

A Nov. 4 Driftwood article headlined “Interest 
in Art Leaps” described the growth in Gulf Islands 
Community Arts Council membership from only 
eight when it was formed in 1968 to 140 in 1971. 

Council president Gordon C. Matthews reported 
that 2,200 tourists had visited the displays at Art-
craft in Mahon Hall during the summer of 1971, 
although only 200 islanders were believed to have 
attended.

“Art is on ‘pretty solid ground,’ he remarked, 
and the drama group is going ahead,” stated the 
Driftwood. 

“There has been a keen interest among all the 
islands, concluded Mr. Matthews, and this was 
particularly evident when the council staged a 
workshop in Windsor Utley’s studio at Ganges. 
There were visitors from all the outer islands to 
take part.” 

In the items duplicated on this page, Bea Ham-
ilton reviews a Salt Spring Community Players 
drama and music event held May 1 at Fulford Hall, 
attended by some 150 people; and the paper’s 
owner and editor Frank Richards (a self-described 
“philistine”) offers his take on a painting by P.K. 
Bhattarcharjee and Artcraft 71. 
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Sharing Success. . .
Congratulations to the Driftwood 

on their 50th Anniversary. 
We look forward to continuing our partnership, 
in printing their paper, and contributing to their 
success, as we move forward into the future.

Black Press, Ladysmith, the most modern Web 
Press facility on Vancouver Island.

Ladysmith

940 Oyster Bay Drive, 
Ladysmith

250-245-0350
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MORE TOP STORIES

 The Extended Care Unit of Lady Minto 
Gulf Islands Hospital was offi cially opened on 
May 19 by Premier W.A.C. Bennett among a 
crowd of 300 people. The acute care hospital 
had been opened in 1958.

An HMCS Cowichan sailor died when a car 
owned by Dale Empey of Ganges went into 
the ocean at the Ganges wharf. 

A student nurse from Royal Jubilee 
Hospital died in a car crash on Cranberry 
Road while returning with fi ve other student 
nurses to their campsite on the Hamer prop-
erty on Mount Maxwell. 

In May the fi rst plane landed at Salt 
Spring’s fi rst airstrip in the Fulford Valley, 
a controversial project of Gordon Cudmore. 
The CRD soon applied for an injunction to 
stop its use since it did not conform to the 
zoning bylaw. The Supreme Court then deter-
mined that only the federal government had 
authority over airstrips. The saga continued.

 Salt Spring Lion Tom Portlock was named 
district governor for Lions Club’s interna-
tional district 19. 

Norman Mailey, 19, and Peter Allan Booth, 
18, were killed in a car accident on Lower 
Ganges Road just south of the Canal Road 
junction on June 16. Both had grown up on  
Salt Spring.

Some 200 quarter-acre lots in a Walker 
Hook area subdivision fi rst approved in 1891 
were fi nally offered for sale, but not for long. 
First the chief medical offi cer Dr. J.K.M. Whit-
bread refused to issue septic tank permits 
for the lots, and then the Superintendent 
of Insurance banned their sale pending an 
enquiry.

The YMCA’s new Camp Yawaca at Beaver 
Point on land leased from forestry giant 
MacMillan Bloedel was offi cially opened on 
Sept. 9.

The Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce 
moved to improve the unemployment situa-
tion for the island’s young people by opening 
an employment agency at Shane and Vicki 
Heinekey’s McPhillips Avenue Shape-up 
Shop store. 

Some 1,500 people attended the Fulford 
Seafood Barbecue at Drummond Park in 
July, where Salt Spring rock band Chilliwack 
“liven[ed] up the day” and people enjoyed 
Jack Roland’s fabulous clam chowder.

Two-year-old Peter Turley died in a cabin 
fi re at Musgrave Landing on July 27. A small 
colony of young people had been living in 
four abandoned cabins. 

Ben’s Lucky Dollar Store in Ganges 
became a branch of the K&R from Duncan 
after Ben Greenhough junior and senior 
stepped down. They had bought the grocery 
department of Mouat Bros. in 1966. 

Salt Spring’s Bill Arnold set out on Sept. 5 
for a cross-Canada run to Halifax.

NDPer Tommy Douglas was re-elected in Nanaimo-
Cowichan-the Islands in the Oct. 30 federal election that 
saw a minority Liberal government led by Pierre Trudeau 
elected and with the NDP holding the balance of power.

Fire destroyed the old hotel wing of the Harbour 
House Hotel in the early morning hours of Nov. 14. 

Valdy (Valdemar Horsdal) was chosen Song Writer 
of the Year in Canada, and his song Country Man was 
named Best Song of the Year, reported his proud mother 
Lillian Horsdal, a regular contributor to Driftwood pages.

An electrical failure caused the Ganges courtroom to 
be gutted by fi re on Dec. 16. 

In December of 1971, Salt 
Spring voters rejected both a 
proposal to spend $50,000 for 
an activity centre with a stage for 
community and school use at 
Salt Spring Elementary School 
and to give further tax support 
to the Salt Spring Island Recre-
ation Commission by increasing 
the mill rate. 

(Although when Bob Rush, 
who at that point divided his 
time between Salt Spring and 
Vancouver, challenged the math 
of the recreation vote inter-
pretation, the CRD admitted it 
had made a mistake and that 
the close vote should have been 
approved but wasn’t.) 

Another vote was held in 
December of 1972 and this time 
both were approved. 

Following the failure of the 
1971 votes, a lively “Old Goats” 
letters to the editor exchange 
occurred in papers from early 
in 1972. Some are reprinted 
here. With referendum support 

for school and recreation facili-
ties often low (until a proposal 
came around for at least the 
second and maybe third time), 
property tax frugality was a 
recurring theme in the 1960s 
and ‘70s.

Prior to the 1972 “re-vote,” the 
recreation commission laid out 
its plans for spending the $5,200 
per annum that would be raised 
by the extra 0.40 mill levy.

They were: 
Part-time recreation director: 

$900
Sports equipment: $800
Swimming instructors and life 

guards: $450
Travel expenses: $200
Old Age Pensioners’ Assoc.: 

$600
Centennial Park: $1,500
Drummond Park: $750
Arnell Park: $450
At this time the commission 

functioned under the Commu-
nity Recreation Branch of the 
provincial government.

Increasing  support for 
recreation  on  the island

From left, Perry Polywkan, Jack Andrews, Mark O’Donnell and Rick 

Andrews were among 60 Salt Spring youngsters who took part in 

Red Cross swimming lessons at Vesuvius Beach.



C18 |  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2010  |  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Seaside at Mouat’s  #1-104 Fulford-Ganges Rd. Salt Spring Island V8K 2S3  250.537.2421

ESTABLISHED SPECIALISTS SINCE 1972

PEGASUS GALLERY of   CANADIAN ART
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“In strong economies, art is a good invesment. In weak economies, it’s even better.”
             - WARREN BUFFETT
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The year 1973 opened with islanders 
celebrating the promised arrival of SAM, the 
Salvage, Assembly and Manufacture program. 
The fi rst 200 islanders who registered with the 
CRD could have old cars on their property 
removed at no cost.

Unemployment would be eased some-
what by $58,000 in Local Initiative Program 
funds distributed by the federal government. 
Improvements would be done to Fulford 
Hall, Drummond Park and school buildings 
throughout the district. In February there were 
78 registered unemployed persons on Salt 
Spring, according to MP Tommy Douglas. 

 
Islanders were among those in the dark about 

the NDP government’s plans for agricultural 
lands of more than two acres in size, when a 
development freeze was enacted in February of 
1973 through Bill 42. By July the process to desig-
nate land for the Agricultural Land Commission 
was underway on the islands. In September the 
Select Committee on Municipal Matters released 
its fi rst proposal for an islands trust area.

Mrs. Tom Power was killed in a fi re at her 
North End Road home on April 6.

Greg Ralph Adair Lust was drowned in a 
boating accident off Hall Island on April 20, 
while six other people in the 12-foot aluminum 
boat were rescued through the efforts of Rolf 
Hildred, age 19, who was on Hall Island when he 
heard their cries.  A Jackscrew Island man was 
later fi ned $300 for dangerous boating. 

Property damage and near riots caused by 
young people were among the highlights of 
the May long weekend on Salt Spring Island, 
especially at Mouat Park. On Galiano Island, 
molotov cocktails were reportedly thrown 
among campers.

Citizens of the year for 1973 were the Ruckle 
family of Beaver Point.

The Salties roller hockey team were Victo-
ria-area champions in July after an undefeated 
season and playoffs.  

Professional actor and Salt Spring resident 
Stuart Margolin brought colleagues Margot 
Kidder and Joshua Bryant to the island for a 
presentation of Sea Marks at Fulford Hall.

Harbour House Hotel proprietor Walter 
Hertzog was found shot to death in his suite 
at the hotel in the early hours of Sept. 14. The 
door to the apartment had been burned and 
a gas can was found outside the building. 
Norman Morris Stevens, 23, was charged with 
capital murder two days later and found guilty 
of manslaughter in February of 1974. 

George Heinekey became Salt Spring CRD 
director, beating Jim Wilkinson by a huge mar-
gin. Previous director and former Trust chair 
Marc Holmes had declined to run again. Jim 
Campbell got the CRD nod by acclamation for 
the Outer Islands. 

Galiano Islanders voted 81 per cent in 
favour of a fi re protection program for the 
southern part of their island.

John McMahon was Saturna 
Island’s colourful correspondent 
from 1966 to his death following a fall 
in April 1976. For some period of time 
his captivating style included creat-
ing alliteration with women’s names 
— such as “jubilant Jan Crooks” or 
“impish Irene Hungle.”

“There was no correspondent like 
Papajohn,” wrote publisher Frank 
Richards on April 14, 1976, after 
McMahon’s death. “He wrote exactly 
what came to him and then urged me 
to use a blue pencil to keep us both out 
of jail. I saw him a few times a year and 
I talked to him almost every week.” 

Saturna via Papajohn 

They are the oldest and the youngest. Here are Lyle 

Brown and W. M. Mouat. There’s more than 80 years 

diff erence in their ages, but there’s no generation 

gap to be seen. Bridging the gap is golf. Lyle is the 

youngest golfer at Salt Spring Golf and Country 

Club. W.M. is the oldest. Lyle is eight years of age; 

his golfi ng companion is 89. Lyle is the son of of Mr. 

and Mrs. Lyle Brown of Ganges and W.M. is one of 

the island’s senior citizens, having lived here 87 of 

his 89 years.

The Pender CARE tree has been lit every year since 1960.
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OUR UNIQUE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
- with a mandate to preserve island communities, culture and environment

The Islands Trust is a federation of local governments which plans 
land use and regulates development in British Columbia’s Gulf Islands.  

It is Canada’s only local government with a conservation mandate.

Visit our website at:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca

On June 4, 1974, the Islands Trust Act was created to preserve 
and protect the Trust area and its unique amenities and 

environment for the benefi t of the residents of the Trust area 
and of the Province generally.
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The eight-year-old Bowen Queen was brought 
into service on the Fulford-Swartz Bay run in 
January to replace the smaller Salt Spring Queen, 
which moved to the Vesuvius-Crofton route. 

The Meals on Wheels service was initiated on 
Salt Spring on Jan. 16.

Community plans for South Pender and 
Galiano islands had been passed by the province. 
Salt Spring Island’s plan came into law in March, 
meaning the 10-acre subdivision freeze would be 
lifted after four years.

Two Salt Spring families lost their homes from 
fi re early in 1974: Mr. and Mrs. W.D. Anderson of 
Walker Hook Road, and Mr. and Mrs. Roger Don-
nelly on Reynolds Road. In October, Norma Lisa 
Allan died in a fi re at her home.

Salt Spring Island Centennial Library would be 
given a new name following a motion passed at 
the Feb. 11 AGM. Mary Hawkins Memorial Library 
would honour the woman who was the prime 
mover in the library’s establishment in part of 
Mouat’s store in 1959.

The 51-foot fi shing vessel ‘Respond’ loaded 
with 30 tons of herring sank in 80 feet of water at 
Whaler’s Bay off Galiano on March 1.

The International Joint Commission was con-
sidering a proposal to create a Point Roberts-Gulf 
Islands Park, primarily to solve Port Roberts’ lack-
of-water problem. A Driftwood ballot poll found 
794 islanders against and only two in favour.

The Activity Centre in Salt Spring Elementary 
School offi cially opened on April 5, under joint 
administration of the school district and the CRD.

Saturna’s Lions Club became the world’s 
27,000th Lions club when it received its charter on 
April 27. John MacDonald was fi rst president of 
the Saturna club.

 
A man who served as Fulford’s rural postman 

for 52 years — from 1919 to 1971 — was leaving 
the island at the age of 80. Frank Pyatt had deliv-
ered the mail on his renowned horse Major during 
the early years, recounted Driftwood writer Lillian 
Horsdal in a May 23 article.

Ruckle Park was declared a provincial park.

The Beaver Point Bean Supper served a record 
380 dinners on June 1. The meal was followed by 
music from the Sod Busters.

Road crews were taking a meal break from 
repair work on Beaver Point Road near Stowell 
Lake when a landslide wiped out the road.

Permits for 121 new homes were issued in the 
Gulf Islands for the fi rst half of 1974, 63 on Salt 
Spring and 58 on the other islands.

Fred Bennett of Mayne Island retired after 45 
years with the Department of Highways. He had 
been born on Mayne in 1910.

B.C. Ferries announced plans to give the Village 
Bay ferry terminal a facelift, including widening of 
the approach road and provision of space for 85 
cars in the holding area. 

The Islands Trust is born
Land use, development control 

and planning issues had made news 
headlines on the Gulf Islands from 
about the mid-1960s on. Realizing 
growth could get out of control if 
something was not done, in 1969 the 
Social Credit government of W.A.C. 
Bennett brought in the “10-acre 
freeze” — ensuring no lots of under 
10 acres in size could be created 
through new subdivisions. But gov-
ernments knew that wasn’t a long-
term solution.

Following the recommendations 
of an all-party committee investigat-
ing the future development of the 
islands, set up by the NDP in Febru-
ary of 1973, the NDP government 
announced its plans to create the 
Islands Trust in late April of 1974. 

“Municipal Affairs Minister James 
Lorimer has introduced the islands 
trust as a superintendent standing 
over the islands, exerting new con-
trols on construction and subdivision 
and not unlike an auxiliary regional 
district essentially concerned with 
planning and over-riding most other 
legislation exerting any control on 
development,” stated the Driftwood’s 

fi rst assessment. 
An initial public meeting in Ganges 

“endorsed the summary of the act 
and unanimously opposed the new 
legislation,” wrote the Driftwood on 
May 9. 

As more details were released 
and the Islands Trust Act (BiIl 112) 
was introduced on May 21, skep-
ticism seemed to increase. Under 
the headline “Noisy meeting hears 
of Islands Trust” on the front of the 
May 30 paper, we read that more 
than 200 people at a May 24 meeting 
with Lorimer “booed and howled as 
[Lorimer] tried to explain the pur-
pose of the Act.” 

Regional directors George Hei-
nekey (Salt Spring) and Jim Campbell 
(Outer Islands) were also not thrilled 
with the perceived shift in power that 
could occur. 

“[MLA Hugh] Curtis has tried to 
soft-soap this bill,” Heinekey said, 
“but I think it’s a travesty.”

Outer Islands director Jim Camp-
bell was also opposed. However, once 
it was in place, both men expressed a 
desire to cooperate with the Trust. 

The structure saw three “general 
trustees” appointed from among the 
13 Trust islands; and two trustees 
elected from each island. 

First general trustees were Hil-
lary Brown from Hornby Island, the 
chair; Marc Holmes from Salt Spring; 
and Dave Brousson from North Van-
couver. 

Further changes brought in by 
the Social Credit government, when 
Saanich-Islands MLA Hugh Curtis 
was Municipal Affairs Minister in 
1977 and 1978, saw the elimination 
of the three appointed trustees, and 
transferring of planning, zoning and 
subdivision approval functions from 
the regional districts to the Trust. 

Marc Holmes

These were headlines of the times when the Islands 

Trust was fi rst announced in 1974. Things have 

calmed down since then and islanders have often 

rallied around the “preserve and protect” mandate.

The HMS Ganges chapter of the IODE still holds its 

annual fashion show, as it did in 1974.



C20 |  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2010  |  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

We are pleased to work with many successful businesses that provide valuable services to our 

community, create new employment, and improve our Island. Whether you call Salt Spring home or 

are just visiting, we welcome you to stop in. Our Salt Spring Branch is located in downtown Ganges 

and is found near ArtSpring. Full Financial and Insurance Services available.

Visit us at www.iscu.com to learn more about the advantages of being an Island Savings member.

Proud local partner.

124 McPhillips Ave, Ganges, BC  V8K 2T5   |   250-537-5587
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Labour unrest struck Ganges in February. 
A new fi sh plant opened on Rainbow Road by 
fi sherman Johnny Christianson was picketed by 
members of the United Fishermen and Allied 
Workers Union, and pickets from the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees showed up at the 
public health offi ce in Ganges to protest use of 
that building during strike action.

Jim Campbell of Saturna Island was re-
elected to his third one-year term as chair of the 
Capital Regional District Board by fellow CRD 
board members.

Walter Blatter of Kangro Road made local 
bowling history by rolling the fi rst perfect game 
at Leisure Lanes on Jan. 29.

In March the provincial Pollution Control 
Board revoked a permit it had issued for a 
Ganges sewage scheme because of harbour pol-
lution concerns raised by the  Scientifi c Pollution 
and Environmental Control Society. The CRD 
fi rst appealed the decision but later dropped the 
appeal. 

The home of 80-year-old Olive Auchterlonie 
on Port Washington Road on Pender burned to 
the ground on April 4. Auchterlonie was able to 
escape from the house at about midnight, but 
none of her possessions could be saved. 

A May 5 robbery at Mouat’s store saw some 
$2,000 stolen from the safe, which was destroyed 
with an axe in the process. A loaded gun was also 
left by the safe and a .22 had been fi red inside the 
store. 

The Ganges fi re hall had a new clock in the 
hose tower in the summer, thanks to clock maker 
Roy Cronin, who said he also had “generous help” 
from fi re chief Kelly Hanke, Les Wagg and hall vol-
unteers. The hall and clock tower were designed 
by Old Scott Road architect Henry Schubart. 

The South Galiano Fire Hall was opened on 
June 7 on land donated by Vic Zala.

In July, the Saturna Island shale plant was 
closed after nearly 20 years in operation. The 
company owned by British Columbia Lightweight 
Aggregates Ltd. had bought 345 acres of the north-
western portion of the island after it incorporated 
in 1957, with further lands acquired later. 

A transfer of responsibility for ambulance 
services on Salt Spring that began in July of 1974 
was completed when Bill’s Taxi owner Bill Simp-
kins fi nished the required training to become the 
only full-time employee of the ambulance service 
on the island. Ambulance services had previously 
been a project of the Salt Spring Island Lions Club.

Salt Spring’s subdivision bylaw was passed 
in August by the CRD Board after months of 
community wrangling and bringing to an end a 
10-acre-minimum island-wide parcel size that 
had been in place since 1969. 

Social Credit MLA Hugh Curtis was returned 
to the Victoria legislature in a Dec. 11 election, 
which saw the Socreds returned to power after 
three years of NDP government under Dave Bar-
rett. Gulf Islands voters gave Curtis 49.5 per cent 
support, and voter turnout was 78 per cent among 
the 4,290 eligible voters. 

LETTERS Schedule
change

Fire
report

The X-Kalay Founda-
tion used the Vesuvius 
Hotel site as a hostelry, 
cafe, and drug and alco-
hol rehabilitation cen-
tre.

Built in the 1870s by 
the Bittancourt family, 
it was originally a resi-
dence and general store, 
and then a hotel and 
restaurant. (See the 1979 
page for details about its 
Inn at Vesuvius phase.) 

Devastating house 
fires were more com-
mon in this era, due 
to the lack of in-home 
smoke alarms and vari-
ous other factors. 

In the July 30 Drift-
wood, fire chief Kelly 
Hanke included in his 
annual report a plea to 
householders to elimi-
nate fi re hazards. 

“Please, for the sake of 
your family’s safety, be 
aware of and correct the 
fi re hazards and poten-
tial hazards around your 
dwellings,” he wrote. 

At that same AGM he 
reported that in 1974 the 
department responded 
to 79 alarms (25 related 
to ambulance matters 
requiring an inhalator), 
with 620 man-hours 
expended and 730 vehi-
cle-miles used. 

How much did fire 
protection service cost 
that year on Salt Spring? 
$82,687, up from $60,898 
the previous year.  

Above, historic photo of building known as Bittan-

court’s Store, then the Vesuvius Lodge and Vesuvius 

Hotel. Below, the same building after the Jan. 12, 

1975 fi re.
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PATTERSON MARKET    Sheep Island Fuel
       2925 FULFORD-GANGES RD.,   250-653-4321

Always pleased to 
encourage ‘new’ businesses 

on Salt Spring!
Congratulations to 50 years, Driftwood, 

from all of us here at Patterson’s. 
Proudly serving Salt Spring for 95 

years...(but who’s counting)!

19761976 | 50 YEARS OF COMMUNITY

TOP STORIES

The body of RCMP Const. Garry Van Zant 
was found on the beach after the offi cer fell 
from the top of a bank near St. George’s Church 
in Ganges on Jan. 9.

Representatives from all seven regional dis-
tricts told Municipal Affairs Minister Hugh Cur-
tis they believed the Islands Trust had become 
superfl uous and should be dissolved. CRD 
Board chairman Jim Campbell from Saturna 
was among the Trust’s biggest critics. 

In February, land clearing began for the 
Galiano senior citizens’ housing project. Its 
doors were opened in August.

Rising fuel costs closed the water taxi 
service operated by Nigel Phillips of Phillips 
Marine Service on May 1. Salt Spring-based 
Stacey Charter Service agreed the business 
was a tight one but Mike Stacey said he and 
his brother David expected to be operating for 
years to come.

An April 10 referendum to develop recre-
ation facilities at Central passed by a nar-
row 456 to 414 margin. The Lions Club had 
spearheaded the proposal, which called for a 
one-shot levy of 2.5 mills to acquire the 10-acre 
property and provide tennis courts, a soccer 
fi eld, track and other facilities. Tennis courts 
were opened in July. The area was named Port-
lock Park in September, following the death of 
Lion Tom Portlock.

The Salt Spring Recreation Commission 
was eliminated as a function of the provincial 
government and brought under the authority 
of the CRD, with commission members to be 
elected by community members. 

Islanders were stunned when Transport Min-
ister Jack Davis announced a 360 per cent rate 
increase for Salt Spring residents travelling to 
Victoria and 350 per cent for Outer Islanders 
travelling to Victoria with withdrawal of com-
muter ticket savings and a fare increase. After 
much protest, a residents’ fare system came 
into being in the fall, involving the issuance of 
cards with the bearer’s photograph. 

The Mayne Island Health Centre opened its 
doors in May, with an offi cial opening event 
held on July 20. Mrs. Kay Adams, Dr. Peter Row-
ell and Helen Buckland took part in the fi rst 
service offered there.

Newest member of the Ganges RCMP 
detachment was Cst. Eric (Ace) Mainwaring, 
who replaced Cst. David Lindsay. Mainwaring 
remained on the island for several years. Corp. 
Ray Stelter was the NCO.

Cost to mail a letter within Canada rose 
from eight to 10 cents on Sept. 1. 

GISS students and community members 
rallied to raise funds so Ricky Andrews could 
receive bone cancer treatment at the Mayo 
clinic in the U.S.

The JB Co-op Food Centre opened in the 
Community Centre on Ganges Hill, later mov-
ing to Central Hall. In October, spokesman 
Colin Drummond said the new concept in food 
buying was catching on “remarkably well.” 

Women outnumbered the men on the Gulf Islands School Board when it met for the fi rst time in 1976, but the Driftwood pointed 

out the gender balance was appropriate since 1975 had been International Women’s Year. Sitting around the table from the left side 

in this photo are Nonie Guthrie, Roma Sturdy, Beth Beach, Tom Davidson, Bob Huestis, Ann Foerster, Larry Holbrook, June Knowles, 

Charles Baltzer, Don Fairweather, Sheila Fraser and Pearl Brau. Trustees were Foerster, Guthrie, Sturdy, Fraser and Baltzer from Salt 

Spring, Davidson from Saturna, Beach of Galiano, Fairweather of Pender and Brau of Mayne. The other people in the photo were 

school district administrators/employees. And, thanks to current school board chair May McKenzie of Mayne Island, we have a chance 

to correct a 34-year-old error. In the original photo cutline of Jan. 28, 1976, Larry Holbrook, supervisor of instruction at the time, was 

misidentifi ed as “Len” Holbrook. Larry Holbrook was principal of Mayne school for a short time in the 1980s and later an islands trustee 

for that island.
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AndWindsor Plywood
166 Rainbow Road, PH: 250-537-5564 

Mike Ken

from the Neighbours Helping Neighbours Build Their Dreams

Congratulations 
on 50 Years!
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The Ship’s Anchor Inn reopened under a new 
name and management when Mrs. Rita Dods 
acquired the business from Art Farrow and Jack 
Hassell. The hostelry and restaurant originally 
known as The Log Cabin would be known as 
Rita’s Inn. Dods had run the catering service 
at the golf club for seven years. She had been a 
resident of the island for 23 years.

In January, Ted Akerman reported losing 63 
sheep on the range near Cape Keppel. He also 
believed up to 40 others were killed by domes-
tic dogs and the remains not discovered. 

Windsor Plywood bought the Salt Spring 
Building Centre at the Valcourt Business Cen-
tre in Ganges in February. 

