
SAVE 10% when you pick 
any 6 wines or spirits

SASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
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BEHIND GANGES GAS • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 365 DAYS A YEAR • 250-537-WINE (9463)BEHIND GANGES GAS • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 365 DAYS A YEAR • 250-537-WINE (9463)

THE Local” Liquor StoreTHE Local” Liquor StoreOperated by locals, for  
locals! Are you signed up? ””
OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY (11-6), BOXING DAY (9-11) & SUNDAY (9-11)

Holiday Hours
Closed Dec. 24-Jan. 3

250-537-9736

LOWEST 
MORTGAGE RATES!

Ask Arlene!

Arlene 250-537-4090

The The 
North EndNorth End

FitnessFitness  
Xmas Fit KitXmas Fit Kit

$89.95$89.95

250-537-5217250-537-5217

Only until Jan. 15!

FISH  GRILL  VIEW 

The 

537-5041 

  

 

BRUNCH
SAT & SUN 10 am – 4 pm

pancakes & french toast
eggs benedict & omelets

$125
(incl. GST)

$ 25$$$$$ 2255
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Handmade 

Christmas!Christmas!

GIFTS 
UNDER $10
✓ Lip Balm
✓ Artisan Soaps
✓ Bath Bombs
✓ Loofah Soaps

Have aHave a

Downtown Ganges  250.537.2701
www.saltspringsoapworks.com

ooooooooooooooooooooaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb
oooooooooooooooooaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

aapppppppppppppppppppppssssssssssssssssss
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pppppppppppppppppppppsssssssssssssssssssssss

North End FitnessNorth End Fitness
Xmas Fit KitXmas Fit Kit

Two Full Months MembershipTwo Full Months Membership
Personalized Workout Program Personalized Workout Program 
Body Composition Assessment Body Composition Assessment 

1 Far Infrared Sauna Session 1 Far Infrared Sauna Session 
3 Tanning Sessions 3 Tanning Sessions 

$89.95 250-537-5217$89.95 250-537-5217

FLOAT PLANE SAFETY

Aviation advocate speaks out 
after Saturna Island tragedy
Safety advice 

resurfaces in 

wake of crash 
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Transport Canada’s 
failure to act on rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o 
improve the safety of 
float plane travellers 
may have played a role 
in the deaths of the six 
passengers aboard the 
Seair fl ight that crashed 
near Saturna Island on 

Nov. 29, according to a 
Vancouver Island avia-
tion safety activist.

K i r s t e n  S t e v e n s 
began researching avi-
ation safety following 
the death of her hus-
band in a 2005 float 
plane accident near 
Quadra Island. 

Since the crash, she’s 
read through hun-
dreds of documents, 
attempted to raise 
the issue in the media 
whenever possible and 
formed SafeSkies, an 
organization devoted 
to the promotion or 
airline safety.

It’s a job she’d have 
preferred not to take 
on, but given the star-
tling facts she’s uncov-
ered, she’s not pre-
pared to give up now.

“I learned a lot of 
really scary things,” 
she said.

Among her fi ndings 
are numerous recom-
mendations made by 
Transportation Safety 
Board investigators 
in reports published 
b e t we e n  1 9 9 3  a n d 
2006 that have yet to 
be acted upon.

Recommendations 
include getting pilots 
to brief passengers 
on underwater egress 
measures and requir-
ing more training for 
fl oat plane pilots.

Given the “continu-
ing vulnerability of the 
occupants of seaplanes 
in accidents on the 
water to drowning” and 
that roughly 80 per cent 

of all seaplane accidents 
occur during take-off or 
landings, the TSB fur-
ther recommended that 
all occupants of sea-
planes “wear a personal 
fl otation device during 
the standing, taxiing, 
take-off, and approach 
and landing phases of 
fl ight.”

T h e  r e c o m m e n -
d a t i o n  w a s  m a d e 
in the TSB’s Safety 
Study of Survivabil-
ity in Seaplane Acci-
dents: Report Number 
SA9401.

Not only were these 
recommendation not 
acted upon, but Ste-
vens said, many float 
plane operators had no 
idea the recommenda-
tions were ever made.

She was only able to 
access the information 
herself as a result of a 
Freedom of Informa-
tion request fi led in the 
wake of her husband’s 
death.

Stevens said she’s 
alarmed by the lack 
of transparency when 
it comes to access-
ing information and 
researched collected 
by Transport Canada 
and the TSB.

A spokesperson for 
Transport Canada said 
the federal govern-
ment takes the issue of 
fl oat plane safety very 
seriously and makes 
every effort to cooper-
ate with the Transpor-
tation Safety Board.

Despite the TSB’s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , 

however, float plane 
safety reviews con-
ducted in 2006 and 
2008 “did not identify 
any specific solutions 
that could be clearly 
s h ow n  t o  i m p rove 
float plane safety,” 
said Mélanie Quesnel, 
a spokesperson for 
Transport Canada, in 
an email message.

“The challenge for 
float planes is to find 
t h e  r i g h t  b a l a n c e 
between safety and 
practicality as changes 
on one type of aircraft 
do not  necessar i ly 
improve the safety of 
another type of air-
craft,” she said. 

“The current design 
standards for the air-
craft do not specifi-
cally address passen-
ger escape since the 
majority of fl oat planes 
are land aircraft that 
have floats installed 
after their basic certi-
fi cation.”

The topic of mak-
ing PFDs mandatory 
during take-offs and 

landings, she added, 
can prove problem-
atic given the con-
fined quarters and 
conditions of a typical 
crash.

P e r s o n a l  f l o t a -
tion devices are not 
considered practical 
because a float plane 
will “automatically fl ip 
over when it hits the 
water,” she said. 

“A flotation device 
would limit a passen-
ger’s ability to exit the 
aircraft as the wearer 
would fl oat towards the 
surface of the aircraft 
instead of swimming 
towards the bottom to 
locate the way out.”

Given that the inves-
tigation into the Nov. 
29 Seair crash is ongo-
ing, Stevens said she 
can’t say for certain 
whether recommenda-
tions would have saved 
the lives of any of the 
six people who died in 
the crash.

As was the case in 
the crash that killed 
her husband, many 
incidents receive little 
media attention and 
often aren’t even thor-
oughly investigated by 
the TSB.

“It’s nice to finally 
see some attention on 
this, though it’s unfor-
tunate that it’s only a 
result of more deaths,” 
she said. “I think that 
if the public pressure 
stays on, things can 
be different. Hopefully 
this time something 
will come out of it.”

“I think that if the 

public pressure 

stays on, things 

can be diff erent.” 

KIRSTEN STEVENS
Safety activist

Run your classifi ed ad in the Driftwood til it sells! 
The fi ne print: Your private party (merchandise) classifi ed ad will run the next 
4 insertions of the Driftwood and Driftwood Weekender.  If you need to modify the ad
or run it again, just call us and we'll run it again for another 4 insertions.
Extra lines at 1/2 price.
Please, no more than 3 items in the ad, please call to remove an item but not add one.

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com and bcclassifi ed.com.
Phone: 250-537-9933
Email: classifi ed @gulfi slands.net

Run it til it sells.     $24.99
CALL 

250-537-9933 or 310-3535

OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
PLACE AN AD

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 310-3535 or 250-537-9933

or fax 250-537-2613

By email to classified@gulfislands.net

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 

Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

DEADLINES
WHAT IT COSTS YOUR AD ON-LINE

BOOK YOUR AD  

ON-LINE

GULF ISLANDS

Published WEDNESDAYS

Display deadline: Monday 4 pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 10 am

Published FRIDAYS 

Display deadline: 

Wednesday 10 am

Word ad deadline: 

Wednesday 

4 pm

    GULF ISLANDS

E K E N D E R  w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s . n e t

W E E K E N D E R

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS  

$12.95 - additional lines 92¢ ea 

All ads are posted to BCClassified.com

EMPLOYMENT ADS  

3 line rate $14.96 - additional  

lines 1.25¢ ea 

All ads are posted to  

BCJobNetwork.com and  

BCClassified.com

Payment 

By cash, debit, 

Mastercard or Visa. 

Classifieds are prepaid 

unless you have 

an advertising account.

DISPLAY ADS  

$10.92 per col. inch

All ads booked in the Driftwood  

Classifieds appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Employment ads also listed on line at 

www.bcjobnetwork.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  

www.bcautocentral.com

Over 20,000 on-line ads updated daily

Book your classifieds online  

- open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

or

bcclassified.com

ily
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Post your comments on-line

@ gulfislandsdriftwood.com

IN MEMORIAM

joined the angels in heaven 

on November 25th, 2008.

CARDS OF THANKS

the two gener-

ous strangers I met at Fox-

glove, November 23 will tee 

this note of gratitude in the 

moving of the white Lilac to my 

car. Taking your advise, I 

packed with lots of paper!. 

Thank you. J. Mitchell.

CARDS OF THANKS

CHRISTMAS CORNER

 

  

Metal  driveway gates, 

stone & wood  carvings, 

many things, stone, slate 

pots & unusual fi nds.

COMING EVENTS

 HOUSE

ILSE LEADER

1 X 3

Saturday, December 

12 at Fulford Hall. Free Salsa 

class with Armando @ 7pm. 

$12 advance, $15 at the door. 

For tickets: eljose@telus.net

CARDS OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

4th Annual Christmas Tour

Flowers by Arrangement

&

Stoneridge Pottery

520 Long Harbour Rd

Sat & Sun

Nov 28 & 29

10am-4pm

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS
 is 

open Thursday - Saturday until 

Christmas. New arrivals. Lots 

of items on sale. Reach us at:  

bwgreens@telus.net

 complete calendar of 

coming events check the Drift-

wood Community Calendar, in 

our offi ce in the  Upper     

Ganges Centre, 328 Lower 

Ganges Road, or on our web-

site at www.gulfi slands.net. 

Use the calendar for event 

planning and to make sure 

your date doesn’t confl ict with 

someone else’s.

 27 “A Moun-

tain Year” - slide presentation 

by author Chris Czajkowski on 

a year of her life in BC’s re-

mote Coast Mountains. For 

the SSI Conservancy, Lions 

Hall, 7pm. $5.
 Saltspring 

Parks, AGM, 3:20pm, Wed. 

Dec. 2. CRD Building Inspec-

tion Offi ce. Everyone wel-

come. 653-2335 for info.

 from 

helping other seniors! Inten-

sive (but fun) course coming 

soon for Senior Peer Counse-

lor work. It’s free - just give us 

your time & your energy. Call 

Sharon 537-4607.

Has openings in: 

 8, 9, 10

 8, 9, 10, 

             
      11, 12

Reasonable Rates

250-537-9761

 hand knit-

ted & felted hats. Call Kristin 

250-537-5432  workswith-

wool.com

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

POTTERY SALE 

& CLEARANCE 

at Pat Webber’s Studio.

“Deck the Halls and 

Clear the Decks”

Sat. Dec 5th 

10 am to 4pm

425 Stewart Rd.

 Workshop, 

Sat. Nov. 28, 1 -4pm with 

Anna Haltrecht.   537-5681.

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PREPAID--3X9 JEAN WILLIAMS

3x648.00

KENNETH WILLIAMS 0007

DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PREPAID--2X5.5 GLENN 

MACGREGOR

2x396.00

MARY MACGREGOR 0007

DEATHS

CORE PERSONAL--2X3.5 CORE PERSON-

AL
2x252.00

CORE PERSONAL 0010

CARDS OF THANKS

JAZZ & BLUES SOCIETY--2X2 JAZZ & 

BLUES SOCIETY

2x144.00

ANNUAL GEN MEET 0021

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

Saturday & Sunday

November 28 & 29

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Please join us 

on this special weekend!

StoneRidge Pottery &

Flowers by Arrangement

520 LONG HARBOUR RD.

Gary Cherneff - Pottery & Sculpture

Beth Cherneff - Seasonal Decor

Lisa Cherneff - Glass Jewellery

Martinus Studio
145 SEAVIEW AVE.

Jewellery in Gold & Platinum

Ulrieke Benner - Art you Wear

in Felt and Silk

Salt Spring

Christmas
Tour

The 4th Annual

2 LOCATIONS 

5 ARTISTS

 On November 13th 2009, Ken passed away in 

the Royal Jubilee Hospital, Victoria. He is survived 

by his wife Jean, daughter Jennifer and son Robin, 

sisters-in-law Yolande Williams (Nice, France) 

and Phyllis Kennedy (Hamilton, New Zealand).

Ken was born in Abbey Wood, Kent, England in 

1920. He grew up and was schooled in London 

where as an adolescent he sang in St. James 

choir and became a King Scout.

Ken volunteered for Military Service in 1940 and by the age of 25 had attained the 

rank of Major in the Royal Engineers. Part of the D Day invasion, Ken and the men 

under his command served on the front line constructing airfi elds and reestablishing 

transportation links destroyed by the retreating German army.

After VE Day, Major Williams remained in Northern Germany through 1946 

supervising German prisoners of war and civilians on infrastructure, restoration and 

construction projects. For his dedication and compassion Ken received numerous 

commendations and bronze oak leaves for being Mentioned in Dispatches

Ken trained and attained his Civil Engineering degree in London.  As an Engineer 

with John Mowlem Construction, major projects he was involved in were the London 

Underground Bakerloo line, Battersea Power Station and restoration of the Houses of 

Parliament.

Ken married Jean Walker in 1951. Ken, Jean and three year old Jennifer emigrated to 

Vancouver in 1956. Two years later Robin was born at St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver.  

Ken designed and built their house in West Vancouver where they lived for the 

next 37 years. While in West Van Ken was active in the community youth band and 

scouting.

Well known in the building trades and construction industry, Ken was heavily involved 

with building of British Columbia’s bridges, most notably in Nelson and Revelstoke in 

the 1960’s. An active member of the B.C. Construction Labour Relations Association 

Ken was respected by both management, colleagues and the labour representatives 

at Ironworkers local 97.

Ken’s fi nal projects were the coal loading facilities at Roberts Bank, Tsawwassen 

and in Prince Rupert for Japanese heavy Industry giant Ishikawa Jima Harima.

Retiring in 1986, Ken and Jean spent their time between their houses in the Okanagan 

and West Vancouver, taking the time to travel extensively.

Ken and Jean moved to Salt Spring in 1996 where Ken began his next big project 

designing and building his castle, the house on Arnell Way.

Ken remained fully independent to the end and was often seen in Ganges driving 

his silver smart car. 

Admired and respected, this decorated offi cer, builder, husband and father will be 

deeply missed.

The family wishes to thank Dr. James White, Carol and Sue, Drs. Caroline Stigant, 

Stone and Jenkins and the staff of W3 at Royal Jubilee Hospital.

A memorial service will be held at All Saints By The Sea Anglican church on 

Thursday, November 26th at 2:00 pm with reception to follow immediately after at 130 

Arnell Way. All friends are invited.

In lieu of fl owers donations can be made to Lady Minto Hospital.  

Major Kenneth B. Williams, 

A.M.I.C.E, P.Eng.

Leah Hansel of HEAL Your Body, a division of CORE 

Success Coaching wishes to acknowledge the contributions of the 

following people and businesses for the fi rst annual Health, Wellness & 

Eco-Sustainability Fair, November 20-22, 2009! 

Christopher Roy and Suzanne Little at the Salt Spring Community list and 

website!  Sheila at the Cowichan Valley Voice, Sharon, Gail, Claudia and 

Peter at the Driftwood, Stephanie and Genevieve at the SaltyFishbowl, 

Island Tides, Sandi at The Islands Marketplace, Nicole at Synergy 

Magazine, Laura Sunshine Burki, Daniel Beckley, Rebecca Nygard, Amy 

Haysom, Yvonne Jordan, Lisa Taylor.  

My fantastic and understanding husband, Adam Hildebrandt, my incredibly 

lovely children Summer & Nicholas, and my always helpful and very loving 

parents Gloria and Edgar Hildebrandt.  My fabulous friends, Jeannie 

Vasilakos, Sarah Atkinson, and Pauline Foley who always ensure I am 

well-supported.  Barry at the Island Farmers' Institute, everyone, especially 

Marci and Dave at the Harbour House for their assistance with the GALA 

evening!  

Bob and his team at Apple Photo, Yvonne at Ganges Stationary and Salt 

Spring Books for carrying the tickets for the fair.  Meron and Karen at 

SOLID, who looked after the admissions booth on Saturday morning, and 

Pat & Russ Spencer with the LIONS CLUB who looked after admissions on 

Sunday morning. 

To the presenters!  Dr. Michael Colgan, Jack Rosen, Bruce Grey, Monika 

Nygaard, Jane Barter, Brandon Tallman, Sarah Atkinson, Shaughn Jenson, 

Christin Boyd, OASIS, The Taoist Tai Chi Society, Lyz Snidal, Clifton 

Schooley and Maha Price!  

And to everyone that provided door prizes!  Look for your acknowledgement 

with the notifi cation of winners in next week's paper! 

In Appreciation! Leah

Bring your ideas and enthusiasm. 

There will be refreshments.ur ideasss aa andndnd eeenthusisisiasasasm.mm  

ll be ee rerereffrf eshmhmhmenenents.
Bring you

ThTTEE
Friday November 27, 09 

at 7:30 pm

141 Pine Place 

(off Harrison Ave and 

Booth Canal Rd)A
nnu

al

G
ene

ral

M
eeti

ng

Salt Spring Jazz & Blues Society

NOVEMBER 28 & 29

FROM 11AM - 5PM

INVITATION 

TO MY

D

It is with great sadness we announce that Mary, 

at the age of 95 and after a lengthy illness, passed 

away peacefully at the Saanich Peninsula Hospital.

 

Mary was a loving and devoted wife to her late 

husband Gordon (1914 - 1981).  

She is survived by her sons Robert (Kathy), Bryon, 

Glenn (Dennis) and Alan as well as her brother 

Mike (Jay) and many other members of the 

MacGregor, Kuzma and Syroid families.

 

Mary was well known for her kindness, generosity, 

free spirit and special love of gardening.  She will be 

deeply missed and fondly remembered by many.

 

The family would like to express our deep 

appreciation to Dr. Trottershaw as well as the many 

caregivers and volunteers who were so 

helpful and caring to Mary.

 

A celebration of both Mary and Gordon’s lives will 

be held on December 5, 2009 

from 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Shoal Center, 

10030 Resthaven Drive in Sidney, B.C.

 

In lieu of  owers or donations, 

the family asks you plant a rose in Mary’s memory.

It i ith t d

MARY 

MACGREGOR 

(nee Kuzma)

April 17, 1914 - 

November 7, 2009

see

advice,
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RCMP search 
for tire slasher 

Salt Spring RCMP offi cers 
continue to investigate two 
tire-slashing rampages that 
took place in downtown 
Ganges parking lots.

Eight tires on three vehi-
cles were slashed sometime 
between 7 p.m. Thursday 
evening and 9 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning in a parking 
lot on Rainbow Road across 
from the elementary school. 

Offi cers were called to the 
scene of a similar incident 
in the parking lot in front of 
Thrifty Foods on Saturday, 
Dec. 19. 

Officers attending the 
scene discovered a vehi-
cle with all four of its tires 
slashed.

Individuals with any infor-
mation related to either inci-
dent are asked to contact the 
Salt Spring Island RCMP at 
250-537-5555 or call Crime 
Stoppers 1-800-222-8477.

In other RCMP news:
A Salt Spring Island man 

has been released on bail 
after being charged with the 
traffi cking of cocaine. 

Conditions of 19-year-old 
Trevor Cottrell’s bail forbid 
him from entering Centen-
nial Park or Gasoline Alley. 
He must abide by a curfew 
between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 

and is not allowed to carry 
a cell phone or electronic 
devices.

Cover art and 
stories

This year’s winner of the 
Driftwood cover art contest 
for Gulf Islands Secondary 
School art students is Ali 
Jones. 

Driftwood staff were par-
ticularly impressed by the 
originality of Jones’ artwork 
of birds at a feeder under 
Christmas lights. 

Jones receives a $50 prize 
from the Driftwood. 

Artwork by fi nalists Anika 
Kitka, Matt Beaver, Katie 

Melen and Freddie Dailly 
is also printed on Pages B1 
and B10.

Each year GISS art teach-
er Sandra Locke has her stu-
dents create a cover design 
for the paper’s Christmas 
edition, which also includes 
Driftwood Christmas story 
contest winners. See Page 
B5 for a list of fi rst- and sec-
ond-place story winners, 
whose stories are printed in 
this issue, along with hon-
ourable mentions in each of 
six age categories. 

For the third component 
of the Driftwood’s school-
related Christmas contests, 
the Grade 4-5 class of Stella 
Weinert and Marie Mullen 

was drawn from nine classes 
across Salt Spring that saw 
all students write a story for 
the contest. Those included 
three classes from Fulford 
Elementary, three from Salt 
Spring Centre School, two 
from Salt Spring Elementary 
and one from GISS. Weinert 
and Mullen’s class receives a 
$100 cheque from the Drift-
wood for a charity of their 
choice. 

IMF hosts 
AGM

The Salt Spring Island 
Monetary Foundation will 
hold its annual general 
meeting on Dec. 31 at 10 

a.m. at 2201 - 115 Fulford-
Ganges Road.

On the agenda are the 
approval and acceptance 
of financial statements 
for the year ended Aug. 31 
and the election of Robert 
McGinn, Eric Booth, Donn 
Tarris, Michael Contardi 
and Jesse Gebhard as the 
society’s directors for a one-
year term.

The monetary foundation 
is the organization behind 
the colourful and quirky 
local currency known as the 
Salt Spring Dollar ($$). For 
more information about 
the $$ and the AGM, visit 
the foundation’s website at 
www.saltspringdollars.com.

News briefs

Heads up!
Green Drinks 
Tonight, Tuesday, Dec. 22  
Harbour House Hotel, 5-8 p.m.

ISLANDS TRUST

Near miss with bulk carrier prompts shipping review
Staff  to examine Trust’s options

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A North Pender Island trustee is leading the effort to 
determine how the Islands Trust can minimize the threat 
posed by cargo ships in the waters surrounding the Gulf 
Islands. 

Trustee Derek Masselink said last month’s grounding of 
a freighter on Conconi Reef in Navy Channel is the latest 
in a series of incidents that has encouraged him to take a 
stand.

“We dodged a bullet and that never really got the atten-
tion it should have,” he said.

Masselink said the transferring of gypsum in Plumper 
Sound and the alleged dragging of anchors along the 
seabed have proven consistent problems that have gone 
largely unaddressed.

“My concern is that we are seeing traffi c increasing and 
these issues are becoming more prevalent,” he said.

“There are concerns that [some crews] are not following 
protocols,” he said.

As a government body governing land use, the waters of 
the Salish Sea fall outside of the Islands Trust’s jurisdiction. 
In any event, Masselink believes that it’s up to the Trust to 
force the provincial and federal governments to take notice 
of the issue before it’s too late.

“Given the grounding, I don’t think we have a choice,” he 
said. “We need to make an issue about this so something 
gets done.”

During their quarterly Trust Council meeting on 
Salt Spring Island earlier this month, trustees voted in 
favour of getting staff to prepare a report on the sub-
ject of how the Trust can handle the tanker issue more 
effectively.

Masselink sees the report as an essential fi rst step, even if 
the Trust might have other pressing land-based initiatives.

“There’s a concern about us stepping into areas and con-
cerns about costs since we’ve got a lot of things to do and a 
lot of balls in the air,” he said. 

“I realize it’s going to be diffi cult, but we have a responsi-
bility to see that this situation is addressed to our satisfac-
tion.

“We don’t want an oil spill.”
Mayne Island trustee Jeanine Dodds witnessed last 

month’s Hebei Lion incident from her home near Navy 
Channel. 

High winds caused the 241-metre (794-foot) bulk carrier 

Hebei Lion to start dragging its anchor and wash up on the 
reef just after 10 p.m. on Nov. 18. 

Though the carrier was  not loaded, a spokesperson from 
the Washington State Department of Ecology said damage 
to the carrier’s fuel tanks “could have oiled the islands on 
both sides of the border.” 

Dodds looks forward to seeing what the Islands Trust’s 
staff comes up with as a result of the trustees’ request. 

She said moving the problem out of her backyard by 
eliminating freighters from the Trust area doesn’t really 
address the root problem of improving safety proto-
cols.

“This is a busy waterway and has been traditionally full of 
shipping,” she said. 

“We should be concerned with the safety practices they 
are supposed to follow.”

PHOTO COURTESY BELLAVANCE WELDING LTD.

An All Seas Enterprises dive crew checks the hull of the Hebei Lion, which went aground in high winds on Conconi Reef on 

the evening of Nov. 18. Fortunately, the vessel was empty at the time, but the incident has raised concern about shipping 

activities in the waters of the Gulf Islands. Divers were transported to the site by Bellavance Welding Ltd.’s Moving Experi-

ence barge and Greg Bellavance. 

VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

Our Islands. Our World.

AT

SALT SPRING
ISLAND

GANGES
HARBOR

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

SEAIRSEAIR
TERMINALTERMINAL

BOOK YOUR FLIGHT ON-LINE AND SAVE 
$3.00 ON A RETURN TRIP AIRFARE.

S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S More daily fl ights home from the mainland

(Ganges Vancouver)

• 6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in 
Canada

• Free parking and free shuttle bus to main 
YVR terminal and bus exchange

• Frequent fl yer discount
• Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
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SALT SPRING ISLAND TRANSIT SYSTEM

Riders Guide
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 28, 2009 UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

www.bctransit.com
BUS INFORMATION 

250-538-4282

  SIDNEY AUTO SALES
Friendly

Downtown Sidney
Corner of 4th & Bevan ...so close to great savings!

2007 FORD RANGER FX4
4x4, 38k,........................$15,995

NEW STOCK

CASH FOR CARS! Car buyer on duty
Phone: 655-0611  Fax: 655-0612

2008 TOYOTA MATRIX
4 cyl., auto, A/C, remote ..............$13,995

2007 FORD RANGER EXT CAB 
SPORT starting at.............. $9,995

2004 KIA WAGON, loaded, 57k ..................................$5,995
2005 HYUNDAI ACCENT, 4 cyl., 5 spd ......................$6,995
2004 SUZUKI SWIFT, 4 cyl, 5 spd, loaded ................$6,995
2006 CHEV AVEO, loaded, low km ............................$7,995
2008 NISSAN VERSA, 46k ........................................$12,995
2008 NISSAN SENTRA, 40k ......................................$12,995

New 
price!

2006 MAZDA B3000
56k, auto, ext. cab .. .....$11,995

IN
MINT

SHAPE!

 SAWYER SEWING CENTRE  250- 388-6228
 www.sawyersewing.com  3400 Douglas St.

1000’s of notions and 
threads to choose from.

$ 199New machines 
from

 OPEN
Fridays
 8:30 - 8:00
 Sundays
11-4 Choose from.

New machines 
                      from 

$199.

1.888.229.2266

CHOOSE FROM

1000s of notions 
and threads 

to choose from

Purchase a machine...we’ll ship it 
to Salt Spring – FREE !FREE !

OPEN 
FRIDAYS
8:30am-8pm
SUNDAYS
11am-4pm
‘ TIL CHRISTMAS

Tide Tables
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Pacific Standard Time – measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ft

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ft

122 Upper Ganges Rd. at  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm
the head of Ganges Harbour  Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT

250-537-4202

DEC 23 01:59   1.4   4.6   
WE 09:54   3.4   11.2   
 17:22   1.9   6.2   
 21:26   2.1   6.9   

24 02:29   1.7   5.6   
TH 10:15   3.4   11.2   
 17:57   1.6   5.2   
 23:58   2.2   7.2   

25 02:58   2.1   6.9   
FR 10:37   3.3   10.8   
 18:30   1.3   4.3   

26 10:58   3.3   10.8   
SA 19:03   1.0   3.3   

27 04:09   2.8   9.2   
SU 05:10   2.8   9.2   
 11:21   3.3   10.8   
 19:39   0.7   2.3   

28 04:40   3.1   10.2   
MO 06:55   3.0   9.8   
 11:50   3.3   10.8   
 20:17   0.4   1.3 

29 05:13    3.3    10.8   
TU 08:18   3.2   10.5   
 12:30   3.4   11.2   
 20:58   0.2   0.7   

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

CLOSED 
Thurs. Dec. 24 

Re-opening 
Jan. 4, 2010

Are you living on income, 
from your investments?

ARE THEY TAX EFFICIENT?
Call a trusted 

local professional

Martin J. Hoogerdyk, CFP 
INVESTMENT ADVISOR

Rocky Kinahan 
SALES ASSISTANT

250-537-1730 
GRACE POINT SQUARE

martin.hoogerdyk@manulifesecurities.ca
Member CIPF

Fine cookware
& accessories 
available at:

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
250-537-5882

Quality
Doesn’t Cost...

It Pays!

TRANSPORTATION

Fading road lines drive concerns
MOT assessing its 

options

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Ministry of Transporta-
tion’s district manager and his 
colleagues are looking to solve 
the perennial problem of fad-
ing road lines once and for all.

“We need to find a better 
way,” said Bob Webb. “This is a 
systematic problem across the 
[southern Vancouver Island] 
district.”

Be it through letters to the 
editor or coffee shop banter, 
the state of road markings on 
Salt Spring Island has proven 
a traditional topic as winter 
progresses.

For many, it’s a way to pass 
the time until the start of the 
spring pothole count where-
as, for others, a lack of mark-
ings poses a signifi cant threat 
to the safety of drivers and 
pedestrians.

Residents point to roads 
across the island but highlight 
specifi c problem spots along 

Vesuvius Bay and Fulford-
Ganges roads.

“All the way down to the Ful-
ford ferry, every corner that 
you turn they’re obliterated,” 
said Mel Sumner.

Another problem spot is in 
front of the fi re hall right in the 
heart of downtown Ganges.

“A puzzled driver going 
north, vainly searching for 
guidance on that corner might 
not notice a pedestrian step-
ping out on the barely visible 
crosswalk nearby,” said Wendy 
Hilliard in a letter to the editor 
published this week. “Ganges 
is generally bereft of any indi-
cation on the road surface that 
would guide drivers.”

When contacted for an 
interview, Hilliard emphasized 
that the problem is especially 
bad for visitors who may not 
be familiar with the subtleties 
of Salt Spring’s roads.

Back at MOT, managers 
like Webb have grown accus-
tomed to the flurry of com-
plaints from people wanting 
answers.

The root of the problem, he 

said, is the use of heavy metal 
snowplow blades on newly 
painted lines.

One single swipe of a blade, 
he said, reduces the markings’ 
refl ectivity by as much as 75 
per cent.

The more snow there is to 
clear, the less visible the lines 
become. People tend to notice 
the problem at this time of 
year on account of the dark, 
wet and foggy conditions and 
wet roads, Webb said. 

After determining that the 
company contracted to care 
for road lines on the island 
was using the correct concen-
tration of paint and exceeding 
“refl ectivity requirements” by 
10 per cent, Webb and rep-
resentatives from Mainroad 
Pavement Markings have 
begun to focus on reducing 
the impact of shovel blades on 
the road.

Starting this year, blades 
will be equipped with small 
titanium “shoes,” a step that is 
hoped to extend the lifespan 
of the lines.

According to Webb, spend-

ing what limited govern-
ment funding is available on 
repainting lines makes little 
sense if the problem’s root 
isn’t addressed.

Webb said it is uncertain if 
road crews will be back on the 
island to repaint lines in 2010 
given that funding has not 
been fi nalized.

“Repainting is not the best 
use of our money,” he said. 
“These shoes might be the 
answer.” 

“Ganges is generally 

bereft of any indica-

tion on the road sur-

face that would guide 

drivers.”

WENDY HILLIARD
Concerned islander

POLICING ISSUES

RCMP staffi ng proposal stirs concern
Mayne, Galiano 

islands could 

lose on-island 

offi  cers

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Mayne Island resi-
dents refuse to remain 
silent about a plan that 
could see the island 
lose its  permanent 
RCMP staff member.

B o t h  Ma y n e  a n d 
Galiano islands each 
have one ful l- t ime 
resident police offi-
cer.  The outer Gulf 
Islands detachment’s 
two other members 
are based on North 
Pender Island.

Ne w  r e g u l a t i o n s 

enacted by Transport 
Canada and the Cana-
d i a n  L a b o u r  Co d e 
will  prohibit  RCMP 
officers from serving 
alone in any commu-
nity.

According to Randy 
Wilson, the RCMP’s 
C h i e f  Su p e r i n t e n -
dent of the Vancou-
ver  Is land distr ict , 
changes are a result of 
several fatal incidents 
over the past decades 
that involved officers 
acting on their own 
w i t h o u t  a c c e s s  t o 
backup.

During a Dec. 5 pub-
lic meeting on Mayne 
Is l a n d ,  m o re  t h a n 
60 people spoke out 
against the RCMP’s 
proposal to base all 
detachment members 

on North Pender, said 
Dave Maude, presi-
dent  of  the Mayne 
Island Residents and 
Ratepayers Associa-
tion. 

“Gulf Islanders have 
diverse points of view, 
but 100 per cent of the 
people at the meet-
ing were absolutely 
opposed to the chang-
es,” he said. 

“Maybe if you’re sit-
ting in Ottawa it seems 
like a good idea, but 
from an emergency 
response point of view 
this is unacceptable.”

Though the island is 
a relatively safe place, 
M a u d e  a n d  o t h e r 
islanders worry about 
what might happen 
if the nearest police 
officer is  on North 
Pender Island, as far 
as 60 minutes away. 

“If you know there’s 
no enforcement, you 
know you’re going to 
push the boundar-
ies, and we want to 

remain a quiet and 
civilized community,” 
he said.

St a f f i n g  c h a n g e s 
would be in  ef fect 
throughout the year, 
e v e n  d u r i n g  t h e 
island’s busy summer 
tourist season. 

Instead of no staff, 
residents on Mayne 
Island would like the 
RC M P  t o  c o n s i d e r 
b a s i n g  t h re e  o f f i -
cers on the island. A 
third officer is needed 
to ensure there are 
always two officers 
available to work at a 
given time.

Maude has  gath-
ered 800 signatures 
on a petition calling 
for Ottawa to increase 
funding to the detach-
ment,  he’s  been in 
touch with MP Gary 
Lunn,  ML A Murray 
Coell  and plans to 
continue speaking up 
on the topic.

Maude’s group has 
struck a committee to 

keep the issue front 
and centre for as long 
as it takes to get some 
positive results.

S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e 
outer islands detach-
ment staffing encour-
aged trustees meet-
ing at the Dec. 8-10 
Trust Council session 
on Salt Spring to take 
action on the issue.

The Trust’s Execu-
t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  i s 
drafting a letter that 
will be sent to the fed-
eral government.

For Jeanine Dodds, 
a Mayne Island trust-
ee, losing the island’s 
RCMP officer would 
be a significant blow 
to the island.

“[ The officer and 
his or her family] are 
an important part of 
our community and 
we would miss them,” 
Dodds said. “I know 
from my community 
that we would defi-
nitely like to have the 
status quo stay.”
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Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

David Waddington
Certi ed QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Specializing In Small Business

Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

QuickBooks Setup and Training

105-B Hereford Ave

24 HOUR ACCESS!

250 931 5483
120 Hereford Ave
livingstrongstudios.ca
“Our focus is your health”

Happy Holidays!
Warm wishes 

to all of our clients & members

BOXING
DAY SALE
50% OFF

STOREWIDE
DECEMBER 26 and 27 – 10AM–5PM

Aeroplan Points                 Ganges Village                    250.537.5551

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

HELPING HANDS: 
Working at the an-

nual Christmas hamper 

drive at the Farmers 

Institute were, from left: 

Martin McGrath, Gloria 

McEachern, Jordon 

Haenen and Vivienne 

Morrison. Some 50 vol-

unteers worked for two 

days to pack and deliver 

the hampers to island 

people in need.

ISLANDERS FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE

Locals join global climate movement
Harsh weather no 

match for climate 

action protest

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

T h e  Co p e n h a g e n  C l i -
mate Change Summit failed 
to deliver the change many 
had wanted, but a group of 
islanders believes the meeting 
provided the climate change 
movement with new energy 
and purpose.

“The negotiations are over 
and we know the outcome 
was not what we hoped for, 
but the movement is just 
beginning,” said Marion Pape 
of Salt Spring.

“Ordinary people are com-

ing together and talking about 
the issues that concern them, 
whether it be chronic water 
shortages, major loss of spe-
cies, habitat and ecosystem 
diversity, aboriginal people 
in the north losing their tra-
ditional way of life due to 
climate change, threats to 
human health and others.”

Sa l t  Sp r i n g  re s i d e n t s 
showed up in force to attend 
the Islanders for Climate Jus-
tice’s latest action on Wednes-
day, Dec. 16. 

Participants braved torren-
tial rains to hang banners off 
an overpass along the Pat Bay 
Highway near MP Gary Lunn’s 
constituency offi ce in Sidney.

The protesters joined activ-
ists around the globe in cli-
mate change actions held over 

the course of the two-week 
Copenhagen summit. Last 
week’s action follows a sit-in 
at Lunn’s offi ce on Dec. 2. 

The Dec. 16 event was the 
second initiative organized by 
the Islanders for Climate Jus-
tice group this month.

