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Missing
man report
prompts
intensive
search

All-day effort puts islanders’
training to the test

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD EDITOR

Portlock Park and the surrounding area were
swarmed by trained searchers Saturday as Salt
Spring Search and Rescue (SAR) members and
others looked for a 54-year-old island male
reported missing to local RCMP.

According to SAR search manager Chuck Ham-
ilton, 22 Salt Spring SAR members were on the
ground and 40 more from six Vancouver Island
communities were called to assist with the highly
visible incident, along with local fire department
and RCMP members.

“Based on the territory . . . and the fact it was cold
the night before and he was lightly dressed, we were
worried about hypothermia,” said Hamilton.

As it turned out, Vesuvius Bay Road resident
Bradley White was fortunately warm and dry,
spending Friday night at the Salt Spring Inn in
Ganges before heading to a family member's
residence in Alberta on the early ferry Saturday
morning.

SEARCH continued on AS
ACADEMY AWARDS

FHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

YEAR OF THE RAT FAN: Lisa Owen is seen with seven of her 18 rats as the Year of the Rat is
ushered in next week on Feb. 7. Ling Weston's annual Chinese horoscope runs on Page A19.

Salt Springer gets date with Oscar

There will be excitement

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Movies buffs may recall films such as Inde-
pendence Day, Little Women, Snow Falling on
Cedars, Seven Years in Tibet and The Last of the
Mohicans for their often elaborate and intimate-
ly detailed sets, but few may know of the man

who helped make it happen.

Until now: .

Despite a roster of visually stunning films
under his belt, Salt Spring resident Jim Erickson
has had to wait more than 20 years for his first
Academy Award nomination, announced last
week in Los Angeles.

Erickson is in the running for the Oscar cele-
brating Achievement in Art Direction for his work

as the set decorator on There Will Be Blood.

The movie, based on a 1927 novel by Upton
Sinclair, recounts the plight of a downtrodden
California silver miner who strikes it rich during
the oil rush of the 1920s.

“It's a toss up,” Erickson commented about
his chances of bringing an Oscar back to Salt
Spring. “A film gets momentum for any number
OSCAR NOMINATION continued on A2

site plans
Rainbow Road scrap

metal business gets
Islands Trust scrutiny

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The din near Pallot Way is
about to get several decibels
louder as opponents and pro-
ponents of a neighbour’s tem-
porary use permit application
to operate a metal recycling
facility prepare to square off.

“To allow such a turn of
events in what is a settled,
rural neighbourhood is unac-
ceptable and would be a com-
plete abdication of the Trust’s
responsibility to“‘preserve and
protec['." wrote Andrew Gard-
ner in a letter to the Salt Spring
Island Local Trust Committee
last week.

Fifteen area residents met
at Gardner's home Monday
evening to mobilize public
opposition to the application
for a property at 440 Rainbow
Road.

Issuing the temporary use
permit to allow operation of a
transfer station on the prop-
erty is the first step towards
creating an industrial park in
the centre of a rural residen-
tial neighbourhood, Gardner
said. Such decisions, he added,
should not be made while
trustees and staff are reviewing
the island’s official community
plan.

“Should the permit be grant-
ed it will be the thin edge of a
very dirty wedge,” he said.

Applicant John Quesnel said
he made the application based
on advice he received from the
Capital Regional District so he
could continue operating his
metal recycling facility.
TRANSFER continued on A2
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Erickson off to the Academy Awards

OSCAR NOMINATION
continued from A1

of reasons. In this case, I think it was a
combination of brilliant performances
and a breathtaking piece of work.”

There Will Be Blood has wowed audi-
ences, reaped a windfall at the box
office and been nominated for eight
Academy Awards, all on the relatively
low budget of $7.5 million.

The film's recognition shows that
big-time budgets aren’t the only guar-
antee of success.

On the set of his latest project,
Watchmen, Erickson’s challenge was
turning a Vancouver parking lot into a
five-block stretch of Manhattan. Crews
even had to bring in special traffic
lights and man-hole covers to create
the right look.

Working with smaller budgets, he
said, can make the craft so much more
rewarding.

“Making a good movie doesn’t mean
you have to spend a lot of money,” he
said. “A movie's success often rides on
the vision of its director.”

Paul Anderson is the director of
There Will Be Blood. His ability to com-
bine a stellar cast and professional
crew helped Erickson earn additional
nominations from the British Academy
of Film and Television Arts and Art

Jim Erickson

Directors Guild.

The way things are going, February
is gearing up to be a pretty busy month
as Erickson attends ceremonies in Bev-

“Making a good movie doesn’t

mean you have to spend a lot

of money.”

JIM ERICKSON
Oscar nominee

erly Hills, Hollywood and London.

Erickson said he’s looking forward to
March when he can spend more time
working on his garden and preparing
to follow up on his blue-ribbon-win-
ning garlic at the island’s fall fair.

Since moving to British Columbia
from Minnesota in his early 20s, Erick-
son said, the vibrant Vancouver film
scene has provided him with a fulfill-
ing and exciting career.

“I don't think it's anything I set out
to do,” he said. “It just kind of hap-
pened that I enjoyed doing this kind
of thing.”

Even talk of toning down the Feb.
24 Oscar ceremonies due to a strike
by Writers Guild of America members
can’'t dampen his spirits.

“Who cares?” he said. “I've got the
nomination and nobody can take that
away from me, whether it’s televised
or not.”

CRIME

Vandals target men's washroom in park

Police investigate
series of incidents

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Spring Island RCMP
are searching for suspects
after vandals attacked the
Centennial Park washrooms
on Tuesday, Jan. 22.

PARC’s operations and
project manager Dave Gib-

bon said the individuals
“trashed the toilet cubicles”
at approximately 8 p.m.
prior to the facility being
locked up for the evening.

The incident is the latest
in a rash of vandalism inci-
dents reported from all cor-
ners of the island.

On Jan. 20, Salt Spring
RCMP received a number
of reports from residents
about mischief to property,

including the removal and
knocking over of traffic signs
at the Vesuvius ferry termi-
nal and along Isabella Point
Road. Several empty beer
cans and bottles were found
nearby.

The previous evening,
vandals cut down an oak tree
in the GISS student park-
ing lot sometime between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. Police dis-
covered more of the trade-

mark empty beer cans and
broken bottles on the site.

Police have yet to receive
any leads in the case and are
unsure if the incidents are
related.

If arrested, perpetrators
face charges of mischief.
RCMP officers ask anyone
who notices suspicious
activity to contact the Salt
Spring RCMP detachment at
537-5555.

TUP application will be addressed Feb. 7

TRANSFER
continued from A1

“This is very unfortunate,
but I am trying to do the
right thing here,” he said
on Monday. “I'm willing to
make concessions.”

In 2007, he said, the

facility helped islanders
recycle more than 2.5 mil-
lion pounds of steel and
has made every effort to
accommodate neighbours’
requests he reduce noise
and construct fencing
around the site.

Though he is “certainly

aware of the issue,” Salt
Spring Island trustee George
Ehring said he will not
receive a final staff report
on the application until the
public comment period
comes to a close on Feb. 5.
It is anticipated the Salt
Spring LTC will speak to

the TUP application at its-
monthly meeting on Feb. 7,
though an official agenda
had not yet been released
when the Driftwood went to
press Tuesday evening.

For more information,
contact the local Islands
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ISLAND AGRICULTURE

Much heavy lifting required
to restore island farms

Area Farm Plan calls for agricultural revolution

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWO00 STAFF

With Salt Springers using only five per cent of the island’s
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) land to produce vegetables
and flower crops, farmers and food lovers had good reason
to welcome release of the highly anticipated Area Farm Plan
(AFP) on Saturday afternoon.

After nearly three years of studies, reports and discus-
sions, project administrator Anne Macey revealed the plan
that is hoped to help revitalize local food production.

“The time has come for the agricultural community to
stand up against the forces that have impacted agricul-
tural production,” she said. “It’s time to secure agriculture’s
strong position in the local economy. We do not have to
become irrelevant as the island changes.”

Nearly 100 people gathered in the Gulf Islands Secondary
School’s multi-purpose room to hear the plan’s components
and agricultural speakers from around the province, and
attend a locally grown dinner at the school's cafeteria.

Participants will need all the energy they can muster if
there is any hope of curtailing Salt Spring’s agricultural
decline given the latest statistics.

Only 55 per cent of the island’s 7,218 acres of ALR land
is even farmed at all. One third of ALR properties under 10
acres (four hectares) is being farmed and only two per cent
of grocers’ inventories come from local sources.

History shows the decline of farming on Salt Spring Island
stems not from the land’s inability to provide but from
changes that have seen the family farmer and backyard gar-
den replaced by the convenience of a global food industry.

Cheap and efficient transportation means the milk will no
longer go sour on the trip over from Vancouver Island and
has put local farmers in direct competition with producers
around the world.

At the same time, consumer tastes have developed based
on the expectation of eating bananas over beets at any time
of year.

That'’s why a major component of Salt Spring’s AFP places
an onus on educating people about the social, health and
economic merits of eating locally produced food, no matter
how tempting those chemically laced, gas-guzzling Califor-
nia strawberries might be.

“Increased agricultural education in island schools could
inspire a younger generation to remain on the farm,” said
Rebecca Bloch, an island farmer who represented Island
Natural Growers on the AFP’s steering committee. “Children
can teach their parents to become conscientious consum-
ers.”

Getting into the island’s schools with new initiatives like

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUINDY

Islanders gather at the high school to discuss the Area Farm Plan.

the Growing Up Organic program under development by
Pat Reichert is but one of the plan’s 28 recommendations.
Goals range from easy-to-achieve targets like encouraging
more backyard gardens to addressing the perennial short-
age of housing for agricultural workers.

The plan’s main component is the creation of a Salt Spring
Agricultural Alliance to gather information from the farm-
ing community and encourage promotion and markets for
locally produced foods.

“Everybody is kind of doing their own thing and it would
be really great if we could all communicate with each other,”
said Bree Eagle, a young farmer who returned to work on her
parents’ farm after attending university in California. “Over-
all, this is an amazing start and I hope something really
positive comes out of it.”

Also recommended is creating a community farmland
trust to acquire, manage and arrange leasehold agreements
with newer farmers, which could “ensure that farmland held
by the trust would be actively farmed in an environmentally
and socially sustainable manner.”

The report’s third key recommendation promotes setting
up more community-operated agricultural amenities. Con-
struction of composting facilities, an abattoir and cold stor-
age service could help ensure farmers have a guaranteed
local place to take livestock and safely process their food.

“With those three elements in place,” the plan states, “we
believe that Salt Spring Island would go a long way to re-
establishing itself as ‘a place where agriculture is a strong,
vital and productive part of the local economy,’ as our vision
statement encourages.”

Plan to Farm, an Area Farm Plan for Salt Spring Island,
was made possible with financial contributions from Agri-
culture and Agri-Food Canada, the Investment Agriculture
Foundation of B.C., the Islands Farmers Institute, Island
Natural Growers, the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Com-
mittee, the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, and the
Capital Regional District.

Presentation of the plan was followed by a dinner of local-
ly produced food prepared by island chefs and Gulf Islands
Secondary School culinary arts students.

News briefs

Pool opening
still murky

Parks and Recreation
Commission (PARC) opera-
tions and project manager
Dave Gibbon anticipates
the Rainbow Road pool will
open its doors to the general
public by late March or early
April.

“We still don't have a firm
date and we will not forsome
time,” he said Tuesday.

Gibbon based the latest
estimate on a timeline pre-
sented by Liberty Construc-
tion Management at Mon-
day night's PARC meeting.

Under the current time-
line, PARC will take control
of the facility on March 10,
whereupon the operator will
schedule several specially
scheduled “soft openings”
over several weeks.

The openings will give
various community orga-
nizations a sneak preview
of the $6.3-million facility,
while pool operations are
fine-tuned.

“I've heard this all before,
but I'm not making any pre-
dictions,” Gibbon said.

The initial opening date
for the Rainbow Road Recre-
ation Centre was Christmas
2006.

RCMP file

RCMP officers assisted by
neighbourhood residents
arrested a 38-year-old Victo-
ria man after he was found
breaking into a mid-island
home Saturday.

The search began after the
suspect was observed break-
ing into a home on Natalie
Lane earlier in the day.

Police detained the man
on two counts of breaking
and entering, as well as one
count of causing a distur-
bance by being drunk.

The suspect was released
on conditions he not visit
Salt Spring Island and attend

court in Victoria on March
13.

A Salt Spring driver is
scheduled to appear in
Ganges Court in March on
charges of impaired driving.

RCMP officers on routine
patrol Monday observed her
vehicle swerving into the
opposite lane. The 54-year-
old woman was taken into
police custody and the car
towed from the scene.

Bubble
findings

tracted by the Parks and
Recreation Commission

has determined the anchor
system used to secure the
Portlock Park tennis bubble
must be replaced.

The firm’s recommenda-
tion comes after 30 of the
system’s 84 anchors failed
pressure tests conducted in
November 2007.

The findings mean any
attempt to construct a
new bubble facility would
require the construction of a
concrete grade beam foun-
dation around the court’s
perimeter.

The news coincides with
release of a PARC-commis-
sioned report to develop a
business plan for an indoor

tennis facility.

The report by Monty
Holding and Associates rec-
ommends PARC replace the
tennis bubble at Portlock
Park in the short term and
consider the Rainbow Road
location for any future ten-
nis facility.

The total cost to con-
struct and cover one new
court, the report indicates,
is $296,500.

Estimated operating costs
of $30,000 could be recov-
ered through programming
fees and court rentals.

Commissioners voted to
receive the report to permit
time for further review.
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250,537.5525
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UPCOMING EVENTS séégpring
FOR 2008 Island
CONSERVANCY

I Feb. 8 - SUSTAINABILITY: THE POSSIBILITIES
ARE ENDLESS by Neil Dawe of the Qualicum Institute
I on Sustainability. Lions Hall. Co-sponsored by I-SEA.
Feb. 15 - COUGAR ANNIE’S GARDEN
| with Peter Buckland & Margaret Horsfield (Author of Book).
Mom. Gos. Chapel. Co-sponsored event with SSI Paddlers.

March 14 - SHORE BIRDS

y Wayne Campbell. Co-sponsored
event with Trail and Nature Club.
Lions Hall.

March 15 - Wayne Campbell
workshop and walk to three sites.

Phone 538-0318 to register and pay ($20).

April 11 - CLIMATE CHANGE AND

ENDANGERED SPECIES ON SSI. Keith Ferguson,

lawyer with Ecojustice Canada, formerly Sierra Legal

Defence. Lions Hall.

May 10 & 18 BIRDING WITH BOB. Ford Lake,
9:00 a.m. Phone 538-0318 to register. Free to members

and pay ($20).

May 16 - NATIVE PLANTS OF SSI
by Matt Fairburns. Lions Hall.

May 17 - Walk to identify native plants
10:00-1:00. Phone 538-0318 to register

All talks are 7:00 pm to 9:00 - by
donation. Refreshments included.

L__——-----

FIRE DISTRICT

': NEWGSBEAT

 Agriculture committee delays
 fire training ground dedision
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Committee requests
professional opinion
before making
recommendation

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Members of the Advi-
sory Agriculture Commit-
tee (AAC) need more pro-
fessional input on how an
expanded Fulford Valley fire
training centre will impact
an adjacent organic farm
before submitting their
opinion to the Salt Spring
Local Trust Committee.

“] am just not prepared
to throw the dreams of this
young family to the wolves.
It's just not acceptable,”
said committee member
George Laundry, during an
AAC meeting on Thursday.
“I could not possibly give
my support to this without
the first condition being
that they get their [organic]
certification.”

The professional’s opin-
ion will be based on envi-
ronmental assessments
commissioned by the fire
district, walking the pro-
posed site and a review of
the expansion proposal.

The new training ground
will cover .8 of an acre con-

PARC

tained within the Agricul-
tural Land Reserve behind
the Fulford fire hall. Fire
trustees say the $500,000
project will decrease train-
ing costs and encourage
new recruits.

A new site, said fire trust-
ee Mark Wyatt, would be
cleaner than any training
conducted on the site over
the past 25 years.

“If they're on track to get
their organic certification
based on what has hap-
pened in the past, I can'’t see
how improving our train-
ing ground can affect that,”
Whatt said. “I don’t want [the
farm] to lose its organic sta-
tus either, but what we are
proposing to do is 100 times
better than what's been

.done in the past.”

Fire trustees and the
Salt Spring Fire Depart-
ment eliminated plans for
a “burn-building” to reach a
compromise with the proj-
ect’s opponents.

“Ithink this is areasonable
compromise. Nobody is get-
ting everything they want,
but I think there is enough
here to be acceptable for
everybody,” said Salt Spring
Fire Protection District chair
Michael Schubart. “Honest
people can disagree.”

Salt Spring Island trust-

ees have asked for the AAC’s
opinion before the applica-
tion is sent to the provin-
cial Agricultural Land Com-
mission (ALC) for further
review.

“What we are

proposing to do is
100 times better than
what’s been done in

the past.”

MARKWYATT
Fire district trustee

Any conditions attached
to the fire district’s rezon-
ing application would be
addressed by the Islands
Trust if the ALC approves
the application.

Farm owner Darren Farias
asked the fire district and
committee members to con-
duct a more thorough site
inspection as outlined by
the National Fire Protection
Association’s Guideline 1429
dealing with the construc-
tion of fire training grounds.

“If you are going to build a

first-rate facility you should
be looking at the guide-
lines,” said Farias. “These
require that a whole group
of hydrologists, agrologists,
geologists and other scien-
tists look at not only what
you think might happen but
at what might not happen.
Without that basic bit of
information the guidelines
suggest you do, there can
never be an account of what
is truly going to happen.”