Mike Larmour became superintendent of 
North Salt Spring Waterworks District after the 
retirement of Peter Cartwright in February. 
Cartwright had served for 26 years.

The recently acquired Mount Tuam Buddhist 
retreat was blessed in a ceremony in front of 65 
spectators in March.

Responding to pressure from the Centennial 
Park Society, Salt Spring’s recreation commis-
sion told the Saturday farmers’ market folks to 
fi nd new quarters. Market elimination would 
not be immediate, said chair Tom Harcus. 
A Driftwood poll of 229-8 showed islanders 
wanted the market to remain in the park.

Tom Watson was chosen new principal 
for Salt Spring Elementary School, after it was 
decided to separate the principalship of the 
elementary and secondary schools in Ganges. 
Bob McWhirter would remain GISS principal.

Junior-secondary-aged students from Mayne, 
Galiano and Saturna would be served by an 
expanded school at Mayne Island. Only senior 
secondary students would still commute to Salt 
Spring. Galiano parents were upset that their 
children would be forced to go to Mayne rather 
than Salt Spring.

Salt Spring’s Dan Reynolds and George Moult-
on returned from the Canadian Trap Shooting 
Championships in Vancouver in July with best-in-
Canada titles in their respective classes.

More than 500 past and present Pender 
school students and staff attended a 75th 
anniversary reunion in August, while a brand 
new school was also being constructed on the 
island. The new school was offi cially opened on 
Nov. 26. Special guest was Nep Grimmer, who 
had started school on the island in 1895.

On Sept. 30, Canada switched from miles to 
kilometres when it came to speed and distance 
and road signs.

Three plane crashes occurred within 
three months. The fi rst, on Sept. 5 at Mount 
Tuam, claimed the life of a RCMP  special 
constable from Vancouver. Four Vancouver 
Island residents died when their Cessna 
220 went down on the northwestern side of 
Mount Erskine on Nov. 25. On Saturna on 
Dec. 2, 14 people walked away from the crash 
of an Air West twin-engined Otter.

While the fi rst Salt Spring 
Island fall fair has been 
acknowledged as the annual 
exhibition of the Salt Spring 
Island Agricultural and Hor-
ticultural Society, held on the 
society’s grounds in Vesuvius 
Bay in 1896, the island’s fair 
was not held continuously 
through to the present day. 

Although Driftwood issues 
of the 1960s and early 1970s 
describe various fl ower and 
garden shows, and agricul-
ture is obviously a major 
part of island life, the 1957 
Fulford Fall Fair was the 
last one on Salt Spring until 
1976 when a full-fl edged fall 
fair was resurrected on the 
school grounds in Ganges, 
following a resurgence of 
agricultural activities in the 
preceding years. 

Tony Richards, who came 
to work for his father Frank, 
then publisher and editor of 
the paper, wrote glowingly of 

the 1977 version of the fair, 
which drew 2,500 visitors. 

“The number of entries 
this year was almost dou-
ble that of last year: there 
were 1,850 entries in the 
17 sections,” he reported. 
“In the horticulture sec-
tion alone, there were 600 
entries this year, up from 
250 last year.

“Saturday morning island 
farmers were rounding up 
their stock, including run-
away pigs on Rainbow Road, 
and by 9:30 p.m., most of the 
animals were in the pens. 

“About four of the class-
rooms in the elementary 
school as well as the Activ-
ity Centre were filled with 
the exhibits of all the sec-
tions that didn’t include live-
stock.” 

In 1977, Pat Lee was chair 
of the fall fair committee 
and Marguerite Lee was fair 
coordinator. 

Second fall fair is a 
‘great success again’

Log sawing was one of the activities at the 1977 fall fair, held 

on Sept. 17 in Ganges.

(From the Oct. 12, 1977 
edition)
Residents on Reynolds 

Road have been setting 

the trend lately with these 

new t-shirts. Someone at 

the north end was over-

heard saying recently that 

Reynolds Road is destined 

to become the fashion 

centre of the island.
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• Walkers  • Scooters
• Lift Chairs

• Bathroom & daily living accessories

PH: 250-537-1990 E: ssimedicalequipment@gmail.com

Bringing Your Home Health Care Needs “Home to You”

Happy 50th

Birthday D
riftwood!
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A Jan. 25 Driftwood headline declared: “Sewer 
system to be installed at once” after the Pollu-
tion Control Branch issued an order for a sanitary 
sewer to be installed in the Ganges area “without 
further delay.” See the summaries of subsequent 
sewer happenings on the 1981 and 1986 pages.

Despite virulent opposition expressed by Fern-
wood-area parents and others, the school board 
voted to build a half-million dollar elementary 
school on Fernwood Road as a way to alleviate 
crowding at the schools in Ganges. 

The 1978 school district operating budget 
was $2,615,530, the highest in its history and the 
district had 1,029 students. The 2009/10 enrol-
ment is 1620 and the budget is $17,090,672. 

A bull calf was born aboard the Bowen Queen 
on Feb. 20 while its mother was being transport-
ed from Friday Harbour via Sidney to Salt Spring 
by Tom Gossett of Foxglove Farms. The registered 
Polled Hereford bull was named the Bowen King.

A family centre was opened in the basement 
of the Salt Spring Community Centre building. 
Salt Spring Community Services Society was 
established in 1974.

More than 200 fi shboats hit Ganges-area 
waters for the herring fi shery in the last week of 
February. Gillnetters were reportedly getting $430 
a ton, up from $350 the previous year. The seiners 
were getting $220 a ton, compared to $173 in 
1977.

In March, the Mayne Island Fire Department 
organized a bulk purchase of smoke alarms 
for $29.90 ($20 below retail value) and offered to 
install them free of charge to islanders needing 
assistance with the task. 

Salt Spring Island’s new fi re chief was Bob 
Leask, who replaced Kelly Hanke.

The Capt. Cook Bicentennial was marked on 
Salt Spring with a Sea Capers festival in June. It 
included a parade, bath-tub races, sabot races, 
rowboat races, a walk-on-water contest (won by 
Erling Jorgensen), a dance and other events. 

The Beaver Point bean supper marked its 
25th year. The fi rst one in 1953 had been held at 
Solimar and initiated by Marj Fraser and Mrs. E.J. 
Wilson.

Five people died when a Cessna 185 owned by 
Renton Aviation of Washington crashed imme-
diately after taking off from Bedwell Harbour on 
South Pender on July 22.

Central Hall renovations were unveiled on 
Sept. 23. They included kitchen facilities, rest 
rooms, basement, new roof, new stage, new 
entry and a ramp for wheelchairs. Heating and 
lighting were also upgraded.

Movies were brought to Central Hall by Dan 
Evanishen and Gill Smith. The fi rst fi lm shown 
was Annie Hall on Oct. 14.

John Rich of Bowen Island became the fi rst 
chair of the Islands Trust elected by the other 
trustees, following amendments made to the 
Islands Trust Act. 

Adrian Raeside’s cartoons now appear in more than 250 publica-

tions around the world, including the Victoria Times Colonist, and 

he is the author of 12 books to date. But back in 1978 he was 21 

years old, a Salt Spring resident, the son of Joan and James Raeside 

— and the Driftwood’s editorial cartoonist. The above cartoon 

refers to the controversy surrounding the transporting of Outer 

Islands students to Salt Spring for high school. In 1978, parents re-

ceived a travel allowance that could either pay for boarding with a 

family on Salt Spring or ferry/private water taxi travel. School board 

chair Ivan Mouat said in the Aug. 2 Driftwood that any changes to 

the system hinged on receiving an increased transportation allow-

ance from the education ministry. 
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Drop by today...Coffee is always on!
250-474-2211

www.saunders.subarudealer.caDL#5032

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-898-9911  • 1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

Congratulations on 50 years 
of publishing the Driftwood.

“The best ad is a good product”
                                                    - ALAN H. MEYER

Your younger family business of 31 years 
- The Saunders Family
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The Salt Spring Library Association 
announced a $75,000 fundraising campaign 
to pay for a planned expansion that included 
purchasing the lot next door. 

Fernwood School was fi nally ready for its 
students on June 4, fi ve months later than 
predicted by secretary-treasurer Wilf Peck 
predicted it would do so late the previous year. 
The main delay was caused by an incorrectly 
installed septic system. Alan Marsh was the 
school’s fi rst principal.

The fi rst AGM of the Salt Spring branch of 
the SPCA on March 3 saw Dr. D.B. Wooldridge, 
Mrs. H. Thomson, Mrs. D. Stewart, Mrs. D. Mar-
shall, Mrs. G. Bracher and J.B. Stewart elected to 
the board. 

Pender school strustee John Zacharias pro-
posed a separate school district for the Pend-
ers. Zacharias felt Pender wasn’t receiving a fair 
share of school board funds and that it wouldn’t 
change while there were fi ve trustees on Salt 
Spring and four for the Outer Islands. 

Pender Island writer Bill Deverell won the 
Canadian First Novel Competition for his book 
Needles, from among 275 competitors. 

A fi erce battle ensued between the owner of 
the Mayne Inn on Bennett Bay, Weldon Pinchin, 
and opponents to his plan to build a marina 
in accordance with a provincial government-
issued water lease. 

The new door to Lady Minto Hospital 
opened on May 12, following completion of 
some $450,000 in renovations and additions. 
Mrs. Warren Hastings, who had been a hospital 
board member as early as 1942 and was one of 
the prime movers when the hospital was built 
on its present site in 1958, and current board 
chair Mrs. Iola Brookbanks did the honours. 

Hugh Curtis was again the Saanich and 
the Islands MLA as the Social Credit party was 
returned to power under Bill Bennett. Island-
ers were urged to get their free B.C. Resources 
Investment Corporation (BCRIC) shares.

Greenwoods was formally opened June 4 
in front of a crowd of 200 and with Lieutenant-
Governor Henry Bell-Irving in attendance. 

Const. Bernie Hopp was the fi rst female 
RCMP offi cer to serve the Gulf Islands. Women 
had only been in the force for fi ve years.

The Queen of Alberni truck ferry ran 
aground on Collinson Reef in Active Pass 
just after 7 a.m. on Aug. 9. Jack Hughes of Gulf 
Islands Water Taxi and Horst Klein, Pender 
Island volunteer rescue agent, helped evacuate 
93 passengers and 21 crew members from the 
ship. No one was injured although a race horse 
on board died during the day. Later in the year, 
BC Ferries requested that Active Pass be closed 
to all small craft and recreational fi shermen. 

The Morningside Drive summer home of H.T. 
Miard of Victoria washed into Fulford Harbour 
when the bank it was standing on gave way, 
following heavy rains. According to Ganges 
weather observer Robert Aston, 2.73 inches of 
rain fell in a 24-hour period from Dec. 16 to 17.   

The Inn at Vesuvius opened in April. An 
April 25 Driftwood article described it as fol-
lows:  

The exterior has the air of the old Vesuvius 
Hotel and inside it looks old before its time.  

The main bar has been complemented with 
an ancient looking floor and the doors and 
windows follow the same decor. It has the air 
of a seasoned home, although it has only just 

been built. Hotelier [Don] Small was the con-
tractor responsible.

The dart room opens off the main bar.
The new hotel may be the only hostelry in the 

islands with its own library for the entertain-
ment of patrons. The library even has its own 
books.

The inn’s partners were Don and Mary Small, 
Jack Birney, Michael Hobbs and Lois Pharis. 

A real neighbourhood pub

He sits and thinks. That’s Mr. Davis, who has his own corner of the table at Vesuvius Inn. He is on the 

right. His companion is Dave Roland. Mr. Davis is a sculpture — the work of Bert Hickman. Mrs. Louise 

Hickman is a member of the staff  at the inn.

So, Kevin, were you trying 

to be creative or did you 

just miss the ad copy 

deadline? 
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Debates over the installation of a sewer 
system in Ganges continued to rage, with 
CRD director Yvette Valcourt pulling out all 
the stops to have it stalled or stopped. How-
ever, it continued to move forward, and in 
April, it was forecast to be completed by the 
spring of 1981.

New Democrat Jim Manly was elected MP 
for Cowichan, Malahat and the Islands. In 
Ottawa, Manly joined a Conservative-New 
Democrat opposition as the Liberals formed 
a majority government under Pierre Trudeau.

The Gulf Islands School District approved 
a budget of $3.5 million, representing a 
$532,000 increase over the previous year. 

A feasibility study for a recreation cen-
tre in Mouat Park got underway after the 
government agreed to turn over subdivided 
sections of the park for a pool facility.

A proposed fi xed link between Vancouver 
Island and the mainland was being consid-
ered by the provincial government. According 
to a map of the proposal, a tunnel or bridge 
would connect the mainland with North 
Galiano Island, run across Trincomali Chan-
nel and Wallace Island to Salt Spring, landing 
near Southey Point. A highway would run 
down the middle of Salt Spring, cross Booth 
Canal and then leave the island across San-
sum Narrows, just north of Burgoyne Bay.

The proposal for a new pool facility was 
defeated by referendum. Capital cost of 
the proposed facility was estimated at $2.12 
million, with annual costs of $153,000. It 
included a pool and viewing area plus change 
rooms, etc. (6,280 sq. ft.) for $592,000; a 200-
seat theatre (4,180 sq. ft) at $418,000; a 2,920 
sq. ft. multi-purpose area, $195,000; and 
several other features such as a racquetball 
court, offi ces and kitchen. The referendum 
failed by a vote of 1,373 to 878. 

Police statistics showed a dramatic 
increase in B&E offences on Salt Spring and 
Galiano islands. Crime against property in 
the fi rst six months of 1980 was up 166 per 
cent from the fi rst six months the previous 
year.

One man was arrested and another still 
at large following an armed robbery on 
Jackscrew Island. Police said rifl e shots were 
exchanged between the owner of the island 
and one of the men, who was wounded in the 
thigh as the robbers two escaped in a power 
boat.

The incorporation of Salt Spring came 
under debate after the island’s community 
planning association formed a committee 
to study the issue. The plan would involve 
special legislation to remove Salt Spring from 
the Islands Trust.

The B.C. Ferry Corporation upped the cost 
of ferry travel for the fi rst time in four years. 
Under the new rate structure, non-resident, 
return-trip vehicle fares between Salt Spring 
and Vancouver Island would increase from 
$4.50 to $5, while the resident fare would 
increase by 50 cents to $3.50.

News in 1980 was dominated 
by a head-spinning back-and- 
forth on the inclusion or exclu-
sion of the Gulf Islands in the 
transit service area and subse-
quent payment of a transit levy.

Following is the summary of 
the front-page stories written 
on the subject:

JAN. 30: Salt Spring Capital 
Regional District director Yvette 
Valcourt informed the regional 
board that Salt Spring wanted 
to be excluded from the transit 
service area. This occurred after 
the CRD board recommended 
to the Urban Transit Author-
ity that all areas in the region 
be included. However, Finance 
Minister Hugh Curtis, Saanich-
Islands MLA, promised island-
ers that they would not have to 
meet transit costs against their 
wishes.

MARCH 26: While it was still 
uncertain if the Gulf Islands 
would be included in the CRD 
transit area, regional directors 
passed a bylaw that would see a 
transit surcharge added to dis-
trict Hydro bills.

APRIL 2: Curtis expressed 
concern that the CRD board 
had taken no action to exclude 
the Gulf Islands from the tran-
sit service area and Hydro sur-
charge despite the fact “ben-
efits from transit appear very 
marginal at best.”

APRIL 30: The CRD voted, 
passed,  then rescinded, 
voted again and defeated two 
motions to amend the transit 
service area and exclude the 
Gulf Islands. With the motion 
defeated and the Gulf Islands 
still in the service area, direc-
tors then discussed the possi-
bility of pro-rating the transit 
levy.

JUNE 4: There was a “strong 
possibility” B.C. Hydro would 
disconnect power service to 
Gulf Islands residents who 
refused to pay the transit levy 
on their Hydro bills.

JUNE 18: Salt Spring Island 
was out of the transit service 
area. At first, it appeared that 
Valcourt’s motion to have the 
island excluded was defeated; 
however, board chairman Jim 
Campbell later said the vote 
had been wrongly stated and 
that the motion had carried.

JUNE 25: Saanich Mayor 
Mel Couvelier said it was like-
ly the CRD’s request to have 
Salt Spring excluded from the 
transit service area would be 
accepted by the Urban Transit 
Authority, especially since the 
move had the support of MLA 
Curtis.

JULY 2: The CRD decid-
ed that the earlier decision 
regarding exclusion of the Gulf 
Islands was not valid, and that 

the matter would be tabled for 
two weeks in order for Saanich 
director John Mika to be at the 
board table to cast his ballot.

JULY 16: Although the CRD 
voted to exclude the Gulf 
Islands, Port Renfrew and 
Jordan River from the tran-
sit area, board chairman Jim 
Campbell — an opponent of 
exclusion — announced he 
was exercising his veto and 
that the decision would not 
be implemented until it had 
been reconsidered by the 
board within 30 days.

AUG. 6: Commercial users 
who had refused to pay the 
transit levy on their Hydro bill 
were warned they would face a 
power cut-off if accounts were 
not settled by Aug. 11.

AUG. 20: All islands were 
back in the transit service 
area following a CRD board 
vote that rejected a motion 
to exclude them. According 
to the Driftwood, “Directors 
who supported the islands last 
month had been replaced by 
alternates who are opposed to 
island relief.”

AUG. 27: Two amendments 
to the Urban Transit Act, which 
would have given the islands 
a break in the transit scheme, 
were defeated in the provincial 
legislature. The first amend-
ment was to pro-rate taxes for 

transit services and the the 
other was to exclude Islands 
Trust islands.

SEPT. 10: B.C. Hydro sent 
out 60 disconnection notices 
to islanders refusing to pay the 
transit levy. An estimated 40 per 
cent of Hydro accounts in the 
Gulf Islands had not paid the 
levy.

OCT. 1: The CRD examined 
a new resolution calling for 
exemption of the islands from 
the transit levy. “By this mea-
sure, the islands would remain 
in the transit service area, but 
until there is transit laid on, 
they would have no liability for 
payments.”

DEC. 17:  The bylaw to 
exclude islanders from paying 
the transit levy was reportedly 
bogged down in cabinet. 

DEC. 23: The CRD was con-
sidering calling a special meet-
ing to vote the islands out of the 
transit levy area. The board was 
warned the transit bylaw would 
have to be passed in the current 
year to make it retroactive.

JAN. 1981: The transit levy 
would not apply to the Gulf 
Islands, according to Munici-
pal Affairs Minister Bill Vander 
Zalm. Although the CRD bylaw 
had not yet been accepted, 
Vander Zalm assured island-
ers the levy would be lifted and 
repayment made retroactive.

In or out? Ping-pong saga of the transit levy

Valdy: 1980

And they’re off : 32 sailboats entered the 

annual Round Salt Spring Race, sponsored 

by the Salt Spring Sailing Club. In 2009, 

115 boats competed in the 35th version of 

the event.
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Plans for improved parking at the Fulford 
Harbour ferry terminal were announced by 
the Ministry of Transportation and Highways. 
The plan, which initially hinged on a purchase 
agreement for two properties in the area, was 
later cancelled due to public opposition.

Ganges RCMP arrested 23 people, ranging in 
age from 14 to early 20s, following investiga-
tion of a three-month crime spree. The fi ve 
adults and and 18 youths were arrested and 
charged with breaking into various island busi-
nesses and residences.

The provincial highways ministry was recep-
tive to a bypass around Ganges, according to 
Salt Spring islands trustee David Lott.

A special team from Colwood RCMP joined 
local forces in a man hunt for an assailant in 
the stabbing and sexual assault of well-known 
singer Shari Ulrich. The incident occurred on 
Churchill Road.

A health centre on Pender Island was 
opened in memory of Bishop Coleman. The 
centre, a long-time dream of the bishop, was 
built with government grants and local contri-
butions.

Pacifi c Mobile Homes of Victoria announced 
plans to expand a mobile home park on Salt 
Spring with the addition of 100 units. The park, 
located near Lower Ganges Road, would have a 
total of 123 units upon completion.

An arsonist struck a barge loaded with plas-
tic sewer pipes moored in Welbury Bay. Once 
the fl ames had been extinguished, the cost of 
replacing the destroyed pipes amounted to 
over $250,000.

Salt Spring Parks and Rec announced plans 
to seek voter approval the following February 
for a proposed swimming pool to be located in 
Mouat Park. The project would cost upwards of 
$1 million. However, a provincial government 
announcement in November — cancellation 
of the recreational facilities program — likely 
spelled the end of the project. The move meant 
Parks and Rec had lost a major source of fund-
ing for the proposed pool.

Excavation for footings for an 8,400-square-
foot building on the Farmers’ Institute 
grounds began. When completed, the build-
ing would house the annual fall fair as well as 
other events.

A dog guarding the Ganges sewer outfall 
project was shot and wounded.

Local elections returned Yvette Valcourt to 
the position of Capital Regional District direc-
tor for Salt Spring, while Vern Roddick would 
represent the Outer Gulf Islands. Strick Aust, 
Charles Hingston and Jack Albhouse were 
named Salt Spring Island school trustees.

Metric measurement came to food stores in 
the Gulf Islands as Metric Canada decreed Jan. 
4, 1982 as the date in which foodstuffs would 
be measured in metric. Owners and operators 
of various island establishments said the cost 
of the new weighing devices would be expen-
sive.

The Ganges sewer debate 
came to a head in 1981, when 
an arsonist set fi re to a barge 
containing plastic pipes for the 
sewer. The Driftwood ran a two-
page summary of the 20-year-
plus debate, and here are some 
excerpts of that summary:

Sewer
debate

May 28-31, 1962: Health 
Inspectors L.E. Benham and 
N.L. Lewis undertake a survey of 
septic tank systems in Ganges. 
They list 29 inoperative and one 
which was formerly offensive but 
is now working. It was reported 
that some discharged into the 
creek, others into the sea and yet 
others on to the streets.

1964: A canvass of Ganges 
property owners undertaken 
by the sewer committee of Salt 
Spring Island Chamber of Com-
merce. Members pledge $1,000 
for an engineering survey of the 
community. Initial report shows 
84 in favour of the formation of 
a sewer improvement district 
and 36 opposed.

Dec. 22, 1965: Ganges 
sewer committee reports to the 
Comptroller of Water Rights 
on progress. Engineering study 
undertaken by W. Allen Ker and 
Associates. Provincial health 
reports quoted: “nearly every 
business, a great many resi-
dences and every institution in 
the area were in drastic need of 
proper sewer facilities.”

1966: The proposal to form 
a sewer district was abandoned 
and incorporation of Ganges as 
a village municipality was pro-
posed in order to enjoy more 
extensive government aid. 

1967: Village vote attracts 
a 45 per cent support and the 
project fails. Sewer cost is esti-
mated at $168,000.

Dec. 1970: Engineer Bill 
Gerry reports Ganges sewer 
system would cost $331,000.  
This would  be raised by a levy 
against each taxpayer of $200 
per year. It was deemed “not 
economically feasible.”

July 1972: Gulf Islands 
School Boards calls a public 
meeting to debate the needs for 
a community sewer.  

October: Property own-
ers give the green light to a fur-
ther investigation of sewers at 
an estimated user cost of $108 
to $276, according to the use of 
the property. A new three-man 
committee is formed, of George 
Heinekey, regional director, Tom 
Toynbee and Frank Richards.

November: The Capital 
Regional board votes $6,600 to a 
sewer study.  

March 1974: Mike Larmour, 
re-elected to SPEC, states two 
objections to plan: the sewer sys-
tem would allow dense develop-
ment in the area served and an 
overall plan for Ganges should 
be developed before such devel-
opment occurs and secondly he 
is fearful for the harbour.

1977: Health inspectors give 
Ganges school complex 60 days 
to clean up sewage discharge. 
Islands Trust refuses change to 
community plan to allow apart-
ments without sewers.  

September: Ganges Hill 
residents strongly protest 
inclusion to sewer plan and 
charge they have been misled 
by petitioners.

October: Petition is accept-
ed by regional district with 250 
signatures from a total of 365 
potential. “It is the end of a fan-
tastic nine-year project,” says 
Heinekey. Committee of Con-
cerned Citizens challenges peti-
tion validity.

November: Dennis Young 
reports a 68 per cent majority in 
the sewer petition and it is certi-
fied. Regional board agrees to 
suspend further activity on the 
sewer until the validity is settled. 
Yvette Valcourt emphasizes that 
she is not against the downtown 
area getting a sewer but it must 
be at their own cost. Phase two 
is phased out and only phase 
one is to be considered. Yvette 
Valcourt asserts only 61 per cent 
were in favour of sewers.

1978: Tim Stafford refutes 
his signature on the petition 

when Yvette Valcourt charges 
it is forged. Director Jim Bryce 
reports that between 75 and 80 
per cent of property owners in 
phase one supported the sewer 
project. Pollution Control direc-
tor William Venables issues his 
order to the regional district to 
proceed immediately with the 
installation of a sewer system.

May: Charges of falsifying 
documents and imposing the 
will of outsiders on the islands 
are heard at a public meeting 
in Ganges.  

July: Phil and Yvette Valcourt 
announce appeal to Supreme 
Court against the legality of the 
order to install the sewers in 
Ganges.

October: Mr. Justice Cal-
laghan denies injunction against 
the region to stop work on the 
sewer on the grounds that the 
director of pollution control has 
the authority to take such mea-
surements as he sees fi t.  

February 1979: Lady Minto 
Hospital and the Gulf Islands 
School Board sound urgent for 
sewer system.

