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TRAGEDY 

Islander 
critically 
injured in 
Vietnam 
Donation fund set up 
to help family 

BY CHRIS STEPHENSON 
AND GAIL SJUBERG 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

A 20-year-old Salt Spring resident is lying 
in a Singapore hospital bed after critically 
inuring his neck in a freak body-surfing 
incident off the coast of Vietnam in early 
December. 

But his family says he should be back in 
Vancouver any day now to receive further 
treatment. 

Kaspar Shouldice had just finished volun­
teering for the Vietnam Friendship Village, a 
project aimed at helping children and vet­
erans suffering from Agent Orange-related 
illnesses, when the accident occurred. 

"Kaspar broke his neck in four places, 
leaving him a quadriplegic, and would have 
drowned if it weren't for his two friends, 
Daniel Klein and Thomas Dodsworth, who 
saved his life," said Kaspar's mother Jill Hef­
fner via e-mail. 

The friends pulled a face-down and 
unconscious Kaspar out of the ocean, and 
administered first aid to revive him. Kaspar 
was taken to a local hospital and then flown 
to Singapore the next day, she said. 

Both of Kaspar's parents arrived short­
ly after the accident. Kaspar's father Rod 
Shouldice is a practical nurse at Lady Minto 
Hospital. 

On a Face book group dedicated to Kaspar, 
Rod said his son had a successful surgery 
and has started physiotherapy. 

"He is doing great!" said Rod on the site. 

KASPAR continued on 2 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY 

SERENE SCENE: The sun shone on Salt 
Spring during the holiday week as seen, at left, 
in this pretty Ganges Harbour photograph. 

North End 
Fitness 

537·5217 

MORTGAGE QUESnONS? 
••• ask Arlene 

MORTGAGE 
DEPOT 

537·4090 

Happy New Year to you & your vehicle 

A plant-based heating oil 
choice at no additional cost 

537-1385 
www.bioheat.ca 



2 I WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2008 I GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

IA\ftlll SllWEIGiG,JlBJI NEWSBEAT CALL GAIL, SEAN OR CHRIS IF YOU 
SEE NEWS HAPPENING - 250-537-9933 
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We welcome all current 
owners to drop in, introduce • 
yourself and receive a FREE 
introductory gift. We look 
forward to serving you. 
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WHILE 
STOCKS LAST 

Salt Spring resident set to sail 
Overseas mission a 

"way to give back" 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIF TWDOD STAFF 

Salt Spring's Sharon 
Crouse has earned a nurs­
ing degree, worked as a sea­
man aboard B.C. Ferries, 
and started her own busi­
ness, yet nothing prepared 
her for the excitement lead­
ing up to her next great 
adventure. 

On January IS, Crouse will 
travel to the small port town 
of Kiel, Germany where she 
will join other volunteers 
from around the globe to 
help retrofit the Logos Hope 
passenger vessel. 

religious literature, creative 
arts and relief supplies to 
the inhabitants of develop­
ing nations. 

"In every situation, Oper­
ation Mobilization teams 
adapt to the local culture 
and situation," Crouse 
added. 

The ship will include 
classrooms, a library, din­
ing facilities, theatres, 
accommodation for up to 
500 people and conference 
rooms. 

The ship's crew includes 
teachers, medical person­
nel, engineers and mechan­

- ics. 
Local residents will be 

able to visit the ship and 
access materials when the 
ship is docked at various 
ports of call. 

low parishioner who helped 
rebuild the ship's engine in 
a Croatian dry-dock last 
year. 

"In every situation, 

teams adapt to the 

local culture and 

situation:' 

SHARON CROUSE 
Operation Mobilization 
volunteer 

Crouse will spend up to 
eight hours a day, six days a 
week for three months help­
ing to give the tired-looking 
European passenger ferry a 
new lease on life. 

Sharon Crouse 

Crouse's trip is sponsored 
in part by the Salt Spring 
Island Baptist Church and 
also funded by her own 
savings. Operation Mobi­
lization, she said, is a non­
denominational religious 
group seeking to demon­
strate and proclaim the love 
of God. 

While Crouse would love 
to join the group when the 
vessel sets sail later this 
year, she said that may have 
to wait until another time. A 
desire for change, wanting 
to make a difference and 
a love of travel finally con­
vinced Crouse she had to 
take the plunge. 

"There is a mountain of 
work to be completed -
painting, cleaning, outfit­
ting various meeting rooms, 
conference rooms and cab­
ins," Crouse said. "This is an 
exciting challenge for me at 
this time in my life." 

When volunteers com-

plete their work in the 
spring, the Logos Hope will 
have become the third ship 
in Operation Mobilization's 
fleet. Each ship, similar in 
size and design to B.C. Fer­
ries' Spirit Class vessels, is 
tasked to sail between con­
tinents delivering books, 

Crouse was inspired to 
join the project by the sto­
ries of Dave Kempling, a fel-

"This is one way to give 
back to the world ," she 
said. "It 's a way of giving 
thanks." 

Injured man said to be "doing great" 
KASPAR 
continued from 1 
"He even sat up today with help, and 
that was absolutely amazing!" 

Kaspar added: "Although we are 
through the initial phase of the pro­
cess, the real hard work to recovery is 
about to begin. It is especially at this 
point that I need everyone's prayers 
and continued support over the next 
several months until I am back on my 
feet ... Over these next few months, I 
am hoping that I will be in a position 
to see as many of you as possible, as I 
may face some difficult times ahead. 
I'm looking forward to seeing friends, 

and I hope you will come in and visit 
me." 

His mother Jill said he will first go 
to the spinal unit at Vancouver Gen­
eral Hospital and then on to GF Strong 
Rehabilitation Centre. 

Jo Twaites, clinical coordinator at 
Lady Minto Hospital, has set up a fund 
for the family to cover medical and 
travel expenses. Kaspar's parents will 
have to put their paid work on hold 
and rent accommodation in Vancou­
ver for between three and six months, 
said Twaites. 

Donations can be made in person 
at Lady Minto Hospital to Twaites or 
at the Island Savings Credit Union to 

account #1761006. 
Kaspar had been working on the 

Murakami Gardens community hous­
ing project before going to Vietnam. 

His parents are also known for the 
social development work they do with 
Mexican peasants through their World 
Hearth for Peace and Friendship 
organization. (See www.worldhearth. 
com.) 

The family moved to Salt Spring from 
Nelson, where they were well-known 
in the community and ran a restaurant 
called The Rose Garden Cafe. 

For updates on Kaspar's condition, 
log on to the Facebook group called 
"pray for Kaspar." 

Are you living on income, 
from your investments? 
Are they tax efficient? 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 

CRiliCAllltNESS 
INSURANCE Call a trusted local Professional 

sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. BERKSHIRE 
JANUARY 

02 11:00 3.3 10.8 06 
WE 19:24 1.0 3.3 su 
03 04:36 3.0 9.8 
TH 06:29 3.0 9.8 

11 :21 3.2 10.5 07 
19:58 0.8 2.6 MO 

04 05:05 3.2 10.5 
FR 08:35 3.1 10.2 

11:47 3.2 10.5 08 
20:32 0.6 2.0 TU 

Sec~ 
SEAPLANES 

Our Islands. Our World. 

06:06 3.5 11.5 
11:07 3.1 10.2 
13:08 3.2 10.5 
21 :43 0.4 1.3 

06:35 3.5 11 .5 
11:41 3.1 10.2 
13:54 3.2 10.5 
22:19 0.3 1.0 

07:03 3.5 11.5 
12:10 3.1 10.2 
14:40 3.2 10.5 
22:54 0.3 1.0 

• Tax free lump sum benefit 
30 days after diagnosis. 

• Call for more information 

537·1730~ 
Grace Point .,uu ... ., 

atrcua•na tNc. 

MarUnJ.~,CFP 
lnveetment Advi80r 

Rocky llaaban 
Salell Assla1ant 

537·1730 
GRACE POINT SQUARE 

Driftwood Letters Online 
http:/ /www.gulfislands.net/blogs/blog letters/ 

More daily flights home from ~e mrun 
• 6 scheduled flights daily between 

Ganges and Vancouver Airport 
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane 

fleet in Canada 
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to 

main YVR terminal and bus exchange 
• Frequent flyer discount 
• Charter flights available to other 

destinations, including USA. 

For scheduled flight info call 

1·800·447·3247 
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com 
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Heads up! 
Salt Spring Local Trust Committee 
Thursday, JANUARY 10 
ArtSpring, 1 p.m. 

Alton House caretakers feel right at home 
Tending to the island's heritage 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Even on one of the coldest days of the year, it's clear Simo­
ne and David Bova have stumbled onto one of the island's 
best kept housing secrets. 

With a little help from a raging wood stove and a warm 
cup of coffee, the chill in the 75-year-old heritage building 
the Bovas now call home is more quaint than inconve­
nient. 

When the occasional draft does sweep down from the 
attic, it doesn't take long for the couple's genuine sense of 
hospitality and humour to warm the cozy kitchen. 

If that wasn't enough, there's always the view. 
"We never imagined ever living on Salt Spring waterfront, 

but here we are," said Simone, one of the Ruby Alton house's 
new caretakers during an interview several weeks after they 
set foot on the property. · 

Not only does the house front onto some much sought­
after Fulford Harbour waterfront, the heritage homestead's 
grounds include a fenced-in garden, fruit trees, a rain 
catchment system, mature cedars and fir trees, and enough 
character to span the generations of folks who've taken up 
residence in the home. 

The Ruby Alton Nature Reserve was created through the 
Islands Trust Fund in February 2002 after Alton bequeathed 
the property. Alton, who attended school a short Walk from 
the home along Isabella Point Road, wished to preserve her 
childhood home's unique ecological and scenic features. 

That's where the Bovas come in. 
In exchange for a modest monthly rent, the couple pro­

vide basic maintenance and provide a friendly reception to 
the occasional visitors passing through. 

Since taking up residence in the fall, the couple has yet to 
see any visitors walk the property, inquire about the home's 
state-of-the-art 28,000-litre (6,000-Imperial gallon) rain­
water catchment system or stroll down to the public beach. 

"You're actually our first guest," Simone said. 
"The only other person who's come over is my mom when 

she helped us move." 
The couple is considering registering the home in the 

third annual eco-home tour this summer. 
David said he looks forward to demonstrating how a fully 

functioning and effective rain-water system actually works. 
"At this point, we've got more water than we could ever 

use," he said. 
"If we can do anything to promote the home, we'll do it." 
Once they saw a newspaper ad calling for new tenants, 

the Bovas wasted little time making the move from their 
650-square-foot cabin tucked away in a corner of the north 
end. 

The south-end spirit and country living charm offered by 
the home and neighbours are exactly what the couple was 
looking for when they decided to flee the city. 

News briefs 
Rare low tide delays affected passengers 

stops sailings 
travelling on the Bowen 
Queen on December 22 
from 8:40 to 11:05 p.m. and 

Unusually low tides December 23 from 8:40 to 
caused B.C. Ferries to delay 10:05p.m. 
and cancel sailings over the Marshall said B.C. Ferries 
holiday season on the Vesu- does not expect low tides to 
vius-Crofton route. affect the Vesuvius-Crofton 

Deborah Marshall, direc- route again anytime in the 
tor of media relations for near future. 
B.C. Ferries, said extremely She said while sailing can-
low tides are an issue for cellations and delays due to 
safe ferry clearance when low tides are rare, the prob-
docking at terminals. lem also recently occurred 

The cancellations and on Gabriola Island. 

CELEBRATIN G2~.s 
*!) 

Choose the route that works best for you 

and your busy schedule. Get to Downtown 

Vancouver or Richmond & Vancouver Airport 

the quick and easy way- fly Harbour Air. 

Book, Board and Fly ... It's that simple! 

•'A- •- - ~ 

PHOTO BY SEAN MCIN1YRE 

David and Simone Bova have spent much of the fall and winter settling into their new digs at the Ruby Alton Nature Reserve 
on Isabella Point Road, owned by the Islands Trust Fund since 2002. 

"This is why we moved out of the city," Simone said. 
And before you dismiss them as run-of-the-mill city 

slicker pioneers seeking refuge from urban gridlock and 
suburban sprawl, keep in mind this is the same couple who 
found room for a greenhouse in their parking-spot-sized 
back yard in East Vancouver. 

When they moved to Salt Spring, their disassembled 
greenhouse was one of the few possessions that made the 
trip, even if the Alton house's south-facing atrium will gar­
ner most of the attention from here on in. 

David is a self-described jack-of-all-trades/master of 
none while Simone is a professional baker, necessary quali­
fications for any homesteading couple of the modern era. 

Talk of gardening and blossoming fruit trees is enough to 
melt a late-fall frost. 

Out in the yard, the couple rattles off a to-do list that 
extends well beyond what any landlord would expect. 

A new coat of paint, fixing up a foot bridge, labelling 

Bus-launch 
party at 
Mead en 

All systems are go for the 
Salt Spring Island transit 
system start-up on Monday, 
January 7 with an action-
packed launch event taking 
place at Meaden Hall. 

Beginning at 11:30 a.m., 
coffee and tea will be served, 
followed by presentations 
from Community Services 

TO 
VANCOUVER 

va n couver 

TO 
RICHMOND 

Minister Ida Chong, Union 
of B.C. Municipalities presi-
dent Susan Gimse and Salt 
Spring regional director 
Gary Holman. 

Gulf Islands Secondary 
School jazz music:;ians will 
perform, the Raging Gran-
nies will sing Get on the 
Bus, and a commemorative 
key will be presented before 
the formal cutting of a bus-
shaped cake. 

Events should wrap up by 
lp.m. 

For specific information 

YOUR CHOICE 

"This was a wonderful gift and we want to be a 

part of the legacy:' 
SIMONE BOVA, 
Caretaker, Alton House 

the property's plants and trees and maintaining their 
day jobs will easily keep the couple entrenched in coun­
try living for a while to come. And that's all right with 
Simone. 

"We're staying as long as they'll have us," she said. 
Members of the public can access the water and picnic 

grounds at any time, though the couple requests people 
wanting a personal tour to call beforehand. 

about the new Salt Spring the Driftwood office will be 
transit system, call 537- closed New Year's Day (the 
6758, or visit www.buson- newspaper's usual press 
line.ca for detailed schedule day), this edition of the 
information. paper was completed on 

Polar swim in Friday, December 28. 
Therefore, seasonal activi-

Weekender ties such as yesterday's Polar 
Bear Swim and Monday 

With holidays falling on night's New Year's Eve festiv-
two Tuesdays and a Wednes- ities could not be included 
day this Christmas season, in this issue. 
Driftwood publishing days This Friday's Weekender 
have had to change. will feature Polar Bear Swim 

To accommodate holiday photos and any coverage of 
press deadlines and because New Year's Eve. 

sgg s7g GULF ISLANDS TO 
DOWNTOWN VANCOUVER 

OR 

lr7Tl HARBOUR AIR 
~SEAPLANES 

PER PERSON. ONE WAY PLUS GST PER PERSON, ONE WAY PLUS GST 

GULF ISLANDS TO 
RICHMOND & VANCOUVER AIRPORT 

YOUR SEAPLANE PROFESSIONALS 
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For more information call 
GARY MASON 

-..Three Point Motors 1·888-215·1175 
gmason@threepointmotors.com 

c•smart 
open your mind. 

The New Year's gift 
that lasts a lifetime ... 

DRIVING LESSONS! 
New GLP course starting in January 

some space still available 
GIFT CERTIFICATES • COURSE ENROLLMENT 

C 0 RN E RSJQNE comerstonadrivingschool@yahoo.ca 

DRIVING SCHOOL 538·1733 

Saltspring Island boarding student Glen 

Admissions Information Session 
Tuesday, January 22, 7:00 pm 

Harbour House, 121 Upper Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island 

St. Michaels University School offers merit scholarships to 
students entering boarding in Grades 8 to 10 who demonstrate 

a desire for excellence, a sense of compassion, and a passion 
for learning and for life. Financial assistance is also available. 

Contact us at 1-800-661-5199 or admissions@smus.bc.ca 

Victoria, British Columbia- Boarding Grades 8-12- www.smus.bc.ca 

Apply now for boarding in 2008 

NEWSBEAT 
RECAP AND PREDICTIONS 

Salt Spring politicos 
look ahead to 2008 
Murakami Gardens 
among 2007's 
highlights 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

For a place with so many 
of those "SLOW" stickers 
kicking around, change 
comes about pretty quickly 
around these parts. 

Sometime within the 
next few weeks and months, 
island residents from north 
and south will all have the 
opportunity to ride public 
transit to the island's new 
recreation centre on Rain­
bow Road. 

Along the way, they'll 
probably pass by the future 
site of the new Ganges 
fire hall and wave hello to 
the new residents of the 
Murakami Gardens afford­
able housing project while 
they're at it. 

During their visit to town, 
. people can try out the new 
and improved Centennial 
Park washroom or, at the 
very least, contend with 
temporary facilities put in 
place during construction. 

Change is afoot and folks 
will likely begin noticing a 
difference well before the 
daffodils spring forth. 

For Rob Grant, director 
of Salt Spring Island Com­
munity Services Society, it's 
about time affordable hous­
ing projects like Murakmi 
Gardens arrived on the 
island. 

Without hesitation, he 
said getting started on the 
Rainbow Road site in addi­
tion to another project on a 
five-acre parcel of land just 
south of Ganges highlighted 
the past year. 

"What to do with the 
former diocese land will 
be this year's big project," 
Grant said during an inter­
view last week. 

Community Servic­
es' members also plan to 
increase programming at 
the Core Inn, following the 
decision in 2007 to relocate 
the society's youth outreach 
services to the heart of Gan­
ges. Grant also said he hopes 
to work with the province to 
improve the level of mental 
health services available on 
the island. 

"There is a challenge in 
the complexity and vol­
ume of services that are 

George Ehring 

Rob Grant 

required," he said. "It's now 
about taking the next evo­
lutionary step." 

Affordable housing also 
ranked high on a list of 
successes presented by 
Islands Trust trustee George . 
Ehring. 

Ehring said gathering 
input from focus group 
members earlier this year 
helped pave the way for 
the ongoing review of the 
island's official community 
plan (OCP) in an effort to 
make the island more liv­
able for all. 

Despite the headway, 
Ehring expressed disap­
pointment that many island 
residents perceived the rec­
ommendations as things 
"the Trust is going to do to 
you." 

"By being characterized 
in this way, it created a lot 
of needless anxiety," Ehring 
said. "We need to have the 
maturity as a community 
to be able to discuss ideas 
in a thoughtful and concep­
tual way before decisions 
are made." 

Ehring gave an honour­
able mention to residents' 

efforts to pursue the Alter­
native Gypsy Moth Control 
Program in order to prevent 
the spraying of a potentially 
hazardous pesticide over a 
large section of the island's 
south end. 

"It protected our health 
and our reputation as a 
centre of organic farm­
ing, and it protected rare 
butterfly species," Ehring 
said. 

For 2008, Ehring said he 
looks forward to engaging 
more residents to think 
about the kind of future they 
see for the island before the 
revised OCP is adopted at 
year's end. 

Developing an Area Farm 
Plan to help provide for 
the long-term agricultural 
future of the island, get­
ting the soil removal bylaw 
adopted to ensure better 
protection of the land, and 
learning if the province will 
be prepared to make the 
simple legislative change 
to let Salt Spring elect four 
trustees are high priorities 
for 2008, he added. 

"It's crucial to the health 
of the community and the 
health of our local economy 
that we become better able 
to produce more of our own 
food," he said. 

As the former chair of the 
Parks and Recreation Com­
mission, Rosemary Trump 
will not be there to stand for 
re-election when commis­
sioners reconvene and vote 
for a new executive later 
this month. 

Speaking in an interview 
only days before her term 
expired on December 31, 
Trump said the year ahead 
will likely provide resolu­
tion of some of the more 
dramatic events that passed 
before the commission in 
2007. 

"I guess the highlight is 
the expectation of the pool 
finally coming to comple­
tion," she said. 

While the situation 
regarding tennis still 
remains "up in the air at 
this point," Trump said resi­
dents and commissioners 
will likely have a better idea 
of where they are headed 
when commissioners and 
the public receive the 
results of an independently 
commissioned report out­
lining the next steps for ten­
nis at Portlock Park. 

Mini-Course Calendar - WINTER 2008 
Exciting courses to tempt you: 

Soapstone Carving • Entry Level Computer Courses • Cookery: 
an evening with Chef Bruce Wood ... and more, much more! 

For more information on these and other innovative courses check out -

January 9th Driftwood! Watch for it! 

REMARKABLE INSTRUCTORS! MOTIVATING PARTNERSHIPS! 
And ... use our Box at GVM #123 & ask at the Recycling Refund Centre 
for "Community Ed" to show your support for lifelong learning on SSI! 

S..\U Srt=UNC L"4.AN[.'l 
Co\tt\ttl~~n· E-ouL,.ii.;t lO~ 
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Bookkeeping, Payroll and 
Tax Services 

David Waddington 
Certified OuickBooks ProAdvisor 

QuickBooks Setup and Training 
Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support 

537-0854 
Specializing In Small Business 

Direct Ganges to Downtown 
Direct Ganges to Van airport 
7:55am Mon-Sat & 10:45 am Sun-Fri 
2:25 pm Every Day 

•. Direct Van airport to Ganges 
l 9:00amMon-Sat &11:50amSun-Fri 
;j 3:30 pm Every Day 

saltspringair.com 
250.537.9880 

SHOPPING SPREE: Monica and Dallen Boudreau join the hordes of Canadians who spent Boxing Day shopping. The 
two are seen here at Island Escapades, checking out the bargains. 

Direct Downtown to Ganges 
8:45 amMon-Sat & 11:35 am Sun-Fri 
3:15pm Every Day 

SALT SPRING MARKET 

Market survey targets 
monetary foundation 
Armoured car's 

future uncertain 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

A survey of nearly 50 Salt 
Spring Island market vendors 
reveals many have mixed 
feelings about the presence of 
the Salt Spring Island Mon­
etary Foundation's armoured 
van in the Saturday market. 

"Many vendors do not like 
the look of the van and feel 
it blocks the road," reads 
part of the Market Advisory 
Group minutes presented at 
the December Parks and Rec­
reation Commission (PARC) 
meeting. "The group gener­
ally felt that the SSI Mone­
tary Foundation should not 
be allowed back next year." 

The questionnaire was 
completed by vendors 
attending the market on two 
days in September. Roughly 
85 per cent of those ques­
tioned attend the market on 
a weekly basis. 

Nearly 60 per cent of 
respondents reported being 
"very satisfied" with the mar­
ket in 2007. Vendors credited 
coordinators Krishna Rodri­
guez and Minzie Anderson 
with a job well done. 

Several vendors expressed 
continued frustration with 
the poor state of the Centen-

terra firma 
BUILDERS LTD _ 
www .slrewall.com 

537-9355 

We're online 
at 

gulfislands.net. 

nial Park washroom facilities 
and a lack of recycling facili­
ties within the market area. 

According to a letter sub­
mitted to PARC by market 
vendor Toby Fouks, resolving 
the washroom issue requires 
regular maintenance rather 
than construction of a new 
larger facility. 

"We do not need a new 
building. We need the exist­
ing facility to be kept clean 
and in good order - which 
it is not," Fouks wrote. "Stall 
doors should have working 
locks, there should be a mir­
ror, and graffiti should be 
painted over on an ongoing 
basis." 

Though 75 per cent of 
respondents said they are 
satisfied with the market's 
"Make it, Bake it, Grow it" 
policy, a minority of vendors 
expressed frustration with 
the number of non-island­
made goods and an inability 
to enforce the policy. 

In the words of one respon­
dent, "Why drag feet on giv­
ing people their 'walking 
orders'- and then follow up 
on recalcitrant ones?" 

PARC appointed two com­
missioners to meet with rep­
resentatives from the Market 
Advisory Group and PARC 
staff to discuss vendors' 
concerns about the selling 
of imported goods by non-

market vendors in Gasoline 
Alley parking stalls. 

PARC commissioners reaf­
firmed support for the mar­
ket's current policy requiring 
island-based not-for-profit 
organizations to be granted 
market space on a first -come 
first-served basis. 

"Why drag feet on 

giving people their 

'walking orders'-

and then follow up on 

recalcitrant ones?" 
SURVEY RESPONDENT 

The decision followed 
a request from Salt Spring 
Island Conservancy repre­
sentatives that the group be 
allowed to pay for stall space 
and obtain a guaranteed 
spot. 

Commissioners agreed 
allowing one non-profit orga­
nization to operate in such a 
way would set an undesired 
precedent since other groups 
could eventually follow the 
conservancy's lead. 