“The intent was to urge 
the Canadian government to 
negotiate a fair, ambitious and 
binding global warming treaty 
at Copenhagen and to high-
light Canada’s unaccountable, 
weak and shameful position 
on climate change,” Pape said, 
adding that the government’s 
inaction is to blame for Can-
ada receiving the Fossil of the 
Year award at Copenhagen.

“Canada has been singled 
out among all nations of the 
world, by a group of hundreds 

of environmental and social 
justice organizations across 
the globe, as the worst offend-
er in climate policy and nego-
tiating position.”

Pape urges islanders to look 
at their own lifestyles and 
homes to find solutions and 
inspire others.

“While government and 
industry promote climate 
confusion, people are start-
ing their journey with a posi-
tive vision of their own future 
actions,” she said. 

“We need to be advocating 
and initiating these alterna-
tive solutions at the same time 
as protesting industrial action 
that is endangering our plan-
et. That’s exactly what Island-
ers for Climate Justice is trying 
to do.”

REAL ESTATE 

Home sale pilot project 
aims to increase energy 
effi ciency and share info
Salt Spring and Oak Bay 

involved until May 2010

Salt Spring is participating in 
a pilot project that will see people 
selling their homes here receive a 
discounted home energy effi ciency 
assessment if they agree to disclose 
the results to potential buyers. 

The provincial government, in 
partnership with BC Hydro, Terasen 
Gas, municipal governments and the 
real estate community, is undertak-
ing the project called Time of Sale 
Energy Labelling.

“Undertaking energy efficien-
cy upgrades, will in the long term, 
reduce utility bills for the home-
owner,” said Saanich North and the 
Islands MLA Murray Coell in a press 
release issued Monday. “It provides 
jobs in the local economy as well as 
increasing the value of our homes.”

Through the program, sellers can 
get a home energy effi ciency assess-
ment for $75 off the regular cost of 
$150. The assessment details the 
options for improving the effi ciency 
of the home and the incentives avail-
able to do so. Incentives are available 
through the federal government’s 
ecoENERGY Retrofit – Homes pro-
gram and the Home Renovation Tax 
Credit, both accessible to sellers and 
buyers.

The Time of Sale Labelling pilot 
projects allows potential home 
buyers to easily compare the ener-

gy efficiencies of various homes 
based on the homes’ EnerGuide 
for Houses Rating, which will be 
posted on the MLS listings of par-
ticipating homes. The rating is cal-
culated through the home energy 
efficiency assessment and takes 
into account windows,  doors, 
insulation, heating and air leak-
age, and calculates how the home 
uses energy as a system. 

“This pilot is going to help sellers 
communicate the energy effi ciency 
potential of their homes and help 
buyers fi nd the right home for them,” 
said Tony Joe, past president of the 
Victoria Real Estate Board. “Energy 
effi ciency is important to buyers in 
this market. Findings from a recent 
survey conducted by the BC Real 
Estate Association suggest the major-
ity of British Columbians would be 
willing to pay more for an energy 
effi cient home.”

The provincial government says 
it “remains committed to support-
ing energy effi ciency and conserva-
tion in British Columbia, to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 33 per 
cent and acquiring 50 per cent of BC 
Hydro’s incremental resource needs 
through conservation by 2020.” 

The pilot project will last until May 
2010 and also includes the Oak Bay 
area. 

Some environmental groups would 
like to see the release of energy rat-
ings at time of sale made a manda-
tory practice. 
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NEWSBEATSALT SPRING ISLAND
POWER & SAIL SQUADRON

BOATING COURSE

Canada’s Premier Recreational Boating Program
In-depth Boat Operation and Safety Training

plus the challenge of Plotting and Navigation
Includes mandatory Pleasure Craft

Operator Card
Course starts on Tuesday, January 12th

and runs for 13 weeks (each Tuesday)
Cost 

$255.00 which includes all course materials,
exam and fi rst year membership with Canadian 

Power & Sail Squadrons
Time 

7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Location

Gulf Islands Secondary School, 112 Rainbow Road

Limited spaces available. Call Lynn Clark at
250-537-5377 by January 8th to register

BOXING DAY
SALE

Saturday, December 26
10 am - 4 pm

Everything in the store
• Hand made Jewellery • Artwork

• International Collections

• Inuit Carvings and more

75%
Closed Jan. 1-5

to prepare for Garage Sale

250-537-9896    Monday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm.

ff 

PARKS & REC NEWS 

Special schedule in place 
at pool over the holidays
Irrigation and gate other 

changes 

BY KEES RUURS
P A R C  M A N A G E R 

Though things slow down a bit for 
all of us at this time of year, it still 
seems appropriate that PARC con-
tinues its efforts to keep the commu-
nity informed both as regards recent 
past happenings and future plans. 

Christmas comes to 
Rainbow Road pool

Over the Christmas holidays the 
swimming pool will operate under a 
special schedule. 

This is being done to accommo-
date special offerings such as Red 
Cross lessons, Bronze Star, Bronze 
Medallion and Bronze Cross pro-
grams, as well as an Assistant Water 
Safety Instructor’s course. 

For details on the extra classes 
and the swim schedule, please call 
250-537-1402. And don’t forget, the 
pool will be closed after 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 24 and it will remain 
closed both on Christmas and on 
Boxing Day.

Other pool happenings

Earlier this fall an irrigation system 
was installed in the flower beds in 
front of the pool. 

This will allow PARC to beautify 
the beds next spring. Before then, 
several fl owering trees will be plant-
ed as a start on the landscaping plan 
for the Rainbow Road park. 

Also, a gate is currently being 
installed on the entrance road lead-
ing to the pool parking lot. Please be 
aware of this construction when you 
enter the parking lot.

Centennial Park 

boardwalk repairs

In early January some repairs will 
be made to the boardwalk at Centen-
nial Park. The repairs will involve the 
replacement of some braces under-
neath the boardwalk. Fortunately, 
the public’s use of the park and even 
of the boardwalk  itself should not in 
any way be hindered by this neces-
sary upgrade.

The strategic plan 

initiative
On Nov. 23 an open house was 

conducted to obtain public input 
on our consultant’s report as regards 
the nature and scope of a possible 
PARC strategic plan. The report can 
be found on the CRD/PARC web-
site. We urge all interested islanders 
to examine that report and to pro-
vide their own feedback by Jan. 15, 
2010. Later in January the Parks and 
Recreation Commission will discuss 
both the consultant’s report and the 
responses it generated. It will then 
begin work on the strategic plan that 
will provide a focus for PARC’s efforts 
over the next decade.  

Hiking trails and new 
“rights of way”

PARC is seeking the public’s assis-
tance regarding possible locations 
for new trails. If you are a property 
owner and people are already using 
your property for hiking/walk-
ing purposes, then the PARC offi ce 
would definitely like to hear from 
you. You might consider entering 
into a “Statutory Right of Ways agree-
ment” with PARC, actually with the 
CRD. 

Such an agreement frees the prop-
erty owner from liability that might 
otherwise arise out of the public’s 
use of private property. As well, it 
relieves that owner of any respon-
sibility for maintaining that trail 
in a safe manner. Several property 
owners on the island already have 
entered into such agreements and, 
consequently, several new trail con-
nections have been created. 

The Baker Road - Harrison Road 
trail connection is one such example 
as is a new trail connection, still to 
be developed, between West Eagle 
Drive and the Channel Ridge trail 
system. 

Offi  ce closure

The Parks and Recreation office 
will be closed between Christmas 
and New Year’s. 

It will re-open on Monday, Jan. 4. 
Both the members of the commis-
sion and all of its staff wish you and 
yours a safe, happy and healthy holi-
day season. 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

EMERGENCY WISHES: Representatives from Salt Spring’s emergency services providers — BC Ambulance Service, Salt Spring Fire 

Rescue, Salt Spring Ground Search and Rescue and the Salt Spring RCMP — gather for a photo arranged so they could wish the com-

munity a safe and happy holiday season. 
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Call for all of your 
real estate needs.

250-537-1201

kellyr@saltspring.com 
www.gulfi slandsrealestate.com

MLS GOLD 
AWARD WINNER

KELLY REGENNEWSBEAT

TIA STEELETIA STEELE

Residents CardSaltSpring Island

Salt Spring Island

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Register your Residents Card 
to be eligible for weekly draws.

VIEW MERCHANT SPECIALS AT:

residentscard.com
or pick up a list at The Driftwood

is this week’s winner of a 
$50 gift certifi cate from:

SALT SPRING BOOKSSALT SPRING BOOKS

#108-149 FULFORD-GANGES RD.     
250-537-9463 STORE  I  250-537-9485 BAR

Colleen & SteveColleen & Steve

     OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY 12-6
OPEN BOXING DAY 11AM -10PM

for SHOW & TELL
Prizes for the funniest gifts received!

Escape the relatives and join your 
friends for a seasonal pint!

Save 10%
when 6 or more are purchased

wine • liquor • liqueur

Give the gift of
SALT SPRING

BLACKBERRY PORT in
your stockings this year!

OPEN
CHRISTMAS DAY 11AM-6PM

BOXING DAY & SUNDAY 
9 AM -11PM

BAR: 

328 Lower Ganges Road   250.537.9933   driftwood@gulfislands.net
gulfislandsdriftwood.com

“over 20,000 classifieds online - updated daily”

Deadlines for the Driftwood - Wednesday December 30th

Display deadline: Monday, December 28th, 8:30am
Classifi ed Display Deadline: Monday, December 28th, 4pm
Classifi ed Word Deadline: Tuesday, December 29th, 10am

Classifi eds may be place on-line at: gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Please note the Driftwood Offi  ce will be closed:

Thursday December 24th, Friday December 25th & Friday 
January 1st.

Regular Deadlines will apply for the Driftwood of 

Wednesday January 7th.

The Driftwood Weekender will not be published:

Friday, December 25th & Friday, January 1st

Advertising Deadlines

ISLANDS TRUST

Former trustee publishes Trust history
Book tackles 35 

years in six acts

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Fans of Peter Lamb’s 
monthly  Driftwood 
columns detailing the 
Islands Trust’s 35-year 
history will be thrilled 
to learn that the for-
mer local Trust com-
mittee member has 
compiled his work in a 
newly released book.

“Finding that peo-
ple have actually been 
reading them is grati-
fying and has encour-
aged me to consoli-
date them into this 
booklet,” Lamb writes 
in his introduction.

Sp e a k i n g  d u r i n g 
the town hall session 
of the quarterly Trust 
Council meeting on 
Salt  Spring Dec.  9, 
Lamb said he set out 
to write The Islands 
Trust Story “to raise 
p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s 
about the Trust and its 
purpose.”

“We are so engaged 
i n  t h e  d a y- t o - d a y 
that we tend to forget 
about the Trust’s his-
tory,” said Lamb, who 
served as a trustee 
from 2005 to 2008.

The 30-page illus-
t r a t e d  b o o k l e t 
recounts the Trust’s 
p r o g re s s i o n  i n  s i x 
acts. 

I l l u s t ra t i o n s  a n d 
graphs not included 
with the Driftwood 

submissions make the 
book a worthy read for 
even the most loyal 
readers of Lamb’s arti-
cles.

“You are invited to 
step back in time and 
witness  the  evolu-
tion of a unique form 
of local government 
in British Columbia,” 
reads the start of Act 
O n e.  “ T h e  c u r t a i n 
rises in the late 1960s 
b e f o re  t h e  Is l a n d s 
Trust was conceived.”

The book traces the 
Trust efforts to “pre-
ser ve and protect” 
the islands within its 
jurisdiction as popu-
lation and develop-
ment pressures have 
steadily increased.

S i n c e  1 9 7 6 ,  t h e 
combined population 
of the Trust’s 12 dis-
tricts has risen from 
9,500 to more than 
25,000.

Over this same time 
period, Lamb points 
out, provincial gov-
ernment funding of 
the Trust  has gone 
from 100 per cent to 
less than three per 
cent.

Based on his belief 
that the Trust is as 
relevant today as it 
has  ever  been and 
that polls show that 
a majority of British 
Columbians support 
the Trust’s mandate, 
L a m b  e n c o u r a g e d 
current  trustees to 
lobby the government 
for increased funding.

“The Islands Trust 
Act, and the institu-
tion which it estab-
lished, represents a 
promise made by the 
p r ov i n c i a l  g ov e r n -
ment to islanders, and 
to the people of Brit-
ish Columbia gener-
ally, that the islands 
would be protected 
for all time from over-
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
inappropriate devel-
opment,” Lamb con-

cludes.
“ W i t h  c o n t i n u e d 

support and stron-
ger authority, it can 
become a model for 
preserving and pro-
t e c t i n g  t h e  h e a l t h 
and well-being of the 
earth on which we all 
depend.”

The Islands Trust 
Story will  be avail-
able at the Salt Spring 
Islands Trust office 
and local bookstores.

BC FERRIES 

Ferry schedules change
for travel during holidays
Passengers should be 

aware of Dec. 25 & Jan. 1 

changes
As usual at this time of year, some 

ferry schedules are altered slightly so 
that BC Ferries staff can spend time 
with their families on Christmas and 
New Year’s days. 

People travelling between Vesuvius 
and Crofton on either Dec. 25 or Jan. 
1 are advised that service begins with 
the 10 a.m. sailing from Vesuvius Bay 
and the 11:10 a.m. sailing from Crof-
ton, and ends with the 6 p.m. sailing 
from Vesuvius and the 6:30 p.m. one 
from Crofton.

In other words, the 7, 8 and 9 a.m. 
and 8:40 and 9:40 p.m. sailings are 
cancelled from Vesuvius, and the 
7:30, 8:30 and 9:30 a.m. and the 7, 
8:10, 9:10 and 10:05 p.m. sailings are 

cancelled from the Crofton side.
Between Fulford and Swartz Bay, 

the only change is cancellation of the 
6:15 a.m. run from Fulford and the 7 
a.m. sailing from Swartz Bay on Dec. 
25 and Jan. 1.

For southern Gulf Islands travel-
lers, the Queen of Cumberland’s fi rst 
sailing of the morning is cancelled 
on those same two days, with service 
for Galiano and Mayne Island com-
mencing from Swartz Bay at 8:35 
a.m., not the usual 5:35 a.m. 

The Mayne Queen’s 5:10 a.m. sail-
ings are also cancelled from Swartz 
Bay serving Saturna, Mayne and 
Pender on both days.

The Long Harbour to Tsawwassen 
schedule remains the same, how-
ever.

For updated ferry information, 
phone 1-888-BCFERRY or visit www.
bcferries.com.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

WINTER GOODS: Kerry Lee sells her produce 

at the Christmas market in Centennial Park.

FERRIES

Ferries offers new service
mobile.bcferries.com 

Ferry travellers with mobile devic-
es can now stay afloat on shifting 
ferry waters with a new service from 
BC Ferries. 

Popular website features such as 
traffi c conditions at major terminals, 
service notices — including predict-
ed sailing delays — vessel tracking 
maps and terminal webcams can 
now be downloaded to web-enabled 
mobile devices through mobile.
bcferries.com.

“With the growing reliance on por-
table communication devices, the 
new mobile capability makes BC Fer-
ries’ internet services more acces-
sible to customers. Anyone using 
a handheld device with web con-
nectivity can visit mobile.bcferries.
com and see up-to-the-minute ferry 
travel information designed for easy 
viewing on the small screen.”

Ferries says it’s the latest in a series of 
website enhancements, upgrades and 
solutions aimed at making travel plan-
ning with BC Ferries easier than ever.
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Bring back
the lines

W
ith the winter sol-
stice having passed 
on Monday, we can 
all look forward to 

the return of the light. 
Contributing to the darkness on Salt Spring 

Island so far this year is the rapidly fading yel-
low lines normally seen down the middle of most 
roads in B.C. 

At present in some spots on this island, there is 
virtually no way to confi dently locate the middle 
of the road, particularly on our most well-travelled 
routes.

As islander Mel Sumner points out, the spot 
in front of the Ganges fire hall is a classic one. It 
can already be a tad bit confusing when it comes 
to deciphering the traffic flow in that spot, but 
with distinct bright-yellow lines removed from 
the formula, where to go becomes a real guess-
ing game.

When rain, fog and oncoming vehicle lights 
are thrown into the mix,  
people are pretty much 
driving blind. 

We have no way of 
knowing if any accidents 
so far this winter are a 
result of drivers being 
confused about their 
vehicle’s location on the 
roadway, but we’d be sur-
prised if it doesn’t become 
a factor at some point. 

Bob Webb, the Ministry 
of Transportation’s district manager, attributes 
what he calls a region-wide problem to a differ-
ent type of paint that scrapes off too easily under 
snowplow blades. Webb says MOT is investigating 
whether adding titanium “shoes” to its contractors’ 
snowplow blades will reduce impact on the lines. 

It’s surprising to hear from Webb that this is a 
concern across the southern Vancouver Island 
district, since driving on clearly-lined roads off of 
Salt Spring Island is what makes us aware of the 
stark difference. However, maybe those areas have 
received a fresher dose of paint. 

Webb’s suggestion that Salt Spring’s roads may 
not receive line painting in 2010 is outrageous and 
unacceptable. We understand his rationale that it 
doesn’t make sense to repaint without assurance 
that snowplowing won’t remove the paint, but one 
way or another the problem needs to be fi xed.

If the lack of visible road lines is of concern to 
local emergency service providers, we encourage 
them to make their feelings known to the MOT. 
We also urge concerned islanders to contact MLA 
Murray Coell for assistance.

This is a basic transportation safety issue that 
must be addressed as soon as possible. 

Is it still the best place on Earth?
BY TOM FLETCHER

In my tireless search for the most significant 
events of 2009, I was tracking down a rumour that 
the B.C. government is taking advantage of the 
Olympic hoopla to quietly retire its slogan, “The Best Place On 
Earth.”

The timing seemed right. From the day this marketing mas-
terstroke was hatched, people have found it un-Canadian in its 
arrogance. Keep your wine, South of France. Cute little rainforest, 
Brazil. Go walkabout, Australian outback. Nice ruins, ancient 
Greece.

Folks here often associate this boast with a certain white-haired 
fellow who has been down to California too many times, hanging 
out with the modest governor of that great state. Once he goes, 
this “best” business must surely follow.

In the legislature, the NDP version, while statistically suspect, 
was dominant: “Best Place in Canada for Child Poverty.” There 
were other versions during this lean, mean election year: best 
place for job losses, best in mill closures, best for gang shootings, 
you get the idea.

Then, I found what looked like the smoking gun. A low-key 
B.C. government news release came out about a French-language 
website for the Olympics. Down at the end, it mentioned that 
across all tourism websites, the province would be marketed 
through this key event with the old reliable “Super, Natural British 
Columbia.”

I thumbed my BlackBerry and asked to speak to the King of 
Kamloops, Kevin Krueger, the current Minister of Tourism, Cul-
ture and Arts Cutbacks.

Sorry, I was told. Minister Krueger isn’t available to speak to 
you. That’s odd, I saw him coming into the legislature just a few 
hours earlier with what appeared to be an armload of Christmas 
shopping. And of course Foghorn Krueger isn’t known for a reluc-
tance to make himself heard. 

A senior offi cial will speak to you, I was told. 
Background only.

Here’s the lowdown. If you haven’t seen The 
Best Place On Earth in any ads lately, it’s mainly 

because the government slashed its advertising budget to the 
bone right after the election.

If you haven’t seen Super, Natural B.C. in any ads lately, it’s 
because most of those advertising budgets are toast too. And to 
the extent they still exist, those ads would super-naturally appear 
outside B.C.

One thing that didn’t get cut in the B.C. Liberals’ fall budget was 
a few million to market the province during and after the Olym-
pics. The privatization-happy B.C. Liberals did an unexpected 
reversal as part of their late-breaking defi cit budget, dumping the 
independent Tourism BC organization and bringing the market-
ing function back in-house at this crucial time.

So what about that arrogant slogan? Assuming the B.C. Liberals 
go back to a campaign of feel-good ads for voters’ consumption, 
say, leading up to the next election, will we still be the BPOE?

The answer, as far as I can determine, is yes. BPOE isn’t going 
anywhere. This slogan is not to be confused with the Golden 
Decade, as in Five Great Goals for a Golden Decade, which by my 
reckoning will end in 2011. In case you forgot, the Golden Decade 
began in 2001, when the white-haired guy got elected and the 
Dark Decade, or Dismal Decade if you prefer, came to an end.

(In honour of the HST, the opposition has renamed the Golden 
Decade the Decade of Deception.)

What all this means is that the carbon tax will keep going up. It 
means Greater Victoria’s maze of ineffectual local governments 
will have to spend billions on a sewage treatment system they 
don’t really need.

It means the white-haired guy is sticking around.
The writer is legislative reporter and columnist for Black Press 

and BCLocalnews.com.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT
THE ISSUE:
Disappearing 
yellow road lines

WE SAY:
Safety issue must 
be addressed

Opinion
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BRONZE - Best Feature Photo, Circ. 4,000 - 12,999, Derrick Lundy
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“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood.” 
In such a way does American poet Robert 
Frost describe the dilemma of a travel-
ler who must make a choice between two 
alternative paths in the poem called The 
Road Not Taken.

I’ve experienced that same dilemma 
myself, except it has mainly happened 
while standing in line at a checkout counter 
at the local grocery store. I’m sure this sce-
nario will sound familiar to you.

You’re fi ve or six deep in a line-up and 
prospects don’t look good for you getting 
out of the store any time before the expiry 
date on your yogurt. The couple checking 
their groceries through the till right now is 
arguing over whether Whiskas or Friskies is 
a better cat food deal.

Next in line is that little old lady with her 
green cloth shopping bags at the ready. She 
is rummaging through her suitcase-sized 
handbag to fi nd about $80 in loose change 
she counted up before leaving the house. 
You can already hear her mumbling to her-
self, “I know there’s another 95 cents in here 
somewhere.”

Just when all seems lost, another cashier 
appears out of nowhere, one till over, and 
proclaims the magic words, “Can I help 
someone over here, please?”

It’s your lucky day (or so you think). You 
move quickly, but not fast enough. Still, the 
only person who beats you into the new 
line-up has only three items on the convey-
er belt. You feel you’ll be out the store and 
on your way back home in no time.

What you don’t know is that the new clerk 
does not have much cashiering experi-

ence because he has spent 
the last 18 months in the 
deli department. He was 
recently transferred after 
losing various sections of 
four different fi ngers to the 
ham-slicing machine.

However, the first two 
items are easily scanned 
and you’re feeling hopeful. 
Then comes the cellophane-wrapped half 
grapefruit. No matter how many times the 
clerk scans the white label on the item, the 
monitor screen shows $49.95 for a two-kilo 
round of Gorgonzola cheese. Perhaps all 
the bandages covering his fi ngers are inter-
fering with the scanning mechanism. When 
you hear the dreaded yet inevitable words 
“price check” over the store loudspeaker, 
you lose all patience.

You wheel your buggy back out of the 
queue, take most of the groceries out of 
the cart and pile them on a rack near the 
washroom (where you hope nobody will 
see you), and head over to the “Express” 
checkout with the 15 shopping items you 
consider absolutely essential.

You fi nd out very quickly that “15” is a 
very subjective number. The only person 
ahead of you has her cart chock-a-block full 
of dozens of groceries. When questioned 
about the quantity of different items in her 
possession, she declares that she consid-
ers all vegetables should count as only one 
item. The same goes for all canned goods. 
In her mind, her full cart contains only 
seven items. 

She defi antly stares down the clerk and 

is allowed by the flustered 
employee to continue to 
check her groceries through. 
She pulls out her debit card 
and is just about to swipe it 
when she remembers she has 
about a dozen lotto 649 tick-
ets she wants to check just in 
case she won the $15 million 
last week. “And by the way,” 

she growls, “can you pick out two of those 
red lottos, three of the green ones and a Gold 
Rush. And make sure that they’re winners. 
And you might as well throw in a couple of 
packs of Lucky Strike fi lter tips, but see if you 
can fi nd something a little less stale than the 
ones you picked out last week.”

Her PIN number fi nally does get approved 
after her 17th swipe, but long before then 
you’ve abandoned your prospective pur-
chases and checked yourself out of the 
store. You head across the parking lot for a 
large pizza, hoping you can make it last for 
a whole week.

The supermarket is not the only place 
where you are faced with this kind of pre-
dicament. You can easily experience the 
same kind of frustration in liquor stores and 
gas stations.

Nothing, however, can match the deject-
ed feeling you get when you make the 
wrong choice at the Swartz Bay ferry termi-
nal. You’re in line behind three commercial 
transport trucks at one of the toll booths 
when the red “OPEN” light comes on at a 
nearby booth. You have only a few min-
utes before the cut-off time when boarding 
passes will no longer be sold. You jerk your 

steering wheel hard to the right and just 
miss cutting in front of that family of tour-
ists from Alberta.

You sit and fume while the driver asks 
the toll booth attendant about B&Bs, good 
places to eat and whether you can drink the 
water. Your blood begins to boil as a map 
is passed into the booth and the attendant 
begins to draw arrows on it. You feel your 
heart palpitating as you watch the atten-
dant try to explain the concept of sales tax 
to the Albertans.

Meanwhile, you watch as all three trans-
port semis pass easily through the toll booth 
you just abandoned. They are followed 
by a Japanese tour bus and an old multi-
coloured, hand-painted VW minibus fi lled 
with a gaggle of dreadlocked deadheads 
who are pounding away on their drums. 
You stare helplessly while great plumes of 
smoke come billowing out the side win-
dows of the minibus as it makes its way 
down to the loading lanes. A few minutes 
later, your eyes moisten at the sight of the 
ferry pulling away without you. The Alber-
tans are standing out on the deck taking 
photos of the cars left in the terminal.  

Robert Frost ends his poem with the lines, 
“I took the one less traveled by / and that 
has made all the difference.” Damn right 
it made all the difference. You could have 
been on that ferry.

Nobody asked me, but I wish all you read-
ers out there in Driftwood land a most joy-
ous and healthy holiday season and best 
wishes for the new year. And good luck in 
those Boxing Day line-ups!

thyme2001@hotmail.com

Reading to 
kids

I am writing this letter in 
response to Kim Hunter’s 
letter, “Let children be chil-
dren,” in the Dec. 9 Drift-
wood. 

Although I agree with Ms. 
Hunter that young children 
should be engaged in active 
play and that screen time 
should be limited, I believe 
that reading to young chil-
dren is vitally important. 
Children need to be told 
stories and to play with lan-
guage, but they also should 
be read stories. 

The educational evidence 
is clear. Here are just a few 
references:

“Research shows chil-
dren have a better chance 
of becoming fully literate 
adults if reading is encour-

aged in the home.” (Literacy 
BC)

Simple things like read-
ing and telling stories to a 
child at 18 months are pow-
erful stimuli for brain devel-
opment in the early years 
(Early Years Study Final 
Report: Reversing the Real 
Brain Drain, Government of 
Ontario, 1999).

Reading to children more 
than once a day has a sub-
stantial positive impact on 
their future academic skills. 
In addition, research indi-
cates children with early 
exposure to books and 
reading are better at per-
forming mathematical tasks 
(National Longitudinal Sur-
vey of Children and Youth, 
Statistics Canada, 1996-
1997).

Children aged two to 
three who are read to sev-
eral times a day do substan-

tially better in kindergarten 
at ages four and five than 
youngsters who are read to 
only a few times a week or 
less (National Longitudi-
nal Survey of Children and 
Youth, Statistics Canada, 
1996-1997).

Some experts say that 
for 80 per cent of children, 
simple immersion in read-
ing and books will lead to 
independent reading by 
school age (How to Make 
Your Child a Reader for Life, 
Paul Kropp, Random House 
Canada, 2000).

As a professional educa-
tor, I have witnessed first 
hand how beneficial early 
reading experiences are for 
school children. 

As a mother of toddlers, 
I have experienced the joy 
that reading with your chil-
dren brings. Don’t deny 
your self or your children 

the gift of reading. Read 
with your babies and con-
tinue to read with your chil-
dren as they grow older. It 
is good for their brains and 
their hearts.
SHELLY JOHNSON,
P R I N C I P A L ,  F U L F O R D 
E L E M E N T A R Y

Where’s the 
paint?

Can anyone tell me where 
the white and yellow lines 
went?

I mean the ones on the 
road by the fire hall inter-
section. A puzzled driver 
going north, vainly search-
ing for guidance on that 
corner, might not notice a 
pedestrian stepping out on 
the (barely visible) cross-
walk nearby. 

Ganges is generally bereft 
of any indication on the 

road surface that would 
guide drivers. 

The same apples to many 
island roads, especially on 
dangerous corners. The 
dark and fog are here. 

Dear Ministry of Trans-
portation, what has to hap-
pen before you take notice 
and bring out the paint?
WENDY HILLIARD,
M E Y E R  R O A D 

Good news
The Copenhagen Inter-

national Treaty on Climate 
Change is dead. That’s good 
news for everyone con-
cerned about national sov-
ereignty and carbon-credit 
scams.

The “non-binding” agree-
ment (compromise) is now 
being called the Copenha-
gen Accord, which raises 
the most important ques-
tion — what happens to all 

those carbon credits in 2012 
when Kyoto expires?

President Obama ran into 
a brick wall with China, but 
he put a good face on things 
by declaring the “accord” 
a victory and went back to 
Washington. 

The senate bill on Copen-
hagen hasn’t been agreed 
to yet, and that great soap 
opera on healthcare isn’t 
settled yet either.

Isn’t it interesting that 
Hillary Clinton proposed 
$100 billion to help the 
world reduce carbon emis-
sions. It is exactly the same 
amount that George Soros 
proposed!

Some Santa Claus, some 
Christmas!
PETER RAMSEY,
G A N G E S

Letters to the editor

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: What kind of Salt Spring treat would you leave for Santa on Christmas Eve?

DONNA BUCHAN
Some of the wonderful arts 
and crafts produced here on 
the island.

ISABELLE MA
Green eggs come to mind.

MARGARET PETERS
How about some island wine?

MIKE WEBB
A donation to the Salt Spring 
Foundation made in Santa 
Claus’ name.

AIDAN HAIGH
I think I’d leave him some 
crackers, some Salt Spring 
cheese and a granola bar 
recipe.

The ultimate predicament: which line-up? 

IslandVoices
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“I’m like a little mouse gnawing at the gate of art history.”
MONA FERTIG, MOTHER TONGUE PUBLISHING

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 

during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

NOBODY ASKED ME BUT 

Shilo
Zylbergold

MORE LETTERS  continued on A10
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SHOP 7 DAYS A WEEK  250-537-5551

Please Note our Holiday Hours

December 24th 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
December 25th CLOSED
December 26th CLOSED
December 27th 10 am - 5 pm
December 31st 8:30 am - 5 pm
January 1st CLOSED

Christmas HoursChristmas Hours

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

by
The Plan

™ Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

JANICE PATZWALD,
CFP, EPC
FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

554 Trunk Road
Duncan, BC V9L 2R1
250-746-6734, ext 225
Fax: 250-746-4318

Traditional mortgage life insurance 
is designed specially to retire only 
the balance owing to the mortgage 
lender if something happens to 
you.
Investors Group can show you how 
an individual plan that puts you in 
control can help ensure that in the 
event of death, disability or critical 
illness, your family can still live in 
their home.
Let us show you how building 
insurance into your plan can 
preserve fi nancial security.

Time... to think about
keeping the family dream home, no matter what

janicepatzwald@investorsgroup.com

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Closed Open Open OpenOpen Open

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Closed Closed Open OpenOpen

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Closed Closed Open Open OpenOpen Closed

Closed Closed

SUNDAY

Jan. 3

MONDAY TUESDAY

Closed Closed Open
Jan.         4 Jan.          5

Dec. 27 Dec. 28 Dec. 29 Dec. 30 Dec. 31 Jan. 1 Jan. 2

Dec. 20 Dec. 21 Dec. 22 Dec. 23 Dec. 24 Dec. 25 Dec. 26

Dec. 13 Dec. 14 Dec. 15 Dec. 16 Dec. 17 Dec. 18 Dec. 19

Closed

RECYCLING DEPOT

HOLIDAY HOURS
 WE SUGGEST CLIPPING THIS AD AND STICKING IT ON YOUR FRIDGE

Back to Regular Hours
Tuesday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm  

349 Rainbow Road  •  250-537-1200
The Recycling Depot is operated by SSI Community Services Society

ADMIRAL’S SPECIALTY FOODS 
& SUSHI BAR

250-537-5088  •  146 Fulford-Ganges Road

  ORGANIC TURKEYS, 
CHICKENS, 

FRESH GEESE & DUCK
Please order early • Organic Meat

Great Selection of Specialty Foods 
and Beautiful Gourmet Gift Ideas.

Disgusted 
This letter is for Prime 

Minister Stephen Harp-
er. 

I was just listening to 
the CBC National with 
complete dismay. My 
government is actually 
considering lowering 
emission standards for 
the tar sands project.

I can’t believe you’d 
even consider such an 
atrocity on our planet. 
All of the scientists are 
telling you we are in 
grave peril and yet you 
stick your head in the oil 
sands. 

I am embarrassed to 
call myself a Canadian at 
this moment. In all my 
58 years, I’ve never felt 
like this. I have always 
been proud of what 
my country represents 
and does in the world 
to promote peace and 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

‘TIS THE SEASON: 

Girl Guides Anna 

Rithaler, left, and Diane 

Lehmann sell Christmas 

trees at Windsor Ply-

wood on Salt Spring. 

well being for others. No 
more.

You need to step down 
Mr. Harper and go live in 
Alberta. I’m not fond of 
the other political par-
ties in this country, but 
I will vote for anybody 
else but you. 

You have had so many 
opportunities to turn 
this around. You voted 
to give all this money 
away and could have 
called for alternative 
energy projects, but no 
— you bailed out the 
car companies — do we 
have to lose our polar 
bears before you will lis-
ten? Do my great grand-
children have to know a 
world where there is no 
place for animals other 
than cats and dogs?

Do I sound angry? You 
bet I am, and thoroughly 
disgusted. I hope the 
other countries of this 
world shame you into 
action.
KISHORI HUTCHINGS,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Trust: be a 
grinch, not 
Santa

As a Salt Spring part-
timer I have found the 
Driftwood, particularly 
the editorials and letters 
to the editor, an excel-
lent way to stay abreast 
of local issues and com-
munity sentiment. 

As we spend more 
time on “the rock” I 
hope to get more active 
in community issues, 
but a Dec. 16 article, 
“Trust debates 5% tax 
hike and new head offi ce 
staffer,” really hit my hot 
button. The request to 
increase the budget by 
$75,000, plus benefits 
and other costs, for a 
senior administrative 
person to handle work 
presently done by exist-
ing staff, presumably 
at an acceptable level, 
is hard to understand. 
Come on, we are still in 
a recession and it is time 
for restraint, not frivo-
lous new expenditures.

Over the years in 
my corporate, politi-
cal, own business and 
personal life there have 
been tough economic 
times when discretion-
ary spending has had to 
be deferred and tough 
measures implemented. 
I’m sure many readers 

can relate. Should this 
principle not apply to 
the fiscal affairs of the 
Islands Trust?

Quote: “Dwindling 
revenues forced trust-
ees at the quarterly 
Trust Council session 
on Salt Spring last week 
to consider a five per-
cent tax increase . . . .” 
Further, “The increase is 
needed to make up for a 
$277,000 budget short-
fall, largely the result of a 
$50,000 decline in appli-
cation revenue . . . .” 

Read less staff time 
as well! Other Trust rev-
enue shortfalls were also 
identifi ed. In business or 
personal circumstances, 
revenue shortfalls gener-
ally require belt-tighten-
ing and cost-control as 
the first consideration. 
Imagine going to your 
employer and saying 
you needed a five per 
cent raise to cover your 
personal shortfall!

Ms. Decario, a Galia-
no trustee, had it right 
when she said, “I can-
not support the hiring of 
a corporate secretary.” 
She is a refreshing voice 
of reason.

Ms. Linda Adams, 
the Trust’s CAO, argues 
the proposed corporate 
secretary position is 
needed to “. . . increase 
effi ciency at the corpo-
rate offi ce.” 

Histor ical ly,  new 
staff costs once added 
becomes a part of the 
tax base for future com-
pounded tax increases. 
A corporate secretary 
is not good value for 
already stretched tax-
payer dollars.

I find the opinion 
of Ms. Adams coupled 
with the comment from 
Bowen Island trustee 
Nerys Poole, “If you’ve 
got to sell fi ve per cent, 
what’s six per cent,” 
frankly not expressing 
prudent fi scal manage-
ment. Ms. Poole, the 
taxpayer pool is run-
ning dry; Ms. Adams, it’s 
time to be a cost control 
grinch, not Santa!
WAYNE MCINTYRE,
B R O A D W E L L  R O A D

Natural 
concerns

I am responding to 
Ross King’s Dec. 16 In 
Response piece “Major-
ity may be leading us to 
wrong decisions.”

Of course climate 
change is  natural . 
Everything is natural. 
The temperature goes 
up and down. The Arc-
tic ice contracts and 
expands. Sea levels rise 
and fall. Carbon diox-
ide levels in the air and 
sea fluctuate widely. It 
is all nature’s way. Even 
human beings’ wish to 
have babies that survive 
and flourish is entirely 
natural.