March: 150 people hear a 
report on the sewer system at 
regional board meeting in Gan-
ges. Sewers to be operating by 
summer, 1981, using a bio-disc. 
Lady Minto Hospital faces acute 
disposal problems as two sep-
tic fields are malfunctioning. 
Greenwoods system seeping 
sewage on to the ground.

September: Permit issued 
for Ganges sewer with 1.5 miles 
of outfall pipe.

October: Twelve people 
appeal sewer permit.

November 1979: About 350 
attend a hearing in Central Hall 
before Dr. C.J.G. Mackenzie as 
the Pollution Control Board sits 
for 38 hours of presentations.

January 1980: CRD orders 
no new permits where sewage 
disposal is not possible.

February: Pollution Con-
trol Board revokes discharge 
permit and calls for extension 
of outfall by 2,000 meters. 

March: CRD estimates cost 
of extension to increase total cost 
from $3,094,000 to $4,017,000.

De c e m b e r :  The CRD 
approves sewer plan as prov-
ince allocates fi nal federal grant 
of $800,000 to Ganges.

April 1981: Sewer Alterna-
tives Committee wins as Judge 
John Gould rejects Venables’ 
order for installation of sewers. 
Region asserts that sewer project 
is now based on amended letters 
patent and that Gould’s decision 
will not affect the project. Direc-
tor Valcourt protests, but finds 
no board support for motion to 
halt work on the project.

July: About 75 take part in a 
demonstration in Victoria pro-
testing the pending legislation to 
validate the sewer project. Sewer 
Alternatives Committee launch-
es appeal against the sewer on 
grounds that residents were not 
properly advised of an amend-
ment to the pollution permit.

August: Judge Tom Berger 
rejects appeal against sewer 
order. 
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GORDON LEE The Tree Guy Ltd.
Liability/WCB covered 250-537-4668

The Lee family arrived on S.S.I. in 1886. 
I was born in 1960, 

the year of the “birth” of the Driftwood.

May we continue to enjoy our 
community newspaper 
for the next 50 years.

Congratulations on your 50th 
from Gordon, Linda, Jordan, Rebekah and Charissa
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Restraint hits 
school district

School district fi nances and cuts to educa-
tion dominated the news in 1982, as the prov-
ince endured a recession and the provincial 
government launched its spending restraint 
program.

In January, the Gulf Islands board, headed 
by chairman Strick Aust, announced it had 
trimmed its numbers and set a proposed budget 
of $5.5 million — a 30 per cent increase over the 
previous year. However, word came back from 
the education ministry that spending restraints 
meant the local school district had to cut an 
additional $200,000. It appeared the cuts would 
result in the immediate loss of at least nine posi-
tions, including a school psychologist, speech 
therapist, the hospital-homebound teacher and 
six classroom aides. 

Discussion between the Gulf Islands Teacher’s 
Association, represented by Mike Hayes, and 
school trustees resulted in the classroom aides 
keeping their jobs until the end of the school 
year. To accommodate this, GITA agreed to post-
pone an agreement that would have relieved 
teachers of noon-hour and bus supervision. The 
money saved by the postponement would be 
suffi cient to keep the aides in the classroom.

In the meantime, a fi ve-year budget compari-
son report conducted by the Ministry of Educa-
tion showed the cost of running Gulf Islands 
schools had gone up 95 per cent between 1977 
and 1981 (from $2.2 million to $4.3 million).

Some of that increase was in teachers’ salaries, 
which had been upped by 79.4 per cent, from 
$1.3 million to $2.3 million (but also covered the 
addition of 13.2 full-time equivalent teachers). 

Infl ation occurred at a rate of 12 per cent in 
each of those years. 

In September, further school district dollars 
were trimmed by cutting back bus service and 
reducing the hours of a secretarial position at the 
school board offi ce. A small amount of money 
was also shaved off the dormitory and boarding 
account because increased water taxi service 
reduced the number of Outer Islands students 
needing accommodation on Salt Spring.

In October, Gulf Islands teachers decided to 
implement a work-to-rule policy, protesting  
the introduction in the legislature of the Inter-
im School Finance Act. The protest marked an 
effort to draw public attention to the govern-
ment’s restraint program and how it affected 
local schools. The teachers were also poised to 
join a province-wide walk-out if called upon to 
do so by the B.C. Teachers Federation.

Tension between the school board and GITA 
heated up, but Aust called on everyone to work 
together to preserve the school district.

The price of gas went up and islanders were 
paying about 42 cents a litre.

Large increases in property assessments 
prompted 1,200 islanders to fi le appeals to the 
court of revision.  Fifty per cent increases were 
common throughout the Gulf Islands, while the 
value of some properties doubled.

Census figures released by Stats Canada 
showed the population of the Gulf Islands stood 
at 7,966 — a 25 per cent increase over the previ-
ous census in 1976. This included 5,443 people 
living on Salt Spring; 1,020 on Pender; 721 on 
Galiano; 553 on Mayne and 229 on Saturna.

The Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Com-
mission decided to scrap plans for a commu-
nity swimming pool in Ganges. Although a 
significant number of people supported the 
project, the provincial government’s spend-
ing restraint program resulted in a shortage of 
accessible funding.

The Islands Trust would attempt to defi ne a 
“cottage industry,” following complaints about 
people setting up various businesses in their 
homes. A bylaw covering the situation would be 
reviewed.

The Ministry of Health would be asked to 
look into charges of mismanagement of funds 
levelled at Lady Minto Hospital by Salt Spring’s 
director to the Capital Regional District Yvette 
Valcourt. She claimed the hospital’s administra-
tion mismanaged sewage disposal to a cost of 
more than $112,000 over two years. Later, it was 
determined that Lady Minto had saved money 
in its laundry operations and had not wasted it 
as charged by Valcourt. 

The provincial restraint program hit Lady 
Minto Hospital, which needed to cope with 
receiving $275,000 less than it had anticipat-
ed from the government. The health ministry 
approved a $2.3 million budget for the hospital, 
rather than the $2.5 million proposed. A hospital 
spokesman said staff would be reduced and/or 
beds closed as a way to reduce the budget. At 
one point in the year, it appeared the hospital 
could face bankruptcy as the ministry refused to 
cover a $110,000 defi cit carried from the previ-
ous year. Lady Minto ended up introducing a 
user-pay policy to counter its fi nancial woes.

The Saturday market in Ganges drew criti-
cism from several quarters. Vendors complained 
of lack of space, while buyers and the public 
complained of the “fl ea market” atmosphere. 
Ultimately, PARC decided it would hold a “straw 
vote” to determine whether islanders wanted 
the market limited to local produce and/or 
moved to a new location.

Land-use legislation introduced in the legis-
lature by Municipal Affairs Minister Bill Vander 
Zalm could mean the end of the Islands Trust 
and put local planning in the hands of the CRD. 
The proposal drew an angry and noisy response 
from islanders. A poll conducted by the Drift-
wood showed 81 per cent in favour of main-
taining the Trust. However, the issue became 
moot following a cabinet shuffl e by Premier Bill 
Bennett. The new minister, Jack Heinrich, said 
he did not intend to do away with the Islands 
Trust.
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Quality and Service you can Trust  250-537-9112  122 Lower Ganges Rd.

Andrew & Tracy Little
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Proud to join the celebration 
of the Driftwood’s 50th Anniversary
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Teachers joined the growing list of those 
on strike against the provincial government’s 
restraint program. With teachers off the job, 
the number of “Solidarity” strikers soared to 
80,000 and more workers were planning to 
join the action. 

The anti-nuclear group on Salt Spring 
hosted several other groups for a march 
through Ganges to a meeting in the hall of 
St. George’s Anglican Church. The visitors 
came from Victoria, the Outer Islands and the 
American San Juan Islands.

Rob Tranter (aka Mr. Mystery) was named 
Mr. Salt Spring Island after a “light-hearted” 
pageant at Fulford Hall. Twelve island men 
competed for the title.

Ferry fare hikes announced by the B.C. 
Ferry Corporation would mean an aver-
age increase of 27 per cent on Gulf Islands 
routes. Along with upping fares, the cor-
poration announced it would discontinue 
free inter-island travel as well as residents’ 
fares.

Elimination of the special residents’ 
rate meant islanders travelling to Vancou-
ver Island would pay 47 per cent more per 
passenger ($1.25 each way) and 36 per cent 
more for a vehicle and driver ($5.25 each 
way).

The Ganges Farmers Market was in the 
news throughout 1983, starting in February 
when about 30 people turned up to a Parks 
and Rec meeting to protest any plans to 
change the market. PRC was responding to a 
community “straw vote” that showed public 
support for imposing some controls on the 
market. In April, the market was the subject 
of a special CRD directors’ meeting, which 
considered the role of the market and what 
the region could do with it. 

Coinciding with PRC’s quandary over the 
market came a warning from the B.C. Lands, 
Parks and Housing Ministry, which said Gan-
ges could lose Centennial Park if something 
wasn’t done about the market. The ministry 
was in the process of clearing a lease for the 
land with the CRD and the presence of the 
market was against government policy for 
use of parks. By September, the market had 
been given 60 days by the ministry to cease 
activities or the lease for Centennial Park 
would be in jeopardy. An island committee 
was formed to look into the situation, and a 
few weeks later the ministry gave the market 
a reprieve, giving islanders until March to 
fi nd a solution.

The Islands Trust turned down a proposal 
to develop 600 acres at Musgrave Land-
ing. The plan had called for 30 lots under 
strata title clumped close to the sea with the 
remainder of the tract left untouched. Ulti-
mately, the plan was denied because it did 
not meet the requirements of the Salt Spring 
Community Plan.

A provincial election was held and the rul-
ing Social Credit Party maintained power, 
increasing its number of seats. Hugh Curtis 
held onto his seat in the Saanich and the 
Islands riding, while overall, the Social Credit 
Party won 31 seats to the NDP’s 26 seats.

The Vesuvius Queen rammed the ferry 
wharf at Vesuvius in August when a signal to 
put the vessel into reverse was not answered. 
The collision between boat and dock caused 
extensive damage to the loading ramp as well 
as several vehicles on the boat. Apparently, 
an engine room worker had been injured 
just prior to the accident and was unable to 
answer the call from the bridge. The ferry 
was unable to unload the vehicles and had 
to return to Crofton. Estimates of the time 
needed for repairs ranged from 48 hours to 
three months, however, a few weeks later the 
dock remained damaged and no movement 
to repair it had occurred. A petition urged the 
ferry company to fi x the dock and re-open 
ferry service to Crofton. In the meantime, a 
Vancouver water taxi service won the con-
tract to ship people between Vesuvius and 
Crofton (a service which had been provided 
in the interim by islander Don Small). The 
ferry company eventually put dock repairs 
to tender and announced it would cost 
$500,000.

Hugh Borsman defeated Yvette Valcourt 
in an election for the position of Salt Spring 
director to the CRD. Voter turnout on Salt 
Spring was 70.5 per cent, and Borsman won 
by 138 votes.

Building Fulford Elementary School: 
a reminder to check the zoning fi rst

After a rocky start, the foun-
dation for a new school in Ful-
ford was set.

By early 1983, it was reported 
that money had been allocated 
for the new school and work-
ing drawings of the facility 
were awaiting approval from 
the Ministry of Education.

A price tag of $1.4 million 
had been put on the project, 
and the Victoria fi rm of Herb 
Bates Ltd. was the successful 
bidder to construct the facility, 
located at the corner of Beaver 
Point and Stewart roads.

By January it was reported 
that “work in progress” at the 
site included installation of 
a septic fi eld and removal of 
trees from the building site.

A debate over the name 
of the new school was also 
underway, with most people 
referring to it as South Salt 
Spring Elementary.

The parents advisory group 
in Fulford also wanted to know 
if the area around the school 
site was “free range” and, if so, 
they wanted the school board 
to request farmers in the area 

to fence their property.
A Driftwood article in Feb-

ruary noted that over the past 
several years, the board had 
received numerous com-
plaints about free range ani-
mals, particularly hogs, run-
ning loose and frightening 
children at bus stops.

However, things ground to a 
quick halt at the beginning of 
June when a stop work order 
was issued after the applica-
tion for the building permit 
came to the attention of the 
Islands Trust and it was dis-
covered the property was in 
the Stowell Lake watershed.

The zone ( Watershed 2), 
which had not been checked 
when plans for the school 
got underway, did not permit 
facilities such as schools.

The error was discovered 
when the application for the 
building permit came before 
Islands Trust planner Richard 
McKellar.

The site had been chosen 
after more than two years of 
searching — several other 
sites had been deemed too 

costly or unsuitable. Although 
the location initially met 
widespread opposition in Ful-
ford, it got the go-ahead when 
it was decided that further 
delays would create severe 
over-crowding at the Ganges 
elementary school.

The district immediately 
applied to have the zoning 
changed, and was warned 
by the Trust rezoning would 
involve both a change to the 
zoning bylaw and the offi-
cial community plan. In the 
meantime, several commu-
nity groups stepped forward 
to oppose any plan to change 
the zoning of the property.

A meeting of island resi-
dents to discuss the school site 
fi asco resulted in a unanimous 
decision to move the school to 
another location rather than 
attempting to have the zoning 
on the current land changed.

The Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee subsequently 
refused the application to 
change zoning requirements 
for the site.

In the meantime, the school 

board received support from 
two different groups — the 
South Salt Spring Residents 
Association and the Parent 
Advisory Committee — to 
seek another site and move 
ahead with plans to build the 
school.

School trustees did have 
their eyes on another site 
located on South Ridge Road 
near the Fulford Village and 
had taken an option to buy it. 

However, this time around, 
school officials were being 
more cautious, waiting for 
approval from various min-
istries before moving ahead 
with purchase of the fi ve-acre 
property.

A committee of school 
trustees studied the school 
site fi asco and concluded no 
one was to blame. The board 
was also looking for ways 
to recoup at least some of 
the $242,000, including the 
$98,500 purchase price, spent 
on the initial site.

Opening date for the new 
school was eventually set for 
September 1984.
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HUMBLE BEGINNINGS...
“The charm of history and its 

enigmatic lesson consist in the fact, 
that, from age to age, 

nothing changes and yet everything 
is completely di  erent”.

- ALDOUS HUXLEY

New Post Offi ce Hours
8 am - 6 pm Daily

ISLANDERS SERVING ISLANDERS SINCE 1984
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The year 1984 kicked off with big changes 
announced by B.C. Ferry Corporation. A new 
fare of $5.25 for a vehicle and driver would have 
to be paid at both ends of Salt Spring-Vancouver 
Island routes. To counter the increase in rates, 
the corporation re-introduced commuter tickets. 
However, the new policy of collecting fares at 
both ends of the route caused ferry delays.

The Salt Spring Transportation Committee was 
seeking legal action against the ferry corpora-
tion. The suit would be based on the contention 
that ferries for the Gulf Islands were the same as 
the highways system was for the mainland.

The Ministry of Lands, Parks and Housing 
decided the Saturday Farmers’ Market in Ganges 
could stay, but mid-week vendors would have to 
fi nd another place to sell their wares. 

Defeated CRD director Yvette Valcourt 
appealed successfully to the B.C. Supreme Court 
to have the CRD executive director check the 
names signed in poll books against names on the 
voters’ list. Valcourt had already challenged the 
results of the election — in which she was beaten 
by Hugh Borsman — but the margin of votes 
did not change. Her new allegation charged that 
some people had voted twice. (Ultimately, she 
was proven wrong.)

The Gulf Islands School District was consider-
ing daily water taxi service for students from the 
outer Gulf Islands who were in high school on 
Salt Spring. Students from some islands currently 
commuted every day, others (especially those 
from Saturna) boarded in homes on Salt Spring 
during the school week, returning on weekends. 

Some 55 students graduated from Gulf Islands 
Secondary School in the Class of 1984. Graham 
Lee was valedictorian.

A railway linking Vesuvius and Fulford was 
under consideration by a group of island entre-
preneurs, which was apparently ready to begin 
construction.

A public meeting learned of a proposal to 
develop 1,433 acres of land on north Salt Spring 
between St. Mary Lake and Sunset Drive. The 
developers told the meeting that when fully devel-
oped, the plan (Channel Ridge) called for 394 lots 
and a potential population of 1,265 people.

The CRD passed a bylaw to control smoking 
in public places. People who lit up where “no-
smoking” signs were posted could face fi nes of 
$25 to $500. However, the local RCMP said they 
would not enforce the bylaw, and the CRD also 
said it wouldn’t enforce it. Signs for no-smoking 
areas were available and the public was expected 
to cooperate with the spirit of the bylaw.

Tom and Pat Wilson of Quadra Island were the 
winners of Twilight Island in Ganges Harbour. 
Islands 86 had set up a lottery with Twilight Island 
as fi rst prize as a way of funding promotion of the 
islands during Expo 86. 

A meeting of Fulford residents attracted 125 
people to discuss a proposed community plan 
for the area. The message quickly became clear: 
the people of Fulford did not want a community 
plan.

While a U.S. Air Force B-52 bomber carried a cruise missile over 

Canadian soil in a test run, about 50 Salt Spring Islanders carried 

their own cruise missile through Ganges. Seen here, Biz Whitby 

(far left) leads the way as the missile — made by Ray and Beth 

Hill — is laid to rest in Centennial Park.

A problem which must be 
addressed in the Salt Spring com-
munity plan is lack of affordable 
commercial space, Hank Schu-
bart told a meeting of island resi-
dents last week. The Salt Spring 
Planning Association called the 
meeting to determine opinion on 
the community plan. 

The island is entering another 
phase of rapid growth, he said, 
and that growth challenges the 
community plan to ensure that 
something of what the island cur-
rently is remains after the growth 
peaks. The plan, as good as it is, is 
lacking in certain areas, he noted, 
and pointed to water resource 
management as a shortcoming. 
The plan is also silent on how 
islanders can make a living on 
the island, he said.

The plan does not deal with 
destiny, and the population of the 
island has been estimated to grow 
to 15,000. But, said Schubart, the 
population has increased at a 
greater rate than anticipated. He 
said that seasonal cottages and 
basement apartments are being 
rented which has added to the 
growth fi gures. With the growth, 
traffic in Ganges will become 
unmanageable. But he said that 
the community could handle 
the increase in traffi c and lack of 
parking space in the village.

“Just let it get all glugged up, 
and people won’t come.”

A way around congestion in 
Ganges is to create two or three 
“satellite towns,” he said.  But the 
solution will cause more debate. 
The controversy will come, he 
said, because “this is one of the 
feistiest communities I’ve ever 
been in.”

But he added, that’s a healthy 
sign. With other centers for com-
mercial activities, e limitations of 
space would also be solved, he 

suggested. Currently, the major 
share of commercial space on 
the island is located in Ganges. 
And the rents are expensive, he 
noted.

“We have to deal with recon-
sidering the whole nature of 
planning on the island,” he said.  
The choice as he sees it is to deal 
with planning or “let history take 
its course.”

In the same view, Schubart 
said that the Ganges plan has to 
be dealt with at the same time as 
the island plan. The Ganges plan 
is going to be controversial but it 
has to be looked at.

“You can’t consider the body 
without the heart,” he said. The 
concept of cluster development 
should be looked at, he said. But 
the North Salt Spring Water Dis-
trict urges a retention of the exist-
ing pattern of growth. The board 
of directors has based expan-
sion plans on that pattern and if 
changes are too radical, growth 
on the island could become 
expensive when the water lines 
have to be rerouted.

Cluster development would 
include a twist in the current 
development plans. To ensure 
that the clusters were of suffi cient 
density so as not to spill over, the 
sale of development right would 
be introduced. Under such a 
scheme, if a developer asked 
for more development that was 
allowable on a property, the sec-
ond person might not want to 
subdivide the property density 
to the first person. A covenant 
or restriction be placed on the 
second property and the first 
property would be allowed to 
be developed to the combined 
density. Schubart explained that 
it would than become a case of 
moving the density from one sec-
tion of the island to another. 

Salt Spring entering 
phase of rapid growth, 
says Hank Schubart

Hank Schubart was an architect, activist and visonary involved 
in many different groups and associations during his time on Salt 
Spring. He died in 1997. Following is an article from the April 18, 
1984 edition, in which Schubart talks about island planning.

There was no other reporter like Bill Webster, who was hired 

and fi red twice by the Driftwood, and loved to write a column.
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Another step for the preservation of water 
quality on St. Mary Lake was taken when a 
boating restriction of electric motors only went 
into effect. The lake was the last on Salt Spring 
to receive the restriction. Until then, gasoline 
engines of any size were permitted on the lake. 
Two lakeside property owners — resort owner 
Rick Rockcliffe and realtor Ed Davis — collected 
140 signatures on a petition that urged a reversal 
of the ban.

A study by the Community Planning Associa-
tion on the consequences of incorporation 
— led by islander Clair Nutting — indicated 
Salt Spring taxpayers would have to pay an 
additional 42 per cent in property taxes under 
incorporation of the island as a district munici-
pality. The association’s report said $1.35 million 
would have to be raised through property taxes 
to cover municipal costs of $2.17 million. 

A bill allowing the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs to appoint Islands Trust staff was tabled 
in the the legislature — a move that was termed 
“a major blow” to the local governmental body. 
Salt Spring trustee Nick Gilbert said the bill gave 
the minister power to remove Trust staff and 
“prevent us from doing our job.”

Salt Spring residents were urged to sign a peti-
tion in a bid to have the spelling of the island’s 
name offi cially recognized from Saltspring 
Island to Salt Spring Island. The petition was 
initiated by the Chamber of Commerce and 
contained a preamble by Chuck Horel and Tom 
Hoover.

The development of Channel Ridge received 
Islands Trust approval following a public hear-
ing, despite some concerns expressed by island-
ers, regarding garbage and fi re protection, and 
a call for assurances that trails and park areas 
would be preserved and the number of units in 
the application not be exceeded.

Long-awaited developments in Ganges were 
getting underway and plans for further changes 
in the village were in the works. Development 
and re-development had been put on hold 
several years earlier by the CRD until a solution 
to the sewage disposal situation was worked 
out. With the sewer set to open in January 1986, 
expansion plans were going ahead.

The CRD approved in principle a pub in 
Gasoline Alley in Ganges. Chuck Beasley, owner 
of Dagwood’s Restaurant at the Valcourt Centre, 
was the applicant.

Salt Spring’s Rotary Club was the newest 
entity to investigate the possibility of a pool for  
the island. President Tim Stafford stressed that 
the feasibility study looking at capital and oper-
ating costs was to gather information, which 
would later be presented to the club. Once the 
information was in hand, the club would decide 
whether or not to proceed with building a pool.

Housing on Grace Point and redevelopment 
of the adjoining property was the thrust behind 
a rezoning application slated for an Islands Trust 
hearing. The proposal would see 23 housing 
units built on the point and tied to an upgrade 
of nearby commercial property. The concept 
had already been endorsed by the Trust’s advi-
sory planning committee.
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TOP STORIESDecades of acrimony end with sewer opening

A quiet ceremony attended by government and local dignitaries on Feb. 19, 1986 marked the end of 

decades of controversy over installation of a sewer system in Ganges.

The following contains 
excerpts of stories written 
by Mitchell Sherrin in the 
Feb. 15, 22 and March 1, 
2006 issues of the Drift-
wood, to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the sewer’s 
opening.

A seething controver-
sy that spawned court 
cases, divided islanders 
in bitter acrimony and 
attracted national atten-
tion over decades came 
to a quiet resolution as of 
Feb. 19, 1986.

During the sewer 
debate, islanders wit-
nessed parades, protests 
and arrests. The contro-
versy, which also hit the 
Supreme Court and the 
legislature, reached a 
peak when a barge con-
taining plastic sewer pipe 
was torched in August 
1981. Dietrich Luth, who 
later became the local 
director on the Capital 
Regional District Board, 
was hired for security 
after the fi re and his dog 
was shot while it guard-
ed the barge in October 
1981.

Laying 3.5 kilome-
tres of six-inch pipe in 
1,000-foot sections along 
Ganges Harbour dur-
ing rough weather for 
six months was diffi cult 
enough work without 
divers having to worry 
about violent attacks, 
said Luth.

Even after the pipe 
was laid, it took another 
five years to complete 
the project against a tide 
of public opinion.

“It’s amazing really 
that the construction 
itself was a lesser prob-
lem than selling it to the 
public and getting the 
community to agree with 
it,” Luth said, adding 
that many islanders saw 
the sewer as facilitating 
development that threat-
ened their way of life.

• • • • •
The Ganges sewer 

system opened offi cially 
on Feb. 19, 1986 with a 
ceremony attended by 
Municipal Affairs Min-
ister Bill Ritchie, Saan-
ich and the Islands 
MLA Hugh Curtis, CRD 
board chairman Howard 
Sturrock and about 75 
onlookers.

Sturrock said he had no 

intention “to revive any 
of the bitter controversy 
which for a time divided 
this community; suffi ce 
it to say that the system 
has now been completed 
and is in operation and 
it contains one of the 
most sophisticated sew-
age treatment plants on 
the west coast of North 
America.”

At that time, the plant 
served 144 users and 
offered ultra-violet treat-
ment. The $4.5-million 
facility was bankrolled by 
a $2-million federal-pro-
vincial grant, $250,000 a 
year in revenue-sharing 
grants to cover 75 per 
cent of the project’s debt 
load, a special provincial 
grant of $794,000 for the 
school and hospital, plus 
$636,000 earned in inter-
est on grants and deben-
tures.

• • • • •
It was a turbulent path 

that saw a sewer system 
completed in Ganges, 
but Tom Toynbee feels 
great pride in the cutting-
edge result.

He remembers a time 
when Ganges suffered 
deplorable septic sys-
tems and efforts to bring 
in a sewer were mired in 
decades of controversy.

