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Weather 
Blistering hot 
temperatures return 
this week, with nothing 
but sun in the forecast. 
Highs to 29 C on 
Saturday; overnight 
lows to 14 C. 

••••••••••••••••• 
Inserts 
• Thrifty Foods 

• Pharmasave 
• Ganges Village Market 

• Home Hardware 
• Merit Furniture 

·Honda 

• Sears 

FARM HOSTS: Ron and Donna Ateah of Shepherd's Purse Farm on Isabella Point Road welcome farm 
tour participants in last weekend's event, which was organized by the local Woolgatherers group. 
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Trustees mull over rock bylaw 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Reporter 

Proponents of a ckaft bylaw regu­
lating aggregate removal from island 
gravel pits hope Island Trustees will 
draw a line in the sand when the 
issue comes up for debate at Tues­
day's Local Trust Committee. 

However, frustrated residents 
behind the proposal remain uncon­
vinced new measures will do enough 
to curb the island's current mining 
operations. 

"At this point, I'm not faithless but 
I'm not holding my breath either," 
said Amy Gessinger, a member of 
the Stewart Road Residents Asso­
ciation (SRRA) who has spent years 
lobbying for changes to strengthen 
the existing bylaw. 

"I've really lost confidence in our 
local trust." 

Gessinger and the bylaw's other 
supporters argue stiffer measures 
are needed to preserve the tranquil­
ity and natural environment of the 
island's neighbourhoods. 

At the same time, representa­
tives from the aggregate indus­
try fear increased paperwork and 
bureaucracy will make it difficult 
to do business on an island where 
increasing development translates 
into a higher demand for fill used 
in the construction of driveways, 
foundations and leveling of build­
ing sites. 

Limits on how much aggregate can 
be removed from a property will not 
be confirmed until the draft bylaw is 

unveiled at the July 25 meeting. 
A preliminary staff report indicat­

ed excavators could extract up to 30 
cubic metres of top soil and blasted 
rock, and up to 500 cubic metres of 
any other form of aggregate before a 
permit must be obtained. 

Trustees and staff from the Islands 
Trust have met with representatives 
from both sides of the debate in 
order to reach a compromise. Trust­
ees maintain the issue is not over 
"what" but "how much" material the 
industry can remove. 

According to the staff report, 
which was released in early June, 
the new by law would encourage 
"concern over environmental impact 
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Fire board rekindles island history 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Reporter 

Trustees from the Salt Spring Fire 
Protection District (SSFPD) preserved 
a piece of the island's unique firefight­
ing heritage last Monday night by 
voting overwhelmingly to reacquire a 
vintage 1960 Jeep fire truck. 

"As far as we're concerned, the 
truck is still operational and could 

probably be put into service right 
away," said Chief Dave Enfield, at the 
board's regular monthly meeting. 

Recently decked out with a new 
coat of paint, the little red fire engine 
used as the South End's first piece of 
firefighting equipment now repre­
sents the second major piece in the 
fire district's museum. 

The collection includes miscella­
neous articles including firefighting 

. uniforms, hats and hoses. 
Trustees agreed to take over own­

ership of the vehicle from the Kel­
logg family in exchange for a $9,000 
US tax receipt. The truck will be 
stored at the Ganges fire hall until a 
more appropriate showcase area is 
constructed alongside a new hall in 
the next few years. 
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Housing 
projects 
land 
windfall 

Regional district awards 
$355,000 to two Salt Spring 
affordable housing projects 

By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Reporter 

Affordable housing advocates call 
last week's decision by the Capital 
Regional District (CRD) to award 
two island-based affordable hous­
ing projects with $355,000 a major 
step towards laying a solid founda­
tion to provide more housing for the 
island's lower and middle income 
residents. 

"We recognize that Salt Spring 
is in a significant pickle when it 
comes to affordable housing," said 
Henry Komphof, executive direc­
tor of the. CRD's Regional Housing 
Trust Fund. 

"However, the island is also in a 
vanguard position when it comes to 
searching for solutions. These proj­
ects were ready, willing and able to 
receive the funds." 

At $324,000, this biggest chunk 
of the funding is destined for a proj­
ect initiated by Richard and Rose 
Murakami on the site of the former 
fish plant at 167 Rainbow Road. The 
abandoned site, currently used as a 
storage area for several dozen der­
elict automobiles, is slated for major 
renovations that will create 27 rental 
units within walking distance of the 
Ganges core. 

·Construction on the suites -
which range in size from 388 to 905 
square feet - is expected to begin 
by the end of the year. Monthly rent­
al costs are expected to be between 
$538 and $1,025, and will be subject 
to strict rental controls imposed by 
the Islands Trust. 

Last week's announcement brings 
total funding for the project over the 
$1 million mark and project coor­
dinator Janis Gauthier said mov­
ing forward is now subject to final 
approval of a provincial grant from 
B.C. Housing. 

"We've still got a long way to go, 
but this is a major boost in the right 
direction," Gauthier said. "We've 
definitely got the lion's share of the 
funding." 
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Custom Flooring 
Specializing in custom Wide Plank 

Clear Douglas Fir 

• Brand name flooring available 
• Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock 

1 -:800-667-227 5 
#5- 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC 

Summer 
Fiesta 

and 
Exhibition 

July 22nd & 23rd 
10AM-,5PM 

OPENING 
EVENING 

Friday July 21st 
6-9pm 

Music in the 
Garden 

WITH 

Alvaro Sanchez 
and his band 
• Chamigos • 

Hope to see you this weekend! 
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Power 
See our sales flyer 
inside this week's 
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Island passed by in bike lane bid 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Reporter 

None of the nearly one­
quarter-million dollars in 
provincial funding destined 
for new bike paths in the 
Capital Regional District 
(CRD) will be spent on Salt 
Spring, leaving visitors and 
spandex-clad cyclists deflat­
ed over the prospect of new 
bike paths here. 

According to CRD direc­
tor Gary Holman, missing 
out on the funds does not 
stem from a lack of public 
interest but rather a failure 
to develop viable proposals 
in the first place. 

"We didn't receive the 
funds because we just didn't 
apply," he said. "In order to 
receive those funds, we need 
to be ready to go and get our 
ducks in a row." 

The $233,000 for bike 
lane improvements in Vic­
toria and Saanich announced 
last week formed part of a $2 
million province-wide pro­
gram to encourage "active 
commuting and recreation." 

Other communities have 
an advantage with access 
to additional planning staff, 
said Holman. Salt Spring, on 
the other hand, relies heavily 
on the volunteer-run Pedes­
trian Safety and Regional 
Trail committees. 

While the CRD and Island 
Trust often· express interest 
in the idea of creating bike 
paths, finding room in busy 
schedules is often easier said 
than done, he added. 

For Marion Pape, chair of 
tlie Pedestrian Safety Com­
mittee, rolling forward with 
initiatives to create a more 
pedestrian and bike-friendly 
island can be a frustrating 
experience. However, she 
added, the drive to change 
the island for the better keeps 
her and other committee 
members moving forward. 

Citing a survey developed 
by graduate students from 
George Washington Univer­
sity, Pape said strong pub­
lic demand for bicycle paths 
along Lower Ganges Road, 
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when working around water 
bodies" and seek to elimi­
nate "excessive and needless 
land disturbance." 

Though he declined 
requests for an interview 
earlier this week, Larry 
Bader (owner and operator 
of a quarry on Jennifer Way) 
spoke out against the new 
bylaw during a public meet­
ing June 7. 

More developments on 
rockier sites, he said, means 
property owners are increas­
ingly forced to clear away 
larger amount of gravel for 
their homes. 

A permitting system, he 
added, would only serve to 
hurt lower income build­
ers since wealthier property 
owners would be the only 
people able to cover permit 
costs. 

Nowhere is the dispute 
more visible than in the 
Jennifer Way neighbour­
hood (off Stewart Road) 
where SRRA members find 
themselves embroiled in a 
dispute with Islands Trust 

~~Bylaw 

enforcement 
is important. 

Nobody wants a 
gravel pit in their 

back yard." 
- Ann Gessinger 

officials over its handling of 
Bader's quarry. 

Tension resurfaced ear­
lier this month when Bader 
resumed blasting, drilling 
and hauling aggregate from 
his property on July 1. 

Complaints to the Islands 
Trust from neighbours in 
the area led bylaw enforce­
ment officers to issue Bader 
a cease and desist order, 
threatening legislation if he 
continues to extract gravel 
without a permit. 

The recent decision comes 
nearly one year after resi­
dents staged a human block­
ade in hopes of preventing 
gravel trucks from leaving or 
entering the facility. 

Ganges hill and Rainbow 
Road makes the prospect of 
completing a trail network 
a matter of time rather than 
will. 

According to the 30-resi­
dent survey conducted in 
June, 80 per cent of respon­
dents said the car is their 
principal means of transport. 
Some 67 per cent said they 
would consider biking or 
walking if island roads had 
wider shoulders or designat­
ed bike lanes. 

These results indicate 
which direction to take, Pape 
said, and a grant application 
submitted to the Ministry of 
Community Services may 
produce some of the funding 
needed for a more compre­
hensive baseline transporta­
tion survey in the fall. 

"There is simply not 
enough money in the budget 
for them to do what needs to 
get done right now," she said, 
adding that more data will 
help the island gain access 
to funding the next time it is 

"This is always going to 
be an issue," said Gessinger. 

"Bylaw enforcement is 
important. Nobody wants 
a gravel pit in their back 
yard." 

According to SRRA mem­
bers, no additional work has 
occurred since the order was 
issued. 

However, Gessinger said, 
the Trust delay in providing 
the cease and desist order is 
a perfect example of why the 
new bylaw is needed. 

Under the existing bylaw, 
operators must obtain a per­
mit before they are able to 
extract aggregate from their 
land. 

But Gessinger said failure 
to pursue matters in court 
unless a conviction is guar­
anteed renders the bylaw 
largely ineffective. 

The new bylaw, she added, 
will hopefully enact a more 
rigorous and closely moni­
tored permitting process 
than that which is now in 
place. 

According to Wayne 

available. 
"We want to be totally 

prepared for any opportu­
nity that comes along," she 
added. 

The need for more well­
marked bicycle trails is 
echoed by the Salt Spring 
RCMP and though they have 
yet to notice any significant 
number of bike related acci­
dents, Sergeant Danny Wil­
lis said the island's narrow 
and winding roads are cause 
for concern. 

"Since the island is such a 
biking destination and biking 
is a favorite pastime, motor­
ists need to be extra cautious 
when passing cyclists," he 
said. 

Bike paths in heavily 
trafficked areas, he added, 
would undoubtedly reduce 
chances of collisions and 
encourage more residents to 
use bicycles. 

"Anytime you can get the 
bike lanes in, it's generally a 
lot safer for everyone," Wil­
lis said. 

Quinn, the Islands Trust's 
director of local planning 
services based in Victoria, 
recent activities on the Bader 
property are deemed illegal 
since he never applied for 
a permit to remove gravel 
from the property. 

Despite handing down the 
cease and desist order last 
week, Quinn said, the Islands 
Trust remains confident the 
matter can be resolved with­
out resorting to an injunc­
tion. 

"We don't just go running 
to court willy nilly," he said, 
adding high legal costs make , 
pursuing each individual 
case impossible. 

According to Quinn, trust­
ees are not obligated to give 
the neW bylaw any further 
public hearings and may 
proceed to approve the draft 
bylaw at the Tuesday Islands 
Trust meeting. 

Interested parties are 
requested to submit letters 
to the Islands Trust or attend 
the meeting scheduled for 1 
p.m. at ArtSpring. 
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In addition to the $324,000 destined 
for the Murakami housing project, the 
Salt Spring Island Land Bank Society 
will receive $52,000 for Grandma's 
House. 

The Regional Housing Trust Fund 
is an initiative developed in 2005 by 
the CRD to promote affordable hous­
ing. Salt Spring residents contributed 
roughly $36,000 in taxes to the fund 

after signing on earlier this year. 
Salt Spring Island CRD director 

Gary Holman said he does not think the 
decision to award Salt Spring the funds 
constitutes a one-time sign-up bonus 
and remained confident the strength 
of Salt Spring's other affordable hous­
ing projects will provide more funding 
opportunities. 

"At this point, we've already received 

10 times the island's annual requisi­
tion," he said. "It may be difficult to 
go back for another project next year 
but there is still a reasonable chance 
to receive more funding over the next 
several years." 

The Regional Housing Trust Fund 
has provided roughly $1.4 million to 
six projects throughout in CRD com­
munities. 

We're all about the Islands 
The Gulf Islands are our world. We know the islands 

and understand how difficult they are to leave. At Seair, 
we want to make that sacrifice as painless as possible. 

Seair has more regularly scheduled flights and the 
newest fleet of seaplanes to get you home faster and safer 
than any other carrier to the Gulf Islands. 

• Eight scheduled flights daily 

• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada 

• Departure from Seair Terminal at Vancouver lnfl Airport 

• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal 

• Frequent flyer discounts 

• Charter flights available to other destinations __...,_. 

~ ~ 
For scheduled flight info call 1-800-447-3247 w::::.~~-..-
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ON THE BLOCK: Sharon Kawai holds up an art poster for patrons to bid on as 
ArtSpring's annual Island Treasure Fair auction gets underway on Saturday night. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Crofton ferry terminal work 
low priority next to Fulford 

North Cowichan Illunic- Even with occasional According to Jones, it is 
ipal councillors may have line-ups running as far as not up to B.C. Ferries or the 
approved a plan to redevelop Bayview Road, Jones added, SSIFAC to "lead the charge" 
the Crofton ferry terminal, plans to improve the traf- in the redesign of the Fulford 
but that will do little to aile- fie situation in Vesuvius pale ferry dock. 
viate pressing concerns here, in comparison to the work Rather, he said, it will be 
according to Bob Jones, chair needed to restore order in up to the members of th~ 
of the Salt Spring Island the Fulford Village during public to raise the issue dur-
Ferry Advisory Committee peak loading and unloading ing the upcoming Official 
(SSIFAC). times. Community Plan review 

Despite council's prelimi- "As far as Fulford is con- process conducted by the 
nary approval of a plan to cemed," he said. "There is a Islands Trust. 
expand the waiting area for substantial amount of work "If the Islands Trust 
Salt Spring bound passen- to be done. Unfortunately comes to us, then we can 
gers, add an additional toll- there is very little anyone get involved," said Jones. 
booth and provide additional can do." "Everything starts with the 
parking for workers com- Jones said the only options OCP." 
muting to the island, Jones are to extend the terminal Funding for the Crofton 
said, there are no imminent further into the harbour or project is contingent upon 
plans to expand the Vesuvius find a way to widen the road final approval from B.C. Fer-
terminal. through the village. nes. 

FOR THE 
as indicated in last week's Victoria as reported last week. 
Driftwood, but has lived on • Garner Road resident 

RECORD Salt Spring Island for several Lucille Lamarche purchased 
years. her home 18 years ago and 

• Musicians David Visen- moved in shortly afterwards. 
tin and Hiroko Kagawa are on She did not move to the area 

• Jamie Callum Macau- faculty at the Royal Conserva- · five years ago as reported in 
lay is not a Vancouverite tory of Music in Toronto, not last week's Driftwood. 

Get to Downtown Vancouver or Richmond 

&. Vancouver Airport the quick and easy way 

-fly Harbour Air. Choose the route that 

works best for you and your busy schedu le. 