It may be natural, but 
what is entirely unusual 
is (1) that cycles which 
have taken tens and 
hundreds of thousands 
of years to occur before 
are today happening in a 
mere couple of hundred 
years, and (2) a hundred 
thousand or even just 
10,000 years ago there 
were not close to seven 
billion people on Earth, 
a large proportion of 
whom are living in 
places where the effects 
of climate change are 
acutely felt — people 
who desperately want to 
survive and want their 
children to survive.

The “hysteria” to curb 
at least the anthropo-
genic causes of global 
warming had better not 
wait for the scientists to 
fi gure out exactly what 
percentage that may 
be of the total picture, 
and meanwhile we’d all 
better be figuring out 
how we and our fellow 
human beings and all 
the other life forms we 
depend upon are going 
to survive the environ-
mental changes that 
are already happening 
— whatever their cause 
may be. Is that not a 
natural concern?
MARY TOYNBEE,
S A L T  S P R I N G

No checks, 
balances

I read with great 
interest your Dec. 16 
article “Group wants 
enforcement funds . 
. . weak Trust support 
erodes public trust.”

My neighbours and 
I have had significant 
direct experience with 
the Islands Trust enforce-
ment policies and 
their staff for approxi-
mately 18 years and 
I could probably be 
counted as one of the 
parties Tony Law and 
the Trust continues to 

hear from.
As per your article, I 

believe there is no doubt 
bylaw enforcement in 
the Islands Trust has 
been underfunded and 
there is less doubt that 
many bylaws have been 
written and continue 
to be written, as to be 
unenforcable or selec-
tively enforced.

But there is a greater 
core issue that your arti-
cle has not covered. That 
is the complete lack of 
accountability enjoyed 
by the Islands Trust and 
CRD bylaw enforcement 
staff.

Unlike elected repre-
sentatives or private sec-
tor workers, the employ-
ees of the Trust and CRD 
enjoy employment his-
tories and records that 
are unavailable to the 
public who pay their 
wages.

T h e  p u b l i c  i s 
just expected to accept 
that these people are 
honest  and qual i-
fi ed. But as far as I have 
been able to ascertain, it 
is quite possible for staff 
who are likewise unac-
countable to hire cro-
nies or incompetents. 

Another large “catch 
22” that history con-
fi rms is that there is no 
fact that enforcement 
staff from the Islands 
Trust cannot counter 
by alleging they have a 
legal opinion (that you 
paid for), which you are 
not allowed to see. Con-
tradictory legal opin-
ions and facts hold no 
weight.

The Ombudsman is a 
toothless tiger that only 
makes recommenda-
tions. Aside from pony-
ing up a lot of money to 
launch a series of legal 
cases, which the Trust 
CRD staff will vigorously 
defend with your tax dol-
lars, there seems to be 
no system of checks and 
balances to protect the 
public interest.

I think the only solu-
tion is that political pres-
sure has to be brought to 
bear on our elected rep-
resentatives to ensure 
our interests are being 
protected.

The problem of the 
accountability of elected 
officials would be the 
subject for another let-
ter. 
TOM PICKETT,
L E E  R O A D

MORE LETTERS
continued from A9



• Christmas stockings  • Collars • Beds 
• Treats • Bird seed and more!

         Farm
, Fri upplie

s

Farm
, Frie

rs Supplie
s

Don’t Forget Your 
Furry Friends!      

rrs

1429A FULFORD-GANGES RD.  
MON.-SAT. 9 AM-5 PM, SUN. 10AM-2PM • 250-653-4871
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Christmas Magic at Christmas Magic at 
Boardwalk GreensBoardwalk Greens
Ornaments, fl orals, greens, decor 
and other seasonal trimmings
Handcrafted ornaments and gifts
Nested wooden dolls and 
ornaments from Russia
Bring this ad and save $5 on your 
purchases until December 24th.

250-537-5787     bwgreens@telus.net

104 Purvis Lane, Mouat’s Dockside

HOLIDAY GIFTS  BUDGET

HOLIDAY GIFTS            BUDGETFOR EVERY

Holiday 
Gift Guide

Shop at any of the participating 
businesses in the 

DRIFTWOOD GIFT GUIDE 
and fill out a ballot to win! 

HAVE A 
GRAND CHRISTMAS!!
We’re giving away $1000.00 
in Salt Spring Currency
CASH PRIZES: 1-$500.00 / 5 - $100.00

Ballots are 
available at all 
participating

Holiday Gift Guide 
Businesses

CONTEST CLOSES 
DECEMBER 24TH AT 5PM

WINNERS PUBLISHED 
DECEMBER 30TH

Mon. - Sat. 9:30 am - 5:30 pm / Sun. 11 am - 5 pm  •  250-537-1966Mon. - Sat. 9:30 am - 5:30 pm / Sun. 11 am - 5 pm  •  250-537-1966
Wed., Dec. 23 - Open ‘til 9 pmWed., Dec. 23 - Open ‘til 9 pm

DollsDolls
Books Books •• PlaymobilPlaymobil

Cars Cars • Dress UpDress Up
Magic Magic • Doll HousesDoll Houses

Music CDs Music CDs • Story CDsStory CDs
Stuffed Animals Stuffed Animals • PuppetsPuppets

Craft Kits Craft Kits • Stickers Stickers • RobeezRobeez
Groovy Girls Groovy Girls • Bath Toys Bath Toys • PuzzlesPuzzles

Thomas Train Thomas Train • Art Supplies Art Supplies • ScienceScience
Infant Infant • Schleich Animals Schleich Animals • Fairies  Fairies • Knights Knights

GamesGames
BeadsBeads

✶



Wednesday • Thursday 12:00 - 5:00
Friday • Saturday 10:00 - 5:00
166B Fulford-Ganges Rd. 
Behind Ganges Stationery

Jacket $135.95
Purse $69.95
Earrings $11.95

Gift Certifi cates Available

Dress $79.95   
Bracelet $29.95   
Earrings $27.95

364 lower ganges road
250.537.1151

gecko
green living

e

e

e

e

e

relaxing
rejoicing
reflecting

r's of3christmas

the

Q

FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES
140 FULFORD-GANGES  •  250-537-5882

SHOP LATE – SAVE 20%
-BETWEEN 6-9PM ON WEDNESDAY. DEC. 23-

Join us for drinks & shortbread 
while you pick out those last minute gifts.

Find other Aveda locations at 
800.328.0849 or aveda.com.
C

An Aveda gift makes a difference: For 3 years, Aveda has joined hands 
with families in Nepal to sustain real change and help raise household 
income by 318% and send 4,800 children to school.* Our world of gifts 
starts under $15** and includes gift cards for salon/spa services.  

©
Av

ed
a 

Co
rp

.

 *Among 21 registered forest communities, 2005–2008. 
**Suggested retail price.

129 Hereford Ave.

250.537.2700
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HOLIDAY GIFTS  BUDGETHOLIDAY GIFTS  BUDGETFOR 
EVERY

Great Locally Made Gifts
Lots of Stocking Stuffers

Gift Baskets starting under $15.00
Pints of Gelato $6.00

All natural, island made, no  ller, arti  cial  avours or colours.
Salt Spring’s only store featuring locally made 

chocolates and home made Gelato!
250-537- 4434 

100 Lower Ganges Road
(next to Pharmasave)

HARLANSSALTSPRING ISLAND BC

250-537-5660
142 Fulford-Ganges

Monday - Saturday
11 to 7

Closed Sundays

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 

from Jamie, Sherry 
and the rest of the 

Pomo’s crew!

Open until 3pm Christmas Eve for last minute stocking stuffers.Th e Upstairs  Bears 
#115-1206 E, F Grace Pt. Square.   Tues. - Sat. 11-4 PM

250-538-0964
Rona Robbins
Purveyor of Fine Teddy Bears 250 538 096Purveyor of Fine Teddy Bearss

p l e a s e  c a l l  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  o t h e r  h o u r s   /   w w w. t h e u p s t a i r s b e a r s . c o m

 40% off  off Selected ItemsSelected Items

VINTAGE • ARTIST • ANTIQUE BEARS • HEIRLOOM QUALITY

Up Up    to    to 



250-537-5148 
120 Hereford Ave.

www.islandsportstraders.ca

GLOVES • SOCKS • TOQUES
BAMBOO BASE LAYERS
HELMETS • GOGGLES
TOOLS & GEAR 
SNOWSHOES

HUGE MARKDOWNS 
ON OUTERWEAR AND 

SPORTSWEAR FOR 
THE WHOLE FAMILY!

HEREHERE
ll

S YOUR LIST...S YOUR LIST...
CHECK IT TWICE!CHECK IT TWICE!

SHOP NOW FOR BEST 
SELECTION!

ALL THE BEST GEAR…
ALL ON-ISLAND!

Acousticplanet@shaw.ca   250-537-9668Acousticplanet@shaw.ca   250-537-9668
2-150 Fulford-Ganges Rd.2-150 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

  - SHOP LOCAL -  - SHOP LOCAL -

The Perfect Gift The Perfect Gift 
for a Music Lover!for a Music Lover!
A Music Workshop A Music Workshop 

Gift Certificate.Gift Certificate.

New in 2010! New in 2010! 
Music Video CourseMusic Video Course

Recording Studio CourseRecording Studio Course
Book Now!Book Now!

5 hour Saturday Workshops 5 hour Saturday Workshops 
in 2010. Intensive studies in guitar in 2010. Intensive studies in guitar 

fingerpicking, drumming, vocals, etcfingerpicking, drumming, vocals, etc
Includes lunch & tea/coffee. Only $75Includes lunch & tea/coffee. Only $75

20%
with your 

residents card

Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 250-537-2812

 

 

  

GAMESGAMES

KLUTZKLUTZ

JIGSAW 
JIGSAW PUZZLES

PUZZLES

ART & ART & 
CRAFT CRAFT 
KITSKITS

“Thank you for shopping locally”

OFF

S A L T S P R I N G

T H I S  C H R I S T M A S

Customer Service:  250 537 1522
Visit thriftyfoods.com

Kara–Deli Clerk     Leah–Assistant Deli Manager

Same people, new platters
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HOLIDAY GIFTS  BUDGETHOLIDAY GIFTS  BUDGETFOR 
EVERY

APPLEAPPLE
PHOTOPHOTO

& & 
  IMAGINGIMAGING

250-537-9917 • 121 MCPHILLIPS AVE.          Open Mon-Fri  8:30 - 5:30  •  Sat 9:30 - 5:00 

BEAUTIFUL BEAUTIFUL 
FRAMES FRAMES 
MAKE GREAT GIFTS!MAKE GREAT GIFTS! MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Curl up with a bit of 
Christmas Cheer...in one of 
our Britto mugs!

A UNIQUE GIFT FROM A UNIQUE COLLECTION

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

250.537.5551

E
A WEEK

1

EN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

163 Fulford-Ganges Rd  250 537-2553  Open 7 days a week

   W
ishing you all Peace, Joy and Good Tides

 Heaps of excellent Gift Options & Stocking Stuffers!!

Fabulous Boxing Week Specials - 
Travelling South? 20-50% off Summer Apparel



Specials available from Opening Wednesday, March 11 to Closing Monday, March 16, 2009
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Specials available from Opening Wednesday, Dec. 23 to Closing Monday, Dec. 28, 2009

Post Offi ce Hours
8 am - 6 pm Daily

ISLANDERS SERVING ISLANDERS SINCE 1984

ORANGE CHIPOTLE BEEF CHILI
Short cuts to cooking for one or two © 2008 with 

OPEN DAILY 8 AM - 9 PM

 

• This Thursday 1:00pm - 5:30pm

• This Friday 12:00pm - 5:30pm

Come and try this wonderful dish at 
OUR WEEKLY INSTORE 
FOOD DEMONSTRATION

•What’s for Dinner?•What’s for Dinner?
     HOT CRAB DIP
         Short cutzs to cooking for one or two © 2009 with Sarah Lynn

Preheat oven to 350ºF.  
In a medium bowl, mix 1 package softened cream 
cheese, 2 tablespoons mayonnaise, 1 cup grated 
cheddar cheese, 1 can crabmeat, 1 tablespoon lemon 
juice, 1 clove minced garlic, 1 tablespoon dill, dash 
paprika, cracked black pepper, and a dash of cayenne 
pepper.  Transfer to a small baking dish. Bake in the 
preheated oven 15 minutes, or until golden brown and 
bubbly. Garnish with sliced green onions. Serve hot with 
sliced bread or crackers

Pr
In
c
c
jj

 Shopping list:

NEW!

OPEN DAILY 9 am - 11 pm
GOV’T LIQUOR STORE PRICES!

The history of chips and dip begins with the need to create 
easily prepared foods. In all parts of the world, particularly 
the Mediterranean and the 000
Far East, dipping chips, 
Bread or other finger 
foods is an integral 
part of their ethnic 
cuisines and food 
traditions.

OUROUR FAMILY FAMILY
TO TO YOURSYOURS!!

HAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYS  
FROMFROM

HOLIDAY HOURSHOLIDAY HOURS
DECEMBER 24  •  8 AM TO 6 PMDECEMBER 24  •  8 AM TO 6 PM

DECEMBER 25  •  CLOSEDDECEMBER 25  •  CLOSED

★ ★ DECEMBER 26, DECEMBER 26, BOXING DAYBOXING DAY  ★★

OPEN 10 AM TO 6 PMOPEN 10 AM TO 6 PM
RESIDENTS CARD

Santa Cruz OrganicSanta Cruz Organic

LemonadeLemonade

Residents CardRRRRRRRRRRRR idddddddddddddddddddd t C
SaltSpring Island

Salt Spring Island
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

7/7/10100000

Market

Breaker!

NO LIMITNO LIMIT

946ML946ML
GLASSGLASS
BOTTLEBOTTLE

❒  Cream Cheese

❒  Mayonnaise

❒  Cheddar Cheese

❒  1 can Crabmeat

❒  Lemon Juice

❒  Garlic
❒  Dill
❒  Paprika
❒  Cracked Black 

Pepper
❒  Cayenne Pepper

❒  Green Onion

❒  Sliced bread or 

crackers

d the 000
hips,
r 
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OPINION

❆              Ph: 250-537-5564
Fax: 250-537-1207  / 166 Rainbow Rd. / Open Monday-Friday 7 am - 5:30 pm / Saturday 8 am - 5:30 pm / Closed Sundays

Windsor Plywood 
y 
[

FINISHING...
BUILDING SUPPLIES

And

Merry Christmas
It’s Christmas, I’m pregnant,
God knows how - and now you
tell me you forgot to book a
room. Fantastic!

and a Happy and 
prosperous
New Year to all 
our friends and 
Customers,

From the management
and staff at Windsor.

HOLIDAY HOURS
Closed Early - Thurs. Dec. 24

Closed - Fri. Dec 25,  Sat. Dec. 26, 
Sun. Dec. 27 and Fri. Jan. 1

250-537-1730      Grace Point Square
Specializing in your personal insurance needs

MAFALDAMAFALDA  
HoogerdykHoogerdyk  EPC  EPC
mafalda@shawbiz.ca

Seasons Greetings
Warm wishes to my friends, 
clients and fellow Islanders. 

Health and happiness 
for the holiday season 
and the year to come.

±

±

Peter Grove, C.A., C.Med.
Mediator
                              
Effective Resolution to family and commercial disputes
Divorce; separation; estates; business

TEL: 250-537-1117   CELL: 604-341-6710 
www.petergrove.ca            petergrove@telus.net

OTHER SERVICES:  Estate administration; facilitator; 
 fi nancial & personal coaching

• 5” CONTINUOUS GUTTERS • SOFFIT
• FASCIA COVER • DOWN SPOUT 

• GUTTERGUARDS

537-1501

Caught Dreaming
What is the meaning of the word 

love?
A lot of different emotions, a lot of dif-

ferent feelings wrapped up in four let-
ters.

Love for me is eternal and obvious. 
When I’m in love people see me as being 
honest. 

Love for me means many wonderful 
things. Seeing peace in dreams is one of 
those things.
RYAN TIGHE, 
S A L T  S P R I N G

Continental drift
The Dec.  16 In Response piece 

“Going back . . . 15 million years” by 
John Heddle offers up a mid-Mio-
cene comparison with the present to 
predict that our descendants will be 
snorkelling to their favourite Ganges 
emporium. 

However, mid-Miocene sea levels 
that were 25 to 40 metres higher than 
present can be explained primarily by 
continental drift as opposed to Hed-
dle’s greenhouse gas scenario.

During the mid-Miocene an ice-
free Antarctica became sufficiently 
separated from the Australian sub-
continent to initiate the circumpo-
lar southern ocean current conveyor, 

which subsequently converted those 
pregnant seas into the Antarctic polar 
ice cap we know today. 

Continental drift probably pulled 
a similar scenario vis-a-vis the Arctic 
some 3.5 million years ago when the 
South and North American continents 
were joined, thereby setting up the 
Gulf Stream ocean current conveyor 
leading to some 30 cycles of continen-
tal glaciation in the northern hemi-
sphere. 

Anthropogenic warming will surely 
lead to climate engineering so that our 
descendants will need neither snorkels 
nor snowshoes.
DON HUMPHRYS,
R E T I R E D  C H E M I S T ,
S A L T  S P R I N G

MORELETTERS

Rants
I’m sorry that my “happily 

filled/vacancy” sign was sto-
len from Monivea B&B. Please, 
if anyone sees or knows of its 
whereabouts, call me at 250-537-
5856. I’m also sorry that my lights 
keep getting stolen.

Roses
Christmas roses to Sandra 

Smith, Annette Magled, The Nor-
dine family, Hazenboom Con-
struction, Bay Hale, D. Gent, 
Sheralin Cook, Tania Aguila, Sue 
Kernaghan and Richard Elwell, 
the Quiring family, Candace 
Sikorski, Shari Hambrook, Sha-
ron Coopman, Country Grocer 
and Mouat’s for the wonderful 
donations made towards the 
Fernwood School Christmas Raf-
fl e. The Fernwood School PAC

We wish to express our grati-
tude to everyone who supported 
the Pass-It-On Boys mentor-
ing project. What a great feel-
ing when community members 
unite to promote healthy initia-
tives to benefit youth. You vol-
unteers know that feeling. Thank 
you, from the Pass-It-On Boys.

Forty-five overflowing school 
bags of thornless roses to all our 
generous donors in support of 
the Salt Spring Centre School’s 
annual Winterfest raffle: Erin 
Porter for a two-night stay in 
Tofi no, Gecko Green Living, Salt 
Spring Coffee, Lans Hands Pot-
tery, Chikitsa Shala Wellness Cen-
tre, Salt Spring Books, Tree House 
Café, Cedar Mountain Studios, 
West of the Moon, Nordic Natu-
ral Woollens, Windfl ower Moon, 
Fables Cottage, Sarah Jane Giddy 
for a Sshimmy Energy Healing 
Session, Miki Kikuchi for organic 
whole foods, Upala Products by 
Kaia, Kristin Boyd for a Bowen 
Therapy Session and Ross Atkin-
son for a handmade wooden 
ferry boat. Thank you!

A big rose to all the great peo-
ple who helped me collect school 
supplies to bring to El Salvador. 
Andrea Sanchez

A warm rose from the south to 
our wonderful friend Lou, who 
helped us take off on our vaca-
tion. Mil gracias, Tania and Jose

Toasty-warm roses to the men 
outside Salt Spring Community 
Services last Monday night who 
pushed my car uphill through 
the snow. I pulled into the park-
ing lot, narrowly escaping the 
ditch. You ran down and pushed 
my car to safety. You were wait-
ing in the cold for a hot meal, yet 
you fretted about me not having 
a proper coat to walk home in. I 
was overwhelmed by your kind-
ness as I walked back to my cozy 
home, leaving all of you standing 

outside in the dark. Amy Geddes

Snowflake-coloured roses to 
the Falconshead Grill for anoth-
er great celebration. To Tia and 
Bill for the awesome service. But 
especially to Jesse B. for having 
such a fabulous crew and com-
ing in on your day off. We will be 
back. Sherrie, Ralph and Gary 
Blake

A giant rose for Jim Raddysh 
who stepped in at the last minute 
to fill Winterfest with laughter 
and cheer! We all really appreci-
ate your gracious attitude. Salt 
Spring Centre School families

We know we live in a very gen-
erous community, but there is 
one business that particularly 
stands out this year for the GISS 
Shop. They have supplied us with 
materials for free and tools at dis-
counted prices. It is this kind of 
generosity that sets an example 
for our students and lets them 
know that what they do in the 
shop is valued. Many thanks go 
out to Mark and the staff at Slegg 
Lumber for their unfailing gen-
erosity, from the staff and stu-
dents in the GISS Shop. Ronn 
Edmonds, Jim Watkins, Chip 
Chipman, Tracey Braiden

Armfuls of grammatically cor-
rect roses to all our volunteers at 
Salt Spring Literacy. Literacy is a 
human right, a tool of personal 
empowerment and a means for 
social development. Educational 
and employment opportuni-
ties depend on literacy and Salt 
Spring Literacy depends on its 
amazing volunteers! Extra hard-
working roses to the beautiful 
Nova who ran the centre so fabu-
lously this year!

A thousand red roses for every-
one involved in my rescue in Sep-
tember, especially the Burnaby 
family. I know it’s a bit late, but I 
am eternally grateful. Thank you 
all so much. I owe you my life. 
Ella Bronstein (the girl who fell 
off the cliff)

Roses for the rest of my life to 
Laura and Catherine — a year 
later and my story is getting bet-
ter every day. (You two rock so 
hard there are no words for it!) 

Many blessings and bunches 
of roses fall on our secret Santa. 
Thank you (whoever you are) for 
dropping off a basket of Christ-
mas crackers, jams, wool socks 
and meats to Phoenix school. My 
boys and I greatly appreciate you 
and our gifts. The act of char-
ity really warmed my heart and 
will warm our little tootsies too. 
Angela, Josiah and Isaiah

Thirty-fi ve golden roses to Pat 
Reichert and Arthur Black for the 
joy they brought to our conserva-
tion fundraiser. Islands Trust

Armfuls of Christmas roses to 
my wonderful dedicated Meals 
on Wheels drivers. Day in, day 
out they deliver hot meals in our 
community with a kind word and 
a smile and truly do embody what 
community spirit is. Their dedi-
cation and service is the strength 
behind the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram here on Salt Spring. Roses to 
you all for choosing to volunteer 
for Meals on Wheels. Catherine

Mollie Lacy and her family 
would like to send big bunches 
of roses to the fi rst responders, 
ambulance and the public who 
assisted when she had a bad fall 
in Ganges on Thursday. The spirit 
of Salt Spring was really over-
whelming. Thank you.

Bunches of Christmas roses 
to the ladies who retrieved my 
purse from the curbside in Gan-
ges and handed it in to Pember-
ton Holmes — thank you all for 
alerting me. JW

Heart-shaped red rose buds 
from the heart to my Pump Prim-
ers for doing it with heart for their 
heart. Long stretched stemmed 
roses to everyone who came and 
stretched with me at the Gan-
ges Yoga Studio and to Celeste, 
a single red rose of gratitude for 
creating such a sacred space.A 
signature rare rose to friends who 
daily acknowledge simple and 
honest friendship. A clean crisp 
rose of appreciation to Sue for 
cleaning the church.

Warm cinnamon-smelling 
roses to Jana and her great staff at 
the bake shop, a respite in a busy 
day. A Tartan wreath of roses to 
all the Scottish country dancers 
for a great year of dancing! A rose 
of fi ne detail to Diana for getting 
to the core of what matters via 
Pilates and finally, roses to the 
Driftwood for printing the “roses 
section” and giving so many peo-
ple the opportunity to say thank 
you for simple things in their 
lives. Catherine Bennett

A giant shimmering bouquet 
of red Christmas roses to the 
wonderful men who retrieved my 
keys from inside my locked car 
on the Sunday night ferry. Hope 
you all have a wonderful holiday 
season. Kathy & Dakota

Malas and mantras and jewels 
of the lotus to everyone who has 
blessed me so profoundly in the 
years of sharing yoga together. In 
peace, Celeste

A big bouquet of milky white 
roses to Country Grocer and a 
bouquet of gluten-free roses to 
Laughing Daughters Bakery for 
their generous support of the 
hot lunch program at Salt Spring 
Island Middle School. From the 
SIMS PAC

RANTS and Roses
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FAMILY
PACK

SIDNEY BY THE SEA 
2531 Beacon Ave 
Sidney

1521 McKENZIE 
at Cedar Hill Road

Victoria
PORT ALBERNI PLAZA 
3737 10th Avenue
Port Alberni

  GORGE CENTRE 
272 Gorge Road West

Victoria

QUADRA STREET VILLAGE
 2635 Quadra Street, Victoria 

SHELBOURNE PLAZA 
3651 Shelbourne Street, Victoria 

BROOKS LANDING, NANAIMO
#130-2000 Island Hwy N.

WESTSHORE TOWN CENTRE
2945 Jacklin Road, Langford

OPEN  8 AM - 10 PM  •  Except Sidney Location 8 AM - 9 PM
We reserve the right to limit quantities. Photographs used in this ad are for presentation purposes only. Some advertised items may not be available at some locations.

Prices effective December 2009

TRADITIONAL
ISLAND FARMS
EGG NOG

500

700

500 499

2 Litre Carton

1.65 Litre Tub

ASSORTED VARIETIES
LAY’S 
POTATO CHIPS

ASSORTED VARIETIES
SUN-RYPE
100% JUICE

1.36 Litre Bottle +Dep

1.28 Kg 2.84 Kg

IMPORTED WHOLE NO. 1

LARGE SIZE
CANTALOUPE

129

fresh

CALIFORNIA GROWN

BROCCOLI
BUNCH

IMPORTED SWEET

HONEY
MINI MANDARIN

1.5 Lb 
Box

freshfresh

598
OCEAN JEWEL FROZEN
SHRIMP
RING

227 Gram Box

FRESH “ALL SIZE PACKAGES”

EXTRA LEAN
GROUND BEEF

299 649

169

CANADA GRADE AA BEEF

BONELESS STRIPLOIN 
GRILLING STEAK

OLYMPIC BONELESS

COUNTRY STYLE 
WHOLE SMOKED HAM

298

Lb

13.18 Kg      3.73 Kg

14.31 Kg 6.57 Kg

198
           4.37 Kg             1.50 Kg 

CALIFORNIA GROWN

SEEDLESS 
NAVEL ORANGES

CALIFORNIA GROWN US NO. 1

SEEDLESS
RED GRAPES

68¢

2
FOR

2
FOR

3
FOR

4
FOR

3
FOR

CANADA GRADE AA BEEF CAPLESS

PRIME RIB 
OVEN ROAST

fresh

Lb

LbLb

Lb

Lb

Lb

fresh

SMOKED

Christmas Eve Open until 7 pm
Boxing Day Open 9 am - 7 pm  

Mer ry Christm  as fr om Fai rway  Mar ket !

500
fresh

COUNTRY CREAM DENALI NSA
ISLAND FARMS
ICE CREAM

58¢

235 Gram Bag

WORKS OUT TO $1.67 Box

999
           10-12 x 355 mL Tin + Dep             2 Litre Bottle + Dep

PEPSI 7-UP CRUSH 
DR PEPPER MUG’S ROOT BEER   
SCHWEPPES GINGER ALE 
LIPTON BRISK ICED TEA 
MOUNTAIN DEW

COKE SPRITE FRESCA FANTA
C-PLUS BARQ’S ROOT BEER 
NESTEA A&W ROOT BEER 
CANADA DRY 
DASANI WATER

   12 x 500 mL Bottle 500

349

READY TO SERVE
HOMESTYLE
PUMPKIN PIE

600 Gram Each

349

ASSORTED EXCEPT 100% JUICE
OCEAN SPRAY
COCKTAIL

1.89 Litre Bottle +Dep

freshfresh

Lb

2
FOR

WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON

23 24 26 27 28closed
An afternoon 
at the library
BY PETER LEVITT

I have always loved libraries.  
I love their silence, their desks and 

chairs. I love the smell of the books 
— new and old together — confi rm-
ing that there is a lineage of human 
questioning, dreaming, promising, 
leading, that is available to anyone 
who enters the library’s realm. 

I love libraries because I’ve fallen 
in love in them, and when it didn’t 
work out, I went to their safe silence 
and solitude to get over my broken 
heart. I love them for keeping me 
warm in New York City when I was 
a poor young writer (as opposed to 
the poor older writer I became), but 
I never left poorer for my visit. I love 
libraries because in the midst of a 
time where greed and consumption 
and climbing over someone else’s 
back to get ahead is the order of the 
day, learning is still so highly valued 
that libraries are free.  

I think libraries are one of our spe-
cies’ greatest inventions because no 
matter how small or humble the struc-
ture, no matter where a library may 
be found, even in an alley, a human 
being can enter and within minutes 
travel anywhere, find out anything, 
begin or learn to dream. I love librar-
ies because within their walls stu-
dents such as I remain have access to 
one of the great gifts of education: the 
ability to learn how to learn.

I mentioned that libraries may 
even be found in alleys. There’s a 
little personal history to that com-
ment I’d like to go into. I grew up in a 
working-class neighbourhood of The 
Bronx in New York City. Our library 
was situated not in an alley, but over 
one—a bowling alley. That’s where 
they put it. While sitting in the silent 
sanctuary of learning and knowl-
edge of our library, one often felt 
that it must be time to eat because 
the entire belly of the building would 
start to rumble. And this happened 
regularly after school because while 
some of us went to the library to 
study, others went to bowl. And then, 
on alternate days, the bowlers would 
study and the studiers bowl. Though, 
for sure, there were diehard studiers 
and diehard bowlers. Who knows if 
any of us turned out well?

I remember one blistering summer 
day when I was eight I decided I wanted 
to be a car mechanic. Given how many 
broken down cars there were in my 
neighbourhood, it looked like a job with 
a future. I decided a good way to deal 
with the heat was to go to the library, 
where they had a big fan, and see what 
I could learn about car mechanics. 
I told my mother I was going to the 
library, an excuse that only in my teen-
age years I came to really treasure, and 
when she asked me if I was looking for 
anything in particular, beaming with 
pride I answered, “Yes. I’m going to 
be an automotive engineer.” Don’t ask 
me where I got that phrase. Truth is, 
it felt like chomping on a big wad of 
bubblegum just to say it. My mother 
laughed quietly and asked me if I knew 
what that was — an automotive engi-
neer. I admitted that I wasn’t sure, but 
I thought it might have something to 
do with putting gas in cars or fixing 
them and I was very interested in that. 
And, besides, I told her, I’m going to the 
library to fi nd out.

When I got to the library I quickly 
went over to the card catalogue for 
subjects, pulled out the A drawer 
from its wooden casing, and began 
leafi ng through the cards in the vicin-
ity of Au. Right there, near the begin-
ning of the section, I saw a word I 
had never seen before, but was sure 
it must have something to do with 
automotive engineering. The word 
was AUDUBON. And because all the 

letters were capitalized I was certain 
this really must be some very impor-
tant part of automotive engineering. 

It was not difficult to know our 
small library well and so I went right 
over to the area where the Audubon 
books would be found. They turned 
out to be oversized books, kept on 
the bottom shelves, and as I sat down 
on the fl oor and lifted the fi rst one 
out, placed it on my small lap so that 
its large cover hung over my legs like 
wings, and opened up the pages of 
this big, big book, I could not believe 
my eyes.  On page after page were not 
cars, not autos or jalopies, but copies 
of paintings of the most wonderful, 
colourful, beautiful, never-before-
seen-by-my-eyes birds.  “These are 
birds!” I told myself.  

In The Bronx we only had sparrows 
and pigeons, and the pigeons were 
often referred to as “rats with wings.” 
But these were real birds. They fl ew 
in places far beyond the brick tene-
ments and housing projects of my 
world. They flourished in places I 
had never thought about before. And 
Mr. John James Audubon, the book 
told me, who died as long ago as 
1851, had painted these birds for a 
child just like me to see.

I sat there entranced by these 

paintings, my career as an auto-
motive engineer or car mechanic 
quickly dissipating like the aroma 
of gasoline. Downstairs in the bowl-
ing alley, undoubtedly, the stomach 
of the entire world was rumbling, 
but I did not hear it and did not 
move for quite some time. I had sud-
denly developed a new hunger that 
has lasted a lifetime and is some-
what responsible for my move to 
and love of our island. It grew in me 
right there where I sat on the cool 
linoleum fl oor of our neighborhood 
library on that godawful, miracu-
lous, blistering Bronx summer day in 
1954 when Willie Mays was astound-
ing the world with his baseball bril-
liance and I was introduced, through 
a book in the library, and despite 
the grinding wheels of the nearby 
elevated subway train, to the beauty 
of the natural world.

When I went home, arms filled 
with my newfound bounty, my 
mother asked me, with a loving glint 
in her eye, if I had found what I was 
looking for. 

“Yes!” I shouted. I could hardly 
contain my joy. 

“Are you going to be an automotive 
engineer?” she asked me, still loving 
her unpredictable boy. 

“Oh, no,” I said. I gathered up all 
my courage and tried to enunciate a 
word I had discovered in my brows-
ing through the text and paintings of 
Audubon’s books.  “I’m going to be 
an or-nith-ologist!” 

 And, who’s to say? The lives of 
poets being what they are, it still may 
come true.

The writer is a poet and Zen Bud-
dhist teacher. 

I love libraries because 

within their walls students 

such as I remain have access 

to one of the great gifts of 

education: the ability to 

learn how to learn. 
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www.gangesgarmentco.com

250-537-8999

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE
10am - 4 - 4pm

Thank you to all our 
customers for your support 

over the past year.
  We wish everyone a 
very happy and safe 

holiday season.
~Doug & Diana

OPINION

PH: 250-537-9933
FX: 250-537-2613
gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Kimberly Young
kyoung@gulfi slands.net

Rick MacKinnon 
rmackinnon@gulfi slands.net

Sharon Glynn 
sglynn@gulfi slands.net

Karen Hepp 
khepp@gulfi slands.net

FOR 
ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT:

DEADLINE: JANUARY 14   I    PUBLICATION: JANUARY 27

Contractor’s

Our Directory Our Directory 
is online!is online!

DIRECTORY
WHO’S  WHO IN CONSTRUCTION 
AND RENOVATION

COMING SOON!
2ND ANNUAL - A special supplement 

containing listings, advertisements 

and complementary editorial for 

Island contractors.  You’ll get lots of 

exposure in this directory - in print 

and on-line, when you purchase an 

ad - you will receive a free listing. 

The Contractor’s Directory will 

also be on-line - connected to both 

Driftwood Websites. 

Giant Book Sale: a huge success
BY LYNNE JOHNSON

Thank you Salt Spring for 
helping Salt Spring Island 
Community Education tri-
ple what we made last year! 
Your donations totalled over 
$13,000! Never having raised 
this much money before, it 
will take the board some time 
to decide how to put it to good 
use in furthering community 
education offerings for the 
people of Salt Spring.

Thank you to all the people 
who lined up on the Satur-
day morning of the Nov. 14 
sale in the cold. Thank you for 
continuing to fi ll the hall on 
Saturday and Sunday, and to 
those who came back a second 
or third time. Thank you to 
our neighbours who travelled 
from Parksville, Nanaimo, Vic-
toria and Sidney.

A big thank you to all who: 
filled the boxes at our three 
fi nancial institutions; dropped 
off books at our drop-off days 
at Country Grocer and the 
Farmers’ Institute; came to my 
house with your cars loaded 
with books and called to ask 
for pick-up service.

Thank you to Mitch How-
ard, for building such beauti-
ful, sturdy boxes and to Wind-
sor Plywood for giving us a 
discount toward the supplies. 
Thank you to Island Savings, 
CIBC and the Bank of Mon-
treal for allowing us to place 
our boxes there, and calling 
when they began to overfl ow 
(sometimes several times a 
week).

Thank you to Peter McCully 
at the Driftwood for once again 

giving us a discount on our 
advertising as an event spon-
sor; to Gail Sjuberg for writing 
such terrific articles and for 
volunteering as a member of 
our awesome book sale com-
mittee; to Derrick Lundy for 
taking the fabulous photo that 
was on the cover of the Nov. 13 
Weekender, and documenting 
“the big move” and the sale 
itself.

We had an energetic, hard-
working and dedicated team 
of women who volunteered 
from April through November 
to make this event possible. 
Our monthly meetings were 
productive, decisions were 
made effortlessly and we actu-
ally had fun! Everyone pitched 
in sorting and moving books, 
and worked tirelessly through 
the sale.

So, who are these amazing 
women? Gail Sjuberg from the 
Driftwood was responsible 
for marketing. Her ongoing 
articles leading up to the sale 
were terrifi c and helped give 
readers a sense of what was 
going on “behind the scenes.”

Judy Clark was responsible 
for the venue and organized 
where all the books would go 
once they reached the Farm-
ers’ Institute. Her wry sense 
of humour helped spur us on 
during those rare moments of 
utter exhaustion!

Michelle Kay was respon-
sible for volunteers. But that 
was the easy part. Being 
younger than the rest of us, 
having a teenage son and a 
truck, she became indispens-
able! During the sale she kept 

the volunteers busy and kept 
everyone’s spirits high with 
her wonderful laughter and 
smiles!

Jennifer Quick had the big-
gest job of all. She was respon-
sible for the books — over 
13,000 books! She did pick-
ups from the fi nancial institu-
tions and from people who 
were unable to deliver them 
to us.

She also taught “The Art of 
Book Packing” to those sort-
ing books — very important 
for books being stored!