“In many ways, it 
brought out the worst 
parts of human nature.” 

Toy n b e e  b e c a m e 
involved with the sewer 
fracas when he moved 
back to Salt Spring in 
1971 to run Mouat’s 
Trading Co. The contro-
versy had already been 
underway for 10 years, 
an incorporation referen-

dum (based on the need 
for a sewer) had failed 
in 1967 and the health 
inspector prohibited any 
further Ganges develop-
ment in 1977 due to the 
poor septic systems.

“All the commercial 
buildings in the core had 
failed systems of one 
kind or another.”

Schools discharged 
effl uent into the harbour, 
Lady Minto Hospital had 
a leaking septic fi eld and 
most businesses in Gan-
ges required pump-outs 
from holding tanks — 
weekly in some cases.

As a supporter of the 
Ganges sewer system, 
Toynbee faced a con-
stant barrage of opposi-
tion from activists, envi-
ronmentalists, opposing 
businesses and even 
CRD director Yvette Val-
court.

“It permeated every-
thing.”

After a sewer permit 
was granted by the Pol-
lution Control Branch 
in 1979, the Sewer Alter-
natives Committee 
launched a court case to 
overturn the order and 
won in 1981, but the pro-
vincial government then 
legislated a special law, 
Bill 31, mandating a Gan-
ges sewer system.

In hindsight, Toynbee 
believes that the fight 
between factions became 
an issue that eclipsed the 
actual situation in Gan-
ges, he said.

“We lost sight of the 
objective, which was to 
cure a problem.”

• • • • •
CRD environmen-

tal services manager 
Jim McFarland first got 
involved with the Gan-
ges sewer debate when 
he worked with a pri-
vate engineering firm 
that made a preliminary 
design for the system in 
1977.

“There were many 
i n t e re s t i n g  p e o p l e 
involved with protesting 
this system. The main 
concern appeared to be 
protecting Ganges Har-
bour . . . the underlying 
concern, which they 
never seemed to state, 
was about development 
in Ganges.”

Public hearings over 
the sewer went on for a 
decade, McFarland said.

“I remember seeing 
them on the national 
news. I can’t recall any 
other similar kind of situ-
ation.”

And media attention 
seemed to help acquire 
federal and provincial 
grants as the project 
gained a higher profile, 
he said.

“By the time the job 
actually happened, we 
had grants that were 
greater than the cost of 
the job. I think that’s a 
fi rst, too.”

The only down side 
was division within the 
community, he said, 
recalling that CRD public 
health nurses removed 
decals from their vehicles 
to avoid harassment.

“You forget that dur-
ing this time, the medical 
health offi cer had put a 
stop work order on the 
community for no devel-
opment and no modifi -

cations to existing struc-
tures until there was an 
existing sewer system in 
place.”

• • • • •
As a member of the 

Sewer Alternatives Com-
mittee, former islander 
Danny Evanishen felt 
the battle was lost, but 
recalled a few highlights.

“We wanted to stop 
the development, or 
slow it down at least,” 
said Evanishen.

He remembered sev-
eral protests. During one 
at the legislature build-
ings in Victoria, SAC 
members chanted “Poo 
on Hugh” as a serenade 
for Saanich-Gulf Islands 
MLA Hugh Curtis. And 
crowds of anti-sewer 
demonstrators gathered 
with Laurier Lapierre 
in Ganges to hear Valdy 
perform the Sewer Song, 
which was written for the 
occasion.

Another highlight 
was CBC TV coverage of 
the Great Ganges Sewer 
Debate on the Fifth 
Estate in 1983, Evanish-
en said.

• • • • •
As a past member 

of the Harbour Protec-
tion Association, Sharon 
McCollough said Ganges 
sewer debate became a 
crucible for many differ-
ent issues at the time.

“It certainly was not all 
about effluent. It has a 
legal aspect, a sociologi-
cal aspect, an economic 
aspect and an environ-
mental aspect,” McCol-
lough said. “It was an 
issue of its time and it 
lasted a long time.”

A rash of measles cases spread through the 
local high school, with 40 cases reported to the 
Ganges Public Health offi ce.

Off-island vendors and overnight parking 
in Centennial Park were causing “absolute 
and total confusion” at the Saturday farmers’ 
market. A huge infl ux of off-island vendors at 
the Aug. 1 market forced some stalls to move 
around the corner and, in some cases, onto 
federal land. Other vendors saw their tables 
moved and some were squeezed out of tradi-
tional locations.

TNFM, a radio station that operated ille-
gally on Salt Spring, was ordered to shut down 
by the federal department of communications. 
The closure order followed a complaint by 
American authorities who picked up the FM 
station’s signal as it was being simulcast on a 
short wave band. Alan White, who had oper-
ated the station from his North End home on 
Saturday and Sunday nights for the past four 
years, doubted he could come up with the 
$25,000 necessary to meet CRTC licensing 
requirements.

Predicted enrolment increases and exist-
ing facility limitations made it imperative 
that Gulf Islands Secondary School (located on 
the hill above Salt Spring Elementary School) 
be expanded, said the Gulf Islands School 
District. The school was 500-600 metres short 
of the necessary space to accommodate 400 
pupils — a number the district expected to 
exceed in the following year. Some 45 Grade 
12s were graduating, but would be replaced by 
up to 85 Grade 11 students. And “hundreds” of 
students were coming up from kindergarten 
and Grade 1.

The need for more affordable single-fam-
ily housing on Salt Spring, particularly near 
Ganges, had prompted a group to consider 
establishing a cooperative housing organiza-
tion here. The group was headed up by Jackie 
Truscott and architect Bob Hassell.

An outboard motor ban on St. Mary Lake 
was being challenged in B.C. Supreme Court.

One-half of the estimated $17,500 needed 
to construct a Cy Peck display on Salt Spring 
was provided by the provincial government. 
As one of his last acts as a provincial cabinet 
minister, Hugh Curtis directed $8,750 in B.C. 
Lottery Fund money to assist in construction 
of the display.

Incumbent Salt Spring Islands Trust mem-
bers Nick Gilbert and Pat Byrne were returned 
in the fall elections. Other Islands Trust races 
saw John Money of Saturna returned, along 
with Jim Campbell; Doreen York and Peter 
Campbell on North Pender; Elaine Jacobson 
and Steve Wright on South Pender. Winning 
by acclamation on Mayne were Louis Vallee 
and Marie Elliott, and Donald MacDonald and 
Arthur Wood of Galiano. 

Newly elected Gulf Islands school trust-
ees were Bert Beitel and David Eyles (board 
chair) who won the election on Salt Spring, 
and Joy Ridley (Pender), Margaret Howell 
(Galiano) and Lorraine Campbell (Saturna) 
were returned by acclamation. 
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To fi ll the need of boaters having nowhere to 
moor their boats in Fulford, Salt Spring resident 
Pat Corneille began ground-clearing work in Janu-
ary with plans to build a public marina in Fulford 
Harbour. Although government approval was still 
forthcoming, the Islands Trust had rezoned the 
land for marina use the previous year. 

In January, Off Centre Stage on Salt Spring 
received a $48,000 Canada Employment and 
Immigration grant to staff a cafe/gallery/per-
forming arts facility and to renovate the existing 
Off Centre Stage building. Few art programs 
existed at the time in the country. The group 
wanted to supply a “bistro-type” environment 
to its audiences in Upper Ganges.  

Students at Fernwood Elementary School and 
Gulf Islands Secondary School had the opportu-
nity to “test drive” 60 new computers in January.

A 27-year-old man was found dead in his 
Ganges residence on March 9, hours before he 
was supposed to appear in court on charges of 
manslaughter.  The offi cer on scene believed it was 
linked to his having to appear in court.

Gulf Islanders donated $10,000 to Rick Hansen’s 
Man in Motion fund for spinal cord research. 
Donations were collected from local fundraising 
initiatives and events that included a Fun Run 
and a challenge among Salt Spring bartenders, 
initiated by the Harbour House Hotel, where they 
donated their Saturday tips.  The provincial gov-
ernment matched the community’s donation.

Sascha Williams, age 14, of Salt Spring Island, 
along with Shirlayne Denning, age 37, of Mayne 
Island, were chosen to be a part of the Olympic 
Torch Relay held in June, leading up to the 1988 
Calgary Olympic Winter Games. Each ran 1.5 
kilometres.

After islanders protested at a July public hear-
ing, the Salt Spring Islands Trust Committee 
abandoned a bylaw to incorporate a new Gan-
ges bypass route into the offi cial community 
plan. The proposed route that would have run 
from Charlesworth Road to Rainbow Road at 
Atkins Road was lambasted for its steep grades 
and residential proximity. The route became 
part of the OCP passed in 1997.

Salt Spring lost its vehicle access to Crofton 
when the Crofton dock was deliberately set on 
fi re on July 24. 

Consultant Tom Moore of Victoria was 
retained by a Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce 
committee to complete a study into incor-
poration of Ganges. Much of the work for the 
study had been done by island volunteers but 
the chamber committee felt Moore’s expertise 
would give an overview and direction for the 
study. Moore’s $5,000 fee was covered by the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs.

A November referendum that sought $1.3 
million to construct a bells-and-whistles indoor 
pool at a Brinkworthy site was defeated.

GISS purchased a computer system worth 
$1,600 to help make running the school faster 
and more effi cient. The hard drive of the main 
computer was 40 megabytes.

New development a benefi t, says Gilbert

An arson-caused fire at the Crof-
ton ferry dock on July 24 severed the 
Vesuvius to Crofton connection for 
vehicle traffic for more than four 
months. All 27 members of the Crof-
ton volunteer fi re department battled 
the fi re, which took fi ve hours to extin-
guish. A barge-mounted pump sup-
plied by Crofton Mill was used to fi ght 
the fi re underneath the deck. 

The Coast Guard vessel Skua and 
crew from Ganges also helped fight 
the blaze, as did a Zodiac equipped 
with a pump from Ladysmith. 

In February of 1987, some $830,000 
had been spent upgrading the Vesuvius 
and Crofton docks, although not the 
wharf itself at Crofton. 

Foot-passenger water taxi service 
was provided until the dock re-opened 
on Dec. 11. 

Vesuvius-Crofton link lost to arson

Crofton ferry dock after the fi re.



In 1988, the Salt Spring Hys-
terical Society was percolat-
ing its plans for an original 
hit play called Paradise Lots.  
After it debuted the following 
year, it would go down as one 
of the group’s greatest comedic 
triumphs.

Inspired by the develop-
ment boom that hit Salt Spring 
in the late 1980s, it featured 
former businessman Frank N. 
Stein,  whose love affair with 
a local hippie chick drove him 
to give up everything for a life 
on pristine Salt Spring Island. 
Then he met local realtor Milt 
Bottomley and soon ended up 
at “Hookers’ Walk.” 

“That’s probably when we 
emerged from obscurity,” Sid 
Filkow told the Driftwood in 
2010 whlie recalling events of 
the late 1980s. “It was a neat 
time, a creative time and a time 
where we were all very much 
enjoying the island and all the 
things that were here.”

Beginning in 1986, the soci-
ety’s shows, consisting mainly 
of island-centric skits, were a 
hit with local audiences. 

Original members were 
Filkow, Arvid Chalmers, Shilo 
Zylbergold, Mary Williamson, 
Anne Lyon, Mike Hayes, Reid 
Collins and James Wilkinson.

The island-based sketch 
comedy troupe had amassed a 
series of quirky characters and 
laughable storylines based on 

everything from a pregnant 
man to BC Ferries’ mysterious 
Sunshine Breakfast.

Musical numbers like the 
Queen of the Diner and 537-
653 would routinely leave local 
audiences in stitches.

Part of the Hysterical Soci-
ety’s hook, Filkow commented, 
was the group’s ability to take 
day-to-day issues of the island 
and add humour.

How else could you get 
Stumpy, an orphaned tree 
stump played by Filkow, at a 
time when the island was 
under a more-than-decade-
long standoff between loggers 

and protesters?
Poor Stumpy — his parents 

were cut down in their prime, 
Filkow recalled.

“We were trying to say some-
thing and get people thinking 
as much as laughing,” he said.

Even folks over at Victoria’s 
Belfry Theatre thought the 
group’s members had lost their 
tops when the 11-member Hys-
terical Society went ahead and 
booked the theatre for four per-
formances of Paradise Lots.

The opening night audience 
was small, but they spread the 
word about Salt Spring’s unique 
brand of comedy and the group 

played its fi nal show to a sold-
out corwd.

Paradise Lots made way for 
further sketches and a series 
of one- and two-person stand-
up routines over the follow-
ing decades, most notably the 
Geezers sketches by Filkow and 
Chalmers.

Geezers shows are still a hot 
commodity today.

“This island has no shortage 
of material,” Filkow said. “Part 
of the comedian’s job is to take 
reality, bend it and turn it so 
that it becomes funny. What 
makes it fun is that there’s a 
grain of truth to it all.”
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RCMP offi cers and community groups vowed 
to take action on alcohol and drug abuse. A 
study indicated that Salt Spring Island had the 
highest per capita number of alcohol-related 
motor vehicle accidents of any southern Van-
couver Island.

Approximately 150 protesters spent a Febru-
ary afternoon at Peter Arnell Park to speak out 
for a moratorium and controls over logging on a 
446-acre Stewart Road property.

By the year 2020, Booth Bay will be the centre 
of a small self-contained high-tech village or 
the scene of a thriving tourist industry, pre-
dicted a group of high schoolers discussing the 
island’s future during a March workshop.

Salt Spring trustees withdrew a proposed 
tree-cutting bylaw as a result of fears it could 
lead to intensifi ed cutting.

Johnny Canuck, aka John Wilcox, took his 
1941 Chevrolet on the road to protest the pro-
posed free-trade agreement between Canada 
and the United States. 

A Salt Spring man who wanted to install a 
landing strip on his north-end property raised 
the ire of neighbours. Residents of the Fern-
wood and Maliview neighbourhoods collected a 
120-name petition opposing the proposal.

The skeleton of a young girl was discovered 
less than two feet under the surface of Harbours 
End Marina while a backhoe operator was dig-
ging a trench on the property. It was discovered 
that the girl lived anywhere between several 
hundred and 1,000 years ago.

Islanders got an additional 15,000 square feet 
of retail grocery space as the Village Market 
opened its doors in the Upper Ganges mall in 
May.

Beginning in June, ink used to print weekly 
editions of the Driftwood changed from the 
petroleum-based precursor to a more environ-
mentally friendly and biodegradable product 
made from soybean oil.

A Pender Island man sailing a B.C.-built boat 
to its new owner on the East Coast was inter-
cepted and detained by Cuban authorities. 
Hank Auchterlonie and fellow crew members 
had cleared the Panama Canal and were on 
their journey’s fi nal stretch to Florida when they 
were held and questioned by Cuban authorities 
for 24 hours.

A two-seater Piper Cub fl oat plane collided 
with a 12-foot aluminum boat on St. Mary 
Lake in August. No injuries were reported. Total 
damage was estimated at $600. The boat’s three 
occupants were visiting the island from the 
Lower Mainland when their fi shing excursion 
was abruptly interrupted.

Construction of the Ganges Seawalk got the 
green light. The $402,000 project was expect-
ed to begin in early 1989. Chamber president 
Jack Cherry said the project would be “the 
icing on the cake of the new Ganges . . . the 
last piece needed to make it a truly gracious 
town.” As of 2010, the full seawalk has yet to 
be fully completed.

Local oddballs emerge from obscurity

PHOTO BY DUNCAN MACDONNELL

The paint job and licence plate on the truck be-

longing to Johnny Canuck (John Wilcox) expressed 

his opposition to the U.S.-Canada free trade deal. 

Sheri Nielson, Arvid Chalmers, James Wilkinson, Anne Lyon, April Curtis, Sid Filkow, Shilo Zylbergold.
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"The more things change, the more they stay the same"
...isn't that the old adage?  The qualities that have brought islanders here have always been the 
same: community atmosphere, caring spirit, environmental observance, love of beauty, the allure of 
the sea, the desire to be "slightly apart".  So glad to have called Salt Spring "home" since 1989, and 
so lucky to have been able to help others to enjoy ownership here.  Congratulations, Driftwood, for 
having been the Island's interpretive voice, all these years!
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A lengthy land-use bylaw case came to 
an end. After hearing Dee and Lloyd Kinney 
defend their case for close to a year, Judge 
R.E. Hudson dismissed charges of violat-
ing an Islands Trust bylaw. Judge Hudson 
said Hal Wright’s use of the Kinneys’ Kings 
Lane property (from where he ran a trucking 
operation until 1988) fell under the defi ni-
tion of a legal non-conforming use.

About 40 Gulf Islands farmers told the 
Capital Regional District medical health 
offi cer they opposed a meat inspection 
bylaw proposed for the region. The contro-
versial bylaw received three readings from 
the CRD and needed one fi nal reading prior 
to adoption. The bylaw would prohibit the 
sale of uninspected meat to the public and, 
opponents said, make the Gulf Islands one 
of the few rural areas of the province subject 
to meat inspection.

Higher taxes, a divisive effect on the island 
and loss of land use control topped the 
concerns of islanders attending a meeting 
to discuss the possible incorporation of 
Ganges.

The annual general meeting of Lady Minto 
Hospital and Greenwoods societies rejected 
a proposal to amalgamate the two facilities. 
Amalgamation was key to forming a com-
munity health services society. Participants 
in the meetings expressed favour for the 
health services society, but were against 
joining the two facilities under one  admin-
istration.

Ganges RCMP laid theft charges against a 
former CIBC bank employee. The 46-year-
old woman allegedly took more than $60,000 
from various customer accounts. The with-
drawals occurred between 1987 and 1989. All 
the victims had been reimbursed by the bank.

With the announced intention of closing 
the Blackburn Road garbage dump on Salt 
Spring, the CRD indicated that a garbage 
transfer station would be created in Fulford 
to ship waste to the Hartland Road dump in 
Saanich. The proposal met with immediate 
opposition from south Salt Spring residents.

The seawalk in Ganges came under attack 
from the Farmers’ Institute, which claimed 
the scenic walkway did not conform to 
either the community plan or zoning bylaws. 
Institute president Ian Clement also took 
the Trust to task for approving a scheme to 
landfi ll a portion of the harbour shore.

Almost 300 people from the Gulf Islands 
joined a demonstration at the gates of 
Fletcher Challenge pulp mill in Crofton. The 
group was protesting air, noise and water 
pollution at the mill, which had been listed 
earlier in the year as one of Canada’s 10 
worst polluting mills.

With a promise of a proclamation of the 
new Islands Trust Act, the 26 trustees of 
the islands in the Strait of Georgia began a 
reorganization effort. The result of the new 
act would be autonomy for the Trust with 
the severing of close ties with the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs. 

Isabella terminal plan raises island ire
“Hell hath no fury like an 

islander scorned,” notes an 
April 1989 Driftwood editorial: it 
wasn’t so much the announce-
ment that the “go-ahead” had 
been given to build a ferry ter-
minal at Isabella Point, but the 
fact islanders had not been 
adequately consulted.

“By announcing a start to 
the Isabella Point project last 
Friday, transportation minister 
Neil Vant thumbed his nose at 
those islanders who believed 
they would hold some influ-
ence over the same question 
when they appeared at region-
al transportation committee 
meetings called by the prov-
ince. . . .

“Twisting the knife, the min-
ister declared that consulta-
tions on Isabella Point had been 
held with islanders, and that 
the terminal was an acceptable 
solution. All of which was news 
to Salt Spring residents.”

Although Saanich-Gulf 
Islands MLA Terry Huberts and 
fi nance minister Mel Couvelier 
immediately said the new ter-
minal was “not a certainty,” a 
B.C. Ferry Corporation spokes-
man said the proposal had 
been “given the go-ahead” by 
the government.

In addition to being furious 
that the government had not 
adequately consulted island-
ers on the project, residents 
denounced the proposal as a 
“threat to the island’s rural life-
style.”

Some 160 islanders gathered 
at the activity centre in Ganges 

at what was supposed to be a 
meeting to formulate a sub-
mission to the regional trans-
portation committee set to 
study the Isabella Point option. 
Instead it became an opportu-
nity to condemn the province 
and the ferry corporation for 
announcing the project before 
it had been studied.

Islands Trust chairman Nick 
Gilbert said, “Our whole effort 
has been pre-empted by this 
announcement. It (the new 
terminal) destroys our links 
with the Outer Gulf Islands, it 
destroys a very large payroll on 
the island, it displaces work-
ers, and it puts a monumental 
piece of pavement down the 
back of our island, which we 
don’t want.”

The proposal called for a 
ferry terminal at Isabella Point 
to replace the terminal at Ful-
ford Harbour, cutting the sail-
ing distance between Fulford 
and Swartz Bay in half, and 

allowing for hourly service 
between the two points. The 
project would also mean clo-
sure of the Long Harbour ferry 
terminal and subsequent shifts 
in inter-island routes and ter-
minals, including a fi xed link 
between Mayne and Saturna 
islands.

Couvelier stressed that the 
ferry corporation’s announce-
ment was premature, but 
noted that money for the proj-
ect was included in the bud-
get as a means of ensuring it 
was available “if and when” it 
was needed. Target date for the 
project was 1992.

He added that no matter 
which way the final decision 
went, the problems that the 
Isabella Point terminal would 
address would not go away.

“We need to address space 
problems that will force us to 
act in three or four years,” Cou-
velier said.

In announcing the project, 

Vant said: “It appears that’s 
going to be an acceptable 
option . . . generally the deci-
sion has pretty much been 
made.”

The proposal generated a rift 
between different south Salt 
Spring groups.

Bruce Patterson, represent-
ing the Fulford Business Asso-
ciation, said some Fulford 
businesses were concerned 
any expansion of the terminal 
would “ulitmately consume 
the village.” He also expressed 
concerns over congestion in 
the village and the need for an 
expanded highway to accom-
modate increased traffi c fl ow.

He added that while his 
group shared a number of con-
cerns with those opposed to 
construction of a terminal at 
Isabella Point, “if it has to be 
us or them, we’d prefer it was 
them.”

Speaking on behalf of the 
Isabella Point Protection Asso-
ciation, chairman Harry Leader 
said the association’s concerns 
included inherent engineer-
ing problems with the site (the 
area is vulnerable to storms 
and low tides), its popularity 
with sports fi shermen and div-
ers and its aesthetic beauty.

Islanders were also con-
cerned about increased traffi c 
to Isabella Point and the sub-
sequent need for a new road.

After more than a year of 
back-and-forth on the issue, 
the ferry corporation ulti-
mately withdrew the proposal 
in September, 1990.

From left,  Kathy Scarfo, Bob Andrews and Sid Wigen at a trans-

portation meeting.

NRS Salt Spring Realty real estate ad, July 12, 1989.
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140 Fulford-Ganges 
Road 

250-537-5882

Back in the day
when everyone was still baking from scratch 
— our Community Newspaper began. 
Here’s to 50 years & homemade cake
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Longer hours of service on the Vesuvius-
Crofton run were announced by B.C. Ferries 
in January. “Contrary to the belief that we don’t 
listen to the island,” said ferry corporation 
spokesperson Bill Bouchard, the service was 
being extended into the evening hours because 
of “feedback from islanders.” 

Jarrod Booth’s accomplishment of receiving 
more than 200,000 greeting cards from around 
the world was recognized by the Guinness 
Book of World Records in January. The young 
islander and his parents, Cindy and Eric Booth, 
journeyed to London, England to accept the 
recognition. The eight-year-old island boy died 
from a brain tumour in September 1990.

In May, protesters occupied the logging site 
on Mount Bruce and Weldwood stopped oper-
ations to avoid confrontation between loggers 
and protesters. Meanwhile, a special meeting 
of the Islands Trust called for a moratorium on 
logging on the Gulf Islands until a logging plan 
could be formulated for the islands.

Wallace Island in Trincomali Channel  
became the province’s newest marine provin-
cial park in June.

Islanders were afraid the Fulford post offi ce 
could close due to cost cutting by Canada Post. 
A protest to keep the post offi ce open was being 
organized in July.

Tensions at the Saturday market in Ganges 
eased when vendors agreed to certain controls 
over the affair. Saturday parking in the village 
was at a premium and vendors agreed to park 
their vehicles elsewhere. A permit system to 
control who sells what would be initiated in 
1991, said the Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion.

Miners Bay on Mayne Island was the scene 
of a fi erce blaze as the wharf went up in smoke 
in August. The fi re broke out in the early morn-
ing and consumed half the wharf.

The proposal to construct a new ferry wharf 
at Isabella Point on Salt Spring sparked a unit-
ed protest from islanders. Fulford ferry terminal 
had been the subject of a speculated move for 
many years and a group of residents formed 
a protest committee in an effort to stop BC 
Ferries from going ahead with the plans. The 
company withdrew its proposal in September.

Logging equipment on Mount Bruce was 
the target of vandals who poured sand into the 
engines of several machines in August. Ganges 
RCMP investigated the incident at the disputed 
logging site. Mike Hamilton, who owned the 
logging equipment, said 13 of his machines had 
been tampered with. Tempers on the island ran 
high as a result of the sabotage.

      
In October, Justice Millward of the B.C. 

Supreme Court reversed an earlier high-court 
decision and upheld the validity of the elec-
tric-motors only regulation on St. Mary Lake.

Plans to obtain a parcel of Crown land 
behind the cement plant on Rainbow Road for 
a recycling depot met with opposition from 
Salt Spring residents in November.

From old to new: the Driftwood

launches a redesigned newspaper
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handmade cheese from

In 1991, Salt Spring Island Cheese was just a glimmer in the eyes of David and Nancy 
Wood and a cheesy mess in the corner of the kitchen. Much has changed, but 
what remains is our commitment to making the best cheese we know how to, 
and the opportunity for awareness that each moment of the cheesemaking day 
offers.