SAM ANDERSON 
APPLIANCE REPAIR 

Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service 
on all Makes and Models 

Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation 
*Sears Authorized Warranty Technician 

@il!ML£?~~ (Q 24 hour -7 day 
(i_j EMERGENCY SERVICE 

TEL: 537-5268 
FAX: 537-1100 

Authorized Warranty for 
AEG, ASKO, BOSCH, DCS, DACOR, DANBY, DIMPLEX, ELECTROLUX, FABER, 

FISHER PAYKEL, FRIGIDAIRE, GE, GAGGENEAU, HOTPOINT, INGLIS, KENMORE, 
KITCHEN AID, LG, MARVELLE, MAYTAG, MIELE, SUB ZERO, 

ULTRALINE, THERMADOR, VIKING, WEST KING, WHIRLPOOL, WOODS 

124 LAWNHILL DRIVE 

Letter to the editor? 
Press release? 

What's On 
calendar event? 

Send it to news@ 
gulfislands.net. 

You Who ••• ? 
Your name will be entered in a monthly 
draw for a return trip for one to Vancouver. 
Come to the SS Air office to enter, 
we are at: Grace Point Square 

the islAnders airline 

DiV1e.- ou+ 
SALT SPRING 

THREE COURSE MEALS 
with mouth-watering appetizers, 

delicious entrees and sinful desserts 
for just 

~I§ or ~'-? or ~.30 
You choose your favourites from our special menu. 

The 

Oyst~~~R~~sber 
537-5041 Reservations Recommended 
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Your local septic tank cleaner 
AlL ISLANDS 

ROB ROODENBURG 5 eft 1• c 
OWNER/OPERATOR 

Certified planner, installer, maintenance p ovider, inspector 
PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS (New Units) 

CALL 53 8 PUMP (7867) OR VISIT 
WWW.ALLISLANDSEPTIC.COM 
TANK CLEANING • LINE FLUSHING • HYDRO·VAC SERVICE 

Dr. Aida 5lanes 
CHIROPRACTOR 

will be resuming her practice 
e-ffective Januar~ 8, 2008. 

Please call tor an appointment. 

5J7-52jj orJ)J-8875 

~~WES~~=~~ 
HARDWOOD ~~~ 
Custom Flooring 
Specializing in custom Wide Plank 

Clear Douglas Fir 

• Brand name flooring available 
• Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock 

1-800-667-2275 
#5- 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC 

NEWSBEAT 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY 

NEW WHEELS: Emile Pellerin tests out his skating skills as he spends part of Boxing Day at the Kanaka Road Skate Park on 
his new Christmas skateboard. 

LAND CONSERVATION 

Trust Fund and the province 
complete oceanfront purchase 
Squitty Bay park 

quadruples in size 

The Ministry of Environ­
ment, Islands Trust Fund 
and Lasqueti Island Nature 
Conservancy recently 
announced completion of 
a long-desired 38.5-hect­
are (95-acre) oceanfront 
land purchase on Lasqueti 
Island. 

"A number of organiza­
tions partner with the Min­
istry of Environment to 
help us acquire additional 
lands for park purposes," 
said Environment Minis­
ter Barry Penner in a recent 
news release. "This year, 
with the help of the Islands 
Trust Fund and the Lasqueti 
Island Nature Conservancy, 
as well as the local commu­
nity, we are now in a posi­
tion to quadruple the size of 
a valuable provincial park." 

The ministry acquired 
the $1,518,000 property on 
November 15, 2007, thanks, 
in part, to $250,000 raised by 
the community. 

The Islands Trust Fund 

RAINFOREST APPEAL 

and the Lasqueti Island 
Nature Conservancy suc­
ceeded in raising the funds 
through contributions from 
individual donors and a 
number of conservation 
organizations, including the 
B.C. Trust for Public Lands, 
B.C. Marine Parks Forever 
Society, the Nature Trust of 
British Columbia and The 
Land Conservancy of British 
Columbia. 

"This successful fund­
raising campaign shines as 
an example of what can be 
done when a community 
pulls together to protect a 
special place," said Sheila 
Malcolmson, chair of the 
Islands Trust Fund board. 

"We extend our heartfelt 
thanks to all the donors who 
gave so generously to pro­
tect this spectacular Gulf 
Islands property." 

The B.C. government 
contributed $1.09 million 
towards the property acqui­
sition from the Ministry of 
Environment's Land Acqui­
sition Capital Account, and 
the property owners, Ingrid 
Iversen and Terry'!yler, gift-

ed land certified as an eco­
logical gift through Environ­
ment Canada's Ecological 
Gift Program in the amount 
of $178,000. 

Protecting the property 
will result in a four-fold 
increase in the size of Squit­
ty Bay Provincial Park, from 
13 hectares to more than 51 
hectares. 

The proposed addition 
would further protect the 
coastal Douglas fir biogeo­
climatic zone, including 
uncommon plant commu­
nities and foreshore habi­
tats. 

Only 4. 7 per cent of Las­
queti Island's land base is 
currently protected. 

"Conservation legacies 
begin with people who 
care," said Melinda Auer­
bach, a director of the Las­
queti Island Nature Conser­
vancy. "Ingrid Iversen and 
Terry Tyler had a dream that 
their piece of land could be 
protected forever. I hope 
their commitment to nature 
inspires others to do what 
they can to protect their 
lands." 

Deadline looms for creekside lot 
Final negotiations underway 

As the initial January 4 deadline approach­
es for the Save Salt Spring Rainforest Appeal, 
campaign organizer Maureen Moore said 
now is the time for people interested in the 
cause to step forward. 

"As you know, we are at a crucial time and 
heartfelt community support for the protec­
tion of the creekside rainforest has been 
increasing. Pledges are still being made and 
people are going on guided walks of the land 
each weekend," Moore said via e-mail. 

By the Driftwood's earlier-than-usual 
December 28 press time, The Land Conser­
vancy of B.C. (TLC) and Salt Spring's Eric 
Booth, a representative for the numbered 
company listed as the property's registered 
owner, were discussing a 60-dav extension 

of the purchase deadline, said Moore. 
The 7.8 hectare (19.5-acre) property is 

located on both sides of Cusheon Creek and 
contains a diverse array of plants, animals, 
birds and fish. 

With residential zoning, the land was des­
tined for subdivision into three sections 
before TLC stepped in to broker a deal with 
the property owners last fall. 

Both sides agreed if the campaign could 
raise $975,000 by January 4, the property 
would be sold to TLC and saved from devel­
opment. 

Prior to the holiday season the campaign 
had raised $200,000 for the purchase. 

For more information on the campaign 
or to make a pledge, contact Moore at 538-
1732 or visit www.savesaltspringrainforest. 
com. 



NEWSBEAT 
CENSUS 2006 

Census statistics reveal 
Salt Spring's diversity 
43 per cent of 

island residents 

born in B.C. 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAff 

Canadian census figures 
released last week revealed 
Salt Spring is not being left 
out when it comes to chang­
ing population trends in the 
country. 

Salt Spring, it turns out, 
is in the midst of experi­
encing the greatest influx 
of migrants from the Unit­
ed States since the 1960s, 
according to Census 2006 
figures released by Statistics 
Canada last week. 

Of the roughly 410 Salt 
Spring residents listed on 
the census as being born in 
the U.S., nearly 100 arrived 
between 2001 and·2006. 

Should that rate continue 
until the end of the decade, 
the anticipated number 
of U.S. immigrants to Salt 
Spring will soon surpass the 
110 U.S. citizens who arrived 
on the island between 1961 
and 1970. 

The average number of 
U.S. immigrants who came 
to the island in intervening 
decades hovered at around 
40people. 

"This is the highest num­
ber of U.S. immigrants since 
the Vietnam War," said Dick 
Grier, a U.S . ex-pat who 
moved to Salt Spring four 
years ago. "Personally, I got 
sick of seeing 55 per cent of 
my federal taxes go to the 
Pentagon." 

Grier said it will be inter­
esting to watch how the 
ongoing American political 
situation and slumping U.S. 
dollar will affect U.S. immi­
gration to Salt Spring and 
the rest of Canada during 
the decade's latter half. 

Despite the marked 
increase in U.S. immigrants, 
arrivals from the United 
Kingdom still retain a solid 
grasp on Salt Spring's ex-pat 
crown. 

Of the 2,315 people (24.2 
per cent of island residents) 
reportedly born outside of 
the country, 1,005 originat­
ed from England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland or Wales. 

The modest number of 
immigrants from Africa, 
South America and Asia 
makes other categories dif­
ficult to itemize. 

Of Salt Spring's Canadian­
born population, 42 per cent 
were born outside of the 
province of British Colum­
bia. Overall, 56.2 per cent of 
island residents were born 
outside of the province. 

Statistics do not indicate 
the number of dyed-in-the­
wool "islanders" who live 
among the island's more 
recent arrivals. 

Bob Rush, a long-time 
island resident and organiz­
er of the island's old-timers' 
reunion, expressed surprise 
at the number. 

Many of the old-timers 
who attended the reunion in 
August, he said, don't even 
live on the island any more. 

Young people move away 
to acquire an education and 
may or may not come back 

until they retire, he said. The 
n umber of retirees mov­
ing to the island from other 
parts of Canada in recent 
years, he added, may also 
account for the demograph­
ic shift. 

Of Salt Spring's 

Canadian-born 

population, 42 per 

cent were born 

outside of the 

province of British 

Columbia. 

The statistics fur-
ther reveal an increase in 
the percentage of people 
whose mother tongue is 
a non-official language 
(9.1 per cent) and a small 
jump in the number of 
people who speak a non­
official language at home 
(2.6 per cent). At the same 
time, more Salt Springers 
are learning to speak both 
official languages (13.1 per 
cent), six per cent higher 
than the provincial aver­
age. 

For more detailed Census 
2006 figures, visit Statistics 
Canada's website (www.stat­
can.ca). Salt Spring's figures 
are listed under the "Capital 
F" region. 

Where we were born ... 
(Statistics Canada data) • 400 Western Europe 
• 4,155 Province of B.C. • 170 Asia and Middle East 
• 3,040 Canada (outside B.C.) • 80 Eastern Europe 
• 1,005 United Kingdom • 50 Africa 
• 410 United States • 35Australia/Oceania 

ISLANDS TRUST 

Island-wide taxation concept 
raised by Salt Spring resident 
Trustee doubts it's feasible 

An idea to coordinate discussion between 
the island's taxation authorities may be a 
great idea, but it's a long way off, says Salt 
Spring trustee George Ehring~ 

"It would be good to put people in a deci­
sion-making capacity in a room together so 
that the library people knew what the fire 
district people were looking for and what the 
search and rescue department was looking 
for," Ehring said at the December 13 Local 
Trust Committee meeting at ArtSpring. 

"It would help break down the silos that 
people are operating in." 

Ehring was responding to a suggestion 
from Salt Spring resident Roger Middleton. 
He said tax requisitions on the island should 
be coordinated in light of increasing bud­
gets and the number of "big ticket" public 
expenditures on the horizon, including a 

new library and fire hall. 
"I think we do need desperately to put a 

committee in place that can address this," 
said Middleton in the meeting's town hall 
session. "True, it would have no authority in 
law, but it would have considerable moral 
authority and would certainly have all our 
residents' support," he said. 

But because so many local taxation 
authorities work in different jurisdictions, 
Ehring said, creating any type of island-wide 
taxation group would be more complicated 
than it appears. 

Gary Holman, the island's Capital Regional 
District director, said he and trustees Ehring 
and Peter Lamb are working to formalize 
their regular meetings with one another 
in hopes of creating a template for further 
dialogue. 

"That can be the core around which we 
can bring in other groups," Holman said. 

Letter to the editor? Press release? 
What's On calendar event? 

Send it to news@gulfislands.net. 

JslandsTrust 
NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE 

SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee regulates land use 
within the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Area. This Trust Area 
includes Salt Spring Island, Piers Island, Prevost Island, the 
Secretary Islands and Wallace Island. 

Local Trust Committee meetings are open to the public. Notice of 
these meetings will be posted on the bulletin board at the Islands 
Trust Office located at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, and will be 
advertised each month in a local newspaper. 

The scheduled meetings will be held on the first Thursday of each 
month at ArtSpring, at 100 Jackson Avenue, commencing af 1:00 PM 
and are listed as follows: 

January 10, February 7, March 6, April 3, May 1, 
June 5, July 3, August 7, September 4, October 2, 
November 6, and December 4, 2008. 

The proposed meeting agenda will be available 1 week prior to the 
meeting and may be obtained at the Islands Trust office, on our 
website, or by registering on our e-mail distribution list. 

Visit our website at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca 
Contact us at: (250) 537-9144 

Too much turkey .. . 
Too much tree .. . 

Too much mincemeat.. 

\ 

What a spree! 

Let's give ourselves the gift 
that will keep on giving 

MEMBERSHIP IN ISG 

'& -islanders for 
self-government 

For "or.e information visit us at www.islandgov.org or 
\ email us at info@islandgov.org 

Fill out the attac~ed form, mail it in or drop it off at one of our Island Business Supporters: 
Johnson's Shell Sef"ice, 106 Fulford-Ganges Rd. • North End Fitness, 102 McPhillips Ave. 

Island Star Video, 156C Fulford-Ganges Rd. • Paint Plus, 346 Lower Ganges Rd. 

r - - - \-,_ ----- -~- - ., 
\ JOIN ISG TODAY 

I NAME: 

I ADDRESS: 

I 
POSTAL CODE: 

I PHONE: 

I EMAIL: 
,, 

I Membership Fee $20.00. Please make cheques payable to Islanders for 
Self-Government 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

h I Mail this form with payment to: 

1 Islanders for Self-Government, 
Box 827, Salt Spring Island, B.C. VSK 2W3 

I Or drop off at one of our island business supporters listed above. I 

L--------~--- - .. 



8 I WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2008 I GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

EDITORIAL 

Smooth 
rides 

ince the holiday sea­
son is lingering for a 
few more days, it seems 
appropriate to reflect 

further on the events of 2007. 
One story that belongs in the "thumbs-up" 

category is the smooth ride taken by Salt Spririg 
Island's new bus system. It zoomed from counter­
petition to reality in a mere seven months' time. 
That doesn't mean rough riding won't be encoun­
tered for one reason or another after the system 
is up and running, but it's been refreshing to see a 
new initiative start quickly and without unpleas­
ant surprises popping up along the way. That's 
definitely not the traditional island experience. 

Something that may become a bus-related 
issue, however, is the state of island road shoul­
ders. B.C. Transit and bus operator Ineke DeJong 
have scoped out spots that optimize safety when 
the bus pulls over, but contemplating how a bus 
and passengers will be \lCCommodated on those 

THE ISSUE: 
Road safety 

WE SAY: 
State of road 
shoulders a 
concern 

shoulders reminds us that 
a long-term vision for 
dealing with road safety · 
issues is something Salt 
Spring needs. 

Receiving many miles 
of new pavement via Min­
istry of Transportation 
(MOT) funds was a wel-
come dividend received 
from the province for 
our property tax dollars 
in2007. But we wonder 

where MOT went when it came to applying decent 
standards to a privately undertaken repaving proj­
ect that could have improved a stretch of well-used 
Fulford-Ganges Road but made it more hazardous 
to pedestrians, cyclists and drivers instead. 

Part of Ganges hill was tom up last year ostensibly 
to connect the Bishop's Green development to ser­
vices. Long after the work was done the strip received 
a third-world-class paving job that appeared a tem­
porary stop-gap at best. We hope that it in fact proves 
an interim measure and that MOT will agree it's not a 
safe or proper roadside for a high traffic area. 

While we're complaining about Ganges hill, 
we also hope the North Salt Spring Waterworks 
District can finally put a permanent plug in the 
geysers ,spewing from the top and bottom of the 
Embe Bakery part of the hill. 

Once islanders become aware they have a new 
transportation commission - the Capital Regional 
District-led volunteer body responsible for over­
seeing the bus system implementation (in con­
junction with B.C. Transit) -the complaints and 
suggestions may come fast and furious. 

In the meantime, we'll see you at the all-positive 
bus launch party at Meaden Hall on January 7. 

Special Section Award, Aqua, GOLD 
Best Tourism and Recreation Guide Award, The Gulf islander, SILVER 

Best Website Design Award, www.gulfislands.net, SILVER 
Ma Murray Community Service Award, Breaking the Family Violence Circle, BRONZE 

2007 British Columbia Yukon Community Newspaper Association Awards 

Best Special Section, Aqua, GOLD· Best Christmas Edition, Aqua, GOLD· Best Ad Design, Pegasus Gallery, GOLD 
Best ln·house Ad Campaign, TGIF Launch, GOLD· Best Business Writing Award, Aqua, SILVER 

Best All Round Newspaper, Gulf islands Driftwood, BRONZE· Best Feature Series, Galiano Fire, BRONZE 
2007 Canadian Community Newspaper Association Awards 

MOVE ALONG 
MOVE ALONG 

Ten green resolutions offered 
BY BARRY PENNER temperature more efficiently. 

As B.C. environment minister, I encourage all 
British Columbians to "think green" when making 
their New Year's resolutions for 2008. 

VIEWPOINT 5. Use compact fluorescent light bulbs and, 
if possible, switch to Energy Star appliances, 

such as high-efficiency, front -loading washers and dryers. 
The following are 10 simple "green" resolutions you may 

want to include on your list this year. They are 
6. Choose locally grown, organic foods. Organic growers rely 

little on fossil-fuel-based pesticides and fertil­
all relatively easy to fulfill, may save you money, 
and will help British Columbia in the fight against The Greenhouse Gas 
climate change: 

1. Drive less. ' 
Make a point of using public transportation, 

walking, carpooling or biking to work or school 
at least once a week. If you must drive, consider 
grouping your errands into as few trips as pos­
sible. 

Reduction Targets 

Act ••• puts into law 

2. If you're buying a new car, consider switching the most aggres­
to a newer, fuel-efficient model or- even better 
-to a hybrid or alternative-fuel vehicle. 

You may even be eligible for provincial sales tax SiVe greenhOUSe gas 
and motor fuel tax reductions. 

3. Take advantage of modern technology at 
work: avoid excessive paper use (i.e. read docu- reduction targets in 
ments on your computer screen whenever pos-

izers, and consuming local foods significantly 
reduces emissions associated with shipping. 

7. Tum off the lights in empty rooms and, 
instead of leaving your computer and other 
appliances on 'stand-by,' tum them off com­
pletely at the end of the day or when they are 
not in use. 

8. Reduce waste, reuse containers and "dis­
posable" products (for example, wash and 
reuse plastic cutlery), and recycle. 

9. Switch to a low-flow showerhead in your 
bathroom. 

10. Compost kitchen waste. 
In November, the B.C. government intro­

duced the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets 
Act, which puts into law the most aggressive 
greenhouse gas reduction targets in North 
America. sible instead of printing them, and if you must North Amerl·ca. 

use the printer, print on both sides of a sheet of The act sets British Columbia's target of 
reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 
at least 33 per cent below 2007levels by 2020, 

and was passed unanimously by the legislature. 

paper), and stay clear from unnecessary traveling 
by using video-conferencing, web-conferencing 
or conference calling whenever possible. 

4. At home, caulk and weather-strip doors and windows to 
prevent heat from escaping. 

Consider installing a programmable thermostat to regulate 
The writer is the provincial government's environment min­

ister. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

THIS WEEK'S QUESTION: 

Willyouridethebus? DYes 0No 

LAST WEEK'S QUESTION: 

Are New Year's 
resolutions overrated? 

18 

3 

I Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislands.net before Monday at midnight or clip this box 
and drop it at our office before Monday at 4:30p.m. NO YES 
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Island Voices 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 

"In baseball, you can't give up. Players who miss the ball seven 
out of 10 times can still make the Hall of Fame:' 

CARTER BELL, SHORTSTOP, CANADIAN JUNIOR NATIONAL TEAM 

SALT SPRING SAYS 
We asked: What are you doing to keep fit this winter? 

GLEN WILLETT JOAN TAYLOR ALAN MOBERG LIANNE FIDLER 
I walk five miles a day 
delivering the mail. 

OSCAR HANSON 
It's hard. I'm hoping to get 
involved with the swimmin! 
pool when it opens. 

I try to walk and ski as much 
as I can. 

I walk as much as possible, 
That's what I'm doing right 
now. 

I keep working. I garden and 
keep things clean during the 
day and try to do some sit ups 
and push ups at home in the 
evening. 

Letters to the editor 
Environment 
election 

No Canadian election has 
ever been fought over the 
environment. The environ­
ment and health care have 
been political files that the 
Canadian public assume 
will be responsibly man­
aged by the government-of­
the-day. 

Accordingly, few politi­
cal parties have been dumb 
enough to present views 
on health and the environ­
ment that can be effectively 
attacked during an election. 
That is until now. 

Last summer, Mr. Harper 
prorogued Parliament to 
derail Bill C-78, the pro­
posed Canadian Environ­
mental Assessment Act, 

, that would have enhanced 
climate protection in Can­
ada. 

Then taking Mr. Harper's 
views international, Envi­
ronment Minister John 
Baird went to the world cli­
mate conference in Bali and 

publicly worked to derail 
agreements for absolute 
worldwide greenhouse gas 
emissions caps, and he suc­
ceeded. 

At the same time, the 
Harper government put 
both health care and the 
environment at risk by mis­
managing the Chalk River 
medical isotope facility. 

The Minister of Natu­
ral Resources, Gary Lunn, 
failed to act when it became 
known that the facility Was 
running without adequate 
nuclear safeguards. No 
attempt was made to either 
make alternative arrange­
ments fm; medical isotopes 
or to immediately fix the 
nuclear facility. 

Evidently, Harper's gov­
ernment is actively working 
against environment pro­
tection and ignoring health­
care. 

His cabinet's blatant 
capriciousness led to a med­
ical crisis and an environ­
mental-health risk from a 
nuclear facility and embar­
rassment on the interna-

tional stage. 
Nevertheless, Mr. Harper 

and his ministers continue 
mouthing concern. For the 
environment they point to 
money for new parks, for 
health a new computer sys­
tem- both promised but as 
yet undelivered. 

Positive actions taken 
consist of giving new 
names to a few restarted 
programs that they initially 
cancelled. 

The result may be that the 
upcoming federal election 
is the first general election 
in which the environment­
health file is prominently 
debated and affects the out­
come. 
EUGENE PARKS, 
VICTORIA 

Natural state 
This is a reminder that 

fast action is needed on 
funds for saving the Creek­
side rainforest land. 

This is a unique natural 
area on our island. 

Having walked or jogged 
every inch of Salt Spring 

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication. 
Read and reply to Driftwood letters online at www.gulfislands.net/blogs/blog. letters 

roads and lanes, and walked 
most of the trails, I consider 
this valley of Cusheon Creek 
to be our most stunning 
piece of natural habitat. 

A wild creek rushing over 
old fallen logs, deep wet 
valley walls with masses of 
green ferns, and a full cover 
of trees, some giant and 
some covered in moss and 
licorice ferns. The valley is 
still largely in a natural state 
and as a biologist I'd say it 
should stay that way. 

Tax-deductible pledges 
are needed, big or small; 
contact Maureen Moore at 
538-1732. 
JOHN SPRAGUE, 
SALT SPRING 

Bum policy 
I was shocked when I vis­

ited the renowned environ­
mentally friendly B.C. desti­
nation of Salt Spring Island 
in December. 

While there, we witnessed 
an assault of black smoke 
and large ash flakes flying 
on ·to the soccer pitch with 
two youth teams and on the 

fans on the sidelines. 
It is beyond me how they 

can continue to burn dan­
gerous substances in the 
vicinity of a high school and 
sports field. 

I would like to encourage 
and support the people of 
Salt Spring to take on this 
task. 

Maybe a temporary mea­
sure could be put into effect, 
such as a "burn at night only 
policy," if only to protect 
the youth attending such a 
beautiful facility during the 
week and weekends. 

Maybe "taking care of 
business" Randy Bachman 
could look into it before he 
worries about what is going 
on, on Vancouver Island. 
HOLLY RIDOUT, 
VICTORIA 

War 
Peace we talk about 
But War is a constant 
Fact, that each year 
We live, or die with. 
Born to a world 
Where each birthday 
Marks the anniversary 

Of one war after another. 
We hope for, 
Pray for 
Wish for just even 
One generation to 
Survive with no casualties 
From the carnage 
Of a system 
That views war 
As profit, pure and 
simple. 
Harvested over countless 
Millions of lives 
Who pay the price 
Profit demands as 
One hundred years 
means 
One hundred and 50 
million 
Lives sacrificed to Capital. 
Now we the people 
Are those who perish. 
Now we too must decide 
Who benefits from 
Our loss 
Time for change 
Not for worse 
But for the better. 

R. G. O'NEILL, 
VICTORIA AND 
SALT SPRING 

MORE LETTERS continued on 10 

Tis the season to practise the fine art of tthe return' 
belt status in the art of the 
return. And she comes by it 
honestly. 