Jennifer and I did the bulk 
of the sorting on large tables 
in my basement. We spent 
many hours looking at every 
single book and deciding in 
which category it belonged. 
This process was sometimes 
aided by a nice bottle of wine.

Randy Severn of 5 Star Mov-
ing came to our rescue, along 
with 15 volunteers, and moved 
over 500 boxes out of my base-
ment and into the Farmers’ 
Institute in only one and a half 
hours! A “big” thank you to 
all!

Barry at the Farmers’ Insti-
tute was a huge help and sup-
port. He estimated that 400-
500 people came through the 
doors in the fi rst 90 minutes 
of the sale! He thankfully fi xed 
the heat after a plastic bag 
blew into one of the ducts. He 
helped take down the tables 
after the sale and waited 
patiently while we tried to fi g-
ure out what we were going 
to do with the leftover books. 
Thank you, Barry.

So what happened to all the 

leftover books? Some were 
moldy or damaged beyond 
repair. Laurie Hedger kindly 
offered to take these away, 
and we thank you. Some 
went to the recycling depot, 
and we thank Peter Grant for 
that. That left maybe 2,000 
books. Dawn Luker of etcetera 
agreed to take them, and Jan 
Steinman offered his “Veggie 
Vango” truck for that purpose. 
Thank you, Dawn, and thank 
you to Jan, Isy, Judy, Michelle, 
Jennifer and Joanne for help-
ing with this fi nal move after 
we thought we were all done.

Two more important thank-
yous: to the board of Com-
munity Education for their 
dedication and help, and in 
particular to Judi Francis who 
originated the book sale, and 
who graciously mentored me 
last year. I have built on her 
success.

There remains one big 
problem. My husband wants 
his basement back, and I can’t 
really blame him. Hence we 
have nowhere to sort and 
store the books over the com-
ing year. We need at least 800 
square feet of warm, dry space, 
with easy access for cars and 
trucks, from May till Novem-
ber. For free. References pro-
vided. Please call Community 
Ed (250-537-0037) or email 
us at info@communityed.org 
if you have or know of such a 
space.

The writer is chair of Salt 
Spring Island Community 
Education and of the book sale 
committee.

What do you want for Christmas?
 BY DAVID SUZUKI WITH FAISAL 
MOOLA

 In much of the Western world, the 
December festive season has become 
little more than a celebration of excess 
and conspicuous consumption. We 
run around in malls like maniacs as we 
count the “shopping days” till Christ-
mas, searching for the perfect gifts for 
everyone we know. We stop briefl y to 
gorge ourselves on turkey and pie, and 
on the day after Christmas, we rush 
back to the malls to see what kind of 
deals we can get.

Now, there’s noth-
ing wrong with offer-
ing gifts to friends and 
family, and there’s cer-
tainly nothing wrong 
with celebrating those 
connections with won-
derful feasts. Although 
I’m not a Christian, I 
love the rituals and family 
time that come with the holiday sea-
son. But it’s gotten out of hand. It may 
be good for the economy, but is it good 
for our mental health — and is it good 
for the environment?

What’s really important as we cel-
ebrate this time of year when longer 
nights give way to longer days? I had 
a chance to think about some of these 
things this month as I prepared to give 
what has been called my “Legacy Lec-
ture” in Vancouver and to accept a 
“Right Livelihood” award in Sweden.

In writing them, I refl ected on the 
values I have learned during my 73 
years on Earth. It reaffi rmed my belief 
that our most important need as social 
animals is love. Everything else fl ows 
from this – our commitment to protect 
the environment so that our own lives 
and those of our children and grand-
children will be healthier; our recogni-
tion that we are all connected to each 
other and to the natural world through 
the air we breathe, the water we drink, 
and the food we eat; and our belief that 
all the world’s people have a right to 

justice and freedom.
Whether it’s for holy days or the win-

ter solstice — or both — this time of 
year offers the chance to refl ect and to 
be with people we love. For many peo-
ple, the solstice symbolizes renewal 
and rebirth. We should take advantage 
of this by using the time wisely. And 
maybe the wisest use of our time is not 
to run around shopping and stressing, 
but rather just to spend time with our 
loved ones and to consider what we 
can do for this Earth that gives us so 
much.

To start, we can 
make the holiday 
season itself greener. 
Gift-giving is a tradi-
tion with tremendous 
symbolic value, but 
rather than giving each 
other gadgets and 
gewgaws that end up 

in the landfi ll in less than 
a year, we should put some thought 
into gifts that are meaningful, and that 
are preferably made locally and made 
to last – unless the gift is food or drink, 
of course, even though some of the 
Christmas cake I’ve seen seems like it 
could last forever! How about recycling 
something that we’ve already used, like 
a good book? You could also consider 
gifts offered by conservation groups 
or other nonprofi t organizations that 
help advance worthy causes, or give 
a donation in the gift recipient’s name. 

To me, one of our most important 
rituals is giving gifts to others who are 
not as well off as us, either at home or 
in poorer countries.

Gift wrap and cards also have an 
impact on the environment. If you 
must wrap your gifts, save a tree and 
use recycled paper, gift wrap from pre-
vious years, or even newspaper.

I’m sure we can all think of ways to 
make this season a celebration not just 
of family and friends but of the won-
derful Earth that is our home. Have a 
happy holiday.

SCIENCE MATTERS

David 
Suzuki
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Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year
 

from Tom Varzeliotis
www.alcy.ca

Sports&
Recreation

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS 
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES

FULFORD - SWARTZ BAY 
CURRENT SCHEDULE

September 27, 2009 - June 29, 2010

Current Schedule

LEAVE 
FULFORD HARBOUR

LEAVE 
SWARTZ BAY

PhotographyPhotographic Solutions

johncameron.ca

saltspringphotos.com

logo_ad_2009.ai   11/12/09   6:25:51 PM

MORGAN
HARRISON

CRAIG 
HINDLE

STEVE 
AYDON

DAN 
EASTON

JOE
GRAHAM

JERRY
DEOL

ROB
EASTMAN

KIM
MacLEAN

ANGELA
KETCH

GREG
POWERS

DAVE
PEARS

ROSS
MCCAULEY

ERIKA
WEBB

RED
BELLIS

6300 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan    Sales & Service  250-746-7131    Parts 250-746-4466    Body Shop 250-748-4370   www.peterbaljet.com DL# 8347

USED VEHICLE EXTRAVANZA

2008 CHEVROLET UPLANDER LWB
STK# 67547A  $18,995

2007 GMC SIERRA 1500 4X4
STK#440A  $27,995

2008 FORD RANGER SPORT
STK# 33997C  $15,995

2008 PONTIAC SOLSTICE
STK#49647A  $24,995

2007 CHEVROLET OPTRA 5
STK#98882A  $10,995

2007 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 2500HD DURAMAX
STK#73303A  $37,995

2006 GMC SIERRA 1500 4X4
STK#99210K  $21,995

2004 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
STK#72538A  $15,995

2004 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
STK#82193B  $17,995

Responsible
Waterproofing

The Basement & Crawl Space Specialists™

IslandIsland

IBSG
Island Building Science Group Inc.

Make your home more Energy Effi cient!
Insulate your home! ibsg.ca

• Cold Drafty House?
• Wet Basement?
• Nasty Crawl Space?
• Spray-Foam Insulation (may qualify 

for EcoENERGY & LiveSmart Grants)
• Air Leakage and Moisture Control
• Foundation Waterproofi ng and Repair

1-877-379-2768

Before

After

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Santa hands Jet Jackson back to his dad, Billy Jackson, after visiting with the 

youngster during a special event at Rainbow Road Pool on Sunday afternoon.

RAINBOW POOL

Pool overfl ows:
course options
Something for everyone

Island swimmers have plenty to look forward to 
when the Rainbow Road Pool re-opens for business 
on Sunday, Dec. 27.

For those of you who are keen to swim off the extra 
Christmas calories, there’s no better opportunity than 
Sunday’s toonie swim from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Staff at the pool have scheduled a variety of programs 
and lessons designed to meet the needs of swimmers 
of ages and abilities as the year winds down.

It’s just in time to get a head start on all those New 
Year’s resolutions. What better way to fi nish off the 
year than with a Red Cross Swim Lesson? The eight-
session course runs from Monday, Dec. 27 to Wednes-
day, Dec. 30.

An Assistant Water Safety Instructor course runs 
from Dec. 27 to Dec. 30. The course will give aspiring 
swim instructors the basic theory they need to take 
the plunge. Students must be 15 years old or older and 
the cost for the program is $250.

Swimmers between the ages of 11 and 13 can dive 
into 2010 by taking their Bronze Star course. Classes 
are on Jan. 2, 3, 10 and 11. Potential candidates must 
be able to swim at least 200 metres (eight lengths of 
the pool). The course offers strong swimmers the 
chance to improve their skills by teaching important 
rescue skills. The fee for the course is $150.

The more advanced Bronze Medallion and Cross 
class is offered on Jan. 16, 17, 23, 24, 30 and 31.

For $255, students can take the fi rst strokes toward 
becoming qualifi ed lifeguards. Candidates must be at 
least 13 years old and have strong swimming skills.

For more information about these and other 
upcoming programs at the Rainbow Road Pool, call 
250-537-1402.

SIMS BASKETBALL

Grade 8 girls team dominates Prevost
All players add to 

points total

Intense practise by the Salt 
Spring Island Middle School 
Grade 8 girls basketball team 
paid off last week in a decisive 
victory over Prevost Middle 
School.

“The girls were eager to play 
another game after their narrow 

defeat by one point to Chemai-
nus the week before,” notes a 
game report.

The 10 girls’ hard work and 
preparation for their fi rst away 
game of the year was rewarded.

“The SIMS girls erupted onto 
the court and dominated the 
entire game with tight passes 
and vast improvement in ball 
handling skills in just over a 
week.”

The girls, coached by SIMS 
teacher Mike Miles, won 66-7 
with Nadeen Whitcutt and Han-
nah James scoring in double 
digits. 

A real team effort saw all play-
ers, including Zorah Wiltzen, 
Jasmine Cooper, Maggie Birch, 
Rowyn George, Megan Brooke, 
Georgina Byron, Cassidy Fraser 
and Shyla Lloyd scoring to con-
tribute to the win.

Photos are available for purchase @ our on-line photostore
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   
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Classifieds 
PLACE AN AD

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 310-3535 or 250-537-9933
or fax 250-537-2613

By email to classified@gulfislands.net

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3
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EMPLOYMENT ADS  
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Classifieds appear on-line at 
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LEXI GRUNDY

MEMORIAM

1 X 1.5

THANKS TO Salt Spring Cof-
fee and a huge thanks to 
Banks Thomas for helping me 
raise $1400 to build wells in 
Ethiopia. Molly Patterson.

LESSONS

TED SCOTT 

PERFORMANCE HORSES

REMEMBER LORRAINE

Have a Happy & Safe
Holiday Season

20% OFF SALE

SALT SPRING BOOKS

CD SPECIAL

FIDDLEWORKS

FOR A complete calendar of 
coming events check the Drift-
wood Community Calendar, in 
our offi ce in the  Upper     
Ganges Centre, 328 Lower 
Ganges Road, or on our web-
site at www.gulfi slands.net. 
Use the calendar for event 
planning and to make sure 
your date doesn’t confl ict with 
someone else’s.

CHRISTMAS DINNER

BRUCE WOOD’S KITCHEN

SEEDS FOR Malawi gift items 
can now be purchased at the 
SOLID exchange, 125 McPhil-
lips, Wed. – Sun., 10:30 – 
2:30.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CARDS OF THANKS

CHRISTMAS CORNER

BIRTHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS CORNER

COMING EVENTS

BIRTHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PREPAID--2X4 KAREN DAKIN
2x288.00
KAREN DAKIN 0002
BIRTHS

DRIFTWOOD PREPAID--3X11 JOAN INGRAHAM
3x792.00
DALLAS INGRAHAM 0007
DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PREPAID--2X8 YVONNE 
STEEL
2x612.00
YVONNE STEEL 0007
DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Aug. 30, 1992 - Dec. 24, 2008
We miss you so much
Love from your friends on SSI

Lexi
Grundy
7

Make 2010 a 
happy, healthy & 
prosperous new 
year.

Rita Dods

Oct.23, 1995 - Oct. 18, 2007

PLEASE DO NOT 
DRINK & DRIVE

Wishing everyone 
a happy Christmas 

season

Remember 
Lorraine Dods Moth

RIDING LESSONS 
FOR CHRISTMAS

$40/LESSON
$30/LESSON (if book 10)

TED SCOTT
250.538.8963

Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue

eat, p
  read life

 is

  si
mple

Eat, sleep,  read...
Life  

is

  si
mple

20%
GAMES,

JIGSAW PUZZLES, 
ART SETS, 

CRAFT SETS, 
KLUTZ

with your Residents Card

off

Zav RT
(aka Jamie RT)

HOLIDAY
CD SPECIAL

1 $15, 2 $25, 3 $35.
Available at

Acoustic Planet Music

Call Bruce’s Call Bruce’s 
Kitchen for all Kitchen for all 
your take home your take home 

Christmas needs.Christmas needs.
Book now for our Book now for our 
New Year’s Eve New Year’s Eve 

250-931-3399

Yvonne Catherine Steel
(nee Estabrook)
February 9, 1924 – December 19, 2009

Passed away in the company of her daughter 
April at Lady Minto Hospital on Salt Spring Island, 
BC from the complications of Non Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma.  Born in Saint John, New Brunswick to 
Joe and Myra (Bacon) Estabrook.  She is survived 
by sisters Betty Campbell and Pat Estabrook, 
children April (Gary Railer) Salt Spring Island, Chris 
(Sandy) San Diego CA, Barry (Joni) Manzanita OR, 
Nancy Houck (Bill) Waterford VA, grandchildren 
Ginger and Billy Houck. Predeceased by her 
parents, fi rst husband Bill Steel (1991) and second 
husband Armando Fabbri (1988).

Five years after moving to the United States in 
1962 Yvonne and Bill separated causing Yvonne 
to seek employment to support her three children 
still at home. During their “dancing years”, she 
and best friend Juanita Gomez took many cruises 
and trips.  On one of these cruises, Yvonne met the 
ship’s engineer, Armando Fabbri.  They had a long 
distance ship board romance which continued for 
many cruises after their marriage. In 1984, they 
retired to Armando’s native Italy. Following his 
death four years later, Yvonne then returned to 
Canada after a 26 year absence.  From her Ottawa 
headquarters she continued a peripatetic life 
traveling to Europe, visiting her kids and grandkids 
in the United States and wintering in Victoria. 

Yvonne moved to Victoria in 1997. She continued 
to travel and was an insatiable reader and writer 
with no day complete without getting outside until 
seven months ago when living with cancer required 
hospitalization. Moving to the Residential Care 
Unit of the Lady Minto Hospital for her last few 
months she was well looked after by the excellent 
staff of the ECU. She retained her positive attitude 
through life’s ups and downs to the end.  A family 
memorial will be held in the spring with remains to 
be scattered at sea. In lieu of fl owers any donations 
may be made to the Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 
135 Crofton Rd, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1T1.

Post your comments on-line
@ gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

INGRAM - Dallas Clayton
October 28, 1925 - November 17, 2009

Our family is mourning the loss of a very special and greatly loved man. 
Dal passed away peacefully at his favourite place on earth, his seaside 
home on Salt Spring Island, surrounded by those he loved. As with all 
challenges set before him over the years, he faced the fi nal one with a 
brave heart and fi ghting spirit. Dal leaves the love of his life for 64 years, 
wife Joan and beloved family, daughter Heather and son-in-law Jim 
Wild, daughter Sonia, son Chris and daughter-in-law Jacquie, daughter 
Linda and son-in-law Tom Unger, cherished grandchildren Kristin 
and Kyra Wild, Vanessa and Wyatt Unger, Allison Ingram and infant 
great-grandson, Dallas Ingram. Dal is survived by sisters Gail Moss 
(Roy), Valerie Screaton ( John); sisters-in-law Darryl Ingram, Dorothy 
Ingram; nieces, nephews and lastly, his faithful golden retriever, Goldie. 
Born in Vancouver of Norwegian and Scottish/Irish ancestry, Dal spent 
his early years in Alberni and later in Steveston. A gifted athlete, he 
excelled at everything from basketball to cycling but was best known as a 
champion high-jumper. At age 18 he enlisted with the RCAF where his 
exceptional night vision was fi rst recognized along with his remarkable 
marksmanship. Dal’s dream was to be a pilot but the war ended and 
he returned to the coast. In 1946 he met Joan (née Sileck) and in 1948 
they married and began their life together. Dal spent the next 50 years 
in the fi shing industry, working the treacherous coastal waters from the 
49th parallel to Alaska, and great distances beyond the west coast of 
Vancouver Island.  His vessel, the “Heather Isle” was the last commercial 
wooden seiner to be built at Matsumoto Shipyards in North Vancouver. 
A seaworthy vessel that travelled the coast year-round, it was considered 
one of the most photographed and painted boats on the coast. Dal 
designed and pioneered drum seining and the self-pursing winch, early 
indicators of his creative abilities that would continue to fascinate us over 
the years.  His knowledge of BC’s coast was immense and well-respected 
in the industry and he was honoured with a Certifi cate of Service as a 
Fishing Master for a vessel over 25 tons. But, more than anything, we are 
most proud of the lives he saved at sea and for always bringing the crew 
safely home. A man’s man, courageous, generous and kind, we will miss 
his fabulous sense of humour and unique way of putting his own spin on 
things, turning the most mundane event into something exciting and fun. 
Dal’s love for his family was unconditional and we are all better people 
for being under his mighty wing. We wish to sincerely thank Dr. Robert 
Crichton, Dr. David Stuart, the palliative care nurses, the Salt Spring 
Island ambulance crews, and Lady Minto Hospital for the extraordinary 
care given to Dal, and the sensitive support extended to our family while 
we cared for him at home. We have been deeply touched by the landslide 
of cards, gifts and phone calls since Dal’s passing, a true refl ection of a 
life well-lived. The family is honouring his request that no service or 
memorial be held. On the evening of his passing, Jim and Chris fi red his 
shotguns from the deck, a truly fi tting salute to our beloved captain.

Heading home for Christmas
Tree lashed to the mast

Brave the sea and bring the catch
Our Captain, home at last

But then the sea was silenced
As golden moonbeams fell

To light the passage one more time
Oh Captain, fare-thee-well.

Sonia
We love you Dad
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Who reads us?
88% of Islanders read the 

Driftwood each week.
-Combase survey

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

GULF ISLANDS OPTICAL 
has great stocking stuffers: 
Clic readers (as seen on CSI), 
cleaning cloth and cleaner 
packs featuring dogs, cats & 
classical portraits. Designer 
reading glasses, chains, 
cords, key rings and cases. 
Gift Certifi cates available. 
Seasons Greetings from       
Richard & Wendy.

INFORMATION

CARDS OF THANKS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

SWING DANCE Class, 6 
nights 7-9pm starting Wed. 
Jan. 6 at Mahon Hall. Morley 
250-537-4898 or email:          
mgallery@telus.net

INFORMATION

CARDS OF THANKS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

COMMUNITY GOSPEL
CHAPEL

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

AL’S ASIAN TREASURES

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

HOURS &

NEW YEARS

INFORMATION

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

CHILD-CENTRED 
SUPERVISED 

ACCESS 
serving Gulf Islands

 and Victoria. 
Criminal Record check. 

Supervisor, 
Geoffrey Anderson, BA. 

Lay counsellor. 
250-532-8785 or email: 

geoffreyanderson@live.com

CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
89% of islanders read the 
Driftwood each week, so you 
can fi nd what you need and 
sell what you don’t in 
the Driftwood Classifi eds. For 
private party merchandise ads 
that total a value of less than 
$200, use your Chamber of 
Commerce Residents Card 
and save 50% off the price of 
your ad. 250.537.9933, clas-
sifi ed@gulfi slands.net

IF YOUR Driftwood subscrip-
tion label has the date high-
lighted, now is the time to     
renew!

INFORMATION

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

PERSONALS

1-877-20-TAROT TO know 
everything about your future, 
love, money, health, work. 
Holidays special, $2.59/min. 
connexion medium 1-900-52-
tarot, #3486. Fido/Rogers/Bell. 
www.connexionmedium.ca. 
24h/24 7d/7.

DATING SERVICE. Long-
Term/Short-Term Relation-
ships, Free calls.1-877-297-
9883. Exchange voice mes-
sages, voice mailboxes.1-888-
534-6984. Live adult casual 
conversations-1on1, 1-866-
311-9640, Meet on chat-lines. 
Local Single Ladies.1-877-
804-5381(18+).

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND EARRING, Trincomali 
Place. 250-537-9309.

LADIES RING found in     
Ganges. Call to identify 250-
537-2791

TRAVEL

SKIING

SUN PEAKS RESORT, BC 
www.sunpeaks
reservations.com Toll free 1-
888-578-8369. Fully equipped 
hotels, studios to 4 bedroom 
condos and chalets. Ski in/Ski 
out or short walk to lifts, hot 
tubs.

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BED AND Breakfasts, Attrac-
tions, tourism operators get  
incredible exposure for your 
business…Advertise in the 
2010-2011 BC Alberta Bed    
& Breakfast directory. Call    
Annemarie at 1-800-661-6335 
ext. 744

$LOW START UP- Huge Prof-
its$ iHeater Dealers Wanted! 
#1 Portable Infrared Heater. 
As Seen on TV. Don’t Miss 
This Hot Opportunity! Call 
Now! 1-800-714-8425.

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
Rated #2 for At-Home Jobs. 
Achieve your goal. Work from 
home! Start your Medical 
Transcription training today. 
Contact CanScribe at 1-800-
466-1535, 
www.canscribe.com, 
info@canscribe.com.

SELL/RENT Your TimeShare 
Now! Maintenance fees too 
high? Need Cash? Sell your 
unused timeshare today. No 
commissions or Broker Fees. 
Free Consultation.
www.sellatimeshare.com 1-
866-708-3690.

WHAT RECESSION? This 
New company is exploding!! 
Why?  Products, Branding, 
Packaging, Science Manage-
ment, and Compensation…all 
World Class from Top to Bot-
tom. 6 fi gure earners with 
strong track records only 
please, 1-800-605-8675.

COMING EVENTS
ISLANDS TRUST--2X5 ISLAND TRUST
2x360.00
ISLANDS TRUST 0010
CARDS OF THANKS

CELESTE MALLETT--2X4 CELESTE MAL-
LETT
2x288.00
CELESTE MALLETT 0010
CARDS OF THANKS

CENTRE SCHOOL--3X2.5 CENTRE SCHOOL
3x180.00
CENTRE SCHOOL 0021
COMING EVENTS

HARBOUR HOUSE HOTEL--2X4 HARBOUR 
HOUSE HOTEL
2x288.00
HARBOUR HOUSE 0021
COMING EVENTS

UNITED CHURCH--2X2.5 UNITED CHURCH
2x180.00
UNITED CHURCH 0021
COMING EVENTS

SINGERS SALT SPRING--2X2 SINGERS, 
SALT SPRING
2x144.00
SINGERS SALT SP 0021
COMING EVENTS

PRICE, DOROTHY--2X3.5 PRICE, DORO-
THY
2x252.00
PRICE, DOROTHY 0021
COMING EVENTS

DRIFTWOOD PREPAID--2X2 KIM SYKES
2x144.00
KIM SYKES 0021
COMING EVENTS

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING HOUS--2X3 
RUN IT TILL IT SELLS
2x216.00
RUN IT TILL IT SELLS 0033
INFORMATION

ISLANDS TRUST--2X2 ISLANDS TRUST
2x144.00
SEASONS GREET 0021
INFORMATION

SALT SPRING FOUNDATION--2X2 FOUNDA-
TION, SALT SPRING
2x144.00
FOUNDATION SALT SPR 0033
INFORMATION

PARKS, ARTS & REC--2X2 PARKS, ARTS & 
REC
2x144.00
PARK OFFICES CLOSE 0033
INFORMATION

FROM THE STAFF AT 
THE ISLANDS TRUST. 

SEASONS GREETINGS

Our Salt Spring Island offi ce 
WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

from Friday, December 25 to January 1, 2010.  
REGULAR OFFICE HOURS WILL RESUME

at 8:30 am, Monday, January 4, 2010. 
We apologize for any inconvenience this may 

cause. In case of emergencies, please contact our 
Victoria offi ce at 250-405-5151

SSI United Church invites you to their 

Christmas 
Events

Phone 250-537-5812 for more information

Thurs.  Christmas Eve Candlelight                           
   Service of Lessons & Carols  
Fri.         Gary's Christmas Day Community 
 Dinner (at Meaden Hall)      
Sun.      Worship Service with Rev. Al Tysick        
                                                   

7:00 pm

12:00 pm

10:00 am

Dec. 24

Dec. 25 

Dec. 27  

250-537-2444                          gangesyogastudio.com

GANGES YOGA STUDIO

II am so grateful for the opportunity over
the last 7 years, to have assisted with you
all, in the creation of the elegant Sacred 
Space of Ganges Yoga Studio. Classes
are over for the remainder of this year. 
Please watch the website for details of our 
relocation in the New Year.

Filled with the clear energy of our intent 
to raise consciousness, I believe that our 
practice together will continue because the 
intent has been so pure.

Thank you to everyone who has graced 
this place and may you and your families 
experience the Joy of Deep Peace in your 
Seasonal Celebrations together.

May Blessings be upon us All.

With Love, Celeste.

On December 9, 2009, to celebrate our 35th 
Anniversary, the Islands Trust hosted, with the 
help of the Island Natural Growers and the Gulf 
Islands Secondary School Culinary Program, 
a very special event showcasing foods and 
beverages from the Gulf Islands. A wonderful 
dinner was prepared by some of the fi nest chefs 
in the Islands Trust area.  An auction of donated 
items from the gulf islands was also conducted 
by Arthur Black.

   The Islands Trust would like to 
thank all of the participating chefs, 

farms, artists, island businesses and 
individuals that made this special event 

such a great success.

   Proceeds from the auction will be used to 
assist land conservation efforts in the Gulf 

Islands through the Islands Trust Fund’s 
Opportunity Fund.

   In 1974, legislation created the Islands Trust 
“to preserve and protect the trust area” – a 

mandate unique to this area and the only one of 
its kind in Canada.

Harbour House Hotel
NEW YEAR’S EVE WINE MAKER’S DINNER

Dec.31st, 2009
5-Course Dinner 

Paired with Garry Oaks Wines

Using only the best, fresh,
local and seasonal products

$60.00 Dinner with Wine • $45.00 Dinner Only
7:00 to 10:30 pm 

Call Now to Book Your Seat 250-537-4700

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com and bcclassifi ed.com
Your private party (merchandise) classifi ed ad will run in our 

next 4 insertions • If you need to modify the ad or run it 
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another 

4 insertions • Extra lines at ½ price • 
Please, no more than 3 items, call 

to remove an item.

Run it ‘til 
it sells. $24.99

Run your classifi ed ad in 
The Driftwood ‘til it sells!

Salt Spring Singers Registration
Salt Spring Singers, a non-auditioned community 
choir directed by Mitch Howard, will hold registration 
and the fi rst spring program rehearsal at 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, January 5, at SSI Baptist Church, 520 
Lower Ganges Rd. Registration will close at 6:45 
p.m., with rehearsal at 7 followed by refreshments 
at 8:15. All voices welcome.

Call Lesley Reynolds at 537-4861 for a 
registration form or more information.

Christmas at the 
COMMUNITY  

GOSPEL CHAPEL
A Community Christmas 

Celebration & Living 
Nativity

Dec. 20 at 6:30 pm 
Christmas Eve Candle 

Light Service
Dec. 24 at 7:00 pm

147 Vesuvius Bay Rd.
For more info 
call 537-2622 ARE YOU LOOKING FOR

EXCEPTIONAL GIFT IDEAS?

DISCOVER INDONESIA
at AL'S ASIAN TREASURES

& IMPORTS.
10 am to 4:30 pm

TUESDAY TO SUNDAY

Metal driveway gates, stone 
& wood carvings, slate pots, 
garden fountains & statues,

& MANY more unusual fi nds.

#7 9360 Smiley Rd., Chemainus 
(just off Henry Rd. & Trans Can. Hwy.)

PARC OFFICES CLOSED
Dec 28 to Jan 1st

Open for business again 
on Jan 4, 2010                

Messages can 
be left by phone 
at 537-4448 or 
email to parc@
saltspring.com   

Connecting your giving to island needs

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher
www.dorothyoga.com

YO
GA

 - 
20

10
 S

CH
ED

UL
E

250-653-4655     dorothyoga@hotmail.com

Mon. 8 - 9am - ALL LEVELS
  The Core Inn (3rd fl oor),

 Ganges

Mon. 4:30 - 6pm - ALL LEVELS
  SSI Centre of Yoga,

 355 Blackburn

Tues. 7 - 8:30pm - ALL LEVELS
 The Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds

Wed. 9am - 10:30am - ALL LEVELS
 The Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds

Wed. 6:30 - 8pm - ALL LEVELS
  The Core Inn (3rd fl oor),

 Ganges

Thur. 4:30 - 6pm - ALL LEVELS
 SSI Centre of Yoga, 355 Blackburn

Fri. 8am-9am - ALL LEVELS
     Pranayam & meditation option at 7:15am
     SSI Centre of Yoga, 355 Blackburn

Starts
Jan. 4

Inquiries: info@saltspringcentreschool.ca

Openings for September in 
most classes. Join our dynamic 
learning community!

K – GRADE 6

355B Blackburn Rd.
250.537.9130

Where learning connects the child to the world.
Where learning connects the child to the world!

January Enrollment Open 
for Kindergarten, Grade 1-2, and Grade 5-6 classes. 
5 days a week (except Kindergarten).
Offer your child the opportunity to go beyond the BC Curriculum,
plus enrichment of: French, Theatre, Horticulture, Compassionate 
Communication, Outdoor Ed, Leadership skills, Fine Arts & Music

Inquiries: info@saltspringcentreschool.ca

News Updates

Follow the Driftwood 
on Twitter
http://

twitter.com/

GIDriftwood

GIFT GUIDE
PAGES A11-13

COMING EVENTS                                COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS                                COMING EVENTS
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Who reads us?
88% of Islanders 

read the Driftwood 
each week.

-Combase survey

CHRISTMAS
STORIES

PAGES B5-13

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

SALT SPRING LITERACY

250-537-9717

coordinator@saltspringlitera-
cy.org 

TRAIN TO be an Apart-
ment/Condominium Manager 
from home. Jobs registered 
across Canada! Thousands of 
grads working. Government 
registered. 29 years of suc-
cess. Information: 
www.RMTI.ca or 1-800-665-
8339, 604-681-5456.

HELP WANTED

ELECTRICIAN: LOOKING for 
Journeyman or 4th year ap-
prentice for residential/com-
mercial work. P/T to start, 
possibly F/T. Competitive 
wages & benefi ts. Reply to 
Dept. 14, c/o The Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Rd, Salt 
Spring Island, BC, V8K 2V3.

EMPLOYMENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT 64

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY 
as mother’s help in London, 
UK, Jan.-June, then on Salt 
Spring July - Aug. Live-in  
position in beautiful Notting 
Hill fl at. Nannying & cleaning 
req’d, hours & pay neg; all 
exp. paid. Apply to:            
robinrudgley@hotmail.com

LOCAL RESTAURANT look-
ing for kitchen help. Seeking 
dishwashers and line cooks. 
Please email resume and 
wage expectations to 
wstcoastchef1@hotmail.com 
attention Chef.

MANAGER OF TRACK - Ke-
lowna Pacifi c Railway Ltd 
(KPR) is accepting applica-
tions for our Manager of Track 
position. KPR operates in the 
Okanagan Valley and this po-
sition will work out of our Ver-
non, BC offi ce. Experience in 
all aspects of track work is es-
sential for this position includ-
ing track equipment, track 
inspections, rules and regula-
tory, budgeting, costing and 
good computer and communi-
cation skills. Please submit re-
sumes to: info@khawk.ca 
Only those candidates se-
lected for an interview will be 
contacted.

SEACHANGE SAVOURIES is 
creating a new management 
position. This job requires      
excellent communication and 
management skills. Successful 
applicant will be experienced 
with both Macs and PCs,      
Excel, Word, and databases 
(preferably FileMaker), and will 
be able to perform  basic      
technical support tasks.       
Daytime hours Monday to 
Thursday at SeaChange on 
Salt Spring Island, starting 
wage $18.00/hr. Send           
resumes to: nicki@seachan-
gesavouries.ca (no hyphen).

STORE MANAGER- Home 
Building Centre, Salmon Arm. 
Must have retail store experi-
ence in a building centre envi-
ronment. Reply to Box #6 c/o 
The Morning Star 4407 25th 
Avenue, Vernon, BC V1T 1P5 
or email resume to
john.kehler@hbcvernon.ca

WWORK ANTED

JOURNEYMAN CARPENTER 
Contractor available. Addi-
tions, renovations, solariums, 
sun decks, concrete work.  
Quality experience and integ-
rity. Jim Anderson 250-537-
0779. References.

PERSONAL SERVICES

PSYCHICS

PSYCHIC HEALING and        
intuitive counseling. In person 
or by phone. Call 250-653-
0036 or farmboy@uvic.ca

FINANCIAL SERVICES

DEBT CONSOLIDATION  
Program. Helping Canadians 
repay debts, reduce or elimi-
nate interest, regardless of 
your credit. Steady Income? 
You may qualify for instant 
help. Considering Bankruptcy? 
Call 1-877-220-3328 FREE 
Consultation Government Ap-
proved, BBB Member.

$ NEED Money $ Do you have 
a locked in pension plan from 
an ex-employer (LIRA) or 
(LIF)?  3 easy ways to help.  
Call 1-866-341-3274.

LEGAL SERVICES

#1 IN Pardons. Remove your 
criminal record. Express Par-
dons offers the Fastest par-
dons, lowest prices, and it’s 
guaranteed. BBB Accredited. 
FREE Consultation Toll-free  
1-866-416-6772, 
www.ExpressPardons.com.

COMPUTER SERVICES

HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

REPAPPLIANCE AIRS

SAM ANDERSON Appliance 
Repair. Warranty technician 
for all makes & models. Sears 
warranty rep. 250-537-5268.      

CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING services 
available. Anyone out there 
looking for help with house 
cleaning? Please call Alexa at 
537-4620 or 538-8881 cell.

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB McIvor for trouble-
shooting, software & network-
ing support.  We do house 
calls. 537-2827 or (cell)  538-
7017. Please go & back-up 
your important data now!

MAC HELP when you need it. 
shoebox/digitalmedia@gmail. 
com

CONCRETE & PLACING

GULF
COAST

MATERIALS
Serving the Gulf Islands

Salt Spring, Galiano
Mayne, Penders

250-537-2611
345 Rainbow Road

COMPUTER SERVICES

HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN

LET’S GET
STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and 
together we’ll design (or 

upgrade) your dream home. 
Through the use of computer-

aided drafting, we’ll quickly   
produce the working drawings 

you’ll take to your 
contractor.

