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Weather 
Rain forecast for today 
(Wednesday) should 
return to sun by the 
weekend. Highs to 
13 C Thursday and 
Friday; overnight lows 
to 0 (Thursday). 

School 
funding 
claims 
nixed 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

A huge budget deficit aired 
at a Gulflslands School Dis­
trict public meeting may 
shrink after closer examina­
tion of education ministry 
2005/06 operating grant fig­
ures detailed Tuesday. 

School district secretary­
treasurer Rod Scotvo·ld 
painted a grim picture of 
more shortfalls, staff layoffs 
and reduced services when 
he outlined the preliminary 
budget for next year during 
a public meeting on March 
9. 

"We have to look at it as 
a worst-case scenario," said 
Scotvold. 

He forecast a $705,000 
shortfall for next year as part 
of a rationale to maintain a 
four-day calendar as a cost­
saving measure. 

"Picking that number as a 
reduction in funding is not 
done casually," Scotvold 
said. 

Islanders seem to forget 
that the district adopted a 
calendar change to preserve 
programs, schools and class 
sizes in the face of declining 
enrolment and underfund­
ing, noted Salt Spring trustee 
Judith Boel. 

"What would you rather 
have us do, cut 20 per cent 
of teachers from the high 
school?" Boel asked. 

Under a five-day calendar, 
the district would face a fur­
ther shortfall of $370,000 as 
a result of increased costs 
for staffing, transportation . 
and services on more school 
days, Scotvold said. 

"It would cost us an addi­
tional 4.625 FTE (full-time 
equivalent) of teachers to 
pay for a five-day week." 

But the Ministry ofEduca­
tionannounceda$14,061,689 
estimated operating grant 
for School District 64 in 
2005/2006 that indicates 
a net gain of $12,000 after 
various funding adjustments 
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SCHOOL OF FISH: Makayla Kilback adds some creative colour to one of the fish swimming along the fence 
at Salt Spring Elementary School. The Rainbow Road school plans to attach 150 painted fish to its fence as 
part of a Setimon enhancement awareness project. Further information can be obtained at the website www. 
Streamofdreams.org. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Island pays extra for VIZ 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 

Islands Trust Council 
made history Friday when 
it approved a separate Salt 
Spring Island property tax 
levy to pay for the highly 
anticipated Community VIZ 
land-use planning program. 

"We have turned a page 
in the history of the Islands 
Trust," said Trust chair David 
Essig after council members 
voted unanimously in favour 
of the levy at the Trust's 
quarterly meeting held on 
Pender Island last week. 

The decision means prop­
erty owners on Salt Spring 
Island will pay up to an 
additional40 cents on every 
$1 00,000 of their property's 
assessed value for a pro­
gram Trust Council would 
not add to its $4.3-million 
budget at the request of Salt 

Spring's trustees. 
Kimberly Lineger and 

Eric Booth won the right 
to impose the levy after an 
11th-hour request to use 
money from the Trust's con­
tingency fund was rejected. 

Although the need to sup­
port the Community VIZ 
program was widely encour­
aged, many trustees felt the 
process by which Salt Spring 
obtained the funds was prob­
lematic. 

"This is a difficult one for 
all of us. I believe there are 
ways to avoid this from get­
ting political," said council 
vice chair Tony Law. "I sup­
port the objective but have 
doubts concerning the pro­
cess." 

Many felt that the spirit 
of the Islands Trust would 
have been better honoured 
if Booth and Lineger looked 

for the additional funds in 
the budget's overall program 
expenses. 

"We didn't know about 
this until now and people 
shouldn't be surprised," 
said Gabriola trustee Gisele 
Rudischer. "There were 
opportunities to bring it up 
during the committee meet­
ings but [Lineger and Booth] 
didn't ask in time." 

Lineger stressed that pub­
lic opinion was behind the 
levy and that Salt Spring was 
within its rights to tax itself 
on a program from which it 
stood to benefit. 

"We didn't feel like we 
needed to consult. We've 
looked at the levy and we 
felt comfortable with that 
move," said Lineger. "We 
see this as a very valuable 
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Mouat 
dies 

Funeral services for 
long-time islander Ivan 
Mouat are set for Friday, 
March 18, following his 
death from cancer on 
March 11. 

Mouat, 84, was born and 
raised on Salt Spring and 
returned to live on the island 
after retiring from a career 
as a teacher, principal and 
schools superintendent in 
various parts of Canada. 
Mouat, a World War II 
fighter pilot, was known 
for his volunteer work with 
the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 92, the Lady Minto 
Hospital board, Salt Spring 
Historical Society and as a 
school board chair. 

The funeral is at the 
Legion at 12:30 p.m. 

• No payments for 6 months • 30 day money back guarantee 
• No money down • 0°/o interest for one year 

Car and Truck Sales 2224 Douglas St., Victoria 1·866-955-5353 
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Come to ~all ~pring 
Painter'~ (iuild ~how and 

~ale at Arl~pring 
March 21 toApril3 

- Winner of Rob Holmes watercolour painting 
- A chance to win more artwork- see article on page B3. 
- Examples of artwork at: http://www.ssipaintersguild.com 

Photography 
www.johncameron.ca 

HOME FOR SALE 
SALT SPRING ISLAND 

• 3 Bedroom, 2 bathroom, 
2levelhome 

• Walk to beautiful white shell 
sandy, Beddis beach 

• Private, fully fenced 0.79 Acre lot 
• Carport with storage and large paved area 
• Incredible rock gardens and greenhouse 
• Studio with sleeping loft 
• Peekaboo views of ocean 
• Lots of sunshine 
~ .Covered veranda around home 
• Unique design in cedar and pine $435,000 

CALL (250) 537-8977 FOR APPOINTMENT 
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Versamow 

4 in 1 System 
Versamow offers a complete 4-in-1 mowing system. 
Simply adjusting Versamow's Clip Director allows 
you to select from a variety of bagging and 
mulching operations. Available configurations 
include: 

• Mulch 100 percent of clipping 
• Bag 100 percent of clipppings 
• Rear discharge 
• Simultaneously mulch and 

bag or rear discharge. 
• 6.5 hp overhead cam 

AVAILABLE IN 
HYDROSTATIC OR 3 SPD. 

AT FULFORD HARBOUR 
Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 

sponsored by Harbours Eod Marine & Equipment Ltd. 

MAR16 0300 8.9 
0735 9.8 
1535 3.0 

20 0320 10.5 
1925 3.3 

17 

18 

19 

0030 10.2 
0455 9.2 
0735 9.5 
1625 3.0 

0145 10.2 
1725 3:3 

023510.5 
1830 3.3 

21 

22 

0350 10.5 
1000 8.2 
1240 8.2 
2015 3.3 

041510.2 
1010 7.5 
1400 8.5 
2100 3.6 

NEWS BEAT 

NOT SO SILENT AUCTION: From left, Emily Brestat, 
Alyssa Pringle and Ernie Wood staff a silent auction 
display at Island Savings Credit Union. The auction 
aimed to raise funds for the Salt Spring Transition 
House. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Bowen Queen on today 
Travellers between Swartz Bay and Fulford Harbour will 

be riding the Bowen Queen today (Wednesday). 
The Skeena Queen is out of service for one day only for a 

planned right angle drive exchange. 
Because the Bowen Queen is smaller than the Skeena 

Queen, some overloads can be expected and customers 
should plan on arriving at the terminal earlier than usual. 

All sailings remain as scheduled. 
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tool to jU1,Ilp the queue. We 
want Community VIZ now 
and this is what the special 
levy is for. It is not a political 
debate." 

The additional funds for 
the program are needed 
because Salt Spring's higher 
population and larger area 
mean more mapping data 
must be entered into the 
Community VIZ database. 

According to trustee Eric 
Booth, the program stands 
to change the way planners, 
conservationists and anyone 
else dealing with land use 
view the island. 

"It's a planning tool that 
allows us to create a 3-D 
model to show virtually 
everything in terms of data," 
said Booth. "People will 
have a better idea of where 
they live." 

The software will supply 
planners with maps show­
ing lot lines, zoning use, 
environmental information, 
topographical features and 
property assessments. 

By combing the data in 
various ways, individuals 
using the software will be 
able to view the consequenc­
es of basic planning choices 

Core GMng services 
for seniors 

• In Home 5e1Vlce 
• ExercisejMealsfTransportdtloo 
• Companioning 
• Excellent ~nces 

Coll537-5662 
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4-day notice given, 
calendar vote axed 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 
' Citing claims of declining 
enrolment and reduced fund­
ing, school trustees moved 
a step further to a four-day 
week for next year, tossed an 
outdated parental-approval 
bylaw and planned a con­
sultation makeover during a 
spring-cleaning public meet­
ing at Salt Spring Island 
Middle School on March 9. 

School Calendar Approv­
al Procedures Bylaw 7 was 
deleted with a unanimous 
vote by school trustees , 
despite protests from par­
ents. 

"It's simply superceded 
by current legislation. It 's 
housekeeping," said Gulf 
Islands School District board 
chair May McKenzie. 

Created in 1994, Bylaw 7 
required the board to seek 
parental approval before 
adopting calendar changes 
while a 2002 School Act 
revision calls only for com­
munity consultation. 

"We want to continue to 
collect data," said Galiano 
trustee Bonnie MacGillivray. 
"A vote is not data." 

Immediately following 
discussion on the parent 
calendar approval bylaw, 
trustees proposed a notice of 
motion to adopt a four-day 
calendar again next year. 

Trustees said another 
questionnaire on the four-

in areas such as preserva­
tion, social policy and devel­
opment. 

"Where Community 
VIZ gets applied is crucial 
because we are at a commu­
nity housing crisis on Salt 
Spring," said Booth. 

"The initial application for 
the benefit of the community 
is to lay out the problems 
today, see what it will look 
like today and determine 
what steps can be taken to 
fix the problem. It's a very 
very valuable tool." 

He said the public will 
eventually be able to access 

day school week would be 
sent to parents before the 
end of the school year. 

The board invited par­
ents, staff and community 
members to mail or e-mail 
submissions, notify partner 
representatives, attend con­
sultation meetings set for all 
Gulf Islands or address the 
trustees' public meeting in 
April when they will vote on 
the four-day week. 

But some islanders were 
still unclear about the pur­
pose of proposed question­
naires, feedback opportuni­
ties and community meet­
ings. 

"The consultation process 
doesn't have the same kind 
of muscle as a vote," said 
Elissa Poole. 

"Why consult when it's 
already a done deal?'' asked 
Peter Haase. 

Salt Spring trustee Mike 
Krayenhoff noted that while 
on the one hand the board 
is legally required to consult 
with the public, they might 
also be agreeable to change. 

"1, for one, am willing to 
shift," she said. 

