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Weather
Sun with cloudy 
periods today 
(Wednesday) is 
expected to turn to 
showers tomorrow. 
Clouds on Friday 
and then sunny for 
the weekend. Highs 
to 12 C (Saturday); 
overnight lows to 0 
(Thursday).

Index
Arts  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19
Classifieds  . . . . . . .  35
Editorials  . . . . . . . . .  8
Ferry Schedules  . .  39
Horoscope . . . . . . .  39
Letters. . . . . . . . . . . .  9
Sports  . . . . . . . . . . .  32
TV Listings. . . . . . . .  17
What’s On. . . . . . . .  24

THIS WEEK’S INSERTS

Salt Spring’s
first teacher
The Driftwood looks 
at the island’s past 
during Black History 
Month. Page 29.

• Ganges 
Pharmasave

• Ganges Village 
Market

• Thrifty Foods
• Mouat’s Home 

Hardware
• Field’s Stores
• Kenmore Days
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BUDGET CAR SALES VICTORIA

Car and Truck Sales

OVER 100 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM
• No payments for 6 months  •  30 day money back guarantee

• No money down  •  0% interest for one year

2224 Douglas St., Victoria 1-866-955-5353
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Gulf Islands

CRYSTAL CLEAR: Jubal Hume balances a crystal ball with an upsidedown view 
in Centennial Park. Hume is part of a juggling team that is gearing up to enter-
tain the hordes at the Saturday Market in the Park, which is set to open this year 
on March 26. Photo by Derrick Lundy

Hockey boom busts local Slugs team’s season
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

NHL players, owners and 
fans might lament a lost 
hockey season but the Salt 
Spring Slugs are looking at 
the end of an era.

After decades of play, the 
island-based hockey team 
was essentially locked out of 
their “home” arena in Che-
mainus this year.

Derek Topping, 32, grew 
up watching the Slugs play, 
since his father Mel was a 

team founder, and he joined 
the team when he was 13 
or 14. The Slugs played at 
Fuller Lake for at least 25 
years, he said.

“In all fairness, Fuller 
Lake Arena was very good 
to us . . . It just got to a point 
where they couldn’t hold a 
slot for us any more,” Top-
ping said.

No talk of salary caps, 
watered down leagues or 
lucrative TV contracts fac-
tored into the lock out.

“I think there’s a general 
shortage of ice time all over 
the place,” he said.

Pundits might claim that 
if NHL bargaining withers 
on the vine, the Canadian 
identity will be forever shat-
tered. But hockey appears to 
be booming in the Cowichan 
Valley with or without a 
major-league to watch on 
TV.

“It’s a simple thing. The 
interest in hockey over there, 
with kids and adults, has 

basically increased,” Top-
ping said.

Chemainus has seen a new 
women’s team and minor 
hockey starting at an earlier 
age, said Fuller Lake office 
assistant Laura White.

“Hockey is thriving.”
Fuller Lake currently 

provides ice time for figure 
skaters, minor hockey, high-
school hockey and 16 adult 
teams, White said.

“I’m doing lots of coach-
ing myself. Both my kids are 

playing in Fuller Lake. So 
I’m over there five days a 
week,” Topping said.

Approximately seven 
island kids are playing on 
Chemainus-based minor 
hockey teams, he noted.

Unfortunately, a grass-
roots hockey revival on Van-
couver Island came at a cost 
for the Slugs.

“They’re within the tax 
base and we’re not and so 

SLUGS SEASON ENDS 2

Zoning throws 
a wrench in 
fire hall plans
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Staff Writer

Plans to construct a water 
tank at the Fulford fire hall 
have flushed out significant 
problems with the site’s zon-
ing and the safety of south-
end residents.

“This is now becoming 
a public issue and south-
end people deserve better. 
They’re playing games with 
the safety of those living 
in the south end,” said Salt 
Spring fire board trustee Ken 
Lee.

Fire chief Dave Enfield 
raised the issue during the 
monthly f ire department 
meeting on February 21. 
According to Enfield, plans 
to build a 20,000-gallon 
water tank by fire hall #2 in 
Fulford have uncovered that 

current bylaws place severe 
restrictions on what can be 
built on the site.

According to Islands Trust 
planner Cathy McNamara, 
the site is currently consid-
ered “legal non-conforming” 
and while she anticipates no 
immediate problems, the 
bylaw does place restrictions 
on the station’s long-term 
growth.

McNamara said the fire 
district will not be permitted 
to increase the site’s use or 
replace the building if it sus-
tains over 70 per cent dam-
age in a fire. It will also lose 
its non-conforming status 
if the hall ceases to operate 
for more than a six-month 
period.

FULFORD FIREHALL 2

Four-day petition 
sent to legislature
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

A local petition calling 
for a return to the five-day 
school week made a cameo 
appearance in the Victoria 
legislature Thursday.

But a local vote over school 
calendar changes might have 
more impact than wrangling 
with politicians before the 
impending provincial elec-
tion.

Squeezed between a furi-
ous debate over seniors care 

and droning announcements 
for various government proj-
ects, a petition to restore 
f ive-day education on the 
Gulf Islands was introduced 
to the House by opposition 
MLA Jenny Kwan and then 
perfunctorily tabled.

“That’s it?” said Keep Five 
Alive Coalition (KFAC) par-
ent member Mona Fertig.

Some 20 KFAC members 
rented a bus to Victoria and 
met with NDP MLAs Kwan 

PETITION 3

100th Anniversary of
Rotary International Pg. 15
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we got pushed out,” Topping 
said.

Many Slugs hung up their 
skates after the 2003/04 sea-
son ended with the Parks-
ville Men’s Hockey Easter 
Recreation Tournament.

Fuller Lake had offered 
bi-monthly late-evening 
practice time slots but it just 
wasn’t manageable, he said.

“Everybody just said, 
‘It’s not really worth it any-
more.’”

Topping would love to see 
an arena on Salt Spring but 
he recognizes that a pool 
will take a priority in the 
new recreation complex set 
for construction this year.

Still, he hopes planners 
make provisions for the 
future.

According to a Driftwood 
report from October 22, 
1980, the Slugs were formed 
from remnants of the Mill 
Bay Misf its after a 1979 
tournament in Summerland.

“The team is still a shod-
dy mixture of space-age 
hippies, Fulford cowboys, 
bleary-eyed teachers and 
other assorted outstanding 
members of the community,” 
the Driftwood reported.

Mel Topping, Scott Berg-

strome, Bernie Reynolds and 
Pat Akerman counted among 
some of the original Slugs. 

Opening games of the 
1980 season saw islanders 
win 15-6 against the Mill 
Bay Saints and 20-5 over 
the Bamberton Bruins, with 
Dan Akerman scoring seven 
goals.

Former Slug and ex-Drift-
wood reporter Jim Black 
penned the Slug Trail col-
umn for many years: “Some-
where between five and a 
million,” he said.

“We built up a really big 
following.”

Black only recalls scoring 
one goal in his eight seasons 
with the Slugs.

“I  took a shot  from 
the blue line. It was a two 
bouncer and it bounced off 
somebody’s ass and went 
in,” he laughed.

“But I had thousands of 
assists — mostly for the 
other team.”

Road trips were his favou-
rite part of the game.

“We’d cram 15 guys and 
all our gear into one van 
and drive all over Vancouver 
Island and play hockey.”

Then they’d return to the 
island in the wee hours on 

an ancient derelict fish boat, 
he said.

“I always made sure I 
sat next to the goalie pads 
because they floated.”

Legend has it the Slugs 
even won the B Division 
in a 1993 Comox tourney 
when they enlisted the aid 
of a third-string Canucks 
goalie who was working at 
the Crofton mill.

“The shots on net were 
something like 75-80 for the 
other team to our 25 and we 
won 2-1 or 3-1,” said Black.

Islander Pete Schure was 
another Slug with major-
league talent.

“He’s one of those guys 
who made it achingly close 
to the NHL,” Black said.

Schure played pro hockey 
in the CHL’s Wichita Thun-
der and the ECHL’s Cincin-
nati Cyclones after a four-
year stint with the NCAA 
Northeastern University 
team in the early 1990s.

“He’s tough as nails and a 
really nice guy,” Black said.

In a parallel to their 
contemporary NHL coun-
terparts, who now skate in 
other leagues, a few die-hard 
hockey-playing islanders 
like Blaine Johnson and Paul 
Reynolds now play with 
the Duncan Angels. But the 
local gastropods had an all-
star reunion gathering that 
included past legends and a 

number of novice guests on 
December 30.

“The next day, a bunch of 
people couldn’t walk,” said 
Johnson.

Novices and veterans 
were divided into two teams 
of Sluggish islanders, one 
captained by Peter “Swede” 
Huser and the other by Pete 
“the Goon” Schure for a 
well-matched game, John-
son said.

The game also brought a 
host of memories, along with 
a host of Akermans, includ-
ing Pat, Gord, Bob and Ken.

“ B o b  A ke r m a n  wa s 
unable to score on me with 
eight breakaways,” Johnson 
laughed.

The reunion game also 
saw the return of “Deadstop” 
Black, who scored eight 
assists — on his own team, 
said Johnson.

“He was the high-point 
getter.”

The final score was 10-8 
for some Slug team or anoth-
er captained by a Pete that 
included an Akerman.

“It matched up perfectly,” 
Johnson said.

Unlike their NHL coun-
terparts, the Slugs still hope 
to f ind some ice time for 
another re-match this season 
— a game that is likely more 
related to the heart of Cana-
dian identity than any major-
league reconciliation.

SLUGS SEASON ENDS 
From Page 1

The water tank has been 
“a longstanding issue” and 
is considered vital in secur-
ing a stable water supply for 
south-end residents, Mon-
day’s meeting heard.

“We’ve been asking for 
this month after month after 
month,” said Lee. 

“The residents were given 
assurances two years ago 
that this would be done and 
now it is becoming a point 
of friction.”

Water tank construction 

cannot proceed unless the 
f ire department can show 
that the structure is only sup-
plementing — not increas-
ing — the existing use.

McNamara explained 
that plans to build an addi-
tional vehicle bay or fire-
hall extension would not be 
acceptable.

Lee, who also chairs the 
South Salt Spring Property 
Owners and Residents Asso-
ciation, expressed disbelief 
that no one had considered 

investigating the matter and 
concern about future plans 
for the island’s three f ire 
halls.

“We’re at the 11th hour and 
59th minute when we get this 
hitch. What about the other 
fire halls and what about the 
training ground that is being 
planned?” he asked.

Although water tank con-
struction may proceed, plans 
to build a training facility 
will be more complicated, 
considering that it would 

clearly expand the land’s 
existing uses.

Fire board chair Michael 
Schubart assured people 
attending the meeting that 
finding a solution is just a 
matter of going through the 
proper channels.

“This is merely a technical 
detail. It is not the chief ’s 
fault,” he said. “Islands Trust 
has thrown a wrench in the 
works and sitting here bad-
gering each other is not the 
answer.”

FULFORD FIRE HALL
From Page 1

A Driftwood article on 
death and dying from Janu-
ary 26 incorrectly reported 

that embalming is required 
under health regulations 
for casket burials 48 hours 
after death.

“There is no statement 
in our legislation that 
says embalming is legally 
required,” said Business 
Practices and Consumer 

Protection Authority direc-
tor of operations Tayt Win-
nitoy.

In fact, funeral home 
personnel are actually 
required to inform clients 
that “embalming is not 
a legal requirement but 
may be required [as one 

option] in some circum-
stances,” he said. A Health 
Act communicable-disease 
regulation requires trans-
ported human remains to 
be either embalmed, sealed 
in a metal-lined casket, or 
moved within 72 hours of 
death.

FOR THE
RECORD
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North End Fitness
Health Club
537-5217

Join North End Fitness today and receive 
75% off the Registration Fee.
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SCHOOL CROSSING: Members of the Keep Five Alive Coalition delivered a peti-
tion with 1,000 signatures to the legislature on Thursday as a protest against the 
Gulf Islands’ four-day school week. Photo by Mitchell Sherrin

PETITION
From Page 1

School company cracks books

and Jagrup Brar to deliver 
the 1,000-signature peti-
tion and hear it read in the 
House.

“Since your MLA is, in a 
word — nowhere — to be 
found, I’d be delighted to 
receive your education peti-
tion,” Kwan said.

She heard stories about 
students who commute for 
10-hour days on buses and 
water taxis, special-needs 
students who require respite 
care and schools left without 
cleaning because CUPE staff 
levels were cut.

“The lack of a f ive-day 
school week has not been 
proven educationally sound,” 
said Fertig. “We’re an exper-
iment.”

And retired teacher Irene 
Wright argued that school 
trustees shouldn’t have to 
make decisions about how to 
reduce education services.

“The greatest impact is on 
the people least able to sus-
tain it,” said Wright.

As opposition educa-
tion critic, Kwan assured 
islanders that schools are an 
NDP priority and she spoke 
directly to questions about 
their platform.

“I don’t want to mislead 
you. No matter who is in 
government, there will never 
be enough money to do 
everything we want.”

But increased costs to 

education have not been 
adequately funded in the last 
four years, which has led to 
reduced services, school clo-
sures and adjusted calendars, 
Kwan said.

“Even when we were in 
government, we too strug-
gled with those demands.”

Asked if class size and 
composition legislation 
would be overturned if the 
NDP took office, Kwan indi-
cated that party leader Car-
ole James is “committed to 
a free collective bargaining 
process.”

Kwan also said she would 
look at legislation that allows 
school boards to adjust cal-
endars, but she emphasized 
cash is the key.

“The core issue is that 
school boards do not have 
enough funds so they are 
looking at cutting corners.”

KFAC members  a lso 
pressed Kwan about leg-
islation that allows school 
boards to form private com-
panies.

“It’s a serious ethical 
issue in our school district,” 
said KFAC parent-educator 
David Banks.

Ex-school trustee Garth 
Hendren expressed surprise 
that public enterprises can 
operate private ventures 
without an arm’s length 
arrangement.

“It looks like they are 
going in for private educa-

tion in public facilities,” said 
CUPE worker Judy Boylan.

Kwan also addressed 
questions about the rural 
funding formula that has 
seen districts like West Van-
couver benefit at the cost of 
smaller districts like the Gulf 
Islands.

“So, you’ll put the heart 
back in the ‘heartland?’” 
asked Gulf Islands Teacher 
Association president Jean 
Claude Levesque.

In transit to the legislature, 
KFAC members said a vote 
among island parents could 
be the best way to clarify 
parent support or opposition 
to the four-day school week.

“Regardless of what my 
position is, I think it’s very 
fair to give people a black 
and white question,” said 
Levesque. 

On February 9, school 
trustees were informed about 
an existing 1994 bylaw that 
prescribes a vote to deter-
mine approval for school 
calendar changes.

“The coalition is pleased 
to see that the district did 
value the concerns of their 
constituents at one time,” 
said Hendren.

And KFAC will press for 
a vote if the board intends to 
continue the four-day week 
next year, he said.

“It’s like a cornerstone. 
We’ve always wanted a ref-
erendum.”

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

A fledgling School District 
Business Company that’s 
been stretching its wings 
in Asia and Eastern Europe 
tried to appease critics with 
detailed financial informa-
tion during the school board 
meeting on February 9.

“There is no one making a 
quarter of a million dollars, 
which has been intimated,” 
said Gulf Islands School 
District #64 (SD#64) sec-
retary-treasurer Rod Scot-
vold.

Despite revenues top-
ping $1,061,077, the inde-
pendent business company 
generated modest earnings 
of $16,492.93, while provid-
ing a variety of educational 
services during the 2003/04 
school year, Scotvold said.

International students 
created the largest revenue 
stream of $777,039.69, but 
the business company paid 
SD#64 $400,500 for edu-
cational services (52.5 per 
cent of gross revenue) and 
incurred $311,316.60 in pro-
fessional services.

Within professional ser-
vices, contracts for two 
jobs in program manage-
ment totalled $155,439.96, 
the business company spent 
another $37,181.50 for 
program development and 
$38,091.64 for a program 
coordinator (now handled 
internally within the school 
district).

Some $80,000 in profes-
sional services was spent on 
advertising, translation, web-

site design, brochure design 
and international agents.

Marketing costs, advertis-
ing, field trips and other sun-
dry expenses added another 
$100,688 in costs, he said.

The international pro-
gram generated a net loss of 
$35,465.28, he said.

Revenue of $84,340 was 
offset by $53,682 in expens-
es (program management, 
professional services, field 
trips, travel and promotional 
material) to create $30,657 
net company profit.

Some $19,161 revenue 
also came from a project to 
manage $112,000 in Grass-
roots grants to B.C. school 
districts (with expenses of 

$22,342 for a coordinator).
Contributing to overall 

corporate debt, the business 
company purchased shares 
in a Polish school, the Cana-
dian Maple Leaf School, in 
Warsaw.

The private school is cur-
rently providing early Eng-
lish immersion for 15 pre-
school, kindergarten and 
Grade 1 students.

“Once we get over 30 
students, it will be a good 
money maker,” Scotvold 
said.

The company also hopes 
to make money from an on-
line course for prospective 
international students called 
Introduction to Canada.
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‘The good, the bad and the ugly’ — 
analysis shows adaptation to 4 days
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

An extra day off on the 
Gulf Islands appears to bal-
ance added stress of longer 
school hours, says an ana-
lyst of the Four-Day School 
Week Questionnaire.

“If there was one state-
ment that sums up all the 
varied responses to this 
questionnaire, it would be 
‘I’m running as fast as I can 
Monday through Thursday, 
but having Friday off makes 
up for it.’ Of course, the 
responses are not that sim-
ple,” wrote David Cheslow 
in the executive summary of 
his analysis.

The Saturna-based busi-
ness consultant and software 
developer wrote an in-depth 
synopsis based on 7,000 
comments collected from a 
four-day school week ques-
tionnaire administered by 
the school district in mid-
December.

“He points out the good, 
the bad and the ugly,” said 
district director of instruc-
tion Terry Corcoran.

While the questionnaire 

might not have been a suc-
cess as a scientific survey, it 
was a success in collecting 
feedback, Corcoran said.

Feedback is an excellent 
resource for identifying 
potential problem areas, and 
for improving the quality of 
education, Cheslow said.

He found that, overall, stu-
dents like the four-day week, 
“primarily because they like 
having three-day weekends.” 
But parents were less sup-
portive — “they have serious 
concerns about academic 
performance.”

Additionally, academically 
strong students and students 
from wealthier families 
were adapting more easily, 
but struggling students were 
having a more difficult time 
keeping up, he said.

Outer Island high-school 
students have found almost 
no time for anything other 
than school and sleep during 
the week, he reported.

“The point here is that it 
is not possible to generalize 
and say that the four (or five) 
day school week is ‘good’ 
or ‘bad,’ it’s only possible 

to say whom it is good for 
and whom it is bad for,” said 
Cheslow.

Added fatigue and extra 
stress can be mitigated by 
changes in teaching strat-
egies and extra-curricular 
plans during the week, he 
suggested.

“Those that have success-
fully changed to accommo-
date the new school schedule 
are, in general, faring bet-
ter than those who expected 
this year to be ‘business as 
usual.’”

Cheslow even offered a 
target to “blame” for the cal-
endar change, should one be 
desired.

“This particular change 
was a response to budget cuts 
made by the B.C. provincial 
government. Almost no par-
ent, teacher, or student likes 
that. The school board chose 
the four-day school week 
as the preferred response to 
these budget cuts.”

The district now expects 
to save some $350,000 from 
implementing a four-day 
week. When the plan was put 
forward last year, it forecast 

savings of $400,000.
“At this point we are on 

track for the savings we pro-
jected,” district secretary-
treasurer Rod Scotvold said 
during a school board meet-
ing on February 9.

The $50,000 discrepancy 
was caused because the dis-
trict did not save forecast 
costs in the area of teacher 
sick time, he noted.

Additionally, the Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) newsletter issued 
Monday repor ted l i t t le 
change in academic perfor-
mance as a result of the cal-
endar change.

Students tracked at GISS 
revealed a 75.061per cent 
average in all courses taken 
in 2004-5 (among grade 10-
12 students) under the four-
day calendar compared to a 
74.616 per cent average in 
2003-4 (grade 9-11 students) 
under the five-day schedule.

Islanders can access Ches-
low’s statistical analysis on 
the district website (www.
sd64.bc.ca). For people 
without computers, access is 
available at schools and the 
Salt Spring library.

Board lengthens school day for next year
School days lengthened by 

a four-day calendar change 
will get a little longer next 
year.

During the February 9 
meeting of the Gulf Islands 
School Board, trustees dis-
cussed stretching school 
days by 1.5-to three minutes 
due to time lost to parent-
teacher conferences.

A move to lengthen the 
school day was prompted by 
concerns over school-cal-

endar erosion by Pete Wil-
liams, who spoke on behalf 
of the Pender Islands Parent 
Advisory Council (PAC).

“The four-day week has 
put a focus on hours and 
minutes,” Williams said.

“We just want our minutes 
back,” said Pender PAC chair 
Jane Gregory.

Currently, local teachers 
dismiss students at lunch and 
hold 15-minute conferenc-
es from 1 to 5 p.m., which 

allows them to see approxi-
mately 16 sets of parents, 
noted Pender school princi-
pal David Nickoli.

“We couldn’t accommo-
date the number of parents 
that we do in any other way,” 
said Gulf Islands Second-
ary School principal Nancy 
Macdonald.

But the School Calendar 
Regulation only permits 
boards to shorten up to four 
school days by one hour for 

conferences each year.
It’s been standard practice 

to make early dismissals at 
lunch during parent-teacher 
conferences for decades, 
said district superintendent 
Wendy Herbert.

“There was never any 
intent to mislead,” she said.

The high school will likely 
add 90 seconds to the day 
while elementary schools 
will gain three minutes every 
day next year, she said.

Lunn pleased with 
DNA database law
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Staff Writer

After two years of delib-
erations, a national DNA 
database is well on its way 
to becoming law, according 
to its initiator, Saanich-Gulf 
Islands MP Gary Lunn.

“This is simply a matter 
of technology moving ahead 
of the law,” he said. “This is 
something we don’t want to 
miss out on.”

The proposed national 
DNA database will help 
police locate missing per-
sons at the request of family 
members.

Once in place,  rela-
tives will be able to cross-
reference their DNA with 
thousands of samples that 

already exist in federal and 
provincial indexes.

Pointing out the need for 
such a database, Lunn said an 
estimated 4,000 people are 
missing in Canada, including 
2,000 children. The crime 
scene index alone has 15,000 
profiles of DNA which have 
never been identified.

Lunn gave much of the 
credit for the initiative to 
constituent Judy Peterson, 
whose 14-year-old daugh-
ter Lindsey disappeared in 
1993.

“The cost of this plan is 
not even a factor. This is not 
a money issue,” he said. “All 
of the existing structures are 
already in place. There just 
isn’t any legal basis for using 
them.”

Lunn refuted claims the 
bill would limit Canadians’ 
privacy and stated participa-
tion in the project would be 
entirely voluntary.

“If someone does not want 
to be found, information will 
not be used. This is a tool that 
will be used by those who are 
searching for missing rela-
tives and loved ones.”

According to Lunn, the bill 
“crosses all party lines” and 
is supported by the provinces 
and the attorney general. He 
is proposing amendments to 
the government’s Bill C-13 
which would incorporate 
C-240 in the legislation. 
The changes are expected 
to come into effect by early 
summer.

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE: 537-9933
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Corky Evans speaks to 
a full house in the United Church basement, after 
partaking of a potluck dinner organized by the Salt 
Spring NDP Club on Thursday. Photo by Derrick Lundy

Student eyes conference

Mill and critics dispute study process 
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Staff Writer

Clean-air advocates are 
fuming because they feel a 
non-disclosure agreement 
will limit the findings of an 
upcoming review of Crofton 
area air quality.

“If anything, this should 
serve to alert people that a 
company can’t be trusted to 
run their own reviews and 
points out the degree of col-
lusion between government 
and industry,” said Crof-
ton Airshed Citizens Group 
(CACG) member Michael 
Cooke.

The report in question is 
an independent peer review 
conducted by RWDI West 
Consulting to examine the 
methods and f indings of 
the 2004 Jacques Whit-
ford Report and subsequent 
review by the Specialists in 
Energy, Nuclear and Envi-
ronmental Sciences f irm 
hired by the CACG.

The Whitford report was 
commissioned in response 
to a demand by communi-
ty members to know more 
about the possible effects 
of emissions from Norske’s 
Crofton mill site. 

It recommended that more 
sampling of pollutants be 
done along the property’s 
fence line and that existing 

monitoring equipment be 
updated.

“After the Jacques Whit-
ford Report, everyone basi-
cally agreed that there were 
problems with the ambient 
air quality and not enough 
effective monitoring sta-
tions,” said Elizabeth White 
of CACG. 

Although White admit-
ted it was not clear what 
the long-term impact of the 
agreement would be, she 
said that it would limit what 
the consultant’s report could 
reveal to the public.

“This review may be able 
to point out how reliable or 
unreliable the Jacques Whit-
ford report was but will fail 
to point out how emissions 
are damaging our health,” 
said Elizabeth White.

The RWDI report was 

commissioned by the non-
prof it group Reach For 
Unbleached and paid for 
with money raised from last 
year’s Clean Air Concert. 

According to Norske vice-
president Don McKendrick, 
the non-disclosure agree-
ment prevents competitors 
from obtaining industry 
information and was not 
conceived with the intention 
of concealing information 
from the public.

McKendrick explained 
that f indings related to 
business data, and fuel and 
chemical usage must be pre-
served to maintain Norske’s 
competitive advantage.

He said the company 
responded to the report’s ini-
tial findings by updating mea-
suring equipment and using 
real-time monitoring systems. 

All necessary information 
will be provided to RWDI 
for completing the review, 
said McKendrick, who is 
confident that the Whitford 
report will stand.

“As far as what is going 
out of the mill, it is full dis-
closure,” he said. “The very 
reputation of the companies 
undertaking the studies is 
determined by their accu-
racy.” 

McKendrick also noted 
that Norske suspended its 
Alternate Fuels Trial Pro-
posal, which called for the 
burning of tires, railway ties 
and coal.

“We made it clear that we 
are putting that on the back-
burner,” he said. “We found 
we needed to engage with 
the community and better 
understand the health risks.”

By SEAN MCINTYRE
Staff Writer

Phoenix Elementary stu-
dent James Therrien-Jarvis 
has all the skills and enthu-
siasm required to attend the 
upcoming World Leadership 
Conference in Washington, 
D.C. 

Now all he needs is a plane 
ticket.

“I’m really excited about 
getting chosen for the expe-
rience,” James said. “I’m 
looking forward to meet-
ing people from all over the 
world and visiting all the 
places to see. Now I just 
need to get there.”

James was nominated for 
the event by school principal 
Shelly Johnson, who thought 
the conference would pro-
vide the 13-year-old with the 
chance of a lifetime.

“James is a marvellous 
student on many levels,” she 
said. “He’s a great citizen, 
has strong social skills and is 
very strong academically.”

Outside of the classroom, 
James works as a peer coun-
sellor and made headlines 
with a powerful speech to 
the school board when it was 
deliberating whether or not 

to shut the doors of Phoenix 
Elementary last year.

Johnson said this experi-
ence would not only help her 
student but also inspire oth-
ers in the school and in the 
community.

“I think it would be great 
to have a Canadian voice at 
the conference. James would 
be a good representative for 
Salt Spring and for Canada,” 
she said.

Although the conference 
is free, students, friends and 
family have already begun 
raising money to cover the 
expected $1,000 of travel 
expenses.

The 49th annual World 
Leadership Conference is 
scheduled for the first week 
of April. It aims to reinforce 
students’ leadership abilities 
by focussing on elements 
such as character, communi-
cation, problem-solving and 
teamwork.

Those in attendance, 
called student ambassadors, 
will spend six days visiting 
the sights of Washington in 
an attempt to foster a better 
understanding of the history 
and politics of the United 
States.

Students will get a behind-
the-scenes look at many well-
known landmarks and muse-
ums, including the Library 
of Congress, Capitol Build-
ing, Holocaust Museum and 
International Spy Museum.

Although the conference 
will be made up primarily of 
American students, James is 
confident that it is relevant 
for Canadians.

“It’s a great chance to 
learn about what makes 
a true leader,” he said. “It 
will be something that I will 
probably never forget.”

When asked what makes 
a good leader, James took 
a minute to consider his 
words.

“A leader is someone who 
can make decisions and com-
municate to a lot of people. 
It’s something that can be 
learned.”

Those interested in help-
ing James get to Washing-
ton are requested to contact 
Phoenix Elementary.
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KANAKA TREE CARE
Hazard Tree Removal
Limbing for Light & View
Fruit Tree Pruning
Consultations

Kip T. Mah
Arborist

-Fully Insured-                                 538-8441

Ice-cold dip prompts boat-safety tips
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Motivated by hope that 
he can save another boater, 
Wayne Hewitt pushes aside 
his embarrassment to talk 
about a brush with hypother-
mia.

“I guess I’m just thankful 
to be alive,” Hewitt said.

He was collecting water 
samples in the middle of 
Cusheon Lake with a gov-
ernment biologist last month 
when they suddenly found 
themselves in the water.

“It’s the simplest little 
things that can kill you.”

Recent flooding had cre-
ated optimal conditions to 
collect missing data for the 
Cusheon Lake Management 
Plan, he said.

“It should have been a 
routine thing.”

Hewitt and biologist Deb 
Epps from the Ministry of 
Water, Land and Air Pro-
tection thought collecting a 
sample from the lake would 
take them less than an hour.

Both experienced boaters 
were wearing personal flo-
tation devices (PFDs) and 
had other safety measures 
in place but he realizes they 
made several errors that 
could have proved fatal.

“When the boat flips over, 
it usually ends up falling on 
top of you . . . I have the 
scrapes and bruises to prove 
it.”

He realized how easily 
someone could be knocked 
unconscious and drown 
without a lifejacket.

“Even though we think 
these lakes are really pop-
ulated, there’s not many 
people around them in the 
winter.”

While Hewitt and Epps 
were able to right the boat, 
it was still partially full of 
water and they lost the bailer 
when they flipped.

“The oars also fell out 
when the boat tipped over. 
It’s amazing how quickly 
they get out of reach.”

He also saw how a buoy-
ant line attached to the boat 
would have been helpful and 
his lifejacket had no whistle, 
which meant they had to yell 
for help, which was more 
difficult.