AAC member Conrad
Pilon said he would like more
information on whether the
current training ground site
requires any cleaning up and
assurances that a remaining
parcel of farmland behind
the proposed training ground
be considered for commu-
nity use.

“If that last part of the
property could be set aside
for recreation or agricultur-
al purposes in perpetuity,
we could be assured there
will not be a plan C or plan
D,” he said. “Those are the
kind of conditions I think
the community will want to
endorse.”

The Salt Spring Island Fire
Protection District will host
a public training ground
information session on Sat-
urday, Feb. 2 at 10 a.m. atthe
Fulford fire hall.

PARC manager Dave Gibbon calls it quits

Set to resign June 30 as
Harris also steps down

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
ORIFTWOOD STAFF

Parks and Recreation Commission
(PARC) operations and project manager
Dave Gibbon cites a lack of commission-
ers' confidence in him as one of the rea-
sons he decided to formally announce
his resignation Monday evening.

“I think the time has come to move
on,” writes Gibbon in his letter of res-
ignation.

“In the words of a colleague, who I
respect very much for his tenacity, ‘1
have had enough."

Gibbon said incidents over the past
year, including controversy over the
Portlock Park tennis bubble project,
and feedback from some commission
members led him to conclude he does

“I hope the pitfalls and
vagaries of small-town
politics do not get in the
way of real and deserved

progress.”

DAVE GIBBON
Operations and project manager, PARC

not have the commission’s full support.
“If this is the case I cannot function
effectively as the administrative man-
ager for PARC,"” he states.
Gibbon took the opportunity to
credit the efforts of commissioners,
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staff members and volunteers to bring
about many changes over his six-year
tenure.

“None of us deserves to be treated
as scapegoats and targets for the vin-
dictive attacks of a few individuals or
special-interest groups with personal
agendas,” he said.

Gibbon said he expects the Capital
Regional District to implement chang-
es to the delivery of PARC's manage-
ment services by the time his replace-
ment is found when his contract is up
at the end of June.

“I hope the pitfalls and vagaries of
small-town politics do not get in the
way of real and deserved progress,” he
concludes.

In other PARC news, commissioner
Kirk Harris said a busy work schedule
left him little other choice but to step
down from his position on the board
as of Monday.

Islands Trust

sustainable
* 250-352-5582

Please note that public access hours to the Salt Spring Island Trust
office have changed. With the exception of statutory holidays and
exceptional circumstances, the office is now open to the public
from 08:30AM to 4:30PM, Monday to Friday:

You can visit our website at any time for information on zoning
and current Official Community Plan documentation at www.
islandstrust.be.ca - select Salt Spring Island and Planning Bylaws.

ISLANDS TRUST
HOURS OF OPERATION

Friendly
Downtown Sidney

Comner o 4th & Bevan =80 CloSe to great savings!

NEW STOCK
2003 PONTIAC MONTANA, 46K ...oocsrvssusssssrismsssssesses . $10,995
2007 CHEVROLET COBALT, 18K .cccucssmmssssmusmssasse $11,985
2003 CHEV TRACKER, 59k $10,995
2006 FORD TAURUS, loaded $10,995
2004 TOYOTA ECHO, 51k §10,995 —
2002 CHEV CAVALIER, 50k §7,995

CASH FOR CARS! Car buyer on duty
2 CeEE ne44d oEE ne4dn

2007 TOYOTA YARIS
I naded 1

. SHAPE!

' =
MINT =

2004 DODGE DAKOTA EXT C.
Arul autn €132.995
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Search shows quality of team

SEARCH
continued from AT

However, those factsdidn't
come to light until Saturday
evening, just as the last con-
tingent of SAR members —
who came all the way from
Campbell River — stepped
off the ferry at Vesuvius Bay.

Hamilton was grateful for
the high level of response,
making special note of
how Community Gospel
Chapel personnel allowed
their building to be used as
search headquarters.

“They were incredibly
generous and gracious,” he
said.

Salt Spring’s Emergency
Social Services group also
kicked into action, espe-
cially to ensure all volunteer
searchers were fed and had
a place to sleep.

“This event demonstrated
the need to have search and
rescue capabilities on Salt
Spring Island,” said RCMP
Sgt. Danny Willis.

“It also emphasized the
quality of the team we
have here. The operation
ran smoothly with all the
correct steps being taken
to ensure the safety of the
team members and that
service to the community
was being provided in an
expedient manner.”

A tracking dog was even
brought in to check near the
Lancer Building on Lower
Ganges Road when a report
of White’s presence in that
area came in.

But after “new informa-
tion” arrived via the RCMP,
said Hamilton, focus shifted
to downtown Ganges.

When Salt Spring Inn per-

sonnel were shown a photo
of White, they confirmed
he had stayed there Friday
night with plans to head to
Alberta the next day.

“So we stood down the
search, along with the RCMP,
assuming he was off-island,”
said Hamilton.

On Sunday morning the
story was confirmed, he
added.

Hamilton was pleased not
only with the positive out-
come but the search itself.

“The level of co-operation
and communication was
great,” he said.

Besides the Campbell
River contingent, par-
ticipating off-island SAR
teams were from Duncan,
Nanaimo, Aerosmith, Victo-
ria and the Peninsula Emer-
gency Measures Organiza-
tion.

RAINFOREST APPEAL

Biodiversity blitz set for Creekside lands

Rare features
catalogued for
fundraising drive

A team of expert biolo-
gists with maps, notebooks
and lenses at the ready are
preparing to assess the
Creekside rainforest today
(Wednesday).

The subject of an intense
fundraising campaign with
a Feb. 29 deadline, the 7.8-
hectare (19.5-acre) parcel
will be combed by volunteer
specialists, who will list its
rare biological features.

“Although winter is not
the best season to see every-
thing thatlives in or depends
upon this ecosystem, we
have a tight deadline and
we're grateful that these
scientists will participate
in a ‘biodiversity blitz’ that

will then be written up in a
report to support our grant
applications,” said Maureen
Moore, the Save Salt Spring
Rainforest Appeal coordina-
tor.

“The community has been
amazingly generous, but as
well we do need funds from
institutional donors.”

Specialists from on and
off the island will provide
expertise in the areas of rare
ecosystems, land features,
significant plant communi-
ties/species, mosses, bats,
birds, wildlife, herpetology,
hydrology, creek health and
fish.

Well-known B.C. biolo-
gists Kathy Dunster and Bri-
ony Penn will direct opera-
tions.

The Save Salt Spring Rain-
forest Appeal has raised over
$600,000 to date, with one

month left to collect the
remaining $400,000.

A gourmet winemaker’s
dinner slated for Saturday;,
Feb. 16, with guest speaker
Iona Campagnolo, who was
B.C'’s first female lieutenant
governor, is the next cam-
paign fundraiser.

Miles Ferryman (former
Hastings House chef) and
Jesse Blanchette (of Falcon-
shead Grill) are both donat-
ing their skills to the cause.

They have developed
a delectable rainforest-
themed menu for the $100-
a-plate dinner, which will be
held at the Salt Spring Golf
and Country Club.

For more information,
visit http://www.savesalt-
springrainforest.com/.

(Dial-up users should try
www.savesaltspringrainfor-
est.net.)

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUINDY

Salt Spring Search
and Rescue members
Chuck Hamilton and
Per Svendsen look at
a map at the search
command base,
which was set up at
the Community
Gospel Chapel on
Saturday.

We're online at
gulfisiands.net.
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terra firma
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www.sirewall.com

537-9355
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| 2:55 pm Every Day (51 toVan. dt &airport . @3 1 of

. 8:45 am Mon-Sat & 11:35 am Sun-Fri

Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

David Waddington
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor

QuickBooks Setup and Training

Personalized Tutoring » Ongoing Support

537-0854

Specializing In Small Business

EREIS OUR SCHEDULE

Ganges
7:55 am Mon-Sat & 10:45 am Sun-Fri

Direct Van airport to Ganges
9:00am Mon-Sat & 11:50 am Sun-Fri

4:00 pm Every Day (Vancover to Ganges)
Direct Downtown fo Ganges

3:45 pm Every Day (Vancouverto Ganges) §

" drawfora retum trip for one to Vancouver.

Come to the SS Air office to enter,
we are at: Grace Point Square

> =Salllt

smart for two
» 70 miles/galion e Diesel powered

o Low emissions (90g/100km CO,)

e Coupe or Cabriolet

...................fmm $1 6,700 ™

- For more inmrmatiun_ call

GARY MASON ;
Three Point Motors 1-888-215- 1115
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OUR RAINFORE
By BRISTOL FOSTER
Education Rainforest 101;

How rare are temperate rainforests?

They cover only about 1% of

What can one cubic inch of soil mean?
It can hold a mile of living species. These species
maintain the health of our soils on which all land

life depends.

Our ignorance of these soil ecosystems is -

profound.

Protecting our forests helps to mitigate some of
the effects of global warming. Our temperate
forests are part of the lungs of the world.

Salt Spring’s Bristol Foster is an mtemationaﬂy
known biologist who supports saving our

rainforest.

WE HAVE UNTIL FEBRUARY 29TH TO SAVE CREEKSIDE RAINFOREST!
The Land Conservancy of B.C. (TLC) has a signed agreement to purchase this
property and preserve it forever. We have already raised over 600 thousand

dollars in pledges and need to raise 400 thousand more. When pledges are called
in, TLC will issue charitable tax receipts to donors including special receipts for
those paying U.S. taxes. Pledge forms are at Patterson Market, SS Books, SSI

Conservancy and on-line.

OUR COMMUNITY CAN SAVE OUR RAINFOREST!

IS WORTH SAVING

Earth’s land surface.

SAVE SALT SPRING ISLAND'S savesaltspringrainforest.com (for high speed)

CREEKSIDE RAINFOREST

SALT

MINI

537-4722

savesaltspringrainforest.net (for dial up)

PRING

TORAGE
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OCEAN VIEW
DUPLEX

Older 1500 sq. ft. up/down legal duplex walking distance to
Ganges. 2 bedrooms upper with Ganges Harbour/Mt. Baker view.
Lower level with separate entrance. Mt. Maxwell water. Needs
some T.L.C. Immediate possession.

$419,000
CALL JEANTO VIEW!
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JEAN DAVIS

As an Islander for over 34 years, | have a wealth of
background knowledge that can be invaluable
to prospective buyers and sellers.
Call me for your free market evaluation.

The Redl Estate Leaders
RE/MAX Salt Spring

(250) 537-9977 / 1-800-731-7131
www.islandplaces.ca | email: davis @saltpring.com

IFYOU WANT
TO RENT AN APARTMENT AT
MURAKAMI GARDENS...READ ON!!!
Housing Applications Now Being Accepted

Murakami Gardens, |67 Rainbow Road, will provide
affordable, secure and safe housing for low-to-
moderate-income individuals and families.

The tentative move in date is July 2008.

27 self-contained studio, one, two and three bedroom
rental suites are available. Rent levels are set to ensure
ongoing affordability. Applicants will need to meet
eligibility criteria to be considered for tenancy.

Application forms must be received at Community
Services by February 22"* 2008. Even if you are on the
waitlist, you still need to submit this full application!!

Application forms are available by:
= Pick up from Community Services at
268 Fulford-Ganges Road
= Download from website
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca ¢
® Phone at 537.9971

For further information, or if you have
questions, please contact Lizzy Rowe at
Community Services at 537.9971

NEWSBEAT

SALT SPRING RADIO

New antenna site eyed

Mount Erskine
tower on next

LTC agenda

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Directors of a communi-
ty radio station licensed to
operate on Salt Spring Island
have announced theirinten-
tion to install a transmission
tower on a Mount Erskine
slope.

Pending Industry Cana-
da approval, the 32-metre
(105-foot) tower will be
constructed on a privately
owned lot off Juniper Place,
roughly halfway up Mount
Erskine’s northern side, sev-
eral hundred feet from an
existing B.C. Hydro right of
way. The tower is roughly
the same size as new trans-
mission poles being erected
on the island.

According to the station's
operating licence, approved
by the Canadian Radio-tele-
vision and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (CRTC)
in 2007, the station is per-
mitted a maximum effec-
tive radiated power of 1,000
watts.

The station’s operators
said they plan to use a 400-
watt transmitter to serve the
island.

“We really are small pota-
toes as compared with the
usual 10-, 20-, even 50,000
watt transmitiers that sur-
round us,” said station co-
director Richard Moses,
speaking at a public infor-
mation meeting at Salt

VESSEL FIRE

Spring United Church Sun-
day evening.

“The sources we are
already being subjected to
are thousands of times more
powerful than anything we
propose for the island.”

Moses was responding
to audience member Chris
Anderson’s comments that
increasing radio-frequency
(RF) exposure poses a health
risk to residents who live
near the tower.

“I'm as conflicted as
anybody else,” he said.
“I'm addicted to radio, but
there is a biological cost to
the transmission of radio
waves.”

An engineer’s report pre-
pared for the station by
D.E.M Allen of Winnipeg in
2007 states “the probability
of interference is very low
due to the relatively low
power of this radio station.”

Proposed RF energy lev-
els are below the maximum
exposure levels as stipulated
by Health Canada’s Safety
Code 6.

The station’s directors
scheduled the public infor-
mation ahead of the Islands
Trust's Feb. 7 meeting, at
which trustees are expected
to forward their opinion on
the issue to representatives
from Industry Canada.

While the Salt Spring Local
Trust Committee (LTC) does
not have the power to sin-
gle-handedly prevent the
tower’s construction, Indus-
try Canada does take local
government opinion into
account when making its

final decision.

“We do nothave the power
to say ‘no,’” said local trust-
ee George Ehring on Sun-
day night. “Industry Canada
has the good grace to ask
us our opinion, but even if
we did have objections, they
could say ‘that’s too bad’ and
approve this anyway.”

Radio company co-di-
rector Gary Brooks said he
anticipates the station could
start broadcasting as early
as late spring or early sum-
mer, if paperwork, volunteer
recruitment and program-
ming proceeds as sched-
uled.

Once in operation, Brooks
said, he expects the sta-
tion's broadcasting range
will cover a triangular area
created by drawing a line
between Ladysmith, Tsaw-
wassen and Duncan.

Broadcasting to parts of
the south end, he added,
remains problematic given
conflicts with a Victoria-
based channel.

Patsy Siemens, another
of the station’s co-directors,
said CFSI 107.9 will empha-
size local programming, as
stipulated by the station’s
operating licence.

The station will rely on
four paid staff members and
an “army of volunteers” to
distribute high-quality local
arts and news program-
ming, she said.

“There are so many cre-
ative and talented people
on this island and we want
them to come to us with
their ideas,” she said.

Coast guard attend boat blaze

Cause under
investigation

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Coast guard personnel
responding to a boat fire
near Wallace Island in Trin-
comali Channel Thursday
morning failed to douse the
flames before the ship was
completely destroyed.

“It's a shame,” said Dan
Harvey, a coast guard rescue
specialist based in Ganges.
“It was a quality ship.”

Harvey said the owner of
the Evening Cove, a 30-foot
converted fishing vessel reg-

istered out of Nanaimo, was
exploring the island when
his ship caught fire by the
dock.

Harvey said coast guard
officers towed the flaming
ship away from the dock to
prevent the fire from spread-
ing. Portions of the wharf
at Conover Cove sustained
minor burn damage

Harvey estimates the boat
was worth between $50,000
and $100,000.

Officers based at Victoria's
Joint-Rescue Coordination
Centre (JRCC) dispatched
a Vancouver-based hover-
craft, auxiliary personnel
from Ganges and four offi-

cers aboard the Cape Kuper
when the incident was
reported just after 10 a.m.

The ship burned for near-
ly two hours, according to
David Burneau, the JRCC's
air-rescue coordinator.

Despite having more than
600 litres of diesel fuel on
board, Burneau said, the
Cape Kuper’s crew deployed
pollution booms before
any significant spills were
noticed.

Editor'snote: Thisstoryand
a photo were posted within
hours on the Driftwood’s new
website at www.gulfisland-
sdriftwood.com and in the
Weekender on Friday.

help you prosper now...

Whether you're contemplating buying your

first home, moving-up to meet the needs of your
growing family or refinancing to take advantage
of favourable interest rates, there's never been a
better time to turn your dream into a reality. We
look at your whole financial picture and design a
mortgage to suit your goals and objectives — for
you, your family, your future and your lifestyle.

Call us to find out how an Investors Group
mortgage planning specialist and The Plan™ can
and over time.

Time... to think about
buying your dream home

™ Trademark owned by IGM Financfal Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations. 1.G. Investment Management Ltd. Is a licensed mortgage
broker, Investors Group Trust Co. Lid. Is a trust company llcensed to lend monay in all jurisdictions in Canada. Clients with mortgage inquires
will ha raferrad to an investors Groun Morioaoe Plannina Soecialist.

Randy Cunningham
Consultant

(250) 537-2214

cell: (250) 221-0157
175 Suffolk Road,

Salt Spring Isiand

Randy.Cunningham@
investorsgroup.com

www.investorsgroup.com

The Plan

o Investors
Group-
Group Financial Services Inc.
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SURVEYING THE

SCENE:
Roland Temmel surveys
an area at Southey Point.

GARDENING

Sustainable food expert at Seedy ‘Sun.

John Jeavons one of
several weekend speakers

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A world-renowned leader in sustain-
able agriculture will visit Salt Spring for
Seedy Saturday “weekend,” the island’s
13th-annual exchange of seeds, ideas
and gardening information.