Buy and Circuit City are charg­
ing up to 20 per cent restock­
ing fees for open boxes. Cost-

So how do Salt Spring retailers stack up? My friend Nancy returned a purse the 
other day - a great purse, with a pass­
port pocket and a little pouch for a water 
bottle. 

Sadly, the zipper on this great purse 
broke. My friend Nancy marched right 
down to the department store, without a 
receipt, to have it replaced or repaired. The 
clerk couldn't recall carrying the purse in 
their inventory ... ever . . . but neverthe­
less smiled graciously and sent it out for 
repair. It was returned three days later, 
good as _new. Not an unusual story, unless 
you consider that the purse was eight years 
old when she returned it, without a receipt, 
to a store where they had no recollection of 
stocking the item. 

The past 10 years have 
seen a major shift in return 
policies, particularly 
among the giant retailers. 

Peter co, famous for its "we'll take it 
back, no matter what" slogan, 
is now limiting electronics to a 

Personally, I love Mouat's Hardware. I don't 
know how many times I have gone in there 
sheepishly handing over mis-sized plumb­
ing parts or a mismatched toilet seat, with­
out a receipt, without an argument. They 
are reasonable and obliging without being 
stupid about it. 

What madness is this? Have retailers -
fawning, genuflecting, kow-towing retail­
ers - gone over the top? The Chinese, who 
know a thing or two about the art of the 
deal, think we're nuts. I am not sure how you 
say "caveat emptor" in Beijing, but given the 
human .propensity to take advantage of a 
fellow human's good nature, they may be on 
the right track. Recent North American esti­
mates report that 10 per cent of all returns 
are either stolen or misrepresented. 

Now my friend Nancy is no criminal. In 
fact, she is one of the most honest people 
I know. But she has easily attained black 

Vincent 

The rule of thumb has 
been that if you piss off one 
customer, you eventually 

90-day return. 

HEADTOHEAD Many retailers now have 
information embedded in the 
bar code. For example, Ama-

will piss off 78 customers, 
as that one customer circulates his or her 
unhappy experience throughout his or her 
circle of friends. The bottom line? It's better 
just to swallow your pride and pony up the 
refund than lose 78 customers. 

After 10 years of obsequious customer 
satisfaction, fast-and-loose return policies 
have become woven into the retail DNA. 
Customers now expect no-holds-barred 
refunds all the time, regardless of how badly 
abused or how outlandish the reason for the 
return. But times are changing, and many 
of the big retailers are saying "Enough is 
enough." 

While many of the majors are extending 
store hours to accommodate the hordes 
cashing in their gift cards (nothing says "I 
love you" like a WalMart gift card) these 
same stores are toughening up return poli­
cies. Consumer electronics stores like Best 

zon.com tracks the books you 
order, and periodically sends email sug­
gesting other titles that may interest you. 
On the darker side, many track your pur­
chase return habits. If you return something 
claiming it was a gift, they can simply scan 
the bar code, and it will tell them if and 
when the item was bought from their store 
and how much was paid for it. These days, 
be very, very careful, or risk an embarrassing 
exchange with the store manager. 

Still others are tracking "serial return­
ers," those that make a hobby out of buying 
and returning stuff. There is a company 
called "The Return Exchange" that compiles 
return information from many national 
retailers, much the same as a credit report­
ing agency. Five returns in 90 days may be 
enough to land you on the "serial returner" 
list, making it a nightmare to return any­
thing, anywhere. 

But it's tough for small Salt Spring retail­
ers without deep pockets to bear the brunt 
of a lot of returns. Many of the poor souls 
at Mahon Hall or the other Christmas craft 
fairs depend on this seasonal business to 
see them through to the return of the tour­
ist. A returned quilt or carving can make a 
huge difference. My advice? Shop local, and 
if you don't like it, regift it for next year. 

This year's hands-down Ebenezer Scrooge 
Award goes to a local outlet of a chain store 
that reportedly would not honour its own 
national Christmas sale flyer prices. It's 
enough to make Tiny Tim roll over in his 
grave. 

As for my friend . Nancy with her newly 
repaired purse, she sleeps the sleep of the 
innocent. The retailer is down one zip­
per, but has a customer for life. Not a bad 
exchange. 

petevinc@telus.net 
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Martinis! $5 
,, ': · · B2 Lowfr GanqfS Road, Salt Spring Island 517-9339 

in this amazing community who have 
rallied around us and have supported 
us (and continue to do so) in so many 
different ways! We will never be able to 
express how much we appreciate your 
acts and words of kindness -

THANK YOU! 

....,Josip "Joe", Tatjana, Nina and Vedran Budimcic 

About to list your 
house for sale? 

Times have changed and so have the real estate companies and 
their business models. 

Today's buyers use the lntemet to search for their new home. 
Primarily they use the Multiple Listing Service web site mls.ca.This 
has empowered the buyers and put them in the driver's seat. 

One Percent Realty is a company that has a very simple 
business model: low overhead and low fees charged to their agents. 
The low overhead is passed on to consumers in the way of low 
commissions. The sellers still get full MLS® listings, signs, open houses, 
local advertising, lock boxes, etc ... 

Compare commissions charged. One Percent charges a 
commission of $5000 plus a $800 disbursement fee +gst for houses 
up to $500,000. For houses over $500,000 it is I% plus the $800 
disbursement fee +gst. The commission is shared between the 
buying and or selling REALTORS®. 

. · This is an example. There are no standard commissions. All real 
estate companies are free to set their own rate.lf an agent charges 
7% on the first $100,000 and 3% on the balance for selling a 
$500,000 home the commission would be $19,000 +gst = $20, 140. 
If you listed with One Percent Realty the commission would be 
$5,800 + gst = $6,148. The savings would be $13,992.Think 
of the savings like this. If you eam $25 per hour·it would take a 
staggering 559.68 hours - more than 3 months of work to make 
that much. 

The big myth "If I list with One Percent the other agents won't 
show my house". The reality is other REALTORS® on Satt Spring 
do show my listings. Overall 70% of One Percent listings are sold 
by other agents. The first listing sold by One Percent on Salt Spring 
was sold through another agent working for another brokerage. 
The buyers see what they want to see. Buyers have access to all the 
MLS® listings. _ 

Scott Simmons is proud to be the Satt Spring REALTOR® for 
One Percent Realty Vancouver Island. 

If you would like to talk to me about sell ing your Satt Spring 
house call me direct at 538-8316, and let's work out a plan of 
action. Let me show you my existing intemet marketing system that 
enhances the MLS. 

Scott Simmons @ 250-538-8316 
saltspring@yahoo.com 

www.escapetosaltspring.com 

Salt Spring agent for 

One Percent Realty Vancouver Island 

MORE LETTERS 
continued from 9 

Balanced 
community 

Bhutto no saviour ofPaldstan, 
but assassination entrenches 

This is not a letter for or 
against incorporation. 

a feudal political system 
It is about communicat­

ing. 
Could we get a dialogue 

going on how we can make 
our island a balanced com­
munitywhere we all have an 
affordable place we can call 
home? 

How can young families 
afford the rents or the cost of 
buying a house in the pres­
ent market? 

It must be possible for 
all of us to work together 
to make some of the pro­
posed housing solutions a 
reality. 
MARG SIMONS, 
FULFORD 

Roger Bruce 
Investment Advisor 
HSBC Securities (Canada) Inc. 

TOLL FREE 
1-877-715-4722 

roger_bruce@hsbc.ca 

NOW OPEN IN 
DUNCAN 

HSBCID 
HSBC Securities 

Issued by HSBC Securities 
(Canada) Inc. Member CIPF. 

BY GWYNNE DYER 
Benazir Bhutto did five 

years of hard time in prison, 
much of it in solitary con­
finement, after her father, 
Prime Minister Zulfi.K.ar Ali 
Bhutto, was overthrown 
and hanged by the worst of 
Pakistan's military dictators, 
General Muhammad Zia-ul­
Haq. 

But she was a woman who 
liked her privileges and her 
luxuries, and she was never 
a very effective politician. 

I got to know Benazir 
Bhutto a bit in the mid­
i970s, when she had fin­
ished her degree at Harvard 
and was doing graduate 
work at Oxford University. 
She actually spent much 
of her time in London, in a 
grand flat she kept just off 
Hyde Park. 

If you knew a lot of people 
in town who took an inter­
est in Middle Eastern and 
subcontinental affairs (I had 
been studying at the School 
of Oriental and African 
Studies) , and you weren't 
too old or too boring, you 
were likely to end up at her 
flat once in a while, at what 
some would call a salon but 
I would call a party. 

A fairly decorous party 
as those things went in '70s 
London, to be sure, with 
everybody showing off their 
sophisticated knowledge 
of the region's politics and 
nobody getting out of hand, 
but definitely a party. 

The hostess was well 
informed and quite clev­
er, and she obviously had 

Dr. Crichton's office 
is moving! 

The clinic is moving to 
111 Corbett Road 

(close to the hospital) 

We will therefore be closed 
. on Friday, December 28 

in order to get everything in place 

We will re-open 
in our new office on 

MONDAY 
DECEMBER 31, 2007 

IN DEPTH 
money coming out of her 
ears. We knew her dad had 
been prime minister of Paki­
stan before Zia overthrew 
him, of course, but she was 
neither a serious scholar nor 
a budding politician. 

She seemed more Ameri­
can than Pakistani in her 
style and attitudes , but 
beneath the Radcliffe and 
Harvard veneer she also 
seemed like thousands of 
other young upper-class 
women from Pakistan and 
India who were floating 
around London at the time. 
They called one another by 
girlish nicknames like "Bub­
bles," they didn't take any­
thing very seriously (includ­
ing their studies), and they 
seemed destined for a life of 
idle privilege. 

Then Benazir Bhutto went 
back to Pakistan in 1977, 
just about the time that Zia 
had her father sentenced 
to death in a rigged trial. 
He was hanged in 1979, 
and Benazir was thrown 
into jail for five years. But 
when she came out after Zia 
died, she was already the 
head of the party her father 
had founded, the Pakistan 
People's Party, and by 1988 
she was prime minister. She 
wasonly35. 

She was prime minister 
twice, from 1988-90 and 
1993-96, and was removed 
from power both times on 
corruption charges. The 
charges have never been 
proved in court, .but the 
evidence of kickbacks and 
commissions, especiqlly to 
her husband Asif Zardari, 
whom she foolishly made 
investment minister, is 
pretty overwhelming. But 
that was not the real prob­
lem. 

The problem was that 
she never seemed to have 
any goal in politics, apart 
from vindicating her father 
by leading his party back to 
power. 

At the start she was hugely 
popular, but she wasted her 
opportunity to make real 
changes in Pakistan because 
she had no notion (beyond 
the usual rhetoric) of what 
a better Pakistan would 
look like. Pakistan is already 
pretty good for her sort of 
people, so it should not 
surprise us that there was 
almost nothing to show for 
her years in office. 

If she had become prime 
minister again, which was a 
quite likely outcome of the 
current crisis, there is no 
reason to believe that she 
would have done any better 
this time. Her assassination 

just makes it harder to solve 
the crisis at all. 

Benazir Bhutto's party, the 
PPP, has no alternative lead­
er with national visibility. 
The other major opposition 
party leader, Nawaz Sharif, 
is equally compromised by 
his past failures, and is cur­
rently planning to boycott 
the elections scheduled for 
January8. 

Ex-general Pervez Mush­
arraf, who had himself "re­
elected" president in Octo­
ber and imposed emergency 
rule in order to dismiss the 
supreme court judges who 
would have ruled his "elec­
tion" illegal, is totally dis -

The most probable 

outcome is a new 

period of military 

rule under a different 

ruler, simply for lack 

of a good al~ernative. 

credited and unlikely to last 
much longer. 

The most probable out­
come is a new period of 
military rule under a differ­
ent ruler, simply for lack of a 
good alternative. It is pathet­
ic that a country the size of 
Pakistan should have so few 
inspiring or even promising 
candidates for high political 
office. 

The vast majority of Paki­
stan's politicians, and of the 
people who run pretty well 
everything else in the coun­
try apart from the armed 
forces, are drawn from the 
three or four per cent of the 
population who constitute 
the country's traditional 
elite. It is a very shallow pool 
of talent, made up of people 
who have a big stake in the 
status quo and a huge sense 
of entitlement. 

Look east to India, west 
to Iran, or north to China, 
and by comparison Paki­
stan's political demography 
is absolutely feudal. So long 
as that remains the case, it 
is absurd to imagine that 
democracy will solve Paki­
stan's problems. I admired 
Benazir Bhutto's courage 
and I am very sorry that she 
was killed, but she could 
never have been Pakistan's 
saviour. 

Gwynne Dyer is a London­
based independent journal­
ist whose articles are pub­
lished in 45 countries. 

5 A 5 
Friendly 

I D N EY UTO ALES ~~r~e~1!~.~ ~i~~v~~ ••• so close to great savings! 

2007 TOYOTA COROLLA 
17k ......................... ........... $15,995 

NEW STOCK 
2003 PONllAC MONTANA, 46k ..................................................... $10,995 
2007 CHEVROLET COBALT, 1Bk ................................................... $11,995 
2007 CHEV CARGO EXTENDED VAN ........................................... $26,995 
2006 FORD TAURUS, loaded .......................................................... $10,995 
2004 FORD FOCUS WAGON, loaded ............................................. $10,995 
2004 TOYOTA ECHO, 51k ................................................................ $10,995 
2002 CHEV CAVALIER, 5011 .............................................................. $7,995 

CASH FOR CARS! car buyer on duty 
Phone: 655-0611 Fax: 655-0612 

2007 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
loaded, stowed seats, only 19k ..... $19,995 

2007 CHEV 1/2 TON CREW CAB 4X4 
12k ..................................... $29,995 
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PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY 

OUT AND ABOUT: Delphine Pellerin rides her scooter 
near the skate park on Boxing Day. 

Qlk@ina/QT~ 
Experienced Job Site Clean Up 

Commercial & Residential 

WCB/BONDABLE 

''Putting the Final Touch on 
your Hard Work" 

GANGES. SALT SPRING ISLAND 
250-537-5551 

6WWIN16R 
-pleAse ~ beet~~ 

JANIAAR.Y 2, 2oog 
t \ 
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RANTS and Roses 
Rants 

A broken-down sleigh 
full of soggy, old and thorny 
roses to the bad boy or girl 
who hit and dented our car 
on Friday, December 21 in 
the ArtSpring lower parking 
lot. We were enjoying a lovely 
night of community carol 
singing, when unknowingly 
to us, our red Yaris was hit by 
a light-coloured sedan. May 
you receive nothing but coal 
and Karma for Christmas. 
S&MWeisner 

Roses 
May we take this opportu­

nity to express our gratitude 
to all those people and busi­
nesses who helped so much 
to make Santa's Workshop 
a success again this year. To 
the businesses which put out 
boxes in which the toys were 
collected, to the people who 
filled the boxes and to those 
people who helped distribute 
the toys, we say a big "thank 
you." Because of your kind­
ness a number of children 
had a happier Christmas than 
they might have had. Judy 
Willett and Bob Appleton 

A bunch of roses to the 
mysterious elves - M&C 
- who left me a year's sup­
ply of egg boxes plus a pair of 
leather shoe laces! 

A bountiful armload of 
festive holiday roses to Dan 
Miller of the Freehold Society 
and to Brother Francis and to 
all the volunteers who made 
the Yuletide festivities warm 
and bright on the longest 
night of the year. You bring 
hope in dark times. JL 

We would like to thank 
the hospital auxiliary for the 
wonderful lunch and for all 
the things they do for us dur­
ing the year. From tea ladies 
to TVs, you make our days 
brighter. Thank you, Valdy 

and Kathleen for the music 
and the singing. Thank you 
staff members for helping to 
make the day possible. And 
thank you family and friends 
for sharing this season with 
us in our home. Jen and the 
residents of ECU 

Roses to Bevan. Your 
inventive skill has given us a 
great lift. Your effort is much 
appreciated. Thank you. 
Marion and Gordon 

I'd like to send a rose to 
whomever reported my 
friend and our daughters 
for their behaviour on the 
ferry a few weeks ago. Not 
that I think they needed to 
be stopped by the police, but 
I've had such fun telling and 
retelling the story, it's added 
a whole new level of joy to 
my season. Yes, the girls are 
goofy- but that was a can of 
green tea- not beer! 

The Bantel and Spencer 
families would like to thank 
the firemen, paramedics, 
RCMP, Colter and Dr. Barclay, 
and nurses Gail and Jill for 
helping our sons on Thurs­
day, December 20 after their 
accident on Stark Road. We 
are counting our blessings. 
You are all in our hearts. 

Dozens of beautiful sweet­
smelling roses to the kind, 
honest person who found 
my small navy blue zippered 
purse in a Thrifty grocery cart 
on the afternoon of Friday, 
December 21 and turned it 
into Thrifty's. I was devastat­
ed on realizing my loss and 
can't thank the anonymous 
angel enough and will be 
eternally grateful. Pat H. 

A heartfelt thank you to 
Randy of Green Acres Resort 
for the (beautiful!) emergen­
cy lodging of stranded dam­
sels in semi-distress. Aanya 
and Susan 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
I 

Frederic Lizotte, CGA & 
Catherine W. Mclean, CGA 

of 

Bam,, Wv;~ ar.d Sack ~1\C. 
CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS 

are excited to announce 

PAULA M. WHEADON, CGA 
will join them in a new 

partnership operating as: 

!MLW 
•U~n ... McLEAN. 

-­
LIZOTTE. 

WHEADON 
ANOCOI>tPANV 

v Certi/iiJ G~n•rul Acoout~lants 

We will continue to offer a range 
of professional services including: 

• Personal Income Tax • Corporate Income Tax 
• Canadian Taxation for Non Residents 

• Non-Profit Organizations 
·Estates & Family Trusts· Tax Planning 

• Elder-Care Accounting Services 
• Buying/Selling/Starting a Business 

• Monthly/Quarterly or Annual Bookkeeping 
• Setup & Support for Simply Accounting, 

Quickbook & MYOB 

250.537.9742 
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ICBC CLAIMS -
PERSONAL INJURY 

• 25 years successfully representing injured persons 
• NO FEE until you collect 

• Free confidential consultation 

PAUL B. JOYCE 
Barrister & Solicitor 

(250) 537-4413 (24 hours) 

•COCKTAILS 
• BREAKFAST • SUNDAY BRUNCH • 

• LUNCH • DINNER • 
Kitchen open until 1 0 pm •.• always! 

"See 'f(;)(;r af -rl1e Inn ! 8 

BZ Low(lr GanCJ(lS Road, Salt Sprinqlsland S37-9l39 

0 mandala PREFABRICATED ROUND HOMES 
c u , , o " " o " , , un1que des1gns • healthy • sustmnable 

1-866-352-5503 • 250-352-5582 
www. man do I a homes. com 

''THE LOCAL'' 
locally owned, locally operated 

~ake 2008 your 
year to enjoy the 

great wine~ of BC! 
We have an excellent ~election! 

... and in TH£ LOCAL PUB rrrrWifl.~~nl~ritrrlrssto 

~, ~tJJVJ.IJ 
NTN Buzztime! 

Wireless Interactive Gaming! 
Texas Hold'em • Black Jack • NASCAR • Trivia 

LIVE @ THE LOCAL 
Saturday, Jan. 5th @ 8 pm .... SOULSHAKEDOWN 

#108-149 Fulford-Ganges Road 
Open 9 AM - 11 PM Daily 

537-9463 store I 537-9485 bar 
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NEWSBEAT 

A peek at the pool 
PHOTOS BY DERRICK LUNDY 

Parks and Recreation Commission operations manager Dave Gibbon shows off part of the massive mechanical system in the 
Rainbow Road pool's basement. The $6.3-million facility should officially open in February. 

Above left: one of the changerooms with shower area at the end. Above right: main entrance and reception area. 

Meet your 
New Transit System! 

Beginning Monday, January 7, Salt Spring Island residents will have a 
brand new transit system and more travel choices. 

1 Ganges: serves Ganges, hospital and seniors areas, high school 
and the new recreation centre. 

2 Fulford Harbour: From Ganges to Fulford. 

3 Vesuvius: From Ganges to Vesuvius. 

4 Long Harbour: Ganges to Long Harbour. 

Salt Spring Transit Celebration Event 
JOIN US FOR THE LAUNCH 

Monday, January 7 
11 :30 - 1 :OOpm 
Meaden Hall, Legion, 120 Blain Road 

'FA.RES 
Adult/Senior/Student 
Child (under 5 years) 
Tickets (sheets of 1 0) 

Monthly Passes: 
Adult 
Student/Senior** 
** Full-time students to Grade 12 

$2.00 
FREE 
$15.00 

$50.00 
$40.00 

upon presentation of valid Student ID and 
Seniors 65 and older with valid ID 

This side of the building faces Rainbow Road. Glass doors at 
right in photo can be opened onto a patio area during sum­
mer months. The hot tub is situated in the area at left. 

Corridor down to the three change rooms. There's one each 
for men, women and families. 

~ 
VAN C 0 U V E R..J.a lA N D 

healthth -:---t au or1 y 

General Board meeting 
& Open House 

VVednesda~Jan.30,2008 

The Vancouver Island Health Authority Board of Directors is holding 
its regular General Board meeting: 

Wednesday, Jan. 30th at 1 :45 pm 
Lounge, Social Centre, Beban Park 

2300 Bowen Road, Nanaimo, BC 
In addition to conducting its regular business, there will be a 
limited amount of time set-aside during the meeting for scheduled 
presentations from the public and to respond to questions submitted 
in advance of the meeting. 

Presentation Guidelines: 
A written request is required to make a presentation to the Board. 
Requests should include the general nature and viewpoint of the 
presentation and groups/organizations must identify one individual 
as the spokesperson. Presentations will be limited to a maximum 
of 1 0 minutes. 

Questions for the Board: 
Questions must be submitted in advance of the meeting to allow 
for a formal response, which will be distributed in writing at the 
meeting and posted to our website following the meeting. 

Note: Should the number of applications exceed the time available 
at the meeting it may not be possible to schedule all presentations. 
You will be contacted to confirm whether or not you have been 
selected to make a presentation. 

Presentations will not be accepted without prior arrangement 
and questions from the floor will not be addressed. There will be 
an opportunity to informally ask questions following the meeting 
during the Open House. 

Written questions or requests for presentations to the VIHA Board 
must be submitted before 4:00 pm on Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2008 by 
fax to (250) 370-8750 or by email to janet.shute@viha.ca or by mail 
to: Vancouver Island Health Authority, Executive Office, 1952 Bay 
Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1 J8 

Open House Immediately Following the 
General Board Meeting - Approx. 3:30 pm 

Following the General Board meeting there will be an Open House 
to allow for a general exchange of thoughts, suggestions and 
concerns between the VIHA Board and senior management staff 
and the general public. 

-
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Let 20 Years on Salt Spring Work For You! 

John Cade (250) 537·7547 ROYAL=~ 
Your MLS Listing Realtor SALT SPRI:::_'; 

TOLL FREE: 1-888-537-5515 

FOX·KCPQ ABC·KOMO NBC·KING PBS·KCTS NewsWorld CBS·KIRO YTV Sportsnet 
15 16 18 19 20 21 22 23 
290 288 287 291 502 289 552 407 
382 380 379 383 390 381 543 419 

Driftwood Letters Online 
http://www .g u lfisla nds.net/blogs/blog_letters/ 
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PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY 

ART FORM: Salt Spring dancers spent a few recent afternoons workshopping an original dance piece in the ArtSpring lobby 
with visiting pro Danny McCusker. Stay tuned for spring performance details. 

JAZZ MUSIC 

El Zocalo puts jazz stamp on Saturdays 
Ganges nightlife 

expands 

Island music lovers have 
a new entertainment option 
as El Zocalo Cafe kicks off its 
Saturday Night Dinner Jazz 
series on Saturday, January 
5. 

Performing first in the 
new venue from 7-10 p.m. 
is the Monik Nordine Quar­
tet, featuring Salt Spring 
and Vancouver Island musi­
cians. 

Joining saxophone player 

CULTURAL GROUPS 

Nordine is guitarist Lloyd 
English, bass player Ian Van 
Wyck and Kelby MacNayr 
on drums. 

Derrick Milton, who for 
the past four months has 
owned the cafe with his 
brother-in-law Chris Roth­
well, said Saturday night jazz 
was introduced to diversify 
entertainment choices on 
the island .. 

Next week (January 12) 
sees the highly recommend­
ed Night Shade Trio visiting 
from Duncan. 

On January 19, the Flora 

Scott Trio, with Laurent 
Boucher on drums and Van 
Wyck on bass, will perform. 