“You don’t have many 
minutes before hypothermia 
kicks in.”

Then it was a tough deci-
sion to decide whether to 
climb aboard the boat, as 
recommended, or try for 
shore in the frigid waters.

“The temperature was 4 
degrees, we had just mea-
sured it.”

They opted to swim to 
shore with the boat in tow to 
provide additional flotation.

“In a matter of minutes I 
couldn’t feel my legs.”

While Epps kicked off her 
boots, Hewitt found his own 
were stuck to his feet.

“They’re like an anchor 
sucked on like a suction 
cup.”

But he preferred his stan-
dard PFD to Epps’ self-
inflating vest.

“You’re already down 

in the water before it can 
inflate,” he said.

Consequently, Epps got 
her head wet, which added 
to heat loss.

Fortunately, someone who 
heard their cries brought 
police and fire department 
rescuers.

But Hewitt advises island-
ers to learn from their mis-
takes.

“Always make sure some-
one is with you and make 
sure someone else knows 
where you are going.”

Canadian Coast Guard 
officer Paul Reynolds sug-
gests that boaters pick up a 
free copy of the Safe Boat-
ing Guide, which is available 
at the coast guard station 
and various marine supply 
stores.

Along with Hewitt’s tips, 
all included in the guide, 
Reynolds noted that boat-
ers need navigation lights 
at night.

He also recommends 
strapping a paddle directly 
to a boat or canoe and secur-
ing the bailer.

One of his biggest tips is 
to stay with the boat to aid 
rescue.

“You never know how long 
you will be out there.”

Wayne Hewitt

Emergency crews fundraise for rescue boat
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Staff Writer

A recent incident on 
Cusheon Lake that left res-
cue workers scrambling to 
borrow a vessel from area 
residents has rekindled 
efforts to obtain a permanent 
mobile rescue craft for Salt 
Spring Island.

“The plan began about two 
years ago but generated very 
little interest because there 
were other things going on 
at the time,” said RCMP Cpl. 
Dave Voller. “The Cusheon 
Lake incident and others like 
it have really shown the value 
of having such a craft.”  

Voller recalled a 2004 
incident that occurred on 

St. Mary Lake when res-
cue workers had to wait for 
the wind to blow a stranded 
boater towards the shore 
before they could intervene.  

“In a community that has 
seven lakes and that is sur-
rounded by water, it seems 
like a pretty good idea to 
have a rescue boat,” Voller 
added.

A rigid-hull Zodiac type 
inflatable boat, four-stroke 
engine, trailer and addi-
tional rescue equipment 
costs between $14,000 and 
$15,000. 

Although an account has 
been opened, fundraising has 
proceeded slowly.

“There’s money in the 

account but nothing has been 
raised during the past two 
years,” said Arjuna George, 
fundraising coordinator of 
the Salt Spring Firefighters 
Association.

George said discussions 
were underway to consider 
how best to raise money for 
the boat.

“We’re still looking at the 
details of the plan, but we’re 
trying to get the ball rolling.”

The boat would be kept 
at firehall #3 so it could be 
easily dispatched to all areas 
of the island by any rescue 
organization that could jus-
tify the need.

According to Voller, the 
new boat would be primarily 

used by the fire department, 
but could also be put into 
service by the RCMP and 
Coast Guard. 

“It is there to help the com-
munity so whoever needs it 
in an emergency situation 
should ideally have access to 
this tool,” Voller said.

Salt Spring volunteer fire-
fighter Kurt Irwin recalled 
some difficulties the depart-
ment has faced without the 
boat. 

“It’s not easy trying to 
commandeer a boat in the 
middle of the dark,” he said. 
“This would just be another 
tool for firefighters and other 
rescue organizations to use in 
order to protect the people.”

CIBC doles out SS Dollars 
Salt Spring Dollars are now available at the Ganges branch 

of the CIBC in $50 bundles.
The announcement was made at Thursday’s annual general 

meeting of the Salt Spring Island Monetary Foundation, said 
group president Bob McGinn. 

“It’s part one of a way to increase circulation [of the local 
currency] by making it more marketable to collectors on our 
website and making it more readily available to people on 
Salt Spring Island.”

Salt Spring Dollars are also still available at the Thrifty 
Foods customer service desk, Mouats’ business office, the 
Waterfront Gallery and Sabine’s Fine Used Books.
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SHIP IN SHAPE: Jamie Akehurst, left, and Kevin Waldie unload salmon gear 
from the Pacifica in preparation for the herring season, which starts at the end 
of the month. The two were seen working under sunny skies last week in Ganges 
Harbour. Photo by Derrick Lundy

Freemasons lay foundation
for new food bank structure
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Staff Writer

Increasing demand from 
area residents has created 
the urgent need for a larger 
food bank on the island. 

“It’s a very active service 
and the current space just 
isn’t meeting the need,” said 
executive director of Com-
munity Services Rob Grant. 
“People have been stretched 
pretty thin recently and many 
of those who come to us are 
members of the working 
poor that are trying to raise a 
family on a tight budget.”

In response, members 
of the Freemasons’ Admi-
ral Lodge #170 volunteered 
to step up, lend a hand and 
create a link between their 
group and the community.

“As a group we realized 
that our numbers were declin-
ing largely because younger 
people were losing interest,” 
said project chairman and 
practising Freemason Robert 
Sloan. “We needed a project 
that would get us involved 
in the community and that 
could show the values that 
we stand for.”

Sloan explained the values 
of brotherly love, respect and 
relief could best be shown 
by reaching out to the com-
munity in an effort to raise 
funds.

The current food bank 
shares a mere 250 square 
feet with other programs in 
the basement of the Commu-
nity Services building.

Because of the space con-
straints, food bank volun-
teers have been forced to use 
“every nook and cranny” 
they can find to store food 
and help those who request 
assistance.

Lack of space limits food 
bank operation to only four 
hours a week and has dis-
couraged many people from 
getting help due to a lack 

of confidentiality, accord-
ing to Community Services’ 
assistant co-ordinator Cathy 
Stringer.

“The need has definitely 
gone up during the past years 
and this winter has seen the 
greatest demand,” she said.

A new structure would see 
the current food bank more 
than triple in size, allowing it 
to operate in a separate space 
for more hours a week.

The cost of the new build-
ing is estimated at $55,000 
and Community Services 
estimates that $31,000 has 
already been raised. If all 
goes according to plan, con-
struction should begin in 
April and wrap up in July.

“After we’ve managed to 
get the building set up and 

running,” said Sloan, “we’re 
going to continue to have 
fundraising events that will 
help it continue serving the 
community.”

He said the Freemasons 
would not be involved in the 
management of the facility, 
leaving that to the volunteers 
and staff of Community Ser-
vices. 

There are 70 Freemasons on 
Salt Spring Island and 11,000 
in its British Columbia and 
Yukon Chapter. The organi-
zation dates back more than 
400 years and has included 
members such as John A. 
MacDonald, John Molson 
and Oscar Peterson.Those 
wishing to get involved are 
encouraged to contact Randy 
Sloan at 537-2975.

The Salt Spring Fire 
Department was called to the 
scene of a land-clearing burn 
at the Channel Ridge village 
site at 8 p.m. on Saturday.

Twelve large burn piles 
sent smoke and ash spewing 
over homes in the area.

Logging contractor A&K 
Timber of Nanaimo, which 
was responsible for the slash 
piles, was found in violation 
of fire permit requirements 
by leaving the blazes unat-
tended. 

Although no charges have 
been laid, deputy chief Don 
Akerman said the fellow 
responsible “got a scolding” 
and was told to remain by the 
fires until they had ceased to 
pose a threat. No damage 
was reported.

• Salt Spring RCMP offi-
cers are searching for the 
individual or individuals 
responsible for vandalizing 
pop machines in front of the 
Seaside Restaurant in Vesu-
vius Bay and Moby’s Pub in 
Ganges. 

In both cases, the change 
boxes were removed and 
police believe the thefts are 
related. The incidents are 
alleged to have occurred 
on the evening of Monday, 
February 14. Anyone with 
information is requested to 
contact the RCMP.

• RCMP officers pulled 
over an impaired driver on 
Wednesday, February 16 at 
9:30 a.m. after they received 
a complaint that he was driv-
ing in an erratic manner. The 
incident took place on Lower 
Ganges Road in the vicinity 
of the Harbour House Hotel.
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By BRENDA GUILED
“BC-STV? What t’heck 

is that?” two-thirds of Brit-
ish Columbian’s wondered 
when asked about it recently 
by Ipsos-Reid pollsters.

Given that it’s the most 
important thing to hit the 
electoral scene in B.C. ever, 
we’ve got a huge job getting 
everyone up to speed on what 
it is and why it matters.

The Citizens’ Assembly on 
Electoral Reform ultimately 
decided that British Colum-
bia needs proportional rep-
resentation in the legislative 
assembly, to more fairly 
reflect voters’ concerns. 

The system they over-

whelmingly endorsed is 
called the Single Transfer-
able Vote, which is a way of 
ranking candidates on a bal-
lot by order of preference. 
Registered B.C. voters can 
say yes or no to it in a ref-
erendum accompanying the 
May 17 provincial election.

A BC-STV system would 
involve expanding riding 
boundaries, so each elects 
multiple members to the 
legislative assembly, while 

keeping the overall number 
of MLAs at the current 79. 
Remote ridings will elect 
two, urban up to seven. Each 
party runs as many candi-
dates as they wish — two or 
three would be usual — so 
ballots will list a dozen or 
more candidates from all 
parties.

Voters will have a bigger 
job getting to know these 
contenders, but par ties 
will also make more effort 
to recruit candidates well 
known for community work, 
so their names will jump out 
from the list and garner the 
most support.

After election polls close, 

all votes will be counted. For 
a candidate to win, he or she 
must get a “quota of votes,” 
which is the total for the rid-
ing divided by the number of 
MLAs in the riding plus one, 
then add one more for good 
measure. 

If they get more than 
needed right off, perfect — 
they’re in. The extra votes 
aren’t tossed out, but trans-
ferred down (by the fraction 
over those needed, not at full 
value) to the second-ranked 
candidate.

If no one gets quota on 
the first count, then the can-
didate with the fewest votes 
is eliminated, and votes are 

transferred up to the per-
son those voters ranked as 
second choice, hence los-
ing votes aren’t wasted, but 
moved on.

Votes keep transferring 
from winning candidate’s 
surplus to the next preferred 
and from last place up to the 
voter’s second preference. 
While it seems complicated, 
it’s really a cascading system 
whereby every vote and frac-
tion over those needed for 
quota keep moving to the 
voter’s next choice until the 
requisite number of MLAs 
are elected.

Ireland has used this 
system since 1922. Twice 

they’ve had referenda to 
chuck it, and twice they’ve 
rejected changing the power 
it gives to the people and to 
communities. 

I’m working hard to pro-
mote understanding of the 
BC-STV system, with the 
hope that, as the Citizens’ 
Assembly did, we’ll endorse 
i t  resoundingly.  Three 
assembly alumni are com-
ing to Salt Spring to speak 
mid-day on Tuesday, March 
8 — call me for more info at 
653-4722.

The writer is a Salt Spring 
resident promoting the BC-
STV system.
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ABCs of STV offered for May 17 provincial referendum 
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Get on board
Salt Spring’s draft Community Energy Strategy is no lightweight 

document.
At 47 pages, and splashed with charts, graphs, stats and conclu-

sions, it’s not an easy read for most citizens. 
Energy consumption also pales in entertainment value compared 

with other topics vying for our attention.
And we’ve learned from past society-altering endeavours, 

including campaigns to reduce smoking or drinking and driving or 
junk food consumption, that the public must be bombarded with 
educational materials before accepting the need to change.

The above three examples all impact an individual’s health, 
and it may be difficult to put global warming into that same cat-
egory, even if effects will be similar at some point if they aren’t 
already.

But those promoting greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions will 
have to bring a global, national or even island-wide problem down 
to an individual level in order for significant change to occur.

Since most humans are incorrigibly selfish, they must be con-
vinced of the personal benefits attached to making lifestyle chang-
es that GHG reduction demands.

But at some point the message does “click,” society seems to be 
all ears and changes are more easily made. 

Thankfully, Salt Spring is not the only community probing how 
to reduce its GHG emissions and not the only residents taking the 
One Tonne Challenge to reduce emissions by one tonne each.

We’re part of a much larger initiative that when taken together 
could actually make a difference across the country.

While  the local Community Energy Strategy Committee is 
available to help us reduce GHGs, help must come from other sec-
tors.

People and groups must put pressure on governments and cor-
porations to do what’s needed to reduce GHGs as soon as possible; 
they must find out what they can do themselves; and get involved 
in the task of educating others about what can be done.

If we wait for devastating personal health effects to take hold 
before being motivated to make necessary changes, that will likely 
be too late. 

V I E W   
POINT

CRD preliminary budget numbers laid out by director
By GARY HOLMAN

The Capital Regional District 
(CRD) Board has approved a pre-
liminary budget for 2005 for Salt 
Spring of about $3.1 million, or 
about $505 per average residence, 
excluding sewer and water utilities.  

This represents a 12.7 per cent 
increase over 2004, compared to a 
25.6 per cent increase in average 
residential assessments. 

Most of the overall CRD tax 
increase (9.9 per cent) is for the 
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion, approved by referendum 
in November 2004. Therefore, 
aside from the taxpayer-approved 
increase for the swimming pool, 
the overall CRD tax increase for 
2005 is about 2.8 per cent.  

It should be noted that PARC’s 
increase for 2005 is only to cover 
borrowing costs for beginning 
construction of the pool later this 
year. 

I did not support a PARC 
request for a tax increase in addi-
tion to that approved by the pool 
referendum. There will be further 
referendum-related tax increases 

in 2006 to complete construction 
and begin operation of the pool.     

Of the 2.8 per cent increase 
in CRD taxes not attributable 
to the swimming pool, almost 
all of this is due to the increase 
in Salt Spring’s contribution to 
CRD-wide costs, including CRD 
Parks, the CRD Hospital District, 
and legislative/general govern-
ment. Salt Spring’s share of these 
costs is based on our share of total 
assessed values in the CRD, much 
like how costs for the Islands 
Trust are allocated. 

Salt Spring’s requisition of about 
$1.2 million for CRD-wide costs 
represents an increase over 2004 
levels because our assessed val-
ues increased more in 2005 than 
for the rest of the CRD. However, 
Salt Spring continues to benefit 
from this region-wide requisition, 
for example, a $135,000 contri-
bution from the Capital Region 

Hospital District to road access 
and safety improvements for the 
recently announced Greenwoods 
independent living project.  

As a member of Board for the 
region-wide CREST emergency 
telecommunications system, I 
supported a requisition increase 
to cover an anticipated budget 
shortfall in 2005. Salt Spring’s 
share of this shortfall is about 
$18,000, the lowest of all CRD 
communities. 

I am supporting modest req-
uisition increases for our local 
emergency planning service, the 
new arts service (approved by ref-
erendum in early 2004) and the 
library. 

I stated during the successful 
referendum to help fund the arts 
on Salt Spring, that I would sup-
port modest increases in this requi-
sition over time. Accordingly, I am 
supporting a tax increase of about 
$4,000 in 2005 for ArtSpring and 
the Community Arts Council over 
the current level of about $18,000, 
which they continued to receive 
in 2004 through PARC’s budget. 

I have supported an increase of 
about $7,000 for the library over 
its current level of $75,000. Most 
of the requisition increases that I 
have approved for the library board 
over the past few years have gone 
to hiring a professional librarian 
on a half time basis.  

I have also increased the budget 
for our emergency planning group 
by $4,000, taking into account 
the experience of our Emergency 
Operations Centre (EOC) dur-
ing our recent snowstorm, and to 
cover a rent increase. 

I am maintaining the adminis-
tration and grant-in-aid budgets at 
the same level as 2003 and 2004.

The requisition for a num-
ber of other local CRD servic-
es remained at current levels or 
decreased in 2005. In order to 
increase cost recovery for build-
ing inspection, currently at about 
80 per cent, I will be supporting a 
five per cent increase in building 
fees over current levels. 

The above figures exclude CRD 
water and sewer districts, which 
provide services for specific areas 

and groups of ratepayers, rather 
than taxpayers at large. The total 
2005 budget for these services 
is estimated at about $295,000, 
including budgets for our new 
CRD water utilities, Fulford and 
Beddis, that were approved by 
referendum in November 2004. 
Several CRD utilities will be 
upgrading the capacity and treat-
ment level of their facilities in the 
coming year. 

Copies of the preliminary bud-
get are now available at the CRD 
building inspection office.  

I will be briefly speaking to the 
CRD budget at the Local Trust 
Committee meeting of Febru-
ary 24 and at a public meeting 
in March, with the date to be 
announced.  

The CRD Board will approve 
the final budget for 2005 at their 
March 23rd meeting. If you have 
any questions or comments, you 
can contact me at 653-2075 or at 
directorssi@crd.bc.ca.

The writer is Salt Spring’s 
regional director to the CRD.

I N  
DEPTH
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By RODGER BEEHLER
The appearance in last week’s 

Driftwood of a supplement on 
wedding planning is a reminder of 
how far not merely the women’s 
movement but public education 
generally continues to fall short in 
bringing either sex to a recognition 
of what genuine human autonomy 
and independence mean.

One still observes everywhere 
(including in my own family — I 
have 15 nieces and 11 nephews) 
women surrendering their own 
surnames on entering the marital 
state. What is that all about, one 
is moved to ask.

The short answer is: unques-
tioned male predominance. It is 
only within the lifetime of still 
living elderly persons that a wom-
en’s property ceased to transfer 
automatically to her husband’s 
control, or that women were rec-
ognized as persons entitled to 
vote. (I still recall the day in 1950s 
Ottawa when my mother was first 
entitled to enter a cocktail lounge 

with my father.)
For as far back as we have any 

extensive records of Europe, and 
derivative societies like our own, 
a woman, upon marriage, ceased 
to be the property of her father 
and became the property of her 
husband. Being so, she was so 
named.

(A female friend married in the 
mid 1970s in a Canadian prov-
ince, who did not wish to assume 
her husband’s surname, had to 
complete a special form and pay 
$20 to keep her own name).

That is the historical origin 
of our continued marital name 
change practice, and its continu-
ation today betrays openly that 
most women and men both still 
accept that a woman’s marrying 
means some kind of significant 
alteration in her status. Else why 

would women surrender (and 
men accept — or insist on — their 
doing so) the name they’ve been 
known by since childhood?

To reply that it is for the sake 
of any children of the union does 
not survive scrutiny. It would be 
perfectly sensible for all female 
offspring to take the mother’s sur-
name, and all male offspring the 
father’s. That this does not occur, 
even in the rare unions where 
wives keep their own surnames 
— that, routinely, children are 
named by the father’s surname 
— points up the operation of an 
unexamined mindset, handed 
down from “tradition,” that the 
male is in some unexplained way 
(and there is no biological expla-
nation possible) the predominant 
partner in procreation as much 
as in marriage. For the children 
are denoted “his” explicitly in 
language.

Sure, overwhelmingly, each 
female spouse’s own surname 
derives from her male parent. But 

we’ve got to start somewhere, 
sometime. And if not now, when?

The present practice is an inex-
cusable hangover from the middle 
ages and earlier and is as patently 
ridiculous as the fairy tale still 
observable in our reverence for 
our “Queen” and her numerous 
representatives: that whose womb 
you are born into, and of what 
“blood,” entitles you to rule, or 
reign or whatever is the current 
euphemism, over less fortunately 
kick-started human organisms.

Undeniably, the greatest lottery 
ever is birth. Into whose womb, 
from whose egg and semen, in 
what historical period, or what 
portion of the planet. But no soci-
ety which recognizes that none 
of these absolute contingencies 
makes a difference in our common 
human needs, and so our common 
moral entitlement, should foster 
any tradition that encourages girls 
and boys to buy into the Hallmark 
Card fairy tale of fair maiden 
translated in Mrs. Penis.

“Standing by your man” does 
not entail giving up your identity. 
(Any more than standing by him 
means accepting or supporting 
him in wrongdoing — includ-
ing wrongdoing against you or 
yours.)

Finally, and you will hardly 
believe this, but it’s true: a few 
minutes ago I telephoned a female 
friend in Victoria to read these 
two pages to her for a first reac-
tion, and at the end she informed 
me that her paternal great-grand-
parents are buried side by side in 
a Saskatchewan graveyard where 
the headstone for the male reads 
“Cyrus Smith” and that for the 
female (who died later) reads 
“Mrs. Cyrus Smith.”

My friend and her sister had 
to enquire of their father to learn 
their great-grandmother’s names.

The writer is emeritus profes-
sor of philosophy at the Univer-
sity of Victoria. He resides on Salt 
Spring Island.

Powerline 
party

The February 12 open 
house information meeting 
hosted by the BCTC (B.C. 
Hydro) regarding their pro-
posed huge increase in power 
transmission over Galiano 
and Salt Spring was all that 
we expected.

For most of the questions 
we put to them, they had 
smoothly ready answers, and 
reams of supportive litera-
ture. However, some of that 
literature was not up to the 
minute. In order to deflect 
science-based concerns 
about powerline effects on 
health, BCTC referred to 
an out-of-date 1999 report 
from the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO), which has 
since reviewed its stand 
on the issue of Electro-
magnetic Fields/Radiation 
(EMF/EMR) health effects. 
In 2002, the WHO took a 
more concerned view and 
now regards electro-mag-
netic fields as a serious issue 
where health effects are con-
cerned.

One of the presenters 
admitted to having read a 
great deal of material on the 
debate about whether EMF is 
not, or is, harmful to health, 

and had come to the conclu-
sion that he wasn’t sure one 
way or the other. One would 
presume that even a small 
element of doubt about such 
a serious, well-studied issue 
would elicit a measure of 
concern and caution.

It’s extremely late in the 
day for BCTC to be present-
ing this proposal to us. After 
approximately 10 years at 
the drawing-board with this 
project, they have finally got 
it more or less into shape, but 
where was the input from the 
public in all this?

Until the recent meet-
ing, we were not informed 
or consulted at any stage of 
this process. In June, when 
the proposal goes before the 
BCUC, we will apparently 
have a chance to speak out. 
Until then we have to work 
at putting a good case for-
ward as to why we object 
to so many aspects of this 
proposal. 

We recognize the fact that 
Vancouver Island may need 
more electricity in the near 
future. If they don’t need it 
all now, there’s always the 
cable to Port Angeles where-
by the Hydro could export 
the surplus. (With a bit of 
luck they may even get paid 
for it eventually.)

We are aware that there 
are far safer options avail-
able than stringing ever more 
unsightly high voltage pow-
erlines through residential 
areas. In our view, the cost to 
the health of the residents of 
the islands and the deleteri-
ous effect on the values of 
property along the corridor 
are worth the extra bucks to 
pay for a safer system.

Everyone who has con-
cerns about this proposal is 
urged to contact IRAHVOL 
(Island Residents Against 
High Voltage Overhead 
Lines.)

Contact me at 537-9153 
(geturner@telus.net).
ENID TURNER, 
On behalf of IRAHVOL

Fill in blanks 
Same old retorts used 

every time to stifle any 
voice of criticism. (February 
9 Driftwood article on the 
B.C. Transmission Corpo-
ration power line upgrade 
proposal.)

“No significant research 
has proven X to be harm-
ful.” 

“The fear-mongering is 
counter-productive.” 

“It is important to weigh 
the information correctly.”

Funny how industry always 

tries to label, informing the 
public as fear-mongering. 
That seems to be about all 
they can say. 

And are we to believe that 
Mr. Barrett of BCTC does 
not know about the research 
in Sweden? It was a 25-year-
long study covering every-
one in the country who was 
aged 16 or younger. The 
study found a quadrupled 
rate of childhood leukemia 
within 300 metres of high-
voltage power lines.

What does Mr. Barrett call 
significant research?
MICHAEL LINEHAN,
Salt Spring

Seismic shifts
I wonder how many others 

are struck by the extreme 
irony of the near hysterical 
objections of the religious 
right to same-gender civil 
marriage and its deafening 
silence on the forthcoming 
royal marriage of two adul-
terers.

Fundamentalist Christians 
and especially orthodox 
Jews base their objections to 
same-gender marriage most-
ly on Leviticus 20:13, which 
deals with two men lying 
together. Leviticus is that 
ridiculous Old Testament 
book which governs when 

heterosexual relations may 
take place and forbids the 
eating of anything from the 
sea that does not have scales 
(clams, squid, shrimp). 

Preceding the above chap-
ter and verse in Leviticus 
20:10 is this: “And the man 
that committeth adultery 
with another man’s wife . . 
. the adulterer and the adul-
teress shall surely be put to 
death.” Adultery is also one 
of the “shall nots” in the 10 
commandments. 

I wish Charles and Camil-
la happiness and I’m glad 
that the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, following their civil 
marriage, is having a prayer 
service to bless their union, 
even though the Anglican 
bishop of New Westminster 
has been condemned for 
having a blessing service for 
same-gender couples. 

I guess the religious right 
does not have to be consis-
tent in its objections, espe-
cially when its objection to 
same-gender civil marriage 
seems to be based on pure 
and simple old-fashioned 
homophobia. 

When I was “saved” at 
age 14 in Toronto’s Eglin-
ton Baptist Tabernacle, we 
were taught that attending 
movies (no TV then) was 
sinful, as was dancing and 

lipstick. And it might sur-
prise most that in 1942 we 
were taught that the Pope 
was the anti-Christ. So, over 
time, attitudes undergo seis-
mic shifts.
JACK HALLAM,
North End Road

Seeks advice
I have always marvelled 

at the wonderfully diverse 
backgrounds that islanders 
seem to have. 

Well now I need some 
guidance and I thought the 
best way to start was simply 
to ask for it. I need a mentor 
or a partner perhaps, to help 
explore a creative idea with 
the upper echelons of ICBC 
and the federal transporta-
tion department. 

The objective is to gain 
approval to import a new 
type of vehicle specifically 
for the islands so we can 
reduce pollution, parking 
problems and maintain a 
more rural pace of life. 

If you have some time, 
interest and experience I 
would appreciate hearing 
from you. 

C a l l  D u a r t  C a m p -
bell at 537-1408 or email 
duartcampbell@gmail.com. 
DUART CAMPBELL, 
Salt Spring

Letters to the Editor

Is patriarchy alive and well and living in Canada?
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Ad worked on by KS
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More BMD
Without wanting to pro-

long a Driftwood letters 
debate on ballistic missile 

More letters
defence, it seems worthwhile 
to respond to the letter of 
W. Weston in the February 
9 issue.

First of all, one cannot 
argue with the facts noted 
by Weston, namely that the 
U.S. does not propose to put 
missile bases in Canada, the 
missiles to be used as inter-
ceptors are inert “impactors” 
and not explosive devices, 
and on its own the system 
does not “weaponize” space. 

One also finds it hard to 
argue, on the other hand, that 
the system can be an effec-
tive shield, given the conclu-
sions of the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists in their 92-
page technical assessment 
(May 2004) that the plan is 
simply not feasible. 

We are thus left to con-
sider how or if we should 
become involved in a plan 
that is most likely impracti-
cal and how such involve-
ment or lack of it might 
affect the place of Canada in 
its relations with the U.S.A. 
and the rest of the world.

The article referred to 
in Weston’s letter is worth 
reading (http:www.fedcan.
ca/English/advocacy/hill) 
and makes some excellent 
points. Briefly, these are that 
Canadians should not expect 
to influence American policy 
or planning whether or not 
we are “inside” or “outside” 
the BMD system. 

Further, the author main-
tains that Canada’s stance 
on this is of trivial interest 
to other countries but that by 
being on the “inside” Cana-
da will at least get to know 
what the U.S.A. is planning 
while being on the “outside” 
we will know no more than 
the rest of the world and thus 
will be blind to the plans of 
our most important neigh-
bour and ally. The author 
feels that this knowledge is 
preferable to ignorance.

On the other hand, dis-
missing the escalatory effect 
of the BMD is demonstrably 
false, when we note the arti-
cle in the Christian Science 
Monitor (June 8-14, 2004) 
by a former weapons inspec-
tor, that Russia has already 
test-fired a mobile ICBM, 
which can easily defeat the 
proposed BMD system. 
China is in a similar state, 
and one can only speculate 
about the intentions of states 
like Iran and North Korea. 
Improved defences seem 

always to result in a reac-
tion to build more effective 
attack systems, and these, 
if not the USA-BMD itself, 
constitute the danger of the 
weaponization of space.

Canada should not be 
cooperating with a system 
that has as a collateral result 
the increase of attack capa-
bility or the placing of weap-
ons in space.

Whether Canada will be 
more or less effective on 
the world stage by remain-
ing aloof from the Ameri-
can plan is clearly a subject 
for debate. It is my feeling 
that keeping to the high road 
is, in the long run, more in 
keeping with what Canada 
has achieved in the past and 
with where I think we should 
stand in the future, than with 
the hope of acquiring inside 
information at the cost of 
being seen to sponsor what 
is at best a highly dubious 
enterprise.
HUGH GREENWOOD,
Salt Spring

Front page
Terra Firma rammed earth 

housing deserves to have a 
lot of ongoing coverage as it 
is a solution to a number of 
global problems. 

February 16 was Kyoto 
day. Terra Firma is answer-
ing what others are just 
questioning with Kyoto.

Surely it is of interest to 
all that Meror has created 
a housing technology that 
is durable, affordable, green 
and inherently beautiful. 
These houses illicit joy upon 
a visit.

The expected life span 
is hundreds of years. They 
cost very little to heat and 
to maintain. One house 
was without electricity for 
four days but there was still 
warmth after that. 

The air quality supports 
breathing. Harmful EMFs 
and noise are blocked.

In part of Australia, 20 
per cent of construction is 
rammed earth. In Califor-
nia, some is built earthquake 
proof. However, it is only 
here, the only place on earth, 
where insulated, earthquake-
proof rammed earth housing 
is efficiently built, requiring 
just one month for three or 
four people to complete the 
walls of a good-sized family 
home of 2,000 square feet.

People will be trained this 
summer so that the tech-

nique can also be used to 
build homes off Salt Spring. 

I am waiting for big type 
on the front page of the Drift-
wood: “Meror Krayenhoff 
works to see one per cent of 
annual North American new 
house starts in rammed earth 
in his lifetime.” 