PLEASE CALL

HELSET DESIGN
250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

HAULING AND SALVAGE

OTHER AREAS

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZERS

THE DOMESTIC 
GODDESS 

Home Management
Services

~~~
Primary &/or 

Revenue Property

250-537-1003

RECYCLING

SALT SPRING Island Recycle Depot 
is located at 349 Rainbow Rd. We 
are open Tues. through Sat., 10am 
to 5pm. This service is operated by 
Salt Spring Island Community Ser-
vices. Please call the Recycle   Depot 
at 537-1200, or Community Services 
at 537-9971 for information on mate-
rials accepted for recycling.

PETS

PETS

NOW OPEN

STAR BARKS

OTHER AREAS

REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL /INDUSTRIAL

BUILDING SALE!.... Priced to 
sell! Canadian manufacturer 
since 1980. Final Clearance! 
Special sizes. 20X24, 25X30, 
30x40, 35X50, 40X60, 48x90, 
50X110, 60X150. Others!   
Pioneer Steel Manufacturers, 
1-800-668-5422.

HOMES FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

MORTGAGES

BANK ON US! Mortgages for 
purchases, renovations, debt 
consolidation, foreclosure. 
Bank rates and many alterna-
tive lending programs avail. 
Let Dave Fitzpatrick simplify 
the process. Mountain City 
Mortgage 1-888-711-8818 
email: dave@mountain
citymortgage.ca

HOMES FOR RENT

PARKS, ARTS & REC--2X3 PARKS ARTS & 
REC
2x216.00
VOLUNTEERS WANT 0130
HELP WANTED

HAGEN’S COMPUTERS--2X1 HAGEN’S 
COMPUTERS
2x72.00
HAGEN’S COMPUTERS 0239
COMPUTER SERVICES

DRIFTWOOD PUBLISHING HOUS--2X3 
RUN IT TILL IT SELLS
2x216.00
RUN IT TILL IS SELLS 0560
MISC. FOR SALE

DRIFTWOOD PREPAID--2X1 PHILIP HARD-
CASTLE
2x72.00
PHILIP HARDCASTLE 0696
OTHER AREAS

ISLAND EXPLORER --2X5.5 ISLAND EX-
PLORER
2x396.00
ISLAND EXPLORER 0736
HOMES FOR RENT

NEW TO YOU
Find what you need and sell 
what you don’t, in the Drift-
wood New to You classifi ed 
section. For private party mer-
chandise ads that total a value 
of less than $200, use your 
Chamber of Commerce Resi-
dents Card and save 50% off 
the price of your ad. 

250-537-9933, 
classifi ed@gulfi slands.net

#1A STEEL Building sale! 
Save up to 60% on your new 
garage, shop, warehouse. 6 
colors available! 40 year war-
ranty! Free shipping, the fi rst 
20 callers! 1-800-457-2206. 
www.crownsteelbuildings.com.

SLEGG LUMBER

CALDWELL’S
OAKSPRING FARM

Local
Free Range & Grain Fed

Pork, Chicken & Beef
250-537-2152, 537-5380

Sunset Farm 
est. 1982

Naturally Grown 
SS Lamb

Gov’t Inspected

Available Year Round
Also available: wool socks,
comforters, knitting wool,

pillows, and sheepskin rugs.

250-537-2082

GOLDSTAR MICROWAVE/ 
convection oven, white, good 
condition, large capacity 221/ 
2”wx18”dx15h. $100. Also GE 
white microwave oven, in box, 
like new. $50. 250-538-1944.

FIREWOOD

Cut, split & delivered

MARCO

250-537-6170

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

OAK STEREO/ENTERTAIN-
MENT stand with 4 tinted 
glass doors (48x47x20”) with 
shelves. Perfect cond. $200. 
Call 250-537-7666.

LIONS GARAGE SALE: 
CLOSED Dec. 13 - Jan. 7. 
Thank you for your patronage!

A FREE Telephone service - 
Get Your First Month Free. 
Bad Credit, Don’t Sweat It. No 
Deposits. No Credit Checks. 
Call Freedom Phone Lines To-
day Toll-Free 1-866-884-7464.

A MOST UNUSUAL
CHRISTMAS GIFT

A New Salt Spring 
Book by award-
winning author
Roger M. Brunt 
(& Ken Byron, Sr.)

“A MAN OF HONOUR” 
Ken Byron’s 

89-year life story

For Your Copy - $22.95
Roger Brunt 250-537-4713
rbrunt@saltspring.com

AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL 
ART. Offering for sale a pri-
vate collection of works from 
Papunya Tula Artists Co-op. 
Exhibition quality, acrylic on 
Belgian linen. Investment po-
tential. These paintings depict 
ancient Dreamtime stories of 
Pintubi people from the West-
ern Desert. Works by ac-
claimed artists: Nanyuma 
Napangati (61 x 55cm) $995, 
Pantjiya Nungurrayi (91 x 
46cm) $1750, and Miriam 
Napanangka (107 x 28cm) 
$995. Includes authenticity 
certifi cate with cultural story 
and artist bio. (250) 931-
7899 ,  redochre@shaw.ca , 
www.livingtraditions.ca

FIND IT! SELL IT!
Find what you need and sell 
what you don’t - in the Drift-
wood Classifi eds. For private 
party merchandise ads that to-
tal a value of less than $200, 
use your Chamber of Com-
merce Residents Card and 
save 50% off the price of your 
ad. 250.537.9933, clas-
sifi ed@gulfi slands.net

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS. 
Best price. Best quality. All 
shapes & colours available.   
1-866-652-6837 
www.thecoverguy.com

H&H TRAILER SALE. Bow 
Valley Ford, Canmore, Alber-
ta. Thousands in discounts. 
Clearing the lot. Cargos, fl at-
beds, car haulers, goose-
necks, more! 1-800-403-0084 
ext. 257 or 
alan_way@bowvalleyford.com

**HOME PHONE Reconnect** 
Call 1-866-287-1348. Prepaid 
Long Distance Specials! Fea-
ture Package Specials!  Refer-
ral Program! Don’t be without 
a home phone. Call to Con-
nect NOW! 1-866-287-1348

NEED EXTRA Money? We 
Pay Cash for Gold! Get Paid in 
24hrs Using Our Free Gold 
Kit! Insured, No Risk, Li-
censed, Bonded.
www.nationalgoldtraders.com 
1-877-822-3GOLD.

SHIPPING CONTAINERS 20’ 
or 40’. Buy or Rent. Safe and 
secure. Easymove Container 
Services. Serving Vancouver 
Island. 1-888-331-3279.

STOREWIDE BOXING DAY 
SALE. Save up to 50% or 
More & No PST/GST On All 
New & Used Furniture, Mat-
tresses, Tools & Hdwe ‘til 5pm 
Sat. buyandsave.ca BUY & 
SAVE, 9818 4th St, Sidney.

29 STRING Celtic harp with 
soft case $700. Olds Tenor 
Saxophone $500. 537-5139.

ANTIQUES/VINTAGE

BUILDING SUPPLIES

FOOD PRODUCTS

FOOD PRODUCTS

FRIENDLY FRANK

FUEL/FIREWOOD

FURNITURE

GARAGE SALES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Free tutoring and 
resources for adults: 
basic literacy skills, 
ESL, a study centre 
and exam invigilation.

Call 250-537-9717
Email: coordinator@
saltspringliteracy.org

SALT SPRING LITERACY

GULF 
COAST 

MATERIALS
Serving the Gulf Islands

Salt Spring, Galiano,
Mayne, Penders

250-537-2611
345 Rainbow Road

• PARKING CURBS
• READY MIX
• WASHED GRAVEL
• REINFORCED STEEL
• BAGGED CEMENT

HAGEN’S COMPUTERS
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPORT
250.655.3566  #6-2353 Bevan Ave, Sidney

SCHOOL DISTRICT
#64 (Gulf Islands)

Employment Opportunity
Expressions of interest 
are requested for three 

part-time resident 
maintenance positions 

(facilities and ground) at our 
schools on Galiano, Mayne 
and Pender Islands • Hours 
of work will vary based on 

seasonal requirements. 
Average weekly hours will be 
13 • Preference will be given 
to individuals who hold trade 
certifi cates • Expressions of 

interest can be made to:
Mr. Dave Henshall

Email: dhenshall@sd64.bc.ca
Phone: 250-537-5723, ext. 11

VOLUNTEER WANTED
TO SERVE AS PARC 

COMMISSIONER
2-year term, starting Feb 1, 2010
Application forms may be picked 
up or requested from the PARC 
administration offi ce, (Mon to Fri 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm). Please submit 
your expression of interest and 
relevant previous experience, no 
later than January 15, 2010 to:
                       PARC
145 Vesuvius Bay Road
SSI  BC  V8K 1K3
Fax: 250 537-4456 or
email: parc@
saltspring.com For info call 250-537-4448

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com and bcclassifi ed.com
Your private party (merchandise) classifi ed ad will run in our 

next 4 insertions • If you need to modify the ad or run it 
again, just call us and we'll run it again for another 

4 insertions • Extra lines at ½ price • 
Please, no more than 3 items, call 

to remove an item.

Run it ‘til 
it sells. $24.99

Run your classifi ed ad in 
The Driftwood ‘til it sells!

Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount with your Residents Card.

Salt Spring
Find what you need, sell what you don’t.

Deadline 10 am Tuesday 
for Wednesday paper,

4 pm Wednesday for Friday paper.

“New to You”

warm MEXICO WINTERS
www.RealtySanMiguel.com

Now OPenNow OPen
7 DAYS7 DAYS
A WEEKA WEEK

STARBARKS

Mon-Sat  9am - 5 pm
Sundays  10 am- 2 pm

250.653.4871

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-4978

• Flooring
• Heating
• Eaves
• Plumbing
• Roofing
For all your building 

requirements, large or small!

SEE US FOR A FAST QUOTE
ON ALL YOUR BUILDING

REQUIREMENTS!

 ISLAND EXPLORER
Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services

2 Bedroom Ocean View House,
N/S, N/P, avail. Jan 1, 2009, long term...$1100 

2 Bedroom Town House,
2 ½ baths propane insert, hardwood fl oors, 
dishwasher, like new, close to town, N/S, 
N/P, avail. immed ....................................... $1350

3 Bedroom Lake View Home,
2 ½ baths, hardwood fl oors, furnished, 
washer/dryer, woodstove, live in cat, 
includes hydro, water, & local phone, N/S, 
N/P, avail. January and February
.................. ....................................................$1500

Channel Ridge Ocean View Home,
Master Suite plus 3 additional bedrooms, 
large kitchen, all appliances, extensive 
decks with hot tub, N/S, N/P, long term avail. 
immed...................................... ....................$1900

Beautiful Waterfront High End Home,
3 bedrooms plus loft, 4 baths, indoor pool, 
private dock, N/S, N/P, avail. immediately
...................................................................... $2700

250-537-4722  
1-800-800-9492

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management 
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

Photos are available
for purchase @ our on-line 

photostore
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   

FIREWOOD
SPRING SPECIAL

MARCO 250.537.6170

CUT, SPLIT 
& DELIVERED

Standing timber 
& logs wanted
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HOROSCOPE

This Week’s Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
The tree should be really shaking by now. 
Your sights are set on the future and your 
mind is open. Yet, forward is the only 
direction. Awakenings from deep in your 
soul are stirring, provoking revolution in 
thought and deed. The world needs new 
leadership; do you hear the call? Sweet 
dreams are made of these, yet the effort 
of clear focus and intent is required. Share 
your visions with those you can trust for 
support. Then intend to take it slower and 
retreat to rest and meditate and download 
your soulís instructions!

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
A good deal of activity in your public and 
professional life is keeping you active 
these days. The world is awakening to new 
realities and you are eager to be aware and 
perhaps a central part of it. Revolution is in 
the air. How are you sparking you life and 
others to new realizations? The maverick 
is the best way for you to go these days. 
This implies an inventive and perhaps even 
radical approach. How can you go against 
the grain of the status quo yet still keep all 
your friendships social connections alive? 
Choose the best, leave the rest.

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Realizing dreams is much of what makes 
life worth living. Knowing the difference 
between dreams, wishes, hopes, fantasies, 
illusions and delusion is the deeper end 
of the deal. Set a clear intention to know 
the difference. In the positive, you are in 
a good position to forge ahead. You will 
want to push through and beyond limiting 
situations and self-concepts. Meeting new 
people and making new friends is likely 
now. Some of these will be authority 
fi gures ready to respond to your requests 
and earned rewards. Expand your scope of 
infl uence and connections!

Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
Taking stock of what you have, keeping 
the best and discarding the rest, come 
into a closing phase this week. Old 
priorities, values and attitudes are due for 
replacement. To this end, you are actively 
researching the prospects. New mergers, 
collaborations and joint ventures are lining 
up for future consideration. If this is the 
case then you are probably on the right 
track. Be willing to learn as you can to 
strengthen your existing foundation. Aim 
to cultivate new skills and talents.

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
Your social scene should be very active now. 
You may also be gearing up for an exciting 
and adventurous momentum. Be willing to 
cooperate fully on all fronts. Avoid taking 
anybody or anything for granted and make 
the extra effort to back-up your work. This 
can include your computer or double-
checking all correspondences and being 
on the watch for assumptive attitudes and 
communications. A conscientious and 
security oriented approach is wise these 
days, for you. Now, tend to the places to 
go and the people to meet!

Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Taking a strong, clear look at the quality of 
your health is a central theme now. If you 
are in-tune, you have been doing this over 
the past few weeks. Persevere this week 
and follow through on taking the steps and 

initiatives to create better health. Since we 
are physical, mental, emotional spiritual 
beings, each is a square on the box that 
must be considered for the sake of your 
whole health. What old habits must die for 
your own good? Moderation is ever wise 
but balance must occur in all respects. 
Take a hard jab at the negative patterns, 
and replace them positive ones.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
What fun and games have you been up to 
lately? Hide and seek may be among them. 
Sometimes we hide and at other times, 
we seek. Something or somebody has 
likely caught your attention. You may be 
in the mood to take a few risks to realize 
a better deal. At best, you are letting go 
of old security patterns that no longer 
serve you. Be willing to go with the fl ow 
and work with the pace of change that 
is destabilizing the ground. Try to see 
if and where you are in your own way. 
Alternatively, be willing to roll the dice 
because you have to play to win!

Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
Like a phoenix, a new you is preparing to 
emerge from the fl ames. Your confi dence is 
growing on one hand, yet on the other, you 
may not be certain of anything anymore. 
This is a complex cycle for you and it 
began a few years ago! In some respects, 
it is getting even more complicated, unless 
you are learning the lesson of re-assessing 
your views, position and overall life 
situation. Consider that whatever is going 
“wrong” has less to do with what you 
“should” have done; the lord works in 
mysterious ways. Be willing to give with 
one hand and receive with the other, or 
should I say, wing!

Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Forces are at play to push you on to more 
solid ground. You job is to be aware of 
this and not to resist the fl ow. Life always 
happens for us but we do get in the way 
sometimes. Meanwhile, the time is also 
right to pull some tricks out of you hat. 
This is a good time to increase your 
network of connections and directions for 
expression. The biggest danger this entire 
year is that you will spread yourself too 
thin. Intend to secure your base with a 
promising momentum. Go for a balance of 
scope and range.

Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
The future beckons! What else would you 
like and do you perhaps need to learn? 
Education remains a highlight now. 
This can come about through books and 
education and via travel and adventure. 
Be careful of wanting more out of people 
and situations that you are fairly and 
realistically willing to put in. Take stock 
of what and whom you know. Make 
improvements, accumulate whatever 
names, and contact information you can 
now, especially for future reference. 
Important meetings, agreements and deals 
stand to go down over the next few weeks. 
Are you prepared?

Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
As the month of Aquarius ends, you will 
notice that it has been one of surprises, 
changes and new plans and intentions. 
Your focus will be sharp this week to take 
more leaps of faith yet. You are wise to 

Horoscope 
by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com

sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.888.352.2936

a r v i d @ s a l t s p r i n g . c o m

537•7148

Arvid 
Chalmers
Ltd.
Real Estate

250-537-2444                          gangesyogastudio.com

Cindy Walker, Kim Nash, Cordula Vogt, Donna 
Orsi, Elly Silvermann and Jonelle, for the exciting 
beginnings of Ganges Yoga Studio.

Morley Meyers who really made it happen, 
together with Contractors and their respective 
crews: Art Munneke, Gary Stander, Alex Arnett 
and Lee Mason.

To Rick Abramyk, a faithful “trouble shooter” 
and Leslie DeAthe for “holding course”. To Dick 
and then Mike & Renee for Property Maintenance 
and John Oblati & Angelo for the shiny windows, 
Shauna for her Virgo attentions and Ann McPhee 
for the sparkling fl oors.

Thanks everyone, it could not have happened 
without you!

A multitude of deep bows, prostrations
and ommms! Celeste

GANGES YOGA STUDIO

Thank You
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Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
You are in the mood to take deliberate 
action. It is likely you are ready 
to commit to some pretty serious 
undertakings. Gathering new tools 
and techniques, replacing old ones, is 
likely. You are wise to take a patient 
approach. Now is a good time to 
begin but set the intention to follow 
through ‘as long as it takes’. The 
ascent you are ready to start will take 
you to new heights of power, in time.

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
You may be in the mood to let go of 
old ‘stuff’ this may include traditions 
and prior notions. The time has come 
to initiate new traditions. The light 
on your path is getting brighter. Risk 
is required for success. The future 
beckons. Yet, maintain a clear focus 
on the steps required. Maintain 
a balance of awareness on the big 
picture and the details.

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
The endings hinted at over the past 
few weeks are entering into their next 
effective stage. This will continue 
for several weeks. You may be more 
open to insight and guidance than 
ever now. Your intuitions are no 
longer whispering they are a clarion 
call of trumpets. You are ready to take 
command of situations. Others may 
consider you controlling. Regardless, 
you will do what you feel you must.

Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
Relationships on all fronts are 
undergoing deep changes. At best, 
you are feeling sparked to venture in 
new directions and/or in new ways. 
The danger now is that you will 
forego what has real meaning and 
value to you personally for the sake 
of approval and ambition. Be careful 
of this attitude because you may be 
held strongly to your promises. Keep 
your ambitions within the scope of 
your actual energy levels.

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
You may notice you are paying closer 
attention to the details these days. 
This may include taking things more 
personally than you used to. Life is 
very much about energy and how we 
can make best use of our own. Avoid 
getting lost in every perceived slight. 
If you feel cynical or defensive shift 
your attitude. Focus your energies on 
the details of your art, or work, and/or 
creative projects and prospects.

Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
This time of year stands to be a 
creative period for you. Versatility, 
scope and range of expression and 
activity will serve you best. Managing 
your time well is implied. With 
Mercury retrograde, you will have to 
make extra efforts. Be as fl exible as 
you can and avoid trying to control 
the unexpected turns and/or others. 
Taking the lead for you now means 
getting our of your mind’s way and 
into your heart.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Sparking new traditions will prove 
inspiring this year. It may be that the 
new for you is adhering to what is 
established for others. You may be 
extra challenged to please ‘all of the 
people’ this year. Some will see your 
actions as unselfi sh while others may 
see them quite the opposite. With so 
much shifting and shaking close to 
home, extra efforts may be required 
to maintain balance and poise.

Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
This stands to be a very interesting 
and perhaps complex and possibly 
stressful time for you. With a New 
Year but a week away, you may feel 
ready to take some leaps of faith. You 
may not feel so sure about where, 
when and how to proceed. Be willing 
to see yourself and the world and in 
the world in new ways. Above all, 
honour your unique creative interests 
and goals.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
You may fi nally feel more grounded 
and established somehow than 
you did last month. Although the 
unpredictable shifts may continue, 
especially regarding your home and 
money or other securities, you may 
feel able to be peaceful for now. 
Above all, you want to be free. Where 
this is not available or blocked you 
will feel very rebellious. This is a 
time of truce, rest peacefully as you 
can.

Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Something new is starting in your 
life. This may imply or incur great 
responsibilities and duties. Either you 
feel that something has left you cold 
or others feel that you have been 
too aggressive. One of your core life 
challenges is to feel genuinely warm, 
inside and out, towards yourself, 
others and life in general. This is your 
next challenge. Balance this warm 
intention with deliberate focus.

Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
Working behind the scenes somehow 
is the call now. This may include 
making preparations both inside and 
out to clear, clean and prepare for a 
New Year round. Rest and retreat is 
also implied. Developing more trust in 
your own self and abilities, others and 
the world in general may be especially 
important now. Taking the time to 
count your blessings will produce 
many returns now and over time.

Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
Returns for past efforts are rolling 
in now. They can come in any form; 
gifts, promotions, opportunities, 
inspirations, new friendships and so 
on. Take note of what you notice, 
to measure how you have earned 
them. On the other hand, also take 
note of negative returns so you know 
where to focus to improve. You can’t 
change yesterday, yet you can redeem 
it with more positive choices and 
actions today.

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

REAL ESTATE listings for the 
Gulf   Islands are viewable anywhere 
in the world with internet access.     
www.gulfi slandsrealestate.ca

RENTALS

APARTMENT/CONDO

JAMES BAY, one bedroom 
fully furnished condo available 
near Beacon Hill Park. Beauti-
ful ocean and city views. Short 
10 min walk to downtown Vic-
toria, shopping, and facilities. 
Secure building features pool/ 
spa, exercise facility, and 
guest suites. Upgraded  bath-
room and kitchen with stain-
less steel appliances including 
dishwasher. One secure 
underground parking stall. In-
cludes linens, full kitchen, etc.  
$1250/month or for extended 
lease can be rented unfur-
nished. Phone 250-298-0650 
or email kensak@hotmail.com

COTTAGES

NEWLY RENO Vesuvius bach  
sep ent, nr bus, quiet area, NS 
$575 incl utils. 250-537-0008.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR RENT

NOW ONLY 2 sites avail. on 
acreage close to Ganges with 
services, bring your trailer or 
RV. $400 & $600 + hydro. 
250-537-2650 lv. message.

HOMES FOR RENT

2 BDRM HOUSE, Jan 1st, 
longterm, quiet, $800/mo. plus 
util. Ref’s req. 250-538-7795.

2 BED, 1 bath, 5 appl., 1/2 
acre, close to town. Immedi-
ately, Long term. $1200 + util. 
250-538-2323.

COTTAGES ON St. Mary 
Lake, fully furnished, NS, NP. 
Starting at $650/mo., available 
Oct. 15 to Apr 1. 250-537-
2585.

SEASONAL ACCOMMODATION

ACCOMMODATION INFO for 
the Gulf Islands is a mouse-
click away: 
www.gulfi slandstourism.com

SHARED ACCOMMODATION

SINGLE, N/S female to share 
with same, a larger 2 bdrm, 
Ves. apt. $450/mo. incl. wood, 
light, water. I am quiet, easy, 
50yr who will be around part of 
week. 250-537-2809.

SUITES, LOWER

1 BDRM ground level suite. 
Own entry, W/D, satellite. 
$700 all util’s incl. Suits one 
person. 250-537-2949 or 
email: lsokol@saltspring.com

HOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

TOWNHOUSES

3 BR, 2.5 ba, NS, 6 appl, grge, 
strge, gas fp, fnced yd/patio, 
on bus rt, nr RRU, incl. hw, 
prking, garbage, 1 indr cat OK 
Lease $1750/m + util. Avail. 
Jan 1st.  250-388-5894 or          
taitconsulting@shaw.ca.

TRANSPORTATION

AUTO FINANCING

$0 DOWN at auto credit fast. 
Need a vehicle? Good or Bad 
credit call Stephanie 1-877-
792-0599 www.autocredit-
fast.ca. $500 Free Christmas 
Cash with purchase. OAC. 
DLN 30309.

WANT A Vehicle but stressed 
about your credit? Last week 
11 out of 14 applications ap-
proved! We fund your future 
not your past. Any Credit. 
$500 Christmas Cash! 
www.coastlineautocredit.com 
or 1-888-208-3205.

CARS 

2005 SMART CAR; Cheap 
and Cheerful! Diesel; Passion 
Model; 33,000kms; One           
Persnickety Female Owner; All 
maintenance records from 
North Shore Mercedes Benz 
Dealership; A/C; Heated 
Seats; Rear De-fogger;            
Keyless Entry; Alarm System; 
Bose Music System/CD;           
Fantastic Inexpensive Island 
Car. Grey Interior/Black with 
Grey Exterior. $10,500.          
Kemble96@telus.net

MOTORCYCLES

SG POWER
SCOOTERS

Gas & Electric
Islands Largest Selection
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria

250-382-8291

SCRAP CAR REMOVAL

SCRAP BATTERIES Wanted 
We buy scrap batteries from 
cars, trucks & heavy equip-
ment. $2.00 - $12.00/each. 
Free pick-up anywhere in BC, 
Minimum 10. Toll Free 
1.877.334.2288.

VTRUCKS & ANS

1990 FORD Ranger, white, V6 
with canopy, runs well. $2800 
obo. 250-538-7077.

MARINE

BOATS

18’ WHITE fi berglass canoe, 
$400. 250-931-1370.

OUTBOARDS
Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda

Great Selections
Great Prices

SG POWER
730 Hillside Ave, Victoria

250-382-8291

SIMPLY SALT SPRING

DANCING BEARS arm & leg 
warmers at Windfl ower Moon 
until December 31.

GOTTA SELL your car, truck, 
boat, RV, trailer or motorcy-
cle? Advertise it in the Drift-
wood for 8 insertions at only 
$49.95. (Private party ads, 3 
lines, 1 vehicle per special, 
must be prepaid.) Your ad will 
appear in 8 consecutive issues 
of the Driftwood and the    
Driftwood Weekender. Your ad 
will also be posted to bcclas-
sifi ed.com & bcautocen-
tral.com. Call 537-9933 for 
details.

GULF ISLANDS Optical.  50% 
refund on the cost of your eye 
test when you purchase a full 
set of frames & lenses.  At the 
Lancer Bldg. NEW IN: “Clic” 
magnetic reading glasses (as 
seen on CSI) Clearance Sale:  
Selected  Sunglasses $10, 
Readers $10, Prescription 
Frames $35.  250-537-2648.

NEW TO Salt Spring? Call 
Welcome Wagon for a Com-
munity Visit. Gifts & greetings 
from local businesses. Haley 
250-537-1558.

RESIDENTS CARD SPECIAL
For private party merchandise 
ads that total a value of less 
than $200, use your Chamber 
of Commerce Residents Card 
and save 50% off the price of 
your ad. 250.537.9933, clas-
sif ied@gulfislands.net. Find 
what you need and sell what 
you don’t - in the Driftwood 
Classifi eds.

SWIM MEMBERSHIPS  AT
THE SUMMERSIDE POOL

Enjoy swimming on your own 
time!  Private, UV fi ltered, salt-
water pool. Open 7 days a 
week 6am. to 9pm. New re-
duced rates for 3 / 6 month or 
1 year packages. Member-
ships also include access to 
our private fi tness room. Or 
come and get energized with 
our $7 Drop in Aquafi t Classes 
every Mon/ Wed /Fri 9:30 
–10:30 am. or join our low im-
pact walking aquafi t classes 
every Mon / Wed 10:30 - 
11:30am.  For more info, call 
Julie at: 250-537-9433.

WHINERS OF THE WORLD 
UNITE. New Year’s Wine      
Maker’s Dinner at the Harbour 
House Hotel. Accepting       
Reservations.

ROYAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT--2X6 
ROYAL PROPERTY MGMT
2x432.00
ROYAL PROPERTY 0736
HOMES FOR RENT

HOMES FOR RENT

DECEMBER 14, 2009
3 BDRM 2.5 BTHRM
5 APPL FENCED GARDEN
WATERFRONT 24/7
BOOTH BAY FRONTAGE
WOOD STVE/ELECT
WORKSHOP/GARAGE
NS NP 2150. + UTIL MID ISLAND 
129567

3 BDRM 2.5 BTHRM
STRATA ADULT COMM
4 APPL FIREPLACE
LEASE ASSIGNMENT
NS NP 1425 + UTIL
MID ISLAND 105674

2 BDRM 1 BTHRM
UPPER LEVEL SUITE
WOOD/ELECTRIC HEAT
4 APPL ON BUS ROUTE
NS NP $895. + UTIL SOUTH END  
89908

3 BDRM 1 BTHRM
4 APPL W/CHAIR ACCESS
ELECT/WOOD HEAT
CEDAR PRE FAB COTTAGE
OCEANFRONT  HIGH BANK
NS NP $1675. + UTIL NORTH 
END 127254   

2 BDRM 1 BATH
OCEANFRONT COTTAGE
15 SEPT TO 15 JULY
HEAT WOOD ONLY
NS NP $1000. + UTIL
SOUTH END  88611 

Call 250.537.5577 
View @ www.royalproperty.ca

Strata/Commercial/Residential Management

2 BDRM 1 BTHRM
4 APPL  OCEANFRONT
CEDAR PRE FAB COTTAGE
ELECT/WOOD HEAT
LOW BANK ACCESS
NS NP $1700. + UTIL
NORTH END   127253

LARGE OCEANFRONT
FULFORD HARBOUR VIEW
2 BDRM 2.5 BTHRM
OFFICE AREA/ MEDIA RM
ELECT HEAT  MTH 2 MTH
NS NP $1800. + UTIL
SOUTH END  123973

LWR LEVEL APT
LARGE STUDIO SETTING
FULL BATH PRIV LAUNDRY
NS NP $ 850. + % UTIL
MID ISLAND  90959

1 BDRM 1 BTHRM
AVAIL UNTIL 1 MAY
4 APPL LAKE VIEW 
ACREAGE
NS NP $800. +UTIL
MID ISLAND 112379

2 BDRM 2 BTHRM
OFFICE AREA  5 APPL
FURN EXEC TWNHSE
NS NP $1600. + UTIL
MID ISLAND 119479

    

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria 
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com
marc@sgpower.com

SCOOTERS
Gas & Electric. 

Island’s Largest Seletion. 
Vespas • Yamaha • Honda

OUTBOARDS
Yamaha • Suzuki

Honda

Over 40 years in Victoria

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com    jay@sgpower.com

from 2 HP to 350 HP
Four strokes
New & Used

Great Selection
Great Prices

                Visit us on facebook!
www.facebook/gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Don’t miss an issue!

Purchase or renew your subscription to the Driftwood today.

(Use your Residents Card and save $5)

250.537.9933 driftwood@gulfi slands.net

y

Claudia 
Picks a 
WINNER!

THIS WEEK’S

WINNER IS 
LEN SOKOL

Come to
the Drift wood offi  ce
to claim your prize!

328 Lower Ganges Rd.
 250-537-9933

Place a classifi ed ad in 
the Drift wood & your 
name is automatically 

entered to win a
BC49 Lott o ticket.

(Tickets are held for 2 weeks 
from the date of publication. 

Unclaimed tickets will be re-
entered to our contest pool.)

All the
listings -
All the
time

   

gulfi slandsrealestate.ca
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Christmas Store Hours
Thursday, December 24th – Closing at 6:00pm
Friday, December 25th – Closed 
Saturday, December 26th – Closed 
Sunday, December 27th to 30th – Regular Hours

Merry Christmas from all of us!

It ’s easy to give

Add a Coupon to your cart!
Add a $10 or $20 coupon to your 
grocery order and help support 
your local food bank the whole 
year through. The money you give 
now helps ensure your local food 
bank can meet the need for fresh 
nutritious food 12 months of the year.

Remember you can redeem Club 
Thrifty Foods Points and use the 
savings to support Food for Families.

Thank you
f o r  g i v i n g

$10 Add a Coupon 

to your cart!

Give this Food For 

Families coupon 

to the cashier 

and we’ll make 

sure $10 gets to 

the food bank in 

your area.

It ’s easy to giveIt ’s easy to give
$20

Add a Coupon to your cart!
Give this Food For Families coupon to the cashier and we’ll make sure $20 gets to the food bank in your area.

It ’s easy to giveIt ’s easy to give

Hate it or love it: 
MMA is coming 
to Vancouver

It’s official, the Ultimate Fight-
ing Championship (UFC) is com-
ing to Canada’s west coast.

Vancouver city council voted 
in favour of allowing mixed mar-
tial arts (MMA) events for a trial 
period of two years in the city last 
Thursday, something that fans of 
the sport have vigorously pursued 
for the last few years.

The decision, however, does not 
come without controversy as the 
province of Ontario has not yet 
withered in their stance to ban 
MMA events from taking place 
within its cities. And while the 
UFC’s loyal followers in British 
Columbia rejoice, many are still 
repulsed at the sheer idea of it.

Part of the fear lies within the 
type of audience MMA fights gen-
erally attract: young men (and 
women) full of piss and vinegar 
and about seven bottles past their 
first sip of beer for the night. Loud, 
impatient and ready to see some-
one’s face get smashed is a Friday 
night for most of these people.

Yikes.
On the other hand, do these 

types of people not already show 
up to Vancouver Canucks and B.C. 
Lions games?

If you think the answer is no, 
you’re only fooling yourself. Sure, 
now there’s the whole “status” 
crowd who attend these games, 
but you still have your stereotypi-
cal obnoxious drunk guy yelling 
obscenities at the opposition in 
the name of the home team.

It’s just one of those things.
And let’s be honest now, MMA is 

without question the fastest grow-
ing sport in the world today, so in 
terms of profit, the UFC is a cash 
cow. 

Thousands flock to these often 
sold-out matches and buy the 
overpriced pay-per-views just to 
see, for lack of a better term, two 
dudes pounding the ever-loving 
crap out of each other for a living.

Somebody needs to contact 
Human Resources.

But the fact remains, if you were 

to bring a marquee name such as 
Georges St-Pierre or Brock Lesnar 
to GM Place, not only would it sell 
out but people would be willing to 
pay some ridiculous

sums of money to get in. So at 
least one thing the people of Van-
couver wouldn’t have to worry 
about is an MMA event costing 
more money then it makes.

However, to most people who are 
against MMA, it’s not about money 
so much as it is about morals. 

Sure, the violent nature of the 
sport appeals to a large audience, 
but it’s not something you’d let 
your five-year-old watch unless 
you couldn’t care less about what 
he or she is doing, in which case 
you probably should think twice 
about having kids to begin with.

There’s no debate that MMA is a 
violent sport full of blood and bru-
tality, but right now, this is what is 
selling the most seats at large ven-
ues, and as it stands, it looks like 
that trend isn’t going to slow down 
anytime soon and maybe that says 
something about the kind of soci-
ety we live in. 

But I’m not going to get all Dr. 
Phil on you and tell you what’s 
wrong and what’s right, it’s just a 
fact.

Hate it or love it, the UFC will 
be coming to Vancouver in sum-
mer 2010 and the quicker those 
opposed to it just accept the fact, 
the quicker it’ll be over and done 
with. 

And for fans of MMA, get ready 
to see some good old-fashioned 
beatdowns courtesy of Dana White 
and the gang.

LET’S TALK SPORTS

Patrick
Cwiklinski
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Arts&
Entertainment

DISTRIBUTOR OF PAPER & PACKAGING PRODUCTS

For expert advice, great service & For expert advice, great service & prices you can live withprices you can live with

SPECIALIZING IN 
BIODEGRADABLE, 
COMPOSTABLE,
RECYCLED & ALL
ECO-FRIENDLY
PRODUCTS FOR
YOUR BUSINESS!

WE CARRY 
5000 

PRODUCTS.
WITH FREE 

WEEKLY 
DELIVERY!

250-538-0111

TIERNEY’S
WHOLESALE LTD.

WE CARRY: boxes, bags, cups, containers, 
gloves, napkins, tissues, paper & plastic wrapping & more...

PLUS: products for all food service, retail, janitorial & 
commercial...including cleaning supplies.

Among the Driftwood’s top cover art contest submissions were these pieces created by Gulf Islands Secondary arts students (from left) Anika Kitka, 
Matt Beaver and Katie Melen.

BOOK REVIEW 

Passionate artists get hours in the limelight
Second volume in Unheralded 

Artists series now available

BY PAT BURKETTE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

The Life and Art of Frank Molnar, Jack 
Hardman and LeRoy Jensen, the newly 
released second volume in the Unheralded 
Artists of B.C. series from Mona Fertig’s 
Mother Tongue Publishing, is an interest-
ing read and lovely to look at, with vibrant 
colour photos of the artists’ work on virtu-
ally every one of its 146 glossy pages. 

The quality of the design, photography 
and printing is impressive, and my first 
thought was: Mona, you done good! 

Fertig’s father George was one of B.C.’s 
unheralded artists, and while a book about 
him will be next in the series, Fertig has 
made it her life’s work to help get recogni-
tion for as many of our unheralded artists 
as she can.

Certainly, this volume is a good way for 
anyone to get to know B.C.’s outsider art-
ists — people who had talent and worked 
all their lives as artists, yet never achieved 
mass recognition, often because they didn’t 
follow the artistic trends of the time. 

The book is of special interest to Salt 
Springers, since Jensen lived here until his 
death in 2005, while Molnar is still alive and 
living in Vancouver, and Hardman died in 
1996. 

There is a separate section about each art-

ist, with Eve Lazarus writing about Molnar, 
Claudia Cornwall covering Hardman and 
Wendy Newbold Patterson telling Jensen’s 
story. The authors are all well-published 
writers, with long lists of story and book 
credits.

Molnar, Hardman and Jensen were alike 
in many ways. All three taught art, both to 
share their techniques and talent and put 
food on the table. 

Molnar was one of the first art teach-
ers at Capilano College. Hardman taught 
Burnaby high school students and was the 
director of the Burnaby Art Gallery from 

1976 to 1981. Jensen resigned from teaching 
posts at UBC and the Banff School of Fine 
Arts because he disagreed with traditional 
art instruction. 

In fact, all three artists showed their mav-
erick streaks early.

Molnar fled Budapest for the United 
States during the Hungarian Revolution 
of 1956, then came to Vancouver in 1962 
to paint against the Canadian art grain. 
Lazarus says Molnar is known for his “bold 
dynamic nudes with provocative themes 
and sensuous colours.”

But Canadians apparently have never 
been keen on nude paintings. According to 
Molnar, “They think my art is disturbing for 
the children. They say they wouldn’t have 
it in their living room, wouldn’t have it in 
their home.”

Molnar’s nudes pose in vibrant blue and 