TO 
VANCOUVER 

TO 
RICHMOND 

$74$69 
Book, Board and Fly ... It's that simple! ONE WAY PLUS GST ONE WAY PLUS GST 

Moth 
hunters 
set last 
traps 

Salt Spring Island volun­
. teers tasked with setting up 
gypsy moth traps reached 
new heights after successful­
ly installing their final trap 
last week. 

"Muchos gracias for a job 
well done to the 62 dedicat­
ed volunteers," said project 
coordinator Leslie Wallace. 

Volunteers from across 
the island banded together 
to build and install the traps 
in trees at the island:S south 
end. ' · 

This occurred after the 
Ministry of Forests gave 
organizers a July 15 dead­
line to successfully install 
the traps as an alternative to 
a controversial aerial spray 
campaign initially proposed 
by the province. 

The Ministry of Forest's 
decision to delay spraying 
a 390-hectare (970-acre) 
area encompassing farms, 

· residences and forest land 
located in the south end fol­
lowed weeks of protests over 
the winter from island resi­
dents concerned about the 
potential health impacts of 
chemicals used. 

Wallace said the turnout 
was so enthusiastic, volun­
teers managed .to complete 
the task well ahea!f of sched­
ule. 

She wished to thank all the 
individuals and businesses 
who took part in the efforts 
to raise the traps. 

"A special thanks goes out 
to all of the property owners 
and tenants of properties in 
the Lee's Hill area for giv­
ing us permission to access 
and hang traps on their prop­
erties," she said. "Your coop­
eration was key to complet­
ing this 'impossible' task." 

YOUR CHOICE 
GULF ISLANDS TO 
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FIRE TRUCK 
From Page A1 

The Kellogg family took 
over responsibility for the 
truck's maintenance and 
storage when it acquired the 
vehicle in the early 1980s. 
The vehicle is still used as . 
an active firetruck serving 
island residents living out­
side the Fire Protection Dis­
trict boundary along Mus­
grave Road. 

According to board 
member Bruce Patterson, 
the truck's small size and 
durable body make it a bit 
of an oddity even compared 
to other trucks of the day. 
The vehicle remains useful 
in accessing brush fires in 
hard-to-reach locations. 

As a young man growing 
up in Fulford, Patterson spoke 
fondly of the days when the 

truck's horn signaled the fire 
department's call to action. 
Not so memorable, he added, 
were the times he was caught 
"pretending to be a firefight­
er" behind the wheel of the 
truck. 

"Though we didn't get that 
many calls, when they did 
come that truck could usu­
ally be seen barreling off at 
five miles per hour," recalled 
Patterson, 

Originally intended for use 
in South America, Patterson 
recalled the firefighters' sur­
prise upon discovering the 

·vehicle 's entire instrument 
panel and operation manual 
was only available in Span­
ish. 

Though the vehicle's slow 
speed and small 250 gallon 

per minute pump make it 
ineffective alongside modern 
day firefighting equipment, 
he said, acquiring the truck 
allows the fire department 
to identify with the organi­
zation's history and monitor 
just how drastically things 
have changed over time. 

"This kind of thing is great 
for school trips and other 
people dropping by," he said. 
"This an important part of 
Salt Spring and the South 
End. It's comforting to know 
it will remain where it spent 
its entire life." 

Speaking from the audi­
ence on Monday night , 
James Falcon applauded the 
board 's efforts to preserve 
the vehicle and looked for­
ward to seeing it grace the 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

EXPEDITION: 
The offspring of 
local and visiting 
firefighters get 
set for a boat 
ride to 
Chocolate Island 
as part of a fam­
ily-focussed fi re 
training 

. w eekend here. 
Photo by Derrick Lundy 

grounds of the new fire hall 
and take part in parades. 

"I think it's just great that 
you got that old fire truck," 
he told trustees following 
the vote. "Anyt~me we can 
work to preserve a bit of the 
island's history, I'm all for 
it." 
· Despite widespread enthu­
siasm for the proposal, newly 
elected board member Wayne 
Wrigley voted against the 
motion, citing how the Fire 
Protection District's limited 
storage capabilities already 
stretch the department's abil­
ity to house equipment and 
services. 

"As it is, we've barely got 
enough room," he said. "I 
just question whether this is 
the right thing_ to do." 

Fire hall selection underway 
Trustees from the Salt 

Sprjng Island Fire Protec­
tion District (SSIFPD) have 
struck a task force compris­
ing board members, yolun­
teer and professional fire­
fighters and members of the 
general public to assess 11 
architectural proposals for 
the new Ganges fire hall. 

Submissions from th e 
Lower Mainland, Vancouver 
and Salt Spring will be con­
sidered when the task force 
meets July 25 to select five 
proposals to present to the 
public at next month's board 
meeting. 

Trustees are examining 
plans for the new structure to 
replace the existing Ganges 
fire hall. An auditor's report 

· published in 2005, deemed 
fire hall No. 1 failed to meet 
seismic standards, ventila­
tion and space requirements. 
According to trustees, high 
renovation costs make build­
ing a new facility a most 
practical option. 

The task force includes 
Chief Dave Enfield, Assis­
tant Chief Arjuna George, 
volunteer firefighter Ken 

Akerman, former Capital 
Regional District building 
inspector Dick Stubbs, Salt 
Spring Vineyards co-owner 
Janice Harkley, board chair 
Ted Hinds and trustees Ken 
Lee and Bruce Patterson. 

Trustees have yet to select 
a final site but hope to locate 
the new hall within the Gan­
ges Village core. The new 
hall is expected to include 
room for an Emergency 
Operations Centre and addi­
tional space for the fire dis­
trict's museum. 

In other fire district news: 
A $40,000 budget short­

fall six months into the local 
fire district's 2006 fiscal 
year is not cause for con­
cern according to chair Ted 
Hinds. 

"There will certainly arise 
opportunities where we will 
not have to spend money," 
he said at a monthly board 
meeting Monday evening. 
"We are, however, not not 
going to spend money if we 
have to." 

Hinds said additional 
costs associated with the 
new $12,000 water tank in 

Fulford and wage increases 
surpassing budget estimates 
by nearly $30,000 accounted 
for the discrepancy. 

The SSIFPD's total oper­
ating budget for the 2006 
fiscal year is $518,000. 

"There is no reason to be 
concerned," he said. "We 
don't want this to turn into a 
$70,000 (shortfall) but at this 
point nothing stands out." 

Organizers of the third 
annual summer training 
weekend are touting last 
weekend's event as the most 
successful yet. 

More than 100 partici­
pants representing 20 fire 
departments from Hope to 
Parksville spent two days 
learning the finer points of 
auto extrication, hazardous 
materials operations and 
rapid intervention among 
other topics taught on the 
grounds of the Gulf Islands 
Secondary School, Farmers 
Institute as well as the Cen­
tral and Fulford fire halls. 

Enfield said he was 
pleased the island has man­
aged to create a fun family 
atmosphere for firefighters 
and their spouses. + 
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IRAHVOL powers up for final fight IS yQars of 
RQal [statQ KnowlQdqQ 

By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Reporter 

Tsawwassen residents 
opposing the British Colum­
bia Transmission Corpo­
ration's (BCTC) plans to 
upgrade power lines con­
necting the mainland and 
Vancouver Island encour­
age Salt Spring Islanders to 
stand united and keep up the 
charge despite last week's 
decision to approve the pro­
posal. 

"The timing is 
so perfect for a 

visionary 
politician who 

can see 
Vancouver Island's 

potential as a 
leader in 

alternative forms 
of electricity 
generation." 
-Daria Zovi 

"There will be massive 
civil disobedience if we are 
not successful at having 
this appealed," said Mau­
reen Broadfoot, a member 
of Tsawwassen Residents 
Against High Voltage Over­
head Lines (TRAHVOL). 
"People are not going to 
lie down and let this go 
through." 

For the hundreds of 
Tsawwassen residents liv­
ing, working, studying and 
playing directly under a 
3.7-kilometre stretch of the 
power lines running through 
the community, Broadfoot 
added, sitting back and let­
ting this happen is simply 
not an option. 

She said the year-long 
BC Utilities Commis­
sion-sponsored review of 
BCTC's proposal to replace 
the existing power lines that 
run across Tsawwassen, 
Galiano and Salt Spring 
with a series of higher 
powered 230 kV double­
circuit cables, left issues 
such as the project's impact 
on property values and pos­
sible health effects from 
electro magnetic fields 
(EMFs) unaccounted for. 

"As far as we're con­
cerned, they just want to 
wear you down and hope you 
go broke," she said. "The 
process wasn't sufficient 
and the commissioners only 
proved they have their heads 
in the sand." 

Individuals and organiza­
tions wishing to appeal the 

decision now have until early 
August to submit requests 
for an appeal. 

Broadfoot encouraged Salt 
Spring residents not to lose 
4ope despite BCTC's plans 
to begin construction on the 
project in early 2007. 

According to BCTC, 
the upgrade is required to 
provide Vancouver Island's 
growing residential and 
industrial sectors with ener­
gy for the next 50 years. 

Speaking in an interview 
following the July 7 decision 
to proceed, BCTC commu­
nication coordinator Donna 
McGeachie assured the pub­
lic all efforts to minimize 
the lines' impacts on resi­
dents would be taken. One 
of the conditions imposed by 
the commission, she added, 
is the requirement to keep 
updated information regard- , 
ing scientific evidence on the 
health impacts ofEMFs. 

For Daria Zovi, a Salt 
Spring resident and dedicat­
ed member of Island Resi­
dents Against High Voltage 
Overhead Lines (IRAH­
VOL), BCTC's intention are 
oflittle consolation since she 
feels evidence demonstrat­
ing EMF's harmful effects is 
already available in numer­
ous North American and 
European studies. 

Zovi's initial disappoint­
ment left in the wake of 
BCUC's decision has made 
way for renewed hope to see 
the construction of an under­
ground HVDC Light cable 
along the route. 

"I am not going to be a 
lawyer, I am not going to 
be an activist and I am not 
going to be a politician," 
said Zovi. "I just want to see 
this through to the end." , 

Zovi ·recognizes the oppor­
tunity for positive change 
and hopes somebody among 
the higher echelons of the 
BCUC will have a change 
of heart. 

"The timing is so per­
fect for a visionary politi­
cian who can see Vancou­
ver Island's potential as a 
leader in alternative forms 
of electricity generation," 
she said. 

Within the next 30 days, 
she said, IRAHVOL mem­
bers plan to meet with elect­
ed officials from the Islands 
Trust and Capital Regional 
District as well as organi­
zations opposing 'the power 
lines to consider their next 
step. 

Linda Adams, Islands 
Trust's chief administrative 
officer,-will be among those 
at the meeting and, though 

BIRO'S EYE VIEW: Power lines in Salt Spring's Long 
Harbour area as seen from the air. Photo by Peter Mccully 

she stands by the Trust's 
argumepts against BCTC, 
she questioned spending 
additional funds on a poten­
tially endless process. 

Since intervening in the 
power line debate soon after 
it began in February 2005, 
the Islands Trust has argued 
the current proposal conflicts 
with the Trust's preserve and 
protect mandate. 

According to closing 
arguments submitted by the 
Island's Trust to the BCUC, 
"a 21st century solution to 
the current transmission 
problems is a solution that 
provides the safest, healthi­
est and least environmen­
tally disruptive transmission, 
particularly if that alterna­
tive offers the possibility of 
restoring the province's nat­
ural aesthetic beauty along 
the existing transmission 
corridor." 

In addition to the apP,eal 
process, Adams said, oppo­
nents could begin address­
ing measures to develop a 
compensation package for 
people directly affected by 
the lines. 

"Its been a difficult battle 
and we've put in a lot of ener­
gy to this," she said, speaking 
earlier this week from her 
Victoria office. "The argu­
ments ' that we raised just 
didn't seem to resonate." 

ZS YQdfS of 
Island LifQ 
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Victoria BMW 

A Salt Spring man was 
banished from Squamish 
as part of a conditional 
sentence issued on June 
20 at the Vancouver Law 
Courts. 

Fabian Cousineau was 
found guilty of two counts 
of fraud over $5,000 and 
one count of using a forged 
document related to inci-

dents in Squamish. 
He received a nine-month 

conditional sentence and 15 
months probation. 

Along with a ban from 
Squamish municipal bound­
aries for nine months, he was 
also ordered to maintain a 
curfew and pay a restitution 
order of $54 3. 

Additionally, Cousineau 
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was banned from contact 
with ce'rtain individuals in 
Squamish, he is prohibited 
from attending the Bank of. 
Montreal in Squamish, and 
he is not allowed to carry 
credit cards, cheques or 
cashable financi al instru­
ments that are not in his own 
name for 24 months. 

Meanwhile, Cousineau 

also pleaded guilty to fraud 
under $5 ,000 and false pre­
tense under $5,000 at Gan­
ges Provincial Court on June 
14. 

He will appear in Ganges 
court on August 8 for sen­
tencing and again on Sep­
tember 12 for trial related 
to charges in another mat­
ter. 

Drugs, alcohol 
at root of various 
local court cases 

Lewis Van Doren settled 
an old debt to society when 
he pleaded guilty to fraud 
under $5,000 at Ganges Pro­
vincial Court on July 11. 

Van Doren was arrested 
on February 17, 2002 after 
he attempted to exchange a 
$58 bottle of Greens Plus 
for approximately $20- in 
groceries at a local retailer 
under the pretense that he 
had purchased the nutrition­
al supplement. 

Court heard that Van Doren 
had not appeared in court for 
the matter since April, 2002 
and that he . had numerous 
prior convictions for drug 
trafficking, possession and 
fraud spanning from 197 5 to 
May, 2000. · 

On the defendant's behalf, 
Crown Counsel Barb Penty 
noted that Van Doren has 
now been clean and sober 
for three years, is living on 
disability funding for colon 
cancer and volunteers at 
food banks and as a narcot­
ics counsellor in Victoria. 

"It took me 30 years to 
gr_ow up and get off the 
streets but I've done it," Van 
Doren had told Penty. 

Consequently, Van Doren 
received a three-month con­
ditional sentence with three­
months probation and 10 
hours of COQllllunity service. 

In other court news: 
• Ethan Marcano received 

a six-month conditional 
discharge and six months 
probation when he pleaded 
guilty to unlawful entry of a 
residence. 

Judge Pauline Maughan 
ordered Marcano to attend 
counseling for alcohol and 
anger management after he 
admitted refusing to vacate 
the premises of his ex-girl­
friend upon her request. 
Crown counsel noted that 
Marcano has a previous 
record of driving while 
impaired from May 2002. 

"I'm actually interested 
in voluntary attendance [of 
alcohol counseling]," Mar­
cano said. 

Court heard that Marcano 
had been lodged in cells for 

COURT 
DOCKET 

eight hours after a woman 
called RCMP to complain 
that he had refused to leave 
her house and blocked her 
from driving away by lying 
down on her driveway. 

As another condition in 
the sentence , he received 
a no-contact order to stay 
away from his ex-girlfriend 
without her express consent. 

• Kyle Finnemore received 
a three-month conditional 
discharge and three months 
probation after he pleaded 
guilty to possession of mmj­
juana related to an incident 
on August 30, 2005. 

Finnemore was stopped by 
police for a seat-belt check 
when the officer noticed 
the odour of marijuana and 
found a small amount of 
the narcotic in Finnemore's 
vehicle. 