That is his intention. It 
is a viable program. I can-
not think of anything more 
newsworthy for a Salt Spring 
paper. 
BRUCE ALEXANDER,
Salt Spring

Next phase
A SOLID contingent 

made up of four dedicated 
volunteers — Anna Callig-
ari, Gary McNutt, Melanie 
Furman and Heather Mar-
tin-McNab — is currently in 
South Africa with a mission 
to support permaculture gar-
dening initiatives, buy sup-
plies for health clinics, pur-
chase sewing machines, and 
aid in producing and distrib-
uting fair-trade handicrafts. 

Having determined that 
access to healthy food is 
the first step in alleviating 
dire poverty and the worst 
effects of AIDS, SOLID has 
focussed on permaculture 
gardening as the most effec-
tive contribution this small 
grassroots organization can 
make.  

Funds raised from SOL-
ID’s past fundraisers, includ-
ing the Stephen Lewis talk 
in September of 2004, have 
already been used to build 
gardens at a South African 
school in Evaton West (a 
township outside Johannes-
burg), and at a hospital in 
Lesotho. 

In addition to the agri-
cultural initiatives, a focus 
on women’s projects has 
emerged as the next phase 
in SOLID’s work, particu-
larly in the establishment of 
women’s co-ops to provide 
employment and self deter-
mination to women at risk. 

Any money donated prior 
to March 13 will be brought 
directly to Africa by a SOLID 
member who is joining the 
contingent in South Africa, 
and a tax receipt for dona-
tions over $50 may be issued 
upon request.

Donations can be made 
online at our www.solid-
saltspring.com website or 
cheques can be dropped off 
at the SOLID office. 
ANDREA PALFRAMAN,
For SOLID
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&RANTS ROSES
Rants to someone who 

stole my 34 Cadillac hood 
ornament (a flying silver 
lady) from my house while 
I was in the process of mov-
ing. Stealing gives really 
bad karma. If I see it on the 
island. I will call the police. 
If you see it, please call me. 
It has sentimental value. 
Marie Beaudoin.

Bushels full of organic 
veggies to our good-Samari-
tan-across-the-canal neigh-
bours, who called 911 on 
Valentine’s evening when 
our greenhouse caught fire. 
We missed all the excite-
ment, but are forever in your 
debt for your quick response. 
Also to the Salt Spring fire 
guys for their dedication and 
determination to save what 
they could of the remaining 
garden. The Reynolds.

Roses to Sue. We’re think-
ing of you. SSACCC

Many beautiful fragrant 
roses for the many family, 
friends and neighbours who 
have offered me their love 
and support, and who are full 
of generosity and encour-
agement. Love truly is the 
best medicine. Once again I 

am inspired to be part of Salt 
Spring and its magic within 
the people. The many names 
are too abundant to list, but 
you all know who you are. 
I thank you for the cards, 
phone calls, visits, flowers 
and food. Mike, you have 
been amazing! To my kids 
— Dawson and Kendra — 
keep smiling and laughing. 
Thank you everyone, I am 
getting “back” on my feet 
again. TB

Roses to the amazing per-
formers who came to jam, 
and the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 92, as well as 
my friends and family, who 
came to the tsunami fund-
raiser dance on the 19th.

156 beautiful roses (and 
carnations) to Chris and 
Marilyn at Foxglove for their 
assistance to the high school 
on Valentine’s Day. Their 
kindness is greatly appreci-
ated and will never be for-
gotten. Thank you for your 
help!

A large tropical bouquet 
goes to Gary L. for once 
again letting me harvest bag 
loads of fresh seeds from 
his big beautiful palm trees. 
Banana Joe

1,000 tall, vibrant long-
lasting scented red roses for 
everyone who signed the 
Keep Five Alive petition 

to restore the 5-day school 
week and quality public edu-
cation.

Roses to GVM for fund-
ing the GVM youth passes 
at ArtSpring so teenagers 
can see a performance they 
might not otherwise see.

Please deliver many roses 
to Linda Reynolds and the 
Lady Minto Thrift Shop for 
choosing my husband win-
ner of The Valentine Gift 
“Hamster.” It was a huge 
gift of stunning generosity. 
Unwrapping it gave us two 
full days of enormous fun. 
A second load of roses to 
the thrift shop for the best 
weekly window display in 
town. AAB

Steve’s  ( formerly  of 
Alfresco’s) “Serious Soups” 
are now back on the island. 
Hurrah! And a bouquet of 
red roses to Pam and Paul 
(Admiral’s sushi bar) for 
bringing them back to us. 
Thank you!

RANTS

ROSES

Fall fair theme set
 By SANDY BARCLAY
Driftwood Contributor

Everyone! Let’s start to 
get ready! 

The Salt Spring Island 
Fall Fair is approaching and 
promises to be fun and excit-
ing for the entire community 
of Salt Spring.

This year the fall fair’s 
theme is “Farming — Food 
for Thought.” It will be held 
on September 17-18 at the 
Farmers Institute on Rainbow 
Road. Islanders of all ages 
will be able to participate in 
Farming — Food for Thought 

by entering any of the fabu-
lous categories from baking 
to bees to hobbies or live-
stock and by visiting the vari-
ety of booths and displays. 

Farming — Food for 
Thought has something for 
everyone! We can all par-
ticipate in this exciting com-
munity event, so mark your 
calendars today. 

See you at the fair!

F A L L  F A I R

FOCUS

Reader Survey Winner
Congratulations to:  BARRY PINCHIN!

He wins $100 in Salt Spring currency in our random draw.
Thanks to all our participants. We enjoy your feedback!
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Reconnecting with the land
is key to Slow Islands success
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Staff Writer

Embracing a slow island 
philosophy will take more 
than planting herbs and plac-
ing a few sheep out in the 
front yard — it’s about reor-
ganizing the basic structure 
of society.

This was one of the under-
lying themes of Kathy Dun-
ster’s Slow Islands presenta-
tion sponsored by the Salt 
Spring Island Conservancy 
on Friday.

Dunster and her slide 
show revealed how the root 
of change lies in discover-
ing that “less is more” and 
that slow landscapes require 
slow people.

“Our islands are being 
loved to death,” the Bowen 
Island resident said. “We 
absolutely have to preserve 
the landscape and that means 
no new development and the 
realization that not everyone 
can live here.”

It seemed a shocking dec-
laration, especially for an 
island that relies so heavily 
on the bells and whistles of 
the tourist economy. 

During the presentation, 
Dunster uncovered the his-
tory of Manhattan, itself an 
island that has seen the con-
sequences of development. 
Four hundred years ago, she 
said, Manhattan could have 
been an island around here. 

Slides of pastoral scenes 
made way for dramatic shots 
of modern-day Manhattan 
that were accompanied by 
gasps from the crowd.

“In several hundred years, 
Salt Spring could look like 
this.”

Some audience members 
chuckled, but Dunster con-
firmed that the prediction 
was no joke. 

“The population of the 
major centres which sur-
round the Gulf Islands is 
expected to double in the 
next 20 years,” she said. 
“The question then becomes 
how to stop the pressure on 
our islands.”

Dunster speaks with the 
passion and wisdom of a 
native islander. A sense of 
sadness and frustration is 
visible when she describes 
signs of loss such as the 

increasing sprawl of Ganges, 
but her humour and undying 
spirit for the Islands Trust 
area she calls home is infec-
tious.

Her background as a biol-
ogist and landscape architect 
gives her the qualifications 
to lead the charge against 
development and her travels 
have shown her what steps 
to take. 

She is passionate about 
restoring the true rural 
character of the islands and 
advocates re-establishing 
what has become an increas-
ingly elusive connection to 
the land.

In recent years, the slow 
movement has been market-
ed to a largely urban crowd 
as a method to restore peace 
to an assaulted lifestyle.

Cafés and grocers spe-
cializing in slow food have 
popped up in Victoria and 
Vancouver and, although the 
initial vision of such ven-
tures may have been noble, 
close examination reveals 
little but fancy packaging. 

For Dunster, this simply 
isn’t the way to go since 

slow islands, slow people 
and slow landscapes are not 
items that can be bought at 
a store. Each requires indi-
viduals to make sacrifices 
and develop a long-lasting 
connection to the land.

At one point in the evening, 
someone in the room stood 
up and identified himself as 
“the devil’s advocate.” He 
said many people really want 
to have an indoor swimming 
pool and even raised the idea 
that a skating rink would be 
a good idea. 

The point he was trying 
to make was that the reality 
of people’s wants are some-
times at odds with the condi-
tions needed to pursue life 
on a slow island. 

In response, Dunster said 
we must examine our priori-
ties and re-evaluate our wants 
within the context of our 
needs. It will be necessary 
to think in terms of the long-
term benefit for Salt Spring 
and the Islands Trust Area 
islands and get away from 
the notion that we are able to 
satisfy every little want that 
may pass our fancy. 

Baseball season steps up to the plate
Island youth can still take 

a swing at minor baseball 
even if they struck out on 
previous registration events.

Salt Spring Minor Base-
ball and Girls’ Softball will 
register players on Saturday 
at Sports Traders, and Sports 
Traders will also accept reg-
istration forms until the end 
of February.

“It doesn’t matter if you’ve 
played before,” said minor 
baseball president Gord Hol-
lingsworth. “It’s a great sport 
and a ton of fun.”

He invites players from 
age 5 to 18 to sign up. The 
season starts in the first week 
of April and runs through 
June.

Younger players (up to 
age 6) meet once per week, 
older players practice twice 
a week and major division 
(age 11 and up) players gen-
erally meet for two practices 
plus a third day of games, 
he said.

Hollingsworth has even 
made arrangements with 
teams on Vancouver Island 

to find placements for older 
players (14-18), who have 
not been able to play locally 
due to low enrolment.

“If they want to play, I can 
arrange a team for them to 
play on.”

Team reps will come to 
the ferry and pick up play-
ers, he said.

But players must regis-
ter by the end of the month 
for inclusion on mandatory 
insurance forms.

Hollingsworth has a full 
complement of coaches for 
teams but more assistance is 

always welcome, he said.
Great island sponsorship 

has meant that players only 
need cleats (soccer cleats are 
accepted), a glove and a pro-
tective cup (for players over 
age six).

“We supply everything 
else.”

Among many community-
minded businesses, Ganges 
Village Market recently sup-
plied the club with $1,300 
raised during their Sea 
Capers concession.

For more information, 
contact Gord (537-9426).
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Name: MARILYN MING
537/538/653: 537
Occupation(s): Librarian at the 
local library.
Hobbies: Reading, sailing, 
weaving, yoga.
Home finished/unfinished: 
About 85 % finished after a 
year (building it ourselves).
Favourite people: The volun-
teers in the library.
Favourite read: Mysteries, 
adventure travel.
Best thing about SSI: The com-
munity spirit and willingness of 
everyone to help.
Worst thing about SSI: The 
ferry schedule from Fulford. (I 
wish the ferry ran every hour.)
Best place to kiss on SSI?: The 
end of Isabella Point Road, 
overlooking Satellite Channel.D E R R I C K ’ S

ISLAND PICS

Volunteer drivers
needed for seniors

People who like to drive and help others are needed to 
bolster the roster of Salt Spring Seniors Services Society’s 
volunteer drivers.

Attrition has caused a natural reduction in the number of 
drivers that can be called on, explained program coordinator 
John Mowbray, so more names are needed to add to the list.

The drivers simply take island seniors to appointments and 
other commitments as needed. 

Mowbray stresses the degree of involvement is determined 
by the drivers, so no one should feel pressured to do more 
than they can.

Interested people should leave their name and contact 
number at Seniors at 537-4604. Mowbray will then call them 
to explain the program more fully. 

Women’s groups wanted
Salt Spring Island wom-

en’s groups not listed in the 
Lions Directory are on Patri-
cia Flannagan’s “wanted” 
list.

Flannagan is co-organizer 
of an International Women’s 

Day event at ArtSpring on 
March 8, sponsored by the 
local chapter of the Canadi-
an Federation of University 
Women. 

The event will celebrate 
the numerous groups involv-

ing women on Salt Spring.
All those listed in the 

directory have been contact-
ed, she said, but others may 
exist. Representatives of any 
group serving women should 
call her at 653-2344.

MLA Murray Coell running again for Liberals
Murray Coell will again represent the Lib-

eral party in the next provincial election.
The long-time MLA faced no challengers 

for the Saanich-North and the Islands candi-
date position and was acclaimed last week.

A B.C. election is set for May 17.
The Green Party has also nominated 

candidate Ken Rouleau, while other par-
ties in the riding have not yet completed 
the deed.

THE DRIFTWOOD  
OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED  

THIS THURSDAY,  
FEB. 23, 2005
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Board 
  of Directors

President 
Peter Allan  
Salt Spring  
Kayak & Cycle  
653-4222
sskayak@saltspring.com

 
V-President 
Tourism 
Kevin Bell  
Mouat’s Trading 
537-5593
kevin@mouatstrading.com

V-President 
Business  
Arlene  
Dashwood
Ocean Cottage
537-5050
oceancottage@saltspring.com

V-President 
Finance  
Nancy Simms  
Entropic Fine Art  
Gallery 
537-8580 
nancysimms@entropic-art.com

Director  
John Cade  
Royal LePage
537-7547
john@ 
gulfislandsproperty.com

Director 
Kevin Kinnear 
Island Savings 
Credit Union
537-5587 
kkinnear@iscu.com

Director 
Steve Knight 
The Local
537-9463
steve@thelocal.ca

Director,  
Past President  
Tony Richards  
Driftwood Publishing
537-4583
trichards@gulfislands.net

Salt Spring Island
Chamber of Commerce
121 Lower Ganges Rd.
Salt Spring Island,
BC V8K 2T1
P 537-4223
F 537-4276
chamber@saltspring.com
www.saltspringtoday.com

STAFF 
Perry Ruehlen, Administrator
46 volunteers

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Calendar 
  What’s Up
March 7
4-6 pm board meeting, 
Harbour House Hotel

March 10
Business Breakfast 
Club, 8am Calvin’s 

March 15
Member mixer with 
Tourism Vancouver 
Island Board of 
Directors. Time and 
location TBA

Are you a 
Woman in Business

on Salt Spring Island?
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T he Accommodations 
Group (AGSSI) was 
formed in 1990 in 
order to address the 

needs and interests spe-
cific to accommodation 
providers operating on Salt 
Spring Island.  The group 
usually consists of about 
100 members who operate 
some type of accommoda-
tion business. AGSSI is the 
only networking group on 
the island that spans the 
range of accommodation 
providers from commer-
cially zoned hotels/motels/

Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce president Peter Allan meets with administrator Perry Ruehlen. The 
Chamber is gearing up for the upcoming tourist season.

Accommodations network a big benefit
hostel/resorts; to home-
based business bed and 
breakfasts; to individual 
cottages/cabins.
While social networking 
of the entire membership 
in the form of hosted pot 
luck dinners occurs quite 
often, general meetings are 
convened usually once or 
twice a year.
AGSSI has been instru-
mental in working together 
with other island business-
es to develop events and 
networks that benefit visi-
tors to Salt Spring Island. 

The group also coordinates 
community information 
binders for each member.  
The binder and its inserts 
have become a standard on 
Salt Spring. Restaurateurs, 
vendors, as well as com-
munity groups and associa-
tions see the benefits of this 
targeted marketing. The 
standard distribution fee 
of $30 sees that packages 
of their information are de-
livered to all AGSSI mem-
bers by volunteers. In turn, 
the funds generated from 
this huge “spring distribu-

O n February 7th, the 
BC Chamber of 
Commerce hosted 
Chambers of Com-

merce from island commu-
nities for the second annual 
meeting with the Vancouver 
Island caucus.  Questions 
were prepared in advance to 
minimize the potential for 
political grand standing and 
focused on BC Ferries, the 

Chambers show strength in numbers
Economic Summit and the 
Community Charter.
On the subject of BC Ferries, 
the member COC’s asked 
about labour stability and 
for a declaration of ferries 
as a 100% essential service.  
Mike Hunter, MLA offered 
that there was a seven year 
labour agreement in place 
– due to expire in 2010, 
“What month?” was a popu-

lar supplementary question.  
The Chambers emphasized 
the crucial role ferries play 
in enabling small communi-
ties to benefit from summer 
tourism.
Chambers from munici-
palities asked about the im-
portance of monitoring the 
Community Charter for ef-
fectiveness, the restoration 
of the business vote and fair 

taxation.  There was frustra-
tion expressed at those mu-
nicipal councils that hold 
daytime weekday meetings 
that like our own monthly 
Trust meetings preclude at-
tendance by working peo-
ple.
A reminder to our members, 
please register and attend 
the February 26th Islands 
Trust Forum in Nanaimo.

tion package” are returned 
to the community through 
donations to island projects 
and the AGSSI scholarship 
at GISS. Community sup-
port and volunteerism at its 
best!
If you want to know more 
about AGSSI and the bene-
fits of becoming a member; 
or wish to use the distribu-
tion service to get the word 
out about your business or 
group, please contact Perry 
at the Chamber who will 
put you in contact with the 
right person  from AGSSI.
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New 
  Members

Catalyst
653-4326

Pacific B&B
537-2838

Rozzleberry
Farm B&B

Salt Spring
Natureworks 
537-2325

Salt Spring
Hospitality
Supplies
537-5035
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Object of Rotary
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster 

the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise 
and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

SECOND: High ethical standards in business 
and professions, the recognition of the worthiness 
of all useful occupations and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society;

THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in 
each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community 
life;

FOURTH: The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill and peace through a world 
fellowship of business and professional persons 
united in the ideal of service. 

Members of the Rotary Club of Salt Spring Island  
Photo by Derrick Lundy

Rotary Shelterboxes ready for
emergencies around the world

When an earthquake or a 
flood or a hurricane hits, thou-
sands are left homeless and 
are often without clean water. 
Immediate survival is the first 
priority following a disaster. 

Shelterbox is a Rotary ini-
tiative that addresses these 
basic needs without delay. 

Here is an opportunity for 
you to know exactly how and 
where your dollars for disas-
ter relief are spent. Within 
hours of the tsunami, Shel-
terboxes were on their way 
to South-east Asia.

Each box provides:
• A dry shelter (3-room 

tent)

• A warm bed (sleeping 
bags)

• Light and heat
• Clean water (purification 

system)
• Cooking aids
• Tools
for 10 people!
The first 250 Shelterbox-

es were shipped to South-
east Asia on December 
28-29, 2004. As of January 
27, 2,342 boxes had been 
shipped and another 820 
were packed and ready to go. 
That’s 31,620 people who 
already have shelter and the 
tools to survive while they 
rebuild. 

And SSI Rotary has just 
learned that the three Shel-
terboxes it purchased were 
shipped to Medan, North-
ern Sumatra, Indonesia 
on February 12. They will 
be received by the United 
Nations High Commission 
for Refugees and then dis-
tributed by a local Rotary 
Club. 

Organizations such as 
Virgin Airways and the UN 
High Commission for Refu-
gees have paid for some of 
the shipping. The RAF has 
also helped with transporta-
tion.

For this disaster, boxes 

are being shipped to Rotary 
Clubs in the area and they 
are handling the distribution. 
Not only do you know where 
your box has gone, you are 
assured that the relief is get-
ting directly into the hands 
of the people who need it.

Shelterbox was begun by 
the Rotary Club of Helston-
Lizard, UK as their millenni-
um project. Since then Can-
ada, Australia and the USA 
have formed registered char-
itable organizations to sup-
port the initiative. Shelter-
boxes are continually being 

SHELTERBOXES 16

One Hundred Years of 
Rotary International
“service before self ”
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1. Is it the truth?
2. Is it Fair to all concerned?
3.  Will it build Good Will and 

Better Friendships?
4.  Will it be Beneficial to all  

concerned?

President’s 
Gold Award
For Sales
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prepared and warehoused in 
Britain, ready for shipment, 
when a disaster occurs any-
where in the world.

One Shelterbox currently 
costs $1,150 Canadian. If 
you would like to be a part of 
this amazing enterprise, you 
can contribute any amount 
through the Rotary Club of 

Salt Spring Island. 
Make your cheque payable 

to The Rotary Club of Salt 
Spring Island Foundation, 
Box 513, Ganges PO, SSI, 
V8K 2W2. Indicate that the 
donation is for Shelterbox.

We will ensure that you 
get a Canadian charitable 
donation receipt. As well, 

we will let you know what 
box number you have con-
tributed to and where it has 
been sent.

For more information, 
and many photos of grateful 
recipients of relief, please 
visit the Shelterbox website 
at www.shelterbox.btinter-
net.co.uk. 

SHELTERBOXES
From Page 1

As a guideline for Rotary Club programs, 
Rotary International has developed the Four 
Avenues of Service for Rotary clubs. They are:

1. Club Service — Rotary’s first Avenue of 
Service involves actions a Rotarian must take 
within the club to help it function successfully.

2. Vocational Service — Rotary’s second 
Avenue of Service. It includes promoting high 
ethical standards in businesses and professions, 
recognizing the worthiness of all useful occupa-
tions, and fostering the ideal of service in the 

pursuit of all vocations. The role of the club 
includes developing projects that help mem-
bers contribute their talents to meeting society’s 
needs. The role of Rotarians includes conducting 
themselves and their businesses in accordance 
with Rotary principles and responding to proj-
ects their clubs develop.

3. Community Service — Rotary’s third 
Avenue of Service comprises varied efforts that 
Rotarians make to improve the quality of life 
within their club’s locality or municipality.

4. International Service — Rotary’s fourth 
Avenue of Service comprises all the things that a 
Rotarian can do to advance international under-
standing, goodwill and peace by getting acquaint-
ed with people of other countries, their cultures, 
customs, accomplishments, aspirations, problems 
— through personal contacts, travel and atten-
dance at conventions, through reading and cor-
respondence, and through cooperation in all club 
activities and projects — including  The Rotary 
Foundation — that will help people in other lands.

Four
avenues
of service

Rotary’s community involvement abounds on Salt Spring
The Rotary Club commit-

ment to community is one of 
the four avenues of Rotarian 
service.

Over the last 35 years, 
Rotarians have served the 
community in countless ways 
donating time and money to 
a wide range of causes. The 
Rotary motto of “Service 
above Self ” is consistently 
put into action by identify-
ing community projects and 
then following up with the 
determination to see them 
through to completion.

Parks
The growing list of local 

Rotary community projects 
is exemplified by the cho-
sen centennial project of the 
Family Park at the new Rain-
bow Road recreation centre 
site on Salt Spring. 

The park is still in early 
conceptual and planning 
stages, as is the recreation 
centre itself, but the idea of 
creating a community space 
conducive to individual, 
group and family enjoyment 
is central to the project’s 
value to Rotarians.

Envisioned for the park 

are a children’s playground 
and a family picnic area with 
other potential amenities, 
including a fitness trail and 
bandshell.

The recreation centre 
Family Park will build on 
the success of the Rotary 
Marine Park that is a hub of 
social and community activ-
ity in the Ganges downtown 
core. The park was a focus of 
activity of the local Rotary 
Club for years as members 
donated thousands of hours 
to its completion.

Situated between the 
boardwalk and Thrifty Foods, 
the high traffic location is 
graced with a mermaid statue 
centerpiece that has become 
a landmark in the village and 
a symbol of community art 
and involvement.

Stone tiles inscribed with 
donors’ names or messages 
continue to be produced and 
laid in the park as a popular 
fundraising tool and a per-
manent memorial to commu-
nity involvement in the park. 
The tiles and statue are both 
products of Rotarian labour, 
skill and fundraising put to 

work for community benefit.

Health Services
The purchase of heart 

machines, a heart machine 
monitor, the Jaws of Life, 
a chair lift at Shelby Pool, 
amenities at Greenwoods 
extended care facility and 
contributions to the Vancou-

ver Island Lodge cancer hos-
pice in Victoria are among 
the many projects that have 
seen Rotarians donate time 
and money towards health-
oriented services for the 
region. 

The Hospital Helipad at 
Lady Minto Hospital was a 
major achievement of Rota-
ry and has been a vital link 
in the health service poten-
tial for the Gulf Islands since 
its dedication in 1981.

Fundraising events
The annual Hallowe’en 

Spooktacular and Fall Fair 
Muff in Madness are two 
other regular community 
events sponsored and orga-
nized by Rotarians.

Fundraisers not only pro-
vide a means to raise some 

of the capital required to 
fund Rotary programs, but 
serve as community events 
on their own merit.

Muff in  Madness ,  an 
unusual type of lottery held 
at the Salt Spring Fall Fair 
with the winner depending 
on the location of a dropped 
cow “muffin,” raises enough 
money for two annual 
$1,000 scholarships awarded 
to youth in the community, 
as well as supporting many 
other groups in the Salt 
Spring Island community. 

The f irst annual Spook-
tacular Bash took place 
at the Farmers Institute in 
2004, featuring an evening 
of dancing and a casino with 
a Hallowe’en party theme. 
Its great success as an event 
and a fundraiser for Rotary 
causes will ensure its return 
in 2005. Mark your calendars 
for Saturday, October 29!

Unsung hero 
An ongoing project of the 

Salt Spring Rotary Club is 
the Unsung Hero Award. 

This is an award given, 
when appropriate, to a mem-
ber of the graduating class 
at Gulf Islands Secondary 
School. The award is intend-
ed to recognize a graduat-
ing student who has given 
extraordinary service to his 
or her class, school and/or 
community and who might 
otherwise not receive the 
recognition they deserve. A 
small stipend is part of the 
award.

Counselling staff at the 
school choose the recipient 

of the award with input from 
the graduating class.

The student chosen rep-
resents an example of the 
Rotary motto “Service 
Above Self.” The award was 
begun by a member of the 
Rotary Club, and his wife, 
and funded by them for a 
number of years until they 
endowed the award and the 
Rotary Club became respon-
sible for its administration.

Croftonbrook
With affordable housing 

an ongoing concern for the 
Gulf Islands, the Salt Spring 
Rotary Club has made 
affordable living a prior-
ity by directing energy and 
resources to creating a hous-
ing solution for seniors. 

The Croftonbrook Seniors 
Residence, a complex of 20 
subsidized housing units, 
was initiated and complet-
ed as a joint effort between 
Rotary, the Lions and the 
Legion on Salt Spring as 
an example of community 
cooperation. 

Rotary involvement in the 
affordable housing solution 
did not end with the building 
itself, however, as involve-
ment in day-to-day manage-
ment and board participation 
continues, making Crofton-
brook an ongoing community 
project that serves an identifi-
able need in the local area. 

For the last year, Rotar-
ians have been involved with 
extending their vision with 
the goal of adding another 
20 units to the complex, 
doubling the capacity of the 
project to serve the housing 
needs on Salt Spring.

Rotary tiles, found in Rotary Park, are part of the 
local club’s ongoing fundraising program.
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SHIP IN SHAPE: Jamie Akehurst, left, and Kevin Waldie unload salmon gear 
from the Pacifica in preparation for the herring season, which starts at the end 
of the month. The two were seen working under sunny skies last week in Ganges 
Harbour. Photo by Derrick Lundy

Freemasons lay foundation
for new food bank structure
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Staff Writer

Increasing demand from 
area residents has created 
the urgent need for a larger 
food bank on the island. 

“It’s a very active service 
and the current space just 
isn’t meeting the need,” said 
executive director of Com-
munity Services Rob Grant. 
“People have been stretched 
pretty thin recently and many 
of those who come to us are 
members of the working 
poor that are trying to raise a 
family on a tight budget.”

In response, members 
of the Freemasons’ Admi-
ral Lodge #170 volunteered 
to step up, lend a hand and 
create a link between their 
group and the community.

“As a group we realized 
that our numbers were declin-
ing largely because younger 
people were losing interest,” 
said project chairman and 
practising Freemason Robert 
Sloan. “We needed a project 
that would get us involved 
in the community and that 
could show the values that 
we stand for.”

Sloan explained the values 
of brotherly love, respect and 
relief could best be shown 
by reaching out to the com-
munity in an effort to raise 
funds.

The current food bank 
shares a mere 250 square 
feet with other programs in 
the basement of the Commu-
nity Services building.

Because of the space con-
straints, food bank volun-
teers have been forced to use 
“every nook and cranny” 
they can find to store food 
and help those who request 
assistance.

Lack of space limits food 
bank operation to only four 
hours a week and has dis-
couraged many people from 
getting help due to a lack 

of confidentiality, accord-
ing to Community Services’ 
assistant co-ordinator Cathy 
Stringer.

“The need has definitely 
gone up during the past years 
and this winter has seen the 
greatest demand,” she said.

A new structure would see 
the current food bank more 
than triple in size, allowing it 
to operate in a separate space 
for more hours a week.

The cost of the new build-
ing is estimated at $55,000 
and Community Services 
estimates that $31,000 has 
already been raised. If all 
goes according to plan, con-
struction should begin in 
April and wrap up in July.

“After we’ve managed to 
get the building set up and 

running,” said Sloan, “we’re 
going to continue to have 
fundraising events that will 
help it continue serving the 
community.”

He said the Freemasons 
would not be involved in the 
management of the facility, 
leaving that to the volunteers 
and staff of Community Ser-
vices. 

There are 70 Freemasons on 
Salt Spring Island and 11,000 
in its British Columbia and 
Yukon Chapter. The organi-
zation dates back more than 
400 years and has included 
members such as John A. 
MacDonald, John Molson 
and Oscar Peterson.Those 
wishing to get involved are 
encouraged to contact Randy 
Sloan at 537-2975.

The Salt Spring Fire 
Department was called to the 
scene of a land-clearing burn 
at the Channel Ridge village 
site at 8 p.m. on Saturday.

Twelve large burn piles 
sent smoke and ash spewing 
over homes in the area.

Logging contractor A&K 
Timber of Nanaimo, which 
was responsible for the slash 
piles, was found in violation 
of fire permit requirements 
by leaving the blazes unat-
tended. 

Although no charges have 
been laid, deputy chief Don 
Akerman said the fellow 
responsible “got a scolding” 
and was told to remain by the 
fires until they had ceased to 
pose a threat. No damage 
was reported.

• Salt Spring RCMP offi-
cers are searching for the 
individual or individuals 
responsible for vandalizing 
pop machines in front of the 
Seaside Restaurant in Vesu-
vius Bay and Moby’s Pub in 
Ganges. 