turquoise rooms with red, orange and yel-
low fl owers and vases, or are surrounded by 
green leaves, birds and a lemon-coloured 
moon. 

They’re not for the lover of pastel, but 
being beyond the pale is something Mol-
nar shared with Hardman, a sculptor and 
printmaker.

Hardman was infl uenced by cubism, and 
created semi-abstract pieces, often of fam-
ily groupings, in the ‘60s when the prevail-
ing sculpture style was non-fi gurative. 

In the book, we see clusters of his small 
futuristic figures, and larger, totemic 
stacked square and oblong shapes, their 

sides carved with symbols and patterns of 
lines. 

Hardman’s style was seen as a betrayal 
of the modern art movement, and he often 
suffered from depression and suicidal ten-
dencies as he struggled to “make it.” 

He even destroyed some of his pieces in 
desperation. When he became the Burnaby 
Art Gallery’s director, he tried to make a 
difference in the art world by giving many 
different types of artists a chance to show 
their work.

Jensen’s life was unusual from the begin-
ning. He was born in Vancouver, lived in 
China and Japan as a child, where he fi rst 
learned to draw, then joined the merchant 
navy at the age of 14 after lying about his 
age. 

He eventually studied art in Denmark 
and France. Returning to Vancouver in the 
‘60s, he found an art scene dominated by 
the tastes and trends of New York, then 
focused on abstract impressionism. 

Jensen had trouble getting an exhibi-
tion since his style was based on what he 
called four forces — movement, luminosity, 
rhythm and spirit. 

His paintings are bold visions of female 
figures emerging from complex layered 
backgrounds. 

They’re intense, almost primitive looking. 
In 1982, Jensen joined black sheep nation, 
moving with his family to Salt Spring. 

He had been a founding member of 

Mona Fertig of Mother Tongue Publishing.

BOOK  continued on B3
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Flick Pick
ISLAND STAR VIDEO presents...

250-537-4477
...your locally owned video shop!ISLAND STAR VIDEO 

New Arrivals...New Arrivals...

Public Enemies — nothing new, but not bad
Jason Tudor

• 500 DAYS OF SUMMER • ALL ABOUT STEVE
• BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT • EXTRACT

Oh, Public Enemies sure sounds like  lm 
heaven. You’ve got director Michael Mann, 
master of masculine dramas with a touch of 
action. You’ve got Johnny Depp, Christian 
Bale, Billy Crudup and Oscar winner Marion 
Cotillard. You’ve got the story of John 
Dillinger, full of shootin’, robbin’ and cocky 
dialogue.

Somehow, though it doesn’t all work, and 
now that’s truly something criminal. Ouch. 
Actually, that joke is even more criminal.

The  lm focuses on the last 13 months 
of Dillinger’s life, told in supposedly fairly 
accurate detail. Dillinger (Depp) escapes jail 
and goes on a bank robbing spree with a few 
compadres, arousing the attention of both J. 
Edgar Hoover (Crudup) and the Depression-
addled American masses. Hoover’s looking to 
drum up support for a federal anti-crime unit; 
the masses are looking for a hero.

While Hoover assigns crack agent 
Melvin Purvis (Bale) to the job of catching 
the dastardly villain, Dillinger falls for the 
beautiful young Billie Frechette (Cotillard) 
and promises her he’ll give up crime if she’ll 
just be patient for one last score. Of course, 
we viewers all know where this is going, even 
if we don’t know the real story of Dillinger’s 
last days.

This was my biggest problem with Public 

Enemies: it all felt so by-the-numbers. 
I’m not saying it’s a bad  lm, only that it’s 
exceptionally predictable. Now, of course 
Mann can’t exactly change historical fact. 
What happened happened. But the way in 
which he depicts it in terms of narrative, 
aesthetics and subtext is all standard Mann 
stuff.

Now, if you know Michael Mann, you 
know what I’m talking about. Men doing 
manly things but always with a sense of 
romantic, semi-existential angst, all the while 
looking great and gritty.

But Public Enemies doesn’t register as 
nearly as interesting as most of his other works, 
missing as it is Heat’s cacophonic street-level 
shootouts and epic Brian Eno score, Last of 
the Mohicans’ grandstanding Daniel Day 
Lewis, Collateral’s freakishly evil Tom Cruise, 
or the criminally under-appreciated Miami 
Heat’s glossy, steamy intensity. There’s just 
no reason to care about anything in this  lm 
and, given the people involved, that makes it a 
serious disappointment.

I don’t want to say that Public Enemies is 
really that bad of a  lm. It’s just nothing new. 
The key here is that a “nothing new” Michael 
Mann  lm is still better than 90 per cent of 
anything else you’ll  nd on the video store 
shelf.
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Gail Jaeger, assc. A.I.B.C.

250.537.0755
www.lightdancedesign.com

Salt Spring Island

LIGHTDANCE DESIGN - since 1988

SPACES YOU LOVE TO LIVE IN
build your dream home, renovate or 

add to your home

SOOTY IS FULL OF BEANS!
She is very aff ectionate and playful. 

All she needs is a forever home of her own!

To learn more about all of our adoptable animals, 

visit www.spca.bc.ca/saltspring

250-537-2123

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON

GISS dancers commanded the stage at ArtSpring last week.

DANCE REVIEW 

High school dancers stage
hugely  impressive show
in Do you Have the Time? 
Audience bears 

witness to emerging 

talents

BY MEGHAN HOWCROFT
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

It was a night of talent, a 
night of courage, a memorable 
night of dancing as GISS dance 
students took to the stage last 
Tuesday and Wednesday night 
at ArtSpring. 

The show, entitled Do you 
Have the Time? featured two 
groups of dancers under the 
tutelage of GISS teacher Sonia 
Langer: one group featuring 
beginner students who’d been 
dancing for the past 13 weeks 
and the other composed of Level 
Three dancers within the GISS 
dance program. 

Besides two large group num-
bers choreographed by Langer, 
the entire program consisted of 
routines choreographed for and 
by the students, which played 
on themes of love, relationships 
and what it means for young 
people today to hold their own 
in a constantly changing world.

The night opened with a num-
ber choreographed by Deena 
Whitcutt and Jacqueline Schu-
bert, performed to Lady GaGa’s 
Pokerface. 

Starting off with a poker game, 
complete with card sharks in 
black sunglasses, the piece bust-
ed out some great energy and the 
seven young ladies on stage were 
clearly enjoying every moment 
of their time in the spotlight.

Dream, choreographed and 
danced by Carly Davenport, 
Nikky Varlis-Love, Paige Penny, 
Jolen Maclean, Jenna McRobb, 
Nicole Jory and Olivia Kornels-
en, was an especially enjoyable 
number. Telling the story of a 
little girl wanting to be a dancer 
when she grows up, the piece 
featured some sweet and inno-
cent partnering to start, then 
burst into a sexier routine set to 
Britney Spears’ Crazy.

Sunshine Rhythm was full of 

bright and fascinating choreog-
raphy by student Sophia Lynn 
and featured brilliant smiles 
from dancers Nicole McMahon, 
Tiana Rumford and Samantha 
Brunt. This happy little number 
had some interesting African-
style movements and kept the 
dancers in constant motion 
throughout the piece.

Sweet Temptation, danced by 
beginners Chloe Esposito, Codi 
McIninch and Rebecca John-
stone, had more of a contempo-
rary feel and was notable because 
the dancers did a remarkable job 
of giving it their all.

I especially enjoyed Alien Inva-
sion with its creepy alien seeking 
to control the movements of two 
other dancers. This piece includ-
ed some great theatrics and the 
three dancers Linda Middleton, 
Alix Wilson and Ella Bronstein 
remained fully in character 
throughout. 

Simply Needed was simply 
beautiful and Maclean (who cho-
reographed the piece for Middle-
ton, Aileen Pang and McRobb) 
should be commended for a job 
well done. The number included 
long, fluid movements and the 
choreography utilized each girl’s 
strengths.

Langer’s group number for the 
Level Three class was complete-
ly charming. The old-fashioned 
costumes and use of cool props 
(including a home-made car!) 
added to the fun and the piece 
had the audience laughing as 
well as oooh’ing and ahh’ing.

Mission Impossible  was 
another treat, starting out with 
a seductive tango and morphing 
into a hilarious group of MI gals 
“dance-fi ghting” over their man. 
With some very serious (and 
very funny) booty shaking and 
the full commitment of every 
dancer on stage, this piece will 
go down as one for the books.

Amalia Smith shone in I Had 
a Dream, an absolutely exqui-
site piece that highlighted her 
extensive dance training. Here 
Smith was defi nitely in her ele-
ment, exuding passion, commit-

ting fully to her movements and 
creating some beautiful shapes 
on stage.

In Mad Flava, the second 
group piece choreographed by 
Langer (this time for her Level 
One class), the audience was 
surely impressed by the display 
of great footwork, cool forma-
tions and big smiles by its begin-
ner dancers.

Some small recommenda-
tions for the dancers would be to 
remember that facial expressions 
say as much to the audience as 
the movements themselves. 

A dancer looking at his or her 
feet or watching their neighbour 
for assurance takes away from 
the dance. As an audience we 
love to see dancers commit 100 
per cent and to not pull back 
or cheat the motions. After all, 
there were some beautiful rou-
tines in this performance and 
the crowd wanted to see them 
stretched out to the last possible 
moment!

Overall, what an accomplish-
ment for these beginner and 
intermediate dancers. The shows 
were made all the more impres-
sive when considering that some 
of these courageous lads and 
lasses had only been dancing for 
a little over three months. They 
defi nitely proved they have been 
exploring and fi nding the power 
within the expressive qualities 
of dance and we, the audience, 
were only too happy to bear wit-
ness to their emerging talents.

They defi nitely proved 

they have been 

exploring and fi nding 

the power within the 

expressive qualities of 

dance . . . .
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www.treehousecafe.ca              ph 250-537-5379

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!& Happy New Year!
Closed December 24-27

*Model shown is a 2010 Forester 2.5X 5MT (AJ1 X0) with MSRP of $27,945 including freight & PDI ($1,525), documentation fees ($395) and battery and tire tax ($30). License, taxes, insurance and registration extra. **2.9% Lease APR offer available on all new 2010 Forester models for 24 month lease term. Lease 
security deposit & PPSA included. License, insurance, registration dealer charges (if any) & taxes, extra. Lease mileage allowance is 24,000 kilometers per year with excess charge of $0.10/km. Other lease rates and terms available, down payment or equivalent trade in may be required. Financing and leasing programs 
available through TCCI on approved credit. †$500 bonus accessories offer applies only to retail purchase lease or finance agreements for new 2010 Forester models, concluded respectively with TCCI. Dealers may sell for less. **/† Offers valid until Jan. 5, 2010. See your local Subaru dealer for complete details.

Visit us at www.western.subarudealer.ca for more details.

With its symmetrical All-Wheel Drive 
and Boxer engine, the 2010 Japanese-
built Forester is a hit. But we want to 
make it better. So now you can load it 
up even more with $500 worth of your 
choice of genuine Subaru accessories. 
How’s that for a holiday bonus?

Lease and 
nance rates

24 mos., as low as

2.9%**

Incomparably 
well-equipped 
starting from

$27,945*

$500 Bonus 
Accessories†

F O R  T H E  H O L I D AYS

2010 FORESTER 2.5X 

2010 Forester sales are 

breaking records.
So you’re getting a big fat bonus.

Drop by today...Coffee is always on!
250-474-2211

www.saunders.subarudealer.caDL#5032

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-898-9911  • 1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

OFFER VALID 
DECEMBER 4 TO DECEMBER 31, 2009

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

unique

Grace Point Square       537-9500

frankly scarlet
jewellery

Ronald Besley 
& Sons Inc.

Design & Build
Custom houses, additions and renovations

Ronald Besley 
Lic. #29029

Tel: 
250.537.8885
rbesley@shaw.ca

Greenpeace and continued fighting for social 
environmental causes here, like preservation of 
the Texada lands while pursuing his passion — his 
art. 

With The Life and Art of Frank Molnar, Jack 
Hardman and LeRoy Jensen, Fertig has given three 
passionate artists a shot in the dark. She says she’s 
been called their Mother Teresa by BC BookWorld’s 
Alan Twigg, but she sees herself more like a much 
smaller presence.

“I’m like a little mouse gnawing at the gate of art 
history,” says Fertig. “I’m saying ‘Let these voices 
in.’”

The Life and Art of Frank Molnar, Jack Hardman 
and LeRoy Jensen is available at local bookstores, 
WinterCraft and the new Starfi sh Gallery in Grace 
Point Square. 

BOOK
continued from B1

Reviving voices 
of B.C. artists

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

WINTER 
WEAVING: Geri 

Alton from Bramble-

wood Farm does a little 

spinning during last 

Saturday’s Christmas 

market in Centennial 

Park.

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Lots of ways to ring in new year
Several events 

and PB swims 

planned 
While the Harry Manx 

evening at Fulford Hall 
has long since sold out, 
there’s still plenty of 
options for celebrating 
the new year on Dec. 31. 

At Mahon Hall,  a 
“massive all-out party” 
is promised with live 
bands from Vancouver, 
Victoria and top DJ tal-
ent direct from Hawaii 
and California. 

Joining the bill is 
local Salt Spring band 
Pulselab, headed by 
Meghan Casault, plus 
Mindil Beach Markets 
and Renegade Move-
ment.

“Expect a massive 
sound system, light 
show and top enter-
tainment talent to ring 
in 2010 in style,” says 
James Whitehead, best 
known as part of Great 
White Shark, who is 
promoting the event. 

The all-ages and all-
night show opens at 10 
p.m. Ladies are invited 
to join the party free of 
charge before 11 p.m. 
General admission is 
$10. 

At Moby’s Pub, a 
fancy dress party with 
Son De Cuba is on tap. 
Call Moby’s at 250-537-
5559 for information 

and tickets.  
Down at the Fulford 

Inn, Alf Reda and the 
crew have a special 
New Year’s Eve dinner 
planned, along with 
dancing to Dale and 
Dave. There’s no cover 
charge and the evening 
includes complimen-
tary New Year’s snacks. 

See next week’s Drift-
wood for other late-
breaking dinner and 
entertainment events 
for Dec. 31.  

On Pender Island, 
the 11th annual Magic 
Lake Lantern Festi-
val is unfolding under 
the title of the Web of 
Light. 

Events include the 
Lanterns and Light 
Parade, which travels 
from the Danny Martin 
Ball Park to the Magic 
Lake picnic area. Peo-
ple are asked to bring 
their lanterns to the 
park at 4:30 p.m. for the 
procession that begins 
at 5 p.m.

Mu s i c a l  p e r f o r -
mances, a Web of Light 
gallery of lanterns on 
display and wandering 
minstrels are all on tap 
at the beginning of the 
evening. 

Main events include 
a Whales of the Sal-
ish Sea kayak bal-
let on Magic Lake, 
Pender youth giving a 
Larger than Life cho-

reographed stilt show, 
a Web of Life shadow 
dance performance 
and a grand finale 
called The Promise of a 
New Year. 

L a n t e r n - m a k i n g 
workshops are set for 
Dec. 28, 29 and 30. Call 
Nicola Povey at 250-629-
3707 or Jude Farmer at 
250-629-6930 for more 
information, or email 
lanternfestival@shaw.
ca.

Also on Pender Island 
is a New Year’s Eve party 

at the Community Hall 
with Big House Voodoo 
and a party at Poets 
Cove Resort.

New Year’s Day polar 
bear swims are set for 
Salt Spring at Vesuvius 
Beach at 11 a.m. and 
off  Morningside Drive 
in Fulford at a time 
TBA.  Port Browning 
Marina hosts the swim 
on Pender Island at 1 
p.m., while the Galiano 
Island polar bear swim 
is at Azure Beach (off 
Ganner Drive) at noon. 

All the listings - all the time
gulfi slandsrealestate.ca
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DRIFTWOOD

SPECIAL SPECIAL 
EVENTSEVENTS

Wednesday: 
Pint Club

Beer & drink specials! 
Draws for

great prizes! Proceeds 
to local causes.

CLOSED DEC. 25 & JAN. 1 
BOXING DAY
Saturday, Dec. 26, 8-11pm
Hey Boy Hey Girl!
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Thursday, Dec. 31
Fancy Dress Party with Son de 
Cuba. Call for tickets & details.
Sunday, Jan. 2, 8-11pm
Lane 31
Monday, Dec. 28
Italian Food Theme Specials

250-537-5559

OPEN 
FOR BREAKFAST 

7-11am daily

151 Lee Rd. 250-653-9463

Salt Spring Vineyards Open for 

 Holiday Spirits!
Open Dec. 27-30 • Sat. Sun. 12-4

Sip mulled wines and choose a Holiday Wine
or Blackberry Port. (Limited release 

*Sparkling Karma* is now available for New Year's!)

PADERNO 
Boxing Week Blowout

73% OFF!
1L saucepan w/cover $92.00.

$2499

67% OFF!
Roasting pan w/rack. $149.99.

$4999

61% OFF!
Belmont 20pc stainless fl atware set, 
4x5pc setting. $89.99.

$3499

71% OFF!
25cm/10” EcoPan. Ceramic non-stick 
is 6 x stronger than traditional non-
stick, PFOA & PFTE free. $119.99.

$3499

40% OFF!
25cm/10” enamel coated cast iron 
non-stick fry pan. $49.99.

$2999

68% OFF!
HUGE 14L stock pot w/cover. 
$313.00.

$9999Dec. 27-31 ONLY

up to 73%
SAVINGS

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
Love My Kitchen Shop
140 Fulford-Ganges Rd

(250) 537-5882

Information & dealer listings: 1-800-A- NEW-POT or www.paderno.com.  Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities are limited, so please be early for best selection. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

PADERNO
                          Artistry 9pc set. Quality stainless steel with silicone 
wrapped handles for comfort and safety. 25 year warranty. Includes 1.5L, 2L 
and 3L saucepans, 5L Dutch oven, 24cm/10” fry pan, 4 covers. $549.99. 

SAVE $430!

$18999

57% OFF!
32cm stainless steel 
wok/steamer with 
tempered glass lid. 
$229.99.

$9999

68% OFF!
4L Dutch oven 
w/cover. 
$156.00.

$4999

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

AAttention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your 
opportunity for a 

great welcome visit.
Call Haley today for 
your greeting, gifts 

& useful info.
250-537-1558

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE

• Fine Custom Cabinets 
from MERIT

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Offices • Dining Rooms 

• Entertainment Units

Serving Salt Spring 
& The Gulf Islands

Carl Borgstrom
Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133
MOUAT’S TRADING CO. • DOWNTOWN GANGES • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Stuart McLean, you’re in Meghan’s sights
Everyone should practise 

their storytelling art 

BY MEGHAN HOWCROFT
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

I think I’ve discovered the perfect job 
for me — to become a professional sto-
ryteller.

I’ve been thinking a lot about story-
telling, after recently attending Stuart 
McLean’s Vinyl Café Christmas show in 
Victoria. Anyone who listens to Stuart 
McLean knows that his radio show is 
essentially a medium for great stories — 
his own, his listeners’ and those of the 
musicians who play on his show.

Sitting in the balcony of the packed 
Royal Theatre, it struck me how incred-
ible it was that here we were,1,400 strong, 
sitting quietly, listening to a man telling 
stories. 

There were no pyrotechnics, no razzle-
dazzle costumes, defi nitely no sexiness 
and absolutely no extravagance. There 
was just a man, a Christmas tree and a 
voice . . . and we had paid for the privilege 
of listening in.

Stu is certainly no Britney Spears and 
yet there we were, children, teenagers and 
every age above, fascinated by the “per-
formance.” What it is about storytelling 
that has the power to hold 1,400 people 
spellbound? Maybe it’s that it makes us 
feel like children again — children with 
imaginations as wide as the sky, children 
sitting on the rug in a kindergarten class, 
listening intently while our teacher reads 
us a story.

After all, as adults we’re rarely read 
aloud to (unless you count your husband 
or wife reading out the newspaper obits) 
and nobody tells us made-up stories any-
more (unless you watch Fox news).

I have always loved stories. I have 
memories of sleep-overs with girlfriends 
where we would lie in the dark and sim-
ply “make up stories” to one another. 

We would transport ourselves into well-
known stories like the Lady of Shalott, 
changing and adapting them as we saw 
fi t. It was pure magic.

As an adult, I’ve made it a practice to 
store my best stories in a special grab bag 
of the brain, somewhere I can draw them 
out with ease when the proper occasion 
arises. I’ve got my staples — stories guar-
anteed to draw a laugh or touch the heart. 
Just ask me about the camping incident 
with the Pee-zee or about the time a fel-
low university student sleep-walked into 
my dorm room and peed in my drawer 
(not all of my stories surround urina-
tion). I take pride in the telling of these 
stories, adding to them and reworking 
them and even telling some of them in 
this column. 

I’ve always been envious of those cul-
tures where the art of storytelling is still 
valued and honoured — those cultures 
that still have strong oral traditions where 
children are taught about who they are 
and where they come from through their 
own stories and histories.

Some might even say storytelling 
helps defi ne us as human beings. It is 
the world’s oldest activity, after all, going 
on since the first days of man. Every 
single art form is at its heart telling a 
story: writing, song, dance, poetry and 
even painting.

And yet, with the influx of texting, 
emailing and tweeting, I fear that the 
art and magic of storytelling may soon 
be relegated to the background of our 
society. While some might say these 
modern forms of communication are in 
fact methods to share our stories, I think 
they devalue the give and take of telling 
and listening to stories in person — one 
human being to another.

I have a friend who works with kids 
in the dramatic arts. One day he tried to 

play a game whereby one child would 
tell a personal Christmas story while the 
others sketched what it was they were 
listening to. The exercise proved to be 
one in futility.

“I don’t have any stories,” said child 
after child.

“What do you mean? Everyone has sto-
ries,” my friend replied, but could get no 
further with the children.

The problem here was not that the 
children didn’t have any stories to share . 
. . the problem was that they didn’t recog-
nize the stories they already owned. Kids 
today seem to think stories are things that 
happen to “other people” and don’t see 
that their short lives thus far are already 
stuffed to bursting with stories worth 
sharing.

They don’t see that the time their 
Uncle Jim drank one too many rum and 
eggnogs and got himself tangled in the 
Christmas lights is a story. Or that the 
time the Christmas tree was so dry that 
when Mom turned on the ceiling fan, it 
blew pine needles so deep into the house 
they were still picking them out of carpets 
a year later — that’s a story too.

So I hope this holiday season you’ll 
make sure to tell your kids some of your 
own stories while also encouraging them 
to tell their own. And remember . . . sto-
ries aren’t just for children. In a world 
where everything is explained and ratio-
nalized to death, storytelling might be 
the only magic we have left.

While anyone can do it, some people 
(Stuart McLean is one of them) have a 
natural gift for telling stories. I think in 
the future I might just aim to improve my 
storytelling skills and give ol’ Stu a run for 
his money. 

Now that would be one hell of a story.

Meghan Howcroft’s Live and Learn col-
umn is usually seen in the Driftwood’s 
Weekender, but the Weekender won’t be 
published on Dec. 25 or Jan. 1.

LIVEANDLEARN

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

CHRISTMAS TEDDY: Lance 

Leask has a new friend. The two 

were seen at the Legion’s Christmas 

fair and sale on Salt Spring.
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

BOXING WEEKEND 
SALE
STORE WIDE 

30%-70%OFF
 

OLD SALTYOLD SALTY
OPEN BOXING

WEEKEND
10 AM - 5 PM

sassy

Grace Point Square       537-9500

frankly scarlet
jewellery

LIMITED TICKETS!
Call 250-537-5559

Come celebrate New Year’s Eve at Moby’s and enjoy 
the live Latin sounds of Son de Cuba!

$75 tickets include a special 3 course dinner, live 
music, a complimentary glass of champagne and 

delicious snacks at midnight.

$25 tickets include live music, a complimentary glass 
of champagne and delicious snacks at midnight.

MOBY’s Fancy Dress Party

CHRISTMAS STORIES 

Love, trees, elves and rock concerts
Annual contest demonstrates 

local kids’ creativity and skill

Salt Spring Island youth and teachers 
once again seized the opportunity to cre-
ate a storm of words for the Driftwood’s 
annual Christmas story writing contest.

Following are the first and second-
place winners in the various age catego-
ries, which were drawn up based on the 
number of entries received in the age 
group. Some 170 entries were received 
in total. 

Judging was again undertaken by a 
group of retired teachers — Alex Mitchell 
(coordinator), Dan Davies, Louise Nye, 
Victoria Olchowecki and Betty Poole. The 
high school category, with stories sub-
mitted by students of English teacher 
Peggy Williams-Gerlach, was judged by 
Driftwood staff.

First and second-place winners can 
pick up cheques of $30 and $20, respec-

tively, from the Driftwood offi ce begin-
ning today, Tuesday, Dec. 22. 

The stories run on pages B5 through 
B13, in no particular order. As well, the 
honourable mention names and stories 
are listed randomly.

Age 5-7: First place, Zama Szakacs, A 
Kitten on Christmas Eve; second, Cassi-
dy Bellavance, The Christmas for Angel. 
Honourable mentions: Samantha Shoo-
re, Julia Meets the Snow Princess; Lukas 
Fisher, The Greedy Boy; Annie Bateman, 
The Winter Magic. 

Age 8: First place, Ella Baker, The Most 
Wonderful Gift; second, Davin Norgard, 
Santa’s Sick. Honourable mentions: 
Nathan Welsh, Christmas With a Mouse; 
Linnea Barrett, An Amazing Day.

Age 9: First place, Madeline Woodley, 
The Artifi cial Christmas Tree; second, Jas-
par Irwin, The Santa Catastrophe. Hon-
ourable mentions: Fae van Barstead, The 
Christmas Wish; Abe Green, The Two Elves; 
Jasper Cowell, How Calvin Saved Christ-

mas; Ty Davies, A Christmas Dream.
Age 10: First place, Julianne Robertson, 

Believe in Something Else; second place, 
Tai Jacobs, Rudolf and the North Star. 
Honourable mentions: Trent O’Donnell, 
Snow Wars; Jeyda Gordon, The Midnight 
Sleigh Ride; Scott Shields, Saving Christ-
mas; Molly James,  A Magical Christmas; 
Jackson Walde, The Touch of Ice; Catelyn 
Creswick, Believe!; Emily Elaine Christie, 
Halloween Christmas.

Ages 11 to 13: First place, Norees Gasper, 
The Little Pine Tree; second, Jenna Aston, 
The Missing Cookie. Honourable men-
tion: Becki Steel, The Year There Were No 
Presents.

Ages 14 to 16: First place, Sarah Ken-
nedy, The Snowman; second place, Nick 
Slakov, The List. Honourable mentions: 
Danica Jensen, A Kraft Christmas.; Melis-
sa Macfarlane, The Magic of Snow; Eva 
Olynyk, Christmas, Like, On Salt Spring, 
Eh?; Mariah Viberg, Winter Box of Memo-
ry; Andrea Castillejos, A Stranger’s Help. 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

HAPPY HATS: Oscar and Violet Fox stay warm 

in their hats as they play on a tire swing in Centen-

nial Park.

Believe in Something Else
BY JULIANNE ROBERTSON
AGE 10
FIRST PLACE

O
ff in the 
horizon 
Amy could 
see the sun 

set. As beautiful as it 
was, she steps away 
from the open window, 
steps back, takes a big 
breath and whispers, 
“It’s almost Christmas.” 
Then she closes the 
window. 

“Amy, time for dinner,” her 
mom yells from downstairs.

Amy goes downstairs slowly, 
walks into the kitchen and sees 
her Mom sitting with her plate 
at the table. Amy says hi to her 
mother, sits down and starts 
eating. Her Mom starts talking 
about how her brother is very 
sick and he might die. They need 
new medicine for her brother 
because the medicine spilled. 
They need a new bottle of 
medicine and there is no label.  
Christmas is only a day away 
and the doctor said he might die 
two days after Christmas. 

Amy finishes dinner, thanks 
her mom, kisses her brother 
and puts her plate in the sink. 
She says good night and goes 

upstairs, puts her pajamas on, 
and sets her alarm so she can 
wake up early. She turns off her 
light, closes the blinds, and goes 
to bed.

The next day, she wakes up 
to her alarm clock, says good 
morning to her Mom and eats 
breakfast. While eating she prays 
she can go to the North Pole to 
get the medicine for her broth-
er. While eating Christmas Eve 
dinner with her Mom, Dad and 
brother, she wishes it was the 
middle of the night so she can 
meet Santa and go to the North 
Pole.

In the night, she wakes up to 
the thudding of hooves on the 
roof. She runs to her window and 
pushes away the blinds, opens 
the window, yells, “Santa, are 
you there? I need you to take me 
to the North Pole to get medicine 
for my dying brother. It is getting 
late and he could die earlier than 
he was supposed to. I need the 
medicine now. I can only get it 
from the North Pole.” 

Santa brings his sled down and 
is hovering beside the window. 

He says, “You have to jump, 
Amy,” in a very noble way.

Amy says, “Are you sure I won’t 
fall?”

“Yes, I am sure you won’t fall. I 
am right here,” Santa says. 

Amy jumps. 
“It’s a good thing I came here 

last or else you would have to 
come with me all around the 
world which would be fun but 
we still have to get your broth-

er’s medicine very quickly,” says 
Santa.  

“Okay,” says Amy, and they 
ride to the North Pole.

When they get to the North 
Pole, Amy gets out and helps 
Santa get out the bags that were 
filled with toys and runs into 
the shop. When she gets into 
the shop, she stops where she 
is and looks all around. The 
shop was almost empty of toys. 
Since Santa had already made 
his trip there were no toys. The 
elves were running all around 
cleaning the spots that were 
fi lled with toys for so long it was 
dusty. Once they saw Amy, they 
stopped in their path. Amy said 
“hi” to all of them at once and 
started explaining to the closest 
Elf why she was there. The Elf 
said he could make that kind of 
medicine if he could get one of 
the ingredients. 

Amy put down the bags where 
she was standing and the Elf ran 
to Santa and explained what 
they were doing. Amy and the 
Elf set off on their journey. 

The Elf remembered he had a 
stash in the shed with the rein-
deer so they ran to the reindeer 
and got the ingredient. The Elf 
made the medicine very quickly. 
Amy said thank you to the Elf. 
Amy and Santa ran off in the sled 
as quickly as possible. 

On Christmas morning she 
gave her brother the medicine. 
Her brother did not die and she 
was very grateful for Santa and 
the Elf.

The Artifi cial Christmas Tree
BY MADELINE WOODLEY
AGE 9
FIRST PLACE

I
t all started one cold and 
starry night a few days 
before Christmas. Ruby 
was walking up her long 

driveway with her Dad. 
They had been down with some pellets 

for the wild rabbit which they had discov-
ered living on their property. The pellets 
were supposed to make the winter easier 
to survive for the little animal with tan fur 
and a tail as white as snow.

Ruby was an average nine-year-old 
girl with long auburn hair, brown eyes 
and a golden complexion. As she walked 
alongside her father, doubtful thoughts 
ran through her head. You see, a few days 
before, Ruby’s parents had bought an 
artifi cial bayberry spruce Christmas tree 
with the lights already on it. They had 

gotten it because they felt that it would 
last them for years, as long as they took 
care of it, and it would save them the 
yearly sight of the live Christmas tree 
dying in front of their eyes.

Because of this, Ruby felt that it just 
wouldn’t, it just couldn’t be Christmas. Not 
without the fun of choosing a tree from the 
Boy Scouts at Windsor Plywood or with-
out the smell of the fresh evergreen. These 
thoughts were still going around in her head 
when she and her father reached home. As 
the two entered the house they saw Ruby’s 
Mom and siblings trying to decide whether 
to put up the star or the angel. Finally they 
decided on the star.  Their two-year-old 
brother clapped in delight. It almost looks 
real, thought Ruby . . . but only for a second 
because she quickly banished the thought 
from her mind.

Her mother sensed her daughter’s dis-
appointment and, gently taking a blue 
box, walked towards Ruby. 

“Here,” her mother said softly, “pick a 
tree to hang these on.”

Ruby, still bundled up from the walk, 
went out to the front yard. She chose a 
small fi r tree that was full of suet balls 
for the birds to feed on. She hung them 
all and stood back to look at the tree. 
Something was still missing so she went 
inside. A few moments later she came 
back out with her hands full of beauti-
ful ribbon. Stringing it from branch to 
branch she fi nished decorating the little 
tree. As Ruby turned to go inside to join 
her family she felt happy and peaceful. 
Now she understood what her parents 
meant and accepted the artificial tree 
with an open heart. 

When Ruby woke up on Christmas 
morning she looked out her window and 
was greeted by the loveliest sight she had 
ever seen. The little tree she had decorat-
ed was full of birds enjoying a Christmas 
feast! Ruby turned away from the window 
and walked downstairs. There was the 
artifi cial tree in all its glory. Ruby smiled. 
This was going to be a perfect Christmas 
after all.

Do you have something to 
say about a story or letter?

Comment on-line
@ gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   



What’s On This Week

Wed.Wed.
Dec. 23

Easter Dinner at...

121 Upper Ganges Rd.    250-537-4700

SALT SPRING’S ONLY AUDUBON ECO-RATED ACCOMMODATION

Harbour House Hotel

NEW YEAR’S EVE
WINE MAKER’S DINNER

Dec.31st, 2009
5-Course Dinner 

Paired with Garry Oaks Wines
Using only the best, fresh,

local and seasonal products
$60.00 Dinner with Wine

$45.00 Dinner Only
7:00 to 10:30 pm 

Call Now to Book Your Seat
250-537-4700

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certifi ed by the
Space Foundation

Squeeze Me!!Squeeze Me!!

1-800-8874321
www.tempurcanada.com

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada

Sun.Sun.
Dec. 27
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at Central Hall call 537-4656 for showtimes & info     www.thefritz.ca     May 16 - May 20   at Central Hall call 250-537-4656 for showtimes & info  www.thefritz.ca  Fri. Dec. 26 - Tues. Dec. 29 - closed Christmas Day

Sat. Mon. Tues. 7 pmSat. Mon. Tues. 7 pm
Sun. 4 pm Matinee + 7pm show!

1 hr 28 mins
Rating: PG

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

 CINEMA

What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

WE MAKE WINE FUN AND AFFORDABLE HARRY GERRY

131 Price Road             250-931-1963   Hours: Tues. - Sat. 12:30 - 4:30 or by appt.

The Wine Cellar
On Premises Wine and Beer Making

• Premium Wine and Beer Kits
• Full selection of wine and beer supplies for home brewing

w w w. g u l f i s l a n d s t o u r i s m . co m / c a l e n d a r. h t m

Fantastic Mr. Fox -  Mr and Mrs Fox live an idyllic home life with their son Ash and visiting young 
nephew Kristopherson. But after 12 years, the bucolic existence proves too much for Mr Fox’s wild 
animal instincts. Soon he slips back into his old ways as a sneaky chicken thief and in doing so, 
endangers not only his beloved family, but the whole animal community. Trapped underground 
and with not enough food to go around, the animals band together to fight against the evil 
Farmers — Boggis, Bunce and Bean — who are determined to capture the audacious, fantastic 
Mr Fox at any cost.  Based on Charlie & the Chocolate Factory author Roald Dahl’s classic book. 
Stars George Clooney, Meryl Streep, Bill Murray & Jason Swartzman
The Blind Side with Sandra Bullock plays next at The Fritz!

•  ArtSpring Lobby Show for your holiday enjoyment is work by Nixie Gerbitz, Suzanne 
Prendergast, Margaret Threlfall and Beth Threlfall. Runs to Jan. 2. 

•  Salt Spring Artists’ Gallery presents The Big Small Show at 135 McPhillips Ave. through 
December. 

•  Starfish Gallery & Studio is Salt Spring’s newest fine art gallery, open at 1108 Grace Point 
Square. Fine art photography plus new etchings from Anais La Rue. 

•  Roderick Shoolbraid’s Nature 2008-09 is the December exhibit at the Salt Spring Coffee 
Company Cafe in Ganges.

• Mikaela Heydemann shows her artwork at Barb’s Bakery & Bistro through December.
• Lisa Lipsett is exhibiting her work at Island Savings Credit Union.
• Shari Macdonald shows new photos at Jana’s Bake Shop.

Creekhouse Christmas. 
Santa visits Island Star Video 
and Mark’s WorkWearhouse, 
plus Acoustic Planet, Orca 
Electronics, SS Soapworks 
and Windfl ower Moon. With 
music, hot chocolate, spiced 
cider. 5-8 p.m. 
Food Bank Collection.
Island Star will give a free 
rental to anyone who brings 
a donation for the food bank 
between 6 and 8 p.m. 

SS Christmas Bird Count.
Annual bird count on Salt Spring. 
Call John de Haan at 250-537-8329 
for info or to participate.

No activities scheduled at this 
time.

The Barley Brothers.
Still alive and un-plugged. Every 
Sunday at the Fulford Inn. 6:30 
p.m. 

Leather Mask Making Class.
Led by Andrea Russell. All 
proceeds buy toys for refugee 
children on the Thai-Burmese 
border. 2 to 6 p.m. Register: 
Andrea, 250-537-5834.
Worship Service with Rev. Al 
Tysick.
At SS United Church with leader 
of Our Place in Victoria. 10 a.m.

  ACTIVITIES  ACTIVITIES

Our Calendar - on your smartphone

On your smartphone, go to getscanlife.com and download 
the free software. Use the scanlife software to take photos or 

scan the barcode. Information in the barcode will 
direct your mobile browser to the on-line version 