"At times it's difficult to 
remember that this substance 
is still illegal," said defence 
counsel Tybring Hemphill. 

• Marij ke Newman 
received an absolute dis­
charge after she pleaded 
guilty to assaulting a secu­
rity guard on July 7, 2005. 

Cqurt heard that Newman 
struck the security guard 
after he shone his headlights 
on her and alleged she was a 
"lady of the night" when he 
saw her sitting with a friend 
in the parking lot at Centen­
nial Park, said defence coun­
sel John Davies. 

Subsequently, Newman 
was lodged in cells when 
she was uncooperative with 
arresting officers who had 
detected a strong odour of 
alcohol. 

"There is no reason to 
believe there will be any fur­
ther difficulty to the commu­
nity," Judge Maughan said 
during her ruling. 

But the judge reminded 
Newman that slapping the 
security guard was unlawful, 
even if his conduct might've 
been ungentlemanly., 
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FARM ANIMALS UP CLOSE: Charlotte McAren-Cayer gets a good look at a sheep at Shepherd's Purse 
Farm as part of the Salt Spring Island Woolgatherers' farm-tour on Sunday. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Student trustees have their say 
By LAURA STEWART 
Driftwood Contributor 

Elizabeth Cronin and 
Charlotte Mellstrom are two 
high school students at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) who have taken the 
initiative to make their voices 
count on Salt Spring Island. 
They are the two elected 
Islands Trust student repre­
sentatives and love having a 
say in community events and 
decisions. 

"It gives us the opportu­
nity to voice our opinions to 
someone who can actually 
do something," said Men­
strom of her role. "It's been 
an excellen1learning experi­
ence," Cronin adds. 

In Grade 12 and Grade 
11 respectively, Cronin and 
Mellstrom were two of the 
10 candidates who ran in 
GISS student-run elections 
for the position in November 
2005. . 

"I wanted to gain a bet­
ter understanding of island 
politics," Cronin said of her 
decision to run. 

They attended their first 
Islands Trust meeting last 
December, bringing the 
youth perspective to the 
table. "It's been a learning 
thing ever since," Mellstrom 
admits. 

The idea of student trust­
ees was first proposed at the 
Roots Inter-Island Forum, 
a two-day workshop held 
in the spring of 2005, when 
Grade 11 students Heather 
and Fiona Munro thought 
it would be a good way for 
youth to help the Islands 

Trust keep its mandate of 
"preserving and protecting" 
the Gulflslands. 

Approved first by GISS 
principal Nancy Macdonald, 
and Islands Trust represen­
tatives George Ehring and 
Peter Lamb, the Munros held 
nomination-based elections 
at GISS to choose the stu­
dent trustees. Over 10 stu­
dents ran for the position. 

"We didn't expect that 
many people to run, so the 
outcome was great," said 
Heather Munro. 

While the two cannot vote 
on the board, as junior mem­
bers of the Islands Trust, 
Cronin and Mellstrom still 
have plenty of opportuni­
ties to make their opinions 
heard. 

"I think our being on the 
board helps to put the focus 
on the fact that, as youth, 
their decisions affect our 
future," Mellstrom said. She 
adds that, before meetings, 
she and Cronin try to talk to 
their peers so they can better 
represent Salt Spring youth 
as a whole. 

The two regularly attend 
Islands Trust meetings and 
presentations, as well as 
Islands Trust Youth Council 
meetings, a group recently 
created to give more youth 
an opportunity to voice their 
opinions. 

Now, as their term as 
student trustees comes to a 
close, both Mellstrom and 
Cronin feel their input has 
been well received. 

"We've met lots of people 
we normally wouldn't have," 
said Cronin, "and that's been 

valuable in itself." 
Cronin also had the chance 

to attend a sustainable tour­
ism meeting organized by 
Margery Moore, where she 
felt her student input was 
particularly valuable. 

"Most students don't even 
know how the Islands Trust 
works, so it's been great to 
get the chance to see it in 
action," Cronin commented. 
"It's given me an interest in 
local politics that I will cer­
tainly keep!" 

Next year, Heather and 
Fiona Munro intend to hold 
new elections and Mellstrom 
plans to run again. "I think 
we need to promote the voice 
of youth," she said. "It is our 
future." 
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Turning point for Trust 
By this time next week, Salt Spring trustees Peter Lamb and 

George Ehring will have voted on what they d<;<clared soon after 
being elected to office as "priority number one"- the draft soil 
removal bylaw. 

While lacking the imminence of an affordable housing task force 
or the grand scope of an Official Community Plan review ("prior­
ity number two"), the Trust's actions regarding the soil removal 
bylaw stands to show island residents where the Trust is headed 
and how it intends to get there. 

This is an opportunity for the Trust to impose its authority over 
what one vocal segment of the community has fought long and 
hard to achieve: some form of regulation over individuals caught 
removing excessive amounts of soil and rock from island proper­
ties, and, at the same time, disturbing peaceful neighbourhoods. 

It is a classic Salt Spring battle, complete with all the elements 
necessary for a true Gulflslands' saga. So by next week the curtain 
will fall with theatrics complete? 

Not quite. Remember those pesky short term vacation rentals? 
They too were a threat to our quiet peaceful neighbourhoods. 

In much the same way trustees rely heavily on voluntary com­
pliance and prying neighbours to make sure homeowners are not 
violating the STVR ban, it will take many law abiding gravel pit 
owners to make a soil removal bylaw truly effective. 

Nabbing those few operators who insist on making off with a 
couple of extra truck loads of gravel will ultimately require the 
eyes of vigilant neighbours and bylaw inspectors, carefully count­
ing trucks traveling to and from the crime scene. With estimates 
placing the allowed threshold at 50 truck loads, the herculean 
effort will undoubtedly necessitate some rock hard determination. 

In the end we're back at square one. 
Regardless of where you stand, writing up new bylaws in hopes 

of appearing to take a stand on any issue - soil removal, vacation 
rentals or tree removal- can often do more damage to one's ulti­
mate goal than admitting there is a problem with the foundation on 
which tney stand. 

Without adequate measures to enforce bylaws. already in place, 
they not only become meaningless but, in the end, only serve to 
threaten what they are designed to protect, the credibility of the 
Islands Trust itself. 

You, your computer and options at your local library 
By STAN SHAPIRO 

Salt Spring needs a new library, 
one that is structurally sound, 
large enough to contain the close 
to 50,000 books and related items 
like DVDs and CDs in the cur­
rent collection, and designed to 
meet the needs of a growing and 
diverse community. 

This message is one that both 
the library board and the Friends 
of the Library have been sending 
to the community over the last 
number of months. 

But while we have been talk­
ing, we have also been listening 
to what our card holders have said 
to us. 

One of the things we have 
.learned is that many library 
patrons are not fully aware of the 
range of servic~s currently being 
provided by our library. 

The greatest "lack of aware­
ness" concerns how computer­
ization and the Internet makes it 
possible for your library needs 
to be met in ways that could not 
have been imagined just a few 
years ago. 

Since that's so, I want to briefly 

VIEW 
POINT 

review the various ways computer 
users can interact with the library 
from home. 

• You can search the library's 
entire collection, by subject, 
title, or author, from home by 
going to its Internet address 
(www.saltspring.library.com) to 
see if what you are looking for 
is available. 

And if that book is in our col­
lection, you can find out if it's cur­
rently in the library or out on loan. 
It's a simple system to use and, 
like all of the library's "online 
services," comes with easy-to­
follow instructions. 

• If you have taken out a book 
and wish to renew it for another 
few weeks, this can also be done 
from home by computer in most 
cases. 

The only exceptions are over­
due books, new books, and those 
for which there is a waiting list. 
Otherwise you can renew from 

home rather than having to go into 
the library to do so. 

• You can also access the 
library's Inter~Library Loan Mas­
ter Catalogue to find out whether 
a book not in our library is avail­
able in another B.C. library. If 
it is, you can order the book by 
computer from home. It will soon 
be delivered to our library and 
you will be called or e-mailed 
when it arrives. 

• Let's suppose you want to 
purchase a book published· some 
years ago for your own collec­
tion. If so, just use the link from 
the library's' home page to Abe­
books. 

This Victoria-based firm has 
a data base that allows you to 
search, again electronically and 
again from home, the collections 
of thousands of independent used 
book sellers for that book. When 
it is found, and almost all are, 
you can order it "online" knowing 
that Abebooks guarantees its safe 
arrival. 

• But what if it's not a book you 
want to read but rather a par­
ticular back issue of a magazine, 

a newspaper or, even, a scholarly 
journal? 

The EBSCOhost service our 
library provides gives you "full 
text" (the entire article rather 
than a summary) access to thou­
sands of different newspapers 
and periodicals, far more than a 
library of any size could afford 
either to buy or to keep in its 
print collection. 

EBSCO provides separate 
data bases for general reference 
publications, academic journals, 
information on consumer health, 
and business-related material. You 
will also find an entire encyclope­
dia as well as material of particu­
lar interest to children. 

EBSCO can be used in two 
ways. You can find a particular 
article that appeared some years 
ago in a magazine in an EBSCO 
data base. 

Alternately, you can find all the 
articles in all the EBSCO data 
bases which deal with, for exam­
ple, "the right to die." It's a great 
resource and the library web site 
contains an easy to follow "15 

Step Guide to Using EBSCO­
host." 

Nothing will ever replace the 
book, and public libraries for 
decades to come will continue to 
provide their patrons with both 
print-based material and electron­
IC resources. 

We will, of course, keep rap­
idly changing technology in mind 
as we finalize the design for a 
new Salt Spring Library build­
ing. Until that building is avail­
able, you'll pe both welcome .and 
well served whenever you visit 
our current facility. However, we 
suggest you also make full use 
of what this article indicates is 
already electronically possible 
from your home. 

Stan Shapiro has been a library 
volunteer for a number of years 
and currently serves on the Board 
of "The Friends of the Salt Spring 
Library." He 'll be happy to arrange 
"one-on-one" tutoring for library 
users who 'd appreciate some help 
in using the services mentioned 
above. He can be reached at ssha­
piro@.saltspring. com 

Ganges Marina let's start fresh and do it right 
ROGER MIDDLETON is thriving, providing a valu- which would have eliminated reduction in scale, we could ment for strollers out for a 

Let's start afresh and put IN able island service and able the most interesting part of also, as a community, con- stroll along the boardwalk, 
present problems and past to make a reasonable profit the boardwalk. tribute to part of the cost of one that crosses open water 
differences behind us. RESPONSE in the process. To my mind, the best site the boardwalk and sidewalk. and shoreline, passing by the 

The unfortunate sinking of If we were to start afresh, would be the existing land- The whole idea is for the rock face before arriving at the floating building at the and to work with architects an~ invite the marina own1 fill , on lot 1, at the foot of community and Ganges 
the marina building and, per-Ganges Marina provides an ers and the community to sit Park Drive, which measures, Marina to work together, as 

opportunity for all of us to creating private projects so down now and create a plan, 90 feet by 30 feet. Without partners, to find a creative, haps, a cup of coffee while 
think about what we really that private and community what might this look like? adding another rock to aesthetically pleasing solu- gazing out at the moored 
want. The question to ask is needs can be better harmo- · Firstly, where would the Ganges Harbour, the marina · tion that meets the needs of yachts. 
what would be in the high- nized. main building go? I have motel/office building could all. At this stage, a contri- Can we all put the past 
est and best interest of all of So what would be best walked this site many times be constructed on this site. bution by the community behind, take a deep breath 
us, marina and community for us all? To my mind this asking the same question. The problem is that it is would also be a gesture on and start afresh working as 
working together? would be a shoreline that My reservations about the zoned residential, but surely our part toward the healing partners? I hope so. After all; 

Perhaps it is also time is both pleasing to the eye, original plan had to do with this can be changed. After of old WOUI;ldS. 
this is what community is all for the community to think accessible to the public, with scale, the underground park- all, it would be in every- So, here we have it, a 

about retaining the services a boardwalk that allows for ing proposal and the loss body's interest to do so. Lot prosperous and thriving about. 

of an architect to consider relaxation and quiet reflec- of seashore and a rock face 3 is an awkward lot on which marina, a completed side-
how the overall development tion; all of this in harmony that would have been hidden to site a building anyway . walk, along with a harmo- The'writer is an Elizabeth 
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We asked: What do you think of the decision to proceed with high voltage power lines across Salt Spring? 

Lorne Bascomb 
They made a bad decision on 
behalf of the public. 

Patricia MacFarland 
rery disappointed. We don 't 
need to add hazards to our 
life if there are other ways to 
transport energy. 

Tim Emmens 
This is just another one of 
the many negative changes 
that has hit the island since 
the 1970s. 

Agni Wilson 
I don 't like the power lines 
because they'll affect too 
many people. Just look at 
my hair. 

Jim Russell 
I think the utilities 
commissioners are nothing 
more than a bunch of lap 
dogs. They'd already made up 
their minds months ago. 

Letters to the Editor 
Our way 
home 

In 1899, after refusing to 
serve in the Tsar's army, the 
Doukhobors fled Russia and 
found safe haven in south­
eastern British Columbia. 

Sixty plus years later more 
than 50,000 American men, 
some with families, found 
their way home in Canada 
rather than join the U.S. 
invasion ofVietnam. 

This year, from July 6-
9 a peace reunion of war 
resisters and Vietnam veter­
ans convened in Castlegar, 
B.C. at the Brilliant Cultural 
Centre established by the 
Doukhobor community. And 
"brilliant" the reunion was 
in so many ways. 

Veterans, shattered !?Y 
guilt from the war, were able 
to bond with draft resisters 
in workshops of remem­
brance and reconciliation. 
And the resisters - most 
of whom are now Canadian 
citizens - were given the 
opportunity to express col­
lectively their gratitude to 
Canadians for their compas­
sionate assistance and gen­
erous acceptance. 

Special guests of interna­
tional renown recalled those 
trying times and resolved to 
continue their commitment 
to a world without war. 

George McGovern, a 
1972 presidential candidate, 
recounted the cruel conse­
quences of a mistaken past 
and the horror of America's 
present-day invasion of Iraq. 
Arun Gandhi, grandson of 
Mahatma Gandhi and pres­
ident of the M.K. Gandhi 
Institute for Nonviolence, 
thanked Canadians for pro­
viding sanctuary and the 
beginning of new lives for 
American war resisters. 

Tom Hayden, civil rights 
and anti-war leader, urged 
Canada to welcome U.S. sol­
diers who, out of conscience, 
refuse to fight in Iraq. 

And, most moving of all 
-Kim Phuc.Remember the 
photo of the young girl run­
ning down a road in Vietnam, 
her skin burnt and blistered 
by napalm? Now living in 
Canada, Kim spoke of peace 
and forgiveness. 

With the setting of the sun 
came songs from the heart 
and for the soul. Canada's 
Buffy Sainte-Marie sang 
her "Universal Soldier," the 
anthem of the peace protests 
during the American war in 
Vietnam. 

Holly Near, singer and 
social activist, sang of 
redemption with the words: 
"I'm going to lay down my 
sword and shield down by 

- the riverside, and talk of war 

no more, no more." 
No more war. Possible? 