Trustees and administra­
tors will hold public meetings 
at schools on Mayne (5:30 
p.m. April 4), Saturna (8:30 
a.m. April 5), Galiano (4:30 
p.m. AprilS), Pender (6 p.m. 
April 6) and Salt Spring (7 
p.m. April 7 at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School). 

the community VIZ pro­
gram over the Internet 
and stressed that the true 
benefits of the technology 
would be noticed at public 
meetings where communi­
ty planners could run sce­
narios informing partici­
pants about where they live 
and how decisions made 
today will affect the island 
in years to come. 

Booth said a vote for the 
levy was a move favouring 
"the spirit of the council, the 
spirit of the federation and 
the spirit of an individual 
island to plan for its future." 

Add Some C lou 
8RI&HfEN YOUR WORLD! 
25%ott 

Interior Latex 
Until March 91 

• Speed Hide 
• Pure Performance 
• Kitchen, Bath & Trim 
• Manor Hall 

S LEG G Lu M BE R Mon.-Fri. 7am-Spm, Sat. 8:30-5:30 
804 Fulford Ganges Road 

www.slegglumber.com 537-4978 
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FIGHTING FIRE: What began as a routine chimney fire on the morning of 
Wednesday, March 9 turned into a full-fledged structure fire that forced fire­
fighters to spend much of. the day dismantling the chimney of an older home on 
Scott Point Drive. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

SC800L FUNDING 
From Page A1 

(based on 2004/2005 enrol­
ment). 

"Districts can use the fund­
ing for whatever programs 
or services they require that 
improve student achieve­
ment," said ministry spokes­
person Corrina Fillion. 

The ministry claims 
the district will receive an 
increase of $345 per student 
next year to address any 
educational needs, which 
the district has estimated as 
totalling $449,250. 

But during the March 
9 meeting, trustees and 
administrators announced 
that $400,000 of that local 
money would be targeted to 
libraries, music and special 
education. 

"We won't get specific 
instructions about how it will 
be targeted until we receive 
budget instructions later this 
month," Scotvold said. 

Additional funding would 
be used to bring those partic­
ular areas back to pre-2002 
service levels, said board 
chair May McKenzie. 

"We anticipate it would 
be based on losses from the 
past." 

And targeted funds would 
not free up other money to 
address shortfall problems, 
she said. 

Fillion disagreed. 
"No, the funding is not 

being targeted," she said. 
"The minister is hoping dis­
tricts will address those con­
cerns." 

Districts will simply be 
asked to submit a plan detail­
ing how they plan to allocate 

funding, she said. 
On Tuesday McKenzie 

said Fillion's funding infor­
mation was all news to her 
and the district had no writ­
ten direction about target­
ing. 
· "This was just the wording 
we used to put this prelimi­
nary stuff out," McKenzie 
said. "The words we used, 
'Less targeted expenditures' 
were simply precautionary 
until we heard for sure." 

Scotvold also said Tuesday 
that ministry officials previ­
ously told him that "target­
ing" was too strong a word. 

If the new funds are not 
targeted, a $705,000 short­
fall might be whittled to 
$255,000 and the district 
holds a· surplus of over 
$200,000 from implement­
ing the four-day week last 
year, he agreed. 

On the black side of the 
budget, the district is still 
holding $123,186 as a 
contingency fund from 
a 2003/2004 surplus and 
Scotvold projects a sur­
plus of at least $56,500 for 
2004/2005. 

Another ministry holdback 
grant could provide $62,500 
to $125,000 in 2005/2006 
once final enrolment is cal­
culated in September. 

During the public meet­
ing, Scotvold said the dis­
trict forecasts 67 fewer stu­
dents arriving in September 
since schools received only 
75 kindergarten registrations 
and they will1ose 142 Grade 
12 graduates this year. 

"Those numbers are not 

negotiable. They are fact," 
Scotvold said. 

Reduced enrolment of 67 
students will cut local fund­
ing by $228,635. Fewer stu­
dents with "unique special 
needs" will also reduce fund­
ing by $132,025. And fund­
ing reductions for unique 
geographic factors will be 
cut a further $214,340, he 
said. 

"With the best informa­
tion we have available, we 
have a reduction in funding 
of $575,000." 

Additionally, the district 
expects increased man­
dated and unfunded expen­
ditures for staff benefits 
and salaries of $60,000, 
an increased water-taxi 
contract of $30,000, extra 
costs for an electronic stu­
dent information system 
under a provincial initiative 
($30,000) and increased 
costs in supplies and ser­
vices ($10,000) for another 
$130,000 in total. 

The projected loss of fund­
ing and enrolment would also 
prompt $318,7 50 in teaching 
staff reductions (3.75 FTE) 
and $194,000 in cuts to spe­
cial education support, Scot­
void said. 

"A potential loss of stu­
dents is something we have 
to deal with," he said. 

If the district hired more 
staff than necessary for enrol­
ment, they would be bound 
by contracts that could force 
them into a deficit situation, 
he said. 

"It's conservative, but we 
have to do it." 

Caper~ " 
on the-

k ? roc s. 
·' 

Salt Spring's annual 
June nautical festival could 
be sunk again if someone 
doesn't throw it a life ring 
now. 

"Somebody has to step 
up to the plate," said Lions 
Club member Pat Spencer 
on Monday. 

When the Lions Club saved 
Sea Capers from oblivion in 
2002, it agreed to coordinate 
the day for three years and 
that time is now up. 

Recent advertisements 
thanking past volunteers 
and calling for new leaders 
have not yielded results, said 
Spencer, but planning for the 
June 11 day should begin 
soon. 

With an organizational 
template in place and lots 
of support offered from the 
Lions Club, many individu­
als and businesses, it's not a 
daunting task, noted Spanc­
er. 

"It takes three to five peo­
ple to get things coordinat­
ed," she said. 

Anyone wanting more 
information or to volunteer 
should call Spencer at 653-
4700. 

NATURAL GOODNESS 
«D 

/ I EMbE BAkERY 
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March 16-22 
This week at Embe we are 
featuring our delectable 
smoked salmon & cream 

cheese croissants, our 
crispy sour rye bread and 

our ;abulous chipit squares. 
Smoked Salmon 
& Cream Cheese 
Croissant 
Reg.$1.95 •••..• Now $1.60ea 
Sour Rye Loaf 
Reg. $2.40 loaf ... Now $1.90Joaf 
Chipit Square 
Reg. $1.35 ............ Now $1.00 

You can reach us 24 hrs/day at 

537~5611 
or drop by at the foot of the hill. 

New Hours: 
Open Monday -Saturday: 

4:30am 'ti/5:30 pm 
Sundays: 6:30am~ 4:30pm 

P.S. • Lots of chocolate Easter Bunnies 

RICHMOND 
Fly with the profes'sionals to downtown Vancouver 
or Richmond, whichever is more convenient for you. 

Book, Board and Fly ... It's that simple! 
s74 S69 

ONE WA'V PtUS GH <.lNE WAY PLVS t;s.T 

250-537-5525 or 1-800-665-0212 
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DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30am /11:30 am* /4:30pm 

DEPARTS GANGES· 
AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am _/12:00 pm* I 5:00 pm 
• except Mootague Harbour and Miner's Bay 

J&lil-

Your name will be entered in a monthly draw 
for a return trip for one to Vancouver. 

(COME TO THE SS AIR OFFICE TO ENTER) 
161 LOWER GANGES RD. (Near Ganges Marina) 

Twice daily to 
Downtown Vancouver 

Departing Ganges 
7:40am, 3:30pm 
Departing Vancouver 
8:45am, 4:40pm 
And three times daily to 
Vancouver airport 

SALTSPRINGAlR 
book online: www.saltsringair.com or give us a call 537-9880 

lrT1l HARBOUR AIR 
~SEAPLANES 
YOUR SEAPLANE PROFESSIONALS 

www.harbour-air.com 
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Citizens' Assembly supports BC-STV 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 
First in a Series 

Members of the Citizens' 
Assembly met with more 
than a dozen Salt Spring res­
idents at Gulf Islands Sec­
ondary School last Tuesday 
in order to encourage the 
electorate to vote in favour 
of the Single Transferable 
Vote (BC-STV) on May 17. 

"The more we explain it, 
the more the project tends 
to snowball and get big­
ger," said Wendy Bergurud 
of the Citizens' Assembly. 
"The question we face now 
is: Will we get in touch with 
enough people?" 

In April of 2003, the pro­
vincial government convened 
the Citizens' Assembly by 
asking 160 randomly select­
ed members of the public to 
step forward to revitalize the 
democratic tradition. 

The members spent 11 
months touring the province 
collecting input from British 
Columbians on methods to 
improve the province 's elec­
toral system. 

Bergerud admitted creat­
ing the Citizens' Assembly 
"took some guts" on behalf 
of the Liberal Party since 
most panels, forums and 
delegations are made up of 
lawyers, judges and politi­
cians who often have hidden 
agendas. 

The current electoral pro­
cess, often referred to as 
the First Past the Post (FPP) 
system, has voters elect one 
official per riding. The win­
ning candidate must simply 
obtain more votes than the 
others on the slate. 

The system is praised for 
its simplicity, but detractors 
say the FPP system some­
times distorts the true politi­
cal diversity of individual 
ridings since candidates often 
get elected without receiving 
a majority of votes. 

Such was the case in the 
last provincial election when 
the Liberals' 58 per cent 
popular vote netted 77 of the 
available 79 seats. 

Despite the drawbacks 
of the current system, the 
KNOW STV movement 
recently launched its cam­
paign to inform voters that 
better options to the BC­
STV system exist. 

"We don't want to keep the 
First Past the Post System," 
said Citizens' Assembly 
and KNOW STY member 
Rick Dignard. "Our concern 
is if BC-STV were to get 
in, it wouldn't work and the 
people wouldn't want to try 
anything new." 

According to Dignard, 
there was a fundamental 
problem with the campaign 
to educate members of the 
Citizens' Assembly about 

Now Free Aerobics Classes 
' 

to All Annual Members! 

North Ena Fitness Health Club 
537-5217 
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the potential alternatives to 
the FPP system. 

"I like to hear the positive 
and the negative when mak­
ing a decision," he said. "I 
didn't hear a lot of negative 
and was forced to do my own 
studies." 

Although the BC-STV 
system has been used in 
Ireland and Malta, Dignard 
said the sheer size of British 
Columbia and the proposed 
new riding boundaries would 
mean that rural communities 
would end up losing repre­
sentation since ridings with 
higher populations would 
elect more representatives. 

BC-STV advocates admit 
the proposed system is more 
complicated but insist it will 
more accurately reflect the 
will of the people. 

Instead of electing one 
representative, an election 
under the new format would 
have voters select between 
two and seven candidates, 
depending on the population 
of their riding. 

Instead of marking the 
circle beside the candidate's 
name, voters would be asked 
to rank their preferred can­
didates. 

Candidates would be 
elected after reaching a quota 
determined by calculations 
involving the total number 
of voters and total number of 

candidates. 
Once a candidate achieves 

the quota, all additional votes 
for that candidate would be 
transferred to the voters' 
number two choice and so 
on until the required number 
of candidates is achieved. 