For Virginie Leveillée, shepherdess from 1997 to 2002, it was the realisation that 
“Everything in the universe is mutating but milking just is, always has been & always will”. 
Others, particularly Josh and Dan (pictured here with Virginie), 
have expressed their views on milking a little differently:
 it is no surprise that our cheeses perfectly re  ect this variety of creative expression.
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Plans for MacMillan Bloedel Ltd.’s holdings 
on Galiano Island were made public early 
in 1991. MB announced it had started talks 
with the Ministry of Parks to turn the north 
end of the company’s Galiano property into 
a provincial park while offering the rest of its 
private holdings for sale to B.C. residents only 
for a three-month period. The ensuing debate 
over Galiano’s forest-lot properties remains 
unresolved to this day.  

Smokers within the Capital Regional 
District had fewer places to “puff” in January 
following implementation of the district’s new 
clean air bylaw. Bylaw 1851 made it illegal to 
smoke within any public premises or work-
place excepting designated smoking areas.

Managing pressure from population 
growth is the “key issue” on the Gulf Islands, 
said provincial New Democratic Party leader 
Mike Harcourt at a meeting in Ganges in 
March.

Education ministry budget announce-
ments hit the Gulf Islands harder than any 
other B.C. school district. Initial examination 
of School District 64’s 1991-92 per student 
budget allocation showed a funding reduction 
of 2.2 per cent from the previous year.

Long-time Salt Spring Island resident 
Danny Evanishen packed his bags and hit the 
road. A world traveller who called Salt Spring 
home for 13 years, he was known to most 
islanders as the man who began the island’s 
cinema.

A grey whale was spotted in Ganges Har-
bour by several island residents in April.

A fundraising drive to purchase Mount 
Galiano from MacMillan Bloedel Ltd. reached 
its destination when the forest company said 
it would sell the property to the Galiano Club. 
The logging company sold the property for 
$243,000, nearly $100,000 lower than its initial 
asking price.

Tom Shelby Pool opened at Portlock Park 
on May 20 after years of volunteer effort. 
Eager children took inaugural plunges into 
the 28-degree Celsius water after a brief cer-
emony and ribbon cutting. 

Norman Twa’s request for a one-year delay 
of the Blackburn Road dump closure was 
rejected by the Capital Regional District’s 
environmental committee after he spoke with 
them on July 3. In speaking to the matter, CRD 
board chairman Frank Leonard stressed it was 
the provincial Environment Ministry and not 
the CRD that had ordered the dump closed on 
Dec. 21, 1991.

The Salt Spring Local Trust Committee 
decided to not consider any rezoning appli-
cations changing properties to multi-family 
zoning until Ganges sewer planning was 
complete. 

Disagreement over costs between the 
education ministry and School District 64 
offi cials in December threatened progress 
on construction of a new high school on Salt 
Spring.

PHOTOS BY DERRICK LUNDY

Salt Spring Hysterical Society returned with shows 

in Ganges and Beaver Point. Clockwise from top left, 

Arnold Schwarzenegger (Shilo Zylbergold) says “pump 

me up;”  a “Legion geezer” (Arvid Chalmers) laments 

the loss of “good wars;” and Zylbergold with Sid Filkow 

fl unks a progressive men’s group.
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Congratulations 
to the Driftwood for 50 years of 

Community Service!

Islanders serving Islanders.

LAURIE’S Recycling & Waste Services Inc.
An Island Family Since 1861

250-653-9279
From delivering mail on horseback, logging, farming, fi shing,
market gardening, land development, treework to recycling.

j 7 Generations on Salt Spring i
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A Salt Spring youth centre opened at Com-
munity Services on Feb. 15 with hundreds of 
islanders of all ages touring the facility and 
enjoying outdoor activities. Less than a month 
after it opened, the centre closed for several 
months after a rowdy evening overwhelmed 
volunteers. 

Municipal Affairs Minister Robin Blencoe 
approved the controversial Galiano Island 
forest land bylaws. Blencoe said, “The bylaws 
enjoy local support and are in keeping with the 
mandate of the Trust to preserve and protect.” 
The bylaws removed residential capacity from 
most forest zoned land and increased mini-
mum parcel sizes from 20 acres to 20 hectares. 
Debate over the move is ongoing to this day.

More than 110 mountain bikers from across 
the province descended upon the island in May 
to participate in the fi rst-ever Spoke Folk Fest 
Mountain Bike Race.

Lady Minto hospital administrator Vicki 
Curtis said use of the hospital must increase 
or some of its services could be lost. “If one 
doesn’t use the services to their full extent then 
there is the danger of either reducing the role or 
changing the role of the hospital,” she said in a 
June interview.

Salt Spring Islanders celebrated Canada’s 
125th birthday in style on July 1 with a parade, 
fun run, air fl ights, fl ag-raising ceremony, cake 
cutting and unique contests.

A new ferry was implemented on the 
Vesuvius Bay-Croton run. The Howe Sound 
Queen could carry 70 cars and 330 passengers, 
more than double the number of cars and pas-
sengers of its predecessor, the Vesuvius Queen.

A fi rst-ever lama-thon held Aug. 15 at the 
Farmers Institute grounds raised about $7,000 
through pledges, admission fees and food and 
refreshment sales. “It was beyond our wild-
est expectations,” said ArtSpring’s Ida-Marie 
Threadkell.

Construction of Blackburn Meadows Golf 
Course was set to begin in September, said 
owner Delia von Schilling.

In October, Patrick Gordon Troywalchuk was 
found guilty of attempted murder and assault 
stemming from a Feb. 24, 1992 incident on 
Salt Spring. Troywalchuk was found guilty of 
attempting to murder Marie Te Charlebois and 
assaulting her nine-year-old daughter Saharan 
at their Beaver Point home.  Troywalchuk was 
later sentenced to 10 years imprisonment.

Salt Spring unequivocally voted no to the 
Charlottetown Accord on Oct. 26. Across the 
nation, 54 per cent of Canadians rejected the 
deal to amend the Constitution of canada. 
Roughly 85 per cent of Gulf Islands residents 
turned out to vote in the October referendum. 

Census results released in November indi-
cated that 7,871 residents were living on Salt 
Spring, an increase of 28 per cent from 1986. 
North Pender had 1,400 permanent residents,; 
South Pender, 137; Mayne, 739; Saturna, 245; 
Galiano, 909.

Life down at the island’s 
famous Saturday market wasn’t 
always a walk in the park. 

In the years prior to 1992, 
Salt Spring’s market may have 
offered an eclectic hodgepodge 
of products, but there really 
wasn’t all that much separat-
ing it from any old-fashioned 
fl ea market in any other small 
town.

“It was more of a social event 
than a sales venue,” says island 
potter Mark Meredith. “The 
locals all came to town on mar-
ket day. We all had our cars in 
the space where the front of the 
market is now and we sold off 
the front of our cars . . . .It was a 
lot of fun.”

Tensions rose over the course 
of the 1980s as word of the mar-
ket began to spread off island. 
Too much of a good thing, it 
turned out, wasn’t a very good 
thing at all.

Seeing an opportunity to turn 
a profit, more vendors began 
selling imported goods like 
sunglasses and handbags that 
they’d bring from off-island.

Even the fruits and vegeta-
bles were shipped in by truck 
from the Okanagan, said Mer-
edith, who played a critical 
role in developing the modern 
market, along with the “make it, 
bake it, grow it” standard.

“You know, I didn’t think it 
would stick, but it sure did,” 
he said.

In an effort to resurrect the 
market’s local fl avour, Meredith 
and a handful of other local 
vendors formed the “Friends of 
the Market” in 1988. The group’s 
main adversary was the Market 
Vendors’ Association (MVA), 
which he says contained sig-
nifi cant numbers of off-island 
vendors, but was an energetic 
force to be reckoned with.

“That was an unbelievable 
time,” Meredith recalls. “It was 
a major war.”

The Parks and Recreation 
Commission tried to cool things 
down and reach a compromise, 
notably through the long “mar-
ket mediation” process of 1992.

“We met at the basement of 
the United Church off and on 
from the late summer until well 
into winter. There was a very 
sophisticated mediation pro-
cess where everybody involved 
had a say in what they wanted 
‘the market’ to be,” Meredith 
said.

Based on islanders’ input, it 
was decided that the island’s 
market should have a stronger 
emphasis on locally made or 
grown products as well as more 
arts and crafts. Local merchants 
also spoke about how the infl ux 

of imported retail goods was 
hurting island businesses.

In short, the Market in the 
Park’s distinctive Salt Spring feel 
and fl avour immediately forced 
the MVA contingent to the side-
lines and the market locals have 
all come to know, love (and 
sometimes avoid) was born.

“[The other vendors] had 
gone to the Harbour House 
parking lot with the MVA in 
protest of the new rules,” Mer-
edith said. “Slowly, the old ven-
dors who qualifi ed, who ‘made 
it, baked it or grew it,’ started 
to come back . . . . It wasn’t long 
before people started changing 
their products.”

Meredith said that, although 
community markets are now 

commonplace, Salt Spring’s 
was the fi rst in the province to 
focus exclusively on local arts 
and crafts.

As word got out, Salt Spring’s 
market evolved into a destina-
tion for tourists, small-time 
market vendors became the 
owners of successful island 
businesses (think Barb’s Buns 
and Salt Spring Soapworks, for 
example) and new vendors 
moved in to carry on the tradi-
tion.  

“In 1992, Salt Spring became 
a brand name. Before the mar-
ket, Salt Spring wasn’t even on 
the map,” Meredith said. 

“We didn’t sell the steak, we 
sold the sizzle,” he added. “The 
sizzle was the market.”

Market in the Park makes, bakes 
and grows the island’s reputation

“Before the market, Salt Spring wasn’t even on 

the map.”

MARK MEREDITH
Island potter
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Thrifty Foods Saltspring Island
Mouat’s Centre, 114 Purvis Lane

250 537-1522

Proudly serving Saltspring Island 
residents & visitors with 
a smile since 1993.

S A L T S P R I N GCustomer service: 1 800 667-8280 • thriftyfoods.com
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Salt Spring’s resident judge was sworn in as Mr. 
Justice Ralph Hudson of the Supreme Court of 
the Yukon Territory after serving as a B.C. provin-
cial court judge in Ganges and Sidney for more 
than 11 years. 

In March, Salt Spring residents rallied against 
Agriculture Canada’s plan to aerial spray BtK to 
combat the dreaded gypsy moth, resulting in an 
agreement to undertake a limited ground spray 
program instead.

A B.C. Court of Appeal decision upheld a ban 
on gas-powered boats in St. Mary Lake, which 
had fi rst been introduced in 1985 and was then 
appealed in 1990.

Salt Spring’s fi rst automatic debit machine was 
installed at Salt Spring Automotive Parts and Sup-
plies in March.

A break-away Saturday market created by the 
Market Vendors Association set up for the season at 
the Harbour House Hotel grounds on March 27.

Lorraine Campbell of Saturna Island was award-
ed the Canada 125 medal for community service 
by Senator Pat Carney as part of the Saturna Crab-
fest on April 10. 

An April 24 referendum saw voters reject a 
solid waste landfi ll on Mount Bruce proposed by 
the CRD by a 1,214 to 331 vote. However, a liquid 
waste composting concept for the Burgoyne Bay 
area on land to be leased from Texada Logging 
was passed by a 1,110 to 440 margin. 

Local grocery store Gulf Island Trading Company 
closed its doors on June 23, marking the end of 81 
years of business on the site. Grant and Binda Cari-
gnan had owned the business since 1972. 

Thrifty Foods opened its new store in Ganges on 
July 7, with owners Dave Hogarth and Dan Lee. 

Four Galiano Island land-use bylaws that had 
restricted MacMillan Bloedel’s forest lands to for-
estry uses were quashed by a B.C. Supreme Court 
decision on July 30, ending another chapter in the 
long-running saga. The Galiano Local Trust Com-
mittee launched an appeal of the decision later in 
the year.

Hereford and McPhillips avenues were turned 
into one-way streets in October as part of a new 
traffi c pattern system for Ganges. 

The fi rst “community mail boxes” appeared on 
Salt Spring as part of a Canada Post overhaul that 
bid adieu to the traditional V0S 1E0 and V0S 1C0 
postal codes and old green mailboxes.  

Reform Party candidate Jack Frazer of Salt Spring 
was elected Saanich-Gulf Islands MP in a federal 
election that saw the ruling Conservative Party lose 
all but two seats across Canada. The Liberals under 
Jean Chretien were given a strong majority. Frazer 
defeated NDP incumbent Lynn Hunter.

Eighteen-year-old Yarah Hooley died when her 
car left North End Road and plunged in St. Mary 
Lake on Oct. 27.

Dietrich Luth unseated Julia Atkins as Salt 
Spring’s CRD director in local elections. 

Youth centre started in name of lost teens
The death of two 16 year 

olds in a stolen vehicle was 
undoubtedly the most tragic 
event of 1993 on Salt Spring 
Island. 

As the Driftwood reported on 
July 14: 

Two Salt Spring Island youths 
are dead and two are in hos-
pital following a two-vehicle, 
head-on collision early Sunday 
morning.

Ilan Corey Nelson, 16, and 
Kiowna Corin Lalonde, 16, 
died after a 1973 Toyota station 
wagon in which they were driv-
ing collided with a 1976 Chev 
pick-up on Reynolds Road near 
Fulford Harbour.

The fi rst fatal motor vehicle 
accident on the island since Sep-
tember 1989 also sent two other 
passengers in the Toyota to hos-
pital. Thirteen-year-old Ryan 

Bonfi eld and 15-year-old Sunya 
Relph are in Victoria General 
Hospital. Nelson was driving 
the Toyota when the accident 
occurred.

But from their deaths came 

a lasting legacy for the future 
youth of Salt Spring — the Core 
Inn Youth Project — with the 
name derived from the coinci-
dentally similar middle names 
of Nelson and Lalonde.

Trying to establish the centre 
was acted upon quickly. While 
the community had long real-
ized that island youth needed 
more to do with their time and 
a place to call their own, the two 
teens’ deaths made the project 
an imperative. 

Youth worker Trish Nobile 
spearheaded a successful cam-
paign to buy the heritage build-
ing known as the old Garner 
residence, which had most 
recently been home to Luigi’s 
restaurant, at 134 McPhillips 
Ave.

By Aug. 4 the Driftwood could 
report that $150,000 of the esti-
mated $250,000 purchase price 
had been raised, with $125,000 
of that amount pledged by a 
Salt Spring resident. 

The Core Inn officially 
opened on Nov. 4, 1995.
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A golden wish

Joyce Carlson    Driftwood Publisher 1989 - 1995

Heartfelt congratulations 
on your 50th anniversary
from all the Peakers in Powell River. 
Here’s to another half century!
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A January report saying lot prices on Salt 
Spring were soaring drew mixed responses 
from local real estate agents, who saw both 
detriments and benefi ts to dealing with 
the fastest increasing lot prices in Canada. 
The Century 21 report indicated lots on Salt 
Spring recorded the highest increase in the 
country. The average price of a serviced, one-
acre lot rose from $68,000 to $91,000 (33.8 per 
cent) in the course of a year.

Salt Spring regional director Dietrich Luth 
summed up his opposition to a sludge com-
posting project proposed by the liquid waste 
committee by describing it as “taking on the 
proportions of a sludge gate.”

Controversy over the installation of con-
dom machines at Gulf Islands Secondary 
School attracted a standing-room-only crowd 
to a parents’ advisory council meeting held 
in March. “The fact is that we are going to 
have sex,” one teenager told the crowd, sum-
ming up the main argument for installing the 
machines.

Lady Minto Hospital’s acting administrator 
Karen Davies reported 5,186 visits were made 
to the hospital emergency ward between 
April 1, 1993 and March 31, 1994, up from 
4,952 the year before.

A stash of goods stolen from the Mobile 
Market in Ganges was found and returned by 
an eight-year-old boy who chose a yogurt ice 
cream bar as his prize. 

A musical marimba band’s summer prac-
tice session was punctuated by gunshots, but 
the exact reason for the shots was still under 
investigation by Salt Spring RCMP. Accord-
ing to police, a 60-year-old man appeared to 
have discharged a fi rearm within 100 feet of a 
building, contrary to Wildlife Act regulations. 
Although the man said he was shooting at 
crows, members of the band said the man, 
who appeared intoxicated, fi red the shots and 
then ordered the group to stop playing.

Queen Elizabeth would enjoy a taste of 
Salt Spring while in Victoria for the Com-
monwealth Games, thanks to the efforts of 
Zoe and Lynn Woodside of the Fat Rascal in 
Ganges. 

Salt Spring divers Ken Perry and Dave Ray-
ment were among seven men receiving med-
als of bravery in a September ceremony for 
their part in a daring rescue attempt to save 
six people trapped under a capsized boat in 
Active Pass in July.

The legalization of in-law suites, the eas-
ing of building restrictions and allowing for 
seasonal cottages to be used for permanent 
residences were among several recommenda-
tions of a Salt Spring task force on housing 
released in October.

Tourism in 1994 brought in as many as 
200,000 visitors annually to Salt Spring and 
was worth $12 million to the local economy, 
according to fi gures collected by the Cham-
ber of Commerce.
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The Public Hall (known now as Central Hall), was
constructed by the Farmers’ Institute, beginning in April 1896. 

 It was completed in time for the fi rst Agricultural Exhibition on October 14, 1896.
Our Goal: The preservation of Agriculture and Cultural Heritage on Salt Spring Island.

Congratulations to the Driftwood . . .50 years old 
but still a junior. 
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Salt Spring dancer Brad Magnus learned he 
would be a key performer in the Variety Club 
Telethon of Hearts. Magnus, who has Downs 
Syndrome, had already danced in Vienna and 
the U.S. Japan was among his future tour spots.

Gulf Islands School District trustees were in 
the line of fi re when students and parents con-
verged on the school board’s offi ce in February 
to express anger over the budget crisis. Trustees 
endured waves of hostile comments and ques-
tions throughout the three-hour meeting.

The island’s Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion announced closure of Mouat’s Park to 
campers, tent trailers and motor homes. The 15 
campsites would be restricted to tent campers 
who walk or cycle to the Ganges-area park.

Three passengers and the pilot escaped 
unhurt from Hanna Air’s Norseman fl oat plane 
after it crashed near Kuper Island in March.

Islanders got a new place to hang out after 
the spring opening of a climbing wall on prop-
erty owned by Salt Spring Community Services. 

A Victoria fi tness equipment fi rm repos-
sessed $21,000 worth of weight machines from 
Gulf Islands Secondary School in April after it 
gave up waiting for payment. The company 
said it planned to sue the school for $10,000 
for depreciation and expenses after the school 
failed to pay its invoice.

A haven for Gulf Islands women escaping 
abusive situations was opened in June thanks 
to the anonymous donation of a four-bedroom 
home. The transition house, run by Salt Spring 
Women Opposed to Violence and Abuse 
(SWOVA), would house victims of domestic vio-
lence. A separate group, Island Women Against 
Violence, was later formed to run the facility.

Keys areas in the Strait of Georgia, including 
land in the Gulf Islands, would be acquired for 
ecological reserves or parks under a $60-mil-
lion program announced by the federal and 
provincial governments.

Contaminated material from the bottom of 
Ganges Harbour would not be dumped in the 
old landfi ll on Blackburn Road, according to a 
July decision by federal offi cials.  The Islands 
Trust and residents living in the Cusheon Lake 
watershed voiced opposition, which led to the 
government’s decision. 

Flutes made from PVC by Salt Spring resident 
Palu Rainbow Song caught the attention of 
industrial giant The Geon Company.

CRD board members broke with tradition 
and voted against Salt Spring regional director 
Dietrich Luth and passed a bylaw to regu-
late the market in Centennial Park. Changes 
required vendors at the market produce their 
own products and gave preference to Salt 
Spring products.

Store owners and GISS students worked 
together to dispel a confl ict about the num-
ber of students hanging around the Harbour 
Building in Ganges.

PHOTO BY TONY RICHARDS

Believe it or not, Charles Hingston is still a Gulf Islands school trustee 15 years after this 

photo was taken at a stressful meeting in a crowded school board offi  ce to talk about 

major budget cuts. Hingston has been a trustee for Salt Spring continuously since 1981. 

He was also a ferry worker and became a captain before retiring in 2008. 
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Grace Point Square
Salt Spring Island, BC

TEL: 250-537-8807

19961996 | 50 YEARS OF COMMUNITY

TOP STORIES

Vancouver Island RCMP emergency 
response team members were called to Mount 
Erskine Drive in early January after local RCMP 
Const. Gerard Choquette was grazed by a bullet 
or rock debris caused by a fi ring gun while mon-
itoring a house where Gary Douglas Bader was 
living with his parents. Bader evaded police and 
fl ed into the woods during snowy conditions. 
He emerged Jan. 23 and received treatment 
for hypothermia. He was later charged with 
attempted murder and a number of weapons 
offences. Bader was later found not criminally 
responsible for his actions.

At their February meeting, Salt Spring’s Local 
Trust Committee gave fi rst reading to a bylaw 
that would downzone Bullock Lake property 
owned by Salt Spring Island Village Resort from 
Commercial-4 to Rural at their February meet-
ing. 

Chester Ludlow went on a hunger strike to 
protest the “chemical soup” he said was caused 
by materials used to construct Gulf Islands Sec-
ondary School. Ludlow was refusing to eat until 
the school was tested for toxicity. His hunger 
strike lasted 10 days.

Release of the 307-page fi rst draft of the Salt 
Spring Island Offi cial Community Plan in 
April stunned a number of islanders who were 
perplexed at the document’s “sheer volume and 
complexity.” The Salt Spring Preservation Com-
mittee was formed in opposition to the docu-
ment. Much mayhem ensued.

The Mayne Queen made an unscheduled 
fi ve-hour stop at Piers Island after it lost steer-
ing control during a mid-summer sailing. The 
ferry ran aground, stranding the 88 passengers 
aboard until the vessel could be fl oated off the 
rocks at high tide.

Budget cuts threatened the Coast Guard 
station in Ganges Harbour. A preliminary cost-
cutting report advocated transferring the station 
to Victoria. The plan was eventually abandoned 
and the station remains in operation to this day.

Community fundraising and money from 
the regional and provincial government came 
together in a successful court bid to purchase 
the 640-acre Mill Farm for a park. Property 
owners agreed to accept the provincial bid — 
despite a higher bid from a logging company 
— since they preferred to see the site preserved 
as a park.

November saw more than 100 protesters 
who turned out to stop development at the Salt 
Spring Island Village Resort on Bullock Lake. The 
protesters started at Bullock Lake, made their 
way through downtown Ganges and ended up at 
the Driftwood offi ce. 

The Driftwood capped off the year by launching 
its inaugural internet edition at www.driftwood.
bc.ca. Included in the site was an online edition of 
a few stories from the newspaper, the Gulf Islands 
Visitors’ Guide and a copy of Island Living.

A record 23.3 inches (60 cm) of snow fell dur-
ing a 24-hour period, bringing the total snowfall 
as of December 30 to 52.7 inches (133.9 cm), and 
shutting down the islands. 

Bader
search 
ends ok

The sheer heft and detail of 
the first draft of Salt Spring’s 
300-page official communi-
ty plan caused a near revolt 
when it was first released in 
April by trustees Grace Byrne 
and Bob Andrew, and head 
planner for the Salt Spring 
Trust office, Linda Adams. 

The Salt Spring Preserva-
tion Committee was formed 
in opposition to the draft. 
Trustees eventually listened 
to islanders’ concerns, agree-
ing to remove some of the 
contentious bits regarding 
development permit areas 
(DPAs), and references to 
building colours,  among 
other items.

T h e  m o s t  m e m o r a b l e 
meeting occurred on May 
2 at Fulford Hall, when one 
copy of the draft plan went 
flying, and an earthquake 
even occurred at the same 
time. 

According to a May 8, 1996 
Driftwood story:

[Islands Trust Advisory 
Planning Commission] chair-
man Gary Holman spoke out 

against what he sensed was a 
call to “toss” the entire plan, 
saying there were some “inno-
vative things we could lose.” He 
urged people to “try to work 
with this document.”

Some speakers comment-
ed on the hostile nature of 
this and previous meetings, 
and a few dubbed the crowd 
a “mob.”

[Long-time island resi-
dent] Tom Toynbee dis-
agreed with that term and 
recalled historic conflicts 
between Fulford and Gan-
ges residents, as well as his 
uncles “shouting at each 
other” over land-use issues.

“In the good old days they 
really knew what fighting 
was about.”

T h e  n e x t  O C P  d r a f t 
came back later in the year 
at 112 pages, with DPAs 
then detailed in a sepa-
rate document. The OCP’s 
eventual municipal affairs 
ministry adoption on June 
3, 1998 capped off four 
years of hard labour that 
began with volunteer focus 

groups gathering and articu-
lating ideas about what kind 
of island and community Salt 
Springers wanted. 

Fighting about the plan: the OCP ruckus 
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Thirty animals removed from Quail Mead-
ows Farm were expected to be offi cially placed 
in the custody of the Salt Spring SPCA. One goat 
had already died, but four llamas, four dogs, 13 
pigs, three piglets, two boars, two goats, a ferret 
and a cat were recovering from neglect.

Reform Party candidate for Saanich-the 
Islands Gary Lunn was part of a Western 
Canada Reform Party sweep, taking the June 2 
federal election. 