In both cases, the change 
boxes were removed and 
police believe the thefts are 
related. The incidents are 
alleged to have occurred 
on the evening of Monday, 
February 14. Anyone with 
information is requested to 
contact the RCMP.

• RCMP officers pulled 
over an impaired driver on 
Wednesday, February 16 at 
9:30 a.m. after they received 
a complaint that he was driv-
ing in an erratic manner. The 
incident took place on Lower 
Ganges Road in the vicinity 
of the Harbour House Hotel.
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���������� ���� ������ ������ ��������� ������������������������������������� ����������������� ��������������������� �������������������� ��������������
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���������� ���������������������� ����������� ����� ������� ����������� ���������� ������������������ ����� �����
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���������� ���� ������������������ ������������������ ���������������� ����� ����������������� ������������������ ���������������� �����
���������� ���� ������������������������������������� �������� ������������������������ �������� �������������������������� �������������
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FRIDAY, FEB 25
8:00 PM

q\ +++ The Woman In White (1997, 
Mystery) Half sisters get torn apart by a 
conspiracy involving a mentally ill woman in white. 
Tara Fitzgerald, Justine Waddell (2h)
f\ ++ Perry Mason: Case of the Lady 
in the Lake (1988, Mystery) Perry Mason 
investigates the disappearance of a young heiress 
and uncovers a kidnapping. Raymond Burr, 
Barbara Hale (2h)

8:30 PM
3\ + Agent Cody Banks 2 (2004, 
Adventure) Cody must go undercover in London 
to retrieve a top-secret mind-control device. Frankie 
Muniz, Anthony Anderson (1h45)

9:00 PM
e\ ++ John Carpenter's Vampires 
(1998, Horror) Vampire-hunters must destroy 
the creatures before they find the crucifix. James 
Woods, Daniel Baldwin (2h)
o\ + The Boyfriend School (aka Don't 
Tell Her It's Me) (1990, Comedy) A cancer 
survivor undergoes a makeover in his attempt to woo 
a romantic interest. Steve Guttenberg, Jami 
Gertz (1h30)

9:45 PM
r\ +++ The Girl Next Door (1999, 
Erotica) An Oklahoma housewife leaves her 
husband and heads to Los Angeles to become a 
porn star. Jack Gallagher, Russell Hampshire 
(1h45)

10:00 PM
9\\ ++ Agatha Christie's The Pale 
Horse (1996, Mystery) A murder suspect sets 
out to prove his innocence and uncovers a strange 
group of witches. Jayne Ashbourne, Colin 
Buchanan (2h)
t\ ++++ Nuremberg (1999, Drama) 
Following the Second World War, 21 Nazi officers 
are tried for horrific war crimes. Alec Baldwin, Jill 
Hennessy (2h)

10:15 PM
3\ ++ The Reckoning (2003, Mystery) 
A priest on the lam takes refuge amongst a travelling 
band of actors. Paul Bettany, Willem Dafoe 
(2h)

10:30 PM
o\ ++ Weekend at Bernie's II (1993, 
Comedy) Two men use a corpse to frantically track 
down hidden money in order to clear their names. 
Andrew McCarthy, Jonathan Silverman 
(1h30)

11:30 PM
r\ + Sex and the Other Woman (1970, 
Erotica) A series of vignettes expose how women 
manipulate their men into submission. Felicity 
Devonshire, Richard Wattis (1h45)

SATURDAY, FEB 26
6:00 PM

t\ ++++ The English Patient (1996, 
Romance) A Canadian nurse tries to piece 
together a badly injured patient’s history. Ralph 
Fiennes, Juliette Binoche (3h30)

7:00 PM
2\ ++ Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron 
(2002, Animated) A wild stallion travels across 
the frontiers of the Old West and befriends a 
young man. Voices of Matt Damon, James 
Cromwell (2h)
3\ ++ Laws Of Attraction (2004, 
Romance) An unusual case pits two recently 
married divorce attorneys against each other. 
Pierce Brosnan, Julianne Moore (1h30)

7:30 PM
0\ Québec-Montréal (2001, Comédie) 
Neuf personnages profitent d’un voyage pour 
régler des questions qui les tourmentent. Patrice 
Robitaille, Isabelle Blais (2h30)

8:00 PM
f\ +++ Alien III (1992, Sci-Fi) Ripley 
crash-lands on an all-but-deserted penal colony 
and must battle an alien. Sigourney Weaver, 
Charles Dutton (2h30)
k\ +++ Forrest Gump (1994, Drama) A 
simple man finds himself in extraordinary situations 
throughout the course of his life. Tom Hanks, 
Sally Field (3h)

8:30 PM
3\ +++ Kill Bill: Vol. 2 (2004, Action) 
The Bride continues her quest of vengeance 
against her former boss and his associates. Uma 
Thurman, David Carradine (2h15)

8:45 PM
r\ ++ A Perfect World (1993, Drama) 
A prison escapee in Texas builds a friendship 
with a young boy after taking him hostage. Kevin 
Costner, Clint Eastwood (2h30)

9:00 PM
2\ ++++ Saving Private Ryan (1998, 
War) A group of soldiers are ordered to find and 
rescue a paratrooper from the frontlines. Tom 
Hanks, Matt Damon (3h35)
e\ ++ Out of Sync (2000, Comedy) A 
record producer uses a housewife to lip sync for a 
bigwig’s talentless girlfriend. Gail O’Grady, Peter 
Outerbridge (2h)
o\ ++ Armed and Dangerous (1986, 
Comedy) An ex-cop and a disbarred lawyer work 
with a security company controlled by a mob boss. 
John Candy, Eugene Levy (1h30)

9:30 PM
t\ ++++ The English Patient (1996, 
Romance) A Canadian nurse tries to piece 
together a badly injured patient’s history. Ralph 
Fiennes, Juliette Binoche (3h30)

10:30 PM
o\ +++ F/X (1986, Action) A movie special 
effects man is hired to fake a real-life killing for a 
witness protection plan. Bryan Brown, Brian 
Dennehy (1h30)

10:45 PM
3\ +++ Dirty Pretty Things (2002, 
Thriller) An illegal Nigerian immigrant discovers 
the unpalatable side of London life. Audrey Tatou, 
Seidy Lopez (1h45)

11:00 PM
0\ Mission sur Mars (2000, Science 
fiction) Des sauveteurs sont envoyés à la 
rescousse d’astronautes perdus sur la planète 
rouge. Gary Sinise, Tim Robbins (2h30)

11:15 PM
r\ +++ The Gauntlet (1977, Crime 
Story) A slow-witted cop and the witness he is 
escorting to Phoenix are stalked by assassins. Clint 
Eastwood, Sondra Locke (2h)

SUNDAY, FEB 27
6:00 PM

r\ +++ Casino (1995, Crime Story) A 
gambling ace runs a casino for the mob while his 
wife has an affair with his friend. Robert De Niro, 
Sharon Stone (3h30)
t\ +++ Investigation of a Citizen 
Above Suspicion (1970, Crime Story) A 
murderer’s status in the community saves him from 
arrest. Gian Maria Volonté, Florinda Bolkan 
(2h30)

7:00 PM
3\ ++ Ella Enchanted (2004, Fantasy) 
A young woman who has been cursed with the ‘gift’ 
of obedience falls for a prince. Anne Hathaway, 
Cary Elwes (2h)
g\ ++ Independence Day (1996, Sci-Fi) 
A group of people race against time to try to save 
the world from alien invaders. Will Smith, Bill 
Pullman (3h)

8:00 PM
2\ Marple: 4:50 From Paddington 
(Mystery) Miss Marple’s friend witnesses a murder 
through the window of her train compartment. 
Geraldine McEwan, Pam Ferris (2h)
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Ad worked on by S.P.
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ARTISTS BENEFIT 
RELIEF AID: A stand-
ing-room only audience 
crowded into All Saints 
church Sunday afternoon 
for a Tsunami Relief Con-
cert, featuring “Artists 
and Friends of the Par-
ish” and raising $3,000. 
Among those perform-
ing were, clockwise 
from left, jazz musicians 
Zoe Guigueno, Garret 
Macdonell and Simon 
Millerd; Sarah Weston 
on the violin and Lottie 
Devindisch.

Photos by Derrick Lundy

Velcrow Ripper opens film festival
With Cinema Central 

joining the Our Island, Our 
World Film Festival as an 
evening venue for the March 
4-6 extravaganza, organizers 
are looking forward to show-
ing even more compelling 
social documentaries at the 
sixth annual event.

“We’re hoping the addition 
of this venue will broaden 
our audience,” said festival 
co-organizer Dick Grier.

“We were able to keep 
the usual number of feature 
films at GISS, as well as add 
more at Central, including 
some family fare to expand 
things a bit.” 

Velcrow Ripper’s Scared 
Sacred opens the festival 
at Cinema Central on Fri-
day, March 4 with the film-
maker attending to introduce 
the film and answer ques-

tions following. Winner of 
the Toronto Film Festival’s 
Special Jury Prize, Scared 
Sacred documents the film-
maker’s five-year journey to 
search for hope and human-
ity in the most desperate 
places in the world. 

An exciting lineup of fea-
tures follows, including The 
Yes Men, a true story that 
followers prankster activ-
ists as they roam the world 
impersonating the WTO; 
and Oscar nominee for Best 
Documentary The Story of 
the Weeping Camel, a heart-
ful tale set in Mongolia, suit-
able for the whole family.  

On Sunday evening, Salt 
Spring filmmaker Mort Ran-
sen will introduce Weeping 
Camel, followed by the ani-
mated short called Ryan, 
also Oscar nominated.

Features at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS) 
include The Take by Avi 
Lewis and Naomi Klein, a 
political thriller set against 
Argentina’s 2001 presiden-
tial election; and War Pho-
tographer, Christopher Frei’s 
intimate portrait of one of 
this century’s most impor-
tant humanitarians.

In addition to the feature 
presentations, short f ilms 
will be screened throughout 
the weekend at GISS with 
corresponding workshops 
taking place on Saturday, 
March 5. The Nanaimo Film 
School offers two sessions: 
Film School 4 Youth, and 
How to Make a Film for Less 
than the Price of a Used Car. 

GISS students Ben San-
chez and Lucas Parker tell 
you how to Make Your Point 

With Film. Afternoon semi-
nars include a How to Run 
your Vehicle on Vegetable 
Oil with the SSI Biodie-
sel Group, and The End of 
Suburbia, Ready or Not!, a 
presentation/discussion on 
island sustainability options 
and renewable energy with 
the Salt Spring Island Alter-
native Energy Collective. 

Regular ticket prices apply 
to films screened at Cinema 
Central. Films and work-
shops at GISS are by dona-
tion. 

Complete programs will 
be available after February 
23 (today) at Salt Spring 
Books, Island Star Video, 
Cinema Central, Watermark 
Books, Volume II, the library 
and Island Savings, or check 
http://www.savesaltspring.
com/filmfest.html.

Award-winning Indigo movie returns
An award-winning film about “Indi-

go” children is running again due to 
popular demand. 

Islander Cecilia Pech was able to 
show the film to a good crowd on Janu-
ary 29, and has been approved to show 
it again this week and next.

Indigo won the Audience Choice 
Award at the fourth annual Santa Fe 
Film Festival last year.

 “Indigo is a film about loneliness, 
redemption and the healing powers and 

grace of the new generation of Indigo — 
psychic and gifted — children being born 
into the world,” explains a press release. 
“Although the story is fictional, the emo-
tions and actions of the film resonate with 
the spiritual dynamics of life today.

“The dramatic core of the film is the 
relationship that develops between a 
man whose life and family have dis-
solved due to a fateful mistake and his 
10-year-old granddaughter with whom 
he goes on the run to protect her from a 

would-be kidnapper. Along the way, he 
discovers the power of his granddaugh-
ter’s gifts, which forever alter the lives 
of everyone she encounters. It is about 
family, love, redemption.”

The film runs at 175 Fulford-Ganges 
Road for the next two Thursdays  and 
Fridays at 8 p.m., and on Saturdays and 
Sundays at 2 and 8 p.m. Ticket reserva-
tions must be made by contacting Pech 
at 537-8911 or cecilia@saltspringwell
ness.com
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Youth singers poised for concert
Few phenomena can rival 

that of young voices sing-
ing together when it comes 
to creating pure joy for an 
audience.

Next Friday the island will 
be treated to a feast of such 
sounds when Salt Spring 
Sings - Spotlight on Youth 
unfolds at ArtSpring.

Victoria’s acclaimed Prima 
Youth Choir of 16- to 26-
year-old auditioned singers, 
directed by Bruce More, per-
forms in a 7:30 p.m. concert, 
along with the island’s Hon-
our Choir and Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS) 
ensembles.

All 120 singers will even 
converge on stage to perform 
one piece together.

The concert costs $12 for 
adults and $4 for students, 
while the public is welcome 
to hear elementary school 
choirs and a workshop led 
by Prima earlier in the day 
free of charge. Fernwood, 
Fulford and Salt Spring Ele-
mentary School choirs will 
perform from 3 to 4 p.m., 

and the workshop is from 4 
to 5 p.m.

“The whole purpose of it 
is as an exchange,” said event 
organizer Anke Smeele, 
explaining how the various 
groups will learn from hear-
ing each other.

More said Prima’s reper-
toire is from “public domain” 
choral literature available 
free on the Internet and cov-
ers five centuries of choral 
music, including Mozart, 
Brahms and Bruckner, plus 
French-Canadian folk songs 
and gospel pieces.

An arts appreciator and 
member of Salt Spring Sing-
ers choral group, Smeele 
was motivated to initiate an 
all-youth choral event last 
June after discussions with 
Prima conductor More, who 
wanted to bring his group to 
the island.

She also felt that Gulf 
Islands children were los-
ing out on educational 
opportunities when the dis-
trict switched to a four-day 

school week this year, and 
so wanted to augment that 
with a youth-focussed musi-
cal day.

“I had faith that I could 
count on the support of Salt 
Spring’s vibrant choral com-
munity, and Bruce Smith’s 
GISS choirs and Mitch 
Howard’s Honour Choir 
were excited to be part of 
this event,” she said.

Members of Salt Spring 
Singers form the “meet and 
greet committee,” while 
GISS music program par-
ents are handling the refresh-
ments and helping with bil-
letting.

GISS cafeteria program 
students are preparing din-
ner for the 120-plus people 
involved on Friday night.

“It’s really youth centred,” 
noted Smeele.

More teaches in the Fac-
ulty of Music at the Univer-
sity of Victoria, and founded 
Prima in 1994.

He said he enjoys working 
with young singers “because 

of the lightning fast and 
open minds of this age group 
— they’re a joy to work with 
— and an even greater joy 
to hear.”

Prima has toured in 12 
countries ranging from Aus-
tria to Turkey to China.

Last November the group 
performed Messiah for the 
Homeless in conjunction 
with the Victoria Chamber 
Orchestra, with all proceeds 
benefitting the homeless. 

Times Colonist reviewer 
Deryk Barker said, “I don’t 
believe I have enjoyed any 
performance [of Messiah] as 
much as I did Friday night’s, 
which combined freshness, 
drama, excitement and, yes, 
majesty. All I know is that 
I wouldn’t have missed Fri-
day’s performance for any-
thing.”

Smeele has also been 
aided by grants from the 
B.C. Choral Federation and 
the Gulf Islands Community 
Arts Council. 
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BREAKFAST
SPECIAL

this week:
French Toast

w/organic maple syrup

FEATHERED FRIENDS: Boardwalk Greens’ Diane Nicol shows off a colourful 
display of feathers, which are being sold to raise money for macaws.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

Women converge  
at Beaver Point 

Inspiring recital set for Don Fisher 
When tenor Don Fisher 

and organist Barry Valen-
tine perform together in All 
Saints church, it is a sure-fire 
recipe for musical pleasure. 

Music and Munch on 
March 2 features these two 
compelling and sensitive art-
ists, with a program to nour-
ish the soul.

Fisher spent some of his 
early years as a folk artist, 
embracing a musician’s life, 
while he travelled the world. 
For many years now on Salt 
Spring he has maintained 
a busy working life, raised 
a family and continued to 
nourish his passion for sing-
ing. 

He has won many awards 
and sung as soloist with Salt 
Spring Singers, as well as 
performing in Victoria and 
the Gulf Islands with solo 
concerts.

The All Saints venue is 
particularly conducive to 
Fisher’s delicious voice and 
he has been generous with 
his time in the Anglican 
Parish’s musical ventures. 
At Christmas, in the middle 
of a concert of carols, he 
surprised the audience by 
almost miraculously appear-
ing in their midst, his voice, 
a cappella, soaring to the 
heavens. Then on Sunday he 
similarly delighted a large 

crowd gathered for the par-
ish’s tsunami relief concert.

Barry Valentine has been 
an inspiration to audienc-
es and musicians for many 
years and has played the 
All Saints’ pipe organ more 
times than could be counted. 
In his role as organist and 
choir director, accompanist 
and solo performer, he has 
been the backbone of the 

music life of All Saints. 
Wednesday’s  concer t 

promises to offer an inspiring 
and moving experience, with 
solo organ pieces, several 
of Fisher’s favourite songs 
and a few musical surprises 
to boot. 

Music begins at 12:10 
p.m. in All Saints with an 
optional, delicious lunch to 
follow for $5.50.

Local and global commu-
nities of women will be cel-
ebrated at an International 
Women’s Day event at Bea-
ver Point Hall on Saturday, 
February 26.

Entitled Celebrate the 
Divine Feminine, events 
will kick off at 4 p.m. with 
a belly dancing workshop, 
along with group sing along, 
tarot reading and bodywork 
by donation. Children are 
welcome.

Potluck supper starts at 6 
p.m. with people bringing a 
dish to share and an item that 
represents the sacred femi-
nine to place on the altar. 

These women-only events 
will be followed by an eve-
ning dance for both genders 
with fabulous female DJs 
spinning world beats and 
global rhythms. 

All proceeds will be used 
to benefit the Salt Spring 
Organiza t ion  for  Li fe 
Improvement and Develop-
ment (SOLID) group’s cur-
rent projects in Africa. 

The $15 suggested dona-
tion will be directly funnelled 
into projects focussed on 
women, and especially wom-
en’s projects in Lesotho.

SOLID is also collecting 
the following items at Satur-
day’s event: school supplies, 
educational toys, children’s 
shoes, sewing supplies, 
woolen socks and sweaters, 
small instruments (record-
ers, flutes, harmonicas) and 
first aid kits. 

Donations can also be 
dropped off in the vestibule 
of SOLID’s office at #5B, 
121 McPhillips Avenue, 
before March 13.
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Alinka Porebska, D.TCM, R.Ac
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538-1701
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SUNDAY DINNER JAZZ
7PM
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Jazz 
classics 
shine 

The golden age of Ameri-
can popular song will inspire 
jazz musicians Rob McCon-
nell, Reg Swager and Neil 
Swainson for their Sunday, 
February 27 performance at 
ArtSpring.

Considered one of Cana-
da’s greatest jazz musicians, 
McConnell has achieved 
an impressive variety of 
accomplishments. A valve 
trombonist, composer and 
arranger, he has been leader 
and member of groups of 
all sizes: from big bands, 
through sextets and quartets, 
down to his duets and trios 
with Ed Bickert, Neil Swain-
son and Don Thompson. In 
1998, McConnell started a 
new Tentet.

For over 30 years, McCo-
nnell’s main vehicle for jazz 
expression was The Boss 
Brass. With that aggregation, 
he has played across Can-
ada and the United States 
at numerous festivals, clubs 
and concert halls. The Globe 
and Mail called guitarist 
Schwager “a very hip musi-
cian--hip, in a cool, offhand 
way that belies his remark-
able technical proficiency.” 

Schwager has performed 
extensively in Canada and 
around the world with such 
artists as Diana Krall, Kenny 
Wheeler, Hank Jones, Nancy 
Wilson and Jimmy McGriff. 
He has recorded with McCo-
nnell, Mel Tormé, John Piz-
zarelli, Gary Burton, Don 
Thompson, Junior Mance 
and Peter Appleyard, among 
many others.

Swainson has worked 
with Paul Horn and backed 
up such musicians as Bar-
ney Russell, Herb Ellis and 
Sonny Stitt. Besides playing 
with artists like McConnell, 
Moe Koffman and Ed Bick-
ert, he has also played with 
visiting jazz artists such as 
James Moody, George Cole-
man, Jay McShann, Tommy 
Flanagan, Lee Konitz, Joe 
Farrell, Slide Hampton and 
Woody Shaw.

The 2:30 p.m. concert is 
part of the ArtSwings! Jazz 
Series, sponsored by Royal 
LePage Salt Spring Realty. 
Wine-tasting with Garry 
Oaks Winery starts at 1:30.

Laws take another road 
‘home’ to folk club stage

It will be old home week 
for the Salt Spring Folk 
Club’s next evening on Mon-
day, February 28, as John 
and Michele Law return to 
the island.

The Laws, as they’re 
known as stage, lived on Salt 
Spring for a few years before 
heading back to their native 
Ontario and a bigger music 
scene. The duo’s 2004 CD 
called Another Road is full 
of gems and garnering lots 
of airplay.  

Country Music News has 
called The Laws “one of 
Canada’s finest country, folk 
and bluegrass acts.”

“They wowed the main 
stage audience with their 

glorious vocal harmonies, 
they played and sang beau-
tifully in daytime sessions 
and they anchored a legend-
ary late-night session,” said 
Chris White at the Ottawa 
Folk Festival. “I was not at 
all surprised that their CDs 
sold out before the week-
end was over. The Laws are 
loaded with talent.”  

After their Salt Spring 
gig, The Laws set off to tour 
Australia, North-eastern 
U.S., Texas and Ontario from 
March through July. Two 
young performers also famil-
iar to islanders will open the 
evening under the banner of 
New Talent Showcase. 

Greyse Richardson, well-

known as a friendly face at 
Barb’s Buns and on local 
stages, will play a few songs 
solo, as will Wes Walls. 

A Gulf Islands Secondary 
School graduate, Walls has 
been seriously pursuing his 
music career for the past few 
years. 

“We want to give the kids 
a chance to have a really 
good listening audience,” 
said folk club board member 
Kathleen Horsdal.

Showtime is 7:30 p.m., 
with doors at 7 (and earlier 
for season’s ticket holders.)

Tickets are available at 
Salt Spring Books, Stuff 
‘n’ Nonsense and Acoustic 
Planet.
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ISLANDERS IN FOCUS
Opening of Mike Gluss’ photography exhibition at 
Galleons Lap Gallery drew a collection of art lovers. 

Enjoying each other’s company at Galleons Lap are 
Margaret and Ken MacKenzie.

Kim Kornbacher and Kris Wilhelmsen are also check-
ing out the show.

Seen here are Joni Ganderton and Alane Lalonde.

Owners Beth and Seth Berkowitz enjoy the evening.

Moby’s Pub hosts lively Katz
A katzenjammer is defined 

as a loud discordant noise, 
a hangover and a state of 
bewilderment. The plural 
form, katzenjammers, how-
ever, usually conjures up the 

mixed sounds and assorted 
melodies of a lively band 
that will perform two shows 
at Moby’s Pub on Friday and 
Saturday, February 25-26.

Band members describe 

their sound as “a high ener-
gy, classic pop/rock dance 
music” mixed with “low-key, 
soft dinner and background 
music.”

Music begins at 9 p.m.

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE: 
537-9933
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SUNDAY, FEB 27
8:00 PM

f\ + Waterworld (1995, Action) In a 
world engulfed by water, a drifter equipped with 
gills fights off a group of raiders. Kevin Costner, 
Jeanne Tripplehorn (3h30)

9:00 PM
4\ ++ Mr. Deeds (2002, Comedy) A 
small-town pizzeria owner unexpectedly inherits 
a vast fortune from a distant relative. Adam 
Sandler, Winona Ryder (2h)
e\j\ ++ Collateral Damage (2002, 
Action) A firefighter seeks revenge upon the 
Colombian terrorist who killed his family. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Francesca Neri (2h10)
t\ +++ Investigation of a Citizen 
Above Suspicion (1970, Crime Story) 
A murderer’s status in the community saves him 
from arrest. Gian Maria Volonté, Florinda 
Bolkan (2h30)
o\ +++ The Pelican Brief (1993, 
Action) A law student stumbles onto a conspiracy 
theory to assassinate two Supreme Court Justices. 
Julia Roberts, Denzel Washington (2h15)

9:30 PM
r\ + The Choirboys (1978, Drama) 
A group of L.A.P.D. officers assist each other in 
corruption and immoral behaviour. Charles 
Durning, Louis Gossett Jr. (2h15)

10:00 PM
3\ + Lackawanna Blues (2005, 
Drama) A young boy’s life is shaped by the 
characters in the boarding house where he lives. 
Jimmy Smits, S. Epatha Merkerson (2h)

11:15 PM
o\ +++ Benny and Joon (1993, 
Romance) A misfit who shelters his mentally 
ill sister stumbles onto the perfect companion for 
her. Johnny Depp, Mary Stuart Masterson 
(1h30)

11:30 PM
0\ ++ Le Salaire de la peur (1952, 
Drame psychologique) Quatre hommes 
transportent un dangereux explosif pour une 
compagnie pétrolière. Yves Montand, Charles 
Vanel (2h30)

11:45 PM
r\ ++ The Getaway (1994, Crime 
Story) When a man is double-crossed and sent 
to prison, his wife asks the mob to help them. Alec 
Baldwin, Kim Basinger (2h15)

MONDAY, FEB 28
6:00 PM

r\ +++ Small Town Girl (1953, 
Musical) A playboy arrested for speeding falls 
in love with a small town judge’s daughter. Jane 
Powell, Farley Granger (1h45)

6:30 PM
3\ + The Big Bounce (2004, Comedy) 
A small-time crook falls for a devious woman and 
gets involved in a get-rich-quick scheme. Owen 
Wilson, Morgan Freeman (1h30)

8:00 PM
f\ ++ The Nephew (1997, Drama) A 
young artist travels to the island where his mother 
grew up to scatter her ashes. Pierce Brosnan, 
Sinéad Cusack (2h)

9:00 PM
3\ ++ The Delicate Art of Parking 
(2003, Comedy) A filmmaker documents the 
life of a parking enforcement officer and his co-
workers. Dov Tiefenbach, Diana Pavlovska 
(1h30)
o\ +++ Micki and Maude (1984, 
Comedy) A man’s wife and girlfriend are both 
pregnant and due to give birth on the same day. 
Dudley Moore, Amy Irving (1h30)

10:30 PM

3\ +++ The Dreamers (2003, Drama) 
An American in Paris during the 1968 riots strikes 
up a friendship with French siblings. Michael Pitt, 
Eva Green (2h)

TUESDAY, MAR 1
6:00 PM

3\ + Lackawanna Blues (2005, 
Drama) A young boy’s life is shaped by the 
characters in the boarding house where he lives. 
Jimmy Smits, S. Epatha Merkerson (2h)
r\ ++ Everybody's Famous (2001, 
Comedy) A father kidnaps a pop star in a 
desperate attempt to boost his daughter’s singing 
career. Josse de Pauw, Werner De Smedt 
(2h)

8:00 PM
f\ +++ Cadillac Ranch (1997, 
Drama) Three sisters race against time to locate 
money from a robbery committed by their father. 
Suzy Amis, Renée Humphrey (2h)

9:00 PM
4\ ++ Miss Congeniality (2000, 
Comedy) A tomboy FBI agent goes undercover 
in a beauty pageant to prevent a terrorist bombing. 
Sandra Bullock, Michael Caine (2h)
o\ +++ Spaceballs (1987, Comedy) 
A man and his sidekick rescue a spoiled princess 
from an intergalactic evil villain. Bill Pullman, 
Mel Brooks (1h35)
l\ ++++ Twelve Angry Men (1957, 
Drama) A dissenting juror tries to convince others 
that a murder case isn’t as clear as it seems. 
Henry Fonda, Lee J. Cobb (2h)

10:00 PM
3\ ++ Almost America (2001, Drama) 
A woman and her children immigrate to Canada, 
only to discover her husband has a new wife. 
Sabrina Ferilli, Massimo Ghini (2h15)
r\ ++ Blues Brothers 2000 (1998, 
Comedy) A musician tries to put his old band 
back together with a new singer. Dan Aykroyd, 
John Goodman (2h30)
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february24
wed.
february23 february25 february26 february27 february28 march1

thurs. fri. sat. sun. mon. tues.

cinema
Sideways — Alexander Payne’s new film stars Paul Giamatti as 
a bachelor who heads off with his friend on a wine-tasting trip. 
Sandra Oh co-stars. Nominated for 5 Academy Awards, includ-
ing best picture. Friday through Tuesday. 

Finding Neverland — Held over for Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 
28-March 1, 7 p.m. only. Johnny Depp plays J.M. Barrie, the 
playful, eccentric author of Peter Pan, in this story of his friend-
ship with a widow (Kate Winslet) and her sons, who inspired 
the play.

cable TV

SSTV Cable Channel 12 is taking a winter break. Tune in again 
on Saturday, March 5 when we resume community broadcasting 
with a new slate of programs that matter to islanders. 
A very special thanks to the Ganges Village Market, Slegg 
Lumber, Thrifty Foods and the Driftwood for their support during 
our fall and winter broadcast season.

exhibitions

• Jane Stafford Textiles holds a new showroom open house, 
Sat.-Sun., Feb.26-27, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 142 Richard Flack Rd. 
• Mike Gluss shows photographs at Galleons Lap Gallery-
Atelier at 103 Park Drive until March 10.
• Life drawings from students in Stefanie Denz’s classes are 
hanging in the lobby at ArtSpring.
• Gene Grooms has portraits showing at Barb’s Buns. 
• Karen Muntean from Gallery Rosa Encaustic is the Island 
Savings artist.
• Rachel Vadeboncoeur’s Taking Back the Walls exhibit of 
multi-media acrylic and glass canvas hangs at Moby’s Pub until 
March 1. 

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.
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"Salt Spring’s Outdoor 
Adventure, Gear & Clothing Co."

• 15-50% OFF all Jackets & Vests.  - Down, Fibrefill, Waterproof/Breathable, Fleece...
• 20% OFF Toques, Gloves, Scarves, Neck Tubes & Merino Wool Socks.
• 25% OFF Sweaters and Fleece Shirts, Pullovers & Hoodies.
Great Styles and Colours plus Fabrics and Features to keep you Cozy and Warm!

* Sale ends March 8.