Voters who cast votes for 
candidates not meeting the 
quota would have their votes 
transferred up to the next 
candidate, depending on 
their alternate choices. 

Citizens' Assembly mem­
ber Cary Laing said although 
the system may be more 
accurate and representative 
of the population's views, 
people may be initially 
turned off by its complexity. 

"There are a lot of tech­
nical details," he said. "As 
long as you put your faith in 
the system it will pay off." 

Laing said the BC-STV 
system would require both 
politicians and the elector­
ate to change the very way 
they interact with the politi­
cal system. 

"The new system will 
place more emphasis on the 
individual candidates to get 
out there and convince elec­
tors to get involved," he said. 
"It will also require elec­
tors to get informed about 
the candidates and become 
involved with the political 
system." 

Pender School dumps 
early French proposal 

Despite enthusiastic vocal 
support, low enrolment 
quashed plans for an early 
French immersion (EFI) pro­
gram on the Pender Islands. 

"Everyone in the school 
community felt like it was a 
good idea," said Gulf Islands 

Mafalda Hoogerdyk 

Access Canada•s 
Top Insurance Firms 

• Life Insurance 
• Critical Illness 
• Long Term Care 
• Disability 
• Office Overhead 

537-1730 
mafalda@oceanswestinsurance.ca 

School District board chair 
May McKenzie. "But it's not 
the right time." 

Challenged to make the 
EFI program cost neutral 
by finding a minimum 19 
students (with kindergarten 
students counting as 0.5), 
only 10 students enrolled by 
a February 23 deadline, she 
said. 

"We'd like to do it, it just 
wasn't feasible," said Pender 
trustee Russ Searle. 

"There's no question about 
the advantage of an EFI pro­
gram but the school popula­
tion is not big enough," said 
director of instruction Terry 
Corcoran. 

Pender Islands school 
projects enrolment of99 stu­
dents next year, including 11 
kindergarten students. 

The EFI plan lost support 
once staff and parents real­
ized that in order to maintain 
staffing levels, the school 
would see split-grade classes 
with spans of three, four or 
five grades in each class as 
a result of an added EFI pro­
gram, Corcoran said. 

"There were some people 
who wanted French immer­
sion regardless and there 
were people who said, 'We 
have a community and we 
don't want to split it down 
the middle."' 

The district will investi­
gate ways to improve the 
existing French second-lan­
guage program on Pender, 
said Corcoran. 
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Islander banished 
from area in city 

Your local EJ• 
s ~16l~i ;~;f:~;p;A ,k c I e an e r: 

>JL L ISLANDS 

,e,tic An islander was banned 
from visiting a Vancouver 
neighbourhood after he 
pleaded guilty at Ganges 
Provincial Court on March 
8 to a six-year-old charge of 
drug dealing. . 

Don Paul Johannes was 
ordered to serve 12 months 
probation and 40 hours of 
community service as part of 
a suspended sentence after 
he pleaded gu_ilty to posses­
sion of marijuana for the 
purposes of trafficking. 

One probation condition 
stipulates that Johannes stay 
at least one block east or 
west of Commercial Drive 
between Broadway and 

Hastings Streets. 
Court heard that Johannes 

was arrested on March 18, 
1999 when police observed 
him making a hand-to-hand 
transaction at Grandview 
Park on Commercial Drive 
in Vancouver. 

Police found nine grams of 
marijuana and several small 
baggies when they searched 
Johannes. 

He has a previous record 
of marijuana possession 
from 1992. 

Johannes is also set to 
appear in Ganges Court for 
a charge 0ftrafficking a con­
trolled substance on April 
12. 

(7867) OR VISIT 
DSSEPTIC.COM 
HING • HYDRO-VAC SERVICE 

rm Back! 

Fire seats up for election 

QUILTING MARATHON: Eileen Botham is among 
the 113 volunteers of all ages that showed up for the 
community quilting bee held Saturday at Community 
Gospel Chapel. The quilts will be distributed to peo­
ple with life-threatening illnesses or injuries through 
the Island Comfort Quilts organization. 

Four people are vying 
for two available seats on 
the Salt Spring Island Fire 
Protection District board of 
trustees. 

Voting by qualified Salt 
Spring property owners 
takes place at the Ganges 
fire hall with an advance poll 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Meeting dissects CRD/Trust taxes 
Local government budgets 

are the subject of a special 
meeting set for Lions Hall 
on Friday, March 18. 

Both the proposed 2005 
Capital Regional District 
(CRD) budget and the Islands 
Trust budget, approved at last 
week's council meeting, will 
be discussed. Meeting time is 
3:30p.m. 

The proposed 2005 CRD 
budget for Salt Spring of 

/)!!_ 6 /)mit> 

The oni_LJ 
organic 

juice bar 
in town! 

about $3.1 million (exclud­
ing CRD water and sewer 
utilities) will be finalized at 
the March 23 meeting of the 
CRDboard. 

The CRD tax increase of 
about 12.7 per cent is largely 
attributable to the successful 
pool referendum in Novem­
ber 2004, said regional 
director Gary Holman. "The 
remainder of the CRD tax 
increase is due almost entire-

ly to property values that are 
rising faster on Salt Spring 
than the rest of the CRD, 
which increases Salt Spring 
Island's share of region-wide 
costs such as the hospital 
district and regional parks." 

Holman is also proposing 
small tax increases for the 
library, emergency services 
and the new arts service. 

The Islands Trust passed a 
$4,299,410 budget. 

Bookkeeping Services 
Recapture your creative energy and freedom 
to focus on your croft. Be confidenl that all the 
paperwork is done properly and on time. 

QuickBooks Setup, Training 
and Support 

Become self-sufficient and confident with your accounting 
system through personalized tutoring and ongoing support. 

David Waddington 537-0854 
Certified Intuit Advisor Specializing in Small Business 

r --~---Savings you can count on! 
, 

I 
I 

John Hindle Spring 
Oil Change 

Special 

$2 9.95 ~ost vehicles 

6466 Bell McKinnon, Duncan 

I 
I 
~ 

1·800·819-4331 • 1·250·748·3111 
~:=-:,_ - ~..::;s Ma.:_:o5 .J - ~;;C,n 

on Saturday, March 19 and a 
week later on March 26 from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Candidates are David Bar­
tle, Mary Catherine Gillies, 
Hans Hazenboom and Bruce 
Patterson. 

Nominations closed Fri­
day afternoon. 

a rvid@saftsp rfng. com 

537•5568 
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STATEMENT TO THE SCHOOL BOARD 

(1) The four day school week is educationally unproven and demonstrably 
unfair to those students from families with fewer resources and those who are 
already struggling and has caused serious socio-economic problems for 
families. KFAC calls on the board to immediately develop strategies that will 
enable them to reverse the four day week for September 2005. 

(2) That the Board respect the rights of parents to directly sanction 
significant calendar changes as enshrined in Bylaw 7. 

(3) That in the case of calendar changes, the burden of proof should lie with 
the Board that any policy change will not injure academic achievement or 
lead to decreased achievement. We demand a professional independent 
longitudinal study. The precautionary principle should apply. 

(4) We oppose the Trustee's decision to move towards the privatization of our 
public school system through the creation of the SD #64 Business Company. 
The trend towards two-tiered education, encouraged by the current Trustees, 
will increase inequities in the community. 

(5) We believe it is unethical for the School Trustee Chair and Secretary 
Treasurer to be sitting on a 3-person Board on the private for profit 
corporation in SD #64. 

(6) Should the Trustees continue to misrepresent the will of the community 
then the community will challenge their moral legitimacy to govern by 
voting in a new school board November 2005. 

Delivered to the Trustees of School District #64, 
MARCH 9, 2005, SALT SPRING ISLAND B.C. 

TH-E l(ffP fiVf AUVf COAliTiON is fighting to save public education in BC and 
restore the 5-day school week in SD #64. KFAC is a coalition of parents, teachers, 

students, workers and concerned citizens on the Gulf Islands. 
Info: Peter Haase 537-4155 

www.keepfivealive.ca 

I• 
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~~~WE~~=~~~ 
HARDWOOD ~~~ 
Custom Flooring 
Specializing in custom Wide Plank 

Clear Douglas Fir 

• Brand name flooring available 
• Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock 

1-800-667-2275 
#5- 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC 

Change engine oil & filter 
Ins ect: • Brakes, linings, 

hoses & steel lines 
• Tires, tread & inflation 
• Steering • Suspension 
• Lights 
• All fluid levels 

includes 5L 1 OW30 oil 
& most filters, 

4x4 extra, tax extra •• HAROLD HARKEMA REPAIRS 
Automotive Repairs • Batteries & Tires 

427 Fulford Ganges Rd. • 537·4559 • Mon. ·Fri. 8·5 

Island 
Family 
smce 
1886 

GoRDoN LEE 
"{be Tree Guy 

Day or 
Night 

537-4668 

Thinning • 
Limbing • 
Climbing • 
Falling • 
Topping • 

-Bucking • 

Chipping • 

WCB - Covered 

LIABILITY 
COVERAGE 

• Removal 
• Snags 
• Views 
• Site Prep. 
• Big Jobs 
• Smalljobs 
• Hydro Lines 

Site Evai.-Free 

mq~Jtr islycrll 
RE·OPENING 
MARCH 17 

·2457 

NEWS BEAT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Pool at critical public input phase 
Editors note: Salt Springs 

Parks and Recreation Com­
mission (PARC) is provid­
ing a series of information 
articles outlining the indoor 
pool construction process 
and choices to be made in 
the next few weeks. PARC 
wants public input on any 
aspect of the pmject. 

Salt Spring PARC is now 
embarking on the next phase 
of construction of the indoor 
pool approved in a refer­
endum last fall. It's taken a 
lot of time and community 
energy and funds to get to 
this point, but now it's time 
to start making some of the 
big decisions about the final 
aquatic facility. 

To date, the major com­
pleted phases of the project 
include: 

Successful referen­
dum to purchase the Rain­
bow Road site. 

Completion of 
public consultation phase to 

determine preferred nature 
of aquatic facility (indoor/ 
outdoor) and willingness to 
pay, to be put to referendum 
vote. 

Successful refer­
endum to approve borrow­
ing of funds and taxation 
increase to fund construc­
tion and operation of indoor 
aquatic facility. 

Installation of off­
site utilitY services to con­
struction site, including, 
domestic water, sanitary 
sewer, and provision of pipe 
and connections for future 
use of recycled water from 
the Ganges treatment plant. 

As we now enter the 
design and construction 
phase of the pool, the pace of 
decision-making increases. 
Identifying and hiring the 
expertise to get maximum 
value for the limited funds 
available has been the first 
priority. As announced in the 
March 2 Driftwood,· on the 
recommendation of the pro-

posal Review Team and sub­
ject to CRD board approval, 
PARC has appointed Alan 
Roy Architect Ltd (ARAL) 
as the prime consultant for 
the indoor pool. 

ARAL brings to the proj­
ect a design team of engi­
neering consultants with a 
wealth of related experience 
and expertise. 

