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VILLAGE MARKET

OPEN DAILY 8am - 9pm

10% off Tuesdays
(some restrictions apply)

Closer to the Community

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and operated

Christmas HoursChristmas Hours
Dec. 24 8 am-6 pm • Dec. 25 closed
Dec. 26 closed • Dec. 31 8 am-6 pm

Jan 1 closed
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CALL GAIL, SEAN OR CHRIS IF YOU 

SEE NEWS HAPPENING  - 250-537-9933

VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

We’re all about the Islands
• 6 scheduled fl ights daily between 

Ganges and Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane 

fl eet in Canada
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to 

main YVR terminal and bus exchange
• Frequent fl yer discount
• Charter fl ights available to other 

destinations, including USA.

For scheduled fl ight info call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com

Our Islands. Our World.

AT

SALT SPRING
ISLAND

GANGES
HARBOR

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

SEAIRSEAIR
TERMINALTERMINAL

S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

BOOK YOUR FLIGHT ON-LINE AND SAVE 
$6.00 ON A RETURN TRIP AIRFARE.(Ganges Vancouver) As low as $74 each way +GST

Tide Tables
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Pacific Standard Time – measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT
537-4202122 Upper Ganges Rd. at  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm

the head of Ganges Harbour  Saturdays 9:00am - 4:00pm

19 01:48  2.4  7.9   
WE 04:54  2.3  7.5   
 11:35  3.5  11.5   
 19:21  0.8  2.6   

20 03:29  2.8  9.2   
TH 06:11  2.7  8.9   
 11:59  3.5  11.5   
 19:59  0.4  1.3   

21 04:32  3.2  10.5   
FR 07:32  3.0  9.8   
 12:29  3.5  11.5   
 20:41  0.1  0.3  

22 05:22  3.4  11.2   
SA 08:51  3.2  10.5   
 13:08  3.5  11.5   
 21:24  -0.1  -0.3   

23 06:07  3.6  11.8   

SU 10:05  3.3  10.8   
 13:56  3.5  11.5   
 22:10  -0.2  -0.7   

24 06:49  3.7  12.1   
MO 11:14  3.2  10.5   
 14:49  3.4  11.2   
 22:56  -0.1  -0.3   

25 07:28  3.7  12.1   
TU 12:20  3.1  10.2   
 15:43  3.3  10.8   
 23:41  0.0  0.0

   

DECEMBER

Barry, Eric, 
Bob and Rolf

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year from the 
management and staff of 
Harbours End Marine

Closed 
Saturday, Dec. 22

Re-opening 
Wed., Jan. 2, 2008
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163 Bayview Road in Vesuvius

Jewellery Party
“I shared my facial restrictions with Wendy and in
10 minutes chose 2 frames - so easy. Love both pairs, 
thanks Wendy, super service.” CAYT HOPFNER

TUES.-FRI. 10AM - 5PM  /  OFFICE: 537-2648
in the Lancer Building, Ganges

GULF ISLANDS 

OPTICAL

R

Happy Holidays to all from Richard and Wendy

CHRISTMAS EVE - DEC. 24   

6:00 pm Children’s Pageant Our Lady of Grace
7:00 pm (Carols at 6:30 pm) Our Lady of Grace

11:00 pm (Carols at 10:00 pm) St. Paul's (Fulford)
CHRISTMAS DAY - DEC. 25

10:00 am Our Lady of Grace 
NEW YEAR’S EVE - DEC. 31 

10:00 pm (Adoration) Our Lady of Grace
11:00 pm (Candlelight Mass) Our Lady of Grace

NEW YEAR’S DAY - JAN. 1
 8:00 am St. Paul's (Fulford)  •  10:00 am Our Lady of Grace

Christmas & New Year Masses

OUR LADY OF GRACE

ST. PAUL’S PARISH
Roman Catholic Church

135 DRAKE ROAD

AND

Everyone 
Welcome!

To my valued clients, colleagues and friends, thank you for your 
referrals and continued support, and may you be surrounded 

by loving family and friends this special season. 
Have a healthy and prosperous 2008!

Kerry Chalmers 537-5515
Salt Spring Realty                      www.saltspringrealty.com

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Public support credited for man’s release
Canadian set free 

after eight months 

in Dubai jail

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring woman who 
took an active role cam-
paigning for the release of 
Bert Tatham from a Dubai 
jail is relieved to know he’s 
arrived home in time for 
Christmas. 

Tatham, 36, arrived in 
Toronto on Tuesday night, 
two days after authori-
ties released him and 377 
other prisoners as part of an 
amnesty held in conjunc-
tion with the Islamic holiday 
of Eid al-Adha. Two other 
Canadian citizens were 
among those released.

“It’s a good news story,” 
said Salt Spring resident 
Amanda Spottiswoode, the 
mother of Bert Tatham’s 
partner Sarah Gilmer, 28, of 
Victoria. “There are so many 
bad news stories out there 
and this is a nice change.” 

Tatham was arrested at 
the Dubai airport last sum-
mer while on his way home 

from Afghanistan, where he 
worked with a U.S.-based 
non-governmental organiza-
tion teaching farmers about 
alternatives to poppy produc-
tion.

Dubai authorities sen-
tenced Tatham to four years 
in prison after customs 
agents found trace amounts 
of Hashish and a pair of two-
year-old poppies in his pos-
session. Tatham, his family 
and  supporters maintain the 
hashish became attached to 
him because of the nature 
of his work in rural areas 
around Kandahar.

The two “inert poppy 
husks” were intended as 
props to educate Canadians 
about the Afghan poppy sup-
ply and associated heroine 
trade, Spottiswoode said.

“You could probably get 
more poppies from a poppy 
seed muffi n,” she added.

Within days of sending 
out a mass e-mail, Spottis-
woode was overwhelmed by 
the response from other Salt 
Springers offering moral and 
practical support.

“Dozens of the responses 
were from people I’d even 
forgotten were on the list,” 

she said.
Spottiswoode last saw 

Ta t h a m  t w o  s u m m e r s 
ago while sailing with her 
daughter in the waters sur-
rounding Salt Spring Island.

“He has a genuine desire 
to help people living in the 
most desperate conditions,” 
she said.

In a statement released 
Monday evening, Canada’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Maxime Bernier said the 
amnesty marked a positive 
step in relations between 
Canada and the United Arab 
Emirates.

“We welcome this act of 
goodwill by the government 
of Dubai. Canada highly 
values its friendship with 
the U.A.E.,” he said. “Grow-
ing commercial ties and an 
expanding political dialogue 
give the relationship impor-
tant depth.”

Despite the government’s 
best efforts, Spottiswoode 
said, she and many others 
believe the federal govern-
ment could have done a lot 
more much sooner to secure 
Tatham’s release.

“I think that we have 
a rather naive trust in the 

Canadian government, but 
they really didn’t do every-
thing they could do,” Spot-
tiswoode said.

Notes of congratulations 
on www.freebert.ca, a web-
site designed to raise aware-
ness about Tatham’s plight, 
came rushing in once news 
of his release was confi rmed 
by the government on Mon-
day.

Some echoed Spottis-
woode’s frustration with 
Canada’s response. 

“This freedom comes sole-
ly because of the interven-
tion of Dubai’s head of state 
and under no circumstances 
should anyone have any 
delusions that his freedom 
was a result of Canada’s so-
called ‘new government’ or 
its members,” reads a com-
ment posted on December 
17. “If that were the case, Bert 
would still be imprisoned.”

Precisely how Tatham 
reacts upon his return and 
his plans for the future are 
uncertain, according to 
Spottiswoode.

“He’s angry,” she said. “We 
can’t expect it to be plain 
sailing, but at least he’s 
here.”

Library offers partial service for now
Repairs to fi nish in January

Library doors reopened to the pub-
lic Monday morning, two weeks after 
a severe winter storm damaged the 
building’s roof and main fl oor. 

“Everyone coming in seems real-
ly happy that we’re open again,” said 
librarian Marilyn Ming Tuesday.

The list of services offered at the 

library includes most non-fi ction titles, 
computer access, DVDs, magazine and 
newspapers, and some fiction titles. 
All new books and reference materials 
remain available.

Ming said she is hopeful the chil-
dren’s section may be reopened by 
December 21. 

Repairs will not be fi nished until roof-
ers arrive in early January, Ming said. 

She said total costs paid by the 
library’s insurance company have not 
yet been released but noted the library 
is responsible for a $2,500 deductible.

Overdue items returned between 
now and the end of the year will incur 
no fi nes. The library closes at 1 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve days. 
No service will be available on Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.

SALT SPRING LIBRARY
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Holiday 
deadlines 

Driftwood readers who 
rely on the paper to spread 
the word about events they 
want to publicize should 
be aware of early deadlines 
affecting the next two issues 
of the Driftwood.

Rather than press releas-
es, letters, Rants & Roses or 
What’s On Calendar items 
being accepted as late as the 
Monday before Wednesday 
publication dates, they must 
be received by the Driftwood 
offi ce no later than 10 a.m. 

on Friday, December 21 for 
the December 26 paper, and 
by the same time on Friday, 
December 28 for the Janu-
ary 2 issue. 

The Weekender will be 
published on its usual 
schedule, i.e. going to press 
on Thursday afternoons.

Advertising deadlines 
for both the Driftwood and 
Weekender are also changed 
for the next two weeks. 
See the ad in this issue for 
details, or call the Driftwood 
offi ce at 537-9933.

If a major news event occurs, 
visit the Driftwood’s website at 
www.gulfi slands.net.

$10 million 
for repairs

The Capital Regional Dis-
trict (CRD) aims to spend 
$10.6 million repairing the 
emergency communica-
tions service in the region, 
which will vastly improve 
the system, says Salt Spring’s 
fi re chief.

In 2003, the Capital Region 
Emergency Service Telecom-
munications (CREST) came 
online, providing radio com-
munication for police, fi re, 
ambulance, military and 
transit crews in the CRD. 

However, users complained 
the service often cut out or 
transmitted weak signals in 
certain areas.

Salt Spring Fire Chief 
Dave Enfield said parts of 
the island are also affected 
with no service available 
through CREST. Enfi eld said 
the department currently 
uses a back-up system in 
case the service fails.

With the anomalies in 
radio transmission, Enfi eld 
is looking forward to the 
improvements in the CREST 
service.

“I’ve been a proponent 
from the start,” he said.

Approximately 36 orga-
nizations and 1,800 users 
rely on the CREST system. 
Improvements to the ser-
vice include installing 16 
new transmitters through-
out the region by June 2008 
to boost the signal to 97 per 
cent reliability in the radio 
coverage area.

The contact for making 
the improvements is with 
Motorola, the original sys-
tem provider. To ensure the 
system will meet public 
safety standards, the con-
tact includes performance 
standards, remedies for 
non-compliance and third-

party testing, states a recent 
press release.

CREST board chairman 
Hy Freedman said the 
improvements will affect all 
user areas.

“We want to provide the 
best radio coverage possible,” 
he said. “As long as I’m voted 
as chair I will certainly con-
tinue going in that direction.”

T h e  C R E S T  s y s t e m 
upgrade will be partly fund-
ed by a levy on telephone 
landlines in the CRD.

Municipal representatives 
in the CRD plan to vote on 
the CREST system upgrade 
contract January 10.

News briefs

Heads up!
Gary’s Christmas Dinner
December 25 
Meaden Hall, noon

ENVIRONMENT

Regional district folds on plastic bag ban proposal
Salt Spring 
needs 
alternatives

BY CHRIS STEPHENSON
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

One woman’s campaign 
to ban plastic bags in the 
Capital Regional District 
(CRD) was shot down last 
week by the CRD’s Solid 
Waste Advisory Committee 
(SWAC) in Victoria, which 
doesn’t have the jurisdic-
tion to prohibit the product 
in retail stores.

Anke Bergner, solid waste 
planner for the Environ-
mental Services depart-
ment, said while the CRD 
has no jurisdiction over 
banning bags at  retai l 
stores, the CRD’s SWAC 
will support education to 
reduce the use of bags in 
the district. 

“We’re leaning towards 
reductions and to provide 
alternatives,” she said.

Some of those CRD alter-
natives include creating a 
separate web page on the 
district’s website listing 
options to plastic-bag use 
and adding information 
to the new recycling guide 
for the CRD, states a SWAC 
report.

Despite the CRD’s step 
to reduce the use of plastic 
bags, Lana Popham, who 
is lobbying for the ban 
from her home in Sannich, 
said the CRD is simply not 
taking ownership of the 
issue. 

She said many municipal-
ities in the CRD informed 

her a decision to ban plastic 
bags could only be made by 
the district. However, when 
she met with SWAC mem-
bers last Thursday in Victo-
ria they told her the issue 
was up to individual munic-
ipalities. 

“It’s so silly no one is in 
charge of random litter,” she 
said.

Popham said she’s now 
more determined than ever 
to get her message out that 
plastic bags are a huge and 
unnecessary detriment to 
the environment.

In Popham’s presentation 
to SWAC, she said a large 
amount of oil is wasted in 
the production of plastic 
bags.

“A statistic from the U.S. 
is that is takes 12 million 
barrels of oil to make the 
bags that the U.S. con-
sumes annually. Here in 
Canada an average fam-
ily of four uses 1,000 plas-
tic bags per year,” states a 
copy of her presentation to 
SWAC members.

She also pointed out that 
plastic bags are harmful to 
marine life. 

“Floating plastic bags 
look like jellyfish to sea 
turtles. Dolphins, seals and 
whales will also eat plastic 
and, with a false sense of 
fullness, often die of starva-
tion. When plastic breaks 
down into smaller pieces, 
smaller birds and fish eat 
it.”

Popham said an alterna-
tive action like using a cloth 
bag when shopping is a sim-
ple way to reduce the use of 
plastic.

“It’s such an easy target.” 

On Salt  Spring,  Clare 
Cullen, business account 
manager  at  the  Is land 
Savings Credit Union, is 
all for a plastic bag ban. 
Cullen has thought about 
how to implement a plan 
on the island, but has yet 
to start an active cam-
paign. 

“I intend to put together 
a proposal for Salt Spring 
Island, but have yet to do 
so,” she said via e-mail.

She said consultation 
with businesses such as 
grocery stores and larger 
retail outlets is essential to 
achieve a significant reduc-
tion in the use of plastic 
bags.

“ T h e  k e y  i s  o f f e r i n g 
options to shoppers, such 
as affordable and attrac-
tive cloth bags,  boxes, 
home or office delivery 
options.”

Stores such as Thrifty 
Foods and Ganges Vi l-
lage Market (GVM) have 
already taken a step in the 
right direction, she said.

“Thriftys and GVM offer 
the re-usable shopping bags 
at a reasonable price, which 
is great.”

She said now what she 
needs is support from the 
community to get the ball 
rolling.

Those interested in imple-
menting alternatives to 
plastic bags on Salt Spring 
can contact Cullen at c_cul-
len@telus.net. 

In March 2007, San Fran-
cisco became the fi rst U.S. 
city to adopt a plastic bag 
ban, followed by the Cana-
dian town of Leaf Rapids, 
Manitoba. 

 PHOTO BY CHRIS STEPHENSON

Christy Cook carries a full load of groceries outside of GVM in cloth bags. She’s surprised more 

people don’t opt for an alternative to plastic bags.
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537-1730
MAFALDAMAFALDA  
Hoogerdyk 537-17HoogererdydyyykHooggggererdydyyyyk

oceanswest@telus.net Grace Point Square

Merry Christmas
and Best Wishes
for the New Year

Martin Hoogerdyk
Certified Financial Planner

Rocky Kinahan
Administrative Assistant 537-1730

GRACE POINT SQUARE
mhoogerdyk@berkshire.ca

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year!

“THE LOCAL”
locally owned, locally operated 

#108-149 Fulford-Ganges Road
Open 9 AM - 11 PM Daily

537-9463 store  /  537-9485 bar

...and in THE LOCAL PUB
Thurs.  ...................The Local 649 is $50. Be in to win!

Fri.  ................ It’s a Piper’s Payday! Join us at Appie hour!

Sat. ................ ‘Nucks and Natchos.  Free natchos @ 5:30

Sun. ...............Big screen High Def Sports all day

Xmas Eve ......How ‘bout a drink when your shopping is done?

Xmas ...............Show and Tell. Noon to 6 pm. Bring your favourite gift.

Boxing Day ...Need to get out of the house?DJ’s Cassidy & Virgil start at 7pm. 

Inlaws/friends/kids/
neighbours tap your 

wine cellar?
We’ll be OPEN for all your entertaining needs:

Dec. 24th 9 am - 11 pm / Dec. 25th noon - 6 pm

Dec. 26th 9 am - 11 pm

 Free WIFI. Bring your wireless to 
sip & surf!

Advertising Deadlines
Please note the Driftwood offi ce will be closed

Saturday December 22nd to Wednesday December 26th
The Driftwood offi ce will be open

Thursday December 27th from 8:30am - 4:30pm
Deadlines for the Driftwood
Wednesday December 26th

Display deadline: Thursday, December 20th, 10am
Classified deadline: Thursday, December 20th, 4pm
Too late too classify: Friday, December 21st, 10am

Deadines for the Weekender
Friday December 28th

Display deadline: Thursday, December 27th, 10am
Classified deadline: Thursday, December 27th, 10am

Deadlines for the Driftwood
Wednesday January 2nd

Display deadline: Thursday, December 27th, 10am
Classified deadline: Thursday, December 27th, 4pm

Too late too classify: Friday, December 28, 10am

Deadlines for the Weekender
Friday January 4th

Display deadline: Wednesday, January 2nd, 10am
Classified deadline: Wednesday, January 2nd, 2pm

Our offi ce will be closed Tuesday January 1st.
537-9933   driftwood@gulfi slands.net

BUDIMCIC CASE

Witness recalls Croatian war
Recounts day in question 

with Josip Budimcic

BY MITCHELL SHERRIN
Driftwood Contributor

Testimony from the fi nal witness in 
an Immigration and Refugee Board 
(IRB) hearing for Josip Budimcic 
added complexity to both sides of an 
argument that will decide whether 
the island man remains in Canada 
or returns to Croatia following a war-
crimes trial in absentia that convicted 
him with a 15-year jail sentence.

Canada Border Services Agency 
(CBSA) counsel contends that Budim-
cic withheld information or misrepre-
sented himself as a refugee to Canada.

But fellow Croatian refugee Nedeljko 
Bosanac offered translated testimo-
ny to the IRB hearing that had mixed 
value for Budimcic.

On the one hand, Bosanac painted 
a very similar picture to that described 
by Budimcic of escalating hostilities in 
Croatia in 1990-1991.

Like Budimcic, Bosanac described 
problems with mixed marriages 
between the two ethnic sides of the 
conflict in former Yugoslavia, since 
Bosanac’s family was Serbian and his 
wife’s family was Croatian.

“[Extremist Croatians] were talking 
against Serbs and [Croatian president] 
Franjo Tudjman himself said he was 
happy his wife was not a Jew or a Ser-
bian. I saw it on TV.”

And Bosanac, a retired prison guard, 
escaped from the developing war in 
Croatia with his family to Belgrade, just 
as Budimcic had done in July 1991.

But unlike Budimcic’s testimony, 
Bosanac described how he volunteered 
to return to the war zone at Tenja, near 
the Battle of Vukovar in September 1991.

“I can’t live in Serbia and have my 
house in Tenja and not be in the war 
and help where my house was. Nobody 
liked us in Belgrade either.”

Unlike Budimcic, who claimed he 
didn’t want to fi ght for either the Croa-
tians or the Yugoslavian Nationalist 
Army, Bosanac had no qualms telling 
the hearing that he took sides during 
the war.

CBSA counsel  Ron Yamauchi 
prompted Bosanac, “You must have 
hated [the Croatian extremists].”

He replied, “The same as they hated 
us. It was war.”

Bosanac testifi ed that both he and 
Budimcic carried weapons during 
guard duty in a farm house near a Cro-
atian position, contrary to Budimcic’s 
earlier testimony that he never had a 
weapon.

“Sometimes [Croatian soldiers] 
would sneak up in the day, but mostly 
at night. They would shoot at us and we 
would shoot at them,” Bosanac said.

But in favour of Budimcic, Bosanac 
placed himself at an incident where 
Budimcic was later accused of tortur-
ing and executing Croatian prisoners 
of war (POWs).

Corroborating Budimcic’s testimony, 
Bosanac described how the two men 
stopped to chat with a dozen POWs 
during an unarmed drive between two 
towns near the front line in a Renault 
passenger car in October 1991.

According to Bosanac, they each rec-
ognized two men from their own vil-
lage, they talked with the men politely 
and then drove away.

“I do not feel guilty of anything and 
neither is Josip. If there is a God in jus-
tice, there is nothing they can do.”

Observers at the IRB hearing learned 
that the Croatian POWs later alleged 
they were tortured, several men from 

the group were executed and the 
remainder spent 60 days in a “concen-
tration camp” after their meeting with 
Budimcic and Bosanac that day.

In addition to events described dur-

ing Budimcic’s testimony, Bosanac 
added that he witnessed one of the 
Croatians being sprayed by “nerve 
gas.”

“At fi rst, I thought they were crying 
because they were afraid. When I saw 
the last man in the row get sprayed, I 
thought they were all sprayed.”

Bosanac’s testimony was so vivid 
that IRB presiding member Ross Pattee 
marvelled at his remarkable recall of 
events from 16 years ago.

“One does not forget such things. 
You remember this for all your life. 
There was shooting; you didn’t know if 
a [mortar shell] was going to drop on 
your car; seeing people captured. You 
don’t forget this.”

Pattee will accept written submis-
sions from counsel until the end of 
December and intends to make a deci-
sion about Budimcic’s refugee status 
sometime in the new year.

“There was shooting; you 

didn’t know if a [mortar 

shell] was going to drop on 

your car; seeing people cap-

tured. You don’t forget this.”

NEDELJKO BASANAC
Former Croatian

IRB won’t rush for Budimcic outcome
Don’t hold your breath if 

you’re waiting for the out-
come of the Josip Budimcic 
hearing.

New controversial issues 
were still being introduced 
late in the public portion of 
Immigration and Refugee 
Board (IRB) proceedings on 
December 11 and IRB pre-
siding member Ross Pat-
tee announced he would 
accept additional written 
submissions until the end of 
December.

Consequently, Budimcic 
might have to wait weeks, 

months or even years before 
he learns whether he must 
return to Croatia to face a 
15-year sentence issued in 
absentia for war crimes.

Concluding remarks at 
the IRB hearing, originally 
scheduled for December 10, 
were put off indefi nitely as 
more and more evidence 
swelled several phone-
book-sized fi les during the 
hearing.

“We can’t make closing 
remarks until all the evi-
dence is in,” said Budimcic 
counsel Dennis McCrea.

Pattee doesn’t expect to 
decide on whether Budim-
cic can maintain his refugee 
protection and remain in 
Canada until some time in 
the new year.

“I will provide a written 
submission in due course. It 
won’t happen overnight.”

But once a decision has 
been offered, the matter will 
likely be appealed by oppos-
ing counsel, postulated IRB 
tribunal officer Mumtaz 
Rama.

One issue adding com-
plexity to the case is that 

the Canadian Border Ser-
vices Agency (CBSA) wishes 
to investigate the Austra-
lian immigration forms of 
Budimcic’s witness Nedeljko 
Bosanac, who left Croatia as 
a refugee in 1998.

The CBSA wants to exam-
ine Bosanac’s papers to see 
if they corroborate testi-
mony that he accompanied 
Budimcic with the Yugo-
slavian Territorial Defense 
Force in September and 
October 1991 during the 
Croatian War for Indepen-
dence.
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NOVEMBERWINNER:Richard Magnusson

HERE IS OUR SCHEDULE
VALID FROM DEC. 1ST TO JAN. 14TH, 2008 
Direct Ganges to Downtown
Direct Ganges to Van airport
7:55 am Mon-Sat & 10:45 am Sun-Fri
2:25 pm Every Day
 
Direct Van airport to Ganges
9:00 am Mon-Sat   & 11:50 am Sun-Fri
3:30 pm Every Day
 
Direct Downtown to Ganges
8:45 am Mon-Sat & 11:35 am Sun-Fri
3:15 pm Every Day

 

Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

David Waddington
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Specailizing In Small Business

Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

QuickBooks Setup and Training

 Specializing In Small Business

$15  $25  $30

Dine Out

terra firma 
BUILDERS LTD.
www.sirewall.com

537-9355

10am-5:30pm Mon-Sat, 12pm-4pm Sun
#3 - 121 McPhillips Ave. Tel: (250) 537-2330

Merry Christmas from all of us at BSide.
See you at the Boxing Day sale!

S A LT  S P R I N G

MINI STORAGE
5 3 7 - 4 7 2 2

BUDIMCIC CASE

IRB hearing reveals secretive CBSA acts
Australian witness’ 

immigration papers 

requested by 

government

BY MITCHELL SHERRIN
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Immigration and Refu-
gee Board (IRB) presiding 
member Ross Pattee has 
struggled with irregularities 
during a hearing to deter-
mine the refugee status and 
citizenship of islander Josip 
Budimcic.

Within the fi rst day of the 
hearing, Pattee voiced dis-
pleasure that counsel from 
the Canadian Border Ser-
vices Agency (CBSA) with-
held fi les from the IRB that 
could have a direct impact 
on Budimcic’s case.

“The issue is that I don’t 
have the full fi le in front of 
me and that’s been an issue 
for fi ve months now. It’s [the 
CBSA who is] determining 
what is disclosable and it 
should be the IRB member 
who makes that determina-
tion by looking at the fi le in 
camera.”

But CBSA counsel Jesse 
Davidson and Ron Yamauchi 
would not submit a ratio-
nale of why the Budimcic fi le 
was not culled as per stan-
dard procedure, they would 
not divulge items from the 
Budimcic file subsequent 
to their investigation and 
they would not share with 
IRB some RCMP testimony 
that was utilized by defence 
counsel.

But when retired RCMP 
officer Lee McColl (of Salt 
Spring) used RCMP reports 
from 2001 (withheld from 
the IRB) to comment on 
shoddy investigation proce-
dures in Croatia as an expert 
witness for Budimcic, the 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Back at work on Salt Spring after his hearing last week, Joe “Somebody” Budimcic was seen 

hanging up Christmas lights in Ganges.

CBSA took objection.
“A foot of material was in 

front of me and you didn’t 
produce it,” Pattee said to 
CBSA counsel.

“Everything that needs to 
be heard will be heard.”

Pattee recommended that 
either party enter the RCMP 
documents as evidence. But 
the CBSA was not interest-
ed in submitting the docu-
ments as part of their case 
and defence counsel Dennis 
McCrea was reluctant to foot 
the $5,000 translation bill.

On the last day of public 
submissions in the hearing, 
Pattee was challenged by a 
CBSA request for the Aus-
tralian immigration papers 
of Budimcic’s star witness 
Nedeljko Bosanac.

“Is there an obligation 
for the tribunal to at least 
provide the witness with the 
opportunity to have coun-
sel?” Pattee asked.

Bosanac appeared ready 
to give consent to the CBSA 
to access the forms, but Pat-

tee expressed concern about 
protecting the Australian 
citizen’s rights.

“One thing I’m a bit wor-
ried about is that if this 
inquiry goes ahead, it can 
only be regarding his testi-
mony and not for anything 
else. And if it were found to 
be used for something else, 
it would be pretty ugly,” Pat-
tee said.

But then, based on David-
son’s comments, Pattee 
asked if the CBSA already 
possessed Bosanac’s file, 
without his consent.

“We can’t divulge that,” 
Davidson said.

Pattee appeared alarmed.
“I’m calling a break and I 

think you’d better call a law-
yer,” Pattee said to David-
son.

By the end of the public 
hearing, Pattee requested 
written submissions from 
both the CBSA and Budim-
cic’s lawyer Dennis McCrea 
regarding Bosanac’s rights 
to fair counsel in Canada.

FIRE DISTRICT

Fire district mum on incorporation
Fire trustees will respond but provide no 

concrete answers to an Islanders for Self-
Government (ISG) request the department 
support incorporation.

“This is inappropriate and not our busi-
ness,” said Michael Schubart, chair of the 
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District, 
during the board’s monthly meeting Mon-
day evening. “If the powers that be decide 
to move towards incorporation, that’s their 
decision.”

Discussion was based on a letter addressed 
to trustees from ISG president Ken Marr. At 

the fi re district’s November meeting, Marr 
said trustees could help the department 
fulfi ll its mandate more effectively if they 
passed a motion acknowledging formal sup-
port of incorporation.

Fire trustee Tony Kennedy suggested the 
board take a “wait and see” attitude on the 
matter.

“I do think it is a fundamental issue that 
the [fire] chief is not allowed to enforce 
many of the bylaws passed by trustees,” he 
said. “I think this is a safety issue on the 
island.”
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  SIDNEY AUTO SALES
Friendly

Downtown Sidney
Corner of 4th & Bevan ...so close to great savings!

2007 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
loaded, stowed seats, only 19k .....$19,995

NEW STOCK

CASH FOR CARS! Car buyer on duty
Phone: 655-0611  Fax: 655-0612

2007 TOYOTA COROLLA
17k ....................................$15,995

2007 CHEV 3/4 CARGO VAN
17k ................................  $22,995

2007 CHEV 1/2 TON CREW CAB 4X4
12k .....................................$29,995

2003 PONTIAC MONTANA, 46k ..................................................... $10,995
2007 CHEVROLET COBALT, 18k ................................................... $11,995
2007 CHEV CARGO EXTENDED VAN ........................................... $26,995
2006 FORD TAURUS, loaded .......................................................... $10,995
2004 FORD FOCUS WAGON, loaded ............................................. $10,995
2004 TOYOTA ECHO, 51k ................................................................ $10,995
2002 CHEV CAVALIER, 50k .............................................................. $7,995

IN
MINT

SHAPE!
New 

price!

GARY MASON

gmason@threepointmotors.com

Thank you for your patronage
Best Wishes 

for the Holiday Season

±

 On behalf of our clients, we have made donations 
to the Salt Spring Island Food Bank and Toy Fund

www.gulfi slandsrealestate.com

Kelly Regen
(1-888) 537-5515

kellyr@saltspring.com

Donna Regen
(1-800) 537-1201

donnare@shaw.ca

COURT DOCKET

Road maintenance defence
part of Ganges court day
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A 26-year-old Salt Spring 
man is prohibited from 
driving for 12 months and 
must pay a $600 fine after 
pleading guilty in Ganges 
Provincial Court last week to 
impaired driving.

The charge against David 
Cooper stems from a Sep-
tember 16 incident when 
RCMP officers noticed a 
vehicle trying to evade  a 
police roadblock near the 
corner of Fulford-Ganges 
Road and Seaview Avenue.

When police caught up with 
and pulled over the vehicle at 
1:15 a.m., Cooper was “slow 
to respond” and “unwilling 
to make eye contact” with 
offi cers, Crown counsel Barb 
Penty told the court.

After police detected a 
“strong odour of alcohol” 
and Cooper failed a road-
side screening device, he 
was taken to the Salt Spring 
RCMP detachment and pro-
vided blood-alcohol sam-
ples of 0.130 and 0.120.

Cooper told police he was 
in the process of driving his 
girlfriend home from a Gan-
ges bar after they failed to 
obtain a taxi. 

“There’s no public transit 
and it’s hard to get a cab at 
that time of night,” he said. 

Though Cooper had no 
criminal history, Penty indi-
cated he had received five 
prior 24-hour driving pro-
hibitions.

Jail time served 
for fi re-stick feud

A Salt Spring Island man 
was sentenced to four 

months in jail after plead-
ing guilty to an aggravated 
assault which sent a young 
man to Lady Minto Hospital 
in August.

Despite the sentence, 
Adrian Good, 20, will not 
have to serve any more jail 
time as the presiding judge 
awarded him double credit 
for the two months Good 
spent incarcerated at the 
Wilkinson Road facility 
immediately following his 
arrest on August 7, 2007.

“That was one of  the 
hardest parts of my life,” 
Good told the judge. “It 
gave me a lot of time to 
t h i n k  a b o u t  w h a t  I ’m 
doing and how I can avoid 
getting into that situa-
tion again. I have a bright 
future ahead of me and 
any more jail time would 
not be useful.”

Court heard an argu-
ment broke out after Good 
stepped on a set of the vic-
tim’s fire sticks during a 
party at Beaver Point Hall 
on August 5. 

The victim was taken to 
hospital with nose and eye 
injuries after Good punched 
him in the face.

J u s t i c e  M i k e  H u b -
bard credited Good for 
time served in view of the 
young man’s plans to com-
plete high school, attend 
Malaspina College and “get 
on with life.”

“You’re a strong young 
man and you have to be 
careful about how you 
behave yourself,” Justice 
Hubbard said.

Good received an addi-
tional 12 months of proba-

tion and must perform 35 
hours of community service 
after police found him in 
violation of conditions of a 
court-imposed curfew on 
Saturday, December 9.

Ticket appeal 
highlights bad 
roads

A Salt Spring man suc-
cessfully contested a traffi c 
violation on a technicality 
despite a half-hour defence 
centred on the poor state of 
the island’s roads.

Lawyer John Davies was 
issued a ticket for crossing 
the double-yellow centre line 
along Fulford-Ganges Road 
after he lost control of his 
vehicle and crashed into a 
ditch near the Cusheon Lake 
turnoff early on the morning 
of November 17, 2006.

Davies contested the tick-
et on the grounds that poor 
lighting, a lack of road mark-
ings and poor weather con-
ditions caused the accident.

“I feel I was the victim of a 
lack of road maintenance,” 
Davies told the court. “I 
became disoriented. There 
was nothing to clue me in 
to where I was on the road-
way.”

I n  s p i t e  o f  D a v i e s’ 
attempt to pin the blame 
on the road conditions, 
further review of the ticket 
led Justice Mike Hubbard 
to declare the ticket void 
on account of a typographi-
cal error committed by the 
ticketing offi cer.

“It appears you win on a 
technicality,” Justice Hub-
bard told Davies.

VICTORIA COURT

Man sentenced to 90 days for theft
Salt Spring matters 

heard in Victoria
A former Salt Spring resi-

dent was sentenced to 90 
days in jail and is forbid-
den from setting foot on 
the island for three years 
after he pleaded guilty last 
week to possession of stolen 
property.

Part of the way through his 
trial in Victoria on Novem-
ber 30, Fabian Cousineau 
confessed to illegally pos-
sessing a $90,000 sailboat.

According to Crown coun-
sel Barb Penty, Cousineau 
reportedly stole the vessel 
from a marina in Anacortes, 
Washington after telling a 
former girlfriend he owned 
such a boat.

When the woman asked 
Cousineau to take up resi-
dence on his luxury sailboat 
instead of her home, Cous-
ineau proceeded to steal the 
boat, Penty said.

The 32-foot vessel in Ana-
cortes was the closest match 
to the boat he had described, 
Penty added.

“There’s no indication 
he’d ever met the owner or 
been on that boat before,” 
she said, adding that Cous-
ineau located the vessel over 
the internet.

Cousineau was found 
in possession of the boat 
in Fulford Harbour by the 
Salt Spring harbour master 
nearly two weeks after it was 
reported stolen.

Cousineau,  who now 
resides on Vancouver Island, 
will serve his sentence on 
weekends. He must also pay 
$4,000 in restitution to the 
sailboat’s owner.

Also in Victoria court:
A provincial court judge 

sentenced Ethan Marcano 
to three days in jail in con-
nection with four charges 
picked up between July 30 
and October 21.

Marcano pleaded guilty 
to assaulting a peace offi-
cer, multiple breaches of his 
probation and mischief in 
a Victoria court sitting on 
December 7. 

All incidents were alcohol 
related.

Court took into account 
the six weeks Marcano 
served in jail after he was 
denied bail on October 21.

Justice Mike Hubbard 
cancelled all outstanding 
probation orders, includ-
ing one banning him from 
the island, and did not 
impose any further condi-
tions.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  C r ow n 
counsel Barb Penty, Mar-
cano argued the stress 
caused by so many pro-
bation orders was driving 
him to drink, violate his 
conditions and further 
compound his problems. 
Marcano finished serving 
his sentence last week.
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Ganges Floor Coverings
Located across from the Tourist Info Centre

Seasons Greetings from our family to yours!Seasons Greetings from our family to yours!

Andrew & 
Tracy Little 537-9112

Wool and Synthetic Carpet
Wood, Laminate and 

Cork Flooring
Vinyl and Linoleum

Area Rugs
Window Coverings

AND A FABULOUS NEW 
TILE SELECTION

Your local septic tank cleaner

Certifi ed planner, installer, maintenance provider, inspector
PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS (New Units)

CALL 538 PUMP (7867) OR VISIT
WWW.ALL I SLANDSEPTIC .COM
TANK CLEANING • LINE FLUSHING • HYDRO-VAC SERVICE

& 
SALT SPRING STORAGE TRAILERS

wants to thank 
all their customers and 

wish everyone a 
Happy and Safe Holiday Season

Best  Wishes,
Gord, Ken, Tanja 
& Bob Akerman

Closed for the Holiday Season

CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING HOURS

537-5551

OLD SALTY 
The Sunday before Christmas - Dec. 23....10 am - 5 pm

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24....9 am - 5 pm
Christmas Day, Dec. 25....CLOSED

BOXING DAY - SALE - OPEN....10am - 4pm

The Sunday before Christmas - Dec. 23....10 am - 5 pm
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24....9:30 am - 5:30 pm

Christmas Day, Dec. 25....CLOSED

BOXING DAY - SALE - OPEN....10am - 4pm

Merry Christmas to all!
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PERFECT TREE: Mark and Carlie Aston pick out a Christmas tree from the Boy Scouts’ 

annual sale at Windsor Plywood.

COURT DOCKET

Sentencing delayed for ‘machete bandit’
Crown wants objective 

pre-sentence report

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A provincial court judge has agreed 
to postpone sentencing of a Salt Spring 
Island bank robber following the 
Crown’s demand for an independent 
pre-sentence report.

Koby Trociuk, 21, held up the Islands 
Savings Credit Union branch in Gan-
ges on October 20, 2006. 

He made off with an unspecified 
amount of money and was arrested 
after he tried to spend a marked bill at 
a local video store.

Trociuk pleaded guilty to robbery 
and wearing a disguise with an intent 
to commit an indictable offence on 
November 6, 2007.

Crown counsel Barb Penty asked 
for the report upon learning that doc-

umentation submitted by Trociuk’s 
lawyer was incomplete. According to 
Penty, it omitted “serious allegations” 
of theft which Trociuk may have com-
mitted while on bail during the sum-
mer. 

“Circumstances indicate he appears 
to have no impulse control and appears 
to be a person for whom consequences 
are never to be thought of or consid-
ered,” Penty said during Salt Spring’s 
monthly court session on Tuesday, 
December 11. 

“He tends to act with an impulsive-
ness that astonishes when you consid-
er his activity impacts people who are 
strangers to him. It causes me serious 
concern.”

Trociuk’s friends and family domi-
nated the courthouse audience as 
defence lawyer Chris Massey argued 
against the delay on grounds his client 
pleaded guilty to the crime more than 
one month ago.

“This is at best an allegation that has 
nothing to do with the matter at hand. 
It is largely irrelevant,” he added. “Your 
Honour has all the signifi cant facts.”

Considering the robbery occurred 
more than one year ago, Justice Mike 
Hubbard said he found nothing wrong 
with delaying the matter further in 
order to collect the facts. 

“We should have an objective report 
and that should contain details about 
how Trociuk behaved whilst out on 
bail.”

Trociuk remains under house arrest 
at his mother’s Salt Spring home. He 
is not permitted to leave the property 
unless accompanied by his mother or 
another adult approved of by Trociuk’s 
bail supervisor.

Penty indicated she would be seek-
ing a federal jail sentence of three 
years. Trociuk’s lawyer will be asking 
for a conditional sentence. A sentenc-
ing hearing is expected in February.

FIRE DISTRICT

Island
jeep
lights up 
Langford
Volunteers bring 

home top spot

Salt Spring Island volunteer 
fi refi ghters are celebrating the 
department’s third consecu-
tive fi rst-place fi nish at the Fes-
tival of Lights Truck Parade in 
Langford Sunday afternoon.

“We had it all lit up like a 
Christmas tree,” said volunteer 
firefighter Laurence Spencer. 
“We put in four days worth of 
work on it.”

The Salt Spring contingent, 
comprising Spencer and fel-
low volunteers Mario Tello and 
Mike Bartle, took first place 
out of the 20 entries from fi re 
departments across Vancouver 
Island.

Top-spot winners receive an 
engraved trophy.

This year marked the first 
appearance of the depart-
ment’s 1962 Willys Jeep. Pre-
vious Salt Spring entries in 
the antique truck category 
featured the Bickle pumper, 
which is on display at the fi re 
hall in Ganges.  

Spencer said the depart-
ment is considering registering 
both trucks next year.

“This has become our annu-
al event,” he said.



Opinion

Has Christmas become too commercial?
Cast your ballot online at www.gulfi slands.net before Monday at midnight or clip this box 
and drop it at our offi  ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should ISG run 
candidates in next 
year’s local election?

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Yes           No

Saving a
rainforest

U
nfortunately for 
Creekside Rainforest 
Appeal campaign-
ers, the object of their 

desire doesn’t have the visibility 
of a Mount Erskine or the threat 
caused by logging trucks running 
around it like the Texada lands 
did several years ago. 

And it’s only 19.46 acres, not the 100 acres of 
Erskine or the thousands owned by the Texada Land 
Corporation.

But it’s still a rare piece of endangered ecosys-
tem and a beautiful sanctuary for plants, animals, 
spawning salmon and humans on this island.

Sure, a million bucks is a big schwack of money, 
but it’s starting to sound not so outrageous for any 
substantial chunk of the Gulf Islands and the associ-

ated transfer costs.
And the only sure way 

to protect green space on 
Salt Spring is to buy it at the 
asking price, or covenant 
it. Salt Spring Island is a 
long way from build-out. 
Even if future local Trust 
committees never allowed 
another rezoning on the 
island, lands will be sold, 
subdivided and houses will 
be built on them as long 

as there’s profi t to be made and people want to live 
here.

In the case of the Creekside parcel, its owners plan 
to subdivide the property into three acreages, says 
their representative Eric Booth. If the purchase deal 
negotiated by The Land Conservancy of B.C. (TLC) 
falls through, “the owners intend to proceed with 
their plans early in the new year,” says Booth. 

While people can be assured TLC would not have 
gotten involved if its board did not feel the land 
was worth saving, they should see it for themselves. 
Guided walks run the next two Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
and on Sundays at 1 p.m.

Fundraisers have used special events like the 
Art for the Rainforest exhibit and silent auction 
on at ArtSpring until December 21 to raise funds 
and awareness of the campaign, but this effort 
now needs big money — the kind that ends with 
the land becoming a park bearing a major donor’s 
name.

If there’s individuals or families out there who’d 
like to make the ultimate and most permanent kind 
of investment in Salt Spring Island, now is the time 
to contact the campaign. Its website is www.save-
saltspringrainforest.net.

It’s also the right time of year for a miracle.

ISG vision prompts questions
BY HAROLD BROCHMANN

There seems to be a lot of uninformed talk 
around the island about the activities of a 
“cabal” calling themselves Islands for Self-Government (ISG), 
who want to make Salt Spring into a municipality.

What follows is my understanding of what the issues are.
But fi rst . . . about the Islands Trust, a local governing body 

that seems to be ISG’s main target — its authority is pretty well 
limited to zoning matters. 

All the other things, like parking regulations, fi re 
protection, road construction and maintenance, 
social housing, certain welfare services, water 
and sewage systems, issuing of dog licences, res-
taurant sanitation inspection, pollution control, 
building inspection, policing, noise pollution, 
liquor licensing, gambling, building licensing and 
inspection, etc. are the concern of various provin-
cial and Capital Regional District (CRD) agencies. 

If the ISG gets its way, all these things in addition 
to zoning decisions would be the responsibility of 
an island-based municipal council supported by 
a number of departments such as engineering, 
administrative, legal, financial, environmental 
and so on.

Why should we want to do this? I suspect the answer is 
something along these lines:

“Local people should make the decisions about local mat-
ters because they know best about local needs. For example, 
we could use local funds to promote tourism and encourage 
large firms to establish their corporate offices and maybe 
even production facilities here. As a result, retail sales would 
soar, businesses would prosper, housing construction rates 
would increase. This in turn would provide all sorts of local 
employment in addition to the political and supportive staff-
ing requirements of the municipality and the number of real 
estate sales people could increase.”

“Maybe we could even have a casino at Central.” (Well, that 
last one may be laying it on a bit thick, but you get the idea.)

“All of these things would result in a more 
substantial tax base which would give us 
money for a municipal ice skating rink and a 

swimming pool in the south end.”
“Further, we would expect to receive government startup 

grants and we could build an impressive new municipal hall 
with local artwork on display. More local employment.”

For some people this is a motherhood type of approach 
which will be supported by a chorus from the masses of “yeah 

— we know best what’s good for us — not those 
bureaucrats in the gommint” or words to that 
effect.

The opposing viewpoint, as I understand it, runs 
something to the effect that “Salt Springers are an 
argumentative bunch and if we had a municipal-
ity with a mayor and aldermen and all the special 
interest civic groups and unoffi cial lobbyists that 
would go with them, there might be more energy 
devoted to local infi ghting and promotion of per-
sonal agendas than getting anything done. Better 
to have decisions made elsewhere by disinterest-
ed bureaucrats who are less likely to be subject to 
local kinship and economic persuasion — and not 

add another layer of politicians who are inexperienced in real 
public-service administration and who may initially be well 
meaning, selfl ess and conscientious, but will inevitably fi gure 
out how to gain access to whatever pork barrel Salt Spring has 
to offer. The real downside is that extensive real estate devel-
opment is in the interests of business and would be unavoid-
able and permanently change the face of Salt Spring.

On top of that there is such a thing as economy of scale. All 
those services mentioned above are going to cost.

Ask yourself, “Who are the members of the ISG? What are their 
motives? What is their vision for the future of the island? What 
would Salt Spring look like in 20 years if they had their way?”

I don’t have the answers to these questions, but maybe we 
need to know.

The writer is at Salt Spring resident.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT

“All those 

services  men-

tioned above are 

going to cost.” 
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Creekside Rain-
forest Appeal

WE SAY:
Major donors 
needed now
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Special Section Award, Aqua, GOLD
Best Tourism and Recreation Guide Award, The Gulf Islander, SILVER
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Recently I got an e-mail from my friend 
George. George owns a beautiful home on 
a stunning piece of waterfront in the south 
end. 

George and his wife wile away the sum-
mers in this beautiful house, shooing away 
emboldened deer, spying on the family of 
otters, drinking summer drinks. In the winter 
they do what any sane couple would do with 
the opportunity and the bank account: they 
go back home to a more temperate Florida. 

Recently I got an e-mail from my friend 
George.

“Her ladyship and I are putting the house 
on the market — trying to take advantage 
of a strong real estate market, the exchange 
rate, etc.” 

Sad news indeed. Not only do George and 
Susan contribute substantially to the local 
economy (their home is full of local art) but it 
cuts deeply into my summer social life.

Really, can you blame him? Bear with me 
for a moment while I do the math. Let’s role 
play. Say you are an American citizen, house 
hunting in 2001. You buy a waterfront prop-
erty for $500,000, the approximate average 
selling price six years ago. Fast forward to 
2007. Although all the numbers aren’t in yet, 
it looks like the average selling price for Salt 
Spring waterfront this year will be $1.4 million 

dollars. That’s almost triple 
what you paid for it.

But wait, there’s more. The 
U.S. exchange rate in 2001 
was at a low of 62 cents. As we 
all are gleefully aware, the two 
currencies are now at par. The 
eagle and the beaver, hand 
in hand. That $500,000 (Cdn) 
house cost $310,000 (US) 
in 2001. If the house didn’t 
appreciate an inch, you would have made 
almost $200,000 on the exchange rate alone.

So let’s review. Between the heart-stopping 
rise in real estate and the soaring Canadian 
dollar, you would have made $1.1 million. 
And with a creative accountant, that’s likely 
tax free. Nice work if you can get it.

In my opinion, most (but not all) Ameri-
cans who have moved up to Salt Spring since 
2000 have done so for economic reasons. 
Unlike the Vietnam infl ux, politics is a distant 
second to economics this time around. The 
demographics are also polar opposites. We 
are not talking about Woodstock refugees 
with crumpled-up draft papers in their Levis 
scratching out a living collecting mushrooms 
in the rain forest. This time around, we are 
talking about smart money.

After all, our Americans could have set up 

housekeeping very nicely in 
the San Juan Islands, just a 
stone’s throw from our shores, 
where the gas is cheap and the 
beer is in supermarkets. But 
they would have paid double 
for the house. So move north. 
Same climate, half price. 
Smart money.

Again, fast forward to 2007. 
The American housing mar-

ket has tanked. New housing permits are at 
a 14-year low. There are more “For Sale” signs 
on front yards than at any time since 1985. 
The median price of a house fell 13 per cent 
in October alone. Let’s not use the “R” word 
(recession) but let’s just say there is a bit of a 
slump south of the border. There are bargains 
to be had.

So let’s go back to our fi ctional American 
homeowner here on Salt Spring. He can now 
fold up his table and go home with a $1.1-
million profi t and cherry pick a great deal in 
his home town, without the nuisance of bor-
der crossings, immigration departments and 
French language instructions on everything. 
Smart money. 

George goes on in his e-mail: “The ideal 
game plan is to buy a piece of waterfront 
property north of San Francisco or Seattle 

and build another house.”
Is this a trend? I think so. In George’s strata 

enclave of waterfront properties, four out of 
the nine were owned by Americans. He and 
“his ladyship” are the last. All the rest have 
cashed in and moved home. At the far north 
end of the island, another American friend 
has “unoffi cially” put his Sunset Drive palace 
on the market. Sometimes profit margins 
trump the idyllic Salt Spring lifestyle (particu-
larly in February).

Some say this is a good thing. Some say 
that it will let out some of the pressure of an 
overpriced local market. More houses on 
the market and fewer buyers should mean 
lower prices. Not so, grasshopper. The vacu-
um seems to be fi lled by frazzled execs from 
Vancouver looking for weekend getaways 
and shivering Albertans who have grown 
tired of the boomtown oilpatch, the mud and 
mosquitoes in the summer, the forty below 
frostbitten winters. Expect more of the same 
stratospheric Salt Spring house prices, just 
different licence plates in the driveways.

George goes on in his e-mail: “It’ll be a lon-
ger drive for you but there’ll still be organic 
ostrich and tasty wines.” 

I’m really going to miss George and Susan. 
And I shudder at the prospect of having to 
learn a new language — Albertan.

IslandVoices

Awed by 
rainforest

On Sunday, December 9, I 
decided to take the walking 
tour of Salt Spring Creekside 
Rainforest for which there is 
a current campaign, orga-
nized by Maureen Moore, 
to raise enough money to 
purchase the property and 
preserve it from develop-
ment.

Although I live on Creek-
side Drive I have never 
explored the property before 
and I was awed to walk this 
beautiful rainforest with 
Briony Penn as a guide and 
educator. This small por-
tion of land is a perfect 
example of coastal rainfor-
est with tall, stately Doug-
las fi rs, and many varieties 
of plants and wildlife living 
together in harmony. The 
trees reminded me immedi-
ately of Cathedral Grove on 
Vancouver Island. 

To sacrifice this forest 
would indeed be a dreadful 
thing, depriving our chil-
dren of the chance to appre-
ciate the beauty of nature. I 
urge all who have not visited 

this area to take the tour and 
enjoy this small jewel on Salt 
Spring Island.
DON STEVENS,
C R E E K S I D E  D R I V E

Shadowy 
scene

I’d like to remind pedes-
trians that it is not only at 
night that it is wise to wear 
white or refl ective clothing.

On these dusky mornings 
and evenings there are plen-
ty of shadows on the roads 
and if you are walking in the 
shade it is hard for motorists 
to see you. 

Also,  dr ivers,  please 
always dim your lights when 
approaching or closely fol-
lowing another car; the full 
glare of your headlights is 
dazzling and dangerous.

Thank you!
MARGARET HODGES,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Meddlers
I read the “Frosty recep-

tion for ISG at Trust Coun-
cil” article in last week’s edi-
tion. 

Did anyone see what I 
saw? I saw Kim Benson, Tony 

Law and Sheila Malcolmson, 
all off-islanders, meddling 
in local affairs. As off island-
ers they realize that the cash 
tax cow (read Salt Spring) 
is starting to tire from the 
nursing of a 30-year-old calf 
(read the Trust).

These three should bet-
ter spend their time dealing 
with preserving and protect-
ing the Trust area and not 
selfishly trying to preserve 
and protect the Salt Spring-
supported tax base on their 
home island.
BLAIR HOWARD, 
S A L T  S P R I N G

Pondering 
plastics

It’s Christmas time, and 
the plastic bags are flying 
out of the stores. 

They take about 400 years 
to biodegrade, and mean-
while they choke the oceans 
and the creatures that live 
there. 

We feel good about recy-
cling them into more plastic 
products, yet this is energy 
intensive, and plastic per-
sists in the environment.

I note that the Irish gov-

ernment has introduced a 
small tax on plastic bags 
resulting in a 90 per cent 
reduction in their use. 
Could Salt Spring decide to 
be plastic-bag-free?

There are a few things 
to think about: would this 
measure result in retail-
ers heavily pre-packaging 
food items, resulting in 
more weight and waste? Are 
paper bags really any better, 
especially if they’re coated 
in polypropylene for water 
resistance? 

When you think of con-
tainer shipments of paper, 
cotton, or jute bags (on a 
global scale), the bulk and 
weight signifi es more trans-
port carbon than shipping 
plastic bags.

So what are we to do? 
First, I think of the myriad 
reusable fabric bags that we 
or creative folk on the island 
could come up with. 

Then I think of my moth-
er, who never saw a plastic 
bag till she was in mid-life. 
Groceries were delivered to 
her kitchen every Saturday 
by a high school kid working 
for the store. 

(Yeah, he drove a truck, 

but bags were nowhere in 
sight.) 

Now put that together 
with news from France. 
In the fight against global 
warming, more than 70 
French towns have intro-
duced horse-drawn car-
riages to collect garbage and 
take children to school, and 
30 more are set to follow suit 
next year.

Does this suggest anything 
to anyone? P.S. the roadside 
roses would love it.
WENDY HILLIARD, 
M E Y E R  R O A D

Successful 
fi rst

The Bag-a-Book Sale has 
come and gone under some-
what snowy circumstances. 

We  h a v e  s t o re d  t h e 
remaining books for trans-
port to Victoria for distri-
bution, we have completed 
our final administrative 
tasks, and we have paid 
recognition to 37 hard-
working volunteers, many 
sponsors, and our part-
ners: the Driftwood and 
the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 92.

In wrapping up this event 
we wish to extend our fi nal 
thanks to Salt Spring Island 
community members, who 
were asked to show their 
generous support by donat-
ing and buying lots of won-
derful books. 

My goodness, the books 
arrived by the car load, to 
the tune of 9,000-plus vol-
umes! 

Equally rewarding were 
the carloads of buyers the 
following two Saturdays, 
who came with a constant 
message, “This is a splen-
did idea, we hope you do it 
again next year!”

All of the money raised 
at the Bag-a-Book Sale will 
help make possible our 
continued commitment to 
provide quality “life-long 
learning” experiences on-
island by dedicated island 
instructors.

The book donors and 
book buyers helped us 
make this “community fi rst” 
a great success and for this 
we say thank-you.
JUDI FRANCIS,
C H A I R ,  S S I  C O M M U N I T Y  E D

Letters to the editor Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 

during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to Driftwood letters online at www.gulfi slands.net/blogs/blog_letters

Rising real estate and loonie mean good-bye to Americans

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“I feel I was the victim of a lack of road maintenance.” 

JOHN DAVIES

SALT SPRING RESIDENT

HEADTOHEAD

Peter 
Vincent
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SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked:  What’s one gift you would like to receive this Christmas season?

BARB TODD
I wish for peace on earth, but if 
that fails, pave Dukes Road.

MIKE VALCOURT
Peace to everyone in the world.

SABINE GEORGY
A healthy long life for everyone.

PER SVENDSEN
To have my whole family here 
for Christmas.

ART FALARDEAU 
Just friendship.
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The new cost of breaking 
traffic laws will make these 

really handy.

Bad driving habits will soon cost you more.

Starting January 1, ICBC introduces the Driver Risk Premium. It makes drivers with bad habits 

pay more. For very bad habits — a lot more. The decisions you make, including whether or 

not to speed, drive recklessly, or drink and drive, are all within your control. Whether you 

pay more to drive is now up to you as well. For more information visit ICBC.com.

icbc.com

!ICB219_Various.indd   1 12/7/07   2:41:06 PM

Issued by HSBC Securities
(Canada) Inc. Member CIPF.

Roger Bruce
Investment Advisor
HSBC Securities (Canada) Inc.

TOLL FREE 
1-877-715-4722

roger_bruce@hsbc.ca

NOW OPEN IN 
DUNCAN

Made to order with fresh 
exotic Flowers & Greens

Flowers
by Arrangement

10am - 5pm
BETH CHERNEFF  537-9252

520 Long Harbour Road
www.flowersbyarrangement.ca

We deliver

Wreaths
Garlands
Swags
Centerpieces

Arrangements 
for Christmas

MasterCardMasterCardVISA

Oneness 
blessing

As my last letter to the 
Driftwood indicated, the 
retreat experience in India 
was truly remarkable.

I participated in a 10-day 
“deepening” course, then 
served on staff during the 
21-day intensive that fol-
lowed.

We live at the dawning of 
the golden age. This mass 
spiritual awakening is sin-
gularly the most signifi cant 
event to occur on Earth in 
many thousands of years. 
We are divine in origin and 
we, now, are re-awakening 
to this already present but 
long forgotten reality.

As AmmaBhagavan, the 
Indian avatar at www.one-
nessuniversity.org says, 

“Awakening human con-
sciousness is akin to cook-
ing a pot of rice. The rice 
simmers, seemingly forever, 
and when you want to see 
if the rice is done, you don’t 
check the whole pot, you 
just check a few grains.”

Based on several years 
experience at their school 
of awakening just north of 
Chennai, India, they declare 
decisively,  speaking of 
human consciousness, “You 
are cooked. You are done. 
You are awakening now!”

I would be happy to speak 
with anyone interested in 
this emerging phenome-
non, and more importantly 
to share “oneness blessing” 
with you. This remarkable 
energy transfer, which I 
spoke of in my earlier let-
ter as “ego/mind solvent,” 
invites spirit to step more 
fully into your life. This in 
no way confl icts with exist-

ing spiritual or religious 
belief. Rather, it enhances 
and helps fulfi ll it. This is a 
gift from the divine to help 
us awaken quickly, and avert 
further disaster.

If you’d like to contact 
me I can be reached via 
email at davidthatcher@
shaw.ca. Please leave your 
phone number and I’ll call 
you back. Have a wonderful 
holiday season, a very Merry 
Christmas, Namaste.
DAVID THATCHER,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Duck-like
Tom Toynbee objects to 

my criticism of Islanders 
for Self(ish) Government 
(December 12 “Gary’s over 
the top” letter), but with 
respect, misses the point.

I have no problem with 
differing opinions, but I do 
object to ISG’s deliberate 
misinformation campaign. 

I am disappointed that Mr. 
Toynbee — who complains 
about rhetoric but did not 
address any of my specific 
examples of ISG nonsense 
— seems to be fi ne with it.

Mr. Toynbee incorrectly 
states that my article refers 
to the 2002 referendum, 
a 70 per cent no vote on 
incorporation. I actually 
cited the 2005 election in 
which only the candidates 
opposing the incorpora-
tion option were elected, all 
with strong majorities. With 
this unequivocal result, why 
does Mr. Toynbee or ISG 
expect the trustees and I to 
renege on our promise of 
improving our unique, rural 
system of governance?

And how can he coun-
tenance ISG lobbying the 
province to reject more local 
trustees for Salt Spring, even 
though this addresses a 
number of historical com-

plaints by incorporation-
ists?

Mr. Toynbee objects to 
me pointing out the alli-
ance between ISG and the 
development industry. But 
ISG’s own press release on 
their meeting with Minis-
ter Ida Chong states clearly 
it was attended by “repre-
sentatives of the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Contrac-
tors Association and the real 
estate community.” 

Read the ISG ads, pam-
phlets and website, that 
present a litany of com-
plaints about many issues 
having little to do with gov-
ernance structure and more 
with their opposition to 
the policies and priorities 
of currently elected offi cials 
and our OCP.  

As for the selfish part, 
this is more than tongue 
in cheek. ISG complains 
that Salt Spring subsidizes 

planning in the rest of the 
Trust area, but what about 
our responsibility to these 
special areas? ISG is also 
silent on the fact that the 
southern Gulf Islands con-
tribute millions of dollars 
annually in property taxes 
to schools and hospitals, yet 
Salt Spring has the hospital, 
the high school and all of 
the employment that goes 
with it. In other words, ISG is 
fi ne with subsidies, as long 
as Salt Spring is the benefi -
ciary. Sounds kind of selfi sh 
to me.  

The real debate on gov-
ernance alternatives will 
occur during the next local 
election. In the meantime, 
if ISG continues to look, 
walk and quack like a duck, 
please don’t be surprised or 
insulted that some may feel 
compelled to point this out. 
GARY HOLMAN,
C R D  D I R E C T O R

MORE LETTERS 
continued from A9



OPINION
GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007 |  A11

ICBC CLAIMS - 
PERSONAL INJURY

• 25 years successfully representing injured persons
• NO FEE until you collect

•Free confi dential consultation

PAUL B. JOYCE 
Barrister & Solicitor

(250) 537-4413 (24 hours)

9:30 WEDNESDAY

OPEN BOXING DAY

BARGAINS UP
TO    70%

OFF

DECEMBER 26

SINCE                       1907

CLOTHING • SOUVENIRS
537-5551

PLEASE NOTE:

Our Christmas Our Christmas 
Hours:Hours:
Our Christmas Our Christmas 
Hours:Hours:
Monday - SaturdayMonday - Saturday  

8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Sundays Sundays 9:30 am - 5 pm9:30 am - 5 pm

Monday, Dec. 24th Monday, Dec. 24th 

8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Tuesday, Dec. 25th Tuesday, Dec. 25th CLOSEDCLOSED

Wednesday, Dec. 26th Wednesday, Dec. 26th CLOSEDCLOSED

Thursday, Dec. 27th Thursday, Dec. 27th 8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Monday, Dec. 31st Monday, Dec. 31st 8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Tuesday, Jan. 1st Tuesday, Jan. 1st CLOSEDCLOSED

Wednesday, Jan. 2nd Wednesday, Jan. 2nd 8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

MOUAT’S

More Kanaka fl ood discourse needed
BY ERIC BOOTH

The article in last week’s Driftwood, 
entitled “Residents blame dam for 
flooding woes,” contained a number 
of allegations, and created a general 
perception of the situation which we 
would like to publicly correct.

To start with, the reference to a “dam” 
being built by Salt Spring Ventures is 
misleading in that a dam was not built. 
Instead, a manmade drainage ditch, 
on our private property, was fi lled in to 
prevent the fl ooding of our property.

It is a fact that the flooding which 
occurred in the area was primarily due 
to the fi ve inches of combined rainfall 
and melting snow within 24 hours, an 
amount which totalled over 10 million 
gallons running through our neigh-
bourhood. To put it into perspective, 
that’s the equivalent of about 12 per 
cent of Salt Spring’s total annual rainfall 
in one day.

It is also worthwhile to note that the 
culverting system below our property 
was evidently inadequate to handle 
the flow, as evidenced by the report-
ed one-inch overflow of water at 175 
Kanaka and the flooding over of the 
two-inch culvert under the school fi eld, 
just downstream. The importance of 
this information is that the restriction 
of water flow at those culverts would 
have the effect of slowing down the 
velocity of the stormwater and con-
sequently causing the backing up of 
water in the Ministry of Transportation 
(MOT) drainage ditches above the cul-
verts, which, in combination, may actu-
ally have resulted in the fl ooding, if not 
merely contributing to its intensity.

While Mr. Grange is reported to agree 
that “Swanson’s Pond is part of a tradi-
tional water course,” I would respectfully 
point out that he does not work for the 
Ministry of Environment, Water Man-
agement Branch (MoE, WMB), which 
happens to disagree with Mr. Grange’s 
opinion. In September, MoE, WMB, 
ruled the drainage ditches on our prop-
erty were not a “natural” watercourse 
but rather a manmade one built in the 
late 1950s.

It is worthy, however, to note that while 
it was reported Mr. Grange “couldn’t 

comment on whether or not [our fill-
ing of a drainage ditch on our property] 
caused the fl ood,” he is reported to have 
said the drainage ditches near the fl ood-
ed areas were “incapable of carrying the 
fl ow . . . for the amount of water that had 
accumulated.” We entirely agree with 
him on that point and believe anyone 
can successfully make the argument that 
numerous MOT ditches on the island, as 
evidenced by the many reports of exten-
sive flooding, all over the island, were 
incapable of handling the record volume 
of water on that day.

We would, however, like to bring to the 
attention of the public the fact we have 
requested three times, over the past two 
months, to have an onsite meeting with 
MOT to discuss ditch maintenance and 
easy improvements to the drainage in 
the area. Unfortunately, to date, those 
requests have been ignored.

On November 5 we informed the 
MOT area manager in writing, “We 
would like to do a few improvements 
to the existing drainage, and, before 
proceeding, we need to know what we 
may require formal permission for and 
what we may be able to do without for-
mal permission. We want to ensure the 
existing ditching system will take water 
away from the road infrastructure as 
quickly as possible and be free of any 
ponding. There has been little or no 
maintenance done for over 20 years on 
some of the ditches in question, and 
we believe a little maintenance will go 
a long way to improving and providing 
adequate drainage in the area.” We also 
asked whether he had, as we had sug-
gested three weeks earlier, contacted 
MoE, WMB, on the matter.

The short reply we received on 
November 6 stated the following, “I did 
not contact MoE. Do not do anything 
on Ministry property without prior per-
mission. I am seeking guidance on our 
next course of action.”

If MOT had bothered to spend the 
half hour it would have taken to meet 
with us to discuss the situation, and 
agreed to the simple ditch maintenance 
we were requesting, we believe much, 
or all, of the fl ooding in the area may 
have been prevented.

On December 5, in an effort to pre-
vent further fl ooding of our property, 
we submitted a formal application to 
perform ditch maintenance, includ-
ing the cleaning and clearing of MOT 
ditches fronting our property, offering 
to do it ourselves, at our own expense, 
if there is no money in MOT’s budget 
to do so. Last Friday we were notifi ed 
by MOT it will likely be “a couple of 
more weeks” before they can process 
the application.

We would also like to comment on 
the Driftwood’s report that some of the 
residents “pulled the dam apart to allow 
some of the storm water to fl ow through 
the pond.” If we are to understand this 
correctly, residents trespassed onto 
our property, and in an apparent act of 
criminal mischief, dug a drainage ditch 
on our property, which consequently 
flooded our property with about two 
feet of water. Regrettably this is the third 
incidence of trespass and mischief on 
our property in the past few months 
and once again we have been forced to 
request RCMP involvement to protect 
our interests. To date there has been no 
offer of repair to the damage caused on 
our property by the residents involved.

Finally, in cooperation with one of 
the area residents, we have initiated a 
request for a “without prejudice meet-
ing” with all of the residents who were 
fl ooded in the area in the hope costly 
and unnecessary legal actions may be 
avoided by both sides and that a mutu-
ally acceptable, long-term approach to 
avoiding the impacts of any signifi cant 
future storm events may, as a result, be 
achieved.

The writer is a representative of Salt 
Spring Ventures Inc.

To date there has been no 

off er of repair to the damage 

caused on our property by the 

residents involved.



A12 |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007  |  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

OPINION

Frédéric Lizotte, CGA & 
Catherine W. McLean, CGA 

of

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS
are excited to announce

PAULA M. WHEADON, CGA
will join them in a new

partnership operating as: 

ANNOUNCEMENT

We will continue to offer a range
of  professional services including:

• Personal Income Tax • Corporate Income Tax
• Canadian Taxation for Non Residents

• Non-Profi t Organizations
• Estates & Family Trusts • Tax Planning

• Elder-Care Accounting Services
• Buying/Selling/Starting a Business

• Monthly/Quarterly or Annual Bookkeeping
• Setup & Support for Simply Accounting, 

Quickbook & MYOB

250.537.9742

SAWYER SEWING CENTRE
3400 Douglas • 1-888-229-2266
www.sawyersewing.comDEAN SAWYER

SAWSAW
3
wDEAN SAWYERDEAN SAWYER

 

SAWYER SEWING CENTRESAWYER SEWING CENTRE
is Victoria’s new                                           dealer!is Victoria’s new                                           dealer!

DEAN SAWYER

We welcome all current 
owners to drop in, introduce 
yourself and receive a FREE 
introductory gift. We look 
forward to serving you.

537-1501

 • 5” CONTINUOUS GUTTERS  • SOFFIT• FASCIA COVER  • DOWN SPOUT

Regional director misleads constituents
over Trust in post-incorporation world
BY TOM NAVRATIL

Gary Holman’s recent 
View Point in the Driftwood 
(“Democracy is not ISC’s 
real agenda”) is deeply trou-
bling.

Here is an elected rep-
resentative in a supposed 
position of leadership, 
authority and trust. Instead 
of a meaningful dialogue, 
Mr. Holman is not only pub-
licly slandering and ridicul-
ing a legitimate organiza-
tion — Islanders for Self-
Government (ISG) — but 
also makes untrue and mis-
leading statements to the 
public.

Mr. Holman’s statement 
that with incorporation “the 
Trust would have virtually 
no presence on Salt Spring” 
is totally false. 

In 1990 the Trust Act 
was amended to allow for 
municipalities within the 
Trust area.

 An island municipal-
ity, its OCP, bylaws and all 
of its pertinent policies are 
required to conform to the 
Islands Trust Policy State-
ment and legislatively to the 
Trust Act, and are subject 
to Trust Council Executive 
Committee approval. Each 
island municipal council 
is required to appoint two 
of its members to the Trust 
Council. This is the law.

Mr. Holman equates the 
ISG organization to a group 
of “real estate developers 
and vacation rental prac-
titioners,” and maliciously 
polarizes the initiative of 
incorporation against the 
concept of the Trust. 

I challenge Mr. Holman 
to publicly apologize. ISG 
(www.islandgov.org) is a 
voluntary, purposeful and 
a non-partisan organiza-
tion of substantial member-
ship comprised of a wide 
cross-section of the island’s 
population that sees and 
understands the need for a 
democratically, profession-
ally, effi ciently and account-
ably run Salt Spring Island 
government within the Trust 
mandate.

Mr. Holman boasts how 
well the current governance 
is working. How about a 
brilliant example: the tennis 
bubble fi asco in which Mr. 
Holman is directly involved 

and which to date lost more 
than $300,000 of taxpayers’ 
money (including legal fees 
but not counting wages) 
without an eye’s blink from 
the PARC or Mr. Holman.

The reality is that the 
current governance struc-
ture does not work well. It 
is expensive, cumbersome 
and fragmented, to say the 
least, often overlapping and 
with duplications. 

We have the two trustees, 
then we have a CRD rep-
resentative (Mr. Holman), 
then various CRD-admin-
istered entities such as the 
Ganges and Maliview sew-
age plants, Burgoyne Bay 
liquid waste facility, Parks 
& Rec and building inspec-
tion, provincially governed 
highway maintenance, indi-
vidual waterworks districts, 
the harbour authority, the 
ambulance, fi re department, 
the government agent’s 
offi ce and the list goes on. 
There is no one place where 
one can go to contact the 
“local government.”

Mr. Holman further states 
that the burden of the roads 
would be on Salt Spring tax-
payers’ shoulders. He conve-
niently neglects to mention 
the generous grants avail-
able to municipalities by the 
province that help with all 
kinds of expenses such as 
the roads.

Mr. Holman accuses ISG 
of hidden agendas, includ-
ing that of opposing the 
introduction of additional 
two trustees. 

Well, would the addition 
of two trustees solve our 
problems? 

No, it is becoming very 
clear that it would not. On 
the positive side it would 
alleviate the workload of the 
current two trustees and it 
would help to improve the 
quorum dilemma, but on 
the minus side it would do 
nothing for the Trust’s limit-
ed mandate of land-use and 
planning, it would perpetu-
ate the current fragmen-
tation and inefficiency, it 
would require a monumen-
tal legislative change and, 
according to the Neilson-

Welsh Report, it is clearly 
inconsistent with the key 
equal area representation 
concept of the Islands Trust 
mandate to preserve and 
protect.

What is the Neilson-Welsh 
Report? Earlier this year the 
Islands Trust commissioned 
Neilson-Welch Consultants 
to produce the Islands Trust 
Governance Review Report. 
It seems that this well-re-
searched document dated 
April 2007 was simply dis-
missed by Trust Council as it 
looked like it did not reveal 
findings that the current 
Trust was looking for.

The report (available on 
the Trust website) affirms 
that the Trust was never 
designed or intended as gov-
ernance for the Trust area, 
but rather as “a provincial 
‘trust’ with a legislated pro-
vincial mandate to preserve 
and protect, on behalf of the 
people of the province, an 
area of provincial signifi-
cance” and “is concerned 
primarily with protecting 
places as opposed to provid-
ing services to people.”

The report continues, 
“while the Trust was given 
certain characteristics of a 
local government, it was not 
created to be a local govern-
ment.” 

While the report was not 
to consider the alternative 
of incorporation, it clearly 

states with respect to incor-
poration: “Using its exist-
ing authority over the Policy 
Statement, and its author-
ity to direct resources to 
Trust Area-wide services, 
Trust Council has the abil-
ity to ensure that measures 
to preserve and protect the 
entire Trust Area are fi rmly 
entrenched in all local juris-
dictions, including island 
municipalities.”

The report recognizes 
that the current governance 
structure is inadequate in 
many ways and in conclu-
sion it tabulates the poten-
tial effect of various com-
binations of improving the 
Trust on the local level and 
as a whole. 

The option of adding two 
more trustees to the Salt 
Spring Island Local Trust 
Committee (LTC), accord-
ing to the report, would be 
largely of symbolic value 
and would be legislatively 
problematic while provid-
ing minimum “improve-
ment to all” (stakeholders).

Subsequent to the report 
the Trust conducted a Trust 
Area-wide public input 
campaign on the issue. 
The total participation was 
astoundingly miniscule: 
less than two per cent of all 
Trust area population (total 
of 446 participants from 
population of 23,000; of the 
446, only 264 persons par-
ticipated in the 11 various 
meetings)! 

Even with this flawed 
sample the input was not 
overwhelmingly in favour of 
adding two extra trustees to 
the Salt Spring LTC!

Incredibly, without seek-
ing further solution, the cur-
rent Trust proceeded with 
the application to the Min-
ister of Community Services 
to approve the acquisition 
of two more trustees for Salt 
Spring. Really, how much 
more un-democratic and 
self-serving can one get?

“How I wish that some-
where there existed an island 
for those who are wise and 
of good will. In such a place 
even I would be an ardent 
patriot.” (Albert Einstein)

The writer is a Salt Spring 
realtor and member of the 
Advisory Planning Commis-
sion.

INDEPTH

“How I wish that 

somewhere there 

existed an island for 

those who are wise 

and of good will. In 

such a place even I 

would be an ardent 

patriot.”

ALBERT EINSTEIN



We’re giving away $1000.00 
in Salt Spring Currency

Grand Christma$$!
HOLIDAY HOLIDAY 

GIFT GUIDEGIFT GUIDE
CASH PRIZES

1 - $500.00  /  5 - $100.00

in Salt Sp
CCAACA

11 - $$550000..

WWe

GIFTS BUDGETfor 
every

You could also win one of 3 gift baskets from the You could also win one of 3 gift baskets from the 
Salt Spring Island Chamber of CommerceSalt Spring Island Chamber of Commerce

Shop at any of the participating 

businesses in the Driftwood 

Gift Guide and fill out a ballot to win!

The draw will be made Friday

December 21st after 1pm.

Ballots are Ballots are 
available at all available at all 
participatingparticipating

Holiday Gift Guide Holiday Gift Guide 
BusinessesBusinesses

TheThe

Have a

OPEN DAILY 8 am - 9 pm
HOLIDAY HOURS:

Dec. 24  8 am - 6 pm / Dec. 25 CLOSED / Dec. 26 CLOSED 
Dec. 31  8 am - 6 pm / Jan. 1 CLOSED

GANGES

VILLAGE MARKET

Poinsettia Poinsettia 
SaleSale

Dec. 24  8 am 
Dec.

ONLYONLY

$$779797
6” POT6” POT

Fine old and nearly new books  •  Grace Pt. Sq.  •  538-0025

Many 
Gifts Gifts 
under

$25.00

FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES

140 FULFORD-GANGES  •  537-5882

Dress your Dress your 
salads brilliantly salads brilliantly 

with with 
Organic Okanagan Organic Okanagan 

Vinegars!

“GRAND PRIZE”“GRAND PRIZE”
❄

❄ ❄❄

❄

❄
❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄ ❄

❄

❄
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Mon. - Sat. 9:30 am - 5:30 pm / Sun. 11 am - 4 pm  •  537-1966Mon. - Sat. 9:30 am - 5:30 pm / Sun. 11 am - 4 pm  •  537-1966

BrioBrio
Books Books •• PlaymobilPlaymobil

K’Nex K’Nex • Dress UpDress Up
CDs CDs • Doll HousesDoll Houses

Music Boxes Music Boxes • PuzzlesPuzzles
Stuffed Animals Stuffed Animals • PuppetsPuppets

Craft Kits Craft Kits • Games Games • RobeezRobeez
Thomas Train Thomas Train • Kites Kites • ScienceScience

Groovy Girls Groovy Girls • Art Supplies Art Supplies • CarsCars
Infant Infant • Schleich Animals and KnightsSchleich Animals and Knights

MagicMagic
DollsDolls

GANGESGANGES

VVILLAGEILLAGE M MARKETARKET



❄ GIFTS BUDGET  for 
every

❄❄

Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 537-2812

“Thank you for shopping locally”

20%
sale

continues
★ All art supplies ★ All games & puzzles ★ 

★ Oberon leather & pewter gifts 
★ All wall calendars

★ Many adult and kids’ books 20-50% off

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

★
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 ★

 ★
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 ★
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 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 

★

OFF

107 McPhillips Ave.  537-1115

   
     

CHOICES
Christmas Sale

20%-50% OFF 
ENTIRE STOCK

• Lois • French Dressing • Renuar 
• Mac & Jac • Alma • Hilltribe

Try on a pair of Chambra Jeans 
and enter to win a free pair. 
Draw date December 20th* *

GLORIA

Tired of getting gifts that don’t fi t?...

Give the giftgift that comes in 
any size and fi ts everyone!fi ts everyone! GIVE OUR GIVE OUR 

GIFT CARD GIFT CARD 
THIS THIS 

SEASONSEASON

DAY SPA & 
HEALING ARTS CENTRE

537-8807
2102 Grace Pt. Sq. • spa@ssisland.com • www.skinsensations.com

Looking for a unique Salt Spring Island Gift? 
 

$$50 coin (only 1000 minted) 
Artwork by Thomas McPhee  

1/2 oz. /0.999 Fine Silver  
Comes in etched, wood collectors box 

A great gift for only $74.95 

For delivery in time for Christmas, via Express Post, or local pickup, order before Dec. 19 

using Paypal (Mastercard/VISA) at:    www.saltspringdollars.com  

Signed, Limited Edition Salt Spring Artist Dollar 
Bills starting at just $$12.00 available for ordering 

online at www.saltspringdollars.com 

 

Carol Haigh 

 

Carol Evans 

 

Robert Bateman 

 

Jill Louise Campbell 

 

Warren Langley 

 

Warren Langley 

Our NEW ATM is now dispensing $$20’s at 
Chamber of Commerce Visitor Centre 11-3 Daily 
Gift Certificate Envelopes also available there! 

 

Non-collector bills available at Thrifty’s 

give gifts that warm a heart

Our gift sets and gift cards—with renewably-sourced, handmade 
paper—brighten the future for families and forests in the Himalayas—
keeping families together and reversing deforestation and its 
destructive effect on global climate. Warm a heart. Help heal the earth. 
Take home Aveda gift sets, and gift cards for salon/spa services.

©
A

ve
da

 C
or

p.

2103 Grace Point Square
Call to make 

an appointment 537-2700 www.studioonessi.com

For 
someone 

very 
special

Rona RobbinsRona Robbins
Purveyor of Fine TeddiesPurveyor of Fine Teddies
Suite 5A 121 McPhillips Ave. Suite 5A 121 McPhillips Ave. 
538-0964   /  1-877-538-0964538-0964   /  1-877-538-0964

A 
VERY SPECIAL 

GIFT

GALLERY HOURS:  1-4 pm
Nov. 30-Dec. 2

Dec. 7-15 / Dec. 20-23
please call for appointment at other hours
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❄
❄❄ ❄GIFTS BUDGET ❄❄

537-9917 • 121 MCPHILLIPS AVE.
Open Mon-Fri  8:30 - 5:30  •  Sat 9:30 - 5:00 

APPLEAPPLE
PHOTOPHOTO

& & 
  IMAGINGIMAGING

Frame        your lFrame        your loved ones!

Great selection 
of frames and custom 

cut matts
k 537-55517 days a week

MOUAT’S

20%20%  OFFOFF  
EVERYTHING IN THE PET STORE!EVERYTHING IN THE PET STORE!

(EXCLUDING FOOD) SALE ENDS DEC. 24, 2007(EXCLUDING FOOD) SALE ENDS DEC. 24, 2007

CHRISTMAS SALECHRISTMAS SALE

MOUAT’S

20%20%  OFFOFF  
ALL HOME SPA PRODUCTSALL HOME SPA PRODUCTS

537-55517 days a week

135 McPhillips Ave.,
Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm  537-5148

135 McPhillips Ave., 
Mon.-Sat. 10 am - 6 pm        537-5148

Boxing Day Blowout!
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

30% OFF
CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR

MEN’S, WOMEN’S & KIDS’
Christmas hours:

Sunday, Dec. 23rd   11 am - 4 pm
Xmas Eve, Dec. 24th   10 am - 5 pm

For those “hard to buy for” 
people on your list or the 
business clients to whom you 
would like to extend holiday 
greetings, these gift boxes 
are the perfect present. And 
the boxes can be reused or 
recycled.

Check out our website for 
details.

Our Floral Department 
is ready to serve you 
with a smile.

★
★
★

★

★ ★

★
★

This gift delivers This gift delivers 
52 weeks a year52 weeks a year

WIN $250.00 
WORTH OF GAS

•Save-On 
• Patterson Sheep Fuel 

• Johnson’s Shell
• Payless

Draw will be made Monday, January 14th at 4:30pm. Prizes have no cash value. Contest open to residents of the Gulf 
Islands only. In order to claim lease - car prize winner must be 19 years of age, have a valid BC driver’s license and 
proof of insurance. (maximum liability $300 collision / $300 comphensive) / max kms included in lease 20,000 / 12 cents 
kms charge / lease includes normal wear and tear. Employees of Driftwood Publishing and members of their immediate 
families are not eligible. Prize is non-transferable.

Renew or purchase a 
subscription before 

January 15th, 2008 and 
your name will be entered 

for a chance to 

WIN a one year lease 
on a 

2008 Subaru Forester!

★

★ ★

★

★

★

★

  for 
every
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WWe hope your holiday is filled with comfort and joy 
and the warmth of good friends.

We look forward to serving you 
in the new year.

Patti
Speed

537-5515

John
Steele

537-4606

Carol
Fowles

537-5515

Gord 
Ellis

537-5515

Russ
Crouse

537-5515

Gil 
Mouat

537-4900

Simone
Lamers

537-6786

Tom
Navratil

537-5515

Henri
Procter

537-5515

David 
Knight

537-6850

Felicity
Robinson
537-2374

Norman
Rothwell
537-5166

Sandra
Smith

537-5515

David
Giddy

537-6637

John
Cade

537-1866

Anne
Watson

537-5515

Myles
Wilson

537-7200

Cindy
Brooks

537-5515

Kerry
Chalmers
537-5515

Kelly
Regen

537-5515

537-5515 1-888-537-5515 
www.royallepage.ca • www.saltspringrealty.com

email: realestate@saltspring.com
SALT SPRING REALTY

New Patients Always Welcome

537-1616537-1616

Family DentistryFamily Dentistry
at at GRACE POINTGRACE POINT

Dr. Bob McGinnDr. Bob McGinn  

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year to all!Happy New Year to all!

For gallery hours, 
please call.

Adults only please.Rona Robbins
Purveyor of Fine Teddies
Suite 5A, 
121 McPhillips Ave.

Tel: 538-0964
Toll Free: 1-877-538-0964

Fax: 538-0974
Email: shirequeenl@aol.com

PARC and New 

Horizons grants 

complete picture

Good news continues to 
roll in for the Partners Cre-
ating Pathways committee, 
formed by members of Island 
Pathways and the Salt Spring 
Island Trail and Nature Club.

Last week the group 
received word that its final 
grant application had been 
accepted and that the Part-
ners Creating Pathways proj-
ect would receive $20,000 
from the New Horizon 
Seniors program. 

Those approving the grant, 
with funds from  the Govern-
ment of Canada for Seniors 
Initiatives, agreed that the 
Pathways project was a per-
fect fi t since most of its orga-
nizers are seniors, it is near 
five seniors residences and 
many local seniors will travel 
on the pathway.

With the addition of the 
grant, the project was a mere 

Hope
A few weeks ago, the fi lm 

Finding Dawn was present-
ed by SWOVA. It was also an 

opportunity to learn more 
about the very successful 
Respectful Relationships 
program for students.

Perhaps the next genera-
tion of letters to the Drift-
wood will be less opinionated 
and thus more productive.

Of course, as respect-
ful adults we can now start 
communicating about how 
we can work together to 
make our island a better 
place for all of us. 
MARG SIMONS,
H I L L T O P  P L A C E

$3,500 from its $90,000 goal.
“Then last Monday eve-

ning, the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission (PARC) 
voted unanimously to top up 
the fund to the tune of $3,500. 
So they have done it!” explains 
a recent press release.

On top of that good news, 
the committee also learned 
Tuesday that Allteck Line 
Contractors Inc. would 
donate gravel to the project 
to ensure its completion.

“This will ensure we will 
have the materials we need 
to construct the pathway we 
want,” said Jean Gelwicks of 
Island Pathways in recent 
press material. “What a lovely 
Christmas present to us and 
to the community.”

During Island Pathways’ 
November 23 AGM, the Salt 
Spring Island Lions Club pre-
sented Gelwicks and Zeke 
Blazeka from the Trail and 
Nature Club with a generous 
donation that increased the 
number of partners into a 
“very respectable list.”

Financial partners to date 
include: Salt Spring Island 
Community Transit and 
Transportation Commission/
CRD director Gary Holman, 
Salt Spring Island Founda-
tion, Victoria Foundation,  
B.C. Transmission Corpora-
tion, PARC, Salt Spring Lions 
Club, The Royal Canadian 
Legion, Allteck Line Contrac-
tors and many individual 
community members.

“This has been a lucky cou-

ple of weeks for this project,” 
said Blazeka. “It has all come 
together in time for the new 
year. We are very pleased.”

The project would not be 
possible without the Com-
munity Transit and Transpor-
tation Commission (CTTC), 
which will take on the liabil-
ity and maintenance of the 
pathway and Gary Holman, 
who Gelwicks said has been 
one of their best supporters.