The answer is in the wind. 
If the wind comes from the 
voices and values of the 
reunion's speakers and sing­
ers, and, most of all, from 
those of us listening, then 
peace might just have its day 
in the brilliant sun. 
DAVID KOS, 
Salt Spring 

Support 
We would like to say a huge 

thank you for the amazing 
support we have experienced 
from our island community 
as we launch P.A.L.S., our 
new, completely volunteer 
organization. 

P.A.L.S. is the People 
Against Litter Society. 

Our aim is to travel down 
all the roads of Salt Spring 
Island this summer and clean 
up any garbage we find. We 
would like to publicly thank 
the following for their gen­
erous donations of goods 
and services needed to begin 
this island clean-up project: 
Apple Photo, Mouat's Trad­
ing, Foxglove, Uptown Phar­
masave, Windsor Plywood, 
Visitor Information Centre, 
Field's, Steven Patterson, 
Avi Bill, Nana Doreen and 
John David Hoadley. 

We also thank all the peo­
ple who have offered us great 

smiling encouragement as 
we begin this project. Watch 
for us on roads near you this 
summer! 
MICHAEL HOADLEY AND 
LISA MAXX, 
P.A.L.S. 

Deli demand 
I love living in Fulford 

and have always wondered 
why nobody has entertained 
the thought of opening a 
cool and tasty deli. 

My question was answered 
in the most recent "The Ful­
ford Flash" newsletter (pro­
duced by the Fulford Inn). 
Wouldn't you know it- it's 
yet another brilliant deci­
sion by the infamous Islands 
Trust to deny the pub owner 
a deli permit. 

Why, you ask? well, accord­
ing to our famous Commu­
nity Plan echhhh!!!, Alf (the 
owner) and the Fulford Inn are 
not part of the community in 
Fulford. Now, how ridiculous 
can you get! I would encour­
age you to read the newsletter 
for more details and sign the 
Inn petition. Great decision, 
Islands Trust! You never let 
me down! 
MIKE GLUSS, 
Salt Spring 

Fg?~~wood's "where 
do we stand" editorial calls 

upon islanders to "step­
up" and decide whether the 
marina float camp is now 
"half-submerged" or "half­
exposed" (read more "foggy 
smugness" vs. "real commu­
nity leadership"). 

Really: I suggest the 
Driftwood "get their feer 
wet" and hurriedly trans­
fer their offices to the float 
camp before those "winter 
swells simply wash it away 
for good." 
DON HUMPHRYS, 
Monteith Road 

Poor service 
I'm sure many of us have 

noticed a slowing down 
of service in many of our 
shops and restaurants. One 
popular family restaurant 
has just decided to close on 
Sundays for lack of help! 
Recently, another restauran­
teur offered cash to anyone 
who could find help for his 
establishment. 

While I welcome the 
"Slow Island" movement 
which urges a slowing down 
in the pace of development 
on our island, I'm not so 
happy about the reasons for 
the slow service. 

I believe that its main 
cause is the fact that many 
of our young (and not so 
young) people who would 
welcome jobs in the service 
industry can not find accom-

modation. Imagine earning 
minimum wage and hav­
ing to pay $700 to $800 per 
month for rent. 

What we can we do imme­
diately? At present I have 
two delightful young people 
staying in summer quarters. 

I believe that many of us 
could find a cabin or some 
house space that could .be 
rented at a minimal charge 
plus a little bit ofhelp around 
the garden. Be VERY clear 
about what the terms are 
- rental cost, help expec­
tation, length of stay, num­
ber and time of visitors, etc. 
Please feel free to call me at 
653-4041 (leave a message!) 
if you'd like to discuss the 
details. Do your bit for Salt 
Spring! 
HARRY WARNER, 
Lee Road 

Poor style 
I did not appreciate the 

journalist style shown in 
the reporting of the rooster 
problem on Ganges Road. 
This was an issue involv­
ing humans suffering and 
needed to be treated sensi­
tively. Your multiple plays 
on words made it farcical. It 
has not been funny for either 
party. 
M.L JOHNSTONE, 
Salt Spring 

MORE LETTERS A10 

Master and Commander of a mobile sanctuary 
My outspoken father 

proclaimed the other 
day ~hat his only f?e~d HEAD TO HEAD 
left m the world 1s h1s 
Chevrolet. That is just 
so sad on so many lev-

BY PETER VINCENT 

els. Sad, because he is 
at that stage in life where he sees 
most of his friends gracing the 
obituary page. Sad, because of all 
the fine automobiles in the world, 
his ride is a Chevrolet Cavalier 
with crank windows and an AM 
radio. 

Of course, it's not the make or 
model that is poignantly telling, 
it is what the car represents. In 
his little Chevrolet Cavalier, he 
is Master and Commander. If he 
wants a cup of Tim Horton's, he 
climbs into the Cavalier and gets 
a cup ofTim Horton's. He has the 
wheel. 

Master and Commander. If he 
chooses to pick up a hitchhiker on 
the way to Tim Horton's (some­
thing not even remotely possible, 
given his personality) he will 

damn well pick up a hitchhiker. 
Which brings me to Salt Spring. 

I am aware that the public trans­
portation system is pretty much 
non-existent here. I know there 
are legions of fine human beings 
that either by choice or circum­
stance find themselves relying on 
the kindness of strangers to make 
their way around. And I know in 
this "One World, One People, All 
things Connected" planet we live 
on, picking up hitchers is quintes­
sentially Salt Spring. Yet I rarely 
pull over and open the door. 

Sometimes it's legit. My truck 
is so full of dogs, tool boxes, and 
a ragtag collection of stuff, there 
is absolutely no room. Sometimes 
the truck is such a disgraceful 
jumble of dog hair, coffee cups 

and decaying half eaten sand­
wiches, that I am actually per­
forming a humanitarian act by 
passing them by. But mainly, I 
don't pick up hitchhikers because 
I am Master and Commander, and 
I simply don't feel like it. 

Much like my father's border­
line fetish with his Chevy, my 
truck is my sanctuary. I can roll 
up the windows, turn off the radio 
and cell phone and get lost in the 
utter peace - the rhythm of the 
rubber on the asphalt, the head­
lights in the rain. 

Some days, these moments in 
the car are the only oases afforded 
me in an otherwise frantic, cha­
otic universe. And I'm supposed 
to stop for utter strangers and 
offload them at Thrifty's? As if. 

But, like many other Salt Spring 
drivers, I relent occasionally. If 
it's someone I know. Or some­
one who appears heartbreakingly 
pathetic or absolutely fascinating. 

Or perhaps they remind me of 
a grim period in my past where 

I found myself hitching in the 
middle of the Saskatchewan prai­
ries in the blazing mid-afternoon 

_ heat, as car after car rocketed 
past. There was nothing for it but 
to stand there and brush my teeth. 
And I swore I would never, ever 
pass up a hitcher for as long as 
I lived. I lied. Master and Com­
mander. 

Things are different in Cuba. 
Because every Cuban has been 
in hard times for 45 years, it is 
considered very bad form to pass 
up qitchers. 

Those lucky enough to have a 
car keep piling hitchers in. The 
difference is, in Cuba, the hitch­
ers give the driver a buck for his' 
gas money. Everybody wins. The 
driver gets some help at the pump, 
the hitcher gets where he or she is 
going. A perfect loop. 

But unless the NDP rise out of 
the ashes, such a utopian model 
of economic stasis is unlikely to 
come to Salt Spring. Or, if the 
price of gas doubles again. As it 

stands today, North America can 
still afford the luxury of solitude. 
And I will enjoy the ride while 
I can. 

I know there will be a day 
of reckoning - a day when all 
this black hearted bad hitching 
karma will come back to bite me. 
I know that one day my vintage 
gas guzzler will break down on 
a cold, wet night in the middle of 
nowhere, out of cell phone range, 
and I will be forced to stick out 
my thumb - to rely on the kind­
ness of strangers. 

And there will be nothing for 
it but to brush my teeth, and pray 
my favourite Green Partyer Ken 
Rouleau drives by in his bio-die­
sel eco friendly People's Rick­
shaw. 

In the meantime, by way of 
explanation, if I should pass you 
by hitching into town, please don't 
take it personally. I am in a deep, 
auto-transcendental REM state, and 
wish not to be disturbed. I have the 
wheel. Master and Commander, 
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HOMEOPATHY 
Robin Logan and Elizabeth Hemmings 

40 years of combined experience helping people 

More letters 
of every age and condition with Classical Homeopathy. 

653·4127 

I rn prove f o UJ' J!J one rl e ct l r n 

Bones For Life® 
lofcn5iVt & f(:ocher Trdinlng Progrdm 

5lilli«MMiig 8one Sln!IJ9lb & SupplentSS 
Wilh Anna tldllm:tJt, ~ Prdcliliofla & m Trdina 

At Cdts PdjdllldS Studio. 5c'Jit Spring lslc~nd 

August 17·20 
250-537-5681 

www.bonesforever.com 

INTERIOR 

DESIGN 

Award Winning Interior Designer 

professional . creative . practical 

537-8322 
www.lpdesign.ca 

Fact? 
I am distressed to read the 

unfa<;tual report about the 
roosters on Garner Road this 
week. I have lived on Salt 
Spring Island for 16 years 
and can state that Lucille 
Lamarche was in residence 
on Garner Road prior to my 
arrival. She did not build her 
house here five years ago as 
stated. 

It distresses me that an 
inaccuracy was included in 
this article, misrepresenting 
the situation and misinform­
ing our community. Roosters 
are a part of our agricultural 
community and are part of 
this island's charm; heck, 
there'~ one at my house. 

However, numerous 
excessively loud roosters are 
not charming and are not a 
common rural occurrence. 
Complaints have been made 
repeatedly about Cooper's 
very loud roosters for five 
years. It has nothing to do 
with the ruraVurban conflict. 

I have spent time at Lucille 
Lamarche's rural home on 
many occasions and have 
found the constant loud 
crowing of numerous roost­
ers to be an excessive noise. 

Summer Cleaning Special 
Reduce Allergy Symptoms 

· Enjoy the benefits of clean indoor living 
· Save money on heating your home 
· Extend the life of your heating system 

We clean: 
Furnace and Ducts 

Heat pumps • Boilers 
Air Conditioners · Dryer Vents · 
Attics · Insulation Removal 

Tired of paying extra because you 
live on Saltspring Island? 

Book before July 31, 2006 and 
pay Victoria rates. 

(Select dates available.) 

For more information call 

C H .. 1 N 0. OK 1.800.556.8622 
. · Or visit our website 

P 0 W E R - V A C www.chinookpower-vac.com 
--~~----

I was equally distressed 
at Don Brown's apparent 
bias on the subject. This is 
not a problem that results 
from an increase in popula­
tion density but rather in one 
neighbour's deliberate per­
sistence in an activity that is 
causing distress and pain for 
another. 

I would strongly encour­
age the Driftwood to get your 
facts straight. And I would 
equally strongly encourage 
the CRD to take seriously 
complaints about excessive 
noise. To persist at creating 
unnecessary and unreason­
able noise after asked to 
cease smacks of deliberate 
provocation and harassment. 
SANDRA PATRICIA 
HUNTER, 
Salt Spring 

Editors Note: See correc­
tion in "For the Record" on 
PageA3. 

Safety 
How is 1t that the animal 

control officer has the time 
to harass and ticket some­
one with leashed dogs who 
of necessity rrtust be where 
they are in order to get to 
their boat [Anti-dog letter 
to the editor, Driftwood July 
12] , but not enough time 
to answer phone messages 
inquiring for information of 
the whereabouts of a cougar 
recently seen on Salt Spring 
Island? 

I am aware of two recent 
cougar sightings in the Chan­
nel Ridge area where I walk 
three small dogs. 

In fact, on a Monday after­
noon, deciding to take a side 
trail from the main path up 
to Canvasback Road, I began 
the climb when Jackson, a 20 
pound mixed breed, did not 
want to proceed. I cajoled 
him, and we continued a 
short while before again, he 
stopped. 

As he had never done this 
before, I thought that perhaps 
he knew something I didn't, 
and we turned back the way 
we had come. Two nights 
later, at a spot very close to 
where we had been heading 
on Canvasback Road, Myles 
Wilson spotted a cougar near 
his home, and shared that 
information. 

That was helpful to peo­
ple in the area with email 
who were also members of 
the Channel Ridge Owners 
Association, but it would not 
get information to people 
who drive up to Channel 
Ridge in order to enjoy the 
trails, with or without dogs 
- or to residents who do not 
belong to the CROA or who 
do not have email. 

It is also not adequate for 
our safety that information 

about sightings be published 
once a week in the Drift­
wood. They are appreciat­
ed, but they cannot provide 
security for an entire week. 

The Channel Ridge area has 
seen a burst of building, with 
much more to come, and many 
acres of forested trails are 
nearby. The time has come for 
some kind of warning system. 
Currently, there are a couple 
of hand-written notices posted 
-'cougar alert' -but they 
may well be out-of-date, and 
perhaps unnecessarily alarm­
ing if the cougar [or cougars] 
has left the island. 

My recommendation is 
that a cougar/bear/whatev­
er alert line be established 
for the island. This would 
be a telephone line with a 
recorded message that would 
provide up-to-date informa­
tion about island sightings 
of wild animals who could 
be a threat to small animals, 
or people. Such a line would 
not take messages. 

Clearly the animal con­
trol officer does not have the 
time to answer a lot of phone 
messages, but it would 
require only five minutes or 
so to leave a message giv­
ing information about recent 
sightings and captures. 

The Driftwood then could 
publish the number so that 
people wanting to walk in nat­
ural areas could call the line. 
And, people making sight­
ings, could call the animal 
control officer directly, and 
leave a message on his line. 
TOBY FOUKS 
Salt Spring 

Footprints 
Salt Springers are a diverse 

bunch and world famous for 
being protective of the place 
we call home. This com­
munity has done an admi­
rable job of purchasing land 
and trying to protect land 
from inappropriate forms of 
development. 

My concern here is that 
as we expend so much time 
and energy on the big proj­
ects, we are losing sight of 
what I call the little big proj­
ect, our individual footprint. 
What can I do to walk more 
lightly on the earth. As con­
sumers we must be aware 
of the impact our spending 
dollar has. 

I choose to buy as much of 
my produce as possible from 
local growers, thereby drasti­
cally reducing the fossil fuel 
bill created by getting food 
to the table. Realistically, 
how organic is your food if 
it goes from plane to truck 
to ferry to store? Support­
ing local growers will enable 
them to stay on Salt Spring, 
which. means one less piece 

I 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

of ALR land turned . into a 
country estate or used to fur­
ther the interests of the aqua­
culture industry. 

I challenge my fellow Salt 
Springers to walk the talk 
and bike, hike, carpool or 
hitch-hike to the Farmers 
Market every Tuesday 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the meadow 
off Hereford Avenue. You'll 
be rewarded with the fresh­
est, most flavourful produce 
around, grown by our friends 
and neighbours. 

Does it get any better than 
that? TheTuesday Farmers 
Market has been recog­
nized by the Society for the 
Advancement of Slow. 
SHARON BYWATER, 
Maliview Drive 

Benefit 
The Respectful Relation­

ships (R+R) program has 
been carefully developed 
here on Salt Spring over 
the past six years, with vital 
input from staff, students, 
parents and teachers. I was 
there from the beginning, as 
a school trustee, and before 
that, as the researcher for the 
original project which dem­
onstrated in the mid-90s, that 
even on "sleepy little Salt 
Spring," we had the same 
levels of relationship abuse 
and violence as the rest of 
Canada. We also learned 
that young people between 
the ages of 18-24 were the 
most at risk, and that the best 
time to help them is while 
they are still in school. 