Upon CRD board approv­
al (expected March 23) and 
contract finalization, it is 
full steam ahead with the 
design team. The next phase, 
estimated to take four to six 
weeks, is developing a sche­
matic design. 

This critical phase 
includes the researching of 
cost effective systems and 
providing a conceptual lay­
out. The design team will 
provide a "shopping list" of 
cost-saving options, which 
will outline clear choices on 
priorities within our budget. 

Some of the important 
issues that will be considered 

are: alternate pool construc­
tion technologies, flexibility 
of programming, selection of 
pool water treatment system, 
pool floor and wall finishes, 
air quality, revenue sources, 
and energy efficiency and 
source (i.e. geo-thermal). 

PARC is inviting public 
input to help make these 
decisions in order to proceed 
to the next step - detailed 
plans of the selected sys­
tems. Watch this space for 
a series of articles that will 
focus on alternatives being 
considered and timelines for 
decision-making. 

PARC will also hold pub­
lic information meetings 
that, along with various other 
methods of public input, will 
help shape the final design of 
the pool. 

Please provide your input 
on these issues by writing 
to us. 

PARC, 145 Vesuvius Bay 
Road, SSI, V8K 2M3 

parc@saltspring.com 

Bruce nominated for Democratic Reform slate 
B.C.'s newest political 

party nominated its Saanich 
North and the Islands candi­
date on Thursday. 

Professional biologist Ian 
Bruce will be on the ballot 
representing the Democratic 
Reform B.C. (DRBC) party 
for the May 17 election. 

Bruce primarily works as 
executive coordinator for the 
Peninsula Streams Society, 
an umbrella organization 
comprised of six stream­
stewardship and three marine 

MORE 
TRAFFIC FOR 

YOUR WEBSITE! 

Call Kelly 
for advertising 

rates & 
information 

537-9933 
www.gulfislands.net 
"Great for cottage rentals 
and recreation outfits!" 

conserva­
tion groups 
on the Saa­
nich Penin­
sula. 

Through 
his consult­
ing firm 
incorporat-
ed in 1989, Bruce 
Watershed 
Eco-Logical Services Ltd., 
Bruce also provides ecologi­
cal and fisheries services to 
industry, governments and 
First Nations. 

Bruce was born and raised 
in Victoria, graduating from 
the University of Victoria 
in 1978 with a marine biol-

ogy degree. He has worked 
as a tugboat owner/opera­
tor, commercial fisherman 
and salmon hatchery/habitat 
consultant to the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans, and 
First Nations. 

He started the first salmon 
farm in Clayoquot Sound in 
1985 and was an industry 
consultant untill996. 

A move to North Saan­
ich in 1997 was followed by 
work in various capacities 
in the Ministry of Environ­
ment, Lands and Parks, and 
the provincial fisheries min­
istry. 

Bruce recently served 
on North Saanich council's 

Environmental Advisory 
Commission . While in 
Tofino, he served on Tofino 
council's Clayoquot Sound 
Advisory Group, the Task 
Force for Clayoquot Sound 
Land Use and Sustainable 
Development for Clayoquot 
Sound. 

Bruce is a life-long sports­
man, avid salmon fisher, and 
has coached, refereed, and 
played many sports over the 
years. He is married and has 
five children. 

DRBC candidates will be 
running in all ridings. 

For more information 
about the new party, see 
www.drbc.ca. 

Co-op preschool vandalized 
Salt Spring Island Co-op 

Preschool staff were shocked 
to learn their school was van­
dalized over the weekend. 

RCMP officers responded 
to reports of a break and 
enter just before 5 p.m. on 
the afternoon of Sunday, 
March 13 to find that indi­
viduals had broken a school 
window, stolen supplies 
from the school's earthquake 
kit and caused damage to the 
playground. 

"It's kind of like a slap in 
the face," said employee Syl­
via Louwman. "We work so 
hard to make the place nice 

for the children and then this 
happens." 

Louwman said the school 
had taken steps to improve 
lighting and has requested 
the RCMP to increase patrols 
in the Aldous Road area. 

Police are investigating the 
incident and asking people 
with information to contact 
the RCMP or Crimestop­
pers. 

In other RCMP news: 
An RCMP emergency 

vehicle was forced out of 
service for an hour on the 
night of March .11 after 
an adult male managed to 
deflate one of its tires. 

The vehicle was left unat­
tended while the officers 
were busy responding to a 
noisy party complaint. The 
suspect was apprehended 
at the scene when officers 
returned to their vehicle. 

The matter is still under 
investigation and charges are 
pending. 

• Police wish to remind 
members of the community 
to be particularly mindful 
of speed limits and driv­
ing safety over the next two 
weeks while school children 
are on Spring Break _and 
visitors attend the island for 
vacation. 

''With the money we saved, we 
splurged on a great bottle of wine." H 
FROM $69 to $89 based on A vt 
double occupancy, welcome to value season ccen 
at Accent Inns. Our getaway specials are perfect In nsN 
for wine connoisseurs, shopaholicsm 
and ski bufli;. Here's to friendly ' • ...,lity..n...it"'""" 

service, spotlessly clean rooms • 1•800_663-0298 
and really comfy beds. Cheers! • www.accentinns.com 

Canadian owned and operated. 

V.11id to March 31,2005. 



Ha_,e a ~dfee and a ~eelde 
and see mllat me~re fameus fer­

\Ne gro\N the largest collection of 

rare plants in North America, 

including h·ardy Orchids, 

Trilliums, and much more. 

Try something ne\N! 

HEDGING CEDARS 
5 gal. 

Special $24.00 

BAREROOT FRUIT TREES 
Good selection available for 2 

more weeks 

ReiDI'nilli/"11 Speelal 
NATIVE PINE TREE 
3 year old seedlings 

_ 50 plugs for $29.95 

PARKING LOT SPECIALS 
50% 0FF 

Unnamed 1 and 2 gal. 

RHODOS ' 
Potted Bulb Blowout 

Plant now for next year 
4" pots 99¢ each 

537'•5188 

Speelal 
WOODLAND STRAWBERRY 
, This native makes a great 
woodland groundcover with 

the bonus of producing 
very tasty berries. 

$2.50/4" pot (Reg. $2.99) 

Speelal 
ALCHEMILLA MOLLIS 

(Ladies' Mantle) 
$7.50 (Reg. $8.50) 

Fabulous groundcover 
perennial 

CHECK OUR OUR 
GREAT SEI,ECTfON OF 

PLANTER~ _ 
f/2 BARREl,$ AND 
GUZEDPOTS& 
WATER BOKS 

Hours: 9:00am - 4:30pm daily 
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Letters to the . Editor 
Astonishing 

Last July, almost a year after 
bei_p.g diagnosed with metastatic 
breast cancer, I received a comfort 
quilt in the mail from an organiza­
tion in Ontario. 

The quilt was requested for me 
by a friend in Campbell River and 
it was delivered to me at no charge 
to my friend or to me. It made me 
feel so good that I emailed the 
group in Ontario and asked them to 
send another one to someone else 
on Salt Spring. My cousin and my 
sister were so impressed with the 
quilt and how it made me feel, they 
asked to have quilts delivered to 
others on Salt Spring. 

Then we began to toy with the 

idea of starting a comfort quilts 
group here on Salt Spring. After 
all, we have a huge quilting com­
munity here and Salt Spring is an 
amazingly caring ~nd compassion­
ate community. How could it fail? 

So ... we asked a few friends and 
they agreed with us. We had our 
first meeting last October and from 
that meeting we went out into this 
wonderful community fundraising 
for money and asking for donations 
of fabric working towards a Com­
munity Quilting Bee for March 12, 
2005. 

Salt Spring ... you outdid your­
self! The generosity of islanders 
continues to astonish. Your dona­
tions of fabric, cash, embroidery 
thread, services and products have 

been wonderful. 
Our first Community Quilting 

Bee was held this past Saturday 
and the response from the commu­
nity was truly outstanding. We had 
a great team setting up on Friday 
night and they all came back and 
helped to break it down at day's end 
on Saturday. 

Then 113 volunteers of all ages 
showed up to sew/pin/tie quilts, to 
make carry bags for the quilts and 
to work in the kitchen feeding all 
their fellow volunteers. We had a 
great time makinglots of quilts and 
carry bags. 

There are too many people to 
thank individually in this letter, but 
we would like to offer up special 
thanks to Mouat's Clothing, which 

Watch STV debate 
With the referendum on changing B.C.'s electoral system to a pro­

posed Single Transferable Vote (STV) scheme still two months away, 
it's no wonder the public is still in the dark about the idea. 

If this referendum is like most, beacons of interest won't start flick­
ering until about three weeks before the vote date. 

But this question has such major implications that it demands more 
thought than most referendum questions, which generally involve giv­
ing permission to spend voters' money for a specific purpose. 

The current "first past the post system" has long been criticized as 
inadequate for achieving representational government, and the last 
provincial election result proved that in spades. 

It appears the STV system would ameliorate that problem, but more 
discussion and debate is required before its full merits and faults 
become clear. 

STV proponents, including Citizens' Assembly members, have 
been the first to voice t4eir support, with detractors now emerging. 

Islanders should take every opportunity possible to educate them­
selves on the proposal- and well before voting day on May 17. 

Time for Capers heroes 
There's no other way to say it: the annual Sea Capers festival won't 

happen this year if a coordinating group doesn't take it on now. 
Salt Spring Lions valiantly rescued the orphaned event three years 

ago, noting at the time they could only take care of it for a three-year 
period. 

Organizers point out the template is set, that abundant community 
support can be tapped into and it really only needs three to five people 
to get the ball rolling for another year. 

Sea Capers manages to bring the community together one last time 
before the tourism and vacation seasons begin in earnest, and is a tra­
dition worth continuing. 

In the alternative, the Sea Capers parade and fun competitions could 
be combined with Canada Day festivities, which have also grown in 
popularity. 

It only takes a handful of noble souls or a group stepping forward 
now to prevent the sinking of Sea Capers and a feel-good community 
event. 

made the first cash donation to get 
us started, to Carl Graham at Light­
ning Press, Salt Spring Dryclean­
ers, Mrs. Clean Laundromat, Gan­
ges Village Market, Thrifty Foods 
and Embe Bakery, Curves, Pastor 
Chris Cormack and the Commu­
nity Gospel Church, the volun­
teer firefighters and Stitches Quilt 
Shop. 

To everyone who helped in any 
way, whether on Saturday or in 
the days and weeks leading up to 
Saturday's Quilting Bee, we can 
only say_"thank you!" It was a tre­
mendous success thanks to all the 
volunteers. It was a day full of fun 
and camaraderie, of laughter and 
some tears, of hard work and of 
great accomplishment. 

We look forward to seeing you 
all again at the 2nd Community 
Quilting Bee ... we'll be in touch. 
CAROL SIMPSON, 
For ICQ organizing committee 

Rainbow spot 
I think it's time the library 

stopped beating around the bush 
and sold the building we are in. 