Great for cars, less great for people was 
the conclusion of passengers aboard the 
new Skeena Queen “century-class” ferry, 
which started a six-month trial run on the 
Fulford Harbour-Swartz Bay route. The new 
ferry offered more space for cars but spartan 
lounges and little comfort for foot passengers. 

The Island Wildlife Natural Care Centre 
opened on Salt Spring, but founder Jeff 
Lederman still needed government approv-
al to run a seal rehabilitation program. 

The Ministry of Education was considering 
computer-based distance learning as one 
solution to the Gulf Islands School District’s 
fi nancial problems. The district had projected 
an $850,000 defi cit in the coming year and was 
seeking ways to cut costs.

Former Mill Farm co-owner and resident 
Bruce Williams was up to his ankles in 
cement as a symbolic message to the Capital 
Regional District, which had evicted him from 
his home. Williams spent three days with his 
feet encased in concrete.

A Pender Island couple was thinking about 
going shopping after winning $2.5 million in a 
July 6/49 lottery draw. Dorine and Wilf Mather 
based their numbers on a combination of 
birth dates and had played the same combina-
tion for 15 years before hitting the jackpot.

A group of girls walking on Cusheon Lake 
Road in August had a narrow escape during a 
lightning storm. Eleven-year-old Jessica Mack 
reported that she and the other girls were 
caught in a fl ash of light and felt a tingling 
through their bones. A doctor suggested the 
girls had felt the current from a nearby strike.

The 11th-hour campaign to prevent closure 
of the Ganges courthouse gathered almost 
1,200 letters, which were delivered to the pro-
vincial attorney general’s ministry just before 
the last scheduled court date. The courthouse 
remains open to this day.

Pender Islanders were aghast following a city-
style bank break-in where perpetrators bored 
through a wall to enter the island’s Hong Kong 
Bank of Canada branch. Thieves jimmied a lock 
in an adjacent craft store, then used various tools 
to make a hole in the wall and crawl into the 
bank. A pry bar was used to bend back the safe’s 
door and a large amount of money was stolen.

An airborne Cessna 180, struck on the side 
by a gust of wind on the afternoon of Nov. 28, 
overturned and crashed into Ganges Harbour. 
Pilot Gene Bellavance was unharmed and 
rescued by nearby boaters.

Fires at approxi-
mately the same 
time in two heri-
tage churches in 
the Fulford val-
ley on Aug. 23 led 
police and fire-
fighters to con-
clude that both 
were caused by an 
arsonist. 

Damaged in the 
fi res were Burgoyne 
Un i t e d  C h u rc h 
a n d  St .  Pa u l ’s 
Catholic Church. 
The greatest dam-
age occurred at St. 
Paul’s.

Charges of arson 
against Michael 
Wells were later 
d r o p p e d  w h e n 
the judge would 
not admit certain 
Crown evidence.

When Brian Hauff  of the controversial Salt Spring Island Village Resort development at Bullock Lake 

called islanders who were opposed to his plans “Goofers,” it prompted Eric Booth to create “Goofers’ 

Pig Farm” on his family’s property next door. Everyone else wondered, “What is a Goofer, anyway?” 

Church
fi res
shock 
island
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ROYAL LEPAGE SALT SPRING REALTY
1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2T9

Patti
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250.537.5515

Myles 
Wilson
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John
Cade
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Fowles
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250.537.5515

Gail
Beattie

250.537.5515

Serving Salt Spring Island Families since 1928 (Salt Spring Lands).
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As of Jan. 1, Gulf Islands women were 
given the choice of delivering their 
babies at home, with the costs of a 
midwife covered by provincial medical 
insurance.

An initial payment on the McFad-
den Creek Heronry made in January 
secured the 12.5-acre site for preserva-
tion as the third-largest heron colony on 
the West Coast. The $235,000 purchase 
price would be paid off over four years. 
The purchase was spearheaded by Nina 
Raginsky and the Waterbird Watch Col-
lective.

Growing concern over noise gener-
ated by floatplanes in Ganges Harbour 
sparked a campaign for the use of three-
bladed propellers.  

With Fulford’s ferry terminal closed for 
repairs, Salt Spring’s link with the rest of 
the world was threatened when a semi-
trailer ripped up the aprons at Long Har-
bour’s loading dock and shut down all 
sailings. That left the Vesuvius-Crofton 
link as the only way to get on and off the 
island for three weeks.

RCMP auxiliary members withdrew 
their services following an April decision 
to take away their guns.

A survey determined strong interest 
among islanders for a locally run radio 
station. Islanders would have to wait 
more than a decade before Salt Spring’s 
first radio station hit the airwaves. 
CFSI.FM went on the air in September, 
2009.

A long-standing feud between the 
Central Community Hall board of direc-
tors and its biggest tenant, Cinema Cen-
tral, came to a head over a dispute about 
whether the cinema’s movable chairs 
scratched the hall floor.

A Ministry of Education “efficiency 
advisory team” confirmed what local 
school trustees had been saying for years: 
the Gulf Islands School District had a 
chronic structural funding problem.

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
approved funding for a Salt Spring 
incorporation feasibility study in 
August. The ministry agreed to provide 
funds for a professional consultant to 
complete a detailed report on the costs 
and implications of incorporating the 
islands. 

Salt Spring Island Village Resort on 
Bullock Lake went into receivership in 
November. However, Vancouver-based 
developer Brian Hauff said he would seek 
further financing for the project.

About 300 Gulf Islanders rallied on the 
steps of the legislature at “high noon” on 
Dec. 4 to demand adequate funding for 
education in the school district. 

Following is an excerpt from 
a letter regarding Central Hall 
from theatre co-owner Louise 
Nye.

. . . . .

Youths from an overturned vehicle comfort each other before emergency crews arrive on the 

scene. The driver suff ered a broken arm. This photograph won Driftwood photographer Derrick 

Lundy one of numerous awards since he started at the Driftwood in 1989.
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“It takes a long time 
to become young.”

~ PABLO PICASSO

www.artspring.ca

HAPPY 50TH 
DRIFTWOOD
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Two men were killed in the crash of a 
DC-3 cargo plane on Mayne Island at 6:30 
a.m. on Jan. 13. 

Almost 100 people attended a meeting 
at Beaver Point Hall on how to prepare for 
potential problems related to the Y2K mil-
lennium bug in early February.

Dave Enfield was chosen as new Salt 
Spring fire chief. He replaced the retiring Les 
Wagg. Enfield came to the island from Surrey 
where he lived and worked for 27 years. He 
served as chief until his retirement in 2009.

ArtSpring was given its absolutely official 
opening with a gala weekend April 17-19. 
Events included a ribbon-cutting by Birgit 
and Robert Bateman, and three concerts: 
Bob LeBlanc, Carol Welsman and contralto 
Maureen Forrester accompanied by Peter 
Tiefenbach on piano.

A low-cost seniors housing complex pro-
posed for land behind Lady Minto Hospital 
was turned down by the Salt Spring Local 
Trust Committee, cited as being contrary to 
the official community plan and on Agricul-
tural Land Reserve property.

Former island resident Geoff Ballard 
received the Order of Canada for his role in 
refining the hydrogen fuel cell.

A swift community response had Portlock 
Park’s Shelby Pool back in shape after a July 
fire in the administration building closed the 
facility for a week.

A full-fledged “gas war” at Gasoline Alley’s 
fuel station heated up over the summer and 
revealed that Salt Springers pay up to 15 per 
cent more than anywhere else in the prov-
ince.

A huge summer lightning storm spooked 
21 island dogs from their homes. All of the 
canines were back home safe and sound 
within a couple of days.

The appearance of blue-green algae in 
Cusheon Lake prompted the Capital Health 
Region to issue a warning to local residents 
to avoid contact of any kind with the lake’s 
water. Lab results determined water quality 
was back to normal by the end of Septem-
ber.

In the biggest land sale ever recorded on 
Salt Spring Island at the time, Texada Log-
ging Company of Germany sold its entire 
island inventory to Vancouver-based devel-
opers Derek Trethewey and Rob MacDon-
ald. The 4,500 acres stretched from Mount 
Maxwell through the Burgoyne and Fulford 
valleys and up to Mount Tuam. Logging on 
Mount Tuam was soon met with local pro-
tests.

A Capital Health Region spokesperson told 
a December emergency preparedness meet-
ing that the region was “overdue” for a major 
9.5 magnitude earthquake. A 4.0 magnitude 
quake was recorded that very month. 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD |  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2010 |  C45

Happy Birthday to the Driftwood!    

Salt Spring
Books

eat, p
  read

lif
e is

  s
imple

Eat, sleep,  read...

Life 
 is

  s
imple

THANK YOU SALT SPRING FOR 10 GREAT YEARS

Happy    10th   Birthday
to Salt Spring Books

For all your conversations, rants and raves, laughter, 

advice, support and friendship; we are truly grateful.

- Adina, Andrew, Aidan & Chloe
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Sixty-four acres of wetland, farmland and 
forest bordering Ford Lake were saved in 
early March. Ducks Unlimited Canada and 
the Pacifi c Estuary Conservation Program, 
together with individuals, won the bid for the 
$725,000 property. Today, local conservation 
groups and schools utilize Ford Lake habitats 
to teach nature education programs. 

Pender Islands School got a $2-million 
boost in April with an education ministry 
grant. The community had outgrown the size 
of its school, built in 1977, and it was project-
ed to continue growing for a decade.

The Pender Islands Community Hall offi -
cially opened over Easter weekend.

Residents of Vesuvius Bay protested further 
development of their shoreline on Sunday, 
Aug. 6. About 30 people attended carrying 
signs that read “fouled bay” and “we’ve been 
hauled,” taking issue with the Ministry of the 
Environment, Lands and Parks for granting 
permits to build a private dock and ramp on 
Crown shoreline. A petition was circulated 
that called for an immediate moratorium on 
building wharves, ramps and fl oats in the bay.

Playboy magazine was among those inter-
ested in the Preserve and Protect calendar 
produced by Salt Spring women. Created as 
a fundraiser for the Save Salt Spring Cam-
paign that aimed to purchase watershed 
lands threatened by Texada Land Corporation 
development, the models and their photog-
rapher Howard Fry became suddenly famous 
in late August as media outlets gobbled up 
images of the women baring their souls and 
a little bit more for a cause they believed 
in. Some 9,000 copies sold in the fi rst seven 
weeks the calendar was available.

Betty Fox, the mother of Terry Fox, helped 
kicks off Salt Spring’s 20th annual Terry Fox 
run in early September.

A 34-foot pleasure craft from Port Angeles 
collided with the Spirit of Vancouver Island 
ferry just outside Swartz Bay on Sept. 14, 
despite initial warning horn blasts from the 
ferry. The pleasure craft’s two passengers died 
shortly after they were rescued. The scale 
of the incident was small, but the spin-off 
was huge, with the RCMP, BC Ferries, North 
Saanich Fire Department, the Department of 
National Defence, Coast Guard and Emergen-
cy Health Services attending the scene. 

Save Salt Spring Society sued the province 
in mid-December over failure to protect Salt 
Spring’s drinking water. The society issued 
a petition to the Supreme Court of Canada 
calling for a court declaration that every B.C. 
resident has an equal right — under the Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms — to protection of 
their drinking water sources and watershed.

A $6-million lawsuit was fi led against Salt 
Spring Village Resort Inc. by 593018 B.C. 
Ltd., a second mortgagor on title. The action 
claimed the company should have known as 
early as 1995 that the project was not fi nan-
cially viable when it sought further investors.

PHOTO BY SUSAN LUNDY

Patrick Michard 

looks into the eye 

of a 13-metre-long 

grey whale which 

beached itself in front 

of Moby’s Pub early 

one morning. Mich-

ard, who arrived to 

clean Moby’s at 5:30 

a.m., was one of a 

handful of people to 

see the whale alive. 

This photo was taken 

about one hour after 

it died. 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Aylwin Catchpole passes the time fastened to a 

wrist brace in the front seat of a car parked to block 

the movement of supplies to the logging site.

“I was in communication with 

both sides. The cops would talk 

to me easily . . . the protest-

ers would call me the night 

before arrests or protests. . . . 

When they were done, it was a 

devastated mess. To be neutral 

was hard.”

DERRICK LUNDY
Driftwood photographer

Texada logging
dominates news

“The most memorable was this girl Aylwin. A 

welder had welded an arm brace onto the 

transmission. She was there for a number of 

hours. Initially the cops came and then a logging 

guy came and they had to get welder out to get 

her shackle off . I remember her just lying there. 

She was very vulnerable and the loggers were all 

cursing at her and calling her an idiot. It was a 

big scene with her.”

DERRICK LUNDY
Driftwood photographer

Protests against the logging of lands owned by 
Vancouver-based Texada Land Corporation heat-
ed up in 2000, with people locking themselves to 
logging trucks or sitting in trees, and other direct 
action occurring for several months, including the 
blocking of a logging truck one day in the middle 
of Ganges.

Eleven people were eventually charged with 
criminal contempt of court for disobeying court 
injunctions to not halt the logging trucks. They 
were Rod McGuckin, Jason Flis, Eric Plourd, Mike 
Witneben, Aylwin Catchpole, Angela Hughes, four 
youths and Janet “B” Nevill, who was 88 years old 

at the time.
The protest atmosphere is well cap-

tured in Mort Ransen’s fi lm Ah . . . the 
Money, the Money, the Money: the Battle 
for Salt Spring, which was released by the 
National Film Board in 2001.

Briony Penn’s Lady Godiva ride on 
a horse through downtown Vancouver 
with other bare-breasted, placard-carry-
ing supporters was another high-profi le 
action used (in January of 2001) to draw 
attention to the logging. 

If island protesters had to face the 
music in court for their actions, Texada 
Land Corporation was also reprimanded 
when it was fi ned $13,000 for violating a 
section of the Private Land Forest Prac-
tices Regulation governing logging near 
streams.



To readers, the change 
would have likely gone 
unnoticed, but when 
the Driftwood sent its 
fi rst digital papers to the 
printer, it revolutionized 
the way the newspaper 
was produced. Before 
the technology of send-
ing newspaper page 
files via an FTP site to 
the printer, Driftwood 
staff member Tao Kim-
ball would rush with the 
“fl ats” of pages in a box 
to catch the ferry where 
he would hand-deliver 
the pages to press outlets in Victoria or Ladysmith. 
If the Driftwood was still working to complete 
some pages, Kimball would have to take a second 
trip to deliver the remaining fl ats. 

Today, each newspaper page is uploaded at the 
production manager’s desk every Tuesday and 
arrives on the printer’s server in Ladysmith within 
60 seconds, and last-minute changes can now be 
made and the pages re-sent. While the newspaper 
now arrives at the press independent of “ferry time” 
— it still has a drop-dead deadline as it always has. 
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You’ve seen the ads...
you’ve surfed the net...

Providing more options for you since 1999, 
working on-on-one with you to custom fi t the 

mortgage to your specifi c needs. Mortgage 
questions? Give me a call!

Arlene Modderman
ACCREDITED MORTGAGE PROFESSIONAL

250-537-4090

Happy 50th, Driftwood!
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Eleven individuals arrested in February for 
impeding Texada logging operations through 
blockading and locking down to logging trucks 
faced contempt of court charges in Victoria 
Supreme Court. Following a 10-day trail in 
Victoria Supreme Court, Justice Peter Lowry 
handed down jail sentences ranging from one 
day to two months to seven of nine arrestees. 

A Feb. 28 earthquake measuring 6.8 on the 
Richter scale 17 km north of Olympia, Wash-
ington had computer monitors dancing and 
people talking.

The Geezers (Arvid Chalmers and Sid Filkow) 
launched themselves and a freezer into Ganges 
Harbour on April 8. The comedy duo took its 
show The Topic of Cancer on the road to Niag-
ara Falls and Hamilton, Ontario. It garnered 
national attention.

The bronze mermaid statue created by 
sculptor Tom McPhee was unveiled in Rotary 
Marine Park in April. He had worked with the 
Rotary Club on the project for four years.

Saanich North and the Islands MLA Mur-
ray Coell was sworn in as minister of human 
resources in June.

A community party at Burgoyne Bay on 
June 21 celebrated the preservation of Can-
ada’s largest intact Garry oak woodland. The 
$3.5-million deal saw the Nature Trust of B.C. 
purchase the 250-hectare (620-acre) Burgoyne-
area parcel from Texada Land Corporation with 
funding from Forest Renewal B.C.

In August, the Capital Regional District 
board voted to approve its funding portion of a 
$1.8-million upgrade of Lady Minto Hospital. 
The project would see a modernized operating 
room and a palliative care suite at the hospital. 

The Fulford Valley airstrip was sold and 
closed in September. Three Salt Spring families, 
the Alkoffs, Frys and Puhkys, purchased the 
contentious airstrip and preserved the 42-hect-
are property as farmland.

The Queen of Nanaimo was evacuated and 
quarantined Oct. 15 after an Anthrax scare on 
the Long Harbour ferry. 

Driftwood Publishing Ltd. purchased the 
Barnacle Island Journal on Nov. 1. 

As a $15.9-million deal between Texada Land 
Corporation and the provincial government 
drew to a close, Salt Spring fundraisers quickly 
raised the fi nal $350,000 needed to cement 
the 665-hectare (1,642-acre) Nov. 30 parkland 
purchase.

Police searched Salt Spring for three suspects 
after Fulford resident Charlie Ward was shot 
at his home Nov. 15. The 30-year-old shooting 
victim was transported to Victoria and Vancou-
ver to recover from a paralyzing shot. The case 
remains under investigation as of 2010..

Texada land activists celebrated the forma-
tion of new parkland and the protection of the 
Maxwell Lake watershed at an all-day party 
Dec. 16.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

High school students Tegan Adams and Gary Lucich raise the American fl ag at 

Gulf Islands Secondary School. Salt Spring residents were shocked by a cata-

strophic attack on the World Trade Centre on Sept. 11. Over 800 students and 

teachers from Salt Spring schools gathered in mourning for the fl ag-raising 

ceremony at GISS on Sept. 14 and hundreds of islanders also congregated at 

Centennial Park. 

“Rick MacKinnon and Lorraine Sullivan were two Driftwood staff  members who were very involved in following the Survivor 

television show and so I was treated to a running commentary every week of what had happened the night before (to the point 

of distraction, actually). Lorraine said to me one day, “You should fi gure out a way to do this in the Driftwood.” It took months, but 

one day it all came together. It was fun, advertisers and readers loved it — they talked about it and they voted. Other newspapers 

liked it and ran their own Survivor contests and, as icing on the cake, the Canadian Community Newspapers Association awarded 

us three national promotional awards for Survivor, Survivor Too and Survivor Reunion. Hmmmm, anyone for Survivor Seniors?”

PETER MCCULLY
Driftwood Publisher

The Survivor contest saw Driftwood readers’ ballots determine which contestant would be eliminated 

each week, after their answers to a new round of questions had been answered. John Dolman, represent-

ing the “north end tribe,”  was the winner of the fi rst Survivor contest. His chosen charity, the Salt Spring 

Food Bank, received $500 from Driftwood Publishing as a result of his win.   

PAPER TRAVELS DIGITALLY
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Formerly The J M itche ll G a llery

20022002 | 50 YEARS OF COMMUNITY

TOP STORIES

Salt Spring Islanders were among those offer-
ing support to former island resident Sonya 
Handel following the loss of her six children at 
the hands of her husband Jay Handel, the chil-
dren’s father, who also lived on Salt Spring before 
the family moved to Quatsino on northwestern 
Vancouver Island. Jay Handel was charged and 
ultimately convicted of six counts of fi rst-degree 
murder. On March 11 he had shot the children 
before setting their home on fi re.

A March 20 snowfall of between fi ve and 12 
inches led weather observer Robert Aston to 
declare it “the worst March” he had seen in 26 
years of recording.

The controversial ship’s hull brought into the 
harbour by the new owners of Ganges Marina, 
referred to as “the barge” by locals, was 
removed from Ganges Harbour , under order of 
the Salt Spring Local Trust Committee.

In July, a promised $650,000 contribution 
from the Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 
saved an operating room expansion plan that 
was threatened earlier when the Ministry of 
Health Services pulled its full contribution of 
capital funding for the project.

Over 1,000 people attended a Galiano Island 
memorial service to honour the lives of fi ve 
islanders who died in a tragic boating accident 
on Aug. 13. Kathy Mabberley, her children 
Amanda and Wyatt, and cousins Rod Wilson and 
Tony Head (of Salt Spring) drowned when their 
seiner — the Cap Rouge II —  capsized at the 
mouth of the Fraser River. Mabberley’s husband 
and Head’s father were rescued from the vessel.

Islander Claire Rustad helped the Canadian 
national soccer team win silver at the FIFA 
Women’s World U19 Championship on Sept. 1.

In October, while one set of islanders 
moaned about a lack of water in wells and 
lakes from an extraordinarily dry year, the Salt 
Spring Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission 
fl oated a $4.5-million fundraising price tag to 
build an indoor pool for the island.

In the fall, Salt Spring farmers sought to cre-
ate a seed sanctuary on the island to preserve 
plant diversity from contamination by geneti-
cally engineered organisms.

Onlookers were amazed to witness a pod of 
orcas attack a minke whale in Ganges Harbour 
just a few metres offshore on October 15.

In November, PARC approved spending 
$84,000 to improve nine parks and recreation 
facilities.

B.C. Hydro crews replaced a two-kilometre-
long electrical conductor at Sansum Narrows 
in November just as the provincial government 
announced plans to divide the utility into two 
Crown corporations that would allow indepen-
dent producers to sell power to consumers.

The B.C. Ferry Corporation was restructured 
into a separate company governed by an inde-
pendent regulator in December. The fi rst act of 
the B.C. Ferry Authority was to increase fares by 
3.8 per cent and announce a four-year annual 
increase of 4.4 per cent on Gulf Islands routes.

Following a request to the 
Province made by islands 
trustees David Borrowman 
and Bev Byron, and elector-
al area director Kellie Booth, 
funds for a local govern-
ment restructure study for 
Salt Spring were approved 
in August of 1998. By the 
spring of 1999,  a local gov-
ernment restructure study 
committee, chaired by David 
Wood, was hard at work and 
chose B.C. local government 
affairs expert Tom Reid of 
Sussex Consultants as its 
consultant. Besides ex-of-
ficio members Booth, her 
alternate Allisen Lambert, 
Byron and Borrowman, ini-
tial committee members 
were Wayne Fraser, Marc 
Holmes, Richard Kerr, Peter 
Lake, Gundy McLeod, Judy 
Norget, Li Read, Bob Rush, 
Chris Schmah, Rod Scotvold 
and Bob Watson.

In a May 2002 info update, 
consultant Reid estimated 
that a municipal tax hike 
from $13 to $24 would occur 
each year under incorporation 
for the fi rst eight years for an 
average-assessed ($245,000) 
property, levelling off at $105 
to $192 above the 2002 rural 
tax level.

A June 22 referendum was 
held on whether or not the 
island should become the sec-
ond Islands Trust are- incor-
porated island municipality, 
following Bowen Island, which 
had incorporated in 1999. The 
proposal was rejected by a 
70.2 per cent margin. Voter 
turn-out was just over 50 per 
cent.

We asked two men active 
in community affairs to recall 
events of the time.

For the “Yes” side 
Peter Lake developed his 

own chemical products com-
pany, working in Canada 
and overseas before retiring 
to Salt Spring Island. He was 
a member of the restructure 
committee and also served 
several terms as a Parks and 
Recreation Commissioner. 

 DW: Briefly describe your 
time on the local govern-
ment restructure commit-
tee, its dynamics and the 
conclusions its members 
came to. 

PL: The committee worked 
for three years through a 
change of provincial govern-
ment and consisted of one 
of the most intelligent and 
devoted group of people I 
have ever had the pleasure 

to work with. The impetus 
was to investigate all aspects 
of local government before 
and after incorporation, its 
probable cost impacts over a 
period of 10 years and report 
to the public. The policy of 
our committee was to main-
tain an arms-length position 
and not to be seen as advo-
cates for incorporation. I was 
the only person to resign in 
order to do so. 

 DW: In your view, what 
would the biggest advan-
tage to incorporation have 
been? 

PL: The centralization and 
co-ordination of the practi-
cal aspects of administering 
services to a population of 
nearly 10,000. The managing 
of multiple improvement dis-
tricts and differing authori-
ties is inefficient. A weekly 
meeting of a council with 
a published agenda would 
make it possible for anyone 
interested to keep informed 
on matters of importance to 
them and al low greater 
transparency. It is almost 
impossible to have a life and 
keep up with the multiplicity 
of committees and groups 
under our current system.

 DW: Why do you think the 
June 2002 vote ultimately 
failed? 

PL: 1. There was no co-or-
dinated campaign to support 
it. The people who had spent 
three years studying the mat-
ter had agreed to stay out of 
the debate.

2. I doubt many had actu-

ally read the report and 
understood it.

3. The well-orchestrated 
“No” campaign seized on 
“ra m p a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t” 
and “taxes will increase” and 
scared most into voting it 
down. By the way, check your 
taxes since and see what has 
happened and ask “what has 
changed in what I get for the 
taxes.”

The unfounded fear by 
the many that incorpora-
tion would destroy the Trust. 
There is also I think a legiti-
mate concern by those who 
have looked at the legisla-
tion. 

 For the “No” side 
Economist Gary Holman 

was Salt Spring electoral area 
director from the November 
2002 election until 2008. He 
had also been chair of the Advi-
sory Planning Commission 
and involved in a number of 
land-use issues on the island. 
Holman became a vocal oppo-
nent of incorporation and 
remains so to this day. 

DW: Describe how the “no” 
campaign took shape and 
your role in it.