The January 26 gig fea­
tures English, Boucher and 
VanWyck joined by trom­
bone player John Capon 
from Gabriola Island. 

Milton also hopes to have 
high school jazz musicians 
in to perform again, after 
they impressed the crowd 
at a special cafe event in 
November. 

No cover charge is applied 
to the jazz evenings, which 
cater to all ages, but the hat 

will be passed so people can 
show their appreciation for 
the music and its perform­
ers. 

Milton is also a well­
known island trumpet play­
er, vet and former owner of 
the Gulf Islands Veterinary 
Clinic. 

Besides operating El 
Zocalo, Milton still does vet­
erinary work as a locum. 

El Zocalo serves spicy 
Mexican food as it always 
has, but the menu choices 
have also been expanded, 
he said. 

Legacies Now aids Galiano and Pender arts groups 
Arts organizations on Pender and 

Galiano islands are getting a financial 
boost from a 2010 Legacies Now pro­
gram. 

Galiano Island's urban ink produc­
tion society will receive $15,000, while 
Ptarmigan Music and Theatre Society 
on Pender Island gets $10,000. 

"We are excited to receive these funds, 
which will help us bring together Gulf 
Islands artists, arts and cultural groups 

and local children," said Patrick Smith, 
artistic director of Ptarmigan Music and 
Theatre Society, in a press release. 

"By exploring the arts, including 
dance, music, film and the visual arts, 
the students will strengthen their sense 
of community and identity." 

The investment is part of 2010 Lega­
cies Now's "commitment to strengthen 
the arts and cultural sector in Brit­
ish Columbia," states press material. 

The funding is part of the society's 
Innovations program which helps arts, 
cultural and heritage organizations 
create new opportunities for commu­
nity members to participate in arts and 
cultural activities. 

This year, 28 organizations in 19 B.C. 
communities will share more than 
$220,000 in Innovations funds. Further 
information about 2010 Legacies Now 
is at www.2010LegaciesNow.com. 

AQUA 
• Pattersons Market 
• Vesuvius Store 
• Raven Street Market 
• Salt Spring Natureworks 
• Driftwood 

Appy's! $5 
SECOND STORY THEATRE PRESENTS: 

lUlRl~~lETO\\VN 
T h ce t\1[ 1u1 :s ft cc ool ll 

January 10-12 
Artspring 7:30 pm 

Tickets $10 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
DINN~RJAZZ 

(bas begun) 

Menlk Nerdlne Quartet 
Jan. 5 • '-10 pm 

537-9911 

Salt Spring Island Community Senices 
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

537-9971 
w.saltspringcommunityservices.ca 

• Counselling Services: Short-Term counselling for adults, youth 
and families. 

• Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is 
free and confidential. - - -*Family Place: Rugg Huggers parent and baby (0-16 months} 
NEW* Child Minding fo(Toddlers TOO, drop-in, Fridays 10am-
1 pm. Information on Drop-ins, special programs and counselling 
support 537-9176 or familyplace@ sscis.ca 

• Dad 'n' Me: Saturdays 8:3Qam-11 :ooam. 

~'Parent Ch!ld: Drop-in W~nesday 102m;Jpm. 
• Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11 am - 4pm 

• The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, Contact jalexander@ssics.ca 

• Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday- Saturday 10am- 5pm, 349 
Rainbow Rd., 537-1200. 

• Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 537-4607. 
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4pm to midnight 

through Emergency Room at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 538-4840 
• 24 HR. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is 

connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria. 

"'" ~,-~,..,~.~1"-"'" "' 
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• MONDAYS • TUESDAYS • WEDNESDAYS • THURSDAYS • FRIDAYS • SATURDAYS • SUNDAYS 

• "l-2 Price • 2 for 1 Fish & Chips • Pizza Night $3.25 
• Burger Night • 2 pc. halibut or salmon • Create your own 
• add bacon, cheddar, goat • with fries and coleslaw. • personal pizza. 
• cheese or mushrroms $1 ea. • • Music: Open Mic with 

· . Stepahnie Rhodes. 

~ ;:;f-~ . 
~oom1 lounge 

• "l-2 Price • $5 Martinis • $4.50 Corona • "l-2 Price 
Noodle Boxes • all day. • all day. • BBQ Pork Ribs 

• Music Night: • • • fall off the bone 
• Live with 

Matt & Tom. • • • 1 14 pound rack . 

Now showing all Canucks hockey 
Er PPV on our projection screen 
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ISLAND CRAFTS 

Local knitter wins prize for original design 
MaryTanti's talents 
attract international 

attention 

BYDAWNHAGE 
DRIFTWOOD CONT RI BUTOR 

Although 
Mary Tanti 
can eas­
ily follow 
a knitting 
pattern, 
she prefers 
to let her 
imagina­
tion roam. 
It's a habit 

MARY 
TANTI 

turned into a skill that has 
caught the attention of the 
knitting community. 

Tanti recently PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED 

entered and won third 
prize in the prestigious 
knitting competition put 
on by the Cherry Tree Hill 
Yarn company. 

Front and back views of MaryTanti's award-winning sweater made with colourful supersock wool. 

The company was look­
ing for "large, multi-direc­
tional garments" that used 

Meeting the electricity 
needs of growing communities on 

their supersock wool. Tanti 
worked with eight different 
colours to create the striking 

Vancouver Island and the southern Gulf Islands 
BC Transmission Corporation (BCTC] is replacing and upgrading the existing 138 kV 
overhead transmission lines and submarine cables connecting southern Vancouver 
Island to the Lower Mainland with new 230 kV infrastructure. 

Overhead line construction on the existing transmission line right-of-way within 
Gray Peninsula at Montague Harbour Provincial Park on Galiano Island will be starting 

· · in early 2008. Construction is already underway on the remainder of the existing 
transmission line right-of-way which traverses Galiano Island between Montague Park 
Road and Sticks Allison Road. 

Two of the existing overhead transmission towers in Montague Harbour Provincial 
Park on Gray Peninsula will be modified . BCTC has applied to BC Parks for a Park Use 
Permit for the use of the existing trail on Gray Peninsula for construction access and 
to minimize environmental impact. 

Construction Activity 

Development of a temporary access trail from the existing 
tra il leading to the two existing transmission towers on 
Gray Peninsula 

Individual tree removals, brushing and site preparation around 
the base of the towers 

Modification of the two existing towers 

Removal of existing wires from the towers 

Installation of new wires 

Site clean-up and restoration 

-

-

Schedule 
(subject to change) 

I- Mid-January to 
end of March 2008 

Vegetation clearing and brushing will be required to establish a temporary access trail 
to the two transmission towers from the existing access paralleling the shoreline. As 
well, removal of trees within proximity to the two transmission towers will be required 
for safety purposes. 

After construction activities are completed, BCTC will plant native trees and shrubs along 
the temporary access trail to re-establish natural habitat. 

To maintain public and worker safety, there will be no public access on the transmission 
line right-of-way for hiking or other purposes during construction. 

Thank you for your co-operation and patience. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION www.bctc.com 

Contact BCTC Community Relations: 
Toll-free: 1.866.647.3334 
Phone: 604.699.7456 
Email: community.relations!abctc.com 

CORPORATION 

BC Transmission Corporation is the Crovvn corporation 
that plans, operates and maintains the province's 
publicly-owned electrical transmission system. 

BCTC 07·66 

sweater that won over the 
judges. 

Taught to knit by her 
father, Tanti doesn't remem­
ber exactly when she started, 
but a family legend has her 
knitting away in the stair­
well at the age of two. 

"I've been knitting ever 
since, " she said with a 
smile. 

Over the years, Tanti has 
knitted for friends and fam­
ily, sold her wares at the 
Fulford Hall craft sale and 
created countless original 
patterns and designs. 

"I can't leave a pattern 
alone," she said. "Even the 
ones that I create, I can bare­
ly write one down without 
seeing changes that I want 
to make." 

Tanti was unaware that 
there were competitions for 
knitters until she attended a 
workshop on Quadra Island 
and met the instructor, Shel­
ley Mackie, who was highly 
impressed with her skills. 

"We were each given a 
teddy bear and eight differ­
ent patterns to choose from 
to clothe the bear. I had 
done all the patterns before, 

• General Family Dentistry 

• Orthodontics 
• Check-ups and Cleaning 

• White Fillings 

• Crown and Bridge 

·Veneers 

• Teeth Whitening 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

so I just sat there and made 
up my own. Shelley came 
over and said 'How did you 
do that'"? 

Mackie was so impressed 
with Tanti's skills that she 
asked her if she would con­
sider entering the Cherry 
Tree Hill competition. Mack­
ie had already purchased the 
supersock yarn for the con­
test but had been frustrated 
with her own attempts to 
create a design. 

"She wanted to give me 
the wool and told me to just 
play and see what I could 
do. I was delighted." 

Tanti quickly came up 
with her design for a sweat­
er and entered the compe­
tition, which was open to 
submissions from anywhere 
in North America. They 
narrowed the field down to 
15 finalists, and then she 
received word that she had 
placed third. She won a cash 
prize of $500 and her design 
appears on the Cherry Tree 
Hill website, which can be 
viewed at www.cherry yarn. 
com/ supersockdesign.htrnl. 

After this success, Mackie 
told Tanti that she would 

• DENTAL IMPLANTS 
To replace missing teeth 
or to stabilize dentures 

New Patients 
Always Welcome 

537-1616 

like to publish her patterns 
on her website called Fun 
Knits. Visitors to the site can 
purchase the patterns and 
then download them on 
their own computers. Tanti 
will then receive a cheque 
from Mackie. 

Although a passionate 
knitter throughout her life, 
this is the first time that 
Tanti has entered a compe­
tition or had any patterns 
published. 

She has always enjoyed 
making special items for 
friends and customers who 
have unusual needs, includ­
ing socks with intricate ridg­
es along the sole to support 
a high instep, socks with 
extra support for the heel, 
socks for club feet and socks 
for a friend whose feet were 
deformed. 

"He used to say, 'Heaven 
would be to have boots that 
fit', so at least I helped him 
with a comfortable sock," 
she said. 

Tanti has also designed 
gloves for customers with 
carpal tunnel syndrome 
and for a friend who had 
suffered a stroke. 

She finds knitting tremen­
dously relaxing and recom­
mends it highly for those 
who would like to unwind 
while creating something 
practical and useful. 

"Whenever I'm out doing 
things, I can't wait to get 
home and pick up my nee­
dles. Then I can go ahhh . 

" 
Tanti has participated in 

countless groups, including 
the Trail and Nature Club 
and as a volunteer at the 
Lady Minto Auxiliary Thrift 
Shop. She now spends time 
helping her 100-year-old 
mother Mary Butler and 
also never misses. the Island 
Comfort Quilts quilting bee. 

To view Tanti's patterns 
for sale at Fun Knits, go to 
www.funknits.com. 

HOT TUB 
SERVICE 

www. gulfislandspas. com 

To our friends 
on Salt Spring! 
"Have a safe and Merry 
Christmas." ~ ~ 
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PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY 

PRETTY 
ASA 
PICTURE: 
The winter 
sun shines on 
boats in 
Ganges 
Harbour. 

Le hotseat de Paris: a cautionary tale 
In appreciation of Salt 

Spring's excellent French 

Immersion programs 
BY ANDREW GmSON 
SPEC IAL TO THE ORI FTWOO D 

PARIS-(AP)- Parisian taxi drivers, 
already armed against hostile clients 
with a measure of arrogance, savvy and 
an occasional dog, may soon equip their 
cabs with "hot seats." · 

Packing 52,000 volts, "le siege qui brule," 
or "the seat that burns," is designed to 
thwart passengers who try to attack cab­
drivers. With the push of a pedal the driv­
er can send electricity coursing through 
the back seat, stunning the passenger, who 
is rendered groggy for abo!J,t two minutes, 
but doesn't lose consciousness. 

"The danger of such a demented sys­
tem is obvious to anyone who is sane," 
said a spokesman for The Federation of 
Transport Users. "Why not also install a 
cobra?" 

"Fly Air France," the ad said, "toLe 
Bourget, your gateway to The City of 
Light! Then, for a fortnight (quinze 
jours), immerse (immersez) yourself by 
day in the Louvre, Notre Dame, Napo­
leon's Tomb, and by night in the Folies 
Bergeres, the bistros, the joie de vivre of 
Paris! You will never be the same again!" 
How prophetic those last words were I 
was soon to learn. • 

Upon boarding "La Gloire de France" 
at Kennedy I probably seemed a 
romantic figure to my pretty seatrnate, 
although my ten-gallon hat, spurs and 
chaps wouldn't have drawn a second 
glance back in Buffalo Bones, Alberta, 

where all the bankers dress for the range. 
"You must," she said with a glance that 
misted my bifocals, "find this trip dull, 
compared to the life of a cowboy." 

I reckoned that was right, and she 
asked me if I would like to while away 
the time with a few hands of vingt -et-un, 
a simple game which she remembered 
playing with her grandmere. 

TWo hours later, as we prepared to land, 
she reluctantly collected her winnings. I 
congratulated her on her extraordinary 
recall ofher childhood game, and we part­
ed with assurances of mutual esteem. 

"Au revoir, mon pigeon," she whis­
pered, pressing a business card into my 
hand. From it I learned that she was the 
vice-president of "De Sade Poules de 
Joie," a company which I assume is in 
the watersports business. 

I had heard, of course, that the Paris 
taxi drivers are formidable, but I wasn't 
really prepared for the one who, at the 
wheel of an ancient Citroen closely 
resembling a Black Maria, motioned me 
to load my luggage. I toyed with the idea 
of remonstrating with him, but seldom 
had I seen a man with neither neck nor 
forehead, a throwback, no doubt, to the 
Neanderthals of the Dordogne. 

"To L'Hotel La Belle Guillotine," I 
instructed, when I had recovered my 
breath, and then for some reason or 
other I added "Vitement!" He wheeled 
into the traffic, turning the air blue with 
imprecations against all other drivers in 
the area. 

It was clear to me that this man was a 
Parisian apache, a primitive of uncertain 
temperament. I should try to put him 
at ease. Fortunately I had been leafing 
through "French in Ten Minutes a Day." 

Q!JEEN MARGARET
7

S SCHOOL 

is pleased to announce the 
Opening of the New OMS P•lma•p Cent•e 

Join our Community Celebration on 
Thursday January 10th, 2008, 7:00-8:30pm 

Speaber: Dr. Neil Smith, Ph.D. "Building the Foundation for 
Educational Success: The Importance of the Early Years" 

Reception to Follow 
Founders' Hall 
660 Brownsey Avenue, Duncan, BC 
RSVP: (250) 746-4185 or admissions@qms.bc.ca 

~-;~ 

I asked about the precise location 
of the plume of his tante, but he only 
replied by grinding his teeth, so I con­
tinued. 

"Dites-moi, cochon, ouest Mademoi­
selle ta mere?" (Tell me, driver, don't you 
miss your horse?") 

Obviously a cretin with no apprecia­
tion of subtle humour, he only muttered 
"Merde" (murder) and drove more furi­
ously than ever. 

I have always, when travelling, consid­
ered myself to be the ambassador from 
Buffalo Bones, and as a Dale Carnegie 
graduate I knew that initial hostility can 
be transformed by a friendly gesture. I 
reached into my shoulder bag for one of 
my goodwill gifts, a Buffalo Bones souve­
nir ashtray shaped like a pistol. 

"Tavie or ton argent!" I quipped, wav­
ing it at him. 

I can't explain what happened next. 
There was a crackling sound, smoke 
enveloped me, my comfortable seat 
changed in an instant to a hot stove, 
the car slowed, the door flew open and 
I was ejected into the gutter. It being 
full of water, my pants were fortunately 
extinguished. 

The cab sped off with my luggage and 
when I ran after it I was immediately 
arrested by a gendarme and charged 
with indecent exposure, causing a dis­
turbance and vagrancy. 

I appeared before the magistrate who, 
upon learning that I still possessed my 
return ticket, ordered me deported on 
the next flight. 

I am now back in Buffalo Bones. I have 
donated my copy of"French in Ten Min­
utes a Day" to the library. Any more trav­
elling I do will be to Calgary. 

Rona Robbins 
Purveyor of fine Teddies 
Suite SA, 
121 McPhillips Ave. 

smile. 

Tel: 538-0964 
Toll Free: 1-877-538-0964 

Fax: 538-097 4 
Email: shirequeenl@aol.com 

We craft natura/looking dentures. 
If you think the words "comfort'' and "dentures" 
don't go together, let us show you how an 
extreme denture makeover will bring a smile 
to your face. And a very beautiful smile too, 
"art directed" by you for the natural look you 
really want. give us a call, today. 537-1400 

-one-visit CEREC crowns 
-adult orthodontics 
-dental implants 
-root canals 
-restorative dentistry 
-emergency treatments 

artful dentistry 

-reflexology available 
before, during or after 

-all cosmetic & aesthetic 
techniques incl. veneers 

-full and partial dentures 
new and restoration 

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre 

[ 
-"~"· 
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Bach on the Rock concludes masterpiece at ArtSpring 
Demand pushes show be performed Corry from Germany, mezzo Jea- an "unmet longing on the island cians, drawn together by their 

to larger venue at ArtSpring on nine Fynn from Vancouver, tenor for the riches of the great Euro- shared love of Bach's music, hope 
Sunday, January Isaiah Bell from Victoria, and bari- pean choral tradition," notes press that you too will bring your love 
6, beginning at 8 tone Angus Bell from Vancouver. material. for this music to the evening's eel-

Salt Spring music lovers will get 
the chance to hear the concluding 
two movements of Bach's Christ­
mas Oratorio as Bach on the Rock 

p.m. This year's presentation will The first four parts of Bach's ebration, and then join with them 
Joining the also include the premiere ofJaime Christmas Oratorio were per- at the reception." 

2 4 - m e m b e r Rokeby-Thomas' And They Saw a formed over the course of the last Music lovers are encouraged to 
chamber choir Star - a new classical composi- two years, filling All Saints By-the- book seats early for this annual 

returns this week. and 18 -piece tion for orchestra. Sea to overflowing. island choral tradition. 
Taking place this year on Epiph­

any, this "magnificent and infre­
quently heard masterpiece" will 

CAROL 
BROWN chamberorches- Bach on the Rock came into This year the final two parts will Tickets are available for $15/$10 

tra of Bach on the Rock are guest being several years ago when take place at ArtSpring. through the ArtSpring box office at 
soloists soprano Patricia Hewes local musician Carol Brown felt "This talented group of musi- 537-1202. 

Cinnamon 
Buns 
·6's 

00 

Shopping list: 
~························ 
0 6 slices bacon 

0 2 potatoes 

01 onion 

0 Milk or light cream 

0 2 cans cream style 
corn 

0 1 can whole kernel 
corn 

0 Salt and black 
pepper to taste 

0 Salsa (optional) 

~e Market News 

Folgers 
Classic 
Coffee 

1 Kg I LIMIT 2 

597 

Kraft 
Delissio 
Pizza 
648-921g 

Baron of 
Beef 
Roast 

' Cut from The 
\ Outside Round 

I 

Kettle Chips 
• Lightly Salted 

Big 454g bag • Salt & Pepper 3 97 

THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET SOUTHWESTERN CORN CHOWDER 
Short cuts to cooking for one or two@ with Sarah Lynn, 2007 
Chowder: The French word for cauldron, chaudiere or chaudron, is often pointed to as the origin of the English name chowder but 
the word jowter, meaning fishmonger, and its dialect variations, chowter and chowder, were being used in Cornwall and Devonshire, 
England, in the 16th century. On September 23, 1751 the Boston Evening Post published the oldest-known printed recipe for fish 
chowder. It read: "First lay some Onions to keep the Pork from burning Because in Chouder there can be not turning; Then lay some 
Pork in slices very thin, Thus you in Chouder always must begin. Next lay some Fish cut crossways very nice Then season well 

• l with Pepper, Salt, and Spice; Parsley, Sweet-Marjoram, Savory, and Thyme, Then Biscuit next which must be soak'd some Time. 
Thus your Foundation laid, you will be able To raise a Chouder, high as Tower of Babel; For by repeating o'er the Same again, You may make a Chouder for 
a thousand men. Last a Bottle of Claret, with Water eno; to smother 'em, You'll have a Mess which some call Omnium gather 'em ." The directions reveal the 
method of layering chowder ingredients, which was how all chowders were made at the time. Who created the first chowder? The most likely possibility is it 
originated amongst French and English fishermen plying Newfoundland's fishing banks. The basic staples carried aboard most fishing vessels in the 1700s 
·· salt pork, hardtack (ship's biscuit), and fresh fish ·· make it easy to believe that chowder originated at sea. As John Thorne points out in his book Down 
East Chowder, given the limited staples aboard fishing boats during this period, one would "come to wonder not how chowder came into existence but what 
else they ever found to eat." . How fitting that corn can be used as a base in which crab or fish taste divine. The early American Indians gave the world corn. 
In their languages corn means "our life," or "our mother," or "she who sustains us~ Corn chowder whether made with seafood or, as here, southwestern style 
served with corn bread or corn chips and salsa is a must for winter appetites. I hope you add this recipe to your collection of quick meals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Saute 6 slices of bacon until browned and crisp. Crumble and set aside. In a stock pot combine 2 peeled & diced potatoes & 1 minced onion. Add 
1 cup water, cover and simmer for about 15 minutes until vegetables are tender. Stir in, 1 1/2 cups of milk or light cream, 2 cans of cream style 
corn, 1 can of whole kernel corn & the reserved bacon. Heat through but do not boil. Add salt & black ptlpper to taste. Serve with corn bread or 
taco chips. (As an option, add 2 tablespoons of salsa to each hot bowl just before serving.) 

Corne and try this wonderful dish at ....... • This Thursday 1·00pm _ S·30pm 
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET . . " " 
FOOD DEMONSTRATION • ThiS Fnday 11 :00am - 5:30pm 
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Doesn't Cost ... 

ON STAGE It Pays! 

Satire and political message A Fine cookware 
& accessories 
available at: 

Draught! $3 combine for theatre event Looe My Kitckn 
FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES 

Urinetown -The 

Musical on stage 
January 10-11 

BYDAWNHAGE 
DRIFTWOOD CONTRIBUTOR 

Tony award-winning Uri­
netown - The Musical is 
coming to ArtSpring next 
week and promises to be an 
outstanding evening of hilar­
ious, thought-provoking and 
thoroughly entertaining fun. 

With music, book and lyr­
ics by Mark Hollman and 
Greg Kotis, and presented 
by Second Story Theatre 
of Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS), cast mem­
bers have been working hard 
throughout the busy holiday 
season and their diligence 
is paying off, as was evident 
at a pre-show run-through I 
attended in late December. 

The atmosphere felt seri­
ous and professional, with 
virtually none of the kib­
bitzing and chaos that one 
might expect from an after­
school rehearsal. Members 
of the chorus quietly warmed 
themselves up as the band 
tuned and last-minute stage 
instructions were passed on 
by Jason Donaldson, GISS 
drama instructor and Urine­
town's producer and director. 

"He's always into new 

and extreme ideas, 

and so he decided we 

could give it a try:' 
PATRICE BOWLER 
Lead role 

''I'm feeling really good 
about the show," said Don­
aldson. "These are great, 
talented kids and they 
believe in the show - they 
are incredibly supportive of 
each other." 

Urinetown is cast with 
"30-some odd students in 
grades nine through 12, who 
are involved in every aspect 
of the production: acting, live 
music, scenic construction, 
lighting, costume and props 
design, promotion and stage 
management," states Don­
aldson in a press release. 

"Oh, and the inimitable 
[teacher) Mr. Ray Colleran 
is playing the role of Officer 
Lockstock," he added. 

Colleran is a GISS English 
teacher who made his stage 
debut last year as the valet in 
the school's production of No 
Exit by Jean Paul Satre. That 
performance didn't do jus­
tice to the fact that Colleran 
has a great voice and won­
derful comic timing, which 
is apparent from the open­
ing moments of Urinetown, 
where he plays the dual role 
of a rather sleazy cop and 
narrator of the musical. 

He sets the stage by 
reminding us repeatedly to 
make sure that we can last 
through the hour of the 
first act without having to 
pee - an apropos reminder 
for a musical whose main 
theme revolves around the 

basic human need to relieve 
oneself and the dire con­
sequences that can occur 
when that need is limited, 
taxed and strictly controlled 
by greedy and powerful busi­
ness interests. 

But don't let that aspect of 
the musical turn you away. 
It's a deeply layered, satirical, 
funny and powerful state­
ment about pollution, greed, 
love, pain, heroism, coward­
ice, honesty and turmoil in 
a future world that is suffer­
ing the consequences of the 
excess of previous genera­
tions. 