They should then take that 
money and build a new building 
that would meet the community's 
needs on the land that we already 
bought on Rainbow Road. 
BRUCE MILLS, 
Salt Spring 

MORE LETTERS A9 

Salt Spring gets 'rammed' with tax equity failure 
By ERIC BOOTH 

This month marks the two-year 
anniversary of my attempts to 
persuade Islands Trust Council 
to live up to their recognition of 
the inequity surrounding taxes 
on Salt Spring, North Pender and 
Mayne Islands. 

From my failed proposal for tax 
equity, which included a weighted 
voting system on financial mat­
ters, we have also seen two pro­
posals from staff and one from 
another trustee. 

The latest staff report (which 
I believe is extremely conserva­
tive) on the resource allocation 
model (RAM) indicates that Salt 
Spring pays over $450,000 a year 
more than what it receives in ser­
vices. I suggest the actual cost is 
more in the range of$800,000 per 
year. Council last year endorsed 
a motion that was intended to 
include the RAM as an integral 
part of the assumptions and prin­
ciples of this year's budget. 

However, since it has now 
become extremely evident that tax 
fairness is low (perhaps lowest) 
on the priority list of other trust-

VIEW 
POINT 

ees, the RAM was not included. 
And, although it is now scheduled 
to be discussed in June, it has now 
been put off for another budget 
year, past the end of our terms as 
trustees. 

The unwillingness of council 
to act on this matter has redefined 
the term Slow Islands Move­
ment. The financial result to Salt 
Spring, over the course of the last 
three years, is over $2 million 
dollars in over-taxation. Given a 
choice, how would Salt Spring 
Islanders have decided to spend 
that money? Or, would they have 
preferred to have had their taxes 
actually reduced? 

And, consider this: in 2002 it 
was reported that Salt Spring's 
share of Islands Trust taxes was 
33 per cent. Three years later it 
has risen to 41 per cent. That addi­
tional eight per cent equals over 
$280,000. And remember, that 
doesn't include other increases 

of over $98,000 for a grand total 
of $380,000 -a 35.7 per cent 
increase in taxes over 2002. 

And, just when I thought it 
couldn't get much more ridicu­
lous, when we asked Trust Coun­
cil this week for $10,000 to apply 
to our Community Vision project 
(community housing), our request 
was soundly rejected. I imme­
diately asked for permission to 
apply a special tax levy to cover 
the $10,000 request. In other 
words, I asked for council's per­
mission to exercise Salt Spring's 
right to tax itself. 

The ensuing discussion around 
the table highlighted the last two 
years of dancing around this sub­
ject. Those speaking against my 
motion used a wide range of rea­
sons why my request should not be 
supported. A "we're damned if we 
do and damned if we don't" sce­
nario was expressed by a couple of 
trustees. Damned if they supported 
the motion, because by doing so, 
they would be highlighting the fact 
they have done nothing over tax 
equity except add to the tax burden 
on Salt Spring which they already 

know is unfair, and, damned if they 
didn't support the motion, thereby 
refusing Salt Spring's inherent 
right to tax itself. 

Other trustees apparently tried 
to block the motion by expressing 
concerns surrounding process, 
rather than helpfully suggesting 
ways to make my proposal work. 
There was also a suggestion that 
we could possibly immediately 
earmark a Trust Council "con­
tingency fund" for the $10,000, 
which, in my stated view and that 
of accountants around the world, 
would redefine the word "contin­
gency." 

While I fully expected some 
reaction, I was staggered by the 
level of opposition and many of 
the statements made. 

In my last plea, I asked council 
members to live up to the spirit 
of the Islands Trust, to recognize 
my request was only the result of 
the council's unwillingness to live 
up to its apparent commitment to 
deal with the tax equity issue and 
to allow Salt Spring's elected rep­
resentatives the effective ability 
to deal with our largest challenge 
- the community housing crisis. 

When the vote was called -
all those in favour? - the hands 
slowly went up around the table 
until the last person, the chair­
man of the Financial Planning 
Committee, realizing the vote 
would be unanimous without him, 
exclaimed - "oh, what the hell," 
and raised his hand. 

In spite of the unanimous vote, I 
couldn't help but wonder at those 
who had just spoken so passion­
ately and eloquently against the 
motion, but didn't have the cour­
age or conviction to stand behind 
their own arguments. 

Because I just can't believe my 
final plea was so convincing as 
to change their minds, I am left 
with the feeling that the "politi­
cal optics" of the situation had 
more to do with the outcome than 
"political conviction." 

Now the only remaining ques­
tion is this - at the June council 
meeting when the topic returns to 
the agenda, will Salt Spring final­
ly get the RAM or just continue to 
get rammed on taxation? 

The writer is a Salt Spring 
trustee. 
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We asked: What are your plans for Spring Break? 

, Kayla Grom~e 
I've got a whole lot of 
basketball tryouts for a 
regional team in Nanaimo. 

Devan Banman 
I plan on slacking off and 
doing nothing but having 
some fun. 

Letters to the Editor 

Marlow Hart 
I'm just working for a while 
and then maybe going to 
Long Beach with some buds. 

Corey Francis 
I'll be working at a restaurant 
on Mayne Island. I really want 
to go into Vancouver for a while. 

WElJNt:~UAr,MAKLH 'l b, .lUU:> & A'=' 

Mo Searle 
I'm going to police camp and 
then I'll go see my aunt in 
Abbotsford. 

Unsound teacher to counter post-lun- seems like one big parking and on the approach to the we cannot wait to vote them "Drummond Park and 
cheon lethargy.) lot. Fulford ferry, for example. out, so what have they got to Beach access. I've been a subscriber to 

I would suggest that your However, there is one So let's have the bare mini- lose by taking a full steam a) Area should be the Driftwood for the same 
board members look around striking difference between mum of road safety and take ahead and damn the torpe- increased as noted on th~ number of years that I was 
at how class scheduling is that island and this one the deadly guesswork out of does attitude? plan map. Public use of the a teacher, counsellor and 
done elsewhere. They will (aside from volcanoes and night driving. Give us a vote with a sim- beach and the adjacent water administrator in the West 
find that where they can, ubiquitous lava flows). The Bring over the paint, pie, straightforward question is desirable for swimming Vancouver school system. 
administrators will sched- roads are superb - well Mainroad South Island Con- like: "Do you want to return and beach activities. In those three decades plus 
ule academic courses in the tracting! to a five-day school week? A public beach walkway I've not read much in your 
morning, and P.E. and elec-

engineered, well maintained, 
WENDY HILLIARD, Yes or no? And can any more along the waterfront shouJd paper that is more depress- well signed. Clear yellow 
Salt Spring idiotic surveys. be developed by clean-up of tive classes in the afternoon. markings down the centre, ing than the Gulf Islands 

If a pro tern radical solu- No vote MIKE MORGAN, old log dump site." Schoel Board decision to 
tion is required to cope with 

clear white stripes along the Salt Spring The above was the opinion operate schools on a four- their current financial dif- margins. Often these lines I agree 1 00 per cent with 
Build of the majority of the resi-day week. ficulties, then the school have reflectors and "rumble- the comments made by dents at that time and there Apart from any inconve-

board might consider an 8 strips" embedded in them, Mona Fertig, Peter Haase walkway was no connection whatso-nience it might visit upon so at night you always know and Kathy Page in Driftwood ever to it being instigated as parents, students and teach- a.m. to 12:30 p.m. school 
where you are in relation to letters. I was stunned by the front- a ruse to eliminate people ers, itis, simply put, unsound day, Monday to Friday. The 
the road. I well remember May page article in last week's from living on the beach. educationally. current overlong day, four 

There are wide, paved McKenzie's early comments Driftwood regarding the It should be further noted Twice during the early days a week, just makes no 
shoulders for bikes and walk- on how "excited" she and her waterfront walkway at the that these recommendations years of my career I partici- sense. 
ers, guardrails with reflectors fellow board members were head of Fulford Harbour. were indeed incorporated TOM TAYLOR, pated in a temporary "shift" 

Salt Spring along ditches and banks, and on implementing the four- Back in 1978 the plan- within the 1998 Official timetable. Each of these descriptive signage letting day week "experiment." ning committee of the South Community Plan: "Recom-schedules ran for several Basic safety you know what's coming. As grandparents, and par- Salt Spring Residents' Asso- mended Walkways leading months. For half of each ses- While travelling on the big I'm all for the rural nature ents of a single mother, and ciation produced a Fulford from Fulford Village (Map sion, half of the classes were island of Hawaii recently, I of Salt Spring, and I mini- also child minders who know Harbour Specifi~d Area Plan 18 and clause E.l.4.14)." held from 8:30a.m. to 12:30 noted some parallels and mize car trips to town. But full well the effort required dated September 12, 1978, I trust that the above clari- -p.m.; the other half from contrasts to our island home. a standard of safety is some- to keep young children con- which was submitted to the fies why the walkway from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30p.m. Real estate development is thing we expect on ferries structively busy on Fridays, Islands Trust at that time so Drummond Park to Fulford The difference in spirit booming, and affordable and in hospitals: why not on plus pro-D days plus longer that its aims could be incor- Harbour village should be and effort between the two housing is sorely needed for roads? spring breaks (upcoming) I porated within the commu- built. groups was astonishing. those working in the domi- Driving at night in rain say why should our lives and nity plan. JONATHAN YARDLEY, The "early" group was nant tourist industry. and fog is truly dangerous hundreds like us be so dis- Under Section 8 of that Isabella Point Road energetic and motivated; the Invasive species and rumi- when roads have no centre rupted to enable this incred-
plan on Recreation and Open second, somnolent and apa- nants continue to threaten and margin lines. Those that ibly stupid "experiment" to 
Space Areas is the following MORE LETTERS A 10 thetic. (It's an uphill battle indigenous plants and ani- exist are mostly worn off- continue? 
policy guideline: for even the most inspired mals. And the town of Kona all but gone around Ganges The school board knows 

Ferocious islanders could compromise on Bullock Lake 
If you are driving out Robinson 

Road just past Mansell Road, you 
will find the three gates to Salt 
Spring Island Village Resort. 

The original perimeter fence 
is gone, a·s are the guard dogs 
and glaring metal halide lamps 
that used to cast a pall over the 
construction site reminiscent of a 
Romanian detention centre rather 
than a luxury resort. 

There is nothing going on. From 
the locked main entrance, you can 
see the main lodge, designed to 
house restaurants, a conference 
centre, treatment rooms and an 
indoor swimming pool - intend­
ed to serve the 123 residential 
units surrounding it on the 36-
acre lakefront property. 

The lodge and about 50 units 
were as far as this project pro­
gressed before it ground to a halt, 
bogged down by allegations of 
questionable back room deals, 
shaky financing and local out­
rage. 

The local outrage was spear­
headed by one of our present 
Islands Trust people, Eric Booth, 

HEAD TO HEAD 
BY PETER VINCENT 

who took offence at one of the 
project reps referring to the home­
town rabble as "Island Goofers." 