of the Driftwood’s What’s On Calendar.

  ACTIVITIES

Thurs.Thurs.
Dec. 24

No activities scheduled at 
this time.

Gary’s Community Christmas 
Dinner.
Dinner for everyone at Meaden 
Hall. Noon to 2 p.m.
Christmas at The Local.
The Local Pub is open from noon 
to 6 p.m. for “show & tell.”
Traditional Christmas Dinner.
At the Harbour House.

Fri.Fri.
Dec. 25

  ACTIVITIES

Sat.Sat.
Dec. 26

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Run your classifi ed ad in the Driftwood til it sells! 
The fi ne print: Your private party (merchandise) classifi ed ad will run the next 
4 insertions of the Driftwood and Driftwood Weekender.  If you need to modify the ad
or run it again, just call us and we'll run it again for another 4 insertions.
Extra lines at 1/2 price.
Please, no more than 3 items in the ad, please call to remove an item but not add one.

All ads appear on-line at:
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com and bcclassifi ed.com.
Phone: 250-537-9933
Email: classifi ed @gulfi slands.net

Run it til it sells.     $24.99
CALL 

250-537-9933 or 310-3535

OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
PLACE AN AD

In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 310-3535 or 250-537-9933

or fax 250-537-2613

By email to classified@gulfislands.net

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 

Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

DEADLINES
WHAT IT COSTS YOUR AD ON-LINE

BOOK YOUR AD  

ON-LINE

GULF ISLANDS

Published WEDNESDAYS

Display deadline: Monday 4 pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 10 am

Published FRIDAYS 

Display deadline: 

Wednesday 10 am

Word ad deadline: 

Wednesday 

4 pm

    GULF ISLANDS

E K E N D E R  w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s . n e t

W E E K E N D E R

w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS  

$12.95 - additional lines 92¢ ea 

All ads are posted to BCClassified.com

EMPLOYMENT ADS  

3 line rate $14.96 - additional  

lines 1.25¢ ea 

All ads are posted to  

BCJobNetwork.com and  

BCClassified.com

Payment 

By cash, debit, 

Mastercard or Visa. 

Classifieds are prepaid 

unless you have 

an advertising account.

DISPLAY ADS  

$10.92 per col. inch

All ads booked in the Driftwood  

Classifieds appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Employment ads also listed on line at 

www.bcjobnetwork.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  

www.bcautocentral.com

Over 20,000 on-line ads updated daily

Book your classifieds online  

- open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

or

bcclassified.com

aily
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Post your comments on-line

@ gulfislandsdriftwood.com

IN MEMORIAM

joined the angels in heaven 

on November 25th, 2008.

CARDS OF THANKS

the two gener-

ous strangers I met at Fox-

glove, November 23 will tee 

this note of gratitude in the 

moving of the white Lilac to my 

car. Taking your advise, I 

packed with lots of paper!. 

Thank you. J. Mitchell.

CARDS OF THANKS

CHRISTMAS CORNER

 

  

Metal  driveway gates, 

stone & wood  carvings, 

many things, stone, slate 

pots & unusual fi nds.

COMING EVENTS

 HOUSE

ILSE LEADER

1 X 3

Saturday, December 

12 at Fulford Hall. Free Salsa 

class with Armando @ 7pm. 

$12 advance, $15 at the door. 

For tickets: eljose@telus.net

CARDS OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

4th Annual Christmas Tour

Flowers by Arrangement

&

Stoneridge Pottery

520 Long Harbour Rd

Sat & Sun

Nov 28 & 29

10am-4pm

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS
 is 

open Thursday - Saturday until 

Christmas. New arrivals. Lots 

of items on sale. Reach us at:  

bwgreens@telus.net

 complete calendar of 

coming events check the Drift-

wood Community Calendar, in 

our offi ce in the  Upper     

Ganges Centre, 328 Lower 

Ganges Road, or on our web-

site at www.gulfi slands.net. 

Use the calendar for event 

planning and to make sure 

your date doesn’t confl ict with 

someone else’s.

 27 “A Moun-

tain Year” - slide presentation 

by author Chris Czajkowski on 

a year of her life in BC’s re-

mote Coast Mountains. For 

the SSI Conservancy, Lions 

Hall, 7pm. $5.
 Saltspring 

Parks, AGM, 3:20pm, Wed. 

Dec. 2. CRD Building Inspec-

tion Offi ce. Everyone wel-

come. 653-2335 for info.

 from 

helping other seniors! Inten-

sive (but fun) course coming 

soon for Senior Peer Counse-

lor work. It’s free - just give us 

your time & your energy. Call 

Sharon 537-4607.

Has openings in: 

 8, 9, 10

 8, 9, 10, 

             
      11, 12

Reasonable Rates

250-537-9761

 hand knit-

ted & felted hats. Call Kristin 

250-537-5432  workswith-

wool.com

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

POTTERY SALE 

& CLEARANCE 

at Pat Webber’s Studio.

“Deck the Halls and 

Clear the Decks”

Sat. Dec 5th 

10 am to 4pm

425 Stewart Rd.

 Workshop, 

Sat. Nov. 28, 1 -4pm with 

Anna Haltrecht.   537-5681.

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PREPAID--3X9 JEAN WILLIAMS

3x648.00

KENNETH WILLIAMS 0007

DEATHS

DRIFTWOOD PREPAID--2X5.5 GLENN 

MACGREGOR

2x396.00

MARY MACGREGOR 0007

DEATHS

CORE PERSONAL--2X3.5 CORE PERSON-

AL
2x252.00

CORE PERSONAL 0010

CARDS OF THANKS

JAZZ & BLUES SOCIETY--2X2 JAZZ & 

BLUES SOCIETY

2x144.00

ANNUAL GEN MEET 0021

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

Saturday & Sunday

November 28 & 29

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Please join us 

on this special weekend!

StoneRidge Pottery &

Flowers by Arrangement

520 LONG HARBOUR RD.

Gary Cherneff - Pottery & Sculpture

Beth Cherneff - Seasonal Decor

Lisa Cherneff - Glass Jewellery

Martinus Studio
145 SEAVIEW AVE.

Jewellery in Gold & Platinum

Ulrieke Benner - Art you Wear

in Felt and Silk

Salt Spring

Christmas
Tour

The 4th Annual

2 LOCATIONS 

5 ARTISTS

 On November 13th 2009, Ken passed away in 

the Royal Jubilee Hospital, Victoria. He is survived 

by his wife Jean, daughter Jennifer and son Robin, 

sisters-in-law Yolande Williams (Nice, France) 

and Phyllis Kennedy (Hamilton, New Zealand).

Ken was born in Abbey Wood, Kent, England in 

1920. He grew up and was schooled in London 

where as an adolescent he sang in St. James 

choir and became a King Scout.

Ken volunteered for Military Service in 1940 and by the age of 25 had attained the 

rank of Major in the Royal Engineers. Part of the D Day invasion, Ken and the men 

under his command served on the front line constructing airfi elds and reestablishing 

transportation links destroyed by the retreating German army.

After VE Day, Major Williams remained in Northern Germany through 1946 

supervising German prisoners of war and civilians on infrastructure, restoration and 

construction projects. For his dedication and compassion Ken received numerous 

commendations and bronze oak leaves for being Mentioned in Dispatches

Ken trained and attained his Civil Engineering degree in London.  As an Engineer 

with John Mowlem Construction, major projects he was involved in were the London 

Underground Bakerloo line, Battersea Power Station and restoration of the Houses of 

Parliament.

Ken married Jean Walker in 1951. Ken, Jean and three year old Jennifer emigrated to 

Vancouver in 1956. Two years later Robin was born at St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver.  

Ken designed and built their house in West Vancouver where they lived for the 

next 37 years. While in West Van Ken was active in the community youth band and 

scouting.

Well known in the building trades and construction industry, Ken was heavily involved 

with building of British Columbia’s bridges, most notably in Nelson and Revelstoke in 

the 1960’s. An active member of the B.C. Construction Labour Relations Association 

Ken was respected by both management, colleagues and the labour representatives 

at Ironworkers local 97.

Ken’s fi nal projects were the coal loading facilities at Roberts Bank, Tsawwassen 

and in Prince Rupert for Japanese heavy Industry giant Ishikawa Jima Harima.

Retiring in 1986, Ken and Jean spent their time between their houses in the Okanagan 

and West Vancouver, taking the time to travel extensively.

Ken and Jean moved to Salt Spring in 1996 where Ken began his next big project 

designing and building his castle, the house on Arnell Way.

Ken remained fully independent to the end and was often seen in Ganges driving 

his silver smart car. 

Admired and respected, this decorated offi cer, builder, husband and father will be 

deeply missed.

The family wishes to thank Dr. James White, Carol and Sue, Drs. Caroline Stigant, 

Stone and Jenkins and the staff of W3 at Royal Jubilee Hospital.

A memorial service will be held at All Saints By The Sea Anglican church on 

Thursday, November 26th at 2:00 pm with reception to follow immediately after at 130 

Arnell Way. All friends are invited.

In lieu of fl owers donations can be made to Lady Minto Hospital.  

Major Kenneth B. Williams, 

A.M.I.C.E, P.Eng.

Leah Hansel of HEAL Your Body, a division of CORE 

Success Coaching wishes to acknowledge the contributions of the 

following people and businesses for the fi rst annual Health, Wellness & 

Eco-Sustainability Fair, November 20-22, 2009! 

Christopher Roy and Suzanne Little at the Salt Spring Community list and 

website!  Sheila at the Cowichan Valley Voice, Sharon, Gail, Claudia and 

Peter at the Driftwood, Stephanie and Genevieve at the SaltyFishbowl, 

Island Tides, Sandi at The Islands Marketplace, Nicole at Synergy 

Magazine, Laura Sunshine Burki, Daniel Beckley, Rebecca Nygard, Amy 

Haysom, Yvonne Jordan, Lisa Taylor.  

My fantastic and understanding husband, Adam Hildebrandt, my incredibly 

lovely children Summer & Nicholas, and my always helpful and very loving 

parents Gloria and Edgar Hildebrandt.  My fabulous friends, Jeannie 

Vasilakos, Sarah Atkinson, and Pauline Foley who always ensure I am 

well-supported.  Barry at the Island Farmers' Institute, everyone, especially 

Marci and Dave at the Harbour House for their assistance with the GALA 

evening!  

Bob and his team at Apple Photo, Yvonne at Ganges Stationary and Salt 

Spring Books for carrying the tickets for the fair.  Meron and Karen at 

SOLID, who looked after the admissions booth on Saturday morning, and 

Pat & Russ Spencer with the LIONS CLUB who looked after admissions on 

Sunday morning. 

To the presenters!  Dr. Michael Colgan, Jack Rosen, Bruce Grey, Monika 

Nygaard, Jane Barter, Brandon Tallman, Sarah Atkinson, Shaughn Jenson, 

Christin Boyd, OASIS, The Taoist Tai Chi Society, Lyz Snidal, Clifton 

Schooley and Maha Price!  

And to everyone that provided door prizes!  Look for your acknowledgement 

with the notifi cation of winners in next week's paper! 

In Appreciation! Leah

Bring your ideas and enthusiasm. 

There will be refreshments.ur ideasss aa andndnd eeenthusisisiasasasm.mm  

ll be ee rerereffrf eshmhmhmenenents.
Bring you

ThTTEE
Friday November 27, 09 

at 7:30 pm

141 Pine Place 

(off Harrison Ave and 

Booth Canal Rd)Annual

General

Meeti
ng

Salt Spring Jazz & Blues Society

NOVEMBER 28 & 29

FROM 11AM - 5PM

INVITATION 

TO MY

D

It is with great sadness we announce that Mary, 

at the age of 95 and after a lengthy illness, passed 

away peacefully at the Saanich Peninsula Hospital.

 

Mary was a loving and devoted wife to her late 

husband Gordon (1914 - 1981).  

She is survived by her sons Robert (Kathy), Bryon, 

Glenn (Dennis) and Alan as well as her brother 

Mike (Jay) and many other members of the 

MacGregor, Kuzma and Syroid families.

 

Mary was well known for her kindness, generosity, 

free spirit and special love of gardening.  She will be 

deeply missed and fondly remembered by many.

 

The family would like to express our deep 

appreciation to Dr. Trottershaw as well as the many 

caregivers and volunteers who were so 

helpful and caring to Mary.

 

A celebration of both Mary and Gordon’s lives will 

be held on December 5, 2009 

from 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Shoal Center, 

10030 Resthaven Drive in Sidney, B.C.

 

In lieu of  owers or donations, 

the family asks you plant a rose in Mary’s memory.

It i ith t d

MARY 

MACGREGOR 

(nee Kuzma)

April 17, 1914 - 

November 7, 2009

see

advice,

 EXHIBITIONS

  ACTIVITIES

Hey Boy Hey Girl.
Live band at Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m. on.
KC Kelly.
Plays steel guitar at Harbour House 
lounge. 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Boxing Day at The Local.
The Local is open from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. for ‘show and tell.’
Neighbourhood Night at the 
Raven.
Every Saturday at Raven Street 
Cafe from 8 to 11 p.m. 

Community Christmas Dinner 
Friday, Dec 25th

Noon to 2pm

Meaden Hall
Info: SSI United Church - 250-537-5812

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

Mon.Mon.
Dec. 28

Tues.Tues.
Dec. 29

  ACTIVITIES

Tues.Tues.
Dec. 22

  ACTIVITIES

Holiday Green Drinks.
All welcome at the Harbour 
House. Music & food. 5 to 8 
p.m. 

Merry Christmas from the Driftwood Folks!
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

Silver Shadow Taxi
“Your Transportation Solution”

(250)537-3030

We are under new 
management and 
we look forward to 
serving our valued 
customers!

Ask us about our 
“Frequent Riders 
Discount” for 
residents.

Join us on New Year’s Eve with a special dinner menu.

• Dancing with Dale and Dave

No Cover

• Complimentary New Year snacks

Pub Hours:

Closed Dec. 24, 25  - Open Dec. 26 

LIQUOR STORE AND DELI:

Closes at 9:00 pm, Christmas Eve 

CLOSED Christmas Day, Dec. 25.

       
   Wishing Everybody a

       
   Very Merry Christmas

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

ANGEL SMILES: Some of the angels in the Community Gospel Chapel’s live nativity on Sunday were, 

from left, Kamryn and Mikayla Little and Miranda Bantel.

The Little Pine Tree
BY NOREES GASPER 
AGES 11-13
FIRST PLACE

I
n a little patch of 
woods near the small 
town of Appleton was a 
little pine tree. This was 

a rather scruffy pine tree and 
it was also quite short. 

As Christmas approached, the 
people of Appleton would go to the 
little patch of woods to fi nd a Christ-
mas tree. The little pine tree, whose 
name was actually George, got really 
excited. He and his friend (a sparrow, 
whose name was remarkably Spar-
row) would make themselves look 
extra special. But the fact of the mat-
ter was that George never got picked!  
The people always wanted nice, per-
fect, big Christmas trees. 

And this year George was feeling 
particularly lonely because Spar-
row had decided to fl y south. As he 
stood there he watched the other 
pine trees being potted and brought 
home to families and made into 
beautiful Christmas trees. It was only 
one week ‘til Christmas and George 
was feeling quite lonely indeed as he 
stood there with fluffy white snow 
lying on his uppermost branches. He 
shivered as an icy wind blew through 
his branches. 

All of a sudden he saw them. A 
little girl talking to her Dad.

“Daddy, I want to have a beautiful 
Christmas tree,” she said, her eyes 
gleaming.

George sighed. “I guess I’ll just 

have to spend Christmas alone for 
the rest of my days!”

As he thought this, the little girl 
and her father rounded the corner 
and suddenly she spotted him.

“Daddy, Daddy, this is it! The most 
perfect Christmas tree ever!” she 
screeched.

Startled, George had thought that 
she was talking to the bigger tree 
next to him! But as he was lifted from 
the ground and into a pot, then car-
ried to their car, his surprise faded 
into excitement. He was going to be a 
beautiful Christmas tree after all.

They drove a little ways, not far, 
but for George it was the farthest he 
had ever been. They hoisted him out 
of the car and into their house. It was 
warm and the smell of cookies lin-
gered in the air. They placed him in 
their living room right in the centre! 
He felt sooooo important!

The little girl called to her moth-
er and soon in came a kind-faced 
woman holding a bowl of cookie 
dough.

“Look at the tree Mom, isn’t it per-
fect?”

“It certainly is,” her mother 
replied.

“I’ll go get the decorations,” her 
father added.

He and his daughter left the room. 
He soon came back with a box of 
Christmas tree decorations so big 
that George could have fi t inside it. 

He took a beautiful star out of a 
box and gave it to the little girl who 
had just reappeared with her little 
brother. The family decorated George 
for hours and in the end he was the 
MOST BEAUTIFUL Christmas tree in 
all of Appleton!

The Christmas for Angel
BY CASSIDY BELLAVANCE
AGES 5-7
SECOND PLACE

A
ngel was mak-
ing dinner 
when all of a 
sudden a bad 

guy showed up. 

The bad guy was here to take 
her away to kidnap her but Elfi e 
came to save her. 

Then they went to Elfi e’s house 
to get a snack and then they 
went to Santa’s house together. 
Then the reindeer were getting 
ready to chase them. And they 
started to chase them and fi nally 
they chased them and they ran 
and ran and ran and ran. They 

ran so fast they got really tired so 
they went back to their houses 
and they were so tired they went 
to bed.

But the next day they played 
in the snow. They had so much 
fun. They had snowball fights. 
They had so much fun but they 
got so tired that they went to 
bed and they had a good night’s 
sleep.

Santa’s Sick
BY DAVIN NORGARD
AGE 8
SECOND PLACE

O
n a dark 
and 
spooky 
Christmas 

Eve, Santa got sick. So 
he had to send Sid the 
sloth and Steve the 
monkey to do his gift-
delivering duties. 

They didn’t know how to get 
the presents to the right kids, 
so what ended up happen-
ing was that they had to go to 

every Toys R Us in the world!
On the way, in Vancouver, 

Steve saw a candy shop. 
He saw a picture of gummy 

bears so he jumped off the 
sleigh and jumped into the 
candy shop. 

The store manager saw 
Steve and tried to hit him with 
a broom. Steve accidentally 
jumped into the ice cream 
freezer and turned into a Ste-
vesicle.

Meanwhile, Sid saw the 
candy shop and decided he 
would get a snack. 

He went in and bought a 
popsicle. 

He looked at the other side 
of the popsicle and there was 
a tail sticking out! 

When he realized it was 
Steve, he quickly stuffed him 

into the oven to defrost. 
When they got outside, 

the sleigh was nowhere to be 
seen.

“Oh no!” said Sid. 
“How are we going to deliver 

the presents?” 
Sadly, they walked down the 

street wondering what to do 
next.

They came to a Christmas 
concert where a rock band 
was playing. Sid read the con-
cert poster and the band was 
to play a concert in Greenland 
later and they were using their 
private jet to get there. 

Sid’s eyes lit up and he 
smiled at Steve. 

Sid and Steve went into a 
clothing store in Vancouver. 
Sid and Steve bought clothes 
from the store and got dressed 

up. 
Sid said, “This is the way to 

get on the jet, Steve.” 
They had to wear mohawk 

hairdos and bring fake band 
equipment to get on the 
plane.

When they got to Green-
land, they snuck onto an ice-
breaker ship and sailed away 
to the North Pole. 

T h e y  c a m e  t o  Sa n t a’s 
workshop and there was the 
sleigh, tied up at the front, 
with all the reindeer ready 
to go.

“We got the reindeer back!!!” 
said Sid. 

They quickly jumped in the 
sleigh, delivered all the pres-
ents to the children of the 
world, and had enough time 
left over to stop in for a rock 

Rudolph and the North Star
BY TAI JACOBS
AGE 10
SECOND PLACE

I
t was Christmas 
Eve. The elves were 
packing the last of 
the presents.  

Others were getting the rein-
deer ready or cleaning the sleigh. 
When the elves came to Rudolph 
the Red Nosed Reindeer, his nose 
would not shine.

The news was quickly report-
ed to Santa, who hurried to 
Rudolph.

“What is wrong, Rudolph?” 
said Santa.

“I do not know,” said Rudolph. 
“I was just standing by the win-

dow when a bunch of clouds 
rolled past. But one of the clouds 
has not moved away yet and 
my nose will not shine,” said 
Rudolph.

“Well I do not think I can deliv-
er all these presents on my own 
with only the North Star to guide 
me.”  

Santa went over to the window. 
“The cloud, of course, it’s cover-
ing the North Star!” said Santa.

“Yes, but what’s that have to do 
with my nose?” said Rudolph.

“I think I get it now,” said 
Santa.”Your nose is powered by 
the North Star, isn’t it?”

“Yes,” replied Rudolph, “so 
if we cannot see the North Star 
then your nose will not have any 
power and therefore will not 
shine, correct?”

“Yes,” said Rudolph.

Santa hurried to the Toy Fac-
tory, where coincidentally his top 
inventor had just completed his 
invention: the Cloud Blower SP. 

“Well, this is a good time to test 
the Cloud Blower SP,” said Joe, 
the inventor.

“Good idea!” said Santa.
Then Santa chose a team of 

elves to go on this mission and 
he ran to Rudolph’s stable as the 
elves blasted off.

When the elves reached the 
height that the average plane 
fl ies at, they turned on the Cloud 
Blower SP.  

Whoosh! The cloud was gone 
in a fl ash and Rudolph’s nose had 
power once again!

Christmas was safe just as the 
clock struck midnight!

And that is a true story.
Merry Christmas. Ho. Ho. Ho.



Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from all of us at

Creekhouse
our Best Wishes for the Brightest Holiday Season ever!

ON DECEMBER 23 SOME OF US ARE STAYING OPEN UNTIL 9PM. 
COME JOIN THE FESTIVITIES!
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LADIESLADIES

150 Fulford-Ganges Road • 250-537-9668

We’re the Biggest,
 “Little” Music Store! “Little” Music Store!

(AND THE ONLY MUSIC SCHOOL ON SALT SPRING)

Instruments, accessories, lessons, recording studio, 
workshops – GIFT CERTIFICATES TOO!

Isn’t it time to play?!

Make every recipe a success with exotic
gourmet foods, organic meats & poultry

ADMIRAL’S
SPECIALTY FOODS
AFFORDABLE GIFTWARE
SUSHI!
ORGANIC TURKEY
146 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
250-537-5088

Karen, Pat, Joanne,
Kisae and Val

»

Electronics Inc.

Salt Spring’s Electronic Store
Merry Christmas to all our customers                       

Come in and 
talk to us

162 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD  •  250-537-4522

152A Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T8

Tel: 250-537-1654  •  Fax: 250-537-4896
Toll Free: 1-888-267-8111

R. Joni 
Ganderton 

MBA  CFP
Investment Advisor

and Financial Planner

Steve
Somerset

Investment Advisor

BMO               Nesbitt Burns

250-537-2999 
152 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

Worry free
gift cards
$10 
and up

MEN’S and WOMEN’SMEN’S and WOMEN’S

Dr. Lorraine Machell Inc.

DRS. LORRAINE MACHELL
& DAVID WEBB

Family Dentistry
164A Fulford-Ganges Rd.

250-537-5222 Mon.-Sat.

DR. ANDREA VARJU
OPTOMETRIST

                    158 A Fulford-Ganges Road
250-537-4356

Merry Christmas
to all our

 Clients and Friends!
From Andrea, Randi and Sharon

WINTER OUTERWEAR • PJ’S • SW
EATERS • STOCKING STU

FFE
RS

 • S
OC

KS
 •WINTER OUTERWEAR • PJ’S • SW

EATERS • STOCKING STU
FFE

RS
 • S

OC
KS

 •

www.saltspringislandrealty.com  / pembertonholmes@saltspring.com 
250-537-5553  Toll Free: 1-888-608-5553 • 164 Fulford-Ganges Road

RICK ALEXANDER                         KATHY MARA                                      FIONA WALLS                                     MIKE HARDY

ALLAN BRUCE                 SUSAN de STEIN                  ANNE MILLER                   PHYLLIS BOLTON              ERIC BOOTH

Season’s Greetings
from

Pemberton Holmes

250-537-4477

156 C Fulford-Ganges Rd., (next to Mark’s Work Warehouse) 

“Have a Merry Christmas!”
From all the staff at Island Star

Open 7 days a week 

except Christmas Day

Dec. 23  5-8 pm
We will be holding a special event, along with 
Mark’s WorkWear House & Orca Electronics, 

Acoustic Planet, Soap Works & Wind Flower Moon. 

Music  * A chance of a Santa Sighting or 2 *  Hot Chocolate 
and Spiced Cider * Cookies * and FOOD FOR FILMS - 

Between 6-8 pm we will give a FREE rental to anyone who 
brings a donation for the Food Bank.

           

150 Fulford-Ganges Road 250.931.1955

10-20% 10-20% OFFOFF
Jewellery & TextilesJewellery & Textiles

Up toUp to 50% 50% off   off  
handwoven rugshandwoven rugs

           

Warm Winter Blessings to you,Warm Winter Blessings to you,
and and those you love...those you love...

May the New Year nurture love and compassion.May the New Year nurture love and compassion.
And may beauty surround you always.And may beauty surround you always.

From all of us at Windflower Moon.From all of us at Windflower Moon.
148 Fulford-Ganges Road 250-528-1889148 Fulford-Ganges Road 250-528-1889

w w w . w i n d f l o w e r m o o n . c o mw w w . w i n d f l o w e r m o o n . c o m

20 gifts under $10

Downtown Ganges 250-537-2701

■■✓ Sudsy Soaps
■■✓ Gifts Galore
■■✓  Blissful Bubbles

Remember, we 

 
for free!
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Here’s my card...

BRENDA 
AKERMAN

Independent 
Beauty Consultant

Salt Spring Island, BC 250-930-4997www.marykay.ca/bakerman

l S i I l d BC 250 930 4997

Wishing EveryoneWishing Everyone
a Safe & Happy a Safe & Happy 
Holiday Season!Holiday Season!

True NorthTrue North
SatellitesSatellitesExpressvuExpressvu

Satellite TV
250-537-1705250-537-1705

SynergyFit
Personal Training
• Once-on-one or group training
• Available for in-home sessions
   Gift Certifi cates Available

Trisha Moroz-Barstead, CPT
250-653-4656  trisha@synergyfi t.ca

250-537-4369 #6 Merchant Mews

315 Upper Ganges Rd.

Blue Velvet
Upholstering
DRAPERY, SLIPCOVERS

& UPHOLSTERYCONTACT SHARON GLYNN CONTACT SHARON GLYNN 
2505379933 2505379933 

FOR ADVERTISING SPACEFOR ADVERTISING SPACE

Residential &
Commerical Filling

Tank Sales
& Rentals

Wayne Wrigley
250-537-2006

146 Oakspring Rd
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S8

HAROLD HARKEMA REPAIRS

427 Fulford-Ganges Rd. • 250-537-4559 • Mon.-Fri. 8-5

CompleteComplete
Automotive RepairsAutomotive Repairs

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes

• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

 The Living Word
Luke 2: 10 & 11

Then the angel said to 
them do not be afraid, 
for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great 

joy which will be to all 
people. For there is born 

to you this day in the 
city of David a Savior, 

who is  Christ the Lord.

WINSOME WHITE
Isiah 9: 6

Historical BC Art
For sale by appointment

250-537-4155

View images on website
www.mothertonguepublishing.com

Jack Akroyd  Unity Bainbridge
Gordon Caruso  Jack Hardman
LeRoy Jensen  Frank Molnar
Peter Paul Ochs  Mildred V. Thornton

Catering & Private
Chef Service Available

Closed
Sundays & Mondays

133 LOWER GANGES ROAD • CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 538-5551

Holiday Hours

OPEN December 24th
CLOSED December 25th - 28th

 OPEN December 29th - January 3rd

 CLOSED for Vacation January 3rd - February 4th 2010 

Wishing you a Happy and Prosperous New Year Wishing you a Happy and Prosperous New Year 
from Hermann, Rene and the Staff at Calvin’s.

Student 

cover art 

contest 

submission 

by Feddie 

Dailly.

The Most Wonderful Gift
BY ELLA BAKER
AGE 8
FIRST PLACE

O
nce there was 
a fairy named 
Holly. She 
had a brother 

named Oak. He was a very 
good fl ute player. 

Holly loves to sing and dance. 
Sometimes Holly makes Oak play the 
fl ute and Holly sings and dances. 

Once in the dark of December an 
angel named Leaf fl ew into the wil-
low tree.

Leaf said, “It is an emergency!!! It is 
an emergency!!!” 

Holly said, “What can we help 
with?”

Leaf said, “I need Oak to play the 
flute and I need you to sing Silent 

Night.” 
Holly said, “Where are we going?” 
Leaf said, “We are going to be late, 

come on let’s go!!” 
As Holly, Oak and Leaf were blaz-

ing through the sky, Leaf said, “Here 
we are.” 

Holly said, “What is so special 
about a barn?” 

Leaf said, “It is what is in the 
barn.” 

Then they went into the barn. In 
the barn there was a donkey, a baby, 
a poor lady and three wise men. 

Leaf whispered, “And a one, and a 
two, and a . . . “ Leaf and Holly sang 
in the most magical voices while Oak 
played the fl ute in the sweetest way 
he knew how. 

The baby, who was crying, began 
to smile and giggle and snuggle with 
his mother. 

The angel and the fairies had given 
the most wonderful gift. The gift of 
giving and love.

The Missing Cookie
BY JENNA ASTON
AGES 11-13
SECOND PLACE

“
Oh my,” Santa 
exclaimed when 
he read little 
Keith’s letter.

“What does little Keith want 
this year?”asked the elves. 

“He says that in the little pet 
shop around the corner from his 
house there is a little white ter-
rier puppy,” said Santa.

The wind whipped my face 
and my ears blew back. 

I heard the bells attached to 
the sleigh jingling in the cool 
winter’s air. I felt like a bird. 

And as I sat in the cosy bag of 
toys I slowly drifted off to sleep.  

I woke up startled when I 
felt the toy bag being lifted off 

the sleigh and onto the roof. I 
looked out the top and saw the 
chimney. 

I was cold. I curled up in the 
bag again, but not for long. 

As soon as you could say 
“Santa,” I felt like I was being 
squeezed into a toilet paper roll. 
Santa popped out the chimney 
with his bag of toys.

Then it hit me. 
It was the smell of cookies and 

milk. I stumbled out of the bag 
and onto the fl oor. 

“No cookies for you,” chuck-
led Santa cheerfully.

At the third house I had decid-
ed that he was a cookie hogger. 
He ate all the cookies and drank 
all the milk. 

After that he delivered his toys 
to the stockings. 

We went to about seven or 
eight more houses (one of which 
contained a very enormous 
guard dog) before he took me 

out of the bag and upstairs to a 
bedroom. 

He plopped me into the stock-
ing on the frame of the bed. Then 
Santa was gone.

I barked after him, and then 
Keith sat up in his bed and got 
up. 

I barked again. 
He ran over to me, picked me 

up and brought me to the win-
dow. 

We looked up into the dark 
blue sky and saw Santa and 
his reindeer flying through the 
air.  

I saw Santa every year on the 
same day. 

I would wait for him at the 
fi replace every year. 

He would smile and say, 
“Hello, Bobbi” and go to eat his 
cookies. 

But what he didn’t know was 
that there was always one cookie 
missing.

The Santa Catastrophe
BY JASPAR IRWIN 
AGE 9 
SECOND PLACE

T
he pen-
guins 
were 
arguing.

“ H o w  c o m e  t h e 
North Pole gets  al l 
the attention? It’s all 
Santa this and Santa 
that.”

Their leader stood 
u p.  “ We  m u s t  d o 
something,” he said. 

“What we must do 
I’m not sure of yet. 
All my tiny brain can 
think of is . . . .”

The North Pole was 

in a mad rush. 
Elves were running 

everywhere, gather-
ing presents for the 
big night. 

Bob,  the el f ,  was 
w a l k i n g  d ow n  t h e 
street when a penguin 
came up to him and 
asked who he was.

Bo b  s a i d  h e  w a s 
Bob and asked the 
penguin if he was on 
vacation. 

Behind him,  Bob 
saw an army of pen-
guins with icicles on 
boats.

“What’s going on?” 
Bob thought.

The penguins were 
charging off the boats 
and onto the North 

Pole. 
The elves were no 

match for the swarm 
of penguins.  

Santa looked out 
the window and saw 
penguins trashing the 
workshop.

“Halt all penguins!” 
the head elf yelled. 

The penguins kept 
trashing the factory. 
Bob the elf grabbed 
s o m e  f i s h  a n d  ra n 
onto the boat.

T h e  p e n g u i n s 
perked their  heads 
and ran on the boat 
yelling, “FISH! FISH!”

Bob le f t  the  f ish 
and jumped off the 
boat. The boat floated 
away.

The factory was a 
mess but Santa was 
cheerful. 

“Let’s go! Let’s get 
this place going!

“ W h o  w a n t s  h o t 
chocolate?” 

The elves cheered.
A s  t h e  p e n g u i n s 

f l o a t e d  a w a y,  t h e 
leader said, “Well that 
didn’t  work,  but  at 
least we got fish.”

Read it off -island on-line.
gulfi slandsaqua.com
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Where can I get a copy of AQUA Magazine?

 AQUA Magazine is distributed with the Driftwood news-

paper, as well as to  many stores, accommodations and 

galleries on Salt Spring Island. 

Is it available on-line?

 Yes. AQUA is available as a “fl ipbook” in adobe pdf 

format. Click on the upper right hand corner of the 

right hand page, and it turns the page! 

Go to www.gulfi slandsaqua.com to view on-line.

How often is it published?

 We publish AQUA quarterly, with one special edition each 

year for a total of 5 issues.

Where is it distributed off -island?

 AQUA is delivered via Canada Post to Mayne, Pender 

and Galiano Islands, with extra copies available at Tru 

Value stores. AQUA is available at select retail locations in 

Victoria, Sidney, and the Cowichan Valley.

Driftwood
 OWNER’S MANUAL gulfi slandsrealestate.ca gulfi slandsdriftwood.com gulfi slandstourism.com FLIP BOOKS

P E O P L E  H A V E  B E E N  T U R N I N G  T O  U S  F O R  A L M O S T  5 0  Y E A R S 

If I have an idea for AQUA Magazine, who should I contact 

and how?

 We love to hear your ideas for AQUA Magazine. 

Contact Gail Sjuberg, Editor at 250.537.9933 

or email: news@gulfi slands.net

If I would like to advertise in AQUA 

Magazine, who should I contact and how?

 Rick MacKinnon is the sales 

representative for AQUA Magazine. 

Phone: 250.537.9933 or email: 

rmackinnon@gulfi slands.net

ERIN JORY

chapter

PH: 250.537.9933
FX: 250.537.2613

EMAIL: 
driftwood@gulfi slands.net

WEB: 
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com
gulfi slandstourism.com

5

AQUA

PH: 250250

e, who should I contact

Magazine. 

37.9933 
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>AQUA SUBSCRIPTIONS CLASSIFIEDS VIDEO/PHOTO NEWS
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

A Kitten on Christmas Eve
BY ZAMA SZAKACS
AGES 5-7
FIRST PLACE

O
nce on 
Christmas 
Eve my kit-
ten Rockey 

jumped onto my bed. 
Rockey had found a stray kitten. 

So I fed the stray and in the morning 
I went to the SPCA to get a collar for 
the stray. 

The kitty liked me and I liked the 
kitty. The kitty also liked my whole 
family.

Once we got back from the SPCA 
we ran to the Christmas tree to open 
our presents. I got a ring. Ava got a 
doll and Nusha got a TV. Our Grand-
ma Googa got us a TV. Our Aunt 
Cathie also gave us presents.

The Snowman
BY SARAH KENNEDY
AGES 14-16
FIRST PLACE

E
llis 
pulled 
her 
woolen 

scarf tighter 
around her neck.

The air was frigid 
and the winter wind 
pounded her frozen 
face relentlessly, but still 
the young girl did not 
retreat. Despite the best 
effort of the December 
day to defeat her, Ellis 
merely brushed the 
snowfl akes off her scarf, 
tied it more fi rmly, and 
reached for another 
armful of snow. 

She couldn’t see far 
across the whitewashed 
landscape. New York 
was in the middle of 
a snowstorm, and the 
only things that Ellis 
could see were the 
Christmas lights on her 
house shining dimly 
through the cloud of 
snow that fell in heavy 
fl akes, covering the girl’s 
front yard in a cold, 
white blanket. The only 
other visible object in 
the yard was Ellis’ snow-
man, which was nearly 
complete.

As the temperature 
continued to drop, Ellis 

placed another layer 
of snow on top of her 
creation, smoothing it 
out and rounding off all 
of the rough edges with 
her small fi ngers. The 
snowman’s head had 
to be perfect, and Ellis 
had spent so much time 
already that she was not 
about to quit now. Once 
the third large snowball 
was deemed complete, 
Ellis took a step back. 

The snowman was 
perfect. Each of his 
three bodily layers 
was nicely rounded 
and smooth. She had 
already placed bits of 
coal down his chest 
to form buttons and 
wrapped a red scarf 
around his neck. Ellis 
had retrieved two long 
sticks for his arms and 
now all she needed to 
do was complete his 
face. After that, she 
would allow herself to 
go inside and sit by the 
fi re, admiring her work 
from the window. 

Ellis reached down 
and brushed some snow 
away near her feet. 
The supplies she had 
brought outside with 
her had been nearly 
buried by the swiftly 
falling snow. The girl 
gingerly retrieved the 
pile of coals and, select-
ing only the roundest 
ones, proceeded to 
place the snowman’s 

eyes and mouth. 
After she was fi n-

ished, Ellis grabbed 
the long orange carrot, 
which had nearly been 
frozen to the ground. 
She stood away from 
the snowman for a 
moment, judging the 
best placement for 
his nose, and then 
carefully inserted the 
vegetable into his face. 
Ellis brushed some 
excess snow away, and 
then placed a hat on 
her snowman’s head. 
Finished, at last. The 
snowstorm was begin-
ning to let up and the 
snow began to fall a bit 
thinner on the white 
ground. 

She was fi nished. 
Before her, in her front 
yard, lay a work of art 
fi ner than anything 
that could be placed on 
exhibition in a museum. 
This snowman was of a 
different sort of beauty.

After a few minutes of 
adoration, Ellis decided 
to go inside. Satisfi ed 
with her work, she col-
lected the unused bits 
of coal from the ground 
and began to walk 
toward her house, using 
the brightly coloured 
Christmas lights as a 
guide.

Ellis couldn’t help 
but break into a smile. 
Every year, she had 
built a snowman in the 

yard, and every year 
the neighbours would 
always stop by and 
compliment her on it. 
This year, she would 
have the best snowman 
in town, and it would be 
all because of her own 
hard work. She deserved 
a rest. Ellis could already 
taste the hot chocolate 
as she hurried toward 
the door. 

“Hey, Ellis!” The 
girl turned and was 
met promptly with a 
snowball sandwich. Her 
face was already numb 
from the cold air, but 
the icy projectile stung 
her cheeks nonetheless. 
Ellis was nearly knocked 
off her feet, and she 
stumbled back, drop-
ping the coal pieces 
from her hands. 

A young boy, bundled 
up from head to toe, 
emerged through the 
snow. He was wearing 
a woolen hat, scarf, 
heavy jacket, mittens, 
snow pants, and a pair 
of beautiful yellow 
gumboots. 

“Right in the kisser,” 
he giggled, pointing at 
Ellis’ white-pasted lips 
with a mittened fi nger. 
“What a shot!” 

“Ben!” cried Ellis, 
wiping the snow away. 
“What is your prob-
lem?” 

“My problem is that 