And the music is great! 
There are solo and chorus 
numbers that will blow your 
socks off, and these kids can 
really sing. Many are mem­
bers of the renowned GISS 
choirs, directed by Bruce 
Smith, who is also music 
director of the production. 
A highlight is Run, Freedom 
Run, a gospel-style number 
featuring an intricate a cap­
pella quartet in the middle of 
the full chorus. 

The cast is accompanied 
by an all-student live band 
with percussion, bass, key­
board, saxophone, clarinet 
and trumpet. The band plays 
almost constantly, displaying 
great musicianship and sen­
sitivity with the challenging 
arrangement by Hollman. 

In addition, there are 
exciting dance numbers 
arrd seamless choreography 
designed by Sonia Langer 
and Patrice Bowler, who also 
plays the lead role of Hope 
Gladwell in the show. 

Bowler played a major 
part in convincing Donald­
son, who is rumoured not to 
be a huge fan of musicals, to 
stage the show. · 

"I've been suggesting we 
do a musical in drama class 
for the last four years," she 
laughed. "Mr. Donaldson 
would either laugh or get 
mad. But then last year, we 
went to see Urinetown at the 
Belfry Theatre in Victoria and 
he really enjoyed it." 

"He's always into new and 
extreme ideas, and so he 
decided we could give it a 
try ... ,'! 

Donaldson describes Uri­
netown as a "world beset by 
environmental disaster; a 
world where there is so lit­
tle fresh water that people 
can only pee once per day. 
In this world the lines blur 
between the good guys and 
the bad guys. Also, in this 
world people are emotional 
enough that they must break 
into song in order to properly 
express themselves." · 

Bowler loves the musi­
cal, which she describes as 
"funny and with a good mes­
sage." She hopes to continue 
in a performance career after 
graduating this year, as a "tri­
ple threat" - dancing, sing­
ing and acting. 

Judging by the run­
through, Bowler will soon be 
setting the theatrical world 
on fire. It's all there- a great 
voice, wonderful dancing 
and a graceful and confident 
stage presence. It's a treat 
every time she is on stage. 

And Bowler is not alone 
... the entire cast is excel­
lent, with stand out perfor­
mances promised by Helena 

Bryn-McLeod as Mrs. Pen­
nywise ("It's a privilege to 
pee"), the inimitable Alex 
Corley as Caldwell Gladwell 
("Some people might see me 
as an evil man ... "), Cour­
tenay Bolton as Little Sally, 
who shares some wonderful 
moments with Colleran as 
Lockstock ("I may be a cop 
... but I'm also the narrator 
so no one can touch me ... 
not if they want the show to 
end!") and leading man Dan­
iel Millerd as Bobby Strong, 
("A new day has dawned .. 
. this day, when the people 
pee for free!") 

Whether leading actor or 
member of the chorus, all 
the students are well pre­
pared and energetic with 
fantastic singing, acting and 
solo moments peppered 
throughout the show. One 
of the musical's unique fea­
tures is that although there 
are clear leads, every mem­
ber of the cast and band is 
crucial and featured in either 
comic or vocal solo spots 
where they can really shine. 

Millerd compliments Don­
aldson on his direction and 
passion, as do all the stu­
dents when interviewed. 

"He's the best director I 
haye ever worked with," said 
Millerd. "He's funny, inspira­
tional ... it's genius." 

"He's wonderful," agreed 
Bowler. "Absolutely great." 

Urinetown runs at 
ArtSpring January 10-12 with 
shows beginning at 7:30p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and available 
at the ArtSpring ticket office. 

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 
537·5882 132 Lowtr 6anC)tS Road, Salt SprinCJ Island 517-9339 
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THIS WEEK: 

M~liwia~ 

free at the 
lowing locations: 

Admiral's 
Apple Photo 
Barb's Buns 
B-Side 
Cafe El Zocolo 
Calvin's 
Chamber Office 
Core Inn 
Creekhouse 
Dagwoods 
Embe Bakery 
Fitness Friends 
Fulford Inn 
Fulford Ferry 
Golf Course 
GISS 
Greenwoods 
Golden Island 
GVM 
Hospital 
Harbour Foods 
Harbour House Hotel 
Harlan's 
Home Hardware 
Island Savings 
Island Star Video 
Jana's Bakery 
Library 

Morningside-Fulford 
Movie Gallery 
NE Fitness 
Raven St. Market Cafe 
ReMax 
Royal LePage 
Rock Salt 
Rogue's Cafe 
Senior's Centre 
Seabreeze Motel 
Seaside Fish & Chip 
Sotheby's Realty 
Salt Spring Coffee Co. 
Salt Spring Books 
Salt Spring Inn 
Salt Spring Physio 
Sears 
Shipstones 
Skin Sensations 
Sports Traders 
Studio One 
The Local 
The Fritz 
Thrifty's (Flower Shop) 
TJ Beans 
TLC 
Transitions 

My Kitchen 

~;~;~~~;;;;;;:;;;;;;~~~~P:;;.Jl'long Harbour Terminal ·Moby's 
l .... ,.....~ ... , 

Uptown Piua 
Uniglobe 
Vesuvius Store 
Vesuvius Ferry on Board 

IT PAYS TO BUY YOUR NEXT 
SUBARU IN CANADA. 

Subarus have always been the perfect vehicles for driving in Canada. Our new Subaru Canada Price Commitment makes them tile perfect 

vehicles to be bought here too. It ensures that there's never been a better time for you to buy a new Subaru in Canada. Not only are we offering you our best 

rates ever right now, we're guaranteeing that if any national program offers you a better price between now and March 1st, 2008, we'll refund you the difference. 

So you can take advantage of incredible savings w1th incredible confidence. Consider it a bold statement by Subaru in a polite Canadian way. 

OUTBACK FORESTER IMPREZA LEGACY TRIBECA 

SUBARU CANADA PRICE COMMITMENTt 

LEASE RATES FROM 0.5% FOR 24 MONTHS"' 
PLUS UP TO $2,000 CASH*"' 

PLUS 5% GST" 
Ask about Special Purchase Finance Olfers 

CASH CREDITS ON SElECTED 2008 MODElS: CASH CREDITS ON SElECTED 2007 MODElS: 

OR UP!B,OOO* UP!10,500'* 

SUBARU 
For details or to find a dealer nearest you, visit ~ 

:: 

-
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Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon. . Tues. 
Jan 2 Jaa1 3 Jan 4 Jan 5 Jan 6 Jan 7 Jan 8 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Simply Organic. 
Free organ recital with Barry 
Valentine at All Saints. 10:10 
a.m., followed by coffee & 
muffin. 

ACTMTIES 

No events sdleduled at this 
time. 

January Breakfast Special 

One Pancake 
Two Eggs 

Bacon or Sausage 
·and Very Berry Syrup 

only $5.95 (plus tax) 

Monday -Thursday 
til January 31, 2008 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Celeste Lovick & Chris 
Ellis. UK songwriters & 
performers. ArtSpring. 
8p.m. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Rollerblading. 
Fridays at Fulford Hall. 
7-7:30 p.m. for novices/little 
people; 7:30-9 p.m. general 
skating. 

LIVE EmERTAINMENT 

Monik Nordine Quartet. 
First of Saturday Night Dinner 
Jazz nights at El Zocalo Cafe. 
7-10p.m. · 
Soul Shakedown. 
live music at The Local. 8 p.m. 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Christmas Oratorio. 
Parts 5 & 6 of the J.S. Bach 
masterwork. A Bach on the Rock 
presentation. ArtSpring. 8 p.m. 

Enchanted - A live-action story about a fairytale princess from the past who 
is thrust into present-day Manhattan by an evil queen. Soon after her arrival, 
Princess Giselle begins to change her views on life and love after meeting a 
handsome lawyer. A film in the fine Disney tradition (remember those?) that is 
great for the whole family! 

CABLE TV 

• Attention Shaw Cable TV Channel11 viewers-The Daily is your source for 
stories reflecting Salt Spring and southern Vancouver Island people and places. 
The program is about half an hour in length and repeats continuously during 

.. the day and evening with new stories added daily. This week on The Daily see 
Jill a holiday special that features stories from southern Vancouver Island, including 
.. Salt Spring, from the year 2007. Also tune in for community messages, weather 
: and news headlines. For further details about community programming, call 
.. 537-1335. 

·Workshop paintings by the Painters Guild are on display in the lobby of 
Artspring for the month of January. 

·Salt Spring Coffee Company cafe in Ganges will be featuring the paintings of 
Justin Be<kett for the month of January. 

• New life drawings by Thomas McPhee are showing at Auntie Pesto's 
Restaurant. 

ACTIVITIES 

Eckhart Tolle Practising 
Presence Group. 
Drop-in. 7:30p.m. Info: 
Amrita,537-2799. 
Transit System Launch. 
At Meaden Hall. 
Refreshments, cake, special 
guests and entertainment. 
11:30a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Osho Kundalini Moving 
Meditation. 
Drop-in. 5:30p.m. Info: 
Amrita,537-2799. 

No events scheduled at this 
time. 

Wed. 
Jan 9 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Simply Organic. Free organ 
recital with Barry Valentine at 
All Saints. 10:10 a.m., followed 
by coffee & muffin. 

OTH.ERACTIVlTIES 

SS Historical Sodety 
Cowichan Valley Museum 
curator Kathryn Gagnon 
presents Promoting the History 
and Heritage ofthe Cowichan 
Valley. Central Hall. 2 p.m. 
Zen Meditation. 
Group meets at 210 Cedar Lane 
every Wednesday, 7-9 p.m. Info: 
537-2831. 

lETO\\VN 
I\11 lUl § ii cc OCll ll 

January· 10-12 
Artspring 7:30 pm 

Tickets $10 

SMDISII MAT!RES$ & 1'1UDWS 
1-800-887-4321 

www.tempurcanada.com 
Tempur is sold in over 50 countries 

worldwide, with hundreds of 
dealers across Canada. 

• Jana's Bake Shop shows photos from the Driftwood's 2007 Day in the Life 
of Salt Spring Island project. 

A better night's sleep, no springs attached! 

UNCLE ALBERT'S FURNITURE 
107 2nd St. Duncan Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30 Dr.;1 
1-800-593-5303 Sun 11-4 ~ 

CHEVROLET 
PONTIAC 
:B~ICK. 

0% Financing continues on selected models 
GMC::: 

ROB 
DEOL EASTMAN HARRISON 

6300 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan Sales & Service 250 7 46-7131 

I ' 
ANGELA 
KETCH 

Body Shop 250 748 4370 

P E T E R 

baUet 
www.peterbaljetgm.com __ ':::::::-_(~ __ ._. -::::' 
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HOLIDAY SPimT 

A gift of hope from Satuma 
Thanks extended 

to supportive 

community 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Goats, rabbits and mos­
quito nets may not be on 
every 10-year-old's Christ­
mas shopping list, but that's 
what Saturna Island's Alli­
son Gaines decided to buy 
after raising nearly $300 
for World Vision Canada in 
December. 

"I sold everything except 
a bit of cake," Gaines said in 
a telephone interview last 
week. "I thought it would be 
a really good idea to help 
some of the people who 
don't have as much as we 
do." 

Gaines said she became 
involved in fundraising 
as part of a self-directed 
school project assigned 
to fifth-grade students at 
Saturna school. When she 
spotted a World Vision 
Canada catalogue lay­
ing about the house, she 
added, she knew exactly 
what to do. 

With some help from her 
mother and grandmother, 
Gaines spent days baking 
cookies, muffins, tarts and 
cakes in preparation for the 
big sale, scheduled to coin­
cide with one of the island's 
weekly recycling days in 
early December. 

"Everybody heads to the 
recycling depot," saidAmber 
Jensen, Gaines' mom. 

Gaines not only baked the 
goods, but also collected 
funds and chose which proj­
ects to sponsor. 

The $288.50 raised from 
the sale will purchase an 
agricultural package for 
three families, schooling for 
a young girl in China, a goat, 
two rabbits, two mosquito 
nets to guard against malar-

LOCAL HISTORY 

PHOTO CONT111BUTED 

Allison Gaines with the World Vision Gift Catalogue that helped her decide which projects to 
support with community bake sale funds. 

ia and warm clothes for 25 
children. 

Holiday time donations 
to humanitarian organiza­
tions such as World Vision 
Canada, Oxfam, Unicef and 

smaller community-to­
community based charities 
have steadily increased over 
the years as people search 
for more meaningful ways 
to offer gifts, Jensen said. 

"There are so many bad 
stories out there that it's 
nice to hear something good 
for a change," she added. 
"Thanks to everyone for 
their generous support." 

Curator shares Cowichan Valley museun1 view 
First historical society 

meeting of 2008 

The Salt Spring Island Historical 
Society's January9 meeting will include 
a presentation called Promoting the 
History and Heritage of the Cowichan 
Valley. 

Kathryn Gagnon, the curator at the 
Cowichan Valley Museum, will discuss 
the museum's programs, events and 
exhibits. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 

"These include temporary and per­
manent exhibits and programs such 
as Christmas Past Comes Alive, a living 
history display with local volunteers in 
period costumes assuming the identi­
ties of pioneer individuals," explains a 
press release. 

"Ms. Gagnon will explain local her­
itage preservation efforts, focussing 
on the program Kinsol in Crisis -
about the Kinsol Trestle, an impor­
tant architectural and engineering 
marvel." 

From Christmas programs for ele­
mentary students to programs for 
seniors, the museum's offerings focus 
on the interests of local residents and 
museum-loving tourists. 

Stories in the museum displays also 
help people understand the history of 
the Cowichan Valley and its inhabit­
ants. 

Next Wednesday's historical society 
meeting begins at 2 p.m. at Central 
Hall. Tea/ coffee and cookies follow the 
presentation. 

Salt Spring Singers happy to hear new voices 
A fresh season of singing 

begins this week when the 
Salt Spring Singers choir 
resumes practising. 

New members are wel­
come to check out the long­
running island group, which 
meets on Tuesday, January 

8 at the Salt Spring Island 
Baptist Church at 520 Lower 
Ganges Road. (Next to the 
B.C. Hydro and Islands Trust 
office.) 

Registration will begin at 
6:30 p.m. and the practice 
starts at 7 p.m. 

No auditions are nec­
essary to join Salt Spring 
Singers - only a love of 
singing. 

Due to illness suffered 
by Singers director Mitch 
Howard, the group can­
celled its annual Christmas 

concert in December, but 
is looking forward to its 
other big event of the year, 
which is the spring concert 
in May. 

For more information 
about the choir, call Linda 
Woodley at 537-2288. 
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IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK? 

Contamination can occur without 
changes in colour or taste. 

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours 
Be Safe • Test Annually! 

Ma 
2062 Henry Avenue W. 
Sidney, B.C. VBL 1 Y5 

~, . .... 
WSUVI\18 

VILLAS 

LABS 

656·1334 

Gulf Islands School District 

Congratulations on 

your new website! 

www.sd64.bc.ca 

and website 
Photo"" solution 
John Cameron 

537-5830 

Deluxe Vacation Suites 
Fully self-contained 

Sunny, oceanview balconies and patios 
25% of! Winter Rates 

www.vesuviusvillas.com • 250 537 9768 

I 
I 

January 2008 
COMMUNITY WELLNESS PROGRAMS 

January 2008 
Coordinator: Sharon Glover 537-4607 

MORE FRIENDLY VISITORS I! 
Can you volunteer a bit of extra time to help a senior? 

Warm & caring people are needed to give time on a 
regular basis to seniors who would look forward to a, 

bright spot in their week. Go to seniors' homes or I 

take them out for about an hour weekly. Spend time 
playing cards, going for a walk, driving into town, or 

sipping tea & chatting. 
Especially looking for male Frjendlv Visitors 

Please call 537-4607 for more information. 

Parkinson's? 
If you or a family member suffer from Parkinson's 

disease, and would like to help form a new 
support group, please call Sharon • 537-4607 

Friendly VOICES! 
Alone? 

Would you appreciate a (non-medical) call from 
someone who cares and will phone you regularly? 

Call 537-4607 to find out more! 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC 
Monday 28 January 10:00 ·12:00 

at Salt Spring Seniors (across from GVM) 

I 
I 

~~We need Friendly Visitors/ 537-4607 We need Friendly Voices! l/1 

.-

..,.,... 
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PEOPLE & COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

Independent Duncan school invites 
islanders to primary centre opening 
Part of institution's 

facility renewal 

Queen Margeret's School 
in Duncan is celebrating the 
opening of the QMS Primary 
Centre - a new location for 
kindergarten and Grades 
1-3 classes, whose members 
include several Salt Spring 
Island students. 

An event to acknowledge 
the opening takes place 
next Thursday, January 10, 
between 7 and 8:30 p.m. 

which will feature a pre­
sentation by Dr. Neil Smith 
entitled Building the Foun­
dation for Educational Sue-
cess: The Importance of the 
Early Years. 

A reception will follow. 
A school spokesman says 

the new primary centre was 
built to accommodate a 48 
per cent increase in enrol­
ment over the past three 
years. 

board of governors. "Spa­
cious, bright and airy, this 
beautiful new building is 
designed exclusively for pri­
mary students, and exists in 
complete harmony with its 
natural setting." 

The new building is part 
of a campus renewal plan at 
QMS. An expenditure of $4.7 
million is planned in order 
to to renew and replenish 
facilities over the next two 
years. 

For further information, 
contact the school at (250) 
746-4185 or e-mail admis- PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY Everyone is welcome 

to attend the celebration, 

"The building is very 
impressive indeed," says 
Salt Spring parent Paul 
Ceyssens, who also serves 
as a member of the QMS sions@qms.bc.ca. DOWN TIME: Chili Lablanc-Wulff plays in the trees at Centennial Park. 

CROSSDRIB BEEF .. 39 GREEN'ESH N~;;, ~ 
f.'~T ~f:».~~! ..... ·· ........... .. 2 lh ~!'~1:1~~~ .. ~ ... .. .. .......... .. 39lh 

our fresh store. 

PEANUT 439 
aunER 
1.5 Jar .................... ...................... ....... .. ..... . 

ulNTIC:'OIETIES 99~ 
BEANS 
540 ml Tin ................................................ .. 

UNICO 100% PURE 
VEGETABLE 

OIL 

SELECTED VARIETIES 

98 ISLAND FARMS 4 
ICE CREAM 
1.89l Tub ... ... ....... .. ..................................... ... . 

ASSORTED VARIETIES 

00 VIMCREAM 15 
CLEANSER 
500 ml Bottle ..... .... ....... ............ ...... ........... ..... . 

ROM
1

A.RNE 98~ 
LETTUCE 
Each .... .. ................ .... ........... ........ ........ .. .. ... . 

GREElANE SIZE 98~ 
PE~~-~-~~.. .. ... .. . .. ... . .. .. . .. ..... .. .. Lb. 

KNEORRYC0°M1PLETE 699 
SKILLET MEALS 
680Gram ........ ........ ...... .............. .. ...... .. ... . 

COTTAGE 269 
CHEESE 
500 Gram Tub ...... .. ... .. .. ... ... ... .... .. .. ... .... ... ..... .. . 

AWARDS 

ISCU 
awards 
students 
with$$ 
Aja Robb and 

Malia Banman 

receive funds 

Two Salt Spring Island­
raised women have received 
education awards through 
Island Savings Credit 
Union. 

Malia Bauman , who 
is working toward her 
Bachelor of Arts degree at 
Malaspina University Col­
lege, received an education 
award of $700. 

Aja Robb, who has almost 
completed a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree at the Emily 
Carr Institute of Art and 
Design, received $1,600. 

Both women received 
their education awards from 
the Credit Union Founda­
tionofB.C. 

A total of six Island Savings 
student members received 
awards totalling $6,940 from 
the foundation this year. 

More information on the 
CUFBC is available online 
at: http:/ /cufoundation.org. 

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL 
Salt Spring Transition 

House & Help Line 
537-0735 or 

toll-free 1-877-435-7544 

Women's Outreach 
Services 

537-0717 or 
toll-free 1-888-537-0717 

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women 

538-5568 

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling 

538-5569 

'Transitions' Thrift Store 
#1-144 McPhillips Ave. 

Please visit our 
website 

www.iwav.org 

Funded by the 
BC Ministry of Community Services 



PEOPLE & COMMUNITY 
ISLAND HISTORY 

Skating parties, mucking about 
part of Swanson's Pond memories 
Pond was part of 
many islanders' 
youth 

Pass by Swanson's Pond 
today and it doesn't seem 
like very much; many people 
don't even realize it is there. 

Located on the block of 
land north of the high school, 
it is bracketed by Swanson 
Road, Lakeview Crescent, 
Kanaka Road, and the pre­
school on Aldous Road. 

A murky pond, half-hid­
den by brambles and fallen 
alders, it's hard to get a clear 
glimpse of the water because 

· the woods around it are so 
thick; almost impenetrable. 
As recent newspaper stories 
have reported, some think 
the pond may disappear as 
this parcel of land is slated 
for development. 

For many, the loss of Swan­
son's Pond won't seem like 
much; just one more patch 
of tangled bush developed in 
the name of progress. Many 
would even say, in this case, 
much-needed progress, for 
the plans I've heard about 
call for seniors housing, 
which is sorely needed here 
on Salt Spring. 

But, for many of the people 
who grew up on Salt Spring, 
especially close to the Ganges 
area, the pond is an impor­
tant part of their youth. 

Dennis Beech, owner of 
Payless gas station, grew up 
on the property that is now 
Brinkworthy. 

His father was a horse log­
ger and Dennis remembers, 
as a boy, trying to harness 
the teams of huge Percher­
ons without getting stepped 
on, squashed between them, 
or slipping into a pile of fresh 
manure. 

"It was wonderful," Den­
nis recalls. "Every time it got 
cold enough for a few inch­
es of ice to form, Swanson's 
Pond became the centre of 
our world. There'd be skat­
ing parties with bonfires and 
teams of crack-the-whippers 
and wiener roasts." 

For the boys, these skating 

1\Y gp ,~ 

Roger 
Brunt 

FULFORD HARBOUR CHRONICLES 

parties consisted of tearing 
around as fast as they could 
go, playing pick-up games of 
hockey, pulling on the girls' 
pigtails, and trying to trip up 
their friends. For the girls, the 
memories are more mellow. 

Marguerite Lee (who was 
born on Salt Spring) remem­
bers the skating parties with 
special fondness. 

"I lived where the high 
school parking lot is now," 
she says. "My grandparents 
lived next door so we'd go 
over the fence, cut through 
the fields and head for the 
pond." 

"Back then," she says, "the 
land was much more open. 
There were a few big alders 
around the pond, but basi­
cally it was pastureland and 
an orchard. For all the young 
families along Rainbow Road, 
it was the destination once 
the ice was strong enough to 
hold us." 

"I never had skates, and I 
never learned to skate," Mar­
guerite recalls. "The pond did 
not freeze every year and my 
parents didn't buy me skates 
because my feet were still 
growing. Lots of kids didn't 
have skates. They wore their 
gumboots or shoes and tore 
around like mad. In the sum­
mertime, we'd build rafts and 
swim and muck around in 
the water." 

Architect Jonathan Yardley 
has been involved with the 
land where Swanson's Pond 
sits for years. 

"The pond was dug in 1950 
by Bill Swanson, owner of the 
land," he says. 

"It was dug as a pond to 
both irrigate the surround­
ing orchard and at the same 
time the properties so that 
they could be sold as lake­
front. The pond was very 
much central as the special 

feature in the development 
plans developed in the early 
1980s. I was working for the 
owners at the time and we 
were in discussions with 
the Islands Trust to get the 
setbacks amended to take 
advantage of the pond's sce­
nic value. The pond is provin­
cially classified as an 'existing 
waterway' so there were rules 
governing its use. It is my 
understanding that it cannot 
be filled in." 

"The land in that block has 
been subdivided and re-sub­
divided many times. At one 
point, about 15 years ago, we 
were very close to getting a 
development permit. Then 
the land-use rules changed, 
making it much more dif­
ficult to develop the prop­
erty. Our plan consisted of 22 
housing units, with the pond 
as the central feature. There 
was also an attempt at one 
time to sell the land to the 
CRD as a park, which would 
have meant having to create 
a public easement. This fell 
through as the CRD did not 
have sufficient funds for the 
purchase." 

For some folks, Swanson's 
Pond is one of the few areas 
close to town where families 
with young children can "walk 
in the woods" with the hopes 
of seeing a pair of mallards 
or a turtle or a woodpecker. 
Raccoons, mink, muskrats, 
the occasional beaver, and all 
sorts of birds and smaller crit­
ters call this little oasis home. 
Linda Counsell, who lives near 
the pond, told me she saw four 
raccoons there one day. 

I recall driving down Rain­
bow Road early one morning, 
just a block or two away from 
the pond, when a big old otter 
half the .size of a German 
Shepherd came gallumphing 
across the high school yard 
and flopped down for a rest 
next to a tree. 