While Saturday, Feb. 9 features the
seed exchange, plant and seed sales,
farmers’ market, workshops and mas-
ter gardener help desk at the Farmers
Institute, Sunday morning’s activities
consist of a morning workshop with
John Jeavons of California.

Jeavons will lead Grow Biointensive
Sustainable Mini-Farming — Growing
Soil Fertility with Higher Yields, Lower
Resource Consumption and Open-
Pollinated Seeds in a World of Peak
Farmable Soil and Food!

Jeavons has been researching sus-
tainable farming techniques for devel-
oping countries for many decades, and
since 1972 has been perfecting farming
techniques first hand through his Cal-
ifornia-based, non-profit organization
Ecology Action.

Jeavons knows and “loves” our resi-
dent seed guru, Dan Jason, and had
the opportunity to meet some of our
farming community on a visit here last
November.

Jeavons' trademarked method is
formulated to grow enough food for
one person, for one year, on as little as
4,000 square feet.

Using a “closed system” that includes
carbon-rich grains for compost and

Enjoytoday.
INnvest for

your future.

|CIBC| CIBC
V"‘"‘: Imperial Service

For what matters.

high-calorie vegetables for the farm-
er, the system builds soil nutrients
instead of depleting them, saves water
and other resources, and encourages
healthier crops.

“The practices were using are some
of the most effective globally, and
have been used for over 4,000 years
(in China),” Jeavons explained. “So it’s
not something new, it's just a return to
something that really works.”

Jeavons said during a telephone
interview that his Salt Spring work-
shop will concentrate on how to grow
all your seeds in the smallest possible
area while preserving genetic diversity
and how to grow soil fertility:

The Grow Biointensive method has
been used to great success in over 100
countries and is not limited to the
developing world. Issues such as loss
of farming space and knowledge and
soil depletion mean these ideas are
equally important in North America.
Here on Salt Spring, our limited water
supply means Jeavons' ideas are of
particular significance.

For example, one of the tenets of
the Grow Biointensive technique is
“double digging,” or digging garden
beds to a depth of 24 inches, instead of
the usual six to eight. The advantages
to this simple idea are “many-fold,”
Jeavons says.

“One of the most important missing
ingredients in soil is air— the microbes
breathe oxygen like we do, and most
soils in the world are compacted.”

As well, deep beds promote root
growth, meaning hardier crops. They
also allow for far greater nutrient recy-
cling.

In combination with other tenets
such as using open-pollinated seeds,
close plant spacing, companion
planting and composting, deep dig-
ging “enables nature to create a ‘living
sponge cake,’ thriving with life.”

“This method — with the caveat, if
used properly — uses 67-88 per cent
less water per pound of food compared
with conventional methods,” Jeavons
finds.

He says it does so because the close
spacing of plants reduces water evap-
oration and the amount of organic
material in the soil holds water better.

As well, “by having balanced and
sufficient nutrients in the soil, plants
need to drink less water.”

While Jeavons believes the tech-
niques he teaches are necessary for
sustainable food production, he said
it’s still worthwhile for people to keep
gardens even without using these
methods (at first).

“I think it is important for everyone
to be gardening because one of the
things the developed world has lost is
the skill of food raising. If you're gar-
dening at home and not using sustain-
able practices, you'll still be learning
important skills, gardening organically,
and not using poisons.

“By the end of 2011 there may not
be very much surplus food left in the
world, and it may not be easy to import
food, so growing your own will be real-
ly desirable.”

Participants must register by Feb. 4
with Ben Luna (538-0115) to enjoy the
catered lunch which runs from noon to
2 p.m. with David Mincey speaking on
Chef Grower Collaboration.

that are right for you.
benefit from:
investor profile

investment managers

for return

(250) 538-5580 at our
120 Fulford Road, Ganges
location.

We can help you save for your future while living the
life you want today. Working with a Financial Advisor
who understands your personal situation and goals can
help you build a retirement plan with RRSP solutions

Take advantage of CIBC RRSP Portfolio Solutions and
» A tailored portfolio based on your individual
» Access to the expertise of world-class

* Portfolio diversification to manage
risk and increase the potential

For clear, objective advice that's e
right for you, please call me at 4

Shannon Wutzke, CFP
Financial Advisor
CIBC Investor Services Inc.

CIBC Imperial Service® is available in select markets and is most appropriate for individuals with household investable assets greater than $100,000. Banking products and services
are provided by CIBC. CIBC Investor Services Inc. ("CIBC I51*) provides investment and brokerage products and services. CIBC IS| is a CIBC subsidiary and Member CIPF. "CIBC For
what matters.” is a TM of CIBC. ® Registered trademark of CIBC.

Rare, Traditonal “Temple” Style Qi Gong
Develop Health, Longevity &

Higher Human Potential, Increase Bone Density,
Remove Meridian Stagnation

Learn Energy Management Techniques & More

NEWw CLASSES STARTING

Free INFORMATIONAL/LECTURE-CLASS

Mon Feb 4th 7pm &
Sat Feb 9th 12:00 noon
2172 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

PH: 250-653-4864
www.jingui-bc.com

ING WORKSHOP SERIES

Sponsored by Island Natural Growers

Sunday, February 10 -
9:00 to 3:30 « $30

Please pre-register if eating
by Monday, February 4

9:00 . Noon _
JOHN JEAVONS

~ Grow Biointensive -.
Sustainable Mini-Farming
author of “How to Grow More

Vegetables and Fruits, Nuts, Berries,
Grains, and Other Crops Than You
Ever Thought Possible on Less  Noon - 2:00

~Land Than You Can Imagine” QTEEED LUNCH

With guest speaker

2:00 - 3:30 David Mincey
WAYNE OSBOURNE speaking on Chef
on Heritage Poultry Grower Collaboration

Salt Spring Island Farmers Institute
Rainbow Road
Info and Registration Ben Luna 538-0115

"THE LOCAL"

locally owned, locally operated

We have a vast offering of

rare Burrowing Owl Wines!
They are selling quickly, so come in
and purchase yours for that special occasion or
that special someone!
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...featured in The Local Bar:
ONLY @ THE LOCAL BAR IS:

e Buzztime - play along TV

o There is something for everyone to enjoy!

¢ BYOF...means “bring your own food” -
pick up from any of the local eateries,
enjoy the atmosphere while having a beverage.

#108-149 Fulford-Ganges Road
Open 9 AM - 11 PM Daily
537-9463 store / 537-9485 bar
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EDITORIAL

Fertile
plan

long-to-sprout blue-

print for revitalizing

agriculture on Salt

pring Island was

released to the public on Sat-
urday, when some 100 people
attended a “Plan to Farm” event
at the high school.

Representing untold hours of research, discus-
sion and collaboration by dedicated steering com-
mittee members from existing Salt Spring agricul-
tural groups, the Area Farm Plan (AFP) is a cogent
articulation of where things stand now, where
farmers would like them to be and what steps
should be taken to reach the desired goals.

The AFP received funding and other support
from a host of government and non-profit bodies,
and it appears those funds were well spent.

In short, the AFP recommends:

= establishing a Salt Spring
Island Agricultural Alliance
THE ISSUE: to represent agricultural
New Area Farm interests and implement the
plan’s other recommenda-

Plan fons
i * setting up a com-
WE SAY' munity farmland trust to,
Farmersonthe  among other things, con-
rig ht track nect would-be farmers with

affordable land;

» creating facilities, such
as an abattoir, cold storage
or composting area, that could be used by all farmers.

From one perspective, there’s reason to be opti-
mistic the plan’s recommendations are do-able. The
AFP has momentum on its side, having arrived when
it appears demand for local food is on the upswing.
Many islanders have wholeheartedly embraced the
“eat local” movement, trying as much as possible to
support local farmers for all sorts of personal, envi-
ronmental and political reasons. Local retailers also
appear to be responding to consumers’ demands.

But as usual there is always a rub, and in this case it's
that people must be motivated to get their hands in the
soil and produce the food that is in demand and would
be consumed by islanders. Financial compensation
tends to top the list of motivators when career options
are considered, and the living to be made from pro-
ducing food is not known for its monetary rewards.

Making farmland more accessible through a
community farmland trust will help, but whether
or not enough people can be found to actually work
the land is something that may need to be tackled
in any sequel to the 2008 AFP.

In the meantime, community members can work
up a healthy appetite by familiarizing themselves
with the plan and supporting local food initiatives
whenever possible.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

SIR, CAN WE PLEASE GET YOUR

Soil bylaw needs some real teeth

BY RONALD WRIGHT

Citizens have been calling for Salt Spring tc

When is rock gold? Not very often, but the prov-
ince’s mining law treats them both the same.
If you find gold in your backyard the Ministry of

VIEWPOINT

pass a similar law ever since someone tried tc
blast away a 10-acre residential lot near Petei

Mines will likely give you a permit to blast the place to smith-
ereens. Unhappily for your neighbours, a Mines permit trumps
zoning and other land-use laws. You get rich, while the neigh-
bours get noise, dust, and sinking property values. Luckily for
them, gold is rare. But rock and gravel are far from rare — Salt
Spring is made of the stuff. Yet the ministry can give anyone a
permit to blast away a residential lot (or woodland, etc.) and
sell it by the truckload. This can happen almost
anywhere,

Arnell Park in 2003. The application was even-
tually dropped because of a public outcry led by the Stewari
Road Residents Association (I am a member), but that did not
stop the would-be miner from quarrying nearby.

When our current trustees ran for office more than two years
ago, they promised a strong bylaw to regulate new mines and
stop illegal ones; they said this was their “top priority.” Afte
many delays, a draft soil bylaw is now being circulated for dis-
cussion and could be enacted within weeks.

But hold the champagne. A law originally

The ministry does have some regulations, but Alaw ongmally intended to control commercial mines now explic-
they are few, feeble and seldom enforced. Most | itly exempts them! If passed in its present state, i
gravel quarries are never even inspected. Permits intended to control il do exactly the opposite of what was promised,
are issued without quibble unless there's a major | ’ It has become a charter for any industrial opera-
public outcry within 30 days of a notice in the back commercial mines  tion with a Ministry of Mines permit.
of the newspaper. And these notices state: “The How did this U-turn happen? Well, we can
Chief Inspector of Mines does not have a mandate now explicitly only assume that the draft Soil Bylaw was gut-
to consider the merits of mining at this site from a ted because of intense lobbying from mining
land-use perspective.” exempts them. interests. Indeed, a new application has just been

Well then, who does have this mandate? Answer:
local government; in our case, the Islands Trust. But
a Mines permit overrides zoning. And provincial law blocks
local governments from banning mines. Is this democracy?

There is, however, one way for the Trust to regain some con-
trol over what happens in our neighbourhoods. Although min-
ing can't be banned, it can be regulated by a soil removal bylaw.
And the regulations can be made tough enough to discourage
mining in inappropriate areas, and to enforce good standards
for water protection, noise, hours, fencing, clean-up, safety, etc.
In 2003 a gravel mining company took the District of Metchosin
to the B.C. Supreme Court on this very issue. Metchosin won.
That is a powerful legal precedent on which we must build.

Yes No
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announced to extract a quarter million cubic
metres from the Fulford Valley. That's a 12-acre
hole two storeys deep.

Concerned citizens should come to the Trust meeting at
ArtSpring on Thursday, Feb. 7, and/or write to our trustees.
Before it passes, this soil bylaw must be strengthened so thai
it regulates all new mines, and has real teeth with scientifically
defined standards.

The mandate of the Trust is to “preserve and protect.” If we
can'’t fulfill these objectives on Salt Spring, who will?

The writer gave the 2004 CBC Massey Lectures, A Short Histor)
of Progress. He lives and works on Salt Spring Island.
LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Are you worried about
falling stock market
prices?

10

Peter McCully Gail Sjuberg Lorraine Sullivan Eva Kuhn Claudia French
PUBLISHER MANAGING EDITOR PRODUCTION MANAGER OFFICE MANAGER CIRCULATION
sales@qulfislands.net news@gulfislands.net production@gulfislands.net ekuhn@gulfislandsnet cfrenchi@gulfislands.net

President: Frank Richards Editorial: Sean Mcintyre, Susan Lundy, Derrick Lundy, Elizabeth Nolan, Meghan Howcroft
Production: Kaye Segee, Emma Yardley, Advertising: Rick MacKinnon, Tracy Stibbards, Andrea Rabinovitch, Karen Hepp

Accounting/Circulation: Kim Young

Member of: Canadian Community Newspapers Association, B.C. & Yukon Community Newspapers Association, B.C. Press Council

Comaaning
Thrreiigea sy
Aagpaiaran

cnE



[slandVoices

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“I hope the pitfalls and vagaries of small-town politics do
not get in the way of real and deserved progress.”

DAVE GIBBON, PARC MANAGER

SALT SPRING SAYS

N

BRETT MACLEAN

IRENE HAWKSWORTH

JEAN TAYLOR TARA MELANIE PLATZ
It helps lower your carbon Because locally produced food People actually profit from HOLLINGSWORTH It’s fresh, it tastes better, it’s
Jfootprint and supports the has fewer additives than those selling it and we know what's It sustains our farms and healthier for the environment
community. other products. gone into producing it. farmers. and it supports the local
economy.

Letters

to the editor

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to Driftwood letters online at www.qulfislandsdriftwood.com

Big dreams

I feel a trifle annoyed with
the arrogance of the Salt
Spring Island Fire Protection
District (SSIFPD) board of
trustees. The volunteer fire
department is beloved by the
residents of Salt Spring Island
and these residents are wary
of the changes suggested.

Now;, that’s not to say that
we Salt Springers are not, for
the most part, willing to come
to the table with more money.
On the contrary, those that
I have spoken to say a wage
of $20 to $25 per hour for our
volunteers and some fringe
benefits, e.g. health insur-
ance, are in the cards.

With this fair pay pack-
age, will not another 20 or
so volunteers come forward?
‘And will we not have a fair
chance of keeping the volun-
teers that we presently have?

I'll take this opportunity
to ask the SSIFPD trustees to
remember that their dreams

of a big city fire department
with all the latest high-tech
toys is not shared, I believe,

only 300 metres away from
the proposed work site.
So unless there are trees

by the majority of Salt Spring  over 140 metres high, this
residents. quarry could become a 250-
ROBERT TRUME metre-wide ugly scar for
SALT SPRING everybody to see from the

Mine meeting
needed

In the Jan. 23 Driftwood
article on the gravel pit and
quarry plan at the end of
Jones Road, I was surprised to
read that the owner Mr. Aker-

road and from any view-
point in the valley.

I did also notice that only
1.5 ha (3.7 acres) will be
reclaimed when the project
is finished after five years,
while 4.9 ha (12.1 acres) will
be disturbed by the mining.
A program for protection

man asserts that a vegetation and reclamation of the land
buffer would block any view and watercourses, which
of the proposed site from the should be present according

Fulford-Ganges Road.

That is true for the gravel
pit, but a quick glance on
the application shows that
the quarry will be cut from
a 75- to 140-metre altitude
into the side of Hope Hill/
Bruce Mountain. The valley
floor and Fulford-Ganges
road are ata 50-m altitude at
the Jones Road junction and

to the Inspector of Mines
notice, was not provided.

Others have pointed out
salmon stream and environ-
mental issues.

The ugly hillside scar, the
absence of a reclamation
program and other environ-
mental issues should be rea-
son of great concern to Salt
Spring and a public inquiry

should be requested. You still
have until Feb. 8 to do so.

that Lunn regards nuclear
power stationsin the oil sands

KEES VISSER, as the way to make them less
ROURKE ROAD productive of CO2 and the oil
1041 generated there more accept-
Not altruistic 5 woriduwicnisrght.
Regarding Gary Lunn’s ly critical of Canada’s record
Viewpointand Michael Fried-  in this regard.
mans letter in the last Drift- Any suggestion that our
wood: It was very instructive reactors are unsafe (Moore

to hear the CBC The Cur-
rent interview with Herbert
Moore — a retired nuclear

also observed that the Maple
reactors, beingbuilttoreplace
the current NRU reactor at

chemist and engineer. Chalk River, are suffering
He stated quite clearly that major technical problems
the “international health and may never be opened)
crisis” Lunn talks about was  are likely to make us less sup-
wildly overstated — the NRU  portive of this strategy.
provides radioisotopes to I would welcome an inde-
North America only and of pendent inquiry into the fir-
those, few, if any, are used for  ing of Linda Keen.
treatment rather than diag- MICHAEL WALL,
nosis: Molybdenum 99 isno  SALT SPRING

longer used and others are
produced otherwise than by
fission in the reactor.

I wish I could agree with
Michael on the altruism of
Lunn’s and Harper's actions,
but I think he has forgotten

Bad judgement

It's good of Gary Lunn to
finally speak to the press
about his handling of the
Chalk River crisis; his earlier
evasiveness in returning calls

from the press and his con-
stituents made it look like he
had something to hide.

AsMr. Friedman points out
his Jan. 23 letter (“Supreme
law”), it is a serious thing
when politicians like Lunn
and Prime Minister Stephen
Harper decide to overrule
regulatory bodies that are
supposed to be indepen-
dent — but in contrast to Mr.
Friedman’s very low opinion
of civil servants, I'm actu-
ally much more concerned
about the motivations and
judgement of politicians.
And particularly politicians
like Lunn and Harper, both
of whom, for instance, think
that Canada should have
joined the Iraq War.

With suchweakjudgement
as that, I get very nervous
when they decide to overrule
the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission.

BRIAN SMALLSHAW,
BAY RIDGE PLACE

MORE LETTERS continued on A10

Trust’s fragile ‘ego-system’revealed in accuracy debate

I like the head of our Salt Spring Local
Trust Committee (LTC) and Islands Trust
Council, Kim Benson. She handles the Trust
meetings with grace, control and class.