Because the off-road trail 
is being created with almost 
no government funding, said 
Holman, “It’s a great deal for 
taxpayers and it’s a great addi-
tion to the pedestrian and 
cycling aspect of the trans-
portation commission.”

The pathway itself will 
run parallel to Lower Ganges 
Road from Wildwood Cres-
cent to Blain Road.

Four work parties have 
already cleared the entire 
length of the pathway in the 
hopes that “people with stur-
dy shoes can start walking it 
now.”

More work bees will take 
place in the spring and the 
group hopes that anyone 
who has native plants to 
donate to the project will 
hold onto them until May 
when construction will begin. 
The group is also looking for 
donations of split-rail fencing 
and large boulders.

“We owe a big thank you 
to the community and all our 
partners,” said Gelwicks and 
Blazeka. 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SANTA’S HELPERS: Helping with the delivery of Christmas hampers at the Community 

Services Society food bank Tuesday were, from left, Angela Anderson, Penny Grossman and 

Elizabeth and Christine Anderson.

MORE LETTERS
continued from A10

PATHWAYS

Path hits fundraising goal
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If it’s in the storeIf it’s in the store
IT’S ON SALE!

EVERYTHING! 

INDOORS & OUTDOORS!

WOMEN’S WEAR, MEN’S WEAR, KID’S WEAR, 
FOOT WEAR, ACCESSORIES AND SOUVENIRS!

SHOP SUNDAY

10am-5pm

 7 days a week                                                                                     537-5551
• Celebrating Our 100th Christmas •

10% TO

70%
OFF

•  All light set cords should be fully insulated and 
carry an approved testing label. Ensure all cords 
& lights are in good working order before putting 
them up. If in doubt replace them.

•  Don’t overload electrical circuits or extension 
cords.

•  Only cords and lights approved for outdoor use 
should be used in your yard or outside your home.

•  Keep lights away from tinsel, paper, draperies and 
other flammable materials.

•  Turn off all lights and extinguish all candles before 
leaving home or going to bed.

•  Before placing tree in stand, cut slice off of butt 
end. Be sure to water the tree daily. Place tree away 
from all heat sources, such as fireplace, radiators 

The Christmas season has many safety hazards. 
That’s why it’s important that your family review these important

safety tips before beginning your holiday preparations.

CELEBRATE WITH
SAFETY & JOY 

1

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS

If you don’t own one, purchase a smoke detector and a reliable fire extinguisher and know how to use it.
Remember, safety is the most important gift you can give your family and yourself.

and candles.
•  Dispose of tree when needles start to fall off.
•  Keep candles away from children, pets and 

flammable materials.
•  Keep poinsettias and holiday potpourri away 

from children and pets, as these items may be 
hazardous if ingested.

•  Christmas wrapping and decorations can be highly 
combustible and should be kept away from all heat 
sources.

•  Discard gift wrap & boxes with the garbage or 
recycle where appropriate; do not burn them in the 
fireplace.

•  Now is a good time to review your home fire safety 
escape plan with all of the family members.

Wishing You A Happy Hazard-Free Holiday Season!

SALT SPRING FIRE DEPARTMENT
Vis i t  us  on  the  web a t  www.sa l tspr ing f i re.com

Roses
A big bouquet of beautiful-

ly scented, agenda-free roses 
to manager Mike at Thrifty 
Foods for politely asking the 
Islanders for Self-Govern-
ment to stop soliciting at the 
entrance of Thrifty Foods on 
Friday. Much appreciation 
from your customers who 
don’t want the ISG in their 
faces while doing errands. SB

A big litter of rainbow roses 
for all the people who helped 
Scout . . . for Maria who lent 
me her cage, for Cathy and 
Jean for their generous fund-
ing, for Shelly, who will pro-
vide a home for the Kitty and 
Dr. Dave and staff at the vet 
clinic. Thank-you all. Penny

An ocean of marine roses 
to Katherine, Sandy, Geoff, 
Doug, Laurie, Karen, Derek 
and other crew members of 
the Queen of Tsawwassen 
on the morning of Decem-
ber 9 for giving my grandson 
Kieran a great experience 

that he’ll remember always. 
Thanks so much for making 
his day, and mine. JH

All-year-round roses to 
Ann behind the counter at 
Ganges Post Offi ce for all her 
cheerful friendly help and 
advice to those of us who 
arrive at the other side of the 
counter all year round — you 
are very much appreciated!

A big bush of “Francis 
Dubrevil” in full fragrant 
bloom to all the courageous 
Salt Spring Spanish teachers 
who, with vim and vigour, 
strive to educate the masses. 
A rose is a rose is a rose unless 
it’s in Spanish, in which case 
it is una rosa. XOX — Habla!

Roses to Janet from VIHA 
for sharing your secrets to 
survival with parents of picky 
and not-so-picky eaters. 
Roses to our Janet from Elf 
for sharing your great space. 
Thank you!

Roses to Bill at GVM for 

your generous donation of 
organic foods for our snack at 
the healthy eating workshop. 
Roses to Craig and Cathryn 
at Natureworks for helping 
keep our snack completely 
GMO-free. Many families 
enjoyed the variety of good 
foods.

A bus full of fragrant roses 
to Cecelia and Barbara for 
another fun day in Chemai-
nus. Your efforts to include 
me in all of the varied events 
is much appreciated. Happy 
Holidays! 

A car full of snow-coloured 
roses for the home care 
ladies who go the extra mile 
when driving conditions are 
terrible. Happy Holidays to 
one and all!

A big warm hug to Julie at 
Solace Space for her awe-
some massage and accu-
pressure work. Organic lini-
ments, oils, salves and much 
more can be bought at her 
spa in Fulford. Vicki Miller

RANTS and Roses

Looking for  something 
special for a stocking 
stuffer? How about 
a pool pass for that
special someone?

Available at Parc offi ces
Monday thru Friday

537-4448

Class of Person Individual 1 Month Pass 3 Month Pass Annual Pass
 Adult (19 yrs and older) 5.00 55.00 156.00 550.00
 Youth (13-18 yrs or 
 valid student card) 4.00 44.00 125.00 440.00
 Child (4-12 yrs) 3.00 33.00 94.00 330.00
 Tot ( 3 yrs and under) No Charge No Charge No Charge No Charge
 Family (max 5 people) 12.00 132.00 375.00 1325.00

Single Admission rates will apply for use of whirlpool or showers only.
Single admission rates apply to each entry per day.

Indoor Pool - Lesson Fees (including GST, where applicable)

Individual Session (Set of 10)
 ½ hour Lesson 50.00
 ¾ hour Lesson 60.00
 ½ hour Private Lesson 20.00
 ½ hour Semi-Private Lesson   
 (2 people) 30.00

Indoor Pool - Aquatic Fitness
Drop-In 1 Month Pass

 Participant 7.00 65.00

Indoor Pool - Rental Rates
Per hour plus GST

 Class of Organization Per Lane Entire Facility
 Commercial Organizations 300.00
 Non-Profit Organizations 200.00
 Youth Aquatic Sport Organizations 12.50 75.00
 Adult Aquatic Sport Organizations 25.00 150.00
 School Organizations 12.50 75.00
 Birthday Party (youth) 150.00

RAINBOW ROAD INDOOR POOL FEES AND CHARGES

Indoor Pool - General Admission Fees (“Everyone Welcome”, Lap Swim) (including GST)

Our new indoor pool is nearly ready to open 
and the 

admission fee schedule has now been approved.

Rainbow Road 
INDOOR POOL

Sam & Wendy  Anderson wish all their 
valued clients & friends  a very Happy 

Christmas Season and Prosperous New Year.
SAM ANDERSON APPLIANCE REPAIR

TAIT TECHNICAL SOLUTIONS
Phone 537-5268

24 hr./7-day emergency service
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HOT TUB
SERVICE

www.gulfi slandspas.com

One Percent Realty Vancouver IslandOne Percent

Scott Simmons @ 250-538-8316
saltspring@yahoo.com

www.escapetosaltspring.com

Salt Spring agent for

Times have changed and so have the real estate companies and 
their business models. 

Today’s buyers use the Internet to search for their new home. 
Primarily they use the Multiple Listing Service web site mls.ca. This 
has empowered the buyers and put them in the driver’s seat. 

One Percent Realty is a company that has a very simple 
business model: low overhead and low fees charged to their agents. 
The low overhead is passed on to consumers in the way of low 
commissions. The sellers still get full MLS® listings, signs, open houses, 
local advertising, lock boxes, etc...

Compare commissions charged. One Percent charges a 
commission of $5000 plus a $800 disbursement fee +gst for houses 
up to $500,000. For houses over $500,000 it is 1% plus the $800 
disbursement fee +gst. The commission is shared between the 
buying and or selling REALTORS®. 

This is an example. There are no standard commissions. All real 
estate companies are free to set their own rate. If an agent charges 
7% on the fi rst $100,000 and 3% on the balance for selling a 
$500,000 home the commission would be $19,000 +gst = $20,140. 
If you listed with One Percent Realty the commission would be  
$5,800 + gst = $6,148. The savings would be $13,992. Think 
of the savings like this. If you earn $25 per hour it would take a 
staggering 559.68 hours - more than 3 months of work to make 
that much.

The big myth “If I list with One Percent the other agents won’t 
show my house”. The reality is other REALTORS® on Salt Spring 
do show my listings. Overall 70% of One Percent listings are sold 
by other agents. The fi rst listing sold by One Percent on Salt Spring 
was sold through another agent working for another brokerage. 
The buyers see what they want to see. Buyers have access to all the 
MLS® listings.

Scott Simmons is proud to be the Salt Spring REALTOR® for 
One Percent Realty Vancouver Island.

If you would like to talk to me about selling your Salt Spring 
house call me direct at 538-8316, and let’s work out a plan of 
action. Let me show you my existing internet marketing system that 
enhances the MLS.

About to list your
house for sale?

GANGES, SALT SPRING ISLAND 250-537-5551

OLD SALTY
She will love 

our local
jewellery!

For 
Christmas...

Œ Œ

invites you to an

ART SHOW & SALE
Featuring gourmet breads
& baked goods, paintings, 
photography, jewellery &

spirit houses

DEC. 22 10-4
705 Beaver Point Rd.

653-4186

LICENCE BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2007 AND SAVE $5 

Save $5 off of regular licence fees if you purchase before 
December 31, 2007. 

Licence Fees: 
Male or Female . . $30  Neutered or Spayed . . $20 . . after March 31st, 2008 add $10

Receive a FREE dog licence if you apply for a licence within 12 months after 
your dog has been neutered or spayed. 

Licence Vendors: 
Salt Spring Island Veterinary, Foxglove Farm & Garden, Gulf Island Veterinary Clinic, Salt Spring 
Island Building Inspection, Mayne Island Building Centre, Saturna General Store, Pender Island 
Home Building Centre 

Capital Regional District Animal Control 
Phone: (250) 478-0624                                                                                                                  

 

Delicious treats for gifts and guests. 
Great stocking stuffers

• Ambrosial SSI roasted garlic
• Salsa in medium and wasabi
• Salt Spring spirited wild 

blackberry jam
• 130 organic seed varieties
• “Hot” roasted garlic jalapeno jelly
• 28 fl avours of chutneys, pickles, diet jams 

and jellies

Delicious treats for giftts and guests.
Great stocking stuffersrs

Ambrosial SSI roasted garrlic

Bigfoot HerbsBigfoot Herbs

104 Eagle Ridge Drive 104 Eagle Ridge Drive 
oror

Hatley Castle, VictoriaHatley Castle, Victoria
537-4466537-4466

atCHRISTMAS 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 64

Land swap home unsuitable for Phoenix
School board searches

for facility 

BY CHRIS STEPHENSON
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Phoenix high school program is 
without a home next year after School 
District 64 learned a potential location 
acquired in a land swap was unsuitable 
for the school.

District 64 recently swapped a piece 
of Rainbow Road agriculture land for 
a parcel next to Gulf Islands Second-
ary School (GISS) owned by Richard 
Murakami.

District superintendent Jeff Hop-
kins said during the early stages of the 
deal approximately three years ago, the 
school board thought the house on the 
new property would suit the Phoenix 
program. 

“It became an urban legend that the 
house would be acceptable.”

Hopkins said after the swap was 
finalized, the district assessed the 
house and found it was not in proper 
condition for students. 

He said GISS decided to use the prop-
erty for their carpentry class. However, 
Hopkins is unsure what to do with the 
house in the future. 

Despite the fact the district has no 
facility for the Phoenix program next 
year, Phoenix teacher Linda Under-
wood said she is talking with students, 
parents and the school board to fi nd a 
proper location.

The lease on the Jackson Avenue 
building that now houses the Phoe-
nix program expires at the end of this 
school year. 

Phoenix has 34 students who are 
cross-enrolled from GISS. 

Murakami, who now owns the for-
mer district property across from GISS 
at 229 Rainbow Road, said he has no 
plans to develop the agricultural land.  

ISLANDS TRUST

Three Point proposal 
delayed by questions
Trustees request 

rezoning details

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Island trust-
ees delayed giving fi rst read-
ing to a draft bylaw for the 
construction of three homes 
overlooking Fulford Harbour 
in exchange for 63 acres of 
community farmland.

“In going through the 
community plan again, I 
have come across 11 claus-
es which do not appear to 
be addressed by this staff 
report,” Jonathan Yardley 
told trustees at a Local Trust 
Committee (LTC) meeting 
last Thursday.

Yardley’s concerns focussed 
on the restricted activities 
dictated by the Trust’s Devel-
opment Permit Area (DPA) 6 
boundaries. According to the 
island’s official community 
plan, the clearing of larger 
trees and removal of dirt may 
be restricted in steep areas 
with a high risk of landslides 
and soil erosion.

Yardley said determin-
ing which areas on the 203 
Musgrave Road property 
fall under DPA 6 is essen-
tial before proceeding with a 
draft bylaw and subsequent 
public hearing.

“When we get a redraft-
ed bylaw, I hope we can 
be very clear on where the 
DPA 6 applies and whether 
the proposed new plan, the 
revised plan, avoids those 
areas which it has to avoid,” 

said trustee Peter Lamb.
Lamb further suggested 

formal confirmation be 
obtained from the Farm-
ers’ Institute regarding its 
intention to assume control 
over the Fulford farmland 
property, often referred to 
as the former Hughes farm 
property.

Mark Wyatt, Three Point 
Properties’ project manager 
for the Fulford Farms pro-
posal, said the Farmers Insti-
tute has submitted written 
confirmation its members 
are willing to assume con-
trol over the farmland, but 
said more is needed to fi nal-
ize a formal agreement.

“This is obviously not 
only a new process for the 
Islands Trust, but also for 
us and the Farmers Insti-
tute, so we understand there 
is some legwork yet to be 
done,” Wyatt said.

Speaking dur ing the 
meeting’s town hall session, 
south-end resident Harry 
Warner asked trustees to 
take into account the land’s 
agricultural potential before 
making a decision which 
will impact the Fulford Har-
bour shoreline.

“The [donated property] 
is the only area that still has 
snow on it,” Warner said 
during the meeting’s town 
hall session. “That land is 
good for nothing except for 
growing hay.”

Staff anticipate a new draft 
bylaw will be ready for con-
sideration of fi rst reading at 
January’s LTC meeting.    
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Bessie Dane FoundationBessie Dane Foundation
and Hospiceand Hospice

Send To:
Bessie Dane Hospice
Box 521 Ganges PO
S.S.I., B.C.  V8K 2W2

(Tax Receipt on Request)

“Never Forgotten”
DONATIONS

In Memoriam

Draw date 
Draw date Dec. 24
Dec. 24

DOWNTOWN 537-5534 DOWNTOWN 537-5534 

104 Lower Ganges Rd.104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 

372 Lower Ganges Rd.372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

L i v e  w e l l  w i t h

Bring a food bank donation Bring a food bank donation 
to Pharmasave to Pharmasave 

and enter to win a bear!and enter to win a bear!

Versatile Light Control 
from Top to BottomNEW!

More of the personal touch you deserve. 
Mobile service, free estimates & in-home consultation.

1- 8 7 7-74 4 -2 5 2 2
www.saff ronwindows.com  

NEW!NEW! Versatile Light Control
from Top to Bottom

Sale ends  Dec. 31st, 2007.  
SAVE $200  for every 4 units of Silhouette® window shadings, or 

for every 2 units of Skyline™ gliding panels or Luminette®  privacy sheers.        

C  E  L  E  B  R  A  T  E

          
THE Magic OF LIGHT

SAFFRON
Window Fashion & Drapery

LOCAL CURRENCY

Monetary fund aims to 
sharpen marketing plan
Salt Spring Dollars 

ATM now open

BY CHRIS STEPHENSON
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring Dollars ATM 
is up and running in the visi-
tor info centre for tourists 
and residents alike to with-
draw funds to circulate on 
the island.

Bob McGinn, one of the 
directors for the Salt Spring 
Is land Monetar y  Fund 
(SSIMF), hopes the ATM will 
help market the bills to a 
wider audience.

“The time is right for locals 
to support us,” he said dur-
ing the IMF annual general 
meeting last Wednesday.

SSIMF, a non-profi t soci-
ety, started circulating its 
bills in 2001 to promote 
local commerce and help 
fund community projects.

The ATM was installed 
in early December and 
dispenses $20 Salt Spring 
bills using debit or credit 
cards.

This is the second time 
the group has installed an 
ATM on Salt Spring. Approx-
imately three years ago the 
foundation placed a cash 
machine in Thrifty Foods, 

but it had limited success. 
The machine was removed a 
few months later.

“It was probably ahead of 
its time,” McGinn said.

He’s hopeful the new cen-
tral location will draw on a 
wider group of people and 
help get their bills into cir-
culation.

While Salt Spring dol-
lars are accepted in many 
businesses on the island, 
marketing is one issue the 
foundation needs help with, 
McGinn said.

“We need a good market-
ing plan.”

He said SSIMF hopes to 
recruit marketing students 
either from the University 
of Victoria or Camosun Col-
lege to help develop a strong 
plan.

E r i c  Bo o t h ,  a n o t h e r 
SSIMF director, agrees the 
students could help with 
the foundation’s marketing. 
He said SSIMF hasn’t spent 
any energy on promoting its 
website, which accounts for 
a large portion of their cur-
rency sales.

“We’ve had limited expo-
sure with good success. This 
could be exciting especial-
ly now that we have a new 
coin,” he said during the 

meeting.
SSIMF issued a $50 silver 

coin in 2006 and has sold 40 
per cent of the 199 minted.

The foundation makes a 
large portion of its revenue 
by either selling currency to 
collectors or through tour-
ists who take the money 
home as souvenirs.

The SSIMF’s 2007 fi nan-
cial  report  states  that 
145,551 Salt Spring dollars 
are in the hands of the pub-
lic, including collectors and 
tourists.

Foundation revenue is 
being used to offer micro-
loans with low-interest rates 
to community organizations 
and organic farmers.

McGinn said the group 
is working with a farmers’ 
cooperative to help pur-
chase a walk-in cooler to 
store produce for longer 
periods, with an overall aim 
of promoting local food pro-
duction.

SSIMF has issued bills in 
one, two, fi ve, 10, 20, 50 and 
100-dollar denominations. 
All Salt Spring Dollars cur-
rency features local artists 
and historical fi gures.

For more information 
about SSIMF, contact www.
saltspringdollars.com.

PARKS AND REC

Toilet 
facility 
dubbed 
‘architect’s
 fantasy’
Commissioners 

await new loo 

design

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Commissioners unani-
mously rejected a proposed 
plan for the new Centen-
nial Park public washroom 
facility during their monthly 
board meeting at Portlock 
Park last week.

“It looks like it’s about to 
take off for the moon,” said 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission (PARC) chair Rose-
mary Trump. “It doesn’t look 
like [the architects] tried to 
fi t it in with anything else on 
the island.”

T h e  9 0 5 - s q u a re - f o o t 
str ucture  would be in 
approximately the same 
space next to the play-
ground, but is about 400-
square-feet larger than 
the existing building. The 
facility is estimated to cost 
$200,000. 

“We are getting one extra 
toilet for 400 feet of play-
ground space,” said com-
missioner Robert Brewer. 
“That’s an expensive toilet.”

Commissioner Peter Lake 
suggested architects be 
directed to consider design-
ing a two-storey structure 
that could be partially closed 
off in winter.

“I don’t know why we are 
spreading out when we can 
move up,” Lake said.

“This is an architect’s fan-
tasy,” he added. “We need 
something far more practi-
cal.”

Preparation is under-
way to provide a temporary 
modular washroom unit 
for the beginning of the 
2008 market season, as it is 
unlikely the new building 
will be completed by that 
time, states a staff report.

“The building itself is dete-
riorating to the point where 
it needs to be replaced,” he 
said. A revised proposal is 
expected by early 2008.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

CHRISTMAS KISS:  Moms Molly Murphy  and Tiff any Wightman hang out at a craft fair 

on Salt Spring, while their backpack babies get to know each other a little better.
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NEW TICKET SALES &  
LOADING CUT-OFF TIMES 

Effective Monday, January 7, 2008 
All Minor & Intermediate Terminals
Dear Valued Customer;

In order to allow sufficient time for safe, 
consistent and clear Shore Closure Procedures, 
BC Ferries will be implementing new ticket sales 
and loading cut-off times effective Monday, 
January 7, 2008 at our minor and intermediate 
terminals. Similar procedures are already in 
effect at our major terminals.

This policy will allow for an accurate passenger count prior to 

departure, allow safe on-time vessel departures resulting in more 

efficient fuel consumption and show respect to our customers who 

arrive on time.

The new cut-off times for minor and intermediate routes are  

as follows:

VEHICLES 
•  5 Minutes prior to scheduled sailing time at the following 

terminals: Little River, Westview, Saltery Bay, Earls Cove  
and Snug Cove

•  3 Minutes prior to scheduled sailing time at all other  

minor terminals

FOOT PASSENGERS
•  5 Minutes prior to scheduled sailing time at all minor terminals

All traffic that is ticketed or in line at the pre-ticket area prior to the 

cut-off time will be loaded if there is deck space available. If the vessel’s 

arrival is delayed, the cut-off time will be the vessel’s arrival time. 

Complete schedule information is available at www.bcferries.com 

or by calling 1 888 BCFERRY (888 223 3779)  

between 7:00 am and 10:00 pm daily.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Police set up 
random holiday
road checks
Salt Spring 

detachment ready 

for overtime
BY CHRIS STEPHENSON
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Partygoers who want to 
get behind the wheel this 
Christmas season should 
think twice before taking 
the risk. 

Const. Jason Jewkes of the 
Salt Spring RCMP detach-
ment says if islanders drink 
and drive over the holidays, 
they will get caught.

He said from approxi-
mately December 1 to Janu-
ary 7 roadside checks will be 
set up around Salt Spring.

“We’ll have road blocks 
from early evening to late 
evening,” he said.

Jewkes asks islanders to 
plan ahead this holiday sea-
son and find a designated 
driver if they wish to drink.

Salt Spring RCMP offi cer 
Cpl. Kerry Howse said the 
detachment has an over-
time budget in place for the 
holidays, which means the 
police will be out in full force 
for the Christmas season.

Howse said the island’s 
RCMP hopes to set up two 
to three road blocks each 

night to check vehicles for 
impaired drivers.

“The checks will be at ran-
dom locations,” he said.

While there is no formal 
safe ride service on the island, 
Kimberly Lineger of Salt 
Spring Victim Services said 
drinking and driving is easily 
preventable if people decide 
ahead of time when they 
want to consume alcohol.

“Think about how you 
want to get home,” she said. 

She said many informal 
ride programs have started 
at businesses on Salt Spring 
island to ensure employees 
and customers get home 
safely after Christmas parties.

Ac c o rd i n g  t o  In s u r-
ance Corporation of British 
Columbia (ICBC) statistics, in 
2005 there were 121 fatalities 
and almost 3,400 injuries in 
approximately 5,300 alcohol-
related crashes on B.C. roads.

If vehicle operators are 
caught drinking and driv-
ing over the legal limit of the 
0.08 blood-alcohol ratio, the 
RCMP may charge the driver 
under the Criminal Code of 
Canada. If the vehicle oper-
ator is convicted, he or she 
will lose driving privileges 
for at least a year and have a 
permanent criminal record.



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007 |  A21

People&
Community eat, p

  read

lif
e is

  s
imple

Eat, sleep,  read...

Life 
 is

  s
imple Salt Spring Books

104 McPhillips Avenue • 537-2812

All Art Supplies
All Games & Puzzles
All Oberon Leather 
& Pewter Gifts
All Wall Calendars 20%

 off 
OPEN TILL 8 PM FRIDAY 21, SATURDAY 22 OF DECEMBER

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

Draught! $3

Deluxe Vacation Suites
Fully self-contained

Sunny, oceanview balconies and patios
25% off Winter Rates

www.vesuviusvillas.com  •  250 537 9768

THE 
VESUVIUS 

VILLAS
770 Vesuvius Bay Rd. 

Salt Spring Island

Wishing Everyone a Safe & Happy Christmas Season

Remember 
Lorraine

Dods Moth
Oct. 23, 1955 - Oct. 18, 2007

PLEASE DO NOT
DRINK & DRIVE

Make 2008 a Happy Year
Rita Dods

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

Salt Spring Island Community Services
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

537-9971
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca

COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

*  Counselling Services: Short-Term counselling for adults, youth 
and families.

*  Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is 
free and confi dential.

*  Family Place: Rugg Huggers parent and baby (0-16 months)
NEW* Child Minding for Toddlers TOO. drop-in, Fridays 10am - 
1pm. Information on Drop-ins, special programs and counselling 
support 537-9176 or familyplace@sscis.ca

* Dad ‘n’ Me: Saturdays 8:30am-11:00am.
* Parent Child: Drop-in Wednesday 10am-1pm.
*  Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
*  The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, Contact jalexander@ssics.ca
*  Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm, 349 

Rainbow Rd., 537-1200.
*  Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 537-4607.
*  Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4pm to midnight 

through Emergency Room at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 538-4840
*  24 HR. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is

connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

Dr. Crichton’s offi ce 
is moving!

The clinic is moving to 
111 Corbett Road

(close to the hospital)

We will therefore be closed 
on Friday, December 28

in order to get everything in place

We will re-open 
in our new offi ce on

MONDAY 
DECEMBER 31, 2007

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS 

Christmas comes home to EC unit
Volunteers bring festivities 

to Lady Minto residents

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Christmas season is a time 
to be home with family; but what if 
your home is a hospital ward? For the 
patients at Lady Minto’s Extended Care 
Unit, that’s precisely the case. 

Seniors who can no longer live with-
out medical care or assistance are 
resident patients of the unit, making 
holiday celebrations more difficult 
to accomplish. Fortunately, a caring 
group of people has made Christmas 
in the unit a reason to celebrate.

Hospital staff and volunteers from 
the Lady Minto Auxiliary are very aware 
of the importance of making the ward 
welcoming. 

The auxiliary, which is funded entire-
ly through the proceeds of Lady Minto 
Thrift Store, brings in volunteers every 
day of the year to visit and serve tea, 
both in the morning and afternoon. 

Musical entertainment such as 
piano playing happens on a weekly 
basis, and every resident’s birthday is 
remembered with a card and a gift.

Margaret Mackenzie, a long-time 
auxiliary volunteer and the group’s 
coordinator, explains: “The Extended 
Care Unit is more like a residence than 
a hospital, so we try to make it as much 

like home as possible.”
 As Mackenzie points out, nothing 

makes you feel more at home than 
a home-cooked meal. The auxiliary 
therefore works with the Extended 
Care activities planners to prepare sev-
eral meals a year in the unit kitchen: 
a summer barbecue, special break-
fasts and, of course, Christmas dinner. 
This year’s celebration takes place on 
December 21.

“The event starts with a glass of 
sherry or a glass of wine and an hors 
d’oeuvre, to get everyone in the spirit,” 
said Mackenzie. “It’s very festive, and 
Valdy brings it all together, of course.” 
The folk legend leads a sing-along per-
formance using the Driftwood carol 
book at 11 a.m., followed by a visit 
from Santa, with dinner served at mid-
day. Each resident gets to invite one or 
two family members, allowing them to 
have the family occasion that would 
otherwise be impossible or at least 
very diffi cult.

The entire meal is planned, shopped 
for and prepared by the auxiliary vol-
unteers. Hospital night staff put the 
turkey in the oven to ensure its midday 
service, while the veggies and sides are 
cooked that day.

Santa’s duties are performed by Ted 
Aves. Now in his 80s, Aves has been in 
care his entire life; it’s both a tradition 
and a treat for him to take his part. As 
for the musical guest, Mackenzie says 

the party has become as important for 
Valdy as it is for the people he sings 
for.

Mackenzie recalls that when she fi rst 
had the idea of getting Valdy in to per-
form, others scoffed that he’d never be 
available. However, when she decided 
to just call him up and ask, “He was 
delighted.

“And of course, he wouldn’t miss it 
now. Kathleen, his wife, comes with 
him. It’s part of his Christmas now.”

Christmas at the Extended Care Unit 
has become a must for Mackenzie as 
well. She first began volunteering to 
give something back to the communi-
ty, but has found the rewards are much 
greater than the demands. Accord-
ingly, she has several holiday messages 
to send.

“I’d like to personally send a spe-
cial thanks to all the volunteers work-
ing in the Extended Care Unit, and a 
Merry Christmas to the whole com-
munity,” Mackenzie said, adding: 
“None of this would be possible with-
out the thrift shop. We thank them 
very much and the community for 
supporting them.”

However, Mackenzie’s Christmas 
wish is for more volunteers to fill 
the auxiliary’s desperate need for 
helpers, especially for the daily tea 
service. 

“They will get back much more than 
they give,” she promises.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Audrey Reynolds plays the piano as Ivy Waltho listens. Reynolds is one of the volunteers who cheers Lady Minto residents.
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PEOPLE & COMMUNITY

California Grown
Premium #1
•Brussel Sprouts
•Yams
•Sweet Potatoes

67¢LB1.48Kg

297
LIMIT 3 
TOTAL

•Pepsi•Coke

C L O S E R  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y
Ganges Village Market NewsGanges Village Market News

What s for Dinner?
Lotto Centre

100% Salt Spring owned for over 22 years

                  •What’s for Dinner?
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET 
CRAN-RASPBERRY BALSAMIC GLAZED HAM  
Short cuts to cooking for one or two © with Sarah Lynn
Ham:  Traditionally, hams can be either dry-cured or wet-cured. The process of curing pork 
was elevated to an art form and as time has passed, family recipes became closely guarded 
secrets handed down from generation to generation, becoming family traditions. Traditional wet 
curing requires immersing the ham in a brine for an extended period, often followed by light 
smoking. Smoked hams grace many a table during the holidays & the family tradition is furthered 
by the way the ham is glazed at home.The vastness of this method & the combinations that can 
be combined are endless. I  hope you enjoy this delightful addition to your recipe collection. 

Shopping list:

GANGES

Come and try this wonderful dish at 
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET 
FOOD DEMONSTRATION

• This Thursday 12 noon - 4 pm
• This Friday 11 am - 6 pm

Preheat oven to 325°. Put pan on the lowest rack in the oven. Combine in a small saucepan over low heat, 1/4 cup balsamic 
cream, 1/4 cup corn syrup 1/4-cup raspberry seedless jam or raspberry syrup, 1/4 cup cranberry sauce, 1/4 cup red 
wine. Keep glaze warm while baking ham. Score ham by cutting across the skin lightly forming a diamond pattern, and stud 
with whole cloves or black pepper. Place ham in foil lined pan. Brush glaze over ham, and baste ham every 10 to 15 minutes 
with glaze. You will glaze the ham 4 times. Bake in total for 1 hour and 4 minutes in the oven. During the last 4 minutes 
of baking, turn on the broiler to caramelize the glaze. Remove from oven, and let stand for 2-3 minutes before serving.  

 1 Ham (Meat Dept.) 

 Balsamic cream  

   (Deli Dept.) 

 Corn syrup

 Raspberry seedless    

    jam or raspberry  

    syrup 

 Cranberry sauce

 Red wine (optional) 

• This Thursday 1:00pm - 5:30pm
• This Friday 11:00am - 5:30pm

548 229
LB
5.05KgLB

12.08Kg

Fresh Lilydale
Turkey Breast 
Roast

Butterball 
Turkeys

138
188

LB
3.04Kg

LB
4.14Kg

Sunrise
Frozen ‘A’ Turkeys

Lilydale
A  Turkeys

288
LB
6.35Kg

J.D. Farms
Turkeys

199Each
Hertels Frozen
Pork Sausage

Be Responsible this Holiday Season

DON’T DRINK 
AND DRIVE!

FRESH

TURKEY FOR DINNERTURKEY FOR DINNER

CHRISTMAS 
HOURS

Dec. 24 8am-6pm
Dec. 25 closed
Dec. 26 closed

Dec. 31 8am-6pm
Jan. 1 closed

Bake for 10 minutes per pound of the ham you use.

FUNDRAISING FOR THAILAND

Local  ‘runs away with the circus’ to bring smiles to refugees
As the annual Christmas Mar-

ket in the Park opens on Saturday, 
December 22, one vendor will be 
fundraising to help children in Thai 
refugee camps.

Terri-Ann Dunning of Stunning 
Dunning Designs will donate 100 
per cent of the proceeds of her 
hand-painted fl oor art sales at the 
weekend market in Centennial 
Park to fund the Laughing for Life 
Circus group’s January 2008 trip to 
entertain children in Thai refugee 

camps and orphanages.
Funds are specifi cally needed to 

buy art kits for each child — they 
cost only $1 each — and a set of 
circus toys ($100) for schools and 
orphanages the group will visit.

“Laughing for Life is a small, silly, 
smiley circus of inspired interna-
tional and Thai performers who 
have come to Thailand to volunteer, 
teach and perform,” explains press 
material from Dunning.The circus 
features professional performers 

using poi, staff, hula hoop, juggling, 
fans, trapeze, break dancing, stilts, 
clowning, drums and art workshops 
for the kids. Dunning will contribute 
fantastic fi re spinning and lead art 
workshops. A team of 10 teachers 
from six countries is participating, 
with all members volunteering their 
time and expertise and covering 
their own expenses.

Despite the uncertain political 
climate in Burma at the moment, 
Laughing for Life members were 

able to acquire access permits.
The group will be working with 

schools and non-governmental 
organizations in the north of Thai-
land in the Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai 
and Mae Sot regions. “This area 
of Thailand has many refugee 
camps in need of fun, creativity, 
play and distraction — as well as 
many orphanages, hill tribes and 
programs for street kids who do not 
have access to such creative events 
or activities,” said Dunning.

People or companies wanting to 
support a specific project can be 
acknowledged in media releases 
and on the group’s web page. 

“For example, $500 could cover 
the cost of the sound system for 
the month, a very specifi c and tan-
gible contribution we would much 
appreciate.”

For more information, call Dun-
ning at 538-0971, e-mail her at 
tadunning@hotmail.com, or drop 
by the market on Saturday.
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For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given:
and the government shall
be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God,
The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.

— Isaiah 9:6

The Anglican Parish of Salt Spring Island
Christmas Services for 2007

Sunday, December 23rd
9:30 am Holy Eucharist at All Saints

11:30 am Holy Eucharist at St. Mark’s
4:00 pm Nine Lessons and Carols at All Saints

Monday, December 24th
4:00 pm Family Eucharist & 

Living Manger Tableaux at All Saints
7:30 pm Holy Eucharist at St. Mary’s

Tuesday, 25th December
10:00 am Holy Eucharist at St. Mark’s

Sunday, December 30th
10:00 am Corporate Eucharist at All Saints

Sunday, January 6
10:30 am Festal Eucharist at 
All Saints & Potluck Lunch

In the event of snow, services will be held at 
All Saints in Ganges. Please call 537-2171 to con  rm

H

Holiday Hours: Dec. 23,24,26 11-6 Closed Dec. 25 •  Gasoline Alley • 538-1881 • www.arigado.com

• Catering Available •
• California Roll, Dynamite Roll

• Veggie & Ebi Rolls • Maki & Nigiri 

• Spicy Tuna & Salmon Rolls 

• Sunomono Salad, Miso Soup

SUSHI
PARTY TRAYS 

10% OFF
WHEN YOU PLACE YOUR ORDER 

ONE DAY IN ADVANCE
TIL DEC. 31ST

Holiday Entertaining?

SUSHI

BOOK REVIEW

Earth explored as ‘sacred home’
Transformation 

revealed in Bob 

Wild’s new book

 Sacred Journey: Gift of 
Earth and Spirit, by Robert 
C. Wild. Trafford Publishing, 
2007. Paper, $19, available at 
local book stores.
BY PAT BARCLAY
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

Bob Wild’s new book is 
a prime example of good 
things that come in small 
packages. Sacred Journey: 
Gift of Earth and Spirit is a 
“slim volume” of 131 pages 
with a stunning cover photo 
of a flower that enhances 
realism, making it a fitting 
complement to the gift of 
spiritual encouragement 
that lies within.

Readers familiar with Wild’s 
earlier book, Sacred Pres-
ence: In Search of the New 
Story, will welcome this help-
ful sequel, but Sacred Jour-
ney stands comfortably on 
its own. Stylistically speaking, 
the author hits his stride with 
this new book. Philosophi-
cal reflection blends easily 
with personal anecdotes and 
prayers, while apt quota-
tions and practical instruc-
tions create an atmosphere 
of hope and possibility for the 
uncertain time of transition 
in which we live today.

The following excerpt 
from Wild’s preface outlines 
both the book’s purpose and 
his own credo:

“Traditional religions pic-
ture Heaven as our blessed 

destiny and Earth as our 
temporary home. But when 
we reflect on the new cos-
mology that is rooted in the 
discoveries of science, and 
bring this cosmology into 
dialogue with our religious 
inheritance, a new and dif-
ferent story of spiritual 
meaning and beauty emerg-
es. We learn that Earth is our 
sacred home. We learn that 
this home is the gift of the 
Sacred Presence in whom 
Earth and all its creatures 
have an unknown destiny 
within the Mystery of the 
unfolding universe. And, for 
the present, we are content 
to discover a Sacred Journey 
given to us so that we may 
become who we are called to 
be, by both Earth and Spirit.”

However, in our time the 
accelerating problem of cli-
mate change brings a new 
urgency to the task of spiri-
tual exploration.

“The roots of this threat-
ening calamity are not 

environmental — they are 
spiritual and moral,” writes 
Wild. Living responsibly 
with Earth and each other 
has often been beyond our 
capabilities for the past 
6,000 years!

With the pressing need 
for a fresh start uppermost 
in Wild’s mind, he brings 
together a multitude of 
resources for intentional 
travellers who seek the lost 
connection between Earth 
and soul. These include sug-
gestions for daily practice, 
what to look for in a “soul 
friend,” questions for dis-
cussion and a selection of 
nature poems.

He also adapts some of 
the great Hebrew psalms to 
his purpose, explaining: “I 
cannot exaggerate the debt I 
owe to them in assisting my 
spiritual journey.”

Wild’s own stories in the 
book are a testament to the 
truth and power of anec-
dotal evidence. By includ-
ing them, he demonstrates 
that the goal of becoming 
a “transformed person” is 
indeed achievable. Howev-
er, nowhere in Sacred Jour-
ney does Bob Wild suggest 
that his own journey is other 
than a continuing work in 
progress.

Sacred Journey is avail-
able in Salt Spring book 
stores, and let us hope that 
Bob’s readers will decide to 
follow his example. Because, 
if we can’t get it right on Salt 
Spring, how much hope is 
there for anywhere else?

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

DECADE OF DEALS: Staff  and customers celebrated the Transitions Thrift Store’s 10th 

anniversary with chocolate cake and homemade cookies on Friday afternoon. 

HO  HO  HO  !!!
A message from Santa:-

Treat yourself to a membership in ISG
For future good governance there will be
On Salt Spring, for everyone on my list

For more information visit us at www.islandgov.org or 
email us at info@islandgov.org  

JOIN ISG TODAY
NAME: ______________________________________________________
ADDRESS:___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
POSTAL CODE: ______________________________________________
PHONE: _____________________________________________________
EMAIL: _____________________________________________________

Membership Fee $20.00. Please make cheques payable to Islanders for 
Self-Government

Mail this form with payment to:

Islanders for Self-Government,
Box 827, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2W3
Or drop off at one of our island business supporters listed above.

 Fill out the attached form, mail it in or drop it off at one of our Island Business Supporters:
Johnson’s Shell Service, 106 Fulford-Ganges Rd. • North End Fitness, 102 McPhillips Ave.

Island Star Video, 156C Fulford-Ganges Rd. • Paint Plus, 346 Lower Ganges Rd.

we’re online at
www.gulfi slands.net
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❆
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raser s
 Thimble FarmYOUR PLANT NURSERY

�

175 Arbutus Road • 537-5788 
OPEN 9 AM - 4:30 PM DAILY

Fraser’s 
THIMBLE
FARMS

 

SOUTHEY POINT

Fraser’s
Thimble
Farms

Choose a beautiful Christmas Tree from our great selection...

www.thimblefarms.com

WE ALSO HAVE GIFT CERTIFICATES

❆
❆

❆

LIVE TREES
Norway, Engleman,
White, Blue and
Alberta Spruce, 
Dwarf & Black
Pines

CUT TREES
  Douglas Fir,
     Grand Fir, 
        Noble Fir,
          Alpine Fir

Choose your last minute gifts from our incredible selection of trees, 
shrubs, rare plants, perennials and gorgeous garden statuary, pots 
and many unique items.

❆

❆❆

❆

88 keys...100 hills...infi nite poss ibi lity

Be Mused School of Piano
MELISSA GRACE FISHER 537.5131

Gift Certi  cates
Available

Preschool Piano Class 
(forming now)

CHRISTMAS SERVICE

All Saints uses procession 
in Christmas Eve service
One of several 

Christian events 

on island
If you are hoping to go to 

Bethlehem this Christmas, 
then the family service at All 
Saints church on Christmas 
Eve will take you there.

In a departure from the 
usual midnight mass, the 
service will take a form more 
reminiscent of the ancient 
medieval church, in which 
at great festivals the people 
themselves carried images 
in grand procession.

“All Saints has for many 
years enjoyed a unique set 
of nativity figures, beauti-
fully crafted by Caroline 
Hamilton and given to the 
parish by her,” notes an All 
Saints press release. “The 
fi gure of Mary holding aloft 
the baby Jesus wonderful-
ly illustrates the joy of that 
eternal moment, while all 
the familiar figures of the 
nativity glow in the worship 
of their tiny King. These are 
the images to be used in 

the celebratory procession 
for the road to Bethlehem 
along which we shall travel 
on Christmas Eve.”

Within the framework 
of a simple yet deeply rev-
erent eucharistic liturgy, 
based on one devised by the 
Iona Christian community 
in Scotland, the Christmas 
story will unfold as a colour-
ful, tactile and visceral expe-
rience. Carols and candle-
light will all be part of the 
mystery.

Although the ser vice 
begins at 4 p.m., everyone 
is encouraged to come early 
to enjoy the ambience, the 
music and the anticipation 
which are so much a part of 
the festivities of the season.

For a more traditional ser-
vice, the Anglican Parish is 
offering the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols at 4 p.m. 
on December 23 in All Saints, 
a service on Christmas Eve at 
St. Mary’s using the Book of 
Alternative Services, and on 
Christmas morning a service 
in St. Mark’s at 10 a.m. using 
the Book of Common Praise.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

CRAFT CREATION: Gaye McIvor is spotted knitting a 

hat at the Fulford Hall Christmas Craft Fair.

Christmas 

Pudding

Christmas puddings have 
a bad rap. 

But believe it or not, they 
are one of the easiest holi-
day desserts to make: just 
mix everything in one bowl, 
pour the batter into a pud-
ding mold and then steam 
the pudding for one and a 
half hours. 

Bob’s yer uncle – that’s it!

1 c. mixed dried fruit 
(apricots, cranberries, etc.)
1 c. sultana raisins
1/2 c. currants
1/2 c. chopped candied   

ginger
1/2 c. mixed peel
1/3 c. chopped nuts
185 g. butter
3/4 c. brown sugar
3 eggs
1 c. bread crumbs
3/4 c. fl our
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp. cloves
1/3 c. brandy

Mix fruit and nuts togeth-
er. In a separate bowl, beat 
butter and sugar. 

Add eggs. Stir into fruit 
and nut mixture, then add 
bread crumbs and dry ingre-
dients. Add brandy. 

You could also add 1/4 c. 
molasses for fl avour. 

Pour into greased pudding 
mold, cover with lid and 
steam for about one and a 
half hours. 

(Place the steamer in a 
heavy pot, add boiling water 
half way up the sides of 
steamer.)

LET’S EAT

Linda
Koroscil

Enjoy
ease of
‘bad rap’
pudding



Sports&
Recreation

SHEENA BULL
Personal Trainer

LIVING STRONG
CALL 

537-8975
sheena.b@telus.net

PATTERSON MARKET LTD.
our family serving your family since 1915

SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 - MARCH 31, 2008

DEPART FULFORD HARBOUR     DEPART SWARTZ BAY

PATTERSON MARKET LTD.
our family serving your family since 1915

“SHEEP” ISLAND FUEL - we’re still the “sheepist!”
i ISLAND MADE j

• Cheese from SS Cheese & Moonstruck Cheese 
• Homemade SS Gelato   • Baked goods from Embe & Barb’s Buns 

• Southend locally made Fruitsicles
Winter hrs: Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 6  pm / Sat. 9 am - 6 pm

Closed Sundays & statutory holidays

 6:15 am  7:00 am

 7:50 am  9:00 am      

 9:50 am 11:00 am      

 11:50 am 1:00 pm      

 1:50 pm 3:00 pm      

 3:50 pm 5:00 pm      

 5:50 pm 7:00 pm      

 7:50 pm 9:00 pm     

Daily except Sunday

Daily except Sunday

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS 
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES

Salt Spring Island (Fulford Harbour) –
Swartz Bay Departures

Fall Hours

Sports ScheduleSports Schedule

islandspor tstraders.ca

135 McPhillips Ave. 
Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6 pm  537-5148

HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL
ALUMNI MATCHES

Watch today’s senior GISS players 
vs. those from “yesteryear”

Saturday, Dec. 22
5 p.m. for the girls  /  7 p.m. for the boys

GISS GYMNASIUM

BOXING DAY BLOWOUT
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

30%  off
CLOTHING & 
FOOTWEAR
men’s, women’s & kids’

CHRISTMAS HOURS:  /  Sunday, Dec. 23rd 11am - 4 pm 
Xmas Eve, Dec. 24th 10 am - 5 pm
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ADMIRAL’S SPECIALTY FOODS & 
SUSHI BAR

537-5088  •  146 Fulford-Ganges Road

  ORGANIC 
TURKEYS, FRESH 
GEESE & DUCK

Please order early • Organic Meat
Great selection 

of Gourmet Gift ideas

GRACE POINT SQUARE       537-9500

frankly scarlet
jewellery

A Perfect Christmas Gift!A Perfect Christmas Gift!

Diamond StudsDiamond Studs
(non-conflict diamonds)(non-conflict diamonds)

Open 7 days until Christmas

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SOCCER SUNDAY: Salt Spring U15 girls soccer player Christine Villadsen, left, fi ghts for 

the ball against a Gorge player. The local squad lost the match — played Sunday in a wicked 

wind that toppled one of the nets — by a score of 4-1.

SENIOR GIRLS BASKETBALL

Short-staff ed Scorpions 
still chalking up the wins
Eight of nine games 

played with seven 

girls on roster

Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) senior girls 
basketball team continued 
its winning ways last week, 
taking a win over Brentwood 
at home and then nailing 
three of four games at the 
Victoria Christmas Tourna-
ment.

Competing with only 
seven players, the girls took 
down Brentwood last Tues-
day in a close, fast-paced 
match in front of a support-
ive home team crowd. Final 
score was 52-46.

Kayla Gromme led the 
way with 21 points, with 
Monique Comeau adding 11 
and Amanda Hoy eight.

“It was a slow start for 
GISS with Brentwood jump-
ing out to a 19-6 lead,” said 
coach Tony Mason. 

But by half time, GISS had 
taken the lead 26-23, hold-
ing Brentwood to just four 
points in the second quar-
ter. 

In the fourth quarter, tied 
at 46 with four minutes to 
go, Danica Lundy “hit a shot 
to key the comeback,” fol-
lowed by a successful Mer-
edith Raddysh steal. GISS 
scored the last four points to 
seal the victory.

“I was happy with the 
girls’ effort,” Mason said. 

“It wasn’t our best game 
offensively or defensively, 
but we still managed to get 
the win. Considering we 
have played eight of nine 
games this year with only 
seven  players, I’m very 
pleased with how the team 
is performing.”

Last Friday and Saturday, 
the team took fifth place 
overall in the Victoria Christ-
mas Tournament, compet-
ing against 12 teams in the 
gold division.

The team kick-started 
the tourney by beating AAA 
Belmont 72-46. Gromme 
scored 25 points, Hoy, 17, 
and Comeau, 3.  

In their second match, 
the girls played a “young 
but good” AAA Heritage 
Park team from Vancou-
ver. 

“Despite playing good 
defence most of the game 
we lost 63-44,” Mason said. 
“We could not buy a basket, 
despite getting good oppor-
tunities.”

Due to injuries, he added, 
the team ran a young line-
up for the third game against 
Sentinal from West Vancou-
ver, bringing up junior play-
ers Erica Rimmer and Adri-
ane Harkema, who played 
“substantial minutes” and 
contributed to the 48-45 
win.

“Our final  game was 
a g a i n s t  R i c k  H a n s e n 
[school] from Abbotsford,” 
Mason said, adding the 
match would be a test for 
the team.

“Despite being a bit bat-
tered and bruised, we never 
trailed in the game and at 
one point led by 22. Good 
shooting got Hansen back in 
the game, but we prevailed 
49-40 for a fi fth place overall 
fi nish.”

The team was scheduled 
to play at Cedar Secondary 
School in Nanaimo as the 
Driftwood went to press 
Tuesday.

GISS BASKETBALL

Senior 
boys hold
their own
at tourney
Third place fi nish 

“not great, but not 

bad”

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
S T A F F  W R I T E R

The Gulf Islands Second-
ary School senior boys bas-
ketball team fi nished a week-
end tournament in Campbell 
River with mixed results but 
plenty of optimism.

The Scorpions opened the 
tournament with a convinc-
ing 78-50 victory over Tim-
berlands, a triple-A team from 
northern Vancouver Island.

“We all played hard,” said 
player Bob Byron. “It was 
a good way to start off the 
tournament.”  

Despite the great start 
and a seven-point lead after 
the first half, the Scorpi-
ons failed to beat the heav-
ily favoured host team from 
Carihi High, dropping the 
match 62-46.

“Since they’re one of the 
best teams on the island 
this year, we knew we had to 
play hard,” Byron said. “We 
lost, but still took a lot out of 
that game. It kind of shows 
what we can do.”

In the Scorpions’ third and 
final game, a consolation 
round match to determine 
the tournament’s third and 
fourth-place teams, the senior 
boys barely edged out Sooke’s 
Edward Milne Community 
School by a score of 51-50.

“We lacked intensity in 
that game,” Byron said. “We 
were lucky to pull it out with 
a one-point win.”  

GISS player Martin Lan-
nan was awarded a first-
team all-star award after he 
finished the tournament 
with nearly 60 points. 

Byron made the second-
team all-star with a total of 
30 points.

Salt Spring basketball fans 
are reminded of Saturday’s 
alumni celebration at GISS. 
The December 22 evening 
features basketball players  
from today and yesteryear 
facing off against each other 
at the high school gymna-
sium. 

The girls game begins at 5 
p.m. and boys is at 7 p.m.

Claudia’s onthe phone!
Driftwood
Subscribers!

328 Lower Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2V3

537-9933

Claudia will be calling to
renew your newspaper
subscription.
(Check your renewal date shown
on the subscription label.)

We don’t want you to
miss an issue!

p e!
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474-2211
www.saunders.subarudealer.ca

DL#5032

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-898-9911  • 1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

FORESTER TRIBECALEGACYIMPREZAOUTBACK

Subarus have always been the perfect vehicles for driving in Canada. Our new Subaru Canada Price Commitment makes them the perfect 

vehicles to be bought here too. It ensures that there’s never been a better time for you to buy a new Subaru in Canada. Not only are we offering you our best

rates ever right now, we’re guaranteeing that if any national program offers you a better price between now and March 1st, 2008, we’ll refund you the difference.

So you can take advantage of incredible savings with incredible confi dence. Consider it a bold statement by Subaru in a polite Canadian way.

IT PAYS TO BUY YOUR NEXT 
SUBARU IN CANADA.

†Subaru Canada Price Commitment is in effect until March 1, 2008 and is based on national programs and does not include any regional deals, or autoshow promotional offers. If this national program from Subaru Canada gets any better on any 2008 Subaru in Canada between Dec. 4, 2007 and March 1st 2008, we will reimburse you for the difference. *$8,000 cash credit offer is for cash customers only and is available on 2008 
Legacy 2.5GT Sedan 8A1GT/8A2GTV and Wagon 8B1GT/8B2GT, 2008 Outback 2.5XT/3.0R models and 2008 Tribeca 8S2CC. **$10,500 cash credit offer is for cash customers only and is available on 2007 Tribeca 7S2-CG/7S2-CB. Additional cash credit offers are available on select new and unregistered eligible models; see your dealer for details. 0.5% nominal lease rate offer available on all 2008 Legacy/Outback/Tribeca models, 
see dealer for other lease offers. *** Lease example based on a 2008 Outback 2.5i (8D1BP): 24 month term, monthly payment is $353.45 with $4,995 down payment or equivalent trade-in, $0 security deposit and applicable taxes due at lease inception. Nominal lease rate of 0.5% applies. Total obligation is $13,477.80. Based on a lease customer forgoing a cash credit of $2,000, the lease APR in this “representative lease example” 
is 5.34% APR. Freight, PDI, license, insurance, registration, taxes and PPSA are extra. Cash credit and the nominal rate offers cannot be combined. ††Subaru Canada, Inc. will provide a discount equivalent to a 1% reduction in GST on the negotiated price on cash/fi nance purchases. Leasing customers will receive a discount equivalent to a 1% reduction in GST for any payments including prorated amounts, paid by the customer 
between Dec. 4th and Dec. 31st 2007 (excluding Impreza). ****Lease and fi nance customers will receive a cash credit of $2,000 on 2008 Outback models, and $1,500 on all 2008 Legacy and Tribeca models. Leasing and Financing programs available through GMAC. Dealers may sell or lease for less. Offers applicable on approved credit at participating Dealers only. See your local Subaru Dealer for complete program details.

For details or to find a dealer nearest you, visit subaru.ca

S U B A R U  C A N A D A  P R I C E  C O M M I T M E N T †

LEASE RATES FROM 0.5% FOR 24 MONTHS***
PLUS UP TO $2,000 CASH****

PLUS 5% GST††

Ask about Special Purchase Finance Offers

CASH CREDITS ON SELECTED 2008 MODELS: 

UP TO 
$8,000*

OR
CASH CREDITS ON SELECTED 2007 MODELS: 

UP TO 
$10,500**

OPEN SUNDAY, DEC. 23 • 11 am-4 pm 
FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE

#1104-115 Fulford-Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island  •  537-8999

For Stylin’ Island Kids!For Stylin’ Island Kids!

30%30%FFFF
OSH KOSHOSH KOSH

Regular Priced Merchandise onlyRegular Priced Merchandise only

DECEMBER 20-24DECEMBER 20-24
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Sponsored by 
canine pals:

 
Lily, 

Oscar, 
and 
Cleo

SALT SPRING
Sheet Metal Ltd.

A WHOLE NEW 
GENERATION OF 

• heating
• air conditioning

• heat pumps
We are the local dealer for

Henry Van Unen  
538-0100

165 Eagle Ridge Drive

The BCSPCA will be CLOSED 
from Wednesday, December 19th 

until Monday, January 6th. 
The shelter will be running on an 

EMERGENCY BASIS only. 
Call 537-2123 

for more information

±

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

NEW ARRIVAL: Christ-

mas arrived early for the Salt 

Spring Therapeutic Riding 

Association and instructor 

Geri Alton, left, thanks to Salt 

Spring Island Foundation 

donors. Liam, an eight-year-

old, 15.2-hand, Belgian/

Quarterhorse cross arrived 

from Alberta on November 

30. He is fi lling a gap left 

when Zeb turned 29 and 

was retired. Liam brings with 

him experience in dressage 

as well as vaulting. His gentle 

temperament makes him 

ideal for the group’s riders. 

Anyone wishing to sponsor 

Liam or any of the horses 

or riders should contact Liz 

Anderson at 653-4979.

K

RECREATION CENTRE

UV fi lter system approved
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Island 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission (PARC) has lent its 
wholehearted support to the 
installation of a UV fi ltration 
system at the new Rainbow 
Road recreation centre.

“Based on the level of sup-
port from the public and 
the Vancouver Island Health 
Authority, this commission 
will as soon as possible and 
upon receipt of sufficient 
funds proceed with the 
installation of a UV system,” 
said PARC board member 
Peter Lake.

Lake proposed the motion 
following a formal delega-
tion by the Ssplash indoor 

pool society’s Wendy Rosier 
at PARC’s monthly meeting 
on December 10.

While Rosier could not 
provide specifi c information 
as to how much money her 
group has raised for the sys-
tem, she reassured commis-

sioners that equipment and 
installation costs are within 
sight.

Rosier estimated total 
costs would be at least 
$50,000. A UV system will 
allow the pool to operate 
with a significantly lower 
amount of chlorine than a 
traditional system. 

T h e  s y s t e m  w i l l  b e 
installed at an unspecified 
time after the pool opens to 
the public in February.

“We really can’t do it until 
everything is running accord-
ing to Hoyle,” Lake said.

Commissioner Lake said 
he did not anticipate instal-
lation will result in any 
change to the pool’s operat-
ing schedule.

YOUTH SOCCER

Salt Spring U13s and U14s
battle to rule the soccer pitch
Blustery winter 

weather is back

Salt Spring’s U13 Gelato 
girls suffered a 2-0 loss at 
Portlock Park on Saturday 
against Cowichan Valley, but 
“oh what a glorious loss!”

Shorn of six regular play-
ers, the girls — many playing 
in new positions and forced 
to stay on the fi eld the whole 
game with no breathers — 
dug deep, matching their 
opponents. 

It was only in the last 15 
minutes, as legs got tired, 

that the resolute Salt Spring 
defence was breached with 
two late goals.

The Gelato had some 
early chances to take the 
lead with Brenna McIntyre 
and Hailey Brown putting 
some great passing moves 
together.  

Jade Beauvais was a real 
force, flying down the left 
wing, and at half time Salt 
Spring players deserved to 
have their noses in front.

The tide turned in the 
second half, but Salt Spring 
never gave up and played 
with great courage to the 
end. 

• Salt Spring’s U14 Spar-
tans were without fi ve reg-
ulars Saturday against the 
Bays United Warriors, regis-
tering just their second loss 
of the season.

At the final whistle, the 
Spartans were short by one 
goal, falling 2-1 to a stronger 
team on a blustery day in 
Victoria.  

First-half play started 
“scrambly” on a rough 
downtown field. The Spar-
tans struck early on an unas-
sisted goal by Lukas Wenzel, 
who capitalized on a sloppy 
defensive play, stole the 
ball and lobbed it over the 
goalie. 

Through the fi rst 35 min-
utes of play, possession 
finished fairly even, with 
momentum slowly shifting 
toward the hometown War-
riors.   

Bays United notched a 
goal on a nice shot midway 
through the second, just 
beyond the outstretched 
arms of keeper Byron Mus-
sell. 

The winning goal came 
shortly after, as the Spartans 
were called for a penalty 
within the box, succumb-
ing to the dreaded 12-metre 
penalty kick. 

With no substitutes and 
lacking strikers, Salt Spring 
could not muster a late 
comeback, despite main-
taining the memory of hav-
ing beat this team 5-0 on 
home turf.  

SOCCERKICKS

“We really can’t do it 

until everything is 

running according 

to Hoyle.”

PETER LAKE
PARC commissioner
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Art Jewellery

Blown Glass

Leather Purses

New Collection of
 Gold and Diamonds

Watches by:

DKNY, Fossil, Guess,
Milleris, and TimexF
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Open 7 days a week until Christmas!

Bring a Food Bank donation Bring a Food Bank donation 
     to Pharmasave and                       to Pharmasave and                  

DOWNTOWN 537-5534 DOWNTOWN 537-5534 

104 Lower Ganges Rd.104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 

372 Lower Ganges Rd.372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

L i v e  w e l l  w i t hh
Dec. 24

Draw date Dec. 24

DOWNTOWN 537-5534 

104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 

372 Lower Ganges Rd.

Bring a food bank donation 
to Pharmasave 

and enter to win a bear!

enter to enter to 
win a bear!win a bear!

Two Full Months Membership, Two Full Months Membership, 
Personalized Workout Program Personalized Workout Program 

and a Whole Bunch of Extra Treats, and a Whole Bunch of Extra Treats, 
all Beautifully Gift Boxed!all Beautifully Gift Boxed!

$79.95 537-5217$79.95 537-5217

North End FitnessNorth End Fitness
Xmas Fit KitXmas Fit Kit

w w w . m a n d a l a h o m e s . c o m

“Have a safe and Merry 
Christmas.”      ~ Geoff

MEN’S SOCCER

FC Alumni capture island bragging rights
Goodwin extends 

shutout streak

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring soccer fans 
were forced to declare their 
loyalties Sunday morning 
as FC Alumni faced the Old 
Boys in the second and last 
all-island match of the 2007-
08 season.

“It turned out the fans 
were heckling everyone,” 
said Dave McColl, a player 
with FC Alumni. “This is Salt 
Spring, after all.”

FC Alumni kept players’ 
hopes for an undefeated 
season and the Masters 
C-division title alive and 
well by defeating the Old 
Boys 4-0 under stormy skies 
at the high school soccer 
fi eld.

FC Alumni wasted little 
time getting on the board 
as Martin Kitzenegger and 
Colin Walde connected to 

PHOTO BY LINDA MATTESON-REYNOLDS

BRIGHT BOATS: Salt Spring Sailing Club members went all out decorating their boats for a Friday night “light-up” event 

at the Douglas Road facility. 

give the team a two-goal 
lead by the half.

The game featured FC 
Alumni recruit Ivica Budim-
cic, a former player with the 
Croatian national team. 

While Budimcic didn’t 
score any goals, McColl said 
he played a very strong and 
smart game.

“Playing alongside a guy 
whose English is limited to 
hello was pretty interesting,” 
McColl added. 

Mike Brown and Ken Marr 
each added a goal in the 
second half to extinguish 
any chance of an Old Boys 
comeback.

Duff Goodwin earned his 

second shutout in as many 
games despite several strong 
opportunities for the Old 
Boys’ offence.

“When they managed to 
get the ball out of their own 
end they did get a couple of 
chances,” McColl said. 

The victory improved FC 
Alumni’s record to 10-0-3, 
while the Old Boys dropped 
to 4-5-4. 

FC Alumni remains five 
points ahead of second-
place Sooke United FC with 
three regular-season games 
remaining. 

Play for both Alumni FC 
and the Old Boys resumes 
on January 20.

PHOTO BY DERRICK

Old Boys player Antonio 

Alonso, right, battles it out 

with Colin Clark, an FC 

Alumni player, during an 

all-island Masters C-division 

match on Sunday.

“Playing alongside a 

guy whose English is 

limited to ‘hello’ was 

pretty interesting.”

DAVE MCCOLL
Salt Spring Alumni FC



FINISHING...

BUILDING SUPPLIES Windsor PlywoodAnd

166 Rainbow Road, Ph: 537-5564  /  Fax: 537-1207

Holiday Hours: Mon. Dec. 24 CLOSED - Tues. Dec. 25 CLOSED - Wed. Dec. 26 CLOSED - 
                         Mon. Dec. 31 8am-4pm - Tues. Jan. 1 CLOSED

y 
[
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Please...Don’t Please...Don’t 
Drink and DriveDrink and Drive

Santa’s Workshop 
Special!

Manilla Maple
Laminate Flooring  7MM

$115
sf

1x6 Fir Flooring (UNFINISHED) 
Rustic tight knot/instock
Drop by and see our samples 

$253sf

1x4 VG Flooring 
(UNFINISHED) 
Beautiful edge grain 
R/L talley 

$387sf

From Santa’s 
Workshop 
to your home!

PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL DECEMBER 22, 2007 OR WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

Boy Scout Boy Scout 
Christmas Tree SalesChristmas Tree Sales

TREES FROM TREES FROM 

$$1010

20% off all PowerSonic™ Router Bits20% off all PowerSonic™ Router Bits
IN-STOCK ONLY IN-STOCK ONLY 

JEFF

ERIC

DARRELL

All HammersAll Hammers
GREAT SELECTION OF SIZES!GREAT SELECTION OF SIZES!

15% 15% OFFOFF

All All 
HandsawsHandsaws

15%15% OFFOFF

All Carpenter BeltsAll Carpenter Belts

15%15%                      OFFOFF

3 Panel Hemlock 

SHAKER DOORS
up to 2’8”     

$159.
2’ 10” and 3’

$169.

80 Piece 

SCREWDRIVER SET
model#6722 DW, 
4.8 volt 
STOCK ONLY  

$48.

Pine Ideas
Wood Shelving
Utility Shelving Unitg Unit 
15”deep x 30” wide x 60” high
$2788

ea
Bulk shelving
12x96 prefi nished white
$888

ea 

16x96 pre-fi nished white
$1088

ea

All All 
Wood Wood 
ChiselsChisels

15%15% OFFOFF

All LevelsAll Levels

15%15% OFFOFF

Christmas tree sales on Christmas tree sales on 
during reg.  Windsor hours, during reg.  Windsor hours, 
also 11am-3pm Sundayalso 11am-3pm Sunday

84 pc. 84 pc. 
ACCESSORY ACCESSORY 
KIT KIT 
$$64648888

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION
MASTER MASTER 

CALCULATOR CALCULATOR 
$$97978888

All Silky Tools All Silky Tools 15%15% OFFOFF

model 4065
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Wishing you all

 PE❆CE
for the holiday

from

GULF ISLAND PICTURE FRAMING
3203 Grace Point Square 537-1299

CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS THROUGH JANUARY

SEE US IN FEBRUARY FOR GREAT NEW IDEAS • LARGEST SALE EVER MARCH 15, 2008

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-5882

Quality
Doesn’t Cost...

It Pays!
Fine cookware 
& accessories 
available at:

ART SHOWS

Rainforest group mounts world-class exhibit and auction 
Show raises land 

purchase profi le 

BY DAWN HAGE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Islanders have an exciting 
opportunity to view world-
class photographs and art-
work and also contribute 
to an urgent fundraising 
campaign to help save Salt 
Spring Island’s threatened 
rainforest. 

The Art for the Rainforest 
Exhibit and Silent Auction 
takes place in the ArtSpring 
gallery from December 
15-21. All artwork displayed 
is for sale and each artist has 
offered to donate from 45 to 
100 per cent of the purchase 
price to the cause. 

“Islanders are rallying 
again to meet a tight fund-
raising goal to save Creek-
side rainforest, the last avail-
able parcel (19.46 acres) of 
rare temperate rainforest in 
a riparian (waterside) area 
on Salt Spring Island,” states 
press material from the Salt 
Spring Rainforest Appeal. 

“This precious area is also 
home to one of the rarest of 
eco-systems on Earth. The 
goal is to raise a million dol-
lars by the end of the year, 
with the campaign about a 
fi fth of the way there.”

The display features art-
work and photography by 
some of the island’s most 
esteemed artists, a display 
of artwork by the Grade 
4-5 class of Stella Weinert 
and Marie Mullen at Salt 
Spring Elementary School 
and a silent auction. Art-
work ranges in price from 
$45 to $2,500 and many of 
the pieces can be purchased 
with or without the frame.

The gallery feels imme-
diately open and welcom-
ing with ample room to view 
the carefully placed works. 
The perimeter walls primar-
ily display the professional 
artists’ work and the centre 
dividers provide a perfect 
backdrop for the children’s 
art. 

A long table includes 
descriptions of the silent 
auction items and sheets to 
sign your name and hoped-
for contribution.

Starting with Shari Mac-
donald’s trio of trees shot 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Adler Rabson with his River of Peace artwork at the Art for the Rainforest Exhibit and Silent Auction currently running at 

ArtSpring.

through mist and unusual 
patterns of light and angles, 

all the way to a limited edi-
tion Robert Bateman print 
called Sarah E. with Gulls, 
the tour is breathtaking. 

I loved the Old Maple 
collage by Theresa Mackey, 
where she juxtaposed four 
photos to create one unique 
and full-of-character tree. 
The unusual gold-toned 
Sand Willows, Aspens and 
Ford Cove by Susan Huber 
also caught my eye. 

Three Sunflowers by 
Janet Dwyer literally pushes 
out of the frame — it is so 
realistic and textured that 
I couldn’t believe it was a 
photograph. 

One of the larger works 
displayed is Forest Reju-
venation by Steven Fried-
man. Viewers see a forest 
of burned trunks and sticks 
nestled in undergrowth that 
includes both dead growth 
and the beginnings of new, 

green shoots along the for-
est fl oor. 

Friedman displays his 
versatility with Mossy Tree 
Trunks, capturing multiple 
shades of green and a black, 
and white Chesterman’s 
Beach that articulates the 
sand patterns on the famous 
Tofi no beach. 

David Borrowman’s pho-
tographs are always a treat 
and he doesn’t disappoint 
with Burgoyne Bay Giant, a 
striking collage of rusts and 
greens on a peeling arbutus 
nestled in the forest. 

Birgit Bateman’s Late Eve-
ning Sky provides a familiar 
view of Fulford Inn from 
out in the harbour and she 
manages to capture that 
brief moment of refl ection 
of light off the water just 
before the sun sets com-
pletely.

I loved Andrea Collins’ 

Creekside Canopy 1 and 2, 
giclee prints on canvas that 
are absolutely gorgeous. 

Orange is the dominant 
colour in a beautifully dis-
played collection of larger 
photographs by Osman 
Phillips and Shari Macdon-
ald, taken from fl ower and 
tree trunk subjects that are 
viewed so closely that they 
transform into whatever 

your imagination chooses 
to see. 

There are many more 
wonderful pieces on display 
and I highly recommend 
that islanders fi nd the time 
to come and see the exhibit 
for themselves.

Articles from the silent 
auction include an organic 
lamb feast, Bookart Poetry 
Chapbooks, a Phyllis Webb 
broadsheet, a cord of fire-
wood, hair styling, massage, 
green business cards, a heli-
copter ride, a Robert Bate-
man art book, hand-carved 
wooden candles and many 
more items too numerous 
to list. 

After visiting the Emily 
Carr exhibit at the Van-
couver Art Gallery, the Salt 
Spring Elementary students 
travelled to Mouat Park 
where they picked a view to 
sketch, keeping Carr’s use of 
brushstrokes and colour in 
mind as they worked. 

The resulting paintings 
are beautifully framed and 
displayed and add a lovely 
touch of colour and a youth-
ful interpretation of nature 
to the show. 

The Art for the Rainforest 
Exhibit and Silent Auction 
can be viewed daily from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

More information about 
the rainforest and other 
fundraising initiatives is 
available at the show. The 
Save Salt Spring Rainforest 
Appeal is supported by The 
Land Conservancy of B.C., 
Salt Spring Island Con-
servancy, Island Stream 
a n d  Sa l m o n  E n h a n c e -
ment Society, Friends of 
Salt Spring Parks and Salt 
Sp r i n g  Wa t e r  Co u n c i l . 
Visit the website at www.
savesaltspringrainforest.
com. 

“Islanders are rallying 

again to meet a tight 

fundraising goal to 

save Creekside rain-

forest, the last avail-

able parcel  . . . of rare 

temperate rainforest 

in a riparian  . . . area 

on Salt Spring Island.” 

What’s on is online at
www.gulfi slands.net

WHAT’S ON?
SEE PAGE B6
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THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

All of us at REMAX Salt Spring and REMAX 
Mayne - Pender wish a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

to our many friends and clients. May all your dreams come true!!

We have had a great year in 2007 and look forward 
to another in 2008. We thank all those who choose REMAX.

......................................................

With over 7000 offi ces and approximately 117,000 associates worldwide, 
REMAX has a history of 34 years of outstanding professional real estate services.

Let REMAX work for you.

TOLL FREE: 1-800-731-7131
537-9977
www.remax-saltspring.bc.ca

TOLL FREE: 1-877-539-5227
(250)539-3571 
www.remax-mayne-pender.ca
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No cover charges!

What’s On 
      Holidays!for the 

Sing-a-longSing-a-long

WWW.ARTSPRING.CA. 
TICKET CENTRE 537-2102

COMMUNITY

Sing-a-longSing-a-long

Join Tuned Air, Indigo, Jamie RT 
and a host of other community musicians 

for an evening of 
seasonal music and sing-along carols.

FRIDAY, DEC. 21  7:00 PM 
Admission is free, but please bring a non-perishable 

food item for the Food Bank.

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

Appy’s! $5

AAttention New Salt Springers!
Don't miss your opportunity 
for a great welcome visit.

Call Andrea today for
your greeting, gifts and 
useful info. 537-5261

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

LIVE NATIVITY: 

From left, Clair, Jo 

and Molly O’Donnell  

guide Misty around 

Centennial Park, 

promoting the 

second annual 

Community Christ-

mas Celebration 

this Sunday at the 

Community Gospel 

Chapel, beginning 

at 6:30 p.m. One 

of the highlights 

includes the acting 

debut of Misty, a 

horse who takes the 

role of a donkey in 

the live nativity.

COMMUNITY MUSIC

Fiddleworks AGM needs billet homes in January
Part of busy year 

for group

Islanders are being asked 
to consider hosting a fi ddler 
or two for a special mid-Janu-
ary Fiddleworks Community 
Development Society event. 

The group is holding its 
annual general meeting, 
along with a potluck and 
dance on Saturday, January 
12, at Fulford Hall. Anyone 
is welcome to attend. 

“Bring some food to share 

and put on your dancing 
shoes,” said Jaime RT of Fid-
dleworks, with Anne Glover 
calling the dances and a fab-
ulous fiddle band playing 
live music.

Because several fiddlers 
will be attending from out of 
town, islanders are needed 
to billet the players for that 
evening. 

Anyone who can provide 
accommodation is asked 
to contact Emilyn Stam at 
538-7267 or emilyn.stam@
hotmail.com.

According to its website, 
Fiddleworks Community 
Development Society is “a 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to bringing peo-
ple together to share in the 
joy of music, develop life 
and leadership skills and 
build community.”

Besides teaching music 
locally, Fiddleworks’ main 
activities have in the past 
been an annual week-long 
fi ddle camp in August and a 
program supporting music 
education for aboriginal 

children in Canada’s far 
north, initiated by Fiddle-
works founder Jaime Roke-
by-Thomas. Barn dances 
are also held on Salt Spring 
throughout the year.

This fall Fiddleworks ini-
tiated monthly community 
jams on the second Friday 
of each month at the United 
Church, and the Community 
Fiddle Orchestra led by Stam. 

Fiddleworks welcomes 
new society members, and 
donations of instruments or 
dollars. 

MUSIC REVIEW

Perfect Christmas memories made
Invention, musicianship and 

Hammond B3 organ 

BY ANDREA RABINOVITCH
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

With chestnuts roasting, bells a-jin-
gling, and CBC recording, We B3 Kings 
filled the almost full ArtSpring the-
atre on Sunday afternoon with enough 
Christmas cheer to last till Old St. Nick 
squeezes his girth down our chimneys 
in a few days’ time.

Cory Weeds on saxophone, Denzal 
Sinclaire on drums and vocals, Chris 
Gestrin on Hammond organ and Bill 
Coon on guitar turned standard and 
frankly staid Christmas carols into 
groovy improvised renditions that 
swung, rocked and always surprised.

A quartet of Vancouver jazz musi-
cians that come together for this Christ-
mas gig only, they recorded an album 
“A Cellar Live Christmas” in August of 
2004 with Cellar Live Records. Cellar 
Live Records is Weeds’ company, as is 
The Cellar Restaurant and Jazz Club, 
where We B3 Kings routinely sells out 
in the holiday season. 

There’s a good reason why.
They are all fi ne musicians and their 

arrangements are so unusual and 
inventive. Then when solo time arrives, 
each shows his chops with aplomb.

The most distinctive sound came 

from the Hammond organ provided 
by Gestrin. 

A little internet research found an 
awesome site — www.hammond-or-
gan.com — that explained why that 
sound was so familiar. 

The Hammond organ was patented 
in 1934, but the B3 model, designed 
with percussion capabilities, really 
soared when created in 1955. 

Besides my memory of the musi-
cian and singer hired to entertain at 
the revolving restaurant and supper 
club high atop the Chateau Lacombe 
in Edmonton — every city had one of 
these, didn’t they? — the sound is asso-
ciated with both jazz and rock musi-
cians of the ‘50s and ‘60s.

Gestrin uses two keyboards with 
Hammond organ simulators and an 
original Leslie speaker to recreate the 
sound. A real Hammond organ weighs 
around 400 pounds, not exactly an 
easy touring instrument.

Wittily opening with Jimmy Heath’s 
Gingerbread Man, then sliding into 
Gordon and Lee’s Christmas Dream-
ing with Sinclaire’s mellow vocals, and 
entering the funky groove of a very 
syncopated Do You Hear What I Hear 
opened up room for Weeds’ tasty-as-
shortbread solos and Coon’s soulful 
acoustic guitar renderings.

A very laid back Little Drummer Boy, 
sung by Sinclaire and accompanied by 

Gestrin, with Coons providing fi ll, dis-
played what the Hammond organ was 
originally supposed to be: a low-cost 
pipe organ substitute. Sinclaire’s vocals 
made the favourite very personal while 
the organ offered spiritual support.

Opening the second set, a non-
Christmas song, the familiar Bobby 
Timmins’ Moanin, proved just how 
tight this quartet was.

If you could imagine the Adams 
Family theme song circa 1964 fi ltered 
through Tchaikovsky’s Sugar Plum 
Fairy from the Nutcracker Suite, then 
the B3 Kings rendition was truly an 
original and just as creepy. 

The concert also contained several 
chortle-out-loud-funny musical jokes, 
like Coon’s James Bond theme. You can 
hear Salt Springers enjoying the con-
cert on CBC Radio 2 on Canada Live 
between 8 and 10 p.m. on December 
22. 

What Child is This and Greensleeves 
beautifully melded and opened with a love-
ly duet with Sinclaire on vocals and Coons 
holding him up with melodic subtlety. 

Jingle Bells closed the concert. Mind 
you, I had to sing the verse under my 
breath to make sure that it was actually 
Jingle Bells, as the arrangement was 
so fresh. Endless invention, serious 
musicianship and obscure childhood 
memories: what more could one ask 
for from a Christmas concert?
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Holiday Hours
DECEMBER 23, 24, 25 -  CLOSED

DECEMBER 26 BOXING DAY -  OPEN
DECEMBER 27, 28, 29 -  OPEN
DECEMBER 30 & 31 -  CLOSED

CLOSED FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2008

Season’s Greetings
 Hermann, René and Staff

1-121 McPhillips Ave. @ Creekside • 537-4491

• The Best traditional Tortier outside of Quebec
• Rum Soaked Fruit and Nut Cake
• Vegetarian Mince and Heirloom Organic Apple Pies
• The greatest shortbreads • Our famous Pesto Crackers
•  Breads and Buns • All your Favourite Croissants (order frozen

and bake them fresh Christmas morning for the family)

Everyones favourite Granola and a Pound of Barb’s 
Coffee make the perfect stocking stuffers.

 

HOLIDAY HOURS
Christmas Eve 7-3 • Christmas Closed

Boxing Day Closed • New Year’s Eve 7-3
New Year’s Day Closed • Jan. 2nd and 3rd Closed

DON’T BE DISAPPOINTED THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
PRE-ORDER ALL YOUR HOLIDAY FAVOURITES

Galleons Lap
A t e l i e r - G a l l e r y

103 Park Dr
538-0182

www.glphoto.com

Open
11 - 5pm
Wed to Sat

New Prints by
Kevin Steinke of
Cusheon Creek

Part Proceeds to
the Creekside Rain-
forest Campaign

Creekside Rainforest

Continues to Dec 19 
Closed for the Holidays 
starting Dec 20

Moby’s PubMoby’s Pub
Open: 11 am - 11 pm  Sun.-Thurs. 

11 am - Midnight Fri/Sat • Kitchen: 11 am - 9 pm
Later evening menu: 9 - 10 pm  7 days/week

537-5559

BOXING DAY BASH
Donny Brook and the Haymakers
AKA Matt Steffi ch, Dave Roland, Doug Rhodes 
& special guest
8:00 pm December 26th

New  Management
New Menu

New Attitude

sat/sun
brunch
11-2

new year’s eve   “auntie kate”
Don’t forget your tickets 
in advance...they’re going fast 
$10 per person

Sun.-Thurs. 
hen: 11 am 9 pm

ee”

Daily Food 
& Beer
Specials with

ISLAND THEATRE

New Graffiti talent on board
Salt Spring poised 

to become 

theatrical force 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Recent changes at Graf-
fiti Theatre have members 
excited about the group and 
the future of theatre on Salt 
Spring Island.

S i n c e  t h e  c o m p a n y 
began performing live the-
atre on the island 10 years 
ago, Amanda Spottiswoode 
always sought to bring high-
calibre performances to the 
island.

Now, thanks to the hir-
ing of two veterans of the 
performing arts world, the 
group’s performances stand 
to fi nally make the leap from 
good to great.

“Our goal was always to 
aspire to the professional as 
opposed to the community,” 
Spottiswoode said. “Here we 
go. We now have a whole 
new energy and suddenly 
it’s huge.”

Part of that excitement is 
due to the arrival of David 
Baughan as the company’s 
associate director and Libby 
Mason as artistic director.

Since moving to Salt 
Spring from England via 

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line

#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

Please visit our
website

www.iwav.org

Toronto,  Baughan has 
devoted much of his time to 
working at theatres in Che-
mainus and Nanaimo.

Baughan’s acceptance of 
the post as Graffi ti’s associ-
ate director gives him the 
chance to work with a very 
promising cast of characters 
in his new adopted home-
town.

“I believe with the more 
professional approach that 
Graffiti now has, the very 
impressive kids that are 
coming through the Gulf 
Islands School of the Per-
forming Arts curriculum, 
the new theatre season at 
ArtSpring and the general 
extraordinary quality of 
artistic production already 
established here that we are 
moving towards Salt Spring 
Island becoming a major 
attraction for the theatre 
arts,” Baughan said. 

“I believe it will soon be 
possible for theatre profes-
sionals to both live and work 
on the island and provide 
training and mentorship to 
others from across Canada.”

As for the challenges 
of theatre on the island, 
Baughan added: “the dis-
advantages are only there 

if we consider them to be a 
problem.”

Baughan and Mason have 
already begun work on Graf-
fiti’s 2008 season, which 
includes a spring presenta-
tion of Born Again, directed 
by noted Salt Spring Island-
based director Mort Ransen. 
The play, a tale of Washing-
ton D.C.-style political cor-
ruption, has uncanny time-
liness to current events, 
Spottiswoode said.

Because the play will con-
sume so many of the group’s 
resources, Spottiswoode 
said, the group will host a 
Shakespeare workshop to 
help aspiring actors learn 
the ropes.

“The buzz Shakespeare in 
the park started was really 
great, but we never really 
intended to only do the-
atre outside in the summer 
time,” Spottiswoode said. 
“It’s great but that’s not all 
we want to do.”

Baughan and Mason, 
she said, will not only help 
increase the range of Graf-
fi ti’s performances, but also 
inspire the group to reach 
new heights.

For more information on 
Graffiti Theatre’s upcom-
ing season, visit www.graf-
fi titheatre.ca.

“We are moving 

towards Salt Spring 

Island becoming a 

major attraction for 

the theatre arts.”

DAVID BAUGHAN
Graffi ti Theatre

Amanda Spottiswoode and David Baughan.
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Eggs Bennie every
Friday through Sunday

Gift Certifi cates Available

Open 8 am to 4 pm daily    250-537-5379    106 Purvis Lane

Cozy up in the cottageor in our new heated patio

CHRISTMAS SAUNA SALE

(250) 538-8244
www.gulfi slandspas.com

2 Person
Infrared Sauna.....$2,199*

3 Person
Infrared Sauna.....$2,899*

Granville Saunas +5% gst*includes delivery and set-up
Inside/Outside Lights • CD Stereo • Digital Controls Inside/Outside
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145 Seaview Ave. • Salt Spring Island, BC • 250-538-1730

              www.mar t inus-gold.com

Striking Ideas in Gold, Platinum & Fine Gemstones
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GLASS ART

All that glitters is at Avanti Studio
From recycled plate 

glass to fairy queen 

jewels

The holiday season often 
brings a burst of colour into 
the gloomy winter land-
scape, and there are few 
places better to enjoy it than 
at Valla Eiriksson’s Avanti 
Studio. Sparkling creations 
crafted by Eiriksson and 
guest artists liven up even 
the gloomiest day, and have 
the advantage of being both 
works of art and fully func-
tional.

A visit  to Eir iksson’s 
Vesuvius studio is like step-
ping into Aladdin’s cave. 
Jewel toned glass beads on 
sterling silver glitter in pen-
dants, bracelets and neck-
laces. There is something 
so pleasing about the rich 
colours that to see them is 
like having a visual feast. 

Eiriksson has become very 
advanced in her bead-mak-
ing through years of practice 
and studying with a master 
fl ame-worker. Simple forms 
such as round or square loz-
enge drop earrings, square 
and diamond shaped pen-
dants are classic yet contem-
porary in shades of emerald 
green, toffee orange, cherry 
red and amethyst. 

On the so-good-you-
could-eat-them note, glass 
beads shaped like choco-
late truffles are both fun 
and lovely to look at. A 
more complicated pendant 
is made using an Italian 
technique using silver foil, 
resulting in rich patterns of 
iridescent colour.

Eiriksson’s pieces contain 
several elements that make 
them unique, in addition to 
the artist’s individual style. 
Her silver fi ndings, in clusters 
of tiny silver balls, are ordered 
especially from Bali. She also 
uses high-grade Swarovski 
crystal from Austria. 

“I like using Italian glass 
because of the colours,” 

E i r i k s s o n  e x p l a i n e d , 
“because there’s some-
thing quite magical about 
light and how it interacts 
with colour, and I’ve always 
worked with that.”

Ne w  w o rk  a t  Ava n t i 
includes square dishes made 
from recycled plate glass, 
which she shapes and edges 
with gold or platinum — 
strong and completely func-
tional, yet original designs. 
Also new are some fabulous 
necklaces of glass leaves and 
crystal beads. One in clear 
glass looks like it’s carved 
from ice: fi t for a fairy queen. 
Another in smoky blue/grey 
is equally magical.

Also currently showing 
at the studio is Hillcroft 
Designs by Audrey Wight-

man-Sidhick. Eiriksson says 
these jewellery pieces are “so 
unusual because she’s lived 
all over the world.” Delicate 
strands of gold-fi ll wire are 
twisted with semi-precious 
gems and crystals. Wight-
man-Sidhick uses a special 
technique of crocheting the 
delicate wire strands, which 
are then gathered in loops.

Another attractive aspect 
of Hillcroft Designs is the art-
ist’s ethical business practic-
es. For her fi ndings she uses 
only suppliers that use recy-
cled gold and that belong to 
the World Workers Coopera-
tive, so no one is exploited to 
make her jewellery. 