As a clinical counsel­
lor in private practice since 
1978, I truly believe that we 
"pay now or pay later." We 
can't afford not to prepare 
our young people. Respect­
ful Relationships include the 
ability to express oneself, to 
negotiate peacefully or walk 
away, to be accepting of diver­
sity. Don't these sound like 
skills that world leaders need 
to develop? And yet, it starts 
at the home and community 
level. If not here, where? 

Whether you are a parent, 
a grandparent, an educator, a 
business person, or from any 
part of our community, your 
generous contribution to 
R+R's ourrent fundraising 
campaign will assure that 
this community continues 
to train and support a new 
generation of critical citi­
zens and socially aware lead­
ers. The curriculum is now 
a Canada-wide model for 
successful violence preven­
tion education. This is a rich 
opportunity to make a dif­
ference in our world. Global 
citizenship starts at home 
JUDITH BOEL, 
Salt Spring 

+ 
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RANTS 
Wow! Five years I was 

patient with you - you who 
steal my flowers on Upper 
Ganges Road across from 
Churchill Road. I hope it's 
enough. If you share my 
flowers with me, share the 
work too. I am very, very 
mad. Irina Floercke. 

Rants to the local business 
that imposed a $2.50 fuel 
surcharge. I didn't mind the 
$3 delivery cost - I figured 
that covered the fuel. Rick 
Kilbourn. 

ROcfEcf 
Revisiting this lovely 

island, I took my two pre­
schoolers to Beddis Beach 
on Saturday at about 9:30. As 
we exited the car, two quite 
large dogs approached, bark­
ing loudly. Though they did 
not appear threatening, they 
would not leave us alone and 
their frequent barking did 
nothing to ease our minds. 
The beach visit was not alto­
gether satisfactory, though 
here's a rose for the woman 
who tried to distract the 
unwanted canine visitors. 

Roses to Calvin's Bistro 
for your great food, great 
service and great atmo­
sphere. Thanks for making 
our lunch breaks enjoyable! 

Red rosebuds to the cre­
ator of "spirit" that led to 
the generous donation to the 
Lady Minto Thrift Shop. 

Thank you to Linda and 
Gary of Pharmasave for 
caring so much about our 
island kids and support­
ing the R+R program: May 

SNACKS 
FOR SALE: 
Lindsay 
Wicker­
sham and 
Stevie 
Hoesel sell 
baskets-fu II 
of healthy 
snack bars 
in the 
market at 
Centennial 
Park. 
Photo by 
Derrick Lundy 

your roses flourish. 

A big bouquet of roses to 
Daphne for giving up cruis­
ing to make coffee every 
morning for the Ganges 
Marina guests, as well as all 
the other tasks you do. 

A bouquet of hand-paint­
ed, pastel-colored wooden 
roses for Ian, Jack, lain, 
Ryan, Ben, Marshall, Lau­
ren, Meghan, Katie, Linda, 
Robin, Suzanne and Taylor 
and any other castaways that 
kept the marina going while 
the float office became a 
shipwreck. Thanks to all. 

u r 1 l'J 1 u I'J 

More letters 
Ushers 
needed 

One of the Bard's great­
est dramas opens tomorrow 
evening and runs for eight 
additional performances -
two more Thursdays, three 
Friday's, three Saturdays. 

That's eight evenings of 
opportunity for generous 
devotees who want to see the 
show for nothing. 

Ushers are still needed 
-up to three a night - and 
the compensation is both 
free admission and a good 
feeling at having helped the 
project. 

Give it some thought, 
then call 537-8863 or email 
<rmoses@uniserve.com>. 
Do it now and pick your eve­
ning. And thanks. 
RICHARD MOSES 
Front of House Manager 

Bike power 
I was disappointed that 

when islanders were asked 
(for Salt Spring says): How 
are you adapting to higher 
fuel costs, no one said they 
ride their bicycles. 

Though, having ridden 
from Fulford to Ganges (45 
minutes) last week, and Bea­
ver Point to Fulford (half­
hour) numerous times, I am 
seriously concerned about 
traffic safety. 

Vehicles, especially trucks, 
whiz (too) close at high 
speeds, with seeming dis~ 
regard for the law. Bicycles 
share not only the same traf­
fic rules, but the road too. 

I figure I "drive" the origi­
nal Smart "car." 

In the process,. I save on 
gas, pollute less, get exer­
cise, clear my head, and con­
nect with my kids (when we 
cycle together). 

Oh, and it's really fun. You 
should try it sometime! 
AMEI PARKES, 
Beaver Point 

Too old? 
You may recall that a 

few months ago I wrote to 
you ,about advertising for 
recreational real estate we 
received at our home in Cal­
gary. 

It appears that as the com­
petition for Albertans' copi­
ous spare cash intensifies, so 
does the hyperbole. 

This Sunday's Calgary 
herald contained a glossy 
magazine titled Recreation 
and Investment Properties, 
wherein the new commu­
nities of Bishop's Green 
and Bishop's Walk were 
described in breathless 
prose. 

Ganges is described as 
"An artistic community with 
a country atmosphere, it is 
a haven for Canadian artists 
such as Stephen Leacock, 
Randy Bachman and Robert 
Bateman." 

Well. This is news to me. 
Despite many visits to Salt 
Spring over the past 20 years 
I've not had the pleasure 
of meeting Canada's most 
famous humourist in the Sat­
urday market. 

Perhaps at 13 7 years he's · 
a bit too old to come out 
for the occasion. I'll check 
Greenwoods next trip to see 
if an autograph is forthcom­
ing. 

Mr. Leacock's presence 
on Salt Spring does solve a 
mystery for me. 

It's obvious that the demise 
of the Ganges Marina float 
camp was his inspiration for 
the sinking of the Mariposa 
Belle. 
DOUG MACDONALD, 
Calgary and Salt Spring 
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Where were you on June 28, 2006? 
We know who you are ••• and we saw what you did! 

9 photographers • 24 hours • 1 island 
-~./ Dri GULFISLANDSootl 

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960 

SENIORS' 
INDEPENDENT LIVING 
Living at Heritage Place provides a carefree and 

safer lifestyle for Seniors. Seniors can live a private 
life in their own home at Heritage Place but there 

is opportunity for socializing. It allows them to 
walk to the hospital, seniors centre and shopping, 
making the transition to 'no car' easier. The rent 
includes everything except for personal phone. 

Current availability: 
Balsam House: 1-bedroom suite for August 1 

Arbutus House: Studios and a 1 bedroom suite 
anytime now 

Elm House: Studio, 1 and 2 bedroom suites 
ready November/06 

Cedar House: end of 2007 I Dogwood: end of 2008 

Our reservation list is growing. Choose a suite for 
the future and ensure you will be able to stay on 

Salt Spring when the time comes for you 
to give up the maintenance of your property. 

Open House and Tea every Saturday 1 - 3 pm 
Tours are available at other times 

by appointment 
Call Donna Regen at 537-1201 

120 CROFTON ROAD 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Shopping list: 
......... 1il ................ . 

THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET CAJUN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Short cuts to cooking for one or two@ with Sarah Lynn 

OChicken 
0 Monterey Jack 

cheese 
0 Mayonnaise 
0 Fresh parsley 
OLemon 
ocumin 
0 Cajun spice 
0 Green onion 
0 Muesli bread 

Cajun: The Cajuns are an ethnic group consisting of the descendants of Acadians who settled primarily in 
Louisiana after they were expelled from the former French colony of Acadia (now the Canadian provinces of 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island) in 1755 as a result of their refusal to swear allegiance 

.. • to the British Crown and because of the British desire to settle the fertile Acadian farmlands with British subjects. 
Cajun cookery is distinctive. It differs from Louisiana's Creole cooking which adapts classical European styles 

to local foodstuffs. Cajun cuisine arose from the more rustic, provincial French cooking adapted by the Acadians to Louisiana 
ingredients, Cajun food is more seasoned, often spicy, and tends to be more hearty. In the 1980s, Cajun cooking spread beyond 
Louisiana, spurred by the popular restaurant and cookbooks of Chef Paul Prudhomme. Here's a sandwich in the Cajun style. 
••*•••············· · ···················-··· ········ ················· ······ ············ To make three sandwiches, have ready 6 slices of Muesli bread (or other seeded bread). Combine in a 
bowl: 2 cups chopped cooked chicken. 1/2 cup shredded Monteray Jack cheese • 1/4 cup mayonnaise. 
2 tablespoon parsley. 1 tablespoon lemon juice. 1 teaspoon lemon zest. 1/2 teaspoon cumin. 1 
teaspoon Cajun spice (or chili seasoning), & 2 green onions sliced. To make sandwiches coat one side 
of each slice of bread with mayonnaise & top with chicken mixture. Grill on each side until cheese is melted 
& bread is golden. Cut & serve warm. 
Corne and try this wonderful dish at ~ • This Thursday 12:30 - 4 pm 
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET •This Friday 11 am- 6 pm 
FOOD DEMONSTRATION 

GANGES 
VILLAGE MARKET 
'''lf"'f' h't as-'.t."\.It"l''tH't' 

5 A 5 
Friendly 

I D N EY UTO ALES ~~r~e~1~':~ ~i:~v~! ... so close to great savings! 

1996 CHEVROLET LUMINA 
CARGO VAN .................... $6,995 

NEW STOCK 
2003 NISSAN SENTRA, ONLY 35K, LOADED •.. $12,995 
1991 MAZDA MPV, LOADED ................................ $3,995 
1995 GMC SUBURBAN, LOADED ........................ $7,995 
1999 HONDA CIVIC, 4 CYL, 5 SPD ...................... $8,995 
2000 DODGE CARAVAN, LOADED ...................... $8,995 
1996 LUMINA CARGO VAN, ONLY 96K ....•.....•...• $6,995 

CASH FOR CARS! car buyer on duty 
Phone: 655·0611 Fax: 655·0612 

1994 FORD EXPLORER FORD WINDSTAR 
4x4 ...................................... $4,995 Loaded, only 98k .................. $6,995 

.-

,.;# 

. 
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In th~ H~alth fi~ld? Adv~rtis~ h~r~! 

Tracy Stibbards 

Limited space 
available for 

upcoming editions 
of To Your Health 

• Popular with 
readers 

• We'll tell your story 
• Great Rate 

Contact Tracy at The Driftwood 
537-9933 

tstibbards@gulfislands.net 

""""" 

SUNLJGHT 
S A U N --;.;- S 

Standard feature highlights 
• Total Surround Heating Technology 
• Stunning exterior and interior lighting 
• Elegant entrance -full glass door 
• 24 hour programmable timer 
• Easy, magnetic assembly •. 
• Dual control panel ~ 
• Reversible, deeper benches 
• Revolutionary side and floor heaters 
• Portable, ergonomic backrests 
• Optional premium sound system, 

Blaupunkt CD Player w/MP3 adaptor 

Size does matter. 
Our larger heater areas provide lower surface 

temperatures and the highest quality of far­

infrared heat available today. Surround heat 

~·' ..r.io':"."oo technology and broader heat distribution mean 
F"":"'""""''t-=~~48~sq";::in+.;;;-26 -:::-sq c:-;n 1 the best results for maximum sweat value. 

X 13 
x27 

sunlightsaunas@shaw.ca 
www.trianglehealing.com 

Toll Free 1.888.370.1818 
Mention this ad and receive a bonus! 

772 Spruce Avenue, Victoria BC 

Grace Point Ps~c ics 
Geri DeStefano-Webre, Ph.D. 
Salt Spring Island welcomes its summer 
visitors. Want a quick hit? Geri will be in 
her office on Saturdays, 1:30-5:30 pm for 
20 minute readings/$40. Just come and 

sign in for your time. 
Extended reading, taped $100 
Open Sat./Sun./Mon. 

537-1820 • 1206C Grace Point Square 

SALTS PRING 
EXERCISE THERAPY 
• Rehabilitation Services 
• Assessments 
• Conditioning Plans 

Bruce Grey 
BA Human Performance 

Kinesiologist • BCAK Member 

537-6542 
email: domeworks@saltspring.com 

1005 Broad St. (at Fort st.) VIctoria, 8C 25o-477..0146 
VISIT US ONLINE: www.goodplanet.com 

• Lomi Lomi Hawaiian 
Temple Bodywork , 

• Deep Tissue Therapy 
(athletes welcome) 

• 11 years' experience 

Ganges location 653·9642 
returning to practice after maternity leave 

s A u N s 

The Ultimate Spa Experience 

Triangle Healing Products has a vast array 
of hard-to-find products that include top of the 
line Far-infrared Sunlight Saunas, Peditox Detox 
Foot Spas, Oreck or Ionic Breeze air cleaners, 
Greenstar juicers, anti-aging technology, super­
foods, vitamins, digestive enzymes and other 
products that create a safe relief from health 
problems and a longer, more satisfying life. 

Many manufacturers of effective health 
care products want to retail their products 
only through businesses with a reputation for 
professionalism. Triangle Healing Products of 
Victoria, conveniently located off of Douglas 
Street on Spruce Avenue across the street from 
the Canadian Tire, is one of the retail outlets that 
reputable manufacturers have chosen. 

Selling products and therapeutic devices that 
efficiently help you reach the Triangle Healing 
goals of cleansing, replenishing, and revitalizing 
your body to create a happy and healthier you, 
we can deliver throughout the Gulflslands. 

Whether you're looking for a far-infrared 
sauna, a healthy weight loss program, dietary 
supplements or a stress-busting Chi Machine, 
our trained and friendly staff are dedicated to 
providing you with informed choices. 

If you're looking for the highest quality and 
most researched products, that's what you'll find 
at Triangle Healing Products. Diane Regan, in 
business in the health industry for over 30 years, 
looks forward to helping you facilitate health and 
vitality on your next visit to Victoria. 

Toll Free 1.888.370.1818 
772 Spruce Avenue, Victoria BC 

SP6CIAl-: ~ ti.sswe ~et.§ 
~~wi.th Cra~orAL 
for:t hr. :w ~ pLws -40 ~. 
~rut SQWJIWI. 11Mid& 
.§shower~. 

AU. for .f:u:tO 

ttl.: 537-:23'* 
~U..: Al:jlac@t:d.l.<s.ll'wet 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

RON PELTIER 

MOBILB MASSAgB 

Providing deep tissue 
and relaxation massage for 

you in your home Certiffed Massage Professional 

537 .. 4088 

Jin ~hin Do® 
Acupre$$ure 

Janet Harvey 
· Certil1~<l PractJ{iorrer 

~37-6911 ~ 

Y1 ~~~;, Ayurveda 
Salt Springs Spa Resort is Western Canada's first and most 

complete Ayurvedic health spa offering a full range of 
traditional therapies including customized Pan.cha Karma 
detoxificati9n programs. 

Bool. your con•ultation, 
treatment. or retreat toda7l 

--1460 North Beach Road 
537-4111 

www.saltspringspa.com 
s% off treatments 
for SSI residents! 