At the time, Eric owned the 
property across the lake from the 
project. Any and all prospective 
buyers were subjected to Eric's 
fluorescent pink billboard pro­
claiming "Goofer's Pig Farm" on 
their drive to the main entrance. 

Spurred on by local support, he 
soon painted his car fluorescent 
pink and graced it with a "Goof­
er" vanity plate. When islanders 
got wind of the magnitude of the 
project, the floodgates opened. 

It was difficult to find a single 
islander who was on the side of 
the project, and for good reason. 
It was simply too large. 

Zoned Commercial-4 for tour­
ist accommodation purposes, the 
developers were able to build 123 

resort units, all crowd­
ed around a small eco­
logically sensitive lake. 

It didn't take much 
to envision a parade 
of giant SUVs with 
jet skis in tow, coming 

off the Long Harbour ferry every 
Friday afternoon, running .rough­
shod over the small country road, 
disturbing the peace till all hours 
of the night. 

But this is all ancient history 
now, as the caterpillars and dump 
trucks have long since gone away, 
amid a sea of red ink. 

The project is once again show­
ing some signs of life. It is listed 
for $9 million, substantially below 
the $19 million rumoured to have 
been spent thus far. 

But who in their right mind 
would be foolish enough to revive 
such a project in its original form? 
Who in their right mind would 
willingly take on the wrath of Salt 
Spring's battle-toughened goofer 
brigades, who have successfully 
run giant logging companies out 

of town and sent the Channel · 
Ridge developers scurrying back 
to the drawing boards, who have 
made life a living hell for hope­
ful gravel pit owners, B.C. Hydro 
planners and even "motherhood" 
low-cost housing developers? 
Who in their right mind would 
step into that nest of vipers? 

On the other hand, the site must 
be slowly deteriorating. 

The web site (www.landquest. 
com) describes the lodge and 50 
units essentially at lock-up stage. 
The near-decade of wet, cold West 
Coast winters must be taking their 
toll on the structures. 
-The vacant buildings must be 

a paradise to rats, otters and all 
other manner of wood-chewing 
organisms. It really is in no one's 
best interest to see the buildings 
slowly crumble into a giant com­
post heap, leaching God knows 
what into the lake. A compromise 
is in order. 

Is it possible to limit further 
development to the completion 
of the 50 small units already sub-

stantially completed? 
The award-winning Hills Health 

Ranch at 100 Mile House has a 
similar layout and theme, with 
a central lodge surrounded by 
clusters of self-contained housing 
units. Would Salt Springers pull in 
their claws? 

Would Roland Cook withdraw 
his pig farm application? Or will it 
take a complete abdication, where 
nothing will tame the beast short 
of turning the fast-approaching 
Freedom Campers loose on the 
property? 

The original owners are long 
gone, and all that bad blood should 
have washed away by now. 
· Do you think we might just 

ease up a little on the Salt Spring 
Island Village Resort? Isn't 10 
years a long enough sentence for 
a project gone bad to lie in fallow, 
before us Salt Springers, appar­
ently renowned for our hospitality 
and forgiving ways, give the proj­
ect a little slack? I think. it is. 

pvincent@saltspring.com 
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By SANDY BARCLAY 
The planning is well underway for this year's Fall 

Fair!!! 
The theme has been set, FARMING-FOOD FOR 

THOUGHT, which will encompass many of the various 
aspects of farming and farm life. 

The dates for this year's fair are September 17 and 18, and 
will be held at the Farmers Institute on Rainbow Road. 

The entry catalogue release date has been set for July 6, 
which will allow time for all to plan for the various entries 
in this year's fair. The book)et will be distributed in The 
Driftwood. 

Articles will also be appearing in the Fall Fair focus 
column in the Driftwood. A variety of articles will begin 
bi-weekly starting March 23 until July 6, then on a weekly 
basis until September 14 

So let's start thinking about our entries for this great 
community event! 

Magic island 
A popular story about Salt 

.Spring tells that the Dalai 
Lama visited here, detected 
the presence of a Ley line 
and proposed the site of the 
Mount Tuam monastery. 

Ley lines are believed to 
be an alignment of special 
Earth energy, which were 
allegedly known to the 
Ancients, and along which 
ancient sites like Stonehenge 
were located. 

Here is another magic 
story! 

The Living Word 
John 15:13 

Greater love has rw 
one but this, that he 
lay down his life for 

his friends. 
WINSOME WHITE 

Please Read: ROMANS 5:6-11 
ISAIAH 53:8-11 

British Columbia Transmission Corporation (BCTC) is a provincial Crown corporation 
responsible for managing, operating, and maintaining most of the provincial power 
transmission system and its interconnections with the larger North American grid._ In 
order to meet current and projected electricity demand on Vancouver Island and to 
maintain reliable grid operations, BCTC is proposing to replace and upgrade the two 
existing 138 kV overhead transmission lines and submarine cables (1 L 17/1 L 18) 
connecting southern Vancouver Island, Salt Spring Island and Galiano Island to the 
Lower Mainland with two new 230 kV transmission lines. 

The Vancouver Island Transmission Reinforcement Project is subject to review under 
British Columbia's Environmental Assessment Act, S.B.C.2002, c.43 . As part of the 

..review process, BCTC's Draft Terms of Reference for an Environmental Assessment 
Certificate application (Application) are being made available for public comment The 
purpose of the Terms of Reference is to identify the information that must be 
included in BCTC's Application . Approved Terms of Reference will be issued by the 
Environmental Assessment Office following consideration of comments on the Draft 
Terms of Reference. BCTC will then be required to prepare its Application in 
accordance with the Approved Terms of Reference. 

An electronic copy of the Draft Terms of Reference, as well as additional information 
regarding the Project and the environmental assessment process, is available through 
the Environmental Assessment Office's Project Information Centre at 
~.eao.gov.bc.ca . Copies of the Draft Terms of Reference are also available at: 

Ladner Pioneer Library Salt Spring Island Public Library 
4683 - 51st Street 129 McPhillips Avenue 
Delta, B.C. V4K 2V8 Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T6 

South Delta Library 
1321 A - 56th Street 
Delta, B.C. V4L 2A6 

Vancouver Island Regional Library 
Cowichan Branch 
2687 James Street 
Duncan, B.C. V9L 2X5 

Islands Trust Office 
#1 - 500 Lower Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2N8 

Galiano Island Community Library 
2540 Sturdies Bay Road, 
Galiano Island B.C. VON 1 PO 

Comments submitted by the public will be posted, as originally submitted, on the 
Environmental Assessment Office's Project Information Centre. Personal information 
such as full address, e-mail address, and telephone number, will be made public 
unless your comments indicate that this information should NOT be made public. 
Also, unless you indicate otherwise, your name and personal information will be also 
be added to the EAO database. 

Comments on the draft Terms of Reference must be received by the Environmental 
Assessment Office by April 22, 2005. Please mail your comments to: 

Derek Griffin 
Project Assessment Director 
Environmental Assessment Office 
PO Box 9426 Stn Prov Govt, 
Victoria, B.C. , V8W 9V1 
Fax: (250) 387-2208 

Comments by email are encouraged and may be directed to eaoinfo@gems5.gov.bc.ca. 

British ColUmbia Transmlsslon 
BCTC0432 (51) 

Because our home faces 
east, my wife and I are 
rewarded by spectacular 
sunrises, especially in the 
spring and fall, as the sun 
rises from behind the stark 
peaks of the coast range. 

Five years ago, I observed 
that the sun rises behind 
Mount Baker, exactly at the 
spring and fall equinoxes, 
on March 21 and September 
21. Unfortunately a cloudy 
morning can obscure any ob­
servation. 

On two occasions, how­
ever, I have noted that just 
before the sun's disc appears 
above the horizon, its light is 
refracted through the glacier 
ice on the mountain. 

Our particular view of 
Mount Baker presents the 
main peak and two lower 
peaks on each side. 

During the 15 seconds 
before the appearance of 
the sun, two simultaneous 
brilliant green flashes occur, 
as the light passes through 
the ice on each side of the 
peak. 

I am hoping that one day 
one of our keen island pho­
tographers might capture 
this remarkable event with 
a telescopic lens, and have it 
published in the Driftwood. 
KEN LEE, 
Amblewood Drive 

Real issues 
A miscellany of comments 

related to the film festival 
Our Island, Our World. 

I am very grateful to the 
organizers of the film fes­
tival that took place at the 
high school and at Cinema 
Central March 4-6. It is such 
a relief to see documentaries 
that actually inform us about 

real issues around the globe. 
I was dismayed that the 

Driftwood did not offer its 
usual pull-out supplement 
giving the times and con­
tents of the films. I wonder 
if the absence of this excel­
lent contribution by the 
Driftwood to such a valuable 
community event reduced 
festival attendance? 

At the festival I presented 
a film on same-sex marriage 
called Let No One Put Asun­
der. Attendance was low but 
I was not surprised since 
most Salt Springers seem to 
believe that same-sex mar­
riage is a non-issue. 

Same-sex marriage is now 
legal in seven provinces and 
one territory. One would 
think therefore that the bill 
for same-sex marriage is 
going to pass easily. That is 
not necessarily so. 

Pro same-sex marriage 
MPs are requesting letters in 
support of the bill. 

Equal-marriage.ca is a 
website that will inform you 
of the alarming extent of the 
backlash from the right wing, 
which includes the demand 
that lesbians and gay men be 
exempted from the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms. 

Equal-marriage.ca also 
lets you send an email to all 
340 MPs at the press of a 
button. When we take care 
of one group's human rights 
we take care of all groups. 
ROWAN PERCY, 
Salt Spring 

All welcome 
The Salt Spring Island 

Chamber of Commerce 
would like to assure Bob 
Simonds from Los Ange-

les that he, his family and 
fellow Americans are most 
welcome as visitors to Salt 
Spring Island. 

They always have been 
and always will be . 

An individual did suggest 
expropriating foreign-owned 
land at the Trust Forum in 
Nanaimo, but was not taken 
seriously. 

The forum admittedly had 
an anti-tourism flavour and, 
as the Driftwood editorial 
summarized, "some not so 
subtle manipulation was 
involved." 

However, the group was 
not a broad-based represen­
tation of our community and 
our island's economic health 
took a back seat at the forum 
as a result. Salt Spring's busi­
ness community recognizes 
the significance of tourism 
-it accounts for 25 per cent 
of island income. 

A formal "Tourism Atti­
tude" survey recently con­
ducted by Malaspina College 
in concert with the Chamber 
of Commerce found over­
whelming community sup­
port (over 90 per cent) for 
tourism on the island. 