Both Wightman-Sidhick 
and Eiriksson have created 
items that would make won-
derful Christmas presents, 
and are affordable as well. 
Many of the Hillcroft Design 
pieces, which can also be 
viewed at www.avantishops.
com, are on sale for 50 per 
cent off. Eiriksson’s pieces 
range in style and complex-
ity, but simple items are 

amazingly well-priced, such 
as her single glass leave pen-
dants that go for $5 each, or 
$35 including the sterling 
silver chain. Her princess 
rings, featuring bright bau-
bles on sparkly glass bead 
and wire bands, are just $15.

Another great gift idea is 
the jewellery making work-
shops for six to 12 year olds. 
For $15, kids will receive a kit 
with elastic cord and enough 
glass beads for three projects, 
plus instruction. Take-away 
kits go for $10. Workshops 
run on December 15 and 
again on the 29, so they could 
be either a place for kids to 
make gifts or the gift itself. 
Eiriksson is also teaming 
up with media artist Cindy 
Jacobsen to offer Christmas 
e-cards, which people can 
create at the studio.

Through the periodic 
bursts of winter, a visit to 
Eiriksson’s warm and wel-
coming studio will defi nite-
ly uplift the spirits. Avanti 
Glass is open from 11-5 daily 
at 163 Bayview Road. 

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Valla Eiriksson off ers a variety of glittering gifts crafted by island artisans at the Avanti Glass 

Studio in Vesuvius.

ARTBEAT

Elizabeth 
Nolan

ON THE

ROCK

 

ISLANDS TRUST

Public relations group gives nod to Trust book
A Place In the Islands has earned 

another award for the Islands Trust’s 
mantle.

The project designed to provide 
information and generate awareness 
of the unique benefi ts and challenges 
of living on an island is among three 
campaigns that have received the fi rst 
province-wide awards offered by the 
Canadian Public Relations Society.

The awards are offered by a part-
nership of the three B.C. chapters of 
the Canadian Public Relations Society 
in Vancouver, Victoria (CPRS VI) and 
Northern Lights in Prince George and 

are bestowed on communications pro-
fessionals who demonstrate the high-
est ethical and professional standards 
while performing outstanding work. 

“The Vancouver Island award is 
shared by Laura Stringer, communica-
tions specialist for the Islands Trust, 
and Kathleen Foley, director of educa-
tion and outreach of the San Juan Pres-
ervation Trust in Washington State, 
who coordinated the project. The 
public education tool is the result of a 
cross-border partnership between the 
two organizations, which share many 
issues in common.” 

The publication, which covers top-
ics ranging from water conservation to 
green building practices, also received 
an honourable mention award earlier 
this year in the “best practices” cat-
egory of the Community Excellence 
Awards at the Union of B.C. Munici-
palities convention.

“We have received many positive 
comments from islanders about A 
Place in the Islands and to be singled 
out for a second province-wide award 
is a wonderful tribute to this initiative,” 
said Kim Benson, chair of Islands Trust 
Council. 



What’s On This Week
Wed.Wed.

Dec  19

121 UPPER GANGES ROAD                  537-4700

Christmas 
Dinner

Traditional turkey dinner
with all the trimmings.

Book before we sell out!

537-4700
5 pm or 7 pm seating.

PETER BALJET

0% Financing continues on selected models

rts 250 746 4466        Body Shop 250 748 4370        www.peterbaljetgm.com 

DAVE
PEARS

MORGAN
HARRISON

ANGELA
KETCH

GREG
POWERS

ROSS
MCCAULEY

RED
BELLIS

Vancouver Island’s largest selection 
of quality pre-owned vehicles!

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

6300 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan      Sales & Service 250 7

ROB
EASTMAN

JERRY
DEOL

STEVE 
AYDON

CRAIG 
HINDLE

DAN 
EASTON

JOE
GRAHAM

Vancouver Island’s largest selection 
of quality pre-owned vehicles!

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Vancouver Island’s largest  selection  of quality Pre-Owned Vehicles!

ERIKA

Vancouver Island’s largest  selection  of quality Pre-Owned Vehicles!

RICHARD
EASTMAN

ERIKA
WEBB

www.peterbaljetgm.comSales & Service 250 746-7131

www.islandmortgage.ca
Just a click away

Carolyn, Margaret and Michelle

The Maycock & Mots Mortgage Team
Grace Point Square, Ganges  •  537-9810

Wishing you and your family a Very Merry Christmas

O O
 CINEMA

The Golden Compass — Based on author Philip Pullman’s novel, ‘The Golden Compass’ 
is an exciting fantasy adventure, set in an alternative world where people’s souls manifest 
themselves as animals, talking bears fight wars, and Gyptians and witches co-exist. At the 
centre of the story is Lyra (played by newcomer Dakota Blue Richards), a 12-year-old girl who 
starts out trying to rescue a friend who’s been kidnapped by a mysterious organization known 
as the Gobblers — and winds up on an epic quest to save not only her world, but ours as well. 
The cast includes Nicole Kidman, Daniel Craig, Sam Elliott and Ian McShane.

 CABLE TV

• Attention Shaw Cable TV Channel 11 viewers — The Daily is your source for stories 
reflecting Salt Spring and southern Vancouver Island people and places. 
The program is about half an hour in length and repeats continuously during the day and 
evening with new stories added daily. On the evening of Wed., Dec. 19 and during the day on 
Thurs., Dec. 20, watch a story about the Salt Spring Christmas Bird Count, including interviews 
with Robert Bateman and Gil Schultz. Also tune in for community messages, weather and 
news headlines. For further details about community programming, call 537-1335. 

 EXHIBITIONS

•  Art for the Rainforest. Exhibit and Silent Auction of world-class art works and more. 
ArtSpring daily, 10-5, until Fri., Dec. 21. Help purchase the Creekside rainforest property!

•  Wintercraft — work by more than 100 artists and guild members runs at Mahon Hall 
daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. until Sat., Dec. 22. Daily draw prizes and artist demos. 

•  Christmas Market in the Park — it’s summertime again (sort of!) but with a Christmas 
theme as vendors set up shop in Centennial Park from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sat., Dec. 22.

•  Salt Spring Vineyards hosts a Christmas craft sale of island vendors’ wares on Sun., Dec. 
23 from noon to 5 p.m. 

•  Soul Food & Co. is holding an art show & sale featuring gourmet breads and baked goods, 
paintings, photography, jewellery and spirit houses. 705 Beaver Pt. Rd., Sat., Dec. 22, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

•  “If Wishes Were Horses” and a Pony for Christmas. Paintings by Mira Warrington and 
photographs by Wendi Gilson are showing at Barb’s until the end of the month. 

•  “Party of Four” — Gerry Scott, Joan Wrigley, Bev Lillyman and Ann Hignell show art 
in the ArtSpring lobby for the month of December.

•  Avanti Glass Studio — open studio and e-Christmas messages with Frog Talk Media. 
Daily until Mon., Dec. 24. Info: 537-9476.

•  Salt Spring Coffee Shop staff member Christine Russell is the featured artist for 
December at the Ro.Co.

• New life drawings by Thomas McPhee are showing at Auntie Pesto’s Restaurant.

Gift-a-Light.
Lady Minto Hospital tree is lit, with carol 
singing and hot chocolate. 4:30 p.m. 
Guided Creekside Rainforest Walks. 
See subject of land purchase campaign 
on guided walks. End of Creekside at 107 
Hillview Dr. 10 a.m. 
Salt Springs Spa Resort. 
Open House at 1460 North Beach Road. 
3-6 p.m. Info: 537-4111.
Sixth Annual Nordic Yule.
Potluck feast, ceremonies & Father Yule 
visit. Beaver Pt. Hall. 5 p.m. to midnight.
 

Fri., Dec. 21 to
Thurs., Dec. 27

OPEN WED. & 
THURS. FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS!
Closed Dec. 24th, 25th,

31st and Jan. 1st

FRI. SAT 7:00 / SUN. WED. THURS 4:00 MATINEE

at Central Hall call 537-4656 for showtimes & info www.thefritz.ca   

N. WED. THURS 4:00 MATINEEU S 00

THE THE GGOLDENOLDEN   C   COMPASSOMPASS

1 hr 54 min
Rating: PG
violence,

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

Thurs.Thurs.
Dec  20

Sat.Sat.
Dec  22

Sun.Sun.
Dec  23

Mon.Mon.
Dec  24

Be Merry
    with  

 Blueberry!Be Merry
    with  

 Blueberry! Av
ailab

le Now!
Av

ailab
le Now!

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service  537-1522

While supplies last

Tues.Tues.
Dec  25

Open Stage With Stephanie Rhodes.
At Shipstones. 8 p.m.
Fulford Community School 
Christmas Concert.
At Fulford Elementary. 7 p.m. 
SSE Christmas Concert.
At SS Elementary. 7 p.m. 

Carols for Christmastide.
All Saints. 10:10 a.m.
Zen Meditation.
Group meets at 210 Cedar Lane every 
Wednesday, 7-9 p.m. Info: 537-2831. 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  ACTIVITIES  ACTIVITIES
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Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.
All Saints. 4 p.m. 
Christmas Open House.
At the Cheese Farm, 285 Reynolds Road. 
Music by Cantus early music choir. Hot 
apple cider and Christmas spirit.1-3 p.m.
Community Christmas Celebration.
Living Nativity, Christmas crafts, snacks 
and more. Community Gospel Chapel. 
6:30 p.m.
Guided Creekside Rainforest Walks. 
See subject of land purchase campaign 
on guided walks. End of Creekside at 107 
Hillview Dr. 1 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES
Christmas Day Mass. Our Lady of 
Grace Catholic Church. 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist.
St. Mark’s Anglican Church. 10 a.m
Gary’s Christmas Day Community 
Dinner. At Meaden Hall. 12 noon. Info: 
537-5812.
Show & Tell.  At The Local. Bring your 
favourite gift. Noon to 6 p.m. 

 

Hey Boy Hey Girl.
Boxing Day Bash at Shipstones. 8 p.m. 
Boxing Day Party. 
Donny Brook & the Haymakers — AKA 
Matt Steffi  ch, Dave Roland, Doug 
Rhodes and special guest. Moby’s Pub. 
DJs Cassidy & Virgil.
Spin the tunes at The Local. 7 p.m. 

Fri.Fri.
Dec  21

Christmas Dance Party. 
With DJ Matt J at Shipstones. 8 p.m. 
Christmas on Main Street.
Children’s musical at Community Gospel 
Chapel. 6:30 p.m.

Fulford Carol Singing.
In the Patterson Market parking lot, 
with warm refreshments and roasted 
chestnuts. Led by Valdy. 6:30 p.m. 
Community Christmas Sing-Along.
With choirs and island musicians. Bring 
a food bank donation. ArtSpring. 7 p.m.

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Wed.Wed.
Dec  26

 ACTIVITIES

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.
Of Lessons and Carols. SS United Church. 
7 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Mass.
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, carols 
at 6:30 p.m., service at 7 p.m. St. Paul’s 
church in Fulford, carols at 10 p.m., 
service at 11 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.
At Community Gospel Chapel. 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service.
At SSI Baptist Church. 3 p.m.
Family Eucharist & Living Manger 
Tableaux.
All Saints. 4 p.m.
Holy Eucharist.
St. Mary’s Anglican Church. 7:30 p.m.

we’re online at www.gulfi slands.net

The Light Returns. 
Part ritual/part recital honouring the 
winter solstice. Lions Hall. 7 p.m. 
One Night Stand with Matt & Tom. 
At Shipstones. 8 p.m. 

Expressive Drawing.
Thursdays at the Core Inn, 3rd fl oor. Drop-
in. 2-4 p.m. Info: Gillian, 537-5833. 
Bingo.
At Meaden Hall. 7 p.m. Early bird games 
at 6:30.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

 OTHER ACTIVITIES  OTHER ACTIVITIES
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for an evening of carolling, spiced apple cider,
hot chocolate, roasted chestnuts and good will.

Festive Friday, December 21
at 6:30 pm at Patterson Market parking lot.
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★★★★★for an evening of carolling, spiced apple cider,
★ ★

hot chocolate, roasted chestnuts and good will.
★

Join Bruce, Valdy and the Join Bruce, Valdy and the 
Fulford Village MerchantsFulford Village Merchants

Don’t forget your 

Driftwood Carol book 

& Mug for the 

good cheer!

★

Shop locally.

ACOUSTIC PLA

NET
 M

US
IC

Acousticplanet@shaw.ca    537-9668

Great Selection

Great Prices

Instruments

Lessons 
Gift Certificates

Stocking Stuffers 
& more!

#2 - 150 Fulford-Ganges Road

SHOP LOCAL

“Country Comfort & Hospitality in the Heart of Ganges”

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

• COCKTAILS
• BREAKFAST • SUNDAY BRUNCH •

• LUNCH • DINNER •
Kitchen open until 10 pm . . . always!

“See you at The Inn!”

SAUNAS
www.gulfi slandspas.com

Happy Holidays
Everyone!

from 
Bigfoot Herbs

KEN & PAT BARNES
537-4466

104 Eagle Ridge Drive

ISLAND MUSIC SCENE

Folk club fills for popular acts
Young fi ddlers 

command encore 

while Todd Butler 

charms us again

BY MARIT MCBRIDE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

“Back by popular de-
mand” is an apt summary 
for the December 10 Salt 
Spring Folk Club show.

Carolyn Hatch and the 
Salt Spring Fiddle Troupe, 
composed of Ryder Berg-
erud, Robin Bulger, Sean 
Cunningham, Kaya Hunt-
er, Sonja Kornelsen, Sarah 
Lundy, Clayton Upex, Emma 
Woodland, Braden Young, 
with piano accompaniment 
provided by Ele Brouard-
John, returned to the Folk 
Club stage to the delight of 
the assembled Folk Club 
patrons. 

From Scotland’s lively 
Dashing White Sergeant,  
followed by the lilting Port-
land Fancy from England, we 
then embarked on the Road 
to Boston, which featured 
both bowing and plucking 
playing methods. 

Makedonsko Devojce 
was a marvellous, gypsy-
like song that reverberated 
with Europe’s magnificent 
old-world atmosphere. Feet 
were set to tapping with Dill 

Pickle Rag, followed by sev-
eral creative seasonal offer-
ings, highlighting a quartet 
from within the troupe. 
Valdy joined in on his gui-
tar for Irish Washerwoman, 
where the musicians dis-
played unusual playing 
stances, such as over their 
head, between their knees 
or two playing each other’s 
fi ddles, while intertwined. 

Orange Blossom Special 
was given a playful new twist 
with bird chirps, turkey in 
the straw, pig grunts, mule 
braying and even a fune-
real dirge. When a stand-
ing ovation demanded an 
encore, the players returned 
to the stage for an unlikely 
mix of Bonaparte’s Retreat 
and Jingle Bells. For the 
most part, the young musi-
cians appeared very serious, 
perhaps even stunned, as 
Carolyn remarked, but their 
obvious concentration did 
not detract from the talent 
they displayed.

The capacity crowd at the 
Fulford Hall was largely due 
to another repeat performer, 
Todd Butler. With the Festi-
val Song, Green Steve, Prairie 
Surfi ng, Modern Urban Idiot 
(a play on Gilbert and Sulli-
van), Old John Deere,  Sonic 
Tomato, A Fine Line and 
Tapped Out, just to name a 
few, Butler swept the audi-

ence through the evening 
with sets of soaring hilar-
ity, punctuated with serious 
ballads that grounded his 
performance and exhibited 
his skills at songwriting and 
musicianship. 

Butler explored many 
touchy subjects, such as 
global warming, increasing 
“green” popularity, Conrad 
Black, former prime minis-
ters Mulroney and Chretien, 
elderly Victoria drivers, U.S. 
President Bush, SUV own-
ers, leaky condos, fast fer-
ries . . . really, the list is too 
extensive. 

Bemoaning that there 
isn’t a category for his style 
of entertainment at the Juno 
awards, Butler proved that 
he is nevertheless a winner. 
Overcoming the physical 
discomfort of a cold, and the 
blow of receiving absolutely 
no response from one of his 
jokes (we couldn’t hear the 
punchline), Butler main-
tained his charm through to 
the last notes of his encore. 

Dressed all in black, a la 
Leonard Cohen, and dis-
playing a face that greatly 
resembled Stephen Harper, 
we can only wonder at the 
twisted brain that lies with-
in, where auditory input is 
processed, mangled and 
churned out as something 
amusingly unique. A little 

bit of Weird Al, a knowledge-
able political and social 
commentator and a gifted 
singer/songwriter with a 
flair for comedy — that’s 
Todd Butler.

Another “back by popular 
demand” evening at the Folk 
Club takes place on January 
28, 2008, with performances 
from Alan Moberg and Ed 
Peekeekoot.

PHOTO BY ANDREA RABINOVITCH

IN PROCESS: Salt 

Spring dancers get 

feedback from Danny 

McCusker, an instruc-

tor from Tufts Uni-

versity in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, at an 

Antler Ridge Studio 

workshop. Part of 

ArtSpring’s Dance 

Outreach program 

with Made in B.C. 

support, dancers will 

perform the work-

shopped piece in 

April 2008.
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224848113838
Lb.

6868¢¢ 228888

229797

Pkg 5 50000

AQUA STAR

FROZEN
SHRIMP RING
227 Gram Box ..................................................249

LILYDALE GRADE “A”LILYDALE GRADE “A”

FRESH YOUNG
TURKEY
While Stock Lasts  4.14 Kg ...........................188

BC GROWN “EXTRA FANCY”BC GROWN “EXTRA FANCY”

ROYAL GALA
LARGE APPLES
1.94 Kg .......................................................88¢

FRESH “ALL SIZE PKGS”

EXTRA LEAN
GROUND BEEF
5.91 Kg ............................................................268

CALIFORNIA GROWN NO. 1

FRESH
CARROTS
5 Lb Bag ............................................................248

“SO SMALL..SO SWEET” IMPORTED FROM CHINA

SEEDLESS BABY
MANDARINS
3 Lb Box ............................................................348

OCEAN SPRAYOCEAN SPRAY WHOLE WHOLE JELLIED JELLIED

CRANBERRY 
SAUCE
398 mL Tin .......................................................300

DARE CRACKERSDARE CRACKERS

BRETON  VINTA
GRAINS FIRST

200 - 250 Gram Box .......................................400
CHILLED ASSORTED VARIETIESCHILLED ASSORTED VARIETIES 

TROPICANA
JUICE
1 - 1.89 Litre Ctn. + Deposit .............................398

ASSORTED VARIETIESASSORTED VARIETIES

STOVE TOP 
STUFFING
120 Gram Box ............................................98¢

FRESH BAKEDFRESH BAKED

APPLE PIE 
PUMPKIN PIE

8” Size Each .....................................................700
SELECTED VARIETIESSELECTED VARIETIES 

ISLAND FARMS 
ICE CREAM
1.89 Litre Tub ...................................................498

FROZEN SELECTED VARIETIES
GREEN GIANTGREEN GIANT

VEGETABLESVEGETABLES

1.891.89 Litre Bottle + DepositLitre Bottle + Deposit

1.361.36 Litre Tin + DepositLitre Tin + Deposit155 - 250155 - 250 Grams EachGrams Each

BC GROWN NO. 1BC GROWN NO. 1
RUSSETRUSSET

POTATOESPOTATOES

1010 Lb Bag Lb Bag

CALIFORNIA GROWNCALIFORNIA GROWN
SEEDLESS REDSEEDLESS RED
GRAPESGRAPES

LILYDALE FROZEN GRADE “A”LILYDALE FROZEN GRADE “A”

YOUNG TURKEYYOUNG TURKEY

LIMITLIMIT 11 per family order over limitper family order over limit 1.581.58 Lb./Lb./ 3.483.48 Kg.Kg. 3.043.04 Kg.Kg.

LAY’S ASSORTED VARIETIES
POTATO POTATO STAX STAX
CHIPSCHIPS

REGULAR 25% LESS SALT
HEINZHEINZ

TOMATO JUICETOMATO JUICE

Lb.

CALIFORNIA GROWN NO. 1CALIFORNIA GROWN NO. 1 
FRESH YAMS FRESH YAMS CELERY CELERY 
BRUSSELS SPROUTS BRUSSELS SPROUTS

1.501.50 Kg. Kg.

229797
950950 mL JarmL Jar

ALL VARIETIES
KRAFTKRAFT

MIRACLE WHIPMIRACLE WHIP

MOTT’S
GARDEN COCKTAIL ORGARDEN COCKTAIL OR

CLAMATO COCKTAILCLAMATO COCKTAIL

5.475.47 Kg.Kg.

HOLIDAY HOURSHOLIDAY HOURS
CHRISTMAS EVE – 8AM - 7PMCHRISTMAS EVE – 8AM - 7PM
CHRISTMAS DAY – CLOSEDCHRISTMAS DAY – CLOSED
BOXING DAY – 9AM - 7PMBOXING DAY – 9AM - 7PM 229797

22 Litre Ctn. Litre Ctn.

11 Kg Bag Kg Bag

SHANK PORTIONSHANK PORTION 
SMOKED SKINLESSSMOKED SKINLESS
COOK’S HAMCOOK’S HAM

3.923.92 KgKg

117878

668888
Lb.

CANADA GRADE “AA” BEEF CAPLESSCANADA GRADE “AA” BEEF CAPLESS
PRIME RIBPRIME RIB

OVEN ROASTOVEN ROAST

15.1715.17 Kg. Kg.

66 x x 710710mL + Dep.mL + Dep. 1212 x x 355355mL + Dep.mL + Dep.

ISLAND FARMS
TRADITIONALTRADITIONAL
EGG NOGEGG NOG

SOFT ¼ SQUARES¼ SQUARES
IMPERIALIMPERIAL

MARGARINEMARGARINE

Lb.Lb.

LARGE
SIZE

Lb.

FOR
3

1.361.36Kg/Kg/33 Lb Pkg.Lb Pkg.

FOR
2

Lb.Lb.

Lb.Lb.

COKECOKE SPRITESPRITE
CANADA DRY GINGER ALECANADA DRY GINGER ALE
DASANI WATERDASANI WATER

229797

3  300005 59898

5 50000

Lb.

FOR
2

FOR
2

Lb.

FOR
2

FOR
2

FOR
2

Locally
owned
and
operated

We reserve the right to limit quantities.We reserve the right to limit quantities.
Photographs used in this ad are for presentation purposes only.Photographs used in this ad are for presentation purposes only.

SIDNEY BY THE SEA — FORMERLY SIDNEY SUPER FOODS

All Locations 8All Locations  8AMAM - 10 - 10PMPM
Except Sidney Location 8am - 9pmExcept Sidney Location 8am - 9pm

1521 McKENZIE 1521 McKENZIE at Cedar Hill Road, Victoriaat Cedar Hill Road, Victoria

QUADRA STREET VILLAGEQUADRA STREET VILLAGE
2635 Quadra St., Victoria 2635 Quadra St., Victoria

ATHLONE COURTATHLONE COURT
2187 Oak Bay Ave., Oak Bay 2187 Oak Bay Ave., Oak Bay

WESTSHORE TOWN CENTREWESTSHORE TOWN CENTRE
2945 Jacklin Rd., Langford 2945 Jacklin Rd., Langford

BROOKS LANDING, NANAIMOBROOKS LANDING, NANAIMO
#130-2000 Island Hwy N. #130-2000 Island Hwy N.

SHELBOURNE PLAZASHELBOURNE PLAZA
3651 Shelbourne St., Victoria 3651 Shelbourne St., Victoria

SIDNEY BY THE SEASIDNEY BY THE SEA
2531 Beacon Ave, Sidney 2531 Beacon Ave, Sidney 

GORGE CENTREGORGE CENTRE
272 Gorge Rd. West, Victoria 272 Gorge Rd. West, Victoria

PORT ALBERNI PLAZAPORT ALBERNI PLAZA
3737 10th Ave., Port Alberni 3737 10th Ave., Port Alberni

WEDWED THURSTHURS FRIFRI SATSAT SATSAT MONMON

1919 2020 2121 2222 2323 2424

Prices effective December 2007Prices effective December 2007

FIDDLE REVIEW

Fiddle fest decks the hall at Beaver Point
Hatchery kids join 

the pros

BY GREG MIDDLETON
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

They weren’t  just f iddling 
around.

Violin students from the Fid-
dlers Hatchery strutted their stuff 
at Beaver Point Hall in a well-at-
tended Sunday afternoon concert 
with some special guests.

It was an afternoon of classical, 
Celtic and Christmas music featur-
ing 24 students from the incredibly 
cute fi ve and seven-year-old Osha 
Forman-Clarke and Cyrus Andress 
to the extremely accomplished 

solo performer Sarah Lundy.
The big treat of the afternoon 

was the Haydn Violin Concerto. 
Sarah Lundy was joined by Caro-
lyn Hatch and professional musi-
cians Jean Knight on violin and 
Paula Kiffner on cello. 

“It was just wonderful playing 
with them,” Lundy said after-
wards.

Knight, on first violin, played 
in the London Philharmonic and 
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 
and taught on Salt Spring for many 
years. 

Kiffner also played in the Van-
couver Symphony Orchestra and 
teaches at both the Victoria and 

Nanaimo conservatories and 
plays professionally in the Galia-
no Ensemble in Victoria. Both are 
exceptionally accomplished musi-
cians.

“I think they did a fantastic job,” 
Kiffner said of the students.

Hatch’s advanced students, 
the Salt Spring Fiddle Troupe, are 
becoming accomplished perform-
ers in their own right. 

They have taken their show on 
the road twice this year, once to 
Whistler and once to Bellingham, 
playing a number of venues in 
each place, as well as on the B.C. 
Ferries. 

They were the opening act at 

the December 10 Folk Club con-
cert (which is also reviewed in this 
issue of the Driftwood).

One of the highlights of the 
afternoon was a Scottish Christ-
mas Duet played by 11-year-old 
fifth-year student Nevan Young 
and Hatch, who has a fine arts 
degree in performance, as well as 
years of teaching, 

“It is very lovely the way he plays 
it,” said Hatch. “It is a piece I like very 
much and he does a very good job.”

Hatch has played in the Calgary 
Symphony Orchestra and at least a 
dozen folk bands over the years.

During the concert Hatch said 
that if she has a student ready to 

perform Bach-Gounod’s Ave Maria 
she likes to include it on the pro-
gram. 

This year Kaya Hunter worked 
hard to perfect the piece that peo-
ple know so well it has to be played 
very well indeed.

“It is a beautiful song and it 
takes a great deal of skill to play 
it as beautifully as she did,” Hatch 
said.

For the students, getting up 
there in a group and rocking the 
house with a half dozen foot-
stomping fi ddle tunes (where you 
can get up there and break a few 
bow hairs) was probably the hit of 
the evening.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

ArtSpring’s 
carol blitz 
runs Friday
Food bank donation 

part of the tradition

Christmas on Salt Spring 
without ArtSpring’s annu-
al community Carol Sing-
Along would be as lacking 
as Santa without his sleigh, 
the Wise Men without their 
star, or a pudding without 
its holly. 

So producer Jill Tarswell 
has lined up a packed eve-
ning of musical cheer fea-
turing local singers, musi-
cians and other performers, 
as well as lots of opportu-
nities for everyone to sing 
popular Christmas carols.

The sing-along happens 
at 7 p.m. on Friday, Decem-
ber 21 in the ArtSpring the-
atre.

Salt Spring fiddler and 
recording star Jaime RT will 
perform, as will Barbara 
Slater and several island 
choral groups, including 
The Scrooge Singers led by 
Sue Newman, the Salt Spring 
Vocal Quartet, Tuned Air, 
Indigo and the early music 
ensemble Cantus. 

Trish Corry, a celebrated 
lyric coloratura soprano who 
is scheduled to present a full 
recital concert at ArtSpring 
in January together with her 
Salt Spring-resident sister 
Leslie Corry, will also join 
the vocal lineup. 

A brass quintet from Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) call Brass Age — which 
was very popular at last year’s 
sing-along — will be back. 
Also from GISS, drama teacher 
Jason Donaldson is bringing a 
group of students to demon-
strate improv and give dra-
matic readings. 

Jan Rabson, producer and 
director of Live Radio Theatre, 
which is part of ArtSpring’s 
theatre season on January 
19 and 29, will also provide 
spoken-word variety to the 
evening.

Interspersed with the dis-
play of local talent are lots of 
opportunities for the audience 
to join in singing all their old 
Christmas carol favourites. 

Hot cider and cookies will 
follow in the lobby after the 
evening’s performances. The 
evening is free of charge, but 
people are asked to bring 
along non-perishable food 
items for the food bank.
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Boxing The 
Contender 

20/20 Cold Case
Fireflies 

Deal or No 
Deal Canada

The
Sopranos
(SP)

Open
Concert

Thank God 
You're Here 

"Alien vs. 
Predator"�
(Hor, '04) 
Sanaa
Lathan.

Seinfeld The 
Pothole

Q-13 Fox 
News at Ten 

20/20

Dateline NBC

the fifth 
estate

Numb3rs
Longshot

Bleach

Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

(:10) News TV Patrol News Pink Planet 
III Key West

Frasier Family Guy
Viewer Mail 1

News News News Eureka 
Seven11 :30

(:05) The
Hour

La zone 

Wild Goose 
Chase

SportsCentre News It's a New 
Day

News

(:40) CTV 
News

CTI News CityNews 
International

Frasier King of the 
Hill

(:35) News
Nightline

CBC News: 
The National

Storm Hawks

Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00 (:05)
Arrested 

Off the 
Record

(:05) Chelsea 
Lately (N) 

Saved by the 
Bell

Vancouver 
Masala

(:35) The
Tonight 
Show With 
Jay Leno 

South Park RENO 911! 

(:35) The
Tonight 
Show With 
Jay Leno 

"The Robe"
�� (Rel, 
'53) Richard 
Burton.

(:35) The
Late Show 
With David 
Letterman 

Futurama

12 :30 (:35) Kenny 
vs. Spenny

(:15) "Les
visiteurs"
��� (Com, 
'92)

National 
Geographic 

Hockey World 
Junior A Chall. 

(:35) Late, 
Late Show

Kingstar 

(:05) ECW
Wrestling 

(:15) CSI: 
Miami
Bloodline Music Bank (:35) Conan 

O'Brien

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

South Park M*A*S*H
(P)

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

(:35) Conan 
O'Brien

Tavis Smiley

The Hour 

(:35) Late, 
Late Show

Invader Zim 

Pratt & 
Taylor

PM

MID

TV Listings Pull out 
and save!

While supplies lastWhile supplieses last

Av
ailab

le Now!

Av
ailab

le Now!
Be Merry
    with  

 Blueberry!Be Merry
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Net proceeds from your purchase will 
be donated to the Queen Alexandra 
Foundation for Children.
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TOLL FREE: 1-888-537-5515
   www.gulfislandsproperty.com  /  john@gulfislandsproperty.com

Let 20 Years on Salt Spring Work For You!

John Cade (250) 537-7547
Your MLS Listing Realtor
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SATURDAY DECEMBER 22 
:00 Miss BG/(:15) 

Dive, Olly 
Home
Improvement

Family Guy
Death is a... 

First Story (4:30) Swiat 
Polskiej 

Electric 
Playground 

Raymond
Crazy Chin 

KIRO 7 News

5 :30

La magie 
continue (P) 
(N) Christmas 

Orange

CHEK News 

Home
Improvement

Global
National

First Story Wiadomosci 

Star Trek: 
Voyager
Threshold Reviews on 

the Run

Star Trek
Tomorrow Is 
Yesterday According to 

Jim

KOMO 4 
News

KING 5 News Christmas at 
the
Hollywood 
Palace

Antiques 
Roadshow
Compilation Evening 

News

(4:00) 
"Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed 
Reindeer ...

(4:00) EPL 
Soccer - 
Teams TBA 

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Meerkat 
Manor

News Xin Tan Ren Bravo!Fact 
Presents

Speaker's 
Corner

That '70s 
Show

Friends ABC World 
News

NBC Nightly 
News

Saturday 
Report6 :30

(4:00) NHL 
Hockey - 
Toronto vs. 
Florida (Live) 

Mr. Bean Wild at Heart What 
Happened?

Eagle Com 
Time Sale 

News News 

KCTV This 
Week

Inside
Edition

Fashion 
Television

That '70s 
Show

Friends KOMO 4 
News

KING 5 News

The
Lawrence 
Welk Show
Christmas 

Mansbridge 
One on One

News FSN Pro 
Football 
Preview

:00 La Petite Vie
Blind date 

Diya The New 
Canoe

Making It 2 1/2 Men
Anteaters

Wheel of 
Fortune

NW
Backroads7 :30

National 
Geographic
Raising the 
Hunley

NFL Football
- Dallas vs. 
Carolina 
(Live)

Final 24 (N) 

Aaradhna

Santa Claus 
Parade

W-FIVE
Presents 

Entreprene-
urial Leader 

Speaker's 
Corner

Cover
Stories

CSI: Miami
Just
Murdered Two and a 

Half Men
Jeopardy Inside 

Edition

Rosemary 
and Thyme
Memory of 
Water

Gamer
Revolution
[Part 2 of 2] 

Entertain-
ment This 
Week

"Call Me 
Claus"��
(Com, '01) 
Whoopi
Goldberg. B.D. Sports 

Show Best 
Damn
Beatdowns 

:00 Phoenix
Gathering

The King of 
Queens

Cops Antiques 
Roadshow8 :30

Heartbeat
Give Peace a 
Chance (N) 

SportsCentre Islam in 
Focus

Andromeda
The Dark 
Backward Satrang

Kool
Countdown

Battlestar 
Galactica
Exodus The King of 

Queens
Cops Liar Liar

Cancer

As Time 
Goes By

Let's All Hate 
Toronto

Ultimate 
Fighter

:00 Varsity Inc.
(N)

Frasier Saturday 
Report9 :30

NHL Hockey
- Vancouver 
vs. Phoenix 
(Live)

"Nez Rouge"
(Rom, '03) 
Patrick 
Huard.

ESPNU
House

Tales From 
the
Neverending 
Story (N) 
[Part 1 of 2] Sikh Virsa Andromeda

Delenda Est 

"Luna: Spirit 
of the 
Whale" (Dra, 
'07) Adam 
Beach. Asian Variety 

Show
Frasier The 
New Friend 

America
Most Wanted
(N)

"Lemony
Snicket's A 
Series of 
Unfortunate 
Events"
��� (Adv, 
'04) Jim 
Carrey. 

Mansbridge 
One on One

"Elf"���
(Com, '03) 
Will Ferrell. 

"Crazy for 
Christmas"
��� (Dra, 
'05) Andrea 
Roth. Ultimate 

Fighter

:00 Hockey: After 
Hours (Live)

Le
Téléjournal 

Midsomer 
Murders
Ring Out 
Your Dead 
(N) Insights Into 

Sikhism
Vanna
Malargal

Q13 FOX 
News10 :30 CBC News (:40) Noël

Noël

Poker
NHLPA
Charity 
Shootout

True
Hollywood
Sean 'Diddy' 
Combs

Muslim Faith

Falcon
Beach

The
Sopranos
Stage 5 (N) Sabor

Musical

"Ebenezer"
�� (Fam, 
'97) Jack 
Palance. 

"Chasing 
Christmas"
�� (Com, 
'05) Tom 
Arnold. CSI: Miami

Burned
Scrubs My 
White Whale

Women's
Murder Club
Maybe Baby 

"Moll
Flanders"
��� (Dra, 
'96) Robin 
Wright Penn.

Nutcracker 

Gamer
Revolution
[Part 2 of 2] 

48 Hours 
Mystery The 
Biggest 
Gamble

Smallville Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00

Zone doc À la 
rencontre du 
père Noël (N) News (:10) News Star! at the 

Movies
SeXtv News News News Adrenaline 

Project11 :30

Ultimate 
Response

SportsCentre True 
Hollywood 
Story Carmen 
Electra 

Mad TV 

(:40) CTV 
News

Bubble Gang

Careers TV Ed and Red's 
Night Party

Cold Case
The House 

Mad TV I 
WANT My 
MADtv

Globe
Trekker

Let's All Hate 
Toronto

(:35) Insider 
Weekend

Prank Patrol 

Poker Red 
Rock
Championshi
p Series 

:00 Spike
Feresten 

Saved by the 
Bell

(:15)
Pageant

Spike
Feresten 

(:35)
Northern 
Exposure (:05) Paid 

Program
Futurama

12 :30

Hockey Night 
in Canada: 
Replay "Turner et 

Hooch"��
(Com, '89) 
Tom Hanks. 

A History of 
Britain The 
Two
Winstons 

Figure Skate
Canadian 
Championshi
ps

The Soup (N) Jack Van 
Impe

Saturday 
Night Live 

(:45) MTV 
Live T.I.

"Jee Aayan 
Nu"����
(Mus, '03) 

Professional 
Poker Tour 

World Poker 
Tour World 
Poker
Challange 

Cold Case 
Files

Chappelle's 
Show

(:35) Girls 
B.Badly

Saturday 
Night Live 

Austin City 
Limits The 
Arcade Fire 

the fifth 
estate

(:35) Paid 
Program

Pinky & the 
Brain

Ultimate 
Fighter

���

����

� � � � � � �

SUNDAY DECEMBER 23 
:00 Oniva (4:30) The

Bear
Home
Improvement

Family Guy Spazio 
Libero

Electric 
Playground 

Girlfriends KIRO 7 News

5 :30 Chant'Ouest (:35) George 
Shrinks

CHEK News 

Home
Improvement

Global
National

W-FIVE
Presents 

Sport Italia 

Star Trek: 
Voyager
Meld Reviews on 

the Run
The Game 

American 
Idol Rewind 

KOMO 4 
News

(4:00) 
Nutcracker 

The Fallen 
Soldiers 

CBS Evening 
News

(4:00) 
"Blizzard"
�� (Fam, 
'03)

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Into the Wild That News 
Show

Raymond A 
Date for Peter

The
NewMusic

Family Guy News Oregon Field 
Guide6 :30

"The Muppet 
Christmas 
Carol"���
(Mus, '92) 
Michael 
Caine.

Rough
Science

What
Happened?

Raymond
Favors

News News Relic Hunter
Nine Lives 

Speaker's 
Corner

Gossip Girl 

Family Guy KOMO 4 
News

Travels to 
the Edge

CBC News: 
Sunday Night

News

:00 How the 
Grinch Stole 

Découverte
Sapiens 
Sapiens The Soup 

Presents (N)
Voices of 
Hinduism

The
Simpsons

CW Now The 
Simpsons

NHL Hockey
- Vancouver 
vs. Colorado 
(Live)

7 :30 Mr. Bean Laflaque 

National 
Geographic 

The
Kardashians 

Vitality 

Duel (F) (N) America's 
Funniest 
Home
Videos

Blood Ties
Wrapped

Aliens in 
America

Elmo's
Christmas 
Countdown
(P) (N) 

Antiques Rd.
Oklahoma 
City [Part 3 of 
3]

Princess 
Diana: Her 
Life in 
Jewels

60 Minutes 

Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00

(:15) NFL 
Football - 
Washington 
vs.
Minnesota 
(Live)

Everybody 
Hates Chris

(:15) NFL 
Football - 
Washington 
vs.
Minnesota "Jack Frost"

�� (Fam, 
'98) Michael 
Keaton.

8 :30

Zoe Busiek: 
Wild Card 

Ground Level
Arie Lavy 

The Amazing 
Race Now, 
This Is 
Forever (N) 

"Jee Aayan 
Nu"����
(Mus, '03) 
Harbhajan  
Mann.

Cover
Stories

The Story of 
Santa Claus 

Duel (F) (N) 

Mike
Holmgren

Nature
Christmas in 
Yellowstone 

Royal
Rivals? 
Charles and 
William

The Amazing 
Race Now, 
This Is 
Forever (N) 

Charlie 
Brown

Best Damn 
Toughman

:00

SportsCentre 

9 :30

"National 
Lampoon's 
Christmas 
Vacation"
��� (Com, 
'89) Chevy 
Chase.

"Trouver 
Nemo"
(Animé, '03) 

Inspector 
Morse
Daughter of 
Cain

Motoring 
2008

Dr. 90210 Sufism: 
Heart of 
Islam

"Spider-Man 
2"���
(Act, '04) 
Tobey
Maguire. 

Criminal 
Minds Honor 
Among
Thieves 

"Christmas 
Rush"�
(Dra, '02) 
Dean Cain. 

Crowned
Momma
Needs a New 
Swimsuit

"Spider-Man 
2"���
(Act, '04) 
Tobey
Maguire. 

Dateline NBC
The Last 
Days of a 
Secret Agent 

CBC News: 
Sunday Night

Falcon
Beach
Chemistry 
Lessons

Ultimate 
Fighter

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Path to 
Enlightment

Seinfeld The 
Limo

Q13 FOX 
News

Weird Years 

10 :30

CBC News: 
Sunday Night 

Minuit, le 
soir

Christmas 
Lights

The
Contender 

True
Hollywood 
Story Diya

Brothers & 
Sisters

The
Sopranos
Remember 
When (N) 

German
Christmas in 
Vancouver 

Stargate: 
SG-1
Beachhead 

"The
Christmas 
Card"��
(Dra, '06) 
Edward
Asner.

Seinfeld (:35) Q It Up 
Sports

"The Santa 
Clause 2"
�� (Fam, 
'02) Tim 
Allen. Law & Order: 

Criminal 
Intent

Masterpiece 
Theatre
Prime
Suspect: The 
Final Act 
[Part 2 of 2] 

Princess 
Diana: Her 
Life in 
Jewels

In God's 
Name (N) 

Fries With 
That?

Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00 CBC News: 
Vancouver 

Minuit, le 
soir

(:10) Leading 
Edge

News News (:10) News I-Watch 
News

Idea City Fashion 
Television

News News News Mystery 
Hunters11 :30 Undersea 

Explorer 

SportsCentre
(N)

Driving TV
(N)

It's a New 
Day

(:35) House
& Home

(:40) CTV 
News

Pass Da Mic Careers TV RAW 

Without a 
Trace
Shadows

Law & Order: 
S.V.U.
Noncomplian
ce

(:35) Ebert & 
Roeper

Upfront With 
Robert Mak

Royal
Rivals? 
Charles and 
William

Dark Oracle
The Game

Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00

A Gospel 
Christmas 

TSN the 
Reporters 

JR Digs PR Maxx (:05) Popoff 
Ministry 

Wheel of 
Fortune

Casey and 
Wendy Treat

(:35) The
Dead Zone 

Futurama

12 :30 Canadian 
Reflections 

"On connaît 
la chanson"
(Com, '97) 
Sabine
Azéma.

Heartbeat
Give Peace a 
Chance FigSkate Wild On Kingstar (:35) Jack

Van Impe

(:15) CSI: 
Miami Rush 

German
Christmas in 
Vancouver 

"K-19: The 
Widowmaker
"���
(Thril, '02) 

Jeopardy 

Without a 
Trace Two 
Families 

24 Day 5: 
7:00 PM - 
8:00 PM 

(:05) Da
Vinci's 
Inquest Kevin Gerald

Great
Performance
s 'Rise and 
Fall of the 
City of 
Mahagonny' 
From LA 
Opera

The Fallen 
Soldiers 

(:35) Face
the Nation

"Jack Frost"
��

Ultimate 
Fighter

PM

MID

� � � � � � �

MONDAY DECEMBER 24 
:00 Kif-kif TimothySchoo

l/(:10) Mama 
Full House Early News Punjab 

Times
Wife & Kids
[Part 1 of 2] 

Malcolm in 
the Middle 

KOMO 4 
News

KIRO 7 News (4:30) Poker
After Dark 5 :30

(4:00) 
"Jingle All 
the Way"
��

L'Union fait 
la force 

(:35) Babar 

CHEK News 

King of the 
Hill

Global
National

W-FIVE
Presents
Raising 
Rover

The Ellen 
Degeneres 
Show My Wife and 

Kids
The
Simpsons

ABC World 
News

KING 5 News Charlie Rose The Hour 

CBS Evening 
News

(4:00) 
"Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed 
Reindeer ...

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Christmas 
Orange

The
Simpsons

Phoenix
World News 

A-Channel 
News

CityCooks That '70s 
Show

The
Simpsons

News

Pratt & 
Taylor

6 :30

News

Téléjournal: 
2007

Noël Noël 

News

Friends

News News 

CTI News Vancouver 
Report

CityNews 
International

That '70s 
Show

Family Guy 

News

KING 5 News

News CBC News: 
The National

News Rudolph the 
Red Nosed 
Reindeer Plays of the 

Year

:00 La Petite Vie That News 
Show

According to 
Jim

Entertain-
ment Tonight

Degrassi: 
Next Gen.

Hong Kong 
Express

Bravo!Fact 
Presents

Wheel of 
Fortune

The King of 
Queens

Two and a 
Half Men

Wheel of 
Fortune

Evening 
Magazine

Entertain-
ment Tonight

Yogi's
Christmas7 :30

Christmas 
Glory From 
Wales

NFL Football
- Denver vs. 
San Diego 
(Live)

Hollywood 
Mysteries 

The
Simpsons

Ent. Tonight 
Canada

This is 4Real Pure in Heart Friends [Part 
1 of 2]

Jeopardy The King of 
Queens

Two and a 
Half Men

Jeopardy Inside 
Edition

Rick Steves' 
European 
Christmas 

William and 
Harry

The Insider ...Before 
Christmas

Best Damn 
Sports Show 
Period

:00 Everybody 
Hates Chris 

How I Met 
Your Mother

Malcolm in 
the Middle8 :30

Christmas in 
Vienna '95 

SportsCentre
(N)

Living Truth Founding 
Emperor of 
the Ming 
Dynasty

Aliens
Rocket Club 

Dr. Seuss' 
How the 
Grinch Stole 
Christmas 

Antiques 
Roadshow
Savannah 

CBC News: 
The National

The Big Bang 
Theory

Fries With 
That?

Ultimate 
Fighter

:00 Christmas 
Music

The Standard Girlfriends Two and a 
Half Men

Futurama

9 :30

"It's a 
Wonderful 
Life"
����

(Dra, '46) 
James
Stewart. 

"Le journal 
d'une
princesse"
�� (Com, 
'01) Anne 
Hathaway. 

"Now & 
Forever"�
(Dra, '01) 
Mia Kirshner. 

Diya

"Road to 
Christmas"
� (Com, '06) 
Jennifer 
Grey.

"Spirit Bear: 
The Simon 
Jackson 
Story"��
(Doc/Dra, 
'05) Mark 
Rendall. 

I Luv New 
York

"The Five 
People You 
Meet in 
Heaven"
��� (Dra, 
'04) Ellen 
Burstyn. 

"Cheaper by 
the Dozen"
�� (Com, 
'03) Steve 
Martin.

The Game 

"Cheaper by 
the Dozen"
�� (Com, 
'03) Steve 
Martin. Mormon

Choir
CBC News: 
The National

Rules of 
Engagement

Pinky & the 
Brain

Best Damn 
Sports Show 
Period

:00

Christmas in 
Vienna '94 

One Silent 
Night

Seinfeld The 
Keys

Monster 
Warriors

Plays of the 
Year10 :30

CBC News: 
The National 

Le
Téléjournal 

Figure
Skating
Holiday 
Celebration 
on Ice A World of 

Possibilities
(N) We Need 

Christmas

Falcon
Beach

The 2007 
Juno Awards
(N)

Magpakail-
anman

Monk Dave Gerry 
Gets Away 

Seinfeld

Q-13 Fox 
News at Ten 

"Madagasc-
ar"���
(Ani, '05) 
Voices of Ben 
Stiller. 

"It's a 
Wonderful 
Life"
����

(Dra, '46) 
James
Stewart. 

The Birth of 
Christ

Discovering 
Wild Canada
Journeys Far 
and Wild 

CSI: Miami
Internal 
Affairs Martin

Mystery

:00 News News TV Patrol Christmas 
Choir

Speaker's 
Corner

Frasier Family Guy News News News Weird Years 

Connected 
Reflections 

11 :30

The Hour
Holiday 
Music
Special 

(:45) Bach's 
Christmas 
Oratorio
[Part 1 of 2] 

SportsCentre
(Live)

What
Happened?

Living Truth News 

CTV News CTI News CityNews 
International

Frasier King of the 
Hill

(:35) News
Nightline

(:35) NW
Backroads

Christmas at 
Belmont

CBC News: 
The National

Bob and 
Margaret

Plays of the 
Year

:00

La Messe de 
la nuit 

Off the 
Record

(:05) Chelsea 
Lately (N) 

Celebrate 
Christmas 

(:05) Ent.
Tonight

Kurd TV South Park RENO 911! 

(:35) Marble 
Church
C'mas (N) Futurama

12 :30

"Scrooge"
����

(Dra, '51) 
Alastair Sim. 

"Monsieur 
Destin"

Why
Democracy? 

Can.
Sportfishing

(:35) Late, 
Late Show

Christmas 
Glow

(:35) E.T.
Canada

"A Christmas 
Carol"
����

(Fant, '51) 
Wiadomosci 

(:35)
"Chasing 
Christmas"
�� (Com, 
'05) Tom 
Arnold.

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

South Park M*A*S*H
Dear Dad

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

(:05)
Christmas 
Mass

Angel Voices
Libera in 
Concert

The Hour 

(:35) Holiday 
Movie Magic

Malcolm in 
the Middle

Pratt & 
Taylor

PM

MID

� � � � � � �

TUESDAY DECEMBER 25 
:00 Kif-kif Timothy/

(:10) Mama 
Full House
Spellbound 

Early News Punjab 
Times

Wife & Kids
[Part 2 of 2] 

Malcolm in 
the Middle 

KIRO 7 News

5 :30

(4:00) 
"Miracle on 
34th Street"
���

L'Union fait 
la force 

(:35) Babar 

Poker 2007 
World Series 

The Island 
Farm Santa's 
Light Parade King of the 

Hill
Global
National

W-FIVE
Presents
Tabitha's 
Journey

Kool
Countdown

The Ellen 
Degeneres 
Show My Wife and 

Kids
The
Simpsons

Northern 
Exposure 

KING 5 News Charlie Rose The Hour 

CBS Evening 
News

Santa Claus 
Is Coming to 
Town

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

What
Happened?

Oh Holy 
Night

Phoenix
World News 

CityCooks That '70s 
Show

The
Simpsons

News

6 :30

The Queen's 
Message / 
(:10) Festival 
on Ice 

Mr. Bean 

The Koala 
Brothers
Outback 
Christmas 

Poker 2007 
World Series 

What
Happened?

Joyful
Expectations

News News 

CTI News 

The Carol 
Project

CityNews 
International

That '70s 
Show

Family Guy 

News

NW
Backroads

News CBC News: 
The National

News

:00 La Petite Vie That News 
Show

The Warmth 
of Christmas

Entertain-
ment Tonight

Degrassi
[Part 1 of 2]

Hong Kong 
Express

Bravo!Fact 
Presents

Wheel of 
Fortune

The King of 
Queens

Two and a 
Half Men

Wheel of 
Fortune

Evening 
Magazine

Entertain-
ment Tonight

NBA
Basketball - 
Seattle vs. 
Portland 
(Live)

7 :30

An Audience 
With
Coronation 
Street

Tell It On The 
Mountain

SportsCentre
Year in 
Review Hollywood 

Mysteries 
Christmas 
Greetings

Ent. Tonight 
Canada

4Real Pure in Heart Friends [Part 
2 of 2]

Jeopardy The King of 
Queens

Two and a 
Half Men

Jeopardy Inside 
Edition

Mystery of 
the Three 
Kings

Queen
Elizabeth II: 
Born to 
Reign

The Insider 

Kids' Choice 
Awards

CMI: Chris 
Meyers

:00 Think First: 
Concus.

Living Truth Prank Patrol
Spider8 :30

The
Canadian 
Brass NFL Films 

Presents 
The Standard

Il Caffe Allison 
Crowe:
Tidings

Stargate: 
SG-1 Bad 
Guys

Crowned
Momma
Needs a New 
Swimsuit

Bones The 
Superhero in 
the Alley 

Nova Wave 
That Shook 
the World 

CBC News: 
The National

NCIS Cover 
Story

Fries With 
That?

Countdown 
to UFC 79 

:00 Women in 
Focus

Made in 
Germany

Futurama

9 :30

"Le Journal 
d'une
princesse 2 : 
les
fiançailles 
royales"��
(Com, '04) 
Anne
Hathaway. 

World
Christmas 

"All the Good 
Ones Are 
Married"
(Dra, '07) 
Daryl
Hannah.

Oh Holy 
Night

Deal or No 
Deal

euromaxx

Reaper
Magic

Reaper
Magic

House
Daddy's Boy 

Deal or No 
Deal

Frontline/ 
World A 
World of 
Good (N) 

CBC News: 
The National

The Unit
Natural 
Selection Pinky & the 

Brain

B.D. Sports 
Show Best 
Famn
Favorite Plays 

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Be Real Schauplatz 
Europa

Seinfeld Prank Patrol Plays of the 
Year10 :30

"Pirates of 
the
Caribbean: 
The Curse of 
the Black 
Pearl"
����

(Adv, '03) 
Johnny
Depp.

An Indigo 
Christmas 

Boxing The 
Contender 

FANatical 

Joyful
Expectations

Falcon
Beach

"The Sound 
of Music"
����

(Mus, '65) 
Julie
Andrews. 

European 
Journal

"His and 
Hers
Christmas"
�� (Rom, 
'05) David 
Sutcliffe. 

Stargate 
Atlantis
Trinity Seinfeld The 

Nap

Q-13 Fox 
News at Ten 

"Pirates of 
the
Caribbean: 
The Curse of 
the Black 
Pearl"
����

(Adv, '03) 
Johnny
Depp.

Law & Order: 
Special 
Victims Unit
Florida 

Discovery on 
Ice Journey 
to the Sea of 
Ice

48 Hours 
Mystery The 
Mystery of 
Christmas 

Adrenaline 
Project

:00 What
Happened?

News TV Patrol Inside 
Edition

In Fashion Frasier Family Guy News News News Mystery 
Hunters

Connected 
Reflections 

11 :30

CBC News: 
The National 

Bach's
Christmas 
Oratorio
[Part 2 of 2] 

SportsCentre
Year in 
Review What

Happened?

It's a New 
Day

News

CTV News CTI News (:35)
CityNews

Frasier Mary 
Christmas 

King of the 
Hill

(:35) News
Nightline

Independent 
Lens
Wordplay 

CBC News: 
The National

Ghost
Trackers

Plays of the 
Year

:00

"Tout le 
monde dit I 
love you"
��� (Com, 
'96) Drew 
Barrymore. 

Off the 
Record

(:05) Chelsea 
Lately (N) 

Saved by the 
Bell

(:05) Ent.
Tonight

TMZ Aina-e-
Afghan

(:35) The
Tonight 
Show With 
Jay Leno 

South Park RENO 911! 

(:35) The
Tonight 
Show With 
Jay Leno 

Tavis Smiley

(:35) The
Late Show 
With David 
Letterman 

Futurama

12 :30

The Hour
Holiday 
Music
Special 

(:35) Hors
d'ondes

(:10) Vivaldi: 
The Four 
Seasons Bowling  (:35) Late, 

Late Show
PR Maxx (:35) E.T.

Canada
The Daily 
Show

Pass Da Mic (:35) Conan 
O'Brien

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

South Park M*A*S*H 

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

(:35) Conan 
O'Brien

American 
Masters

The Hour 

(:35) Late, 
Late Show

Malcolm in 
the Middle

Connected 
Reflections 

PM

MID
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SUNDAY

Dec. 16

MONDAY

Dec. 17

TUESDAY

Dec. 18

WEDNESDAY

Dec. 19

THURSDAY

Dec. 20

FRIDAY

Dec. 21

SATURDAY

Dec. 22

SUNDAY

Dec. 23

MONDAY

Dec. 24

TUESDAY

Dec. 25

WEDNESDAY

Dec. 26

THURSDAY

Dec. 27

FRIDAY

Dec. 28

SATURDAY

Dec. 29

SUNDAY

Dec. 30

MONDAY

Dec. 31

TUESDAY

Jan. 01

WEDNESDAY

Jan. 02

THURSDAY

Jan. 03

FRIDAY

Jan. 04

SATURDAY

Jan. 05

Closed

Closed

Closed Closed Closed Open Open Open Open

Closed Open Open Open Open

Closed

Open

Closed Open Open

RECYCLING DEPOT

Holiday Hours

Regular hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm  349 Rainbow Road  •  537-1200
The Recycling Depot is operated by SSI Community Services Society.

Closed Open

538-0318
ssiconservancy@saltspring.com

The Salt Spring Island Conservancy 
sends the warmest of holiday greetings 

to all of our wonderful volunteers, 
directors, members, supporters, and 

partners. Your work to benefi t 
Salt Spring’s natural world is 

greatly appreciated.

JOHN BALLARD ENT. LTD.
2935 Jacob Road, Duncan       Call us today 250-746-4313

We offer:

T
  v

T

WITH 
NO RUN OUT
GUARANTEE! Local People. Local Company.

Avoid Soaring 
Heating Oil Costs...
Call us today for all of your heating
oil, commercial deliveries, cardlock
fueling and lubricant requirements.
We offer great service at competitive prices.

SPECIAL 
DISCOUNT 

FOR MOBILE 
HOME PARKS!

Serving Salt Spring Island and the Cowichan Valley!

Second Chance?
(or third!)(or third!)

Snowed out 
Salt Springers will be at 

SALT SPRING WINERY
Sunday, December 23

12 noon - 5 pm

If you missed the opportunity 
to shop for Salt Spring made 

gifts, please join us.

653-9463

❆❆nce?

S

❆❆❆❆
se join us.join us

653-9463653-94636653 9463653 94666

�

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SEASONAL SINGING:  Fernwood Elementary School choir members perform at a 

Christmas concert. Fulford and Salt Spring Elementary schools hold their events tonight. 

STORY CONTEST

Dragons, trolls, good and evil 
form Christmas story plots
Young writers’ 

creativity comes 

through again

The Driftwood’s annual 
Christmas Story Writing 
contest proved once again 
that the Gulf Islands can 
boast a Santa sack full of lit-
erary enthusiasm among its 
young people.

A total of 148 stories were 
received from children aged 
four through 12 this year 
and categories were drafted 
depending on the number 
of entries collected from 
writers of each age.

Of note this year is that 
fi ve pairs of siblings appear 
in the winners and honour-
able mention list.

As always, the Driftwood’s 
trusty troupe of retired 
teachers and literature afi-
cionados, coordinated by 
the inimitable Alex Mitchell, 
handled judging duties.

Winners and writers of 
stories receiving an honour-
able mention from judges 
are as follows: 

Age 4-6: First place, Jose-
phine O’Donnell; second 

place, Alistair Hayne; hon-
ourable mention, Sophie 
Gold and Liam McGuire.

Age 7: First place, Joely 
Welsh; second place, Jimmy 
Steel; honourable men-
tion, JJ Pomeroy and Aidan 
Sutherland.

Age 8: First place, Zoe 
Cullen-Lahay; second place, 
Lyyli Kennedy; honourable 
mention, Hannah Grant, 
Oliver Roveda, Genevieve 
Lightfoot, Catelyn Creswick, 
Alexandra Barnes, Shael 
Lampard and Aidan Haigh.

Age 9: First place, Norees 
Gasper; second place, Harry 
Yardley; honourable men-
tion, Nicholas Howe and 
Nixie Palm. 

Age 10: First place, Olivia 
Hayne; second place, Sebas-
tian Howe; honourable men-
tion, Owen Twaites, Jenna 
Aston and Jared McGuire.

Age 11-12: First place, 
Hannah Pearson; second 
place, Elise Pearson; hon-
ourable mention, Ari Neville 
and Emily Dunsmuir. 

First and second-place 
stories appear in this issue 
of the Driftwood, with some 
honourable mention stories 

published as space permits 
this week and next. 

Winners may also pick up 
their cheques ($30 for first 
place and $20 for second) at 
the Driftwood offi ce.

Another winner is the 
Grade 2-3 classroom of 
Shelly Johnson at Fulford 
Elementar y.  Dr i f twood 
Publishing Ltd. will provide 
$100 to a charity of the class’ 
choice. 

All classes achieving 100 
per cent participation in the 
contest were entered in the 
random draw. 

This year that included 
all three Salt Spring Centre 
School classes, ranging from 
students in kindergarten 
through Grade 5, plus Jim 
Lightfoot’s class of Grade 
4-5 writers from Fulford 
Elementary, and the Grade 
4-5 students of Stella Wein-
ert and Marie Mullen at Salt 
Spring Elementary. 

The charity prize was 
introduced in 2003 to 
encourage more participa-
tion in the story contest, 
and several classrooms have 
risen to the challenge every 
year since.

Trouble with the 
Abominable Snowman and the Yeti

BY JIMMY STEEL
A G E  7  C A T E G O R Y

S E C O N D  P L A C E

Once there was an Abom-
inable Snowman. Nobody 
liked him except the Yeti 
who lived in a cave in the 
Snow Village. Every Christ-
mas the Abominable Snow-
man never got anything, 
except a lump of coal. So he 
tried to think of a plan. He 
thought of a brilliant plan. 

He went over to the Yeti’s 
house and told him his plan. 
It was, “You, Yeti, fi nd some 
rope to fi t around Santa, put 
it just over the roof of the lit-
tle girl’s house on Saltspring 

Way. Santa will get stuck!”
But little did they know 

Santa was watching and he 
told his elves to make him 
bigger. 

That night was Christmas 
Eve. Santa was going to go 
to the little girl’s house and 
put the trap where the Yeti 
and Abominable Snowman 
were hiding and catch them 
instead of him! It worked 
perfectly. But out of the blue 
came a new Abominable 
Snowman and a new Yeti!

“Oh no,” said Santa. But 
he knew what to do. 

He pressed the button on 
his nose. He went down the 

chimney. Little did Santa 
know, the Yeti had gone 
down the chimney with 
him, but the Yeti got stuck 
in the chimney. When the 
little girl’s mom lit the fi re, 
his behind got burnt! Santa 
said, “Ha! Ha! Ha!”

When Santa got home he 
had a big party. He invited 
everyone in Snow Village 
except the Yeti and the 
Abominable Snowman. 
From then on the Yeti and 
the Abominable Snowman 
never hurt anyone because 
they knew what Santa would 
do to them, and you know 
too. (If you read this story.)

GISS art contest winners named as well
Winning artwork in the Driftwood’s annual Christmas cover contest is also featured in this 

section of the paper. 
In addition to the fi rst place winner (submitted by Umi Inoue) on Page A1, second and 

third place covers can be found on Page B13, plus more favourites on Page B27.
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Island Women Against Violence is a non-profi t society dedicated 
to helping women and children affected by violence and abuse.

Our programs:
• Salt Spring Island Transition House 
• Women’s Outreach Services
• Stopping the Violence Counselling for Women
• Children Who Witness Abuse Counselling 
• “Transitions” Thrift Store

“Transitions” Thrift Store thanks the wonderful volunteers who 
give their time and talents to the store, the generous folks who 
donate goods and our loyal customers. We could not do this 
without you.
Special thanks to Ace Courier for their extraordinary volunteer
efforts in support of “Transitions”.
“Transitions” is a fundraising venture owned and 
operated by IWAV since 1997. Profi ts go 
towards supporting our services for 
women and children.

Our sincere thanks go out to each and every 
person who supports us throughout the year.

WWishing you Peace Wishing you Peace 
this Holiday Seasonthis Holiday Season

❄❄

Wishing Everyone a Safe and Wishing Everyone a Safe and 
Wonderful Christmas SeasonWonderful Christmas Season

103 Hereford Ave.
Tel. 537-1464

Morningside-Fulford
Movie Gallery
NE Fitness
Raven St. Market Café
ReMax
Royal LePage
Rock Salt
Rogue’s Café
Senior’s Centre
Seabreeze Motel
Seaside Fish & Chip
Sotheby’s Realty
Salt Spring Coffee Co.
Salt Spring Books
Salt Spring Inn
Salt Spring Physio
Sears
Shipstones
Skin Sensations
Sports Traders
Studio One
The Local
The Fritz
Thrifty’s (Flower Shop)
TJ Beans
TLC
Transitions
Uptown Pizza
Uniglobe
Vesuvius Store
Vesuvius Ferry on Board

Admiral’s
Apple Photo
Barb’s Buns
B-Side
Café El Zocolo
Calvin’s
Chamber Offi ce
Core Inn
Creekhouse
Dagwoods
Embe Bakery
Fitness Friends
Fulford Inn
Fulford Ferry
Golf Course
GISS
Greenwoods
Golden Island
GVM
Hospital
Harbour Foods
Harbour House Hotel
Harlan’s
Home Hardware
Island Savings
Island Star Video
Jana’s Bakery
Library
Love My Kitchen
Long Harbour Terminal
Moby’s
Meadowbrook

    GULF ISLANDS

W E E K E N D E R  w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s . n e t free at the 
following locations:

A
A
B
B
C
C
C
C
C
D
E
F
F
F
G
G
G
G
G
H
H
H
H
H
Is
Is
J
L
L
L
M
M

THIS WEEK:
Santa’s here!!

Buttercup’s Rescue
BY HANNAH PEARSON
A G E  1 2  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

Copper nickered softly 
as he saw Joe making her 
way over to his stall. Joe 
lugged all her tack over to 
Copper’s warm, cozy stall 
where he and Buttercup 
(her brother’s little mare) 
were munching on hay and 
enjoying their carrots. She 
tacked up quickly for a nice 
ride in the trails.

As Joe rode, her mind 
wandered with the excite-
ment of Christmas the 
next day, so that she could 
hardly concentrate. She was 
dreaming of all her pres-
ents. She did not realize that 
snow was coming down 
hard, that it was getting late 
and darker outside, and 
Copper was getting tired. 

She didn’t realize she was 
going off trail. She didn’t 
even hear her own stomach 
growl. She didn’t notice that 
she should soon be at home 
having her Christmas Eve 
dinner with her family, until 
she was awoken from her 
thoughts by a fl ock of birds.

Joe pulled Copper to a 
halt and looked around. 

Where was she? Joe knew 
she had to get back soon. 
She decided to just follow 

her tracks home and it all 
would be fi ne. It was fi ne 
until Joe came to a blank 
canvas of snow. A thick, 
fresh coat covered Copper’s 
tracks. 

Joe’s heart raced. She 
reached into her pocket to 
fi nd her mom’s cell phone 
missing. Suddenly Joe 
remembered she hadn’t 
even told anyone she was 
leaving. She looked at her 
watch. Offi cially late for 
dinner. Cold, tired and hun-
gry, Joe hopped off Copper 
to look around.

By now, Joe could only 
see a few feet in front of 
her. Surely not safe to ride. 
Joe led Copper around for 
what seemed like hours, but 
didn’t seem to get any-
where. 

Snow was really com-
ing down hard.  While Joe 
walked, she thought about 
how easily she would 
give up all her Christmas 
presents for her and Copper 
to be home safe with her 
family. 

She realized that the true 
meaning of Christmas to 
her was just being with her 
family and doing typical 
family traditions, and cel-
ebrating! Joe missed every-
thing about Christmas, 

even having millions of 
pictures taken of her every 
few minutes. It was really 
daydreaming of presents 
that got her into this mess.

Joe pouted softly and 
wrapped her arms around 
her shivering pony’s neck.

“I just want to go home,” 
Joe called out. 

Her own voice startled 
her. Copper’s ears suddenly 
lurched forward. Joe heard 
the slightest little noise in 
the distance. 

Copper whinnied loudly. 
The noise came again, then 
again, and again, each time 
closer and closer. 

Copper whinnied even 
louder (if that was possible). 
Then Joe heard probably 
one of the happiest noises 
she ever heard: Buttercup’s 
whinny (she knew that 
sound off by heart) and not 
too far away.

Joe cried out. She heard 
voices. Then she saw 
Buttercup, her mom, her 
dad and her brother. Joe 
screamed. Her whole body 
shivered, not from the cold 
but from happiness. She 
wasn’t quite sure if this was 
the best Christmas ever 
or maybe even the worst . 
. . but thank goodness for 
horses.

Toby’s Christmas
BY ELISE PEARSON
A G E  1 2  C A T E G O R Y 

S E C O N D  P L A C E

Toby snuggled closer to his mother, 
blocking himself from the cold. Her fur was 
covered with snow, but he was cozy, warm 
and safe. 

His mother and sister were sleeping 
quietly, while he was restless and wanted to 
play. He nudged his sister’s tummy, trying 
to wake her. 

“Come play,” he whispered. Clara stirred 
but did not wake.

Millions of stars fi lled the sky, and look-
ing up at them, he felt like the only bear on 
earth. He got up and walked around, the 
stars clouding his thoughts.

Toby began to wander away from his 
mother and sister, after seeing a fl ash of 
light. His mother had told him about the 
northern lights, but he had never seen 
them this close before. He loped for a long 
time until he was right under them. He 
stared up, bewildered by their brightness 
and beauty.

Then he saw something out of place: fl y-
ing reindeer and a big brown thing behind 
it, with bright colours on it, and a small 
pink and red animal he had never seen 
before.

At fi rst, he was frightened and turned 
to run back to his mother. However, she 

was not there. He looked all around him 
but all he could see was white prairie. Fear 
surrounded him like a black hole. He called 
out, so caught up in his own thoughts that 
he didn’t see the sleigh land only 30 metres 
away, or a jolly man dressed in red get out 
and walk towards him. 

Toby had his back turned to the man and 
was so worried about how he was lost that 
he didn’t even see the man walk towards 
him. The man was only a metre away and 
the sound of his boot crunching against the 
snow brought Toby back to reality.

Toby turned his head towards the man, 
so afraid he couldn’t move. 

“You look lost, little feller. My name is 
Nick, you can call me Santa,” the man said.

Toby shuddered under the sound of the 
man’s voice. Santa picked up the little polar 
bear and carried him back to his sleigh. 

Even though Toby was frightened, he 
couldn’t help feeling content, for the man 
was warm and gentle, and his strength 
overpowered the little bear. Up, up, up they 
went into the chilly night sky. Toby fell fast 
asleep. 

When he woke, it was day and his sister 
was jumping and playing around him.

Toby didn’t know if it had all been a 
dream . . .  but he would never forget the 
man’s kindness, and the best Christmas of 
his life.

The Puppy Who 
Found Christmas

BY JOELY WELSH
A G E  7  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

When Buster was a little puppy he had to leave his 
mother. He went with some people. They all said, “Good 
dog!”

But Buster grew out of being good. They all said, “You 
are more trouble than you are worth.”

One dark night they took Buster to a place in town he 
didn’t know. The cars’ headlights shone like fi erce eyes at 
Buster. He got scared and ran across the road. The drivers 
rolled down their windows and yelled at the puppy.

He started to walk up driveways, but every driveway he 
went up, nobody wanted him.

He saw some carollers so he went with them and they 
walked up a driveway.

The door opened and a handful of cookies reached out. 
The carollers said, “Thank you, Mr. Marlan.”

Mr. Marlan said, “One for you and one for you.”
A little girl said, “And one for the little puppy!”
Buster was very happy living with Mr. Marlan.

BY JOSEPHINE 
O’DONNELL
A G E  4 - 6  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

It was around Christmas. 
Emma got on a plane to the 
North Pole by mistake. She 
walked on ice until she saw 
a big building full of elves. 
The elves put her in a big 
box of presents because 
they thought that she was a 
toy. It had her name on it. 

Then she opened a pres-
ent. She found a doll. Then 
the box got shipped to her 
house and when her mom 
opened the box Emma was 
there! Her mom was so 
happy.

Emma’s 
Christmas 
Adventure
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DAVE WHEATON PONTIAC BUICK GMC • 382.7121   |  1.800.890.3338

22867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • www.davewheatongm.com

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SSAVE SAVE SAVE 
$$1000-$1000-$1000-

$$10,000 OR$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FFREE CAR!FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SSAVE SAVE SAVE 
11% GST1% GST1% GST

NNOWNOWNOW
RREBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FFINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$$1000$1000$1000
MMINIMUM FORMINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YYOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IIF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SSIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

Loaded

2007 GMC SIERRA 2500
DURAMAX DIESEL

MSRP $56,850
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$11,845
-------------------------

NOW 
$44,995 LESS*

OR

MMINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$11,845$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

Last
One

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

2007 GMC SIERRA 
1500 HYBRID

MSRP $39,155
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$6,160
-------------------------

NOW 
$32,955 LESS*

OR

Loaded

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$6,160$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

FOR DETAILS

2007 GMC SIERRA 
1500 CREWCAB 4WD

MSRP $44,155
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$6,160
-------------------------

NOW 
$37,995 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$6,160$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

Last
One

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

Loaded

2007 PONTIAC
TORRENT

MSRP $28,905
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$2,910
-------------------------

NOW 
$25,995 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$2,910$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

2007 PONTIAC
WAVE SE

MSRP $19,670
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$3,000
-------------------------

NOW 
$16,670 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$3,000$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

Power
Everything

Air

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

I-Pod
& Alloys 
Included

2007 PONTIAC
WAVE

MSRP $16,410
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$2,415
-------------------------

NOW 
$13,995 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$2,415$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

Leather
Hard
Top

2007 PONTIAC
G6 CONVERTIBLE

MSRP $42,010
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$7,015
-------------------------

NOW 
$34,995 LESS*

OR

Demo

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$7,015$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

0%-72 mo. financing OAC

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MMINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$5,345$5,345$5,345

2007 GMC SIERRA
1500 CREWCAB

MSRP $38,340
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$5,345
-------------------------

NOW 
$32,995 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

Z71 +

LEATHER
Last
One

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MMINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$22,500$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

2007 GMC 
YUKON XL DENALI

MSRP $76,340
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$22,500
-------------------------

NOW 
$53,840 LESS*

OR

Demo

ALL
OPTIONS

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

hinking of building ?g of building ?

pickstone design
■ Creating spaciousness does not mean it has to be big...
■ Creating unique character does not mean it has to be expensive...
■ Creating a home that fulfi lls your needs, your dreams and 
  your budget.

                                           Michael Pickstone  537-5967

Taste of theTaste of the
           Wild           WildSatisfy your dog or cat’s 

instinctual cravings

Roasted Fowl, Venison,
Bison, Smoked Salmon, Canine 

& Feline Formulas

GRAIN FREE
LEAN PROTEIN
Antioxidants
Chelated Minerals
Omega Fatty Acids

DUNCAN PETSDUNCAN PETS 350 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan 
250.746.4833

MORE COVER ART: Second and third place winners in the Driftwood’s annual cover art contest went to two Grade 11 students. Above left, is Danica Lundy’s candle theme submission, 

while above right is a whimsical “jungle” theme by Jasper Snow Rosen. Runners-up can be found on Page B27.

Order your
Driftwood

gift subscription
today.

It’s a good read.



Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

20 gifts under $10

Downtown Ganges 537-2701

■■✓ Sudsy Soaps
■■✓ Gifts Galore
■■✓  Blissful Bubbles

Remember, we 

 
for free!

152A Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T8

Tel: 250-537-1654  •  Fax: 250-537-4896

Toll Free: 1-888-267-8111

R. Joni 
Ganderton 

MBA  CFP
Investment Advisor

and Financial Planner

Steve
Somerset

Investment Advisor

BMO               Nesbitt Burns

DR. ANDREA VARJU
OPTOMETRIST

                    158 A Fulford-Ganges Road
537-4356

»

Electronics Inc.

Salt Spring’s Satellite Internet

Merry Christmas to all our clients
                       Satellite TV

                   Satellite Radio

Come in and 

talk to us

www.thesourcecc.com

162 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD  •  537-4522
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MENSMENS
andand

LADIESLADIES

150 Fulford-Ganges Road • 537-9668

We’re the Biggest,We’re the Biggest,
 “Little” Music Store! “Little” Music Store!

(AND WE’RE OVERSTOCKED FOR CHRISTMAS)

ACOUSTIC & ELECTRIC GUITARS, CAPOS, TUNERS, 
TAMBOURINES, SHAKERS, RATTLERS, MIDI KEYBOARDS, 

GIFT CERTIFICATES, DJEMBES, CD’S, HORNS, AND MORE...

Make every recipe a success with exotic
gourmet foods, organic meats & poultry

ADMIRAL’S
SPECIALTY FOODS

SUSHI!
146 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-5088

537-2999 

152 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

Worry free

gift cards

$10 

and up

ROBES • PJ’S • SW
EATERS • STOCKING STUFF

ER
S 

• S
OC

KS
 •

ROBES • PJ’S • SW
EATERS • STOCKING STUFF

ER
S 

• S
OC

KS
 •

MEN’S and WOMEN’SMEN’S and WOMEN’S

“Have a Merry 
Christmas!”

From all the staff at Island Star
* CONVENIENTLY OPEN 

7 DAYS A WEEK

Take time out to pause and say... 

Closed Christmas Day
for a staff holiday!

156 C Fulford-Ganges Rd.,
(next to Mark’s Work Warehouse) 

537-4477

ISLAND OWNED SINCE 1996

our Best Wishes for
the Brightest Holiday

Season ever!

from all of us at

Creekhouse

           

   Warm Winter Blessings to you, and
                  those you love...

May the New Year nurture love and compassion.
And may beauty surround you always.

From all of us at Windflower Moon.
148 Fulford-Ganges Road 528-1889

Christmas Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10-5, Fri. Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5

Merry Christmas
to all our

 Clients and Friends!

Dr. Lorraine Machell Inc.

DRS. LORRAINE MACHELL
& DAVID WEBB

Family Dentistry
164A Fulford-Ganges Rd.

537-5222 Mon.-Sat.

www.creekhouserealty.com  / creekhouse@saltspring.com 
537-5553  Toll Free: 1-888-608-5553 • 164 Fulford-Ganges Road

DICK TRORY         JUANITA HUTTON-POTTS            KATHY MARA                    FIONA WALLS                    DAVE WALLS

ALLAN BRUCE                 NEACOL MILLER                  ANNE MILLER                   PHYLLIS BOLTON              ERIC BOOTH

RICK ALEXANDER MIKE HARDY

Season’s Greetings
from

Creekhouse Realty



USE A “DESIGNATED” DRIVER
AND HAVE A

HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

HARBOUR HOUSE
537-5571

115 Desmond Cres., 
Ganges

537-2513

Have a Safe 
Happy Holiday

SAUNDERS SUBARU
                       1-888-898-9911Sales & Service 

Bob Saunders GET HOME 
SAFELY!

THETHE LOCAL BAR LOCAL BAR
Drinking and Driving...

Don’t even think about it!

Merry Christmas from Moby’s 
new management and staff.

PLEASE DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE

MeMe & Ron’s
TOWING 

Bring em back alive
Don’t drink and drive

537-9383

THINK OF YOUR LOVED ONES...

Don’t Drink and Drive

Be Responsible this Holiday SeasonBe Responsible this Holiday Season

D   N’T
DRINK
DRIVE!DRIVE!

&&

Arrive Alive!
DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE

Happy Holidays!
from

1-800-655-3707
5 MIN. FROM THE FERRY!

Enjoy the 
Holiday Season
PLEASE DRIVE RESPONSIBLY

Li Read

Salt Spring

TIM DUKE
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Phone: 

537-8887
Prompt 
Service

Fair Pricing
smiles every day!

537-1522

Have Fun!
But...be safe!

Drive safely this holiday season

Don’t Drink and Drive 
this 

Holiday Season

SALT SPRING
AUTO PARTS GROUP

Enjoy the Holiday Season 
but

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE
HARBOURS END 

MARINE & EQUIPMENT
122 Upper Ganges Road at the head of Ganges Harbour

537-4202

Drink or Drive...
the choice is yours.

Always use 
your seatbelt!

Wishing you a safe and responsible 
holiday season.

Cornerstone 
Driving School

538-1733
cornerstonedrivingschool@yahoo.ca

506 Finlayson at Burnside in Victoria

1-888-388-6921

Be Safe!

The problem with drinking and 
driving is...The MOURNING after!

AT THE SALT SPRING ISLAND GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 537-1760

evriders@telus.net   www.evriders.ca

ELEC
Ca

Trans

• Quiet • HAVE A SAFE 
AND HAPPY 

FESTIVE SEASON

Mon.- Fri. 8:30-5 pm / Sat.9 - 3 pm
537-5527  /  1-888-537-5527

ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS SAFELY

Don’t Drink and Drive

This message brought to you This message brought to you 
by these community minded by these community minded 
businesses.businesses.
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Don’t Drink & Drive

You’ll Stay Alive

Victoria BMW

MINI Victoria

116 Fulford-Ganges Road  •  537-8603
Monday - Friday 9:30am - 4:30pm

Don’t drink and drive!
 Enjoy Your Holiday.

Have your 
“one for the road” at home!

Get home safely......

LIQUOR STORE
across from Centennial Park

“THE LOCAL”
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

SALT SPRING ISLAND  537-9896  •  MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

This includes exquisite jewellery, 
international collections of antiques, 

including Birk’s old English sterling silver settings, 
Gorham Melrose patterns, Limoge dinnerware, 

Victorian & Edwardian furniture.

Don’t forget our collection of unique 
Christmas trees & ornaments.

For the perfect Christmas Gift!

40%      

60%
to

Our entire inventory including 
antiques is now on display

OFF

Christmas Overload, 
Help Wanted!

BY SEBASTIAN HOWE
A G E  1 0  C A T E G O R Y

S E C O N D  P L A C E

“We have a system 
overload,” the loudspeaker 
blared. “Repeat, we have 
a system overload. The 
assembly line is shutting 
down.”

“Drat!” the head Santa 
swore as he heard the 
announcement. 

“Tell the Santa clones to 
order their elves to hand-
make the toys, double their 
hours and halve their coffee 
breaks. And hurry.”

“Yes, sir,” said His Royal 
Chubbiness, the head elf.

“What?!” Colonel Elf said, 
as he was told by Santa #437 
to double the elves’ hours.

“What?!” Commander Elf 
said, as he was told by Santa 
#93 to halve the elves’ coffee 
breaks.

Everybody was in an 
outrage.

Santa murmured to 
himself, “This will never 
get fi nished in time. I guess 
I have to press the big red 
button. Well, here goes.” 
Then he lifted the safety 
latch, pushed the button 
and a metallic voice said, 
“ABDUCTO-BOTS ACTI-
VATED.”

Meanwhile, Bill was 
woken by a strange whirring 
noise. 

The room was lit up 
with a green light. Then he 
started to fl oat like he was 
in water. 

A bright white light 
flashed and enveloped 
the green light and he 
found himself in the 
middle of a small square 
white room.

There was a door in one 
wall and a piece of paper on 
the fl oor. 

He started to wonder 
what to do when out of a 
small black box in one of 
the corners came a robotic 
voice.

“You are one of 300 
children especially chosen 

to help Santa manufacture 
toys. You will be paid in free 
toy coupons. Do not worry, 
your parents have been told 
that you have won a free 
trip in a contest, so they 
won’t miss you. You will 
fi nd full instructions on the 
piece of paper on the fl oor. 
BEEEP!”

Still in shock, Bill picked 
up the piece of paper and 
read the directions. “1. Exit 
the room. 2. Follow the 
arrows. 3. Go into room 19. 
4. Await instructions.”

Bill opened the door and 
walked into a hallway with 
bright green arrows along 
the wall and the sound of 
“Jingle Bells” all around. 

On either side of him 
other children were doing 
the same. There were 
numbered doors along the 
hallway. 

He soon found and 
entered room 19 where 
three other children were 
waiting. 

There was also a min-
iscule elf sitting on a tall 
stool with a stepladder 
down the side like a mini 
lifeguard chair. The elf, in a 
high-pitched voice, chirped, 
“Observe,” and started 
working on a block of wood 
with a strange tool. 

“We will be making toy 
trains.”

After a 15-minute lesson, 
they set to work. 

The little elf helped 
them and gave them help-
ful tips.

After hours of work, the 
clock chimed twelve and 
the elf gave them three toy 
coupons and sent them 
back to the small white 
rooms. 

In a fl ash of green and 
white light, Bill was back 
home.

When Bill woke the next 
morning, he wondered if it 
had been just a dream. 

But in his stocking he 
found a note saying, “Thank 
you! Signed, Santa.”

Christmas Surprise
BY NOREES SOPHIE 
GASPER
A G E  9  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

In a small town in Florida 
there was a small house 
with a pointy roof and 
straight green curtains. This 
was the home of 11-year-
old Hanna Richards. She 
had long brown hair and 
always wore it up in braids.

Hanna was getting ready 
for bed on Christmas Eve. 
She had put out the cookies 
and milk, and then she put 
on her sleeper and climbed 
into bed. It was the middle 
of the night and lightning 
fl ashed outside. Hanna 
couldn’t sleep, so she decided 
to go to her mom and dad’s 
room. But when she got there 
the bed was empty! 

But the closet was open 
so Hanna walked over to 
the closet and looked into 
it. There was a big big big 
slide! As she climbed onto 
the slide, she wondered 
where it went and if it were 
safe. Her stomach gave a 
fl ip as she zoomed down 
it. The closer she got to the 

bottom the colder it got. 
“That’s weird,” said Hanna. 

She closed her eyes tight, 
which was a good thing 
because Hanna’s stomach 
gave another fl ip as she 
crashed into the snow. “What 
in the world?” she cried.

As Hanna uncovered 
herself, she saw a sign that 
said, “This way to Santa’s 
workshop.”

“Oh my gosh, I’m in the 
North Pole!” Hanna looked 
down, and to her amazement 
she was wearing snow boots 
and snow pants. “I guess 
Santa really is close by.”

So Hanna stood up and 
started on her way. Then 
a thought hit her. What if 
her parents didn’t want 
her there? All of a sudden 
Hanna got very nervous and 
started to panic. Without 
knowing what her legs were 
doing, Hanna started to run 
as fast as she could towards 
a red-dressed man.

Soon Hanna ran out of 
breath because the snow 
was up to her waist, but 
strangely the man was mov-
ing quickly and swiftly. As 

he came closer she realized 
that he was Santa Claus. 
“Oh my gosh, it’s him?”

“Are you cold, my dear?”
Hanna realized how cold 

she was as she climbed into 
Santa’s sleigh. “Where do 
you live?” he asked.

“I’m not sure, but my 
name is Hanna Richards.”

“Oh, your parents work 
for me,” said Santa.

“Yes,” said Hanna. “Now 
I know.”

“Let’s go,” said Santa. 
They fl ew over cities and 
towns. They got to Hanna’s 
house and she got off onto 
the roof.

“Thanks,” she said.
“No problem,” said Santa.
She hugged all the rein-

deer.
“You’re welcome to come 

any time,” Santa said, and 
then Hanna watched Santa 
fl y away. She climbed down 
the dark sooty chimney. 
Hanna hadn’t slept much 
that night but in the morn-
ing she opened presents 
and laughed with her mom 
and dad about her adven-
ture.

Driftwood cover 

art judges were 

amused by this 

submission 

from Grade 12 

student Niko H. 

Nilsson. Cover 

art fi nalists can 

be found on 

Pages B13 and 

B27.
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Ronald Besley 
& Sons Inc.

Design & Build

RONALD BESLEY
LIC.#29029

TEL: 250.537.8885
EMAIL: rbesley@telus.net

Custom houses, additions and renovations

Your import car 
specialists

319 RAINBOW ROAD 
537-4331

Pretzel Motors

5353535353537-7777 434343434331313131
CLOSED DEC. 24 - JAN. 8

Happy Holidays 
                                         from the 

Pretzel Boys!

CHRISTMAS MARKET IN THE PARK
Saturday, December 22nd • 10 am - 2 pm
Arts, Crafts, Clothing and All Kinds of Foods

ALL MARKET VENDORS WELCOME
(Winter vending permit required from PARC of  ce)

For more information contact:
David 653-2300 / Heather 653-4809

...THE REVIVAL OF A SALT SPRING CHRISTMAS TRADITION

SALT SPRING
Sheet Metal Ltd.

REDUCE YOUR HEATING COSTS!