163 Fulford-Ganges Rd 537-2553 / 537-2571 • OPEN Monday - Saturday 10 - 5

A unique Island place to shop for a great selection of merchandise• •  
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“TAKE THE CHILL OFF WINTER”  

   SALESALE
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live entertainment live entertainment live entertainment live entertainment live entertainment activities

What’s On This Week
other activities
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We pay your ferry fare!
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Wednesday Night Live! 
Open stage at Moby’s, 
9 pm

Heart Healthy Eating.
Talk with dietician Dina 
Ridenour. Part of heart 
mini-series. Meadowbrook, 
2 pm

SS Garden Club. Fred 
Wein is guest speaker on 
Clematis for all Seasons. 
Meaden Hall, 7 pm

SS Rod & Gun Club. 
AGM at the clubhouse, 
8 pm Indigo the Movie.

175 Fulford Ganges Rd. 
Reserve ticket at 537-8911.
SS Centre School Open 
House. At the school, 6:30 pm
GI Community Arts Council. 
AGM at Mahon Hall, 7:30 pm
SS Local Trust Committee. 
Meets at Meaden Hall, 3 p.m. 

Interchill Records DJs.
Stirred not Shaken: so-
phisticated lounge music 
at Shipstones Taproom & 
Lounge, 8 pm
The Current Swell. 
At Anise, 9 pm
Katzenjammers!
Performs at Moby’s Pub, 
9 pm

Basketry Bird Nest. 
Creative Connections for 
Kids class at ArtSpring, 
10-11:30 am
Island Reels. Film festival 
evening at Mahon Hall, 
7 pm. 
Indigo the Movie.
175 Fulford Ganges Rd. 
Reserve ticket at 537-
8911.
Youth Chess Club. Fridays 
at Ganges fire hall, 
10am-1pm

Live with Tom Hooper. 
Shipstones Taproom & 
Lounge, 8 pm
Katzenjammers!
Performs at Moby’s Pub, 
9 pm

Charlotte Diamond. 
In concert at ArtSpring, 
3 pm. 

Indigo the Movie.
175 Fulford Ganges Rd. 
Reserve ticket at 537-8911.
Celebrate the Divine 
Feminine. 
Beaver Pt. Hall, women’s 
workshops, 4 pm; potluck, 
6 pm; dance 8 pm
CFUW Meeting. 
Guest speaker Alison 
Brewin on Equalit Rights & 
LEAF. Lions Hall, 10 am
Live/Raw Foods Seminar.
Two-day workshop with 
Elyse Nuff. 537-5472.

 

Vintage Lounge with DJ 
Matt. Shipstones Taproom & 
Lounge, 7 pm
Rob McConnell Trio.
ArtSpring, 2:30 pm 

SSI Badminton Club GISS 
gym. Info: 653-4613.
Thai Chi, Qi Kung 
Sundays, Beaver Point Hall, 
2-3:30 pm
Island Star’s Oscar Party. 
Harbour House Hotel, 4:30 pm
Big Screen. Sports at the 
Legion Sundays, 1-5 pm
SS Vipassana Community. 
Meditation Day at The Barn, 
9-3:30 pm
SSI SPCA. AGM at Mahon 
Hall, 1 pm
SEEDS AGM. Film & potluck 
dinner. Beaver Pt. Hall, 1-8 pm. 
Live/Raw Foods Seminar.
Two-day workshop with Elyse 
Nuff. 537-5472.

The Laws.
SS Folk Club show at 
Fulford Hall, with opening 
act New Talent Showcase, 
7:30 pm

Lady Minto Hospital 
Auxiliary Society.
Regular monthly meeting at 
Lions Hall, 1:30 pm 

Nothing scheduled at 
this time.

other activitiesother activities

other activities
other activities

Karaoke with Tom & Matt. 
Shipstones Taproom & 
Lounge, 8 pm
Fulford Nature Family 
Dance Fundraiser.
With Tom Hooper & the An-
gry Hippies. Fulford School 
gym at 5:30 pm. Silent 
auction from 5-8 pm
DJ Irish Mike.
Reggae, Soul, Funk at 
Anise, 9 pm
The Arrogant Worms. 
At ArtSpring, 8 pm

other activities

other activities
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Special programmes honour community members
As well as striving to 

exemplify the principles 
of Rotary in their personal 
and business pursuits, Salt 
Spring Rotarians participate 
in special awards and pro-
grammes recognize youth 
and community leaders.

Community 
Service Award

People who donate their 
time and commit themselves 
to community causes are the 
cornerstone of community 
activism and development.

Salt Spring Island has a 
full roster of individuals who 
provide superior examples 
of community service. 

Salt Spring Rotary regu-
larly acknowledges and cel-
ebrates the best examples 
of local citizenship with the 
Community Service Award. 
The honour is awarded 
to those who have given 
extraordinary service to the 
community. It may often be 
a specific project that pre-

cipitates the nomination of 
individuals for the award, 
but it is the long-term com-
mitment to community ser-
vice that distinguishes those 
who have received it.

Recent recipients of the 
Community Service Award 
have included Dan Lee, Rob-
ert and Birgit Bateman, and 
Gordon English and Mary 
Toynbee.

Rotary Youth 
Leadership 

In 1971  Rotary established 
the Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards (RYLA) program, 
which sponsors camps and 
seminars to help promising 
young leaders between the 
ages of 18 and 30 further 
develop their leadership 
skills and experience. 

Local ly,  Sal t  Spr ing 
Rotary participates in a dis-
trict-wide RYLA seminar 
that takes place annually in 
Washington State. A young 
member of the community 

who has demonstrated ser-
vice, leadership and citizen-
ship is selected to attend. 
The seminar covers issues 
such as ethics, communica-
tion skills, problem-solving 
and conflict management, 
and community and global 
citizenship.

Rotary is pleased to pres-

ent the 2005 Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award to Ande 
Kuric, who will attend the 
seminar in March.

Group Study 
Exchange

The Group Study Exchange 
(GSE) programme is a world-
wide exchange of young 
professional and business 
persons sponsored by Rotary 
International. The exchange 
provides the opportunity for 
these non-Rotarians to travel 
to another country, meet their 
foreign contemporaries and 
learn about the country while 
promoting cultural and inter-
national bridge building. A 
Rotarian team leader accom-
panies each GSE contingent.

In a typical one-to-one 
matching of locations in 
the program, a study group 
from the local Rotary dis-
trict is headed to Germany 
this year, while another con-
tingent from the receiving 
German district will visit our 

area, including Salt Spring 
Island. Scott Howe, a local 
Rotarian, has been chosen 
as the alternate team leader 
this year.

Rotaract 
and Interact

In the 1960s, Rotary 
launched two programs 
designed to facilitate the 
service orientation of youth. 
The Salt Spring Rotary Club 
is not currently active in 
these programmes, but they 
are a vital part of the Family 
of Rotary.

Interact is a Rotary-
sponsored service club for 
young people aged 14-18 
and designed for high school 
participation and peer sup-
port. The program gives 
young people an opportunity 
to participate in meaningful 
service projects while devel-
oping leadership skills, per-
sonal integrity and advanc-
ing international understand-
ing and goodwill.

Interact clubs perform at 
least two service projects 
every year that benefit their 
school or community, or 
furthers international under-
standing.

Rotaract is a similarly 
organized service club for 
young men and women 
between the ages of 18 and 
30 that can be community-
based or university-based. 
Through the program, young 
adults not only augment their 
knowledge and skills, but 
they also address the physi-
cal and social needs of their 
communities while promot-
ing international under-
standing and peace through 
a framework of service. 

As one of the most sig-
nificant and fastest-growing 
programs of Rotary ser-
vice, with more than 7,600 
Rotaract clubs in some 158 
countries and an estimated 
membership of more than 
176,000, it has become a 
global example of service.

Serving through Rotary participation
Rotary is service driven. 

Belonging to a Rotary Club 
gives men and women an 
organized outlet for contrib-
uting to their community.

Founded in 1905, Rotary 
is the world’s first service 
club. The Rotary motto is 
“Service Above Self.”

Rotary has a global net-
work of 1.2 million mem-
bers in nearly 32,000 clubs in 
more than 166 countries. And 
every Rotarian is welcome at 
and encouraged to attend any 
one of these clubs. If you 
want a round of golf, or need 
a doctor or dentist anywhere 
in your travels, as a Rotarian 
you just contact the nearest 
local Rotary club.

Rotary members meet 
weekly to plan a wide variety 
of service activities. Rotary 
clubs are autonomous and 
can determine their own ser-
vice projects based on local 
needs and the interests and 
abilities of members.

Rotary clubs are non-reli-
gious, non-governmental and 
open to every race, culture 
and creed. Club membership 
represents a cross-section of 
local business and profes-
sional leaders.

Membership in a Rotary 
club offers a number of ben-
efits, including:

• Effecting change within 
the community. 

• Developing leadership 
skills. 

• Gaining an understand-
ing of — and having an 
impact on — international 
humanitarian issues. 

• Developing relationships 
with community and busi-
ness leaders. 

Through Rotary’s service 
programs, a Rotary club 
can have a significant effect 
on the quality of life in its 
community. Programs of 
The Rotary Foundation offer 
opportunities to form inter-
national partnerships that 
help people in need world-
wide. Rotary membership 
provides the opportunity to:

• Become connected to 
your community. 

• Work with others in 
address ing communi ty 
needs. 

• Interact with other profes-
sionals in your community; 
assist with RI's international 
humanitarian service efforts. 

• Establish contacts with 
an international network of 

professionals. 
•  Develop leadership 

skills. 
• Involve family in pro-

moting service efforts. 
Rotary International is one 

of the world’s largest service 
organizations. The goal for a 
club’s membership is an up-
to-date and progressive rep-
resentation of the communi-
ty’s business, vocational, and 
professional interests. 

 A primary goal of the club 
is to continually expand the 
club with committed mem-
bers who have the interest 
and ability to get involved 
in service and humanitarian 
projects. Prospective mem-
bers must:

• hold — or be retired 
from — a professional, pro-
prietary, executive, or mana-
gerial position; 

• have the capacity to meet 

the club's weekly attendance 
or community project par-
ticipation requirements; 

• live or work within the 
locality of the club or the 
surrounding area.

For more information 
please contact President 
Carol Dodd (538-0079) or 
Membership Chair Lorne 
Bunyan (537-1647). Visit the 
Rotary International website 
at www.rotary.org 

Gulf Islands Secondary 
School student Ande 
Kuric is this year’s Rotary 
Youth Leadership Award 
winner. Photo by Derrick Lundy
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International connections forged through Rotary
With 1.2 million Rotar-

ians belonging to more than 
32,000 Rotary clubs in 166 
countries, the organizing and 
fundraising power of Rota-
ry geared to international 
causes can be truly impres-
sive.

Rotary International is the 
unifying organization that 
coordinates the thousands of 
local clubs, as well as spear-
heads efforts in the interna-
tional arena of humanitar-
ian causes such as children 
at risk, poverty, hunger, the 
environment, illiteracy and 
violence. 

They support programs for 
youth, educational oppor-
tunities and international 
exchanges for students and 
professionals geared towards 
vocational and career devel-
opment. 

Polio Plus
Rotarians are globally 

united in the Polio Plus cam-
paign for the global eradi-
cation of polio. Rotarians 
worldwide have contributed 
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars towards this ambitious 
commitment to immunize 
the children of the world. 

Working with the World 
Health Organization, UNI-
CEF and a range of private 
and public sector partners, 
Rotarians have delivered vac-
cine by camels, helicopters, 
elephants and motorbikes. 
They have staffed immuniza-
tion posts and mobilized mil-

lions of volunteers. A recent 
campaign in India saw 170 
million children immunized 
in just one day. 

Since 1988, when the 
World Health Assembly 
challenged the world to 
eradicate polio, Rotary’s 
efforts have contributed to 
the 99 per cent reduction in 
the number of polio cases 
worldwide. Rotarians antici-
pate celebrating the achieve-
ment of their 20-year goal, 
the global control of polio in 
2005, this centennial year of 
the organization.

Youth Exchange
For over three decades, the 

Rotary Youth Exchange has 
demonstrated the value of 
bridging cultural differences 
as approximately 7,500 stu-
dents between the ages of 15 
and 19 travel abroad annu-
ally for the academic year.

The local district is one of 
the most active in the world 
in terms of both sending 
and receiving students for 
the exchange. Salt Spring’s 
Rotary Club sponsors stu-
dents regularly, encouraging 
cross-cultural understanding 
and building international 
alliances. 

Students from Salt Spring 
have travelled to exchange 
locations in Australia, Bra-
zil, Mexico, Italy and Ecua-
dor. Most recently, Sopha 
Burke of Salt Spring trav-
elled to Rome, spending her 
school year exploring the 

Italian culture, country and 
language under the auspices 
of the program.

Foreign students from 
Denmark, Brazil, Bolivia 
and Germany have spent the 
year attuning to Salt Spring 
culture. Morgane Lebeau, a 
secondary student from Bel-
gium, is currently enjoying 
Salt Spring as a participant in 
the Rotary Youth Exchange.

Salgaa Community 
Garden — Kenya
With the devastation that 

the HIV/AIDS pandemic 
has caused African society, 
adequate food and nutri-
tion has an increased impact 
on the health and quality 
of life of communities that 
are handicapped by the dis-
ease’s effects. In 2004, the 
Salt Spring Rotary helped 
to facilitate local permacul-
ture expert Michael Nickels 
in establishing a community 
garden in the Kenyan com-
munity of Salgaa. 

With a US$2,500 Rotary 
grant, Nickels travelled to 
Salgaa and established a 
flourishing Community Edu-
cation Garden. As well as 
building the actual garden, 
two additional components 
of the project will ensure its 
ongoing success. A manag-
er was hired to ensure the 
garden would be sustained 
through its first six months, 
and an educational booklet 
describing how the garden 
was built was developed.

With the help of the 
SSI Rotary Club, Nickels 
returned to Salgaa six months 
after the project’s comple-
tion. He took 200 booklets 
with him and had many local 
people lined up to be next in 
establishing gardens of their 
own. Each garden has a com-
mercial component so that it 
will be sustainable over the 
long term.

Permaculture garden-
ing methods can result in a 
sustainable and long-term 
source of nutrition for com-
munities, making it a natural 

fit and excellent solution for 
impoverished and ecologi-
cally impacted regions such 
as Salgaa. 

With the economic hard-
ships of communities that 
have been so greatly impact-
ed by HIV/AIDS, the abil-
ity to grow their own food 
relieves some of the obsta-
cles faced by resource-poor 
areas that are trying to feed 
their populations and pro-
vide basic needs.

Following the success of 
the Salgaa project, the Rota-
ry Club will continue to sup-

port Nickels’ efforts in Afri-
ca by working with Rotary 
International and Rotarians 
in Kenya to establish com-
munity gardens and aim for 
reforestation of the region. 

A tree nursery component 
of the community gardens 
will aid reforestation of the 
area, as well as providing 
income and fuel. 

Nickels’ goal of plant-
ing one million trees in the 
region will benefit the region 
immeasurably in terms of 
building a sustainable econ-
omy and ecology.
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Mike Hardy
537-4620

Allan Bruce
537-2799

email:
abruce@saltspring.com

web:
www.alanbruce.com
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HARBOUR HOUSE
Licensed Liquor Store

Great parking, prices, selection and staff
Open Daily 9am - 11pm

537-1919
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LUNCH
SPECIAL

this week:
Picadillo Enchiladas
w/corn quinoa salad
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��Monday Night:
     Burger & Beer  $6.95

��Tuesdays Wing Nite:
     10 Tasty Flavours!  20¢

��Wednesdays Pizza Madness:
      You can't beat the taste!
        You can't beat the price! 
                 $2.95
                 Reggae with "DJ Sirbasa"

���Thursdays Prawn Night 35¢ &  
Open Mike with Randall Raymond!

KARAOKE KING: Shane Hooper (son of singers Tom Hooper and Suzanne 
Little) belts out Sweet Carolina at the Shipstones’ karaoke night. Shipstones now 
has entertainment every Thursday through Sunday nights. Photo by Derrick Lundy

Dreamscape ends tour 
of ‘Bless You Billy Wilder’ 
with March ArtSpring show

Short 
films 
run
Friday

A long-awaited StarBooks 
Film Festival is f inally 
screening locally made films 
on Friday, February 25 at 7 
p.m. at Mahon Hall. 

Not to be confused with 
the Our Island, Our World 
Film Festival on March 4-
6, Island Reels is a series 
of short films submitted by 
islanders over the past six 
months.

Several short films made 
by amateur filmmakers aged 
12 to 50 have been submitted 
to the first annual festival.

A one-hour documentary 
on Salt Spring’s Virginia 
Newman is also part of the 
evening.

“We had technical dif-
f iculties over the past six 
months,” said festival orga-
nizer Ken Rouleau, “but we 
finally have the venue and 
films ready. Don’t miss this 
local extravaganza.”

Island Reels was made 
possible by the hard work of 
many locals and through a 
grant from the Gulf Islands 
Community Arts Council. 

By SEAN MCINTYRE
Staff Writer

Actor Marcus Fernando 
of Dreamscape Productions 
hopes the upcoming perfor-
mance of Bless You, Billy 
Wilder will get people reac-
quainted with what comedy 
is all about.

“I think, in many ways, 
people have had enough of 
the recent trend of sledge-
hammer comedy. We don’t 
want humour to be fed to us 
on a plate along with canned 
laughter,” he said. 

“I hope this performance 
can take it back to the age 
where the audience can 
laugh out loud or chuckle 
quietly, depending on how 
they feel.”

Bless You Billy Wilder is 
the story of two opposite 
personalities who come 
together by virtue of their 
differences. 

Scriptwriter Emil, played 
by Fernando, lives in the 
world of film. 

He is obsessed with restor-
ing the full nine and a half 
hours of a classic silent film. 

While at work on the proj-
ect he meets Patience (Tina 
Hofman), an artist raised on 
an Amish colony who has 
never seen a movie. 

Emil decides to introduce 
her to life through the world 
of film, but in doing so real-
izes that she has a great deal 
to teach him.

Speaking from the tour’s 
latest stop in New Denver, 
Fernando said he especially 
enjoys performing in smaller 
communities. 

Crowds in bigger cit-
ies usually go to the theatre 
expecting to be entertained, 
he said, whereas people from 
smaller communities enjoy 
getting involved with the 
performance.

“This is partly because 
people in remote communi-
ties appreciate the effort that 
goes into making a produc-
tion like this,” he said. 

“They realize that the the-
atre is different than sitting 
in front of a television or 
computer screen.”

The play was written by 

Edmonton-based playwright 
and “fringe god” David 
Belky. It has toured Western 
Canada since January and 
will wrap up on Salt Spring 
at 8 p.m., March 2 at Art-
Spring.

Tickets are available 
through the Ticket Centre at 
ArtSpring.

Salt Spring theatre buffs 
will recall Dreamscape The-
atre’s last two on-island per-
formances. 

The troupe presented 
Edward Albee’s Seascape in 
2003 and The Lover by Har-
old Pinter the year before.
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Ad worked on by S.P.

Klemm a master of the waiting game
E r i c 

K l e m m ’s 
photograph-
ic image of 
a man walk-
ing into the 
d i s t a n c e 
t o w a r d s 
Versaille against the vertical 
stand of trees to the right is 
one that sticks in your mind 
for days — even years.

The photo is like a call-
ing card for Klemm, opening 
doors in North America in 
the same way that winning 
the Art Directors Club New 
York award for a photograph 
of a girl published in US-
Camera and other interna-
tional photography maga-
zines jump-started his career 

in Europe in the late 1960s.
For Klemm, it’s all a wait-

ing game. 
“I would never manipulate 

(a composition),” enthused 
Klemm. “To be a photogra-
pher is to wait.”

That particular photo enti-
tled Versailles, France 2004 
which was seen last summer 
in the group photography 
show at ArtSpring and at the 
tsunami relief show also at 
Artspring, took him days of 
waiting. “It was a very busy 
place and I wanted a shot 
with no one in it. I waited 
for the perfect moment and 
just as I was going to shoot, 
a man came out and started 
walking.” 

A picture that would have 
been good turned out to be 
great.

That kind of synchronicity 
seems to happen to Klemm.

Metamorphosis, a show 
of 13 large (five feet), and 
six smaller (20 X 24 inch) 
photographs opened in Van-
couver on February 15 and 
runs till March 15 at Gallery 
Jones on West Third. Shot in 
large format with a five by 
seven Swiss Sinar camera 
with long exposure times, 
the work is mysterious, emo-
tional, psychological and 
beautiful in its detail.

The path to the subject 
matter is a Salt Spring tale 
that only could have hap-
pened to Klemm. 

“Any other photographer 
would have done the same,” 
philosophized Klemm.”I was 
the lucky one.”

“By chance I met Bruce 

Smith as I was looking for 
a junk yard for a series that 
I was doing,” said Klemm. 
“He was not typical as he has 
an artistic eye.”

“He said, ‘I could show 
you something’ and we 
marched into the woods. I 
saw a small square in the 
middle of the rainforest cov-
ered in moss.”

That atypical shape was 
a car, one of 10 late-model 
vehicles from the ‘20s to 
the ‘50s that had been in the 
forest for at least 20 years. 
Smith protected them from 
anyone knocking the growth 
off until the perfect person, 
Klemm, came along to turn 
these strange creatures into 
art.

Inspired by performance 
artist Joseph Beuys (1921-
1986), known for wrap-
ping objects in felt in order 
to change their identity — 
Klemm had known him in 
Germany — the photos are 

like a Freudian dream of hid-
den desires.

A sense of discovery 
delights the viewer as the 
man-made objects integrate 
into nature just as the emo-
tional impact of the half 
hidden metal beasts inspire 
reflection.

A native of Germany, his 
many awards, prestigious 
positions and famous mag-
azine shoots — Playboy 
among them — led him to 
the Maldives in 1979 where 
he developed a Relaix and 
Chateau Inn on his dream 
island Cocoa.

The world of commercial 
photography has now been 
left behind and replaced by art 
photos of a supreme calibre. 

“I approach (photography) 
like a painter not a journal-
ist,” explained Klemm from 
his and wife Mariette’s lovely 
home and B&B in Vesuvius, 
Aston House. “It is concep-
tual art.”

MOSS COVER: Eric Klemm photo taken on Bruce 
Smith’s property is part of a Gallery Jones exhibit in 
Vancouver.

ART BEAT ON         
THE ROCK

WITH ANDREA 
RABINOVITCH
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By GAIL SJUBERG
Staff Writer

On an island now known 
for its well-educated citizen-
ry and penchant for social 
justice, the story of its first 
teacher makes a poignant 
link to the past.

If we could step inside 
Salt Spring’s first log school-
house built at Central in 
the early 1860s, we would 
witness children absorbing 
Latin and other staples of a 
classical education, subjects 
more likely taught in private 
schools in 19th-century cen-
tres of civilization.

In 1861, their teacher was 
John Craven Jones, a 27-
year-old African American 
from North Carolina, who 
was educated at Oberlin Col-
lege in Ohio, the first higher-
learning U.S. institution to 
accept blacks and women.

Sal t  Spr ing res ident 
Arlene Richardson has 
devoted parts of the past 
decade to researching Jones’ 
life, bringing into play her 
anthropology degree and 
abiding curiosity for life sto-
ries.

“He was one of the most 
educated people in the prov-
ince,” says Richardson.

Jones attended Oberlin for 
six years, graduating in 1856 
as one of the first blacks with 
an arts degree.

Richardson has scoured 
documents and correspon-
dence in provincial and Salt 
Spring archives, and corre-
sponded with Jones’ descen-
dant Cameron Faulkener of 
North Carolina, who sent 
photographs of Jones’ prog-
eny and filled in the story 
before and after his Salt 
Spring era.

“I discovered their name 
two doors down from the 
address where Jones had 
died. That’s the marvel of 
the Internet and the marvel 
of their staying in one place 
for a long time.”

Jones married Almira 
Scott, daughter of active 
abolitionists, after returning 
to North Carolina, and their 
descendants maintained the 
family tradition of political 
and educational activism. 

“John Craven’s daughter 
Madge married a senator. 
Then they had a son who 
married Margaret Evans, a 
college instructor who taught 
Jessie Jackson,” Richardson 
says.

“He was born into a Resis-
tance family and his father 
helped train blacks to pur-
sue skilled and professional 
training.”

“Jones’ life is really the 
story of the struggle for ide-
als of democracy, liberty, 
freedom and civil rights.”

Learning Salt Spring’s 
first teacher was emblem-
atic of an entire people’s rich 
history has been rewarding 
for Richardson. And her 
enthusiasm was rekindled 
when she met Evelyn White, 
whose is gaining notoriety as 
the writer of Alice Walker: 
A Life, the biography pub-
lished last fall by W.W. Nor-
ton & Company.

White was raised in Gary, 
Indiana and lived in Cali-
fornia for years before mov-
ing to Salt Spring in 2002. 
She’s thrilled to be privy to 
Richardson’s research.

White knew the island was 

f irst settled by U.S. black 
people seeking a better life, 
but she was not familiar with 
Jones’ story.

Over tea at Barb’s Buns 
last month, surrounded by 
islander Gene Grooms’ stun-
ning portraits of his family 
and Salt Spring black pio-
neer descendants, the two 
women’s research and analy-
sis complement each other 
as the discussion unfolds.

Richardson explains how 
she got started.

“When I went into the 
archives locally I had no idea 
of what I’d find. I just had a 
question in my mind: why 
did the blacks leave?”

She unfolds a map show-
ing where African Ameri-
cans pre-empted significant 
tracts of land on Salt Spring 
beginning with the 1859 
arrival of men from at least 
13 families. Map names 
include Scott, Isaac, Ander-
son, Buckner, Stark, Lester 
and Robinson.

Jones had 200 acres 
from Upper Ganges Road 
at Churchill Road across to 
Booth Canal.

“All around Central is 
black, and where the school 
is built it’s built by the black 
community and it’s a black 
community trying to get 
school funding,” says Rich-
ardson.

“Parents fought hard over 
the years, building a school, 
forming a board of trustees 
and following all the nec-
essary protocols to gain 
recognition as a school dis-
trict. Despite the fact that 
Salt Spring had more than 
enough students to qualify, 
11 years would pass before 
the community would secure 
a salary for Jones.”

Even then he was only 
granted “third-class qualifi-
cations at the lowest rate of 
pay,” says Richardson, and 
only for two years before the 
Board of Education ques-
tioned his appointment. 

The resulting conflict 
saw Jones dismissed by the 
provincial board in 1875. 
Parents were furious and 
refused to send their chil-
dren to school. 

Since he was not paid by 
the government, Jones relied 
on community goodwill to 

survive.
Yet one personal letter 

Richardson found illustrates 
that generosity may not have 
been as bountiful as once 
thought.

“Basically [in the letter] 
he’s making a plea to some-
one to bring him food, so I 
knew things weren’t all won-
derful at that time for him.”

When personal hardship 
is added to the experienc-
es with education officials, 
Richardson is not surprised 
Jones and others did not 
remain on Salt Spring.

Being American in a 
British colony was even an 
obstacle, with true allegianc-
es sometimes questioned.

“When asking for school 
funds, they always expressed 
their loyalty to the Crown,” 
notes Richardson.

White admires the effort 
needed to decipher mate-
rial like hand-written letters, 
which differs from research-
ing a still-living high-profile 
individual as she did with 
Alice Walker.

Much of the archive 
material is correspondence 
with school authorities. “I 
was peering through every-
thing looking for the word 
‘Jones,’” says Richardson.

Seeing Jones’ history take 
shape under Richardson’s 
hand has also been inspiring 
for White.

“So much of what blacks 
in America usually see is 
stuff out of slavery and the 
reconstruction period and 
struggle. To see these pho-
tos of a prominent, educated 
black family is very uplift-
ing and indicative of how we 
don’t know the whole story.”

White is also pleased 
that Jones is now getting 
the attention he deserves 
through Richardson’s efforts, 
which will ideally result in 
a book being published at 
some point.

“It’s so moving to me that 
. . . so many years later his 
plea has been heard, and I 
think that speaks of the 
human bond . . . We are all 
connected, and sooner or 
later we will all touch each 
other in that heart place.”

February is Black History 
Month in Canada.

Salt Spring’s first teacher reveals 
educated black history lineage

SHARING HISTORY: 
Arlene Richardson (right) 
reviews documents, pho-
tos and maps with Eve-
lyn White, Alice Walker’s 
biographer. Photo by Gail Sjuberg
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Eagle nest monitors needed as new program starts up
Islanders with an eye for eagles’ 

nests are invited to join a nest-
monitoring program with an intro-
ductory workshop on March 5.

The Wildlife Tree Stewardship 
Program (WiTS) is a volunteer 
“Citizens Science Project” that 

monitors bald eagle nest trees and 
other wildlife tree users such as 
red-tailed hawks, great horned 
owls and osprey. 

“The goal, in addition to estab-
lishing an inventory for breeding 
eagle and raptor populations, is 

habitat protection, neighbourhood 
stewardship, and an increased pub-
lic awareness,” explains a press 
release.

WiTS is a Federation of B.C. 
Naturalists (FBCN) program that 
has representatives from the Cana-

dian Wildlife Service, Ministry of 
Water, Land and Air Protection, 
BC Hydro and the FBCN.

Next Saturday’s WiTS workshop 
at Lions Hall on Salt Spring is open 
to all who are interested in the pro-
gram.  

It runs from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 

Contact Kerri-Lynne Wilson 
(250-722-3443 or klwilson@direct.
ca) to sign up for the workshop, 
which is co-sponsored by the Salt 
Spring Island Conservancy.

Trail and nature club schedule released 
Mark your calendar for the 

February social event at the 
United Church, which will 
be on Thursday, February 
24 at 7:30 p.m. The speaker 
is Ron Hall, who will show 
slides on some spectacular 
national parks in Utah and 
Arizona. 

A speaker has yet to be 
arranged for the March 24 
social event.

The trail coordinators are 
requesting support on Thurs-
day, March 10 and Monday, 
March 28 for clean-up of 
some trails. Our focus will 
be salal, broom and branches 
on the various island trails. 
Loppers, clippers, rakes 
and weed eaters will be the 
tools of choice for this task. 
Club members should con-
tact Owen at 537-9107 or 
George at 537-5774 if you 

are willing and able to help, 
and they will suggest which 
trails to target.