~Aroi11Cl Crystd!N 
:iir Therdpy Ltd. 
Vibrational Science 

0 TOO MUCH SUn? (l­
Wrinkte Quenc:her - for sun damaged skin 

Lemon Lift Facial Mist - ~Is and. refreshes 
and 

Gardener's Dream Cream - first aid in a jar 
"heating the planet one person at a time" 

LOCATED AT GAnGES HARBOUR PLACE 
www.aromacrystalcom • (250) 538-1833 

ION GUARAN 

+ 
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Myths and truths about 
Salt Spring real estate 
By TOM NAVRATIL 

Last week's Peter Vincent's 
article ''Not quite willing to 
roll the dice on real estate 
gamble" was very good; be 
satisfied with what you have 
and concentrate on qual­
ity of life rather than losing 
sleep over how much one 
could make in the real estate 
"gold rush". 

Just about every arti­
cle Peter writes is spot 
on. However, with respect 
to the comfortable monetary 
gains we can claim just by 
owning a property, I could 
not help thinking about the 
TV commercial "If life was 
like that, we would not need 
a VISA" (or was it Mas­
. terCard). The trouble is no 
matter how much our home 
appreciates, other real estate 
keeps up with it. The only 
way to substantially better 
our position would be to 
downsize or sell our house 
here and buy in an area of 
lower prices, such as Na­
naimo, the prairies and most 
parts of the Maritimes to 
name just a few. Costa Rica 
does not sound bad either. 

So how are we doing 
on Salt Spring Island with 
respect to real estate? The 
three different "sold" signs 
in a relatively short stretch 
of Fulford-Ganges Road on 
the way out of town would 
make us think that the mar­
ket is hot. But many "for 
sale" signs popping up else­
where may quiet our minds 
if we were thinking we were 
missing something. 

This is what the stats 
show: it can be said that the 
recent market activity upturn 
started in 2001 and, you 
may be surprised, techni­
cally peaked in the fall2003/ 
spring 2004. In that period 
we had the lowest inventory 
(around a total of 80 resi­
dential non-waterfront list­
ings), the highest number of 
sales (316 properties sold in 
all categories island wide in 
2003) and there was buyer's 
panic in the air. 

Today (2006) we have 
about 150 residential list­
ings (almost double) but, to 
date, only about 100 proper­
ties sold. The market is, ai 
the moment, quiet. If it does 
not pick up in the second 

IN 
DEPTH 

half of the year, it will be the 
year with the lowest number 
of sales perhaps in a decade 
-forecasted drop of 37 per 
cent from the peak in 2003 
(the total number of proper­
ties sold). 

However, the prices tell . 
a different story. The aver­
age sale price of a residen­
tial non-waterfront property 
in 2003 was $355,670, in 
2004 $392,425 and in 2005 
$484,737. The median pric­
es, though lower, show sim­
ilar trend. Curiously enough 
the average sale price of a 
waterfront property showed 
a decline of 14 per cent in 
2005 from 2004. For the 
first time this year (the first 
six months) since 2001 the 
average sale price of all prop­
erties sold showed a slight 
decline, though the residen­
tial non-waterfront sector 
posted yet another (relatively 
insignificant) gain of two 
per cent. This is where Peter 
may be disappointed with his 
yield at the end of this year. 

Stats are boring but this 
may perk your attention: 
to sum up, in the period 
between 2001 and 2005 the 
average sale price for non­
waterfront residential homes 
on Salt Spring Island indeed 
rose 96 per cent, waterfront 
properties 120 per cent and 
vacant lots under two acres, 
brace yourself, 184 per cent. 

Today 78 per cent of all 
current waterfront listings 
are over $1 million, and 38 
per cent over $2 million. The 
most expensive propertY list­
ed is $5,995,000, the least 
expensive is $254,900, there 
are four current residential 
listings for under $300k, not 
counting dwellings on leased 
pads. 

In the residential non­
waterfront home sector the 
average sale price in 2006 to 
date was $494,733, the aver­
age asking price for these 
sold properties was$511,936 
- now, the average ask­
ing price o-f the remaining 
unsold residential listings 
is $642,933, about 26 per 
cent higher than the former. 

No market is a static 
unchanging process, in fact 
the opposite is true - every 
market has cycles and cannot 
sustain itself in a steady pace 
indefinitely, up or down. On 
Salt Spring the market, at 
least for the time being, is 
running out of steam; many 
buyers are unwilling to pay 
the prices. So they wait or go 
elsewhere, or never come in 
the first place as they easily 
see the (asking) prices on the 
Internet. 

The rising interest rates 
do not help. Buyers are once 
again gaining control of the 
market, it could be said that 
we are experiencing a transi­
tion from sellers' to balanced 
buyers' market. Once again, 
more so than in a rapidly ris­
ing market, the key to suc­
cessful sale of one's home is 
precise pricing and flawless 
presentation. Reports from 
many other areas of B.C. 
(and in parts of the U.S.) in­
dicate similar trends. 

Is there a bubble and is it 
going to burst? The answer 
is NO, with 99% certainty. 
There will be (already is) a 
market adjustment (a cor­
rection) but no repeat of the 
80s. In the 80s, the consumer 
borrowing interest rates shot 
up to over 20 per cent p.a. 
and the real estate prices 
were artificially inflated. 

Today the market is 
backed up by strong funda­
mentals and the interest rates 
are regulated by the Bank of 
Canada which closely links 
it to the economy. The cli­
mate, the beauty and the life­
style of south-western B.C., 
Victoria, Saanich, rural Van­
couver Island, the Sunshine 
Coast and the Gulf Islands 
in particular, will continue 
to atp-act baby boomers and 
zoomers from the rest of 
Canada and from abroad. 
This creates demand which 
creates an active market. 

So in the meantime Peter, 
keep fighting the bamboo in 
your garden for we know for 
sure, your home will appre­
ciate even more, empirically 
it is indeed just a matter of 
time. 

The writer is a Salt Spring 
realtor. 

Camosun is coming to your neighbourhood 

Flexible class schedules: 
choose from full-time, part-time, 

year-round or online. 

fic.AMOSUN 
~COLLEGE 

Find out how Camosun College 
can help you get from where you are 

to where you want to go. 

• Finish your high school diploma 

• Upgrade your Math or English or ESL 

• Explore your career and education choices 

• Learn about First Nations programs 

• Gain entry-level employment skills 

• Access business and technology programs 

We look forward to meeting you! 

Please join us at ari info session. 
1-2pm • Tuesday, July 25,2006 
Beacon Employment Services 

Suite 206 - 343 Lower Ganges Rd, 
Salt Spring Island (537-5979) 

250-370-3259 • camosun.ca/access 

• D'ecember 8 15 nights from 

San Diego to Miami- You'll encounter experiences that 
lifelong explorers like Magellan could only dream of­
a new world of wonder and amazement awaits you. 

s1499CDN 
Including $370 port charges 

To book or for more information, call: 
1-Soo-663-1956 <®. 

T R A V E l Price is per person. based on two sharing. Not included: items of personal nature, 
cancellation and medical insurance. government fees and flights. All BCAA Travel 
Offices are registered under the B.C. Travel Agents Act. 

100 YEARS OF COVERAGE, AND COUNTING . 

Help Us Change The World 
One Classroom at a Time 
• Inspiring Youth • Creating Solutions • Stopping Violence 

"Respectful Relationships is a great 
class to take. If everyone was able to 
learn these priceless lessons I think that 
the world would be much better and 
more peaceful." 

GRADE 8 STUDENT 

The national award-winning program Respectful Relationships (R+R) has 
engaged youth in our schools for the past six years in learning how to create 
healthy relationships built on equality, mutual trust and respect. Now that our 
government-funded program has ended, we need local support from parents 
community members to continue to help our kids: 

• Communicate their needs and ideas effectively • Resolve conflicts creatively and without violence 
• Develop empathy for others • Challenge unhealthy media images and stereotypes 
• Prevent dating violence, bullying, racism, homophobia and other forms of relationship abuse 

Your support is needed to keep this important locally-developed program alive! 
R+R tias received partial funding from the Canadian Women's Foundation to deliver the program in our 
local schools next year. The balance must come from our local community. We are issuing a challenge to 
Gulf Islands residents, especially parents of school children, to generously support this valuable program. 
We need $100 per student in order to deliver the R+R program to over 500 Gulf Islands students this year. 

R+R TIP OF THE WEEK: 
Conflict happens. Stop, look and listen before you respond. . - - - ---- - - - - - - .. 

I Please invest in the future of our children! 
Yes, I want to donate $100 X __ students = .................... .. $ __ 

I 
Yes, I want to support a whole classroom for the year .... ........... $ _aooo 
Yes, I want to help. Here's what I can offer: ... ... ....... .. ...... .. ... .... $ __ 

~ Name: • 

d1J Address: ______ --,-___________________ _ 

1 Phone: email: __________________ _ 

We are a registered charitable organization. Tax receipts are issued for all donations of $20 or more. 

I Please make cheques payable to SWOVA/Respectful Relationships, and mail to 390 Upper Ganges I 
Road, Salt Spring Island, BC VBK 1 R7. For more information on the R+R progra111, call our office at 
537·1336. 

.. _____________ .. 
Respectful Relationships 

Please help support this 
locally developed beneficial program 

Live well with 

DOWNTOWN 537-5534, 104 Lower Ganges Rd. 
UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323, 372 Lower Ganges Rd. 



ISYOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK? 

Contamination can occur without 
changes in colour or taste. 

$25.00 per test o Results in 24 hours 
Be Safe o Test Annually! 

JULY 28: El Presidente•s Crew - Pork 

AUGUST 4: Kerry & Janet - Chicken Parmesan 

AUGUST 11: Ball Club - Steak 

AUGUST 11: Mike & Nin - Steak 

AUGUST 25: Pipe Band - Steak 
For members & guests 

$10 - Tickets on sale during the meat draws 
120 Blain Rd. 

ALL OF OUR SERVICES ARE FREE 

* 24 HR. CRISIS LINE: 
Toll free number: 1-866-386-6323. 
Caller is connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria. 

* EMERGENCY FOOD BANK: Open Tuesday, 11 am - 3 pm. 

* COUNSELLING SERVICES: Crisis and short-term counselling 
provided by Community Workers. 

* ALCOHOL & DRUG PROGRAM: Prevention & treatment service is 
free & confidential. 

* FAMILY PLACE: PARENT & CHILD DROP IN: 
Rugg Huggers 11 am - 2 pm Mondays. 
Tuesdays Music and Play 10 am- 12:30 pm at Core Inn, 3rd floor. 
Wednesdays 10 am-12 pm Stay & Play 0-6 years. Parent and child drop in. 
Call for info: 537-9176. 

* RECYCLE DEPOT: Open Tuesday - Saturday 
from 10 am- 5 pm, 349 Rainbow Rd., 537-1200. 

* COMMUNITY WELLNESS PROGRAMS COORDINATOR: 
Call Sharon Glover at 537-4607. 

* Emergency Mental Health Services available: 
4 pm to midnight. Access is availabh:l through the Emergency Rm at 
Lady Minto Hospital. Call: 538-4840. 

SOMEBODY PLEASE 
SAVE ME! 

Puzzle is a wonderful cat. He is 
mellow and affectionate. He loves 

rubs & treats. There is no reason why after one full year 
he should still be living at the SPCA. Do not let Puzzle's 
age stop you, rather adopting a senior cat is one of the 
best decisions you will ever make. It is never too late to 
find true love! 

~ GULFISLANDS 
~SEPTIC LTD. 

"Islanders serving Islanders" 

• Septic tank pump-outs 
• Electronic tank-locating 

• Inspections, repairs 
• Emergency service 

WE WELCOME VISA • MASTERCARD 
• AMERICAN EXPRESS 

PH: 653·4013 

To advertise in 
this space call 
Peter, Rick or 

Tracy 
537-9933 
or contact 

sales@gulfislands.net 

~JbriftWootl 
•ouOC,OM"U•• ••• • w• • •••••••<• •••• 

• 1 DEATH IS A SURE THING ••• 

When is another matter! 
Call to find out about an 

affordable way to secure your 
• __ __..amiliA5: inanr.ial futur.A--~-
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Film school for kids launched 
Budding film­

makers are invited 
to join movie-mak­
ing workshops with 
Cindy Jacobsen 
- but adults need 
not apply. 

Jacobsen's "Let's 
Make a Movie" 
workshops are just 
for kids. 

She guides stu­
dents aged 6 and up 
through the movie 
making process from 
start-to-finish. The 
program includes 
script writing, story­
boarding, location 
scouting, props, cos­
tumes, camera work 
and editing. 

But students also 
get to determine a 
fair bit of direction to 
the course, she said. 

"It's so easy now. 
It's mostly just getting 
some exposure to it to 
know what you need 
to do. It's really excit­
ing to see what these 
kids come up with." 

Classes are limited 
to groups of five stu­
dents, she noted. 

She's also taught 
adults multi-media 
classes and filmmaking 
at Bellevue Community 
College in Washington 
State. 

Students in Jacobsen's 
movie-making work­
shops use consumer­
quality cameras and 
software that they can 
download for free, she 
said. 

"We could use fancier 
software but I wanted 
them to be able to take 
this and do it afterwards 
and have some confi­
dehce." 

Each workshop wraps 
up with a film festival. 

"They end up with 
a DVD of their movie 
at the end. We are also 
trying to make a movie 
about the movie so then 
we can have a special 
feature." 

"I wanted it to be 
a real group process 
and be a real tight 
crew." 

Kids aged 6, 7 and 

MOVIE MOGULS: Film making workshop participants (clockwise 
from top) Kendra Brown, Lindsay Wickersham, Zyon Aven­
Picard, Noah Jacobsen and Stevie Hoesel prepare to edit their 
WOrk. Photo by Mitchell Sherrin 

A group of kids aged 
6-9 will finish the first 
two-week workshop of 
the season on July 21 · 
but there are three more 
sections this summer. 
They include: July 24-
August 3 (ages IO and 
up); August 8-I8 (ages 
6-9) and August 2I-Sep­
tember I (ages I 0 and 
up). Each session runs 9 
a.m. -I p.m. weekdays. 

8 who are currently 
participating in one of 
Jacobsen's workshops were 
watching the previous day's 
shots, learning about special 
effects and planning audi­
tions during a Driftwood 
interview with Jacobsen on 

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIA 
Salt Spring Transition 
House & Crisis Line 

537-0735 or 
toll-free 1-877-435-7544 

Women's Outreach 
Services 

537-0717 or 
toll-free 1-888-537-0717 

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women 

538-5568 

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling 

538-5569 

'Transitions' Thrift Store 
537-0661 

IWAV is a non·profit society 
providing services throughout 
the Southern Gulf Islands to 

women and their children 
affected by violence and abuse. 

Funded by the 
BC Ministry of Community Services 

Thursday. 
Jacobsen has a film-mak­

ing background with feature 
films and commercials 
under her belt, but she'd 
rather focus on making 
films with kids (especially 
now that she's busy being a 

mom herself), she said. 
"My last project was a 

Duncan Hines commercial 
and that point I realized 
that I didn't want to do it as 
a career. It was really high 
pressure for something that 
seemed not very rewarding." 

Cost of the program 
is $250 and includes all 
supplies. For more infor­
mation, email Jacobsen 
(cindy@frogtalk.com). To 
register, call Acoustic Planet 
(537-9668) or online (www. 
acousticplanet.com). 

Island raises over $3,000 
at World Development Tea 

Organizers of the annual 
World Development Tea on 
Salt Spring are calling the 
event a huge fundraising 
success. 