Not from Salt Spring? It makes no differ-
ence, Our provincial rep Murray Coell hangs
up his hat in Saanich, as does our federal
rep Gary Lunn, when not going nuclear in
Ottawa. What should it matter if chairman
Kim chooses to spend half her life in ferry
line-ups commuting back and forth to Keats
Island?

But I start to get a little twitchy when she
takes on one of our own native sons, the
head ofIslanders for Self-Government (ISG),
Ken Marr. Ken Marr does live on Salt Spring.
It's not like Ken is a “Johnny-come-lately,”
ramming through marinas or bending set-
back regulations around another god-awful
townhouse development. He's a long-time
reisdent Salt Spring mensch. His Windsor
Plywood truck can be seen pretty much
every weekend at Portlock Park, where he is
coaching kids’ soccer. He is a dedicated dad,
a hard-working businessman and a pas-
sionate supporter of the island municipality
movement.

And so when the Trust claws come out,
we Salt Springers have to stand up and
be counted. When Benson writes a three-
page public diatribe casting aspersions on
Ken Marr’s integrity and veracity, we Salt
Springers need to take a close look at those
accusations.

Benson takes Marr to task over his rea-

soning that the upcoming
official community plan
(OCP) could “seriously affect
employment, housing and
propertyrights” in the future.
At first blush, I can under-
stand Marr’s big chill. Some
of the suggestions flow-
ing out of the focus groups

The Trust could merely lower
the mil rate to keep its part
of taxes down. No, the Trust
needs the money, particularly
for the care and feeding of
those other islands under its
protective wing. Curiously,
I have never heard a “thank
you” coming from Lasqueti,

would make the most rabid
tree hugger take a breath.

Thirty-metre setbacks from the water in
case future global warming causes ocean
levels to rise? Limiting house size to 3,000
square feet? Tourism taxes? Granted, these
have been turfed by the Trust politburo,
but it gives one pause as to what to expect
further down the road when the official
“review” is inked, doesn't it?

Butlet's get down to the “T and A” — Taxes
and Assessments. Benson feels it's mislead-
ing for ISG to mention that Salt Springers
would no longer pay rural-area taxes under
incorporation while not referring to costs we
would take on. Benson predicts taxes would
go up under a Salt Spring municipality.

Well, let’s see. Since 2002, the year of the
infamous incorporation defeat, my rural
taxes have increased 20 per cent, my Islands
Trust contribution has gone up 32 per cent
and overall taxes have jumped 34 per cent. I
didn’'t need the help of a municipality to
watch my taxes go through the roof.

And please, don t march out the soaring
property values as the reason for the increase.

Gambier or any of the other
islands. I guess they feel they
have a right to our money.

Playing the tax card is nothing new for the
anti-incorporation lobby. Back in 2002, they
took out enormous ads in this newspaper
(endorsed by such luminaries as Gary Hol-
man, Peter Lamb and Briony Penn) predict-
ing a municipality “could increase [prop-
erty taxes] by up to $1 million per year.”
Salt Spring would have to bow to develop-
ment pressures, the ads claimed, “to pay for
incorporation costs” and citing other places
where incorporation led to big-box stores,
casinos and the demolishing of a heritage
building for a doughnut franchise. And
Benson calls ISG's statements “misleading,
inflammatory and alarmist?” Please.

I shudder to think what my tax notice will
be in ‘08 and ‘09. What with money funnels
like the new pool, the new library and a
transit system, we will all be referring to the
present as “the good old days.”

I sure could use some of that $1.75 mil-
lion that ISG says Salt Spring offloads to
the Islands Trust every year. And by the

way, given the above laundry list of voter-
approved amenities, isn’t Salt Spring sound-
ing for all the world like a municipality? If
it walks like a duck and quacks like a duck,
isn't it time we called it a duck?

Today the Trust Council is cooing “just
wait,” believing that adding a couple of
more seats at the Trust table will somehow
make it all better.

In 2002, it was “just wait for the Com-
munity Charter legislation” and the Trust’s
“improved governance option” coupled
with dire warnings of the consequences of
going municipal. Kudos to them. The threat
of soaring taxes and a McDonald’s next to
Harlan's was enough to win the day.

It’s like they tore a page out of George
Bush’s campaign playbook. Substitute the
word "terrorist” with “developer” and there
you have it. Apparently the end justifies the
means. Whether Salt Springers will fall for
the same line a second time remains to be
seen. I sincerely hope that Marr doesn'’t let it
get to him. This is only just beginning.

One thing is certain. Once someone has
had a taste of power, it's hard to give it up. As
Malcolm X said, “Power never takes a back
step — only in the face of more power.”

The Trust’s extreme antithesis toward
incorporation is not difficult to fathom. It’s
no longer protection of the fragile eco-sys-
tem. It could well be defined as protection
of the Trust’s fragile “ego-system.”

head2head®@telus.net
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Specializing in custom Wide Plank
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Professional
Dog Grooming

All breeds welcome.
We love big dogs!

Call 250-537-5334

For an appointment
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Finding a job is easy. Finding a career with a company
that offers a great salary and benefits, room to move up
cares about its employees, is family-oriented, with flexible
part-time and full time scheduling, all while working
in challenging and rewarding positions. Oh, and is also
Canadian. Well, that's easy too.

Shaw, Canada's leading communications and entertainment
company is looking for enthusiastic and ambitious people
who also want to have a little fun. OK, a lot of fun.

To learn more about our career opportunities, or to apply

online, visit SHAW.CA
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OPINION

MORE LETTERS
continued from A9

Weak minister

In his Jan. 23 letter to the
editor (“Supreme law"),
Michael Friedman attempts
to whitewash the hapless,
ineffectual and incompe-
tent GaryLunn.

Saanich and the Islands
is saddled with this conser-
vative MP whose handling
of the Atomic Energy Can-
ada Limited/isotope fiasco
earned him derisive com-
ments even in the right-of-
centre Globe and Mail.

Why did Lunn delay in
telling his colleagues about
the shut-down of the Chalk
River reactor? Why did he
wait till 10 p.m. to fire the
head of the Canadian Nucle-
ar Safety Commission, a
quasi-independent agency?

Carol Goar, a columnist
for the Toronto Star, perhaps
went too far on Jan. 16 when
she described Harper as a
“hot-tempered bully” and
Gary Lunn as his “thuggish
sidekick.”

It is a shame that the con-
cerned and involved citi-
zens of Salt Spring Island
have to be represented by
this former member of the
Reform Party, a weak min-
ister among a slew of weak
ministers in the Harper
cabinet. We remember his
advocating a referendum on
“state murder,” euphemisti-
cally known as capital pun-
ishment.

It’s because we have to
dump Lunn that this life-
long New Democrat will vote
strategically in the coming
election for Briony Penn,
who decided to move to
the Liberals from the Green
Party. I urge New Democrats
and Greens to also vote stra-
tegically.

I'll end by stating I have

Important Notice

to Employers

Supporting Students:
Serving Communities

the ages of 15 and 30.

Service Canada Centre.

For more information:
Call
Click
Visit

servicecanada.ca

a Service Canada Centre

Canada Summer Jobs is an initiative of the Summer
Work Experience program. It provides funding for not-for-profit

organizations, public-sector employers, and small businesses with
50 or fewer employees to create work experiences for students between

1-800-935-5555 (TTY: 1-800-926-9105)

If you are an eligible employer, we invite you to submit your application
between February 1 and February 29, 2008.

Application forms are available online, through the Youth Info Line at
1-800-935-5555, or at any Service Canada Centre.

Applications can be submitted online, by mail, by fax, or in person at any

tremendous admiration
for national Green Party
leader Elizabeth May and
hope that she will be in the
national leaders debate and
that she beats the pants off
our weak defence minister
in Nova Scotia.

JACK HALLAM,
NORTH END ROAD

Disturbing
thefts

Recently my son had his
iPod and $50 stolen from
him. It didn’t happen while
hanging out in Ganges or at
a party.

The sad thing is that it
happened during school
while he was in class. The
iPod was taken right out
of his jacket while he was
working on a project.

As a mother I am out-
raged that he is dealing with
this kind of behaviour. His
iPod was his first purchase
from his first job; he worked
hard and looked forward
to spending his money the
way he wanted to, and now
someone has taken that
experience away from him
with no consideration or
Iemorse.

I felt compelled to write
the Driftwood about this
issue because I think that
this kind of thing needs to
be addressed by parents and
by the schools. I have heard
numerous stories from
other parents and students
about thefts in the schools
this year. It makes me sad
to know that the students
are stealing from each other
because I was once a stu-
dent here and I would never
have thought that this kind
of thing could happen.

I personally feel that part
of the problem is that the
teachers have no ability to
discipline or interfere in this
kind of situation. They can

Service

- Canada

People serving people

do almost nothing for fear of
legal action against them.

How are the students sup-
posed to feel safe in school
if the troublemakers and
thieves are looked at with
blind eyes? For example,
why weren't all of the stu-
dents in the class asked to
empty out their pockets as
soon as my son reported
his iPod was missing? The
teachers told him that there
was not much that could be
done, and so the little thief
got off scot free, with no
repercussions for his or her
actions.

And as if that wasn't bad
enough, he then had $50
stolen out of his pants in the
change rooms while he was
in gym class. What? That's
two thefts in one week, and
still there is nothing the
school, teachers or police
can do about it.

I just hope that whoever
is doing this to my son gets
his/her just desserts and has
something stolen from him/
her.

Do we have to go so far
as to have security at the
schools here like in the city?
Are we turning into such
a big town that we cannot
trust each other anymore?
Salt Spring used to be a
place where you could leave
your door unlocked and no
one would even think of vio-
lating your home. What is
this island coming to?

TAMU MILES,
SALT SPRING

Mud source

After being taken to task
by the Islands Trust regard-
ing the misinformation
campaign by Islanders for
Self(ish) Government, its
president Ken Marr is quot-
ed in last week’s Driftwood
as saying the group will
“continue to work hard to
ensure that it does not hap-
pen again.”

Mr. Marr also decries the
“unnecessary mudslinging
which only clouds the real
issue here, which is to edu-
cate islanders on improved
governance for Salt Spring.”

Yet ISG’s “educational”
ad in the very same Drift-
wood belies this fine rhet-
oric, painting our current
system of rural governance
as “incoherent, irrational,
ineffective.”

Consider this statement
in light of the achievements
we have made as a commu-
nity in recent years. We have
protected over 4,000 acres of
green space.

We have built or are build-
ing 160 units of affordable
and seniors housing.

We are about to open a
$6-million indoor pool. We
purchased an 18-acre liquid
waste disposal site in Bur-
goyne Valley, on which we
will be composting our sew-
age and septage to a Class A
standard this year.

We have purchased a site
for a new library in the vil-
lage core, as required by our
OCP.

We are upgrading water
treatment facilities for six
water districts and have
upgraded both of our sec-
ondary sewage treatment
plants.

We have upgraded Lady
Minto hospital and have
established a model “con-
tinuum of care” for seniors
on the Greenwoods/Lady
Minto site. We have just
launched a new public tran-
sit system.

Many of these accom-

plishments are supported
and aided by our offi-
cial community plan and
required cooperation and
coordination between CRD,
Islands Trust and other lev-
els of government.

Could any of these
achievements have been
made under a governance
system that is “ineffective,
irrational and incoherent?”

There have been local
tax increases resulting from
these initiatives, and most
of these increases have been
approved directly by rate-
payers. But we have also
raised more than $35 mil-
lion in additional capital
funding, reducing the local
taxpayer cost.

The provincial govern-
ment has just recognized
Salt Spring Island’s accom-
plishments by awarding its
first-ever Green City award
to Salt Spring — the only
one of 178 electoral areas
so honoured. But ISG does
not have the integrity to
acknowledge these achieve-
ments even exist.

The ISG ad goes on to a
contradictory and sim-
plistic description of our
unique, grass-roots form of
local governance that any-
one could have bettered by
checking the facts. The ad
states our governance as
“widely dispersed,” but then
goes on to complain there is
too much concentration of
power. Which is it?

The ad falsely states that
the local taxpayer share of
public transit is unknown,
even though the maximum
limit is clearly defined in the
establishing bylaw.

The new bylaw recogniz-
ing the role of the elected
CRD Director in PARC
appointments is not “in the
works” as the ad states, butis
actually in place, as I prom-
ised in the last election. Nor
does the PARC bylaw pre-
clude recommendations by
an “independent communi-
ty-based committee.”

Mr. Marr is right. There is
a good deal of mud being
slung about,

He’s just a little confused
about the source.

GARY HOLMAN,
CRD DIRECTOR,
SALT SPRING

Help?

Rick Laing's suggestion for
the disposal of Christmas
trees (“Reuse trees,” Jan. 9
Driftwood letter) was very
sensible: “green” and eco-
friendly. Most commend-
able.

But as a lady approach-
ing (too rapidly!) the age of
80, living with constant, sig-
nificant back pain, I lack not
only the physical capability
but also the tools necessary
for the clipping, chopping
and sawing he recommends.
Consequently, the news that
a disposal service was avail-
able at the transfer station
for a small donation to the
scholarship fund was very
appealing.

I wonder, therefore, if Mr.
Laing would permit me (and
perhaps others who find
themselves in the same pre-
dicament) to keep his name
on file? We could phone him
after next Christmas, secure
in the knowledge that with
his help our cast-off trees
would be disposed of in the
time-honoured, traditlona]
manner.

I would love that!

SHEELAGH WEEKS,
WALKER'S HOOK ROAD
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1SG responds to Trust missive

BY KEN MARR

“The nature of the Trust

Islanders for Self-Gov-
ernment (ISG) shares Trust

INDEPTH

as a “trust” sets it apart from
local governments in the

Council’s concern that all
groups involved with the debate on gover-
nance for Salt Spring present complete and
accurate information.

Many islanders felt misled by the “no”
side after the last vote on incorporation and
ISG will strive to ensure this will not happen
again,

ISG is disappointed that the Trust has
decided to publicly discredit our group with
Ms. Benson'’s letter to me dated Jan. 15.
Although her letter states that the Trust does
not take an official stance in the debate on
incorporation for Salt Spring, it is very clear
where the Trust stands on this issue. (Exam-
ples can be provided if requested.)

ISG offers the following in response to Ms.
Benson’s allegations.

In my April 15, 2007 speech I did not state
the OCP proposals were the policies of the
LTC. Ms. Benson's allegation is inaccurate
and irrelevant to the debate on incorpora-
tion.

My statement that restricting house sizes
is “beyond the Trust’s realm of authority”
was inaccurate. I should have stated that
it was beyond their land-use planning
mandate, as were all of the items that were
recently removed from the focus groups’
recommendations. Had Ms. Benson
attended all of these public meetings, she
may have realized that the vast majority
of islanders present felt that the changes
proposed to the OCP were far reaching and
amounted to a complete re-write of the OCP
that would “seriously affect employment,
housing, property rights, and culture.” Our
trustees were not elected on the platform
of these far-reaching, radical OCP changes
and therefore these recommendations were
not within their mandate and should never
have advanced that far in the process. These
examples are quite clear to residents of Salt
Spring; we would have gladly provided them
had Ms. Benson asked.

Furthermore, as Ms. Benson points out in
the same article, I ask citizens to express their
opinions “before the OCP draft is done.” The
fact is that the LTC did “make some serious
amendments” and I am confused by Ms.
Benson's concerns and I stand by my word-
ing. Again, her points, or lack thereof, are
irrelevant to the debate on incorporation.

As far as the LTC chair’s role for Salt Spring
Islanders, I believe her most important role
is as a tie breaker. That position has other
duties and Ms. Benson may feel that some
are more important to her. ISG disagrees
and stands by our wording and we're sur-
prised to hear that she feels our actions were
“misleading, inflammatory and alarmist.”

In fact, we are proud of the role ISG had
in the decision by the LTC to remove cer-
tain recommendations from the OCP focus
groups' recommendations.

Whether or not the Trust is a “local gov-
ernment” is fundamental to the debate on
governance. The 2007 Trust-sponsored Neil-
son-Welch report states:

province whose mandates
focused on the provision of local services
to people.”

“In many key respects, however, the Trust
differs quite significantly from local govern-
ments.”

“In all, while the Trust was given certain
characteristics of a local government, it was
not created to be a local government. This
point has important implications for discus-
sions on structure.”

“In many key respects, however,
the Trust differs quite significant-

ly from local governments.”

NEILSON-WELCH CONSULTING INC.
Islands Trust Governance Review
April 2007

As our debate on incorporation revolves
around structure, in this context, clearly the
Trust is not a local government.

The question on taxes is very compli-
cated. ISG is working on a full and complete
report on taxation which is being released
in parts in upcoming editions of the Drift-
wood. Once that information is made pub-
lic, ISG believes the numbers will speak for
themselves.

We are very encouraged by Ms. Benson’s
statement that “Council policies express the
belief that community members can make
the best decisions about governance top-
ics if they are provided with accurate and
complete information.” With this in mind,
ISG will be formally asking Trust Council
to support an update on the incorporation
study for Salt Spring and, with the excep-
tion of our two locally elected trustees, to
remove themselves from our debate. ISG
hopes Trust Council will support this so that
community members can be provided with
up-to-date, independent, “accurate and
complete information” to make their choic-
es unfettered by opinions of non-residents
with different priorities.