Spring trip to Quadra 
Island (May 25 to 28): There 
is still room available for 
people who are willing to 
share accommodation (four 
people in a cottage). Book-
ing and trip information is in 
the Cobbler’s box and on the 
Trail and Nature’s website.

Following is the March 
schedule for  al l  three 
groups.

Ramblers
MARCH 1: We will ram-

ble with George Wachmann 
at Duck Creek. Meet at Cen-
tennial Park at 10 a.m.

MARCH 8: Edna Gatt will 
lead us in the Channel Ridge 
area. For those tired of pea-
nut butter and raisin sand-
wiches, we will have lunch 
at Seaside Kitchen. Meet at 
Centennial Park at 10 a.m.

MARCH 15: A ramble 
through the Bapty Farm 
will be led by John and Kay 
Mowbray. Meet at Centen-
nial at 10 a.m., or Beaver 
Point Hall at 10:15.

MARCH 22: Off-island 
ramble at Swan Lake with 
Paul and Beth Ranney. 
Assemble at Fulford Inn at 
9:15 for the 10 a.m. ferry.

MARCH 29: Joan Wrig-
ley has permission for us to 
ramble to Nose Point. Meet 
at Centennial Park at 10 a.m.

Walkers
MARCH 1: Owen Ben-

well will lead us on a moder-
ate walk from Beaver Point 
Hall to King’s Cove. Please 
meet at ArtSpring at 10 a.m. 
South-end walkers can meet 
us at the hall at 10:15 a.m.

MARCH 8: Bud and Carol 
Williams will lead us on an 
easy walk around Dundaven 
Churchill Road. Lunch will 
be at Moby’s. Please meet at 
ArtSpring at 10 a.m. 

MARCH 15: Join us for 
a walk at Mt. Erskine with 
Bob and Betty Ball. This is a 
moderate walk. Please meet 
at ArtSpring at 10 a.m.

MARCH 22: Donna Mort 
is going to lead us on a new 
walk with beautiful ocean 
views in Victoria. We will 
start at King George Ter-
race and end at the Oak Bay 
Beach Hotel where we will 
have lunch at the Snug Pub. 
Please meet us at 9 a.m. 
sharp at ArtSpring to catch 
the 10 a.m. Fulford ferry. 
South-enders, please meet at 
Drummond Park 9:15 a.m. 
This is a moderate/easy walk 
(some hills) and you won’t 
need hiking boots. 

MARCH 29: Hopefully 
the weather will not cancel 
us again! Don Madsen will 
try again to lead us on a 
moderate walk in Channel 
Ridge. Please meet at Port-
lock Park at 10 a.m.

Hikers
MARCH 1: Join Fred 

Powell and explore some of 
the many trails in Ruckle 
Park. Carpool to leave Art-
Spring at 9:45 a.m. and meet 
up with south-enders at Bea-
ver Point Hall at 10 a.m.

MARCH 8: With Zeke 
Blazecka in charge, expect 
something new along Mount 
Hope trails. Carpool to leave 
ArtSpring at 9:45 a.m. and 
meet up with south-enders 
at Drummond Park at 10 
a.m.

MARCH 15: Kees Visser 
will attempt a fairly vigor-
ous hike partly up Mount 
Sullivan, turn to Bold Bluff 
and back to Burgoyne Bay. 
Meet for departure at Art-
Spring at 9:45 a.m. and meet 
up with south-enders at the 
Burgoyne Bay triangle at 10 
a.m.

MARCH 22: Lynn Thomp-
son will lead us off island to 
Ladysmith for a moderate 
hike to Christie Falls and 
beyond. Leave Portlock Park 
at 8:30 a.m. for the 9 a.m. 
Vesuvius ferry.

MARCH 29: Under the 
guidance of Simon Rook we 
will have a vigorous hike up 
to the top of Mount Sullivan 
from Burgoyne Bay. Depar-
ture from ArtSpring at 9:45 
a.m. and meet up with south-
enders at the Burgoyne Bay 
triangle at 10 a.m.

Islands host Cuban farm icon
Cuban agricultural lead-

er and noted musician Dr. 
Humberto Rios La Brada 
will give a series of talks on 
how Gulf Islands residents 
can regain control of their 
local food supply.

La Brada’s work in Cuba 
and Mexico has helped 
empower local farmers and 
strengthen the genetic integ-
rity of the food supply.

“I hope Humberto can 
encourage people here by 
helping them understand 
the relevance of small-scale 
organic agriculture,” said 
Mayne Island organic farmer 

Ron Pither. “He represents a 
lot of what can and needs to 
be done.”

Gatherings will also fea-
ture a presentation of Seeds 
in the City, an account of 
Havana’s urban gardening 
boom that was written and 
produced by Canadian Rich-
ard Phinney.

“We can learn a lot from 
the Cubans in terms of sav-
ing the heritage and diversity 
of agriculture,” Pither said. 
“They manage to feed half 
of Havana with food grown 
within the city. Now that’s a 
secure food supply.”

The West Coast Islands 
Conservancy will host the 
event, which will inform par-
ticipants about everything 
they ever wanted to know 
about organic farming and 
sustainable agriculture. 

La Brada, also known for 
his musical talents, may per-
form for the audience. Signed 
copies of his CD featuring 
music and farming informa-
tion will be available. 

The events will take place 
at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 28 at the United Church 
hall on Salt Spring and at the 
Mayne Island Community 
Centre March 1.
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ACUPUNCTURE
MASSAGE THERAPY

INFRARED SAUNA
REFLEXOLOGY

SHIATSU
ENERGY WORK
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538-1701 - www.8branches.ca

To your  
Health
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DRUG FREE HEALTH

Salt Spring Eyecare
At Salt Spring Eyecare, we care about your eyes.  

We provide complete eye exams including contact lens 
assessments.  We also have a wide selection of most 
current designs in eyewear.

Dr. Andrea Varju is an optometrist who grew up 
on the West Coast and spent many a summer on Salt 
Spring as a child visiting her grandparents.  She is 
happy to now be able to use her training to benefit this 
unique community.

Optometrists are eye care professionals who not only 
check your vision, but are also trained to diagnose 
eye health conditions leading to blindness, which 
have no symptoms; however, with early diagnosis 
and treatment, vision loss can often be prevented.  It 
is especially important that children have a visual 
assessment before the age of three.  Many conditions 
such as “lazy eyes”, astigmatism, colour-blindness, and 
near-sightedness can go unrecognized for many years.  
For some, treatment at an early age is crucial.  Dr. Varju 
has been practicing on Salt Spring for two-and-a-half 
years now and is always happy to welcome new clients 
of all ages!

Salt Spring Eyecare
158A Fulford-Ganges Rd

Creekhouse Building

537-4356
info@saltspringeyecare.com
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Cops coach junior boys hoopsters
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Junior boys on the 
Scorpions basketball team 
probably didn’t expect to 
have so much fun this sea-
son.

Equally, RCMP Const. 
Nick Widdershoven didn’t 
think he’d be head coach 
of the junior boys team 
when he offered to help 
out at Gulf Islands Sec-
ondary School (GISS).

“Before, I was just 
another cop on the street,” 
he said.

Since the GISS junior 
boys needed a coach, 
Widdershoven and Const. 
Jeff Swann, who’ve each 
been members of the local 
RCMP detachment for just 
over a year, took on the 
basketball team together 
this season.

“They are going to be 
people that we get to know 
more and more,” said Wid-
dershoven.

“Constable coaches? I 
think it’s great,” said GISS 
athletics director Lyall 
Ruehlen.

“It’s neat for the school 
environment to have high-
profile community mem-
bers like these guys come 
into the school.”

Both Swann and Wid-
dershoven played basket-
ball in high school but 
only Swann had previous 

coaching experience, from 
his last posting at Barriere, 
B.C.

“There’s a lot more to 
coaching basketball than 
I thought there was,” said 
Widdershoven.

“When you’re playing the 
game, you’ve got one job. 
When you’re a coach, you 
have to watch all five and 
figure out when to change 
things,” said Swann.

Policing, teaching and 
coaching require similar 
interpersonal skills, he 
said.

“I’m a firm believer in 
fair play and good sports-
manship.”

Swann enjoys working 
with such a positive group 
of young men, he said.

“Often times in police 
work, we deal with the 
worst five per cent of peo-
ple. So it’s nice to deal with 
the other 95 per cent for a 
change.”

Widdershoven joked that 
he had “inside sources” 
at GISS who told him the 
junior boys weren’t thrilled 
over the idea of police 
coaches.

“They’re not as scary 
as they seem,” said GISS 
junior Stephen Green-
wood.

“But the doughnut ste-

reotype is true,” chimed in 
fellow player John Foley.

“When have you ever 
seen me eat a doughnut?” 
asked Widdershoven.

The team and coaches 
swap quips and inside 
jokes between themselves 
like a light-hearted form of 
zone offence.

“We should have pushed 
them harder,” grinned Wid-
dershoven.

But the junior boys 
managed a reasonable 
record of four wins and 
four close losses during 
league play.

“A highlight of the 
season was losing three 
games. Two by one point 
and one by two points,” 
said Greenwood.

Unfortunately, the team 
wrapped up their season 
with another tough one-
point loss at the Mid 
Islands on Saturday.

“Martin Lannan had 
a buzzer beater that just 
missed,” said Widder-
shoven.

“There was four seconds 
left, he put up a good shot 
and just didn’t get lucky.”

Opening with a 60-40 
loss against Brentwood on 
Friday, GISS was eliminat-
ed from the tourney with a 
51-50 result against Qua-
michan on Saturday.

“That’s it for us until 
next year.”

DOUGHNUT DUNKERS: RCMP constables Nick Wid-
dershoven and Jeff Swann (left to right at back) 
coach the junior boys basketball team at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School. Photo by Mitchell Sherrin

BATTER UP: Georgia Tatnall and Christina Ander-
son counted among ball players signing up for minor 
baseball and girls’ softball on Saturday. Registration 
forms can be collected at Sports Traders until the end 
of February. Photo by Derrick Lundy

‘Sharp’ Scorpions junior girls slam wins

Six Salt Spring soccer 
players on off-island gold 
teams won the final round of 
lower island B-Cup play last 
Saturday.

The teams will now fight 
for a berth at the provincial 
championships in July by 
taking on the upper island 
champions in early March.

U15 boys Liam Johnston, 
Jesson Motherwell, Isaac 
Raddysh and Brandon Shaw 
and their Prospect Lake gold 
team beat Bays United 3-0 in 
the finals.

The team, which remains 
undefeated, played a tougher 
game against Lakehill in the 
semi-finals, winning with a 

late goal in the second half 
of overtime.

Playing for Peninsula Gold 
Rush, Salt Spring U14 play-
ers Danica Lundy and Olivia 
Morgan helped defeat Pros-
pect Lake 2-0 in the lower 
island finals last Saturday.

Peninsula crushed Gorge 
in the semi-finals 6-2 and 
took out previously unde-
feated Juan de Fuca in a 2-1 
match earlier this month.

Other teams with off-island 
“gold” players — including 
Cowichan U14 boys with 
Julian Smith and Peninsula 
U13 boys with Keegan Pear-
son — were eliminated ear-
lier in cup play.

Island gold players
win ‘B-Cup’ finals

Scorpions junior girls 
placed third when they host-
ed the Mid-Islands Basket-
ball Championships at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) over the weekend.

In their opener, Scorpions 
beat Chemainus to earn a 
spot on the winner’s side of 
the draw.

“Our Scorpions were sharp 
and in control throughout 
the game,” said coach Elly 
McKeague.

Ayla Lundy was top scorer 

with 14 points. Kate Parker, 
Jenny Akerman, Sam Bird 
and Megan Cameron each 
scored six to eight points 
by driving to the hoop from 
outside the key, McKeague 
said.

“ C a t l i n  H i lye r  a n d 
Michelle McBride showed 
their best defensive rebound-
ing of the season.”

GISS played well when 
they lost their second game 
43-31 against the eventual 
tournament champions, 

Cowichan Secondary, McK-
eague said.

“O ur  g i r l s  had  t he 
Cowichan squad flustered by 
shutting down their offence 
through outstanding defen-
sive play in the second half 
of the game.”

She commended Parker 
(15 points) and Jess Harke-
ma (six points) for outstand-
ing offence and defence.

Islanders won their third 
game 57-20 against Frances 
Kelsey.

“The girls pulled it all out, 
played well and had a lot of 
fun, knowing that this was 
our last game of the season.”

Akerman scored 20 points 
and Harkema took nine, 
while Bird and Hilyer each 

scored eight.
“Daniella Benloulou and 

Kristi Lee each scored an 
impressive three-pointer, 
and Dorothy Lo and Cassan-
dra Storey were completely 
unforgiving on defence,” 
McKeague said.

“All members of the team 
are to be commended for the 
welcoming, fun tone that 
they set as tournament hosts, 
and for the hours of time 
they spent in the gym scor-
ing and running the clock for 
visiting teams’ games.”

She also thanked assistant 
coach Brenda Akerman and 
tournament referees Myles 
Wilson, Roland Temmel, 
Arnie Hengstler and Vassa 
Drobyshev.
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War is creative tension. A few people with weapons and 
conflicting beliefs can affect our reality. I believe a few 
people with more empowering beliefs can affect their 
reality. Scientific experiments have shown this is possible.

In our world at this time, we have a lot of creative 
tension; Political, Environmental, Religious, and 
Economical. The laws of cause and effect apply here 
as well; all Consciousness is a form of energy. Creative 
tension creates compressed energy. Compressed energy 
becomes explosive.

At the age of nine, I started having dreams of news casts 
of world events that I see on the news now; including the 
Oklahoma bombing, 9/11, the recent tsunami and other 
terrorist events. The events I see in our future are more 
intense. I believe it is possible to change these events.

In my studies of quantum physics it is believed that each 
quantum particle is an individual form of consciousness 
that creates with and affects the whole collective that 
makes up our physical reality. Stephen Hawking got his 
knowledge of the stars and the universe from studying 
the action and reaction of quantum and quasi particles 
of matter.

Einsteinʼs theory of energy shows that we are vibrating 
individual clusters of light energy. We are not physical 
beings at all. We are a cluster of lower vibrational 
universal light energy consciousness with free will. 
Spirits and Angels are light beings of higher vibrational 
frequencies. Raise your vibration and have them lower 
theirs and there they are right in front of you. This is a 
shift in perception from Newtonian physics to Einstein 
physics. An evolution of awareness.

I have taken Stephen Hawkingʼs method of studying 
large and small forms of energy and have applied 
it to my studies of Consciousness Evolution. Apply 
that to Einsteinʼs theories of energy and we are not 
people at all, we are light beings of individual universal 
consciousness. If we are not physical beings then we 
have no limitations. Weapons of mass destruction are 
a limiting belief. Donʼt believe in it, it has no power 
over you.

I feel people are like a form of universal quantum 
particles. We are individual forms of consciousness but 
how we think and feel effects everyone around us. I 
believe a group of us with empowering beliefs can affect 
world events. 
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POINT OF ILLUMINATION
SCIENCE OF THE MIND

CHILD OF GOD YOU ARE THE GRACE OF GOD
WITHIN YOURSELF THAT WHICH IS LOVE 
EXPRESSED BY YOUR PASSION FOR LIFE

Love Lifts us up Where we Belong

          Part I
 March 19 WORKSHOP I Cause and Effect Psychology of the Mind 
 10am to 5pm   & Clearing the Sub-conscious Mind
Cause & Effect Psychology: is the Science of Perception and Awareness, How we Perceive the Events of our Lives Creates our Belief 
System. Our Belief System Creates our Reality and How we feel in the Moment. How we feel in the Moment Manifests our Current 
Reality All this jumbles and confuses the Sub-conscious Mind. And all you are really looking for is Love Love Love.

Sub-conciousClearing: I will Share with you the Techniques I have used to heal my Psychological Patterns and Clear the Sub-Conscious 
Mind of Past Painful Memories.

Speaking Your Truth: I will Share the Importance of Standing Powerfully in your Truth Ethically and Why according to the Mayan 
Calendar of Planetary and Universal Consciousness Evolution it will lead to a Powerful Planetary Transformation. You must face that 
which you fear Gracefully and Lovingly to Be in your Personal Power.

Gandhi was a Master of this Technique. I believe He was an anchor for a new way of being. I Send Him My Gratitude and Love for what 
I Have Learned By observing this Amazing, Amazing Man.

          Part II
 April 16 WORKSHOP 2 Play Time
 10am to 5 pm
The Divine Plan Meditation: This is a Meditation of Sound, Light and Movement that connects you to your oversoul allowing your 
Personal Divine Essence to come through you.
Free Will Plan Meditation: This activates the 13 key Chakras. The Mayan Calendar refers to them as the 13 Galactic Tones Integrating 
the 13 aspects of the Galactic Tones into your Personality.
Personal Mudra Meditation: This is a Sound, Movement, and Dance Meditation that Integrates the Soulʼs Divine Plan and the Human 
Free Will Plan.
This is a Celebration, bring your drums.

   
          Part III
 May 14  WORKSHOP 3 Co-Creation
 10am to 5pm
Reflective Conciousness God Communication: This is a technique I learned by observing the life of St. Francis of Assisi.

The Laws of God: There are none Except the law of cause and effect. Psychologically this would be Projection and Perception. Be 
careful how people project their limiting beliefs onto you. Be what you want to Be, Do what you want to Do.

Being a Co-Creator Means you Create that which you Desire. You are the Graceful Power of GOD Through vision, Graceful Power 
Statements, Focus, Awareness, Non Attachment, and Angel Communication. You Form a Powerful Prayer for Magical forces to Move 
through your whole Being. As you Feel you Make Real.

My Vision is World Peace. My Power Statement is:
You are Either With Me or Against Me. If you are with Me then letʼs get together as a group with the Angels in Heaven, Dance into War 
Zones and Tell These People, “Please By The Grace Of God, Stop what you are doing.” Your Weapons of Mass Destruction Have no 
Power Over Me and My Angel Friends in Heaven. If you are against me, GOD will Enlighten you. This Includes  Al Qaeda and George 
Bush. GOD is on neither side here. GOD is on My side.
Do you Believe in Divine Intervention, I DO. 

Learning To See and Communicate With Spirits and Angels
Since the age of Three I Have been Able to See Spirits and Angels. The Angels Have Come to Me At Times and Have Assigned Me to 
Help Others in Need. Over the years we have Developed Techniques to Share this ability with others, Successfully. These Workshops 
present part of these techniques. If You Want Proof that Angels Exist, this is the Place to Be. This could take 3 months to a year 
depending on your discipline, or it could happen immediately.
Welcome to the Fifth Dimension.

I DECLARE A PEACEFUL PLANET FOR THE ANIMAL KINGDOM, PLANT KINGDOM, AND ALL SENTIENT UNIVERSAL 
KINGDOMS,  AND MY EARTHLY AND SPIRITUAL FAMILY.

ALL MY RELATIONS

THESE WORKSHOPS ARE FREE
These Workshops will be presented at the Lionʼs Hall, 103 Bonnet Ave., Salt Spring Island, B.C., Canada

Please bring your own snacks. Please bring pen, pencil and paper. For more information call
 John Dellow at 250-537-9417 Email: johndellow@saltspring.com
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Salt Spring’s Div. 5 men
sink short-handed Zgoda

A n  u n d e r -
manned Zgoda 
squad gave Salt 
S p r i n g  F C ’s 
Division-5 men 
s o m e  d e c e n t 
c o m p e t i t i o n 
before they fell 
2-0 at the lower 
high school field 
on Sunday.

“They only 
had nine guys,” 
noted Div.-5 FC 
p l ay e r - c o a c h 
Chris Griffiths.

Islanders were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
impressed by the 
Zgoda keeper.

“He denied 
us two to three 
goals. He kept 
t h e m  i n  t h e 
game,” Griffiths 
said.

Zgoda even managed a 
few counterattacks since 
Salt Spring was pushed up to 
attack so heavily.

“It was zero-zero at the 
half. We just could not put 
the ball into the net.”

Finally, Jude Shugar put 
a nice low shot into the cor-
ner 10 to 15 minutes into 

the second half, Griffiths 
said.

Colin McDougall then 
capitalized on a 50-50 ball 
10 minutes later to give the 
islanders another tally.

Griffiths was also pleased 
with play by Martin Thorn 
and Roben Doobenen, who 
both played the full game 
beyond the scope of their 

normal roles.
Unfortunately, Tyler Dakin 

went out with an injury at the 
half, which left the islanders 
with no substitutes.

Salt Spring FC’s Div.-5 
men have won six of their 
last seven games. 

They are now in fifth place 
(7-5-1) with 22 points and 
five games remaining.

ON THE BALL: Div. 5 FC players Colin McDougall, centre, and 
Martin Thorn take on Zgoda in a drive for the ball at last Sun-
day’s match played at the upper high school. Photo b y Derrick Lundy
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SHOP & 
SAVE

AT SIDNEY SUPER FOODS
The Best in Quality, Service 

and Low, Low Prices!
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ESCAPE WATER TORTURE
CALL US.

catchline is different than on insert
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Scorpions take on top teams
Scorpions senior boys are 

bound for the Island Bas-
ketball Championships after 
clawing their way through 
the mid islands last week-
end.

Gulf Islands Senior Sec-
ondary (GISS) will face 
B.C.’s all stars at the islands, 
said senior boys coach Lyall 
Ruehlen.

“I see this tournament as 
our provincials,” he said.

GISS will face top-seed-
ed rivals such as Lambrick 
Park, Ladysmith and Cedar.

“Those are the top three 
teams in the province.”

The Scorpions earned a 
berth to the tourney with a 
circuitous path at the mid-
islands.

They beat Reynolds 65-57 
in their opener on Friday.

A well-balanced attack 
saw points spread around 
Jeremy Byron (14), Jordan 
Borth (10), Jesse Hranchuk 

(10), Kirby Garside (7) and 
Marlow Hart (7).

But GISS “came up flat” in 
a 63-49 loss against Shawni-
gan Lake for the semi-final, 
Ruehlen said.

“Our shots weren’t on, 
we were intimidated by the 
pressure and before we knew 
what happened, we were 
down 13-2.”

Byron still scored 16 
points but the team only 
made seven out of 17 free-
throw attempts, Ruehlen 
said.

Given a back-door route, 
GISS clobbered Chemainus 
by 20 points Saturday morn-
ing to get a shot back into the 
tourney.

And a consolation f inal 
saw the Scorpions field more 
fans than the Brentwood 
hosts.

“It was a back-and-forth 
game from the start.”

Up by two points with 10 

seconds to go, Brentwood 
fouled Josh Benloulou, who 
sunk both his shots for a 56-
52 win.

“It was a real boost for us. 
We lost twice to Brentwood 
in league play.”

Byron tallied 10 points, 
Borth hit four three-pointers 
for a 15-point total and Yoni 
Marmorstein had 11 points 
in the second half alone, he 
said.

The Scorpions play Lady-
smith to open the tourney in 
Victoria on Thursday.

In other GISS news:
Scorpions senior girls 

played a placement game 
against Kwalicum Monday 
to see if they qualified for 
the islands. (Results unavail-
able at press time.)

GISS beat Kwalicum Fri-
day but then fell by 10 points 
to Wellington before beating 
Ballenas on Saturday.

Speedy Selects blast Gordon Head
Gordon Head couldn’t 

keep up with Salt Spring 
women when the Selects won 
3-0 during play for the Doug 
Day Cup on February 19.

Once the islanders took 
the lead, they coasted to an 
easy finish on the all-weath-
er field at UVic, said coach 
Dave McColl.

“We just sort of took it 
easy. We didn’t want to have 
any blowouts.”

Normally a strong team, 
Gordon Head was under 
strength and missing their 
coach last Wednesday.

“We’re the only team 
they’ve lost to,” McColl said.

Thea Woods scored the 
first goal after a series of 
breakaways in the first 10 
minutes.

“She got through clean 
and put it past the keeper.”

Michelle Proctor tallied 
the second with a low hard 
shot from 30 yards.

“It never went above waist 
height. It was still knee 
height when it went in the 
net. It was unstoppable.”

Midfielder Jesse Johnston 
Hill scored a third goal to 
the top corner from 25-30 
yards out.

“Our whole team attacks, 
which is pretty hard to 

defend against.”
Gordon Head attempted to 

put balls past defenders but 
they couldn’t catch up.

“None of them are as fast 
as our defence.”

Led by speedy sweeper 
Jenny Kerr, defenders John-
ston-Hill, Jocelyn Langdon 
and Ciara Brazier are sim-
ply faster and stronger than 
any player they’ve faced, he 
said.

“I don’t think our goalie 
[Becky Acheson] had a shot 
on net.”

Salt Spring is scheduled 
to visit Peninsula at Iroquois 
field at 1 p.m. Sunday.

FC men weather cup Blues 
Salt Spring FC’s Division-1 men might 

have been knocked out of the Jackson Cup 
with a 2-0 loss to Bays United Blue, but the 
islanders earned respect at Henderson Park 
on Sunday.

“They came in taking us a little more seri-
ously because we beat them last time we 
played them,” said FC captain Chris Jason.

“They had chances, we had chances; it was 
a good game.”

Bays opened scoring 10 minutes into the 
second half, he said. 

“You’ve got to give credit to the other team. 
They moved the ball well and definitely held 

possession for long periods of time.”
Salt Spring launched numerous counterat-

tacks and it looked as if they could equalize 
when Bays took a red card with 10 to 15 
minutes remaining.

“We were really pressing and we had 
chance after chance but we just couldn’t put 
the ball away.”

Bays capitalized while FC took risks and 
the home team captured a second goal.

FC’s Jonathon McDonald had a good 
game in net while Jay Moulton stood out in 
the back, Jason said.

Salt Spring FC is currently sitting solid in 
fifth place with four games remaining.

FOR KICKS: Roslyn Mus-
tard plays the ball as the 
Salt Spring Dragons hold 
first-place Nanaimo to a 
2-0 win at a home game 
Sunday. johncameron.ca

Keeper stymies 
Nanaimo shooters

Salt  Spring Dragons 
women were proud to hold 
off first-place Nanaimo dur-
ing a 2-0 loss at the lower 
high school field Sunday.

“Their minimum is usually 
like 5-0. They are really high 
goal scorers,” said Drag-
ons player-coach Joanne 
O’Connor.

Fighting from the bottom 
of Division 2, the Dragons 
(0-14-0) gave Nanaimo 
(14-0-3) a decent game, 
O’Connor said.

“Usually against a team 
like Nanaimo, we would 
spend the whole game just 
fighting to keep it cleared 
out of our defensive half but 
. . . we were quite equal.”

A major part of Salt 
Spring’s success came from 
the performance of new 
Dragons keeper Jill Alaers, 
who played her second game 

in net Sunday.
“She’s just amazing. She’s 

got complete natural talent.”
Alaers made numerous 

saves to give the team a con-
f idence boost, O’Connor 
said.

Shannon Keys also played 
a great game in defence for 
her first game since before 
the Christmas break.

“She made several good 
plays where she stopped the 
ball from coming further 
into our defensive half.”

Salt Spring even managed 
some good attacks on net.

“We had them working, 
for sure,” O’Connor said. “ 
It wasn’t one-sided. We had 
the pressure on them.”

Buoyed with recent good 
play, the Dragons will face 
number-two- ranked Lake-
hill United at Braefoot Park 
on Sunday.

‘Smash-mouth football’ mars game
Despite a tremendous all-

round physical effort, Salt 
Spring’s Old Boys ran into 
a 3-0 loss against Cordova 
Bay’s Masters-A team dur-
ing cup play at Lochside 
Park on Sunday.

Islanders slipped into an 
early deficit when goalkeep-
er Jim Witherspoon stum-
bled on the uneven sandy 
surface, preventing him 
from safely collecting a rou-
tine through ball, said coach 
Fraser Hope.

But the game was marred 

just before half time when 
a Cordova player propelled 
Old Boys defender Dennis 
Shaw from the back into 
Witherspoon, Hope said.

“Smash-mouth football,” 
illegal in soccer, worthy of 
a red card and instant dis-
missal.”

Salt Spring was doubly 
penalized when Shaw and 
Witherspoon were hospital-
ized because of their inju-
ries (severe concussion and 
shoulder bruising.) The Cor-
dova Bay player was given a 

yellow caution for “a little 
push only.”

Jack Braak filled in for the 
injured keeper and back-up 
keeper and had an impressive 
effort in goal, said Hope.

“Salt Spring always seemed 
to be on the brink of pegging 
back the lead when a skillful 
bout of passing resulted in a 
quick shot by [Chris] Cot-
trell narrowly missing on the 
Cordova net.”

Old Boys have a bye this 
weekend, which gives them 
an opportunity to heal.



Notices
6 DEATHS 

20 COMING EVENTS
FOR A complete calendar of 
coming events check the Drift-
wood Community Calendar, in 
our office in the  Upper Ganges 
Centre, 328 Lower Ganges 
Road, or on our website at www.
gulfislands.net. Use the calendar 
for event planning and to make 
sure your date doesn’t conflict 
with someone else’s.
CREATE YOUR own yarn. Begin-
ner spinning classes with Karen 
Mazzei starting soon.  All equip-
ment supplied. For more informa-
tion call 537-4164.
FUNK HATS. Handmade felt, all-
weather hats at discount prices. 
Winter Market-in-the-Park begin-
ning Saturday February 19 or call 
537-2925.
WISH YOU could travel the 
world? Book your seat now on 
a Midwinter Escape with the Salt 
Spring Concert Band.  Adven-
ture, mystery and romance lift 
off at 8 pm on Friday, March 11 
from the Art Spring Theatre.  One 
night only! 
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP:  Don 
Stevens will teach us about Ma-
yan calendar. Feb 27, 10:30 am 
Fulford Hall. Everyone welcome. 
537-8327.
NEWCOMERS TRIVIA Night, 
March 11. Phone: Trish 537-1340, 
Email: maryhughes@saltspring.
com. New members welcome.
INTERESTED IN playing Golf? 
Friendly group - work on your 
game. Find out more about us on 
Sun. Mar. 6 at 10 am at SSI Golf 
Club. Business Lady’s opening 
meeting. 
“YOUNG PEOPLE who are 
involved in the arts as audi-
ence and participants get better 
grades.” Times Colonist, Feb. 
18, Quote from Arts Action, BC. 
Choral Workshop: Fri. Mar. 4 
at ArtSpring, 3-4 pm Elemen-
tary School Choirs, 4-5 pm GISS 
Chamber Choir, SS Honour 
Choir, UVic’s Prima Youth Choir. 
Come and hear hundreds of 
young singers. Everyone wel-
come. Info 537-1270.
YOUTH CHOIR Concert: Fri. Mar. 
4 at ArtSpring, 7:30 pm. GISS 
Chamber Choir, SS Honour 
Choir and special guests UVic’s 
Prima Youth Choir. Tickets: Art-
Spring, $12 adults, $4 students, 
537-2102.