Some $3,000 was col­
lected for dispursement to 
individuals and groups that 
sponsor direct-link projects 
in a variety of countries. 

The tea was hosted joint­
ly by the Roman Catholic, 
United and Anglican church­
es and took place on May 27 
at All Saints. 

Local Girl Guides served 
tea and many islanders con­
tributed plants, baking and 
treasures to the event. 

"The recipients are peo­
ple who not only support 
these projects through many 
endeavors," notes a press 
release, "but are volunteers 
who work in situations where 
their skill and compassion is 
needed." 

,The recipients 
are people .. 
. who work in 

situations where 
their skill and 
compassion is 

needed." 
The funds were evenly 

divided between five unique 
organizations and individu­
als, including a mission in 
Meru, Kenya where children 
in an orphanage are taught 
to write by Rita Balanchan­
dran, a SSI volunteer; and 
the Ometepe-Gulf Island 
Friendship Association for 
its work that has developed 
fr.om Free Trade Coffee in 

· Nicaragua into responding to 
natural and social disasters 
in Central America. 

Also benefitting from funds 

is Salt Spring's Beth Gess­
inger for her continuing work 
with Nkhmona Hospital in 
Malawi.Gessinger will be 
returning to Malawi early next 
year and the WDT has con­
tributed to a project that helps 
vulnerable pregnant mothers 
and very young children. 

It also provides simple 
tables and chairs for nursery 
schools that operate without 
supplies. 

Finally, the money will aid 
Precious Jewels Mission in 
Manila, assisting two young 
women from Vancouver 
Island who live on a garbage 
dump called Smokey Moun­
tain in order to help the poor­
est of the poor; and Christian 
Blind Mission International, 
whose mission world-wide 
encompasses millions of 
sight restoring cataract sur­
geries and work in danger­
ous areas with those suffer­
ing malnutrition and war. 

QceansWest 
Access Canada's Top 

Insurance Firms 
• Life Insurance • Critical Illness 

• Long Term Care o Disability • Group Benefits 
CALL FOR DAILY GIC RATES www.oceanswestinsurance.ca 
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SERVICE NOTED: Salt Spring fire chief Dave Enfield, left, is honoured by the 
B.C. Fire Commissioner- Dave Hodgins- for 35 years of service. The presenta­
tion was made during a get-together and weekend training session for firefight­
ers from all over Vancouver Island and the Lower Mainland. PhotobyDerrickLundy 

Selected 2006 festival films 
now available at local library 

Our Island, Our World 
Film Festival has announced 
the addition of 13 festival 
films to the Salt Spring 
library's film collection. 

Catalogued by subject, 
the 2006 festival films are 
available for loan to library 
patrons from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Sat­
urday. 

Films added to the col­
lection include: Sombrio; 
Money; The True Cost of 
Food, Wal *Mart: High Cost 
of Low Price, Thirsty Plan­
et; The Power is the People, 
The Magic Mountain, Salt 

Spring: House Me, About 
Baghdad, Loose Change, 
and Kimiko Murakami: Tri­
umph Over Internment. 

Sunset Story and The Sto­
len Spirits of Haida G'waii. 
are on order and will be 
available soon. 

"We are pleased that we 
can make these films avail­
able at the library, because 
not everyone is on the island 
for festival weekend," says 
Carol Grier, a film festival 
organizer. 

"These titles cover a wide 
range of subjects from a con­
troversial 9111 film (Loose 

Change), to local housing 
issues (Sombrio and Salt­
spring: House Me). 

"There are also films from 
past years' festivals, and 
many other film titles avail­
able in the library's film col­
lection." 

Call numbers for the 
films can be found in the 
electronic card catalogue 
at the library, or online 
at www.saltspringlibrary. 
com. 

Full descriptions of the 
films are still available on 
the festival website: http:// 
Www.saltspringmediagroup. 
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Join Today 
And Enjoy 

July And August 

FOR FREE* 

CUrves is a great place to lose weight get fit and have fun this summer. And now you'll only 
have to spend 30 minutes (and a lot less money) to do it You'll just hate to see summer go. 

curves. com 

CutiJe~ 
The power to amaze yourself: 

Over g,soo locations worldwide. 

(250) 5!18-5575 
Salt~~~'Is~~.t"~~t.~~ 2V7 

"Offer based on first enrollment. mlnlmum u mo. c.d. program Service fee pald at time of enrollment Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 8/26/o6. 

02oo6 CUrves International 
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Precision Hair Cutting 
• Foil I colour specialist 
• Private studio • Exclusive service 
• By appointment 

(250) 813-0285 hairjock@hotmai l.com 

Complete Automotive REPAIR • SERVICE • TIRES 

Come visit our new, larger premises 53 7 28 76 
at #2 - 319 Upper Ganges Road -
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm 

Prices Effective JULY 19 ·JULY 25 2006 OPEN EVERY DAY 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES Thu.~~· & Fri. until 8:0Q.nm 