During the last debate on incorporation,
it was suggested that we look forward to a
new and unique form of governance. Island-
ers were advised to wait for these options
before deciding on incorporation. Years
have lapsed and the Trust has offered the
idea of increasing the number of trustees to
four, combined with a more formal liaison
between the Trust and the CRD. ISG sup-
ports incorporation within the Trust man-
date. The citizens of Salt Spring now have
two distinct, tangible options to choose
from. ISG believes that we, as a commu-
nity, have the right to openly debate these
options without the mud slinging and name
calling.

The writer is president of ISG.

WANTED!

thinking of selling your cabin,
cottage, house or property?
YOUNG NEW FAMILY
LOOKING TO RELOCATE
to the Southern Gulf Islands
please call Aaron @ 604 816 1492 =

aaron@tseycum.ca
(no realtors please)

Have we got

YOUR number

in the Lions Club SSI Directory?

[ To add your new listing .... or -
[ To your change current listing

in the next Salt Spring Island Directory, complete a“Change of Information
Card” located in the current phone book and drop it in the mail, or in one
of the black boxes located at Bank of Montreal, Credit Union or drop off
box outside the office door. Deadline February 15, 2008.

We'll take it from there!

< Lions Publications

ISG’s big
chance?

A wonderful opportunity
has arisen for the Islanders
for Self Government group
to establish their credibility
with islanders.

For over four years groups
such as the Salt Spring
Island Neighbourhoods
Coalition have been work-
ing with the Islands Trust
to create a new soil removal
bylaw to replace the old,
inherited, CRD bylaw which
has been found to be inad-
equate.

Progress was being made
until a specially formed
industry group began bul-
lying the trustees and staff
into diluting the draft bylaw
to the point that on many
provisions it is worse than
the CRD one, and less
enforceable.

Examples of these ret-
rograde changes are the

absence of any regula-
tion whatsoever of Minis-
try approved commercial
mines, and the extension of
operating hours of any soil
removal or deposit activi-
ties, anywhere on the island,
until dusk.

It would seem to me that
there are several reasons
why ISG would want to
support us in our fight for
a clear, strong and enforce-
able bylaw:

1) ISG has been extremely
vociferous in its support for
the Trust’s preserve and pro-
tect mandate, and it would
want to demonstrate this to
a skeptical public in con-
crete terms.

2) ISG would want to prove
that it is not, as it has been
suggested, “just a bunch
of developers, realtors and
builders.” Surely they would
want to help in a cause that
is for the greater good of our
neighbourhoods and our
environment?

3) The bylaw we have
been trying to enact is one
which has been created by
Salt Spring Islanders for our
own island, to replace one
imported from the CRD. ISG
members are very enthusi-
astic about such self-deter-
mination.

We look forward to hear-
ing, in this publication, that
members of ISG are willing
to help us in our efforts to
protect our island and cre-
ate a good bylaw, and we
would welcome their sup-
port at the next local Trust
meeting.

Of course, silence on
their part could be inter-
preted as support for those
special interest groups who
want to be able to pursue
environmentally damag-
ing activities free of regula-
tion.

MICHAEL WALL,
SALT SPRING

MORE LETTERS continuedonA12

Interesting Wedding Photo
or Wedding Story?

72:5 Dris
anfc fr

The Driftwood’s
annual Wedding
Planner is being
prepared and we are
looking for interesting and
historic original photographs
from our readers.

Hippy wedding in the 60’s?
Slicked back hair in the 50’s?
War time bride? We want your
photo! Submit with pertinent
information by February 4th
to The Driftwood,

328 Lower Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2V3.
Email: news @ gulfislands.net

‘b . Elso Oﬁs—d

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPFAFER SINCE 19850
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4 I NEED SOMEONE...

| A SOCTAL SMORGASBOARD OF IDEAS. F
| WAYS TO MEET OR REV-UP THAT spécz

Ms. .S‘af?rsprm_ger is the answer to all
your dati :

DEAR MS. SALTYSPRINGER: I've been a widower
df!emmas

I know Just for nearly a decade but I've always had my children
and grandchildren living close by. i :
fe place! My daughter and her family recently
moved of f the island and I'm feeling fast
a bit lonely since they left. I'min |5
good health and am quite spry for my (S8
age, but I'm feeling a little isolated Faal
and would like to get out into the |
community a bit more. I enjoy
socializing and would like to meet
some people who enjoy lively
a8l |conversation, cups of tea and maybe e i
a glass (or two) of red wine as much as a nev only ai
;gje ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁi;scg;:: 5 I do. Where do I even begin to look? & 9", but I loo)

to looking for love in all the Sincerely, J’W’Uef' too! {
right places. After years of pod o Souphay Homd,
Trivia, Blackjack combing the island (sometimes
Toxas Hold'om 8| solo. .. sometimes not) for cozy
L. A VY cabm.s', romantic restaurants &

ALWAYS SOMETHING T0 DO AT W delicious delicacies, she knows
" "oy 8 Just how to answer your date

TH E LOCA L BA R | dilemmas & quell your hook-up

537-9485 N hesitations.,

e ErTee— — -
7{1 11748 é{ &g[e/a eogeromatoon | - T(I}t (% z/our S u eetz 4

: '“ (" \ \ch ttfﬁ
—~ BEN BUTTERFIELD

‘and his wife, soprano
ANNE GRIMM
Sunday, Feb. 17,
g 2:30 pm
_ ) .
Cri‘f!t «"Ium Perfect Harmony

WWW.ARTSPRING.CA.
I \}\Tbl)i\ll\Ll TICKET CENTRE 537-2102

“Dine Out” for e’}
Valentine's Day Y IRADINGICH ;. 7

Dwse _iiuJ' .
sy o Add a li ‘tle‘ fjf'e fo your romance!

. 8ring your sweetheart to the
S{?@C(ﬂ[ '}’ﬂéﬂm Raven Street Market Cafe for our,wood fired
your choice of experience, and collect a couple’of bird bucks '

while you’re here.\Good taste doesn’t have il

gelicious 3-course meals ‘.“ ?’ “o b; expensive af‘er all :L\

e

In the heart of Fulford Viilag__e + 653.4688 I' Ressivations recommended 537-5041 537-2 2 7 3 o www.ravenstreet.ca r




e KX #MM...T NEED SOME NEW ]
W IDE45. .. HOW ABOUT You? X

-’. ;

All the people portrayed
~ on this page are fictional.
DEAR MS. SALTYSPRINGER:
ﬂPRODUCTS AND I'ma 56- Jear -old divorced woman who just moved to
CIAL SOMEONE.

the island last month. After spending my first
DEAR SAD ON SOUTHEY POINT,

Christmas alone with
only my cat Perdita and
If your mind is as open as your body is nimble then dog Sola to keep my

there are endless opportunities for you to make new company, I've decided to
friends and maybe learn a ﬂ_‘rmg (or two) g!ong the way. get back into the dating
A new semester of Salt Spring Community Education is scene. The only broblem
starting up and the variety of classes and seminars is . o Y P
as surprising as the topics are stimulating. From cake is, I don't know where to
baking and soapstone carving to conversational French find someone to date.
and computer word processing, there is something in

Please guide me.
there that will work your mind while introducing you to the \_- Lost on Long Harbour)
like-minded.

As well as your mind, maintaining your muscles and WELL, MY DEAR MS. LOST ON LONE HARBOUR, you're already half
as we get older, and nothing is better for doing this than oW finding a fun companion is easy . ... if you know where to look! You

yoga. Now this may not generally be your cup of tea, but { Obviously love animals, so why not follow your heart? ;
there are number of classes that are both Maybe it's time Sola got a refresher course in manners at a dog obedience

North End
Fitness

TANNING ..

gentle and fun no matter what your flexibility { ©/ass (Paws for Success, Sheri Standen, 537-5646, sstanden @saltspring. " % SPECIAL!
level (Ganges Yoga Studio, 537-2444, www. § com, www.thestandens.com; Trekhond Kennels, Anne McPhee, 537-9505, / " a 13 sessions
gangesyoga.com; Dorothy Price, 538-9453, trekhond @saltspring.com). While Sola learns to stay, you can swap puppy il : ' 4 Yor the f

www.dorothyprice.com; Salt Spring Centre stories with that handsome gentleman and his I.I' 1
of Yoga, 53:{2326, J0ga@ Sa,{;p,,'ﬂgcen,,e‘ Irish Setter: Trust me, a ltte puppy love never hurt  [sctde. ™ (been 5o sopciar: B o % P_“BF-‘ of 1 U
com; Catherine Valentine, 537-1477, anyone! b, v w R T EMSERS
yogafarm@telus.net). While you usually do Or if you have a few hours a week to spare, you  SaNGom S & y = WELCOME
all the class work on your own, the support could volunteer at the SPCA (537-2123) or Wildlife {3 % o wa B g R A

and camaraderie you'll get from your Centre (537-0777). While you help to save injured |
classmates and instructors could open the § and defenceless animals, you wil also be meeting 2 = N -- $ om0
door to some wonderful friendships you may ¢ People who share your sense of compassion and : ” IRTH ONLY ;
have otherwise missed out on. have a keen interest in the same things you do. So : S8 A ;

Be daring. Be brave. Be fabulous. ¢ 9t out there and say hello to fellow animal-lovers : . Get 3 for FREE! :
And you | never be sad aga"n_ and possibly ‘animal’ lovers! | = : .

Sensational Singles &
Couples Packages

45 min. facial / 45 min. massage / bath

s'mgle - reg. $145 NOW $123.00
couple - reg. 5290 NOW $232.00

]

4

Floawers by Arrangement ‘Saturdav Niaht Jazz 7-10om ﬂ 5 o  Prody
@ Beth Cherneff 537-9252 B2 Sl e SRS S G in i el i

i AWANLT o ! ) Sa . ! i
We Deliver - 520 Long Harbour Rd. RN e, Sv A ek o AT _fmmenae_ A

o o

F%i Salt ;_ SATURDAY, FEB. 2
il N Springs e %7 KASPAR SHOULDICE BENEFIT
i MeaEal B %77 | “HEY BOY, HEY GIRL”
A Reomantie “Coieaprade | \ $5 COVER

Taw o R it packes { t ! Super Bowl Sunday
297 o wnplie {3300 0% off Siat waglies) ; Sl Feb. 3 - 3 pm > Door prizes-specials
Waeer iprsspine Escapade tnclubs: Blues Jam: Dave Roland & Friends

=2 nights i 30 9cRen OF foreSt vidw™ guest chalat

: Sat., Feb.6> 7-10 pm
~Champagme & Romance Gift Basket upon arival

W EVENING SPECIALS

- =1 hour couples Relexation Massage
~Undimized use of our Soathing Mrared Sauna Monday > Peel & Eat Prawns
~Dirmer far tas at Sait Speing Inn | Tuesday > Basket of Mini Burgers & Fries
and Raven Street Market Cafe Wednesday > Wings - any style

I aadidiaion, ﬁmmhﬁ@ug‘m:w.
q:;nmquuhpmmﬁw s, oo Bt o iiekgmg traafs marine pub Draught beer specials

e gt wossmare e W vl il P 4 At e Tuesday > Texas Hold'em
-m-—-wa---m- e v il f ﬂwwmwu»ml

Great lunch specials starting @ $7.95

FLOWERS AND MORE!
OPEN 7:30AM - 8PM « 537-1522
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Buy it, Sell it, Find it!
Driftwood Classifieds

e
enjamin

Moore-

LS Qpem'ng Soon.!

Guif Islands Secondary School

Adult Graduation Program
2007-2008

Courses start in February 2008 with:
Tuesday - Geography 12
Wednesday - Social Studies 11
Thursday - Math 11

Courses for the completion of:
» Grade 12 British Columbia Adult Certificate = High School Diplomas
* College Entrance Requirements

Len Sokol, Gulf Islands Secondary School
(250) 537-9944 ext. 248
Isokol@sd64.bc.ca

SAWYER SEWING CENTRE

is Victoria’s new BERNINA=dealer!

We welcome all current
owners to drop in, introduce
yourself and receive a FREE
introductory gift. We look
forward to serving you.

ALL
FRAMES
UPTO
30% OFF

COMPLETE EYEWEAR
ONLY

SALE ENDS
FEB. 9%

COMPLETE EYE EXAMINATIONS BY

DR. JASON MAYCOCK
OPTOMETRIST

< MAYCOCK!

NEW SIDNEY LOCATION
101-9840 FIFTH ST

655.74L75

OPINION

Training
ground facts

There has been so much
misinformation in the com-
munity about how the pro-
posed training ground expan-
sion will actually function
that concerned citizens with
the best of intentions seem to
have based their opinions on
rumours and fiction.

Unfortunately, this infor-
mation is spread in the let-
ters on the pages of the Drift-
wood, and people react with-
out verifying what is factual.
Take, for example, the letter
in the Jan. 16 paper by Patri-
cia Faurot (“Limit training
centres”), which attempts to
draw a parallel between the
Justice Institute’s fire-training
campus in Maple Ridge and
our proposed expansion. The
extensive Maple Ridge facility
is the main campus for fire
training in B.C. and it serves
firefighters from across the
province on a daily basis. The
Justice Institute facility also
features large burn buildings
for fire simulations and it uti-
lizes diesel oil and other fuels
in many of their props on a
regular basis.

On the contrary, the pro-
posed training facility at Ful-
ford is a small-scale affair
that actually aims to improve
environmental practices of
the training we already con-
duct at the same site. It will
not include a live-fire build-
ing or utilize burning of diesel
fuel, hay, plastics or contami-
nants of any kind. The live fire
props will be fuelled exclu-
sively with clean-burning
propane (the only by-prod-
ucts are CO2 and water).

Another misconception
about the training ground
is that foam used on the site
could contaminate the soil
and jeopardize the organic
status of neighbouring farms.
The proposed training prac-

tices will enable us to simu-
late fire situations where foam
is required without actually
using foam on a regular basis
in our training.

Still another rumour is
that we will continue burn-
ing vehicles with plastics,
batteries and other toxic
materials still intact. The
proposed vehicle-fire prop
would be stripped and
would be fuelled by propane
alone. This same vehicle
shell is used for as many
as 500 consecutive burns,
Furthermore, our training at
the Fulford site will consist
of two or three evenings a
month and the odd week-
end.

By improving our train-
ing practices to burn pro-
pane, instead of diesel, and
by creating a containment
system to collect runoff and
recycle the water we use, we
will actually create fewer
concerns for neighbouring
farms in the Fulford Valley.

Please keep in mind that
firefighters have trained on
this property for 25 years,
and that out of necessity, will
continue to train there using
the same training practices if
we are unable to expand and
improve. Note that the Ful-
ford fire hall site was given a
very positive report follow-
ing a recent environmental
assessment, the results of
which can be viewed on our
website at www.saltspring-
fire.com.

Some islanders have
expressed support for the
project but oppose the loca-
tion. However, we have
searched for alternative sites
to no avail, and we feel that
purchasing another piece
of property for this facil-
ity would be an additional
expense and an unneces-
sary burden on taxpayers.

MARK WYATT,
SSIFPD TRUSTEE AND
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER

misleading

If it wasn't so important, it
would be funny! Another case
of “Don't confuse me with the
facts, I've made up my mind.”
I'm getting tired of it and I
expect others are, too.

Once again, ISG is pub-
lishing information about
the Islands Trust that is
wrong and therefore mis-
leading. Last week’s Drift-
wood reported on a letter
from Kim Benson, chair of
Trust Council to Ken Marr,
president of ISG, pointing
out, as requested by Marr,
inaccurate and misleading
information in their pub-
lished advertisements. Marr
is reported to have replied
that “Rest assured, if there
have been inaccuracies pro-
duced by ISG, we will take
responsibility and continue
to work hard so that it does
not happen again.”

Yet, in the very same issue
of the Driftwood, another
very large advertisement
appeared from ISG contain-
ing gross inaccuracies about
the Trust operations. They
claim that for Salt Spring’s
“$1.75 million” in property
taxrevenues to the Trust, Salt
Spring Island “receives only
approximately $300,000 in
Trust services.” This is plain
and simply wrong.

In the fiscal year that
ended March 31, 2007, the
total contribution to the
Trust from the Salt Spring
Island Local Trust Area
(which includes 45 associ-
ated islands) was about
$1.9 million (of which $1.82
million was from property
taxes). We received back the
following services:

a. On-island planning
staff and support services,
bylaw enforcement, trustee
remuneration, committee
meetings, contract services,

office rent, telephone and
other expenses amounting
to $682,000;

b. Trust area services for
general administration,
accounting, communica-
tions, computer equipment
and support, legal, mapping
services, Trust Fund Board
support (land acquisition,
covenants, stewardship),
equipment and other ser-
vices, our share of which
was estimated this year to
be $920,000.

The balance of roughly
$300,000 is to support the
preservation and protection
of all areas in the Islands
Trust federation of islands.
As a federation, the larger,
wealthier areas — like Salt
Spring, Gabriola and North
Pender — typically support
the smaller, less populated
areas. Frankly, 1 have no
hesitation in accepting this
commitment to supporting
the broader Islands Trust.

If anyone in the ISG
responsible for their adver-
tisements had had the cour-
tesy of contacting the Trust
before publishing, they
would have realized just how
wrong and misleading their
“facts” are. It is ironic that
Ken Marr also said that “he
would have preferred to deal
with any allegations directly
before having to make any
public clarifications.” He
seems to be suggesting that
a continuing series of unin-
formed and wrong public
statements that mislead our
community should just be
corrected privately.

Enough of this. If ISG con-
tinues to publish misleading
information about the Trust,
we have an obligation to
publish the facts. As I said in
the press report, “To educate
islanders with misinforma-
tion is very irresponsible.”