 20 COMING EVENTS  20 COMING EVENTS  20 COMING EVENTS

25 EDUCATION
BE AN INTERIOR DECORA-
TOR with our unique home-
study course. Call for your free 
brochure. 1-800-267-1829. www.
sheffieldschool.ca. Sheffield 
School of Interior Design, Ot-
tawa, ON.

25 EDUCATION
A NEW CAREER? Train to be 
an Apartment/Condominium 
Manager. Many jobs! Job place-
ment assistance. All areas. Gov-
ernment-registered program. 
Information/brochure: 604-681-
5456/1-800-665-8339. www.
RMTI.ca. 
TOURISM TRAINING in a resort 
community. Certificates in: Out-
door Recreation & Ecotourism; 
Tourism Administration. Lots 
of job opportunities! College of 
New Caledonia, Valemount, BC. 
1-888-690-4422; www.cnc.bc.ca/
valemount
MOVE UP TO starting colts and 
training. Horse Training major. 
Study, handle, halter train young 
animals. Plan, run annual horse 
sale. Horse Training major at 
NAIT’s Fairview, Alberta campus. 
1-800-661-4077; www.nait.ca
BE A BETTER HORSEMAN. 
Horsemanship major. Western 
Riding levels 1 through 4. Plan, 
conduct major equine event. On-
campus riding arena, residences. 
NAIT’s Fairview, Alberta campus. 
1-800-661-4077; www.nait.ca
GET PAID to hit the golf course? 
Turfgrass Management Technol-
ogy training at NAIT, Fairview, 
Alberta campus. On-campus 
greenhouses, golf course, sand 
lab and residences. 1-800-661-
4077; www.nait.ca.

 29 LOST AND FOUND
FOUND: GLOVES and necklace 
in front of Jana’s Bakery. Owner 
may claim at Driftwood.
FOUND: LARGE tabby with white 
markings. Male, neutered, very 
friendly. Norh end. Call the SPCA 
st 537-2123.
LOST: LONGHAIRED grey, male, 
nutered cat. Isalbella Point Rd. 
Very shy but friendly. If you think 
you see him call 653-4867.
LOST: FLEX-ON glasses in blue 
case. Possibly lost in Thrifty’s 
parking lot. Call 537-5826.

34 NOTICES
IF YOUR Driftwood subscription 
label has the date highlighted, 
now is the time to renew!
SEWING MACHINE Repair. Drop 
off at Salt Spring Dry Cleaning at 
116 Hereford Ave. 537-2241. 
Local agent for Sawyer Sewing 
Centre of Victoria.

DEADLINE MONDAY 4PM
Too Late To Classify Deadline: Noon Tuesday

Driftwood Classifieds
REGULAR 

CLASSIFIEDS
20 WORDS OR LESS

$9.50
Additional words
35¢ each

Run your ad for 2 weeks 
and get a third week

FREE!  
PRIVATE PARTY,

MERCHANDISE ADS ONLY

Sorry, no refunds, no changes.

Deadline 
Monday, 4PM

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
20 words or less

$11.50
Additional words
40¢ each

Deadline TUESDAY NOON 

DISPLAY 
CLASSIFIEDS

$11.75
 per column inch

(minimum size one inch)

Border: Add $2
Frequency discounts available

REGIONAL
CLASSIFIEDS

BUY VANCOUVER 
ISLAND

$99
Your 25 word classified ad appears 
in the Gulf Islands Driftwood (Salt 
Spring & Pender Islands) and 15 
community papers on V.I. Over 

262,455 readers.

BUY LOWER 
MAINLAND

$99
Your 25 word classified ad 

appears in 15 community papers 
in the lower mainland. Over 

525,455 readers.

BUY BC 
INTERIOR

$99
Your 25 word classified ad 
appears in 22 community 
papers in the interior. Over 

208,856 readers.
BCYCNA

NETWORK 
CLASSIFIEDS

$360
Your 25 word classified will appear 

in more than 110 community 
newspapers in BC and the Yukon. 

Over 2.3 million readers.

PAYMENT
• We can accept payment 

by cash, direct debit, 
Mastercard or Visa.

• Classifieds are prepaid 
unless you have an 
advertising account.

PLACING AN AD
• In person at our office at 
328 Lower Ganges Road, 
Ganges
• By telephone, 250-537-9933, 
or fax, 250-537-2613
• By email to
 classified@gulfislands.net
 (no attachments please)
• By post to Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island, B.C.
V8K 2V3.

POLICIES
Please check your ad after the first insertion. 
Should an error appear in an advertisement, 
Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the 
amount paid for the space occupied by the 
portion of the advertisment in which the error 
occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept 
responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD            WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2005  ▲ 35

Letter to the editor?
Press release?

What’s On calendar event?
Send it to news@gulfislands.net.
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PERSONAL 
EMPOWERMENT 

PROGRAM

Elizabeth  537 2814

YOGA•BODYWORK 
MOVEMENT THERAPY 
CLUTTER CLEARING 

FROM $75
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20 COMING EVENTS

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE

537-9933

25 EDUCATION
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40 PERSONALS
LIFEMATES the relationship 
people. Single? Meet your mate, 
guaranteed! Call Canada’s larg-
est and leading relationship com-
pany today at: 1-888-54MATES 
(62837) or visit us at www.lifema-
tescanada.com. 

 Employment
5O BUSINESS OPP

OWN YOUR OWN STORE. 
Country Depot, TrueValue Hard-
ware, V&S Department Store 
Dealerships available. New & 
existing locations. No franchise 
fees—receive yearly dividends. 
Call TruServ Canada today! 1-
800-665-5085 www.truserv.ca.

5O BUSINESS OPP
INVESTORS SEEKING CA-
NADIAN immigrant status. For 
sale: $175,000 well-established 
restaurant and catering business 
near Vancouver, BC. Seller will 
train and assist with immigration 
application. 1-877-702-4422.
$1.00 STORES. North America’s 
largest developer. Complete turn-
key from $69,000 CDN. 1-800-
829-2915; www.dollarstoreser-
vicesofcanada.com.

55 HELP WANTED
FULL-TIME painter/finisher want-
ed for local woodcraft company 
looking for energetic individual 
with aptitude for production work. 
Experience with spray equip-
ment preferred but willing to train. 
Please call Don at 537-5776.
AVON. WHERE else can you 
start your own business for just 
$20? No inventory needed. Call 
today to arrange your interview. 
Call 1-877-954-Avon.
PLUMBER WANTED. 3rd/4th 
year apprentice or journeyman 
required for local plumbing com-
pany on beautiful Salt Spring 
Island, BC. Please fax resume to 
537-8887.
FULFORD INN - now accepting 
resumes for experienced line 
cooks and servers. Apply with 
resume to Jeff.
GORSE, PULLED and removed. 
Please call 653-9988 Fri Feb. 25 
to view and quote price. 
MOBY’S PUB requires part time 
office person. 3 mornings per 
week, plus holiday relief. Contact 
Jamie, 537-5559.
SALT SPRING Coffee Co is look-
ing for FT General Manager for 
the warehouse location. Must 
have previous management 
experience, comprehensive ac-
counting or bookkeeping back-
ground, and excellent computer 
skills. Previous HR experience an 
asset. Please apply with resume 
in person to Teresa or Pam at the 
warehouse located at Unit 1-156 
Alders Road.  
PRIVATE RESIDENCE house 
cleaner on SSI. 15 to 20 hours 
per week over 3 to 4 days per 
week. The individual should be 
experienced, non-smoker, non-
perfumed, reliable, discreet, 
bondable, with transportation. 
537-0999.   
MYSTERY SHOPPERS Wanted!! 
Get paid to shop. Assignments 
available on Salt Spring Island 
(Ganges) and surrounding areas. 
Apply on-line at www.spotcheck-
services.com.
CLASSIFIED ADS WORK—
you’re reading them now! Place 
a 25-word classified ad in 109 
BC & Yukon newspapers for only 
$360. Call this newspaper for de-
tails, or phone 1-866-669-9222. 
www.communityclassifieds.ca
AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTU-
NITY. Learn to earn $100K+/year 
working from home P/T. Not MLM. 
If serious, call (888) 453-8817.

55 HELP WANTED
REALTORS! TUMBLER RIDGE 
Realty Ltd is seeking licenced 
sales representatives willing to 
relocate to beautiful Tumbler 
Ridge. Exploding economic 
growth provides great opportu-
nities for a new and prosperous 
future. Call Peter Thompson 250-
242-2050.
PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
Lowest hook-up ever! Only 
$22.13. Fantastic monthly rates. 
Get connected by Easy Recon-
nect and enjoy your savings! Call 
1-877-446-5877.
CHEAPER THAN a bald man’s 
haircut—Telephone Reconnect! 
Only $24.95 for your first month 
+ connection! Calling cards avail-
able. Call Phone Factory toll-free 
1-877-336-2274; www.phonefac-
tory.ca. 
KINGLAND FORD YELLOW-
KNIFE is looking for journeyman 
technician. Ford experience with 
certifications preferred. $80,000 
- $90,000/year depending on 
certifications. Full benefits pack-
age. Fax 867-920-9201. Email: 
doug@kinglandford.com.
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE techni-
cian required immediately for fast-
growing Ford dealership. Tired 
of the same old scenery? Tired 
of the same old job? Come work 
for a team that cares! Jerry Ford 
Sales in Edson is looking for you. 
Day and night shifts (3-day long 
weekends) positions available. 
Ford experience an asset, but not 
necessary. Starting bonus up to 
$5,000 plus benefits; all this plus 
mountains, sledding and more. 
Submit resume by fax to Rich-
ard at 780-723-3800 or email: 
jerryfordservice@yahoo.com
PRESSMAN: Webco Leduc is 
seeking a journeyman pressman 
for a 17-unit community press. 40 
hour week, three shift rotation. 
Excellent benefits plan, com-
petitive rates. Call Robin Dobie, 
Press Foreman, 780-986-2271 
or 780-986-6397. 
MYSTERY SHOPPERS WANT-
ED. Get paid for shopping and 
dining out. $24/hour plus free 
merchandise and meals. Free 
brochure and enrollment form. 
Shopaid: 104-2192 Queen Street 
East, Toronto, Ontario, M4E 1E6, 
(416) 761-5629. 
WORK FROM HOME on your 
computer. Full or part-time. No 
experience required. Start today.  
Visit our website now. www.My-
HomePCJob.com. Code: A1.

55 HELP WANTED
DOG LOVERS! Enjoy a healthy 
& profitable career as a profes-
sional dog trainer. Government 
accredited program, student 
loans. As seen on The Today 
Show, NBC. Ben Kersen & The 
Wonderdogs. www.wonderdogs.
bc.ca. 1-800-961-6616.
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS. After-
noon Lead Hand, 2–10 p.m.; com-
mercial trailer experience. Also, 
Apprentice to start (automotive or 
commercial), afternoons & days, 
with mechanical background & 
some welding. Both in Surrey, 
BC. Excellent wages & benefits. 
Fax Sam: 1-604-582-4412.

 55 HELP WANTED

60 WORK WANTED
IF IT NEEDS to be done and you 
don’t want to do it - from reno to 
gardening. Call Shale of Produc-
tive Paws at 653-4726.
GARBAGE GURU & Strong 
Woman Hauling Father & Daugh-
ter team. Brush special $125/
truckload. Total cleanup, demoli-
tion & hauling. Vanessa or David 
537-1984.
PET OWNERS! Happy Trails ’n 
Tails is back! Dog walking, vaca-
tion/animal care & more! Phone 
Kim 537-4870.
ENERGETIC, RELIABLE Nanny 
available on Salt Spring Island 
for early March. Full- or part-time. 
Live in or live out. References. 
Call Harvest at 250-389-0835 or 
email: harvest-metta@animail.
com
NEW EARTH Landscaping, gar-
dening, yard maintenance, prun-
ing, etc. Reasonable rates. Island 
references. 653-4968.
TWO STRONG lads. Firewood, 
fencing, eavestroughs, ditches, 
etc. Nick 537-8361 or 538-1702.
WOOD LOT WORKER available 
for chainsaw, brushing, planting. 
Lots of experience. 653-9783.
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR avail-
able, Bobcat to Terex, 20 yrs. ex-
perience. Don 537-9953.
L.P.N. AVAILABLE for private 
duty. Mature, reliable & friendly! 
Ontario trained with full B.C. reg-
istration. Please call 537-2258.
SUPER HANDYMAN! Over 10 
yrs. experience in all aspects of 
construction working on beauti-
ful homes in the Gulf Islands. 
Concrete forms, framing, post & 
beam, flooring, interior finishing, 
plumbing, etc. For all your build-
ing & fix-it needs, call Matthias 
538-8408.

60 WORK WANTED
GULF ISLAND Fencing and 
Landscaping. Custom gates, 
brush & garbage removal. Soil & 
gravel delivery. Tie stairs & retain-
ing walls. 537-0099.
EXPERIENCED CARPENTER(S) 
available for custom renovations, 
extensions, cabinetry, finishing, 
interior & exterior. Estimates, 
hourly or contract. Senior’s dis-
count. 537-9996.

Services
 100 ACCOUNTING

HONOUR BOOKKEEPING ser-
vices: easy, affordable, and effi-
cient. Income statements, payroll, 
and tax remittance. Make busi-
ness easier. Hire a bookkeeper! 
David Honour 537-5346.

 114 CHILD CARE
GRAMMA’S HOUSE: overnight 
childcare - for parents with atypi-
cal working hours or just needing a 
night off. Coming April 2005! www.
saltspringislandchildcare.blogspot.
com or call 537-4433 to reserve 
your child’s space in advance.

 116 CLEANING
PROFESSIONAL  HOUSE-
CLEANER has openings. Excel-
lent references. Custom cleaning.  
537-0887 or pager 537-8074.
RELIABLE, EXPERIENCED 
person has a few opening for 
house cleaning. Responsible and  
meticulous. References avail. 
537-6178.

 117 COMMUNITY SERVICES
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - 
537-5664.
ALANON/ALATEEN A program 
for family and friends of alcoholics. 
For further information call  537-
2941, 653-4288 or 537-4909.
ADULT CHILDREN Anonymous. 
For healing from any dysfunc-
tional family background. Sat-
urday afternoons. 537-4315 for 
information.
FAMILIES OF Schizophrenics 
meet in homes for mutual sup-
port. Call 537-2543.
CRISIS LINE for Salt Spring - toll-
free 1-877-435-7544.
DRESSINGS FREE to cancer 
patients by the Order of the East-
ern Star. Contact Ida McManus, 
537-5423.
SALT SPRING Mood Disorder 
Association meets every 2 weeks 
on Tuesdays for family & patient 
support and education. Please 
call Pam 537-2186 for details.
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 117 COMMUNITY SERVICES

127 FINANCIAL SERVICES
DEBT CONSOLIDATION PRO-
GRAM. Canada Credit Services 
helps Canadians repay debts; re-
duce or eliminate interest rates, 
regardless of your credit situa-
tion! Call 604-734-8158 or 1-866-
663-7968 for confidential, no-
charge consultation. For online 
application: www.canadadebt.
ca. Bonded and licenced by the 
provincial gvernment.
DEBT STRESS? We can help 
you avoid bankruptcy through 
debt consolidation. Achieve 
peace of mind. Visit us online at: 
mydebtsolution.com or call toll-
free: 1-877-556-3500.  

 127.1 GARBAGE
GARBAGE GURU & Strong 
Woman Hauling Father & 
Daughter team. Brush special 
$125/truckload. Total demolition, 
cleanup & hauling.  Vanessa or 
David 537-1984.

 148 PETS/LIVESTOCK
HORSE RIDING lessons, begin-
ners through advanced dres-
sage.  For more information call 
Ann 653-4184.

 156 RENTALS

Merchandise
 300 ANTIQUES

7 ANTIQUE RADIOS. 1920, 
1950. $700 OBO. 537-6708.
ANTIQUE 1922 CHINOOK 
cookstove with bun warmer, just 
restored, immaculate working 
condition. “Portable” version, for 
use by pioneers. View at Home 
Design Centre. $6,000. 604-787-
3703.

 302 APPLIANCES
 GE 30” self cleaning range, 
white with black door, $175 obo. 
537-0716.
DRYER IN GOOD condition, $50 
you haul. 537-1952.

 305 ART WORK
A SALT SPRING salon is open-
ing soon. I specialize in painted 
reproductions. Photo - historical 
- genre - murals & original works. 
Call for a viewing and consulta-
tion. 538-1990.

 310 BUILDING SUPPLIES
PRE-FINISHED 5” beveled cedar 
siding. Factory pressure stained 
Hunter Green. Approx. 800 lin. ft. 
$275. 537-4483.
BEAUTIFUL FIR trim lumber. 
1x4 and 1x6, no knots. 5000+ ft. 
Good prices. 653-2375.
FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Durable, dependable, pre-en-
gineered, all-steel structures. 
Custom-made to suit your needs 
and requirements. Factory-direct, 
affordable prices. Call 1-800-668-
8653 ext. 536 for free brochure.
STEEL BUILDINGS SALE! Rock 
bottom prices! Last chance. Go 
direct/save. 25x30. 30x40. 35x60. 
40x80. 50x90. Many others. Pio-
neer 1-800-668-5422. Since 1980.

 322 COMPUTERS
COMPUTER PROBLEMS? Set-
ups, Installing Software, Tutoring, 
Internet. Troubleshooting. Yes, we 
make house calls days/evenings/ 
wkends. $25/hr. Over 20 years 
exp. Phone Robert. 537-2888. 
Arvana Consulting.
CALL BOB McIvor for hardware, 
software and networking support.  
We do housecalls. 537-2827 or 
(cell) 701-8022. Please go and 
back-up your important data 
now!
INKJET CARTRIDGE refilling. 
Call Doug at 537-1954.
WILDCAT VP760 64MB graphics 
card. Good as new, paid $350 in 
Nov. Don't need, will sell for $150 
obo. 653-9485. 
LOOKING FOR old printer. Ra-
ven PR-9101 multi-mode printer 
or something similar. 537-1414.

 329 FARM ITEMS
INTERESTED IN FARMING? If 
so, you need Small Farm Canada, 
the magazine about small-scale 
agriculture. Articles on livestock, 
soil health, crops and marketing 
techniques. To subscribe call: 
1-866-260-7985 or go to: www.
smallfarmcanada.ca. Watch for a 
special flyer in the Mar. 2 edition 
of The Driftwood. 

 330 FOOD PRODUCTS

335 FURNITURE
OAK entertainment centre. 2 
smoke glass doors, 2 sliding 
shelves, 1 drawer.  Like new 
$275. Toshiba bookcase 5 piece 
stereo unit with 2 satellite speak-
ers, $125. 537-2969.
QUALITY, FINE, hand crafted 
furniture from hardwoods or pine, 
choose your wood and stain. 
Large showroom. Village Furni-
ture, 4485 Trans Canada Hwy., 
Duncan. 1-888-301-0051, www.
villagefurnituredesigns.ca.
2 DRAWER LETTER size wood 
filing cabinet, $50. Walnut buffet 
made by Gibbard, $150. Large 
mirrors. 537-2158.
COUCH, LOVESEAT and arm-
chair.  Shaker style with oak arm-
rests and red paisley cushions.  
$500.  537-8951. 

 340 GARAGE SALES
LIONS GARAGE Sale: Fridays 
& Saturdays only 10-12.  Many 
household items. Note: We no 
longer offer pickups. We do not 
accept appliances. Drop offs ac-
cepted only on Fri & Sat morning. 
Please no garbage!! 103 Bonnet 
Ave.

 340 GARAGE SALES
GARAGE SALE:  I’m moving! 
Sat. 9 am - 1 pm. 915 Rainbow 
Rd. No early birds.

343 HEALTH SUPPLIES
DRUG/ALCOHOL Help a loved 
one who’s losing everything to 
drugs or alcohol. 75% success 
rate, 100% natural. www.nar-
conon.ca; 1-877-782-7409.

 350 MISC. FOR SALE
EXPERT CLOCK repair and res-
toration - antiques my specialty. 
Free estimates, reasonable rates. 
Free house calls for shut-ins and 
heavy clocks.  Mark’s Clock-
works, 537-5061.
EXPERT WATCH repairs by 
certified watchmaker.  Located 
between Crofton and Duncan.  
Serving the Cowichan Valley over 
25 years.  Call L.D. Frank - Jew-
eller and Watchmaker 250-748-
6058 (Duncan).  Saturday pick-
up & delivery on Salt Spring.
STORAGE TANKS: water, septic, 
sewage-holding (polyethylene). 
Ecological Systems: sewage-
treatment plants, effluent filters. 
Visa, Mastercard, American 
Express accepted. GIS Sales & 
Rentals 653-4013.
SALT SPRING Vacuum - Large 
selection of bags and belts. On-
island service work. New and 
used vacuums for sale. Also, 
sales & installation of built-in 
vacuums 537-0066.
REGAL CATALOGUE sales, 
photocopies, rubber stamps, ad-
dress labels, nametags, laminat-
ing, customer office orders - call 
Dawn at et cetera 537-5115. 

 350 MISC. FOR SALE
SSI ANTIQUES and Architectural 
Salvage Fine furniture, porcelains 
and collectibles. New items every 
week. Fine antiques bought and 
sold including estates. Now open 
every Saturday 10 - 3 or by ap-
pointment. Merchants Mews Unit 
21-315 Upper Ganges Rd., 537-
7861.
THE PLANT FARM. Open Thurs-
day through Sunday, 11 - 3.  177 
Vesuvius Bay Road.
WHITE KENMORE fridge. Al-
most new, $500. 653-9791.
GAS POWERED Arc welder. 
Runs great. $700. Phone 653-
4364.
WASTE WATER pump, Honda 
Gx160, 5-5 HP, $575 obo. Slid-
ing compound miter saw, 12”, 
General International, like new 
$550 obo. Various 6x6, 6x8, 6x 
10, 6x12 Fir timbers, 8 to 21’  in 
length, $1/b.f. 537-0716.
HOME-MADE PIES. Fruit, turkey, 
tourtiere. Cabbage rolls, butter 
tarts. 537-2208.
PHOTOGRAPHIC & Darkroom 
equipment. Also renovation sale: 
deluxe shower w/door, large 
soaker tub, and 2 vanity sinks! 
537-1117.
TWO USED hot tubs:  #1-  (Pa-
cific) square, 7 seater, cedar 
skirted,  new spa pack, digital 
topside control, new Powersmart 
4” cover, rebuilt pump. Good con-
dition, 2 year warranty, $2700. #2 
- Unskirted, 5 seater with lounger, 
good cond., $1600.  537-5147.
HEAVY DUTY logger box. Sand-
blasted and fresh paint. $800. 
537-5613.

 350 MISC. FOR SALE
WEEKLY SPECIAL - Seven Ra-
vens Nursery. Douglas fir, cedar 
& Himalayan cedar hedging 
trees, approx. 5  - 8 ‘. tall, $25-
35/ea. Call ahead to view & order, 
653-9565.
ANTIQUE CAST iron bathtub.  
Early 1900’s piano $1550. 1950’s 
wooden bunk beds $150. Vintage 
wooden windows. Call: 537-4450 
evenings.
KINGFISHER INN, Courtenay. 
Gift certificate, 2 nights, ocean-
view rm. for 2, incl. 1 dinner for 2 
& 2 passes for Pacific Mist Hydro-
path Spa. $560 value. Best offer. 
537-2183.
DCP DESIGNS: 40% sale on 
winter/spring wool coats and 
hats until Feb. 28 at the Water-
front Gallery.
TABLE SAW: 2 horsepower, cast 
iron beaver ,10” $75. Bench top 
jointer 4”, $10. 2 VCRs work but 
don’t record, $5 each. 537-4888.
MASON BEES. The early pollina-
tors who don’t sting. $10 for a big 
dozen. Call: 537-4649.
REFLECTIVE DRIVEWAY signs. 
Big 4” letters, better than the 
rest. Multicolored vinyl graphics 
at competitive prices. Call: 537-
1833.
DIGITAL CAMERAS: 1-Sony 
W1 5 mega pixels, $475. 1-Fuji 
6800 6 mega pixels (interpo-
lated), $350. Jeep 92 and up 3 
piece windjammer set, $170. Dry 
mounting press, 15X19, $135. 
653-4639.
4 CHER TICKETS, $100 ea. Apr 
24. 653-9635.

 350 MISC. FOR SALE
USED HOUSEPARTS. 6 in. sq. 
white ceramic wall tile, 250 sq. 
ft., 75¢/sq. ft. 6” duct parts & reg-
isters. Doors: 2-32” white alumi-
num storm, $60; 1-36” solid core 
mahogany slab, $60; 1-24” single 
panel, $45. Overhead garage 
door hardware. Gas space heat-
ers, $10. Portable dishwasher, 
$40. Kitchen sinks: stainless, 
$40. Cast iron, $40. Light fix-
tures: 4’ flourescent, $15; dining 
rm, $20; bathroom, $10; exterior 
porch ceiling, $15. Vanity taps, 
$15. Antique double bedspring, 
$25. Burl slices, $20 & less. Eave 
braces. Medicine cabinet, $20. 
537-4278.
SPECIMEN TREE Special - tall 
oaks, ashes, maples, walnuts, 
elms, chestnuts, beeches, red-
woods, sequoias & cherries. Call 
Seven Raven Nursery, 653-9565.
25 MIN TO PARADISE. Come fly 
to the Islands. Vancouver - Salt 
Spring, 3 times daily. Salt Spring 
Air. 877-537-9880. Book online at 
www.saltspringair.com
ELECTRONIC GOLF Caddy for 
sale, $350 obo. Call 537-5248 
to view.
ANTIQUE CAST iron bath-
tub.  Early 1900’s piano, $1550. 
1950’s wooden bunk beds, $150. 
Vintage wooden windows. Call 
537-4450 evenings.
WINDSURFER WITH sail, mast, 
boom. May need parts. $175 obo. 
Call 537-4595 evenings.

 350 MISC. FOR SALE
ANTIQUE CLEARANCE. Antique 
sideboards and tables, this Sat-
urday at SSI Antiques, #21 - 315 
Merchant Mews (lower Ganges 
Rd.), 10 am - 3 pm.
NEW RCA TV/VCR, 12X16” 
screen with remote, still on man-
ufacturer warranty, asking $200. 
537-8587.
ENERGUIDE KENMORE freezer, 
large chest size, $150. Excellent 
condition. 537-4738.
NEW 45 GALLON aquarium with 
out-of-tank easy clean filter. All 
accessories and replacement 
filters, $375 firm. New tall Hori-
zon walker with seat and basket. 
Black, and some accessories, 
$300 firm. 538-1990.
DANBY MINI freezer, $200. Bike 
trailer, $75. Microwave, $50. Por-
table electric oil heater, $75. Call 
537-5567.
WANTED: ROOM DIVIDERS for 
office use. Freestanding. Please 
call Eva 537-9933.
EVERYONE’S APPROVED! Get 
a fully-loaded MDG computer 
with an Intel 2.8Ghz CPU start-
ing from 73 cents/day or $799! 
Includes everything you need: 
free printer/scanner/copier, free 
software, 17” perfectly flat moni-
tor, Windows XP (bank acct req, 
plus S/H & tax), 1-800-236-2504.
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204 ARCHITECTS
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Home

Advertise your 
home & garden 

services 
in this handy  

business directory 
by calling

Peter or Rick

Call
537-9933

For Details
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clear-outs - up to 70% off

this weekend - on both floors 
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350 MISC FOR SALE

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE

537-9933



 350 MISC. FOR SALE
SAWMILLS from $3,495.00—Lum-
berMate-2000 & LumberLite-24. 
Norwood Industries also manu-
factures utility ATV attachments, 
log skidders, board edgers and 
forestry equipment. www.norwood-
industries.com. Free information: 
1-800-566-6899 Ext. 400 OT.
NEED A PHONE? Connect for 
just $36.95 a month! No credit 
checks. Transfer from your current 
reseller for free! Call 1-866-392-
5066; www.telereconnect.com.
DISCONNECTED HOME 
PHONE? 1st month only $19.95 
+ connection. Long distance 
available. Paying too much with 
your current reseller? Will trans-
fer you for free! Call now toll-free: 
1-877-551-5511. 

 351 MISC. WANTED
LOOKING FOR old printer. Ra-
ven PR-9101 multi-mode printer 
or something similar. 537-1414.

 360 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
KORG CONCERT C-150 digital 
piano. Excellent condition, $1600. 
537-5139.
MID-MISSONRI F-4 Mandolin. 
Tear drop shape, rosewood sides 
and back. Like new. Neck set 
up by Rufus Stewart. Includes 
cushioned back pack case, $950. 
Carol 537-5982.
PEARL DRUM kit (red)  for sale, 
excellent cymbals, good condi-
tion, $850 obo. 538-1917.

 370 PETS/LIVESTOCK
CUTE PET? Enter your pet’s 
photo in the Driftwood’s Pet 
Hall of Fame contest for just 
$9.95 + gst. You could win a 
prize and help the Salt Spring 
SPCA. Entry deadline March 4. 
Contact the Driftwood for more 
information.
RIPLEES RANCH Super Premi-
um pet foods, grooming products. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Home 
delivery. Gulf Islands Pet Sup-
plies, Authorized Distributor. Call 
Janine at 653-2095.
TWO PUREBRED Herefords 
for sale. 1 year old. Sweetwater 
Farm 537-2119.
GOLDEN CARE: loving care for 
your pets. Dogs - my home or 
yours. Cats - your home. Plant 
care, shopping, etc. Call Meg 
Hodges 537-4561.

 370 PETS/LIVESTOCK
FREE: CALICO female. Playful, 
mature cat seeking loving home 
and garden or yard. No other 
cats, large dogs or  kids. After 12 
pm 250-381-6171.
WANTED: Bantam hen with ma-
ternal instincts. 537-5248.  
T.L.C. FOR your pets and home. 
Daily, weekly, and monthly. Home 
and pet care! Cell: 538-8099. 
Home: 537-1087. References 
available.