Henry Van Unen  •  538-0100
165 Eagle Ridge Drive

With our effi cient, economical heat pumps.
• Air Source Heat Pumps

• Geothermal Heat Pumps

- The Company the Contractors Use -

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

Martinis! $5

PHOTOS BY DERRICK LUNDY

Miles Gillett helps his mom (Sarah) organize and run a table 

at Fernwood Elementary School’s Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

shopping fair held Monday.

The Puffl e’s Adventure
BY ZOE CULLEN-LAHAY
A G E  8  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

Once upon a time there 
was a puffl e. He lived all 
alone in Iceland. 

One day he got mail. He 
almost didn’t notice the tag 
on the side of his package, 
which said, “Do not open 
until 5 o’clock.” Luckily he 
did so he opened it then.

When he was fi nished 
opening his package he 
looked in and all he saw 
was a ball of paper. “All of 
that work for nothing,” he 
said. Then he picked up the 
ball of paper and opened 
it. Inside was a piece of 
gold. He looked at it for a 
long time and noticed a 
little thing on the back of 
the piece of gold. It said, 
“Greenland gold: magical.”

The little puffl e was so 
happy to have the piece of 
gold. But suddenly Iceland 

began to shake. Then a 
piece of Iceland broke off! 
The puffl e was all alone on 
the piece of ice. Then all of a 
sudden a big table appeared 
from nowhere. On the table 
was a glass of eggnog and a 
plate with cookies.

Then a strange little ani-
mal appeared. The animal 
looked like a monkey. The 
puffl e was afraid, but he 
wanted to know what was 
going on, so he asked the 
animal, “Hello, who are 
you?”

“I’m Mister Christmas,” 
said the animal. “Actually, 
I’m George. I control Christ-
mas. I was the one that gave 
you mail, and I was also 
the one that gave you the 
eggnog and cookies.”

“But where am I going?” 
said the puffl e.

“You’re going to Green-
land.”

“But why?”

“Because there’s a mys-
tery to fi gure out.”

“But what kind of mys-
tery, and why do you want 
me?”

“You need to fi gure it out 
yourself and you’re the only 
one,” said the animal.

“Okay, I’ll do it. Bye.”
“Bye.”
Then the animal disap-

peared and the puffl e fell 
asleep. He woke up and 
found he was on a differ-
ent island. It was Green-
land. He was scared. He 
didn’t know what to do. He 
looked around and as he 
was walking he fell into a 
hole. He was trapped! He 
looked around and found a 
rope and a lot of wire. So he 
decided to make a grap-
pling hook. When he was 
fi nished he came out and 
found he was in a mine. 
That’s probably where the 
gold came from.

So he looked around 
and found a person. The 
puffl e thought the person 
probably had something 
to do with the mystery. The 
person didn’t see him, but 
the puffl e saw the person. 
So the puffl e ran away and 
climbed on the piece of 
ice and drifted back home. 
Luckily the eggnog was 
still there, and the cookies. 
Then George appeared so 
the puffl e asked him, “What 
was the mystery?”

“There was no mystery!” 
said George. “I was joking.”

The puffl e was upset and 
disappointed.

When he got home he 
was hungry for dinner so he 
got his hat and his fi shing 
rod and caught lots of fi sh. 
He got 198 fi sh and he ate 
them all and he went to bed 
and fell asleep. He dreamed 
of all the fun he would have 
tomorrow.

The Dragon and 
the Snow Bunny
BY ALISTAIR HAYNE
A G E  4 - 6  C A T E G O R Y

S E C O N D  P L A C E

It was Christmas Eve. The stars were bright and the moon 
shone down. 

I looked outside and I saw a snow bunny! It was a magi-
cal bunny! I picked it up and took it home. I made a wish. 
I wished for a baby dragon. He was my favourite dragon. I 
took him outside and he liked it. He really, really liked me 
and he loved my home so we went inside. We hung up our 
stockings and we made our beds. Then, we went to sleep.

In the morning we went down to see what was inside our 
stockings. In my stocking was the snow bunny! 

In the dragon’s stocking was a little note. It said, “You 
have won a treat! Here is some skunk cabbage for you!”

There was another note that said, “Look under the 
Christmas tree . . . .” The dragon looked and there were jet 
wings to help his wings fl y faster! I got a jet pack too so we 
could see lots of different kinds of birds together. We fl ew 
over to see Santa to thank him.

Zoe Bentley makes purchases at a shopping event Monday 

at Fernwood Elementary School .
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537-2876
#2 - 319 Upper Ganges Road

ACROSS FROM HOME DESIGN CENTRE SAM              GYLE 
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• Brakes  • Exhaust  
• Computer Diagnostics
• Tires (New & Used) 
• Lube, Oil & Filter
• Steering 
 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO PREPARE YOUR VEHICLE 
FOR THE PREDICTED SNOW & COLD.

SNOW TIRES STILL AVAILABLE

A Very Merry Christmas 
&  New Year

TO ALL OUR FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS. 
GOD BLESS YOU ALL.

Bill & Dorothy Hitchcock

2 FOR 1 FALL SALE2 FOR 1 FALL SALE
Oct. 25 - Dec. 25 selected frames

GULF ISLANDS 

OPTICAL
OPEN: 10 am - 5 pm • Tues. - Fri.   #4 - 323 Lower Ganges Rd.   537-2648

WHIPPLETREE FURNITURE
WHIPPLETREE JUNCTION COURTYARD

(250) 746-4255 • OPEN DAILY 10-5
www.whippletreefurniture.com

It’s worth 
the drive!

Vancouver Island’s Largest Selection of Italian Leather Furniture

Now over
5500 sq.ft.

of Home
Furnishings!

21st Anniversary
ALL FURNITURE SALE PRICED
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The Christmas Problem in Fander
BY LYYLI KENNEDY
A G E  8  C A T E G O R Y 

S E C O N D  P L A C E

In a small town named Fander in 
California, in a small house, lived 
Sarah Buckwheat. 

She had never been outside of Cali-
fornia before, but she still had a great 
life. She was a very kind and thought-
ful person, but not everyone liked her. 
She had a secret between Santa and 
herself: she was Santa’s helper.

It was two days until Christmas. 
She had to go Christmas shopping 
with her mother. The next morning 
she woke up. She ate her pancakes, 
brushed her teeth, got dressed, 
grabbed her coat and ran out the door. 
She and her mom drove to the mall 
and fi rst went into the toy store. She 
was looking and holding a magic eight 
ball and when no one was looking she 
got sucked into the ball!

It was Santa that pulled her away. 
Surprised, she landed right in front of 
Santa’s desk. She saw him sitting in his 

armchair, reading a Christmas list.
Santa said, “Hello. Sarah, we’ve got 

a problem. Some of the elves are sick 
this year and we don’t have enough 
presents.”

“So what are we going to do?”
“I was thinking that I could give you 

$500 and you could take the magic 
eight ball and buy 20 presents with 
the money I have given you, and you 
could put each present into the magic 
eight ball, and it will go straight to 
me,” Santa said.

“So, are we going to do that?” said 
Sarah.

“Indeed, we are. Here is the money. 
Be careful with it,” Santa said.

“I will.”
Santa sent Sarah back out of the 

magic eight ball and she was back in 
the toy store. Her mother saw her and 
said, “I’ve bought all of the Christmas 
presents. It’s time to go to another 
shop.”

“Okay, one minute. I’ve got to get 
something,” Sarah said. Then she 

ran to get her magic eight ball and 
grabbed it. They went to a variety of 
other stores and bought all of the pres-
ents. Then Sarah stuffed them into 
the magic eight ball and a faint “thank 
you” fl oated from it. They went home, 
had dinner and went to bed.

The next morning was Christmas 
morning, but the only thing Sarah 
found under the tree was a note that 
said, “Look in your wardrobe.” Sarah 
ran upstairs, opened her wardrobe and 
saw a whole new set of tons of beauti-
ful tops, pants, skirts, etc. Then she 
went over to her dresser and saw four 
rectangular pieces of paper. It turned 
out they were four tickets to Hawaii! 

“Yippy!” shouted Sarah, as she ran 
downstairs. “We are going to Hawaii!” 
she shouted down to her parents. 
They got so excited that they started 
to jump up and down. They had their 
usual pancakes for breakfast and 
then they went back to bed and Sarah 
thought about Santa and next Christ-
mas.

An Elf Stole Christmas
BY HARRY YARDLEY
A G E  9  C A T E G O R Y

S E C O N D  P L A C E

Once on the 23rd of 
December, all the elves had 
made loads of presents and 
they were so tired they went 
to bed early.

They had made 
60,000,0000 presents for all 
the kids in the world. 

But a bad elf stole all the 
presents when everyone 
was sleeping. 

He hid them in the base-
ment of the workshop. It 
took him all night of the 
23rd. 

When everyone woke up 
they were shocked to see all 
the presents gone. 

They called 912 for the 
special North Pole investi-
gators to look for DNA evi-
dence, fi ngerprints, saliva, 
hairs and footprints. 

So they looked in the 
basement and found the 

bad elf with all the pres-
ents. 

They captured the bad elf 
and put him in elf prison. 
Santa visited him in the 
prison to see why he had 
stolen the presents. The elf 
said, “It’s because you’re so 
jolly, Santa, and I wanted 
to be jolly like you and I 
thought the presents would 
make me happy.”

Santa said, “It’s not the 
presents that make me jolly, 

it’s the joy of seeing the chil-
dren happy when they get 
the presents. Why don’t you 
come with me to deliver the 
presents and see the happy 
children?”

So Santa talked to the 
police and investigators and 
they let the bad elf go with 
Santa. 

From then on he wasn’t 
called the bad elf, he was 
called the Jolly Elf and he 
never stole presents again. 
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Here’s my card...
To advertise in this feature, call 

Tracy Stibbards at 537-9933

Free Scrap Car Removal
Loose metal & appliance drop off

Will pick up. Call for estimates
Sorry, no fridges or freezers
Cash for non-ferrous metals

Toll free: 1-866-548-8335

Call For An Appointment Today

185 Elizabeth Drive

526-0031
erod43@hotmail.com

Hair By Estela
“Sera Bonita”

537-4369 #6 Merchant Mews
315 Upper Ganges Rd.

Blue Velvet
Upholstering

CUSTOM
SLIPCOVERS

Klyne Const uction Consulting

• Pre-construction planning, budgets, contracts and site reviews
• Project Management - residential and commercial

• Hourly or package pricing to meet your needs
• High-end specialists, serving the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island
Al Klyne
250-539-9887

Fax: 1-866-227-2732
alanklyne@telus.net

• HPO Owner Builder consulting

Protect Your Investment

Klyne CoCoConsnstt ucuctitioonn CoConsnsn ulultingg

•• PrPrP e-constrtrucucuctittioonn plplp anananninin ngng, bbubudgdggetetss, cocoonntrararactcttss anannddd sisitte reeviviews
••• PrPrProjojojecece tt MaMaMananagegg mememennnt -t -t rer siiddedentiaaall anananddd cococ mmmmmere ciall

•• HoHoururllyy oorr pap kckaggee prprp icicing to meeett yoyoyourr neneneedededsss
• HiHighgh-e-end sspecciaalilistttsss,, seservrvingg ththee GuGuGulf IsIslaal ndds and VancouuvuveeVV rr Isslalannd
AAll KlKlynynee
250-53539-9-989887877

FaFaax: 1-866-2277-2727322
alalananklklyne@teluuus.nenet

•• HPHPO O OwOwnenerr BuBuuilildeder r consnsulultitingng

PrPrrrotototototo ecececct t tt Yoourur IIInvnvnvesesesstmtmtmttt eneentt

Oni Freeman, MA, MFT
537-7476

Sandtray • Worldplay Practitioner
Miniature “sand play” world building offers 
direct access to the deepest consciousness, 
facilitating a psychotherapeutic or 
transformational process. 
introductory offer

Aqua is distributed throughout the Gulf Islands,
Victoria, the Cowichan Valley and select locations on Vancouver Island.

Gulf Islands Living
- a fi ne read. 
Published by The Driftwood

The latest edition now available!
Featuring       • Holidays in the Gulf Islands

• Painter Nicola Wheston
• Award winning Wilco Construction
• Shelley Easthope & Ki to Health
• Chef Bruce Wood 

  

Call 537-9933    Toll free 1-877-537-9934
Email: sales@gulfi slands.net   Fax: 250-537-2613

AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE INCLUDING:
• Pattersons Market      • Vesuvius Store
• Raven Street Market  • Salt Spring Natureworks
• Driftwood

Gold 2007
Best Special Section Award 
                    CCNA  

   Gold 2007
Best Special SectionAward

BCNYCNA

GULF ISLANDS              LIVING

Aqua is distributed throughout the Gulf Islands,
Cowichan Valley and select locations on Vancouver Island.

GGGGUUUULF IIIISSSSLLLAAAANNNNDDDDSSSSSS               LLLLIIVINNNNGGGG
AQUA

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production team 

time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this format. 

Thanks very much.

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday!

Photo solutions by John Cameron: 537-5830

#4

evriders@telus.net   www.evriders.ca

We’ll install a
hub-motor kit on your favourite ride

and get you back on 2 wheels!
Call Chris Dixon  537-2840

Level out
those hills!

• Quiet
• Pollution Free

Sarah’s Perfect Day
By Olivia Hayne
A g e  1 0  C a t e g o r y

F i r s t  P l ac  e

It is winter on Salt Spring Island. The 
sky is dark and grey. The sun has not 
been seen for weeks. The first downy 
flakes of the season have started to 
fall.

As we walk from the shedrows 
through the falling snow, Sarah’s ears 
pick up the slight sound of sleigh bells 
coming from the field. She remembers 
when she was a filly being harnessed 
up by her owner for a sleigh ride one 
Christmas.

As we walk on she becomes more 
excited as she knows she will be har-
nessed up again. She likes the sound of 
the jingling sleigh bells and the smiles 
on the children’s faces.

As my friend Kate draws nearer, 

Sarah whinnies and neighs for she 
knows that her friend Megan is com-
ing too. I go to the car to get my dog 
Maisie and she jumps out to greet 
Kate’s dog Freckles. The horses don’t 
mind the dogs. They just stand clear.

As the dogs jump into the sleigh I 
go and get Sarah’s harness and reins. 
Her brass bells tinkle as she runs her 
nose along the harness, remembering 
the smell of the leather harness from 
when she was young. 

As I slip her harness over her head 
and bring the reins back into the 
sleigh, I call Maisie and Kate calls 
Freckles, we load up and holler, “Walk 
on.” 

The snow is deep and cold and the 
crunching noise of Sarah’s hooves hit-
ting the snow overtakes the jingling of 
the bells.

Into the depths of the woods we 
travel, in search of the perfect Christ-
mas tree. On our way we pass a group 
of carollers in the village, singing 
beneath the sparkling village lights. 
The moonlight falls on the new fallen 
snow, making it look like diamonds. 
We find our Christmas tree and load 
it up on our sleigh, then head back for 
the stables to unharness the horses. I 
place the jingling harness on its post, 
knowing that there will be another 
day like this next year. The twinkle in 
Sarah’s eye tells me so.

We walk the horses back to their stall 
and give them fresh hay. Arriving back 
home, we decorate the tree and drink 
hot cocoa and biscuits while the horses 
have their hay. We all munch away, 
thinking that this has been the best day 
ever.

Santa’s Missing Sled
By Aidan Sutherland
A g e  7 , 

H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n

Santa’s sled was gone and 
he looked for it everywhere. 
He asked his elves and they 
said they had not seen it.

He went outside to ask his 

reindeer. They did not see it. 
He asked his wife and she 

did not know where it was. 
Then Santa went outside. 

There was his sleigh. 
The elves had washed it 

nice and clean to surprise 
him.

Rainbow Christmas
by Sophia Gold
A g e  4 - 6  C a t e g o r y

H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n

It’s a beautiful day because 
it’s not snowing and the sun 
is out and also a big rain-
bow.

My mom and dad are 
standing under the rainbow 
with my two brothers and 
me. 

We’re looking for the end 
of the rainbow, and at the 
end of the rainbow there 
was a big pot filled with 

presents. We all got a bunch 
of presents, enough for 
everyone we know on Salt 
Spring, because it was a very 
big pot.

The pot  was so big, 
because the rainbow was 
so big. Then we celebrated 
Christmas by unwrapping 
our presents and sharing 
them — if we don’t share 
them, Christmas won’t be 
so fun.

Then Santa brings pres-
ents just for our family.

Christmas Riddles
By J.J. Pomeroy
A g e  7  C a t e g o r y 

H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n

Once upon a time there 
was a troll. He lived in the 
forest. A boy wanted to go 
over the troll’s bridge, but he 
had to answer three riddles 
first. The riddles were:

1. What makes a zebra 
run?

2. What does a rhino eat? 
And

3. What does a monkey 
eat besides bananas?

The boy answered: bones, 
meat and banana peels. He 
was right! The boy got to 
walk across the bridge and 
down the path. 

He met an evil dragon on 
the path. He had to answer 
a question about dragons 
or the dragon would eat 
him. The question was, 
what colours are dragons? 
He answered: blue, red and 
green. He was right again 
and he walked all the way 
home.

When he got home it was 
Christmas Eve. He woke 
up the next day and there 
were presents and he saw a 
shining light. It was a giant 
golden Santa! Behind it the 
monsters were there! Santa 
gave the monsters presents 
too. They turned into nice 
monsters.



WOW!
this spot 

is available
call

537-9933

X

Call today
537-9933

marks the spot 
for your ad. 

Unique
Find your 

unique ad spot 

on this page.

Call Tracy or Andrea

537-9933

Totally

CALL NOW
537-9933

available
S

18 years service records on file

653-4013

“Islanders serving Islanders” since 1963

R         ecycling &         ecycling &
                  Waste ServiceWaste Service

653-9279

• Large cleanups • Large cleanups 
  & recycling  & recycling
• Curbside service• Curbside service

Laurie’sLaurie’s

Y
Why 

advertise?...
because it 

works!

Optometrist

Dr. Andrea N. Varju

537-4356

P

538-5555

rofessional 
 Quality

Pratt & Lambert 
AND PARA

AT

L
For less than $30 a month 

gain access to a North America-
wide network of quality 
attorneys. For info on a 

Pre-Paid Legal membership call 
Nomi, your local Independent 

Associate, for more details: 

537-9299

EGAL SERVICE 
PLANS

A

Easy & 
effi cient

Pop your ad in here. 
No fuss. 

No messing about.  
Just simple 

effective advertising

Call Andrea or Tracy
 537-9933

G
• Licensed Transfer Station

• Scheduled Pickup
• Recycling Service

No Job too Big or Small!

537-2167

arbage 
Pick Up

A 
good price

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT
537-4202122 Upper Ganges Rd. at the head of Ganges Harbour 

$$1791799595
MSRP MSRP $$2292299595

BG 55 Gas Blower
GET THE JOB DONE!

STIHL Gas Blowers

is for Habla!H

SPANISH CLASS
 78:30 PM ∙ 1298 BEDDIS RD. ∙ 5379382

Valuable
space available

CALL TODAY
537-9933

EV
ER

YT
HI

NG
from A to Z

Be the best
business 

you can be. 
Buy this ad 

space.

537-9933

C

Christine Godlonton  
537-0867

www.dinnersreadyonsaltspring.com

Deli Trays 
Always Available

Check out our selection at 
Jana’s Bake Shop & Embe Bakery 

atering from 
2 to 
200

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
D

• DRAPES • 
• SLEEPING BAGS •

• QUILTS • DUVETS • 
• WEDDING DRESSES •

All aspects of fabric care

116 Hereford Ave. • 537-2241
Tues-Fri 8am-5pm • Sat 9am-4pm

rycleaners

Next Generation 
Homes Inc.

More House
Less Money

tel  537-2767    
toll free  800.298.9151

www.NexGenHomes.ca

Quick!
Call Tracy 
or Andrea 
to book 

these spots

537-9933

FAAC
Automatic Gate OpenersAutomatic Gate Openers

Custom Built Aluminum GatesCustom Built Aluminum Gates
Tait Technical Solutions
Authorized Service Technician

537-5268537-5268
samander@telus.netsamander@telus.net

I LOVE 
THIS 
SPOT! SO 

WILL 
YOU!

Just think!!

THIS COULD BE 
YOUR SPACE

CALL TODAY
537-9933

Kowabunga!

YOUR MEAN THIS SPACE 
COULD BE MINE?!!

M

1429 FULFORD-GANGES RD  1429 FULFORD-GANGES RD  
653-4020653-4020

id-Isle Marineid-Isle Marine
and  Equipmentand  Equipment

SALES & SERVICESALES & SERVICE

DON’T FORGET  TO DON’T FORGET  TO 
WINTERIZE YOUR BOAT!WINTERIZE YOUR BOAT!

atellitesatellitesZZ

538-1705538-1705
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Classifi eds 
Place Your Ad 

Beyond Salt Spring
Buy Vancouver Island - $123

Your 25 word classifi ed ad appears in the Driftwood and 
15 community papers on V.I. Over 262,455 readers.

Buy Lower Mainland - $113.45

Your 25 word classifi ed ad appears in 15 community papers in 
the lower mainland. Over 525,455 readers.

Buy BC Interior - $124.95

Your 25 word classifi ed ad appears in 22 community papers 
in the interior. Over 208,856 readers.

BCYCNA Network Classifi eds - $395
Your 25 word classifi ed will appear in more than 110 community 

newspapers in BC and the Yukon. Over 2.3 million readers.

CALL CLAUDIA, KIM OR EVA TODAY 

TO BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

537-9933
Or email classified@gulfislands.net

DEADLINES

Published Wednesdays
Ad deadline: Monday 4 pm

Too Late To Classify deadline: 10 am Tuesdays

Published FRIDAYS
Ad deadline: Wednesday 4 pm for the Weekender

How to Book Your Ad
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax, 250-537-2613
By email to classifi ed@gulfi slands.net

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. 
Classifi eds are prepaid unless you have an advertising account.

    GULF ISLANDS

W E E K E N D E R w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s . n e t

    GULF ISLANDS

Classifi ed Information
20 words or less $10.95 - Additional words 50¢ each

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY - DRIFTWOOD ONLY - 20 words or less $13.25 - Additional words 50¢ ea
GET YOUR AD NOTICED! Bold and centered headlines $1.00 per line (Not available in Free/Recyclables)

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS - $13.25 per column inch (minimum size one inch)
IN MEMORIAM & CELEBRATION ADS - 1 column x 4” - $27.50 (reg rate $53.00)

OBITUARIES - Wednesday $13.25 per col. inch. Repeat Fri. $6.62 per col. inch. 
Ask about special discounts for obituaries.

New Special Offers
DOUBLE DIP - Buy Wed, get Fri 1/2 price - 1st ad: $10.95/2nd ad: $5.48

Buy Fri. and Wed. (Fri. 1/2 price) - 1st ad: $5.48 / 2nd ad: $10.95  (incl. all classifi cations)
GARAGE SALE (incl. Fri. plus kit & map) 1st ad: $19.95 / 2nd ad: incl

SOLO (incl. all classifi cations)
Buy only Friday: 1st ad: $10.95 / 2nd ad: $8.76

Buy only Wednesday: 1st ad: $10.95 / 2nd ad: $8.76
3 FOR 2 - Get the 3rd ad free! (no refunds - prepaid private party merchandise only)

Buy Wed./Fri./Wed. or Buy Fri./Wed./Fri. 
1st ad: $10.95 / 2nd ad: $10.95 / 3rd ad: free

Please check your ad after the fi rst insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

NOTICES
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HAYWARD’S
FUNERAL SERVICE

PATRICK BEATTIE
Licensed Funeral Director

#22 Merchant Mews
Box 315, Ganges P.O.

SSI, V8K 2V9
Tel: (250) 537-1022
Fax: (250) 537-2012

 9 SEASONAL GREETINGS

Riding Lessons
·accepting adults & children
·school horses available
·will travel
·spaces limited

EC certifi ed level 1 coach

phone   537-8916
cell      537-6588
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20 COMING EVENTS

6 DEATHS

8 CARDS OF THANKS

6 DEATHS

Dylan welcomes 

little brother

KAI DAVID

Born September 

22, 2007 in 

Comox, B.C. to 

Kirra & Bruce 

Gullickson, and 

proud Nana

Margie Korrison

v

 5 BIRTHS
PART OF  the baby boom? Call 
Welcome Wagon for a personal 
Baby Visit. Gifts & greetings 
from local businesses and a 
warm welcome for baby. Andrea 
537-8464.
CELEBRATE YOUR new baby 
and put a Celebration Classi-
fied in the Driftwood. To share 
your new bundle of joy with your 
friends and family, call 537-9933 
to book your space

TOKARYK, Sonia 
Marianne passed away 
at the Lady Minto Hospital, 
Salt Spring Island on 
December 10, 2007. She is 
lovingly remembered by her 
daughter, Marlyn (George) 
Freibergs; and her sisters, 
Lillian and Sylvia (Carl).

  Born on July 5, 1916 in Witkow, Saskatchewan, 
Sonia moved to Ottawa in 1941 and relocated 
to Salt Spring Island in the 1990s.
  Prayers will be offered at McCall Bros. Floral 
Chapel, Johnson & Vancouver Streets on Thursday, 
December 20, 2007 at 7:00 pm
A funeral service will be held at McCall Bros. 
Floral Chapel on Friday, December 21, 2007 at 
10:00 am. Interment will follow at Royal Oak 
Burial Park.
  In lieu of  owers, donations may be made to 
the Lady Minto Hospital, 135 Crofton Rd., Salt 
Spring Island, BC V8K 1T1.
  Condolences may be offered to the family at 
www.mccallbros.com   m

DANGEROUS
DON

(Donald Napier)
died peacefully in his 

sleep on Dec. 5th, 
2007. 

  Don moved to Salt 
Spring one year ago to 
battle ALS, which he 

did with great courage.
All those who met 
him will remember 

his warmth and 
charismatic smile. 
He leaves us with a 

sense of humour that 
will not be forgotten.

JOAN ASTILL (NEE: BASKOTT)
 Joan Astill died peacefully at home following 

a lengthy illness.  She was 86.  Joan was born in 
Coventry, England.  As a young woman she loved 
the outdoors and was a member of the Coventry 
Cycling Club where she met Cyril, her partner 
for the next 65 years. They subsequently moved 
to Canada with their young family and settled in 
Deep River, Ontario, where she indulged her other 
passion as a fabric artist and ran North Star Fabric 
and Crafts, a business which prospered because it 
offered women the opportunity to come together 
around the cutting table to work and talk. Joan’s 
warmth and common sense approach to life 
provided the right atmosphere for the sharing of 
intimacies and the exchange of feminine wisdom 
and mutual support.
  On Cyril’s retirement in 1982, Joan moved again 
to the west coast and  nally settled on Salt Spring in 
1990. During that time, she was an active member of 
the Knit Knuts, a Victoria women’s group dedicated 
to the art of machine knitting, and she became a well 
known presence at the Fulford Craft Fair and other 
craft fairs in the area. At home, her kitchen was 
always open to the many visitors who popped in to 
buy eggs or  owers from Cyril’s greenhouse and to 
linger over a cup of coffee and a sample of her famous 
baking skills. She loved her Fulford Valley home and 
her wisdom and love for her family will endure in 
the legacy of caring she provided for her piece of this 
global landscape. She truly has left her heart and her 
footprint in the Fulford Valley.
  Joan is survived by her husband, Cyril; three 
children, David Astill, Susan Astill and partner 
John Marko of Salt Spring Island; and Josephine 
Harris of Burlington, Ontario. Also, a small 
 ock of grandchildren and great grandchildren 

including Andrew McNish and his wife Debra 
and great grandchildren, Liam and Emily, of Salt 
Spring Island; Deborah McNish and her partner 
Mark Stone of Portland, Oregon; Kim Stanger 
and  husband Brad of Whistler, B.C. and great 
grandchildren Kaden and River; and Heather Harris 
and Jeff Reid and great grandchildren Madelaine, 
Jude, Bishop and Saxon, also of Burlington, Ont. 
and Alexi Marko and his wife Andrea and great 
grandchildren Luca and Naomi of Vancouver.
  Joan’s wish is that we remember her well and that 
we celebrate her life by looking after each other.  
There will be a private memorial in the spring 
when all of her family will come together and plant 
a tree in her memory on the Fulford Valley farm 
she loved so much. Donations can be made in her 
name to Lady Minto Hospital and the Bessie Dane 
Foundation with grateful thanks for the help and 
support of hospital staff and especially the Home 
Support Nurses and those very special Community 
Health Workers. =

Thank you
THE CANADIAN FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY 

WOMEN SSI WISHES TO THANK DONORS
FOR THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

OUR CHRISTMAS AUCTION
Admiral’s Specialty Foods                                    
Aroma Crystal Therapy                                         
Auntie Pesto’s Cafe & 
Delicatessen
Countrywide Garden Ornaments    
Falconshead Grill                                                 
Feet First                                                            
Frankly Scarlet
Friends Fitness                                                      
Ganges Garment Company                                     
Gulf Islands Veterinary Clinic  
Harbour House
Harlan’s Chocolate                                                 
Dr. Richard Hayden                                                
House Piccolo Restaurant                                       
Houseboat                                                           
Island Escapades                                                 
Peggy Jacobs                                                        
Jana’s Bake Shop                                                
Jill Louise Campbell FineArt
Juliette’s Hair Studio                                             
Val Konig                                                              
Let’s Face It -- 
Non-Surgical Aesthetics                    
Love My Kitchen                                                  
Magic Touch                                                          
Natureworks Natural Foods                                     

North End Fitness                                                
Pacifi c Basketry                                                   
Payless Service Station                                          
Pegasus Gallery                                                  
Randy Dolliver Property 
Maintenance
Rainbow Trading Co.                                             
Raven Street Market Cafe                                     
Masayo Hora RMT                                               
Salt Spring Air                                                       
Salt Spring Books                                                  
Salt Spring Dry Cleaners                                         
SSI Golf and Country Club                                    
SSI Landscaping Supply                                       
Shaw Cable                                                         
Greg Spendjian & 
Donna Cochran                            
Steffi chfi neart                                                       
Stone Walrus Gallery                                             
T.J.Beans                                                            
The Oyster Catcher                                                
The Village Cobbler                                                
Volume II Book Store                                              
Watermark Books                                                
West of the Moon                                                   
Windfl ower Moon              

PROCEEDS FUND THE HOPE PROJECT, 
WHICH SPONSORS GIRLS OF POTENTIAL IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WHO WOULD NOT 

OTHERWISE COMPLETE SECONDARY EDUCATION.
Y Z

A BIG THANK YOU 
FOR EVERYONE’S 

PATIENCE DURING 
THE LAST HOUSE 

MOVE ON SALT 
SPRING ISLAND. 

Nickel Bros. 
House Moving

The o ce ofThe o   ce of 
DR.DR.

KAREN BERGKAREN BERG
wishes youwishes you 

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays 
& the best in the& the best in the 

New Year.New Year.
ƒ

Merry Christmas & ThanksMerry Christmas & Thanks 

 to all our faithful 

customers & suppliers.

Have a warm, healthyHave a warm, healthy 

& Happy New Year!& Happy New Year!

Paul & Val Konig, former owners 

of Konig & Sons Firewood.

 9 SEASONAL GREETINGS
MERRY CHRISTMAS and Hap-
py New Year to all my friends 
and acquaintances on Salt 
Spring. From Margot Caspar.

SCOUT 

POPCORN

Perfect Christmas gift, many 
flavours in stock. 537-1881 
eves.
SQUARE FOOT Charlie would 
like to wish Happy Holidays to 
all the contractors and home 
owners who made 2007 a very 
prosperous year. Have a safe 
Christmas Season and a Hap-
py New Year. Look forward to 
a successful new year. Thank 
you SQFC.

20 COMING EVENTS
FOR A complete calendar 
of coming events check the 
Driftwood Community Calen-
dar, in our office in the  Upper 
Ganges Centre, 328 Lower 
Ganges Road, or on our 
website at www.gulfislands.
net. Use the calendar for 
event planning and to make 
sure your date doesn’t con-
flict with someone else’s.
NIGHTGOWNS BY GILLIAN

cozy flannelette and soft cotton 
Granny gowns and nightshirts. 
See them at Wintercraft in Ma-
hon Hall, Dec. 7 to Dec. 22,  or 
call 653-9475.

TREAT YOURSELF
Painting classes (water colour or 
acrylics): new sessions for Feb. 
- mid April. Beginners & interme-
diates welcome. Call Val Konig 
537-4660.

JANUARY ENROLLMENT
Salt Spring Centre School  has 
openings in Kindergarten (possible 
pre-K spots, as well), and Interme-
diate (grade3/4/5) for January start.  
Phone 537-9130 for more info.
GIVE THE Gift of language, French, 
Spanish Habla! Gift certifi cates. 
Mom-n-tots, kids intro classes start 
on January 11, 08. Happy Holidays, 
Felizes Fiestas, Joyeuses Fetes. 
537-9382, 1298 Beddis.

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 
at the Cheese Farm. 1 - 3 pm Sun-
day, December 23. Come listen 
to old world music by the Cantus 
Choir. Sit by the tree and enjoy hot 
apple cider. Santa’s carriage will be 
there weather permitting. Come and 
enjoy some Christmas spirit. 285 
Reynolds Road.

SALE!
Handcrafted, unique, semi pre-
cious jewelry. Boxed and ready for 
Christmas. Information 537-0784. 
Open anytime until Christmas Eve. 
Mani Designs.

RUPHI Ceramics
Last minute gifts 
available from our 
studio next to the

hospital. A selection 
also available at The 
Waterfront Gallery.

www.ruphi.com
250-537-4644

20 COMING EVENTS

BINGO
MEADEN HALL

Royal Canadian Legion

7 PM  THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 20

Early Birds, 6:30 pm

Sponsored by 
Ladies Auxiliary 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 92.

All proceeds to bursaries for 
Salt Spring Island students.

SSI United Church
111 Hereford Ave.

invites you to their

Christmas 
EventsEvents

Phone 537-5812
for more info

SUNDAY, DEC. 23rd

Advent 4 Worship Service
10:00 AM

Burgoyne Carol Service
2:00 PM

MONDAY, DEC. 24th

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service of Lessons & Carols

7:00 PM

TUESDAY, DEC. 25th

Gary’s Christmas Day 
Community Dinner 
(at Meaden Hall)

12:00 PM

SUNDAY, DEC. 30th

Worship Service with 
Rev. Al Tysick

10:00 AM
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 55 HELP WANTED

FULL SERVICE BOOKKEEPER 
with over 35 years of experience in 
Simply Accounting & Quick Books

References available.  
Create balance in your life, 

hire a bookkeeper! 
Call 538-0171

100 ACCOUNTING

LET’S GET
STARTED!
Bring your sketches & ideas and 
together we’ll design (or upgrade) 

your dream home. Through the use of 
computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly 
produce the working drawings you’ll 

take to your contractor.

PLEASE CALL

HELSET DESIGN
537-1037
& ask for Jim

Anne May R.M.T
Registered Massage Therapist

SS Health Centre
130 McPhillips Ave

538 - 7251

Myofacial Visceral Deep tissue 

130 HEALTH

Salt Spring 
Books

104 McPhillips Ave.
537-2812

“Thank you for shopping locally”

★ All art supplies 

★ All games & puzzles 

★ Oberon leather & 

pewter gifts 

★ All wall calendars

★ Many adult & kids’ 

books 20-50% off

20%
off

2ND ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION!

Events for the whole Family!! 
See a live reenactment of the Nativity Scene!! 

• Live entertainment • free coffee & snacks • crafts 
for kids • live animals • Christmas carols & more...

Inquires: 
call Michele @ 537-9501

December 23 · 6:30 pm
Community Gospel Chapel, 

147 Vesuvius Bay Rd.

Full schedule through the holidays. 
Closed Dec. 25, 26, 31 and Jan. 1 & 2. 

Gift certifi cates & 
   Solstice Soother still available.

GIFT-A-LIGHTGIFT-A-LIGHT
Make a donation to support our 
Community Hospital when you go 
through the cashier at the GVM! 
Every donation made to the Lady 
Minto Hospital Foundation lights 
up the Christmas Tree and Supports 
Excellent patient care on Salt Spring 
Island! Join us on December 22nd

for the Tree Lighting 
with Hot Chocolate & 
Carols at 4:30 pm!

ONGOING ART SALEONGOING ART SALE
Internationally known, awarding Internationally known, awarding 

winning artists support winning artists support 

Salt Spring’s RainforestSalt Spring’s Rainforest

ArtSpring 10 am - 5 pm ArtSpring 10 am - 5 pm 
Local youth artists on display Local youth artists on display 

PLUS PLUS 

SILENT AUCTIONSILENT AUCTION
Everything from feasts to fi rewood. Everything from feasts to fi rewood. 

3 MORE DAYS OF 3 MORE DAYS OF 
ENCHANTMENT!ENCHANTMENT!

Christmas at the 
COMMUNITY  

GOSPEL CHAPEL
Christmas on 
Main Street - 

Children’s Musical
Dec. 21 at 6:30 
A Community 

Christmas Celebration 
& Living Nativity
Dec. 23 at 6:30 pm 

Christmas Eve Candle 
Light Service

Dec. 24 at 7:00 pm
147 Vesuvius Bay Rd.

For more info 
call 537-2622

EVERYONE WELCOME
Salt Spring Island 

Baptist Church
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday, Dec 23 
Sunday Morning 

Service at 10:30 am
Monday, Dec 24 

Christmas Eve Service 
at 3:00 pm 

Come celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 
250 Lower Ganges Rd

For more info call 
537-2222.

25 EDUCATION
TRAIN TO BE an Apartment/Con-
dominium Manager. Many jobs 
registered! Thousands of graduates 
working. Online or home-study certi-
fi ed course. Government registered. 
Information: www.RMTI.ca or 1-800-
665-8339, 604-681-5456.

25 EDUCATION
THERE IS A CRITICAL SHORTAGE of 
medical transcriptionists throughout North 
America. Work from home or on-site. 99% 
graduate employment rate. Start your MT 
training today! Contact CanScribe Career 
Centre now for a free information pack-
age. 1-800-466-1535, www.canscribe.
com, info@canscribe.com.

JANUARY ENROLLMENT
Salt Spring Centre School  has 
openings in Kindergarten (possible 
pre-K spots, as well), and Interme-
diate (grade3/4/5) for January start.  
Phone 537-9130 for more info.

26 LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS & OTHERS 
RE: THE ESTATE OF ALBERT 

LANTINGA, DECEASED, 
formerly of 648 Southwind Road, 
Galiano Island, British Columbia

Creditors and others having claims against the 
Estate of Albert Lantinga, Deceased, are hereby 
noti  ed under section 38 of the Trustee Act that 
particulars of their claims should be sent to the
Executors at Henley & Walden, #201-2377 Bevan 
Avenue, Sidney, British Columbia, V8L 4M9, on 
or before January 24, 2008, after which date the 
Executors will distribute the said Estate among 
the parties entitled thereto, having regard to the 
claims of which the Executors then have notice.
William George Thompson Ross and
CIBC Trust Corporation, Executors
By their solicitors:
HENLEY & WALDEN, Barristers and Solicitors
201 - 2377 Bevan Avenue, Sidney, British Columbia 
V8L 4M9

29 LOST AND FOUND
BLUE/BLACK SCARF found in 
Thriftys parking lot on Wed., 
Dec. 5. Owner may claim by 
calling 537-1798 and identifying 
pattern.
FOUND CANOE on Cusheon Lake, 
537-4868.
LOST: A PINK & black Samsung 
cellular phone. Lost in the snow a 
couple of weeks back during the 
snowfall. Call 537-2068 if found.
LOST: BRIGHT orange tabby cat 
with loud purr. North end area. 
Please call 537-4327.
FOUND: THE person who left 
an electric hand mixer and a 
large Corning Ware bowl on my 
doorstep at 533 Isabella Pt. Rd. 
Please come back, you got the 
wrong house!!!

 34 NOTICES
IF YOUR Driftwood subscription la-
bel has the date highlighted, now is 
the time to renew!
MOUAT’S KITCHEN Centre now 
carries a fi ne selection of home-
made preserves from Angel Cot-
tage Studio (Julie’s Pantry).

NEED A SUBARU?
We have a one year lease on a 
Forester from Saunders Subaru 
that we're giving away. If you 
would like to have your name en-
tered in the draw - simply renew 
your subscription to the Driftwood 
before Jan 15th, 2008. There are 
also 4 early bird draws of $250 
gas certificates from the Payless, 
Johnson's, Patterson's and Save-
on. Drop by the Driftwood Monday 
thru Friday, we're open from 8:30 
til 4:30, or give us a call at 537-
9933. Renew today!

The offi  ce of 
DR. KAREN BERG 

welcomes 
VAL FRASER 

as offi  ce receptionist. 

We all wish Susan 
congratulations & best 

wishes in Barbados.

7

The of ce ofThe of  ce of 
DR. KAREN BERGDR. KAREN BERG 

will be:will be:
ClosedClosed Dec. 24 - 28 Dec. 24 - 28

OpenOpen Dec. 31 Dec. 31 
1 - 5 pm1 - 5 pm 

ClosedClosed Jan. 1 & 4 Jan. 1 & 4 
OpenOpen Jan. 2 & 3 Jan. 2 & 3 

Regular HoursRegular Hours
k

DR. CRICHTON’S 
OFFICE

New Address as 
of Dec. 28, 2007 

#111 Corbett Rd,
SSI, B.C. 
V8K 2R8

SPECIALS
ENDING
SOON!

December 24th, last 
day to get 2 months 

free on a yearly 
membership @

FRIENDS
FITNESS
538-0006

Fulford InnFulford Inn
Holiday HoursHoliday Hours

PUB CLOSED PUB CLOSED 
DEC. 22 - 27. DEC. 22 - 27. 

OPEN FRI., DEC. 28 OPEN FRI., DEC. 28 

STORE CLOSED STORE CLOSED 
4 PM ON 24 & 4 PM ON 24 & 

ALL DAY DEC. 25.ALL DAY DEC. 25.

Staff and Staff and Management Management 
thanks you for your thanks you for your 
patronage. Wishing patronage. Wishing 

everybody the everybody the 
very best.very best.

E

NOTICE
Salt Spring Garbage 
Transfer Station at 
360 Blackburn Rd. 

will be increasing the 
drop off rate to 

$300 PER BAG (CAN) 
effective

Jan. 1, 2008 
537-2167

“Country Comfort & Hospitality in the Heart of Ganges”

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

Monday, Dec. 24 • Christmas Eve • 8 am - 3 pm
Tuesday, Dec. 25 • Christmas Day • Closed
Wednesday, Dec. 26 • Boxing Day • Closed

Monday, Dec. 31 • New Year’s Eve
• 8 am - 3 pm / 5 pm - LATE

Tuesday, Jan. 1 • New Year’s Day • 10 am - 10 pm
“See you at The Inn!”

 34 NOTICES

 34 NOTICES

50 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
WORK AT HOME ONLINE -  Start 
a real home-based business. Work 
when you want. Apply online and 
start today! www.wfhbc.com.

 55 HELP WANTED
SALT SPRING Centre of Yoga is 
looking for a residential offi ce man-
ager/staff coordinator to oversee 
operations, procedures and com-
puter systems. Background in Yoga 
is required. Deadline for application 
Jan. 2. Job begins March 2008. 
Please apply to yoga@saltspring-
centre.com.

NOW HIRING BUS DRIVERS
Salt Spring Transit is kicking into 
gear, drivers with at least a Class 
4 unrestricted license are needed 
for approx. 26-27 hours weekly.  De-
pendable, courteous, friendly per-
sonality desired.  Please call Ineke 
immediately at 537-6758.
SEAMSTRESS REQUIRED for 
ongoing casual position. For further 
information and to apply call 653-
9549.
STRAIT CONSTRUCTION is look-
ing for a certifi ed carpenter. This is 
a long term position for a committed 
employee. Call 537-7350.
CONTRACTOR LOOKING for part-
time labourer. Must have common 
sense and be willing to work hard. 
Wage conditional upon experience. 
Phone Grant @ 538-7077.

FULFORD INN
Full/ part time housekeeper & main-
tenance man. 653-4432.
FEMALE CAREGIVER required for 
home and community support, pre-
vious training or experience working 
with adults with a disability and good 
driving record is required.  Send 
cover letter and resume by January 
4th to GIFTS at 152 McPhillips.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: be part of 
the solution! Quesnel Shelter and 
Support Society seeks qualifi ed 
applicants for the position of Execu-
tive Director for a 14-unit shelter & 
transitional housing development. 
As Executive Director, you will pro-
vide leadership & use your experi-
ence, values, skills & education to 
help set up & operate a new shelter, 
housing & support services model  
in Quesnel, a growing community in 
the heart of the beautiful Cariboo. 
Among your duties will be the op-
erational management of the Soci-
ety & overseeing the daily housing 
operations, including the imple-
mentation of policies & procedures, 
hiring & managing staff, undertak-
ing outreach to the community, etc. 
You are passionate about reducing 
homelessness, a superb communi-
cator, well-organized & an innovative 
thinker. Previous non-profi t experi-
ence, ideally in a transition house or 
shelter, is desirable. Deadline for re-
ceiving resumes is December 31st, 
2007. To apply, please send your 
resume, including salary expecta-
tions & three references to: Board of 
Directors, Quesnel Shelter and Sup-
port Services Society, 146 Carson 
Ave., Quesnel, BC V2J 2A8.
CLASS 1 LOG HAULERS/chip 
haulers, High Prairie, Alberta. 
Required immediately. Competi-
tive wages. Room supplied - fi rst 
come fi rst serve basis. Call Dan at 
780-523-0911 or email resume to:  
ddeynaka@buchananlumber.ca.
WAREHOUSE JOBS: morning/after-
noon shift. Annacis Island. Hiring: 1 
Shipper, 1 Receiver, 1 Picker. Competi-
tive wages based on previous experi-
ence. Fax resumes to 604-540-0266.
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNI-
CIANS,  $28 - $40 per hour. Busy ex-
panding Chrysler dealership requires 
journeyman technicians. Wages to 
commensurate with skill level and ex-
perience. Small town living, lower cost 
housing, lower cost of living all within 
commuting distance to Edmonton. 
Medical plan, pension plan. Apprentic-
es considered. Apply in person or writ-
ing to: Dale Marshall, Service Manag-
er, Brown’s Chrysler Ltd., 10447 - 104 
Ave., Westlock, AB T7P 2E4. Phone: 
1-888-349-5566. Fax: 1-780-349-6493. 
Email: dalem@brownschrysler.com.
CHEAPER THAN SCROOGE! 
Telephone reconnect -  fi rst month 
only $24.95 + connection fee. Free 
voicemail with connection! No credit 
checks, fast connections! Phone 
Factory Reconnect, 1-877-336-
2274; www.phonefactory.ca.

EMPLOYMENT

CAREER OPPORTUNITY
BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., a full service 
investment fi rm is currently looking for an 
enthusiastic individual to work in the capacity 
of full-time Sales Assistant in our Salt Spring 
Island offi ce.

The successful applicant will posses, but not be limited 
to the following skills:

• Strong administrative background with a     
   preference for those applicants having experience     
   working in the fi nancial services sector.
• Strong PC Experience with Microsoft Word, Excel    
   and Maximizer experience would be an asset.
• Completion of the Canadian Securities Course,
   CP, or willingness to complete within a specifi ed   
   time frame.
• Excellent organizational , interpersonal and   
   communication skills.
• Ability to work well under pressure and with   
   minimal direction.

Please submit your resume in confi dent to: 
Natalie Peters, BMO Nesbitt Burns, Suite 
1000, 730 View Street, Victoria, B.C.  V8W 3Y7

HARBOUR ASSOCIATION 
OF SALT SPRING ISLAND 

is accepting applications for the full-time 
position of Harbour Manager. 

Resumes may be mailed or submitted to:
Harbour Association of Salt Spring Island, 

Attention Chairman of the Board, 

Harbour Offi ce, 127 Fulford-Ganges Rd., 

Salt Spring Island, B.C.  V8K 2T9

harbour@hassi.ca

 60 WORK WANTED
EXPERIENCED, DEPEND-
ABLE roofer available for work. 
Cedar shakes, metal, Duroid. 
New roofs, repairs, renovations. 
References. 25 yrs. experience. 
Rick, 537-6988.

THISTLE HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

No job too big or too small. New 
projects or I can finish what the 
other guy started. Competitive 
rate. Give us a call. 653-9604.

I’M YOUR
HOLIDAY HELPER

I am willing to clean, cook, orga-
nize, bake and make your holi-
day smooth. Fair prices, youth-
ful & energetic. Call me, Leah 
537-9129.

SERVICES

 102 ARCHITECTS/DESIGNERS
JONATHAN YARDLEY, Architect. 
Islander for 33 years. Custom 
West Coast designs. Person-
alised home renovations. Heri-
tage conservation. 653-4931. 
www.yardleyarchitect.com.

 118 COMPUTERS
CALL BOB McIvor for trouble-
shooting, software and network-
ing support.  We do housecalls. 
537-2827 or (cell)  538-7017. 
Please go and back-up your im-
portant data now!

132 LAWYERS/LEGAL SERVICES
LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE is a 
public service program that matches 
people with legal concerns to a lawyer 
in their area. Lawyers who participate 
in the program offer an initial consulta-
tion of up to 30 minutes for $25 plus 
taxes, and regular lawyer fees follow 
if you both agree to proceed. Phone 
1.800.663.1919. DIAL-A-LAW is a free 
automated service that offers general 
information on a variety of topics on 
law in BC.  Phone 1.800.565.5297 or 
www.dialalaw.org. 
CLEAR CRIMINAL RECORDS with 
the National Pardon Centre. Your peace 
of mind guaranteed. Remove barri-
ers to employment, travel, more. Free 
consultations. 1-866-242-2411. Apply 
online: www.nationalpardon.org. 

 138 MISC. SERVICES
DELUXE GIFT wrapping.  Don’t 
have time?  Hate doing it?  $4 ap-
prox.  shoe box size, $3 for smaller, 
$5 for bigger.  Everything included 
from paper to gift tags.  537-9366.

 140 MUSIC LESSONS
PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, 
friends! Enrich a whole lifetime. Pre-
school music class, 3 1/2 to 6 year 
old with companion. Songs, games, 
rhythm, band. 537-5131 Melissa.

173 TRAVEL
TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES—
save 60-80% off retail! Best resorts 
& seasons! Call for free Timeshare 
Magazine! 1-800-597-9347. Browse 
online for over 400 worldwide prop-
erties—www.holidaygroup.com/bcn.

20 COMING EVENTS



DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS – 537-9933    classified@gulfislands.net

Home Sweet HomeHome Sweet Home
204 ARCHITECTS

Neil Morie m  a  i  b  c

a r c h i t e c t
www.neilmoriearchitect.com
4, Fulford Marina
ph. 653-4812 creative design

responsive to site
craft and client

220 CONCRETE

GULF
COAST

MATERIALS
Serving the Gulf Islands

Salt Spring, Galiano,
Mayne, Penders

WE HAVE SANDBAGS!
• READY MIX
• WASHED GRAVEL
• REINFORCED STEEL
• BAGGED CEMENT

537-2611
345 Rainbow Road

236 FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

•GUARANTEED CORD
     Cut, Split & delivered
   •Cedar fence rails

653-4165
KONIG & SON

FIREWOOD
Serving Salt Spring 

25 years
Competitive & Reliable

FIREWOOD LOGS WANTED

537-9531

RENTALS

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007 |  B25

Home Home 
Sweet Sweet 
HomeHome

call these 

professionals 

today!

MERCHANDISE

173 TRAVEL

TRANSPORTATION

TOLL FREE  1•877•715•1019
or (250) 715•1019

SUPPLYING HEATING OIL,
COMMERCIAL AND FARM FUELS

NOW SERVING

SALTSPRING AND AREA
Ken Bulcock owner/operator

Prompt, courteous service since 1990

NOW SERVING 
SALT SPRING

Heating Oil, Commercial and Farm Fuels
76 Lubricants, Tidy Tanks, Pumps & 

Accessories

347 Upper Ganges Road

"When convenience 
and security matter"

537-5888

SALT SPRING

MINI STORAGE

 350 MISC. FOR SALE

UP TO 3300 FTUP TO 3300 FT22

Upper Ganges Village
Shopping Centre

PRIME LOCATION

Contact: Ferd Kallstrom
(250) 701-3591

510 COMMERCIAL SPACE

805 AUTO REPAIRS

AIR MILES 
now here!

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Unleaded Fuels • Diesel
Tires • Batteries • Accessories

537-4554 or 537-9300

Monday-Saturday 8 am - 7 pm
Sunday 9 am - 6 pm

Corner of Rainbow Rd. and Jackson Ave. 

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria 
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com  jay@sgpower.com

VANCOUVER 
ISLAND’S
NEWEST
SUZUKI
MARINE
DEALER

2.5-300HP

820 BOATS & MARINE SALES

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria 
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com
marc@sgpower.com

THE PERFECT 
ISLAND BIKE

ISLAND EXPLORER
Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services

1 bedroom + den cottage, south end, fully furn., 
sunny, quiet & private location, no pets, avail. Nov. 
1 - May 31 ..................................................... $1075

2 bedroom suite in Fulford Valley, avail. immed., 
long term ......................................................... $975

1 bedroom Vesuvius, one person or couple only, 
avail. immed. long term .................................. $950

2 bedroom doublewide trailer in Fulford Valley, 
avail. immed., long term ................................. $750

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded 
management company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

537-4722
1-800-800-9492

SOUTH END 88611
avail now til Jun 08
2 bdrm 1 bath
oceanfront cottage
acreage 4 appl
NS NP
900.00 + % util

MID ISLAND 105697
1 bdrm 1bthrm
avail 1 Jan  NS NP
partial kitchen
shared Property
1050.00 + % util

MID ISLAND 105696
1 bdrm 1bthrm
avail 1 Jan 4 appl
shared Property
NS NP
1275.00 + % util

MID ISLAND 104792
strata twnhse adult
2 bdrm 2.5 bthrm
5 appl gas fi replace
NS NP elect heat
1375.00. + Util

NORTH END 104165
Avail 6 Oct
5 appl gas fi replace
2 bdrm 2.5 bthrm
NS NP elect heat
1975.00. + Util

MID ISLAND 103665
month to month
avail 1 Nov - Feb
4 appl fi replace
1 bdrm 1bthrm
NS NP
1125.00+ Util

NORTH END 79463
3 bdrm 3 bthrm
lease assignment
avail 1 Dec
5 appl  NS NP
1950.00 + Util

MID ISLAND 98170
4 bdrm 3 bthrm
avail 12 Sept
5 appl  NS NP
1700.00 + Util

MID ISLAND 96927
2 bdrm 2.5 bthrm
new exec twnhse
5 appl  gas fi re place
pool/exercise facil
NS NP 1875.00 + util

537-5577See these Homes 
at

www.royalproperty.ca

520 HOUSES FOR RENT

825 CARS, SALES

ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES - book 
online at www.canadatravels.com 
and save more on your vacations. 
Use code NCA74327 for discount or 
call us toll-free at 1-800-563-5722.

310 BUILDING SUPPLIES
DOUBLE SIDED see through fi re-
place (black trim) and approximately 
24 feet of air cooled chimney.  Three 
years old, very limited use.  Lennox 
part number CST-38 documentation 
and specs available at www.lennox-
hearthproducts.com <http://www.
lennoxhearthproducts.com>   $250 
OBO.  653-4758.
#1 A STEEL BUILDING SALE! Save 
up to 60% on your new garage, shop, 
warehouse. 6 colours available! 40 
year warranty! Free shipping, the fi rst 
20 callers! 1-800-457-2206. www.
crownsteelbuildings.com.

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-4978537-4978

• Flooring
• Heating
• Eaves
• Plumbing
• Roofing

For all your building 
requirements, large or small!

SEE US FOR A FAST QUOTE
ON ALL YOUR BUILDING

REQUIREMENTS!

Windsor Plywood
537-5564

• Doors & Windows
• Mouldings
• Paints & Stains
• Flooring
• Lumber & Plywood
• Roof Trusses
• Insulation
• Plumbing & Elec.
• and so much more!

   No. 1
Expert Advice

Quality Service

CALDWELL’S 
OAKSPRING 

FARM
Since 1882

Currently available:
• FREE RANGE 

GRAIN-FED PORK
• FRESH CUT LUMBER
537-5380 or 537-2152

330 FOOD PRODUCTS

 335 FURNITURE
CHOCOLATE BROWN sofa, like 
new, $150. Brown rocker recliner 
chair $25. Buffet $25. 537-9360.
BEAUTIFUL MAPLE burl and solid 
maple, handmade and fi nished cof-
fee table $600 and two end tables 
$500each. 537-1980.
NEARLY NEW: futon, entertainment 
centre, Sony fl at screen TV, maple 
dining table & 4 chairs, 3 piece book 
shelf unit. 538-6221.

 340 GARAGE SALES
CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS -OPEN 

AGAIN JAN. 4, 2008
LIONS GARAGE Sale: Fridays & 
Saturdays only 10 am - 12 pm.  
Many household items. Note: We no 
longer offer pickups. We do not ac-
cept appliances. Drop-offs accepted 
only on Fri. & Sat. morning. Please, 
no garbage!! 103 Bonnet Ave.
170 JONES ROAD  Fri., Sat., Sun., 
Dec. 21, 22 & 23, 9-12. Household 
tools, electronics, sporting, hard-
ware, automotive, photographic, 
furniture, hardwood fl ooring. 

 350 MISC. FOR SALE
EXPERT CLOCK repair and restora-
tion - antiques my specialty. Free esti-
mates, reasonable rates. Free house 
calls for shut-ins and heavy clocks.  
Mark’s Clockworks, 537-0957.
ANTIQUE IMPORTED wrought 
iron fence panels, gates, etc.  70-
100 years old.  Each piece unique, 
stock always changing. Photos 
www.islandgatesandfences.com. 
653-4123.
MATTRESS BLOW Out! All ‘07 
models, all sizes cheap! Holiday 
sale on dressers, hiboys, lowboys, 
beds, desks, bookcases, sofas, 
loveseats, recliners, kitchen/dining 
furniture! No PST/GST on all tools. 
Buy & Save, 9818 4th St., Sidney. 
Website: buyandsave.ca. Visa, M/C.
TRANSFER HOME movies to DVD: 
16 mm, Super-8, Regular 8 fi lms. 
We do video transfers too: Hi-8, 
8mm, digital 8, mini-DV or dvcam 
to DVD or VHS tape.  Foreign con-
versions. SaltSpringSound, 131 
McPhillips Ave. 653-0046.
STORAGE TANKS: water, septic, 
sewage-holding (polyethylene). Eco-
logical systems: sewage-treatment 
plants, effl uent fi lters. Visa, Master-
card, American Express accepted. 
GIS Sales & Rentals, call 653-4013.
I’M BACK! Bulk water delivery and 
waterstorage tanks. Isles West Wa-
ter. 653-4513 Bob. PS thanks Cal.
UNIQUE ENERGY enhancing gifts.  
How about a pendant containing 
bliss elixir, energized water, a fridge 
energizer, or sole (Himalayan Rock 
Salt Brine), containing 80+ trace 
minerals and energized water?  
Phone Brian for more info and 
ideas, 537-8964.
2 MICHELIN light truck snow tires.  
225/70 R15 mounted.  $100.  Set 
of snow chains for 15” tires, $50.  
537-4336.

IN TIME for Christmas! Singer 
Featherweight collectible sewing 
machine, all accessories and match-
ing sewing table, $400 fi rm. Also, 
Mark’s spinning wheel, solid maple, 
$150. Phone 653-9280 evenings.
VASQUE SUNDOWNER GTX 
hiker: women’s size 10, men’s size 
8 1/2, brown Vibram soles. Worn 
lightly four times, new condition. 
Reg. price $230, asking $115. Cell 
250-558-8523.
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS tree, 
good condition, $50.  Bar fridge, 
“Goldstar,”  seldom used, $100.  
Honeywell oil fi lled heater, seldom 
used, 1500W, $50.  538-6259.
CHAINSAW, SACHS Dolman, 16” 
model 102.   Older, but in excellent 
condition, well  maintained.  $75.  
653-9263.
SONY 32” Wega, fl at screen TV 
with matching stand and Panasonic 
500W, 5.1 home theatre incl. DVD/
VHS asking $350 for all.  537-2716.
FOR SALE: kitchen table w/4 chairs 
& a hutch, $200. Hide-a-bed couch 
$50. 537-9696.
BEST OFFER: pocket doors, insert 
stove w/ blower. 538-8206.
DOUBLE SIDED see through fi re-
place (black trim) and approximately 
24 feet of air cooled chimney.  Three 
years old, very limited use.  Lennox 
part number CST-38 documentation 
and specs available at www.lennox-
hearthproducts.com <http://www.
lennoxhearthproducts.com>   $250 
OBO.  653-4758.
NEW TELUS, chocolate cell phone 
$200. Makes a nice Christmas gift. 
537-9161.

FURNITURE, BUILDING SUP-
PLIES AND MORE

Matching sofa and arm chair, coffee 
table, kids pool/games table, round 
maple dining table and chairs, fi sh 
tanks, computer etc.. Plus temp. 
glass panels, fi r beams, wood win-
dows, fencing wire, electrical wire, 
pipe, wood stove, anchor …and 
more. Reasonable. Sat at 10, before 
and after 653-9898.
FIREWOOD MADE EASY! Large or 
small operation, maximum produc-
tion. See video at www.apachefor-
est.com. Dealer inquiries welcome. 
1-866-986-0067.
ADD AND SAVE on home phone 
reconnection. Bad credit - no prob-
lem! Up to $30 off for new custom-
ers, plus lower monthly rates! Call 
Tembo 1-877-266-6398 or sign up 
online www.tembo.ca. 
FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS: du-
rable, dependable, pre-engineered, 
all-steel structures. Custom-made 
to suit your needs and require-
ments. Factory-direct affordable 
prices. Call 1-800-668-8653, exten-
sion 170, for free brochure.
BUILDINGS FOR SALE! “Low-
est prices of the year!” 25x30 now 
$5100. 25x40 $6400. 30x40 $7400. 
35x50 $9,990. 35x70 $13,790. 
40x80 $16,900. Others. Canadian 
manufacturer...1-800-668-5422.

 350 MISC. FOR SALE

351 MISC. WANTED
WANTED TO buy: Queen size box 
spring & mattress, fi rm & in good 
condition.  653-0088 evenings & 
weekends.
WANTED: PHOTO albums, pocket 
type that will hold 6, 4”x6” each side. 
R Ball 537-5623.

 360 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
FROM NEWMAN Family Produc-
tions, give the gift of musical instru-
ments: Roland drum machine TR606 
$100. Fender Rhodes bass keyboard 
$375. PAIA Strings ‘n’ Things 1550  
$150. Synthesizers: Roland E16 
$275. Juno/06 $400. DC10 $150. 
Yorkville amp $150. Ray’s horns: 
Cohn tenor sax 1500. Selmer alto 
sax 3500. Teac 2300S reel to reel 
recorder $150. A-170 cassette re-
corder $25. Technics Dolby/dbx cas-
sette recorder. $25. 537-5289.

 370 PETS/LIVESTOCK
WANTED: TEMPORARY self board 
for three horses.  Dec. 23 - Jan. 1.  
Please contact Vanessa 604-463-
3076 or deaness@telus.net.

 379 FREE/RECYCLABLES
LOTS OF bubble pack, newsprint, 
etc for recycling at Salt Spring 
Books. 537-2812.
TWO-SIDED WOOD fi replace with 
short chimney and jetted tops. 653-
9579 Hafi z or Ranji
FREE KING size mattress and 
frame.  537-9662.
FREE, DOUBLE sofa bed, 537-9629.  
FREE, CHEST freezer, 8 cu. ft.  
Double bed, with book shelf head 
board and mattress.  Chimney 
brush, old desk with drawers and 
small cupboard.  653-9263.
FREE 8’ X 10’ INDIAN wool rug.  In 
good shape, just needs cleaning. 
Off-white in colour.  537-8726.
LIGHT FIXTURES: bricks, red & grey, 
chimney liners, wiring - long lengths, 
sliding closet doors, kitchen sink, toi-
let, bathroom sink and various kitchen 
cabinets. Call Martin. 538-8206.
IKEA DOUBLE fold out futon. All wood, 
good condition. You pick up. 653-4617.
TOO BUSY for a yard sale so now 
it’s all free. Garage full of furniture 
and stuff. 181 Fort St. Sat. Dec. 22
RICOH COPIER, free. 537-0888. 
Big and (probably) really effi cient.

 490 WEBSITES
REAL ESTATE listings for the Gulf 
Islands are viewable anywhere 
in the world with Internet access. 
www.gulfi slands.net.

510 COMMERCIAL SPACE
450 SQ. FT. retail space for 
lease in Grace Point Sq. Ground 
floor. Excellent opportunity for 
sales in high traffic location. Call  
537-9880.
IN GOVERNMENT bldg, 1357 sq. ft. 
for lease.  Can accommodate variety 
of uses.  Ample parking, wheel chair 
accessible.   Richard, 537-2239.

500 APT/SUITES FOR RENT
FOR RENT: 1 bdrm. ocean front 
suite, $1200 all inclusive. 537-6303.
2 BDRM, 1250 sq/ft lower suite, 
near town, W/D, F/P, NS, NP, $1100.  
Also, 3 bdrm upper suite, $1300.  
Feb. 1, long term.  Take one or both.  
537-9982.
ONE BEDROOM  suite on 
Cusheon Lake, NS, NP, W/D. 
Long term renter wanted, refer-
ences req’d. $750/month. plus 
utilities. 653-4868.
LARGE: SELF-CONTAINED room 
with kitchenette in quiet character 
home. Private entrance, close to 
town, avail immed. $500/ mo. NS, 
NP. 537-4723.

520 HOUSES FOR RENT
GREEN ACRES Resort, St. Mary 
Lake, fully furnished 2 bdrm cot-
tages from $650/ mo. plus power. 
NP, NS, call 537-2585.
2 BED HOUSE, Channel Ridge, 
5 new appliances, hardwood fl rs, 
sunny deck, view, long term.  Jan 1.  
NS, NP. $1350 .537-4746.
LARGE 3 BDRM, trailer for rent.  
Newly renovated, new washer, 
dryer, fridge, stove.  Available Jan. 
1.  $900/month.  Call 537-6860.
NEAR NEW, one bdrm. ground 
level, furnished suite in Vesuvius, 
suitable for quiet, mature, couple/
person, laundry, $800/mo., hydro. 
incl. NS/NP. Refs. required. Avail. 
Jan 1, long term. 537-1970.
CABIN FOR rent $375/ month. 
Wood heat, no electricity. Michael, 
653-9565.
SUBLET JAN. 1 - Apr. 30.  North 
end house with loving cat, $500/mo 
plus utils.  Laura 537-4077.
SMALL TRAILER in the Fulford Val-
ley. Private, suits one or two people, 
$450. 653-9396.

525 RENTALS MISC.
400 SQ. FT. of clean, dry space 
available.  Suitable for offi ce, studio, 
storage.  $350/mo.  653-2374.

 540 WANTED/RENTALS
YOUNG HYDRO employee look-
ing for  long term residence, suite 
or room.  Available to move in Jan./
Feb.  Will consider a housesitting 
position.  Phone 537-7851.

 690 WEBSITES
ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION 
for the Gulf Islands is a mouse-click 
away. www.gulfi slands.net.

 820 BOATS & MARINE, SALES
K1G THRMOGLASS Sangster, 
23 ft., 70 H. Merc., caulking, gal-
vanized, trailer. Asking $7000 obo. 
537-1563, Cell 537-6724.

825 CARS, SALES
1994, ONE OWNER Volvo 940 
Sedan, 4 cyl. auto, fully loaded, no 
accidents. Very nice $6900. 250-
737-1384 or 1-250-888-8602.  DL 
#30748.
1995 MAZDA Protege, 4dr, standard, 
sunroof, 180,000 kms.  Dependable, 
powerful, spacious.  $3400 obo.  
653-9479.
1997 VOLVO 850SE, auto., 5 cyl., 
luxury sedan, like new condition, low 
112,000 kms, tan leather, premium 
sound pkg., air, traction control, 
$11,000.  537-1804.
1999 SUBARU Forester, AWD, 
good condition, fi re engine red, all 
receipts, 169,000 kms, $10,000.  
Comox.  250-339-7366.
2003 ECHO TOYOTA manual, 2 
door, 100,000 km., excellent condi-
tion, $10,000 fi rm. Phone 653-9280 
evenings.
NEED A CAR or truck? Good credit, 
bad credit. Want a Visa? #1 success 
rate. Delivery in BC and Alberta. www.
drivehomenow.com or 888-501-1148.

AUTOLOAN SUPERSTORE AP-
PROVALS!! Huge selection. Cars, 
trucks, SUV’s, vans. Free delivery 
BC and AB. You work, you drive. 0 
down programs, best rates. Largest 
family auto lender Western Canada. 
Forget the rest, deal with the best!! 
Good, bad or ugly credit approved!! 
Call 1-866-550-2279 or apply on-
line, www.carvilleautocredit.com.

 835 MOTORCYCLE/SCOOTER,
YAMAHA DIRT bike, runs good 
& extra parts, $650. 538-7027 lv. 
message.

 855 TRUCKS/4X4S
1992 TOYOTA SR5, 4 Runner, moon 
window, good tires and running 
condition, tow hitch. Can be used 
for a Jeep or Land Rover recovery 
vehicle, excellent vehicle in snow. 
$5000 obo. 537-2053.
1995 JEEP YJ, 4x4, strong engine, 
body needs wrk, good winter vehicle, 
$3000 obo. Call Dennis 537-4554.
BC’S #1 DIESEL TRUCK SUPER-
STORE. “Zero down / cash back” oac. 
Guaranteed credit approvals. Trades, 
save thousands. Delivery anywhere. 
604-897-7797 or 1-877-855-9499. 
www.truckbuy.ca, D30209. 
EX-TRANSIT VEHICLES, mini bus-
es & raised roof vans. Some wheel-
chair lift equipped & diesel powered. 
Starting at $3900. Toll-free: 1-888-
416-9333, local: 604-882-9333.

 856 BUSES, VANS
1984 DODGE RAM van, 3/4 ton, 
long box. Motor shot, rest cool. 
$200. 537-1252.

900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
GOTTA SELL your car, truck, boat, 
RV, trailer or motorcycle? Adver-
tise it in the Driftwood for 8 weeks 
at only $37.95. (Private party ads, 
20 words, 1 vehicle per special, 
must be prepaid.) Call 537-9933 
for details.
UNICEF CHRISTMAS Cards - ev-
ery purchase makes a difference to 
the world's children - available now 
at "et cetera" ph 537-5115. 
PLEASE NOTE: Too Late to Clas-
sify ads are accepted until 10:00 
am Tuesday at the rate of $13.25  
for 20 words or less and 50 cents 
for each additional word. The Drift-
wood cannot be responsible for 
errors or omissions as these ads 
may not be proofread because of 
time constraint.
RED GINGER Clothing, closing out 
sale.  All items in store now 50-70% 
off.  Everything must go by Dec. 22.  
Organic cottons, great bras, shoes 
galore & holiday dresses!
GULF ISLANDS Optical. 50% re-
fund on the cost of your eye test 
when you purchase a full set of 
frames and lenses. Lancer Bldg. 
537-2648.
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900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

Sudoku 
Answers 

for 
Dec. 19

CLASSIFIED BOOKING ORDER FORM
328 Lower Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2V3
Ph. 250.537.9933  Fax 250.537.2613
Email: classifi ed@gulfi slands.net

You can place

an ad in person, by 

phone, fax, post

or email!

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________ Fax: ____________ Postal Code: ____________

Classifi cation: ______________________________________________

20 WORDS OR LESS: $10.95 + gst/issue ($11.61)
 Additional words 50¢ each. Frequency discounts available. 

DEADLINE IS MONDAY 4 PM AND WEDNESDAY 4 PM

Paid by: ❒ VISA ❒ MASTERCARD ❒ CHEQUE #

900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

WANTED TO buy: fi rewood logs. Konig & 
Son Firewood. Phone 537-9531.

FEEL MORE ALIVE!

Join Brenda Akerman for Aquafi t Classes 
at the Summerside Pool.  Aquafit will 
positively impact your body, and your 
mood.  Start each day feeling great!  
Drop in classes $6.  Regular classes, 
Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30-10:30 a.m. and Walk-
ing low impact classes Mon, Wed, 10:30 
–11:30a.m.  (Last class Wed., Dec. 19, 
will resume again Jan. 7). For more info, 
call Julie 537-9433.  
SAM ANDERSON Appliance Repair. Hot 
water tank and appliance installation. Au-
thorized warranty technician for all makes. 
Sears authorized warranty technician. 
537-5268.

YOU COULD WIN!

Renew your subscription to the Driftwood 
before Jan 15th, 2008 and your name will 
be entered in a draw to win a one year 
lease on a 2008 Forester from Saunders 
Subaru! There are also 4 early bird draws 
of $250 gas certifi cates from the Payless, 
Johnson's, Patterson's and Save-on. Drop 
by the Driftwood Monday thru Friday, we're 
open from 8:30 til 4:30, or give us a call at 
537-9933. Renew today!

ESTHETICS BY PENNY

Gift certifi cates available at 501 Rainbow 
and Stuff & Nonsense...a caring gift for all. 
Call Penny 538-0307.
2 CATS NEED babysitting for 3 weeks in 
January. Nice, neutered brother and sister. 
Ph. 653-4812.

CHRISTMAS MASSAGE

HEALING & HEALTH massage. 1 hr., $35 
or 1 1/2 hrs. $50.  Your home or studio near 
Ganges.  Clare 653-9898. See What’s On. 

FRITZ THE CINEMA CAT

is available at Wintercraft, Mahon Hall, 
and book shops in Ganges. The sequel 
“Fritz the Cinema Cat Gets his Wings” 
will be published in February. Watch for 
ads re: book signing at Sabine’s. Happy 
Holidays to all.

INNOVATIVE GIFT IDEA

Give the gift of health!  Summerside Pool 
Memberships, $100/mo, includes pass to 
fi tness area.  Call Julie 537-9433.
31 X 10.5 R15LT SPORT KING a/t, steel 
radials with good tread on 15” Keystone 
rims. All 4 for only $1500. 537-6745.
PART-TIME labourer needed to work on 
home construction project. Phone Grant 
@ 538-7077.

GULF ISLANDS OPTICAL

Novel gifts for eyeglass wearers. Perfect 
for last minute stocking fi llers. Now in, our 
2008 frame collection. Beautiful colours, 
unique styles. For the perfect look see 
Wendy at the Lancer Building. 537-2648.

POMODORO WISHES ALL OUR 

CUSTOMERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A SAFE AND PROSPEROUS NEW  

YEAR.

We will be closed from Dec. 24 through 
Dec. 28 and Jan. 1. 
GULF ISLANDS Optical 2 for 1 sale ends 
Dec. 25. 537-2648.

SUDOKU
SPONSORED BY

*******
CINDY

BROOKS
537-5515

*******

Salt Spring Realty

HOUSE/CAT-SITTER SOUGHT for 
week between Christmas and New 
years. 538-1638.
DAD LOST his license! His loss is your 
potential Christmas gift . 1990 Dodge 
Dynasty, 140,000 km. Power windows, 
power seats, immaculate interior, this car 
has been faithfully serviced and is in great 
shape. Would be ideal for a college bound 
kid, or make a great second (or fi rst) car. 
$1395 obo.  537-9161.

NEW TO S.S. - SHYNE LOVE

House/pet sit, child care, home care, the 
reconnection, the journey, massage. 250-
590-6330 or shynelove@gmail.com.
GREAT CHRISTMAS gifts: TRIBAL JEW-
ELRY and silk kimono robes just arrived 
from Vietnam. Act II Aroma Crystal Thera-
py in Gasoline Alley. 
VILLAGE COBBLER  Gift Certifi cates for 
Christmas.  Any amount you like!  Call 
537-5015.
SAMSUNG 26” HD Ready TV $300. Toshi-
ba DVD player $25. Recoton wireless head 
phones$15. 537-1304.
1984 TOYOTA LE Van.  Runs good, $1200 
obo.  537-4794.
WANTING TO buy:  large fi sh tank, 10 
gallons or bigger.  Please call Karen at 
538-8340.

ELECTRIC SCOOTERS

Year -end sale.  Save $250 off all electric 
scooters and $150 off all electric bicycles 
in stock.  Sale ends Dec. 31.  E V Riders 
537-2840.   www.evriders.ca.

900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

This Week’s HoroscopeThis Week’s Horoscope by Michael O’Connor

HOROSCOPE BROUGHT TO YOU BY...

a r v i d @ s a l t s p r i n g . c o m

5 3 7 • 5 5 6 8

Arvid 
Chalmers
Ltd.
Real Estate

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
Reaching down deep to open your 
mind wide or vice versa is a cur-
rent theme. You want answers 
and adventure. What is true and 
what is not? You want to merge 
both within - between your heart, 
mind and soul and probably with 
someone special. Your focus may 
be personal and romantic yet also 
philosophical and spiritual. Inner 
preparations for a whole new level 
of power in the world are under-
way. Shared visions and genuine 
purpose are motivating factors. A 
new level of training or apprentice-
ship will begin very soon unless 
you are really on the ball and it is 
already in motion. See a bigger 
picture without making promises 
or drawing conclusions. Identify 
your power potential.

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
Sometimes it is good to take inven-
tory to be aware of what is needed 
and what is outdated. Finding your 
place in the world means leaving 
behind what was or actively giving 
it away. Merging and combining 
energies, resources, visions and 
passions is a recipe for deepened 
relationships. Do you know what 
you need and what you want and 
the difference between the two? 
Clarify this distinction and it may 
save you a lot of time, energy, 
money and heart ache. Reclaim-
ing former glory or previously 
acknowledged power finds you 
looking back. On the other hand, 
you want to explore new horizons 
and modes of expression. Alternate 
styles and approaches are attractive. 
Unleash more of your wild side.

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Some of your power potential is 
peaking. Along with it you may 
feel the pressures of new levels 
of responsibility. You may feel 
inspired to work with, and on 
teams. This trend will continue into 
the future. A search for what is truly 
inspiring, sustainable and equitable 
may be on your mind. This may 
include the facing of certain fears. 
Concerns about security for the 
future are implied. New realiza-
tions about what you actually need 
verses want are already coming 
in and will continue. Big news is 
shaking your world for better or 
for worse, perhaps both. Either 
way, you are challenged to exercise 
cool, calm detachment to keep the 
drama in check. Alternately, you 
will feel called to take action and 
shake things-up.

Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
The world is changing quickly now 
and you are challenged to rise to the 
occasion. This includes using your 
imagination in healthy ways to see 
through and beyond problems to 
see creative solutions. To do so, 
you must control fearful reactions. 
Change is the law and it is coming 
your way. Being emotionally ready 
for it is ideal. If you need assis-
tance, ask for it. A spirit or  ex-
ible, willing cooperation may be 
exactly what you need. The time is 
ripe to learn new angles and skills. 
Look into training, perhaps on the 
job site, or more formal education. 
Aim to do work you love or at least 
can enjoy, rather than direct your 
focus purely upon money. This is 
the trend of the times.

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
A creative and expansive cycle 
continues to inspire you. You prob-
ably need this uplift to offset the 
otherwise weighted pull of Saturn. 
You have been in a restructuring 
phase and are now in a rebuilding 
phase. This implies healing at core 

and foundational levels. Consequent-
ly, you may not have as much energy 
as you would like to make the most 
of this upward spiralling sub-cycle. 
Flowing with the momentum, take 
time out as you can and attend to this 
inner work. Rest as necessary yet 
also exercise discipline and courage 
to do what you feel you must to for-
tify your foundation whether in your 
body, mind, emotions and/or your 
outer reality. Balance the highs with 
the lows and make the best of it

Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Nestling in close to home is the call 
now. Wherever you are this is a good 
time to re-charge your batteries. Nur-
turing yourself with good food, rest 
and with inspiring visions and phi-
losophies will keep your spirits high. 
Striking a balance between giving 
and receiving is implied. Fortunately, 
a new creative wave is coming in and 
will lead you to diversify your ener-
gies and focus for the sake of greater 
returns. This is a good time to enter-
tain the possibilities that this implies. 
Even if you are simply preparing 
mentally and emotionally you are 
on the right track. You will be ready 
to launch in February especially. Get 
ready because you are on the verge 
of a whole new scope of creative 
power.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Tuning-in to the reality of the times 
continues. The point of power is in 
the moment. You may feel a little 
stretched these days with changes, 
duties and responsibilities. Fortu-
nately, a new quality of con  dence 
is coming your way. It will include 
a more sober assessment of who you 
are and what is the quality of your 
actions, yet it will prove empowering. 
These will be followed by even larger 
moves and changes that will affect 
both your living situation, your career 
and social status in general. This is 
probably not a good time to take on 
too much in terms of extra responsi-
bility and the energy it will require. 
Use this time to plan and to get ready 
emotionally for this change.

Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
Expanding and consolidating go 
hand in hand; as we increase the 
load we have to increase the founda-
tion upholding it. The big questions 
are: how, and is the volume actually 
sustainable or worth attempting to 
uphold? The ability to answer such 
important questions often requires 
careful consideration. Returns for 
past efforts are coming in; are they 
what you aimed for? What is needed 
to feel secure? Often people believe 
they need much more than they actu-
ally do. Does your life feel balanced? 
Where is there too little and where 
too much? As you get clearer about 
this important question, you will also 
gain clarity about what you can do to 
create a new quality of balance. Aim 
for sustainability.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Whether by inspiration, desperation 
or both, you are taking new leads and 
strides. Responsibilities surround-
ing your health,  nances and your 

actual (verses desired or imagined) 
skills and talents, are weighing on 
your mind. The time has come to 
bring forth more of your wisdom 
concerning what is balanced, fair 
and just. This will create a stir in 
your home environment. Perhaps 
you want to create a home of  ce or 
studio or perhaps you feel the need 
to move altogether. Outline your 
goals so that you can focus upon 
them. Meeting the needs of oth-
ers, your family and perhaps your 
community will require more of 
your time, energy and attention very 
soon. Prepare inwardly by associat-
ing pleasure to realistic and genuine 
service.

Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Drawing plans, attending to admin-
istrative realities and making prepa-
rations behind the scenes continues. 
The time is right to prepare for new 
initiatives. This may well include 
longer term educational pursuits 
and interests. Creating new associa-
tions and increasing your network is 
part of the plot. You are both attract-
ing to and aiming to attract to you 
people of means, talent and creative 
energy. By next week you will take 
even more deliberate actions and 
by February you will be very intent 
upon expressing the full measure 
of your power. Keeping an open 
mind and being willing to see your-
self and the world, and yourself in 
the world in new ways are keys to 
success.

Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
Deep thoughts and considerations 
about freedom are on your mind. 
You are also interested in both expe-
riencing and creating a higher state 
of culture. This includes balance 
and social justice. Your challenge is 
to transcend the old ways. As peo-
ple in a culture we are in  uenced by 
the collective and that in  uence cur-
rently implies massive consump-
tion of things we don’t really want, 
let alone need. Of course, this trend 
is unsustainable and is setting the 
stage for cultural, economic and 
spiritual revolution. Are you aware 
of and ready for this shift? Hope-
fully you are because ready or not, 
here it comes. Look to the larger 
needs of our times and offer your 
allegiances.

Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
You are riding the crest of a big 
wave. This process requires con-
centration, commitment and deter-
mination. Do you feel you have 
the energy to sustain it? Do what 
you can to sustain an even pace 
and maintain your focus. This 
will require realistic attitudes and 
measures – not necessarily easy 
for dreamy Pisces. However, with 
vision and focus and determination 
you can beat the odds. Do what you 
can and must with steady and mea-
sured efforts, rather than attempting 
to go against the current as this will 
probably lead to rapid burn out. 
New levels of power and opportu-
nity are coming and will be evident 
as early as late winter. Hold steady 
and follow through gracefully.
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The Driftwood could The Driftwood could put you in the driver’s seat of put you in the driver’s seat of 
a new Subarua new Subaru

Jennifer Lee accepts a $250 gas 

certifi cate from Claudia French. 

Jennifer was the winner of the November 

Early Bird Draw
1 MORE 

EARLY BIRD 
DRAW!

December 30from:

WIN...$250         GAS
• Patterson Sheep Fuel

worth of

1 MO
EARLY

DRA
Decem

Renew or purchase a subscription before January 15th, 2008 
and your  name will be entered for a chance to 

a one year lease on a
2008 Subaru Forester!2008 Subaru Forester!WINWIN

From left to right is Christmas cover art by Emily Wypkema, Sara Anstis and Zenah Rippindale. At right is Salle Wiltshire’s art.

From left to right is Christmas cover art by Sarah Stubbs, Sierra Lundy and Connor Berkmann.

Runner-up cover art winners
All of the artwork on this page were among the favou-

rites of the dozen or so people who judged the Driftwood’s 
annual Christmas cover contest this year.

All pieces were also among those highlighted by Gulf 
Islands Secondary School art teacher Sandra Lockie, whose 
grade 9-12 students entered the competition.

The Driftwood was impressed by the variety of submis-
sions and — in keeping with the “subjectivity” of art appre-
ciation — very few judges selected their favourites in the 
same order.

In looking for a Driftwood Christmas cover, judges con-
sider many things, including reproduction potential, colour   
and immediacy.

Winner this year was Umi Inoue’s colourful and unique 
Christmas scene. Other artwork can be found on Page B13, 
and the images here are in no particular order.

At left is art by Kyla White, while above, from left to right are submissions by Justin Taylor, Katelyn Girard and Christina Fletcher.
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CC Tingle the 
senses with 

sweet almond 
& orange oils, 
cranberry & 

sea salts

Cranberry 
Body 

Gelato

Downtown Ganges • 537-2701
www.saltspringsoapworks.com

by

hand
NOT FAR AWAY - when you 

think of it this way:

LASER treatments
Spaced 6 weeks apart.

So Plan NOW!

*HAIR REMOVAL
YOUNGER LOOKING SKIN

LASER can’t be administered 
on suntanned skin,

leaving you with only FALL, 
WINTER, and SPRING for 

treatments.

Book for a personalized 
doctor’s consult @

LET’S FACE IT
537-4066

ALREADY wishing for 
SUMMER?

VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Lower membership 
fee decision aims to 
boost R+R support

the award-winning violence 
prevention work the organi-
zation is known for provin-
cially, nationally and inter-
nationally.

According to press mate-
rial, a SWOVA membership 
supports “a local, proactive 
violence prevention initia-
tive that is gaining inter-
national recognition as a 
means of reducing violence 
in our communities and 
teaching healthy relation-
ship skills to youth.”

Membership includes the 
SWOVA newsletter ROAR, 
which gives up-to-date 
information about all of 
SWOVA’s activities, includ-
ing the schools-based 
Respectful Relationships 
program. 

Membership is open to 
women and men, adults 
and youth, organizations 
and businesses.

SWOVA issues charitable 
donation tax receipts for 
gifts of $20 or more.  

People can also donate 
gifts of stocks, bonds and 
mutual funds to SWOVA and 
benefi t from tax savings.

Though Gulf Islands stu-
dents are presently receiving 
the R+R curriculum, SWOVA 
is still short $10,000 to com-
plete classroom delivery this 
school year. 

Further information is 
available through 537-1336 
or www.swova.org.

$10,000 still needed 

to complete classes 

this year

SWOVA members hope a 
smaller membership fee will 
help the society deliver its 
award-winning curriculum 
to Gulf Islands classrooms 
this year.