you’re an idiot,” said 
Ben, sniggering once 
more at his clever sense 
of humour. “Why are 
you standing here in 
the middle of a blizzard 
anyway? Did you forget 
which house is yours?” 

Ellis rolled her eyes. “I 
was just going inside,” 
she said. “I was building 
a snowman, if you have 
to know.” She fl ashed 
him a sneer. “I’m sure 
it’s better than yours.” 

Ben frowned. “I’m a 
better snowman builder 
than you are!” he said, 

stomping one yellow 
boot. “I bet your snow-
man looks like a snow 
cone!” He smirked.

“Yeah, well I bet yours 
looks like you were try-
ing to make a self por-
trait, only you thought 
you were a giant marsh-
mallow,” said Ellis. “I’m 
going inside.”

Ellis promptly 
scooped up the coals 
that she had dropped, 
turned on her heel and 
began walking away.
Ben’s pale cheeks turned 
red and he shouted, 
“Well, you know what 
your snowman looks 
like now?”

Ellis turned to see the 
bundled-up boy make 
a rush for her sculpture. 
Before the frozen girl 
could even react, Ben 
had jumped up and 
ripped the carrot right 
off of the snowman’s 
face.

“Hey!” said Ellis, 
throwing the coals 
aside. “Cut it out!” 

But Ben was not 
fi nished. As soon as he 
saw that Ellis was upset, 
he broke into a grin. 
He took a bite out of 
the carrot and tossed it 
aside. Ellis was tak-
ing long strides in his 
direction, but Ben still 
had enough time for 
one more move. With 
all of the strength that 
he could muster, he put 
his hands on the snow-
man’s midsection and 
pushed. 

“No!” screamed ELlis, 
but it was too late. She 
had made the snow-
balls so smooth that the 
middle and top ones 
slid gently off of the 
base with ease, falling to 
the ground with a dull 
thud. They crumbled 
to bits, and now Ellis 
was left with only a big 
snowball, pieces of coal, 
and a bitten carrot.

“Now your snowman 

looks like a snowball,” 
said Ben. “Oh, wait. He 
is only a snowball!” 

Ellis didn’t say any-
thing. She merely ran up 
to her ruined sculpture 
and shoved the boy 
out of the way. The girl 
bent over the remains 
of the two snowballs 
that had fallen, in hopes 
that perhaps they could 
be repaired, but as her 
fi ngers brushed against 
the snow, she could see 
that she would have to 
start all over again. 

Ellis turned her head 
away from the sigh and 
met the eyes of the boy 
who was standing next 
to her.

“Go home,” she said 
in a voice that was 
colder than the blizzard 
itself. The snow contin-
ued to fall, and a fi ne 
layer had accumulated 
on Ben’s woolen hat. He 
was no longer smiling. 

“Go home,” repeated 
Ellis, still bending over 
the ruins of her snow-
man.

Ben stared at her. 
The colour had gone 
from his cheeks, and 
he looked sorry and a 
little scared. But he said 
nothing, and after a few 
moments of silence, 
he turned away. Ellis 
watched him walk away 
through the snow until 
she could no longer see 
him, only the whiteness 
of the blanketed from 
the yard, marred by a 
few pieces of coal and a 
bitten carrot. 

“Ellis, it’s time to go 
to bed.”

The small girl 
straightened up at the 
sound of her mother’s 
voice. She turned to 
stare at the coloured 
Christmas lights that 
marked the location of 
her house, on the other 
side of the yard.  

Ellis cast a fi nal look 
at the lone snowball, 

with the coal pieces 
scattered around it. 
Tomorrow, all of the 
other yards would have 
happy snowmen stand-
ing in them, after the big 
blizzard. All of the other 
yards, except Ellis’.

Ellis tightened her 
woolen scarf around her 
neck, and began walk-
ing toward the brightly 
coloured lights. 

The next morning, 
the snowstorm had 
ended. Ellis woke up 
before everyone else 
and went downstairs. 
She got dressed to go 
outside, tying her wool-
en scarf tightly around 
her neck. She decided 
that she might give it 
another try and attempt 
to make a new snow-
man. But in her heart, 
she knew it wouldn’t be 
the same. 

Ellis opened the door 
and stepped out into 
the cold air. The whole 
world was covered in a 
veil of snow, and every-
thing was white and 
sparkling as far as she 
could see. Normally, she 
enjoyed these winter 
mornings, but with no 
snowman in her yard, 
the effect was ruined.

Ellis’ gaze fell upon 
her own white yard, and 
she blinked. There, right 
where she had been 
working on her own 
yesterday was a snow-
man. Ellis was taken 
aback, and she hurried 
through the deep snow 
to see if it was real. 

It was. Three perfectly 
round snowballs sat 
one on top of the other, 
lined down the front 
with little bits of coal 
as buttons. Two sticks 
were placed for arms, 
and more coal made up 
two eyes and a mouth, 
topped by a woolen hat. 
And there, right in the 
centre, was a carrot with 
the tip bitten off. 



B12 |  TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2009  |  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

ADVERTIS ING FEATURE

With shorter 
days and colder 
nights upon 
us, now is the 

perfect time to curl up in your 
favourite armchair...with your 
financial statements. 
This holiday season, make 
some time to see your financial 
advisor to review your 
portfolio’s performance. Your 
advisor will be able to walk 
you through your statements. 
He/she can also recommend 
appropriate adjustments to align 
your investments with your risk 
tolerance and growth objectives.

For those investors with multiple 
advisors, you may want to 
consider consolidating your 
investments with one company. 
You’ll save the effort of making 
appointments to visit several 
advisors (repeating your story 
over and over), and you might 
even save on management 
and administration costs. 
Consolidating investments 
allows your advisor to help you  
better understand your portfolio 
holdings and prevent duplication 
in an industry sector, business 
type, or geographic location. If 
your needs are more complex, 
your advisor can often bring in 
the required specialists.
So, see your financial advisor 
today and get ready for 2010.
Visit the Island Savings website 
at www.ISCU.com to read 
my answers to other financial 
planning questions.
Have questions of your own? 
Come speak to any advisor on 
my team at an Island Savings 
branch near you or email me at 
cnicol@iscu.com

COLIN NICOL 
General Manager, Wealth Management

Island Savings Credit Union

Ring in the New Year with a 
visit to your financial advisor

CHRISTMAS STORIES

268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

250-537-9971
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca
COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

Salt Spring Island Community Services

* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth and 
families.

* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is free 
and confi dential.

* Family Place: Drop in Mon., Tues., Thurs. 9-12:30. Rugg Huggers Fri. 10-1. 
Dad ‘N Me Sat. 8:30-10.

* Let’s Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:30-9:30 pm. 

Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,

349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to midnight at Lady 

Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840
* 24-hr. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected with the 

Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

imagine . . .

Grace Point Square       537-9500

frankly scarlet
jewellery

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without

changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours

Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABSMB LABS

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

NATIVITY: Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus (Brittanie, Andrew and Keegan Baters) are surrounded by angels and shepherds as they 

take part in the Community Gospel Chapel’s live nativity Sunday night. 

The List
BY NICK SLAKOV
AGES 14-16
SECOND PLACE

T
he blood red 
light of the 
sun sinks 
out of sight 

between two snow-cov-
ered hills. 

It’s amazing to me that some-
thing so majestic and profound 
can go so unnoticed by the 
human species. 

I am amazed that as I lie here 
in the snow on Christmas Eve, 
people are bored with their 
lives.

I trudged home through the 
snow to what I knew would 
be an extraordinarily normal 
dinner, with an extraordinarily 
normal family in an extraordi-
narily normal house. 

Everything just seemed like 
it would always be the same. I 
knew that there had to be more 
in the world than my town in 
Ontario. I thought that I could 
do better. 

My whole life stretched before 
me, but all I had to look forward 
to was the same thing. I wanted 
more in my life. 

As I opened the door from 
the garage into the mud room, 
confetti burst from the walls 
around me, with a torrent of 
light and colour as my family 
welcomed me home on Christ-
mas Eve.

But, in the depressive state 
that I was, I just pushed past 
their happy faces and ran to my 
room.

I was mad at them for keep-

ing me locked up in their boring 
world. 

Did they ever think about what 
I wanted? No. It seemed like they 
were all content to sit here and 
rot in this nowhere town.

Snow was piling up thick out-
side of my bedroom window as I 
moped around my room trying 
to find something to do until 
I would have to face them all 
again. 

Just then a small piece of 
paper was slipped under the 
door along with a pencil.

 It was titled, “Things I am 
thankful for,” and underneath 
there was room for a list. Taped 
to the back was a dirty brown 
envelop that looked like it was 
about to fall in two pieces. 

It was labelled the same as 
the fi rst piece. I guessed that it 
was my father Richie’s. 

I quickly scanned through his 
list. It seemed more like a list of 
things he wished he could be 
thankful for but didn’t have. 

Then at the bottom there was 
a note that looked more recent.

“Son, when I was 15 I was 
discontented with my life. It 
seemed almost like the world 
was conspiring against me, 
dragging me down. I felt ready 
to leave my home but my family 
and friends didn’t understand, 
not that they were violently 
opposed to me leaving, just that 
they couldn’t understand why I 
would want to change anything. 
My father gave me a piece of 
paper with the title, ‘Things I 
am thankful for.’ As you can see, 
I was selfi sh and think I really 
hurt him in showing him that 
list. Since then I have written 
other lists like this one only 
being more honest and realis-
tic. I hope you don’t make the 

same mistake that I did.”
And so, heeding my father’s 

words, I started out on a journey 
that would deeply move me. 

I started with the basics, I’m 
alive, healthy, and all that stuff. 
As the minutes turned into 
hours I came to a conclusion.

“To make a list of things that 
I am thankful for is impossi-
ble. The list would be infi nite. 
However, I have come up with 
several main, all-encompassing 
things that are worthy of real 
gratitude. 

“First off, if you think about 
the chances of there being 
something as opposed to noth-
ing, nothing is quite a bit more 
probable, so I give thanks to the 
fact that there is existence. 

“Second on my list is that I 
was born, am sentient and I am 
alive. Next comes that I live on 
earth and I am a mammal. I am 
a HUMAN! Humans are intelli-
gent, we can rationalize, we can 
communicate with each other 
in many different ways. 

“Next, I live in North America. 
Not only do I live in North Amer-
ica, I live in Canada! I am con-
sidered “middle class,” which 
means I can go on vacations. 
Vacations, what an absurd idea, 
really, that I can do things with 
my time other than just survive. 

“I am healthy, my family is 
healthy and I live in a fantastic 
village with no war and no hate. 
Against all odds, I exist.” 

Some people are bored with 
their lives on Christmas Eve. 
Don’t be one of them. 

Appreciate what you have, 
because you have more than 
humans can comprehend. 

Like this beautiful sunset 
between two snow-crested 
hills.   

ICBC CLAIMS -
PERSONAL INJURY

• 25 years successfully representing injured persons
• NO FEE until you collect

• Free con  dential consultation

PAUL B. JOYCE
Barrister & Solicitor
250-537-4413 (24 hours)

Photos are
available

for purchase
@ our on-line 

photostore
   

gulfi slandsdriftw
ood.com

Photos are
available

for purchase
@ our on-line 

photostore
   

gulfi slandsdriftw
ood.com

Do you have 
something to say 
about a story or letter?
Comment on-line
@ gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   
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 tel: 250.537.5515
 w: karenamacallister.com

Buying or Selling.
Let my passion for real estate work for you.

People&
Community

Nairn Howe
April 30, 1957 - December 25, 2005

Cancer is not so powerful!
There are so many things it cannot do...

It cannot cripple love.

It cannot shatter hope.

It cannot corrode faith.

It cannot destroy peace.

It cannot kill friendship.

It cannot suppress memories.

It cannot conquer the spirit.

It cannot silence courage.

It cannot invade the soul.

It cannot steal eternal life.

Christmas & New Year Masses

OUR LADY OF GRACE PARISH
Roman Catholic Church

135 DRAKE ROAD

Our Lady of Grace extends every blessing to you and 
your family for a Joyous Christmas and New Year

CHRISTMAS EVE ~ Thursday, December 24
Family Mass Christmas Eve 5 pm  Our Lady of Grace (Ganges),

Christmas Mass 10 pm St. Paul’s (Fulford)
 

CHRISTMAS DAY ~ Friday, December 25
10 am Our Lady of Grace Mass (Ganges)

 
NEW YEAR'S DAY ~ Thursday, January 1

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
8 am St. Paul’s (Fulford)  •  10 am Our Lady of Grace (Ganges)

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS 
Sat. Dec. 19, 3 pm—5 pm  •  Thurs. Dec 24, 10 am -11 am

  

Salt Spring Island

Baptist Church
Christmas Eve Service

3:30 pm
Everyone Welcome

k
520 Lower Ganges Rd.

The Anglican Parish of Salt Spring Island
Christmas Services for 2009

Thursday, December 24th
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist at St. Mary’s
4:00 p.m. Choral Eucharist at All Saints

Friday, December 25th
11:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist at St. Mark’s

Sunday, December 27th
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist at All Saints

Friday, January 1st
 12:00 noon - Naming of Jesus Service at 

All Saints“O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray.”

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

JUGGLERS: De-

von Quinn, left, and 

Kathleen Measures 

juggle seasonal 

balls in Centen-

nial Park during last 

Saturday’s Christmas 

market.

POWER SQUADRON

Course off ers safe-boating essentials
Local instructors 

and volunteers 

deliver marine 

confi dence

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Regardless of wheth-
er you prefer to sail, 
motor or paddle your 
way among the Gulf 
Islands and beyond, 
an upcoming course 
offered by the Salt 
Spring Island Power 
Squadron is just the 
thing to keep you and 
your crew on track and 
above board.

“It’s described as 
Canada’s premier rec-
reational boating pro-
gram for in-depth boat 
operation and safety 
training plus the chal-
lenge of plotting and 
navigation,” said Derek 
Castle, commander of 
the Salt Spring squad-
ron. 

“It’s really our cor-
nerstone course.”

The 13-week boating 
course offers up a gen-
eral introduction to the 
safe handling of boats 
of all types.

G r a d u a t e s  w i l l 
receive the mandatory 
Pleasure Craft Opera-
tors Card (PCOC), a 
one-year membership 
to the Canadian Power 
S q u a d ro n  a n d  t h e 
chance to meet like-
minded and knowl-
edgeable folks from the 
island’s boating com-
munity.

Topics include types 
of boats, boat han-
d l i n g ,  g ov e r n m e n t 
regulations, nautical 
charts, aids to naviga-
tion, rules of the road, 
elementary chart plot-
ting and calculations, 
the compass, bearings 

and fixes, safety con-
siderations and equip-
ment, lines and knots, 
anchoring, weather, 
c a n a l s ,  l o c k s,  a n d 
boating courtesy and 
customs.

The course also fea-
tures a student cruise 
in which groups of stu-
dents hit the water to 
hone their skills in an 
extended navigation 
session. 

Castle said the skills 
learned by students in 
past years have proven 
extremely useful in the 
deceptively complex 
waters around Salt 
Spring. 

Currents, winds and 
hidden reefs, he said, 
combine to make the 
waters of  the Gulf 
Islands some of the cra-
ziest in the country. 

“It can be more chal-
lenging than the open 
water,” Castle said. 

“There are a lot of 
things to hit and a lot of 
things can go wrong.”

Although kayakers 
haven’t traditionally 
looked to the Power 
Squadron’s offerings, 
much of the informa-
tion about navigation, 
currents and weather 
is especially useful for 
people setting out in 
smaller boats.

Given that kayaks 
are more susceptible 
to nautical dangers, 
knowing what to do in 
the event of an emer-
gency is even more 
important than it is 
on a larger boat, said 
Castle, an avid kay-
aker.

The Salt Spring Power 
Squadron’s dedicated 
crew of volunteers have 
been trying to minimize 
what can go wrong 
since the local chapter 
was established back in 
1972.

The local chapter is 
among a nation-wide 
network of 171 squad-
rons and an active 
membership of more 
than 41,000 members. 

The non-profi t orga-
nization works closely 
with the Canadian 
Coast Guard and Trans-
port Canada to ensure 
the group is up to date 
with the latest safety 
standards and infor-
mation.

The Canadian Power 
Squadron was created 
in 1938 as a non-profit 
organizat ion dedi-
cated to promoting 
boating safety and a 
greater knowledge of 
the marine environ-
ment.

“ T h e re  we re  t o o 
many people out there 
who didn’t know what 
they were doing,” he 
said.

Here on Salt Spring, 
Castle said, dozens of 
committed volunteers 
representing a broad 
range of professional 
backgrounds offer stu-
dents a place to learn 
the basics, polish up 
their techniques and 
socialize with fellow 
boaters.

“Some people think 
all it is is safety, but 
it can also be a lot of 
fun,” he said, adding 
that the group’s two 
entertainment coordi-
nators make sure there 
are plenty of chances 
to mingle with fellow 
boaters.

T h e  l o c a l  g r o u p 
includes 24 bridge, or 
executive, members 
who are responsible for 
the group’s day-to-day 
operations.

“We’re just blessed 
on this island for the 
knowledge, the willing-
ness to volunteer and 
the skill set that volun-

teers bring,” he said. 
“It’s a real cross-section 
of people.”

Some of the sec-
tion’s volunteers have 
backgrounds as Royal 
Air Force pilots, profes-
sional meteorologists 
and university profes-
sors.

The squadron strives 
to achieve a balance 
between knowledge-
able veterans and ener-
getic newcomers who 

can shape the group’s 
future.

“All the volunteer 
organizations need 
young blood to stay 
alive,” he said.

A complete list of all 
the courses offered by 
the Salt Spring Power 
squadron is  avai l-
able online at www.
saltspringsquadron.
com. 

“The spectrum of 
education goes all the 
way from the basic 
PCOC all the way up to 
celestial navigation,” 
Castle said.

The website also 
provides  plenty  of 
background informa-
tion about the group 
and regularly updated 
newsletters.

T h e  b a s i c  b o a t -
ing course costs $255 
and starts on Jan. 12. 
For more information 
about the class, contact 
Lynn Clark at 250-537-
5377.

“There are a lot of 

things to hit and 

a lot of things can 

go wrong.”

DEREK CASTLE
Squadron commander
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you
asked

a new Q&A column 
and blog by 
Driftwood reporter 
Amy Geddes. See the 
column on page B14.

www.gulfislands.net/wordpress

WANTED: Your questions about Gulf Islands 
life. Email ageddes@gulfislands.net or fill 
out the question form on the blog.

Sign up for e-mail 
notifi cation of 

new posts. Follow 
instructions on the blog.

DO

N’T MISS A POSTDO

N’T MISS A POST

www.gul

design

Grace Point Square       537-9500

frankly scarlet
jewellery

SOCIETY

The three-pronged tongue: gossip and community
Gossip’s impact 

on Salt Spring 

Island
BY LESLIE WALLACE 
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

It doesn’t take long 
for newcomers to Salt 
Spring to get a sense of 
our unique island cul-
ture. 

Generally speaking, 
islanders are friendly 
and helpful to each 
other. When tragedy 
strikes we are also gen-
erous. We talk with, 
and even hug, people 
we don’t know. And 
we gossip about each 
other — a lot.

In a relatively small 
community such as 
Salt Spring, an argu-
ment could be made 
that certain types of 
gossip function as 
legitimate “news” and 
might even be regarded 
as building community. 

An islander who sees 
a lot of people in her 
business, upon hear-
ing that I was doing this 
article, remarked that 
people hearing that a 
couple has broken up, 
for example, are less 
likely to accidentally 
say things to that per-
son that might cause 
them pain or embar-
rassment. Passing along 
the “news” that some-
one has passed away 
will often result in the 
community respond-
ing more quickly with 
kind words and assis-
tance for the family left 
behind. 

When most people 
think of gossip, though, 
they are thinking of the 
destructive variety, the 
type of gossip that can 
damage reputations, 
make it difficult for a 
person to get a job or 
housing or make new 
friends. 

On Salt Spring, repu-
tation is everything. It’s 
common practice on 
the island to ask other 
people who live here 
for references for pro-
spective tradespeople, 
tenants, employers and 
employees. 

I asked around about 
a fellow’s family before 
agreeing to go out with 
him. It’s hard to keep 
a secret here, and if 
you’re a trial to work for, 
if you’re always in con-
flict with your neigh-
bours, if you cheat your 
customers, chances 
are, people will fi nd out 
about it and they will 
tell others. 

Re a d e r s  m a y  b e 
familiar with the story 
about the islander who 
started a rumour about 
herself in Fulford, curi-
ous to know how long it 

would take the rumour 
to get to Ganges. The 
reported travel time? 
Fifteen minutes. It’s a 
great system, as long as 
the “information” cir-
culating about a person 
is actually true.

But what if the nega-
tive gossip that’s been 
told about someone 
isn’t true? I’ve been the 
object of negative gos-
sip twice that I know of. 
In both cases, the per-
son who was told the 
gossip told me about 
it — not to cause me 
harm — but to let me 
know that these partic-
ular people were speak-
ing badly of me. In one 
case, I didn’t take the 
incident to heart. The 
gossiper was someone 
who was in the habit of 
speaking badly of oth-
ers and I was confi dent 
that my reputation 
would not be stained by 
that person’s remarks. 

I was very disturbed 
by the second incident, 
though. Again, the gos-
siper was someone I 
knew, although not very 
well. What they said 
about me was untrue 
and had potential to 
do me signifi cant harm 
in the community. It 
caused me harm just 
to hear it, and to won-
der who else has heard 
it, and whether or not 
they believed it. 

How someone talks 
about a person when 
they’re not present is a 
pretty good indicator 
of that person’s status 
in the community. Are 
they well-liked? Are 
they respected? Those 
who study the func-
tions of gossip say that 
gossip usually has one 
of two functions — to 
force people to con-

form to group norms, 
or to help the gossiper 
in some way. 

The higher the com-
petition between the 
gossiper and the gos-
sipee, the more likely 
it will be that the gos-
sip will be of the nega-
tive variety. Someone 
who has been hurt by 
the words or actions 
of someone else might 
revert to gossiping 
about them if they lack 
the courage or asser-
tiveness skills to con-
front the person direct-
ly.

Negative gossip has 
such a potent capac-
ity for harm that spiri-
tual traditions such as 
Judaism and Buddhism 
include teachings that 
specifi cally address this 
topic. Judaism teaches 
that gossip is a “three-
pronged tongue” that 
“kills” three people: the 
gossiper, the person 
who hears the gossip 
and one who is gos-
siped about.

“Right Speech” is one 
of the aspects of the 
Buddhist Eight-Fold 
Path, one of the prin-
cipal teachings of the 
Buddha, and includes 
avoiding idle chatter 

and gossip. In Pali, the 
language of some of 
the earliest Buddhist 
scriptures, the word for 
slander means “break-
ing up fellowship,” 
suggesting that early 
Buddhists were aware 
of the negative impact 
of gossip on communi-
ties as well as on indi-
viduals. In fact, anyone 
who joins a Buddhist 
community today is 
asked to adhere to the 
Buddhist  Precepts, 
which guide the con-
duct of those living in 
the community. Three 
of the 10 major pre-
cepts deal with how we 
speak with others, cau-
tioning against lying, 
slander and praising 
yourself while putting 
others down.

Perhaps you are one 
of the lucky islanders 
who has lived here long 
enough to hear a story 
about yourself. 

My favourite story 
along these lines was 
told to me by a long-
time islander. We’ll call 
him John Doe. John was 
chatting with someone 
he’d never met before 
— no names had been 
exchanged — when 
the person he was 
talking with launched 
into a story about, 
you guessed it, John 
Doe. John listened to 
the entire story. Only 
the person who told 
the story could tell us 
how he felt or what 
he thought when my 
friend told him: “I’m 
John Doe.”

Leslie Wallace is a 
private person who has 
given up on having a 
“private” life since mov-
ing to Salt Spring 16 
years ago.

It caused me 

harm just to 

hear it, and to 

wonder who else 

has heard it, and 

whether or not 

they believed it. 

Grabbing the CFSI radio signal
Q: When I’m in my car I can 

only get the new Salt Spring 
radio station in some areas. Can 
you fi nd out why this is the case 
and if there are plans to make 
reception better in the future?

L.S., Salt Spring Island
A: Variable island terrain and 

FM wave emission characteristics 
are what the CFSI management 
team pinpoints as why the sta-
tion cannot be accessed on some 
parts of Salt Spring Island.

Unlike AM radio waves that can 
travel the contours of the land, 
FM radio waves travel in a straight 
line and do not bend around the 
earth, explains station manager 
Bob Simpson. 

CFSI 107.9 FM, being an FM sta-
tion, is challenged by the extremely 
variable terrain of the island. When 
FM waves from CFSI’s transmitter 
tower on Mt. Erskine encounter 
mountains or large hills, the sig-
nals can be stopped or reflected 
back into space.

When asked why the station 
chose an FM signal, despite its 
challenges, Simpson said an FM 
station offers better sound qual-
ity for music; it is in stereo, where 
AM is usually not. AM is used 
primarily for talk radio, and given 
CFSI’s large musical content, the 
station decided FM was the way 
to go.

The management team says 
recent improvements to their 
transmitting antenna have given 
listeners improved access in 
Cusheon Lake, Blackburn Lake, 
Seymour Heights and Dukes 
Road areas of the central island, 
as well as Lee’s Hill and Fulford 
Valley.

Simpson estimates the FM sig-
nal can access more than 70 per 

cent of Salt Spring Island.
The station is planning future 

upgrades and working with an 
engineer to improve listener 
reception.

For those unable to receive 
the station’s FM signal, the sta-
tion offers live streaming online 
at www.cfsi-fm.com. Click “Lis-
ten Live Online” and open with 
a media player. CFSI suggests 
Winamp for Windows users, 
iTunes for Macintosh users and 
Rythmbox for those using Linux.

There are residents in the Bea-
ver Pt. area on dial-up who can-
not currently access online radio. 
The station hopes this will be 
resolved with a Shaw Communi-
cations’ federally funded broad-
band internet service upgrade.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

GREEN BOOK: Arthur Black signs copies of his new book Black is the New 

Green at Salt Spring Books on Saturday.

         YOUASKED

Amy
Geddes

READ THE BLOG AT WWW.GULFISLANDS.NET/WORDPRESS
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If you are going to, or have tried to sell your 
home, it is worth considering the following;
In this relatively slow buyers market, is it better to lower your price 
by lowering the commission you are going to pay to the real estate 
agents or give away your hard earned after tax home equity?
Times have changed - buyers shop for homes on-line on the 
Internet. The buyers want to see a great virtual tour of the home 
for sale on line. That is what I do and that is how we sell our listed 
homes. I have one of the best Virtual tour systems on the internet 
and will use it to show your home in the best possible light. I will 
help you stage your home to make it look great and sell for the 
maximum amount.
If your home is not listed with another agent ,call me, and I can 
show you how our simple, cost effective system works. I have sold 
19 homes on the island and saved the sellers thousands of dollars.

Scott Simmons, Salt Spring agent for
One Percent Realty Vancouver Island
saltspring@yahoo.com
250-538-8316 www.escapetosaltspring.com

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach
Services

250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

CFSI 107.9 FM
Salt Spring Radio

Now Live On Air and Online at

www.cfsi-fm.com

Seasons Greetings
To our friends 
on Salt Spring!

“Thanks for stopping by.”

           - Geoff

250-246-3115

Geoff Hopps
Owner

Quality Jewellery Repairs

frankly scarlet
jewellery

NOW OFFERING

Watch Batteries & Straps

Grace Point Square      

537-9500
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CHRISTMAS 
MARKET: 

Cerika and 

Georges, of Bo-

hemian Arts, sell 

their wares in 

Centennial Park 

on Saturday..

De-Scottishify? Och!  Just say ‘no!’
That garret of the earth – that knuckle-

bone of England / that land of Calvin, oat-
cakes and sulphur.

That would be Sydney Smith running 
off at the mouth. 

Smith was an English clergyman, essay-
ist and wit, a contemporary of Napoleon 
and Beethoven and, obviously, no great 
friend of Dear Auld Scotland, which is 
what he was slagging for being an attic, a 
skeletal leftover and a repository of brim-
stone religion and bad food. 

Mister Smith must have been possessed 
of an admirable set of gonads to bad-
mouth Scotland that way, considering 
that he was ordained 
as a minister in Edin-
burgh and even helped 
to found the esteemed 
Edinburgh Review in 
1802.

He’s not the only 
famous name to take 
a flinty view of Scot-
land. Lord Byron called 
it “a land of meanness, sophistry and 
lust.” Charles Lamb sniffed, “I have been 
trying all my life to like Scotchmen, and 
am obliged to desist from the experiment 
in despair.” That curmudgeon’s curmud-
geon, Samuel Johnson, grumbled, “The 
noblest prospect which a Scotchman 
ever sees is the high road that leads him 
to England.”

Harsh words, laddies — although to 
be fair, Scotland does have a few things 
to answer for. Argyle socks hop to 
mind. Closely followed by haggis, plaid 
shirts, kilts, porridge and caber tossing 
— all accompanied, of course, by the 
banshee keening of a set of Highland 

bagpipes.
I haven’t even mentioned Scotland’s 

most cursed bequest to the world. (Hint: 
it involves dressing up in geeky clothes in 
order to take long walks in faux-wilder-
ness surroundings punctuated by acts 
of personal fl agellation and self-morti-
fi cation infl icted with a variety of clubs 
and cudgels specifi cally designed for the 
aforementioned exercise in embarrass-
ment.) 

Ah, yes. No accident that, backwards, it 
spells “fl og.”

On the other hand, Scotland also 
bequeathed us Robbie Burns and single-
malt scotch. Not a bad bargain.

And, oh yes — Canada as 
we know it. 

If the Great White North 
could show the ribbons and 
strains of Scottish blood 
absorbed just in the explo-
ration of this land — the 
Mackenzies and Frasers, the 
Thompsons and Raes, the 
Douglases and Dunsmuirs 

— we’d have a brand new tartan on our 
hands. 

Those early Scots-Canadians mastered 
parchment as well as paddles. The names 
of the fi rst six prime ministers of Canada 
carry a certain burr: Macdonald, Mack-
enzie, Macdonald, Abbot, Thompson, 
Mackenzie Bowell.

For a mere knuckle-bone of England, 
Scotland has made a rather impressive 
international splash over the centu-
ries. It’s interesting, then, that there’s a 
move afoot to stamp all that out. And 
more interesting that the initiative for the 
move comes from Scotland itself.

It’s even given the English language a 

brand new word: de-Scottishifi cation.
This profoundly ugly mouthful means 

“to re-brand a product or a company in 
order to play down or remove its Scottish 
connotations.”

Why would any company want to 
divorce itself from its Scottish back-
ground? It all has to do with the decision 
this year by the Scottish government to 
release Abdelbaset al Megrahi — a.k.a. 
the Lockerbie Bomber. The man had 
been found guilty of involvement in the 
aircraft bombing that took 270 lives over 
Scotland. In 2001 he was sentenced to life 
imprisonment, but this year the Scottish 
government cut him loose and sent him 
back to Libya — a decision thought to be 
not unconnected to a massively favour-
able oil deal between Scotland and that 
country.

Whatever the politics, it was a PR disas-
ter for Scotland, leading to world-wide 
calls for a boycott of all Scottish busi-
nesses. The Hebrides company that man-
ufactures the famous Harris Tweed fab-
ric blinked. The company has dropped 
the word “Scottish” from all of its North 
American marketing campaigns. “We 
have been getting a lot of (negative) feed-
back and we have had to ‘de-Scottishify’ 
the image of the brand,” said a company 
spokesman. 

No more Harris Tweeds? What next — a 
blackout of all Sean Connery movies? Do 
we have to re-name Scotch Broth, Scotch 
Tape and Scotch Eggs?

At the risk of compounding their mis-
ery I think Harris Tweed should be cited 
for contempt.

Of the English language. “De-Scotti-
shification?” Ugh. Even Sydney Smith 
wouldn’t stoop that low.

WIT & WHIMSY

Arthur
Black

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Province expands screening program
An estimated 40,000 

babies expected to be 

screened in 2010

Ne w b o r n s  a c r o s s  B r i t -
ish Columbia are now being 
screened for more treatable 
metabolic diseases and other 
medical conditions, resulting in 
early identification and treat-
ment.

The BC Newborn Screening 
Program, a service of the Provin-
cial Health Services Authority, 
has expanded screening from six 
to 18 disorders, using the same 
simple blood sample already 
collected from babies shortly 
after birth.

“Over the coming year, the 
program will screen about 40,000 

newborns in B.C. and will likely 
identify about 40 babies with 
one of these 18 treatable con-
ditions,” states a press release 
from the provincial government. 
“In October 2010, a 19th disor-
der (congenital adrenal hyper-
plasia) will be added to the list 
of screened conditions for new-
borns.”

B.C. began newborn screen-
ing in 1964 with province-wide 
screening for one  disorder — 
phenylketonuria (PKU). Prior 
to this current expansion, the 
BC Newborn Screening Program 
screened for six treatable disor-
ders including  PKU, congenital 
hypothyroidism, galactosemia, 
medium-chain acyl-CoA dehy-
drogenase defi ciency (MCADD), 
glutaric aciduria Type I (GAI) 

and long-chain 3-hydroxyacyl-
CoA dehydrogenase defi ciency 
(LCHAD).

“Screening for these 18 treat-
able disorders improves health 
outcomes for  those affected 
children. These disorders were 
chosen after a careful review of 
the medical literature and best 
practices,” said Dr. Hilary Val-
lance, medical director of the 
BC Newborn Screening Pro-
gram and chair of the newborn 
screening advisory committee. 
“There are no additional steps 
for families or health-care pro-
viders, as the testing utilizes the 
same few drops of blood taken 
from the heel of a newborn that 
has been collected from babies 
born in B.C. for more than four 
decades.”

Photos are available
for purchase @ our on-line 

photostore
gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   

Do you have 
something to say 
about a story or letter?
Comment on-line
@ gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   



MeMe & Ron’s
TOWING 

Bring em back alive
Don’t drink and drive
250-537-9383

D   N’T

andand

TIM DUKE
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Phone: 
250-537-8887

Prompt 
Service

Fair Pricing

Enjoy the Holiday Season! 
Drive safely and

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE

HARBOURS END 
MARINE & EQUIPMENT
122 Upper Ganges Road at the head of Ganges Harbour

250-537-4202

Have a Safe and 
Happy Holiday Season

This message brought to you by the Driftwood and This message brought to you by the Driftwood and 
these community minded businesses.these community minded businesses.
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250-537-2023

Be Safe
CALL

Silver Shadow 
Taxi

24 HOUR SERVICE

250-537-3030

Get Home Safely
CALL

Silver Shadow 
Taxi

24 HOUR SERVICE

250-537-3030

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday 
season from all the staff at Moby’s.

PLEASE DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE

Mon.- Fri. 8:30-5 pm / Sat.9 - 3 pm
250-537-5527  /  1-888-537-5527

ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS SAFELY

Don’t Drink and Drive

BEDDIS ROAD BEDDIS ROAD 
GARAGEGARAGE
DRIVE SAFELY 

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Repairs to all makes & models

181A BEDDIS ROAD
250-537-4122

Have a Safe 
Happy Holiday

SAUNDERS SUBARU
                       1-888-898-9911Sales & Service 

Bob Saunders

GET HOME 
SAFELY!

Be Responsible Be Responsible 
this Holiday Seasonthis Holiday Season

DRINKDRINK
DRIVE!DRIVE!

250-537-9339

Think before you drink. 

Do you have a safe ride home?

Wishing you a safe & responsible 
Holiday Season.Holiday Season.

250-653-9279

Laurie’s
RECYCLING
& WASTE

Services Inc.

Celebrate Responsibly.
Have a safe & happy holiday season.Salt Spring Island Golf and Country Club

250-537-1760 • wwwfalconsheadgrill.com

GRILL LOUNGE

HAVE A SAFE & JOYOUS HOLIDAY
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