"What memories of Swan­
son's Pond might you have, 
fine sir?" I might.have won­
dered at the time, for the 
otter's glistening wet coat told 
me that it had recently been 
in the water, and Swanson's 
seemed such a likely spot. 

Have we got 
. YOUR number 
in the Lions Club SSI Directory? 

o To add your new listing .... or 
o To your change current listing 

in the next Salt Spring Island Directory, complete a "Change of Information 
Card" located in the current phone book and drop it in the mail, or in one 
of the black boxes located at Bank of Montreal, Credit Union or drop off 
box outside the office door. Deadline February 15,2008. 

we·ll take it from there! 

!IQJ Lions Publications 

SALE ENDS 
FEB. gth 

AN INVITATION TO THE PUBLIC 
from 

The Salt Spring Water Preservation Society 
We believe that most of our island's population-is aware of the challenges to our 

supply of safe and reliable drinking water posed by the demands placed on it by the 
pressures of growth and development. There are so many aspects to these challenges, 
and so fractured the opinions voiced in discussing them that it is extremely difficult 
to come to even tentative conclusions regarding the future of our water quality, water 
demand and supply, management, delivery, and costs. 

Since 1981 the Water Preservation Society has been grappling with these issues. 
The Society was founded by a group of individuals who foresaw the potential threat 
to our watersheds posed by the Island's rapidly growing development. Maxwell 
Lake, for instance, described as one of the most pristine lakes in B.C .. was also one 
of the most endangered, The Water District owned only the north portion of the 
properties that contained the lake, the balance was in private hands. Thanks to the 
efforts of a sustained groundswell in the community and a twenty-two year long 
struggle, everything fell into place and today the total watershed is protected in its 
natural state. 

This was a success. 
And here is another: in 1986, 272 acres of St. Mary lake watershed were set aside by 

agreement with the Channel Ridge Development negotiators and covenanted by the 
Water Preservation Society. 

We invite you to join us in helping to create solutions.-We know that progress and 
change are inevitable and that they bring both benefits and costs. But we need you to 
help us find ways of securing safe and reliable drinking water for our very uncertain 
future. 

Please consider a membership in the Salt Spring Water preservation Society by 
completing the attached form and returning it to us .. Membership is only $10 per 
person and your receipt is tax deductible-as is any additional donation you might care 
to make. 

We keep our members informed of pertinent issues by email and by newsletter, 
produced three times a year. We work with ongoing commitment to serve you through 
addressing safe, reliable drinking water and corresponding watershed problems. We 
need your support. 

r ----- - ---- - - - • I Name: 

Address: -I 
I email address: I 
1 Amount of donation: I 
I PLEASE MAIL TO: I 

Salt Spring Water Preservation Society 

I P.O. B?X 555, I I 
Salt Spring Island, V8K 2W3 .. - ---- - - ------ • • 

! 

I 
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Board 
of Directors 

President 
Mafalda 
Hoogerdyk 
(250)537-1730 
Oceanswest 
Insurance Brokers 
oceanswest@telus.net 

V-President -
Business 
Peter McCully 
(250)537 -9933 
Driftwood Publishing 
petennccully@gulfislands.net 

Vtce President 
Tourism 
David Griffiths 
(250)537 :5551 
Mouat's Trading Company 
david@mouatstrading.com 

'lreasurer 
Ann Ringhelm 
(250)537-5571 
Harbour House Hotel 

Director 
John 
Cade 
(250)537-7547 
Royal LePage 
john@gulfislandsproperty.com 

Director 
Tim O'Connor 
(250)537 -44 77 
Island Star VideofTJ Beans 
islandstar@sattspring.com 

Director 
Margery Moore 
(250)537 -4400 
I-SEA 

Director 
Marion Markus 
(250)5374911 
Markus Business 
rnarionh.markus@gmail.com 

Director 
Steve Hunt 
(250)537-1522 . 
Thrifty Foods 
chamber@ssisland.com 

Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce 
121 Lower Ganges Rd. 
Salt Spring Island, BC VBK 2T1 

STAFF 
Chamber Managers 
Andrea LeBorgne & Gall Sibley 
p 537-4223 
F 537-4276 
chamber@ssisland.com 
www.sattspringtourism.com 
Open M-F 9-1 & 2-4:00 

er News 
SALT SPRING ISLAND 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

JANUARY 2008 

Our Volunteers Have lt"ln The Bag'' 
On November 28 we held our annual 

Visitor Centre Volunteer Appreciation 
Lunch. There was tremendous 
response from Chamber Members 
who sponsored volunteers and took 
time out of their busy schedule to 
attend in person. You will now 
easily recognize our Visitor Centre 
volunteers around town as they shop 
locally with their new "Visitor Centre 
Volunteer" bag. Thanks to Christine 
Godlonton of Dinner's Ready for a 
wonderful meal and the following 
Chamber Members for their generous 
support: 

Baker Beach Cottage, The 
Driftwood, Anchor Point B&B, Oceans 
. West Insurance, Berkshire Securities, 
BC Ferries, Island Farmhouse B&B, 
Markus Business Consulting, West 
of the Moon, Salt Spring Cheese Co., 
Monivea B&B, John Cade - Royal 
LePage, Hastings House, I-SEA, 
Mouat's Trading Co., Salt Spring 
Gelato, Ganges Camp Ground, 
Harbour House Hotel, Seido-en Forest 
House, Hale Eddy B&B Suites, Island 
Time B&B, By-the-Sea, My My B&B, 
Salt Spring Coffee Co., Green Acres 
Resort, Windsor Plywood, Sunshine 
Rock Farm, Gail Coney Studio, Salt 
Spring Way B&B, Cloud 9 Ocean view 
B&B, Island Escapades, Salt Spring 
Inn, Cottage Resort, Mountain Aerie 
Retreat, Lakeside Gardens Resort, 
SeaChange, Cedar Lane B&B, Salt 

Visitor centre volunteer Zeke Blazecka with one of the bags distributed at the 
volunteer appreciation luncheon. 

Spring Woodworks, Daffodil Cove 
Cottage, Skipping StoneB&B, Spindrift 
at Welbury Point, Jill Louise Campbell 
Art Gallery, Salt Spring Arts Council, 
Caprice Heights B&B, Frog Hollow 
Guest Cottage, Island Star Video, TJ 
Beans, TheLocal,ParadiseFoundYoga, 
Frankly Scarlet, Accommodations 
Group of SSI, Li Read, Aroma Crystal 
Therapy, Garden Retreat, Anchorage 
Cove B&B, Galleons Lap Studio, Alders 

Plantation, Quarrystone House/Mix 
Restaurant, Honeysuckle Cottage, On 
Duck Creek. 

If you have some spare time and 
would like to help visitors and locals 
find travel and tourism information, 
drop by the Visitor Centre and see 
what it is all about. There is always 
more room for additional volunteers. 
A new training session will begin in 
early spring. 

The Benefits of Membership 
Partl 

The New Year is a great time to review 
plans and resolve to do a few things 
differently. Members of the Chamber 
of Commerce have access to a wide 
variety of benefits but not all members 
take advantage of these. Below is a 
reminder about our Group Insurance 
Plan benefit and the new VersaPay 
Payment Processing program. We 
invite you to stop by the office for 
additional details (please note our 
revised hours for January below). 

Chambers of Commerce Group 
Insurance Plan Highlights: This 
plan is specially designed for small 
business. The plan is structured 
to spread the risk and reduce 
administration costs keeping the 
Plan affordable. Some features 
include toll-free service to answer 
questions you or your employees 

. may have; payment processing 
within 48 hours of receipt of claim; 
flexible plan options which allow 
you to choose the level of coverage 
from basic to comprehensive; a wide 
range of benefits to choose from 
including dental care, extended 
health care, disability coverage, 
group term life, dependent group 
life and accidental death and 
dismemberment, critical illness 

Gulf Islands living 
·a fine read. 

and more. As a Chamber Member 
you can build the benefit plan you 
need to protect yourself and your 
employees. Call or drop by the 
Chamber today and find out about 
getting a quote for your business. 

Payment Processing: VersaPay is · 
an exciting new benefit just launched 
by the BC Chamber of Commerce. 
Versapay is a 100% Canadian owned 
and operated financial transaction 
processor. They facilitate processing 
credit, debit and gift cards for 
thousands of merchants across the 
country. Merchants can rent, lease 
or purchase their high speed or dial­
up terminal (or use IVR if preferred). 
They offer competitive processing 
rates based on Average Ticket Sales 
(ATS): 1.65% for Visa & MasterCard 

(ATS under $100); 1.70% for Visa & 
MasterCard (ATS over $100); Interac 
processing is $0.07 per transaction. 
Typically funds are deposited to your 
bank account the next business day. 
Compare and save! 

TD Bank has recently reduced 
processing rates for Chamber 
members. If you already process 
payments via TD Bank and don't 
want to switch to VersaPay you can 
take advantage of being a Chamber 
member and enjoy the new reduced 
rates (Visa- 1.69%; MasterCard l. 79%; 
Interac $0.09 per transaction, Visa 
Corporate, Commercial & Business 
Card Trans Fee 1.99%). 

Drop by the Chamber office for 
more information and details on all 
the Benefits of Membership. 

January Office Hours 
The Chamber office will have reduced hours in }aJ)uary in order 

to accommodate vacation and other commitments. The office will 
be closed January 9, 16, 18 and 23. We will be open 10 am- 2 pm all 
other business days. 

The Visitor Centre is open 11 am to 3 pm. · 

Published by The Driftwood 

.A'qua ts distributed throughout the Q..lf Islands, 

Calendar 
What's Up 

Wednesday, Jan 9 
Board Meeting 
3 pm -5 pm 
Harbour House Hotel 

Wednesday, Jan 16 
Business Breakfast Club ($5) 
8am-9am 
Oystercatcher 

New 
Members 

Welcome to: 
Blackberry Glen B&B 
Softline Design 

Thinking of joining the 
Chamber? If you are 
interested in the benefits 
of being a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, drop 
by the office and speak with 
Gail or Andrea. 

Did You -
Know .... 

You can list your event or 
festival for free on the Hello 
BC website. Simply email 
the details of your event 
(day, time, location, name/ 
description and contact 
information). They will add 
your event to the Things To 
Do page on the site. You can 
check out other activities 
and events at www.hellobc. 
com. 

Salt Spring $$20 dollars bill 
are available at the ATM in 
the Visitor Centre open 11 am 
to 3prri daily. 

Many 
Thanks to 

Salt Spring Inn for hosting 
the December Business 
Breakfast Club 

VictOria, the Cowichan VaDey and seleCt locatiOns on vancouver Island. 

~VAILABLE EVERYWHERE INCLUDING: 
• Pattersons Market • Vesuvius Store 
• Raven Street Market • Salt Spring Natureworks 
• Driftwood 

Call537-9933 Toll tree 1·877-537-9934 
Email: sales@gulfislands.net Fax: 250-537-2613 

The latest edition now availablet 
Featuring • Holidays in the Gulf Islands 

• Painter Nicola Wheston 
• Award winning Wilco Construction 
• Shelley Easthope & Ki to Health 
• Chef Bruce Wood 

(!t}t- Gold :Z007 
Best Special Sedlon Award 

CCNA 
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Recreation 
DISC GOLF 

Locals shoot on top in disc event 
Islander takes 

second in most 

competitive division 

BY CHRIS STEPHENSON 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Salt Spring disc golfers 
placed among the top con­
tenders in the province dur­
ing a Boxing Day disc golf 
tournament on the island. 

The Duck Golf tourna­
ment was held on a new pri­
vate disc golf course created 
by Dean Crouse on a Man­
sell Road farm. 

The 18-hole event includ­
ed open, amateur and 
advanced categories for 
men, women and juniors. 

Organizer Gordon Field 
said local players are mov­
ing up in the ranks in B.C. 

In the open division, 
which was the most com­
petitive event during the 
tournament, Joah Chlopan 
of Salt Spring finished sec­
ond after losing a tie-break­
er match to one of the top 
disc golfers in B.C. 

"He's really moving up," 
Field said of Chlopan. 

In the advanced division, 
Andrew Ross-Collins placed 
second and Field finished 
third. 

Among other islanders, 
Fritz Arnold placed first in 
the advanced masters divi­
sion, Gordon Murphy was 
second and Nick Futter hit 
the top three. 

Ted Hickford placed first 
in the open masters division. 

"He had a wicked score," 
Field said. 

Another Salt Spring disc 
golfer to win big was Marcus 
Hunt, who shot a hole in one 
and received an honourable 
mention. 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY The Duck Golf tourna­
ment series includes 12 
events throughout the year 
with venues on Vancouver 
Island and the Gulf Islands. 

Scott Chapman at is seen at hole 17 in the annual Boxing Day disc golf event, held this year at 
a Mansell Road farm. 

Field said a total of 55 
people participated in the 
Boxing Day event, including 
six women. 

"They did really well and 
were right into it," he said. 

He said many first- timers 
and new faces also compet­
ed in the event. 

Field said with the increas­
ing amount of interest in 
the sport on Salt Spring, he 
hopes a new public course 
can be opened on the island. 
He said the course at Mouat 
Park is overused by hikers 
and dog walkers. Field said 
Burgoyne Bay proyincial 
parkland is one area being 

PIPEFISH PLUMBING & 

GAS FIT~I·NG 
Salt Springs Local Gasfitter 

LICENSED & BONDED 
• Propane hook ups • Gas conversions 

• Fireplaces • Ranges • Service calls 

' 

To arrange a free estimate call 537-1662 
email: pipefish@telus.net 

looked at for a new course. 
Disc golf rules are similar to 

the ball version of the sport. 
Players must throw a disc to 
the disc pole "hole," which 
usually consists of a basket 
or chains. The player with the 
lowest number of throws to 
the hole is the winner. 

Disc golf courses vary in 

size, but the standard is 18 
holes. 

The next event on Salt 
Spring is the summer Hart 
Memorial tournament 
located in Mouat Park. For 
more information about 
disc sports, contact the B.C. 
Disc Sports Society at www. 
bcdss. bc.ca/ ssi. 
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- Design & Build -lllllllli'llll1!1i:'.:::::::::=-. 
Custom houses, additions and renovations 

RoNALD BESLEY 
Ltc.#29029 

TEL: 250.537.8885 
EMAIL: RBESLEY@TELUS.NET 

D D 
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• Hydraulic hoses_ 
• Complete automotive repairs 

• Electronic engine analysis 
• Tune ups • Oil changes 
• Four wheel drive service 

• Suspension shocks and struts 
• Fuel injection 

(Sports Schedule) 
2008 NAIRN HOWE 

MEMORIAL 
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

GISS hosts high school boys' and girls' 
teams from Vancouver Island 

and the Mainland 
Thursday through Saturday 

January 17-19 
at GISS 

NEW YEAR WISH LIST FOR YOUR BODY 
-+ fitness -+ health -+ well being -+ gooa shape 

EVERYTHING TO REAClt YOUR GOALS! 
• Polar Heart Rate Monitors 

• Yoga Er Pilates Supplies • Fitness Equipment 
• Footwear Er Clothing 

islandsportstraders.ca 

135 McPhillips Ave. 
Mon.- Sat. 10 am- 6 pm 537-5148 

PATTERSON MARKET LTD. 
our family serving your family since 1915 

~CFerries 
Winter Hours 

Salt Spring Island (Fulford Harbour)­
Swartz Bay Departures 

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS 
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 - MARCH 31, 2008 

FULFORD HARBO 

6:15am 
7:50am Daily except Sunday 

9:50am 
11:50 am 
1:50pm 
3:50pm 
5:50pm 
7:50pm 

DEPART SWARTZ BAY 

7:00am Daily except Sunday 

9:00am 
11:00 am 
1:00pm 
3:00pm 
5:00pm 
7:00pm 
9:00pm 

---· )_ ISLAND MADE -e 

• Cheese from SS Cheese & Moonstruck Cheese 
• Homemade SS Gelato • Baked goods from Em be & Barb's Buns 

• Southend locally made Fruitsicles 
Winter hrs: Mon.- Fri. 8 am - 6 pm I Sat. 9 am - 6 pm 

Closed Sundays & statutory holidays 

£ 

r 
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Call For An Appointment Today 
185 Elizabeth Drive 
526-0031 

c:B!iteW~ 
~ 

CUSTOM 
SLIPCOVERS 

merry christm r ,. as. 
ll~ Please note that 
~!I closed for the h ~~ office is 

December 22 oj r ays from 
- anuary fst 

Open january 2nd, 2008 

ln~gltlanat 
I 58 faglerid D 

SALTSPRING'S Gl\liEN ge r. ph 250.537. 187l 
DESIGN & PRINT COMPANY 

SPORTS & RECREATION 
TAl CHI 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

Grand Master 
Zhang Zhi Bin 
gives instruction 
to students. He 
wi ll be leading 
classes at Seven 
Stars Tai Chi Club. 

Chen-style tai chi at Seven Stars club 
Yang-style classes 
also continue. 

in the form, as well as the expression 
of Fa Jing (issue of internal energy)," 
explains a Seven Stars press release. 

day evenings, and all styles and levels 
meeting on Sundays from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. 

Seven Stars Tai Chi Club is pleased to 
announce that beginning this month 
students will be able to learn the Chen­
style competition form - or "Chen 
56." 

"The martial character of tai chi is 
more obvious in the Chen style. We are 
delighted to have Grand Master Zhang 
Zhi Bin as our overall guide for this 
and other forms, and his visits to Salt 
Spring Island are extremely valuable." 

The principles of tai chi apply to 
both styles, and the three levels of 
health, meditation and martial art are 
available from both styles. 

Anyone interested in attending any 
of these classes should contact Osman 
Phillips at 537-5667 or by e-mail at 
7stars@cedarlanestudio.com. 

"The Chen style is characterized by 
low stance, and change of speed with-

Classes in Yang style will continue 
with a beginners course on Thurs-

SAILING 

Snowflake Series satiates winter skippers 
Races offer 
off-season fun 

Sailing through the winter 

is a point of pride for skip- . 
pers at the Salt Spring Sail­
ing Club. 

With temperatures across 
the rest of the country fall-

5I:Salt Spring Island is a 
(Welcome Wagon Community 

@flJaby OOeLcome! 
Call Andrea LeBorgne 

who will bring gifts & greetings 
for you and your new baby! 

www.welcomewagon.ca 

537-5261-
Wgf.:.COME,.. 
'l'Ys~G£t'l 

The BCSPCA will be CLOSED 
from Wednesday, December 19th 

until Monday, January 7th. 
The shelter will be running on an 

EMERGENCY BASIS only. 
~ Call 537-2123 ~ 
~ for more information ~ 

l >wt 
S~T SPRINil 

~heet Metal Ltd. \S 
LENNOX. 

A WHOLE NEW 
GENERATION OF 

• heating 
• air conditioning 

• heat pumps 

We are the local dealer for 

LENNOX. 

Henry Van Unen 
538-0100 

Sponsored by 
canine pals: 

Lily~ 

Osear~ 

and • 
~~ Cl~:_ 

_ ......_.. ..... 165 Eagle Ridge Drive .----~~---

ing below the freezing mark, 
sailors venturing out of 
Ganges Harbour need only 
put up with the odd shower 
and occasional windstorm, 
creating the ideal climate for 
the club's annual December 
Snowflake Series. 

"Only one race was can­
celled because of too many 
snowflakes," said Peter 
McGovern, the club's fleet 
captain. "We've always 
sailed through the winter." 

Results from the final 
Snowflake race, held 
December 23, had Greg Sla­
kov's Imp coming out on top 
with Roger Kibble's Electra 

and Bob Jones' Alacrity fol­
lowing in respective second 
and third positions. 

Two boats failed to com­
plete the race. 

McGovern said the series 
is intended to provide some 
fun races during the short 
off-season period between 
November and January. 

Salt Spring Sailing Club 
races will resume on Sun­
day, January 13. 

Individuals of all experi­
ence levels wanting to vol­
unteer as crew members 
are asked to call McGovern 
at 537-4007 or to sign up at 
www.saltspringsailing.ca. 

S~LT SPRI]\Tr"f 
Sheet Metal Ltd. '-S 

REDUCE YOUR HEATING COSTS! 

With our efficient, economical heat pumps. 
• Air Source Heat Pumps 

• Geothermal Heat Pumps 

- The Company the Contractors Use -



PlATINUM DETOX 
•ift .......... Foot Bath Detox System 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
Ear Candling 

CALL JAN@ 
537-0844 

I t is a new year, and this is the time when people 
reflect on the past and resolve to make changes for 
the future. One of the most common resolutions that 

people make is improving personal health. Whether the 
process of change involves a complete overhaul of old 
patterns of behaviour or incremental differences in 
how one handles stress, efforts that are pro-active are 
most often more effective and fulfilling than actions 
that are reactive. 

In our day to day lives we are continually exposed to 
various sources of pollutants, chemicals, and toxins, but 
we may not realize it until serious health problems arise. 
Symptoms can n:tanifest in such ways as low energy or 
a weakened immune system, which leads to other health 
problems. Though the human body has the amazing ability 
to protect and detoxify itself naturally, environmental 
pollutants, trauma, stress, and a diet with too many processed 
foods may overwhelm even the strongest bodies. 

Platinum Energy Detox, a system operated by Salt 
Spring resident, Jan Cook, is a painless way to draw out 
bodily toxins through the area that contains more sweat 

Orthotics Rejuvenate your walking 

• · Perfectly fitted to your 
feet and your footwear. 

Measurements, manufacturing, 
and all adjustments 
done here in our store. 

New owners, 20yrs exp. 537-5015 
Ganges Village Cobbler 

f.i;. THE 

'\JATEHOUSE 
190 Re_ynolds Road 

NEW WINTER C SLS 
Kids Classes, .5ell~ Dance, Meditation, 

Yoga, Feldenkrais, Capoeira & More 
CALL 653.4308 for schedule & information 

u~ 
THERAPY 
j CENTRE 

CI')MMUNITY J..I[ALTl-1 .J/ BY J..IONOUJZ!NG INJ..IOL[N['5'5 

Psyc~g~n:~PX,::~·i,@ounselling • Homeopathic Medicine 
"""""'''''"f~l\'tih'tum Biofeedback & Sekhem 

Natural Parenting Group with Karin Beviere 
for Mum and babies up to I 0 mo. 
Monday, January 7, 9:30 - I I am 

(First Monday of each month) 

537-4728 5-121 MCPHILLIPS 

GULF ISLANDS LIVING 

Aqua is distributed throughout the Gulf Islands, 
Victoria, and select locQtions on Vancover Island. 

meet your 
west coast health 

providers 

glands than anywhere else in the body -- the feet. Just 
as saunas and steam rooms eliminate toxins through 
the sweat glands, this specially designed foot spa 
combines the healing properties of hydrotherapy and 
reflexology with soothing warm salt water to create a 
detoxifying treatment for the whole body. 

The name of this process sounds serious, possibly 
painful, and strangely unorthodox; however, first 
reactions in this case require deeper investigation, 
as Cook assures that the removal of bodily toxins 
is completely painless. The results of the sessions 
depend on a person's state of health when they walk in 
to her treatment room. Those who smoke or eat poorly, 
for example, will have more toxins to excrete, and the 
results of the detoxification may be quite dramatic 
visually because the toxins can be seen in the water. 

Along similar lines as the Platinum Detox foot 
bath, Cook also offers another kind of detoxification 
experience with the age old tradition of ear candling. 
This process is believed to clear out and purify one's 
body and spirit so that the person can take the next 
step towards his or her own healing. The candles that 
Cook uses are made with natural, unbleached cotton, 
beeswax, and a blend of herbs and flower essences. 
The herbs and flowers work on both a physical and 
emotional level -- the first for healing and purification 
and the latter for uplifting the mental state. 

The more you take an active part in self-healing, 
the more prepared you are to battle different kinds of 
illnesses, should they occur. Jan Cook is available to 
facilitate two different kinds of detoxifying processes, 
according to what your needs are. She can be reached 
at 537-0844. 

PLATINUM DETOX 
BENEFITS: 

- improves circulation, acid/alkaline balance 
- increases metabolism, organ and glandular 

functioning 
- enhances emotional and mental well-being 
- improves pollutant-related illness 
- maintains and balances overall health 
- removes heavy metals (like lead, mercury) 
- reduces stress • restores normal sleep patterns 
- reduces pain, injury, and trauma 
- benefits organ and cellular functioning 

BENEFITS OF 
EAR CANDLING 

- assists in the healing of ear, nose, and throat 
conditions 

- helps clear congestion in the head and sinuses 
- strengthens the immune system 
- eases cold and flu symptoms 
- improves hearing and balance 
- encourages lymphatic drainage 
- assists in reducing edema 
- helps reduce headache pain 
- encourages blood flow and circulation 
- helps open blocked meridian channels 
- enhances proper Qi distribution 
- harmonizes the endocrine systems 

In th~ 
H~alth fi~ld? 
Adv~rtis~ 

h~r~! 
Tracy Stibbards 

Limited space available for 
upcoming editions of 
this weekly feature. 