PETER LAMB,
LOCAL TRUSTEE,
SALT SPRING

RANTS .. Roses

A bunch of strong and
vibrant wild roses to the
RCMP, Emergency Social
Services, Salt Spring Fire
Department, the radio guys,
Drew and Steve, and all the
members of the Community
Gospel Chapel for their assis-
tance. They provided food,
shelter and technical assis-
tance to us and the other SAR
teams from Pender Island,
Victoria, PEMO, Duncan,
Cowichan, and Campbell
River during our intense
search this past Saturday.
Salt Spring Island Search &
Rescue

Roses to Lightning Press
for work expertly accom-
plished. JH

Roses to the young man
who returned my lost wallet
on Tuesday, Jan. 22 at GVM.
AH

Climbing roses to Jono and
Teal for filling my empty tank
last Sunday. A quite stress-
ful moment ended happy
thanks to your sympathy and
helpfulness. Thanks so much
again. MW

Armloads of yellow roses
to Ken and Sherrill Adshead
and their band of elves who
put on a great Santa’s Break-
fast at Fulford Hall in Decem-
ber. Not only did they do a

fine inh thow did it withnanr

electricity as the power had
gone off. Now that is the real
Fulford Hall spirit.

Mike and Marjorie of Ruck-
le Farm deserve a beautiful
bouquet of fragrant roses
for the great job they do at
Ruckle Farm preserving the
fine farming tradition estab-
lished by the Ruckle fami-
lies over the past 130 years.
The working farm really adds
such a great dimension to
Ruckle Park. Thanks also
for the great work with your
sheep dogs and thanks for
showing them at the fall fair.

Roses to all our friends for
your love and support dur-
ing Brittany’s recent illness.
Your kind words and actions
were a source of comfort for
all of us. We would especially
like to thank Salt Spring Fire
Department members, who
arealwaysreadyto help those
in need in the community,
and a special thanks to Darin
Craig, who even though we
did not personally know him,
arranged a fundraising BBQ
in the GVM parking lot on
Brittany’s behalf. Although
it was a stressful and diffi-
cult time for our family, we
are blessed to be surrounded
by such a caring community
and friends. Jim, Jane and
Brittany Witherspoon

Fndlace lana.ctammad

roses-for everyone who
helped with the Ronald
McDonald House Christmas
baskets. It was again a suc-
cessful and appreciated year
for the families staying there
during the holidays. Special
thank you to Mike Boiz-
ard and everyone at Thrifty
Foods (and Ray Taylor at our
Vancouver store), Salt Spring
SeaChange and Salt Spring
Winery for their generous
yearly donations and to
Shiona, Sandra, Angie, Petra,
Tracy and Melissa for their
delicious and creative baked
goods. The baskets were
beautiful! Leah Byron

Roses to the fine crew at
Beaver Point Hall who came
back the next Saturday in
December to put on one
more day of Christmas craft
show due to a snowstorm the
previous weekend. Thanks to
Heidi, Ramona, Tali, Michelle
and everyone else for the
fantastic effort.

A thank-you and lots of
potted yellow geraniums to
Jacquie Severn for hosting
an overwhelmingly success-
ful tea for my 65th birthday.
Thanks, too, to the many
friends who joined the cele-
bration and those who could
not be there but sent best
wishes. Jacquie, the 65 can-
dles on the chocolate cake

nravad hilariane! AMarna R



OPINION

Follow William Krebs' example

BY ERIC BOOTH

Wow, I've never seen my
name mentioned so many
times, within one letter to
the editor, as Mr. Brian Milne
did in the Jan. 16 Driftwood
(“Worthwhile projects” let-
ter).

Mr. Milne, apparently an
avid amateur investiga-
tor with a lot of free time on
his hands to pry into other
people’s business, is the new
owner (2006/2007) of two of
the adjacent properties to
Lot 23 Creekside Drive, the
Creekside property which
is currently proposed to be
purchased by The Land Con-
servancy of British Colum-
bia. He made a number of
assertions in his letter, some
of which are true, and some
of which are patently false.

I have been asked to
respond, in as clear a manner
as possible, and state for the
record:

1. I am the authorized
agent for the owner of Lot 23
Creekside. I am not a director
of the owner, however, as [
have fully disclosed, I do have
a “beneficial interest” in the
property.

2. I am the authorized
agent for Salt Spring Ventures
Inc., (not Saltspring Ventures,
as Mr. Milne stated) the owner
of Lot 10 Park Drive, the prop-
erty sometimes known as
Swanson’s pond. [ am also the
appointed sole director of the
company and act on behalf of
the owners of Salt Spring Ven-
tures Inc. Those owners have
requested anonymity and
I have guaranteed to them
they will remain anonymous.
Anyone who follows real
estate development on Salt
Spring can appreciate why
someone would make such a
request and Mr. Milne’s letter
is another fine example as to
why.

3. Mr. Milne's erroneous
assertions about Mr. Wil-

INRESPONSE

liam Krebs' involvement
with either Lot 23 or Lot 10
were addressed directly by
Mr. Krebs in last week’s “Half
truths” letter.

4. Mr. Krebs and I do
have, as Mr. Milne noted, a
close relationship with the
Salt Spring Island Monetary
Foundation (not Saltspring
Monetary Foundation). [ am
one of the founding directors
and Mr. Krebs is the current
treasurer of this not-for-profit
organization. Knowing the
time and energy commit-
ment it takes to run such an
organization, I'd like to know
just how many hours a week
Mr. Milne perhaps volun-
teers to a local community
group(s)?

5. As a newcomer to the
island, Mr. Milne is obviously
not aware of the many chari-
ties on the island Mr. Krebs
personally and generously
supports. Heis also unlikely to
be aware of Mr. Krebs' many
contributions to less fortu-
nate members of our com-
munity over the years. I find
it disdainful for Mr. Milne to
suggest Mr. Krebs is anything
other than generous with
both his time and resources.

6. The owners of Lot 23
Creekside have not, as Mr.
Milne asserts “. . . used the
coercion of property devel-
opment as a penalty if the
residents or The Land Con-
servancy of B.C. do not meet
the demanded price.” For
Mr. Milne's information, the
proposal to subdivide the
property was well underway
before anyone stepped for-
ward to offer to purchase the
property. The owners infor-
mally agreed, last July, to
Maureen Moore's request to
hold off doing any develop-
ment until she could see if

there was interest within the
community to purchase it.
Since then the owners have
gone out of their way in an
effort to work with TLC, and
have waited, patiently I might
add, for six months, hold-
ing off the subdivision of the
property. As far as the value
of the property goes, the
projected selling price of the
property subdivided is worth
substantially more than the
agreed-upon price with TLC.

However, it now occurs
to me that since Mr. Milne
appears to be in favour of the
preservation of Lot 23, then
perhaps he would like to offer
to give away or sell all or a
portion of his 12-acre adja-
cent lot (Lot 22), which he’s
just purchased. I understand
he purchased it primar-
ily to build his rather large
driveway (through the very
same sensitive riparian area
he purports to be concerned
about, much to the alarm of
his new neighbours) into his
newly acquired waterfront
property.

Or, perhaps, if that is sug-
gesting too much, maybe he
would just like to donate a
public trail easement through
his two Cusheon Creek area
properties, which would help
connect the proposed Creek-
side park to Peter Arnell Park,
Deep Ridge Nature Reserve
and potentially Ruckle Park,
as I had proposed to do with
my rezoning application last
year (which, not so coinci-
dentally, Mr. Milne opposed
at the time).

7. Mr. Milne's assertion that
the proposed development
of Lot 10 on Park Drive will
have negative “environmen-
tal repercussions” is based
on either hearsay or an
uneducated opinion, and I
take extreme exception to his
remarks. The plans for the
development, which are only
now being finalized, are for a

Credit due

Recently I had the great
good fortune to work with a
group of volunteer students
from Gulf Islands Second-
ary School on the Area Farm
Plan dinner.

Along with Marcel, Nick
and Milly from Hastings
House and with dessert
from Christine Godlonton,
it was one of the best days I

have spent in a kitchen in a
long time. The students who
all volunteered to be there
worked hard and produced
a wonderful meal.

After putting in a long day
they all kept up their good
spirits and even with many
dishes at the end they kept
going and finished well.
These young people deserve
much credit for their hard

work and dedication in pro-
ducing such a lovely eve-
ning.

Thanks also to Pat Reich-
ert and the organizing com-
mittee for finding us such
wonderful produce to work
with and to all the farmers
who provided the bounty we
had to work with.

BRUCE WOOD,
SALT SPRING

Roger Bruce
Investment Advisor
HSBC Securities (Canada) Inc,

TOLL FREE
1-877-715-4722

roger_bruce@hsbc.ca

NOW OPEN IN
DUNCAN

HSBC <>
HSBC Securities

Issued by HSBC Securities
(Canada) Inc. Member CIPF.

- Scott Simmons e 250-538-8316
| saltspring@yahoo.com

www.escapetosaltspring.com
FULL-TIME SALT SPRING RESIDENT FOR 7 YEARS

| Salt Spring agent for

One ercent Realty
Vancouver Island

HERITAGE

IP

Wl PROPERTIES

WWW.HIPTRUST.COM

INVESTMENT

MICHAEL
BISHOP

778.384.5597

EARN

12/

j ANNUAL INTEREST

ON YOUR PRINCIPAL INVESTMENT

- No hidden fees or charges.

- Secured by valuable real
estate property.

- Paid monthly - direct or back in
your investment account.

- RRSP/RRIF eligible.

very environmentally friendly
seniors housing project.

Yes, it's just great to waltz
into a community and start
slinging mud at the locals.
But, let’s all hope Mr. Milne's
walk is better than his talk,
because I'm sure our com-
munity could benefit greatly,
based on his own implied
philanthropic virtues. To that
end, if he needs help getting a
proposal together for TLC
to purchase his property, he
shouldn't hesitate to call me.
I'd be happy to help. And, to
perhaps make better use of
his valuable time, if he needs
the names of any local com-
munity organizations to get
involved in, he should check
out the Lions Directory.

I'd also like to suggest Mr.
Milne get off to a new start by
making a public apology for
his false assertions, but, given
his tone, I personally don't
expect we'll see one.

The writer is the autho-
rized agent for the owners of
Creekside rainforest Lot 23
and Salt Spring Ventures Inc.

Sustainable Communities
with Ken Melamed, Mayor of Whistler

A conversation about sustainable communities,
what they are, and how to get there from here.

Introducing: The Natural Step, a practical
framework for bringing communities together
on a path toward sustainability.

Saturday, February 9" 3:00pm to 5:00pm

At the Community Gospel Chapel
Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island

Everyone welcome. Admission Free.
Donations welcome, with net proceeds toward

the N@S’rsp
Inquiries: contact Andrew Lewis, Tel. 250-653-4770

The SSI Land Bank Society.

NOTICE

SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
TEMPORARY COMMERCIAL
AND INDUSTRIAL USE PERMIT

SS-TUP-2007.2

NOTICE is hereby given that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will
consider a Resolution to issue a Temporary Commercial Use Permit pursuant to
Section 921 of the Local Government Act for Lot 4, Section 2, Range 2 East, North
Salt Spring Island, Cowichan District, Plan 22860 (440 Rainbow Road). The pur-
pose of the Permit is to allow the operation of a Recycling Transfer Station on the

subject property.

The location of the property subject to the proposed permit is shown on the follow-

ing sketch:

Subject property

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will consider the proposed permit
on February 7, 2008 at 1:00 PM, at ArtSpring, Jackson Avenue, Ganges. A copy
of the proposed Permit and any background material that may be considered by
the Local Trust Committee can be inspected at the Salt Spring Island office of the
Islands Trust between the hours of 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday to Friday inclusive,
excluding Statutory Holidays, commencing 8:30 AM, Friday, January 18, 2008 and
continuing up to and including 4:30 PM on Tuesday, February 5, 2008. Enquiries
or written submissions concerning the proposed Permits may be directed to the

Islands Trust at:

1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2N8

Tel: (250) 537-9144
Fax: (250) 537-9116

Planner Mark Brodrick at (250) 538-5602
Email: ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments made in
response to this notice will also be available for public review. However, those per-
sons who choose to make written submissions by email prior to the time and date
provided above ought to require confirmation of receipt of their email and, in any
event, the risk that an email is not received lies with the sender.

Pauline Brazier, Deputy Secretary
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* COCKTAILS

* BREAKFAST » SUNDAY BRUNCH .
* LUNCH * DINNER *

Kitchen open until 10 pm. ... . always!
"See you af The bhn!”
132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island 537-9339

Driftwood
Subscribers!

Claudia will be calling to
renew your newspaper

subscription.

(Check your renewal date shown
on the subscription label.)

We don’t want you to
miss an issue!
Driftwood

328 Lower Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2V3

537-9933

Salt Spring Island Community Services
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

537-9971
.saltspringcommunityservices.ca

COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

* Counselling Services: Short-Term counselling for adults, youth
and families.

* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is

fi d confidential n

* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm

* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, Contact jalexander @ssics.ca

* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm, 349
Rainbow Rd., 537-1200.

* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 537-4607.

* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4pm to midnight
through Emergency Room at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 538-4840

* 24 HR. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is
connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

NEWGSBEAT

Salt Spring’s CRD tax portion up 10%

BY GARY HOLMAN
CRD DIRECTOR

The Capital Regional Dis-
trict (CRD) Board has now
received preliminary budget
proposals.

After my amendments to
PARC's requisition request,
the current proposal for the
Salt Spring Island CRD reg-
uisition increase is in the
order of 10 per cent, com-
pared to an average increase
of about five per cent for the
past two years.

Three major projects are
driving this increase: con-
struction of the Royal Jubilee
patient tower (to which Salt
Spring contributes through
CRD'’s hospital facilities func-
tion), the new transportation
service recently approved
by counter-petition and the
start-up of the new pool,
approved by referendum in
2004. 1 will present a more
detailed budget report prior
to CRD Board approval at the
end of March this year.

Emergency
Response

The CREST Board has
approved a plan to upgrade
the emergency communi-
cations network within the
CRD. These upgrades will
significantly improve system
performance throughout the
region, including Salt Spring.
‘While most of the improve-
ments will be in place before
the end of 2008, most of the
additional capital and oper-
ating costs of the upgrades
will not be incurred by tax-
payers until 20089,

The counter-petition
process to authorize mini-
mal operating funding of up
to $15,000 per year (about
$2.40 per household) for Salt
Spring’s Search and Rescue

CRDREPORT

(SAR) group, ends on Jan.
31. SAR is an essential com-
ponent of local emergency
response and planning. The
funding will be controlled by
the CRD Emergency Plan-
ning Commission and will
not be used for staffing, since
SAR will continue to be a
volunteer-run organization.

Pesticide Education

CRD is undertaking a
region-wide education initia-
tive aimed at reducing pesti-
cide use. A survey has been
completed indicating that 75
per cent of households would
be willing to consider alterna-
tives to pesticides, suggest-
ing a strong role for educa-
tion. The survey also provides
some insight into factors
influencing pesticide use. I
am discussing with CRD staff
and local stewardship groups
howto implement the region-
wide initiative on Salt Spring.

Septic Monitoring

Based on recommenda-
tions by Salt Spring Water
Council (SSWC) and the
Cusheon Lake and St. Mary
Lake watershed plans, I have
proposed the establishment
of a septic monitoring pro-
gram targeted at drinking
watersheds and community
well capture zones.

CRD staff have been
researching options for such
a program in the three elec-
toral areas of CRD. For vari-
ous reasons, this initiative
has been delayed and it can-
not be included in the 2008
CRD budget. 1 hope to obtain
approval by residents this year
forimplementation in 2009.

WHEN THIS RUNS OUT ARE YOU PREPARED?

Water

TheSSWC, North SaltSpring
Waterworks District (NSSWD)
and the Ganges Sewer Com-
mission have agreed to con-
tribute to an updated feasibil-
ity study of reclaimed water
to be used for non-potable
purposes, such as irrigation
within the Ganges area.

CRDstaffwillbeapproach-
ing other potential partners,
but with funding from my
administration budget and a
planning grant from Minis-
try of Community Services,
they are optimistic the study
can be initiated and hope-
fully completed in 2008.

SSWC has been meeting
regularly to share information
and coordinate efforts to bet-
ter protect water supplies and
quality on the island. SSWC
coordinator Murray Reiss has
organized initial meetings of
the St. Mary Lake watershed
planning group comprised
of Islands Trust, CRD, Salm-
on Enhancement Society,
NSSWD and other stakehold-
er groups. A preliminary plan,
based on some elements of
the now completed Cusheon
Lake plan, is being drafted.
SSWC has also been work-
ing with the Ministry of Envi-
ronment on a groundwater
quality monitoring study to
better document issues such
as arsenic contamination, the
results of which will be made
available later this year. SSWC
is also developing a ground-
water quantity monitoring
program involvinglocal water
districts and other property
OWNErs,

Transportation
Commission

With the successful launch-
ing of the island’s new pub-

lic transit service, Salt Spring
Community Transit and Trans-
portation Commission mem-
bers will be turning their atten-
tion to other aspects of their
mandate, particularly cycling
and pedestrian infrastructure
in and around our villages.
The first priority for the com-
mission will be the Island
Pathways project from Wild-
wood Crescent to Blain Road,
planned for completion by late
spring of this year. Because
of Island Pathways' successful
fundraising and federal gas tax
transfers, this project will be
built at virtually no cost to local
taxpayers. The commission
will also be taking first steps to
implement the North Ganges
Transportation Plan.

Governance

I have been meeting regu-
larly with Salt Spring trustees
regarding a range of issues
of common concern to the
CRD and Islands Trust.