GH: The “no” campaign 
seemed to be a spontane-
ous, grassroots response trig-
gered by real concern that the 
community was not being 
adequately informed about 
the impacts of incorporation. 
I was one among a number 
of people who engaged in the 
debate in whatever way we 
could — advertisements, let-

ters to the editor and day-to-
day conversation. 

I was invited to participate 
on a finance sub-committee 
of the Local Government 
Restructure Committee. Along 
with Elizabeth White and Mur-
ray Reiss, I also participated in 
two town halls sponsored by 
the restructure committee. To 
the committee’s credit, they 
invited some opponents of 
incorporation to sit on pan-
els at town hall meetings in 
Fulford and Ganges to try to 
ensure that all points of view 
were heard.

DW: In your view, what 
would have been the biggest 
disadvantage(s) to incorpo-
ration for Salt Spring?

GH: The most significant 
concerns about incorpora-
tion relate to the impact on 
the financial capacity and 
mandate of the Islands Trust, 
the additional taxpayer cost 
resulting from taking on polic-
ing and hundreds of kilome-
tres of roads, and the tenden-
cy of municipalities through-
out the province to fund these 
responsibilities by promoting 
development.

DW: Why do you think the 
June 2002 vote ultimately 
failed?

GH: Basically, I think most 
people thought that over-
all, the disadvantages out-
weighed any advantages. For 
some people, the impacts on 
the Trust mandate was the key 
concern. I suspect for others, 
the tax impacts alone were the 
decisive factor.

Investigating (and rejecting) incorporation
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Thousands of Gulf Islanders were left 
without power as a wind storm helped blow 
in the new year. 

Islanders of all ages and backgrounds took 
to the streets of Ganges in February, join-
ing millions of people around the world to 
protest a looming American-led war against 
Iraq. Organizers of the Salt Spring peace 
rally seemed stunned by the horde of people 
— estimated at 1,000 — who marched in a 
traffi c-halting swarm around town.

A fl edgling fl ag and a newly minted con-
tract marked the beginning of a new chapter 
for B.C. Ferries in April. The new privately 
owned B.C Ferry Services Incorporated took 
over the formerly government-run operation.

Some 176  people took part in a Ssplash 
fundraising running event in May, competing 
in either a half-marathon or a 10-kilometre 
event, and raising between $3,000 and $4,000.

Gulf Islands Secondary School was lauded 
as one of the top schools in the province, 
receiving a 15th-place fi nish in the Fraser 
Institute’s annual Report Card on British 
Columbia’s Secondary Schools in March.

Island-raised fi rst baseman Brandon Kaye 
was headed for major league baseball after 
signing a contract with the San Diego Padres 
in June.

Salt Spring lost a devoted family man, a 
creative character and a fun-loving friend when 
39-year-old Russell “Rusty” Collins died in a 
motor vehicle accident on Mount Tuam in July. 

In September, Channel Ridge Proper-
ties Ltd. unveiled its plans to proceed with 
a $170-million residential and commercial 
development following the outline for a 
Channel Ridge village in the Salt Spring offi -
cial community plan. 

Revealing fashions were getting a closer 
look from students, staff and parents at GISS 
as the community examined its current dress 
code in response to concerns in October.

Salt Spring’s October rainfall record and 
the “continuous rainfall record” were broken 
following a major deluge. But the island was 
relatively unscathed in the storm that caused 
at least two deaths, 800 evacuations and 
incurred millions of dollars in fl ooding dam-
age province-wide. 

In November, after years of carefully guarded 
privacy, rock legend and Salt Spring resident 
Randy Bachman announced support for 
Ssplash by offering to perform in two benefi t 
concerts set for February. Show tickets sold out 
so fast that Bachman later added a third.

Salt Spring Islanders moved into panic 
mode, buying up gas and groceries, as a 
dispute between the B.C. Ferry and Marine 
Workers Union and B.C. Ferry Services led to 
a shut-down of the ferry system. In total, fer-
ries did not run for about 48 hours in Decem-
ber. The Driftwood published a special ferry 
strike issue. 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

One hundred and 

seventy-six runners 

from all around the 

region gathered 

to compete in the 

island’s fi rst half-

marathon and 10-

kilometre running 

events as part of a 

Salt Spring Pool As-

sociation (Ssplash) 

fundraiser for an 

indoor pool. Orga-

nizers estimated the 

event raised over 

$3,000 and it helped 

put a spotlight on 

the sport of running 

for youth and adults 

alike.

Wendy Shea, LMHF president, accepts Gordon Ford’s OK Tire 

contest winnings for the hospital fund. The Lady Minto Hospital 

Foundation beat its fundraising goal after an anonymous donor 

gave $75,000. Within months of launching a campaign to raise 

$650,000 towards construction of a new operating room suite 

and palliative care suite, the foundation hit its goal. The $75,000 

donation pushed the total over the $700,000 mark.

Local
dollars
hit SSI

E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
“celebrities,” includ-
i n g  D a v i d  Su z u k i , 
Robert Bateman and 
federal Environment 
Minister David Ander-
son, spoke at a gala 
event at ArtSpring as 
the Salt Spring Island 
Monetary Foundation 
launched its new bills 
in January of 2003.

A photo of island pioneer Kimiko Okana Murakami graces the front of the $100 bill, left, while Robert Bate-

man’s painting of Mount Maxwell is on the back. At right, the $50 bill features Fulford settlers Ted Akerman 

and Ellen Gyves Akerman, and Carol Evans’ watercolour called “Feeding the Swans” on the other side.
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Happy 50th Anniversary to The Gulf Islands Driftwood
Congratulations to our friends and former 

colleagues at The Driftwood, one of Canada’s 
best newspapers.

And congratulations to the Richards family 
on this milestone event.

You have created an atmosphere of 
responsibility and creativity for your staff 
and allowed them the perfect environment 
to tell the stories of the people and the places 
of the Gulf Islands.

Penny Sakamoto
Publisher, 2004 - 2 0 07

The Driftwood remains one of this country’s 
most interesting reads, in ink or online. 
I’ve thought so ever since I started reading 
The Driftwood some three decades ago. 

My husband Ken and I thank you for 
our years on Salt Spring and our many fond 
memories. Congratulations Tony, Peter, and 
wonderful crew.

20042004 | 50 YEARS OF COMMUNITY

TOP STORIES

Mahon Hall received a welcome 100th birth-
day present with news in February that the Gulf 
Islands Community Arts Council would receive 
$250,000 in Shaw Family Legacy funds to help 
pay for Mahon Hall restoration. However, the 
money was soon locked up in a Law Society of 
B.C. action involving Salt Spring lawyer Jonathan 
Oldroyd, who, it was ultimately discovered, had 
misdirected more than $4 million in trust funds 
from 14 estates, individuals and companies. 
Oldroyd resigned from the Law Society in April 
pending an investigation.

Salt Spring lost a well-loved, “larger than 
life” islander when Gene Bellavance died in a 
fl oatplane crash near Thetis Island in May. The 
plane crashed as Bellavance fl ew photographer 
Mary Steernburg over the Ladysmith Regatta. 
Rescuers got Steernburg out of the plane; she 
was taken to Chemainus hospital in critical 
condition but survived the ordeal.

Skateboard enthusiasts got a huge boost from 
the Lions Club, which donated $100,000 for con-
struction of a new skatepark on Salt Spring.

Islanders drew major talent and interna-
tional attention about the Crofton pulp mill by 
organizing a benefi t concert featuring Randy 
Bachman, Tal Bachman, Neil Young and the 
Barenaked Ladies. The Clean Air Concert was set 
for Sept. 17 at the Cowichan Centre. The event 
sold out a few days after tickets went on sale.

Freedom Camp squatters, who set up an 
encampment at Drummond Park beach in 
May,  generated complaints and a backlash from 
some islanders. The camp was dismantled after 
storms arrived in October. 

The Ganges branch of the Bank of Montreal 
was robbed in June after an armed, masked 
man jumped behind the customer service 
line, pulled open cash drawers and stole about 
$6,000. Police said he appeared to be carrying 
a rifl e. The man then fl ed the bank by the back 
entrance.

Resistance to a four-day school week, intro-
duced in September, persisted as the Keep Five 
Alive Coalition of parents, teachers, students 
and workers planned a public demonstration in 
front of the school board offi ce, coinciding with 
the fi rst day of school.

A Canadian Survivor competition that went 
wrong and saw 25 people rescued off a Mount 
Washington trail in September was completed 
by Salt Spring resident Fiona Foster, who over-
came the odds and persevered through to the 
fi nish line.

Continuing opposition to the installation 
of a cell-phone repeater on the Ganges fi re-
hall tower came in loud and clear at a fall fi re 
protection district meeting when trustees were 
presented with a petition signed by over 1,000 
individuals.

Salt Spring Islanders took the plunge for an 
indoor pool with 67.58 per cent voting to borrow 
$4.212 million for a facility on Rainbow Road in 
a November referendum. Some 46.8 per cent of 
the island’s 7,535 registered voters showed up at 
the polls, with 2,358 votes in favour of the refer-
endum question and 1,131 opposed.

24 HOURS, ONE ISLAND, 6 PHOTOGRAPHERS
In 2004, when A Day in the Life of Salt 

Spring Island was fi rst printed as a special 
supplement in the July 28 issue, the Drift-
wood did not anticipate the idea would 
end up being an award-winner. Nor did 
we predict readers would eagerly await its 
return every year from then on.

Armed with cameras, keen eyes and 
lists of activities, photographers Ken 
Sakamoto, John Cameron, Derrick Lundy, 
Mitchell Sherrin, Peter McCully and Jen-

nifer McFee set out on June 29, 2004 to 
document all aspects of island life. The 
images they returned with would set the 
stage for excellence in the years to come. 

A Day in the Life won first place in 
the Driftwood’s circulation category for 
photo essay in 2005, 2006 and 2007 in 
the Canadian Community Newspaper 
Association’s Better Newspapers Com-
petition, and it also took fi rst and second 
place in various categories at B.C. and 

Yukon Community Newspaper Associa-
tion awards over the years. 

While Driftwood photographer Der-
rick Lundy and regular contributor John 
Cameron have participated in each one 
since, the rest of the cast has changed.

In a Day in the Life, the ordinary 
becomes extraordinary through the lens-
es of local photographers who are poised 
to capture the spirit of the place they call 
home.

6:30 am: Salt Spring Stingrays swim team in the pool 

for a practice session. Photo by Ken Sakamoto.

5:25 am: Bruce Dow, co-owner of Embe Bakery, removes 

freshly baked bread from the oven. Photo by Ken Sakamoto.

Early afternoon: Middle school students wave their report cards 

kicking off  their summer holidays. Photo by John Cameron.

5:30 pm: Art Pilon takes aim during a snooker game at 

the Legion. Photo by Mitchell Sherrin. 

12:45 pm: Aidon Morris carries pipes at a Ganges construction 

site. Photo by Derrick Lundy.
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Congratulations to the 
Driftwood on 50 years!

We are also a family business...

Full Scale Excavating
 (the Jory Family)

www.fullscaleexcavating.com
250.537.7320

serving Salt Spring since 1993

May 28, 2005

Drew, Erin, Kai and Nicole
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Locals were left freezing in the dark during 
a January snow blizzard that ravaged Salt 
Spring and left thousands without power 
— sometimes for several days. The storm 
spurred the opening of Salt Spring’s emer-
gency centre, which galvanized volunteers 
to help stranded people get groceries and 
medicine. Some 6,800 homes and businesses 
lost power during the blizzard, in which 54 
centimetres (21 inches) of snow fell on the 
island in a three-day period.

Five Salt Spring homes were evacuated 
over fears of local mudslides following a fatal 
slide in North Vancouver the week before. 
Heavy rainfall soaked melting snow packs, 
forcing the evacuation of three homes on the 
Devine Drive cul-de-sac. A Tripp Road house 
was hit by a mudslide that piled some four 
feet of debris along one wall; and a voluntary 
evacuation also occurred at a Walker Hook 
residence.

Stan Lam was set to retire at the end of 
March from his position behind the coun-
ter at Harbour Food Market, where he had 
become an island icon after 22 years as owner 
of the business.

Planning for Salt Spring’s indoor pool 
dove into the fast lane in March with approval 
for a $2-million infrastructure grant, conceiv-
ably allowing PARC to reduce property own-
ers’ debt load for the $4.5 million project on 
Rainbow Road.

Continued frustration over an allegedly 
illegal gravel pit operation prompted Stewart 
Road Residents Association members to cre-
ate a human roadblock aimed at preventing 
gravel trucks from accessing the property.

One of the island’s most cherished peaks — 
Mount Erskine — was offered for sale to the 
Salt Spring Island Conservancy by its long-
time owner, sparking a fundraising campaign 
that needed to raise $650,000. An anonymous 
donation of $60,000 made in April gave the 
campaign an early boost and the fi nal chunk 
($125,000) came from the Nature Conservan-
cy of Canada in late July.

• Stewart Road drivers prepared to fi nd an 
alternate route as a 10-year plan to upgrade the 
mid-island road, including paving of the remain-
ing gravel portion, got underway in April.

• A battle to stop PARC from purchasing 
a fabric-covered indoor tennis facility for 
Portlock Park was kicked off in August when 
islander and professional tennis coach Mike 
Best questioned the process PARC and the 
CRD used to get bids for the project.

• Islanders rallied around Salt Spring resident 
Josip Budimcic after he was branded a “war 
criminal” in a front-page story in the Victoria 
Times Colonist on Nov. 1. Budimcic was unable 
to speak in his own defence before he consulted 
with his lawyer after accusations were made 
public that he’d tortured and executed prison-
ers during the war in the former Yugoslavia in 
1991. He submitted a written statement to the 
Driftwood the following week, outlining the 
circumstances around the “false accusations.”

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Fritz the Cinema Cat made headlines when he was taken from his home at Cinema Central by a woman 

from Richmond who feared for his safety at the busy Central intersection. The cat was returned the follow-

ing day amid a huge community outcry. 

Q&A with The 

Fritz Cinema 

owner and 

Fritz the cat’s 

companion 

Michael Levy 

Q. How did Fritz 
become the famous 
Fritz cinema cat?  

A .  Pa m  B u d d e n 
grabbed the plastic 
bag stuck on his butt 
and started feeding 
him regularly when-
ever she came to work 
at the cinema. Cathie 
Newman fed him and 
looked out for him for 
years. Geoff Levy built 
him his famous “pala-
tial” house with his 
name on it and then 
people knew what to 
call him. Louise Nye 
wrote two  books about 
h i m .  A r t h u r  Bl a c k 
wrote and spoke about 
him — regularly! TV 
news provided nation-
al coverage during his 
“cat-napping.” Stuart 
McLean told a story 
about him on his radio 
show and I named the 
cinema after him in 
2006,= immortalizing 
him. All of which helped 
create the urban legend 
known as Fritz the Cin-
ema Cat.

Q. How did movie-
goers respond to him? 

A .  T h e y  l o v e d 
him! People would 
come to any movie just 
to get a chance to see 
him. He was very, very 
good around kids, espe-
cially at Halloween.

Q. What were the top 
three quirks islanders 
will remember most 
about him?

A. Choosing a par-
ticular lap to sit on 
during a film; only let-
ting me, Pam or Cathie 
pick him up; sitting 
on top of the phone 
booth watching traffic 
go by at Central.

Q. What are some 
fond memories of him?

A. Him running to my 
car to greet me every 
time I came to work. I 
still look for him every 
time! And watching him 
saunter down the aisle 
looking for an appro-
priate lap; we could see 
what he was up to but 
the audience couldn’t 
because they were so 
focused on the fi lm.

1996: Born 
1998: Ran away from his origi-

nal home near Fort Street
1998-2000: The wandering 

years; Fritz’ walkabout
2000: Took up residency at 

Central Hall
2005: Cat-napped by off-is-

lander, returned the following 
day after community outcry

2006: Cinema named in his 
honour 

2007: Hit by a car in front of 
the theatre, rushed to veterinar-
ian Malcolm Bond, but was dead 
on arrival. He died from internal 

injuries on Feb. 21. Well-wishers 
placed fl owers and notes in front 
of the theatre within hours of his 
death. 

A well-attended memorial at 
Central Hall featured a song fi d-
dler Jaime (Zav) RT wrote in his 
honour.

Same-sex couple ties the knot on SSI
Local business owners John Dolman and Tim 

O’Connor were legally married on Christmas Eve, 

2005, six months after the Civil Marriage Act (Bill 

C-38) allowing legal recognition of same-sex 

couples was passed. 

The owners of Island Star Video (and now also of T.J. 

Beans) had been together for 17 years before they 

offi  cially tied the knot. A Dec. 28 Driftwood news 

story explains how the men were given a “kick in 

the pants” to marry before the federal election re-

sults were fi nalized in case Stephen Harper and the 

Conservative Party came into power and changed 

the law:

The following is an excerpt from a Dec. 28, 2005 
story by Driftwood reporter Sean McIntyre:

Regardless of whether you lived in the city or the 
country, Tim explained, life was very different for 
gay men and women 20 years ago. 

But despite the passing of Bill C-38 last summer 
— which gave legal recognition to gay marriage 
— they never really felt the need to take the leap 
until the federal election campaign got underway 
in November. 

Setting off a preliminary salvo in the election 
battle, Conservative leader Stephen Harper took 
little time to raise the same-sex marriage issue, 
saying he would ensure a free vote on same-sex 
marriage in Parliament. Offering a free vote on 
the issue would, he said, allow MPs to vote with 

The life of a theatre cat

their conscience, unbound by their party’s offi cial 
position. He believed same-sex couples should be 
recognized through civil unions only and prom-
ised to preserve those legal marriages already held 
in Canada.

Following legislation in Holland, Belgium and 
Spain, Canada became the fourth country to legal-
ize same sex marriage after Parliament passed Bill 
C-38 by a vote of 188 to 133 last summer.

Well-known community members Tim O’Connor, 

left, and John Dolman decided to get married 

while they could still legally do so in Canada.



The following is an excerpt 
from a July 12, 2006 story.

Life at Ganges Marina has 
floated from tragic to absurd 
since the wooden barge support-
ing the facility’s reception desk 
and gift shop sank to the bottom 
of Ganges Harbour last week. 

Buoyed by news the tragedy 
had not resulted in any dan-
gerous spills, and after work-
ing through the weekend to 
salvage what they could from 
the structure and fi nd a way 
to lift it from the sea floor, 
employees were treated to an 
unusual surprise as hundreds 
of small wooden toys stored in 
the marina building escaped 

from the structure and landed 
on the shoreline of Ganges 
Harbour Monday afternoon.

“We have an entirely differ-
ent kind of spill on our hands,” 
said Ian Mott, the marina’s 

communication manager, in 
an interview from the site on 
Monday afternoon. “We’ve

got toys fl oating all over the 
place and spread out through-
out the harbour.”

“The entire harbour is pep-
pered with these little toys and 
this has turned into a beach-
comber’s bonanza.”

The incident saw lucky 
onlookers patrolling the shore-
line for a chance to salvage one 
of the palm-sized wooden toy 
birds that were being stored in 
the fl oat camp.

One lucky group of skate-
boarders plucked more than 
50 toys from the area.
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The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Commit-
tee approved the Channel Ridge development 
permit at a February meeting, giving the nod 
to construction of 327 residential units and 
3,068 square metres of commercial and com-
munity facilities. The fi rst phase would include 
construction of 118 units.

Salt Spring’s fi rst offi cial pothole count on 
Feb. 18 tallied over 5,000 potholes — in just 39 
per cent of island roads.

In February, following a public outcry over 
near misses at a crosswalk at the intersec-
tion of Rainbow and Lower Ganges roads, the 
Ministry of Transportation agreed to lower the 
speed limit, increase signage and remove the 
two stalls where parked cars reduced visibility.

Twenty-eight people on Salt Spring respond-
ed to a survey in February describing them-
selves as “homeless” while an additional 42 
said they lived in sub-standard housing such as 
a tent or car.

Thanks to a generous donation by property 
owner Chris Hatfi eld in March and funds from 
the provincial government, Ruckle Park would 
acquire an additional 100 acres of forest, 
farmland and foreshore. The area known as 
Cusheon Cove borders Ruckle Park and had 
been owned by Hatfi eld for the past 20 years.

BC Ferries crews and ferry travellers were 
shocked by the sinking of the Queen of the 
North when it struck Gil Island during a routine 
sailing between Prince Rupert and Port Hardy 
on March 22. Two people died in the event.

As of May, Lady Minto Hospital would 
receive a $1-million upgrade with work in the 
pharmacy area and heat and ventilation sys-
tems expected to begin by the end of the year.

A summer labour shortage on Salt Spring 
had employers concerned. Restaurant owner 
Barry Kazakoff said he could hire between eight 
and 10 full-time staff immediately, but could 
not fi nd anyone to fi ll the positions. He had 
even posted a $300 recruiting reward.

A Victoria pilot was “lucky to be alive” after 
his ultra-light fl oat plane crashed into St. Mary 
Lake in October.

Some 30 islanders staged a protest in Octo-
ber to highlight pedestrian safety concerns for 
seniors at the crosswalk of Lower Ganges Road 
and Park Drive near Ganges Village Market.

A 19-year-old Salt Spring man was charged 
with armed robbery after he entered the Gan-
ges branch of the Island Savings Credit Union 
armed with a machete and garden implement 
and made off with $20,000. In March of 2008, 
Koby Trociuk was sentenced to several months 
of house arrest.

In December, PARC scrapped a plan to build 
a two-court, fabric-covered tennis facility at 
Rainbow Road, citing the project as too expen-
sive. Projected cost came in at $1.1 million, as 
opposed to the $650,000 budgeted. PARC had 
looked at a Rainbow Road site after it realized a 
height variance would be required to place the 
structure at its fi rst choice, Portlock Park. 

A Garner Road resident was 
forced to fi nd new homes for her 
prize-winning roosters when 
CRD bylaw enforcement offi cers 
issued her a $100 noise violation 
ticket for failing to silence her 
birds’ controversial crows.

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Elizabeth Cooper spent 
most of last week seeking 
alternate arrangements for 25 
of her prize-winning roosters 
after bylaw enforcement offi-
cers from the Capital Regional 
District (CRD) issued her a $100 
noise violation ticket for failing 
to silence her birds’ controver-
sial crow.

“This has been a big deal 
for her,” said Benjamin Coo-
per, speaking on behalf of his 
wife who remains in Kamloops 
where she has arranged to house 
the birds on her sister’s property. 
“My wife is not taking this well. 
Our whole life has been upset 
because of one person’s com-
plaints.”

Despite the roosters’ forced 
relocation, Cooper said, he is 

somewhat relieved to fi nally see 
a resolution to what has become 
an exhausting feud, hatched 
earlier this spring when a neigh-
bour complained the roosters’ 
crow disturbed her sleep and 
ruined her and her family’s qual-
ity of life.

“I’ve had my fill of all this,” 
said Cooper. “Either everyone 
can leave us alone to raise these 
birds or we can get rid of them 
once and for all.”

Cooper said his wife still has 
several dozen hens and eight 
young Japanese Bantams, but 
cannot see how she will be able 
to continue raising what he con-
siders some of the most unique 
birds found in the province.

For now, the remaining birds 
will be raised on the couple’s 
fi ve-acre Garner Road property 
until they are fully grown.

Following a meeting with 
her neighbour and CRD bylaw 
enforcement officers in late-
May, Cooper attempted to 
silence her birds by adding insu-
lation to her four chicken coops, 
covering windows and mov-
ing one of the noisier buildings 

farther from the property line. 
Despite her best efforts, addi-
tional complaints forced the 
CRD to issue the ticket.

For the time being, neighbour 
Lucille Lamarche remains con-
tent something has fi nally been 
done after dealing with the birds 
since building her home across 
the road nearly fi ve years ago.

For the past three weeks, 
Lamarche has devoted herself 
to documenting every time she 
hears a rooster crow. Recently, 
she said, the roosters have start-
ed to crow as early as 3:30 a.m. 

“This has just been such 
a painful thing for me,” said 
Lamarche, adding she’s had to 
take time off from her landscap-
ing business to cope with stress 
suffered during the ordeal.

“I hope the farmers realize 
I don’t have anything against 
farming. Basically, it was

like being tortured.” According 
to Section 26 of the CRD’s Ani-
mal Regulation and Impound-
ing Bylaw No. 1, no person 
may keep any animal “which 
disturbs or tends to disturb the 
quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, 

comfort or convenience of the 
neighbourhood in which the 
animal is kept.”

According to bylaw enforce-
ment officer Don Brown it is 
always unfortunate when neigh-
bourhood disputes cannot be 
resolved amicably.

“We can’t ticket someone for 
roosters who crow after sunrise. 
That’s just what roosters do,” 
said Don Brown. “When roost-
ers start crowing before it’s light 
outside and people complain, 
then we’ve got to get involved.”

He added CRD inspectors 
would check up on the Cooper 
residence to ensure the couple 
complies with the CRD order to 
remove the birds.

“If everything is in order, we 
will withdraw the ticket and that 
will be the end of the story.”

According to Brown, similar 
disputes pitting neighbours 
against one another are on the 
rise where increased density has 
brought people within closer 
proximity.

“It’s kind of sad,” he said. “This 
is one of those cases where the 
urban begins and the rural ends.”

Garner Road roosters sing their fi nal crow

PHOTO DERRICK LUNDY

Communications manager Ian Mott and Jan 

O’Gorman on site at the Ganges Marina fl oathouse, 

which contained the facility’s reception desk and 

gift shop, after it sank on July 6, sending hundreds 

of wooden toys stored in the building out into the 

bay. The fl oating structure had been a subject of 

controversy on the island since it arrived in 2002. 