• Popular with readers 
• Great Rate 
• We'll tell your story 

Contact Tracy 
at 

The Driftwood 

537-9933 
tstibbards @gulfislands.net 

DECEMBER SPECIALS 
Celebrate the Holiaay Festivities with our 

• ''COCAQ, .~SPICE~' organicfacial~"reg:$91f:::::::~·;;;·;:\c;~~F"""····~~W $60. 
• ~dd a lip, hand or foot treatment: reg. J20~.$20ea ... , .... ,NOWJ10 e.a. 
~ •• Pedicure: reg. $&0 ..... , ...... , ............... ,.., .. , .... _ .. , ... , ....... ,., ... , ............. NOW $501 
• M~nlcure: reg. $50 ..... " .. , ................. , ...... , .. , .. , .... ,,.,, .... , .. , ....... : ...... , NOW ~0. 
• "Chocolat~JI'Uifle" body wrap: reg. $90 ... " .. , ...... :······ : :~;~;;,;1;,c tf0W $GO. 
• Hot stone massage: reg .. $120 .................................. "·::',"":'~:: ......... NOW $90. 

tUns 
Skttt7~ 

s Blessing (Deeksha) 
and Meditation 

Drop-in 7 -9pm 
Tuesdays in the Studio 

By Donation 

The Oneness Blessing (also known as Deeksha) Is a non-denominational 
benediction. A unique and specific blessing. II is the transfer of Divine Energy 

whfch, over time is designed to bHng about the state of Oneness in the recipient. 

Bsalt 
Springs 
U•.A I'USO I'H' 

1460 North Beach Rd 
Shaughn: 537-4111 

www.~altspringspa.com/oneness 

AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE 
INCLUDING: 

Next issue 
March26 

• Pa1tersons Market 
• Vesuvius Store 
• Raven Street Market 
• SaltSprlng Natureworks 
• Driftwood 

Call537-9933 
Toll free 1'"877-537-9934 

Email: sales@gulfislaods.net 
Fax: 2.50-531·2613 .. 

~ 

t ~ 



r 

28 I WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2008 I GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

DEADLINES 
DTift:\,vood 
Published Wednesdays 

Ad deadline: Monday 4 pm 
Too Late To Classify deadline: 1 0 am Tuesdays 

DrrftWXxl 
WEEKENDER ••• ,,,n,, • ., • ., 

Published FRIDAYS 
Ad deadline: Wednesday 4 pm for the Weekender 

How to Book Your Ad 
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges 

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax, 250-537-2613 
By email to classified@gulfislands.net 

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. VBK 2V3 

Payment By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. 
Classifieds are prepaid unless you have an advertising account. 

NOTICES 

PART OF the baby boom? Call 
Welcome Wagon for a personal 
Baby Visit. Gilts & greetings from 
local businesses and a warm wel­
come for baby. Andrea 537-8464. --6DmHS 

Elizabeth Lee 
Funeral 

Consultant 
537-1023 

HAYWARD'S 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

~ 
PATRICK BEATTIE 

Licensed Funeral D1rector 

#22 Merchant Mews 
Box 315, Ganges P.O. 

SSI, VBK2V9 
Tel: (250) 537-1022 
Fax: (250) 537-2012 

£~-. \! t~~~~~i 
~/ club 
T ai Chi Chuan: 
Chen Style Beginners: 
Mon, Jan 7th 6.15-8 pm 
Yang Style Beginners: 
Thurs. Jan 1Qth 6.30-8 pm 
@cedar lane studio, 

210 cedar lane 
phone Osman 

537-5667 

Bl GO 
MEADEN HALL 

Royal Canadian Legion· 

7 PM lliURSOAY, 
JA~~ V3 

Early B1rds, :30 pm 

All proceeds to bui'SIIries tor 
Salt Spring Island students. 

71H MEMORIAM;;;._ ___ _. 

R.SMSM"B.SR.IN<:j 

Ill\. Yti'IA.tVI>I.bY&III\.U of Maygartt (Pegg!::l) SV~>~.&Ill 
w11o passect awa!::l-)&~11\.. 5, :lOOt!:>; cteay wtfe 
of-sert SV~>~.all a-{teY ~ !::leaYS of V~>~.amage. 
yo~-<. ar-e YtVI>I.tV~>~.btYtct b!::l o~-<.Y wl1ole faV~>~.tl!::l 

.§ frielll-ds wttl1 love. 

jok"" 1.4.:2.7- 'Ptact 1 ttave w~tk !101.(., ~11 -ptact 
1 g~vt I.(.MO !101.(.: 1'\.Dt as tkt wort~ g~vetk, g~vt 

I I.(.MO !101.(.. Let 1'\.Dt !101.(.Y ktart be tYOI.(.bJ.t~, 
1'\.t~tkeY l.tt ~t be afya~~. 

SQUARE FOOT Charlie would 
like to wish Happy Holidays to all 
the contractors and home owners 
who made 2007 a very prosperous 
year. Have a safe Christmas Sea­
son and a Happy New Year. Look 
forward to a successful new year. 
Thank you SQFC. 

-20 COMING EV£NIS-
FOR A complete calendar of com­
ing events check the Driftwood 
Community Calendar, in our office 
in the Upper Ganges Centre, 328 
Lower Ganges Road, or on our 
website at www.gulfislands.net. Use 
the calendar for event planning and 
to make sure your date doesn't con­
flict with someone else's. 

3:15·4:00 

• 

e 
CALL CLAUDIA, KIM OR EVA TODAY 

TO BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED AD! 

537-9933 
Or email classified@gulfislands.net 

Classified Information 
20 words or less $10.95 - Additional words 50(: each 

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY- DRIFTWOOD ONLY- 20 words or less $13.25- Additional words 50¢ ea 
GET YOUR AD NOTICED! Bold and centered headlines $1.00 per line (Not available in Free/Recyclables) 

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS- $13.25 per column inch (minimum size one inch) 
IN MEMORIAM & CELEBRATION ADS - 1 column X 4"- $27.50 (reg rate $53.00) 

OBITUARIES- Wednesday $13.25 per col. inch. Repeat Fri. $6.62 per col. inch. 
Ask about special discounts for obituaries. 

New Special Offers 
DOUBLE DIP- Buy Wed, get Fri 112 price- 1st ad: $10.9512nd ad: $5.48 

Buy Fri. and Wed. (Fri. 112 price) - 1st ad: $5.48 I 2nd ad: $10.95 (incl. all classifications) 
GARAGE SALE (incl. Fri. plus kit & map) 1st ad: $19.95 I 2nd ad: incl 

SOLO (incl. all classifications) 
Buy only Friday: 1st ad: $10.95 I 2nd ad: $8.76 

Buy only Wednesday: 1st ad: $10.95 I 2nd ad: $8.76 
3 FOR 2- Get the 3rd ad free! (no refunds- prepaid private party merchandise only) 

Buy Wed./Fri./Wed. or Buy Fri./Wed./Fri. 
1st ad: $10.95 I 2nd ad: $10.95 I 3rd ad: free 

Salt Spting JslanJ 
JJistotid Society 

will present the 
following program: 

Wednesday, Jan. 9 
General Meeting 

and 

"Promoting the History 
and Heritage of the 
Cowichan Valley" 
by Kathryn Gagnon, 

Curator, CV Museum 

2:00 p.m. Central Hall 

Coffee and tea to follow. 

All are welcome! 

Are YOU in 
the bookl 

tQ] 
To advertise in the 
next SSI Directory, 

call 537·2000 
Leave us your business name. mailing 

address and phone number. and 
ask us to mail you an 

AdVerUser Information Package. 
Last years' advertisers will automatical~ 
recewe renewal packiiges in December 

Lions Publications 
Deadline Feb. 15/07 

The 
Birthing Woman 
Prenatal Classes 

Please Join Us 

Tuesdays, Jan. 8, 
15, 22,29 & Feb- 5 

5-7 pm 
In the Meeting 

Room behind Lady 
Minto Hospital 

Register at the Health 
Unit of call Chris at 
538-4880 for more 

info Fee: $25 

IF YOUR Driftwood subscription Ia· 
bel has the date highlighted, now is 
the time to renew! 

NEED A SUBARU? 
We have a one year lease on a For­
ester from Saunders Subaru that 
we're giving awey. ff you would like to 
have your name entered in the draw 
-simply renew your subscription to the 
Driftwood before Jan 15th, 2008. There 
are also 4 early bird draws of $250 gas 
certificates from the Payless, John­
son's, Patterson's and Save-<>n. Drop 
by the Driftwood Monday thru Friday, 
we're open from 8:30 til4:30, or give us 
a call at 537-9933. Renew today! 

DR. CRICHTON'S 
OFFICE 

New Address as 
of Dec. 28, 2001 

TRAIN TO BE an Apartment/Con­
dominium Manager. Many jobs 
registered! Thousands of gradu­
ates working. Online or home-study 
certified course. Government regis­
tered. Information: www.RMTI.ca or 
1-800-665-8339, 604-681-5456. 

#111 corben Rd, 
SSI, B.C. 
V8K2R8 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS & OTHERS 
RE: THE ESTATE OF ALBERT 

LANTINGA, DECEASED, 
formerly of 648 South wind Road, 
Galiano Island, British Columbia 

Creditors and others having claims against the 
Estate of Albert Lantinga, Deceased, are hereby 
notified under section 38 of the Trustee Act that 
particulars of their claims should be sent to the 
Executors at Henley & Walden, #20 1-2377 Bevan 
Avenue, Sidney, British Columbia, V8L 4M9, on 
or before January 24, 2008, after which date the 
Executors will distribute the said Estate among 
the parties entitled thereto, having regard to the 
claims of which the Executors then have notice. 

William George Thompson Ross and 
CIDC Trust Corporation, Executors 
By their solicitors: 
HENLEY & WALDEN, Barristers and Solicitors 
201 - 2377 Bevan Avenue, Sidney, British Columbia 
V8L4M9 

9:00·10:30 
Men's Yoga 
Cordulo 9:00-10:30 

Levell &2 Yoga 
11:00-12:00 Cordulo/lesley 
PrenataVMom & 
Baby· Cordula 

Place Your Ad 
Beyond Salt Spring 
Buy Vancouver Island- s123 

Your 25 word classified ad appears in the Driftwood and 
15 community papers on V.I. Over 262,455 readers. 

Buy Lower Mainland - s113.45 
Your 25 word classified ad appears in 15 community papers in 

the lower mainland. Over 525,455 readers. 

Buy BC Interior- s124·95 

Your 25 word classified ad appears in 22 community papers 
in the interior. Over 208,856 readers. 

BCYCNA Network Classifieds - s395 
Your 25 word classified will appear in more than 110 community 

newspapers in BC and the Yukon. Over 2.3 million readers. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64 
(Gulf Islands) 

A regular meeting of the 
Board of School Trustees, 

will be held at the 

Fernwood 
Elementary School 

VVednesday,Jan. 9,2008 
at 1:00 p.m. 

Public welcome! 
To view the agenda for 

this meeting, please refer to 
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_ 

meetings.html 

Islands ltust 
SALT SPRING ISLAND 

LOCAL TRUST 
COMMITTEE NOTICE OF 

BUSINESS MEETING 
The Salt Spring Island Local 
Trust Committee will be meeting 
to consider various matters 
of general business, such as 
applications received, bylaw 
reviews and meeting notes. 

DATE: Thursday, 
Jan.10,2008 

TIME: 1 :00 p.m. 
PLACE: ArtSpring 

100 Jackson Avenue 
Starting at 1:00 p.m., up to 45 
minutes will be available for the 
public to discuss local land use 
matters with the Local Trust 
Committee. Those who wish to 
present a more formal petition, 
or make a delegation to the 
Committee as an Agenda item, 
must advise Islands Trust stall at 
least one week in advance of the 
meeting so that they can be added 
to the beginning of the agenda. 
For information about the agenda, 
please call the Islands Trust at 
537-9144. 

EMPLOYMENT 

50 BUSINESS OPPORTIIHI11Q 
WORK AT HOME ONLINE 
- Start a real home-based 
business. Work when you want. 
Apply online and start today! 
www.wfhbc.com. 

CHAMBER MAID required 
part-time. Must be able to work 
weekends. Reply with referenc­
es/resume to: Dept. #6, c/o The 
Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges 
Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, 
V8K 2V3. 

THISTLE HANDYMAN SERVICES 
No job too big or too small. New 
projects or I can finish what the 
other guy started. Competitive rate. 
Give us a call. 653-9604. 
FRUIT TREE pruning, hedge trim­
ming. Garden clean up and main­
tenance. 15 years experience. Doug 
653-9292. 

THE 
HARDWORKING 

HANDYMEN 
garbage pick-up • hauling 

clean-up • recycling 
lawn mowing • gardening 

brush cutting • hedge trimming 
chain saw work • fire wood 

fencing • small repairs 
and more! 

ON TIME, RELIABLE 
QUICK AND FRIENDLY 

KLAUS 653-9101 

SERVICES 

100 ACCOUtmNG 

FULL SERVICE BOOKKEEPER 
with over 35 years of experience in 
Simply Accounting & Quick Books 

References available. 
Create balance In your life, 

hire a bookkeeper! 
Call 538·0171 

JONATHAN YARDLEY, Architect. 
Islander for 33 years. Custom 
West Coast designs. Person­
alised home renovations. Heri­
tage · conservation. 653-4931. 
www.yardleyarchitect.com. 

LET'S GET 
STARTED! 
Bring your sketches & ideas and 
together we'll design (or upgrade) 

your dream home. Through the use of 
computer-aided drafting, we'll quickly 
produce the working drawings you'll 

take to your contractor. 

PLEASE CALL 

HELSEl DESIGN 
537-1037 
& ask for Jim 

DAVE'S 
ROOF DE·MOSSinG 

• Gutter Cleaning • 
• window Cleaning • 

WCB Covered/Fully Insured 

537-2618 

HARBOUR ASSOCIATION 
OF SALT SPRING ISLAND 

is accepting applications for the full-time 
position of Harbour Manager. 

Resumes may be mailed or submitted to: 
ARIAS, SONGS & COLOUR 

Soprano Patricia Corry from Ger­
many and local artist Leslie Corry 
present a classical concert with 
colourful images, "Canto a Colore". 
Pianist Chris Kodaly. Artspring, Jan­
uary 13, 3pm www.artspring.ca. 
SALT SPRING Singers invites 
new singers to join us for a new 
season starting Tuesday, January 
8 at the Baptist Church. Registra· 
lion at 6:30pm. Practice starts at 
7pm. We are a community choir, 
no auditions, just a love to sing! 
Fnr f11rlhAr infnrm~tinn ohone 

Kich' Yoga Shelby 
Harbour Association of Salt Spring Island, 

Attention Chairman of the Board, 
Ull-5:15 
Teen Yoga 
Shelby 

5:31l·6:45 5:00·6: 15 
Nia·leslie Mixed levels Yoga 

Patritia 
6:30·8:00 

lslartin~eb) Intermediate 
:30·8: Flow 

level2 Yoga Ouistioo 
L .. /Cathy 

5:00·6:00 5:00·6:00 
Nia ·leslie Restorative Yoga 
6:15·7:15 Rupert 
Sunset Slret<h 
Angie From 6:30 on, 

available for 
7:30·8:31l workshops & 
Bellydan<e rentals 
Oriana 

Available for 
workshops ond 
rentals 

Harbour Office, 127 Fulford-Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T9 

harbour@ hassi.ca 
Harhom·-1\utJlority 

FINAL NOTICE 
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PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, 
friends! Enrich a whole lifetime. Pre­
school music class, 3 1/2 to 6 year 
old with companion. Songs, games, 
rhythm, band. 537-5131 Melissa. 

MERCHANDISE 

SEE US FOR A FAST QUOTE 
ON All YOUR BUILDING 

REQUIREMENTS! 

• Flooring 
• Heating 
• Eaves 
• Plumbing 
• Roofing 

For all your building 
requirements, large or small! 

IBisLEGG LUMBER no. 

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 
537-4978 

CALDWELI5 
OAKS PRING 

FARM 
Since 1882 

Currently available: 
• FREE RANGE 

GRAIN-FED PORK 
• FRESH CUT LUMBER 

537-5380 or 537-2152 

[,JjGMf!q[$1§, 
CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS -OPEN 

AGAIN JAN. 4, 2008 
LIONS GARAGE Sale: Fridays & 
Saturdays only 10 am - 12 pm. 
Many household items. Note: We no 
longer offer pickups. We do not ac­
cept appliances. Drop-oils acceptecf 
only on Fri. & Sat. morning. Please, 
no garbage!! 103 Bonnet Ave. 

r=-~35tfMISC~Folfslt! 
\\\\;"""'-"' ;.o;\1'\"'~''.;lll;;"';'.;>\~'""'";;li;• .• ...,,.,.,,.~ ... 

EXPERT CLOCK rep1lir and restora­
tion -antiques my specialty. Free esti­
mates, reasonable rates. Free house 
calls for shut-ins and heavy clocks. 
Mark's Clockworks, 537-0957. 
CHAINSAW, SACHS Dolman, 16" 
model 102. Older, but in excellent 
condition, well maintained. $75. 
653-9263. 
MATIRESS BLOW Out! All '07 
models, all sizes cheap! Holiday 
sale on dressers, hiboys, lowboys, 
beds, desks, bookcases, sofas, 
loveseats, recliners, kitchen/dining 
furniture! No PST/GST on all tools. 
Buy & Save, 9818 4th St. , Sidney. 
Website: buyandsave.ca. Visa, M/C. 

ANTIQUE IMPORTED wrought iron 
fence panels, gates, etc. 70-1 00 
years old. Each piece unique, stock 
always changing. Photos www.is­
landgatesandfences.com. 653-4123. 

DELUX JUICE EXTRACTOR 
Green Star, Twin Gear Model # 
GS1 000. Used only 6 times immedi­
ately after purchase. No longer used 
since that time. Bought at Nature 
Works in Ganges on 04.04.06 Paid 
$800, asking $500 obo. Phone 537-
1379, preferably early evenings. 
TRANSFER HOME movies to DVD: 
16 mm, Super-8, Regular 8 films. 
We do video transfers too: Hi-8, 
8mm, digital 8, mini-DV or dvcam 
to DVD or VHS tape. Foreign con­
versions. SaltSpringSound, 131 
McPhillip_s Ave. 653-0046. 
STORAGE TANKS: water, septic, 
sewage-holding (polyethylene). Eco­
logical systems: sewage-treatment 
plants, effluent filters. Visa, Master­
card, American Express accepted. 
GIS Sales & Rentals, call653-4013. 
I'M BACK! Bulk water delivery and 
waterstorage tanks. Isles West Wa­
ter. 653-4513 Bob. PS thanks Cal. 
HOT TUB for sale. Very basic but good 
condition, 11 OV, or 220V New pump, 
new heater pack,· good cover. $850. 
Incl. delwary and set up. 537-5147. 
HOT TUB ior sale. New, 5 year war­
ranty. 2 person, triangle shape. 30 
jets. synthetic skirting. $3990. 538-
8244, www.gulfislandspas.com. 

SALT SPRING 

MINI STORAGE I 
347 Upper Ganges Road 

''When convenience 
and security 17ZAUer" 

537-5888 

FRASER'S 
THIMBLE FARMS 

175 ARBUTUS )Jf'h 
537-5788 .._,. 

OPEN -,r 
7 DAYS A WEEK ~ 
FROM 9AM • 4:30PM 

It's not too late 
to plant your 
Spring Bulbs 

30%0FF 
ALL BULBS 

25% OFF 
ALL 

Rhododendrons 

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE 

~~1·~~~~ 

classified@gulfislands.net 

ROYA'L 
Proper(_y J\1.rlllt{(J,l"11C!It Ltd. 

Prompt, courteous service since 1990 

NOW SERVING 
SALT SPRING 

Heating Oil, Commercial and Fann Fuels 
76 Lubricants, Tidy Tanks, Pumps & 

Accessories 

WANTED: PHOTO albums, pocket 
type that will hold 6, 4"x6" each side. 
R Ball 537-5623. 

RENTALS 

l~~-~~~IHtJJl!f.,~:i 
LARGE 1 BR., bright, clean and 
modern, ground level suite available 
long-term for quiet adult. Private en­
trance. Vesuvius area. Pastoral view, 
overlooks large pond. W/D, N/S. 
References. $752/mo. Available for 
viewing January 8 to 16. Available 
to rent February 1. 537-6984. 

l::l9:g~ERJ!I[~ctl 
450 SQ. FT. retail space for lease in 
Grace Point Sq. Ground floor. Ex­
cellent opportunity for sales in high 
traffic location. Call 537-9880. 
IN GOVERNMENT bldg, 1357 sq. ft. 
for lease. Can accommodate variety 
of uses. Ample parking, wheel chair 
accessible. Richard, 537-2239. 

SOUTH END 88611 
avail now til Jun 08 
2 bdrm 1 bath 
oceanfront cottage 
acreage 4 appl 
NSNP 
900.00 + % util 

MID ISLAND 105697 
1 bdrm 1bthrm 
avail 1 Jan NS NP 
partial kitchen 
shared Property 
1050.00 + % uti I 

MID ISLAND 105696 
1 bdrm 1 bthrm 
avail 1 Jan 4 appl 
shared Property 
NS NP 
1275.00 + % util 

MID ISLAND 104792 
strata twnhse adult 
2 bdrm 2.5 bthrm 
5 appl gas fireplace 
NS NP elect heat 
1375.00. + Util 

NORTH END 104165 
AvailS Oct 
5 appl gas fireplace 
2 bdrm 2.5 bthrm 
NS NP elect heat 
1975.00. + Util 

See these Homes 
at 

www.royalproperty.ca 

400 SQ. FT. of clean, dry space 
available. Suitable for office, studio, 
storage. $350/mo. 653-237 4. 

·· ]m~imittmmt~'".J 
SPACE WANTED for 26' trailer with 
electricity. Rent and/or work exchange. 
Call Allan 537-2268 or 538-7388. 
CREATIVE, PROFESSIONAL cou­
ple, with 2 year old daughter return­
ing to the island, seeking long term 
rental. Cabin, cottage, small house 
ideal. Excellent references. Please 
call Rap_hael 250-7 43-6919. 

c-··IQ!JIB,lmf.:=l 
ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION 
for the Gulf Islands is a mouse-click 
away. www.gulfislands.net. 

Upper Ganges Village 
Shopping Centre 

.PRIME LOCATION 

UP TO 3300 FT2 

Contact: Ferd Kallstrom 
(250) 701-3591 

TRANSPORTATION 
. 52iHIOUSi'"Rii .i£Nf' , 
'""""··'"'""'·'"""··~ ....... .;;1.';; . , ,;.,, ,..., .~;\\ 

NEAR NEW, one bdrm. ground 

~~r~b~ur~~hqe~e~u~eat~re:e~~~~~~i f: ~JjS.,,AUTOREPA!RS '"" 
person, laundry, $800/mo., hydro. 
incl. NS/NP. Refs. required. Avail. I A I R MILES I 
Jan 1, long term. 537-1970. 
GREEN ACRES Resort, St. Mary 
Lake, fully furnished 2 bdrm cot­
tages from $650/ mo. plus power. 
NP, NS, call 537-2585. 
LARGE 3 BDRM, trailer for rent. 
Newly renovated, new washer, 
dryer, fridge, stove. Available Jan. 
1. $900/month. Call537-6860. 
ONE BEDROOM apartment near 
lake and ocean. Newly remodelled. 
255 Maliview, lower unit. No smok­
ing. $700/month. Available now. 1-
800-842-0814. 

now here! •"--

1 >AYLESS 
we Value the Island· 

COMPLETE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS 

Unleaded Fuels • Diesel 
Tires • Batteries • Accessories 

537-4554 or 537-9300 

Monday·Saturday 8 am - 7 pm 
Sunday 9 am - 6 pm 

Corner of Rainbow Rd. and Jackson Ave. 

ISLAND EXPLORER 
Property Management ltd. & Real Estate Services 

1 bedroom+ den cottage, south end, fully fum., 
sunny, quiet & private location, no pets, avail. Nov. 
1 -May 31 ..................................................... $1075 

2 bedroom suite in Fulford Valley, avail. immed., 
long term ......................................................... $975 

1 bedroom Vesuvius, one person or couple only, 
avail. immed.long term .................................. $950 

2 bedroom trailer in Fulford Valley, avail. immed., 
long term ......................................................... $750 

N 

s 

537-4722 
1·800·800-9492 

E Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded 
management company under the laws of the B.C. Govt. 