We will be developing
more formal arrangements
for a permanent committee,
and have agreed that par-
ticipation in this commit-
tee should be a mandatory
requirement for the CRD
director and trustees. We will
also be developing a strategic
plan for S8I, including OCP
and related LUB implemen-
tation, as well as joint initia-
tives ranging from drinking
water, affordable housing,
solid and liquid waste treat-
ment, to shared office space.

The permanent com-
mittee arrangements and a
draft strategic plan will be
completed for public review
before the end of 2008.

Please contact me with
any comments or questions
on CRD issues at directors-
si@crd.bc.ca or 653-2042.

« a first aid kit

If a power outage unexpectedly
happens, it's important to be ready.
Have a plan and share it with your
family. Prepare an emergency kit and
store it in an easy to find location.

Your kit should contain:
+ a good flashlight

» 3 battery-operated radio with
extra batteries

« some non-perishable food and
bottled water.

Use surge protectors for electronics
and pull the plug on everything else.
Be extremely careful if you're using
candles, as they can be a fire hazard.
Finally, keep a list of local emergency
contact numbers and be sure to include
1-888 POWERON (1-888-769-3766) for
reporting an outage.

In a Power Outage, Knowledge is Power.

For more information visit bchydro.com.

BChydro

FOR GENERATIONS
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SALE STARTS SUNDAY FEB. 3rd

Salt Spring Books

104 McPhillips Avenue ¢ 537-2812

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

NEW LOOK: Enjoying the newly-renovated space at the Lady Minto Thrift Shop is customer Melba Sutcliffe and volun-
teers, from left, Mary Neil, Jean Williams, Joan Buckley and Shelagh Tulloch.

CHINESE NEW YEAR

Rats worthy of top spot
in Chinese zodiac cycle

Islander provides annual
horoscope

BY LING WESTON
SPECIAL TO THE DRIFTW0OD

The Year of the Rat starts on Feb. 7, 2008.
Kung hey fat choy!

It’s a year for the rat race! Just think of the
elections in the U.S.A., which have already
started, and the Olympic Games due to start
on Aug. 8, 2008 in Beijing,

And how did the rat get to the top, start-
ing the 12-year zodiac cycle of the Chinese
horoscope zodiac calendar?

The legend says that the Jade Emperor
who rules the Eastern Skies decreed that
all animals assemble by a holy river to hold
a swim marathon to decide which animal
should have the honour to start the zodiac
cycle.

The scheming rat was anxious to com-
pete, wanting to team up with his best friend
the cat. The cat at first was not too keen on
joining the game. As we all know, cats hate
getting wet and are also poor swimmers.
However, the persuasive rat assured the
cat that he had enlisted the good-natured
water buffalo to give them a ride on its back
to cross the river without wetting a single
hair or whisker! The comfort-loving cat then
thought, “Well, why not?” So the two signed
up for the race.

The day for the game arrived and the Jade
Emperor in the heavens blew the whistle and
started the race. All animals, homo sapiens
or mythical, big or small, jumped into the
river to swim to the opposite bank, cheered
on by the multitudes of others on shore. The
water buffalo is an excellent swimmer and
loves the water too, so exerted little energy
to swim across, even bearing the rat and the
cat on its back.

However, just a fraction of a second before
the water buffalo set foot on the shore, the
rat was struck by a winning streak and gave
his best friend the cat a hard push so the cat
fell into the river. In a flash, the rat hopped
onto the buffalo’s head and then stepped on
shore before the buffalo!

Seeing this, the Jade Emperor, with a clap
of thunder and a flash of lightning, declared
the rat the winner of the zodiac cycle, fol-
lowed by the ox (water buffalo), tiger, rabbit,
dragon, snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster,

dog, and ending in the pig.

The poor cat finally swam the last few
laps to shore all wet and shivering with cold,
and spotted the rat grinning from ear to ear,
holding out his trophy of heading the zodiac
cycle. He realized he had missed out alto-
gether, not even coming last (the pig did!),
and worst of all, he had been betrayed by his
best friend the rat! So the cat, steaming with
fury, went straight after the rat . ., thus start-
ing the new game of the cats always chasing
the rats and keeping the rats in check!

Rats are all born clever, intelligent, but
very sensitive in nature so quick in tem-
per. They are blessed with great personal
appeal. They are ambitious. But they also
have perseverance in any task they under-
take, always finishing the jobs they set out to
do. However, rats are also very opportunistic
and cunning by nature, which is not always
a bad thing. They make great entrepreneurs.
Rats are good providers and loving to their
family.

Babies born between Feb. 7, 2008 and Jan.
25, 2009 are Earth Rats. Out of the five types
of rats (the other four are metal, wood, water
and fire) the Earth Rats are endowed with
the earthy traits of being more practical and
wise.

They love to give advice and counsel to
others and they make caring partners and
supportive friends (with cats?). They also
love to be esteemed and get praise and rec-
ognition for their work. But don’t we all? So
nurture those little Earth Rats when they
arrive in your family (or if you already have
them).

Rats are born lucky. They have the ten-
dency to attract good luck and bring good
luck around them. Think of all these famous
rats: Sir Winston Churchill, Shakespeare,
Mozart and Lucretia Borgia all reached great
heights in their lives. So I have great expec-
tations for my grandson, who is a Fire Rat!

HOT TUB
SERVICE

www.gulfislandspas.com
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THIS WEEK
SEE PAGE B6

("The Living Word )
John1: 1 & 2

In the beginning was
the Word, and the
Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
The same was in the
beginning with God.
WINSOME WHITE

Please Read: John 1: 10-14
Isiah 49:6

SAFE o FREE ¢ CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line
537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Qutreach
Services
537-0717 or
toll-free 1-888-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women
538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling
538-5569
“Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

Please visit our
website

WWww.iwav.org

Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

# Don't miss your opportunity
for a great welcome visit.

Call Marlie today for
your greeting, gifts and
useful info. 537-5261
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Swece 1930

13th Annual

JSEEDY SATURDAY

" Sponsored by Island Natural Growers

Saturday, February 9
10:00t0 3:00 §

$2 at the door
_Children free
SEED EXCHANGE
PLANT AND SEED SALES
FARMERS' MARKET

10:45 - 11:45 Noon - 1:00 =0
'HONEY BEES  THE NEW VICTORY GARDEN:
- with Sharon Sullivan Growing Food for our Future
with Carolyn Herriot
1:15-2:15 . 330480
CONTAINER GARDENING SEED SANCTUARY
with Marsha Goldberg ~ AGM ‘

Salt Spring Island Farmers Institute

Rainbow Road
Info and Registration Ben Luna 538-0115
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REDUCE YOUR HEATING COSTS!

1

With our efficient, economical heat pumps'.
* Air Source Heat Pumps
e Geothermal Heat Pumps

- The Company the Contractors Use -
Henry Van Unen ¢ 538-0100

165 Eagle Ridge Drive
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Grants keep island school kids on stewardship path

SSI Conservancy field days

return in 2008

Seven grades of local school children will
once again be able to participate in the Salt
Spring Island Conservancy’s Stewards in
Training program, thanks to three grants
received this year.

“A grant from the B.C. Gaming Commis-
sion (Direct Access Program Grant) and a
grant from TD Friends of the Environment
Foundation will ensure that free field trips

encouraging stewardship of the land will
be offered in 2008,” states a recent press
release. A third grant from Mountain Equip-
ment Co-op will cover costs associated with
creating a manual for the program, devel-
oped over the past four years.

Last year, the conservancy provided field
trips to students from Grades 2 to 8, with 560
of them receiving full-day experiences.

“A field day means hands-on activities,
such as water testing, invertebrate studies,
compass use, journalling and First Nations

plant technology. This program has been a
community effort from the get-go. Last year
46 islanders assisted, each offering to the
students their unique expertise.”

This year the conservancy will offer pro-
grams from March until June for Grades 2/3,
6/7 and 8 classes. The Grade 8s will study
marine and freshwater ecosystems, the
Grade 2/3swill study wetlands and the Grade
6/7s will learn about Garry Oak ecosystems
in the Andreas Vogt Nature Reserve. :

The program is continually recruiting new

and returning volunteers to aid in the imple-
mentation of the field trips. The conservancy
provides a training session for volunteers,
then allows them to decide if they would like
to shepherd a small group of students around
to the field activities, or to teach a specific
station activity. Volunteers typically spend
one or more days in the field program.

For those interested in supporting any of
these programs as a volunteer, contact the
conservancy office at 538-0318 or at ssicon-
servancy@saltspring.com.
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Ganges Village Market News
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Shopping list: .

A1 can shrimp
0 Mayonnaise
) Lemon juice

0} Cayenne pepper

organ'ic_ 3 l

2 chic

broth

low sodium

.. Come and try this wonderful dish at
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET
FOOD DEMONSTRATION

MADE IN U.S.A.

946mL
carton

* Chicken
*Veggie
¢ Low Sodium

250g

2]

Premium quality

I1*

* Red ¢ Black ¢ Chick

pkg

Shrimp: “Squilla” is the Latin word for shrimp. According to the food historians, both
ancient Romans and Greeks had ready access to very large specimens and enjoyed
their shrimp prepared many different ways. Shrimp and prawns are a group of small
river and sea creatures; in ancient cuisine they were roasted, or fried in a skillet, rather
than boiled. This is a delightful shrimp melt you can eat with a fork for breakfast, lunch or dinner.

- In a small bowl, combine 1 can shrimp drained, % cup mayonnaise, 1 teaspoon
lemon juice, % teaspoon dill & sprinkle of cayenne pepper. In small bowl, beat
. together 2 eggs and %2 cup milk, 1 clove minced garlic, 1 teaspoon parsley flakes.
. Dip 4 slices of sourdough bread into the egg mixture both sides Cook on preheated
| oiled skillet, turning once, after turning fill 2 bread slices with shrimp mixture & a
 slice of smoked cheese put together & cook 4 to 5 minutes or until browned and
heated through. Top with a prepared hollandaise sauce & serve warm

> * This Thursday 1:00pm - 5:00pm
*This Friday 1:00pm - 5:00pm

eb. 4, 2008

*What's for D
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THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET FRENCH SHRIMP MELT

Short cuts to cooking for one or two © with Sarah Lynn

[_otto Centre

' OPEN DAILY aém opm [ jmem

Wed., Jan. 30 - Mon




PEOPLE & COMMUNITY

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

GARBAGE ART: Dan Brackett is seen with his bear sculp-
ture at the Blackburn Road transfer station.

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS

Youth ur?(e parents to

take wor

Grade 7s provide
compelling reasons

This article is one in a
series on “Respectful Rela-
tionships.” Respectful Rela-
tionships is an award-win-
ning vielence prevention
project created by SWOVA
(Salt SpringWomen Opposed
to Violence and Abuse) Com-
munity Development and
Research Society.

Living with adolescents
is seldom boring and often
challenging. How can we
provide our growing and
changing youth with the
support they need while
respecting their desire to act
more independently—with-
out, perhaps embarrassing
them by our very presence?

Though it may appear
otherwise at times, our
youth really do want and
need our input, guidance
and support. Several months
ago, Grade 7 students in the
Respectful Relationships
(R+R) workshops were asked
if they thought adults should
participate in a parents’ ver-
sion of the program, and if
so, why. Here are some of
their responses:

“This is a place to help
stress and everything else.”

“I think they could have
the same problems as us
youth.”

“Because they could learn
some good skills, like how to

listen.”

“They could understand
each other, children, and
their kids in a better way.”

“Some parents hit their
kids and need help to stop.”

“They are setting an
example for younger peo-
ple’s future. Imagine if
your parents were fight-
ing and screaming at each
other. That kid could grow
up thinking that’s normal,
because that's how she/he
grew up.”

“To be able to set a good
example.”

“If they are homophobic
to kids that are gay, it hurts
the homosexual kids a lot.”

“Allow them to have the
same knowledge as us which
then allows families to have
much improved communi-
cation.”

“Help them understand
everyone around them bet-
ter.”

“A lot of parents and kids
have personal issues with
each other.”

“Because they didn’t get
[R+R] as a kid.”

“They might learn new
things.”

“Even adults deal with bul-
lying at places like work.”

“To learn how to com-
municate respectfully with
their kids.”

“Healthy parents =
healthy, happy kids.”

SWOVA heard what
the youth had to say and,

ISLAND ACTIVISM

Sustainability symbol
celebrated this Friday

Citizens called to
park event

Salt Springers are being
asked to show up in force
to celebrate the three-
fingered salute that has
taken the world by storm
since its inception one
year ago.

Participants of all ages
are asked to bring signs
and musical instruments
to the ceremony set to
begin Friday, Feb. 1 at 1
p-m. in Centennial Park.

“We want to show that
Salt Spring is part of the
solution,” said Julianna
Slomka, organizer of the
anniversary party.

The salute, consisting
of a peace sign with the
addition of an extended
ring finger, is meant to
symbolize the unity of
society, environment and
economy.

The symbol’s master-

shop series

from the B.C. Ministry
of Community Services,
United Way and the Salt
Spring Island Foundation,
has developed a six-week
workshop series for parents
called “Respectful + Rela-
tionships at Home.”

The free workshop series
will provide an opportunity
for parents to interact with
other parents in a support-
ive and safe environment,
and to participate in adult-
oriented exercises that will
introduce them to the lan-
guage and activities of the
youth R+R program.

Workshops will cover
skills such as assertive com-
munication, listening skills
practice, understanding a
spectrum of violence and
anger, and will also provide
opportunities to form par-
ent support networks, The
series complements SWO-
VA's R+R youth curriculum
serving all of School District
64’s Grade 7-10 students.

The workshop series will
take place six consecutive
Tuesdays, Feb.12 to March
18, from 6:30-9 p.m. at Lions
Hall.

Childcare for younger sib-
lings will be provided (upon
request) and snacks are also
available. The workshop is
limited to 20 participants
and facilitated by Chris Gay
and Peter Morin. (See their
bios at www.swova.org/the_
people.php.) Call 537-1336
to register.

Quality
Doesn’t Cost...
It Pays!

" 2}, Fine cookware

& accessories
available at:

Love M'_y Kitchen
FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-5882

through generous grants

Draught! $3

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island 537-9339

mind is Philip McMas-
ter, who has been living
on Salt Spring but is cur-
rently lecturing university
professors, civic officials
and business leaders in
Beijing about the need to
integrate the environment
with their policy deci-
sions,

photo: ]ohncameron,

Photo solution by John Cameron:537-5830

DATE:
LOCATION:
TIME:

8095 .

Islands Trust

NOTICE is hereby given that the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will hold a public
hearing concerning Proposed Bylaw No. 430, for the purpose of allowing the public to make
representations to the Local Trust Committee respecting matters contained therein. At the
public hearing, all persons who believe that their interest in property is affected by the proposed
bylaw shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present written submissions.
The information session and public hearing for this bylaw will precede the regular monthly
Local Trust Committee Meeting to be held on the same day.

Thursday, February 7, 2008
ArtSpring, 100 Jackson Avenue, Salt Spring Island
1:30 PM - Public Information Session, followed by Public Hearing

.

1

VIP 78013

NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING

SALT SPRING ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
Proposed Bylaw No. 430

o L | / 1
\‘_

1. Proposed Bylaw No. 430, cited as “Salt Spring Island Land Use Bylaw, 1999,
Amendment No. 1, 2007”. :

In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 430 is to amend Salt Spring Island
Land Use Bylaw No. 355 as follows:
a. by creating a new Commercial 2 Zone Variation (a) — C2(a);

b. by changing the zoning of Lot 5, Range 3 East, North Salt Spring Island, Cowichan
District, Plan 5827, from Residential 6 to Commercial 2 Zone Variation (a) — C2(a),
in order to permit the current use, a parking facility for employees working in Ganges
Village, while maintaining flexibility in the zoning to allow for potential future uses
such as mixed use commercial and/or residential development.

Plan No. 1 - Proposed Bylaw No. 430
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Pauline Brazier
Deputy Secretary

Copies of the proposed bylaw, and any background material that may be considered by the
Local Trust Committee, may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, 1-500 Lower Ganges
Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, between the hours of 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday to Friday
inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, commencing Friday, January 18, 2008 and up to and
including Wednesday, February 6, 2008 at 4:30 PM. Proposed Bylaw No. 430 may also be
viewed on the Islands Trust website at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

Enquiries regarding the proposed bylaw may be directed to the Islands Trust at (250) 537-9144,
or to Planner Justine Starke, at (250) 538-5603. For Toll Free access, request a transfer to the
Islands Trust via Enquiry BC: in Vancouver at 660-2421, and elsewhere in BC at 1-800-663-
7867. Written submissions may be delivered as follows:

1. By mail to the Islands Trust at 1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island,
BC, V8K 2N8; by Fax to (250) 537-9116; or online at the Islands Trust website
via the following URL: http:/www.islandstrust.be.ca/ltc/ss/meetings.cim by
completing the Public Hearing, February 7, 2008 Submission Form before
4:30 PM on Wednesday, February 6, 2008.

2. Tothe Local Trust Committee at the Public Hearing.

Email comments should not be considered.as complying with the requirements of this notice.
The Islands Trust does not guarantee that any email comment will be received by the Salt Spring
Island Local Trust Committee. Reasonable efforts will be made to provide email comments, if
they are opened and received, to the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee for consideration,
but the public should not rely on email as a means of providing a written comment.

All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments made in response to
this notice will also be available for public review.

NO REPRESENTATIONS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED BYLAW WILL BE RECEIVED
BY THE SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE AFTER THE CONCLUSION
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SHEENA BULL I

Personal Trainer

LIVING STRONG

CALL

937-8975

sheena.h@telus.net

oports&
Recreation

Benjamin
Moore’

( Sports Schedule )

MEN’S SOCCER

~ SS FC Div.-1 vs. Comox
<) Sat.., Feb. 2
Portlock Park

2:15 p.m.