(ii@¥f!¥t SIDNEY S)iJPII 
·'3 -••-•=--•--•-••• cwJ 

SWANSON 

Meat Pies 2ooG .......................... . .99 

ROYAL CITY 

Beans in Tomato 
~~~~~~~~~~·::::~~-UUI~~~~~~ -~'~~eog ..... I .a:11:P~nea!pl~ 39Bml .00 1 Sauce.39Bml .......... 413.00 

Pickles 1L ........ 1.79 
• 00 I Tuna 110g .......... 3/2.00 
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Quality 
Doesn't Cost ••• . , , 

... 1 pays. Caravan ·crosses Texas 
Fine cookware & accessories. 

Available at 

Love l1Y~ft.cJJ!:!J 
--~~-~-' ---'iJ ... 

140 Fulford Ganges 
537-5882 

DROP-INS 
WELCOME 

GANGES YOGA STUDIO 
537·2444 gangesyogastudio.com 

PIRATES OF THE ISLAND: "Ross the Boss" Mcll­
venna carved this pirate out of a fir tree at his Upper 
Ganges Road home. The sword was carved from oak 
and added later. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Mercury Free Dentistry since 1986 

• QJneral FarnRfJJehtristy 
• OrthodOtdlcs 

• Clteck·ups and Gleaning 
• Mercury Free W.blte Fillings 

• Crown ancl8riclge 
• Cosmetic Dentistry 
• Teeth Wbltenlng 

• Safe Mercury Removal 

537 .. 1616 
"WE ARE CURRENTLY 

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS" 

Grace us with your smiles at GRACE POINT 

By TANYA LESTER 
Having survived two tire 

blowouts in the 11 OF Ari­
zona desert, our Route B 
caravan bus finally rattles 
into Texas on the final days 
of June. Here it will merge 
with several other Caravan 
to Cuba routes complete 
with dozens of caravanistas 
in buses, trucks and ambu­
lances stuffed full with aid. 

Crossing into Texas, a 
road sign gre_ets us: Proud 
Home of President George 
W Bush. -

We spend three days pre­
paring for the crossing. The 
first day focusses on sorting . 
through the tons of aid to 
make sure everything in the 
boxes is supposed to be in 
the boxes. In the humid 100-
degree F heat, volunteers 
like Sandee Scott push them­
selves hard to keep going. 
A nurse from Santa Cruz, 
California tells the story of . 
touring a small Cuban hospi­
tal, on a previous visit. There 
are no sheets to cover the 
patients. 

Later that day, an 
unplanned event becomes 
the main focus. A local cara­
van supporter is able to get 
us three spots in the 41

h of 
July parade. We are filled 
with glee at "crashing" what 
one Pastors of Peace staff 
person describes as a "gro­
tesque" show of conserva­
tive patriotism. 

At breakfast the next 
morning, I tell my U.S. 
friends that July 1 is Canada 
Day; our equivalent to the 
4th of July. On Salt Spring, I 
say, local musicians sing at 
our arts centre. They smile 
and tum to newcomers at our 
table to tell them what I have 
said. They are delighted that 
a mellow place like Canada 
actually exists. 

When we arrive at the 
mall where the parade is 
being organized, we are 
bombarded with army units 

Think. Feel. .Driv~e. 

SUBARU 

Introducing some very Special Edition Subarus. For an extra $699, the Legacy 2.5iSE Sedans and Wagons. and Outback 2.5iSE all come with a 
number of special features that would cost up to $1,800 if ordered separately, including a factory-installed moon roof. What's more. our Outback 
just won a 5-star crash test rating from the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration. While the Insurance Institute of Highway 
Safety gave the Legacy a gold safety rating. These SE's are in limited quantities. So if you want the moon and the stars. rush on down to your 
Subaru dealer today. BC is Subaru country. For a dealer near you visit www.subaru.ca or caii1-800-876-4AWD(4293). 

SAUNDERS SUBARU 
17841sland Highway 
across from JDF Rec Centre 

474-2211 
1·888·898·9911 

We are filled with 
glee at ••crashing" 
what one Pastors 

of Peace staff 
person describes 
as a ••grotesque•• 

show of 
conservative 
patriotism. 

maneuvering around south­
em belles flanked with U.S. 
flag variations, including 
the flag that was flown when 
slaves were still fashionable 
in the South. 

Our ambulance and two 
buses, with "Impeach Bush" 
and "God Bless the Whole 
World - No Exceptions" 
bumper stickers, lines up 
among them. 

One of the Pastors takes 
our peace flag, uses a crutch 
(destined for a Cuban hos­
pital) as a staff to hang it 
on, goes to the head of the 
parade and waves at every­
one - including the military 
-who passes her. 

We move down the parade 
route, near the end of over 
130 floats. Many of us get 
out of our vehicles and chant: 
"Cuba, si. Bloqueo, no." 

We pass thousands of 
people. They look puzzled 
at first to see us. Our brightly 
painted 1970s vehicles with 
slogans like "Cuba is our 
neighbor. End the blockade 
now" decorating their sides 
are not the usual 4th of July 
fare. 

Then we can almost liter­
ally see the "light bulbs" go 
on over the heads of those 
on the sidelines. We flash 
peace signs. The crowd mir­
rors our salutes. They clap. 
Eighty percent of them are 
Mexican American. The 
land we are walking on his­
torically belonged to them. 
They understand about pro-

testing against U.S. domi­
nation of a Latin American 
country. 

In contrast to this, crossing 
into Mexico two days later 
with our aid seems anti-cli­
mactic. We leave early, around 
5 a.m., and go to a differ­
ent border crossing than has 
previously been used. Last 
year, 43 boxes of computers 
were seized by U.S. Customs 
while the Caravan crossed 
into Mexico. This year we get 
by without a hitch. 

We speculate as to why 
this is. Maybe we caught 
them off-guard by leaving 
early and going across at a 
different border. Maybe they 
intend to isolate and intimi­
date those going on to Cuba 
on their way back. Maybe 
they will just leave us alone 
altogether and make us feel 
ineffectual. The possibility 
that the Bush administration 
is "softening" on Cuba seems 
impossible as his government 
has just released a "Com­
mission for Assistance to a 
Free Cuba" document which 
would return the island cmm­
try to U.S. colony status. 

Next day, we load the aid 
into containers at the ship 
docks in Tampico, Mexico, 
to go on a Cuban ship to 
its final destination. I get 
a last glimpse of the aid 
(the equivalent of two van 
loads) contributed by Salt 
Springers. It is difficult 
to miss with the bolts of 
cloth, donated by Sue Earle, 
among the boxes. 

Just as sure as the sun 
rises in the east, there will 
be another Caravan to Cuba 
next year. 

This is the pact that Rev. 
Lucius Walker, executive 
director of the organization, 
has made. Until the U.S. 
'blockade against Cuba is 
lifted, the Caravan will con­
tinue. For more stories and 
more information, go to Pas­
tors for Peace. org · 
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Island secedes 
from Canada? 

45years ago 
• Gavin C. Mouat Park 

opened July 1, 1961. The 
Ganges park included 15 
campsites. 

• Guest speaker Ivan 
Mouat spoke at high school 
graduation ceremonies with 
class valedictorian Duncan 
Hepburn at Mahon Hall. 

• Puzzled islanders asked 
if Salt Spring was leav­
ing Canada after a Ganges 
school flew a B.C. flag over a 
two-day period before it was 
replaced by Canada's official 
Red Ensign. 

40years ago 
• Gulf Islands Secondary 

School (now Salt Spring 
Island Middle School) was 
officially opened by Lieu­
tenant-Governor George 
Pearkes. 

• C.R. Horel prepared a 
map proposing Ganges vil­
lage boundaries for a munic­
ipality feasibility study. 

• Saturna resident Bill 
Lawson shot and killed a six­
foot female cougar ·while he 
was out for a drive with his 
wife near East Point Light­
house. 

. 3 5 years ago 
• B.C. Deputy Minister 

Lloyd Brooks called a fed­
eral plan for a Gulf Islands 
national marine park "utter 
nonsense." 

• A prison term for traf­
ficking LSD on Salt Spring 
was overturned by the B.C. 
Court of Appeal. · 

30years ago 
• Approximately 120 

islanders protested in front 
of the legislature when B.C. 
Ferries attached expiry dates 
to commuter tickets. 

• Building permits for 22 
homes valued at $656,000 
were issued by the Capital 
Regional District on the Gulf 
Islands during May 1976. 

25yearsago 
• The Salt Spring Local 

Trust Committee granted 
permission for Fred Howard 

DOWN THE 
YEARS 

to continue using a log dump 
at the foot of Rainbow Road. 

• Gulf Islands School Dis­
trict concluded seven months 
of negotiations to reach a 40 
per cent pay raise deal with 
CUPE workers over two 
years. 

20years ago 
• Lady Minto Hospital was 

one of 18 regional health­
care facilities served with 
strike notices. 

• Quick-thinking patron C. 
John Walchuck extinguished 
a fire at the Vesuvius Inn 
when he observed flames 
coming from a breaker box 
while he was eating lunch. 

15 years ago 
• Some 116 athletes par­

ticipated in Salt Spring's first 
official triathlon on June 23, 
1991. The event raised $3,000 
for the Island Swimming Pool 
Society and Island Pathways. 

• Vendors debated Satur­
day Market issues during a 
crowded Parks and Recre-
ation Commission meeting. 
One contingent petitioned 
for a move to Sundays. 

10 years ago 
• Salt Spring Conservancy 

received a $300,000 pledge 
from the Pacific Marine 
Heritage Legacy fund toward 
purchasing a one-third share 
of the 160-acre Mill Farm. 

• Deer mice infected 
with hantavirus were found 
on Salt Spring after a local 
man died from the disease in 
Aprill996. 

Five years ago 
• Nature Trust of B.C. 

purchased the 250-hectare 
former Camp Narnia site at 
Burgoyne Bay for $3.5 mil­
lion. 

• Islanders called for bet­
ter travelling connections 
during a packed meeting of 
the Salt Spring Ferry Advi­
sory Committee. 

Bridge champs named 
By JILL EVANS 
Driftwood Contributor 

Sumer is icumen in, and 
along with summer comes 
Jeff Bell from Ontario. 

On June 29, Bell and Bob 
Morrisette came first in local 
bridge activities, with Joan 
Conlan and Blanche Poborsa 
right behind. That left the 
rest of us to ponder ·that -
uh oh, Lhude sing cuccu! 

July 3 saw Bell again com­
ing first, with Paul Retal­
lack as a partner this time. A 
different group followed up, 
with Jean Elder and Patri­
cia Hewett happily coming 

BRIDGE 
TRICKS 

second, and Isabelle Rich­
ardson with partner Conhor 
Vane-Hunt excelling in third 
place. 

Perhaps it should he 
explained that those who 
gain placements have man­
aged to play above the aver­
age scores obtained by all of 
us cuccus who play duplicate 
bridge. 

• Hydraulic hoses 
• Complete automotive repairs 

• Electronic engine analysis 
• Tune ups • Oil changes 
• Four wheel drive service 

• Suspension shocks and struts 
• Fuel injection 

HAROLD HARKEMA REPAIRS 
427 Fulford·Ganges Rd. • 537·4559 • Mon. • Fri. 8·5 

S
. ~LT SPRJ~ ·~ 

Sheet Metal Ltd. G 
CUTTING YOUR HEATING COSTS WITH: 

lENNOX. 
Heating/Air Conditioning 

The Energy Savers 

TREASURE HUNTERS: An array of goods drew 
islanders and visitors alike to ArtSpring last week, 
as the arts centre's annual Island Treasure fair got 
Underway. , Photo by Derrick Lundy 

• CUSTOM COPPER & STEEL GU'JTERS • 
• HEATING • VENTILATION • H.R.V.'S • FLASHINGS • 

165 Eagle Ridge Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C. VBK 2K9 
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To our friends 
on Salt Spring! 
"Thanks for stopping by." 

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
is a 

OOetcome OOa9on 
COMMUNITY 

LeBorgne 
who will bring gifts & greetings 
along with helpful information 

about your new community! 
www. welcomewagon.ca 

537-8464 ~ 
W"gi_;;COME.,.. 
. ·Ws~5'1~~ 

OUR OWN 

...... PBERR 
OKANA&AN 
PEACHES 
ARE NOW 

HERE! 
LOCAL 

ZUCCHINI 
IV L.J.J.U~~~ I NOW • IU ;,: t;:I;•YV "_.......... - --
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fi\ElBE 
OLD f~SK\ONED 

RlM 
98$ 

LOCAL PICKLIN& 
CUKES 

JUST AROUND 
THE CORNER 

GRIMM'S 89¢ GRIMM'S 

.~.~~~.~~.~~ .. ~.~.~!~.~.~~ ................... ~~.~~~ .. ROAST BEEF 
GRIMM'S . 85¢ WITH GARLIC 
BEER SAUSAGE 11009 1 49 
···························································································· . 

per 100g 

BEAUTIFUL BLOOMING 

HYDRANGEAS 
"15% 

OFF REG. PRICES 

1 
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Over 15 Lines of Fireplaces. 
Installation ~ Service 

www.4seasonsheating.com 

. 250. 652.0886 
Call for a free appointment! 

U court & Sons 
CONTRACTING 

~ Remember to Shop Locally 

(250) 537-8809 
FOR ALL YOUR 

ROOFING NEEDS 

Fine Art Printing 
Colour Copies 

Great Quality & Prices 
also 

Black & White 
Copying and Printing 

EXCAVATING, 
FENCING & 

LANDSCAPING 

.,1g' rr Nolan Magnus 
Ji~ ~3. t. 537-5718 €" 'p . .,\ 
~;;:~ . '::,;.) c. 53 7-6066 

I sland Magic Touch 
Hair Shoppe 
il91Jffiil@~~ 

Rates to rave about. 
Readability. 
Repeated every week. 
Resource for the community. 

Call 537-9933 to 
add your "R" 

Your Building 
Supply Resource 

Centre 

Paint Supplies & All Flooring 

-Floors.Fh st 
,..,-...-,J;,; ~,-·-"-- tl!\e C""hnB-t t:ua.11.o • 

537-5455 

Nursery 
~Gia~~~~u-
7 RAVEnS nURSERY 

16111 Futford-Ganges Rd 
653-q565 

CULF ISLANDS 

• 16 years service records 
• Certified ASTTBC 
• Tank Pumping 
• Electronic Tank Locating 

653-4013 

e~avating 

~ 
D~~~GLTD. 

1537-26041 

Full Service 
"From the ground up or down" 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

SPECIALIZING IN SHIRTS, 
LARGE ITEM LAUNDRY, 

QUILTS, DUVETS, 

• Licensed Transfer Station SLEEPING BAGS, etc 

• Scheduled Pickup 
• Recycling Service 

No Job too Big or Small! 

537-2167 

G1as~ 
FREE ESTIMATES 

CUSTOM SCREENS 
10% OFF 

when you bring this ad 
(excluding installation) 

Commercial• Residential• Sunrooms 

Gulf Island Glass 
537-4545 

K apaKai 
!I Glass 
• Residential • Commercial 

· • Sunrom;ns 

FREE ESTIMATES 

537-0746 

Dr. Andrea N. Varju 

537-4356 

ToPsOILf 
u~plugyour 

drains! 

lBi"Dry" Top Soil POLARIS PLUMBING 
lBi Fish Compost 

·~· l8i Decorative Rock & Slate 

· Hillside Gravel Mart repairs • renovation 

1-250-746-5548 • power augering 

We deliver to Salt Spring! 537-4997 + 

Y.•n never guess ... Z pZip! 
••• the amazing rate to The tree's gone! advertise in this space! 

· Call The Driftwood to see GORDON LEE 

your business here in next "\\,£TREE G(J 
LTD ..)>-

week's A·Z Directory. 

~ 537-9933 

Tiriff\!Vootl 
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Golfers swing 
into greens season 

• Results for the 18 Hole 
Ladies Division for the 
Commerce Cup and Pin Day 
on July 11 are as follows: 
the low gross winner was 
Alice Richards, with a score 
of 96, while the runner-up 
was Janet Butler with a score 
of 100. 

The low net winner was 
Marj Cade with 70, and run­
ner-up went out to Marie 
Hopkins; hoisting a score 
of 71. The putt pot winners 
were Janet Butler, Joanna 
Barrett and Maureen Rowell 
with 30 putts in total. The 
KP (closest to pin) winner 
for holes 2 and 11 was Ruby 
Webster. 

• Junior Day was a day of 
celebration for the Graham 
boys. Nick Graham won the 
"closest to the middle of 
the fairway" on hole #4 and 
brother Alex won the "clos­
est to the hole chip-on" at 
the seventh hole. Along with 
the two Graham brothers, 
many other ravenous juniors 
then proceeded to wolf down 
hot dogs and fries back at the 
club house. 

• The junior membership 
was well represented at the 
Zone 5 Duncan Meadows 
Open on July 12. Zander 
Ritson, Josh Benloulou and 
Stephen Greenwood put in 
stellar performances with 
Greenwood narrowly miss­
ing a four-way playoff for 
the championship, between 
one over par competitors. 

• Last Sunday, 16 enthu­
siastic women teamed up to 
play for the SSTA President's 
Cup Women's Doubles. 

Perfect weather and bal­
anced seeding made for an 
excellent morning of excit­
ing and close matches. The 
eventual victors were Erica 
Ross and Mary Ann Legg, 
who battled to a 7-5 win 
in the tie-break, over Zilla 
Parker and Irene Tongue. 

• Results for the 18 Hole 
Men's Section for the medal 
play on July 13 are as fol­
lows: first place went to 
Tom Locke, with a net of 
64, while second place went 
out to Gus Mitchell, with a 
net of 66. Hank Doerksen 
placed third with a net of 68, 
and there was a five-way tie 
between Mike Morgan, War­
ner Woodley, Ralph Quick 

GOLF 
TEES 

and Dick Matthews for 
fourth place, with a net of 
69. Congratulations to John 
Stewart who won a gift cer­
tificate for the 50/50 draw. 

Closest to the pin (KP) #2 
was Patrick Dalton; pin # 11 
went to Lyle Brown. KP #6 
was Jim Charleton, while 
Mike Hardy received KP for 
hole #15. 

For the 18 Hole Men's Sec­
tion Results in the Parson's 
Cup Medal Play on July 6, 
Keith Lavender placed first, 
Campbell Blair took second, 
and third place was tied up 
by Colin Lawler and Ralph 
Quick. 

• The MNL's Results for 
July 10 are as follows: for 
the field, the low gross win­
ner was Joanna Barrett with 
a score of 48, runner-ups 
were Dora Reynolds and 
Janelle Holmes, both scor­
ing 49. The low net winner 
was Casey Cook with 32, 
and Denise Heaton and 6ar­
rett were the low net run­
ners-up with a score of33.5. 
Low putts winner was Hea­
ton, with 13 putts in total. 
The KP winner was Marg 
Lowther, while honourable 
mention went out to Marcie 
Hogan. 

For Your Group, low net 
winners are as follows: 4:30: 
Leslie Kollar with a score of 
37; 4:40: Patricia Sutherland 
with 38; 4:50: Janelle Hol­
mes who scored 33; 5:00: 
Casey Cook wit}:l 32; 5:10: 
with a score of 34.5, Femmy 
S., and 5:20: Sharon Farqu­
harson with 39. 

Low putts in each group 
went out to Dora Reyn­
olds (4:30) with 16 putts, 
Patricia Sutherland (4:40) 
with 17 putts, Joanna Bar­
rett (4:50) with 14, Denise 
Heaton (5 :00) scoring 13 
putts, Femmy S (5:10) with 
18 putts, and Darlene Wel­
lington ( 5: 1 0) also with 18 
putts. 

"We had an excellent turn­
out and welcomed two new 
members to our group: April 
Wright and Mary Lou Born­
pas,'' noted Patricia Suther­
land, MNL's captain. 

FOOTBALL 
FANS: Local 
football play­
ers who went 
to a training 
camp at Simon 
Fraser University 
included: (top 
row, from left} 
Gordon Fraser, 
Oliver Schnare, 
lan Barrett, 
Myles Teagle 
and Sebastian 
Banks: (bottom 
row} Dakota 
Saunders, 
Megan Henry, 
Zachary Corley 
and William 
Wilczak. 
Photo contributed 

Football players 
practice with the 
province's best 

Last week nine Salt Spring football players headed 
to the top of Burnaby Mountain for the SFU Summer 
Football Camp. 

Over 200 of the province's elite players took part in 
the week-long camp learning skills, tactics and team­
work. 

As Megan Henry put it "being the only girl out of 
204 teens proved that I can challenge myself to pursue 
my own dreams, football camp has given me enough 
confidence to last me a life time." 

Myles Teagle also had a good week and was awarded 
the "Most Improved Defensive Back" of the camp. 

The Salt Spring Football Association thanked the 
local branch of the Legion for its continued support 
and let everyone know that football will start on the 
evening of August 8. 

Boys and girls, aged 11 to 17, interested in playing 
can call Shellie Barrett at 653-4645. 

See a great photo in the Driftwood? 
Want a copy? You can order reprints 
Available in 4x6, 5x7 or 8xl 0 sizes. 
Call 537-9933 to order your reprint today! 

>fALL FAIR FOCUS 
By Sandy Barclay 

Things to put in a basket!! Dried flowers 
and potpourri - wine and bundles· of candles 
- bananas, apples and oranges - bread and rolls 
and muffins. So many things a basket can hold. 
Just let your imagination unfold!!! Now what will 
you be putting in that wonderful basket that you 
are making? Hope all of you basket makers are 
working toward the fall fair and we look forward 
to seeing you there! 

Photography 
Please see the catalogue to view all the 

exciting classes for this year's photography 
section of this year's Fall Fair. The exhibit this 
year is a country fair where people share their 
photographic experiences and views of the world. 
The exhibitors are amateurs so it promises to be 
an exciting exhibit. Please see the catalogue for 
further details! 

Decorated business 
Judging for the best-decorated business will 

take place on Monday September 11. The best 

decorated business using this years . :v_s~, '_vi' / .. 
theme 'Celebrate Farming's Future' ~ '"" ~-
will receive the Island Farmers iJ.t:lf. ~ 
Institute trophy! So let's get /41et~ ~ started!! SJrr\5 

RJCI--IAR.1) J WEY 
& \'\f)(l\ll\ 

LAND SURVEYING INC. 

The Lord james #4- 2227 james White Blvd. 

Sidney BC, V8L 1ZS ph: 250-656-5155 fx: 250~656-5175 
www. weysu rveys.com 

LEGAL, ENGINEERING & TO-POGRAPHICAL SURVEYS • SUBDIVISION PLANNING 

TENNIS f!.r 
JUNIORS! 
\IJS.i .i.i .IS.\ .lSI .I IS 

Monday July 24 -Thursday July 27 
(times to be arranged) 

Cost $40 

Mixed boys and girls camp 
coming in August! 

(Sports Schedule) 
SUMMER 

SOCCER CAMPS 
All kinds of programs for minis, girls, tots, 

juniors & seniors offered through the 
SSI Youth Soccer Association 

From July 17-July 29 
and August 21-September 1 
SIMS field & Portlock Park 

See www.saltspringsoccer.com 
for all the details! 

All events subject to change 

'tHIS WBB BMOIIN' HIJJ DEALS 

........ ~:::::::: >~~~ 
l1.4BLE NEW & usED 

is I an dspo rtst rade rs. ca 

20% All CAMPII EQUIPI\IM 
tents, sleeping bags, 

OFF packs, more 

20% All BAU. GEAR 
gloves, cleats, bags, 

Off batting gloves, more 

15~ ALLBATS 
135 McPhillios Ave. Mon.- Sat. 10 am- 6 537-5148 

v 



A20 .._ WEDNESDAY, JULY 19,2006 SPORTS & RECREATION GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Dtbbit 

LOUL A6(NTS 
S(RVIN6 YOUR 
(OMMUNITY 

Julia 

7 ·1 0 Cruise in Hawaii?? 
Visit the Big Island, 
Maui, and Kauai. 

Meals are included. 
Prices from 599.00 USD 1/S 

7 49.00 USD 0/S 
Air not included, so you could plan 

for extra nights to round out the holiday! 

GANGES 

Weds., July 5, 12,26 & 
August 2, 9, & Fri., July 21 2 p.m. 

Info/registration at the library 

537-4666 

VJLLAGE MARKET 
"100% Island Owned and Operated" 

ACT Q!JICKLY 
P SE I- 0 LY 25 COTTAGES AVAILABLE 

exd · e vacation cottages 
lNG SOON! 

SUMMER SERVE: Tennis instructor Tessa Newbrook takes some time out at the 
Portlock Park tennis courts to hone her skills. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Week's top bowlers named 
What's On? 

seepageB2 

Special Olympics results 
at Kings Lane Recreation on 
Wednesday, July 12, 2006 
were as follws: Jimmy Beck 
141; Gerry Swing 159-170; 
Dominic George 159; Gloria 
Dale 169-150; Mahjor Bains 

HIGH 
ROLLERS 
181-214; Jason Newport 
250-223 . 

SALTS Rl G SLAND ' 
'l .... lAGE RESORT 

'BEAUTIFUL BRITISH COlOMBIA 
- GULf ISlANDS -

~see:b;llr~feyll!lli!Yp~oo~~:sucn~ 

~~iirn~~~f.iamg~eactJSldee 
~(!l'fter_a~~.3 K> 1Vs,aS0041rertatlardgomnet 

Quarter Owners 

~~~ - nature's .splendor! 

G 
Fw~ lnfotmafioa 

1 888 538 6246 

OpenHouseY. Daily 12noon- 5pm 
~ ~m Bullock take. 
3~fim:lm~Gangesoo ~ Rd 

arr gin the 

BUYt~flY 
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