In May 2006 the Islands Trust ordered its removal 

by the end of July, but it didn’t actually leave until 

2009. It was bought by the Point Roberts Marina 

Resort. 

Float camp sinks; toys bob in Ganges Harbour

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

With fl oat camp toys, from left, Danica Lundy, Ben Desrosiers, 

Caz Johnston, Walker Tottman and Orion Dawn-Prince. 
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The “Inn” Place
for all these years, 

from the Ship’s Inn to Rita’s Inn 
to the Tide’s Inn.

And today...The Salt Spring Inn 
est. 2006

250-537-9339  www.saltspringinn.com

est. 2006

250-537-9339 www.saltspringiiiiinn.com250 5
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Owners of the Kings Lane bowling alley 
property accepted a $1.1 million purchase offer 
from the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection Dis-
trict. The fi re district announced it would seek 
approval for $5 million for the new fi rehall on 
the property through a counter-petition process. 
The plan was scrapped amid community con-
troversy. 

In January, the library also announced pre-
liminary fi nancial plans for a new $6.85-million 
library on McPhillips Avenue.

Dot-com success story John Lefebvre, who 
moved to Salt Spring and vowed to resurrect 
the Vesuvius Pub, was arrested in January and 
charged under the Unlawful Internet Gambling 
Enforcement Act. He was later released after 
posting bail $5 million.

Pilot St. Clair McColl and passengers Mary 
Paul and Jonathan Yardley were hailed as 
heroes in March after rescuing a father and son 
from the Strait of Georgia, where their 16-foot 
aluminum boat had overturned. In 2008 the 
three received awards from the Lifesaving Soci-
ety of B.C.

High-profi le environmental activist Bri-
ony Penn stunned political junkies across the 
country when she announced plans to seek the 
Liberal nomination for the federal Saanich-Gulf 
Islands riding.

A March gathering of more than 50 Ganges 
business owners and concerned citizens vowed 
to reclaim cafes, parks and sidewalks in the 
downtown core before criminal activity spiralled 
further out of control.

Two prospective radio stations applied to the 
Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommuni-
cations Commission for broadcasting rights on 
Salt Spring. In October, the licence was awarded 
to Salt Spring Radio Corp. fi led by Richard Moses 
and Gary Brooks.

In September, a CRD-commissioned study 
by KPMG Advisory Services found PARC had 
lost $238,254 on a failed indoor tennis struc-
ture project initiated in 2005, and spent $60,000 
defending a related court action. 

Joe “Somebody” Budimcic’s refugee status 
hearing was held in December. Islanders ral-
lied behind him, with a huge demonstration in 
October. But the island handyman, convicted 
in absentia for war crimes by a Croatian court, 
would have to wait another year for the results 
of the hearing, which ultimately dismissed the 
allegations and secured his future in Canada. 

Greenwoods nurse Katherine Chorney was 
killed in a two-car collision on North End Road 
in October. A Campbell River man was charged 
with several offences following the accident, 
including impaired driving causing death. 

RCMP were investigating a murder-suicide 
in Fulford after a tradesman found the bodies 
of David Denovan, 63, and Nancy Denovan, 75, 
in the bedroom of their home on Morningside 
Drive in November.

Mouat’s Trading Co. celebrated its 100th 
birthday.

Firefi ghters from Pender, Mayne and Galiano 
islands came to assist local fi re crews, along with 
the B.C. Forest Service and the Maracaibo neigh-
bourhood group who volunteered to help, when 
the Salt Spring Village Resort lodge burst into 
fl ames on July 9.

An emergency evacuation centre set up at Com-
munity Gospel Chapel received evacuees from 20 
residences surrounding the resort property. 

The incident highlighted the low number of 
local volunteer fi refi ghter numbers at the time; 
there were 29, but fi re trustee Mark Wyatt said they 
should have had 50. Only two fi refi ghters suffered 
injuries over more than 10 hours of work.

The resort was still in construction phase when 
it caught fire. It was another bump in the road 
for developer Tuan Development Inc., which had 
applied for and received long-term creditor pro-
tection in early June. 

After the fl ames were doused, all that remained 
of the main lodge was its elevator shaft. The com-
pleted fi rst phase of the project was valued at $54 
million. 

Cause of the fire was never determined. The 
development again went into receivership.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Salt Spring volunteer fi refi ghter Brian Hartley communicates via radio while 

attacking a devastating Monday night blaze at Salt Spring Island Village Resort. 

This photo (which ran in colour) won best spot news photo in Canada for its 

circulation category at the national newspaper awards.

Up in fl ames: Salt Spring Village Resort

RANTS and Roses

Heaps of fl ours to Bruce the baker at Thrifty’s, 
who showed off his culinary arts when I asked 
him where on Salt Spring I could get a “chal-
lah,” the traditional Friday night bread. At that 
very moment, Bruce rolled out four thin dough 
“snakes” and braided them into the challah-style 
shape. All I had to do was bake it when I got home. 
All the family agreed it was one of the best we ever 
had.  HB

A heartfelt bunch of Canuck-coloured roses to 
the kind soul who generously fi xed the hockey nets 
at Portlock Park following their recent near-death 
experience! Those of us who play pick-up ball 
hockey on Sunday mornings truly appreciate your 
community spirit.  Go Canucks Go.

Thirty huge roses for Jim Proctor on the Ful-
ford ferry on Saturday, April 21 who helped our 
son and daughter make their connecting ferry 
to Tsawwassen by giving them $30 to replace 
the $40 they had lost minutes before. In return 
for your generosity we understand you locked 
your keys in your car when you got out to give 
them money. We’re so sorry. We’d like to pay you 
the money back. Thank you so much. G&K Bel-
lavance

Huge thanks to the Lady Minto Thrift Store for 
allowing us to buy some toys for our antsy two-
year-old on Monday when they were closed. You 
saved us a lot of fussing. Richard and Phyllis

Roses for all the kind people who stopped to 
help me when I fell off my bike on North End Road 
August 14. Special mention to Carol of Thimble 
Farms for delivering me to the hospital and to 
Hans who delivered my bike home. Bouquets to 
my friend Andrea and for the kindness of friends 
and neighbours. Barbara

Roses show how islanders 
help out islanders

PHOTO: DERRICK LUNDY

Dukes Road looked like it had been rocked by an earthquake after fl owing 

waters broke apart the asphalt on Monday, Dec. 3.

Weather woes = road woes
Salt Springers saw their winter wonderland turn to mush as soaring tem-

peratures and heavy rain contributed to widespread flooding across the 
island. 

Drainage ditches overfl owed onto roadways from Isabella Point to Sunset 
Drive, and residents were left scurrying to save their belongings and busi-
nesses as water began to rise on Sunday night, after more than 24 hours of 
snowfall turned into heavy rain. 

Kept safe
A big thank you to all firemen, 

police and all the volunteers who 
helped keep us safe on Monday night 
when a huge fi re broke out at Bullock 
Lake, where one of the huge struc-
tures burned down.

I especially thank the neighbours 
who came around and checked on 
us as one of us is somewhat disabled 

and we were very worried because the 
huge cinders were coming down all 
around us. The sky was full of burning 
pieces. My neighbour had three fi res 
burning in her yard. Volunteers were 
helping by driving all around Cedar 
Lane and Mansell Road to keep us 
safe and spot any new fi res. Thanks, 
friends and neighbours.
JIM AND DOLORES BIRD,
M  A  N  S  E  L  L   R  O  A  D

MORELETTERS
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Congratulations Driftwood
Congratulations to the Driftwood on being an outstanding community newspaper for half a century! We appreciate your past 

and ongoing support and promotion of leisure facilities and activities on Salt Spring Island. Keep on swimming!

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

T: 250-537-1402
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Seven-year-old Jasmin Wilson was met at 
the Long Harbour ferry terminal by a huge 
welcoming crowd in January as she returned 
from a long stay at B.C. Children’s Hospital in 
Vancouver. Diagnosed with Compartment Syn-
drome, Jasmin and her family were the focus of 
numerous fundraising efforts on the island.

An April referendum saw islanders turn 
down a proposal to purchase land for a new 
fi re hall at 300 Upper Ganges Road.

Islanders for Self-Government announced 
in May it was seeking three candidates to run 
on pro-incorporation study platforms.

In June, of the 55 cases of pertussis (whoop-
ing cough) reported in the Capital Regional 
District, 25 were on Salt Spring. Health authori-
ties urged parents to have their children immu-
nized against the disease.

Tupperware bins of snakes were removed 
from shelves in a Rainbow Road area home, 
making national news in June. Forty-one 
snakes were found crammed into plastic 
containers. Charges were pending under the 
Cruelty to Animals Act.

Beginning Aug. 1, ferry riders would face a 
10 to 17.6 per cent fuel surcharge on all ferry 
routes. For those not using the Experience Card 
discount, the cost of the Fulford to Swartz Bay 
route would jump from $37.70 for a round trip 
to $42.45.

Salt Spring’s Blain Pharis was mauled by a 
black bear in Port Renfrew in September. The 
bear swam from a dock and boarded the boat 
Pharis was on before attacking him. A group of 
bystanders attacked the bear with a fi shing gaff, 
hammer and pocket knife before it fi nally died.

The Islands Trust launched legal action 
against John Quesnel’s Rainbow Road scrap 
metal recycling business in October, saying it 
violated a land use bylaw by using a split-zoned 
rural and agricultural property.

A volunteer-driven environmentally safe 
gypsy moth eradication program on Salt Spring 
was deemed successful by the Ministry of 
Forests and Range when no moths were found 
in traps in 2008. 

Local elections in November returned 
George Ehring to the Islands Trust along 
with newcomer Christine Torgrimson, while 
pro-incrporation candidate Garth Hendren 
narrowly beat out six-year incumbent Gary 
Holman as the island’s director to the CRD. The 
Islands Trust referendum to increase the size 
of local Trust committees failed, while a liquid 
waste referendum passed.

Seniors, medical professionals and con-
cerned citizens packed Central Hall in Decem-
ber for a public meeting focussing on con-
cerns over the future of Lady Minto Hospital. 
LMH’s $3-million, state-of-the-art operating 
room remained closed as VIHA had not yet 
named a new surgeon to replace Dr. Roy Pre-
shaw, who had been forced to retire at the end 
of June when the OR was shut down.

cccc
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Rainbow Road indoor pool 
on the cusp of 
offi  cial opening

“Worth the wait,” says manager Jim Raddysh

GULF I DAY, MAY 14, 2008 | B11

Plunge!Take theTake the

After decades of debate, discussion, surveys and votes, Salt Spring’s fi rst public  

indoor pool opened on May 17, 2008 on a piece of CRD-owned Rainbow Road 

property next to Gulf Islands Secondary School.

The launch of the 
Salt Spring Transit pub-
lic bus system on Jan. 7 
ushered in a new era for 
Salt Spring residents. 
Roughly 125 exuberant 
participants cheered 
and applauded the 
transit system’s highly 
anticipated arrival at a 
two-hour ceremony at 
Meaden Hall. 

In the summer of 
2009, Salt Spring Tran-
sit operator Ineke de 
Jong accepted a Cana-

dian Urban Transit 
Association award for 
the local bus system at 
an ArtSpring event. 

The wheels on the bus . . . 

Will you ride the bus?
LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

16 

 NO YES

48

A performance by the B:C Clettes was the fi rst 

video created by the Driftwood and posted online 

to bclocalnews.com the following day.

The stories of the Gulf Islands are diverse and the 
Driftwood newsroom has multiple ways of sharing 
them with readers. 

But what we call the “reader” has fast become a 
“news consumer.” And the pencil and notepad carried 
in reporters’ pockets has grown into a multipurpose 
tool pack of digital technologies that include audio 
recorders, cell phones, SLR cameras . . . and, after July 
of 2008, a portable video camera.

A new dimension of news coverage hit the Driftwood 
in 2008 with the purchase of a tiny yet cutting-edge Flip 
video recorder. Video became another way for staff 
reporters to tell stories.

The most popular video thus far, with 686 views, was 
Twilight New Moon actor Cameron Bright’s visit to Salt 
Spring in December of 2009, published before the actor 
even left the island that evening. 

With the advent of online news sharing, the ability to 
post video footage has revolutionized the way the Drift-
wood and other media share the news. Videos can be 
published almost immediately, viewers hear the stories 
from the mouths of the newsmakers and the medium 
caters to a new breed of news consumers that experts 
argue is a growing generation with shorter attention 
spans who only want the meat without the fat.

Press play
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The Court of Appeal in British Columbia sided 
with the Islands Trust in January in calling for 
the removal of the infamous “fl oating struc-
ture” moored at Ganges Marina. The issue had 
been before the courts since 2006. It was fi nally 
removed in November 2009.

About 40 people attended the fi rst public ad 
hoc Save Our Surgery Committee meeting in 
January, which passed a motion giving the group 
permission to act on the public’s behalf in future 
communications with the Vancouver Island 
Health Authority.

Longtime Liberal MLA Murray Coell retained 
his seat in the provincial election, but faced 
a tough challenge from NDP candidate Gary 
Holman, a Salt Spring resident and former CRD 
director. 

A dramatic fi re in April destroyed Salt Spring’s 
ambulance station on Kings Lane. Fire investiga-
tors ruled out foul play.

A tow-truck driver pulled an unusual catch 
from St. Mary Lake in June after a man drove his 
luxury sports car into the lake. The driver exited 
the car and made it part-way across the bay via 
paddle boat before being stopped by emergency 
crews.

Salt Spring market vendor Wendy Beatty was 
banned from travelling aboard BC Ferries for six 
months after she experienced a fl ash of frustra-
tion after arriving too late for the Crofton ferry 
and “nudged” a ferry worker blocking access to 
the boat in July. 

The Salt Spring Coffee Company’s applica-
tion to rezone a property at 1501 Fulford-Ganges 
Road and build a coffee processing facility there 
was defeated in August by the island’s local Trust 
committee.

Lorn Nelson was handed a six-month con-
ditional sentence after he pleaded guilty to 
slashing two men outside the Fulford Inn with 
homemade “Freddie Krueger-style gloves.” 

A bid by former children’s entertainer Raffi  
to open a Centre for Child Honouring on Salt 
Spring took a huge step forward in October with 
the donation of the use of a house and 22-acre 
property on Long Harbour Road.

Spectators cheered and waved Canadian fl ags 
on Halloween as the Olympic torch landed in 
Ganges via fl oatplane. 

In November, Salt Springers learned they must 
wait at least two years before the government 
would even consider funding an incorporation 
study and subsequent referendum.

Some 336 islanders rolled up their sleeves for 
an H1N1 vaccination at Salt Spring’s fi rst clinic, 
held Nov. 19 at the Fernwood Elementary School 
gymnasium.

Six people died in December when a Seair 
fl oatplane crashed shortly after takeoff from 
Lyall Harbour on Saturna Island. Only the pilot 
and one passenger survived the crash, which 
occurred at 4:12 p.m. while en route to the Lower 
Mainland.

After the last vote was 
counted on Dec. 5, it wasn’t 
even close.

Salt Spring residents 
voted 78 per cent in favour 
of borrowing the $2.75 mil-
lion needed to build a new 
facility in downtown Gan-
ges.

“I’m very pleased,” said 
Tilly Crawley, library board 
chair. “This is a very clear 
mandate for the library to 
go ahead.

“This is a giant step. If it 
hadn’t passed, we wouldn’t 
know what to do.”

The vote was 1,870 in 
favour and 519 against. 

The decision meant the 
library board could access 
a $4.55-million Building 
Canada Fund approved by 
the federal and provincial 
governments. 

“ I t ’s  a n  e n o r m o u s 
bonus,” said Crawley. “A lot 
of people must have felt 
that they couldn’t let this 

grant go.”
The Dec. 5 vote capped 

more than four and a half 
years of effort by Craw-
ley and her fellow board 
members to move ahead 
with plans for a downtown 
library. A 2005 referendum 
had already approved pur-
chase of the lot next door 
to the current library site 
on McPhillips Avenue so 
the library could remain in 
downtown Ganges.

However, siting of the 
facility continued to be 
contentious, with many 
islanders feeling the CRD’s 
Rainbow Road Pool prop-
erty was a more appropri-
ate spot.  

The l ibrar y  board’s 
immediate priorities were 
to conduct an environ-
mental assessment of the 
site, work out zoning issues 
with the Islands Trust and 
obtain all the necessary 
building permits.

By 2009 the Driftwood 
production depar t-
ment has ever-growing 
options, only a few 
mouse-clicks away, for 
illustrating the news — 
from searchable stock 
photo sites to wielding 
the powers of the mod-
ern graphic designer’s 
magic wand: Photo-
Shop. 

Yet the 2009 Christmas 
issue was a testament to 
the fact that in a world 
of increasing complica-
tion there is sometimes 
no replacement for the 
simple, heart-warming, 
hand-drawn originals of 
local high school students who know better than anyone 
the true colours of a Gulf Islands Christmas. 

Since 1979, Gulf Islands Secondary School art class 
members have provided the cover art for the Driftwood’s 
Christmas edition. Caroline Hamilton, the art teacher at 
the time, initiated the project. It then became a Driftwood-
sponsored contest and an art class lesson in cover design.

At least 50 per cent of students whose art has been fea-
tured on the cover have gone on to Emily Carr Institute 
of Art & Design and other schools to pursue art careers, 
according to a 2006 interview with GISS art teacher Sandra 
Locke.

When the Driftwood won fi rst place for Best Christmas 
Edition at the CCNA Better Newspapers Competition in 
2006, the judge remarked, “And there was something about 
the cover — submitted by a student — that really caught 
my eye.”

Sometimes handmade is simply better. 

“Action, the ball, the faces, the decisive moment. All are part of a 

sports photo. A low or high angle often gives the viewer an unusual 

way of looking at the usual. [In the above photo] the good guys are 

in white, bad guys in black. And the white ‘V’ of the GISS players 

leads the eye into the black area of the net; that’s clearly where the 

ball is going.”

JOHN CAMERON
Freelance photographer

Photo taken Jan. 15, 2009 at the Nairn Howe tournament in the 

dim lighting of the GISS gym. Casey Knight has the ball. (Canon 1D 

MkIII/35mm lens/1/320 sec /f/1.8 /IS0 1600)

SAVE 10% when you pick 
any 6 wines or spirits

SASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
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BEHIND GANGES GAS • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 365 DAYS A YEAR • 250-537-WINE (9463)

THE Local” Liquor StoreTHE Local” Liquor StoreOperated by locals, for  
locals! Are you signed up? ””

Holiday Hours
Closed Dec. 24-Jan. 3

250-537-9736

LOWEST 
MORTGAGE RATES!

Ask Arlene!

Arlene 250-537-4090

The The 
North EndNorth End

FitnessFitness  
Xmas Fit KitXmas Fit Kit

$89.95$89.95

250-537-5217250-537-5217

Only until Jan. 15!

FISH  GRILL  VIEW 

The 

BRUNCH
SAT & SUN 10 am – 4 pm

$125
(incl. GST)

$ 25$$$$$ 2255
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WE’VE COME A LONG WAY...
“We are continually changing 

and committed to o  ering you 
the best selection, the best quality 

and the best service”.
- PAUL LARGE

New Post Offi ce Hours
8 am - 6 pm Daily

ISLANDERS SERVING ISLANDERS SINCE 1984
OPEN DAILY 8AM-9PM

Post Offi ce Hours
8 am - 6 pm Daily

Sometimes we want to have a little fun (and we do)
Over the years, the Driftwood editorial depart-

ment has had a little fun.
For a period of time, staff delighted in making 

“mock” front pages for different islanders, like 
pharmacist Les Ramsey, RCMP officer Gerard 
Choquette, a few fi refi ghters and Driftwood staff. 
The page looks like a Driftwood front, but the sto-
ries — told in an authoritative journalistic voice 
— are all made up and humourous.

While copies of these mock front pages were 

handed out to relevant people, the Driftwood was 
never able to go public with them. So, in 1998, staff 
members were gleeful to discover April Fool’s Day 
landed on a Wednesday.

Amid much chortling, they eagerly created 
mock stories to fi ll pages 1 and 2 of the Driftwood. 
Of course, not everyone realized the stories were 
fake . . . .

Following is a sample of the stories written for 
that April 1, 1998 edition. 

Voracious beetle
returns to island

A beetle with a 70-year hibernation cycle returns 
this spring to threaten island gardens, according 
to Environment Canada.

Known colloquially as the Rip Van Winkle, the 
Dormus Coleoptera is black with gray wings and 
has a greenish abdomen and thorax. It measures 
an average of two centimetres across.

The beetle is found throughout the Gulf Islands 
and is reportedly a voracious eater. In 1928, the 
Ministry of Agriculture received reports of sig-
nifi cant damage to the roots of garden vegetables, 
fl owers and fruit trees.

In order to protect plants, Environment Canada 
is recommending the roots be wrapped in tinfoil 
before planting.

The beetles are also reported to be very fond 
of the fi shnet with which many islanders protect 
their gardens against deer. For this year only, Envi-
ronment Canada suggests replacing the fi shnet 
with electrifi ed wire fences.

A Brinkworthy home is in 
shambles and the owners 
enraged after a group of carous-
ing seniors crashed a quiet party 
Saturday night, overturning 
flower pots, scrambling board 
games and launching a game 
of carpet bowling in the living 
room.

Police are hoping that a set 
of false teeth, discovered in a 
flower bed outside the home, 
will lead to at least one of the 
perpetrators.

In the meantime, homeown-
ers Burt and Edith Alden are 
stunned by the damage which 
they claim will take weeks to 
mop up.

Most devastating to Edith 
Alden is the destruction in 
her kitchen where party-goers 
dumped tea canisters and spice 
containers over counters and on 
the fl oor.

Edith believes at least one 
senior mistook a jar of dried 
mint for a pot stash — she found 
several half-smoked “joints” 
among the rubble.

Other damage included dent-
ed and broken furniture in the 
living room, where a bowling 
ball was let loose with appar-
ent force; tea stains on a couch, 
pastries crushed into the carpet 
and a collection of board games 
dumped in a corner.

Police say one party-goer 
apparently missed the front 
door when he left, smashing a 
side window with a walker.

Missing from the home is a 
set of silver spoons, a deck of 
girlie playing cards and a hand-
knitted tea cosy.

Edith Alden told the Drift-
wood she invited a few friends 
over to play cards, drink tea and 
share a little sherry early Satur-
day evening, after her husband, 
an Old Age Pensioners Organi-
zation (OAPO) delegate, left for a 
provincial meeting.

“We just wanted a quiet eve-
ning with a little girl talk and 
maybe some amaretto in our 
tea,” Edith said. “But I guess the 
word got out.”

Seniors started arriving in 

droves just after 8 p.m.
“At first I thought I could 

handle them — even the carpet 
bowling didn’t seem like such a 
bad idea.”

The party dissipated quickly 
once police arrived just before 
midnight. Several agile seniors 
slipped out through a bedroom 
window; however, one individ-
ual who solicited help to push a 
wheelchair through the opening 
was unsuccessful and apparent-
ly exited via a back door.

Although police have inter-
viewed several Brinkworthy resi-
dents, none appear to be miss-
ing teeth, and no one is point-
ing any fi ngers at who may have 
caused the damage or taken the 
stolen the goods.

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact the Salt Spring 
RCMP detachment.

Meanwhile, the Aldens are left 
with the labourious task of pick-
ing up the pieces of their home 
and wondering if they should 
sell their remaining mint leaves 
to cover the costs.

Carousing seniors trash home

Newspaper price to be $1.50
Some Driftwood readers com-

plained they were given no warning 
the last time the newspaper’s news-
stand and subscription prices went 
up. So publisher Tony Richards is 
giving advance notice of the next 
increase.

That will take place next week when 
the single-copy price rises to $1.50.

Richards said in an interview from 
his vacation home in Mexico that 
readers would be getting a bargain at 
$2, a price he expects to begin charg-
ing some time next year.

Richards spends a lot of time in 
Mexico following his purchase of a 
home near that of former Canadian 
Senator Andrew Thompson.

New RCMP building opens:
drive-through breathalyzer

Traffic snarl-ups have become 
commonplace since the completion 
of the new RCMP building in Ganges. 

The latest occurred Monday when 
fi ve tour buses attempted parking in 
front the building to allow their pas-
sengers a chance to stop and take 
photographs.

But it’s not just visitors who have 
been captivated by the unique design 
and colour scheme of the facility. A 
publishing fi rm has produced a new 
series of full-colour postcards that 
depict the building from different 
angles.

And members of the local painters’ 
guild last week used one of their regu-
lar outings to set up their easels on 
the roadside in front of the building to 
capture its lines on canvas.

The Islands Trust reports that sev-
eral developers have amended devel-
opment plans to introduce some of 
the new building’s special features 
into their own projects.

In other news:
• Local Legion members have 

mixed feelings about their new 
neighbours, Salt Spring RCMP, par-
ticularly since the new drive-through 
breathalyzer opened on the week-
end.

According to one report, an RCMP 
officer spent several hours on the 
corner of Blain Road directing traf-
fic from the Legion into the testing 
facility.

Motorists simply drive up to a 
device, not unlike the ordering ter-
minal at a McDonald’s restaurant. 
Instead of placing a burger order, a 
driver takes a plastic hose from the 
device, blows into it and drives on 
through.

Drivers who are impaired have a 
photo taken before they leave (by 
a camera similar to those used for 
photo radar). The surprise summons 
arrives in the mail about a month 
later.

Even then-columnist Briony Penn got in on the 

April 1 action, drawing a sketch of Halfmoon Island, 

which a Driftwood story claimed had been pur-

chased by the Islands Trust Fund.
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