SS Old Boys vs. Nanaimo

Sun., Feb. 3
g

- GISS
10:30 a.m.
Wrter Ol ance S4e
40-50% OFF LOWEST MARKED PRICE ON:

Ski and Snowboard Jackets, Pants, Hoodies and Sweaters

40% OFF LOWEST MARKET PRICE ON:

Snowboards, Boots, Bindings and Accessories
Sale ends Feb. 9th
SEOTE

islandsportstraders.ca

7 e 135 McPhillips Ave.
et o Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6 pm 537-5148

PATTERSON MARKET LTD.

our family serving your family since 1915

~BCFerries
Winter Hours

Salt Spring Island (Fulford Harbour) -
Swartz Bay Departures

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES

SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 - MARCH 31, 2008

DEPART FULFORD HARBOUR DEPART SWARTZ BAY

6:15am 7:00 am Daily except Sunday
7:50 am Daily except Sunday 9:00 am
9:50 am 11:00 am
11:50 am 1:00 pm
1:50 pm 3:00 pm
3:50 pm 5:00 pm
5:50 pm 7:00 pm
7:50 pm 9:00 pm

PATTERSON MARKET LTD.

our family serving your family since 1915
“SHEEP” ISLAND FUEL - we're still the “sheepist!”
> ISLAND MADE --

» Cheese from SS Cheese & Moonstruck Cheese
¢ Homemade SS Gelato = Baked goods from Embe & Barh’s Buns
» Southend locally made Fruitsicles

Winter hrs: Mon. - Fri. 8am -6 pm/Sat. 9 am - 6 pm

BASKETBALL

SIMS
b-ball
teams
flying
high

Vancouver Island
teams

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Spirits are soaring at Salt
Spring Island Middle School
(SIMS) as basketball fever
has taken hold of students
and staff.

“The basketball season is
going really well,” said Jude
Shugar, coach of the Grade 8
boys team.

“The sport is highly popu-
lar. We have 18 players on
the girls’ team and 16 on the
boys.”

Shugar’s boys showed they
have the spirit and the skills
after pulling off two seven-
point comebacks against
Quamichan Middle School
last week.

“It was an excellent game
both offensively and defen-
sively,” Shugar said.

“It was a close one but we
pulled it off.”

The Grade 8 boys final-
ly won the game 39-32
thanks to solid offen-
sive efforts from Adrian
Alonso, Luc Comeau and
Arthur Irwin-Campbell,
Shugar added.

The Grade 8 girls pulled
off a one-point victory
in a foul-ridden match
against Prevost Middle
School on Vancouver
Island.

“It was a rough game with
a lot of fouls from the other
team,” Shugar said.

Jasmin Lundy and Alan-
na Hillis played a strong
offensive match as Sami
Clemente and Olivia Keddy
did their part to limit Pre-
vost scoring opportuni-
ties.

“They really stood out,”
Shugar said.

In upcoming middle
school basketball action, the
girls will host Chemainus on
Wednesday while the boys
play Thursday against Qua-
michan.

Games start at 3:30 p.m.
in the middle school gym-
nasium.

Shugar reminded pro-
spective players and specta-
tors that the SIMS Tsunami
intra-mural league offers
mid-week basketball action
every Wednesday between
6 and 8 p.m. at the school

mmrm

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERDN

BASKETBALL SLAM: Guif Islands Secondary School junior girls basketball player Kirsty
Girard goes up for a basket in a game against Brentwood last week. The local squad won the

game 76-18.

YOUTH SOCCER

Try-out dates set for Super Y-League

Evaluation dates have been set for two age
groups of those interested in participating
in a high-level soccer program this summer,

Tryouts for U13 and U14 girls and boys
Super Y League teams have been set for two
Saturdays — Feb. 16 and 23 — at the UVic
turf fields. The U13 evaluations run from
4:15 to 5:45 p.m., while the Ul4s try out from
5:45to 7 p.m.

Program coaches are expected to be named
the first week of February, and evaluation
dates for players aged U15-U18 will also be
announced soon..

The Super Y-League program is touted
as being one of the best in the province,
running just under the provincial teams
program in the “hierarchy” of B.C. soccer.
It includes both Canadian and American
teams.

The Pacific Northwest league, which runs
from the beginning of May until the end of
July, includes several teams from around
B.C. and Washington. The Vancouver Island
teams combine top players from both upper
island and lower island clubs.

Players interested in attending the evalu-
ations camps should send contact informa-
tion (name, e-mail, age group, date of birth
and phone number) to lower island head
coach Dante Zanatta (headcoach@lower-
islandsoccer.com). They should arrive 15
minutes early and expect to pay a one-time
registration fee of $10.

Players should also be aware that Super
Y-League age cut-offs are different than those
of regular club soccer, and participants with
birth dates between August 1 and December
31 are able to play at a younger age level.

Week’s top bowlers announced

Following are recent
reported high scores in
bowling play at Kings Lane
Recreation:

HIGHROLLERS

Circus League, Jan. 14:
Harald Repen, 224; Anne
Fleiger, 245; Russ Crouse,
205.

Special Olympics, Jan. 9:
David McEeachern, 140; Mah-
jor Bains, 173; Gloria Dale, 180;

Tacnn Naramanae: 107 174 moeed 109

Special Olympics, Jan.
16: Mahjor Bains, 144-154;
Gloria Dale, 172; Jason New-

Circus League, Dec. 17:
Brian Hartley, 211; Myles
Wilson, 200; Sharon Arm-

....... atn
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SOCCER

Salt Spring youth gets approval
as summer games assistant coach

Olivia Morgan to work
alongside Sue Spencer

BY SUSAN LUNDY
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Hard work and a passion for soccer
has helped open the door on a once-
in-a-lifetime coaching opportunity for
a Salt Spring teen.

And when the B.C. Summer Games
open in Kelowna this July, 17-year-old
Olivia Morgan will be there as assistant
coach for the Vancouver Island girls
soccer team.

Heading up the U12 squad will be
Salt Spring Soccer Association’s tech-
nical director Sue Spencer, who has
recently been confirmed as head coach
with Morgan as her assistant.

‘When I'm doing some kind of
soccer, | don’t miss the other

things that I've had to let go.”

OLIVIA MORGAN
Coach Mentorship Program

Two other island teens — Gordon
Havelaar and Tavis Morton — coached
the boys’ soccer team at the summer
games two years ago.

“I am extremely excited about the
summer games position,” said Mor-
gan, a Grade 11 student at Gulf Islands
Secondary School, who currently
co-coaches a Ull boys team on Salt
Spring:

Spencer said she offered Morgan the
opportunity to work with her through
a mentorship program funded by Pro-
MOTION Plus, a B.C. organization that
supports the participation of women
in sport and leadership.

The two had to apply separately to

TRAIL AND NATURE CLUB

Olivia Morgan

the Coaching Mentorship Program
and were approved by a selection
committee.

Spencer recommended she and
Morgan do the program this summer
so it could include the summer games
event.

“Over the past two years I have
mentored several female student
coaches in our program and I decid-
ed to offer this to Olivia as she has
a keen interest in not only the sport
but in leadership and coaching,”
Spencer said.

“She has wholeheartedly embraced
every leadership/coaching opportu-
nity that I have ever offered her.”

Morgan, who started playing soccer
at age five, is currently a keeper for the
Upper Island U18 metro team.

In addition to coaching her Ull
boys, she trains every Sunday at the
Island Keepers Clinic in Victoria, every
Tuesday with her up-island team and
Thursdays with Spencer.

She also travels to Denman Island
once a month to train with Shel Brods-
gaard, the former national teams goal-
keeping coach for the Canadian Soccer
Association.

“I have known Sue since before I can
remember,” Morgan said, adding that

Spencer has coached her on several
teams and given her specialized train-
ing for years.

“[It’s] because of all of her help [that]
I've become a coach myself.”

Last year, Morgan took on the assis-
tant coach’s position of a local U10 girls
team.

She said it’s different coaching her
U11 boys.

“I find that boys are generally a little
bit more of a challenge just because
they [at this age especially] need con-
stant activity so you always have to be
prepared.”

Coaching locally and at the summer
games will add to Morgan’s resume
as she looks to a teaching career in
an elementary school and coaching a
higher level of soccer.

“I have always loved working with
children and I think that I'm fairly good
at it,” she says. “I [can] easily relate to
them and I'm patient, enthusiastic and
motivated.”

In the meantime, focussing her life
around soccer has meant giving up
other passions as she tries to balance
her commitments.

“It seems like each year gets busier
and busier and I have to keep on choos-
ing which activity is more important to
me,” she says. “My time is always occu-
pied by either school, my soccer team,
coaching soccer or doing extra soccer
training. I barely have time for other
sports or music.”

Morgan used to play the piano and
flute as well as sing. Now she can only
manage singing in a choir.

“Giving things up that I love is always
difficult, but I love soccer the most.
When I'm doing some kind of soccer,
I don't miss the other things that I've
had to let go.”

Spencer notes that Morgan trains
hard and “always tries to invest her
personal time to give back to her peers
and younger athletes.”

She says the summer games event is
just the first of many coaching oppor-
tunities for the latest local in the men-
torship program.

Hikers warm up for spring with outings

Gulf Coast
MATERIALS

will be off-loading the gravel barge
Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2008

SORRY FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE
THIS MAY CAUSE

Dr. Maico Melo

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon

Providing services in ...

* Dental Extractions including
wisdom teeth

* Dental Implants

* IV Sedations Available

For an appointment please call
537 (Salt Spring Island)
' 3390 (Victoria)

* Hydraulic hoses
4 * Complete automotive repairs
¢ Electronic engine analysis
* Tune ups * Oil changes
* Four wheel drive service
» Suspension shocks and struts
¢ Fuel injection

Plus Italian slides
at social night

At our social event at the
United Church on Thursday,
Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m., Sheila
and Barry Spence will show
slides of their hikes in Ligu-
ria and Tuscany in Italy.

If you have not yet paid
your annual fees for the
2007/08 season, this will be
your last chance, but late
fees are now $25.

Please complete and sign
the membership/waiver
form and leave it with your
cheque at the Cobbler's
Box or present them to our
membership secretary Barry
Spence (537-2332).

At www.saltspringtnc.ca
you will find more details on
our activities.

Following is the February
schedule:

Hikers

FEB. 5: Kees Visser leads
a moderate but long hike
through Peter Arnell and
Bryant Hill Park.

Assemble at ArtSpring at
9:45 a.m. or join at the top of
Stewart Road in Peter Arnell
Park behind the concrete
barrier.

FEB. 12: As last year, Zeke

Blazecka will lead a pre-
Valentine moderate hike
in Goldstream Park. Meet
at Portlock Park at 8:30 in
order to carpool for the 9
a.m. Vesuvius ferry.

FEB. 19: Lynn Thomp-
son will lead us to the top
of Mount Erskine via a new
route.

This will be a moderate
uphill hike but with a few
steep sections. Assemble at
ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m.

FEB. 26: Sheila and Barry
Spence are leading a mod-
erate hike from Seymour
Heights around Mount Max-
well.

Meet at ArtSpring at 9:45
a.m. or join at the Fulford-
Ganges Road/Dukes Road
junction at 9:50.

Walkers

FEB. 5: Nieke Visser leads
a walk up Mount Erskine
“the easy way” from Toyn-
bee Road. This is mainly
moderately uphill, but with
a few steeper sections. Meet
at ArtSpring at 10 a.m.

FEB. 12: Ailsa Pearse is
leading a moderate walk
with a steep section or two
in the Channel Ridge area.
Meet at Portlock Park at 10
a.m. or join at the trail sign
at the north end of Sunset

Drive at 10:10.

FEB. 19: The monthly
nature outing will be an
investigation of the geology
of Vesuvius Bay, led by Mary
Lou Bevier.

We will be walking on the
rocky intertidal area so
appropriate footware should
be worn. Meet at Portlock
Park at 9:45 a.m. (note the
earlier time!) and carpool to
the Vesuvius Dock parking
lot to meet Mary Lou.

FEB. 26: Margaret and Art
Simons will lead a surprise
walk. Meet at ArtSpring at
10 a.m.

Ramblers

FEB. 5: Rita Sagness will
lead a walk in the South-
ey Point area. Carpool
from Centennial at 10 a.m.

FEB. 12: Harold Page will
take us to Burgoyne Bay.
Carpool from Centennial
at 10 a.m. or join at 10:20
from the Burgoyne Bay tri-
angle.

FEB. 19: Allan Robert-
son will lead us on a walk
on Sunset Drive starting at
the “Christmas Tree” at the
intersection of North End
and Southey Point roads.

Carpool from Centenni-
al at 10 a.m. or 10:10 a.m.
from Portlock Park.

FEB. 26: Beth Ranney will
take us on a ramble in the
Toynbee Road area. Carpool
from Centennial at 10 a.m.

New members

Interested in joining
us? Contact Barry Spence
(membership) at 537-2332
or Zeke Blazecka (presi-
dent) at 653-4782, or come
on Tuesdays to the meeting
point for the activity you are
interested in.

To our friends
on Salt Spring!
“Thanks for stopping by.”

Geoff Hopps
Owner

{oms REEY

CROFTON
AUTO
SERVICE

246-3115

wm Design & Build v
Custom houses, additions and renovations

RONALD BESLEY
Lic.#29029 e

TeL: 250.537.8885
K LEY@TELY =

| promise that this year
| will recycle at the
Return-It Bottle Depot

« Pop and ready to drink
beverage containers

» Wine and Spirit confainers

e Beer and Cider botiles and cans \

 Milk and milk substitute plastic &
poly containers (vo peposra REFUND) - g 3%

e Newspaper (No DEPOSIT/NO REFUND)
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Ask for an on-the-spot sample today!

OPINION

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SEA SCENE: A couple of motor boats putter out of Ganges Harbour as sailboats race in

the background.
MORE LETTERS which I think is a great idea, wanted more.
continued from A14 allowing many a voice to be As for Celine Dion — they

Radio update

I attended Sunday night’s
radio tower meeting and
learned a lot about the plans
and future of Salt Spring’s
future local radio station.

It is a great idea, but
I believe they have a lot
of work to do before they
will reach their summer
goal of actual broadcast.
For example: When I asked
them about their commu-
nity support numbers and
percentages, they said that
they had a lot of commu-
nity support, as shown by
the number of GVM receipts
they have received over the
last 10 years. But I didn't see
the numbers in the room
to prove it. Except for the
media, Mr. Brooks’' fam-
ily members and the board
members, there was really
only five interested people
from the community who
attended the meeting.

When I asked them about
their website, where the
public could go for more
information, one of the
board members of the com-
munications company said
they did not have one and
they did not want to “put the
cart before the horse.”

After 10 years of striving
for broadcast in a communi-
cations industry, with plans
to fund the business on local
paid business advertising
dollars, it only makes sense
to increase community and
business support by using
all means necessary, includ-
ing the world-wide web.

They are planning to run
their business with volun-
teers from the community,

Catering & Private
Chef Service Available

FEBRUA

Regular menu also available

STARTING

heard and a forum for dis-
cussion and motivation. But
sooner or later, people will
want to receive a paycheque
for their hard work and input
and I hope the company is
prepared for that inevitabil-
ity. While there was opposi-
tion to the tower site, based
on health hazards caused
by radio frequency signals
in the atmosphere, I think
the board did a good job of
providing enough informa-
tion to numb those fears.
There is far greater risk to
our health with higher-pow-
ered radio frequencies from
other sources that we should
be more worried about and
focussed on.

In closing, I would like to
thank the board and compa-
ny for providing the public
meeting and opportunity to
learn more about the proj-
ect and I wish them the best
of luck in their success.

SANDI POYSTILA,
SALT SPRING

Canadian
talent

Vincent; Vincent; Vincent
... Peter? Who?

What to say — Peter
Vincent thinks Canadian
content in the arts is to be
shoved up the bum? (Jan. 16
Driftwood column.)

What about the Olym-
pics, Peter — do you think
we should not support our
amateur Canadian athletes
and leave it up to the Ameri-
cans to win medals for us?

1 introduced Michael
Bublé to my American cous-
ins (full blood) years before
he was on U.S. radio. More-
over, they loved him and

Calvin’s RQ?E__e_bury 1, 2008

NS
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think she is American, along
with Shania Twain, Brian
Adams and Randy Bach-
man.

Thank god for Canadian
publishers who introduced
me to wonderful writers like
Gail Anderson-Dargatz, Bill
Richardson and Elizabeth
Hay (to name a few).

Thank god 1 find This Hour
Has 22 Minutes funny even
though my American cous-
ins cannot comprehend it.

In addition, 1 am sorry
to say Peter, but | like CBC
. . . it has good intellectual
shows. I'm sorry you do not
like them.

My husband has been a
professional musician from
the age of 16. 1 bet Peter
would not recognize his
name or his music, even
though I am sure everyone
has listened to him on CBC
radio. (Sorry, I forgot, Peter
dislikes CBC.)

In addition, he gets royal-
ties from iPod downloads
as a professional musician,
but my husband has never
received money from the
Canada Council for the Arts.
Despite this, I support it 100
per cent.

If we do not support Cana-
dian talent, we would be left
to identify ourselves with

American culture . . . and
thatwould do us all a big dis-
service,

If we did not have Cana-
dian content, we all would
be subjected to predictable,
unimaginative books and
predictable humourless TV
and non-musical rap music.

Go Peter go . . . go to
America.
DIANE ALTON-KAIGHIN,
VANCOUVER
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