MID ISLAND 103665 
month to month 
avail 1 Nov - Feb 
4 appl fireplace 
1 bdrm 1 bthrm 
NSNP 
1125.00+ Util 

NORTH END 79463 
3 bdrm 3 bthrm 
lease assignment 
avail1 Dec 
5 appl NS NP 
1950.00 + Util 

MID ISLAND 98170 
4 bdrm 3 bthrm 
avail12 Sept 
5 appl NS NP 
1700.00 + Util 

MID ISLAND 96927 
2 bdrm 2.5 bthrm 
new exec twnhse 
5 appl gas fire place 
pool/exercise facil 
NS NP 1875.00 + util 

537·5577 
lllltm:~:t~lllt:~§l 
K1G THRMOGLASS Sangster, 
23 ft., 70 H. Mere., caulking, gal­
vanized, trailer. Asking $7000 obo. 
537-1563, Cell 537-6724. 

c:::::mi41:.:BI~r~:::] 
1995 MAZDA Protege, 4dr, stan­
dard, sunroof, 180,000 kms. De­
pendable, powerful, spacious. 
$3400 obo .. 653-9479. 
AUTOLOAN SUPERSTORE AP­
PROVALS!! Huge selection. Cars, 
trucks, SUV's, vans. Free delivery 
BC and AB. You work, you drive. 0 
down programs, best rates. Largest 
family auto lender Western Canada. 
Forget the rest, deal with the best!! 
Good, bad or ugly credit approved!! 
Call 1-866-550-2279 or apply on­
line, www.carvilleautocredit.com . 
##1 IN CREDIT REBUILDING. Need 
a car, truck, van or SUV? Auto credit 
fast. Bad credit! No credit! Bankrupt­
cy! Repossession! No problem. Call 
today and drive away. Call Stepha­
nie, 1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
anywhere - www.autocreditfast.ca. 
NEED A CAR or truck? Good credit, 
bad credit. Want a Visa? #1 success 
rate. Delivery in BC and Alberta. www. 
drivehomenow.com or 888-501-1148. 

THE PERFECT 
ISLAND BIKE 

• "«" Kawasaki 

ffliliJ_z.7nz ar] 
730 Hillside Ave., Victoria 

250·382-8291 

r~ .. ··-&tRDiiS/ix4r:"'"'·] 
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1995 JEEP YJ, 4x4, strong engine, 
body needs wrk, good winter vehicle, 
$3000 abo. Call Dennis 537-4554. 
RED DODGE Dakota pick-up, 1988, 
219,000 km. Good condition, $2800. 
653-9453, Heidi. 
1990 CHEVROLET S1 0 Ext cab., 2 
door 3.4 litre ,V6, standard, 4 x 4. 
Good SSI work truck, 15,000. Km. 
annual average, $3650 abo. Early 
evenings 537-1379. Motivated sell­
er, bought new truck. 
BC'S #1 DIESEL TRUCK SUPER­
STORE. "Zero down I cash back" 
oac. Guaranteed credit approvals. 
Trades, save thousands. Delivery any­
where. 604-897-7797 or 1-877-855-
9499. www.truckbuy.ca, D30209. 

Neil Morie ,.,.,., 
arcnitect 

www.neilmoriearohitect.com 
4, Fulford Marina! 
ph. 6534812 creatl\'e design 

responsi"Velo site 
craft and client 

GULF 
COAST 

MATERIALS 
Serving the Gulf Islands 

Salt Spring, Galiano, 
Mayne, Penders 

WE HAVE SANDBAGS! 
• READY MIX 
• WASHED GRAVEL 
• REINFORCED STEEL 
• BAGGED CEMENT 

537-2611 
345 Rainbow Road 

r ·-~mnwcltSl4i4s''"""'l 
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EX-TRANSIT VEHICLES, mini bus-
es & raised roof vans. Some wheel­
chair lift equipped & diesel powered. 
Starting at $3900. Toll.free: 1-888-
416-9333, local: 604-882-9333. 

Eltl!f!ll!tl!il!f!1 
GOTIA SELL your car, truck, boat, 
RV, trailer or motorcycle? Adver­
tise it in the Driftwood for 8 weeks 
at only $37.95. (Private party ads, 
20 words, 1 vehicle per special, 
must be prepaid.) Call 537-9933 
for details. 
PLEASE NOTE: Too Late to Clas­
sify ads are accepted until1 0:00 am 
Tuesday at the rate of $13.25 for 20 
words or less and 50 cents for each 
additional word. The Driftwood can­
not be responsible for errors or omis­
sions as these ads may not be proof­
read because of time constraint. 

KILN WANTED: 
Large capacity, excellent 
condition, electric ceramic kiln 
wanted. Call 537 4644. 
WANTED: STEREOS, radios, 
amps, speakers, etc.Oid or new, 
653-4458. 
GULF ISLANDS Optical. 50% refund 
on the cost of your eye test when 
you purchase a full set of frames and 
lenses. Lancer Bldg. 537-2648. 
ADULT POOL memberships at 
Summerside. Limited memberships 
available for $1 00/month. Includes 
daily access to our indoor pool and 
exercise area. For more information 
call Julie @ 537-9433. 
WANTED TO buy: firewood logs. Konig 
& Son Firewood. Phone 537-9531. 
SAM ANDERSON Appliance Repair. 
Hot water tank and appliance instal­
lation. Authorized warranty techni­
cian for all makes. Sears authorized 
warranty technician. 537-5268. 

YOU COULD WIN! 
Renew your subscription to the 
Driftwood before Jan 15th, 2008 
and your name will be entered in 
a draw to win a one year lease on 
a 2008 Forester from Saunders 
Subaru! There are also 4 early bird 
draws of $250 gas certificates from 
the Pa,yless, Johnson's, Patterson's 
and Save-on. Drop by the Driftwood 
Monday thru Friday, we're open 
from 8:30 til 4:30, or give us a call 
at 537-9933. Renew today! 

HONEST OL'S 
FIREWOOD 

•GUARANTEED CORD 
Cut, Split & delivered 

•Cedar fence rails 

653-4165 

31 X 10.5 R15LT SPORT KING aft, 
steel radials with good tread on 15" 
Keystone rims. All 4 for only $1500. 
537-6745. 

FEEL MORE ALIVE! 
Join Brenda Akerman for Aquafit 
Classes at the Summerside Pool. 
Aquafit will positively impact your 
body, and your mood. Start each 
day feeling great! Drop in classes $6. 
Regular classes, Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30-
10:30 a.m. and Walking low impact 
classes Mon, Wed, 10:30 -11 :30a.m. 
For more info, call Julie 537-9433. 
400 SQ. FT. of clean, dry space 
available. Suitable for office, studio, 
storage. $350/mo. 653-237 4. 
HOMESTAYS ARE needed for stu­
dents coming in February for our 
international program at GISS. We 
have a boy from Brazil who is an ac­
tive tennis player, a girl from Brazil 
who likes to dance and play sports, 
and a girl from Germany who wish­
es to horseback ride. We also have 
students who are currently here but 
looking for a change. We have a boy 
from Japan wishing to be in a family 
with teenagers and a girl from Korea 
wishing to be with a small family (a 
retired or childless couple would be 
perfect). If your family is interested, 
please contact Sheri as soon as pos­
sible at either swakefield@saltspring. 
com or leave a message at 537-9944 
(218). You can also go on line to www. 
studyincanada.info for more informa-
tion and an application form. · 

THE WARDRROBE 
20-80% OFF EVERYTHING 

End of year clearance sale, Dec. 26-
Jan. 13. Take an additional 20% off 
ticketed price. Thai cotton & Indian 
silk clothing, scarves, bags, & ac­
cessories. Wood, shell, stone & sil­
ver jewelry, tie-dye. 107 Morningside, 
Fulford. Open daily 1 Oam-5pm. 
MEETING: BOARD of Directors of 
Central Community Hall, Tuesday 
Jan. 15, 2008, 7 pm. Public welcome. 
BOOK BUYING resumes Jan. 22: 
Specialized collections, Antiquar­
ian, Salt Spring books. Home visits. 
Sabine's Bookshop, Grace Point. 
538-0025. 
NEW TO Salt Spring? Call Welcome 
Wagon for a Community Visit. Gifts 
& greetings from local businesses. 
Andrea 537-8464. 

SUDOKU 
ANSWER..S 
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DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS - 537-9933 classified@gulfislands.net 

SUDOKU 
SPONSORED BY 

******* 
CINDY 

BROOKS 
537-5515 

******* 
---1111110111111111111111 
ROYAL LePAGE 
---1111111111111111111111 

Salt Spring Realty 

Aries (Mar 21 -Apr 20) 

9 
3 

3 
1 
8 

You will experience the start of a whole new level of power in 2008. 
This may bring with rt added responsibilities. This process will begin 
with more professional and/or public attention backed by an ambi­
tious determination. Refining your skills through practice, study and 
apprenticeship is very likely. You could become more sober and 
disciplined, yet also more cynical or express a dryer wrt and humour 
than you did previously. Others in your life will push you to be more 
accountable somehow. If you heed this with positive response, your 
career should steadily improve and you will gain more confidence, 
reliabilrty and popularity. The key to your-success is to dedicate more 
of your time, energy and locus to special interest groups, clubs or to 
more ~umanrtarian concerns, needs and interests. 

Taurus (Apr 20- May 21) 
You will become more philosophical, spiritual, cultural and aware of 
larger issues this year. You will want to investigate the foundation of 
facts, rational and proof supporting popular claims. You will recognize 
that many traditional beliefs, attrtudes and approaches are outdated. 
This will push you to creatively, and with a due measure of construc­
tive criticism, begin to build a more solid foundation of knowledge 
and factual truth to support a more sustainable foundation in har­
mony with our rapidly changing world. You will see more clearly that 
many are either qurte unaware or deluded by false beliefs. You will be 
challenged to think deeply and with clear vision rather than reactively 
defend the status quo to avert needed change. You may want to 
begin to reconcile the current rift between science and mysticism 
and of the difference between right and left brain thinking tor the sake 
of a more balanced philosophy to live by. 

Gemini (May 21 - Jun 21) 
In 2008, one of your major lessons will be to learn to more fully let 
go and 'let God'. Endings and deaths on one hand and mergers and 
new associations on the other will become increasingly apparent. 
This does not necessarily mean a family member will die, n may hap­
pen; this simply implies a change of status quo somehow. In certain 
respects you could become more famous or infamous. Your home 
life will require more discipline and eftort to organize and manage. 
You may have to face certain fears, so do some inner work to feel 
secure - deeply breathe in the realrty that life is spirit and you are 
an eternal soul. Yet, change is the eternal law. Hold on tightly and let 
go lightly as the flow commands. On the other hand, new coalitions 
begin - powerful mergers and spiritual deepening. Inheritance is 
possible, and who knows you could win the jackpot, but you have to 
play to win. Don't push your luck with the law or court battles without 
clear confidence. 

Cancer (Jun 22- Jul22) 
Big changes on relationship fronts are indicated. These may be 
personal or professional, probably both. New opportunities gain your 
attention and locus. Of course every beginning stems from some­
thing else changing.ls rt your habrtual perspectives or approaches or 
attrtudes, is rt your location in the world or posnion in your company, 
or is rt time to start your own company? Perhaps certain relation­
ships no longer funill you, or you would like to enter into a new rela­
tionship. Is there enough love to make room tor improvement or has 
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your heart moved on? Powerful experiences and expressions could 
be the result of your willingness and abilrty to forge more powerful 
alliances. Learning to improve how to be in relationship with existing 
partners may prove to be the most important and powerful decision 
of all. The real work should probably begin with you; assessing your 
heart and integrity and willingness to negotiate cooperatively and be 
here now - all core life lessons linked to making important decisions. 

Leo (Jul23 - Aug 23) 
Your health will become an important focus tor you in 2008. Would 
you say that you have some health needs or goals? It is important 
that you make rt a priority and invest whatever money and eftort n 
may require. Follow through with appointments and good diet and 
regular exercise as you can. Aim tor a long term program that you 
can sustain, one that you actually like and will not burn out on. 
There are a lot of things we can do to exercise, but sometimes we 
have to exercise to even do those things. Whatever rt takes, is a 
good attnude. This could also prove to be the beginnings of a very 
solid foundation in your life somehow. Perhaps rt is an education or 
choosing to run a business that will lay the ground tor you. Marriage 
is a distinct possibilrty but you are wise to take a very good and clear 
look before you leap. Seeing people as they are wrthout the romantic 
rose coloured glasses and with few expectations and a willingness 
to see your own blind spots and create a conscious relationship with 
someone may be the rainbow you seek. Make yoursen as healthy 
and beautiful as you can. · 

Virgo (Aug 24- Sep 22) 
You are entering into what could prove to be a very powerful and 
creative cycle.lt will require focus and discipline and consistent eftort. 
The other good news is that it could lead to a variety of expressions 
in their own right, or to support a larger focus. Balancing a playful 
interest with a pragmatic approach will do the trick. Your popularity 
is ever changing yet probably rising. Others recognize your earthy 
spiritual nature more. You could become even more committed to 
refining your skills and taking them to a whole new level. It is a practi­
cal destiny and as an earth sign you will absolutely love that, as long 
as you receive the recognition and recompense you feel you have 
earned. Create a healthy, regular rhythm. You will also have to pay 
extra attention to your overall state of health. Make rt a priorrty and 
invest wisely; because, on the other hand, you could be heading tor 
one long series of dramas. You do have the free will to choose how 
you meet your destiny, meet it well! · 

Ubra (Sep 23 - Oct 22) 
Confidence amidst change is a strong theme in 2008. In certain 
respects the old ways don't work, maybe not at all. A proactive yet 
flexible approach is required. Perhaps the work you do no longer 
does it tor you. Perhaps your children are now at school and you 
are considering re-entering the work force. Education, perhaps 
especially by correspondence would sun your mood. Whatever you 
do, building confidence within, despne changes wrthout, may be 
your golden key to victory this year. It seems you have some work 
to do, however. Since you may not feel as energetic as you used to, 
you may be wise to be open to instruction from others to streamline 
your skills development. Gaining the confidence to share knowledge 

Claudia Picks a WINNER! 
Place a classified ad in the Driftwood & your name is 

automatically entered to win a BC49 Lotto ticket. 

THIS WEEK'S WINNER IS 

ROBIN DUPUIS 
Come to The Driftwood office 

to claim your prize! 
328 Lower Ganges Rd 537-9933 

OUL' OSLANDS ootl (Tickets are held for 2 weeks from the 
date of publication. Unclaimed tickets 
will be re-entered to our contest pool.) 

or to take an active lead whether at home or at your workplace is 
also possible. Work on yourself; be aware of your strengths and 
limrtations, your balances and imbalances. Start early in the year to 
be flexible. yet focused. 

Scorpio (Oct 23- Nov 21) 
Variety will become your spioe of choice this year. The biggest issue 
could be the consequences of too much of the spice. Delegating 
your energies and locus with discipline and purpose could lead to 
many new powerful expressions, connections and associations. In 
any case, you will learn to see the world and yoursen in rt in new 
ways. Be open to this, let life coerce you into a more open mind. 
Rewards and retributions are coming in now, subject to your choices 
and actions of the past few years. Perhaps the time has come to get 
to know yoursen better and to give more attention to your creative, 
imaginative and inventive side. Aims tor lame and recognrtion are 
possible, yet you are wise to truly be your own friend. This implies 
respecting your choices and setting intentions to raise your overall 
vibration. The search for a muse, someone or something to inspire 
your imagination, could prove to be a compelling determination. 
Open your mind and eyes and see the world afresh! 

Sagittarius (Nov 22- Dec 21) 
The time has come to exercise some discipline to create a more 
reliable structure in your life. For many the issue is that their life is 
too strlJ(\tured yet for you rt rnay be the other way around. Perhaps 
you simply want a different foundation. This sort of desire can prove 
to be a major undertaking over a long period of time, yet you may 
be in the mood tor just that. You probably have some real work to do 
right now to succeed. The next few years will prove to be very pivotal 
tor you. Will you aim tor a higher road with a more reliable structure, 
or will you take the lower one? Take full responsibility for every 
experience in your life and overcome the demon of blame. Watch 
closely to determine ij rt is distorting your perception. Investment into 
knowledge and skill rather than properly and other weighty holdings 
is likely to be your best bet. You can also learn to invest. If you do, 
remember the environment and support humanistic purpose beyond 
sheer profrt tor the greatest returns. 

Capricorn (Dec 22- Jan 19) 
With Juprter and Pluto both in your sign this year, 
you are on the threshold of massive change and 
transformation. As the sign that represents the 
status quo, you can perhaps see how something 
has to give in the public attitude towards creating 
a sustainable future. The key word is attrtude. A 
new quality of leadership is' being born in you, 
tor better or worse. If you yield to 'mighf as the 
expression of right, things could get intense. Your 
greatest feat would be to promote a clearly lair, 
just, and accountable cause. Be careful of over 
emphasizing the letter of the law, yet use your 
mind in constructive ways. Your greatest chal­
lenge is to keep a very open mind with a will and 
determination to negotiate tor win/win deals.lf you 
are not pursing some form of higher education, 

then consider rt, seriously. A new course of study and interest or 
focus and ambition like a great participation campaign would har­
ness all the power pouring in tor productive re-direction. 

Aquarius (Jan 20- Feb 19) 
A very important and powerful spiritual journey is beginning tor you 
this year. As the sign of humanity, you may notice there is need tor 
that. The good news is that the spirit is where it's at. Still, you will have 
to make extra eftorts to dig deep into your well of optimism and faith 
in your choices and direction. In certain respects you are already 
in the cocoon phase of a metamorphic process. Something has 
already begun and you can never, and will never be qune the same 
again. In fact, you stand to change qurte considerably and ultimately 
tor the better. A new and much more beautiful you awarts, but you 
will have to work tor rt. The work will require that you surrender to the 
extensive changes that must occur and you commit to do whatever 
it takes, reinforced by intelligence, inventiveness and cooperation 
and guided by vision and hope. The time has come tor humanrty to 
recognize itsen as one whole species, and you were born tor this 
spiritual mission. 

Pisces (Feb 20 - Mar 20) -
The time has come to increase your power, popularity and influence, 
yet to also embark upon a conscious soul searching journey. Leave 
it to the Gods to give you this dual task at this powerful turning 
point requiring paradoxical action. The question is how does one 
do rt? The key is to remember and acknowledge that you are a 
soul, connected to a divine source and willing to be guided by your 
heart-ten intuition. Meanwhile, increasing your scope of influence is 
the key to influencing your scope of concern in positive ways. Using 
well earned popularrty is both a privilege and responsibilrty. Not all 
celebrities appreciate the importance of this, yet you can learn to. 
The biggest danger is that you will become fearful and dogmatic and 
righteous, imposing more ~ruth' than wisdom can bear. True leaders 
lead by vision and by example, by what they do and not just by what 
they say On the other hand, words can deceive yet they can also 
heal. Take the lead towards cooperative actions. 
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Pop your ad in here. 
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No messing about. 
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FAAC 
AutomaHc Gate Openers 

Custom Buitt Aluminum Gates 
Tait Technical Solutions 
Authorized Service Technician 

537-5268 
samander@telus.net 

J ust think!! 

THIS COULD BE 
YOUR SPACE 

CALL TODAY 
537-9933 

-a T ext Generation 
.L 11 Homes Inc. 

MoreHouse 
Less Money 

tel 537-2767 
toll free 800.298.9151 

www.NexGenHomes.ca 

SGULF ISLAN~S 
EPTICLm.~ 

"Islanders serving Islanders" since 1963 

• Septic tank pump-outs 
• Electronic tank-locating 

• Emergency service 
18 years service records on file 

653-4013 
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Catering' 
"2'!.J}jf1ner'S I ; 

~'""' -=r~eady 
I 

Deli Trays 
Always Available 

Check out our selection at 
Jana's Bake Shop & Embe Bakery 

Christine Godlonton 

537·0867 
www. din ne rsreadyonsa llspri ng. com 

Gar bye 
PiCkUp 

~~· 
• Licensed Transfer Station 

• Scheduled Pickup 
• Recycling Service 

No Job too Big or Small! 

537-2167 

O ptometrist 

Salt Sprirg 

,yecare 
Dr. Andrea N. Varju 

537-4356 

Totally 
available 

D rycleaners 
• DRAPES • 

• SLEEPING BAGS • 
• QUILTS • DUVETS • 

• WEDDING DRESSES • 

All aspects of fabric care 

SALT SPRING-­
Linen & Dr cleaners 
116 Hereford Ave.· 537-2241 
Tues-Fri Bam-5pm • Sat 9am-4pm 

T EGAL SERVICE 
.LI PLANS 

·:::!~::· 
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For less than $30 a month 
gain access to a North America­

wide network of quality 
attorneys. For info on a 

Pre-Paid Legal membership call 
Nomi, your local Independent 

Associate, for more details: 

537-9299 

P rofessional 
Quality 

Pratt £ Lambert e 
ANPPARA C! 

AT 

'PAINT 
PLUS 

538-5555 

U mqu 
Find your 

unique ad spot 
on this page. 

537-qqJJ 
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SP0RTS & RECREATION 
BASEBALL 

Island-born prospect aims for majors 

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE 

Upcoming baseball star Carter Bell. 

Options look bright 
for young star 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
DRIFTWOOD STAff 

When Salt Spring-born 
Carter Bell looks back on his 
memories of the island, he 
thinks of spending time with 
grandparents, learning how 
to ride a dirt bike and swim­
ming in Cusheon Lake. 

For the most part, Bell's 
memories are not unlike 
those of others who grew 
up on the island. And like 

so many other 17 -year-olds, 
Bell spent part of Christ­
mas break visiting family 
members during a trip to his 
home town last week. 

YetBell, a Grade 12 student 
from Courtenay, is stand­
ing on the brink of great­
ness ahead of the next Major 
League Baseball draft. 

"I've got options and I'm 
looking forward to both of 
them," he said. 

Option one would see 
Bell getting picked up in the 
draft and enter the minor 
leagues as a prospect. If 

that doesn't work out, Bell 
has already signed a letter 
of intent with Oregon State 
University, one of the top 
division-one schools in the 
United States. 

Bell began playing base­
ball shortly after he and his 
family moved to Vancouver 
Island in 1993. He remem­
bers his father throwing balls 
towards him as soon as he 
could walk and he entered 
his first T-hall league by the 
age offour. 

"It may only be T-hall, but 
at least it's a start," he said. 

The new cost of breaking 
traffic laws will make this 

really handy. 

Bell plays shortstop for 
Canada's junior national 
team, the B.C. Selects, and 
Parksville Royals. 

After years of all-star per­
formances in tournaments 
and clinics across North 
America, it was only a mat­
ter of time before people 
began taking note of Bell. 

"You never know who is 
watching," he said. 

It turns out scouts from 20 
of Major League Baseball's 
30 franchises have turned 
up to take a peek. Scouts 
have begun visiting with 
Bell and his family to see if 
the young prospect fits the 
mould of a big-time major 
league player. 

"You have to be a good 
ball player, be smart, have 
good family support and be 
able to make the right deci­
sions," he said. 

Bell has already under­
gone psychological assess­
ment tests and scouts are 
expected to begin "house 
visits" within the next few 
months. 

Bell's progress is 
remarkable considering 
he's grown up in a coun­
try where baseball faces 
tough competition from 
hockey, football and, more 
recently, soccer. 

In the United States and 
Mexico, he said, players 
have the advantage of play­
ing 365 days a year. Despite 
the drawbacks of playing 
up north, B.C. has devel­
oped a solid baseball heri­
tage, including the likes of 
multiple Gold-Glove win­
ner Larry Walker, Oakland 
Athletics' pitcher Rich 
Harden, the Pittsburgh 
Pirates' Jason Bay and Jeff 
Francis of the Colorado 
Rockies. 

"If you want it hard 
enough, you just have to 
keep playing," said Carter. 
"This has been my dream 
since I was a little kid." 

Carter's parents are Dar­
ren and Angie Bell, and 
his grandparents are Blain 
and Julie Matthews of Salt 
Spring Island, and Chuck 
and Elaine Bell, formerly of 
Salt Spring but now living 
in Lac LacHache, B.C. 

ALREADY wishing for 
SUMMER? 

NOT FAR AWAY - when you 
think of it this way: 

LASER treatments 
Spaced 6 weeks apart. 

So Plan NOW! 

*HAIR REMOVAL 
YOUNGER LOOKING SKIN 

LASER can't be administered 
on suntanned skin, 

leaving you with only FALL, 
WINTER, and SPRING for 

treatments. 

Book for a personalized 
doctor's consult @ 

LET'S FACE IT 
537-4066 