 376 SPORTING GOODS
MOVING-MUST Sell! Diva snow-
board, 150, excellent condition. 
Rossignol bindings incl, $400 
obo.  Diva boots, sz. 7-1/2. Best 
offer. NEV surfboard, brand new, 
7’8”, $700 obo. Surf access., 
woman’s, best offer. 537-2706.

 379 FREE/RECYCLABLES
THIS COLUMN is designed for 
free recyclable items only (no 
animals). There is no charge to 
place items in this column. Ads 
can be submitted in person at 
the Driftwood office (328 Lower 
Ganges Road) by normal dead-
line (Monday 4 pm.) or by phone 
537-9933, fax 537-2613 or email 
driftwood@gulfislands.net. 
LARGE WOODEN desk painted 
blue, suitable for high schooler or 
adult. Call 537-2905.
SALT SPRING Island Recycle 
Depot is located at 349 Rain-
bow Rd. We are open Tuesday 
through Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm. 
This service is operated by Salt 
Spring Island Community Ser-
vices. Please call The Recycle 
Depot at 537-1200, or Commu-
nity Services at 537-9971 for in-
formation on materials accepted 
for recycling.
NEARLY NEW manual treadmill. 
Heavy, takes two to move. 537-
5579.
FREE: SLIDING closet doors 
with hardware. 96”H x 70”W. 537-
4767.
OLDER WASHER - needs new 
waterpump. 537-4077.
OLDER MODEL colour TV, 26“. 
Double futon mattress. Older Ma-
cintosh computer. 537-4027.
FREE: MAC Plus computer with 
hard drive & style writer printer; 
3/4 bed (52”); Life world library 
set; Audubon nature encyclope-
dia set; kitchen cabinet doors, 
various sizes. 537-4888.
FREE: RASPBERRY plants. 653-
4800.
DVD RECORDING studio time, 3 
free hours a month. To book time 
call Anne 537-5236.
EPSON PRINTER - stylus 740 
colour, with black & white and 
colour refill kits. Inking mecha-
nism a bit temperamental. Call 
537-1904.
FREE DOUBLE bed chesterfield 
in excellent condition. Older style. 
Call 538-1931.

 390 WEBSITES
SALT SPRING Music is on the 
Internet at www.saltspringmusic.
com. Hear song samples before 
you buy. Pay by cheque or credit 
card. More than 40 CDs available.

 
Real Estate
410 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

4.5 ACRES, Belcher Mountain 
top, treed parkland. Ocean views. 
Driveway. Utilities, well, septic 
connected to trailer. Ready for 
building. $399,000. 537-8318.
GLACIER VIEW 40 acres, lo-
cated centrally but privately in 
Cherryville, BC. Sub dividable. 8 
gpm. well & 2 driveways in. 4 acre 
meadow, timber, extensive net-
work of grassy roads. $199,000. 
250-547-9091.

 460 WANTED TO BUY
SALT SPRING NEWLYWEDS 
hoping to stay & raise family. 
Pre-approved for mortgage up to 
$200,000. Not fussy. Please call 
537-8478.

 490 WEBSITES
REAL ESTATE listings for the 
Gulf Islands are viewable any-
where in the world with Internet 
access. www.gulfislands.net

 Rentals
500 APT/SUITES FOR RENT

VERY NICE, large N/S, 2 bdrm 
suite with sunny exposure in 
Vesuvius.  Large private back-
yard, FP, W/D, water & Hydro 
paid. For responsible person(s) 
with excellent references, seek-
ing long term rental. $895/mo. 
Available Apr. 1/15. 537-0885.  
FURNISHED STUDIO suite: 
ocean view,  separate entrance. 
Avail now  to June 30. $450/ mo. 
plus util. N/P. 1-604-946-7822.
LAKEFRONT 1 bdrm, private 
entry, basement suite. W/D, N/S, 
N/P. 7 min to town, $750 plus util. 
evenings 653-4868.
FOR RENT: one bdrm suite. Bal-
cony, private entrance. $600 mth 
incl. util., no pets. Available im-
mediately. References required. 
Phone 537-9340.
1300 SQ. FT. one bdrm. base-
ment suite. 4 appl., wood heat 
and electric. Private entry, N/S, 
N/P. $900, util. incl. 537-5613.
VERY PRIVATE 1 bdrm suite. 
Own entrance & deck. Close to 
town. March 1. $550 includes util. 
537-5330.

 510 COMMERCIAL SPACE
COMPLETELY RENOVATED 
street front, stand alone 1140 sq. 
ft. shop now available. Merchant 
Mews. Highly visible, wonderful 
location with 10 skylights, office, 
gallery potential. Richard, 537-
9125.
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: 1468 
sq. ft. air-conditioned, heated, fin-
ished space at Merchant Mews, 
for lease. Ideal for any produc-
tion/shop work.  Richard, 537-
9125.
FOR LEASE: Ground floor Gan-
ges downtown, approx. 1000 sq. 
ft.; 2nd floor - loft like, Ganges 
downtown, approx. 1800 sq. 
ft.; outdoor Ganges downtown, 
seasonal space. Call for Info: Al-
lan Bruce at Creekhouse Realty 
537-5553.

 520 HOUSES FOR RENT
VERY NICE family home: 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom. Tidal 
waterfront, close to town, lease, 
$1300/mo. Available immediately 
653-9206.
3 BEDROOM SINGLE LEVEL du-
plex, washer/dryer, fridge/stove, 
satellite. N/S, N/P, Maliview, $820/
mo. Available March 1. 537-6599.
SPACIOUS 2 BDRM mobile.W/D, 
covered deck, fenced yard. Lake 
view in Cedar View Park. Cat OK. 
Available now. Refs. req’d. $595/
mo. 537-0612 or 537-2310.
VERY NICE family home. 3 
bdrm., 1.5 bthrm., lg. kitchen, 
wood heat and electric, 5 appl., 
ocean views, N/S, N/P. $1200 
plus util. 537-5613.
ONE BDRM.  and loft cottage. 
Private entry, garden, and deck. 
Electric heat, N/P, N/P. $850 plus 
util. 537-5613.
3 BEDROOM DUPLEX, avail-
able immediately, $825/month. 
Washer and dryer. 146 Maliview. 
537-2650 before 9:00 p.m.
IMMEDIATELY - 3 bedroom, 1 
bath, large living room. 5 ap-
pliances. New home, centrally 
located. $975/mo. No dogs. Call 
537-4996.
SOUTH END cabin. Wood, elec-
tric heat. March 1 - July 1. $450/
mo. Sorry, no phone. 653-4968.

 520 HOUSES FOR RENT
SMALL 3 bdrm. house, avail. long 
term. W/D, F/S and some curtains 
incl. Carport, storage shed, nice 
fenced yard. No dogs, cats ok. 
N/S. References needed, Avail. 
now. $975. Nora 537-9999.
2 BEDROOM,1 BATH home on 
small sunny lot with ocean view.  
Close to beach, 5 min. to town 
plus large garage with small of-
fice. W/D, newer appl. Clean, 
cozy, long term, NS, NP. $1000/
mo. + util. 537-5659.
SOUTH END long-term quiet, 
private 1 bdrm. Almost new cot-
tage on beautiful 15 acres. 5 
appliances & storage shed avail. 
March 1, $920/mo. inclusive. 653-
2409.

 530 SHARED ACCOMMODATION
LARGE 3 BDRM house with 1 
adult. Private bath and laundry 
included. $450/mo+. Call 537-
1985.
SPACIOUS HOME at heritage 
home in sunny valley. Partly fur-
nished, own entry & bath. Share 
W/D, kitchen, garden. N/S, N/P. 
$400 + util. 653-0005.
X-LARGE HEATED space suit-
able for craftsman or working 
studio with office and shared 
bathroom. 537-5613.
ROOM FOR rent: $325, all in-
clusive in a big funky house, 10 
minute walk from Ganges. ADSL. 
Woman preferred. For more info 
call Michel, 538-0205.
SHARE HOUSE: 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 
with one other person in Ganges. 
W/D, high speed internet, all util. 
incl. $425. 537-2579.

 530 SHARED ACCOMMODATION
ROOMMATE WANTED for 2 bed-
room Maliview duplex. 5 appli-
ances, clean, all inclusive, $400. 
537-4083.

 535 SITUATIONS WANTED
EXPERIENCED HOUSESITTER 
available: conscientious care for 
houseplants and pets. Excellent 
references. 604-831-6760.

 540 WANTED/RENTALS
EMPLOYED PROFESSIONAL 
couple with 1 child and 2 cats 
seek 2+ bedroom home near 
Ganges for long term rental. Ex-
cellent references available. Call 
537-2905. 
SINGLE PARENT seeking ac-
commodation close to town. N/S, 
N/P. Max. rent $850. Phone 537-
4927.
OG. GARDENER/farmer needs 
home for two. Open to possi-
bilities: sharing land, caretaker, 
helping on farm, affordable rent. 
Excellent references. 653-2032.
ARTIST WITH pony looking for 
affordable one bdrm, private, 
bright, quiet, peaceful place to 
rent with room for storage start-
ing May. Long term. 537-4149.

Accommodation
615 HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

RENT AN Islander’s 1 BR condo 
in the Ptarmigan Ridge complex 
at Mount Washington. Drive in, 
ski out, sleeps 4. Call Pam at 
Peak Accommodations, 866-826-
7325, or e-mail info@peakaccom.
com, and ask for Unit 210. 
ALL INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS... 
Cheapest airfares and package 
prices in Canada. Discounted 
cruises, hotels, cars. Book online 
now and save. www.canadatrav-
els.com or call toll-free 1-800-
563-5722.
TIMESHARE RESALES—Rii® 
Stroman. Since 1979. Buy-sell-
rent-exchange. Worldwide selec-
tion. Call now! 1-800-201-0864.
GULF ISLANDS GETAWAY. 
Rooms and cabins at beautiful 
west coast waterfront retreat. 
Private, exclusive, and tranquil. 
Daily and weekly rates with most 
rooms starting at $100 per night 
(double occupancy). Family ac-
commodation/rates available. 
Convenient ferry access. Call 
Clam Bay Farm, 1-250-629-6313. 
www.clambay.com. 

 690 WEBSITES
ACCOMMODATION INFORMA-
TION for the Gulf Islands is a 
mouse-click away. www.gulfis-
lands.net

 
Transportation
805 AUTOMOTIVE, REPAIRS

822 CAMPERS & TRAILERS
IMPORT CAMPER. 1977 Pa-
poose, 7.6 ft, fridge, stove, fur-
nace, new RV battery, sleeps 
4, no leaks, in good condition. 
Fits mid-sized truck incl Dakota. 
$1600 OBO. Call 538-0052.

823 CARGO TRAILERS

 825 CARS, SALES
1988 MERCEDES 300 SE. 
Beautiful car, all extras. $8700 
obo. 537-4608.
“STRAVINSKI” 1991 Oldsmobile 
Cutlas Calais. New brakes and 
muffler. $800 obo, as is. Please 
call: 537-2450.
1979 VOLVO STATION wagon, 
244DL, 4 speed with overdrive, 
runs great, $1000. 653-9663.
BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? 
Bankruptcy? No problem. You 
work—you drive. Apply online 
www.dreamcatcher-loans.com or 
call toll-free 1-800-648-8418.

 845 RV SALES
35’ COZY SELF-CONTAINED 
RV trailer, includes accessories. 
Asking $11,900 obo. 538-0006.
1994 JAYCO 20 FT., air cond., 
microwave, stereo, loaded with 
extras. New tanks & batteries. 
One owner. Ex. cond., $10,900. 
Phone 537-5395.
35’ 5TH WHEEL, 1981 PROWL-
ER, $5500. 250-245-9181.
OVER 200 NEW & used mo-
torhomes, diesel pushers, 5th 
wheels, trailers, vans, campers. 
Total RV Centre. Special RV fi-
nancing. Since 1984. Voyager RV 
- Hwy 97, Winfield, BC. 1-800-
668-1447. www.voyagerRV.ca

 850 TIRES
www.discounttires-autorepairs.
com. Guaranteed tires from $10. 
2920 Jacklin (Langford). 1-888-
383-1050.

 855 TRUCKS/4X4S
1991 ISUZU extended cap pick 
up, black. Very good mechani-
cally, with canopy, $1,900. 537-
0716.
1984 CHEV 3/4 Ton, 4X4,. 6.2 
diesel, new starter, rad., injection 
pump, springs. Too many parts to 
list. Over $10,000 invested. $3200 
obo. 1984 F100, 2WD, many new 
parts, $1000 firm. Both very reli-
able work trucks. Call 653-4970, 
ask for Nate.
1989 FORD PICKUP truck. Runs 
well. Lined box with locked tool 
box. Black. $2800 obo. Phone 
Ray, 537-5795.
1980 TOYOTA 4X4, 5 speed with 
canopy. New black paint and 
battery. Runs great, $2000. 653-
9663.
1987 ISUZU TROOPER. New 
shocks & winter tires. Runs well. 
High miles but great condition. 
Serious buyers only. $3000 obo. 
537-2706.

 856 BUSES, VANS
1992 MAZDA MPV 7 pass, 
180,000 kms., V6, F.W.D., P.W. 
tint, 2 extra Blizzak snows, $5000 
obo. 537-4190 after 6 p.m.
DOWNSIZING! 1989 PLYM-
OUTH Voyageur van, V6, PB/PS, 
automatic, front-wheel drive, 7 
seatbelts, body good, CD player, 
runs well, some quirks, $1200. 
653-2020 after 7 pm.
1990 NISSAN Axxess. 158,000 
km, auto, 4-cylinder, sunroof, 
power windows, overhauled 
transmission. Must sell. $3495. 
Call 537-9773.
1993 PLYMOUTH VOYAGER, 
200,000 km, new tires, very reli-
able, $3500. 537-9825.
1992 VOLKSWAGEN EURO-
VAN, 7 passenger, 180,000 km., 
well maintained, rust free, $4900 
obo. 537-1905.
1989 VW WESTFALIA, fully cam-
perized, 145,000 km. original, 
great shape, sadly outgrown, 
$15,300 obo. 537-9966.
1989 PLYMOUTH GRAND Voy-
ager SE, 7 passenger, V6, 4 sp.  
auto., PS/PB, cruise control,  no 
rust, runs great, extremely reli-
able. $1450. 537-9612.
1991 VW VANAGON, camper-
ized, white,  4 cyl. auto, 247,000 
km, well maintained, $15,000. 
537-4244. 
1995 MERCURY VILLAGER 
LS, PW, PL, dual air/heat, CD, 
remote, hitch, roof rack, 179,000 
km, mint, $6500. 653-9694.

 900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
DANGER TREE removal, storm 
& winter damage & cleanup, 
windfalls, falling, bucking, fire-
wood production. Ph. 537-9531. 
Konig & Son Firewood.
ACCELERATED DIAL-UP makes 
web surfing and e-mail down-
loads up to 5 times faster! Pack-
ages from $14.95/mo. ADSL from 
$29.95/mo. Local, dependable 
internet. Call Barb at 538-0052, 
www.saltspringinternet.com.
SUMMERSIDE (FORMERLY 
Atkins Common) Adult pool 
memberships available to public. 
Single/couple $100/$175. Pay-
able in advance with 3 month 
minimum. Call Royal Property 
Mgt 537-5577.
GARBAGE GURU & Strong 
Woman Hauling Father & Daugh-
ter team. Brush special $125/
truckload. Total  cleanup, demoli-
tion & hauling. Vanessa or David 
537-1984.
SHAKES N SHINGLES.  #1's, 
#2's, & #3's.  18" & 24".  Tapers, 
resawns, barns & Sidewall Per-
fections.  $85 to $225 a square,  
tax  included.  CSA APPROVED. 
Warranteed.  Phone 653-4458. 
WOOD WINDOWS, doors, used 
shiplap, 1x2. Reasonable prices. 
537-1525 evenings .
LOCAL FAMILY (12 yrs) with cat 
& dog looking to rent 3 bedroom 
house for April 1. Long term. Un-
der $900 if possible. Please call 
Barb (Island Savings) 537-4204.
OAK ENTERTAINMENT centre. 
2 smoke glass doors, 2 sliding 
shelves, 1 drawer.  Like new, 
$275. Toshiba bookcase 5 piece 
stereo unit with 2 satellite speak-
ers, $125. 537-2969.
RESPONSIBLE HOUSESITTER 
available March. Excellent animal 
care, garden maintenance, etc. 
Many island references. Maureen 
537-1858.
GULF ISLANDS Optical. 50% re-
fund on the cost of your eye test 
when you purchase a full set of 
frames and lenses. Lancer Bldg. 
537-2648.
TRAMPOLINE: MOVING must sell, 
great buy at $125. Call 653-2374.
G.E. WASHER & dryer set, 10 
years old, just refurbished, $300. 
537-9383.
PAINTERS’ GUILD CONTEST! 
Solve the puzzle on page 2. Win 
a Rob Holmes watercolour. Show 
and Sale  ArtSpring March 21 to 
April 3.
CAROLE MATTHEWS/Psychic 
Medium invites you to check out 
her Website and Radio show...
email readings available! www.
carolematthewsintuitive.com
NEW BABY? Call Welcome Wag-
on today for your Baby Welcome 
Basket filled with info. & gifts from 
our sponsors. 537-8464.
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Island Explorer
Property Management Ltd.
& Real Estate Services

537-4722 ~ 1-800-800-9492

Island Explorer is a fully licensed,  
bonded management company 
under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

•  2 bdrm, clean, easy-care, cottage. 
W/D, wood stove and 2 bath. 
Covered deck, St. Mary's Lk. view. 
Low-bank waterfront. Long-term, 
Avail. Mar. 1 $1000/mo

•  2 level, 1bdrm, private cusheon 
Lk. view. No W/D but connections 
in place. Avail. Now, long-term, 
$750/mo

•  Lovely executive log home, 
Channel Ridge, partially furnished, 
3 bdrm, 4 bath, home gym. Great 
ambience, Sansum Narrows views. 
Long-term, avail. Apr. 1. $3000/mo
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CLASSIFIED HOTLINE
537-9933
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 900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
DISILLUSIONED WITH the Liberals? Un-
certain about the NDP? Ken Rouleau and 
the Green Party is your alternative. See 
why: www.greenpartysgi.ca. For more in-
formation call 653-4630.
FOR SALE: electric scooter, less than 
one year old. Four wheels for stability and 
comfort. $2500 obo. 537-9321.
WANTED BY students at the shop at the 
high school: arc welder, roto tiller, and 
Briggs motor. 537-9944.
COMPUTER, $550. WHITEWATER 
kayak, $400. Harvest table, 4 x 6, $275. 
Weight bench & weights, $150. Footbath 
massager, $60. Gazelle jogger, $500. 
653-9312.
CURIOUS? SALTSPRING’S Writing 
School, the North American School of 
Outdoor Writing? Receive the free, twice-
monthly, e-mailed newsletter. Contact 
rbrunt@saltspring.com or call 537-4713. 
www.linksnorth.com/outdoorwriting.
RECYCLING MADE EASY. $10 per 
month, unlimited quantities taken. Card-
board, mix-paper, plastic, tin & glass. Free 
recycling containers. Delivery to SSI de-
pot. Call Damen 537-4884.
WHY FLOAT when you can fly? Check out 
Saint’s wings. Vancouver - Salt Spring, 3 
times daily. Salt Spring Air. 877-537-9880. 
Book online at www.saltspringair.com
WANTED: Bantam hen with maternal in-
stincts. 537-5248.  
ROD & GUN Club A.G.M. 8 pm Wednes-
day, February 23. 221 Long Harbour.
30% OFF all services over $25, except 45 
minute massage & gift certificates. Book 
before Mar. 10. Skin Sensations, Grace 
Pt. Sq. 537-8807.
NEWRAB PRODUCTIONS presents 
“Gotta Sing! Gotta Dance!”, a musical 
theatre Spring Break intensive, for youths 
ages 7+. Mar. 21-24. $175 incl. a ticket to 
Jacques Brel at ArtSpring. More info. call 
537-5289 or 538-0116.
WANTED: A SECONDHAND guitar. 
537-2434.

 900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
WISH YOU could travel the world? Book 
your seat now on a Midwinter Escape with 
the Salt Spring Concert Band.  Adventure, 
mystery, and romance lift off at 8 pm on 
Friday, March 11 from the ArtSpring The-
atre. One night only!
YOGA. NEW discounted sessions. 8 
weeks/ $75 pre-registered. Tues. 7:30 
- 8:30 am. Weds. 6:30 - 7:45 pm. March 
15 - May 4. Phone Ganges Yoga Studio 
537-2444.
YOGA BEGINNERS, 8 weeks, $75 pre-
registered. Wednesdays 5:15 - 6:15 pm. 
March 9 - Apr 27. Phone Ganges Yoga 
Studio, 537-2444.
WANTED TO RENT on-island - Organic 
Greenhouse space to propogate grape-
vine grafts.  Call Tim @ 538-8501.    
FREE: LARGE quantity of used oak Parquet 
flooring. Also, 1 white toilet. 538-0046.
1 BDRM. LOFT, 1/2 hr. walk from Ganges, 
on shuttle route, N/S, N/P, queer friendly 
single only, avail. Mar. 1, $600, util. incl. 
538-1990.
WANTED: ROOM DIVIDERS for office use. 
Freestanding. Please call Eva 537-9933.
1991 BUICK REGAL LTD. Fully loaded, 
high km but runs great. In good shape. 
$1950 obo. 538-1618.
WANTED: SMALL house, about 1000 sq. ft. 
2 bds. plus a cottage & land for pets & pri-
vacy. Islanders w/refs. Call Anne 537-2909.
ACCOMMODATION FOR rent. Large 1 
bdrm apartment, $800. 1 bdrm cottage, 
$800. 3 bdrm house with B&B business 
opportunity, $1200. Near Ganges, Refer-
ences, N/S. 653-9898.
STAMPING & EMBOSSING on fabric, 
hand appliqué with Asian print. Classes at 
Stitches Quilt Shop. 537-8985.
PINE BENCH, $65. Antique wash stand, 
$280. Antique pedestal table, $275. 1940’s 
lamp, $55. Round metal table, new, $75. 
Deluxe Panasonic vacuum, $130. Round 
Wicker table, $75. 537-1804.
TUPPERWARE: CALL today for your Free 
Tupperware catalogue. Tina 537-9912.
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 900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
BEAUTIFUL 3 PIECE contemporary sec-
tional sofa. Value $2500+, asking $750 
obo. 537-8481.
MISSING INFORMATION? If you didn’t 
receive ArtSpring’s newsletter this month, 
you can find it at www.artspring.ca/news-
letters.htm. Check out the website for 
exciting new features and enter the mini 
quiz for a chance to win free tickets to 
hear the Salt Spring Concert. If you don’t 
have internet service, drop by ArtSpring 
to pick up your copy of the newsletter.
LOOKING FOR: Electric blankets. I’ll 
even give you money for them! Call Da-
men. 537-4884.

AT THE LOCAL, Friday, Feb. 25. Salt Spring 
Island Girl Showcase. An SPCA benefit at 
The Local. Come enjoy the music of some 
of the Island’s finest songstresses: Rebecca 
Nygard, Sharon Bailey, Julia Beattie, Steph-
anie Rhodes and More.
SSI COOPERATIVE Preschool is now en-
rolling for Sept. 2005. If your child will be 3 or 
4 this year and you are looking for a stimu-
lating program in a nurturing environment, 
please call Suzanne at 537-2246.
“TASTINGS” @ ADMIRALS Specialty 
Foods. Steve Martin’s soups (formerly 
Alfresco’s) Sat. Feb 26. 537-5088.
DID YOU know that your hands age the 
quickest? Do you spend a lot of time out-
side or wash your hands a lot. In just three 
simple steps you can have rejuvenated, 
satin smooth hands with the Satin Hands 
Kit by Mary Kay. Please call Everlasting 
Summer for a free sample. 653-9418.

CLASSIFIED 
HOTLINE

537-9933

This Week’s
 Horoscope 

by Michael O’Connor

In 1977 a new planetoid was discov-
ered orbiting between Saturn and 
Uranus. Many Astronomers did con-
sider it to be a comet and many still do, 
yet others recognize certain unique, 
maverick qualities of this celestial 
orb that puts it is a league of its own. 
This planetoid or tiny planet is called 
Chiron. In Greek mythology, Chiron 
was a centaur, a very evolved and 
bright centaur, and a great teacher 
and healer of heroes. Chief among 
them was Hercules. Unfortunately, one 
day while Hercules carelessly shot a 
poison tipped arrow into the foot of Chi-
ron. The wound was severe and from 
that day on Chiron became known as 
the wounded healer. There are many 
more parts to the story; however, since 
Chiron was sighted humanity turned its 
attention toward understanding health 
and healing in a whole new holistic 
way. Last week, Chiron entered the 
tropical sign of Aquarius, the sign of 
humanity (Feb. 21, 2005 – Apr. 19, 
2010). This transit suggests a great 
healing process. While there is much to 
say about this process, the healing rev-
olution will bring the whole of humanity 
to the realization that everything in the 
universe is ultimately a form of energy. 
Energetic healing and vibration medi-
cine are on the rise!
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
Taking time out to dream verses tak-
ing an assertive approach continues. 
Sometimes there are cross currents 
and winds that we simply must man-
age. Such challenges tend to include 
a fear factor which is about facing and 
entering the unknown. This is where 
the bold, courageous and deter-
mined pioneering characteristics of 
Aries come to the fore. Replacing the 
mundane, especially in relationships, 
with the exotic and/or erotic is the 
fantasy in your mind.
Taurus (Apr 21 – May 20)
Adding new spice to your life is playing 
on your imagination now. This may 
well include new friendships and asso-
ciations with interest groups and/or 
joining clubs. Dreams and visions of 
future needs and other possibilities are 
motivating your search. Finding your 
place in the world is as much about 
inspiration as it is about destiny and 
vice versa. Opening up to new people 
and modes of perception is the sign 
that you are on track. Free your mind!
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 20)
The need for social acknowledgement 
is strong now. This may include profes-
sional and/or artistic arenas. Appreci-
ating unique modes of expression is 
keeping the flow interesting. Change 
and adventure into the unknown is 
more a source of inspiration than fear. 
Yet, some apprehension lingers as 
the winds are blowing unpredictably. 
Place your confidence in the divine 
power and reality of change. Resis-
tance is futile so fly baby!
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 21)
Celebrating the reaches of your 
higher mind finds you curious, awed 
and inspired. Hopefully, your soaring 
imagination isn’t losing altitude in 
worries about the future and other 
negative hallucinations. Like all 
things, imagination is a sword that 
can cut both ways. Asserting yourself 
should not be aggressive if you are in 
balance and flow. Listen to your body 
this week and work within a healthy 
capacity. Intend to handle your busi-
ness and duty with grace.

Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 22)
Transformations of mind and soul 
are ushering you through a liberating 
process. If the process is an ordeal 
and involves pain, consider letting 
go more fully into the process. This 
is a time of surrender to the greater 
flow for you. Whether waves are car-
rying you to great heights or you are 
tumbling in the surf break, surrender 
to assist the process. There is little 
need for ego will just now. This is an 
awakening to inner authority. Feel the 
power of rebirth!

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 21)
Relationship shifts and changes are 
keeping you guessing. Freedom 

urges are linked to creative expres-
sion and time management. Creating 
harmony on relationship fronts is a 
top priority. Balancing your time and 
energy with others requires clear 
communication; with Mercury in 
Pisces, double check agreements! 
Assert your position and truth as 
quietly and confidently as you can. 
Whatever is happening, this is a time 
of healing and breakthrough for you!

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 21)
Establishing a healthy flow requires 
some deliberate efforts. This is a 
good time to be learning and/or exer-
cising skills and techniques. Renova-
tions of one kind or another are nec-
essary. This may imply your attitude 
and approach as well as household 
projects. Establishing a more secure 
and independent identity while main-
taining harmony in relationships is 
one of your most important tasks. Let 
creative inspiration lead the way!

Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
So, who are you now? We do 
change and sometimes it catches 
us unaware. Ideally you recognize 
the burst of creative inspiration that 
comes with having an open mind 
about the possibilities for self-expres-
sion. Perhaps new methods beckon, 
or relationships or places to live in the 
world, or careers, or ways to be of 
simple service that feeds your soul. 
Making positive choices that lead by 
example is the way of winners. Let 
your love bloom.

Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 20)
Changes continue to bubble on the 
home front. These may be literal 
and will also include shifts of aware-
ness, self-concept and belief. Family 
activities inspire and perhaps require 
unconditional love. Showing the 
world what you are made of includes 
a shedding of skins of one kind or 
another. Do not let ambition create 
undo stress. Be patient with the pro-
cess. The time has come to take a 
much clearer look at who you are 
and the quality of your expression.

Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
What’s in and who are you into? Your 
mood is curious and flirtatious. An 
open hearted approach combined 
with assertion will prove stimulating 
to others but watch that you do not 
come on too strong. You are still cau-
tious with commitments yet impatient 
for results leaving you in a push and 
pull rhythm. Restrictions from oth-
ers may be the source of irritation. 
Awaken to the oneness of life and 
melt your mind into your heart. Enjoy 
the lemon…ade!

Aquarius (Jan 20- Feb 19)
A new quality of expression is awak-
ening in you. The time has come to 
take more deliberate action. Find-
ing the will and courage to actualize 
your intentions, however, may take 
a little time. If you are doing inner 
work or work behind the scenes in 
preparation then you are in tune. This 
is a good time to plan and visualize. 
You will be much more deliberate 
and assertive with the waxing of the 
next Moon cycle. Aim for comfortable 
productivity.

Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
Love and liberty are beautiful words 
together and you can feel both. This 
is a time when dreams can come true. 
The energy and action required to act 
on these ideals, however, could be 
revolutionary and perhaps even harsh. 
Asserting yourself according to inner 
authority and beyond fears is a pre-
requisite for success. At deeper levels, 
you are healing imbalances between 
you left and right brain and your con-
scious and subconscious. Exercise 
patient deliberate assertiveness.

Michael O’Connor, Sunstar Astrology
Sessions by Phone or in Person
(250)352-2936 
www.sunstarastrology.com
*Gift Certificates * STAR Reports*
*Affirmation * Inspiration * 
* Vision * Strategy *
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