The Trust was tasked to 
establish a Tourism Advisory 
Committee seven years ago 
- and we are still waiting. 
To assure the objectives of 
sustainable tourism as out­
lined in our OCP are met, we 
need a formal strategic plan 
developed by island resi­
dents. Now. And Bob, you 
are welcome on our island, 
as are all those who tread 
lightly here. 
PETER ALLAN, 
President, 
Chamber of Commerce 

MORE LETTERS A12 

Point. Cl.ick. It's that quick! 
Check out the Canada Revenue Agency's Web site 
for all the answers to your income tax questions. 

cra.gc.ca 

I .&. I canada Revenue Agence du revenu Canad•a·• 
""!"'" Agency du Canada 



SERIOUSLY OVER-STOCKED SALE 
HELP US LIQUIDATE STOCK & 

SOLID MAPLE BEDROOM SUITE $
500 8 PC. by Shermag SAVE 

SOLID BIRCH TABLE with 
4 chairs, was $1899. NOW $1177 

CORNER ENTERTAINMENT UNIT $
599 was $729.00. NOW 

ROLL-TOP COMPUTER DESK $
999 was $1399 NOW 

BUFFET & HUTCH 
As Is. Was $1499 

JOYCE LOVESEAT 
2 ONLY Was $1 099 

JOYCE CHAIR 
1 ONLY Was $999 

LEATHER BAR STOOLS 
Was $269 

Now$999 

Now$599 

Now$499 

NOW $189 

* on floor models 
ANTIQUES 2000 WASH S"ft\ND 
Was $949 NOW )649 

HALL CONSOLE $
399 Was $799 NOW 

ANTIQUES 2000 COFFEE TABLE 
Was $949 NOW $699 

* PALLISER MICROFIBRE 
LOVES EAT 
Was $1299 

STYLUS SOFA 

Now$888 BEAUTYREST QUEEN SET 
Non-flip, Viso foam with silk. 
Reg .$3599 
NOW $2599 

SLIPCOVERED $ 9 
Was $1599 NOW 11 2 SIMMONS KING SIZE 

BEAUTYSLEEP MATTRESS 
SLIPCOVERED Was $1099 
CHAIR & OTTOMAN $

117
9 NOW $699 

Was $1379 NOW 

PALLISER ROCKER 
RECLINERS 
Was $799 NOW $499 

PALLLISER 3 PC. 

LEATHE~lSO E t:O DuaS s 
with 
Was 9 NOW $2044 

SIMMONS QUEEN 
BACKCARE SET 

~otJ2399 $1699 

HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 
9:00a.m. -5:30p.m. 

SUNDAY 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
'ON THE SPOT FINANCING" 

. ~/tf: 'llf -
UNCLE ALBER 1•s 

FURNITURE 
FAST 

FRIENDLY 
SERVICE 

"Not vour ordinarv furniture store" 
107- 2ND ST. 

DUNCAN, BC 748-1732 

TOLL FREE 1·800·593·5303 • 34 YEARS IN THE COWICHAN VALLEY 
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PLEASE NOTE OUR 

Easter Holiday 
Schedule Change 

For the issue of: 

WEONESOA~ MARCH 30 
Display Ad Deadline: 

Spm, Thursday, March 24 

A giant roll of paper towel 
roses to St. Clair McColl for 
his utmost graciousness dur­
ing our travel trauma. You 
truly are a saint. 

Roses of love and thanks 
to the wonderful community 
of friends and neighbours 
for the absolutely uplifting 
love and support for our 
family. NH 

Sweet wild roses amid the 
daffodils to Beate Denz. Her 
daily single-handed dedica­
tion to cleaning up garbage 
along our roads is - or 
should be- a model of gen­
erosity-in-action to us all. 

A truck full of roses for 
our best friends. Thank-you 
Tracy, Dawn, Chris, Chad, 
Colby, Alex, Fiona, Darren 

RANT 
and Thomas Sr. for volun­
teering your sunny Saturday 
to help us move. T &K 

Roses to Drs. Woodley and 
Cameron at Victoria Gen­
eral Hospital. The orange is 
gone.M&S 

Hey Wilderness Stone­
works, Thanks. You "rock!" 

Roses to Rob at Thrifty's 
deli department for saving 
the day by providing pizza 
for 30 kids on such short 
notice. MM 

Swishing baskets to every­
one who made the SIMS 

Classified Deadline: 
4pm, Monday, March 28 More letters 
Too Late to Classify Deadline: 
Noon, Tuesday, March 29 
OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25 

What 
mandate? 

This is a letter to all of 
the people like myself who 
voted for Gary Holman for 
CRD director, thinking that 
they were voting for some­
one who was community and 
environmentally minded. 

We were wrong. After 

f'halaenopsls Ozchlds 
7 Bloom for $2497 

Holman was elected he 
came to the recycle depot 
where I work and stated that 
the future of the depot was 
grim. 

Since that time, commit­
tees have been formed and 
surveys have been done -
all with the same conclusion: 
that the Salt Spring Island 
Recycle depot recycles the 
most material per capita, is 

Sale ends March 28 or while quantities last! 

SALTSPRING. ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF ELECTION OF TRUSTEES 

Public Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Saltspring Island Fire Protection District an Election by Voting is 
.. necessary to elect, for a three year term commencing at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held on March 

29th, 2005 and terminating at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held in the year 2008, to fill the offices of 
two (2) Trustees on the Board of Saltspring Island Fire Protection District and that the persons nominated as candidates 
at the Election and for whom the votes will be received are listed below: 

TRUSTEES - two persons to be elected: 
Surname Given Name 
BARTLE David 
GILLIES Mary 
HAZENBOOM Hans 
PATTERSON Bruce 

Residential Address 
143 Maliview Drive 
206 Roland Road 
138 Acheson Road 
2914 Fulford-Ganges Road 

VOTING DAY for the election of Trustees will be open on Saturday the twenty sixth (26th) day of March 2005, TO 
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT at: 

Ganges Fire Hall, regular training room 

AND SUCH VOTING PLACE SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF eleven (11:001 A.M. and five (5:00) P.M. 

ADVANCE VOTING for election of Trustees shall be open on Saturday the nineteenth (19th) of March 2005 TO 
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT between the hours of eleven 
(11:001 A.M. and four (4:001 P.M. at the Ganges Firehall, regular training room 

Given under my hand at Ganges, B.C. this twelfth (121h) day of March 2005. 

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS 
You are qualified as an Elector if you are: 

(a) A Canadian Citizen 

Thomas F. Moore 
Returning Officer 

(b) eighteen years or older on Voting Day 

(c) a resident in the Province for at least six months before Voting Day 

(d) an owner of land within the boundaries of the Saltspring Island Fire Protection District 

(e) an authorized agent, designated in writing as the said agent, of a Board or Corporation that owns rand 
within the Saltspring Island Fire Protection District 

If more than one person is registered on title as owner of land then those owners are entitled to vote providing they 
meetthe qualifications set out above. No persons may vote more than once with the exception that they may vote as 
an ~lithorized agent and personally if they own land on a personal basis. Please note that when checking the list of 
ow.ners provided by the B.C. Assessment Authority the multiple ownership of some properties may not have been 
recorded. If the property that is being used for voting purposes is held in multiple ownership it is recommended that 
the persons intending to vote bring suitable identification, as listed below, to avoid any inconvenience. 

If you are not on the List of Registered Electors you may register on Voting Day providing you produce two pieces 
of identification, one of which has your signature, preferably with pictorial identification, e.g drivers licence, and 
documentation proving ownership of the land for which you are owner, e.g tax notice, assessment notice or duplicate 
certificate of title. 

Tsunami basketball league 
a fun and skill-developing 
happening this year: coach­
es, referees and timekeepers, 
who were parents, communi­
ty members and SIMS/GISS 
students. 

Thanks to Rev. Sharon 
Cooke, the United Church 
and AA, I have just com­
pleted 10 years of sobriety. 
So, big bouquets of roses to 
all of them, and a little punch 
in the nose to the pub. S 

An infinite bunch of bril­
liant-coloured fragrant roses 

the least expensive per ton 
and takes the widest assort­
ment .of recyclables in the 
Gulf Islands. 

The depot was founded by 
volunteers and had donated 
land which was then sol<;l to 
the CRD by the province for 
a dollar. But like any suc­
cessful venture, it has begun 
to attract outside interests 
and greed. Holman behaves 
as if it is a done deal and 
perhaps it is. 

The point of recycling as 
an environmental necessity 
has been lost. Not to men­
tion that the recycle depot is 
a large financial contributor 
to the already beleaguered 
Salt Spring Island Commu­
nity Services Society. 

Since Gary Holman has 
been elected it has become 
apparent to me that he mis­
understands his position. 

He is supposed to repre­
sent the community to the 
CRD, not the other way 
around. He has the power 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

to all of my incredible fam­
ily and friends who sup­
ported me on my journey, 
and empowered me with the 
courage to be me and be free . 
Skinny Lizzy 

We would love to send 
buckets full of roses to all 
the fabulously kind souls 
who helped create our wed­
ding of love. White roses 
to Bryn and Carol for their 
song of unity; yellow roses 
to Jill, Stan and the Tree 
House staff; hot pink roses 
to Talula Belle, Lawrence J 

~d Tay for their open hearts 
and doors. S&A B 

to direct the CRD - that is 
why they call him & director. 

I'm disappointed and want 
to ask Gary Holman what 
mandate is he working for? 
The CRD, private industry 
or the community? 

Also, I would like the 
community to ask them­
selves: do they want a blue 
box program, which takes 
a lot less variety of materi­
als, or another private gar­
bage transfer station on the 
depot's existing site? 

Or here's a thought: allow 
us to continue to do what I 
think is a good job. 

It is interesting to me that 
the private off-island compa­
ny that has appeared on our 
site checking property lines 
and asking questions is the 
same one operating on the 
Lee's hill site which seems 
to have the blessing of Gary 
Holman, the CRD and who 
knows where the Trust is. 
CATHERINE BRANNAN, 
Salt Spring 

We are pleased to announce the opening 
of our new office on Salt Spring Island. 

We are located at 1206 Grace Point Square 
and can meet by appointment only. 

To show our appreciation of your support 
we would like to invite you to join us for 
coffee and donuts this Thursday, March 
17 at Grace Point Square, 1 pm - 3 pm. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Carolyn Maycock 
Margaret Mots 

537-9810 
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2005 CHEVROLET CAVALIER 
MORE STANDARD HORSEPOWER THAN CIVIC, 
COROLLA, SENTRA, AND FOCUS. 