At its annual general meet-
ing last month, SWOVA (Salt 
Spring Women Opposed to 
Violence and Abuse) voted to 
lower fees to $5 a year from 
$25 in order to make mem-
bership more accessible to 
those wanting to show sup-
port for the program. 

Former SWOVA board chair 
Leslie DeAthe announced 
the decision, adding the 
society hopes this will give 
those unable to join before 
an opportunity to support 

ISLANDS TRUST

OCP review now entering its  next phase
A spokesperson for Islanders for Self-

Government recently voiced the need 
for more hearings to discuss changes 
to the island’s offi cial community plan 
(OCP).

“The meetings in the fall were useful 
and well run but were dominated by 
those half-dozen hot-button issues,” 
said Denis Russell at last Thursday’s 
Trust committee meeting. “Now that 

most of those have been resolved, we 
think it would be a good idea to have 
some more meetings.”

He encouraged trustees to seek out 
how other communities in the province 
have dealt with their plan reviews.

Trustees said Islands Trust staff will 
prepare and streamline recommenda-
tions before more public sessions are 
scheduled.

“Once we receive the staff analysis 
we will be in a position to make pro-
posals to the public and to get more 
input from them, specifi cally on some 
of the bigger issues such as amenity 
zoning, density transfer, energy use 
and secondary suites,” Ehring said.

A schedule of OCP meetings seeking 
public input will be advertised early in 
the new year.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Candles at a recent 

advent ceremony 

on Salt Spring light 

the dark of winter 

with a seasonal 

touch.

Thank You
To Ganges Village 

Market!
Patients at Lady Minto 

Hospital and the residents 
of Greenwoods now receive 

a copy of the Driftwood 
newspaper every week, 
sponsored by Ganges 

Village Market.
We appreciate your generosity 

and community spirit!



GANGES

VILLAGE MARKET

OPEN DAILY 8am - 9pm

10% off Tuesdays
(some restrictions apply)

Closer to the Community

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and operated

Christmas HoursChristmas Hours
Dec. 24 8 am-6 pm • Dec. 25 closed
Dec. 26 closed • Dec. 31 8 am-6 pm

Jan 1 closed

The The 
North EndNorth End

FitnessFitness  
Xmas Fit KitXmas Fit Kit

$79.95$79.95

537-5217537-5217

GST NOW 5%

2008
CALENDAR
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CALL GAIL, SEAN OR CHRIS IF YOU 

SEE NEWS HAPPENING  - 250-537-9933

VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

We’re all about the Islands
• 6 scheduled fl ights daily between 

Ganges and Vancouver Airport
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane 

fl eet in Canada
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to 

main YVR terminal and bus exchange
• Frequent fl yer discount
• Charter fl ights available to other 

destinations, including USA.

For scheduled fl ight info call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at
seairseaplanes.com

Our Islands. Our World.

AT

SALT SPRING
ISLAND

GANGES
HARBOR

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

SEAIRSEAIR
TERMINALTERMINAL

S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

BOOK YOUR FLIGHT ON-LINE AND SAVE 
$6.00 ON A RETURN TRIP AIRFARE.(Ganges Vancouver) As low as $74 each way +GST

Tide Tables
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Pacific Standard Time – measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT
537-4202122 Upper Ganges Rd. at  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm

the head of Ganges Harbour  Saturdays 9:00am - 4:00pm

19 01:48  2.4  7.9   
WE 04:54  2.3  7.5   
 11:35  3.5  11.5   
 19:21  0.8  2.6   

20 03:29  2.8  9.2   
TH 06:11  2.7  8.9   
 11:59  3.5  11.5   
 19:59  0.4  1.3   

21 04:32  3.2  10.5   
FR 07:32  3.0  9.8   
 12:29  3.5  11.5   
 20:41  0.1  0.3  

22 05:22  3.4  11.2   
SA 08:51  3.2  10.5   
 13:08  3.5  11.5   
 21:24  -0.1  -0.3   

23 06:07  3.6  11.8   

SU 10:05  3.3  10.8   
 13:56  3.5  11.5   
 22:10  -0.2  -0.7   

24 06:49  3.7  12.1   
MO 11:14  3.2  10.5   
 14:49  3.4  11.2   
 22:56  -0.1  -0.3   

25 07:28  3.7  12.1   
TU 12:20  3.1  10.2   
 15:43  3.3  10.8   
 23:41  0.0  0.0

   

DECEMBER

Barry, Eric, 
Bob and Rolf

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year from the 
management and staff of 
Harbours End Marine

Closed 
Saturday, Dec. 22

Re-opening 
Wed., Jan. 2, 2008
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163 Bayview Road in Vesuvius

Jewellery Party
“I shared my facial restrictions with Wendy and in
10 minutes chose 2 frames - so easy. Love both pairs, 
thanks Wendy, super service.” CAYT HOPFNER

TUES.-FRI. 10AM - 5PM  /  OFFICE: 537-2648
in the Lancer Building, Ganges

GULF ISLANDS 

OPTICAL

R

Happy Holidays to all from Richard and Wendy

CHRISTMAS EVE - DEC. 24   

6:00 pm Children’s Pageant Our Lady of Grace
7:00 pm (Carols at 6:30 pm) Our Lady of Grace

11:00 pm (Carols at 10:00 pm) St. Paul's (Fulford)
CHRISTMAS DAY - DEC. 25

10:00 am Our Lady of Grace 
NEW YEAR’S EVE - DEC. 31 

10:00 pm (Adoration) Our Lady of Grace
11:00 pm (Candlelight Mass) Our Lady of Grace

NEW YEAR’S DAY - JAN. 1
 8:00 am St. Paul's (Fulford)  •  10:00 am Our Lady of Grace

Christmas & New Year Masses

OUR LADY OF GRACE

ST. PAUL’S PARISH
Roman Catholic Church

135 DRAKE ROAD

AND

Everyone 
Welcome!

To my valued clients, colleagues and friends, thank you for your 
referrals and continued support, and may you be surrounded 

by loving family and friends this special season. 
Have a healthy and prosperous 2008!

Kerry Chalmers 537-5515
Salt Spring Realty                      www.saltspringrealty.com

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Public support credited for man’s release
Canadian set free 

after eight months 

in Dubai jail

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring woman who 
took an active role cam-
paigning for the release of 
Bert Tatham from a Dubai 
jail is relieved to know he’s 
arrived home in time for 
Christmas. 

Tatham, 36, arrived in 
Toronto on Tuesday night, 
two days after authori-
ties released him and 377 
other prisoners as part of an 
amnesty held in conjunc-
tion with the Islamic holiday 
of Eid al-Adha. Two other 
Canadian citizens were 
among those released.

“It’s a good news story,” 
said Salt Spring resident 
Amanda Spottiswoode, the 
mother of Bert Tatham’s 
partner Sarah Gilmer, 28, of 
Victoria. “There are so many 
bad news stories out there 
and this is a nice change.” 

Tatham was arrested at 
the Dubai airport last sum-
mer while on his way home 

from Afghanistan, where he 
worked with a U.S.-based 
non-governmental organiza-
tion teaching farmers about 
alternatives to poppy produc-
tion.

Dubai authorities sen-
tenced Tatham to four years 
in prison after customs 
agents found trace amounts 
of Hashish and a pair of two-
year-old poppies in his pos-
session. Tatham, his family 
and  supporters maintain the 
hashish became attached to 
him because of the nature 
of his work in rural areas 
around Kandahar.

The two “inert poppy 
husks” were intended as 
props to educate Canadians 
about the Afghan poppy sup-
ply and associated heroine 
trade, Spottiswoode said.

“You could probably get 
more poppies from a poppy 
seed muffi n,” she added.

Within days of sending 
out a mass e-mail, Spottis-
woode was overwhelmed by 
the response from other Salt 
Springers offering moral and 
practical support.

“Dozens of the responses 
were from people I’d even 
forgotten were on the list,” 

she said.
Spottiswoode last saw 

Ta t h a m  t w o  s u m m e r s 
ago while sailing with her 
daughter in the waters sur-
rounding Salt Spring Island.

“He has a genuine desire 
to help people living in the 
most desperate conditions,” 
she said.

In a statement released 
Monday evening, Canada’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Maxime Bernier said the 
amnesty marked a positive 
step in relations between 
Canada and the United Arab 
Emirates.

“We welcome this act of 
goodwill by the government 
of Dubai. Canada highly 
values its friendship with 
the U.A.E.,” he said. “Grow-
ing commercial ties and an 
expanding political dialogue 
give the relationship impor-
tant depth.”

Despite the government’s 
best efforts, Spottiswoode 
said, she and many others 
believe the federal govern-
ment could have done a lot 
more much sooner to secure 
Tatham’s release.

“I think that we have 
a rather naive trust in the 

Canadian government, but 
they really didn’t do every-
thing they could do,” Spot-
tiswoode said.

Notes of congratulations 
on www.freebert.ca, a web-
site designed to raise aware-
ness about Tatham’s plight, 
came rushing in once news 
of his release was confi rmed 
by the government on Mon-
day.

Some echoed Spottis-
woode’s frustration with 
Canada’s response. 

“This freedom comes sole-
ly because of the interven-
tion of Dubai’s head of state 
and under no circumstances 
should anyone have any 
delusions that his freedom 
was a result of Canada’s so-
called ‘new government’ or 
its members,” reads a com-
ment posted on December 
17. “If that were the case, Bert 
would still be imprisoned.”

Precisely how Tatham 
reacts upon his return and 
his plans for the future are 
uncertain, according to 
Spottiswoode.

“He’s angry,” she said. “We 
can’t expect it to be plain 
sailing, but at least he’s 
here.”

Library offers partial service for now
Repairs to fi nish in January

Library doors reopened to the pub-
lic Monday morning, two weeks after 
a severe winter storm damaged the 
building’s roof and main fl oor. 

“Everyone coming in seems real-
ly happy that we’re open again,” said 
librarian Marilyn Ming Tuesday.

The list of services offered at the 

library includes most non-fi ction titles, 
computer access, DVDs, magazine and 
newspapers, and some fiction titles. 
All new books and reference materials 
remain available.

Ming said she is hopeful the chil-
dren’s section may be reopened by 
December 21. 

Repairs will not be fi nished until roof-
ers arrive in early January, Ming said. 

She said total costs paid by the 
library’s insurance company have not 
yet been released but noted the library 
is responsible for a $2,500 deductible.

Overdue items returned between 
now and the end of the year will incur 
no fi nes. The library closes at 1 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve days. 
No service will be available on Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.

SALT SPRING LIBRARY
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Holiday 
deadlines 

Driftwood readers who 
rely on the paper to spread 
the word about events they 
want to publicize should 
be aware of early deadlines 
affecting the next two issues 
of the Driftwood.

Rather than press releas-
es, letters, Rants & Roses or 
What’s On Calendar items 
being accepted as late as the 
Monday before Wednesday 
publication dates, they must 
be received by the Driftwood 
offi ce no later than 10 a.m. 

on Friday, December 21 for 
the December 26 paper, and 
by the same time on Friday, 
December 28 for the Janu-
ary 2 issue. 

The Weekender will be 
published on its usual 
schedule, i.e. going to press 
on Thursday afternoons.

Advertising deadlines 
for both the Driftwood and 
Weekender are also changed 
for the next two weeks. 
See the ad in this issue for 
details, or call the Driftwood 
offi ce at 537-9933.

If a major news event occurs, 
visit the Driftwood’s website at 
www.gulfi slands.net.

$10 million 
for repairs

The Capital Regional Dis-
trict (CRD) aims to spend 
$10.6 million repairing the 
emergency communica-
tions service in the region, 
which will vastly improve 
the system, says Salt Spring’s 
fi re chief.

In 2003, the Capital Region 
Emergency Service Telecom-
munications (CREST) came 
online, providing radio com-
munication for police, fi re, 
ambulance, military and 
transit crews in the CRD. 

However, users complained 
the service often cut out or 
transmitted weak signals in 
certain areas.

Salt Spring Fire Chief 
Dave Enfield said parts of 
the island are also affected 
with no service available 
through CREST. Enfi eld said 
the department currently 
uses a back-up system in 
case the service fails.

With the anomalies in 
radio transmission, Enfi eld 
is looking forward to the 
improvements in the CREST 
service.

“I’ve been a proponent 
from the start,” he said.

Approximately 36 orga-
nizations and 1,800 users 
rely on the CREST system. 
Improvements to the ser-
vice include installing 16 
new transmitters through-
out the region by June 2008 
to boost the signal to 97 per 
cent reliability in the radio 
coverage area.

The contact for making 
the improvements is with 
Motorola, the original sys-
tem provider. To ensure the 
system will meet public 
safety standards, the con-
tact includes performance 
standards, remedies for 
non-compliance and third-

party testing, states a recent 
press release.

CREST board chairman 
Hy Freedman said the 
improvements will affect all 
user areas.

“We want to provide the 
best radio coverage possible,” 
he said. “As long as I’m voted 
as chair I will certainly con-
tinue going in that direction.”

T h e  C R E S T  s y s t e m 
upgrade will be partly fund-
ed by a levy on telephone 
landlines in the CRD.

Municipal representatives 
in the CRD plan to vote on 
the CREST system upgrade 
contract January 10.

News briefs

Heads up!
Gary’s Christmas Dinner
December 25 
Meaden Hall, noon

ENVIRONMENT

Regional district folds on plastic bag ban proposal
Salt Spring 
needs 
alternatives

BY CHRIS STEPHENSON
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

One woman’s campaign 
to ban plastic bags in the 
Capital Regional District 
(CRD) was shot down last 
week by the CRD’s Solid 
Waste Advisory Committee 
(SWAC) in Victoria, which 
doesn’t have the jurisdic-
tion to prohibit the product 
in retail stores.

Anke Bergner, solid waste 
planner for the Environ-
mental Services depart-
ment, said while the CRD 
has no jurisdiction over 
banning bags at  retai l 
stores, the CRD’s SWAC 
will support education to 
reduce the use of bags in 
the district. 

“We’re leaning towards 
reductions and to provide 
alternatives,” she said.

Some of those CRD alter-
natives include creating a 
separate web page on the 
district’s website listing 
options to plastic-bag use 
and adding information 
to the new recycling guide 
for the CRD, states a SWAC 
report.

Despite the CRD’s step 
to reduce the use of plastic 
bags, Lana Popham, who 
is lobbying for the ban 
from her home in Sannich, 
said the CRD is simply not 
taking ownership of the 
issue. 

She said many municipal-
ities in the CRD informed 

her a decision to ban plastic 
bags could only be made by 
the district. However, when 
she met with SWAC mem-
bers last Thursday in Victo-
ria they told her the issue 
was up to individual munic-
ipalities. 

“It’s so silly no one is in 
charge of random litter,” she 
said.

Popham said she’s now 
more determined than ever 
to get her message out that 
plastic bags are a huge and 
unnecessary detriment to 
the environment.

In Popham’s presentation 
to SWAC, she said a large 
amount of oil is wasted in 
the production of plastic 
bags.

“A statistic from the U.S. 
is that is takes 12 million 
barrels of oil to make the 
bags that the U.S. con-
sumes annually. Here in 
Canada an average fam-
ily of four uses 1,000 plas-
tic bags per year,” states a 
copy of her presentation to 
SWAC members.

She also pointed out that 
plastic bags are harmful to 
marine life. 

“Floating plastic bags 
look like jellyfish to sea 
turtles. Dolphins, seals and 
whales will also eat plastic 
and, with a false sense of 
fullness, often die of starva-
tion. When plastic breaks 
down into smaller pieces, 
smaller birds and fish eat 
it.”

Popham said an alterna-
tive action like using a cloth 
bag when shopping is a sim-
ple way to reduce the use of 
plastic.

“It’s such an easy target.” 

On Salt  Spring,  Clare 
Cullen, business account 
manager  at  the  Is land 
Savings Credit Union, is 
all for a plastic bag ban. 
Cullen has thought about 
how to implement a plan 
on the island, but has yet 
to start an active cam-
paign. 

“I intend to put together 
a proposal for Salt Spring 
Island, but have yet to do 
so,” she said via e-mail.

She said consultation 
with businesses such as 
grocery stores and larger 
retail outlets is essential to 
achieve a significant reduc-
tion in the use of plastic 
bags.

“ T h e  k e y  i s  o f f e r i n g 
options to shoppers, such 
as affordable and attrac-
tive cloth bags,  boxes, 
home or office delivery 
options.”

Stores such as Thrifty 
Foods and Ganges Vi l-
lage Market (GVM) have 
already taken a step in the 
right direction, she said.

“Thriftys and GVM offer 
the re-usable shopping bags 
at a reasonable price, which 
is great.”

She said now what she 
needs is support from the 
community to get the ball 
rolling.

Those interested in imple-
menting alternatives to 
plastic bags on Salt Spring 
can contact Cullen at c_cul-
len@telus.net. 

In March 2007, San Fran-
cisco became the fi rst U.S. 
city to adopt a plastic bag 
ban, followed by the Cana-
dian town of Leaf Rapids, 
Manitoba. 

 PHOTO BY CHRIS STEPHENSON

Christy Cook carries a full load of groceries outside of GVM in cloth bags. She’s surprised more 

people don’t opt for an alternative to plastic bags.
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537-1730
MAFALDAMAFALDA  
Hoogerdyk 537-17HoogererdydyyykHooggggererdydyyyyk

oceanswest@telus.net Grace Point Square

Merry Christmas
and Best Wishes
for the New Year

Martin Hoogerdyk
Certified Financial Planner

Rocky Kinahan
Administrative Assistant 537-1730

GRACE POINT SQUARE
mhoogerdyk@berkshire.ca

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year!

“THE LOCAL”
locally owned, locally operated 

#108-149 Fulford-Ganges Road
Open 9 AM - 11 PM Daily

537-9463 store  /  537-9485 bar

...and in THE LOCAL PUB
Thurs.  ...................The Local 649 is $50. Be in to win!

Fri.  ................ It’s a Piper’s Payday! Join us at Appie hour!

Sat. ................ ‘Nucks and Natchos.  Free natchos @ 5:30

Sun. ...............Big screen High Def Sports all day

Xmas Eve ......How ‘bout a drink when your shopping is done?

Xmas ...............Show and Tell. Noon to 6 pm. Bring your favourite gift.

Boxing Day ...Need to get out of the house?DJ’s Cassidy & Virgil start at 7pm. 

Inlaws/friends/kids/
neighbours tap your 

wine cellar?
We’ll be OPEN for all your entertaining needs:

Dec. 24th 9 am - 11 pm / Dec. 25th noon - 6 pm

Dec. 26th 9 am - 11 pm

 Free WIFI. Bring your wireless to 
sip & surf!

Advertising Deadlines
Please note the Driftwood offi ce will be closed

Saturday December 22nd to Wednesday December 26th
The Driftwood offi ce will be open

Thursday December 27th from 8:30am - 4:30pm
Deadlines for the Driftwood
Wednesday December 26th

Display deadline: Thursday, December 20th, 10am
Classified deadline: Thursday, December 20th, 4pm
Too late too classify: Friday, December 21st, 10am

Deadines for the Weekender
Friday December 28th

Display deadline: Thursday, December 27th, 10am
Classified deadline: Thursday, December 27th, 10am

Deadlines for the Driftwood
Wednesday January 2nd

Display deadline: Thursday, December 27th, 10am
Classified deadline: Thursday, December 27th, 4pm

Too late too classify: Friday, December 28, 10am

Deadlines for the Weekender
Friday January 4th

Display deadline: Wednesday, January 2nd, 10am
Classified deadline: Wednesday, January 2nd, 2pm

Our offi ce will be closed Tuesday January 1st.
537-9933   driftwood@gulfi slands.net

BUDIMCIC CASE

Witness recalls Croatian war
Recounts day in question 

with Josip Budimcic

BY MITCHELL SHERRIN
Driftwood Contributor

Testimony from the fi nal witness in 
an Immigration and Refugee Board 
(IRB) hearing for Josip Budimcic 
added complexity to both sides of an 
argument that will decide whether 
the island man remains in Canada 
or returns to Croatia following a war-
crimes trial in absentia that convicted 
him with a 15-year jail sentence.

Canada Border Services Agency 
(CBSA) counsel contends that Budim-
cic withheld information or misrepre-
sented himself as a refugee to Canada.

But fellow Croatian refugee Nedeljko 
Bosanac offered translated testimo-
ny to the IRB hearing that had mixed 
value for Budimcic.

On the one hand, Bosanac painted 
a very similar picture to that described 
by Budimcic of escalating hostilities in 
Croatia in 1990-1991.

Like Budimcic, Bosanac described 
problems with mixed marriages 
between the two ethnic sides of the 
conflict in former Yugoslavia, since 
Bosanac’s family was Serbian and his 
wife’s family was Croatian.

“[Extremist Croatians] were talking 
against Serbs and [Croatian president] 
Franjo Tudjman himself said he was 
happy his wife was not a Jew or a Ser-
bian. I saw it on TV.”

And Bosanac, a retired prison guard, 
escaped from the developing war in 
Croatia with his family to Belgrade, just 
as Budimcic had done in July 1991.

But unlike Budimcic’s testimony, 
Bosanac described how he volunteered 
to return to the war zone at Tenja, near 
the Battle of Vukovar in September 1991.

“I can’t live in Serbia and have my 
house in Tenja and not be in the war 
and help where my house was. Nobody 
liked us in Belgrade either.”

Unlike Budimcic, who claimed he 
didn’t want to fi ght for either the Croa-
tians or the Yugoslavian Nationalist 
Army, Bosanac had no qualms telling 
the hearing that he took sides during 
the war.

CBSA counsel  Ron Yamauchi 
prompted Bosanac, “You must have 
hated [the Croatian extremists].”

He replied, “The same as they hated 
us. It was war.”

Bosanac testifi ed that both he and 
Budimcic carried weapons during 
guard duty in a farm house near a Cro-
atian position, contrary to Budimcic’s 
earlier testimony that he never had a 
weapon.

“Sometimes [Croatian soldiers] 
would sneak up in the day, but mostly 
at night. They would shoot at us and we 
would shoot at them,” Bosanac said.

But in favour of Budimcic, Bosanac 
placed himself at an incident where 
Budimcic was later accused of tortur-
ing and executing Croatian prisoners 
of war (POWs).

Corroborating Budimcic’s testimony, 
Bosanac described how the two men 
stopped to chat with a dozen POWs 
during an unarmed drive between two 
towns near the front line in a Renault 
passenger car in October 1991.

According to Bosanac, they each rec-
ognized two men from their own vil-
lage, they talked with the men politely 
and then drove away.

“I do not feel guilty of anything and 
neither is Josip. If there is a God in jus-
tice, there is nothing they can do.”

Observers at the IRB hearing learned 
that the Croatian POWs later alleged 
they were tortured, several men from 

the group were executed and the 
remainder spent 60 days in a “concen-
tration camp” after their meeting with 
Budimcic and Bosanac that day.

In addition to events described dur-

ing Budimcic’s testimony, Bosanac 
added that he witnessed one of the 
Croatians being sprayed by “nerve 
gas.”

“At fi rst, I thought they were crying 
because they were afraid. When I saw 
the last man in the row get sprayed, I 
thought they were all sprayed.”

Bosanac’s testimony was so vivid 
that IRB presiding member Ross Pattee 
marvelled at his remarkable recall of 
events from 16 years ago.

“One does not forget such things. 
You remember this for all your life. 
There was shooting; you didn’t know if 
a [mortar shell] was going to drop on 
your car; seeing people captured. You 
don’t forget this.”

Pattee will accept written submis-
sions from counsel until the end of 
December and intends to make a deci-
sion about Budimcic’s refugee status 
sometime in the new year.

“There was shooting; you 

didn’t know if a [mortar 

shell] was going to drop on 

your car; seeing people cap-

tured. You don’t forget this.”

NEDELJKO BASANAC
Former Croatian

IRB won’t rush for Budimcic outcome
Don’t hold your breath if 

you’re waiting for the out-
come of the Josip Budimcic 
hearing.

New controversial issues 
were still being introduced 
late in the public portion of 
Immigration and Refugee 
Board (IRB) proceedings on 
December 11 and IRB pre-
siding member Ross Pat-
tee announced he would 
accept additional written 
submissions until the end of 
December.

Consequently, Budimcic 
might have to wait weeks, 

months or even years before 
he learns whether he must 
return to Croatia to face a 
15-year sentence issued in 
absentia for war crimes.

Concluding remarks at 
the IRB hearing, originally 
scheduled for December 10, 
were put off indefi nitely as 
more and more evidence 
swelled several phone-
book-sized fi les during the 
hearing.

“We can’t make closing 
remarks until all the evi-
dence is in,” said Budimcic 
counsel Dennis McCrea.

Pattee doesn’t expect to 
decide on whether Budim-
cic can maintain his refugee 
protection and remain in 
Canada until some time in 
the new year.

“I will provide a written 
submission in due course. It 
won’t happen overnight.”

But once a decision has 
been offered, the matter will 
likely be appealed by oppos-
ing counsel, postulated IRB 
tribunal officer Mumtaz 
Rama.

One issue adding com-
plexity to the case is that 

the Canadian Border Ser-
vices Agency (CBSA) wishes 
to investigate the Austra-
lian immigration forms of 
Budimcic’s witness Nedeljko 
Bosanac, who left Croatia as 
a refugee in 1998.

The CBSA wants to exam-
ine Bosanac’s papers to see 
if they corroborate testi-
mony that he accompanied 
Budimcic with the Yugo-
slavian Territorial Defense 
Force in September and 
October 1991 during the 
Croatian War for Indepen-
dence.
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NOVEMBERWINNER:Richard Magnusson

HERE IS OUR SCHEDULE
VALID FROM DEC. 1ST TO JAN. 14TH, 2008 
Direct Ganges to Downtown
Direct Ganges to Van airport
7:55 am Mon-Sat & 10:45 am Sun-Fri
2:25 pm Every Day
 
Direct Van airport to Ganges
9:00 am Mon-Sat   & 11:50 am Sun-Fri
3:30 pm Every Day
 
Direct Downtown to Ganges
8:45 am Mon-Sat & 11:35 am Sun-Fri
3:15 pm Every Day

 

Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

David Waddington
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Specailizing In Small Business

Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

QuickBooks Setup and Training

 Specializing In Small Business

$15  $25  $30

Dine Out

terra firma 
BUILDERS LTD.
www.sirewall.com

537-9355

10am-5:30pm Mon-Sat, 12pm-4pm Sun
#3 - 121 McPhillips Ave. Tel: (250) 537-2330

Merry Christmas from all of us at BSide.
See you at the Boxing Day sale!

S A LT  S P R I N G

MINI STORAGE
5 3 7 - 4 7 2 2

BUDIMCIC CASE

IRB hearing reveals secretive CBSA acts
Australian witness’ 

immigration papers 

requested by 

government

BY MITCHELL SHERRIN
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Immigration and Refu-
gee Board (IRB) presiding 
member Ross Pattee has 
struggled with irregularities 
during a hearing to deter-
mine the refugee status and 
citizenship of islander Josip 
Budimcic.

Within the fi rst day of the 
hearing, Pattee voiced dis-
pleasure that counsel from 
the Canadian Border Ser-
vices Agency (CBSA) with-
held fi les from the IRB that 
could have a direct impact 
on Budimcic’s case.

“The issue is that I don’t 
have the full fi le in front of 
me and that’s been an issue 
for fi ve months now. It’s [the 
CBSA who is] determining 
what is disclosable and it 
should be the IRB member 
who makes that determina-
tion by looking at the fi le in 
camera.”

But CBSA counsel Jesse 
Davidson and Ron Yamauchi 
would not submit a ratio-
nale of why the Budimcic fi le 
was not culled as per stan-
dard procedure, they would 
not divulge items from the 
Budimcic file subsequent 
to their investigation and 
they would not share with 
IRB some RCMP testimony 
that was utilized by defence 
counsel.

But when retired RCMP 
officer Lee McColl (of Salt 
Spring) used RCMP reports 
from 2001 (withheld from 
the IRB) to comment on 
shoddy investigation proce-
dures in Croatia as an expert 
witness for Budimcic, the 
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Back at work on Salt Spring after his hearing last week, Joe “Somebody” Budimcic was seen 

hanging up Christmas lights in Ganges.

CBSA took objection.
“A foot of material was in 

front of me and you didn’t 
produce it,” Pattee said to 
CBSA counsel.

“Everything that needs to 
be heard will be heard.”

Pattee recommended that 
either party enter the RCMP 
documents as evidence. But 
the CBSA was not interest-
ed in submitting the docu-
ments as part of their case 
and defence counsel Dennis 
McCrea was reluctant to foot 
the $5,000 translation bill.

On the last day of public 
submissions in the hearing, 
Pattee was challenged by a 
CBSA request for the Aus-
tralian immigration papers 
of Budimcic’s star witness 
Nedeljko Bosanac.

“Is there an obligation 
for the tribunal to at least 
provide the witness with the 
opportunity to have coun-
sel?” Pattee asked.

Bosanac appeared ready 
to give consent to the CBSA 
to access the forms, but Pat-

tee expressed concern about 
protecting the Australian 
citizen’s rights.

“One thing I’m a bit wor-
ried about is that if this 
inquiry goes ahead, it can 
only be regarding his testi-
mony and not for anything 
else. And if it were found to 
be used for something else, 
it would be pretty ugly,” Pat-
tee said.

But then, based on David-
son’s comments, Pattee 
asked if the CBSA already 
possessed Bosanac’s file, 
without his consent.

“We can’t divulge that,” 
Davidson said.

Pattee appeared alarmed.
“I’m calling a break and I 

think you’d better call a law-
yer,” Pattee said to David-
son.

By the end of the public 
hearing, Pattee requested 
written submissions from 
both the CBSA and Budim-
cic’s lawyer Dennis McCrea 
regarding Bosanac’s rights 
to fair counsel in Canada.

FIRE DISTRICT

Fire district mum on incorporation
Fire trustees will respond but provide no 

concrete answers to an Islanders for Self-
Government (ISG) request the department 
support incorporation.

“This is inappropriate and not our busi-
ness,” said Michael Schubart, chair of the 
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District, 
during the board’s monthly meeting Mon-
day evening. “If the powers that be decide 
to move towards incorporation, that’s their 
decision.”

Discussion was based on a letter addressed 
to trustees from ISG president Ken Marr. At 

the fi re district’s November meeting, Marr 
said trustees could help the department 
fulfi ll its mandate more effectively if they 
passed a motion acknowledging formal sup-
port of incorporation.

Fire trustee Tony Kennedy suggested the 
board take a “wait and see” attitude on the 
matter.

“I do think it is a fundamental issue that 
the [fire] chief is not allowed to enforce 
many of the bylaws passed by trustees,” he 
said. “I think this is a safety issue on the 
island.”
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  SIDNEY AUTO SALES
Friendly

Downtown Sidney
Corner of 4th & Bevan ...so close to great savings!

2007 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
loaded, stowed seats, only 19k .....$19,995

NEW STOCK

CASH FOR CARS! Car buyer on duty
Phone: 655-0611  Fax: 655-0612

2007 TOYOTA COROLLA
17k ....................................$15,995

2007 CHEV 3/4 CARGO VAN
17k ................................  $22,995

2007 CHEV 1/2 TON CREW CAB 4X4
12k .....................................$29,995

2003 PONTIAC MONTANA, 46k ..................................................... $10,995
2007 CHEVROLET COBALT, 18k ................................................... $11,995
2007 CHEV CARGO EXTENDED VAN ........................................... $26,995
2006 FORD TAURUS, loaded .......................................................... $10,995
2004 FORD FOCUS WAGON, loaded ............................................. $10,995
2004 TOYOTA ECHO, 51k ................................................................ $10,995
2002 CHEV CAVALIER, 50k .............................................................. $7,995

IN
MINT

SHAPE!
New 

price!

GARY MASON

gmason@threepointmotors.com

Thank you for your patronage
Best Wishes 

for the Holiday Season

±

 On behalf of our clients, we have made donations 
to the Salt Spring Island Food Bank and Toy Fund

www.gulfi slandsrealestate.com

Kelly Regen
(1-888) 537-5515

kellyr@saltspring.com

Donna Regen
(1-800) 537-1201

donnare@shaw.ca

COURT DOCKET

Road maintenance defence
part of Ganges court day
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A 26-year-old Salt Spring 
man is prohibited from 
driving for 12 months and 
must pay a $600 fine after 
pleading guilty in Ganges 
Provincial Court last week to 
impaired driving.

The charge against David 
Cooper stems from a Sep-
tember 16 incident when 
RCMP officers noticed a 
vehicle trying to evade  a 
police roadblock near the 
corner of Fulford-Ganges 
Road and Seaview Avenue.

When police caught up with 
and pulled over the vehicle at 
1:15 a.m., Cooper was “slow 
to respond” and “unwilling 
to make eye contact” with 
offi cers, Crown counsel Barb 
Penty told the court.

After police detected a 
“strong odour of alcohol” 
and Cooper failed a road-
side screening device, he 
was taken to the Salt Spring 
RCMP detachment and pro-
vided blood-alcohol sam-
ples of 0.130 and 0.120.

Cooper told police he was 
in the process of driving his 
girlfriend home from a Gan-
ges bar after they failed to 
obtain a taxi. 

“There’s no public transit 
and it’s hard to get a cab at 
that time of night,” he said. 

Though Cooper had no 
criminal history, Penty indi-
cated he had received five 
prior 24-hour driving pro-
hibitions.

Jail time served 
for fi re-stick feud

A Salt Spring Island man 
was sentenced to four 

months in jail after plead-
ing guilty to an aggravated 
assault which sent a young 
man to Lady Minto Hospital 
in August.

Despite the sentence, 
Adrian Good, 20, will not 
have to serve any more jail 
time as the presiding judge 
awarded him double credit 
for the two months Good 
spent incarcerated at the 
Wilkinson Road facility 
immediately following his 
arrest on August 7, 2007.

“That was one of  the 
hardest parts of my life,” 
Good told the judge. “It 
gave me a lot of time to 
t h i n k  a b o u t  w h a t  I ’m 
doing and how I can avoid 
getting into that situa-
tion again. I have a bright 
future ahead of me and 
any more jail time would 
not be useful.”

Court heard an argu-
ment broke out after Good 
stepped on a set of the vic-
tim’s fire sticks during a 
party at Beaver Point Hall 
on August 5. 

The victim was taken to 
hospital with nose and eye 
injuries after Good punched 
him in the face.

J u s t i c e  M i k e  H u b -
bard credited Good for 
time served in view of the 
young man’s plans to com-
plete high school, attend 
Malaspina College and “get 
on with life.”

“You’re a strong young 
man and you have to be 
careful about how you 
behave yourself,” Justice 
Hubbard said.

Good received an addi-
tional 12 months of proba-

tion and must perform 35 
hours of community service 
after police found him in 
violation of conditions of a 
court-imposed curfew on 
Saturday, December 9.

Ticket appeal 
highlights bad 
roads

A Salt Spring man suc-
cessfully contested a traffi c 
violation on a technicality 
despite a half-hour defence 
centred on the poor state of 
the island’s roads.

Lawyer John Davies was 
issued a ticket for crossing 
the double-yellow centre line 
along Fulford-Ganges Road 
after he lost control of his 
vehicle and crashed into a 
ditch near the Cusheon Lake 
turnoff early on the morning 
of November 17, 2006.

Davies contested the tick-
et on the grounds that poor 
lighting, a lack of road mark-
ings and poor weather con-
ditions caused the accident.

“I feel I was the victim of a 
lack of road maintenance,” 
Davies told the court. “I 
became disoriented. There 
was nothing to clue me in 
to where I was on the road-
way.”

I n  s p i t e  o f  D a v i e s’ 
attempt to pin the blame 
on the road conditions, 
further review of the ticket 
led Justice Mike Hubbard 
to declare the ticket void 
on account of a typographi-
cal error committed by the 
ticketing offi cer.

“It appears you win on a 
technicality,” Justice Hub-
bard told Davies.

VICTORIA COURT

Man sentenced to 90 days for theft
Salt Spring matters 

heard in Victoria
A former Salt Spring resi-

dent was sentenced to 90 
days in jail and is forbid-
den from setting foot on 
the island for three years 
after he pleaded guilty last 
week to possession of stolen 
property.

Part of the way through his 
trial in Victoria on Novem-
ber 30, Fabian Cousineau 
confessed to illegally pos-
sessing a $90,000 sailboat.

According to Crown coun-
sel Barb Penty, Cousineau 
reportedly stole the vessel 
from a marina in Anacortes, 
Washington after telling a 
former girlfriend he owned 
such a boat.

When the woman asked 
Cousineau to take up resi-
dence on his luxury sailboat 
instead of her home, Cous-
ineau proceeded to steal the 
boat, Penty said.

The 32-foot vessel in Ana-
cortes was the closest match 
to the boat he had described, 
Penty added.

“There’s no indication 
he’d ever met the owner or 
been on that boat before,” 
she said, adding that Cous-
ineau located the vessel over 
the internet.

Cousineau was found 
in possession of the boat 
in Fulford Harbour by the 
Salt Spring harbour master 
nearly two weeks after it was 
reported stolen.

Cousineau,  who now 
resides on Vancouver Island, 
will serve his sentence on 
weekends. He must also pay 
$4,000 in restitution to the 
sailboat’s owner.

Also in Victoria court:
A provincial court judge 

sentenced Ethan Marcano 
to three days in jail in con-
nection with four charges 
picked up between July 30 
and October 21.

Marcano pleaded guilty 
to assaulting a peace offi-
cer, multiple breaches of his 
probation and mischief in 
a Victoria court sitting on 
December 7. 

All incidents were alcohol 
related.

Court took into account 
the six weeks Marcano 
served in jail after he was 
denied bail on October 21.

Justice Mike Hubbard 
cancelled all outstanding 
probation orders, includ-
ing one banning him from 
the island, and did not 
impose any further condi-
tions.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  C r ow n 
counsel Barb Penty, Mar-
cano argued the stress 
caused by so many pro-
bation orders was driving 
him to drink, violate his 
conditions and further 
compound his problems. 
Marcano finished serving 
his sentence last week.
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Ganges Floor Coverings
Located across from the Tourist Info Centre

Seasons Greetings from our family to yours!Seasons Greetings from our family to yours!

Andrew & 
Tracy Little 537-9112

Wool and Synthetic Carpet
Wood, Laminate and 

Cork Flooring
Vinyl and Linoleum

Area Rugs
Window Coverings

AND A FABULOUS NEW 
TILE SELECTION

Your local septic tank cleaner

Certifi ed planner, installer, maintenance provider, inspector
PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS (New Units)

CALL 538 PUMP (7867) OR VISIT
WWW.ALL I SLANDSEPTIC .COM
TANK CLEANING • LINE FLUSHING • HYDRO-VAC SERVICE

& 
SALT SPRING STORAGE TRAILERS

wants to thank 
all their customers and 

wish everyone a 
Happy and Safe Holiday Season

Best  Wishes,
Gord, Ken, Tanja 
& Bob Akerman

Closed for the Holiday Season

CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING HOURS

537-5551

OLD SALTY 
The Sunday before Christmas - Dec. 23....10 am - 5 pm

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24....9 am - 5 pm
Christmas Day, Dec. 25....CLOSED

BOXING DAY - SALE - OPEN....10am - 4pm

The Sunday before Christmas - Dec. 23....10 am - 5 pm
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24....9:30 am - 5:30 pm

Christmas Day, Dec. 25....CLOSED

BOXING DAY - SALE - OPEN....10am - 4pm

Merry Christmas to all!
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PERFECT TREE: Mark and Carlie Aston pick out a Christmas tree from the Boy Scouts’ 

annual sale at Windsor Plywood.

COURT DOCKET

Sentencing delayed for ‘machete bandit’
Crown wants objective 

pre-sentence report

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A provincial court judge has agreed 
to postpone sentencing of a Salt Spring 
Island bank robber following the 
Crown’s demand for an independent 
pre-sentence report.

Koby Trociuk, 21, held up the Islands 
Savings Credit Union branch in Gan-
ges on October 20, 2006. 

He made off with an unspecified 
amount of money and was arrested 
after he tried to spend a marked bill at 
a local video store.

Trociuk pleaded guilty to robbery 
and wearing a disguise with an intent 
to commit an indictable offence on 
November 6, 2007.

Crown counsel Barb Penty asked 
for the report upon learning that doc-

umentation submitted by Trociuk’s 
lawyer was incomplete. According to 
Penty, it omitted “serious allegations” 
of theft which Trociuk may have com-
mitted while on bail during the sum-
mer. 

“Circumstances indicate he appears 
to have no impulse control and appears 
to be a person for whom consequences 
are never to be thought of or consid-
ered,” Penty said during Salt Spring’s 
monthly court session on Tuesday, 
December 11. 

“He tends to act with an impulsive-
ness that astonishes when you consid-
er his activity impacts people who are 
strangers to him. It causes me serious 
concern.”

Trociuk’s friends and family domi-
nated the courthouse audience as 
defence lawyer Chris Massey argued 
against the delay on grounds his client 
pleaded guilty to the crime more than 
one month ago.

“This is at best an allegation that has 
nothing to do with the matter at hand. 
It is largely irrelevant,” he added. “Your 
Honour has all the signifi cant facts.”

Considering the robbery occurred 
more than one year ago, Justice Mike 
Hubbard said he found nothing wrong 
with delaying the matter further in 
order to collect the facts. 

“We should have an objective report 
and that should contain details about 
how Trociuk behaved whilst out on 
bail.”

Trociuk remains under house arrest 
at his mother’s Salt Spring home. He 
is not permitted to leave the property 
unless accompanied by his mother or 
another adult approved of by Trociuk’s 
bail supervisor.

Penty indicated she would be seek-
ing a federal jail sentence of three 
years. Trociuk’s lawyer will be asking 
for a conditional sentence. A sentenc-
ing hearing is expected in February.

FIRE DISTRICT

Island
jeep
lights up 
Langford
Volunteers bring 

home top spot

Salt Spring Island volunteer 
fi refi ghters are celebrating the 
department’s third consecu-
tive fi rst-place fi nish at the Fes-
tival of Lights Truck Parade in 
Langford Sunday afternoon.

“We had it all lit up like a 
Christmas tree,” said volunteer 
firefighter Laurence Spencer. 
“We put in four days worth of 
work on it.”

The Salt Spring contingent, 
comprising Spencer and fel-
low volunteers Mario Tello and 
Mike Bartle, took first place 
out of the 20 entries from fi re 
departments across Vancouver 
Island.

Top-spot winners receive an 
engraved trophy.

This year marked the first 
appearance of the depart-
ment’s 1962 Willys Jeep. Pre-
vious Salt Spring entries in 
the antique truck category 
featured the Bickle pumper, 
which is on display at the fi re 
hall in Ganges.  

Spencer said the depart-
ment is considering registering 
both trucks next year.

“This has become our annu-
al event,” he said.



Opinion

Has Christmas become too commercial?
Cast your ballot online at www.gulfi slands.net before Monday at midnight or clip this box 
and drop it at our offi  ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

Should ISG run 
candidates in next 
year’s local election?

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

Yes           No

Saving a
rainforest

U
nfortunately for 
Creekside Rainforest 
Appeal campaign-
ers, the object of their 

desire doesn’t have the visibility 
of a Mount Erskine or the threat 
caused by logging trucks running 
around it like the Texada lands 
did several years ago. 

And it’s only 19.46 acres, not the 100 acres of 
Erskine or the thousands owned by the Texada Land 
Corporation.

But it’s still a rare piece of endangered ecosys-
tem and a beautiful sanctuary for plants, animals, 
spawning salmon and humans on this island.

Sure, a million bucks is a big schwack of money, 
but it’s starting to sound not so outrageous for any 
substantial chunk of the Gulf Islands and the associ-

ated transfer costs.
And the only sure way 

to protect green space on 
Salt Spring is to buy it at the 
asking price, or covenant 
it. Salt Spring Island is a 
long way from build-out. 
Even if future local Trust 
committees never allowed 
another rezoning on the 
island, lands will be sold, 
subdivided and houses will 
be built on them as long 

as there’s profi t to be made and people want to live 
here.

In the case of the Creekside parcel, its owners plan 
to subdivide the property into three acreages, says 
their representative Eric Booth. If the purchase deal 
negotiated by The Land Conservancy of B.C. (TLC) 
falls through, “the owners intend to proceed with 
their plans early in the new year,” says Booth. 

While people can be assured TLC would not have 
gotten involved if its board did not feel the land 
was worth saving, they should see it for themselves. 
Guided walks run the next two Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
and on Sundays at 1 p.m.

Fundraisers have used special events like the 
Art for the Rainforest exhibit and silent auction 
on at ArtSpring until December 21 to raise funds 
and awareness of the campaign, but this effort 
now needs big money — the kind that ends with 
the land becoming a park bearing a major donor’s 
name.

If there’s individuals or families out there who’d 
like to make the ultimate and most permanent kind 
of investment in Salt Spring Island, now is the time 
to contact the campaign. Its website is www.save-
saltspringrainforest.net.

It’s also the right time of year for a miracle.

ISG vision prompts questions
BY HAROLD BROCHMANN

There seems to be a lot of uninformed talk 
around the island about the activities of a 
“cabal” calling themselves Islands for Self-Government (ISG), 
who want to make Salt Spring into a municipality.

What follows is my understanding of what the issues are.
But fi rst . . . about the Islands Trust, a local governing body 

that seems to be ISG’s main target — its authority is pretty well 
limited to zoning matters. 

All the other things, like parking regulations, fi re 
protection, road construction and maintenance, 
social housing, certain welfare services, water 
and sewage systems, issuing of dog licences, res-
taurant sanitation inspection, pollution control, 
building inspection, policing, noise pollution, 
liquor licensing, gambling, building licensing and 
inspection, etc. are the concern of various provin-
cial and Capital Regional District (CRD) agencies. 

If the ISG gets its way, all these things in addition 
to zoning decisions would be the responsibility of 
an island-based municipal council supported by 
a number of departments such as engineering, 
administrative, legal, financial, environmental 
and so on.

Why should we want to do this? I suspect the answer is 
something along these lines:

“Local people should make the decisions about local mat-
ters because they know best about local needs. For example, 
we could use local funds to promote tourism and encourage 
large firms to establish their corporate offices and maybe 
even production facilities here. As a result, retail sales would 
soar, businesses would prosper, housing construction rates 
would increase. This in turn would provide all sorts of local 
employment in addition to the political and supportive staff-
ing requirements of the municipality and the number of real 
estate sales people could increase.”

“Maybe we could even have a casino at Central.” (Well, that 
last one may be laying it on a bit thick, but you get the idea.)

“All of these things would result in a more 
substantial tax base which would give us 
money for a municipal ice skating rink and a 

swimming pool in the south end.”
“Further, we would expect to receive government startup 

grants and we could build an impressive new municipal hall 
with local artwork on display. More local employment.”

For some people this is a motherhood type of approach 
which will be supported by a chorus from the masses of “yeah 

— we know best what’s good for us — not those 
bureaucrats in the gommint” or words to that 
effect.

The opposing viewpoint, as I understand it, runs 
something to the effect that “Salt Springers are an 
argumentative bunch and if we had a municipal-
ity with a mayor and aldermen and all the special 
interest civic groups and unoffi cial lobbyists that 
would go with them, there might be more energy 
devoted to local infi ghting and promotion of per-
sonal agendas than getting anything done. Better 
to have decisions made elsewhere by disinterest-
ed bureaucrats who are less likely to be subject to 
local kinship and economic persuasion — and not 

add another layer of politicians who are inexperienced in real 
public-service administration and who may initially be well 
meaning, selfl ess and conscientious, but will inevitably fi gure 
out how to gain access to whatever pork barrel Salt Spring has 
to offer. The real downside is that extensive real estate devel-
opment is in the interests of business and would be unavoid-
able and permanently change the face of Salt Spring.

On top of that there is such a thing as economy of scale. All 
those services mentioned above are going to cost.

Ask yourself, “Who are the members of the ISG? What are their 
motives? What is their vision for the future of the island? What 
would Salt Spring look like in 20 years if they had their way?”

I don’t have the answers to these questions, but maybe we 
need to know.

The writer is at Salt Spring resident.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT

“All those 

services  men-

tioned above are 

going to cost.” 
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Recently I got an e-mail from my friend 
George. George owns a beautiful home on 
a stunning piece of waterfront in the south 
end. 

George and his wife wile away the sum-
mers in this beautiful house, shooing away 
emboldened deer, spying on the family of 
otters, drinking summer drinks. In the winter 
they do what any sane couple would do with 
the opportunity and the bank account: they 
go back home to a more temperate Florida. 

Recently I got an e-mail from my friend 
George.

“Her ladyship and I are putting the house 
on the market — trying to take advantage 
of a strong real estate market, the exchange 
rate, etc.” 

Sad news indeed. Not only do George and 
Susan contribute substantially to the local 
economy (their home is full of local art) but it 
cuts deeply into my summer social life.

Really, can you blame him? Bear with me 
for a moment while I do the math. Let’s role 
play. Say you are an American citizen, house 
hunting in 2001. You buy a waterfront prop-
erty for $500,000, the approximate average 
selling price six years ago. Fast forward to 
2007. Although all the numbers aren’t in yet, 
it looks like the average selling price for Salt 
Spring waterfront this year will be $1.4 million 

dollars. That’s almost triple 
what you paid for it.

But wait, there’s more. The 
U.S. exchange rate in 2001 
was at a low of 62 cents. As we 
all are gleefully aware, the two 
currencies are now at par. The 
eagle and the beaver, hand 
in hand. That $500,000 (Cdn) 
house cost $310,000 (US) 
in 2001. If the house didn’t 
appreciate an inch, you would have made 
almost $200,000 on the exchange rate alone.

So let’s review. Between the heart-stopping 
rise in real estate and the soaring Canadian 
dollar, you would have made $1.1 million. 
And with a creative accountant, that’s likely 
tax free. Nice work if you can get it.

In my opinion, most (but not all) Ameri-
cans who have moved up to Salt Spring since 
2000 have done so for economic reasons. 
Unlike the Vietnam infl ux, politics is a distant 
second to economics this time around. The 
demographics are also polar opposites. We 
are not talking about Woodstock refugees 
with crumpled-up draft papers in their Levis 
scratching out a living collecting mushrooms 
in the rain forest. This time around, we are 
talking about smart money.

After all, our Americans could have set up 

housekeeping very nicely in 
the San Juan Islands, just a 
stone’s throw from our shores, 
where the gas is cheap and the 
beer is in supermarkets. But 
they would have paid double 
for the house. So move north. 
Same climate, half price. 
Smart money.

Again, fast forward to 2007. 
The American housing mar-

ket has tanked. New housing permits are at 
a 14-year low. There are more “For Sale” signs 
on front yards than at any time since 1985. 
The median price of a house fell 13 per cent 
in October alone. Let’s not use the “R” word 
(recession) but let’s just say there is a bit of a 
slump south of the border. There are bargains 
to be had.

So let’s go back to our fi ctional American 
homeowner here on Salt Spring. He can now 
fold up his table and go home with a $1.1-
million profi t and cherry pick a great deal in 
his home town, without the nuisance of bor-
der crossings, immigration departments and 
French language instructions on everything. 
Smart money. 

George goes on in his e-mail: “The ideal 
game plan is to buy a piece of waterfront 
property north of San Francisco or Seattle 

and build another house.”
Is this a trend? I think so. In George’s strata 

enclave of waterfront properties, four out of 
the nine were owned by Americans. He and 
“his ladyship” are the last. All the rest have 
cashed in and moved home. At the far north 
end of the island, another American friend 
has “unoffi cially” put his Sunset Drive palace 
on the market. Sometimes profit margins 
trump the idyllic Salt Spring lifestyle (particu-
larly in February).

Some say this is a good thing. Some say 
that it will let out some of the pressure of an 
overpriced local market. More houses on 
the market and fewer buyers should mean 
lower prices. Not so, grasshopper. The vacu-
um seems to be fi lled by frazzled execs from 
Vancouver looking for weekend getaways 
and shivering Albertans who have grown 
tired of the boomtown oilpatch, the mud and 
mosquitoes in the summer, the forty below 
frostbitten winters. Expect more of the same 
stratospheric Salt Spring house prices, just 
different licence plates in the driveways.

George goes on in his e-mail: “It’ll be a lon-
ger drive for you but there’ll still be organic 
ostrich and tasty wines.” 

I’m really going to miss George and Susan. 
And I shudder at the prospect of having to 
learn a new language — Albertan.

IslandVoices

Awed by 
rainforest

On Sunday, December 9, I 
decided to take the walking 
tour of Salt Spring Creekside 
Rainforest for which there is 
a current campaign, orga-
nized by Maureen Moore, 
to raise enough money to 
purchase the property and 
preserve it from develop-
ment.

Although I live on Creek-
side Drive I have never 
explored the property before 
and I was awed to walk this 
beautiful rainforest with 
Briony Penn as a guide and 
educator. This small por-
tion of land is a perfect 
example of coastal rainfor-
est with tall, stately Doug-
las fi rs, and many varieties 
of plants and wildlife living 
together in harmony. The 
trees reminded me immedi-
ately of Cathedral Grove on 
Vancouver Island. 

To sacrifice this forest 
would indeed be a dreadful 
thing, depriving our chil-
dren of the chance to appre-
ciate the beauty of nature. I 
urge all who have not visited 

this area to take the tour and 
enjoy this small jewel on Salt 
Spring Island.
DON STEVENS,
C R E E K S I D E  D R I V E

Shadowy 
scene

I’d like to remind pedes-
trians that it is not only at 
night that it is wise to wear 
white or refl ective clothing.

On these dusky mornings 
and evenings there are plen-
ty of shadows on the roads 
and if you are walking in the 
shade it is hard for motorists 
to see you. 

Also,  dr ivers,  please 
always dim your lights when 
approaching or closely fol-
lowing another car; the full 
glare of your headlights is 
dazzling and dangerous.

Thank you!
MARGARET HODGES,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Meddlers
I read the “Frosty recep-

tion for ISG at Trust Coun-
cil” article in last week’s edi-
tion. 

Did anyone see what I 
saw? I saw Kim Benson, Tony 

Law and Sheila Malcolmson, 
all off-islanders, meddling 
in local affairs. As off island-
ers they realize that the cash 
tax cow (read Salt Spring) 
is starting to tire from the 
nursing of a 30-year-old calf 
(read the Trust).

These three should bet-
ter spend their time dealing 
with preserving and protect-
ing the Trust area and not 
selfishly trying to preserve 
and protect the Salt Spring-
supported tax base on their 
home island.
BLAIR HOWARD, 
S A L T  S P R I N G

Pondering 
plastics

It’s Christmas time, and 
the plastic bags are flying 
out of the stores. 

They take about 400 years 
to biodegrade, and mean-
while they choke the oceans 
and the creatures that live 
there. 

We feel good about recy-
cling them into more plastic 
products, yet this is energy 
intensive, and plastic per-
sists in the environment.

I note that the Irish gov-

ernment has introduced a 
small tax on plastic bags 
resulting in a 90 per cent 
reduction in their use. 
Could Salt Spring decide to 
be plastic-bag-free?

There are a few things 
to think about: would this 
measure result in retail-
ers heavily pre-packaging 
food items, resulting in 
more weight and waste? Are 
paper bags really any better, 
especially if they’re coated 
in polypropylene for water 
resistance? 

When you think of con-
tainer shipments of paper, 
cotton, or jute bags (on a 
global scale), the bulk and 
weight signifi es more trans-
port carbon than shipping 
plastic bags.

So what are we to do? 
First, I think of the myriad 
reusable fabric bags that we 
or creative folk on the island 
could come up with. 

Then I think of my moth-
er, who never saw a plastic 
bag till she was in mid-life. 
Groceries were delivered to 
her kitchen every Saturday 
by a high school kid working 
for the store. 

(Yeah, he drove a truck, 

but bags were nowhere in 
sight.) 

Now put that together 
with news from France. 
In the fight against global 
warming, more than 70 
French towns have intro-
duced horse-drawn car-
riages to collect garbage and 
take children to school, and 
30 more are set to follow suit 
next year.

Does this suggest anything 
to anyone? P.S. the roadside 
roses would love it.
WENDY HILLIARD, 
M E Y E R  R O A D

Successful 
fi rst

The Bag-a-Book Sale has 
come and gone under some-
what snowy circumstances. 

We  h a v e  s t o re d  t h e 
remaining books for trans-
port to Victoria for distri-
bution, we have completed 
our final administrative 
tasks, and we have paid 
recognition to 37 hard-
working volunteers, many 
sponsors, and our part-
ners: the Driftwood and 
the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 92.

In wrapping up this event 
we wish to extend our fi nal 
thanks to Salt Spring Island 
community members, who 
were asked to show their 
generous support by donat-
ing and buying lots of won-
derful books. 

My goodness, the books 
arrived by the car load, to 
the tune of 9,000-plus vol-
umes! 

Equally rewarding were 
the carloads of buyers the 
following two Saturdays, 
who came with a constant 
message, “This is a splen-
did idea, we hope you do it 
again next year!”

All of the money raised 
at the Bag-a-Book Sale will 
help make possible our 
continued commitment to 
provide quality “life-long 
learning” experiences on-
island by dedicated island 
instructors.

The book donors and 
book buyers helped us 
make this “community fi rst” 
a great success and for this 
we say thank-you.
JUDI FRANCIS,
C H A I R ,  S S I  C O M M U N I T Y  E D

Letters to the editor Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 

during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to Driftwood letters online at www.gulfi slands.net/blogs/blog_letters

Rising real estate and loonie mean good-bye to Americans

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“I feel I was the victim of a lack of road maintenance.” 

JOHN DAVIES

SALT SPRING RESIDENT

HEADTOHEAD

Peter 
Vincent
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SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked:  What’s one gift you would like to receive this Christmas season?

BARB TODD
I wish for peace on earth, but if 
that fails, pave Dukes Road.

MIKE VALCOURT
Peace to everyone in the world.

SABINE GEORGY
A healthy long life for everyone.

PER SVENDSEN
To have my whole family here 
for Christmas.

ART FALARDEAU 
Just friendship.
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The new cost of breaking 
traffic laws will make these 

really handy.

Bad driving habits will soon cost you more.

Starting January 1, ICBC introduces the Driver Risk Premium. It makes drivers with bad habits 

pay more. For very bad habits — a lot more. The decisions you make, including whether or 

not to speed, drive recklessly, or drink and drive, are all within your control. Whether you 

pay more to drive is now up to you as well. For more information visit ICBC.com.

icbc.com

!ICB219_Various.indd   1 12/7/07   2:41:06 PM

Issued by HSBC Securities
(Canada) Inc. Member CIPF.

Roger Bruce
Investment Advisor
HSBC Securities (Canada) Inc.

TOLL FREE 
1-877-715-4722

roger_bruce@hsbc.ca

NOW OPEN IN 
DUNCAN

Made to order with fresh 
exotic Flowers & Greens

Flowers
by Arrangement

10am - 5pm
BETH CHERNEFF  537-9252

520 Long Harbour Road
www.flowersbyarrangement.ca

We deliver

Wreaths
Garlands
Swags
Centerpieces

Arrangements 
for Christmas

MasterCardMasterCardVISA

Oneness 
blessing

As my last letter to the 
Driftwood indicated, the 
retreat experience in India 
was truly remarkable.

I participated in a 10-day 
“deepening” course, then 
served on staff during the 
21-day intensive that fol-
lowed.

We live at the dawning of 
the golden age. This mass 
spiritual awakening is sin-
gularly the most signifi cant 
event to occur on Earth in 
many thousands of years. 
We are divine in origin and 
we, now, are re-awakening 
to this already present but 
long forgotten reality.

As AmmaBhagavan, the 
Indian avatar at www.one-
nessuniversity.org says, 

“Awakening human con-
sciousness is akin to cook-
ing a pot of rice. The rice 
simmers, seemingly forever, 
and when you want to see 
if the rice is done, you don’t 
check the whole pot, you 
just check a few grains.”

Based on several years 
experience at their school 
of awakening just north of 
Chennai, India, they declare 
decisively,  speaking of 
human consciousness, “You 
are cooked. You are done. 
You are awakening now!”

I would be happy to speak 
with anyone interested in 
this emerging phenome-
non, and more importantly 
to share “oneness blessing” 
with you. This remarkable 
energy transfer, which I 
spoke of in my earlier let-
ter as “ego/mind solvent,” 
invites spirit to step more 
fully into your life. This in 
no way confl icts with exist-

ing spiritual or religious 
belief. Rather, it enhances 
and helps fulfi ll it. This is a 
gift from the divine to help 
us awaken quickly, and avert 
further disaster.

If you’d like to contact 
me I can be reached via 
email at davidthatcher@
shaw.ca. Please leave your 
phone number and I’ll call 
you back. Have a wonderful 
holiday season, a very Merry 
Christmas, Namaste.
DAVID THATCHER,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Duck-like
Tom Toynbee objects to 

my criticism of Islanders 
for Self(ish) Government 
(December 12 “Gary’s over 
the top” letter), but with 
respect, misses the point.

I have no problem with 
differing opinions, but I do 
object to ISG’s deliberate 
misinformation campaign. 

I am disappointed that Mr. 
Toynbee — who complains 
about rhetoric but did not 
address any of my specific 
examples of ISG nonsense 
— seems to be fi ne with it.

Mr. Toynbee incorrectly 
states that my article refers 
to the 2002 referendum, 
a 70 per cent no vote on 
incorporation. I actually 
cited the 2005 election in 
which only the candidates 
opposing the incorpora-
tion option were elected, all 
with strong majorities. With 
this unequivocal result, why 
does Mr. Toynbee or ISG 
expect the trustees and I to 
renege on our promise of 
improving our unique, rural 
system of governance?

And how can he coun-
tenance ISG lobbying the 
province to reject more local 
trustees for Salt Spring, even 
though this addresses a 
number of historical com-

plaints by incorporation-
ists?

Mr. Toynbee objects to 
me pointing out the alli-
ance between ISG and the 
development industry. But 
ISG’s own press release on 
their meeting with Minis-
ter Ida Chong states clearly 
it was attended by “repre-
sentatives of the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Contrac-
tors Association and the real 
estate community.” 

Read the ISG ads, pam-
phlets and website, that 
present a litany of com-
plaints about many issues 
having little to do with gov-
ernance structure and more 
with their opposition to 
the policies and priorities 
of currently elected offi cials 
and our OCP.  

As for the selfish part, 
this is more than tongue 
in cheek. ISG complains 
that Salt Spring subsidizes 

planning in the rest of the 
Trust area, but what about 
our responsibility to these 
special areas? ISG is also 
silent on the fact that the 
southern Gulf Islands con-
tribute millions of dollars 
annually in property taxes 
to schools and hospitals, yet 
Salt Spring has the hospital, 
the high school and all of 
the employment that goes 
with it. In other words, ISG is 
fi ne with subsidies, as long 
as Salt Spring is the benefi -
ciary. Sounds kind of selfi sh 
to me.  

The real debate on gov-
ernance alternatives will 
occur during the next local 
election. In the meantime, 
if ISG continues to look, 
walk and quack like a duck, 
please don’t be surprised or 
insulted that some may feel 
compelled to point this out. 
GARY HOLMAN,
C R D  D I R E C T O R

MORE LETTERS 
continued from A9
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ICBC CLAIMS - 
PERSONAL INJURY

• 25 years successfully representing injured persons
• NO FEE until you collect

•Free confi dential consultation

PAUL B. JOYCE 
Barrister & Solicitor

(250) 537-4413 (24 hours)

9:30 WEDNESDAY

OPEN BOXING DAY

BARGAINS UP
TO    70%

OFF

DECEMBER 26

SINCE                       1907

CLOTHING • SOUVENIRS
537-5551

PLEASE NOTE:

Our Christmas Our Christmas 
Hours:Hours:
Our Christmas Our Christmas 
Hours:Hours:
Monday - SaturdayMonday - Saturday  

8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Sundays Sundays 9:30 am - 5 pm9:30 am - 5 pm

Monday, Dec. 24th Monday, Dec. 24th 

8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Tuesday, Dec. 25th Tuesday, Dec. 25th CLOSEDCLOSED

Wednesday, Dec. 26th Wednesday, Dec. 26th CLOSEDCLOSED

Thursday, Dec. 27th Thursday, Dec. 27th 8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Monday, Dec. 31st Monday, Dec. 31st 8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Tuesday, Jan. 1st Tuesday, Jan. 1st CLOSEDCLOSED

Wednesday, Jan. 2nd Wednesday, Jan. 2nd 8:30 am - 5:30 pm8:30 am - 5:30 pm

MOUAT’S

More Kanaka fl ood discourse needed
BY ERIC BOOTH

The article in last week’s Driftwood, 
entitled “Residents blame dam for 
flooding woes,” contained a number 
of allegations, and created a general 
perception of the situation which we 
would like to publicly correct.

To start with, the reference to a “dam” 
being built by Salt Spring Ventures is 
misleading in that a dam was not built. 
Instead, a manmade drainage ditch, 
on our private property, was fi lled in to 
prevent the fl ooding of our property.

It is a fact that the flooding which 
occurred in the area was primarily due 
to the fi ve inches of combined rainfall 
and melting snow within 24 hours, an 
amount which totalled over 10 million 
gallons running through our neigh-
bourhood. To put it into perspective, 
that’s the equivalent of about 12 per 
cent of Salt Spring’s total annual rainfall 
in one day.

It is also worthwhile to note that the 
culverting system below our property 
was evidently inadequate to handle 
the flow, as evidenced by the report-
ed one-inch overflow of water at 175 
Kanaka and the flooding over of the 
two-inch culvert under the school fi eld, 
just downstream. The importance of 
this information is that the restriction 
of water flow at those culverts would 
have the effect of slowing down the 
velocity of the stormwater and con-
sequently causing the backing up of 
water in the Ministry of Transportation 
(MOT) drainage ditches above the cul-
verts, which, in combination, may actu-
ally have resulted in the fl ooding, if not 
merely contributing to its intensity.

While Mr. Grange is reported to agree 
that “Swanson’s Pond is part of a tradi-
tional water course,” I would respectfully 
point out that he does not work for the 
Ministry of Environment, Water Man-
agement Branch (MoE, WMB), which 
happens to disagree with Mr. Grange’s 
opinion. In September, MoE, WMB, 
ruled the drainage ditches on our prop-
erty were not a “natural” watercourse 
but rather a manmade one built in the 
late 1950s.

It is worthy, however, to note that while 
it was reported Mr. Grange “couldn’t 

comment on whether or not [our fill-
ing of a drainage ditch on our property] 
caused the fl ood,” he is reported to have 
said the drainage ditches near the fl ood-
ed areas were “incapable of carrying the 
fl ow . . . for the amount of water that had 
accumulated.” We entirely agree with 
him on that point and believe anyone 
can successfully make the argument that 
numerous MOT ditches on the island, as 
evidenced by the many reports of exten-
sive flooding, all over the island, were 
incapable of handling the record volume 
of water on that day.

We would, however, like to bring to the 
attention of the public the fact we have 
requested three times, over the past two 
months, to have an onsite meeting with 
MOT to discuss ditch maintenance and 
easy improvements to the drainage in 
the area. Unfortunately, to date, those 
requests have been ignored.

On November 5 we informed the 
MOT area manager in writing, “We 
would like to do a few improvements 
to the existing drainage, and, before 
proceeding, we need to know what we 
may require formal permission for and 
what we may be able to do without for-
mal permission. We want to ensure the 
existing ditching system will take water 
away from the road infrastructure as 
quickly as possible and be free of any 
ponding. There has been little or no 
maintenance done for over 20 years on 
some of the ditches in question, and 
we believe a little maintenance will go 
a long way to improving and providing 
adequate drainage in the area.” We also 
asked whether he had, as we had sug-
gested three weeks earlier, contacted 
MoE, WMB, on the matter.

The short reply we received on 
November 6 stated the following, “I did 
not contact MoE. Do not do anything 
on Ministry property without prior per-
mission. I am seeking guidance on our 
next course of action.”

If MOT had bothered to spend the 
half hour it would have taken to meet 
with us to discuss the situation, and 
agreed to the simple ditch maintenance 
we were requesting, we believe much, 
or all, of the fl ooding in the area may 
have been prevented.

On December 5, in an effort to pre-
vent further fl ooding of our property, 
we submitted a formal application to 
perform ditch maintenance, includ-
ing the cleaning and clearing of MOT 
ditches fronting our property, offering 
to do it ourselves, at our own expense, 
if there is no money in MOT’s budget 
to do so. Last Friday we were notifi ed 
by MOT it will likely be “a couple of 
more weeks” before they can process 
the application.

We would also like to comment on 
the Driftwood’s report that some of the 
residents “pulled the dam apart to allow 
some of the storm water to fl ow through 
the pond.” If we are to understand this 
correctly, residents trespassed onto 
our property, and in an apparent act of 
criminal mischief, dug a drainage ditch 
on our property, which consequently 
flooded our property with about two 
feet of water. Regrettably this is the third 
incidence of trespass and mischief on 
our property in the past few months 
and once again we have been forced to 
request RCMP involvement to protect 
our interests. To date there has been no 
offer of repair to the damage caused on 
our property by the residents involved.

Finally, in cooperation with one of 
the area residents, we have initiated a 
request for a “without prejudice meet-
ing” with all of the residents who were 
fl ooded in the area in the hope costly 
and unnecessary legal actions may be 
avoided by both sides and that a mutu-
ally acceptable, long-term approach to 
avoiding the impacts of any signifi cant 
future storm events may, as a result, be 
achieved.

The writer is a representative of Salt 
Spring Ventures Inc.

To date there has been no 

off er of repair to the damage 

caused on our property by the 

residents involved.
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Frédéric Lizotte, CGA & 
Catherine W. McLean, CGA 

of

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS
are excited to announce

PAULA M. WHEADON, CGA
will join them in a new

partnership operating as: 

ANNOUNCEMENT

We will continue to offer a range
of  professional services including:

• Personal Income Tax • Corporate Income Tax
• Canadian Taxation for Non Residents

• Non-Profi t Organizations
• Estates & Family Trusts • Tax Planning

• Elder-Care Accounting Services
• Buying/Selling/Starting a Business

• Monthly/Quarterly or Annual Bookkeeping
• Setup & Support for Simply Accounting, 

Quickbook & MYOB

250.537.9742

SAWYER SEWING CENTRE
3400 Douglas • 1-888-229-2266
www.sawyersewing.comDEAN SAWYER

SAWSAW
3
wDEAN SAWYERDEAN SAWYER

 

SAWYER SEWING CENTRESAWYER SEWING CENTRE
is Victoria’s new                                           dealer!is Victoria’s new                                           dealer!

DEAN SAWYER

We welcome all current 
owners to drop in, introduce 
yourself and receive a FREE 
introductory gift. We look 
forward to serving you.

537-1501

 • 5” CONTINUOUS GUTTERS  • SOFFIT• FASCIA COVER  • DOWN SPOUT

Regional director misleads constituents
over Trust in post-incorporation world
BY TOM NAVRATIL

Gary Holman’s recent 
View Point in the Driftwood 
(“Democracy is not ISC’s 
real agenda”) is deeply trou-
bling.

Here is an elected rep-
resentative in a supposed 
position of leadership, 
authority and trust. Instead 
of a meaningful dialogue, 
Mr. Holman is not only pub-
licly slandering and ridicul-
ing a legitimate organiza-
tion — Islanders for Self-
Government (ISG) — but 
also makes untrue and mis-
leading statements to the 
public.

Mr. Holman’s statement 
that with incorporation “the 
Trust would have virtually 
no presence on Salt Spring” 
is totally false. 

In 1990 the Trust Act 
was amended to allow for 
municipalities within the 
Trust area.

 An island municipal-
ity, its OCP, bylaws and all 
of its pertinent policies are 
required to conform to the 
Islands Trust Policy State-
ment and legislatively to the 
Trust Act, and are subject 
to Trust Council Executive 
Committee approval. Each 
island municipal council 
is required to appoint two 
of its members to the Trust 
Council. This is the law.

Mr. Holman equates the 
ISG organization to a group 
of “real estate developers 
and vacation rental prac-
titioners,” and maliciously 
polarizes the initiative of 
incorporation against the 
concept of the Trust. 

I challenge Mr. Holman 
to publicly apologize. ISG 
(www.islandgov.org) is a 
voluntary, purposeful and 
a non-partisan organiza-
tion of substantial member-
ship comprised of a wide 
cross-section of the island’s 
population that sees and 
understands the need for a 
democratically, profession-
ally, effi ciently and account-
ably run Salt Spring Island 
government within the Trust 
mandate.

Mr. Holman boasts how 
well the current governance 
is working. How about a 
brilliant example: the tennis 
bubble fi asco in which Mr. 
Holman is directly involved 

and which to date lost more 
than $300,000 of taxpayers’ 
money (including legal fees 
but not counting wages) 
without an eye’s blink from 
the PARC or Mr. Holman.

The reality is that the 
current governance struc-
ture does not work well. It 
is expensive, cumbersome 
and fragmented, to say the 
least, often overlapping and 
with duplications. 

We have the two trustees, 
then we have a CRD rep-
resentative (Mr. Holman), 
then various CRD-admin-
istered entities such as the 
Ganges and Maliview sew-
age plants, Burgoyne Bay 
liquid waste facility, Parks 
& Rec and building inspec-
tion, provincially governed 
highway maintenance, indi-
vidual waterworks districts, 
the harbour authority, the 
ambulance, fi re department, 
the government agent’s 
offi ce and the list goes on. 
There is no one place where 
one can go to contact the 
“local government.”

Mr. Holman further states 
that the burden of the roads 
would be on Salt Spring tax-
payers’ shoulders. He conve-
niently neglects to mention 
the generous grants avail-
able to municipalities by the 
province that help with all 
kinds of expenses such as 
the roads.

Mr. Holman accuses ISG 
of hidden agendas, includ-
ing that of opposing the 
introduction of additional 
two trustees. 

Well, would the addition 
of two trustees solve our 
problems? 

No, it is becoming very 
clear that it would not. On 
the positive side it would 
alleviate the workload of the 
current two trustees and it 
would help to improve the 
quorum dilemma, but on 
the minus side it would do 
nothing for the Trust’s limit-
ed mandate of land-use and 
planning, it would perpetu-
ate the current fragmen-
tation and inefficiency, it 
would require a monumen-
tal legislative change and, 
according to the Neilson-

Welsh Report, it is clearly 
inconsistent with the key 
equal area representation 
concept of the Islands Trust 
mandate to preserve and 
protect.

What is the Neilson-Welsh 
Report? Earlier this year the 
Islands Trust commissioned 
Neilson-Welch Consultants 
to produce the Islands Trust 
Governance Review Report. 
It seems that this well-re-
searched document dated 
April 2007 was simply dis-
missed by Trust Council as it 
looked like it did not reveal 
findings that the current 
Trust was looking for.

The report (available on 
the Trust website) affirms 
that the Trust was never 
designed or intended as gov-
ernance for the Trust area, 
but rather as “a provincial 
‘trust’ with a legislated pro-
vincial mandate to preserve 
and protect, on behalf of the 
people of the province, an 
area of provincial signifi-
cance” and “is concerned 
primarily with protecting 
places as opposed to provid-
ing services to people.”

The report continues, 
“while the Trust was given 
certain characteristics of a 
local government, it was not 
created to be a local govern-
ment.” 

While the report was not 
to consider the alternative 
of incorporation, it clearly 

states with respect to incor-
poration: “Using its exist-
ing authority over the Policy 
Statement, and its author-
ity to direct resources to 
Trust Area-wide services, 
Trust Council has the abil-
ity to ensure that measures 
to preserve and protect the 
entire Trust Area are fi rmly 
entrenched in all local juris-
dictions, including island 
municipalities.”

The report recognizes 
that the current governance 
structure is inadequate in 
many ways and in conclu-
sion it tabulates the poten-
tial effect of various com-
binations of improving the 
Trust on the local level and 
as a whole. 

The option of adding two 
more trustees to the Salt 
Spring Island Local Trust 
Committee (LTC), accord-
ing to the report, would be 
largely of symbolic value 
and would be legislatively 
problematic while provid-
ing minimum “improve-
ment to all” (stakeholders).

Subsequent to the report 
the Trust conducted a Trust 
Area-wide public input 
campaign on the issue. 
The total participation was 
astoundingly miniscule: 
less than two per cent of all 
Trust area population (total 
of 446 participants from 
population of 23,000; of the 
446, only 264 persons par-
ticipated in the 11 various 
meetings)! 

Even with this flawed 
sample the input was not 
overwhelmingly in favour of 
adding two extra trustees to 
the Salt Spring LTC!

Incredibly, without seek-
ing further solution, the cur-
rent Trust proceeded with 
the application to the Min-
ister of Community Services 
to approve the acquisition 
of two more trustees for Salt 
Spring. Really, how much 
more un-democratic and 
self-serving can one get?

“How I wish that some-
where there existed an island 
for those who are wise and 
of good will. In such a place 
even I would be an ardent 
patriot.” (Albert Einstein)

The writer is a Salt Spring 
realtor and member of the 
Advisory Planning Commis-
sion.

INDEPTH

“How I wish that 

somewhere there 

existed an island for 

those who are wise 

and of good will. In 

such a place even I 

would be an ardent 

patriot.”

ALBERT EINSTEIN



We’re giving away $1000.00 
in Salt Spring Currency

Grand Christma$$!
HOLIDAY HOLIDAY 

GIFT GUIDEGIFT GUIDE
CASH PRIZES

1 - $500.00  /  5 - $100.00

in Salt Sp
CCAACA

11 - $$550000..

WWe

GIFTS BUDGETfor 
every

You could also win one of 3 gift baskets from the You could also win one of 3 gift baskets from the 
Salt Spring Island Chamber of CommerceSalt Spring Island Chamber of Commerce

Shop at any of the participating 

businesses in the Driftwood 

Gift Guide and fill out a ballot to win!

The draw will be made Friday

December 21st after 1pm.

Ballots are Ballots are 
available at all available at all 
participatingparticipating

Holiday Gift Guide Holiday Gift Guide 
BusinessesBusinesses

TheThe

Have a

OPEN DAILY 8 am - 9 pm
HOLIDAY HOURS:

Dec. 24  8 am - 6 pm / Dec. 25 CLOSED / Dec. 26 CLOSED 
Dec. 31  8 am - 6 pm / Jan. 1 CLOSED

GANGES

VILLAGE MARKET

Poinsettia Poinsettia 
SaleSale

Dec. 24  8 am 
Dec.

ONLYONLY

$$779797
6” POT6” POT

Fine old and nearly new books  •  Grace Pt. Sq.  •  538-0025

Many 
Gifts Gifts 
under

$25.00

FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES

140 FULFORD-GANGES  •  537-5882

Dress your Dress your 
salads brilliantly salads brilliantly 

with with 
Organic Okanagan Organic Okanagan 

Vinegars!

“GRAND PRIZE”“GRAND PRIZE”
❄

❄ ❄❄

❄

❄
❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄

❄ ❄

❄

❄
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Mon. - Sat. 9:30 am - 5:30 pm / Sun. 11 am - 4 pm  •  537-1966Mon. - Sat. 9:30 am - 5:30 pm / Sun. 11 am - 4 pm  •  537-1966

BrioBrio
Books Books •• PlaymobilPlaymobil

K’Nex K’Nex • Dress UpDress Up
CDs CDs • Doll HousesDoll Houses

Music Boxes Music Boxes • PuzzlesPuzzles
Stuffed Animals Stuffed Animals • PuppetsPuppets

Craft Kits Craft Kits • Games Games • RobeezRobeez
Thomas Train Thomas Train • Kites Kites • ScienceScience

Groovy Girls Groovy Girls • Art Supplies Art Supplies • CarsCars
Infant Infant • Schleich Animals and KnightsSchleich Animals and Knights

MagicMagic
DollsDolls

GANGESGANGES

VVILLAGEILLAGE M MARKETARKET



❄ GIFTS BUDGET  for 
every

❄❄

Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 537-2812

“Thank you for shopping locally”

20%
sale

continues
★ All art supplies ★ All games & puzzles ★ 

★ Oberon leather & pewter gifts 
★ All wall calendars

★ Many adult and kids’ books 20-50% off

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 

★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 ★

 ★
 

★

OFF

107 McPhillips Ave.  537-1115

   
     

CHOICES
Christmas Sale

20%-50% OFF 
ENTIRE STOCK

• Lois • French Dressing • Renuar 
• Mac & Jac • Alma • Hilltribe

Try on a pair of Chambra Jeans 
and enter to win a free pair. 
Draw date December 20th* *

GLORIA

Tired of getting gifts that don’t fi t?...

Give the giftgift that comes in 
any size and fi ts everyone!fi ts everyone! GIVE OUR GIVE OUR 

GIFT CARD GIFT CARD 
THIS THIS 

SEASONSEASON

DAY SPA & 
HEALING ARTS CENTRE

537-8807
2102 Grace Pt. Sq. • spa@ssisland.com • www.skinsensations.com

Looking for a unique Salt Spring Island Gift? 
 

$$50 coin (only 1000 minted) 
Artwork by Thomas McPhee  

1/2 oz. /0.999 Fine Silver  
Comes in etched, wood collectors box 

A great gift for only $74.95 

For delivery in time for Christmas, via Express Post, or local pickup, order before Dec. 19 

using Paypal (Mastercard/VISA) at:    www.saltspringdollars.com  

Signed, Limited Edition Salt Spring Artist Dollar 
Bills starting at just $$12.00 available for ordering 

online at www.saltspringdollars.com 

 

Carol Haigh 

 

Carol Evans 

 

Robert Bateman 

 

Jill Louise Campbell 

 

Warren Langley 

 

Warren Langley 

Our NEW ATM is now dispensing $$20’s at 
Chamber of Commerce Visitor Centre 11-3 Daily 
Gift Certificate Envelopes also available there! 

 

Non-collector bills available at Thrifty’s 

give gifts that warm a heart

Our gift sets and gift cards—with renewably-sourced, handmade 
paper—brighten the future for families and forests in the Himalayas—
keeping families together and reversing deforestation and its 
destructive effect on global climate. Warm a heart. Help heal the earth. 
Take home Aveda gift sets, and gift cards for salon/spa services.

©
A

ve
da

 C
or

p.

2103 Grace Point Square
Call to make 

an appointment 537-2700 www.studioonessi.com

For 
someone 

very 
special

Rona RobbinsRona Robbins
Purveyor of Fine TeddiesPurveyor of Fine Teddies
Suite 5A 121 McPhillips Ave. Suite 5A 121 McPhillips Ave. 
538-0964   /  1-877-538-0964538-0964   /  1-877-538-0964

A 
VERY SPECIAL 

GIFT

GALLERY HOURS:  1-4 pm
Nov. 30-Dec. 2

Dec. 7-15 / Dec. 20-23
please call for appointment at other hours
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❄
❄❄ ❄GIFTS BUDGET ❄❄

537-9917 • 121 MCPHILLIPS AVE.
Open Mon-Fri  8:30 - 5:30  •  Sat 9:30 - 5:00 

APPLEAPPLE
PHOTOPHOTO

& & 
  IMAGINGIMAGING

Frame        your lFrame        your loved ones!

Great selection 
of frames and custom 

cut matts
k 537-55517 days a week

MOUAT’S

20%20%  OFFOFF  
EVERYTHING IN THE PET STORE!EVERYTHING IN THE PET STORE!

(EXCLUDING FOOD) SALE ENDS DEC. 24, 2007(EXCLUDING FOOD) SALE ENDS DEC. 24, 2007

CHRISTMAS SALECHRISTMAS SALE

MOUAT’S

20%20%  OFFOFF  
ALL HOME SPA PRODUCTSALL HOME SPA PRODUCTS

537-55517 days a week

135 McPhillips Ave.,
Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm  537-5148

135 McPhillips Ave., 
Mon.-Sat. 10 am - 6 pm        537-5148

Boxing Day Blowout!
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

30% OFF
CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR

MEN’S, WOMEN’S & KIDS’
Christmas hours:

Sunday, Dec. 23rd   11 am - 4 pm
Xmas Eve, Dec. 24th   10 am - 5 pm

For those “hard to buy for” 
people on your list or the 
business clients to whom you 
would like to extend holiday 
greetings, these gift boxes 
are the perfect present. And 
the boxes can be reused or 
recycled.

Check out our website for 
details.

Our Floral Department 
is ready to serve you 
with a smile.

★
★
★

★

★ ★

★
★

This gift delivers This gift delivers 
52 weeks a year52 weeks a year

WIN $250.00 
WORTH OF GAS

•Save-On 
• Patterson Sheep Fuel 

• Johnson’s Shell
• Payless

Draw will be made Monday, January 14th at 4:30pm. Prizes have no cash value. Contest open to residents of the Gulf 
Islands only. In order to claim lease - car prize winner must be 19 years of age, have a valid BC driver’s license and 
proof of insurance. (maximum liability $300 collision / $300 comphensive) / max kms included in lease 20,000 / 12 cents 
kms charge / lease includes normal wear and tear. Employees of Driftwood Publishing and members of their immediate 
families are not eligible. Prize is non-transferable.

Renew or purchase a 
subscription before 

January 15th, 2008 and 
your name will be entered 

for a chance to 

WIN a one year lease 
on a 

2008 Subaru Forester!

★

★ ★

★

★

★

★

  for 
every
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WWe hope your holiday is filled with comfort and joy 
and the warmth of good friends.

We look forward to serving you 
in the new year.

Patti
Speed

537-5515

John
Steele

537-4606

Carol
Fowles

537-5515

Gord 
Ellis

537-5515

Russ
Crouse

537-5515

Gil 
Mouat

537-4900

Simone
Lamers

537-6786

Tom
Navratil

537-5515

Henri
Procter

537-5515

David 
Knight

537-6850

Felicity
Robinson
537-2374

Norman
Rothwell
537-5166

Sandra
Smith

537-5515

David
Giddy

537-6637

John
Cade

537-1866

Anne
Watson

537-5515

Myles
Wilson

537-7200

Cindy
Brooks

537-5515

Kerry
Chalmers
537-5515

Kelly
Regen

537-5515

537-5515 1-888-537-5515 
www.royallepage.ca • www.saltspringrealty.com

email: realestate@saltspring.com
SALT SPRING REALTY

New Patients Always Welcome

537-1616537-1616

Family DentistryFamily Dentistry
at at GRACE POINTGRACE POINT

Dr. Bob McGinnDr. Bob McGinn  

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year to all!Happy New Year to all!

For gallery hours, 
please call.

Adults only please.Rona Robbins
Purveyor of Fine Teddies
Suite 5A, 
121 McPhillips Ave.

Tel: 538-0964
Toll Free: 1-877-538-0964

Fax: 538-0974
Email: shirequeenl@aol.com

PARC and New 

Horizons grants 

complete picture

Good news continues to 
roll in for the Partners Cre-
ating Pathways committee, 
formed by members of Island 
Pathways and the Salt Spring 
Island Trail and Nature Club.

Last week the group 
received word that its final 
grant application had been 
accepted and that the Part-
ners Creating Pathways proj-
ect would receive $20,000 
from the New Horizon 
Seniors program. 

Those approving the grant, 
with funds from  the Govern-
ment of Canada for Seniors 
Initiatives, agreed that the 
Pathways project was a per-
fect fi t since most of its orga-
nizers are seniors, it is near 
five seniors residences and 
many local seniors will travel 
on the pathway.

With the addition of the 
grant, the project was a mere 

Hope
A few weeks ago, the fi lm 

Finding Dawn was present-
ed by SWOVA. It was also an 

opportunity to learn more 
about the very successful 
Respectful Relationships 
program for students.

Perhaps the next genera-
tion of letters to the Drift-
wood will be less opinionated 
and thus more productive.

Of course, as respect-
ful adults we can now start 
communicating about how 
we can work together to 
make our island a better 
place for all of us. 
MARG SIMONS,
H I L L T O P  P L A C E

$3,500 from its $90,000 goal.
“Then last Monday eve-

ning, the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission (PARC) 
voted unanimously to top up 
the fund to the tune of $3,500. 
So they have done it!” explains 
a recent press release.

On top of that good news, 
the committee also learned 
Tuesday that Allteck Line 
Contractors Inc. would 
donate gravel to the project 
to ensure its completion.

“This will ensure we will 
have the materials we need 
to construct the pathway we 
want,” said Jean Gelwicks of 
Island Pathways in recent 
press material. “What a lovely 
Christmas present to us and 
to the community.”

During Island Pathways’ 
November 23 AGM, the Salt 
Spring Island Lions Club pre-
sented Gelwicks and Zeke 
Blazeka from the Trail and 
Nature Club with a generous 
donation that increased the 
number of partners into a 
“very respectable list.”

Financial partners to date 
include: Salt Spring Island 
Community Transit and 
Transportation Commission/
CRD director Gary Holman, 
Salt Spring Island Founda-
tion, Victoria Foundation,  
B.C. Transmission Corpora-
tion, PARC, Salt Spring Lions 
Club, The Royal Canadian 
Legion, Allteck Line Contrac-
tors and many individual 
community members.

“This has been a lucky cou-

ple of weeks for this project,” 
said Blazeka. “It has all come 
together in time for the new 
year. We are very pleased.”

The project would not be 
possible without the Com-
munity Transit and Transpor-
tation Commission (CTTC), 
which will take on the liabil-
ity and maintenance of the 
pathway and Gary Holman, 
who Gelwicks said has been 
one of their best supporters.

Because the off-road trail 
is being created with almost 
no government funding, said 
Holman, “It’s a great deal for 
taxpayers and it’s a great addi-
tion to the pedestrian and 
cycling aspect of the trans-
portation commission.”

The pathway itself will 
run parallel to Lower Ganges 
Road from Wildwood Cres-
cent to Blain Road.

Four work parties have 
already cleared the entire 
length of the pathway in the 
hopes that “people with stur-
dy shoes can start walking it 
now.”

More work bees will take 
place in the spring and the 
group hopes that anyone 
who has native plants to 
donate to the project will 
hold onto them until May 
when construction will begin. 
The group is also looking for 
donations of split-rail fencing 
and large boulders.

“We owe a big thank you 
to the community and all our 
partners,” said Gelwicks and 
Blazeka. 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SANTA’S HELPERS: Helping with the delivery of Christmas hampers at the Community 

Services Society food bank Tuesday were, from left, Angela Anderson, Penny Grossman and 

Elizabeth and Christine Anderson.

MORE LETTERS
continued from A10

PATHWAYS

Path hits fundraising goal
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If it’s in the storeIf it’s in the store
IT’S ON SALE!

EVERYTHING! 

INDOORS & OUTDOORS!

WOMEN’S WEAR, MEN’S WEAR, KID’S WEAR, 
FOOT WEAR, ACCESSORIES AND SOUVENIRS!

SHOP SUNDAY

10am-5pm

 7 days a week                                                                                     537-5551
• Celebrating Our 100th Christmas •

10% TO

70%
OFF

•  All light set cords should be fully insulated and 
carry an approved testing label. Ensure all cords 
& lights are in good working order before putting 
them up. If in doubt replace them.

•  Don’t overload electrical circuits or extension 
cords.

•  Only cords and lights approved for outdoor use 
should be used in your yard or outside your home.

•  Keep lights away from tinsel, paper, draperies and 
other flammable materials.

•  Turn off all lights and extinguish all candles before 
leaving home or going to bed.

•  Before placing tree in stand, cut slice off of butt 
end. Be sure to water the tree daily. Place tree away 
from all heat sources, such as fireplace, radiators 

The Christmas season has many safety hazards. 
That’s why it’s important that your family review these important

safety tips before beginning your holiday preparations.

CELEBRATE WITH
SAFETY & JOY 

1

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS

If you don’t own one, purchase a smoke detector and a reliable fire extinguisher and know how to use it.
Remember, safety is the most important gift you can give your family and yourself.

and candles.
•  Dispose of tree when needles start to fall off.
•  Keep candles away from children, pets and 

flammable materials.
•  Keep poinsettias and holiday potpourri away 

from children and pets, as these items may be 
hazardous if ingested.

•  Christmas wrapping and decorations can be highly 
combustible and should be kept away from all heat 
sources.

•  Discard gift wrap & boxes with the garbage or 
recycle where appropriate; do not burn them in the 
fireplace.

•  Now is a good time to review your home fire safety 
escape plan with all of the family members.

Wishing You A Happy Hazard-Free Holiday Season!

SALT SPRING FIRE DEPARTMENT
Vis i t  us  on  the  web a t  www.sa l tspr ing f i re.com

Roses
A big bouquet of beautiful-

ly scented, agenda-free roses 
to manager Mike at Thrifty 
Foods for politely asking the 
Islanders for Self-Govern-
ment to stop soliciting at the 
entrance of Thrifty Foods on 
Friday. Much appreciation 
from your customers who 
don’t want the ISG in their 
faces while doing errands. SB

A big litter of rainbow roses 
for all the people who helped 
Scout . . . for Maria who lent 
me her cage, for Cathy and 
Jean for their generous fund-
ing, for Shelly, who will pro-
vide a home for the Kitty and 
Dr. Dave and staff at the vet 
clinic. Thank-you all. Penny

An ocean of marine roses 
to Katherine, Sandy, Geoff, 
Doug, Laurie, Karen, Derek 
and other crew members of 
the Queen of Tsawwassen 
on the morning of Decem-
ber 9 for giving my grandson 
Kieran a great experience 

that he’ll remember always. 
Thanks so much for making 
his day, and mine. JH

All-year-round roses to 
Ann behind the counter at 
Ganges Post Offi ce for all her 
cheerful friendly help and 
advice to those of us who 
arrive at the other side of the 
counter all year round — you 
are very much appreciated!

A big bush of “Francis 
Dubrevil” in full fragrant 
bloom to all the courageous 
Salt Spring Spanish teachers 
who, with vim and vigour, 
strive to educate the masses. 
A rose is a rose is a rose unless 
it’s in Spanish, in which case 
it is una rosa. XOX — Habla!

Roses to Janet from VIHA 
for sharing your secrets to 
survival with parents of picky 
and not-so-picky eaters. 
Roses to our Janet from Elf 
for sharing your great space. 
Thank you!

Roses to Bill at GVM for 

your generous donation of 
organic foods for our snack at 
the healthy eating workshop. 
Roses to Craig and Cathryn 
at Natureworks for helping 
keep our snack completely 
GMO-free. Many families 
enjoyed the variety of good 
foods.

A bus full of fragrant roses 
to Cecelia and Barbara for 
another fun day in Chemai-
nus. Your efforts to include 
me in all of the varied events 
is much appreciated. Happy 
Holidays! 

A car full of snow-coloured 
roses for the home care 
ladies who go the extra mile 
when driving conditions are 
terrible. Happy Holidays to 
one and all!

A big warm hug to Julie at 
Solace Space for her awe-
some massage and accu-
pressure work. Organic lini-
ments, oils, salves and much 
more can be bought at her 
spa in Fulford. Vicki Miller

RANTS and Roses

Looking for  something 
special for a stocking 
stuffer? How about 
a pool pass for that
special someone?

Available at Parc offi ces
Monday thru Friday

537-4448

Class of Person Individual 1 Month Pass 3 Month Pass Annual Pass
 Adult (19 yrs and older) 5.00 55.00 156.00 550.00
 Youth (13-18 yrs or 
 valid student card) 4.00 44.00 125.00 440.00
 Child (4-12 yrs) 3.00 33.00 94.00 330.00
 Tot ( 3 yrs and under) No Charge No Charge No Charge No Charge
 Family (max 5 people) 12.00 132.00 375.00 1325.00

Single Admission rates will apply for use of whirlpool or showers only.
Single admission rates apply to each entry per day.

Indoor Pool - Lesson Fees (including GST, where applicable)

Individual Session (Set of 10)
 ½ hour Lesson 50.00
 ¾ hour Lesson 60.00
 ½ hour Private Lesson 20.00
 ½ hour Semi-Private Lesson   
 (2 people) 30.00

Indoor Pool - Aquatic Fitness
Drop-In 1 Month Pass

 Participant 7.00 65.00

Indoor Pool - Rental Rates
Per hour plus GST

 Class of Organization Per Lane Entire Facility
 Commercial Organizations 300.00
 Non-Profit Organizations 200.00
 Youth Aquatic Sport Organizations 12.50 75.00
 Adult Aquatic Sport Organizations 25.00 150.00
 School Organizations 12.50 75.00
 Birthday Party (youth) 150.00

RAINBOW ROAD INDOOR POOL FEES AND CHARGES

Indoor Pool - General Admission Fees (“Everyone Welcome”, Lap Swim) (including GST)

Our new indoor pool is nearly ready to open 
and the 

admission fee schedule has now been approved.

Rainbow Road 
INDOOR POOL

Sam & Wendy  Anderson wish all their 
valued clients & friends  a very Happy 

Christmas Season and Prosperous New Year.
SAM ANDERSON APPLIANCE REPAIR

TAIT TECHNICAL SOLUTIONS
Phone 537-5268

24 hr./7-day emergency service
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HOT TUB
SERVICE

www.gulfi slandspas.com

One Percent Realty Vancouver IslandOne Percent

Scott Simmons @ 250-538-8316
saltspring@yahoo.com

www.escapetosaltspring.com

Salt Spring agent for

Times have changed and so have the real estate companies and 
their business models. 

Today’s buyers use the Internet to search for their new home. 
Primarily they use the Multiple Listing Service web site mls.ca. This 
has empowered the buyers and put them in the driver’s seat. 

One Percent Realty is a company that has a very simple 
business model: low overhead and low fees charged to their agents. 
The low overhead is passed on to consumers in the way of low 
commissions. The sellers still get full MLS® listings, signs, open houses, 
local advertising, lock boxes, etc...

Compare commissions charged. One Percent charges a 
commission of $5000 plus a $800 disbursement fee +gst for houses 
up to $500,000. For houses over $500,000 it is 1% plus the $800 
disbursement fee +gst. The commission is shared between the 
buying and or selling REALTORS®. 

This is an example. There are no standard commissions. All real 
estate companies are free to set their own rate. If an agent charges 
7% on the fi rst $100,000 and 3% on the balance for selling a 
$500,000 home the commission would be $19,000 +gst = $20,140. 
If you listed with One Percent Realty the commission would be  
$5,800 + gst = $6,148. The savings would be $13,992. Think 
of the savings like this. If you earn $25 per hour it would take a 
staggering 559.68 hours - more than 3 months of work to make 
that much.

The big myth “If I list with One Percent the other agents won’t 
show my house”. The reality is other REALTORS® on Salt Spring 
do show my listings. Overall 70% of One Percent listings are sold 
by other agents. The fi rst listing sold by One Percent on Salt Spring 
was sold through another agent working for another brokerage. 
The buyers see what they want to see. Buyers have access to all the 
MLS® listings.

Scott Simmons is proud to be the Salt Spring REALTOR® for 
One Percent Realty Vancouver Island.

If you would like to talk to me about selling your Salt Spring 
house call me direct at 538-8316, and let’s work out a plan of 
action. Let me show you my existing internet marketing system that 
enhances the MLS.

About to list your
house for sale?

GANGES, SALT SPRING ISLAND 250-537-5551

OLD SALTY
She will love 

our local
jewellery!

For 
Christmas...

Œ Œ

invites you to an

ART SHOW & SALE
Featuring gourmet breads
& baked goods, paintings, 
photography, jewellery &

spirit houses

DEC. 22 10-4
705 Beaver Point Rd.

653-4186

LICENCE BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2007 AND SAVE $5 

Save $5 off of regular licence fees if you purchase before 
December 31, 2007. 

Licence Fees: 
Male or Female . . $30  Neutered or Spayed . . $20 . . after March 31st, 2008 add $10

Receive a FREE dog licence if you apply for a licence within 12 months after 
your dog has been neutered or spayed. 

Licence Vendors: 
Salt Spring Island Veterinary, Foxglove Farm & Garden, Gulf Island Veterinary Clinic, Salt Spring 
Island Building Inspection, Mayne Island Building Centre, Saturna General Store, Pender Island 
Home Building Centre 

Capital Regional District Animal Control 
Phone: (250) 478-0624                                                                                                                  

 

Delicious treats for gifts and guests. 
Great stocking stuffers

• Ambrosial SSI roasted garlic
• Salsa in medium and wasabi
• Salt Spring spirited wild 

blackberry jam
• 130 organic seed varieties
• “Hot” roasted garlic jalapeno jelly
• 28 fl avours of chutneys, pickles, diet jams 

and jellies

Delicious treats for giftts and guests.
Great stocking stuffersrs

Ambrosial SSI roasted garrlic

Bigfoot HerbsBigfoot Herbs

104 Eagle Ridge Drive 104 Eagle Ridge Drive 
oror

Hatley Castle, VictoriaHatley Castle, Victoria
537-4466537-4466

atCHRISTMAS 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 64

Land swap home unsuitable for Phoenix
School board searches

for facility 

BY CHRIS STEPHENSON
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Phoenix high school program is 
without a home next year after School 
District 64 learned a potential location 
acquired in a land swap was unsuitable 
for the school.

District 64 recently swapped a piece 
of Rainbow Road agriculture land for 
a parcel next to Gulf Islands Second-
ary School (GISS) owned by Richard 
Murakami.

District superintendent Jeff Hop-
kins said during the early stages of the 
deal approximately three years ago, the 
school board thought the house on the 
new property would suit the Phoenix 
program. 

“It became an urban legend that the 
house would be acceptable.”

Hopkins said after the swap was 
finalized, the district assessed the 
house and found it was not in proper 
condition for students. 

He said GISS decided to use the prop-
erty for their carpentry class. However, 
Hopkins is unsure what to do with the 
house in the future. 

Despite the fact the district has no 
facility for the Phoenix program next 
year, Phoenix teacher Linda Under-
wood said she is talking with students, 
parents and the school board to fi nd a 
proper location.

The lease on the Jackson Avenue 
building that now houses the Phoe-
nix program expires at the end of this 
school year. 

Phoenix has 34 students who are 
cross-enrolled from GISS. 

Murakami, who now owns the for-
mer district property across from GISS 
at 229 Rainbow Road, said he has no 
plans to develop the agricultural land.  

ISLANDS TRUST

Three Point proposal 
delayed by questions
Trustees request 

rezoning details

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Island trust-
ees delayed giving fi rst read-
ing to a draft bylaw for the 
construction of three homes 
overlooking Fulford Harbour 
in exchange for 63 acres of 
community farmland.

“In going through the 
community plan again, I 
have come across 11 claus-
es which do not appear to 
be addressed by this staff 
report,” Jonathan Yardley 
told trustees at a Local Trust 
Committee (LTC) meeting 
last Thursday.

Yardley’s concerns focussed 
on the restricted activities 
dictated by the Trust’s Devel-
opment Permit Area (DPA) 6 
boundaries. According to the 
island’s official community 
plan, the clearing of larger 
trees and removal of dirt may 
be restricted in steep areas 
with a high risk of landslides 
and soil erosion.

Yardley said determin-
ing which areas on the 203 
Musgrave Road property 
fall under DPA 6 is essen-
tial before proceeding with a 
draft bylaw and subsequent 
public hearing.

“When we get a redraft-
ed bylaw, I hope we can 
be very clear on where the 
DPA 6 applies and whether 
the proposed new plan, the 
revised plan, avoids those 
areas which it has to avoid,” 

said trustee Peter Lamb.
Lamb further suggested 

formal confirmation be 
obtained from the Farm-
ers’ Institute regarding its 
intention to assume control 
over the Fulford farmland 
property, often referred to 
as the former Hughes farm 
property.

Mark Wyatt, Three Point 
Properties’ project manager 
for the Fulford Farms pro-
posal, said the Farmers Insti-
tute has submitted written 
confirmation its members 
are willing to assume con-
trol over the farmland, but 
said more is needed to fi nal-
ize a formal agreement.

“This is obviously not 
only a new process for the 
Islands Trust, but also for 
us and the Farmers Insti-
tute, so we understand there 
is some legwork yet to be 
done,” Wyatt said.

Speaking dur ing the 
meeting’s town hall session, 
south-end resident Harry 
Warner asked trustees to 
take into account the land’s 
agricultural potential before 
making a decision which 
will impact the Fulford Har-
bour shoreline.

“The [donated property] 
is the only area that still has 
snow on it,” Warner said 
during the meeting’s town 
hall session. “That land is 
good for nothing except for 
growing hay.”

Staff anticipate a new draft 
bylaw will be ready for con-
sideration of fi rst reading at 
January’s LTC meeting.    
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Bessie Dane FoundationBessie Dane Foundation
and Hospiceand Hospice

Send To:
Bessie Dane Hospice
Box 521 Ganges PO
S.S.I., B.C.  V8K 2W2

(Tax Receipt on Request)

“Never Forgotten”
DONATIONS

In Memoriam

Draw date 
Draw date Dec. 24
Dec. 24

DOWNTOWN 537-5534 DOWNTOWN 537-5534 

104 Lower Ganges Rd.104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 

372 Lower Ganges Rd.372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

L i v e  w e l l  w i t h

Bring a food bank donation Bring a food bank donation 
to Pharmasave to Pharmasave 

and enter to win a bear!and enter to win a bear!

Versatile Light Control 
from Top to BottomNEW!

More of the personal touch you deserve. 
Mobile service, free estimates & in-home consultation.

1- 8 7 7-74 4 -2 5 2 2
www.saff ronwindows.com  

NEW!NEW! Versatile Light Control
from Top to Bottom

Sale ends  Dec. 31st, 2007.  
SAVE $200  for every 4 units of Silhouette® window shadings, or 

for every 2 units of Skyline™ gliding panels or Luminette®  privacy sheers.        

C  E  L  E  B  R  A  T  E

          
THE Magic OF LIGHT

SAFFRON
Window Fashion & Drapery

LOCAL CURRENCY

Monetary fund aims to 
sharpen marketing plan
Salt Spring Dollars 

ATM now open

BY CHRIS STEPHENSON
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring Dollars ATM 
is up and running in the visi-
tor info centre for tourists 
and residents alike to with-
draw funds to circulate on 
the island.

Bob McGinn, one of the 
directors for the Salt Spring 
Is land Monetar y  Fund 
(SSIMF), hopes the ATM will 
help market the bills to a 
wider audience.

“The time is right for locals 
to support us,” he said dur-
ing the IMF annual general 
meeting last Wednesday.

SSIMF, a non-profi t soci-
ety, started circulating its 
bills in 2001 to promote 
local commerce and help 
fund community projects.

The ATM was installed 
in early December and 
dispenses $20 Salt Spring 
bills using debit or credit 
cards.

This is the second time 
the group has installed an 
ATM on Salt Spring. Approx-
imately three years ago the 
foundation placed a cash 
machine in Thrifty Foods, 

but it had limited success. 
The machine was removed a 
few months later.

“It was probably ahead of 
its time,” McGinn said.

He’s hopeful the new cen-
tral location will draw on a 
wider group of people and 
help get their bills into cir-
culation.

While Salt Spring dol-
lars are accepted in many 
businesses on the island, 
marketing is one issue the 
foundation needs help with, 
McGinn said.

“We need a good market-
ing plan.”

He said SSIMF hopes to 
recruit marketing students 
either from the University 
of Victoria or Camosun Col-
lege to help develop a strong 
plan.

E r i c  Bo o t h ,  a n o t h e r 
SSIMF director, agrees the 
students could help with 
the foundation’s marketing. 
He said SSIMF hasn’t spent 
any energy on promoting its 
website, which accounts for 
a large portion of their cur-
rency sales.

“We’ve had limited expo-
sure with good success. This 
could be exciting especial-
ly now that we have a new 
coin,” he said during the 

meeting.
SSIMF issued a $50 silver 

coin in 2006 and has sold 40 
per cent of the 199 minted.

The foundation makes a 
large portion of its revenue 
by either selling currency to 
collectors or through tour-
ists who take the money 
home as souvenirs.

The SSIMF’s 2007 fi nan-
cial  report  states  that 
145,551 Salt Spring dollars 
are in the hands of the pub-
lic, including collectors and 
tourists.

Foundation revenue is 
being used to offer micro-
loans with low-interest rates 
to community organizations 
and organic farmers.

McGinn said the group 
is working with a farmers’ 
cooperative to help pur-
chase a walk-in cooler to 
store produce for longer 
periods, with an overall aim 
of promoting local food pro-
duction.

SSIMF has issued bills in 
one, two, fi ve, 10, 20, 50 and 
100-dollar denominations. 
All Salt Spring Dollars cur-
rency features local artists 
and historical fi gures.

For more information 
about SSIMF, contact www.
saltspringdollars.com.

PARKS AND REC

Toilet 
facility 
dubbed 
‘architect’s
 fantasy’
Commissioners 

await new loo 

design

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Commissioners unani-
mously rejected a proposed 
plan for the new Centen-
nial Park public washroom 
facility during their monthly 
board meeting at Portlock 
Park last week.

“It looks like it’s about to 
take off for the moon,” said 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission (PARC) chair Rose-
mary Trump. “It doesn’t look 
like [the architects] tried to 
fi t it in with anything else on 
the island.”

T h e  9 0 5 - s q u a re - f o o t 
str ucture  would be in 
approximately the same 
space next to the play-
ground, but is about 400-
square-feet larger than 
the existing building. The 
facility is estimated to cost 
$200,000. 

“We are getting one extra 
toilet for 400 feet of play-
ground space,” said com-
missioner Robert Brewer. 
“That’s an expensive toilet.”

Commissioner Peter Lake 
suggested architects be 
directed to consider design-
ing a two-storey structure 
that could be partially closed 
off in winter.

“I don’t know why we are 
spreading out when we can 
move up,” Lake said.

“This is an architect’s fan-
tasy,” he added. “We need 
something far more practi-
cal.”

Preparation is under-
way to provide a temporary 
modular washroom unit 
for the beginning of the 
2008 market season, as it is 
unlikely the new building 
will be completed by that 
time, states a staff report.

“The building itself is dete-
riorating to the point where 
it needs to be replaced,” he 
said. A revised proposal is 
expected by early 2008.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

CHRISTMAS KISS:  Moms Molly Murphy  and Tiff any Wightman hang out at a craft fair 

on Salt Spring, while their backpack babies get to know each other a little better.
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NEW TICKET SALES &  
LOADING CUT-OFF TIMES 

Effective Monday, January 7, 2008 
All Minor & Intermediate Terminals
Dear Valued Customer;

In order to allow sufficient time for safe, 
consistent and clear Shore Closure Procedures, 
BC Ferries will be implementing new ticket sales 
and loading cut-off times effective Monday, 
January 7, 2008 at our minor and intermediate 
terminals. Similar procedures are already in 
effect at our major terminals.

This policy will allow for an accurate passenger count prior to 

departure, allow safe on-time vessel departures resulting in more 

efficient fuel consumption and show respect to our customers who 

arrive on time.

The new cut-off times for minor and intermediate routes are  

as follows:

VEHICLES 
•  5 Minutes prior to scheduled sailing time at the following 

terminals: Little River, Westview, Saltery Bay, Earls Cove  
and Snug Cove

•  3 Minutes prior to scheduled sailing time at all other  

minor terminals

FOOT PASSENGERS
•  5 Minutes prior to scheduled sailing time at all minor terminals

All traffic that is ticketed or in line at the pre-ticket area prior to the 

cut-off time will be loaded if there is deck space available. If the vessel’s 

arrival is delayed, the cut-off time will be the vessel’s arrival time. 

Complete schedule information is available at www.bcferries.com 

or by calling 1 888 BCFERRY (888 223 3779)  

between 7:00 am and 10:00 pm daily.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Police set up 
random holiday
road checks
Salt Spring 

detachment ready 

for overtime
BY CHRIS STEPHENSON
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Partygoers who want to 
get behind the wheel this 
Christmas season should 
think twice before taking 
the risk. 

Const. Jason Jewkes of the 
Salt Spring RCMP detach-
ment says if islanders drink 
and drive over the holidays, 
they will get caught.

He said from approxi-
mately December 1 to Janu-
ary 7 roadside checks will be 
set up around Salt Spring.

“We’ll have road blocks 
from early evening to late 
evening,” he said.

Jewkes asks islanders to 
plan ahead this holiday sea-
son and find a designated 
driver if they wish to drink.

Salt Spring RCMP offi cer 
Cpl. Kerry Howse said the 
detachment has an over-
time budget in place for the 
holidays, which means the 
police will be out in full force 
for the Christmas season.

Howse said the island’s 
RCMP hopes to set up two 
to three road blocks each 

night to check vehicles for 
impaired drivers.

“The checks will be at ran-
dom locations,” he said.

While there is no formal 
safe ride service on the island, 
Kimberly Lineger of Salt 
Spring Victim Services said 
drinking and driving is easily 
preventable if people decide 
ahead of time when they 
want to consume alcohol.

“Think about how you 
want to get home,” she said. 

She said many informal 
ride programs have started 
at businesses on Salt Spring 
island to ensure employees 
and customers get home 
safely after Christmas parties.

Ac c o rd i n g  t o  In s u r-
ance Corporation of British 
Columbia (ICBC) statistics, in 
2005 there were 121 fatalities 
and almost 3,400 injuries in 
approximately 5,300 alcohol-
related crashes on B.C. roads.

If vehicle operators are 
caught drinking and driv-
ing over the legal limit of the 
0.08 blood-alcohol ratio, the 
RCMP may charge the driver 
under the Criminal Code of 
Canada. If the vehicle oper-
ator is convicted, he or she 
will lose driving privileges 
for at least a year and have a 
permanent criminal record.
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Eat, sleep,  read...

Life 
 is

  s
imple Salt Spring Books

104 McPhillips Avenue • 537-2812

All Art Supplies
All Games & Puzzles
All Oberon Leather 
& Pewter Gifts
All Wall Calendars 20%

 off 
OPEN TILL 8 PM FRIDAY 21, SATURDAY 22 OF DECEMBER

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

Draught! $3

Deluxe Vacation Suites
Fully self-contained

Sunny, oceanview balconies and patios
25% off Winter Rates

www.vesuviusvillas.com  •  250 537 9768

THE 
VESUVIUS 

VILLAS
770 Vesuvius Bay Rd. 

Salt Spring Island

Wishing Everyone a Safe & Happy Christmas Season

Remember 
Lorraine

Dods Moth
Oct. 23, 1955 - Oct. 18, 2007

PLEASE DO NOT
DRINK & DRIVE

Make 2008 a Happy Year
Rita Dods

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

Salt Spring Island Community Services
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

537-9971
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca

COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

*  Counselling Services: Short-Term counselling for adults, youth 
and families.

*  Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service is 
free and confi dential.

*  Family Place: Rugg Huggers parent and baby (0-16 months)
NEW* Child Minding for Toddlers TOO. drop-in, Fridays 10am - 
1pm. Information on Drop-ins, special programs and counselling 
support 537-9176 or familyplace@sscis.ca

* Dad ‘n’ Me: Saturdays 8:30am-11:00am.
* Parent Child: Drop-in Wednesday 10am-1pm.
*  Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
*  The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, Contact jalexander@ssics.ca
*  Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm, 349 

Rainbow Rd., 537-1200.
*  Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover at 537-4607.
*  Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4pm to midnight 

through Emergency Room at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 538-4840
*  24 HR. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is

connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

Dr. Crichton’s offi ce 
is moving!

The clinic is moving to 
111 Corbett Road

(close to the hospital)

We will therefore be closed 
on Friday, December 28

in order to get everything in place

We will re-open 
in our new offi ce on

MONDAY 
DECEMBER 31, 2007

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS 

Christmas comes home to EC unit
Volunteers bring festivities 

to Lady Minto residents

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Christmas season is a time 
to be home with family; but what if 
your home is a hospital ward? For the 
patients at Lady Minto’s Extended Care 
Unit, that’s precisely the case. 

Seniors who can no longer live with-
out medical care or assistance are 
resident patients of the unit, making 
holiday celebrations more difficult 
to accomplish. Fortunately, a caring 
group of people has made Christmas 
in the unit a reason to celebrate.

Hospital staff and volunteers from 
the Lady Minto Auxiliary are very aware 
of the importance of making the ward 
welcoming. 

The auxiliary, which is funded entire-
ly through the proceeds of Lady Minto 
Thrift Store, brings in volunteers every 
day of the year to visit and serve tea, 
both in the morning and afternoon. 

Musical entertainment such as 
piano playing happens on a weekly 
basis, and every resident’s birthday is 
remembered with a card and a gift.

Margaret Mackenzie, a long-time 
auxiliary volunteer and the group’s 
coordinator, explains: “The Extended 
Care Unit is more like a residence than 
a hospital, so we try to make it as much 

like home as possible.”
 As Mackenzie points out, nothing 

makes you feel more at home than 
a home-cooked meal. The auxiliary 
therefore works with the Extended 
Care activities planners to prepare sev-
eral meals a year in the unit kitchen: 
a summer barbecue, special break-
fasts and, of course, Christmas dinner. 
This year’s celebration takes place on 
December 21.

“The event starts with a glass of 
sherry or a glass of wine and an hors 
d’oeuvre, to get everyone in the spirit,” 
said Mackenzie. “It’s very festive, and 
Valdy brings it all together, of course.” 
The folk legend leads a sing-along per-
formance using the Driftwood carol 
book at 11 a.m., followed by a visit 
from Santa, with dinner served at mid-
day. Each resident gets to invite one or 
two family members, allowing them to 
have the family occasion that would 
otherwise be impossible or at least 
very diffi cult.

The entire meal is planned, shopped 
for and prepared by the auxiliary vol-
unteers. Hospital night staff put the 
turkey in the oven to ensure its midday 
service, while the veggies and sides are 
cooked that day.

Santa’s duties are performed by Ted 
Aves. Now in his 80s, Aves has been in 
care his entire life; it’s both a tradition 
and a treat for him to take his part. As 
for the musical guest, Mackenzie says 

the party has become as important for 
Valdy as it is for the people he sings 
for.

Mackenzie recalls that when she fi rst 
had the idea of getting Valdy in to per-
form, others scoffed that he’d never be 
available. However, when she decided 
to just call him up and ask, “He was 
delighted.

“And of course, he wouldn’t miss it 
now. Kathleen, his wife, comes with 
him. It’s part of his Christmas now.”

Christmas at the Extended Care Unit 
has become a must for Mackenzie as 
well. She first began volunteering to 
give something back to the communi-
ty, but has found the rewards are much 
greater than the demands. Accord-
ingly, she has several holiday messages 
to send.

“I’d like to personally send a spe-
cial thanks to all the volunteers work-
ing in the Extended Care Unit, and a 
Merry Christmas to the whole com-
munity,” Mackenzie said, adding: 
“None of this would be possible with-
out the thrift shop. We thank them 
very much and the community for 
supporting them.”

However, Mackenzie’s Christmas 
wish is for more volunteers to fill 
the auxiliary’s desperate need for 
helpers, especially for the daily tea 
service. 

“They will get back much more than 
they give,” she promises.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Audrey Reynolds plays the piano as Ivy Waltho listens. Reynolds is one of the volunteers who cheers Lady Minto residents.
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California Grown
Premium #1
•Brussel Sprouts
•Yams
•Sweet Potatoes

67¢LB1.48Kg

297
LIMIT 3 
TOTAL

•Pepsi•Coke

C L O S E R  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y
Ganges Village Market NewsGanges Village Market News

What s for Dinner?
Lotto Centre

100% Salt Spring owned for over 22 years

                  •What’s for Dinner?
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET 
CRAN-RASPBERRY BALSAMIC GLAZED HAM  
Short cuts to cooking for one or two © with Sarah Lynn
Ham:  Traditionally, hams can be either dry-cured or wet-cured. The process of curing pork 
was elevated to an art form and as time has passed, family recipes became closely guarded 
secrets handed down from generation to generation, becoming family traditions. Traditional wet 
curing requires immersing the ham in a brine for an extended period, often followed by light 
smoking. Smoked hams grace many a table during the holidays & the family tradition is furthered 
by the way the ham is glazed at home.The vastness of this method & the combinations that can 
be combined are endless. I  hope you enjoy this delightful addition to your recipe collection. 

Shopping list:

GANGES

Come and try this wonderful dish at 
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET 
FOOD DEMONSTRATION

• This Thursday 12 noon - 4 pm
• This Friday 11 am - 6 pm

Preheat oven to 325°. Put pan on the lowest rack in the oven. Combine in a small saucepan over low heat, 1/4 cup balsamic 
cream, 1/4 cup corn syrup 1/4-cup raspberry seedless jam or raspberry syrup, 1/4 cup cranberry sauce, 1/4 cup red 
wine. Keep glaze warm while baking ham. Score ham by cutting across the skin lightly forming a diamond pattern, and stud 
with whole cloves or black pepper. Place ham in foil lined pan. Brush glaze over ham, and baste ham every 10 to 15 minutes 
with glaze. You will glaze the ham 4 times. Bake in total for 1 hour and 4 minutes in the oven. During the last 4 minutes 
of baking, turn on the broiler to caramelize the glaze. Remove from oven, and let stand for 2-3 minutes before serving.  

 1 Ham (Meat Dept.) 

 Balsamic cream  

   (Deli Dept.) 

 Corn syrup

 Raspberry seedless    

    jam or raspberry  

    syrup 

 Cranberry sauce

 Red wine (optional) 

• This Thursday 1:00pm - 5:30pm
• This Friday 11:00am - 5:30pm

548 229
LB
5.05KgLB

12.08Kg

Fresh Lilydale
Turkey Breast 
Roast

Butterball 
Turkeys

138
188

LB
3.04Kg

LB
4.14Kg

Sunrise
Frozen ‘A’ Turkeys

Lilydale
A  Turkeys

288
LB
6.35Kg

J.D. Farms
Turkeys

199Each
Hertels Frozen
Pork Sausage

Be Responsible this Holiday Season

DON’T DRINK 
AND DRIVE!

FRESH

TURKEY FOR DINNERTURKEY FOR DINNER

CHRISTMAS 
HOURS

Dec. 24 8am-6pm
Dec. 25 closed
Dec. 26 closed

Dec. 31 8am-6pm
Jan. 1 closed

Bake for 10 minutes per pound of the ham you use.

FUNDRAISING FOR THAILAND

Local  ‘runs away with the circus’ to bring smiles to refugees
As the annual Christmas Mar-

ket in the Park opens on Saturday, 
December 22, one vendor will be 
fundraising to help children in Thai 
refugee camps.

Terri-Ann Dunning of Stunning 
Dunning Designs will donate 100 
per cent of the proceeds of her 
hand-painted fl oor art sales at the 
weekend market in Centennial 
Park to fund the Laughing for Life 
Circus group’s January 2008 trip to 
entertain children in Thai refugee 

camps and orphanages.
Funds are specifi cally needed to 

buy art kits for each child — they 
cost only $1 each — and a set of 
circus toys ($100) for schools and 
orphanages the group will visit.

“Laughing for Life is a small, silly, 
smiley circus of inspired interna-
tional and Thai performers who 
have come to Thailand to volunteer, 
teach and perform,” explains press 
material from Dunning.The circus 
features professional performers 

using poi, staff, hula hoop, juggling, 
fans, trapeze, break dancing, stilts, 
clowning, drums and art workshops 
for the kids. Dunning will contribute 
fantastic fi re spinning and lead art 
workshops. A team of 10 teachers 
from six countries is participating, 
with all members volunteering their 
time and expertise and covering 
their own expenses.

Despite the uncertain political 
climate in Burma at the moment, 
Laughing for Life members were 

able to acquire access permits.
The group will be working with 

schools and non-governmental 
organizations in the north of Thai-
land in the Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai 
and Mae Sot regions. “This area 
of Thailand has many refugee 
camps in need of fun, creativity, 
play and distraction — as well as 
many orphanages, hill tribes and 
programs for street kids who do not 
have access to such creative events 
or activities,” said Dunning.

People or companies wanting to 
support a specific project can be 
acknowledged in media releases 
and on the group’s web page. 

“For example, $500 could cover 
the cost of the sound system for 
the month, a very specifi c and tan-
gible contribution we would much 
appreciate.”

For more information, call Dun-
ning at 538-0971, e-mail her at 
tadunning@hotmail.com, or drop 
by the market on Saturday.
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For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given:
and the government shall
be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God,
The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.

— Isaiah 9:6

The Anglican Parish of Salt Spring Island
Christmas Services for 2007

Sunday, December 23rd
9:30 am Holy Eucharist at All Saints

11:30 am Holy Eucharist at St. Mark’s
4:00 pm Nine Lessons and Carols at All Saints

Monday, December 24th
4:00 pm Family Eucharist & 

Living Manger Tableaux at All Saints
7:30 pm Holy Eucharist at St. Mary’s

Tuesday, 25th December
10:00 am Holy Eucharist at St. Mark’s

Sunday, December 30th
10:00 am Corporate Eucharist at All Saints

Sunday, January 6
10:30 am Festal Eucharist at 
All Saints & Potluck Lunch

In the event of snow, services will be held at 
All Saints in Ganges. Please call 537-2171 to con  rm

H

Holiday Hours: Dec. 23,24,26 11-6 Closed Dec. 25 •  Gasoline Alley • 538-1881 • www.arigado.com

• Catering Available •
• California Roll, Dynamite Roll

• Veggie & Ebi Rolls • Maki & Nigiri 

• Spicy Tuna & Salmon Rolls 

• Sunomono Salad, Miso Soup

SUSHI
PARTY TRAYS 

10% OFF
WHEN YOU PLACE YOUR ORDER 

ONE DAY IN ADVANCE
TIL DEC. 31ST

Holiday Entertaining?

SUSHI

BOOK REVIEW

Earth explored as ‘sacred home’
Transformation 

revealed in Bob 

Wild’s new book

 Sacred Journey: Gift of 
Earth and Spirit, by Robert 
C. Wild. Trafford Publishing, 
2007. Paper, $19, available at 
local book stores.
BY PAT BARCLAY
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

Bob Wild’s new book is 
a prime example of good 
things that come in small 
packages. Sacred Journey: 
Gift of Earth and Spirit is a 
“slim volume” of 131 pages 
with a stunning cover photo 
of a flower that enhances 
realism, making it a fitting 
complement to the gift of 
spiritual encouragement 
that lies within.

Readers familiar with Wild’s 
earlier book, Sacred Pres-
ence: In Search of the New 
Story, will welcome this help-
ful sequel, but Sacred Jour-
ney stands comfortably on 
its own. Stylistically speaking, 
the author hits his stride with 
this new book. Philosophi-
cal reflection blends easily 
with personal anecdotes and 
prayers, while apt quota-
tions and practical instruc-
tions create an atmosphere 
of hope and possibility for the 
uncertain time of transition 
in which we live today.

The following excerpt 
from Wild’s preface outlines 
both the book’s purpose and 
his own credo:

“Traditional religions pic-
ture Heaven as our blessed 

destiny and Earth as our 
temporary home. But when 
we reflect on the new cos-
mology that is rooted in the 
discoveries of science, and 
bring this cosmology into 
dialogue with our religious 
inheritance, a new and dif-
ferent story of spiritual 
meaning and beauty emerg-
es. We learn that Earth is our 
sacred home. We learn that 
this home is the gift of the 
Sacred Presence in whom 
Earth and all its creatures 
have an unknown destiny 
within the Mystery of the 
unfolding universe. And, for 
the present, we are content 
to discover a Sacred Journey 
given to us so that we may 
become who we are called to 
be, by both Earth and Spirit.”

However, in our time the 
accelerating problem of cli-
mate change brings a new 
urgency to the task of spiri-
tual exploration.

“The roots of this threat-
ening calamity are not 

environmental — they are 
spiritual and moral,” writes 
Wild. Living responsibly 
with Earth and each other 
has often been beyond our 
capabilities for the past 
6,000 years!

With the pressing need 
for a fresh start uppermost 
in Wild’s mind, he brings 
together a multitude of 
resources for intentional 
travellers who seek the lost 
connection between Earth 
and soul. These include sug-
gestions for daily practice, 
what to look for in a “soul 
friend,” questions for dis-
cussion and a selection of 
nature poems.

He also adapts some of 
the great Hebrew psalms to 
his purpose, explaining: “I 
cannot exaggerate the debt I 
owe to them in assisting my 
spiritual journey.”

Wild’s own stories in the 
book are a testament to the 
truth and power of anec-
dotal evidence. By includ-
ing them, he demonstrates 
that the goal of becoming 
a “transformed person” is 
indeed achievable. Howev-
er, nowhere in Sacred Jour-
ney does Bob Wild suggest 
that his own journey is other 
than a continuing work in 
progress.

Sacred Journey is avail-
able in Salt Spring book 
stores, and let us hope that 
Bob’s readers will decide to 
follow his example. Because, 
if we can’t get it right on Salt 
Spring, how much hope is 
there for anywhere else?

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

DECADE OF DEALS: Staff  and customers celebrated the Transitions Thrift Store’s 10th 

anniversary with chocolate cake and homemade cookies on Friday afternoon. 

HO  HO  HO  !!!
A message from Santa:-

Treat yourself to a membership in ISG
For future good governance there will be
On Salt Spring, for everyone on my list

For more information visit us at www.islandgov.org or 
email us at info@islandgov.org  

JOIN ISG TODAY
NAME: ______________________________________________________
ADDRESS:___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
POSTAL CODE: ______________________________________________
PHONE: _____________________________________________________
EMAIL: _____________________________________________________

Membership Fee $20.00. Please make cheques payable to Islanders for 
Self-Government

Mail this form with payment to:

Islanders for Self-Government,
Box 827, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2W3
Or drop off at one of our island business supporters listed above.

 Fill out the attached form, mail it in or drop it off at one of our Island Business Supporters:
Johnson’s Shell Service, 106 Fulford-Ganges Rd. • North End Fitness, 102 McPhillips Ave.

Island Star Video, 156C Fulford-Ganges Rd. • Paint Plus, 346 Lower Ganges Rd.

we’re online at
www.gulfi slands.net
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❆
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raser s
 Thimble FarmYOUR PLANT NURSERY

�

175 Arbutus Road • 537-5788 
OPEN 9 AM - 4:30 PM DAILY

Fraser’s 
THIMBLE
FARMS

 

SOUTHEY POINT

Fraser’s
Thimble
Farms

Choose a beautiful Christmas Tree from our great selection...

www.thimblefarms.com

WE ALSO HAVE GIFT CERTIFICATES

❆
❆

❆

LIVE TREES
Norway, Engleman,
White, Blue and
Alberta Spruce, 
Dwarf & Black
Pines

CUT TREES
  Douglas Fir,
     Grand Fir, 
        Noble Fir,
          Alpine Fir

Choose your last minute gifts from our incredible selection of trees, 
shrubs, rare plants, perennials and gorgeous garden statuary, pots 
and many unique items.

❆

❆❆

❆

88 keys...100 hills...infi nite poss ibi lity

Be Mused School of Piano
MELISSA GRACE FISHER 537.5131

Gift Certi  cates
Available

Preschool Piano Class 
(forming now)

CHRISTMAS SERVICE

All Saints uses procession 
in Christmas Eve service
One of several 

Christian events 

on island
If you are hoping to go to 

Bethlehem this Christmas, 
then the family service at All 
Saints church on Christmas 
Eve will take you there.

In a departure from the 
usual midnight mass, the 
service will take a form more 
reminiscent of the ancient 
medieval church, in which 
at great festivals the people 
themselves carried images 
in grand procession.

“All Saints has for many 
years enjoyed a unique set 
of nativity figures, beauti-
fully crafted by Caroline 
Hamilton and given to the 
parish by her,” notes an All 
Saints press release. “The 
fi gure of Mary holding aloft 
the baby Jesus wonderful-
ly illustrates the joy of that 
eternal moment, while all 
the familiar figures of the 
nativity glow in the worship 
of their tiny King. These are 
the images to be used in 

the celebratory procession 
for the road to Bethlehem 
along which we shall travel 
on Christmas Eve.”

Within the framework 
of a simple yet deeply rev-
erent eucharistic liturgy, 
based on one devised by the 
Iona Christian community 
in Scotland, the Christmas 
story will unfold as a colour-
ful, tactile and visceral expe-
rience. Carols and candle-
light will all be part of the 
mystery.

Although the ser vice 
begins at 4 p.m., everyone 
is encouraged to come early 
to enjoy the ambience, the 
music and the anticipation 
which are so much a part of 
the festivities of the season.

For a more traditional ser-
vice, the Anglican Parish is 
offering the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols at 4 p.m. 
on December 23 in All Saints, 
a service on Christmas Eve at 
St. Mary’s using the Book of 
Alternative Services, and on 
Christmas morning a service 
in St. Mark’s at 10 a.m. using 
the Book of Common Praise.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

CRAFT CREATION: Gaye McIvor is spotted knitting a 

hat at the Fulford Hall Christmas Craft Fair.

Christmas 

Pudding

Christmas puddings have 
a bad rap. 

But believe it or not, they 
are one of the easiest holi-
day desserts to make: just 
mix everything in one bowl, 
pour the batter into a pud-
ding mold and then steam 
the pudding for one and a 
half hours. 

Bob’s yer uncle – that’s it!

1 c. mixed dried fruit 
(apricots, cranberries, etc.)
1 c. sultana raisins
1/2 c. currants
1/2 c. chopped candied   

ginger
1/2 c. mixed peel
1/3 c. chopped nuts
185 g. butter
3/4 c. brown sugar
3 eggs
1 c. bread crumbs
3/4 c. fl our
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp. cloves
1/3 c. brandy

Mix fruit and nuts togeth-
er. In a separate bowl, beat 
butter and sugar. 

Add eggs. Stir into fruit 
and nut mixture, then add 
bread crumbs and dry ingre-
dients. Add brandy. 

You could also add 1/4 c. 
molasses for fl avour. 

Pour into greased pudding 
mold, cover with lid and 
steam for about one and a 
half hours. 

(Place the steamer in a 
heavy pot, add boiling water 
half way up the sides of 
steamer.)

LET’S EAT

Linda
Koroscil

Enjoy
ease of
‘bad rap’
pudding



Sports&
Recreation

SHEENA BULL
Personal Trainer

LIVING STRONG
CALL 

537-8975
sheena.b@telus.net

PATTERSON MARKET LTD.
our family serving your family since 1915

SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 - MARCH 31, 2008

DEPART FULFORD HARBOUR     DEPART SWARTZ BAY

PATTERSON MARKET LTD.
our family serving your family since 1915

“SHEEP” ISLAND FUEL - we’re still the “sheepist!”
i ISLAND MADE j

• Cheese from SS Cheese & Moonstruck Cheese 
• Homemade SS Gelato   • Baked goods from Embe & Barb’s Buns 

• Southend locally made Fruitsicles
Winter hrs: Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 6  pm / Sat. 9 am - 6 pm

Closed Sundays & statutory holidays

 6:15 am  7:00 am

 7:50 am  9:00 am      

 9:50 am 11:00 am      

 11:50 am 1:00 pm      

 1:50 pm 3:00 pm      

 3:50 pm 5:00 pm      

 5:50 pm 7:00 pm      

 7:50 pm 9:00 pm     

Daily except Sunday

Daily except Sunday

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS 
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES

Salt Spring Island (Fulford Harbour) –
Swartz Bay Departures

Fall Hours

Sports ScheduleSports Schedule

islandspor tstraders.ca

135 McPhillips Ave. 
Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6 pm  537-5148

HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL
ALUMNI MATCHES

Watch today’s senior GISS players 
vs. those from “yesteryear”

Saturday, Dec. 22
5 p.m. for the girls  /  7 p.m. for the boys

GISS GYMNASIUM

BOXING DAY BLOWOUT
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

30%  off
CLOTHING & 
FOOTWEAR
men’s, women’s & kids’

CHRISTMAS HOURS:  /  Sunday, Dec. 23rd 11am - 4 pm 
Xmas Eve, Dec. 24th 10 am - 5 pm
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ADMIRAL’S SPECIALTY FOODS & 
SUSHI BAR

537-5088  •  146 Fulford-Ganges Road

  ORGANIC 
TURKEYS, FRESH 
GEESE & DUCK

Please order early • Organic Meat
Great selection 

of Gourmet Gift ideas

GRACE POINT SQUARE       537-9500

frankly scarlet
jewellery

A Perfect Christmas Gift!A Perfect Christmas Gift!

Diamond StudsDiamond Studs
(non-conflict diamonds)(non-conflict diamonds)

Open 7 days until Christmas

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SOCCER SUNDAY: Salt Spring U15 girls soccer player Christine Villadsen, left, fi ghts for 

the ball against a Gorge player. The local squad lost the match — played Sunday in a wicked 

wind that toppled one of the nets — by a score of 4-1.

SENIOR GIRLS BASKETBALL

Short-staff ed Scorpions 
still chalking up the wins
Eight of nine games 

played with seven 

girls on roster

Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) senior girls 
basketball team continued 
its winning ways last week, 
taking a win over Brentwood 
at home and then nailing 
three of four games at the 
Victoria Christmas Tourna-
ment.

Competing with only 
seven players, the girls took 
down Brentwood last Tues-
day in a close, fast-paced 
match in front of a support-
ive home team crowd. Final 
score was 52-46.

Kayla Gromme led the 
way with 21 points, with 
Monique Comeau adding 11 
and Amanda Hoy eight.

“It was a slow start for 
GISS with Brentwood jump-
ing out to a 19-6 lead,” said 
coach Tony Mason. 

But by half time, GISS had 
taken the lead 26-23, hold-
ing Brentwood to just four 
points in the second quar-
ter. 

In the fourth quarter, tied 
at 46 with four minutes to 
go, Danica Lundy “hit a shot 
to key the comeback,” fol-
lowed by a successful Mer-
edith Raddysh steal. GISS 
scored the last four points to 
seal the victory.

“I was happy with the 
girls’ effort,” Mason said. 

“It wasn’t our best game 
offensively or defensively, 
but we still managed to get 
the win. Considering we 
have played eight of nine 
games this year with only 
seven  players, I’m very 
pleased with how the team 
is performing.”

Last Friday and Saturday, 
the team took fifth place 
overall in the Victoria Christ-
mas Tournament, compet-
ing against 12 teams in the 
gold division.

The team kick-started 
the tourney by beating AAA 
Belmont 72-46. Gromme 
scored 25 points, Hoy, 17, 
and Comeau, 3.  

In their second match, 
the girls played a “young 
but good” AAA Heritage 
Park team from Vancou-
ver. 

“Despite playing good 
defence most of the game 
we lost 63-44,” Mason said. 
“We could not buy a basket, 
despite getting good oppor-
tunities.”

Due to injuries, he added, 
the team ran a young line-
up for the third game against 
Sentinal from West Vancou-
ver, bringing up junior play-
ers Erica Rimmer and Adri-
ane Harkema, who played 
“substantial minutes” and 
contributed to the 48-45 
win.

“Our final  game was 
a g a i n s t  R i c k  H a n s e n 
[school] from Abbotsford,” 
Mason said, adding the 
match would be a test for 
the team.

“Despite being a bit bat-
tered and bruised, we never 
trailed in the game and at 
one point led by 22. Good 
shooting got Hansen back in 
the game, but we prevailed 
49-40 for a fi fth place overall 
fi nish.”

The team was scheduled 
to play at Cedar Secondary 
School in Nanaimo as the 
Driftwood went to press 
Tuesday.

GISS BASKETBALL

Senior 
boys hold
their own
at tourney
Third place fi nish 

“not great, but not 

bad”

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
S T A F F  W R I T E R

The Gulf Islands Second-
ary School senior boys bas-
ketball team fi nished a week-
end tournament in Campbell 
River with mixed results but 
plenty of optimism.

The Scorpions opened the 
tournament with a convinc-
ing 78-50 victory over Tim-
berlands, a triple-A team from 
northern Vancouver Island.

“We all played hard,” said 
player Bob Byron. “It was 
a good way to start off the 
tournament.”  

Despite the great start 
and a seven-point lead after 
the first half, the Scorpi-
ons failed to beat the heav-
ily favoured host team from 
Carihi High, dropping the 
match 62-46.

“Since they’re one of the 
best teams on the island 
this year, we knew we had to 
play hard,” Byron said. “We 
lost, but still took a lot out of 
that game. It kind of shows 
what we can do.”

In the Scorpions’ third and 
final game, a consolation 
round match to determine 
the tournament’s third and 
fourth-place teams, the senior 
boys barely edged out Sooke’s 
Edward Milne Community 
School by a score of 51-50.

“We lacked intensity in 
that game,” Byron said. “We 
were lucky to pull it out with 
a one-point win.”  

GISS player Martin Lan-
nan was awarded a first-
team all-star award after he 
finished the tournament 
with nearly 60 points. 

Byron made the second-
team all-star with a total of 
30 points.

Salt Spring basketball fans 
are reminded of Saturday’s 
alumni celebration at GISS. 
The December 22 evening 
features basketball players  
from today and yesteryear 
facing off against each other 
at the high school gymna-
sium. 

The girls game begins at 5 
p.m. and boys is at 7 p.m.

Claudia’s onthe phone!
Driftwood
Subscribers!

328 Lower Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2V3

537-9933

Claudia will be calling to
renew your newspaper
subscription.
(Check your renewal date shown
on the subscription label.)

We don’t want you to
miss an issue!

p e!
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474-2211
www.saunders.subarudealer.ca

DL#5032

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-898-9911  • 1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

FORESTER TRIBECALEGACYIMPREZAOUTBACK

Subarus have always been the perfect vehicles for driving in Canada. Our new Subaru Canada Price Commitment makes them the perfect 

vehicles to be bought here too. It ensures that there’s never been a better time for you to buy a new Subaru in Canada. Not only are we offering you our best

rates ever right now, we’re guaranteeing that if any national program offers you a better price between now and March 1st, 2008, we’ll refund you the difference.

So you can take advantage of incredible savings with incredible confi dence. Consider it a bold statement by Subaru in a polite Canadian way.

IT PAYS TO BUY YOUR NEXT 
SUBARU IN CANADA.

†Subaru Canada Price Commitment is in effect until March 1, 2008 and is based on national programs and does not include any regional deals, or autoshow promotional offers. If this national program from Subaru Canada gets any better on any 2008 Subaru in Canada between Dec. 4, 2007 and March 1st 2008, we will reimburse you for the difference. *$8,000 cash credit offer is for cash customers only and is available on 2008 
Legacy 2.5GT Sedan 8A1GT/8A2GTV and Wagon 8B1GT/8B2GT, 2008 Outback 2.5XT/3.0R models and 2008 Tribeca 8S2CC. **$10,500 cash credit offer is for cash customers only and is available on 2007 Tribeca 7S2-CG/7S2-CB. Additional cash credit offers are available on select new and unregistered eligible models; see your dealer for details. 0.5% nominal lease rate offer available on all 2008 Legacy/Outback/Tribeca models, 
see dealer for other lease offers. *** Lease example based on a 2008 Outback 2.5i (8D1BP): 24 month term, monthly payment is $353.45 with $4,995 down payment or equivalent trade-in, $0 security deposit and applicable taxes due at lease inception. Nominal lease rate of 0.5% applies. Total obligation is $13,477.80. Based on a lease customer forgoing a cash credit of $2,000, the lease APR in this “representative lease example” 
is 5.34% APR. Freight, PDI, license, insurance, registration, taxes and PPSA are extra. Cash credit and the nominal rate offers cannot be combined. ††Subaru Canada, Inc. will provide a discount equivalent to a 1% reduction in GST on the negotiated price on cash/fi nance purchases. Leasing customers will receive a discount equivalent to a 1% reduction in GST for any payments including prorated amounts, paid by the customer 
between Dec. 4th and Dec. 31st 2007 (excluding Impreza). ****Lease and fi nance customers will receive a cash credit of $2,000 on 2008 Outback models, and $1,500 on all 2008 Legacy and Tribeca models. Leasing and Financing programs available through GMAC. Dealers may sell or lease for less. Offers applicable on approved credit at participating Dealers only. See your local Subaru Dealer for complete program details.

For details or to find a dealer nearest you, visit subaru.ca

S U B A R U  C A N A D A  P R I C E  C O M M I T M E N T †

LEASE RATES FROM 0.5% FOR 24 MONTHS***
PLUS UP TO $2,000 CASH****

PLUS 5% GST††

Ask about Special Purchase Finance Offers

CASH CREDITS ON SELECTED 2008 MODELS: 

UP TO 
$8,000*

OR
CASH CREDITS ON SELECTED 2007 MODELS: 

UP TO 
$10,500**

OPEN SUNDAY, DEC. 23 • 11 am-4 pm 
FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE

#1104-115 Fulford-Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island  •  537-8999

For Stylin’ Island Kids!For Stylin’ Island Kids!

30%30%FFFF
OSH KOSHOSH KOSH

Regular Priced Merchandise onlyRegular Priced Merchandise only

DECEMBER 20-24DECEMBER 20-24
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Sponsored by 
canine pals:

 
Lily, 

Oscar, 
and 
Cleo

SALT SPRING
Sheet Metal Ltd.

A WHOLE NEW 
GENERATION OF 

• heating
• air conditioning

• heat pumps
We are the local dealer for

Henry Van Unen  
538-0100

165 Eagle Ridge Drive

The BCSPCA will be CLOSED 
from Wednesday, December 19th 

until Monday, January 6th. 
The shelter will be running on an 

EMERGENCY BASIS only. 
Call 537-2123 

for more information

±

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

NEW ARRIVAL: Christ-

mas arrived early for the Salt 

Spring Therapeutic Riding 

Association and instructor 

Geri Alton, left, thanks to Salt 

Spring Island Foundation 

donors. Liam, an eight-year-

old, 15.2-hand, Belgian/

Quarterhorse cross arrived 

from Alberta on November 

30. He is fi lling a gap left 

when Zeb turned 29 and 

was retired. Liam brings with 

him experience in dressage 

as well as vaulting. His gentle 

temperament makes him 

ideal for the group’s riders. 

Anyone wishing to sponsor 

Liam or any of the horses 

or riders should contact Liz 

Anderson at 653-4979.

K

RECREATION CENTRE

UV fi lter system approved
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Island 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission (PARC) has lent its 
wholehearted support to the 
installation of a UV fi ltration 
system at the new Rainbow 
Road recreation centre.

“Based on the level of sup-
port from the public and 
the Vancouver Island Health 
Authority, this commission 
will as soon as possible and 
upon receipt of sufficient 
funds proceed with the 
installation of a UV system,” 
said PARC board member 
Peter Lake.

Lake proposed the motion 
following a formal delega-
tion by the Ssplash indoor 

pool society’s Wendy Rosier 
at PARC’s monthly meeting 
on December 10.

While Rosier could not 
provide specifi c information 
as to how much money her 
group has raised for the sys-
tem, she reassured commis-

sioners that equipment and 
installation costs are within 
sight.

Rosier estimated total 
costs would be at least 
$50,000. A UV system will 
allow the pool to operate 
with a significantly lower 
amount of chlorine than a 
traditional system. 

T h e  s y s t e m  w i l l  b e 
installed at an unspecified 
time after the pool opens to 
the public in February.

“We really can’t do it until 
everything is running accord-
ing to Hoyle,” Lake said.

Commissioner Lake said 
he did not anticipate instal-
lation will result in any 
change to the pool’s operat-
ing schedule.

YOUTH SOCCER

Salt Spring U13s and U14s
battle to rule the soccer pitch
Blustery winter 

weather is back

Salt Spring’s U13 Gelato 
girls suffered a 2-0 loss at 
Portlock Park on Saturday 
against Cowichan Valley, but 
“oh what a glorious loss!”

Shorn of six regular play-
ers, the girls — many playing 
in new positions and forced 
to stay on the fi eld the whole 
game with no breathers — 
dug deep, matching their 
opponents. 

It was only in the last 15 
minutes, as legs got tired, 

that the resolute Salt Spring 
defence was breached with 
two late goals.

The Gelato had some 
early chances to take the 
lead with Brenna McIntyre 
and Hailey Brown putting 
some great passing moves 
together.  

Jade Beauvais was a real 
force, flying down the left 
wing, and at half time Salt 
Spring players deserved to 
have their noses in front.

The tide turned in the 
second half, but Salt Spring 
never gave up and played 
with great courage to the 
end. 

• Salt Spring’s U14 Spar-
tans were without fi ve reg-
ulars Saturday against the 
Bays United Warriors, regis-
tering just their second loss 
of the season.

At the final whistle, the 
Spartans were short by one 
goal, falling 2-1 to a stronger 
team on a blustery day in 
Victoria.  

First-half play started 
“scrambly” on a rough 
downtown field. The Spar-
tans struck early on an unas-
sisted goal by Lukas Wenzel, 
who capitalized on a sloppy 
defensive play, stole the 
ball and lobbed it over the 
goalie. 

Through the fi rst 35 min-
utes of play, possession 
finished fairly even, with 
momentum slowly shifting 
toward the hometown War-
riors.   

Bays United notched a 
goal on a nice shot midway 
through the second, just 
beyond the outstretched 
arms of keeper Byron Mus-
sell. 

The winning goal came 
shortly after, as the Spartans 
were called for a penalty 
within the box, succumb-
ing to the dreaded 12-metre 
penalty kick. 

With no substitutes and 
lacking strikers, Salt Spring 
could not muster a late 
comeback, despite main-
taining the memory of hav-
ing beat this team 5-0 on 
home turf.  

SOCCERKICKS

“We really can’t do it 

until everything is 

running according 

to Hoyle.”

PETER LAKE
PARC commissioner
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Art Jewellery

Blown Glass

Leather Purses

New Collection of
 Gold and Diamonds

Watches by:

DKNY, Fossil, Guess,
Milleris, and TimexF
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Open 7 days a week until Christmas!

Bring a Food Bank donation Bring a Food Bank donation 
     to Pharmasave and                       to Pharmasave and                  

DOWNTOWN 537-5534 DOWNTOWN 537-5534 

104 Lower Ganges Rd.104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 

372 Lower Ganges Rd.372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

L i v e  w e l l  w i t hh
Dec. 24

Draw date Dec. 24

DOWNTOWN 537-5534 

104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 

372 Lower Ganges Rd.

Bring a food bank donation 
to Pharmasave 

and enter to win a bear!

enter to enter to 
win a bear!win a bear!

Two Full Months Membership, Two Full Months Membership, 
Personalized Workout Program Personalized Workout Program 

and a Whole Bunch of Extra Treats, and a Whole Bunch of Extra Treats, 
all Beautifully Gift Boxed!all Beautifully Gift Boxed!

$79.95 537-5217$79.95 537-5217

North End FitnessNorth End Fitness
Xmas Fit KitXmas Fit Kit

w w w . m a n d a l a h o m e s . c o m

“Have a safe and Merry 
Christmas.”      ~ Geoff

MEN’S SOCCER

FC Alumni capture island bragging rights
Goodwin extends 

shutout streak

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring soccer fans 
were forced to declare their 
loyalties Sunday morning 
as FC Alumni faced the Old 
Boys in the second and last 
all-island match of the 2007-
08 season.

“It turned out the fans 
were heckling everyone,” 
said Dave McColl, a player 
with FC Alumni. “This is Salt 
Spring, after all.”

FC Alumni kept players’ 
hopes for an undefeated 
season and the Masters 
C-division title alive and 
well by defeating the Old 
Boys 4-0 under stormy skies 
at the high school soccer 
fi eld.

FC Alumni wasted little 
time getting on the board 
as Martin Kitzenegger and 
Colin Walde connected to 

PHOTO BY LINDA MATTESON-REYNOLDS

BRIGHT BOATS: Salt Spring Sailing Club members went all out decorating their boats for a Friday night “light-up” event 

at the Douglas Road facility. 

give the team a two-goal 
lead by the half.

The game featured FC 
Alumni recruit Ivica Budim-
cic, a former player with the 
Croatian national team. 

While Budimcic didn’t 
score any goals, McColl said 
he played a very strong and 
smart game.

“Playing alongside a guy 
whose English is limited to 
hello was pretty interesting,” 
McColl added. 

Mike Brown and Ken Marr 
each added a goal in the 
second half to extinguish 
any chance of an Old Boys 
comeback.

Duff Goodwin earned his 

second shutout in as many 
games despite several strong 
opportunities for the Old 
Boys’ offence.

“When they managed to 
get the ball out of their own 
end they did get a couple of 
chances,” McColl said. 

The victory improved FC 
Alumni’s record to 10-0-3, 
while the Old Boys dropped 
to 4-5-4. 

FC Alumni remains five 
points ahead of second-
place Sooke United FC with 
three regular-season games 
remaining. 

Play for both Alumni FC 
and the Old Boys resumes 
on January 20.

PHOTO BY DERRICK

Old Boys player Antonio 

Alonso, right, battles it out 

with Colin Clark, an FC 

Alumni player, during an 

all-island Masters C-division 

match on Sunday.

“Playing alongside a 

guy whose English is 

limited to ‘hello’ was 

pretty interesting.”

DAVE MCCOLL
Salt Spring Alumni FC



FINISHING...

BUILDING SUPPLIES Windsor PlywoodAnd

166 Rainbow Road, Ph: 537-5564  /  Fax: 537-1207

Holiday Hours: Mon. Dec. 24 CLOSED - Tues. Dec. 25 CLOSED - Wed. Dec. 26 CLOSED - 
                         Mon. Dec. 31 8am-4pm - Tues. Jan. 1 CLOSED

y 
[
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Please...Don’t Please...Don’t 
Drink and DriveDrink and Drive

Santa’s Workshop 
Special!

Manilla Maple
Laminate Flooring  7MM

$115
sf

1x6 Fir Flooring (UNFINISHED) 
Rustic tight knot/instock
Drop by and see our samples 

$253sf

1x4 VG Flooring 
(UNFINISHED) 
Beautiful edge grain 
R/L talley 

$387sf

From Santa’s 
Workshop 
to your home!

PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL DECEMBER 22, 2007 OR WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

Boy Scout Boy Scout 
Christmas Tree SalesChristmas Tree Sales

TREES FROM TREES FROM 

$$1010

20% off all PowerSonic™ Router Bits20% off all PowerSonic™ Router Bits
IN-STOCK ONLY IN-STOCK ONLY 

JEFF

ERIC

DARRELL

All HammersAll Hammers
GREAT SELECTION OF SIZES!GREAT SELECTION OF SIZES!

15% 15% OFFOFF

All All 
HandsawsHandsaws

15%15% OFFOFF

All Carpenter BeltsAll Carpenter Belts

15%15%                      OFFOFF

3 Panel Hemlock 

SHAKER DOORS
up to 2’8”     

$159.
2’ 10” and 3’

$169.

80 Piece 

SCREWDRIVER SET
model#6722 DW, 
4.8 volt 
STOCK ONLY  

$48.

Pine Ideas
Wood Shelving
Utility Shelving Unitg Unit 
15”deep x 30” wide x 60” high
$2788

ea
Bulk shelving
12x96 prefi nished white
$888

ea 

16x96 pre-fi nished white
$1088

ea

All All 
Wood Wood 
ChiselsChisels

15%15% OFFOFF

All LevelsAll Levels

15%15% OFFOFF

Christmas tree sales on Christmas tree sales on 
during reg.  Windsor hours, during reg.  Windsor hours, 
also 11am-3pm Sundayalso 11am-3pm Sunday

84 pc. 84 pc. 
ACCESSORY ACCESSORY 
KIT KIT 
$$64648888

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION
MASTER MASTER 

CALCULATOR CALCULATOR 
$$97978888

All Silky Tools All Silky Tools 15%15% OFFOFF

model 4065
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Wishing you all

 PE❆CE
for the holiday

from

GULF ISLAND PICTURE FRAMING
3203 Grace Point Square 537-1299

CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS THROUGH JANUARY

SEE US IN FEBRUARY FOR GREAT NEW IDEAS • LARGEST SALE EVER MARCH 15, 2008

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-5882

Quality
Doesn’t Cost...

It Pays!
Fine cookware 
& accessories 
available at:

ART SHOWS

Rainforest group mounts world-class exhibit and auction 
Show raises land 

purchase profi le 

BY DAWN HAGE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Islanders have an exciting 
opportunity to view world-
class photographs and art-
work and also contribute 
to an urgent fundraising 
campaign to help save Salt 
Spring Island’s threatened 
rainforest. 

The Art for the Rainforest 
Exhibit and Silent Auction 
takes place in the ArtSpring 
gallery from December 
15-21. All artwork displayed 
is for sale and each artist has 
offered to donate from 45 to 
100 per cent of the purchase 
price to the cause. 

“Islanders are rallying 
again to meet a tight fund-
raising goal to save Creek-
side rainforest, the last avail-
able parcel (19.46 acres) of 
rare temperate rainforest in 
a riparian (waterside) area 
on Salt Spring Island,” states 
press material from the Salt 
Spring Rainforest Appeal. 

“This precious area is also 
home to one of the rarest of 
eco-systems on Earth. The 
goal is to raise a million dol-
lars by the end of the year, 
with the campaign about a 
fi fth of the way there.”

The display features art-
work and photography by 
some of the island’s most 
esteemed artists, a display 
of artwork by the Grade 
4-5 class of Stella Weinert 
and Marie Mullen at Salt 
Spring Elementary School 
and a silent auction. Art-
work ranges in price from 
$45 to $2,500 and many of 
the pieces can be purchased 
with or without the frame.

The gallery feels imme-
diately open and welcom-
ing with ample room to view 
the carefully placed works. 
The perimeter walls primar-
ily display the professional 
artists’ work and the centre 
dividers provide a perfect 
backdrop for the children’s 
art. 

A long table includes 
descriptions of the silent 
auction items and sheets to 
sign your name and hoped-
for contribution.

Starting with Shari Mac-
donald’s trio of trees shot 

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Adler Rabson with his River of Peace artwork at the Art for the Rainforest Exhibit and Silent Auction currently running at 

ArtSpring.

through mist and unusual 
patterns of light and angles, 

all the way to a limited edi-
tion Robert Bateman print 
called Sarah E. with Gulls, 
the tour is breathtaking. 

I loved the Old Maple 
collage by Theresa Mackey, 
where she juxtaposed four 
photos to create one unique 
and full-of-character tree. 
The unusual gold-toned 
Sand Willows, Aspens and 
Ford Cove by Susan Huber 
also caught my eye. 

Three Sunflowers by 
Janet Dwyer literally pushes 
out of the frame — it is so 
realistic and textured that 
I couldn’t believe it was a 
photograph. 

One of the larger works 
displayed is Forest Reju-
venation by Steven Fried-
man. Viewers see a forest 
of burned trunks and sticks 
nestled in undergrowth that 
includes both dead growth 
and the beginnings of new, 

green shoots along the for-
est fl oor. 

Friedman displays his 
versatility with Mossy Tree 
Trunks, capturing multiple 
shades of green and a black, 
and white Chesterman’s 
Beach that articulates the 
sand patterns on the famous 
Tofi no beach. 

David Borrowman’s pho-
tographs are always a treat 
and he doesn’t disappoint 
with Burgoyne Bay Giant, a 
striking collage of rusts and 
greens on a peeling arbutus 
nestled in the forest. 

Birgit Bateman’s Late Eve-
ning Sky provides a familiar 
view of Fulford Inn from 
out in the harbour and she 
manages to capture that 
brief moment of refl ection 
of light off the water just 
before the sun sets com-
pletely.

I loved Andrea Collins’ 

Creekside Canopy 1 and 2, 
giclee prints on canvas that 
are absolutely gorgeous. 

Orange is the dominant 
colour in a beautifully dis-
played collection of larger 
photographs by Osman 
Phillips and Shari Macdon-
ald, taken from fl ower and 
tree trunk subjects that are 
viewed so closely that they 
transform into whatever 

your imagination chooses 
to see. 

There are many more 
wonderful pieces on display 
and I highly recommend 
that islanders fi nd the time 
to come and see the exhibit 
for themselves.

Articles from the silent 
auction include an organic 
lamb feast, Bookart Poetry 
Chapbooks, a Phyllis Webb 
broadsheet, a cord of fire-
wood, hair styling, massage, 
green business cards, a heli-
copter ride, a Robert Bate-
man art book, hand-carved 
wooden candles and many 
more items too numerous 
to list. 

After visiting the Emily 
Carr exhibit at the Van-
couver Art Gallery, the Salt 
Spring Elementary students 
travelled to Mouat Park 
where they picked a view to 
sketch, keeping Carr’s use of 
brushstrokes and colour in 
mind as they worked. 

The resulting paintings 
are beautifully framed and 
displayed and add a lovely 
touch of colour and a youth-
ful interpretation of nature 
to the show. 

The Art for the Rainforest 
Exhibit and Silent Auction 
can be viewed daily from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

More information about 
the rainforest and other 
fundraising initiatives is 
available at the show. The 
Save Salt Spring Rainforest 
Appeal is supported by The 
Land Conservancy of B.C., 
Salt Spring Island Con-
servancy, Island Stream 
a n d  Sa l m o n  E n h a n c e -
ment Society, Friends of 
Salt Spring Parks and Salt 
Sp r i n g  Wa t e r  Co u n c i l . 
Visit the website at www.
savesaltspringrainforest.
com. 

“Islanders are rallying 

again to meet a tight 

fundraising goal to 

save Creekside rain-

forest, the last avail-

able parcel  . . . of rare 

temperate rainforest 

in a riparian  . . . area 

on Salt Spring Island.” 

What’s on is online at
www.gulfi slands.net

WHAT’S ON?
SEE PAGE B6
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THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

All of us at REMAX Salt Spring and REMAX 
Mayne - Pender wish a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

to our many friends and clients. May all your dreams come true!!

We have had a great year in 2007 and look forward 
to another in 2008. We thank all those who choose REMAX.

......................................................

With over 7000 offi ces and approximately 117,000 associates worldwide, 
REMAX has a history of 34 years of outstanding professional real estate services.

Let REMAX work for you.

TOLL FREE: 1-800-731-7131
537-9977
www.remax-saltspring.bc.ca

TOLL FREE: 1-877-539-5227
(250)539-3571 
www.remax-mayne-pender.ca
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No cover charges!

What’s On 
      Holidays!for the 

Sing-a-longSing-a-long

WWW.ARTSPRING.CA. 
TICKET CENTRE 537-2102

COMMUNITY

Sing-a-longSing-a-long

Join Tuned Air, Indigo, Jamie RT 
and a host of other community musicians 

for an evening of 
seasonal music and sing-along carols.

FRIDAY, DEC. 21  7:00 PM 
Admission is free, but please bring a non-perishable 

food item for the Food Bank.

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

Appy’s! $5

AAttention New Salt Springers!
Don't miss your opportunity 
for a great welcome visit.

Call Andrea today for
your greeting, gifts and 
useful info. 537-5261

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

LIVE NATIVITY: 

From left, Clair, Jo 

and Molly O’Donnell  

guide Misty around 

Centennial Park, 

promoting the 

second annual 

Community Christ-

mas Celebration 

this Sunday at the 

Community Gospel 

Chapel, beginning 

at 6:30 p.m. One 

of the highlights 

includes the acting 

debut of Misty, a 

horse who takes the 

role of a donkey in 

the live nativity.

COMMUNITY MUSIC

Fiddleworks AGM needs billet homes in January
Part of busy year 

for group

Islanders are being asked 
to consider hosting a fi ddler 
or two for a special mid-Janu-
ary Fiddleworks Community 
Development Society event. 

The group is holding its 
annual general meeting, 
along with a potluck and 
dance on Saturday, January 
12, at Fulford Hall. Anyone 
is welcome to attend. 

“Bring some food to share 

and put on your dancing 
shoes,” said Jaime RT of Fid-
dleworks, with Anne Glover 
calling the dances and a fab-
ulous fiddle band playing 
live music.

Because several fiddlers 
will be attending from out of 
town, islanders are needed 
to billet the players for that 
evening. 

Anyone who can provide 
accommodation is asked 
to contact Emilyn Stam at 
538-7267 or emilyn.stam@
hotmail.com.

According to its website, 
Fiddleworks Community 
Development Society is “a 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to bringing peo-
ple together to share in the 
joy of music, develop life 
and leadership skills and 
build community.”

Besides teaching music 
locally, Fiddleworks’ main 
activities have in the past 
been an annual week-long 
fi ddle camp in August and a 
program supporting music 
education for aboriginal 

children in Canada’s far 
north, initiated by Fiddle-
works founder Jaime Roke-
by-Thomas. Barn dances 
are also held on Salt Spring 
throughout the year.

This fall Fiddleworks ini-
tiated monthly community 
jams on the second Friday 
of each month at the United 
Church, and the Community 
Fiddle Orchestra led by Stam. 

Fiddleworks welcomes 
new society members, and 
donations of instruments or 
dollars. 

MUSIC REVIEW

Perfect Christmas memories made
Invention, musicianship and 

Hammond B3 organ 

BY ANDREA RABINOVITCH
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

With chestnuts roasting, bells a-jin-
gling, and CBC recording, We B3 Kings 
filled the almost full ArtSpring the-
atre on Sunday afternoon with enough 
Christmas cheer to last till Old St. Nick 
squeezes his girth down our chimneys 
in a few days’ time.

Cory Weeds on saxophone, Denzal 
Sinclaire on drums and vocals, Chris 
Gestrin on Hammond organ and Bill 
Coon on guitar turned standard and 
frankly staid Christmas carols into 
groovy improvised renditions that 
swung, rocked and always surprised.

A quartet of Vancouver jazz musi-
cians that come together for this Christ-
mas gig only, they recorded an album 
“A Cellar Live Christmas” in August of 
2004 with Cellar Live Records. Cellar 
Live Records is Weeds’ company, as is 
The Cellar Restaurant and Jazz Club, 
where We B3 Kings routinely sells out 
in the holiday season. 

There’s a good reason why.
They are all fi ne musicians and their 

arrangements are so unusual and 
inventive. Then when solo time arrives, 
each shows his chops with aplomb.

The most distinctive sound came 

from the Hammond organ provided 
by Gestrin. 

A little internet research found an 
awesome site — www.hammond-or-
gan.com — that explained why that 
sound was so familiar. 

The Hammond organ was patented 
in 1934, but the B3 model, designed 
with percussion capabilities, really 
soared when created in 1955. 

Besides my memory of the musi-
cian and singer hired to entertain at 
the revolving restaurant and supper 
club high atop the Chateau Lacombe 
in Edmonton — every city had one of 
these, didn’t they? — the sound is asso-
ciated with both jazz and rock musi-
cians of the ‘50s and ‘60s.

Gestrin uses two keyboards with 
Hammond organ simulators and an 
original Leslie speaker to recreate the 
sound. A real Hammond organ weighs 
around 400 pounds, not exactly an 
easy touring instrument.

Wittily opening with Jimmy Heath’s 
Gingerbread Man, then sliding into 
Gordon and Lee’s Christmas Dream-
ing with Sinclaire’s mellow vocals, and 
entering the funky groove of a very 
syncopated Do You Hear What I Hear 
opened up room for Weeds’ tasty-as-
shortbread solos and Coon’s soulful 
acoustic guitar renderings.

A very laid back Little Drummer Boy, 
sung by Sinclaire and accompanied by 

Gestrin, with Coons providing fi ll, dis-
played what the Hammond organ was 
originally supposed to be: a low-cost 
pipe organ substitute. Sinclaire’s vocals 
made the favourite very personal while 
the organ offered spiritual support.

Opening the second set, a non-
Christmas song, the familiar Bobby 
Timmins’ Moanin, proved just how 
tight this quartet was.

If you could imagine the Adams 
Family theme song circa 1964 fi ltered 
through Tchaikovsky’s Sugar Plum 
Fairy from the Nutcracker Suite, then 
the B3 Kings rendition was truly an 
original and just as creepy. 

The concert also contained several 
chortle-out-loud-funny musical jokes, 
like Coon’s James Bond theme. You can 
hear Salt Springers enjoying the con-
cert on CBC Radio 2 on Canada Live 
between 8 and 10 p.m. on December 
22. 

What Child is This and Greensleeves 
beautifully melded and opened with a love-
ly duet with Sinclaire on vocals and Coons 
holding him up with melodic subtlety. 

Jingle Bells closed the concert. Mind 
you, I had to sing the verse under my 
breath to make sure that it was actually 
Jingle Bells, as the arrangement was 
so fresh. Endless invention, serious 
musicianship and obscure childhood 
memories: what more could one ask 
for from a Christmas concert?
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Holiday Hours
DECEMBER 23, 24, 25 -  CLOSED

DECEMBER 26 BOXING DAY -  OPEN
DECEMBER 27, 28, 29 -  OPEN
DECEMBER 30 & 31 -  CLOSED

CLOSED FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2008

Season’s Greetings
 Hermann, René and Staff

1-121 McPhillips Ave. @ Creekside • 537-4491

• The Best traditional Tortier outside of Quebec
• Rum Soaked Fruit and Nut Cake
• Vegetarian Mince and Heirloom Organic Apple Pies
• The greatest shortbreads • Our famous Pesto Crackers
•  Breads and Buns • All your Favourite Croissants (order frozen

and bake them fresh Christmas morning for the family)

Everyones favourite Granola and a Pound of Barb’s 
Coffee make the perfect stocking stuffers.

 

HOLIDAY HOURS
Christmas Eve 7-3 • Christmas Closed

Boxing Day Closed • New Year’s Eve 7-3
New Year’s Day Closed • Jan. 2nd and 3rd Closed

DON’T BE DISAPPOINTED THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
PRE-ORDER ALL YOUR HOLIDAY FAVOURITES

Galleons Lap
A t e l i e r - G a l l e r y

103 Park Dr
538-0182

www.glphoto.com

Open
11 - 5pm
Wed to Sat

New Prints by
Kevin Steinke of
Cusheon Creek

Part Proceeds to
the Creekside Rain-
forest Campaign

Creekside Rainforest

Continues to Dec 19 
Closed for the Holidays 
starting Dec 20

Moby’s PubMoby’s Pub
Open: 11 am - 11 pm  Sun.-Thurs. 

11 am - Midnight Fri/Sat • Kitchen: 11 am - 9 pm
Later evening menu: 9 - 10 pm  7 days/week

537-5559

BOXING DAY BASH
Donny Brook and the Haymakers
AKA Matt Steffi ch, Dave Roland, Doug Rhodes 
& special guest
8:00 pm December 26th

New  Management
New Menu

New Attitude

sat/sun
brunch
11-2

new year’s eve   “auntie kate”
Don’t forget your tickets 
in advance...they’re going fast 
$10 per person

Sun.-Thurs. 
hen: 11 am 9 pm

ee”

Daily Food 
& Beer
Specials with

ISLAND THEATRE

New Graffiti talent on board
Salt Spring poised 

to become 

theatrical force 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Recent changes at Graf-
fiti Theatre have members 
excited about the group and 
the future of theatre on Salt 
Spring Island.

S i n c e  t h e  c o m p a n y 
began performing live the-
atre on the island 10 years 
ago, Amanda Spottiswoode 
always sought to bring high-
calibre performances to the 
island.

Now, thanks to the hir-
ing of two veterans of the 
performing arts world, the 
group’s performances stand 
to fi nally make the leap from 
good to great.

“Our goal was always to 
aspire to the professional as 
opposed to the community,” 
Spottiswoode said. “Here we 
go. We now have a whole 
new energy and suddenly 
it’s huge.”

Part of that excitement is 
due to the arrival of David 
Baughan as the company’s 
associate director and Libby 
Mason as artistic director.

Since moving to Salt 
Spring from England via 

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line

#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

Please visit our
website

www.iwav.org

Toronto,  Baughan has 
devoted much of his time to 
working at theatres in Che-
mainus and Nanaimo.

Baughan’s acceptance of 
the post as Graffi ti’s associ-
ate director gives him the 
chance to work with a very 
promising cast of characters 
in his new adopted home-
town.

“I believe with the more 
professional approach that 
Graffiti now has, the very 
impressive kids that are 
coming through the Gulf 
Islands School of the Per-
forming Arts curriculum, 
the new theatre season at 
ArtSpring and the general 
extraordinary quality of 
artistic production already 
established here that we are 
moving towards Salt Spring 
Island becoming a major 
attraction for the theatre 
arts,” Baughan said. 

“I believe it will soon be 
possible for theatre profes-
sionals to both live and work 
on the island and provide 
training and mentorship to 
others from across Canada.”

As for the challenges 
of theatre on the island, 
Baughan added: “the dis-
advantages are only there 

if we consider them to be a 
problem.”

Baughan and Mason have 
already begun work on Graf-
fiti’s 2008 season, which 
includes a spring presenta-
tion of Born Again, directed 
by noted Salt Spring Island-
based director Mort Ransen. 
The play, a tale of Washing-
ton D.C.-style political cor-
ruption, has uncanny time-
liness to current events, 
Spottiswoode said.

Because the play will con-
sume so many of the group’s 
resources, Spottiswoode 
said, the group will host a 
Shakespeare workshop to 
help aspiring actors learn 
the ropes.

“The buzz Shakespeare in 
the park started was really 
great, but we never really 
intended to only do the-
atre outside in the summer 
time,” Spottiswoode said. 
“It’s great but that’s not all 
we want to do.”

Baughan and Mason, 
she said, will not only help 
increase the range of Graf-
fi ti’s performances, but also 
inspire the group to reach 
new heights.

For more information on 
Graffiti Theatre’s upcom-
ing season, visit www.graf-
fi titheatre.ca.

“We are moving 

towards Salt Spring 

Island becoming a 

major attraction for 

the theatre arts.”

DAVID BAUGHAN
Graffi ti Theatre

Amanda Spottiswoode and David Baughan.
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Eggs Bennie every
Friday through Sunday

Gift Certifi cates Available

Open 8 am to 4 pm daily    250-537-5379    106 Purvis Lane

Cozy up in the cottageor in our new heated patio

CHRISTMAS SAUNA SALE

(250) 538-8244
www.gulfi slandspas.com

2 Person
Infrared Sauna.....$2,199*

3 Person
Infrared Sauna.....$2,899*

Granville Saunas +5% gst*includes delivery and set-up
Inside/Outside Lights • CD Stereo • Digital Controls Inside/Outside
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145 Seaview Ave. • Salt Spring Island, BC • 250-538-1730

              www.mar t inus-gold.com

Striking Ideas in Gold, Platinum & Fine Gemstones
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GLASS ART

All that glitters is at Avanti Studio
From recycled plate 

glass to fairy queen 

jewels

The holiday season often 
brings a burst of colour into 
the gloomy winter land-
scape, and there are few 
places better to enjoy it than 
at Valla Eiriksson’s Avanti 
Studio. Sparkling creations 
crafted by Eiriksson and 
guest artists liven up even 
the gloomiest day, and have 
the advantage of being both 
works of art and fully func-
tional.

A visit  to Eir iksson’s 
Vesuvius studio is like step-
ping into Aladdin’s cave. 
Jewel toned glass beads on 
sterling silver glitter in pen-
dants, bracelets and neck-
laces. There is something 
so pleasing about the rich 
colours that to see them is 
like having a visual feast. 

Eiriksson has become very 
advanced in her bead-mak-
ing through years of practice 
and studying with a master 
fl ame-worker. Simple forms 
such as round or square loz-
enge drop earrings, square 
and diamond shaped pen-
dants are classic yet contem-
porary in shades of emerald 
green, toffee orange, cherry 
red and amethyst. 

On the so-good-you-
could-eat-them note, glass 
beads shaped like choco-
late truffles are both fun 
and lovely to look at. A 
more complicated pendant 
is made using an Italian 
technique using silver foil, 
resulting in rich patterns of 
iridescent colour.

Eiriksson’s pieces contain 
several elements that make 
them unique, in addition to 
the artist’s individual style. 
Her silver fi ndings, in clusters 
of tiny silver balls, are ordered 
especially from Bali. She also 
uses high-grade Swarovski 
crystal from Austria. 

“I like using Italian glass 
because of the colours,” 

E i r i k s s o n  e x p l a i n e d , 
“because there’s some-
thing quite magical about 
light and how it interacts 
with colour, and I’ve always 
worked with that.”

Ne w  w o rk  a t  Ava n t i 
includes square dishes made 
from recycled plate glass, 
which she shapes and edges 
with gold or platinum — 
strong and completely func-
tional, yet original designs. 
Also new are some fabulous 
necklaces of glass leaves and 
crystal beads. One in clear 
glass looks like it’s carved 
from ice: fi t for a fairy queen. 
Another in smoky blue/grey 
is equally magical.

Also currently showing 
at the studio is Hillcroft 
Designs by Audrey Wight-

man-Sidhick. Eiriksson says 
these jewellery pieces are “so 
unusual because she’s lived 
all over the world.” Delicate 
strands of gold-fi ll wire are 
twisted with semi-precious 
gems and crystals. Wight-
man-Sidhick uses a special 
technique of crocheting the 
delicate wire strands, which 
are then gathered in loops.

Another attractive aspect 
of Hillcroft Designs is the art-
ist’s ethical business practic-
es. For her fi ndings she uses 
only suppliers that use recy-
cled gold and that belong to 
the World Workers Coopera-
tive, so no one is exploited to 
make her jewellery. 

Both Wightman-Sidhick 
and Eiriksson have created 
items that would make won-
derful Christmas presents, 
and are affordable as well. 
Many of the Hillcroft Design 
pieces, which can also be 
viewed at www.avantishops.
com, are on sale for 50 per 
cent off. Eiriksson’s pieces 
range in style and complex-
ity, but simple items are 

amazingly well-priced, such 
as her single glass leave pen-
dants that go for $5 each, or 
$35 including the sterling 
silver chain. Her princess 
rings, featuring bright bau-
bles on sparkly glass bead 
and wire bands, are just $15.

Another great gift idea is 
the jewellery making work-
shops for six to 12 year olds. 
For $15, kids will receive a kit 
with elastic cord and enough 
glass beads for three projects, 
plus instruction. Take-away 
kits go for $10. Workshops 
run on December 15 and 
again on the 29, so they could 
be either a place for kids to 
make gifts or the gift itself. 
Eiriksson is also teaming 
up with media artist Cindy 
Jacobsen to offer Christmas 
e-cards, which people can 
create at the studio.

Through the periodic 
bursts of winter, a visit to 
Eiriksson’s warm and wel-
coming studio will defi nite-
ly uplift the spirits. Avanti 
Glass is open from 11-5 daily 
at 163 Bayview Road. 

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Valla Eiriksson off ers a variety of glittering gifts crafted by island artisans at the Avanti Glass 

Studio in Vesuvius.

ARTBEAT

Elizabeth 
Nolan
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ISLANDS TRUST

Public relations group gives nod to Trust book
A Place In the Islands has earned 

another award for the Islands Trust’s 
mantle.

The project designed to provide 
information and generate awareness 
of the unique benefi ts and challenges 
of living on an island is among three 
campaigns that have received the fi rst 
province-wide awards offered by the 
Canadian Public Relations Society.

The awards are offered by a part-
nership of the three B.C. chapters of 
the Canadian Public Relations Society 
in Vancouver, Victoria (CPRS VI) and 
Northern Lights in Prince George and 

are bestowed on communications pro-
fessionals who demonstrate the high-
est ethical and professional standards 
while performing outstanding work. 

“The Vancouver Island award is 
shared by Laura Stringer, communica-
tions specialist for the Islands Trust, 
and Kathleen Foley, director of educa-
tion and outreach of the San Juan Pres-
ervation Trust in Washington State, 
who coordinated the project. The 
public education tool is the result of a 
cross-border partnership between the 
two organizations, which share many 
issues in common.” 

The publication, which covers top-
ics ranging from water conservation to 
green building practices, also received 
an honourable mention award earlier 
this year in the “best practices” cat-
egory of the Community Excellence 
Awards at the Union of B.C. Munici-
palities convention.

“We have received many positive 
comments from islanders about A 
Place in the Islands and to be singled 
out for a second province-wide award 
is a wonderful tribute to this initiative,” 
said Kim Benson, chair of Islands Trust 
Council. 



What’s On This Week
Wed.Wed.

Dec  19

121 UPPER GANGES ROAD                  537-4700

Christmas 
Dinner

Traditional turkey dinner
with all the trimmings.

Book before we sell out!

537-4700
5 pm or 7 pm seating.

PETER BALJET

0% Financing continues on selected models

rts 250 746 4466        Body Shop 250 748 4370        www.peterbaljetgm.com 

DAVE
PEARS

MORGAN
HARRISON

ANGELA
KETCH

GREG
POWERS

ROSS
MCCAULEY

RED
BELLIS

Vancouver Island’s largest selection 
of quality pre-owned vehicles!

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

6300 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan      Sales & Service 250 7

ROB
EASTMAN

JERRY
DEOL

STEVE 
AYDON

CRAIG 
HINDLE

DAN 
EASTON

JOE
GRAHAM

Vancouver Island’s largest selection 
of quality pre-owned vehicles!

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Vancouver Island’s largest  selection  of quality Pre-Owned Vehicles!

ERIKA

Vancouver Island’s largest  selection  of quality Pre-Owned Vehicles!

RICHARD
EASTMAN

ERIKA
WEBB

www.peterbaljetgm.comSales & Service 250 746-7131

www.islandmortgage.ca
Just a click away

Carolyn, Margaret and Michelle

The Maycock & Mots Mortgage Team
Grace Point Square, Ganges  •  537-9810

Wishing you and your family a Very Merry Christmas

O O
 CINEMA

The Golden Compass — Based on author Philip Pullman’s novel, ‘The Golden Compass’ 
is an exciting fantasy adventure, set in an alternative world where people’s souls manifest 
themselves as animals, talking bears fight wars, and Gyptians and witches co-exist. At the 
centre of the story is Lyra (played by newcomer Dakota Blue Richards), a 12-year-old girl who 
starts out trying to rescue a friend who’s been kidnapped by a mysterious organization known 
as the Gobblers — and winds up on an epic quest to save not only her world, but ours as well. 
The cast includes Nicole Kidman, Daniel Craig, Sam Elliott and Ian McShane.

 CABLE TV

• Attention Shaw Cable TV Channel 11 viewers — The Daily is your source for stories 
reflecting Salt Spring and southern Vancouver Island people and places. 
The program is about half an hour in length and repeats continuously during the day and 
evening with new stories added daily. On the evening of Wed., Dec. 19 and during the day on 
Thurs., Dec. 20, watch a story about the Salt Spring Christmas Bird Count, including interviews 
with Robert Bateman and Gil Schultz. Also tune in for community messages, weather and 
news headlines. For further details about community programming, call 537-1335. 

 EXHIBITIONS

•  Art for the Rainforest. Exhibit and Silent Auction of world-class art works and more. 
ArtSpring daily, 10-5, until Fri., Dec. 21. Help purchase the Creekside rainforest property!

•  Wintercraft — work by more than 100 artists and guild members runs at Mahon Hall 
daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. until Sat., Dec. 22. Daily draw prizes and artist demos. 

•  Christmas Market in the Park — it’s summertime again (sort of!) but with a Christmas 
theme as vendors set up shop in Centennial Park from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sat., Dec. 22.

•  Salt Spring Vineyards hosts a Christmas craft sale of island vendors’ wares on Sun., Dec. 
23 from noon to 5 p.m. 

•  Soul Food & Co. is holding an art show & sale featuring gourmet breads and baked goods, 
paintings, photography, jewellery and spirit houses. 705 Beaver Pt. Rd., Sat., Dec. 22, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

•  “If Wishes Were Horses” and a Pony for Christmas. Paintings by Mira Warrington and 
photographs by Wendi Gilson are showing at Barb’s until the end of the month. 

•  “Party of Four” — Gerry Scott, Joan Wrigley, Bev Lillyman and Ann Hignell show art 
in the ArtSpring lobby for the month of December.

•  Avanti Glass Studio — open studio and e-Christmas messages with Frog Talk Media. 
Daily until Mon., Dec. 24. Info: 537-9476.

•  Salt Spring Coffee Shop staff member Christine Russell is the featured artist for 
December at the Ro.Co.

• New life drawings by Thomas McPhee are showing at Auntie Pesto’s Restaurant.

Gift-a-Light.
Lady Minto Hospital tree is lit, with carol 
singing and hot chocolate. 4:30 p.m. 
Guided Creekside Rainforest Walks. 
See subject of land purchase campaign 
on guided walks. End of Creekside at 107 
Hillview Dr. 10 a.m. 
Salt Springs Spa Resort. 
Open House at 1460 North Beach Road. 
3-6 p.m. Info: 537-4111.
Sixth Annual Nordic Yule.
Potluck feast, ceremonies & Father Yule 
visit. Beaver Pt. Hall. 5 p.m. to midnight.
 

Fri., Dec. 21 to
Thurs., Dec. 27

OPEN WED. & 
THURS. FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS!
Closed Dec. 24th, 25th,

31st and Jan. 1st

FRI. SAT 7:00 / SUN. WED. THURS 4:00 MATINEE

at Central Hall call 537-4656 for showtimes & info www.thefritz.ca   

N. WED. THURS 4:00 MATINEEU S 00

THE THE GGOLDENOLDEN   C   COMPASSOMPASS

1 hr 54 min
Rating: PG
violence,

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

Thurs.Thurs.
Dec  20

Sat.Sat.
Dec  22

Sun.Sun.
Dec  23

Mon.Mon.
Dec  24

Be Merry
    with  

 Blueberry!Be Merry
    with  

 Blueberry! Av
ailab

le Now!
Av

ailab
le Now!

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service  537-1522

While supplies last

Tues.Tues.
Dec  25

Open Stage With Stephanie Rhodes.
At Shipstones. 8 p.m.
Fulford Community School 
Christmas Concert.
At Fulford Elementary. 7 p.m. 
SSE Christmas Concert.
At SS Elementary. 7 p.m. 

Carols for Christmastide.
All Saints. 10:10 a.m.
Zen Meditation.
Group meets at 210 Cedar Lane every 
Wednesday, 7-9 p.m. Info: 537-2831. 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  ACTIVITIES  ACTIVITIES
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Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.
All Saints. 4 p.m. 
Christmas Open House.
At the Cheese Farm, 285 Reynolds Road. 
Music by Cantus early music choir. Hot 
apple cider and Christmas spirit.1-3 p.m.
Community Christmas Celebration.
Living Nativity, Christmas crafts, snacks 
and more. Community Gospel Chapel. 
6:30 p.m.
Guided Creekside Rainforest Walks. 
See subject of land purchase campaign 
on guided walks. End of Creekside at 107 
Hillview Dr. 1 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES
Christmas Day Mass. Our Lady of 
Grace Catholic Church. 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist.
St. Mark’s Anglican Church. 10 a.m
Gary’s Christmas Day Community 
Dinner. At Meaden Hall. 12 noon. Info: 
537-5812.
Show & Tell.  At The Local. Bring your 
favourite gift. Noon to 6 p.m. 

 

Hey Boy Hey Girl.
Boxing Day Bash at Shipstones. 8 p.m. 
Boxing Day Party. 
Donny Brook & the Haymakers — AKA 
Matt Steffi  ch, Dave Roland, Doug 
Rhodes and special guest. Moby’s Pub. 
DJs Cassidy & Virgil.
Spin the tunes at The Local. 7 p.m. 

Fri.Fri.
Dec  21

Christmas Dance Party. 
With DJ Matt J at Shipstones. 8 p.m. 
Christmas on Main Street.
Children’s musical at Community Gospel 
Chapel. 6:30 p.m.

Fulford Carol Singing.
In the Patterson Market parking lot, 
with warm refreshments and roasted 
chestnuts. Led by Valdy. 6:30 p.m. 
Community Christmas Sing-Along.
With choirs and island musicians. Bring 
a food bank donation. ArtSpring. 7 p.m.

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Wed.Wed.
Dec  26

 ACTIVITIES

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.
Of Lessons and Carols. SS United Church. 
7 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Mass.
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, carols 
at 6:30 p.m., service at 7 p.m. St. Paul’s 
church in Fulford, carols at 10 p.m., 
service at 11 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.
At Community Gospel Chapel. 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service.
At SSI Baptist Church. 3 p.m.
Family Eucharist & Living Manger 
Tableaux.
All Saints. 4 p.m.
Holy Eucharist.
St. Mary’s Anglican Church. 7:30 p.m.

we’re online at www.gulfi slands.net

The Light Returns. 
Part ritual/part recital honouring the 
winter solstice. Lions Hall. 7 p.m. 
One Night Stand with Matt & Tom. 
At Shipstones. 8 p.m. 

Expressive Drawing.
Thursdays at the Core Inn, 3rd fl oor. Drop-
in. 2-4 p.m. Info: Gillian, 537-5833. 
Bingo.
At Meaden Hall. 7 p.m. Early bird games 
at 6:30.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES

 OTHER ACTIVITIES  OTHER ACTIVITIES
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for an evening of carolling, spiced apple cider,
hot chocolate, roasted chestnuts and good will.

Festive Friday, December 21
at 6:30 pm at Patterson Market parking lot.

★★★ ★★★★★★★★
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★★★★★for an evening of carolling, spiced apple cider,
★ ★

hot chocolate, roasted chestnuts and good will.
★

Join Bruce, Valdy and the Join Bruce, Valdy and the 
Fulford Village MerchantsFulford Village Merchants

Don’t forget your 

Driftwood Carol book 

& Mug for the 

good cheer!

★

Shop locally.

ACOUSTIC PLA

NET
 M

US
IC

Acousticplanet@shaw.ca    537-9668

Great Selection

Great Prices

Instruments

Lessons 
Gift Certificates

Stocking Stuffers 
& more!

#2 - 150 Fulford-Ganges Road

SHOP LOCAL

“Country Comfort & Hospitality in the Heart of Ganges”

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

• COCKTAILS
• BREAKFAST • SUNDAY BRUNCH •

• LUNCH • DINNER •
Kitchen open until 10 pm . . . always!

“See you at The Inn!”

SAUNAS
www.gulfi slandspas.com

Happy Holidays
Everyone!

from 
Bigfoot Herbs

KEN & PAT BARNES
537-4466

104 Eagle Ridge Drive

ISLAND MUSIC SCENE

Folk club fills for popular acts
Young fi ddlers 

command encore 

while Todd Butler 

charms us again

BY MARIT MCBRIDE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

“Back by popular de-
mand” is an apt summary 
for the December 10 Salt 
Spring Folk Club show.

Carolyn Hatch and the 
Salt Spring Fiddle Troupe, 
composed of Ryder Berg-
erud, Robin Bulger, Sean 
Cunningham, Kaya Hunt-
er, Sonja Kornelsen, Sarah 
Lundy, Clayton Upex, Emma 
Woodland, Braden Young, 
with piano accompaniment 
provided by Ele Brouard-
John, returned to the Folk 
Club stage to the delight of 
the assembled Folk Club 
patrons. 

From Scotland’s lively 
Dashing White Sergeant,  
followed by the lilting Port-
land Fancy from England, we 
then embarked on the Road 
to Boston, which featured 
both bowing and plucking 
playing methods. 

Makedonsko Devojce 
was a marvellous, gypsy-
like song that reverberated 
with Europe’s magnificent 
old-world atmosphere. Feet 
were set to tapping with Dill 

Pickle Rag, followed by sev-
eral creative seasonal offer-
ings, highlighting a quartet 
from within the troupe. 
Valdy joined in on his gui-
tar for Irish Washerwoman, 
where the musicians dis-
played unusual playing 
stances, such as over their 
head, between their knees 
or two playing each other’s 
fi ddles, while intertwined. 

Orange Blossom Special 
was given a playful new twist 
with bird chirps, turkey in 
the straw, pig grunts, mule 
braying and even a fune-
real dirge. When a stand-
ing ovation demanded an 
encore, the players returned 
to the stage for an unlikely 
mix of Bonaparte’s Retreat 
and Jingle Bells. For the 
most part, the young musi-
cians appeared very serious, 
perhaps even stunned, as 
Carolyn remarked, but their 
obvious concentration did 
not detract from the talent 
they displayed.

The capacity crowd at the 
Fulford Hall was largely due 
to another repeat performer, 
Todd Butler. With the Festi-
val Song, Green Steve, Prairie 
Surfi ng, Modern Urban Idiot 
(a play on Gilbert and Sulli-
van), Old John Deere,  Sonic 
Tomato, A Fine Line and 
Tapped Out, just to name a 
few, Butler swept the audi-

ence through the evening 
with sets of soaring hilar-
ity, punctuated with serious 
ballads that grounded his 
performance and exhibited 
his skills at songwriting and 
musicianship. 

Butler explored many 
touchy subjects, such as 
global warming, increasing 
“green” popularity, Conrad 
Black, former prime minis-
ters Mulroney and Chretien, 
elderly Victoria drivers, U.S. 
President Bush, SUV own-
ers, leaky condos, fast fer-
ries . . . really, the list is too 
extensive. 

Bemoaning that there 
isn’t a category for his style 
of entertainment at the Juno 
awards, Butler proved that 
he is nevertheless a winner. 
Overcoming the physical 
discomfort of a cold, and the 
blow of receiving absolutely 
no response from one of his 
jokes (we couldn’t hear the 
punchline), Butler main-
tained his charm through to 
the last notes of his encore. 

Dressed all in black, a la 
Leonard Cohen, and dis-
playing a face that greatly 
resembled Stephen Harper, 
we can only wonder at the 
twisted brain that lies with-
in, where auditory input is 
processed, mangled and 
churned out as something 
amusingly unique. A little 

bit of Weird Al, a knowledge-
able political and social 
commentator and a gifted 
singer/songwriter with a 
flair for comedy — that’s 
Todd Butler.

Another “back by popular 
demand” evening at the Folk 
Club takes place on January 
28, 2008, with performances 
from Alan Moberg and Ed 
Peekeekoot.

PHOTO BY ANDREA RABINOVITCH

IN PROCESS: Salt 

Spring dancers get 

feedback from Danny 

McCusker, an instruc-

tor from Tufts Uni-

versity in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, at an 

Antler Ridge Studio 

workshop. Part of 

ArtSpring’s Dance 

Outreach program 

with Made in B.C. 

support, dancers will 

perform the work-

shopped piece in 

April 2008.



B8 |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007  |  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

224848113838
Lb.

6868¢¢ 228888

229797

Pkg 5 50000

AQUA STAR

FROZEN
SHRIMP RING
227 Gram Box ..................................................249

LILYDALE GRADE “A”LILYDALE GRADE “A”

FRESH YOUNG
TURKEY
While Stock Lasts  4.14 Kg ...........................188

BC GROWN “EXTRA FANCY”BC GROWN “EXTRA FANCY”

ROYAL GALA
LARGE APPLES
1.94 Kg .......................................................88¢

FRESH “ALL SIZE PKGS”

EXTRA LEAN
GROUND BEEF
5.91 Kg ............................................................268

CALIFORNIA GROWN NO. 1

FRESH
CARROTS
5 Lb Bag ............................................................248

“SO SMALL..SO SWEET” IMPORTED FROM CHINA

SEEDLESS BABY
MANDARINS
3 Lb Box ............................................................348

OCEAN SPRAYOCEAN SPRAY WHOLE WHOLE JELLIED JELLIED

CRANBERRY 
SAUCE
398 mL Tin .......................................................300

DARE CRACKERSDARE CRACKERS

BRETON  VINTA
GRAINS FIRST

200 - 250 Gram Box .......................................400
CHILLED ASSORTED VARIETIESCHILLED ASSORTED VARIETIES 

TROPICANA
JUICE
1 - 1.89 Litre Ctn. + Deposit .............................398

ASSORTED VARIETIESASSORTED VARIETIES

STOVE TOP 
STUFFING
120 Gram Box ............................................98¢

FRESH BAKEDFRESH BAKED

APPLE PIE 
PUMPKIN PIE

8” Size Each .....................................................700
SELECTED VARIETIESSELECTED VARIETIES 

ISLAND FARMS 
ICE CREAM
1.89 Litre Tub ...................................................498

FROZEN SELECTED VARIETIES
GREEN GIANTGREEN GIANT

VEGETABLESVEGETABLES

1.891.89 Litre Bottle + DepositLitre Bottle + Deposit

1.361.36 Litre Tin + DepositLitre Tin + Deposit155 - 250155 - 250 Grams EachGrams Each

BC GROWN NO. 1BC GROWN NO. 1
RUSSETRUSSET

POTATOESPOTATOES

1010 Lb Bag Lb Bag

CALIFORNIA GROWNCALIFORNIA GROWN
SEEDLESS REDSEEDLESS RED
GRAPESGRAPES

LILYDALE FROZEN GRADE “A”LILYDALE FROZEN GRADE “A”

YOUNG TURKEYYOUNG TURKEY

LIMITLIMIT 11 per family order over limitper family order over limit 1.581.58 Lb./Lb./ 3.483.48 Kg.Kg. 3.043.04 Kg.Kg.

LAY’S ASSORTED VARIETIES
POTATO POTATO STAX STAX
CHIPSCHIPS

REGULAR 25% LESS SALT
HEINZHEINZ

TOMATO JUICETOMATO JUICE

Lb.

CALIFORNIA GROWN NO. 1CALIFORNIA GROWN NO. 1 
FRESH YAMS FRESH YAMS CELERY CELERY 
BRUSSELS SPROUTS BRUSSELS SPROUTS

1.501.50 Kg. Kg.

229797
950950 mL JarmL Jar

ALL VARIETIES
KRAFTKRAFT

MIRACLE WHIPMIRACLE WHIP

MOTT’S
GARDEN COCKTAIL ORGARDEN COCKTAIL OR

CLAMATO COCKTAILCLAMATO COCKTAIL

5.475.47 Kg.Kg.

HOLIDAY HOURSHOLIDAY HOURS
CHRISTMAS EVE – 8AM - 7PMCHRISTMAS EVE – 8AM - 7PM
CHRISTMAS DAY – CLOSEDCHRISTMAS DAY – CLOSED
BOXING DAY – 9AM - 7PMBOXING DAY – 9AM - 7PM 229797

22 Litre Ctn. Litre Ctn.

11 Kg Bag Kg Bag

SHANK PORTIONSHANK PORTION 
SMOKED SKINLESSSMOKED SKINLESS
COOK’S HAMCOOK’S HAM

3.923.92 KgKg

117878

668888
Lb.

CANADA GRADE “AA” BEEF CAPLESSCANADA GRADE “AA” BEEF CAPLESS
PRIME RIBPRIME RIB

OVEN ROASTOVEN ROAST

15.1715.17 Kg. Kg.

66 x x 710710mL + Dep.mL + Dep. 1212 x x 355355mL + Dep.mL + Dep.

ISLAND FARMS
TRADITIONALTRADITIONAL
EGG NOGEGG NOG

SOFT ¼ SQUARES¼ SQUARES
IMPERIALIMPERIAL

MARGARINEMARGARINE

Lb.Lb.

LARGE
SIZE

Lb.

FOR
3

1.361.36Kg/Kg/33 Lb Pkg.Lb Pkg.

FOR
2

Lb.Lb.

Lb.Lb.

COKECOKE SPRITESPRITE
CANADA DRY GINGER ALECANADA DRY GINGER ALE
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FIDDLE REVIEW

Fiddle fest decks the hall at Beaver Point
Hatchery kids join 

the pros

BY GREG MIDDLETON
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

They weren’t  just f iddling 
around.

Violin students from the Fid-
dlers Hatchery strutted their stuff 
at Beaver Point Hall in a well-at-
tended Sunday afternoon concert 
with some special guests.

It was an afternoon of classical, 
Celtic and Christmas music featur-
ing 24 students from the incredibly 
cute fi ve and seven-year-old Osha 
Forman-Clarke and Cyrus Andress 
to the extremely accomplished 

solo performer Sarah Lundy.
The big treat of the afternoon 

was the Haydn Violin Concerto. 
Sarah Lundy was joined by Caro-
lyn Hatch and professional musi-
cians Jean Knight on violin and 
Paula Kiffner on cello. 

“It was just wonderful playing 
with them,” Lundy said after-
wards.

Knight, on first violin, played 
in the London Philharmonic and 
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 
and taught on Salt Spring for many 
years. 

Kiffner also played in the Van-
couver Symphony Orchestra and 
teaches at both the Victoria and 

Nanaimo conservatories and 
plays professionally in the Galia-
no Ensemble in Victoria. Both are 
exceptionally accomplished musi-
cians.

“I think they did a fantastic job,” 
Kiffner said of the students.

Hatch’s advanced students, 
the Salt Spring Fiddle Troupe, are 
becoming accomplished perform-
ers in their own right. 

They have taken their show on 
the road twice this year, once to 
Whistler and once to Bellingham, 
playing a number of venues in 
each place, as well as on the B.C. 
Ferries. 

They were the opening act at 

the December 10 Folk Club con-
cert (which is also reviewed in this 
issue of the Driftwood).

One of the highlights of the 
afternoon was a Scottish Christ-
mas Duet played by 11-year-old 
fifth-year student Nevan Young 
and Hatch, who has a fine arts 
degree in performance, as well as 
years of teaching, 

“It is very lovely the way he plays 
it,” said Hatch. “It is a piece I like very 
much and he does a very good job.”

Hatch has played in the Calgary 
Symphony Orchestra and at least a 
dozen folk bands over the years.

During the concert Hatch said 
that if she has a student ready to 

perform Bach-Gounod’s Ave Maria 
she likes to include it on the pro-
gram. 

This year Kaya Hunter worked 
hard to perfect the piece that peo-
ple know so well it has to be played 
very well indeed.

“It is a beautiful song and it 
takes a great deal of skill to play 
it as beautifully as she did,” Hatch 
said.

For the students, getting up 
there in a group and rocking the 
house with a half dozen foot-
stomping fi ddle tunes (where you 
can get up there and break a few 
bow hairs) was probably the hit of 
the evening.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

ArtSpring’s 
carol blitz 
runs Friday
Food bank donation 

part of the tradition

Christmas on Salt Spring 
without ArtSpring’s annu-
al community Carol Sing-
Along would be as lacking 
as Santa without his sleigh, 
the Wise Men without their 
star, or a pudding without 
its holly. 

So producer Jill Tarswell 
has lined up a packed eve-
ning of musical cheer fea-
turing local singers, musi-
cians and other performers, 
as well as lots of opportu-
nities for everyone to sing 
popular Christmas carols.

The sing-along happens 
at 7 p.m. on Friday, Decem-
ber 21 in the ArtSpring the-
atre.

Salt Spring fiddler and 
recording star Jaime RT will 
perform, as will Barbara 
Slater and several island 
choral groups, including 
The Scrooge Singers led by 
Sue Newman, the Salt Spring 
Vocal Quartet, Tuned Air, 
Indigo and the early music 
ensemble Cantus. 

Trish Corry, a celebrated 
lyric coloratura soprano who 
is scheduled to present a full 
recital concert at ArtSpring 
in January together with her 
Salt Spring-resident sister 
Leslie Corry, will also join 
the vocal lineup. 

A brass quintet from Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) call Brass Age — which 
was very popular at last year’s 
sing-along — will be back. 
Also from GISS, drama teacher 
Jason Donaldson is bringing a 
group of students to demon-
strate improv and give dra-
matic readings. 

Jan Rabson, producer and 
director of Live Radio Theatre, 
which is part of ArtSpring’s 
theatre season on January 
19 and 29, will also provide 
spoken-word variety to the 
evening.

Interspersed with the dis-
play of local talent are lots of 
opportunities for the audience 
to join in singing all their old 
Christmas carol favourites. 

Hot cider and cookies will 
follow in the lobby after the 
evening’s performances. The 
evening is free of charge, but 
people are asked to bring 
along non-perishable food 
items for the food bank.
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SATURDAY DECEMBER 22 
:00 Miss BG/(:15) 

Dive, Olly 
Home
Improvement

Family Guy
Death is a... 

First Story (4:30) Swiat 
Polskiej 

Electric 
Playground 

Raymond
Crazy Chin 

KIRO 7 News

5 :30

La magie 
continue (P) 
(N) Christmas 

Orange

CHEK News 

Home
Improvement

Global
National

First Story Wiadomosci 

Star Trek: 
Voyager
Threshold Reviews on 

the Run

Star Trek
Tomorrow Is 
Yesterday According to 

Jim

KOMO 4 
News

KING 5 News Christmas at 
the
Hollywood 
Palace

Antiques 
Roadshow
Compilation Evening 

News

(4:00) 
"Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed 
Reindeer ...

(4:00) EPL 
Soccer - 
Teams TBA 

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Meerkat 
Manor

News Xin Tan Ren Bravo!Fact 
Presents

Speaker's 
Corner

That '70s 
Show

Friends ABC World 
News

NBC Nightly 
News

Saturday 
Report6 :30

(4:00) NHL 
Hockey - 
Toronto vs. 
Florida (Live) 

Mr. Bean Wild at Heart What 
Happened?

Eagle Com 
Time Sale 

News News 

KCTV This 
Week

Inside
Edition

Fashion 
Television

That '70s 
Show

Friends KOMO 4 
News

KING 5 News

The
Lawrence 
Welk Show
Christmas 

Mansbridge 
One on One

News FSN Pro 
Football 
Preview

:00 La Petite Vie
Blind date 

Diya The New 
Canoe

Making It 2 1/2 Men
Anteaters

Wheel of 
Fortune

NW
Backroads7 :30

National 
Geographic
Raising the 
Hunley

NFL Football
- Dallas vs. 
Carolina 
(Live)

Final 24 (N) 

Aaradhna

Santa Claus 
Parade

W-FIVE
Presents 

Entreprene-
urial Leader 

Speaker's 
Corner

Cover
Stories

CSI: Miami
Just
Murdered Two and a 

Half Men
Jeopardy Inside 

Edition

Rosemary 
and Thyme
Memory of 
Water

Gamer
Revolution
[Part 2 of 2] 

Entertain-
ment This 
Week

"Call Me 
Claus"��
(Com, '01) 
Whoopi
Goldberg. B.D. Sports 

Show Best 
Damn
Beatdowns 

:00 Phoenix
Gathering

The King of 
Queens

Cops Antiques 
Roadshow8 :30

Heartbeat
Give Peace a 
Chance (N) 

SportsCentre Islam in 
Focus

Andromeda
The Dark 
Backward Satrang

Kool
Countdown

Battlestar 
Galactica
Exodus The King of 

Queens
Cops Liar Liar

Cancer

As Time 
Goes By

Let's All Hate 
Toronto

Ultimate 
Fighter

:00 Varsity Inc.
(N)

Frasier Saturday 
Report9 :30

NHL Hockey
- Vancouver 
vs. Phoenix 
(Live)

"Nez Rouge"
(Rom, '03) 
Patrick 
Huard.

ESPNU
House

Tales From 
the
Neverending 
Story (N) 
[Part 1 of 2] Sikh Virsa Andromeda

Delenda Est 

"Luna: Spirit 
of the 
Whale" (Dra, 
'07) Adam 
Beach. Asian Variety 

Show
Frasier The 
New Friend 

America
Most Wanted
(N)

"Lemony
Snicket's A 
Series of 
Unfortunate 
Events"
��� (Adv, 
'04) Jim 
Carrey. 

Mansbridge 
One on One

"Elf"���
(Com, '03) 
Will Ferrell. 

"Crazy for 
Christmas"
��� (Dra, 
'05) Andrea 
Roth. Ultimate 

Fighter

:00 Hockey: After 
Hours (Live)

Le
Téléjournal 

Midsomer 
Murders
Ring Out 
Your Dead 
(N) Insights Into 

Sikhism
Vanna
Malargal

Q13 FOX 
News10 :30 CBC News (:40) Noël

Noël

Poker
NHLPA
Charity 
Shootout

True
Hollywood
Sean 'Diddy' 
Combs

Muslim Faith

Falcon
Beach

The
Sopranos
Stage 5 (N) Sabor

Musical

"Ebenezer"
�� (Fam, 
'97) Jack 
Palance. 

"Chasing 
Christmas"
�� (Com, 
'05) Tom 
Arnold. CSI: Miami

Burned
Scrubs My 
White Whale

Women's
Murder Club
Maybe Baby 

"Moll
Flanders"
��� (Dra, 
'96) Robin 
Wright Penn.

Nutcracker 

Gamer
Revolution
[Part 2 of 2] 

48 Hours 
Mystery The 
Biggest 
Gamble

Smallville Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00

Zone doc À la 
rencontre du 
père Noël (N) News (:10) News Star! at the 

Movies
SeXtv News News News Adrenaline 

Project11 :30

Ultimate 
Response

SportsCentre True 
Hollywood 
Story Carmen 
Electra 

Mad TV 

(:40) CTV 
News

Bubble Gang

Careers TV Ed and Red's 
Night Party

Cold Case
The House 

Mad TV I 
WANT My 
MADtv

Globe
Trekker

Let's All Hate 
Toronto

(:35) Insider 
Weekend

Prank Patrol 

Poker Red 
Rock
Championshi
p Series 

:00 Spike
Feresten 

Saved by the 
Bell

(:15)
Pageant

Spike
Feresten 

(:35)
Northern 
Exposure (:05) Paid 

Program
Futurama

12 :30

Hockey Night 
in Canada: 
Replay "Turner et 

Hooch"��
(Com, '89) 
Tom Hanks. 

A History of 
Britain The 
Two
Winstons 

Figure Skate
Canadian 
Championshi
ps

The Soup (N) Jack Van 
Impe

Saturday 
Night Live 

(:45) MTV 
Live T.I.

"Jee Aayan 
Nu"����
(Mus, '03) 

Professional 
Poker Tour 

World Poker 
Tour World 
Poker
Challange 

Cold Case 
Files

Chappelle's 
Show

(:35) Girls 
B.Badly

Saturday 
Night Live 

Austin City 
Limits The 
Arcade Fire 

the fifth 
estate

(:35) Paid 
Program

Pinky & the 
Brain

Ultimate 
Fighter

���

����

� � � � � � �

SUNDAY DECEMBER 23 
:00 Oniva (4:30) The

Bear
Home
Improvement

Family Guy Spazio 
Libero

Electric 
Playground 

Girlfriends KIRO 7 News

5 :30 Chant'Ouest (:35) George 
Shrinks

CHEK News 

Home
Improvement

Global
National

W-FIVE
Presents 

Sport Italia 

Star Trek: 
Voyager
Meld Reviews on 

the Run
The Game 

American 
Idol Rewind 

KOMO 4 
News

(4:00) 
Nutcracker 

The Fallen 
Soldiers 

CBS Evening 
News

(4:00) 
"Blizzard"
�� (Fam, 
'03)

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Into the Wild That News 
Show

Raymond A 
Date for Peter

The
NewMusic

Family Guy News Oregon Field 
Guide6 :30

"The Muppet 
Christmas 
Carol"���
(Mus, '92) 
Michael 
Caine.

Rough
Science

What
Happened?

Raymond
Favors

News News Relic Hunter
Nine Lives 

Speaker's 
Corner

Gossip Girl 

Family Guy KOMO 4 
News

Travels to 
the Edge

CBC News: 
Sunday Night

News

:00 How the 
Grinch Stole 

Découverte
Sapiens 
Sapiens The Soup 

Presents (N)
Voices of 
Hinduism

The
Simpsons

CW Now The 
Simpsons

NHL Hockey
- Vancouver 
vs. Colorado 
(Live)

7 :30 Mr. Bean Laflaque 

National 
Geographic 

The
Kardashians 

Vitality 

Duel (F) (N) America's 
Funniest 
Home
Videos

Blood Ties
Wrapped

Aliens in 
America

Elmo's
Christmas 
Countdown
(P) (N) 

Antiques Rd.
Oklahoma 
City [Part 3 of 
3]

Princess 
Diana: Her 
Life in 
Jewels

60 Minutes 

Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00

(:15) NFL 
Football - 
Washington 
vs.
Minnesota 
(Live)

Everybody 
Hates Chris

(:15) NFL 
Football - 
Washington 
vs.
Minnesota "Jack Frost"

�� (Fam, 
'98) Michael 
Keaton.

8 :30

Zoe Busiek: 
Wild Card 

Ground Level
Arie Lavy 

The Amazing 
Race Now, 
This Is 
Forever (N) 

"Jee Aayan 
Nu"����
(Mus, '03) 
Harbhajan  
Mann.

Cover
Stories

The Story of 
Santa Claus 

Duel (F) (N) 

Mike
Holmgren

Nature
Christmas in 
Yellowstone 

Royal
Rivals? 
Charles and 
William

The Amazing 
Race Now, 
This Is 
Forever (N) 

Charlie 
Brown

Best Damn 
Toughman

:00

SportsCentre 

9 :30

"National 
Lampoon's 
Christmas 
Vacation"
��� (Com, 
'89) Chevy 
Chase.

"Trouver 
Nemo"
(Animé, '03) 

Inspector 
Morse
Daughter of 
Cain

Motoring 
2008

Dr. 90210 Sufism: 
Heart of 
Islam

"Spider-Man 
2"���
(Act, '04) 
Tobey
Maguire. 

Criminal 
Minds Honor 
Among
Thieves 

"Christmas 
Rush"�
(Dra, '02) 
Dean Cain. 

Crowned
Momma
Needs a New 
Swimsuit

"Spider-Man 
2"���
(Act, '04) 
Tobey
Maguire. 

Dateline NBC
The Last 
Days of a 
Secret Agent 

CBC News: 
Sunday Night

Falcon
Beach
Chemistry 
Lessons

Ultimate 
Fighter

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Path to 
Enlightment

Seinfeld The 
Limo

Q13 FOX 
News

Weird Years 

10 :30

CBC News: 
Sunday Night 

Minuit, le 
soir

Christmas 
Lights

The
Contender 

True
Hollywood 
Story Diya

Brothers & 
Sisters

The
Sopranos
Remember 
When (N) 

German
Christmas in 
Vancouver 

Stargate: 
SG-1
Beachhead 

"The
Christmas 
Card"��
(Dra, '06) 
Edward
Asner.

Seinfeld (:35) Q It Up 
Sports

"The Santa 
Clause 2"
�� (Fam, 
'02) Tim 
Allen. Law & Order: 

Criminal 
Intent

Masterpiece 
Theatre
Prime
Suspect: The 
Final Act 
[Part 2 of 2] 

Princess 
Diana: Her 
Life in 
Jewels

In God's 
Name (N) 

Fries With 
That?

Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00 CBC News: 
Vancouver 

Minuit, le 
soir

(:10) Leading 
Edge

News News (:10) News I-Watch 
News

Idea City Fashion 
Television

News News News Mystery 
Hunters11 :30 Undersea 

Explorer 

SportsCentre
(N)

Driving TV
(N)

It's a New 
Day

(:35) House
& Home

(:40) CTV 
News

Pass Da Mic Careers TV RAW 

Without a 
Trace
Shadows

Law & Order: 
S.V.U.
Noncomplian
ce

(:35) Ebert & 
Roeper

Upfront With 
Robert Mak

Royal
Rivals? 
Charles and 
William

Dark Oracle
The Game

Sportsnet 
Connected 

:00

A Gospel 
Christmas 

TSN the 
Reporters 

JR Digs PR Maxx (:05) Popoff 
Ministry 

Wheel of 
Fortune

Casey and 
Wendy Treat

(:35) The
Dead Zone 

Futurama

12 :30 Canadian 
Reflections 

"On connaît 
la chanson"
(Com, '97) 
Sabine
Azéma.

Heartbeat
Give Peace a 
Chance FigSkate Wild On Kingstar (:35) Jack

Van Impe

(:15) CSI: 
Miami Rush 

German
Christmas in 
Vancouver 

"K-19: The 
Widowmaker
"���
(Thril, '02) 

Jeopardy 

Without a 
Trace Two 
Families 

24 Day 5: 
7:00 PM - 
8:00 PM 

(:05) Da
Vinci's 
Inquest Kevin Gerald

Great
Performance
s 'Rise and 
Fall of the 
City of 
Mahagonny' 
From LA 
Opera

The Fallen 
Soldiers 

(:35) Face
the Nation

"Jack Frost"
��

Ultimate 
Fighter

PM

MID

� � � � � � �

MONDAY DECEMBER 24 
:00 Kif-kif TimothySchoo

l/(:10) Mama 
Full House Early News Punjab 

Times
Wife & Kids
[Part 1 of 2] 

Malcolm in 
the Middle 

KOMO 4 
News

KIRO 7 News (4:30) Poker
After Dark 5 :30

(4:00) 
"Jingle All 
the Way"
��

L'Union fait 
la force 

(:35) Babar 

CHEK News 

King of the 
Hill

Global
National

W-FIVE
Presents
Raising 
Rover

The Ellen 
Degeneres 
Show My Wife and 

Kids
The
Simpsons

ABC World 
News

KING 5 News Charlie Rose The Hour 

CBS Evening 
News

(4:00) 
"Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed 
Reindeer ...

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Christmas 
Orange

The
Simpsons

Phoenix
World News 

A-Channel 
News

CityCooks That '70s 
Show

The
Simpsons

News

Pratt & 
Taylor

6 :30

News

Téléjournal: 
2007

Noël Noël 

News

Friends

News News 

CTI News Vancouver 
Report

CityNews 
International

That '70s 
Show

Family Guy 

News

KING 5 News

News CBC News: 
The National

News Rudolph the 
Red Nosed 
Reindeer Plays of the 

Year

:00 La Petite Vie That News 
Show

According to 
Jim

Entertain-
ment Tonight

Degrassi: 
Next Gen.

Hong Kong 
Express

Bravo!Fact 
Presents

Wheel of 
Fortune

The King of 
Queens

Two and a 
Half Men

Wheel of 
Fortune

Evening 
Magazine

Entertain-
ment Tonight

Yogi's
Christmas7 :30

Christmas 
Glory From 
Wales

NFL Football
- Denver vs. 
San Diego 
(Live)

Hollywood 
Mysteries 

The
Simpsons

Ent. Tonight 
Canada

This is 4Real Pure in Heart Friends [Part 
1 of 2]

Jeopardy The King of 
Queens

Two and a 
Half Men

Jeopardy Inside 
Edition

Rick Steves' 
European 
Christmas 

William and 
Harry

The Insider ...Before 
Christmas

Best Damn 
Sports Show 
Period

:00 Everybody 
Hates Chris 

How I Met 
Your Mother

Malcolm in 
the Middle8 :30

Christmas in 
Vienna '95 

SportsCentre
(N)

Living Truth Founding 
Emperor of 
the Ming 
Dynasty

Aliens
Rocket Club 

Dr. Seuss' 
How the 
Grinch Stole 
Christmas 

Antiques 
Roadshow
Savannah 

CBC News: 
The National

The Big Bang 
Theory

Fries With 
That?

Ultimate 
Fighter

:00 Christmas 
Music

The Standard Girlfriends Two and a 
Half Men

Futurama

9 :30

"It's a 
Wonderful 
Life"
����

(Dra, '46) 
James
Stewart. 

"Le journal 
d'une
princesse"
�� (Com, 
'01) Anne 
Hathaway. 

"Now & 
Forever"�
(Dra, '01) 
Mia Kirshner. 

Diya

"Road to 
Christmas"
� (Com, '06) 
Jennifer 
Grey.

"Spirit Bear: 
The Simon 
Jackson 
Story"��
(Doc/Dra, 
'05) Mark 
Rendall. 

I Luv New 
York

"The Five 
People You 
Meet in 
Heaven"
��� (Dra, 
'04) Ellen 
Burstyn. 

"Cheaper by 
the Dozen"
�� (Com, 
'03) Steve 
Martin.

The Game 

"Cheaper by 
the Dozen"
�� (Com, 
'03) Steve 
Martin. Mormon

Choir
CBC News: 
The National

Rules of 
Engagement

Pinky & the 
Brain

Best Damn 
Sports Show 
Period

:00

Christmas in 
Vienna '94 

One Silent 
Night

Seinfeld The 
Keys

Monster 
Warriors

Plays of the 
Year10 :30

CBC News: 
The National 

Le
Téléjournal 

Figure
Skating
Holiday 
Celebration 
on Ice A World of 

Possibilities
(N) We Need 

Christmas

Falcon
Beach

The 2007 
Juno Awards
(N)

Magpakail-
anman

Monk Dave Gerry 
Gets Away 

Seinfeld

Q-13 Fox 
News at Ten 

"Madagasc-
ar"���
(Ani, '05) 
Voices of Ben 
Stiller. 

"It's a 
Wonderful 
Life"
����

(Dra, '46) 
James
Stewart. 

The Birth of 
Christ

Discovering 
Wild Canada
Journeys Far 
and Wild 

CSI: Miami
Internal 
Affairs Martin

Mystery

:00 News News TV Patrol Christmas 
Choir

Speaker's 
Corner

Frasier Family Guy News News News Weird Years 

Connected 
Reflections 

11 :30

The Hour
Holiday 
Music
Special 

(:45) Bach's 
Christmas 
Oratorio
[Part 1 of 2] 

SportsCentre
(Live)

What
Happened?

Living Truth News 

CTV News CTI News CityNews 
International

Frasier King of the 
Hill

(:35) News
Nightline

(:35) NW
Backroads

Christmas at 
Belmont

CBC News: 
The National

Bob and 
Margaret

Plays of the 
Year

:00

La Messe de 
la nuit 

Off the 
Record

(:05) Chelsea 
Lately (N) 

Celebrate 
Christmas 

(:05) Ent.
Tonight

Kurd TV South Park RENO 911! 

(:35) Marble 
Church
C'mas (N) Futurama

12 :30

"Scrooge"
����

(Dra, '51) 
Alastair Sim. 

"Monsieur 
Destin"

Why
Democracy? 

Can.
Sportfishing

(:35) Late, 
Late Show

Christmas 
Glow

(:35) E.T.
Canada

"A Christmas 
Carol"
����

(Fant, '51) 
Wiadomosci 

(:35)
"Chasing 
Christmas"
�� (Com, 
'05) Tom 
Arnold.

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

South Park M*A*S*H
Dear Dad

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

(:05)
Christmas 
Mass

Angel Voices
Libera in 
Concert

The Hour 

(:35) Holiday 
Movie Magic

Malcolm in 
the Middle

Pratt & 
Taylor

PM

MID

� � � � � � �

TUESDAY DECEMBER 25 
:00 Kif-kif Timothy/

(:10) Mama 
Full House
Spellbound 

Early News Punjab 
Times

Wife & Kids
[Part 2 of 2] 

Malcolm in 
the Middle 

KIRO 7 News

5 :30

(4:00) 
"Miracle on 
34th Street"
���

L'Union fait 
la force 

(:35) Babar 

Poker 2007 
World Series 

The Island 
Farm Santa's 
Light Parade King of the 

Hill
Global
National

W-FIVE
Presents
Tabitha's 
Journey

Kool
Countdown

The Ellen 
Degeneres 
Show My Wife and 

Kids
The
Simpsons

Northern 
Exposure 

KING 5 News Charlie Rose The Hour 

CBS Evening 
News

Santa Claus 
Is Coming to 
Town

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

What
Happened?

Oh Holy 
Night

Phoenix
World News 

CityCooks That '70s 
Show

The
Simpsons

News

6 :30

The Queen's 
Message / 
(:10) Festival 
on Ice 

Mr. Bean 

The Koala 
Brothers
Outback 
Christmas 

Poker 2007 
World Series 

What
Happened?

Joyful
Expectations

News News 

CTI News 

The Carol 
Project

CityNews 
International

That '70s 
Show

Family Guy 

News

NW
Backroads

News CBC News: 
The National

News

:00 La Petite Vie That News 
Show

The Warmth 
of Christmas

Entertain-
ment Tonight

Degrassi
[Part 1 of 2]

Hong Kong 
Express

Bravo!Fact 
Presents

Wheel of 
Fortune

The King of 
Queens

Two and a 
Half Men

Wheel of 
Fortune

Evening 
Magazine

Entertain-
ment Tonight

NBA
Basketball - 
Seattle vs. 
Portland 
(Live)

7 :30

An Audience 
With
Coronation 
Street

Tell It On The 
Mountain

SportsCentre
Year in 
Review Hollywood 

Mysteries 
Christmas 
Greetings

Ent. Tonight 
Canada

4Real Pure in Heart Friends [Part 
2 of 2]

Jeopardy The King of 
Queens

Two and a 
Half Men

Jeopardy Inside 
Edition

Mystery of 
the Three 
Kings

Queen
Elizabeth II: 
Born to 
Reign

The Insider 

Kids' Choice 
Awards

CMI: Chris 
Meyers

:00 Think First: 
Concus.

Living Truth Prank Patrol
Spider8 :30

The
Canadian 
Brass NFL Films 

Presents 
The Standard

Il Caffe Allison 
Crowe:
Tidings

Stargate: 
SG-1 Bad 
Guys

Crowned
Momma
Needs a New 
Swimsuit

Bones The 
Superhero in 
the Alley 

Nova Wave 
That Shook 
the World 

CBC News: 
The National

NCIS Cover 
Story

Fries With 
That?

Countdown 
to UFC 79 

:00 Women in 
Focus

Made in 
Germany

Futurama

9 :30

"Le Journal 
d'une
princesse 2 : 
les
fiançailles 
royales"��
(Com, '04) 
Anne
Hathaway. 

World
Christmas 

"All the Good 
Ones Are 
Married"
(Dra, '07) 
Daryl
Hannah.

Oh Holy 
Night

Deal or No 
Deal

euromaxx

Reaper
Magic

Reaper
Magic

House
Daddy's Boy 

Deal or No 
Deal

Frontline/ 
World A 
World of 
Good (N) 

CBC News: 
The National

The Unit
Natural 
Selection Pinky & the 

Brain

B.D. Sports 
Show Best 
Famn
Favorite Plays 

:00 Le
Téléjournal 

Be Real Schauplatz 
Europa

Seinfeld Prank Patrol Plays of the 
Year10 :30

"Pirates of 
the
Caribbean: 
The Curse of 
the Black 
Pearl"
����

(Adv, '03) 
Johnny
Depp.

An Indigo 
Christmas 

Boxing The 
Contender 

FANatical 

Joyful
Expectations

Falcon
Beach

"The Sound 
of Music"
����

(Mus, '65) 
Julie
Andrews. 

European 
Journal

"His and 
Hers
Christmas"
�� (Rom, 
'05) David 
Sutcliffe. 

Stargate 
Atlantis
Trinity Seinfeld The 

Nap

Q-13 Fox 
News at Ten 

"Pirates of 
the
Caribbean: 
The Curse of 
the Black 
Pearl"
����

(Adv, '03) 
Johnny
Depp.

Law & Order: 
Special 
Victims Unit
Florida 

Discovery on 
Ice Journey 
to the Sea of 
Ice

48 Hours 
Mystery The 
Mystery of 
Christmas 

Adrenaline 
Project

:00 What
Happened?

News TV Patrol Inside 
Edition

In Fashion Frasier Family Guy News News News Mystery 
Hunters

Connected 
Reflections 

11 :30

CBC News: 
The National 

Bach's
Christmas 
Oratorio
[Part 2 of 2] 

SportsCentre
Year in 
Review What

Happened?

It's a New 
Day

News

CTV News CTI News (:35)
CityNews

Frasier Mary 
Christmas 

King of the 
Hill

(:35) News
Nightline

Independent 
Lens
Wordplay 

CBC News: 
The National

Ghost
Trackers

Plays of the 
Year

:00

"Tout le 
monde dit I 
love you"
��� (Com, 
'96) Drew 
Barrymore. 

Off the 
Record

(:05) Chelsea 
Lately (N) 

Saved by the 
Bell

(:05) Ent.
Tonight

TMZ Aina-e-
Afghan

(:35) The
Tonight 
Show With 
Jay Leno 

South Park RENO 911! 

(:35) The
Tonight 
Show With 
Jay Leno 

Tavis Smiley

(:35) The
Late Show 
With David 
Letterman 

Futurama

12 :30

The Hour
Holiday 
Music
Special 

(:35) Hors
d'ondes

(:10) Vivaldi: 
The Four 
Seasons Bowling  (:35) Late, 

Late Show
PR Maxx (:35) E.T.

Canada
The Daily 
Show

Pass Da Mic (:35) Conan 
O'Brien

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

South Park M*A*S*H 

(:05) Jimmy
Kimmel Live

(:35) Conan 
O'Brien

American 
Masters

The Hour 

(:35) Late, 
Late Show

Malcolm in 
the Middle

Connected 
Reflections 

PM

MID
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SUNDAY

Dec. 16

MONDAY

Dec. 17

TUESDAY

Dec. 18

WEDNESDAY

Dec. 19

THURSDAY

Dec. 20

FRIDAY

Dec. 21

SATURDAY

Dec. 22

SUNDAY

Dec. 23

MONDAY

Dec. 24

TUESDAY

Dec. 25

WEDNESDAY

Dec. 26

THURSDAY

Dec. 27

FRIDAY

Dec. 28

SATURDAY

Dec. 29

SUNDAY

Dec. 30

MONDAY

Dec. 31

TUESDAY

Jan. 01

WEDNESDAY

Jan. 02

THURSDAY

Jan. 03

FRIDAY

Jan. 04

SATURDAY

Jan. 05

Closed

Closed

Closed Closed Closed Open Open Open Open

Closed Open Open Open Open

Closed

Open

Closed Open Open

RECYCLING DEPOT

Holiday Hours

Regular hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10 am - 5 pm  349 Rainbow Road  •  537-1200
The Recycling Depot is operated by SSI Community Services Society.

Closed Open

538-0318
ssiconservancy@saltspring.com

The Salt Spring Island Conservancy 
sends the warmest of holiday greetings 

to all of our wonderful volunteers, 
directors, members, supporters, and 

partners. Your work to benefi t 
Salt Spring’s natural world is 

greatly appreciated.

JOHN BALLARD ENT. LTD.
2935 Jacob Road, Duncan       Call us today 250-746-4313

We offer:

T
  v

T

WITH 
NO RUN OUT
GUARANTEE! Local People. Local Company.

Avoid Soaring 
Heating Oil Costs...
Call us today for all of your heating
oil, commercial deliveries, cardlock
fueling and lubricant requirements.
We offer great service at competitive prices.

SPECIAL 
DISCOUNT 

FOR MOBILE 
HOME PARKS!

Serving Salt Spring Island and the Cowichan Valley!

Second Chance?
(or third!)(or third!)

Snowed out 
Salt Springers will be at 

SALT SPRING WINERY
Sunday, December 23

12 noon - 5 pm

If you missed the opportunity 
to shop for Salt Spring made 

gifts, please join us.

653-9463

❆❆nce?

S

❆❆❆❆
se join us.join us

653-9463653-94636653 9463653 94666

�

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

SEASONAL SINGING:  Fernwood Elementary School choir members perform at a 

Christmas concert. Fulford and Salt Spring Elementary schools hold their events tonight. 

STORY CONTEST

Dragons, trolls, good and evil 
form Christmas story plots
Young writers’ 

creativity comes 

through again

The Driftwood’s annual 
Christmas Story Writing 
contest proved once again 
that the Gulf Islands can 
boast a Santa sack full of lit-
erary enthusiasm among its 
young people.

A total of 148 stories were 
received from children aged 
four through 12 this year 
and categories were drafted 
depending on the number 
of entries collected from 
writers of each age.

Of note this year is that 
fi ve pairs of siblings appear 
in the winners and honour-
able mention list.

As always, the Driftwood’s 
trusty troupe of retired 
teachers and literature afi-
cionados, coordinated by 
the inimitable Alex Mitchell, 
handled judging duties.

Winners and writers of 
stories receiving an honour-
able mention from judges 
are as follows: 

Age 4-6: First place, Jose-
phine O’Donnell; second 

place, Alistair Hayne; hon-
ourable mention, Sophie 
Gold and Liam McGuire.

Age 7: First place, Joely 
Welsh; second place, Jimmy 
Steel; honourable men-
tion, JJ Pomeroy and Aidan 
Sutherland.

Age 8: First place, Zoe 
Cullen-Lahay; second place, 
Lyyli Kennedy; honourable 
mention, Hannah Grant, 
Oliver Roveda, Genevieve 
Lightfoot, Catelyn Creswick, 
Alexandra Barnes, Shael 
Lampard and Aidan Haigh.

Age 9: First place, Norees 
Gasper; second place, Harry 
Yardley; honourable men-
tion, Nicholas Howe and 
Nixie Palm. 

Age 10: First place, Olivia 
Hayne; second place, Sebas-
tian Howe; honourable men-
tion, Owen Twaites, Jenna 
Aston and Jared McGuire.

Age 11-12: First place, 
Hannah Pearson; second 
place, Elise Pearson; hon-
ourable mention, Ari Neville 
and Emily Dunsmuir. 

First and second-place 
stories appear in this issue 
of the Driftwood, with some 
honourable mention stories 

published as space permits 
this week and next. 

Winners may also pick up 
their cheques ($30 for first 
place and $20 for second) at 
the Driftwood offi ce.

Another winner is the 
Grade 2-3 classroom of 
Shelly Johnson at Fulford 
Elementar y.  Dr i f twood 
Publishing Ltd. will provide 
$100 to a charity of the class’ 
choice. 

All classes achieving 100 
per cent participation in the 
contest were entered in the 
random draw. 

This year that included 
all three Salt Spring Centre 
School classes, ranging from 
students in kindergarten 
through Grade 5, plus Jim 
Lightfoot’s class of Grade 
4-5 writers from Fulford 
Elementary, and the Grade 
4-5 students of Stella Wein-
ert and Marie Mullen at Salt 
Spring Elementary. 

The charity prize was 
introduced in 2003 to 
encourage more participa-
tion in the story contest, 
and several classrooms have 
risen to the challenge every 
year since.

Trouble with the 
Abominable Snowman and the Yeti

BY JIMMY STEEL
A G E  7  C A T E G O R Y

S E C O N D  P L A C E

Once there was an Abom-
inable Snowman. Nobody 
liked him except the Yeti 
who lived in a cave in the 
Snow Village. Every Christ-
mas the Abominable Snow-
man never got anything, 
except a lump of coal. So he 
tried to think of a plan. He 
thought of a brilliant plan. 

He went over to the Yeti’s 
house and told him his plan. 
It was, “You, Yeti, fi nd some 
rope to fi t around Santa, put 
it just over the roof of the lit-
tle girl’s house on Saltspring 

Way. Santa will get stuck!”
But little did they know 

Santa was watching and he 
told his elves to make him 
bigger. 

That night was Christmas 
Eve. Santa was going to go 
to the little girl’s house and 
put the trap where the Yeti 
and Abominable Snowman 
were hiding and catch them 
instead of him! It worked 
perfectly. But out of the blue 
came a new Abominable 
Snowman and a new Yeti!

“Oh no,” said Santa. But 
he knew what to do. 

He pressed the button on 
his nose. He went down the 

chimney. Little did Santa 
know, the Yeti had gone 
down the chimney with 
him, but the Yeti got stuck 
in the chimney. When the 
little girl’s mom lit the fi re, 
his behind got burnt! Santa 
said, “Ha! Ha! Ha!”

When Santa got home he 
had a big party. He invited 
everyone in Snow Village 
except the Yeti and the 
Abominable Snowman. 
From then on the Yeti and 
the Abominable Snowman 
never hurt anyone because 
they knew what Santa would 
do to them, and you know 
too. (If you read this story.)

GISS art contest winners named as well
Winning artwork in the Driftwood’s annual Christmas cover contest is also featured in this 

section of the paper. 
In addition to the fi rst place winner (submitted by Umi Inoue) on Page A1, second and 

third place covers can be found on Page B13, plus more favourites on Page B27.
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Island Women Against Violence is a non-profi t society dedicated 
to helping women and children affected by violence and abuse.

Our programs:
• Salt Spring Island Transition House 
• Women’s Outreach Services
• Stopping the Violence Counselling for Women
• Children Who Witness Abuse Counselling 
• “Transitions” Thrift Store

“Transitions” Thrift Store thanks the wonderful volunteers who 
give their time and talents to the store, the generous folks who 
donate goods and our loyal customers. We could not do this 
without you.
Special thanks to Ace Courier for their extraordinary volunteer
efforts in support of “Transitions”.
“Transitions” is a fundraising venture owned and 
operated by IWAV since 1997. Profi ts go 
towards supporting our services for 
women and children.

Our sincere thanks go out to each and every 
person who supports us throughout the year.

WWishing you Peace Wishing you Peace 
this Holiday Seasonthis Holiday Season

❄❄

Wishing Everyone a Safe and Wishing Everyone a Safe and 
Wonderful Christmas SeasonWonderful Christmas Season

103 Hereford Ave.
Tel. 537-1464

Morningside-Fulford
Movie Gallery
NE Fitness
Raven St. Market Café
ReMax
Royal LePage
Rock Salt
Rogue’s Café
Senior’s Centre
Seabreeze Motel
Seaside Fish & Chip
Sotheby’s Realty
Salt Spring Coffee Co.
Salt Spring Books
Salt Spring Inn
Salt Spring Physio
Sears
Shipstones
Skin Sensations
Sports Traders
Studio One
The Local
The Fritz
Thrifty’s (Flower Shop)
TJ Beans
TLC
Transitions
Uptown Pizza
Uniglobe
Vesuvius Store
Vesuvius Ferry on Board

Admiral’s
Apple Photo
Barb’s Buns
B-Side
Café El Zocolo
Calvin’s
Chamber Offi ce
Core Inn
Creekhouse
Dagwoods
Embe Bakery
Fitness Friends
Fulford Inn
Fulford Ferry
Golf Course
GISS
Greenwoods
Golden Island
GVM
Hospital
Harbour Foods
Harbour House Hotel
Harlan’s
Home Hardware
Island Savings
Island Star Video
Jana’s Bakery
Library
Love My Kitchen
Long Harbour Terminal
Moby’s
Meadowbrook

    GULF ISLANDS

W E E K E N D E R  w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s . n e t free at the 
following locations:

A
A
B
B
C
C
C
C
C
D
E
F
F
F
G
G
G
G
G
H
H
H
H
H
Is
Is
J
L
L
L
M
M

THIS WEEK:
Santa’s here!!

Buttercup’s Rescue
BY HANNAH PEARSON
A G E  1 2  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

Copper nickered softly 
as he saw Joe making her 
way over to his stall. Joe 
lugged all her tack over to 
Copper’s warm, cozy stall 
where he and Buttercup 
(her brother’s little mare) 
were munching on hay and 
enjoying their carrots. She 
tacked up quickly for a nice 
ride in the trails.

As Joe rode, her mind 
wandered with the excite-
ment of Christmas the 
next day, so that she could 
hardly concentrate. She was 
dreaming of all her pres-
ents. She did not realize that 
snow was coming down 
hard, that it was getting late 
and darker outside, and 
Copper was getting tired. 

She didn’t realize she was 
going off trail. She didn’t 
even hear her own stomach 
growl. She didn’t notice that 
she should soon be at home 
having her Christmas Eve 
dinner with her family, until 
she was awoken from her 
thoughts by a fl ock of birds.

Joe pulled Copper to a 
halt and looked around. 

Where was she? Joe knew 
she had to get back soon. 
She decided to just follow 

her tracks home and it all 
would be fi ne. It was fi ne 
until Joe came to a blank 
canvas of snow. A thick, 
fresh coat covered Copper’s 
tracks. 

Joe’s heart raced. She 
reached into her pocket to 
fi nd her mom’s cell phone 
missing. Suddenly Joe 
remembered she hadn’t 
even told anyone she was 
leaving. She looked at her 
watch. Offi cially late for 
dinner. Cold, tired and hun-
gry, Joe hopped off Copper 
to look around.

By now, Joe could only 
see a few feet in front of 
her. Surely not safe to ride. 
Joe led Copper around for 
what seemed like hours, but 
didn’t seem to get any-
where. 

Snow was really com-
ing down hard.  While Joe 
walked, she thought about 
how easily she would 
give up all her Christmas 
presents for her and Copper 
to be home safe with her 
family. 

She realized that the true 
meaning of Christmas to 
her was just being with her 
family and doing typical 
family traditions, and cel-
ebrating! Joe missed every-
thing about Christmas, 

even having millions of 
pictures taken of her every 
few minutes. It was really 
daydreaming of presents 
that got her into this mess.

Joe pouted softly and 
wrapped her arms around 
her shivering pony’s neck.

“I just want to go home,” 
Joe called out. 

Her own voice startled 
her. Copper’s ears suddenly 
lurched forward. Joe heard 
the slightest little noise in 
the distance. 

Copper whinnied loudly. 
The noise came again, then 
again, and again, each time 
closer and closer. 

Copper whinnied even 
louder (if that was possible). 
Then Joe heard probably 
one of the happiest noises 
she ever heard: Buttercup’s 
whinny (she knew that 
sound off by heart) and not 
too far away.

Joe cried out. She heard 
voices. Then she saw 
Buttercup, her mom, her 
dad and her brother. Joe 
screamed. Her whole body 
shivered, not from the cold 
but from happiness. She 
wasn’t quite sure if this was 
the best Christmas ever 
or maybe even the worst . 
. . but thank goodness for 
horses.

Toby’s Christmas
BY ELISE PEARSON
A G E  1 2  C A T E G O R Y 

S E C O N D  P L A C E

Toby snuggled closer to his mother, 
blocking himself from the cold. Her fur was 
covered with snow, but he was cozy, warm 
and safe. 

His mother and sister were sleeping 
quietly, while he was restless and wanted to 
play. He nudged his sister’s tummy, trying 
to wake her. 

“Come play,” he whispered. Clara stirred 
but did not wake.

Millions of stars fi lled the sky, and look-
ing up at them, he felt like the only bear on 
earth. He got up and walked around, the 
stars clouding his thoughts.

Toby began to wander away from his 
mother and sister, after seeing a fl ash of 
light. His mother had told him about the 
northern lights, but he had never seen 
them this close before. He loped for a long 
time until he was right under them. He 
stared up, bewildered by their brightness 
and beauty.

Then he saw something out of place: fl y-
ing reindeer and a big brown thing behind 
it, with bright colours on it, and a small 
pink and red animal he had never seen 
before.

At fi rst, he was frightened and turned 
to run back to his mother. However, she 

was not there. He looked all around him 
but all he could see was white prairie. Fear 
surrounded him like a black hole. He called 
out, so caught up in his own thoughts that 
he didn’t see the sleigh land only 30 metres 
away, or a jolly man dressed in red get out 
and walk towards him. 

Toby had his back turned to the man and 
was so worried about how he was lost that 
he didn’t even see the man walk towards 
him. The man was only a metre away and 
the sound of his boot crunching against the 
snow brought Toby back to reality.

Toby turned his head towards the man, 
so afraid he couldn’t move. 

“You look lost, little feller. My name is 
Nick, you can call me Santa,” the man said.

Toby shuddered under the sound of the 
man’s voice. Santa picked up the little polar 
bear and carried him back to his sleigh. 

Even though Toby was frightened, he 
couldn’t help feeling content, for the man 
was warm and gentle, and his strength 
overpowered the little bear. Up, up, up they 
went into the chilly night sky. Toby fell fast 
asleep. 

When he woke, it was day and his sister 
was jumping and playing around him.

Toby didn’t know if it had all been a 
dream . . .  but he would never forget the 
man’s kindness, and the best Christmas of 
his life.

The Puppy Who 
Found Christmas

BY JOELY WELSH
A G E  7  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

When Buster was a little puppy he had to leave his 
mother. He went with some people. They all said, “Good 
dog!”

But Buster grew out of being good. They all said, “You 
are more trouble than you are worth.”

One dark night they took Buster to a place in town he 
didn’t know. The cars’ headlights shone like fi erce eyes at 
Buster. He got scared and ran across the road. The drivers 
rolled down their windows and yelled at the puppy.

He started to walk up driveways, but every driveway he 
went up, nobody wanted him.

He saw some carollers so he went with them and they 
walked up a driveway.

The door opened and a handful of cookies reached out. 
The carollers said, “Thank you, Mr. Marlan.”

Mr. Marlan said, “One for you and one for you.”
A little girl said, “And one for the little puppy!”
Buster was very happy living with Mr. Marlan.

BY JOSEPHINE 
O’DONNELL
A G E  4 - 6  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

It was around Christmas. 
Emma got on a plane to the 
North Pole by mistake. She 
walked on ice until she saw 
a big building full of elves. 
The elves put her in a big 
box of presents because 
they thought that she was a 
toy. It had her name on it. 

Then she opened a pres-
ent. She found a doll. Then 
the box got shipped to her 
house and when her mom 
opened the box Emma was 
there! Her mom was so 
happy.

Emma’s 
Christmas 
Adventure
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DAVE WHEATON PONTIAC BUICK GMC • 382.7121   |  1.800.890.3338

22867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • www.davewheatongm.com

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SSAVE SAVE SAVE 
$$1000-$1000-$1000-

$$10,000 OR$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FFREE CAR!FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SSAVE SAVE SAVE 
11% GST1% GST1% GST

NNOWNOWNOW
RREBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FFINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$$1000$1000$1000
MMINIMUM FORMINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YYOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IIF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SSIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

Loaded

2007 GMC SIERRA 2500
DURAMAX DIESEL

MSRP $56,850
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$11,845
-------------------------

NOW 
$44,995 LESS*

OR

MMINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$11,845$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

Last
One

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

2007 GMC SIERRA 
1500 HYBRID

MSRP $39,155
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$6,160
-------------------------

NOW 
$32,955 LESS*

OR

Loaded

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$6,160$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

FOR DETAILS

2007 GMC SIERRA 
1500 CREWCAB 4WD

MSRP $44,155
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$6,160
-------------------------

NOW 
$37,995 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$6,160$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

Last
One

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

Loaded

2007 PONTIAC
TORRENT

MSRP $28,905
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$2,910
-------------------------

NOW 
$25,995 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$2,910$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

2007 PONTIAC
WAVE SE

MSRP $19,670
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$3,000
-------------------------

NOW 
$16,670 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$3,000$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

Power
Everything

Air

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

I-Pod
& Alloys 
Included

2007 PONTIAC
WAVE

MSRP $16,410
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$2,415
-------------------------

NOW 
$13,995 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$2,415$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

Leather
Hard
Top

2007 PONTIAC
G6 CONVERTIBLE

MSRP $42,010
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$7,015
-------------------------

NOW 
$34,995 LESS*

OR

Demo

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$7,015$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

0%-72 mo. financing OAC

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$22,500$22,500

MMINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$5,345$5,345$5,345

2007 GMC SIERRA
1500 CREWCAB

MSRP $38,340
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$5,345
-------------------------

NOW 
$32,995 LESS*

OR

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

Z71 +

LEATHER
Last
One

2867 DOUGLAS STREET AT TOPAZ • 

SAVE SAVE 
$1000-$1000-

$10,000 OR$10,000 OR

FREE CAR!FREE CAR!

SAVE SAVE 
1% GST1% GST

NOWNOW
REBATES UP TO $5000 REBATES UP TO $5000 
FINANCING FROM 0%FINANCING FROM 0%

$1000$1000
MINIMUM FORMINIMUM FOR

YOUR OLD CAR!YOUR OLD CAR!
$1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK $1000 OFF ANY HD TRUCK 

IF YOU OWN ANY FULL IF YOU OWN ANY FULL 
SIZE TRUCK*SIZE TRUCK*

MMINIMUMMINIMUMMINIMUM
DDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$$22,500$22,500$22,500

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,345$5,345

2007 GMC 
YUKON XL DENALI

MSRP $76,340
MINIMUM DISCOUNT 

$22,500
-------------------------

NOW 
$53,840 LESS*

OR

Demo

ALL
OPTIONS

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$11,845$11,845

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$10,185$10,185

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$8,138$8,138

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$7,015$7,015

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,439$4,439

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,545$5,545

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,000$5,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,335$4,335

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,400$4,400

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,415$2,415

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$5,130$5,130

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$3,000$3,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,000$6,000

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$4,025$4,025

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$6,160$6,160

MINIMUMMINIMUM
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
$2,910$2,910

hinking of building ?g of building ?

pickstone design
■ Creating spaciousness does not mean it has to be big...
■ Creating unique character does not mean it has to be expensive...
■ Creating a home that fulfi lls your needs, your dreams and 
  your budget.

                                           Michael Pickstone  537-5967

Taste of theTaste of the
           Wild           WildSatisfy your dog or cat’s 

instinctual cravings

Roasted Fowl, Venison,
Bison, Smoked Salmon, Canine 

& Feline Formulas

GRAIN FREE
LEAN PROTEIN
Antioxidants
Chelated Minerals
Omega Fatty Acids

DUNCAN PETSDUNCAN PETS 350 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan 
250.746.4833

MORE COVER ART: Second and third place winners in the Driftwood’s annual cover art contest went to two Grade 11 students. Above left, is Danica Lundy’s candle theme submission, 

while above right is a whimsical “jungle” theme by Jasper Snow Rosen. Runners-up can be found on Page B27.

Order your
Driftwood

gift subscription
today.

It’s a good read.



Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

20 gifts under $10

Downtown Ganges 537-2701

■■✓ Sudsy Soaps
■■✓ Gifts Galore
■■✓  Blissful Bubbles

Remember, we 

 
for free!

152A Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T8

Tel: 250-537-1654  •  Fax: 250-537-4896

Toll Free: 1-888-267-8111

R. Joni 
Ganderton 

MBA  CFP
Investment Advisor

and Financial Planner

Steve
Somerset

Investment Advisor

BMO               Nesbitt Burns

DR. ANDREA VARJU
OPTOMETRIST

                    158 A Fulford-Ganges Road
537-4356

»

Electronics Inc.

Salt Spring’s Satellite Internet

Merry Christmas to all our clients
                       Satellite TV

                   Satellite Radio

Come in and 

talk to us

www.thesourcecc.com

162 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD  •  537-4522
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MENSMENS
andand

LADIESLADIES

150 Fulford-Ganges Road • 537-9668

We’re the Biggest,We’re the Biggest,
 “Little” Music Store! “Little” Music Store!

(AND WE’RE OVERSTOCKED FOR CHRISTMAS)

ACOUSTIC & ELECTRIC GUITARS, CAPOS, TUNERS, 
TAMBOURINES, SHAKERS, RATTLERS, MIDI KEYBOARDS, 

GIFT CERTIFICATES, DJEMBES, CD’S, HORNS, AND MORE...

Make every recipe a success with exotic
gourmet foods, organic meats & poultry

ADMIRAL’S
SPECIALTY FOODS

SUSHI!
146 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-5088

537-2999 

152 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

Worry free

gift cards

$10 

and up

ROBES • PJ’S • SW
EATERS • STOCKING STUFF

ER
S 

• S
OC

KS
 •

ROBES • PJ’S • SW
EATERS • STOCKING STUFF

ER
S 

• S
OC

KS
 •

MEN’S and WOMEN’SMEN’S and WOMEN’S

“Have a Merry 
Christmas!”

From all the staff at Island Star
* CONVENIENTLY OPEN 

7 DAYS A WEEK

Take time out to pause and say... 

Closed Christmas Day
for a staff holiday!

156 C Fulford-Ganges Rd.,
(next to Mark’s Work Warehouse) 

537-4477

ISLAND OWNED SINCE 1996

our Best Wishes for
the Brightest Holiday

Season ever!

from all of us at

Creekhouse

           

   Warm Winter Blessings to you, and
                  those you love...

May the New Year nurture love and compassion.
And may beauty surround you always.

From all of us at Windflower Moon.
148 Fulford-Ganges Road 528-1889

Christmas Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10-5, Fri. Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5

Merry Christmas
to all our

 Clients and Friends!

Dr. Lorraine Machell Inc.

DRS. LORRAINE MACHELL
& DAVID WEBB

Family Dentistry
164A Fulford-Ganges Rd.

537-5222 Mon.-Sat.

www.creekhouserealty.com  / creekhouse@saltspring.com 
537-5553  Toll Free: 1-888-608-5553 • 164 Fulford-Ganges Road

DICK TRORY         JUANITA HUTTON-POTTS            KATHY MARA                    FIONA WALLS                    DAVE WALLS

ALLAN BRUCE                 NEACOL MILLER                  ANNE MILLER                   PHYLLIS BOLTON              ERIC BOOTH

RICK ALEXANDER MIKE HARDY

Season’s Greetings
from

Creekhouse Realty



USE A “DESIGNATED” DRIVER
AND HAVE A

HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

HARBOUR HOUSE
537-5571

115 Desmond Cres., 
Ganges

537-2513

Have a Safe 
Happy Holiday

SAUNDERS SUBARU
                       1-888-898-9911Sales & Service 

Bob Saunders GET HOME 
SAFELY!

THETHE LOCAL BAR LOCAL BAR
Drinking and Driving...

Don’t even think about it!

Merry Christmas from Moby’s 
new management and staff.

PLEASE DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE

MeMe & Ron’s
TOWING 

Bring em back alive
Don’t drink and drive

537-9383

THINK OF YOUR LOVED ONES...

Don’t Drink and Drive

Be Responsible this Holiday SeasonBe Responsible this Holiday Season

D   N’T
DRINK
DRIVE!DRIVE!

&&

Arrive Alive!
DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE

Happy Holidays!
from

1-800-655-3707
5 MIN. FROM THE FERRY!

Enjoy the 
Holiday Season
PLEASE DRIVE RESPONSIBLY

Li Read

Salt Spring

TIM DUKE
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Phone: 

537-8887
Prompt 
Service

Fair Pricing
smiles every day!

537-1522

Have Fun!
But...be safe!

Drive safely this holiday season

Don’t Drink and Drive 
this 

Holiday Season

SALT SPRING
AUTO PARTS GROUP

Enjoy the Holiday Season 
but

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE
HARBOURS END 

MARINE & EQUIPMENT
122 Upper Ganges Road at the head of Ganges Harbour

537-4202

Drink or Drive...
the choice is yours.

Always use 
your seatbelt!

Wishing you a safe and responsible 
holiday season.

Cornerstone 
Driving School

538-1733
cornerstonedrivingschool@yahoo.ca

506 Finlayson at Burnside in Victoria

1-888-388-6921

Be Safe!

The problem with drinking and 
driving is...The MOURNING after!

AT THE SALT SPRING ISLAND GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 537-1760

evriders@telus.net   www.evriders.ca

ELEC
Ca

Trans

• Quiet • HAVE A SAFE 
AND HAPPY 

FESTIVE SEASON

Mon.- Fri. 8:30-5 pm / Sat.9 - 3 pm
537-5527  /  1-888-537-5527

ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS SAFELY

Don’t Drink and Drive

This message brought to you This message brought to you 
by these community minded by these community minded 
businesses.businesses.
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Don’t Drink & Drive

You’ll Stay Alive

Victoria BMW

MINI Victoria

116 Fulford-Ganges Road  •  537-8603
Monday - Friday 9:30am - 4:30pm

Don’t drink and drive!
 Enjoy Your Holiday.

Have your 
“one for the road” at home!

Get home safely......

LIQUOR STORE
across from Centennial Park

“THE LOCAL”
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CHRISTMAS STORIES

SALT SPRING ISLAND  537-9896  •  MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

This includes exquisite jewellery, 
international collections of antiques, 

including Birk’s old English sterling silver settings, 
Gorham Melrose patterns, Limoge dinnerware, 

Victorian & Edwardian furniture.

Don’t forget our collection of unique 
Christmas trees & ornaments.

For the perfect Christmas Gift!

40%      

60%
to

Our entire inventory including 
antiques is now on display

OFF

Christmas Overload, 
Help Wanted!

BY SEBASTIAN HOWE
A G E  1 0  C A T E G O R Y

S E C O N D  P L A C E

“We have a system 
overload,” the loudspeaker 
blared. “Repeat, we have 
a system overload. The 
assembly line is shutting 
down.”

“Drat!” the head Santa 
swore as he heard the 
announcement. 

“Tell the Santa clones to 
order their elves to hand-
make the toys, double their 
hours and halve their coffee 
breaks. And hurry.”

“Yes, sir,” said His Royal 
Chubbiness, the head elf.

“What?!” Colonel Elf said, 
as he was told by Santa #437 
to double the elves’ hours.

“What?!” Commander Elf 
said, as he was told by Santa 
#93 to halve the elves’ coffee 
breaks.

Everybody was in an 
outrage.

Santa murmured to 
himself, “This will never 
get fi nished in time. I guess 
I have to press the big red 
button. Well, here goes.” 
Then he lifted the safety 
latch, pushed the button 
and a metallic voice said, 
“ABDUCTO-BOTS ACTI-
VATED.”

Meanwhile, Bill was 
woken by a strange whirring 
noise. 

The room was lit up 
with a green light. Then he 
started to fl oat like he was 
in water. 

A bright white light 
flashed and enveloped 
the green light and he 
found himself in the 
middle of a small square 
white room.

There was a door in one 
wall and a piece of paper on 
the fl oor. 

He started to wonder 
what to do when out of a 
small black box in one of 
the corners came a robotic 
voice.

“You are one of 300 
children especially chosen 

to help Santa manufacture 
toys. You will be paid in free 
toy coupons. Do not worry, 
your parents have been told 
that you have won a free 
trip in a contest, so they 
won’t miss you. You will 
fi nd full instructions on the 
piece of paper on the fl oor. 
BEEEP!”

Still in shock, Bill picked 
up the piece of paper and 
read the directions. “1. Exit 
the room. 2. Follow the 
arrows. 3. Go into room 19. 
4. Await instructions.”

Bill opened the door and 
walked into a hallway with 
bright green arrows along 
the wall and the sound of 
“Jingle Bells” all around. 

On either side of him 
other children were doing 
the same. There were 
numbered doors along the 
hallway. 

He soon found and 
entered room 19 where 
three other children were 
waiting. 

There was also a min-
iscule elf sitting on a tall 
stool with a stepladder 
down the side like a mini 
lifeguard chair. The elf, in a 
high-pitched voice, chirped, 
“Observe,” and started 
working on a block of wood 
with a strange tool. 

“We will be making toy 
trains.”

After a 15-minute lesson, 
they set to work. 

The little elf helped 
them and gave them help-
ful tips.

After hours of work, the 
clock chimed twelve and 
the elf gave them three toy 
coupons and sent them 
back to the small white 
rooms. 

In a fl ash of green and 
white light, Bill was back 
home.

When Bill woke the next 
morning, he wondered if it 
had been just a dream. 

But in his stocking he 
found a note saying, “Thank 
you! Signed, Santa.”

Christmas Surprise
BY NOREES SOPHIE 
GASPER
A G E  9  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

In a small town in Florida 
there was a small house 
with a pointy roof and 
straight green curtains. This 
was the home of 11-year-
old Hanna Richards. She 
had long brown hair and 
always wore it up in braids.

Hanna was getting ready 
for bed on Christmas Eve. 
She had put out the cookies 
and milk, and then she put 
on her sleeper and climbed 
into bed. It was the middle 
of the night and lightning 
fl ashed outside. Hanna 
couldn’t sleep, so she decided 
to go to her mom and dad’s 
room. But when she got there 
the bed was empty! 

But the closet was open 
so Hanna walked over to 
the closet and looked into 
it. There was a big big big 
slide! As she climbed onto 
the slide, she wondered 
where it went and if it were 
safe. Her stomach gave a 
fl ip as she zoomed down 
it. The closer she got to the 

bottom the colder it got. 
“That’s weird,” said Hanna. 

She closed her eyes tight, 
which was a good thing 
because Hanna’s stomach 
gave another fl ip as she 
crashed into the snow. “What 
in the world?” she cried.

As Hanna uncovered 
herself, she saw a sign that 
said, “This way to Santa’s 
workshop.”

“Oh my gosh, I’m in the 
North Pole!” Hanna looked 
down, and to her amazement 
she was wearing snow boots 
and snow pants. “I guess 
Santa really is close by.”

So Hanna stood up and 
started on her way. Then 
a thought hit her. What if 
her parents didn’t want 
her there? All of a sudden 
Hanna got very nervous and 
started to panic. Without 
knowing what her legs were 
doing, Hanna started to run 
as fast as she could towards 
a red-dressed man.

Soon Hanna ran out of 
breath because the snow 
was up to her waist, but 
strangely the man was mov-
ing quickly and swiftly. As 

he came closer she realized 
that he was Santa Claus. 
“Oh my gosh, it’s him?”

“Are you cold, my dear?”
Hanna realized how cold 

she was as she climbed into 
Santa’s sleigh. “Where do 
you live?” he asked.

“I’m not sure, but my 
name is Hanna Richards.”

“Oh, your parents work 
for me,” said Santa.

“Yes,” said Hanna. “Now 
I know.”

“Let’s go,” said Santa. 
They fl ew over cities and 
towns. They got to Hanna’s 
house and she got off onto 
the roof.

“Thanks,” she said.
“No problem,” said Santa.
She hugged all the rein-

deer.
“You’re welcome to come 

any time,” Santa said, and 
then Hanna watched Santa 
fl y away. She climbed down 
the dark sooty chimney. 
Hanna hadn’t slept much 
that night but in the morn-
ing she opened presents 
and laughed with her mom 
and dad about her adven-
ture.

Driftwood cover 

art judges were 

amused by this 

submission 
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Nilsson. Cover 

art fi nalists can 

be found on 

Pages B13 and 

B27.
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Ronald Besley 
& Sons Inc.

Design & Build

RONALD BESLEY
LIC.#29029

TEL: 250.537.8885
EMAIL: rbesley@telus.net

Custom houses, additions and renovations

Your import car 
specialists

319 RAINBOW ROAD 
537-4331

Pretzel Motors

5353535353537-7777 434343434331313131
CLOSED DEC. 24 - JAN. 8

Happy Holidays 
                                         from the 

Pretzel Boys!

CHRISTMAS MARKET IN THE PARK
Saturday, December 22nd • 10 am - 2 pm
Arts, Crafts, Clothing and All Kinds of Foods

ALL MARKET VENDORS WELCOME
(Winter vending permit required from PARC of  ce)

For more information contact:
David 653-2300 / Heather 653-4809

...THE REVIVAL OF A SALT SPRING CHRISTMAS TRADITION

SALT SPRING
Sheet Metal Ltd.

REDUCE YOUR HEATING COSTS!

Henry Van Unen  •  538-0100
165 Eagle Ridge Drive

With our effi cient, economical heat pumps.
• Air Source Heat Pumps

• Geothermal Heat Pumps

- The Company the Contractors Use -

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

Martinis! $5

PHOTOS BY DERRICK LUNDY

Miles Gillett helps his mom (Sarah) organize and run a table 

at Fernwood Elementary School’s Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

shopping fair held Monday.

The Puffl e’s Adventure
BY ZOE CULLEN-LAHAY
A G E  8  C A T E G O R Y

F I R S T  P L A C E

Once upon a time there 
was a puffl e. He lived all 
alone in Iceland. 

One day he got mail. He 
almost didn’t notice the tag 
on the side of his package, 
which said, “Do not open 
until 5 o’clock.” Luckily he 
did so he opened it then.

When he was fi nished 
opening his package he 
looked in and all he saw 
was a ball of paper. “All of 
that work for nothing,” he 
said. Then he picked up the 
ball of paper and opened 
it. Inside was a piece of 
gold. He looked at it for a 
long time and noticed a 
little thing on the back of 
the piece of gold. It said, 
“Greenland gold: magical.”

The little puffl e was so 
happy to have the piece of 
gold. But suddenly Iceland 

began to shake. Then a 
piece of Iceland broke off! 
The puffl e was all alone on 
the piece of ice. Then all of a 
sudden a big table appeared 
from nowhere. On the table 
was a glass of eggnog and a 
plate with cookies.

Then a strange little ani-
mal appeared. The animal 
looked like a monkey. The 
puffl e was afraid, but he 
wanted to know what was 
going on, so he asked the 
animal, “Hello, who are 
you?”

“I’m Mister Christmas,” 
said the animal. “Actually, 
I’m George. I control Christ-
mas. I was the one that gave 
you mail, and I was also 
the one that gave you the 
eggnog and cookies.”

“But where am I going?” 
said the puffl e.

“You’re going to Green-
land.”

“But why?”

“Because there’s a mys-
tery to fi gure out.”

“But what kind of mys-
tery, and why do you want 
me?”

“You need to fi gure it out 
yourself and you’re the only 
one,” said the animal.

“Okay, I’ll do it. Bye.”
“Bye.”
Then the animal disap-

peared and the puffl e fell 
asleep. He woke up and 
found he was on a differ-
ent island. It was Green-
land. He was scared. He 
didn’t know what to do. He 
looked around and as he 
was walking he fell into a 
hole. He was trapped! He 
looked around and found a 
rope and a lot of wire. So he 
decided to make a grap-
pling hook. When he was 
fi nished he came out and 
found he was in a mine. 
That’s probably where the 
gold came from.

So he looked around 
and found a person. The 
puffl e thought the person 
probably had something 
to do with the mystery. The 
person didn’t see him, but 
the puffl e saw the person. 
So the puffl e ran away and 
climbed on the piece of 
ice and drifted back home. 
Luckily the eggnog was 
still there, and the cookies. 
Then George appeared so 
the puffl e asked him, “What 
was the mystery?”

“There was no mystery!” 
said George. “I was joking.”

The puffl e was upset and 
disappointed.

When he got home he 
was hungry for dinner so he 
got his hat and his fi shing 
rod and caught lots of fi sh. 
He got 198 fi sh and he ate 
them all and he went to bed 
and fell asleep. He dreamed 
of all the fun he would have 
tomorrow.

The Dragon and 
the Snow Bunny
BY ALISTAIR HAYNE
A G E  4 - 6  C A T E G O R Y

S E C O N D  P L A C E

It was Christmas Eve. The stars were bright and the moon 
shone down. 

I looked outside and I saw a snow bunny! It was a magi-
cal bunny! I picked it up and took it home. I made a wish. 
I wished for a baby dragon. He was my favourite dragon. I 
took him outside and he liked it. He really, really liked me 
and he loved my home so we went inside. We hung up our 
stockings and we made our beds. Then, we went to sleep.

In the morning we went down to see what was inside our 
stockings. In my stocking was the snow bunny! 

In the dragon’s stocking was a little note. It said, “You 
have won a treat! Here is some skunk cabbage for you!”

There was another note that said, “Look under the 
Christmas tree . . . .” The dragon looked and there were jet 
wings to help his wings fl y faster! I got a jet pack too so we 
could see lots of different kinds of birds together. We fl ew 
over to see Santa to thank him.

Zoe Bentley makes purchases at a shopping event Monday 

at Fernwood Elementary School .
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#2 - 319 Upper Ganges Road
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• Brakes  • Exhaust  
• Computer Diagnostics
• Tires (New & Used) 
• Lube, Oil & Filter
• Steering 
 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO PREPARE YOUR VEHICLE 
FOR THE PREDICTED SNOW & COLD.

SNOW TIRES STILL AVAILABLE

A Very Merry Christmas 
&  New Year

TO ALL OUR FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS. 
GOD BLESS YOU ALL.

Bill & Dorothy Hitchcock

2 FOR 1 FALL SALE2 FOR 1 FALL SALE
Oct. 25 - Dec. 25 selected frames

GULF ISLANDS 

OPTICAL
OPEN: 10 am - 5 pm • Tues. - Fri.   #4 - 323 Lower Ganges Rd.   537-2648

WHIPPLETREE FURNITURE
WHIPPLETREE JUNCTION COURTYARD

(250) 746-4255 • OPEN DAILY 10-5
www.whippletreefurniture.com

It’s worth 
the drive!

Vancouver Island’s Largest Selection of Italian Leather Furniture

Now over
5500 sq.ft.

of Home
Furnishings!

21st Anniversary
ALL FURNITURE SALE PRICED
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The Christmas Problem in Fander
BY LYYLI KENNEDY
A G E  8  C A T E G O R Y 

S E C O N D  P L A C E

In a small town named Fander in 
California, in a small house, lived 
Sarah Buckwheat. 

She had never been outside of Cali-
fornia before, but she still had a great 
life. She was a very kind and thought-
ful person, but not everyone liked her. 
She had a secret between Santa and 
herself: she was Santa’s helper.

It was two days until Christmas. 
She had to go Christmas shopping 
with her mother. The next morning 
she woke up. She ate her pancakes, 
brushed her teeth, got dressed, 
grabbed her coat and ran out the door. 
She and her mom drove to the mall 
and fi rst went into the toy store. She 
was looking and holding a magic eight 
ball and when no one was looking she 
got sucked into the ball!

It was Santa that pulled her away. 
Surprised, she landed right in front of 
Santa’s desk. She saw him sitting in his 

armchair, reading a Christmas list.
Santa said, “Hello. Sarah, we’ve got 

a problem. Some of the elves are sick 
this year and we don’t have enough 
presents.”

“So what are we going to do?”
“I was thinking that I could give you 

$500 and you could take the magic 
eight ball and buy 20 presents with 
the money I have given you, and you 
could put each present into the magic 
eight ball, and it will go straight to 
me,” Santa said.

“So, are we going to do that?” said 
Sarah.

“Indeed, we are. Here is the money. 
Be careful with it,” Santa said.

“I will.”
Santa sent Sarah back out of the 

magic eight ball and she was back in 
the toy store. Her mother saw her and 
said, “I’ve bought all of the Christmas 
presents. It’s time to go to another 
shop.”

“Okay, one minute. I’ve got to get 
something,” Sarah said. Then she 

ran to get her magic eight ball and 
grabbed it. They went to a variety of 
other stores and bought all of the pres-
ents. Then Sarah stuffed them into 
the magic eight ball and a faint “thank 
you” fl oated from it. They went home, 
had dinner and went to bed.

The next morning was Christmas 
morning, but the only thing Sarah 
found under the tree was a note that 
said, “Look in your wardrobe.” Sarah 
ran upstairs, opened her wardrobe and 
saw a whole new set of tons of beauti-
ful tops, pants, skirts, etc. Then she 
went over to her dresser and saw four 
rectangular pieces of paper. It turned 
out they were four tickets to Hawaii! 

“Yippy!” shouted Sarah, as she ran 
downstairs. “We are going to Hawaii!” 
she shouted down to her parents. 
They got so excited that they started 
to jump up and down. They had their 
usual pancakes for breakfast and 
then they went back to bed and Sarah 
thought about Santa and next Christ-
mas.

An Elf Stole Christmas
BY HARRY YARDLEY
A G E  9  C A T E G O R Y

S E C O N D  P L A C E

Once on the 23rd of 
December, all the elves had 
made loads of presents and 
they were so tired they went 
to bed early.

They had made 
60,000,0000 presents for all 
the kids in the world. 

But a bad elf stole all the 
presents when everyone 
was sleeping. 

He hid them in the base-
ment of the workshop. It 
took him all night of the 
23rd. 

When everyone woke up 
they were shocked to see all 
the presents gone. 

They called 912 for the 
special North Pole investi-
gators to look for DNA evi-
dence, fi ngerprints, saliva, 
hairs and footprints. 

So they looked in the 
basement and found the 

bad elf with all the pres-
ents. 

They captured the bad elf 
and put him in elf prison. 
Santa visited him in the 
prison to see why he had 
stolen the presents. The elf 
said, “It’s because you’re so 
jolly, Santa, and I wanted 
to be jolly like you and I 
thought the presents would 
make me happy.”

Santa said, “It’s not the 
presents that make me jolly, 

it’s the joy of seeing the chil-
dren happy when they get 
the presents. Why don’t you 
come with me to deliver the 
presents and see the happy 
children?”

So Santa talked to the 
police and investigators and 
they let the bad elf go with 
Santa. 

From then on he wasn’t 
called the bad elf, he was 
called the Jolly Elf and he 
never stole presents again. 
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Here’s my card...
To advertise in this feature, call 

Tracy Stibbards at 537-9933

Free Scrap Car Removal
Loose metal & appliance drop off

Will pick up. Call for estimates
Sorry, no fridges or freezers
Cash for non-ferrous metals

Toll free: 1-866-548-8335

Call For An Appointment Today

185 Elizabeth Drive

526-0031
erod43@hotmail.com

Hair By Estela
“Sera Bonita”

537-4369 #6 Merchant Mews
315 Upper Ganges Rd.

Blue Velvet
Upholstering

CUSTOM
SLIPCOVERS

Klyne Const uction Consulting

• Pre-construction planning, budgets, contracts and site reviews
• Project Management - residential and commercial

• Hourly or package pricing to meet your needs
• High-end specialists, serving the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island
Al Klyne
250-539-9887

Fax: 1-866-227-2732
alanklyne@telus.net

• HPO Owner Builder consulting

Protect Your Investment

Klyne CoCoConsnstt ucuctitioonn CoConsnsn ulultingg

•• PrPrP e-constrtrucucuctittioonn plplp anananninin ngng, bbubudgdggetetss, cocoonntrararactcttss anannddd sisitte reeviviews
••• PrPrProjojojecece tt MaMaMananagegg mememennnt -t -t rer siiddedentiaaall anananddd cococ mmmmmere ciall

•• HoHoururllyy oorr pap kckaggee prprp icicing to meeett yoyoyourr neneneedededsss
• HiHighgh-e-end sspecciaalilistttsss,, seservrvingg ththee GuGuGulf IsIslaal ndds and VancouuvuveeVV rr Isslalannd
AAll KlKlynynee
250-53539-9-989887877

FaFaax: 1-866-2277-2727322
alalananklklyne@teluuus.nenet

•• HPHPO O OwOwnenerr BuBuuilildeder r consnsulultitingng

PrPrrrotototototo ecececct t tt Yoourur IIInvnvnvesesesstmtmtmttt eneentt

Oni Freeman, MA, MFT
537-7476

Sandtray • Worldplay Practitioner
Miniature “sand play” world building offers 
direct access to the deepest consciousness, 
facilitating a psychotherapeutic or 
transformational process. 
introductory offer

Aqua is distributed throughout the Gulf Islands,
Victoria, the Cowichan Valley and select locations on Vancouver Island.

Gulf Islands Living
- a fi ne read. 
Published by The Driftwood

The latest edition now available!
Featuring       • Holidays in the Gulf Islands

• Painter Nicola Wheston
• Award winning Wilco Construction
• Shelley Easthope & Ki to Health
• Chef Bruce Wood 

  

Call 537-9933    Toll free 1-877-537-9934
Email: sales@gulfi slands.net   Fax: 250-537-2613

AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE INCLUDING:
• Pattersons Market      • Vesuvius Store
• Raven Street Market  • Salt Spring Natureworks
• Driftwood

Gold 2007
Best Special Section Award 
                    CCNA  

   Gold 2007
Best Special SectionAward

BCNYCNA

GULF ISLANDS              LIVING

Aqua is distributed throughout the Gulf Islands,
Cowichan Valley and select locations on Vancouver Island.

GGGGUUUULF IIIISSSSLLLAAAANNNNDDDDSSSSSS               LLLLIIVINNNNGGGG
AQUA

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production team 

time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this format. 

Thanks very much.

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday!

Photo solutions by John Cameron: 537-5830

#4

evriders@telus.net   www.evriders.ca

We’ll install a
hub-motor kit on your favourite ride

and get you back on 2 wheels!
Call Chris Dixon  537-2840

Level out
those hills!

• Quiet
• Pollution Free

Sarah’s Perfect Day
By Olivia Hayne
A g e  1 0  C a t e g o r y

F i r s t  P l ac  e

It is winter on Salt Spring Island. The 
sky is dark and grey. The sun has not 
been seen for weeks. The first downy 
flakes of the season have started to 
fall.

As we walk from the shedrows 
through the falling snow, Sarah’s ears 
pick up the slight sound of sleigh bells 
coming from the field. She remembers 
when she was a filly being harnessed 
up by her owner for a sleigh ride one 
Christmas.

As we walk on she becomes more 
excited as she knows she will be har-
nessed up again. She likes the sound of 
the jingling sleigh bells and the smiles 
on the children’s faces.

As my friend Kate draws nearer, 

Sarah whinnies and neighs for she 
knows that her friend Megan is com-
ing too. I go to the car to get my dog 
Maisie and she jumps out to greet 
Kate’s dog Freckles. The horses don’t 
mind the dogs. They just stand clear.

As the dogs jump into the sleigh I 
go and get Sarah’s harness and reins. 
Her brass bells tinkle as she runs her 
nose along the harness, remembering 
the smell of the leather harness from 
when she was young. 

As I slip her harness over her head 
and bring the reins back into the 
sleigh, I call Maisie and Kate calls 
Freckles, we load up and holler, “Walk 
on.” 

The snow is deep and cold and the 
crunching noise of Sarah’s hooves hit-
ting the snow overtakes the jingling of 
the bells.

Into the depths of the woods we 
travel, in search of the perfect Christ-
mas tree. On our way we pass a group 
of carollers in the village, singing 
beneath the sparkling village lights. 
The moonlight falls on the new fallen 
snow, making it look like diamonds. 
We find our Christmas tree and load 
it up on our sleigh, then head back for 
the stables to unharness the horses. I 
place the jingling harness on its post, 
knowing that there will be another 
day like this next year. The twinkle in 
Sarah’s eye tells me so.

We walk the horses back to their stall 
and give them fresh hay. Arriving back 
home, we decorate the tree and drink 
hot cocoa and biscuits while the horses 
have their hay. We all munch away, 
thinking that this has been the best day 
ever.

Santa’s Missing Sled
By Aidan Sutherland
A g e  7 , 

H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n

Santa’s sled was gone and 
he looked for it everywhere. 
He asked his elves and they 
said they had not seen it.

He went outside to ask his 

reindeer. They did not see it. 
He asked his wife and she 

did not know where it was. 
Then Santa went outside. 

There was his sleigh. 
The elves had washed it 

nice and clean to surprise 
him.

Rainbow Christmas
by Sophia Gold
A g e  4 - 6  C a t e g o r y

H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n

It’s a beautiful day because 
it’s not snowing and the sun 
is out and also a big rain-
bow.

My mom and dad are 
standing under the rainbow 
with my two brothers and 
me. 

We’re looking for the end 
of the rainbow, and at the 
end of the rainbow there 
was a big pot filled with 

presents. We all got a bunch 
of presents, enough for 
everyone we know on Salt 
Spring, because it was a very 
big pot.

The pot  was so big, 
because the rainbow was 
so big. Then we celebrated 
Christmas by unwrapping 
our presents and sharing 
them — if we don’t share 
them, Christmas won’t be 
so fun.

Then Santa brings pres-
ents just for our family.

Christmas Riddles
By J.J. Pomeroy
A g e  7  C a t e g o r y 

H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n

Once upon a time there 
was a troll. He lived in the 
forest. A boy wanted to go 
over the troll’s bridge, but he 
had to answer three riddles 
first. The riddles were:

1. What makes a zebra 
run?

2. What does a rhino eat? 
And

3. What does a monkey 
eat besides bananas?

The boy answered: bones, 
meat and banana peels. He 
was right! The boy got to 
walk across the bridge and 
down the path. 

He met an evil dragon on 
the path. He had to answer 
a question about dragons 
or the dragon would eat 
him. The question was, 
what colours are dragons? 
He answered: blue, red and 
green. He was right again 
and he walked all the way 
home.

When he got home it was 
Christmas Eve. He woke 
up the next day and there 
were presents and he saw a 
shining light. It was a giant 
golden Santa! Behind it the 
monsters were there! Santa 
gave the monsters presents 
too. They turned into nice 
monsters.
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653-4013

“Islanders serving Islanders” since 1963

R         ecycling &         ecycling &
                  Waste ServiceWaste Service

653-9279

• Large cleanups • Large cleanups 
  & recycling  & recycling
• Curbside service• Curbside service

Laurie’sLaurie’s

Y
Why 

advertise?...
because it 

works!

Optometrist

Dr. Andrea N. Varju

537-4356

P

538-5555

rofessional 
 Quality

Pratt & Lambert 
AND PARA

AT

L
For less than $30 a month 

gain access to a North America-
wide network of quality 
attorneys. For info on a 

Pre-Paid Legal membership call 
Nomi, your local Independent 

Associate, for more details: 

537-9299

EGAL SERVICE 
PLANS

A

Easy & 
effi cient

Pop your ad in here. 
No fuss. 

No messing about.  
Just simple 

effective advertising

Call Andrea or Tracy
 537-9933

G
• Licensed Transfer Station

• Scheduled Pickup
• Recycling Service

No Job too Big or Small!

537-2167

arbage 
Pick Up

A 
good price

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT
537-4202122 Upper Ganges Rd. at the head of Ganges Harbour 

$$1791799595
MSRP MSRP $$2292299595

BG 55 Gas Blower
GET THE JOB DONE!

STIHL Gas Blowers

is for Habla!H

SPANISH CLASS
 78:30 PM ∙ 1298 BEDDIS RD. ∙ 5379382

Valuable
space available

CALL TODAY
537-9933

EV
ER

YT
HI

NG
from A to Z

Be the best
business 

you can be. 
Buy this ad 

space.

537-9933

C

Christine Godlonton  
537-0867

www.dinnersreadyonsaltspring.com

Deli Trays 
Always Available

Check out our selection at 
Jana’s Bake Shop & Embe Bakery 

atering from 
2 to 
200

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
D

• DRAPES • 
• SLEEPING BAGS •

• QUILTS • DUVETS • 
• WEDDING DRESSES •

All aspects of fabric care

116 Hereford Ave. • 537-2241
Tues-Fri 8am-5pm • Sat 9am-4pm

rycleaners

Next Generation 
Homes Inc.

More House
Less Money

tel  537-2767    
toll free  800.298.9151

www.NexGenHomes.ca

Quick!
Call Tracy 
or Andrea 
to book 

these spots

537-9933

FAAC
Automatic Gate OpenersAutomatic Gate Openers

Custom Built Aluminum GatesCustom Built Aluminum Gates
Tait Technical Solutions
Authorized Service Technician

537-5268537-5268
samander@telus.netsamander@telus.net

I LOVE 
THIS 
SPOT! SO 

WILL 
YOU!

Just think!!

THIS COULD BE 
YOUR SPACE

CALL TODAY
537-9933

Kowabunga!

YOUR MEAN THIS SPACE 
COULD BE MINE?!!

M

1429 FULFORD-GANGES RD  1429 FULFORD-GANGES RD  
653-4020653-4020

id-Isle Marineid-Isle Marine
and  Equipmentand  Equipment

SALES & SERVICESALES & SERVICE

DON’T FORGET  TO DON’T FORGET  TO 
WINTERIZE YOUR BOAT!WINTERIZE YOUR BOAT!

atellitesatellitesZZ

538-1705538-1705
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Classifi eds 
Place Your Ad 

Beyond Salt Spring
Buy Vancouver Island - $123

Your 25 word classifi ed ad appears in the Driftwood and 
15 community papers on V.I. Over 262,455 readers.

Buy Lower Mainland - $113.45

Your 25 word classifi ed ad appears in 15 community papers in 
the lower mainland. Over 525,455 readers.

Buy BC Interior - $124.95

Your 25 word classifi ed ad appears in 22 community papers 
in the interior. Over 208,856 readers.

BCYCNA Network Classifi eds - $395
Your 25 word classifi ed will appear in more than 110 community 

newspapers in BC and the Yukon. Over 2.3 million readers.

CALL CLAUDIA, KIM OR EVA TODAY 

TO BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED AD!

537-9933
Or email classified@gulfislands.net

DEADLINES

Published Wednesdays
Ad deadline: Monday 4 pm

Too Late To Classify deadline: 10 am Tuesdays

Published FRIDAYS
Ad deadline: Wednesday 4 pm for the Weekender

How to Book Your Ad
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax, 250-537-2613
By email to classifi ed@gulfi slands.net

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. 
Classifi eds are prepaid unless you have an advertising account.

    GULF ISLANDS

W E E K E N D E R w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s . n e t

    GULF ISLANDS

Classifi ed Information
20 words or less $10.95 - Additional words 50¢ each

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY - DRIFTWOOD ONLY - 20 words or less $13.25 - Additional words 50¢ ea
GET YOUR AD NOTICED! Bold and centered headlines $1.00 per line (Not available in Free/Recyclables)

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS - $13.25 per column inch (minimum size one inch)
IN MEMORIAM & CELEBRATION ADS - 1 column x 4” - $27.50 (reg rate $53.00)

OBITUARIES - Wednesday $13.25 per col. inch. Repeat Fri. $6.62 per col. inch. 
Ask about special discounts for obituaries.

New Special Offers
DOUBLE DIP - Buy Wed, get Fri 1/2 price - 1st ad: $10.95/2nd ad: $5.48

Buy Fri. and Wed. (Fri. 1/2 price) - 1st ad: $5.48 / 2nd ad: $10.95  (incl. all classifi cations)
GARAGE SALE (incl. Fri. plus kit & map) 1st ad: $19.95 / 2nd ad: incl

SOLO (incl. all classifi cations)
Buy only Friday: 1st ad: $10.95 / 2nd ad: $8.76

Buy only Wednesday: 1st ad: $10.95 / 2nd ad: $8.76
3 FOR 2 - Get the 3rd ad free! (no refunds - prepaid private party merchandise only)

Buy Wed./Fri./Wed. or Buy Fri./Wed./Fri. 
1st ad: $10.95 / 2nd ad: $10.95 / 3rd ad: free

Please check your ad after the fi rst insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

NOTICES
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HAYWARD’S
FUNERAL SERVICE

PATRICK BEATTIE
Licensed Funeral Director

#22 Merchant Mews
Box 315, Ganges P.O.

SSI, V8K 2V9
Tel: (250) 537-1022
Fax: (250) 537-2012

 9 SEASONAL GREETINGS

Riding Lessons
·accepting adults & children
·school horses available
·will travel
·spaces limited

EC certifi ed level 1 coach

phone   537-8916
cell      537-6588

K
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20 COMING EVENTS

6 DEATHS

8 CARDS OF THANKS

6 DEATHS

Dylan welcomes 

little brother

KAI DAVID

Born September 

22, 2007 in 

Comox, B.C. to 

Kirra & Bruce 

Gullickson, and 

proud Nana

Margie Korrison

v

 5 BIRTHS
PART OF  the baby boom? Call 
Welcome Wagon for a personal 
Baby Visit. Gifts & greetings 
from local businesses and a 
warm welcome for baby. Andrea 
537-8464.
CELEBRATE YOUR new baby 
and put a Celebration Classi-
fied in the Driftwood. To share 
your new bundle of joy with your 
friends and family, call 537-9933 
to book your space

TOKARYK, Sonia 
Marianne passed away 
at the Lady Minto Hospital, 
Salt Spring Island on 
December 10, 2007. She is 
lovingly remembered by her 
daughter, Marlyn (George) 
Freibergs; and her sisters, 
Lillian and Sylvia (Carl).

  Born on July 5, 1916 in Witkow, Saskatchewan, 
Sonia moved to Ottawa in 1941 and relocated 
to Salt Spring Island in the 1990s.
  Prayers will be offered at McCall Bros. Floral 
Chapel, Johnson & Vancouver Streets on Thursday, 
December 20, 2007 at 7:00 pm
A funeral service will be held at McCall Bros. 
Floral Chapel on Friday, December 21, 2007 at 
10:00 am. Interment will follow at Royal Oak 
Burial Park.
  In lieu of  owers, donations may be made to 
the Lady Minto Hospital, 135 Crofton Rd., Salt 
Spring Island, BC V8K 1T1.
  Condolences may be offered to the family at 
www.mccallbros.com   m

DANGEROUS
DON

(Donald Napier)
died peacefully in his 

sleep on Dec. 5th, 
2007. 

  Don moved to Salt 
Spring one year ago to 
battle ALS, which he 

did with great courage.
All those who met 
him will remember 

his warmth and 
charismatic smile. 
He leaves us with a 

sense of humour that 
will not be forgotten.

JOAN ASTILL (NEE: BASKOTT)
 Joan Astill died peacefully at home following 

a lengthy illness.  She was 86.  Joan was born in 
Coventry, England.  As a young woman she loved 
the outdoors and was a member of the Coventry 
Cycling Club where she met Cyril, her partner 
for the next 65 years. They subsequently moved 
to Canada with their young family and settled in 
Deep River, Ontario, where she indulged her other 
passion as a fabric artist and ran North Star Fabric 
and Crafts, a business which prospered because it 
offered women the opportunity to come together 
around the cutting table to work and talk. Joan’s 
warmth and common sense approach to life 
provided the right atmosphere for the sharing of 
intimacies and the exchange of feminine wisdom 
and mutual support.
  On Cyril’s retirement in 1982, Joan moved again 
to the west coast and  nally settled on Salt Spring in 
1990. During that time, she was an active member of 
the Knit Knuts, a Victoria women’s group dedicated 
to the art of machine knitting, and she became a well 
known presence at the Fulford Craft Fair and other 
craft fairs in the area. At home, her kitchen was 
always open to the many visitors who popped in to 
buy eggs or  owers from Cyril’s greenhouse and to 
linger over a cup of coffee and a sample of her famous 
baking skills. She loved her Fulford Valley home and 
her wisdom and love for her family will endure in 
the legacy of caring she provided for her piece of this 
global landscape. She truly has left her heart and her 
footprint in the Fulford Valley.
  Joan is survived by her husband, Cyril; three 
children, David Astill, Susan Astill and partner 
John Marko of Salt Spring Island; and Josephine 
Harris of Burlington, Ontario. Also, a small 
 ock of grandchildren and great grandchildren 

including Andrew McNish and his wife Debra 
and great grandchildren, Liam and Emily, of Salt 
Spring Island; Deborah McNish and her partner 
Mark Stone of Portland, Oregon; Kim Stanger 
and  husband Brad of Whistler, B.C. and great 
grandchildren Kaden and River; and Heather Harris 
and Jeff Reid and great grandchildren Madelaine, 
Jude, Bishop and Saxon, also of Burlington, Ont. 
and Alexi Marko and his wife Andrea and great 
grandchildren Luca and Naomi of Vancouver.
  Joan’s wish is that we remember her well and that 
we celebrate her life by looking after each other.  
There will be a private memorial in the spring 
when all of her family will come together and plant 
a tree in her memory on the Fulford Valley farm 
she loved so much. Donations can be made in her 
name to Lady Minto Hospital and the Bessie Dane 
Foundation with grateful thanks for the help and 
support of hospital staff and especially the Home 
Support Nurses and those very special Community 
Health Workers. =

Thank you
THE CANADIAN FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY 

WOMEN SSI WISHES TO THANK DONORS
FOR THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

OUR CHRISTMAS AUCTION
Admiral’s Specialty Foods                                    
Aroma Crystal Therapy                                         
Auntie Pesto’s Cafe & 
Delicatessen
Countrywide Garden Ornaments    
Falconshead Grill                                                 
Feet First                                                            
Frankly Scarlet
Friends Fitness                                                      
Ganges Garment Company                                     
Gulf Islands Veterinary Clinic  
Harbour House
Harlan’s Chocolate                                                 
Dr. Richard Hayden                                                
House Piccolo Restaurant                                       
Houseboat                                                           
Island Escapades                                                 
Peggy Jacobs                                                        
Jana’s Bake Shop                                                
Jill Louise Campbell FineArt
Juliette’s Hair Studio                                             
Val Konig                                                              
Let’s Face It -- 
Non-Surgical Aesthetics                    
Love My Kitchen                                                  
Magic Touch                                                          
Natureworks Natural Foods                                     

North End Fitness                                                
Pacifi c Basketry                                                   
Payless Service Station                                          
Pegasus Gallery                                                  
Randy Dolliver Property 
Maintenance
Rainbow Trading Co.                                             
Raven Street Market Cafe                                     
Masayo Hora RMT                                               
Salt Spring Air                                                       
Salt Spring Books                                                  
Salt Spring Dry Cleaners                                         
SSI Golf and Country Club                                    
SSI Landscaping Supply                                       
Shaw Cable                                                         
Greg Spendjian & 
Donna Cochran                            
Steffi chfi neart                                                       
Stone Walrus Gallery                                             
T.J.Beans                                                            
The Oyster Catcher                                                
The Village Cobbler                                                
Volume II Book Store                                              
Watermark Books                                                
West of the Moon                                                   
Windfl ower Moon              

PROCEEDS FUND THE HOPE PROJECT, 
WHICH SPONSORS GIRLS OF POTENTIAL IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WHO WOULD NOT 

OTHERWISE COMPLETE SECONDARY EDUCATION.
Y Z

A BIG THANK YOU 
FOR EVERYONE’S 

PATIENCE DURING 
THE LAST HOUSE 

MOVE ON SALT 
SPRING ISLAND. 

Nickel Bros. 
House Moving

The o ce ofThe o   ce of 
DR.DR.

KAREN BERGKAREN BERG
wishes youwishes you 

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays 
& the best in the& the best in the 

New Year.New Year.
ƒ

Merry Christmas & ThanksMerry Christmas & Thanks 

 to all our faithful 

customers & suppliers.

Have a warm, healthyHave a warm, healthy 

& Happy New Year!& Happy New Year!

Paul & Val Konig, former owners 

of Konig & Sons Firewood.

 9 SEASONAL GREETINGS
MERRY CHRISTMAS and Hap-
py New Year to all my friends 
and acquaintances on Salt 
Spring. From Margot Caspar.

SCOUT 

POPCORN

Perfect Christmas gift, many 
flavours in stock. 537-1881 
eves.
SQUARE FOOT Charlie would 
like to wish Happy Holidays to 
all the contractors and home 
owners who made 2007 a very 
prosperous year. Have a safe 
Christmas Season and a Hap-
py New Year. Look forward to 
a successful new year. Thank 
you SQFC.

20 COMING EVENTS
FOR A complete calendar 
of coming events check the 
Driftwood Community Calen-
dar, in our office in the  Upper 
Ganges Centre, 328 Lower 
Ganges Road, or on our 
website at www.gulfislands.
net. Use the calendar for 
event planning and to make 
sure your date doesn’t con-
flict with someone else’s.
NIGHTGOWNS BY GILLIAN

cozy flannelette and soft cotton 
Granny gowns and nightshirts. 
See them at Wintercraft in Ma-
hon Hall, Dec. 7 to Dec. 22,  or 
call 653-9475.

TREAT YOURSELF
Painting classes (water colour or 
acrylics): new sessions for Feb. 
- mid April. Beginners & interme-
diates welcome. Call Val Konig 
537-4660.

JANUARY ENROLLMENT
Salt Spring Centre School  has 
openings in Kindergarten (possible 
pre-K spots, as well), and Interme-
diate (grade3/4/5) for January start.  
Phone 537-9130 for more info.
GIVE THE Gift of language, French, 
Spanish Habla! Gift certifi cates. 
Mom-n-tots, kids intro classes start 
on January 11, 08. Happy Holidays, 
Felizes Fiestas, Joyeuses Fetes. 
537-9382, 1298 Beddis.

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 
at the Cheese Farm. 1 - 3 pm Sun-
day, December 23. Come listen 
to old world music by the Cantus 
Choir. Sit by the tree and enjoy hot 
apple cider. Santa’s carriage will be 
there weather permitting. Come and 
enjoy some Christmas spirit. 285 
Reynolds Road.

SALE!
Handcrafted, unique, semi pre-
cious jewelry. Boxed and ready for 
Christmas. Information 537-0784. 
Open anytime until Christmas Eve. 
Mani Designs.

RUPHI Ceramics
Last minute gifts 
available from our 
studio next to the

hospital. A selection 
also available at The 
Waterfront Gallery.

www.ruphi.com
250-537-4644

20 COMING EVENTS

BINGO
MEADEN HALL

Royal Canadian Legion

7 PM  THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 20

Early Birds, 6:30 pm

Sponsored by 
Ladies Auxiliary 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 92.

All proceeds to bursaries for 
Salt Spring Island students.

SSI United Church
111 Hereford Ave.

invites you to their

Christmas 
EventsEvents

Phone 537-5812
for more info

SUNDAY, DEC. 23rd

Advent 4 Worship Service
10:00 AM

Burgoyne Carol Service
2:00 PM

MONDAY, DEC. 24th

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service of Lessons & Carols

7:00 PM

TUESDAY, DEC. 25th

Gary’s Christmas Day 
Community Dinner 
(at Meaden Hall)

12:00 PM

SUNDAY, DEC. 30th

Worship Service with 
Rev. Al Tysick

10:00 AM
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 55 HELP WANTED

FULL SERVICE BOOKKEEPER 
with over 35 years of experience in 
Simply Accounting & Quick Books

References available.  
Create balance in your life, 

hire a bookkeeper! 
Call 538-0171

100 ACCOUNTING

LET’S GET
STARTED!
Bring your sketches & ideas and 
together we’ll design (or upgrade) 

your dream home. Through the use of 
computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly 
produce the working drawings you’ll 

take to your contractor.

PLEASE CALL

HELSET DESIGN
537-1037
& ask for Jim

Anne May R.M.T
Registered Massage Therapist

SS Health Centre
130 McPhillips Ave

538 - 7251

Myofacial Visceral Deep tissue 

130 HEALTH

Salt Spring 
Books

104 McPhillips Ave.
537-2812

“Thank you for shopping locally”

★ All art supplies 

★ All games & puzzles 

★ Oberon leather & 

pewter gifts 

★ All wall calendars

★ Many adult & kids’ 

books 20-50% off

20%
off

2ND ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION!

Events for the whole Family!! 
See a live reenactment of the Nativity Scene!! 

• Live entertainment • free coffee & snacks • crafts 
for kids • live animals • Christmas carols & more...

Inquires: 
call Michele @ 537-9501

December 23 · 6:30 pm
Community Gospel Chapel, 

147 Vesuvius Bay Rd.

Full schedule through the holidays. 
Closed Dec. 25, 26, 31 and Jan. 1 & 2. 

Gift certifi cates & 
   Solstice Soother still available.

GIFT-A-LIGHTGIFT-A-LIGHT
Make a donation to support our 
Community Hospital when you go 
through the cashier at the GVM! 
Every donation made to the Lady 
Minto Hospital Foundation lights 
up the Christmas Tree and Supports 
Excellent patient care on Salt Spring 
Island! Join us on December 22nd

for the Tree Lighting 
with Hot Chocolate & 
Carols at 4:30 pm!

ONGOING ART SALEONGOING ART SALE
Internationally known, awarding Internationally known, awarding 

winning artists support winning artists support 

Salt Spring’s RainforestSalt Spring’s Rainforest

ArtSpring 10 am - 5 pm ArtSpring 10 am - 5 pm 
Local youth artists on display Local youth artists on display 

PLUS PLUS 

SILENT AUCTIONSILENT AUCTION
Everything from feasts to fi rewood. Everything from feasts to fi rewood. 

3 MORE DAYS OF 3 MORE DAYS OF 
ENCHANTMENT!ENCHANTMENT!

Christmas at the 
COMMUNITY  

GOSPEL CHAPEL
Christmas on 
Main Street - 

Children’s Musical
Dec. 21 at 6:30 
A Community 

Christmas Celebration 
& Living Nativity
Dec. 23 at 6:30 pm 

Christmas Eve Candle 
Light Service

Dec. 24 at 7:00 pm
147 Vesuvius Bay Rd.

For more info 
call 537-2622

EVERYONE WELCOME
Salt Spring Island 

Baptist Church
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday, Dec 23 
Sunday Morning 

Service at 10:30 am
Monday, Dec 24 

Christmas Eve Service 
at 3:00 pm 

Come celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 
250 Lower Ganges Rd

For more info call 
537-2222.

25 EDUCATION
TRAIN TO BE an Apartment/Con-
dominium Manager. Many jobs 
registered! Thousands of graduates 
working. Online or home-study certi-
fi ed course. Government registered. 
Information: www.RMTI.ca or 1-800-
665-8339, 604-681-5456.

25 EDUCATION
THERE IS A CRITICAL SHORTAGE of 
medical transcriptionists throughout North 
America. Work from home or on-site. 99% 
graduate employment rate. Start your MT 
training today! Contact CanScribe Career 
Centre now for a free information pack-
age. 1-800-466-1535, www.canscribe.
com, info@canscribe.com.

JANUARY ENROLLMENT
Salt Spring Centre School  has 
openings in Kindergarten (possible 
pre-K spots, as well), and Interme-
diate (grade3/4/5) for January start.  
Phone 537-9130 for more info.

26 LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS & OTHERS 
RE: THE ESTATE OF ALBERT 

LANTINGA, DECEASED, 
formerly of 648 Southwind Road, 
Galiano Island, British Columbia

Creditors and others having claims against the 
Estate of Albert Lantinga, Deceased, are hereby 
noti  ed under section 38 of the Trustee Act that 
particulars of their claims should be sent to the
Executors at Henley & Walden, #201-2377 Bevan 
Avenue, Sidney, British Columbia, V8L 4M9, on 
or before January 24, 2008, after which date the 
Executors will distribute the said Estate among 
the parties entitled thereto, having regard to the 
claims of which the Executors then have notice.
William George Thompson Ross and
CIBC Trust Corporation, Executors
By their solicitors:
HENLEY & WALDEN, Barristers and Solicitors
201 - 2377 Bevan Avenue, Sidney, British Columbia 
V8L 4M9

29 LOST AND FOUND
BLUE/BLACK SCARF found in 
Thriftys parking lot on Wed., 
Dec. 5. Owner may claim by 
calling 537-1798 and identifying 
pattern.
FOUND CANOE on Cusheon Lake, 
537-4868.
LOST: A PINK & black Samsung 
cellular phone. Lost in the snow a 
couple of weeks back during the 
snowfall. Call 537-2068 if found.
LOST: BRIGHT orange tabby cat 
with loud purr. North end area. 
Please call 537-4327.
FOUND: THE person who left 
an electric hand mixer and a 
large Corning Ware bowl on my 
doorstep at 533 Isabella Pt. Rd. 
Please come back, you got the 
wrong house!!!

 34 NOTICES
IF YOUR Driftwood subscription la-
bel has the date highlighted, now is 
the time to renew!
MOUAT’S KITCHEN Centre now 
carries a fi ne selection of home-
made preserves from Angel Cot-
tage Studio (Julie’s Pantry).

NEED A SUBARU?
We have a one year lease on a 
Forester from Saunders Subaru 
that we're giving away. If you 
would like to have your name en-
tered in the draw - simply renew 
your subscription to the Driftwood 
before Jan 15th, 2008. There are 
also 4 early bird draws of $250 
gas certificates from the Payless, 
Johnson's, Patterson's and Save-
on. Drop by the Driftwood Monday 
thru Friday, we're open from 8:30 
til 4:30, or give us a call at 537-
9933. Renew today!

The offi  ce of 
DR. KAREN BERG 

welcomes 
VAL FRASER 

as offi  ce receptionist. 

We all wish Susan 
congratulations & best 

wishes in Barbados.

7

The of ce ofThe of  ce of 
DR. KAREN BERGDR. KAREN BERG 

will be:will be:
ClosedClosed Dec. 24 - 28 Dec. 24 - 28

OpenOpen Dec. 31 Dec. 31 
1 - 5 pm1 - 5 pm 

ClosedClosed Jan. 1 & 4 Jan. 1 & 4 
OpenOpen Jan. 2 & 3 Jan. 2 & 3 

Regular HoursRegular Hours
k

DR. CRICHTON’S 
OFFICE

New Address as 
of Dec. 28, 2007 

#111 Corbett Rd,
SSI, B.C. 
V8K 2R8

SPECIALS
ENDING
SOON!

December 24th, last 
day to get 2 months 

free on a yearly 
membership @

FRIENDS
FITNESS
538-0006

Fulford InnFulford Inn
Holiday HoursHoliday Hours

PUB CLOSED PUB CLOSED 
DEC. 22 - 27. DEC. 22 - 27. 

OPEN FRI., DEC. 28 OPEN FRI., DEC. 28 

STORE CLOSED STORE CLOSED 
4 PM ON 24 & 4 PM ON 24 & 

ALL DAY DEC. 25.ALL DAY DEC. 25.

Staff and Staff and Management Management 
thanks you for your thanks you for your 
patronage. Wishing patronage. Wishing 

everybody the everybody the 
very best.very best.

E

NOTICE
Salt Spring Garbage 
Transfer Station at 
360 Blackburn Rd. 

will be increasing the 
drop off rate to 

$300 PER BAG (CAN) 
effective

Jan. 1, 2008 
537-2167

“Country Comfort & Hospitality in the Heart of Ganges”

132 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island  537-9339

Monday, Dec. 24 • Christmas Eve • 8 am - 3 pm
Tuesday, Dec. 25 • Christmas Day • Closed
Wednesday, Dec. 26 • Boxing Day • Closed

Monday, Dec. 31 • New Year’s Eve
• 8 am - 3 pm / 5 pm - LATE

Tuesday, Jan. 1 • New Year’s Day • 10 am - 10 pm
“See you at The Inn!”

 34 NOTICES
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50 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
WORK AT HOME ONLINE -  Start 
a real home-based business. Work 
when you want. Apply online and 
start today! www.wfhbc.com.

 55 HELP WANTED
SALT SPRING Centre of Yoga is 
looking for a residential offi ce man-
ager/staff coordinator to oversee 
operations, procedures and com-
puter systems. Background in Yoga 
is required. Deadline for application 
Jan. 2. Job begins March 2008. 
Please apply to yoga@saltspring-
centre.com.

NOW HIRING BUS DRIVERS
Salt Spring Transit is kicking into 
gear, drivers with at least a Class 
4 unrestricted license are needed 
for approx. 26-27 hours weekly.  De-
pendable, courteous, friendly per-
sonality desired.  Please call Ineke 
immediately at 537-6758.
SEAMSTRESS REQUIRED for 
ongoing casual position. For further 
information and to apply call 653-
9549.
STRAIT CONSTRUCTION is look-
ing for a certifi ed carpenter. This is 
a long term position for a committed 
employee. Call 537-7350.
CONTRACTOR LOOKING for part-
time labourer. Must have common 
sense and be willing to work hard. 
Wage conditional upon experience. 
Phone Grant @ 538-7077.

FULFORD INN
Full/ part time housekeeper & main-
tenance man. 653-4432.
FEMALE CAREGIVER required for 
home and community support, pre-
vious training or experience working 
with adults with a disability and good 
driving record is required.  Send 
cover letter and resume by January 
4th to GIFTS at 152 McPhillips.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: be part of 
the solution! Quesnel Shelter and 
Support Society seeks qualifi ed 
applicants for the position of Execu-
tive Director for a 14-unit shelter & 
transitional housing development. 
As Executive Director, you will pro-
vide leadership & use your experi-
ence, values, skills & education to 
help set up & operate a new shelter, 
housing & support services model  
in Quesnel, a growing community in 
the heart of the beautiful Cariboo. 
Among your duties will be the op-
erational management of the Soci-
ety & overseeing the daily housing 
operations, including the imple-
mentation of policies & procedures, 
hiring & managing staff, undertak-
ing outreach to the community, etc. 
You are passionate about reducing 
homelessness, a superb communi-
cator, well-organized & an innovative 
thinker. Previous non-profi t experi-
ence, ideally in a transition house or 
shelter, is desirable. Deadline for re-
ceiving resumes is December 31st, 
2007. To apply, please send your 
resume, including salary expecta-
tions & three references to: Board of 
Directors, Quesnel Shelter and Sup-
port Services Society, 146 Carson 
Ave., Quesnel, BC V2J 2A8.
CLASS 1 LOG HAULERS/chip 
haulers, High Prairie, Alberta. 
Required immediately. Competi-
tive wages. Room supplied - fi rst 
come fi rst serve basis. Call Dan at 
780-523-0911 or email resume to:  
ddeynaka@buchananlumber.ca.
WAREHOUSE JOBS: morning/after-
noon shift. Annacis Island. Hiring: 1 
Shipper, 1 Receiver, 1 Picker. Competi-
tive wages based on previous experi-
ence. Fax resumes to 604-540-0266.
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNI-
CIANS,  $28 - $40 per hour. Busy ex-
panding Chrysler dealership requires 
journeyman technicians. Wages to 
commensurate with skill level and ex-
perience. Small town living, lower cost 
housing, lower cost of living all within 
commuting distance to Edmonton. 
Medical plan, pension plan. Apprentic-
es considered. Apply in person or writ-
ing to: Dale Marshall, Service Manag-
er, Brown’s Chrysler Ltd., 10447 - 104 
Ave., Westlock, AB T7P 2E4. Phone: 
1-888-349-5566. Fax: 1-780-349-6493. 
Email: dalem@brownschrysler.com.
CHEAPER THAN SCROOGE! 
Telephone reconnect -  fi rst month 
only $24.95 + connection fee. Free 
voicemail with connection! No credit 
checks, fast connections! Phone 
Factory Reconnect, 1-877-336-
2274; www.phonefactory.ca.

EMPLOYMENT

CAREER OPPORTUNITY
BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., a full service 
investment fi rm is currently looking for an 
enthusiastic individual to work in the capacity 
of full-time Sales Assistant in our Salt Spring 
Island offi ce.

The successful applicant will posses, but not be limited 
to the following skills:

• Strong administrative background with a     
   preference for those applicants having experience     
   working in the fi nancial services sector.
• Strong PC Experience with Microsoft Word, Excel    
   and Maximizer experience would be an asset.
• Completion of the Canadian Securities Course,
   CP, or willingness to complete within a specifi ed   
   time frame.
• Excellent organizational , interpersonal and   
   communication skills.
• Ability to work well under pressure and with   
   minimal direction.

Please submit your resume in confi dent to: 
Natalie Peters, BMO Nesbitt Burns, Suite 
1000, 730 View Street, Victoria, B.C.  V8W 3Y7

HARBOUR ASSOCIATION 
OF SALT SPRING ISLAND 

is accepting applications for the full-time 
position of Harbour Manager. 

Resumes may be mailed or submitted to:
Harbour Association of Salt Spring Island, 

Attention Chairman of the Board, 

Harbour Offi ce, 127 Fulford-Ganges Rd., 

Salt Spring Island, B.C.  V8K 2T9

harbour@hassi.ca

 60 WORK WANTED
EXPERIENCED, DEPEND-
ABLE roofer available for work. 
Cedar shakes, metal, Duroid. 
New roofs, repairs, renovations. 
References. 25 yrs. experience. 
Rick, 537-6988.

THISTLE HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

No job too big or too small. New 
projects or I can finish what the 
other guy started. Competitive 
rate. Give us a call. 653-9604.

I’M YOUR
HOLIDAY HELPER

I am willing to clean, cook, orga-
nize, bake and make your holi-
day smooth. Fair prices, youth-
ful & energetic. Call me, Leah 
537-9129.

SERVICES

 102 ARCHITECTS/DESIGNERS
JONATHAN YARDLEY, Architect. 
Islander for 33 years. Custom 
West Coast designs. Person-
alised home renovations. Heri-
tage conservation. 653-4931. 
www.yardleyarchitect.com.

 118 COMPUTERS
CALL BOB McIvor for trouble-
shooting, software and network-
ing support.  We do housecalls. 
537-2827 or (cell)  538-7017. 
Please go and back-up your im-
portant data now!

132 LAWYERS/LEGAL SERVICES
LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE is a 
public service program that matches 
people with legal concerns to a lawyer 
in their area. Lawyers who participate 
in the program offer an initial consulta-
tion of up to 30 minutes for $25 plus 
taxes, and regular lawyer fees follow 
if you both agree to proceed. Phone 
1.800.663.1919. DIAL-A-LAW is a free 
automated service that offers general 
information on a variety of topics on 
law in BC.  Phone 1.800.565.5297 or 
www.dialalaw.org. 
CLEAR CRIMINAL RECORDS with 
the National Pardon Centre. Your peace 
of mind guaranteed. Remove barri-
ers to employment, travel, more. Free 
consultations. 1-866-242-2411. Apply 
online: www.nationalpardon.org. 

 138 MISC. SERVICES
DELUXE GIFT wrapping.  Don’t 
have time?  Hate doing it?  $4 ap-
prox.  shoe box size, $3 for smaller, 
$5 for bigger.  Everything included 
from paper to gift tags.  537-9366.

 140 MUSIC LESSONS
PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, 
friends! Enrich a whole lifetime. Pre-
school music class, 3 1/2 to 6 year 
old with companion. Songs, games, 
rhythm, band. 537-5131 Melissa.

173 TRAVEL
TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES—
save 60-80% off retail! Best resorts 
& seasons! Call for free Timeshare 
Magazine! 1-800-597-9347. Browse 
online for over 400 worldwide prop-
erties—www.holidaygroup.com/bcn.

20 COMING EVENTS
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Home Sweet HomeHome Sweet Home
204 ARCHITECTS

Neil Morie m  a  i  b  c

a r c h i t e c t
www.neilmoriearchitect.com
4, Fulford Marina
ph. 653-4812 creative design

responsive to site
craft and client

220 CONCRETE

GULF
COAST

MATERIALS
Serving the Gulf Islands

Salt Spring, Galiano,
Mayne, Penders

WE HAVE SANDBAGS!
• READY MIX
• WASHED GRAVEL
• REINFORCED STEEL
• BAGGED CEMENT

537-2611
345 Rainbow Road

236 FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

•GUARANTEED CORD
     Cut, Split & delivered
   •Cedar fence rails

653-4165
KONIG & SON

FIREWOOD
Serving Salt Spring 

25 years
Competitive & Reliable

FIREWOOD LOGS WANTED

537-9531

RENTALS
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Home Home 
Sweet Sweet 
HomeHome

call these 

professionals 

today!

MERCHANDISE

173 TRAVEL

TRANSPORTATION

TOLL FREE  1•877•715•1019
or (250) 715•1019

SUPPLYING HEATING OIL,
COMMERCIAL AND FARM FUELS

NOW SERVING

SALTSPRING AND AREA
Ken Bulcock owner/operator

Prompt, courteous service since 1990

NOW SERVING 
SALT SPRING

Heating Oil, Commercial and Farm Fuels
76 Lubricants, Tidy Tanks, Pumps & 

Accessories

347 Upper Ganges Road

"When convenience 
and security matter"

537-5888

SALT SPRING

MINI STORAGE

 350 MISC. FOR SALE

UP TO 3300 FTUP TO 3300 FT22

Upper Ganges Village
Shopping Centre

PRIME LOCATION

Contact: Ferd Kallstrom
(250) 701-3591

510 COMMERCIAL SPACE

805 AUTO REPAIRS

AIR MILES 
now here!

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

Unleaded Fuels • Diesel
Tires • Batteries • Accessories

537-4554 or 537-9300

Monday-Saturday 8 am - 7 pm
Sunday 9 am - 6 pm

Corner of Rainbow Rd. and Jackson Ave. 

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria 
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com  jay@sgpower.com

VANCOUVER 
ISLAND’S
NEWEST
SUZUKI
MARINE
DEALER

2.5-300HP

820 BOATS & MARINE SALES

730 Hillside Ave., Victoria 
250-382-8291

www.sgpower.com
marc@sgpower.com

THE PERFECT 
ISLAND BIKE

ISLAND EXPLORER
Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services

1 bedroom + den cottage, south end, fully furn., 
sunny, quiet & private location, no pets, avail. Nov. 
1 - May 31 ..................................................... $1075

2 bedroom suite in Fulford Valley, avail. immed., 
long term ......................................................... $975

1 bedroom Vesuvius, one person or couple only, 
avail. immed. long term .................................. $950

2 bedroom doublewide trailer in Fulford Valley, 
avail. immed., long term ................................. $750

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded 
management company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

537-4722
1-800-800-9492

SOUTH END 88611
avail now til Jun 08
2 bdrm 1 bath
oceanfront cottage
acreage 4 appl
NS NP
900.00 + % util

MID ISLAND 105697
1 bdrm 1bthrm
avail 1 Jan  NS NP
partial kitchen
shared Property
1050.00 + % util

MID ISLAND 105696
1 bdrm 1bthrm
avail 1 Jan 4 appl
shared Property
NS NP
1275.00 + % util

MID ISLAND 104792
strata twnhse adult
2 bdrm 2.5 bthrm
5 appl gas fi replace
NS NP elect heat
1375.00. + Util

NORTH END 104165
Avail 6 Oct
5 appl gas fi replace
2 bdrm 2.5 bthrm
NS NP elect heat
1975.00. + Util

MID ISLAND 103665
month to month
avail 1 Nov - Feb
4 appl fi replace
1 bdrm 1bthrm
NS NP
1125.00+ Util

NORTH END 79463
3 bdrm 3 bthrm
lease assignment
avail 1 Dec
5 appl  NS NP
1950.00 + Util

MID ISLAND 98170
4 bdrm 3 bthrm
avail 12 Sept
5 appl  NS NP
1700.00 + Util

MID ISLAND 96927
2 bdrm 2.5 bthrm
new exec twnhse
5 appl  gas fi re place
pool/exercise facil
NS NP 1875.00 + util

537-5577See these Homes 
at

www.royalproperty.ca

520 HOUSES FOR RENT

825 CARS, SALES

ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES - book 
online at www.canadatravels.com 
and save more on your vacations. 
Use code NCA74327 for discount or 
call us toll-free at 1-800-563-5722.

310 BUILDING SUPPLIES
DOUBLE SIDED see through fi re-
place (black trim) and approximately 
24 feet of air cooled chimney.  Three 
years old, very limited use.  Lennox 
part number CST-38 documentation 
and specs available at www.lennox-
hearthproducts.com <http://www.
lennoxhearthproducts.com>   $250 
OBO.  653-4758.
#1 A STEEL BUILDING SALE! Save 
up to 60% on your new garage, shop, 
warehouse. 6 colours available! 40 
year warranty! Free shipping, the fi rst 
20 callers! 1-800-457-2206. www.
crownsteelbuildings.com.

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-4978537-4978

• Flooring
• Heating
• Eaves
• Plumbing
• Roofing

For all your building 
requirements, large or small!

SEE US FOR A FAST QUOTE
ON ALL YOUR BUILDING

REQUIREMENTS!

Windsor Plywood
537-5564

• Doors & Windows
• Mouldings
• Paints & Stains
• Flooring
• Lumber & Plywood
• Roof Trusses
• Insulation
• Plumbing & Elec.
• and so much more!

   No. 1
Expert Advice

Quality Service

CALDWELL’S 
OAKSPRING 

FARM
Since 1882

Currently available:
• FREE RANGE 

GRAIN-FED PORK
• FRESH CUT LUMBER
537-5380 or 537-2152

330 FOOD PRODUCTS

 335 FURNITURE
CHOCOLATE BROWN sofa, like 
new, $150. Brown rocker recliner 
chair $25. Buffet $25. 537-9360.
BEAUTIFUL MAPLE burl and solid 
maple, handmade and fi nished cof-
fee table $600 and two end tables 
$500each. 537-1980.
NEARLY NEW: futon, entertainment 
centre, Sony fl at screen TV, maple 
dining table & 4 chairs, 3 piece book 
shelf unit. 538-6221.

 340 GARAGE SALES
CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS -OPEN 

AGAIN JAN. 4, 2008
LIONS GARAGE Sale: Fridays & 
Saturdays only 10 am - 12 pm.  
Many household items. Note: We no 
longer offer pickups. We do not ac-
cept appliances. Drop-offs accepted 
only on Fri. & Sat. morning. Please, 
no garbage!! 103 Bonnet Ave.
170 JONES ROAD  Fri., Sat., Sun., 
Dec. 21, 22 & 23, 9-12. Household 
tools, electronics, sporting, hard-
ware, automotive, photographic, 
furniture, hardwood fl ooring. 

 350 MISC. FOR SALE
EXPERT CLOCK repair and restora-
tion - antiques my specialty. Free esti-
mates, reasonable rates. Free house 
calls for shut-ins and heavy clocks.  
Mark’s Clockworks, 537-0957.
ANTIQUE IMPORTED wrought 
iron fence panels, gates, etc.  70-
100 years old.  Each piece unique, 
stock always changing. Photos 
www.islandgatesandfences.com. 
653-4123.
MATTRESS BLOW Out! All ‘07 
models, all sizes cheap! Holiday 
sale on dressers, hiboys, lowboys, 
beds, desks, bookcases, sofas, 
loveseats, recliners, kitchen/dining 
furniture! No PST/GST on all tools. 
Buy & Save, 9818 4th St., Sidney. 
Website: buyandsave.ca. Visa, M/C.
TRANSFER HOME movies to DVD: 
16 mm, Super-8, Regular 8 fi lms. 
We do video transfers too: Hi-8, 
8mm, digital 8, mini-DV or dvcam 
to DVD or VHS tape.  Foreign con-
versions. SaltSpringSound, 131 
McPhillips Ave. 653-0046.
STORAGE TANKS: water, septic, 
sewage-holding (polyethylene). Eco-
logical systems: sewage-treatment 
plants, effl uent fi lters. Visa, Master-
card, American Express accepted. 
GIS Sales & Rentals, call 653-4013.
I’M BACK! Bulk water delivery and 
waterstorage tanks. Isles West Wa-
ter. 653-4513 Bob. PS thanks Cal.
UNIQUE ENERGY enhancing gifts.  
How about a pendant containing 
bliss elixir, energized water, a fridge 
energizer, or sole (Himalayan Rock 
Salt Brine), containing 80+ trace 
minerals and energized water?  
Phone Brian for more info and 
ideas, 537-8964.
2 MICHELIN light truck snow tires.  
225/70 R15 mounted.  $100.  Set 
of snow chains for 15” tires, $50.  
537-4336.

IN TIME for Christmas! Singer 
Featherweight collectible sewing 
machine, all accessories and match-
ing sewing table, $400 fi rm. Also, 
Mark’s spinning wheel, solid maple, 
$150. Phone 653-9280 evenings.
VASQUE SUNDOWNER GTX 
hiker: women’s size 10, men’s size 
8 1/2, brown Vibram soles. Worn 
lightly four times, new condition. 
Reg. price $230, asking $115. Cell 
250-558-8523.
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS tree, 
good condition, $50.  Bar fridge, 
“Goldstar,”  seldom used, $100.  
Honeywell oil fi lled heater, seldom 
used, 1500W, $50.  538-6259.
CHAINSAW, SACHS Dolman, 16” 
model 102.   Older, but in excellent 
condition, well  maintained.  $75.  
653-9263.
SONY 32” Wega, fl at screen TV 
with matching stand and Panasonic 
500W, 5.1 home theatre incl. DVD/
VHS asking $350 for all.  537-2716.
FOR SALE: kitchen table w/4 chairs 
& a hutch, $200. Hide-a-bed couch 
$50. 537-9696.
BEST OFFER: pocket doors, insert 
stove w/ blower. 538-8206.
DOUBLE SIDED see through fi re-
place (black trim) and approximately 
24 feet of air cooled chimney.  Three 
years old, very limited use.  Lennox 
part number CST-38 documentation 
and specs available at www.lennox-
hearthproducts.com <http://www.
lennoxhearthproducts.com>   $250 
OBO.  653-4758.
NEW TELUS, chocolate cell phone 
$200. Makes a nice Christmas gift. 
537-9161.

FURNITURE, BUILDING SUP-
PLIES AND MORE

Matching sofa and arm chair, coffee 
table, kids pool/games table, round 
maple dining table and chairs, fi sh 
tanks, computer etc.. Plus temp. 
glass panels, fi r beams, wood win-
dows, fencing wire, electrical wire, 
pipe, wood stove, anchor …and 
more. Reasonable. Sat at 10, before 
and after 653-9898.
FIREWOOD MADE EASY! Large or 
small operation, maximum produc-
tion. See video at www.apachefor-
est.com. Dealer inquiries welcome. 
1-866-986-0067.
ADD AND SAVE on home phone 
reconnection. Bad credit - no prob-
lem! Up to $30 off for new custom-
ers, plus lower monthly rates! Call 
Tembo 1-877-266-6398 or sign up 
online www.tembo.ca. 
FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS: du-
rable, dependable, pre-engineered, 
all-steel structures. Custom-made 
to suit your needs and require-
ments. Factory-direct affordable 
prices. Call 1-800-668-8653, exten-
sion 170, for free brochure.
BUILDINGS FOR SALE! “Low-
est prices of the year!” 25x30 now 
$5100. 25x40 $6400. 30x40 $7400. 
35x50 $9,990. 35x70 $13,790. 
40x80 $16,900. Others. Canadian 
manufacturer...1-800-668-5422.

 350 MISC. FOR SALE

351 MISC. WANTED
WANTED TO buy: Queen size box 
spring & mattress, fi rm & in good 
condition.  653-0088 evenings & 
weekends.
WANTED: PHOTO albums, pocket 
type that will hold 6, 4”x6” each side. 
R Ball 537-5623.

 360 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
FROM NEWMAN Family Produc-
tions, give the gift of musical instru-
ments: Roland drum machine TR606 
$100. Fender Rhodes bass keyboard 
$375. PAIA Strings ‘n’ Things 1550  
$150. Synthesizers: Roland E16 
$275. Juno/06 $400. DC10 $150. 
Yorkville amp $150. Ray’s horns: 
Cohn tenor sax 1500. Selmer alto 
sax 3500. Teac 2300S reel to reel 
recorder $150. A-170 cassette re-
corder $25. Technics Dolby/dbx cas-
sette recorder. $25. 537-5289.

 370 PETS/LIVESTOCK
WANTED: TEMPORARY self board 
for three horses.  Dec. 23 - Jan. 1.  
Please contact Vanessa 604-463-
3076 or deaness@telus.net.

 379 FREE/RECYCLABLES
LOTS OF bubble pack, newsprint, 
etc for recycling at Salt Spring 
Books. 537-2812.
TWO-SIDED WOOD fi replace with 
short chimney and jetted tops. 653-
9579 Hafi z or Ranji
FREE KING size mattress and 
frame.  537-9662.
FREE, DOUBLE sofa bed, 537-9629.  
FREE, CHEST freezer, 8 cu. ft.  
Double bed, with book shelf head 
board and mattress.  Chimney 
brush, old desk with drawers and 
small cupboard.  653-9263.
FREE 8’ X 10’ INDIAN wool rug.  In 
good shape, just needs cleaning. 
Off-white in colour.  537-8726.
LIGHT FIXTURES: bricks, red & grey, 
chimney liners, wiring - long lengths, 
sliding closet doors, kitchen sink, toi-
let, bathroom sink and various kitchen 
cabinets. Call Martin. 538-8206.
IKEA DOUBLE fold out futon. All wood, 
good condition. You pick up. 653-4617.
TOO BUSY for a yard sale so now 
it’s all free. Garage full of furniture 
and stuff. 181 Fort St. Sat. Dec. 22
RICOH COPIER, free. 537-0888. 
Big and (probably) really effi cient.

 490 WEBSITES
REAL ESTATE listings for the Gulf 
Islands are viewable anywhere 
in the world with Internet access. 
www.gulfi slands.net.

510 COMMERCIAL SPACE
450 SQ. FT. retail space for 
lease in Grace Point Sq. Ground 
floor. Excellent opportunity for 
sales in high traffic location. Call  
537-9880.
IN GOVERNMENT bldg, 1357 sq. ft. 
for lease.  Can accommodate variety 
of uses.  Ample parking, wheel chair 
accessible.   Richard, 537-2239.

500 APT/SUITES FOR RENT
FOR RENT: 1 bdrm. ocean front 
suite, $1200 all inclusive. 537-6303.
2 BDRM, 1250 sq/ft lower suite, 
near town, W/D, F/P, NS, NP, $1100.  
Also, 3 bdrm upper suite, $1300.  
Feb. 1, long term.  Take one or both.  
537-9982.
ONE BEDROOM  suite on 
Cusheon Lake, NS, NP, W/D. 
Long term renter wanted, refer-
ences req’d. $750/month. plus 
utilities. 653-4868.
LARGE: SELF-CONTAINED room 
with kitchenette in quiet character 
home. Private entrance, close to 
town, avail immed. $500/ mo. NS, 
NP. 537-4723.

520 HOUSES FOR RENT
GREEN ACRES Resort, St. Mary 
Lake, fully furnished 2 bdrm cot-
tages from $650/ mo. plus power. 
NP, NS, call 537-2585.
2 BED HOUSE, Channel Ridge, 
5 new appliances, hardwood fl rs, 
sunny deck, view, long term.  Jan 1.  
NS, NP. $1350 .537-4746.
LARGE 3 BDRM, trailer for rent.  
Newly renovated, new washer, 
dryer, fridge, stove.  Available Jan. 
1.  $900/month.  Call 537-6860.
NEAR NEW, one bdrm. ground 
level, furnished suite in Vesuvius, 
suitable for quiet, mature, couple/
person, laundry, $800/mo., hydro. 
incl. NS/NP. Refs. required. Avail. 
Jan 1, long term. 537-1970.
CABIN FOR rent $375/ month. 
Wood heat, no electricity. Michael, 
653-9565.
SUBLET JAN. 1 - Apr. 30.  North 
end house with loving cat, $500/mo 
plus utils.  Laura 537-4077.
SMALL TRAILER in the Fulford Val-
ley. Private, suits one or two people, 
$450. 653-9396.

525 RENTALS MISC.
400 SQ. FT. of clean, dry space 
available.  Suitable for offi ce, studio, 
storage.  $350/mo.  653-2374.

 540 WANTED/RENTALS
YOUNG HYDRO employee look-
ing for  long term residence, suite 
or room.  Available to move in Jan./
Feb.  Will consider a housesitting 
position.  Phone 537-7851.

 690 WEBSITES
ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION 
for the Gulf Islands is a mouse-click 
away. www.gulfi slands.net.

 820 BOATS & MARINE, SALES
K1G THRMOGLASS Sangster, 
23 ft., 70 H. Merc., caulking, gal-
vanized, trailer. Asking $7000 obo. 
537-1563, Cell 537-6724.

825 CARS, SALES
1994, ONE OWNER Volvo 940 
Sedan, 4 cyl. auto, fully loaded, no 
accidents. Very nice $6900. 250-
737-1384 or 1-250-888-8602.  DL 
#30748.
1995 MAZDA Protege, 4dr, standard, 
sunroof, 180,000 kms.  Dependable, 
powerful, spacious.  $3400 obo.  
653-9479.
1997 VOLVO 850SE, auto., 5 cyl., 
luxury sedan, like new condition, low 
112,000 kms, tan leather, premium 
sound pkg., air, traction control, 
$11,000.  537-1804.
1999 SUBARU Forester, AWD, 
good condition, fi re engine red, all 
receipts, 169,000 kms, $10,000.  
Comox.  250-339-7366.
2003 ECHO TOYOTA manual, 2 
door, 100,000 km., excellent condi-
tion, $10,000 fi rm. Phone 653-9280 
evenings.
NEED A CAR or truck? Good credit, 
bad credit. Want a Visa? #1 success 
rate. Delivery in BC and Alberta. www.
drivehomenow.com or 888-501-1148.

AUTOLOAN SUPERSTORE AP-
PROVALS!! Huge selection. Cars, 
trucks, SUV’s, vans. Free delivery 
BC and AB. You work, you drive. 0 
down programs, best rates. Largest 
family auto lender Western Canada. 
Forget the rest, deal with the best!! 
Good, bad or ugly credit approved!! 
Call 1-866-550-2279 or apply on-
line, www.carvilleautocredit.com.

 835 MOTORCYCLE/SCOOTER,
YAMAHA DIRT bike, runs good 
& extra parts, $650. 538-7027 lv. 
message.

 855 TRUCKS/4X4S
1992 TOYOTA SR5, 4 Runner, moon 
window, good tires and running 
condition, tow hitch. Can be used 
for a Jeep or Land Rover recovery 
vehicle, excellent vehicle in snow. 
$5000 obo. 537-2053.
1995 JEEP YJ, 4x4, strong engine, 
body needs wrk, good winter vehicle, 
$3000 obo. Call Dennis 537-4554.
BC’S #1 DIESEL TRUCK SUPER-
STORE. “Zero down / cash back” oac. 
Guaranteed credit approvals. Trades, 
save thousands. Delivery anywhere. 
604-897-7797 or 1-877-855-9499. 
www.truckbuy.ca, D30209. 
EX-TRANSIT VEHICLES, mini bus-
es & raised roof vans. Some wheel-
chair lift equipped & diesel powered. 
Starting at $3900. Toll-free: 1-888-
416-9333, local: 604-882-9333.

 856 BUSES, VANS
1984 DODGE RAM van, 3/4 ton, 
long box. Motor shot, rest cool. 
$200. 537-1252.

900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
GOTTA SELL your car, truck, boat, 
RV, trailer or motorcycle? Adver-
tise it in the Driftwood for 8 weeks 
at only $37.95. (Private party ads, 
20 words, 1 vehicle per special, 
must be prepaid.) Call 537-9933 
for details.
UNICEF CHRISTMAS Cards - ev-
ery purchase makes a difference to 
the world's children - available now 
at "et cetera" ph 537-5115. 
PLEASE NOTE: Too Late to Clas-
sify ads are accepted until 10:00 
am Tuesday at the rate of $13.25  
for 20 words or less and 50 cents 
for each additional word. The Drift-
wood cannot be responsible for 
errors or omissions as these ads 
may not be proofread because of 
time constraint.
RED GINGER Clothing, closing out 
sale.  All items in store now 50-70% 
off.  Everything must go by Dec. 22.  
Organic cottons, great bras, shoes 
galore & holiday dresses!
GULF ISLANDS Optical. 50% re-
fund on the cost of your eye test 
when you purchase a full set of 
frames and lenses. Lancer Bldg. 
537-2648.
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Sudoku 
Answers 

for 
Dec. 19

CLASSIFIED BOOKING ORDER FORM
328 Lower Ganges Road,
Salt Spring Island, BC  V8K 2V3
Ph. 250.537.9933  Fax 250.537.2613
Email: classifi ed@gulfi slands.net

You can place

an ad in person, by 

phone, fax, post

or email!

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________ Fax: ____________ Postal Code: ____________

Classifi cation: ______________________________________________

20 WORDS OR LESS: $10.95 + gst/issue ($11.61)
 Additional words 50¢ each. Frequency discounts available. 

DEADLINE IS MONDAY 4 PM AND WEDNESDAY 4 PM

Paid by: ❒ VISA ❒ MASTERCARD ❒ CHEQUE #

900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

WANTED TO buy: fi rewood logs. Konig & 
Son Firewood. Phone 537-9531.

FEEL MORE ALIVE!

Join Brenda Akerman for Aquafi t Classes 
at the Summerside Pool.  Aquafit will 
positively impact your body, and your 
mood.  Start each day feeling great!  
Drop in classes $6.  Regular classes, 
Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30-10:30 a.m. and Walk-
ing low impact classes Mon, Wed, 10:30 
–11:30a.m.  (Last class Wed., Dec. 19, 
will resume again Jan. 7). For more info, 
call Julie 537-9433.  
SAM ANDERSON Appliance Repair. Hot 
water tank and appliance installation. Au-
thorized warranty technician for all makes. 
Sears authorized warranty technician. 
537-5268.

YOU COULD WIN!

Renew your subscription to the Driftwood 
before Jan 15th, 2008 and your name will 
be entered in a draw to win a one year 
lease on a 2008 Forester from Saunders 
Subaru! There are also 4 early bird draws 
of $250 gas certifi cates from the Payless, 
Johnson's, Patterson's and Save-on. Drop 
by the Driftwood Monday thru Friday, we're 
open from 8:30 til 4:30, or give us a call at 
537-9933. Renew today!

ESTHETICS BY PENNY

Gift certifi cates available at 501 Rainbow 
and Stuff & Nonsense...a caring gift for all. 
Call Penny 538-0307.
2 CATS NEED babysitting for 3 weeks in 
January. Nice, neutered brother and sister. 
Ph. 653-4812.

CHRISTMAS MASSAGE

HEALING & HEALTH massage. 1 hr., $35 
or 1 1/2 hrs. $50.  Your home or studio near 
Ganges.  Clare 653-9898. See What’s On. 

FRITZ THE CINEMA CAT

is available at Wintercraft, Mahon Hall, 
and book shops in Ganges. The sequel 
“Fritz the Cinema Cat Gets his Wings” 
will be published in February. Watch for 
ads re: book signing at Sabine’s. Happy 
Holidays to all.

INNOVATIVE GIFT IDEA

Give the gift of health!  Summerside Pool 
Memberships, $100/mo, includes pass to 
fi tness area.  Call Julie 537-9433.
31 X 10.5 R15LT SPORT KING a/t, steel 
radials with good tread on 15” Keystone 
rims. All 4 for only $1500. 537-6745.
PART-TIME labourer needed to work on 
home construction project. Phone Grant 
@ 538-7077.

GULF ISLANDS OPTICAL

Novel gifts for eyeglass wearers. Perfect 
for last minute stocking fi llers. Now in, our 
2008 frame collection. Beautiful colours, 
unique styles. For the perfect look see 
Wendy at the Lancer Building. 537-2648.

POMODORO WISHES ALL OUR 

CUSTOMERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A SAFE AND PROSPEROUS NEW  

YEAR.

We will be closed from Dec. 24 through 
Dec. 28 and Jan. 1. 
GULF ISLANDS Optical 2 for 1 sale ends 
Dec. 25. 537-2648.

SUDOKU
SPONSORED BY

*******
CINDY

BROOKS
537-5515

*******

Salt Spring Realty

HOUSE/CAT-SITTER SOUGHT for 
week between Christmas and New 
years. 538-1638.
DAD LOST his license! His loss is your 
potential Christmas gift . 1990 Dodge 
Dynasty, 140,000 km. Power windows, 
power seats, immaculate interior, this car 
has been faithfully serviced and is in great 
shape. Would be ideal for a college bound 
kid, or make a great second (or fi rst) car. 
$1395 obo.  537-9161.

NEW TO S.S. - SHYNE LOVE

House/pet sit, child care, home care, the 
reconnection, the journey, massage. 250-
590-6330 or shynelove@gmail.com.
GREAT CHRISTMAS gifts: TRIBAL JEW-
ELRY and silk kimono robes just arrived 
from Vietnam. Act II Aroma Crystal Thera-
py in Gasoline Alley. 
VILLAGE COBBLER  Gift Certifi cates for 
Christmas.  Any amount you like!  Call 
537-5015.
SAMSUNG 26” HD Ready TV $300. Toshi-
ba DVD player $25. Recoton wireless head 
phones$15. 537-1304.
1984 TOYOTA LE Van.  Runs good, $1200 
obo.  537-4794.
WANTING TO buy:  large fi sh tank, 10 
gallons or bigger.  Please call Karen at 
538-8340.

ELECTRIC SCOOTERS

Year -end sale.  Save $250 off all electric 
scooters and $150 off all electric bicycles 
in stock.  Sale ends Dec. 31.  E V Riders 
537-2840.   www.evriders.ca.

900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

This Week’s HoroscopeThis Week’s Horoscope by Michael O’Connor

HOROSCOPE BROUGHT TO YOU BY...

a r v i d @ s a l t s p r i n g . c o m

5 3 7 • 5 5 6 8

Arvid 
Chalmers
Ltd.
Real Estate

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
Reaching down deep to open your 
mind wide or vice versa is a cur-
rent theme. You want answers 
and adventure. What is true and 
what is not? You want to merge 
both within - between your heart, 
mind and soul and probably with 
someone special. Your focus may 
be personal and romantic yet also 
philosophical and spiritual. Inner 
preparations for a whole new level 
of power in the world are under-
way. Shared visions and genuine 
purpose are motivating factors. A 
new level of training or apprentice-
ship will begin very soon unless 
you are really on the ball and it is 
already in motion. See a bigger 
picture without making promises 
or drawing conclusions. Identify 
your power potential.

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
Sometimes it is good to take inven-
tory to be aware of what is needed 
and what is outdated. Finding your 
place in the world means leaving 
behind what was or actively giving 
it away. Merging and combining 
energies, resources, visions and 
passions is a recipe for deepened 
relationships. Do you know what 
you need and what you want and 
the difference between the two? 
Clarify this distinction and it may 
save you a lot of time, energy, 
money and heart ache. Reclaim-
ing former glory or previously 
acknowledged power finds you 
looking back. On the other hand, 
you want to explore new horizons 
and modes of expression. Alternate 
styles and approaches are attractive. 
Unleash more of your wild side.

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Some of your power potential is 
peaking. Along with it you may 
feel the pressures of new levels 
of responsibility. You may feel 
inspired to work with, and on 
teams. This trend will continue into 
the future. A search for what is truly 
inspiring, sustainable and equitable 
may be on your mind. This may 
include the facing of certain fears. 
Concerns about security for the 
future are implied. New realiza-
tions about what you actually need 
verses want are already coming 
in and will continue. Big news is 
shaking your world for better or 
for worse, perhaps both. Either 
way, you are challenged to exercise 
cool, calm detachment to keep the 
drama in check. Alternately, you 
will feel called to take action and 
shake things-up.

Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
The world is changing quickly now 
and you are challenged to rise to the 
occasion. This includes using your 
imagination in healthy ways to see 
through and beyond problems to 
see creative solutions. To do so, 
you must control fearful reactions. 
Change is the law and it is coming 
your way. Being emotionally ready 
for it is ideal. If you need assis-
tance, ask for it. A spirit or  ex-
ible, willing cooperation may be 
exactly what you need. The time is 
ripe to learn new angles and skills. 
Look into training, perhaps on the 
job site, or more formal education. 
Aim to do work you love or at least 
can enjoy, rather than direct your 
focus purely upon money. This is 
the trend of the times.

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
A creative and expansive cycle 
continues to inspire you. You prob-
ably need this uplift to offset the 
otherwise weighted pull of Saturn. 
You have been in a restructuring 
phase and are now in a rebuilding 
phase. This implies healing at core 

and foundational levels. Consequent-
ly, you may not have as much energy 
as you would like to make the most 
of this upward spiralling sub-cycle. 
Flowing with the momentum, take 
time out as you can and attend to this 
inner work. Rest as necessary yet 
also exercise discipline and courage 
to do what you feel you must to for-
tify your foundation whether in your 
body, mind, emotions and/or your 
outer reality. Balance the highs with 
the lows and make the best of it

Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Nestling in close to home is the call 
now. Wherever you are this is a good 
time to re-charge your batteries. Nur-
turing yourself with good food, rest 
and with inspiring visions and phi-
losophies will keep your spirits high. 
Striking a balance between giving 
and receiving is implied. Fortunately, 
a new creative wave is coming in and 
will lead you to diversify your ener-
gies and focus for the sake of greater 
returns. This is a good time to enter-
tain the possibilities that this implies. 
Even if you are simply preparing 
mentally and emotionally you are 
on the right track. You will be ready 
to launch in February especially. Get 
ready because you are on the verge 
of a whole new scope of creative 
power.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Tuning-in to the reality of the times 
continues. The point of power is in 
the moment. You may feel a little 
stretched these days with changes, 
duties and responsibilities. Fortu-
nately, a new quality of con  dence 
is coming your way. It will include 
a more sober assessment of who you 
are and what is the quality of your 
actions, yet it will prove empowering. 
These will be followed by even larger 
moves and changes that will affect 
both your living situation, your career 
and social status in general. This is 
probably not a good time to take on 
too much in terms of extra responsi-
bility and the energy it will require. 
Use this time to plan and to get ready 
emotionally for this change.

Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
Expanding and consolidating go 
hand in hand; as we increase the 
load we have to increase the founda-
tion upholding it. The big questions 
are: how, and is the volume actually 
sustainable or worth attempting to 
uphold? The ability to answer such 
important questions often requires 
careful consideration. Returns for 
past efforts are coming in; are they 
what you aimed for? What is needed 
to feel secure? Often people believe 
they need much more than they actu-
ally do. Does your life feel balanced? 
Where is there too little and where 
too much? As you get clearer about 
this important question, you will also 
gain clarity about what you can do to 
create a new quality of balance. Aim 
for sustainability.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Whether by inspiration, desperation 
or both, you are taking new leads and 
strides. Responsibilities surround-
ing your health,  nances and your 

actual (verses desired or imagined) 
skills and talents, are weighing on 
your mind. The time has come to 
bring forth more of your wisdom 
concerning what is balanced, fair 
and just. This will create a stir in 
your home environment. Perhaps 
you want to create a home of  ce or 
studio or perhaps you feel the need 
to move altogether. Outline your 
goals so that you can focus upon 
them. Meeting the needs of oth-
ers, your family and perhaps your 
community will require more of 
your time, energy and attention very 
soon. Prepare inwardly by associat-
ing pleasure to realistic and genuine 
service.

Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Drawing plans, attending to admin-
istrative realities and making prepa-
rations behind the scenes continues. 
The time is right to prepare for new 
initiatives. This may well include 
longer term educational pursuits 
and interests. Creating new associa-
tions and increasing your network is 
part of the plot. You are both attract-
ing to and aiming to attract to you 
people of means, talent and creative 
energy. By next week you will take 
even more deliberate actions and 
by February you will be very intent 
upon expressing the full measure 
of your power. Keeping an open 
mind and being willing to see your-
self and the world, and yourself in 
the world in new ways are keys to 
success.

Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
Deep thoughts and considerations 
about freedom are on your mind. 
You are also interested in both expe-
riencing and creating a higher state 
of culture. This includes balance 
and social justice. Your challenge is 
to transcend the old ways. As peo-
ple in a culture we are in  uenced by 
the collective and that in  uence cur-
rently implies massive consump-
tion of things we don’t really want, 
let alone need. Of course, this trend 
is unsustainable and is setting the 
stage for cultural, economic and 
spiritual revolution. Are you aware 
of and ready for this shift? Hope-
fully you are because ready or not, 
here it comes. Look to the larger 
needs of our times and offer your 
allegiances.

Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
You are riding the crest of a big 
wave. This process requires con-
centration, commitment and deter-
mination. Do you feel you have 
the energy to sustain it? Do what 
you can to sustain an even pace 
and maintain your focus. This 
will require realistic attitudes and 
measures – not necessarily easy 
for dreamy Pisces. However, with 
vision and focus and determination 
you can beat the odds. Do what you 
can and must with steady and mea-
sured efforts, rather than attempting 
to go against the current as this will 
probably lead to rapid burn out. 
New levels of power and opportu-
nity are coming and will be evident 
as early as late winter. Hold steady 
and follow through gracefully.



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007 |  B27

PEOPLE & COMMUNITY

The Driftwood could The Driftwood could put you in the driver’s seat of put you in the driver’s seat of 
a new Subarua new Subaru

Jennifer Lee accepts a $250 gas 

certifi cate from Claudia French. 

Jennifer was the winner of the November 

Early Bird Draw
1 MORE 

EARLY BIRD 
DRAW!

December 30from:

WIN...$250         GAS
• Patterson Sheep Fuel

worth of

1 MO
EARLY

DRA
Decem

Renew or purchase a subscription before January 15th, 2008 
and your  name will be entered for a chance to 

a one year lease on a
2008 Subaru Forester!2008 Subaru Forester!WINWIN

From left to right is Christmas cover art by Emily Wypkema, Sara Anstis and Zenah Rippindale. At right is Salle Wiltshire’s art.

From left to right is Christmas cover art by Sarah Stubbs, Sierra Lundy and Connor Berkmann.

Runner-up cover art winners
All of the artwork on this page were among the favou-

rites of the dozen or so people who judged the Driftwood’s 
annual Christmas cover contest this year.

All pieces were also among those highlighted by Gulf 
Islands Secondary School art teacher Sandra Lockie, whose 
grade 9-12 students entered the competition.

The Driftwood was impressed by the variety of submis-
sions and — in keeping with the “subjectivity” of art appre-
ciation — very few judges selected their favourites in the 
same order.

In looking for a Driftwood Christmas cover, judges con-
sider many things, including reproduction potential, colour   
and immediacy.

Winner this year was Umi Inoue’s colourful and unique 
Christmas scene. Other artwork can be found on Page B13, 
and the images here are in no particular order.

At left is art by Kyla White, while above, from left to right are submissions by Justin Taylor, Katelyn Girard and Christina Fletcher.
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CC Tingle the 
senses with 

sweet almond 
& orange oils, 
cranberry & 

sea salts

Cranberry 
Body 

Gelato

Downtown Ganges • 537-2701
www.saltspringsoapworks.com

by

hand
NOT FAR AWAY - when you 

think of it this way:

LASER treatments
Spaced 6 weeks apart.

So Plan NOW!

*HAIR REMOVAL
YOUNGER LOOKING SKIN

LASER can’t be administered 
on suntanned skin,

leaving you with only FALL, 
WINTER, and SPRING for 

treatments.

Book for a personalized 
doctor’s consult @

LET’S FACE IT
537-4066

ALREADY wishing for 
SUMMER?

VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Lower membership 
fee decision aims to 
boost R+R support

the award-winning violence 
prevention work the organi-
zation is known for provin-
cially, nationally and inter-
nationally.

According to press mate-
rial, a SWOVA membership 
supports “a local, proactive 
violence prevention initia-
tive that is gaining inter-
national recognition as a 
means of reducing violence 
in our communities and 
teaching healthy relation-
ship skills to youth.”

Membership includes the 
SWOVA newsletter ROAR, 
which gives up-to-date 
information about all of 
SWOVA’s activities, includ-
ing the schools-based 
Respectful Relationships 
program. 

Membership is open to 
women and men, adults 
and youth, organizations 
and businesses.

SWOVA issues charitable 
donation tax receipts for 
gifts of $20 or more.  

People can also donate 
gifts of stocks, bonds and 
mutual funds to SWOVA and 
benefi t from tax savings.

Though Gulf Islands stu-
dents are presently receiving 
the R+R curriculum, SWOVA 
is still short $10,000 to com-
plete classroom delivery this 
school year. 

Further information is 
available through 537-1336 
or www.swova.org.

$10,000 still needed 

to complete classes 

this year

SWOVA members hope a 
smaller membership fee will 
help the society deliver its 
award-winning curriculum 
to Gulf Islands classrooms 
this year.

At its annual general meet-
ing last month, SWOVA (Salt 
Spring Women Opposed to 
Violence and Abuse) voted to 
lower fees to $5 a year from 
$25 in order to make mem-
bership more accessible to 
those wanting to show sup-
port for the program. 

Former SWOVA board chair 
Leslie DeAthe announced 
the decision, adding the 
society hopes this will give 
those unable to join before 
an opportunity to support 

ISLANDS TRUST

OCP review now entering its  next phase
A spokesperson for Islanders for Self-

Government recently voiced the need 
for more hearings to discuss changes 
to the island’s offi cial community plan 
(OCP).

“The meetings in the fall were useful 
and well run but were dominated by 
those half-dozen hot-button issues,” 
said Denis Russell at last Thursday’s 
Trust committee meeting. “Now that 

most of those have been resolved, we 
think it would be a good idea to have 
some more meetings.”

He encouraged trustees to seek out 
how other communities in the province 
have dealt with their plan reviews.

Trustees said Islands Trust staff will 
prepare and streamline recommenda-
tions before more public sessions are 
scheduled.

“Once we receive the staff analysis 
we will be in a position to make pro-
posals to the public and to get more 
input from them, specifi cally on some 
of the bigger issues such as amenity 
zoning, density transfer, energy use 
and secondary suites,” Ehring said.

A schedule of OCP meetings seeking 
public input will be advertised early in 
the new year.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Candles at a recent 

advent ceremony 

on Salt Spring light 

the dark of winter 

with a seasonal 

touch.

Thank You
To Ganges Village 

Market!
Patients at Lady Minto 

Hospital and the residents 
of Greenwoods now receive 

a copy of the Driftwood 
newspaper every week, 
sponsored by Ganges 

Village Market.
We appreciate your generosity 

and community spirit!
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