OWN IT FOR ONLY 
• 140HP ECOTEC Engine 
• 5-Year/100,000km Powertrain warranty 
• 5-speed Getrag Manual $11 ,998 OR $204 
• Theft Deterrent System CASH PER MONTH 
• 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seat PURCHASE WITH 0% PURCHASE FINANCING 

FOR 72 MONTHS 

2005 CHEVROLET VENTURE EXTENDED 
"LOADED WITH VALUE, VENTURE IS A SOLID 
MINIVAN"- Edmunds.com 

FINANANCE OPTIONS' 
MONTHLY DOWN 

$204 $0 
$175 $2 098 
$150 $3898 

LT Model Shown 

• 3.4L 185HP LEASE IT FOR ONLY OWN IT FOR ONLY PURCHASE FINANCING 

•AutomaticTransmissionAirConditioning $248 OR $24,888 OR 0% 
• Deep Tint Glass 
• CD Stereo PER MONTH 
• Power Windows/Locks with Remote Entf'I'R 48 MONTHS WITH $3,490 DOWN 

CASH 
PURCHASE 

• Flip and Fold Removable Seats 
• 5-Year/100,000km Powertrain Warranty 
*****Five Star Safety Rating 

2005 CHEVROLET BLAZER 4X4 
***** FIVE STAR SAFETY• AND 4X4 VERSATILITY 
FOR UNDER $20,000 

• 190 HP VORTEC V6 Engine 
• 4-Wheel Drive 
• Aluminum Wheels 
• Locking Rear Differential 
• Automatic transmission 
• Air Conditioning 
•CD Stereo 

OWN IT FOR ONLY 

$19,998 
CASH 

PURCHASE 

PURCHASE FINANCING 

OR 0% 
FOR 48 MONTHS 

48 MONTH SMARTLEASE 

OR $288/MO WITH $2,990 DOWN 

MOST FUEL EFFICIENT 
VEHICLE IN ITS CLASS 

FOR 
60MONTHS 

LEASE IT FOR ONLY 

$358/36"00R 0% PURCHASE • FINANCING 

eogine 
Horsepower 
Torque 
Fuel Ecooomy City,\iwy 

WITH $4,990 DOWN UP TO 48 MONTHS Max Towing 6500 lb 
Autotrac- Automatic 4WO STO 
Locking Rear Differential STD 
Dual Zone Air Conditioning STD 

LEASE IT FOR ONLY OWN IT FOR ONLY 

S178/48MOOR $16 488 
WITH $1,69000WN CASH,UACHASE 

0% PURCHASE 
OR FINANCING 

up to 36 months 

2.0L DOHC ENGINE • Power Locks and Front Windows (sedan only) • CD Stereo • 4 Wheel Disc Brakes 
• 5yr/100,000km Powertrain Warranty with 0 Deductible 

O%PURCHASE 
OR FINANCING 

upto36months 

STANDARD HP 145 
CD PlAYER STO 
STANDARD WHEELS 15' 
ELECTRIC PO/lEA STEERING STD 
VARIABLE INTERMITIENT WIPERS STO 
AUTOMATIC HEADLAMPS STO 
DRIVER INFO CENTRE STD 
POWER TRACTION RELIABLE 

FEATURES 
145HP ECOTEC ENGINE • 5-SPEED GETRAF MANUAL • CD STEREO 

• DRIVER INFORMATION • CENTRE • 60/40 SPLIT FOLDING REAR SEAT 
• 5 YR/100,000KM POWERTRAIN WARRANTY WITH $0 DEDUCTIBLE 

DAN EASTON BILL SHORTER JERRY DEOL MORGAN HARRISON KEN McLEAN DAVE PEARS JAKE TEUFEL ROB EASTMAN STEVE PAREIGIS ROSS McCAULEY KIM MacCLEAN 
SALES MGR. SALES MGR. SALES SALES SALES SALES SALES SALES SALES SALES BUSINESS MGR. BUSINESS MGR. 

6300Trans Canada Highway, Duncan Sales/Service 250-746-7131 Parts 250-746-4466 DL#8347 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 



'03 CADILLAC CTS V-6 
Loaded, Leather, Moonroof, GTC, 

Low km's. Stk. #JO/OOA 

$38,995 
a _a 

'94 FORD T -BIRD 
2DR, CPE, V-6, Auto, Low km's 

Stk. #38997 A 

~~$5,725 

·~~...-..-· 

Chevrolet Impala 
• Chevrolet Silverado 
• Buick Century 
• Buick LeSabre 

'00 CHRYSLER NEON LG 
4DR, 5-SP, Mags, 

Low km's 

~~$8,750 

-~lilbiJ.i"-........ C-~~ 
-·:· ' - .,.. -.-- ,, .. ;;:;, .. · .~-· rP''?: ....... ... 

~ ;;.,, 
. ' v .. ,. 
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'02 FORD TRANS SE SEDAN 
V-6, Very Clean 
Stk. #02535B 

$12,995 

98 CHEVY MALIBU LS 
Auto, Leather Int., Mags, CD, 

Air Conditioning 

$10.995 

'92 JEEP TJ 
Soft-top, 4 CyL, 5-Sp 

Stk. #45489A 

$11,995 

'02 CHEVY SILVERADO SHORTBOX 
4x4, 5.3L, V-8, 
Low low km's 

'94 CHEVY ASTRO EXTENDED VAN 

'01 FORD FOCUS "ZTS" 
4DR, Auto, Leather Int., Mags, CD, 

16" Wheels. Stk. #11873B 

$12,995 

'03 CHEVY VENTURE VAN SWB 
Stk. #83392A 

6,777 

• Pontiac Grand Am 
• Chevrolet Monte Carlo 
• Chevrolet Cavalier 
• Chevrolet 15 Pass. Van 
• Buick Rendezvous 

CHEVROLET 
• Pontiac Montana Van 
• Pontiac Grand Prix 

1990 CHEVY LUMINA '01 PONTIAC SUNFIRE '04 CADILLAC ESCALADE 
4DR, V-6. Stk. #02570B 4DR, SON, Auto, CD. Stk. Full Factory Options incl. DVD 
sa 995 #74286A Entertainment, Chrome Rims?, 

' sa 995 Moonroof, etc. Stk. #02543A 
'00 CHEVY CAVALIER LS ' S69 995 
Loaded, 4DR, SON, Power '02 CHEVY CAVALIER ' 
Group, Air Conditioning. Stk. 4 dr sdn,5-SP. Stk. #74622A '03 PONTIAC MONTANA 
#02588A S9,995 EXTENDED VAN 
s9,995 , Nicely Equipped with co, Air 
'03 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 04 CHEVY CAVALIER Conditioning, Mags. 

50~ with ~DR, CPE, 5-SP. Stk. #98077 A Stk. #02598B 

Le~ Mags, Very 11 ,495 S20,995 

~15,9SS1374A ~~T~=g~ TRAILBLAZER '02 CHEVY S-10 
'02 CHEVY CAVELIER 7 Passenger co Mags 4x4 6 EXTENDED CAB 
4

dr sdn 5-sp Cyl., 275 H.P. Stk. #0251413, 4x4, LS, V-6 Stk. #03523A 
Stk: #24S16A,. S29,995 Reduced S21, 750 
s9,995 '98 NISSAN QUEST '03 CHEVY S-10 
'01 CHEVY CAVALIER 7 Passenger Van, XE Trim, Low EXTENDED CAB 
4dr, sdn, 5-sp. stk. #53676A km's. Stk. #02528B 4x4, LS, V-6. Stk. #20313A 

S8,495 S11 ,995 Reduced S24,950 

'03 CHEVY S-10 
EXTENDED CAB 
4x4, ZR-2, Off-road Pkg., 
5-SP, Loaded. Stk. #10777A 

S21,995 

'00 CHEVY CAVALIER CPE 
Z-24, 5-SP, Loaded, Very Clean 
Stk. #65830B 

S9,995 

'04 CHEVY CAVALIER 
4drsdn,LS,Loaded, Power 
Group, CD, Air Conditioning, Auto 
Stk. #02569A 

S13,935 

'05 PONTIAC SUNFIRE CPE 
5-SP, CD, only 5,000 km's 
Stk. #02561 B 

S10,995 

DAN EASTON BILL SHORTER STEVE JERRY DEOL MORGAN HARRISON KEN McLEAN DAVE PEARS JAKE TEUFEL ROB EASTMAN STEVE PAREIGIS ROSS McCAULEY KIM MacCLEAN 
SALES MGR. SALES MGR. SALES SALES SALES SALES SALES SALES SALES SALES BUSINESS MGR. BUSINESS MGR. 

6300Trans Canada His:Jhway, Duncan Sales/Service 250-746-7131 Parts 250-746-4466 DL#B347 

40AY9 
ONLY! 
Sale Ends 
Saturday, 
March 19, 
2005 
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BC Hydro's purpose is to supply reliable powe( at low cost for generations to come. Meeting that challenge presents 

all of us with choices and requires us to make some important decisions, together. Through our Integrated Electricity 
' 

Planning process, we're developing options to meet the province's growing energy needs. With your involvement, 

this plan will ensure that the resources we inherited will be just as valuable to our children. 

WHAT BC HYDRO IS DOING 

TO ENSURE RELIABLE POWER 
Our job is to deliver a non-stop supply of power. For our 

customers, reliability means that their homes and businesses 

are able to operate without interruptions by outages. So we're 

planning ahead to make sure enough power generation is 

available in B.C. to meet all of the province's energy needs. 

To do that, we need to examine all of the generation 

options available and to work with our customers to better 

understand their reliability needs. We're also targeting our 

maintenance and investments on those parts of our system 

that most need improvement. 

WHAT BC HYDRO IS DOING 

TO ENSURE LOW-COST -POWER 
British Columbians enjoy the third-lowest electricity rates 

in North America. Our plan is to maintain that competitive 

advantage, by promoting Power Smart as an important 

and cost-effective part of the solution. By buying energy 

from independent producers through open and competitive 

processes. By making the most of electricity trading 

opportunities and constantly searching for better and 

more efficient ways of doing what we do. 

WHAT BC HYDRO IS DOING TO ENSURE 

OUR LEGACY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 
At BC Hydro, our long-term goal is to ensure that we 

minimize our impact on the environment. For example, 

we have low greenhouse gas emissions. We have made 

a commitment to meet half of B.C.'s new energy needs 

through clean generation sources. We work constructively 

with communities on water use and other conservation 

plans. Our Power Smart conservation initiative leads the 

world in promoting reduced consumption. Naturally, we 

can do even more. And we intend to. 

RELIABLE POWER 
THE CHOICES WE FACE TOGETHER 

We believe that B.C. should be energy self-sufficient and 

that our plan to invest in greater reliability is a good one. 

Demand for electricity continues to grow at roughly 2% 

every year. To be energy self-sufficient and to meet our 

rising demand, we have to make some choices and 

decisions together. We'd like to hear your thoughts. 

LOW-COST POWER 

THE CHOICES WE FACE TOGETHER 
We need to decide together what type of energy we want 

to use to generate electricity. New energy resources can 

take a long time to become operational - 8 to 10 years 

is not uncommon. Sometimes it's hard to anticipate all of 

the costs associated with 50-year investments, especially 

environmental costs. Are we prepared to invest in more 

expensive clean generation today to avoid other costs 

tomorrow? What generating resources are we willing 

to accept in our communities? 

OUR ENERGY FUTURE 

THE CHOICES WE FACE TOGETHER 
Another long-term goal we've set is to encourage a 

significant and permanent reduction in the amount of 

electricity consumed in B.C. We know we can all consume 

less. Yet a typical B.C. home today uses about 6% more 

electricity than in 1995. If we all reduced our consumption 

by 20% it would reduce the need for new generation 

sources and make a huge contribution to protecting our 

environment. Is that a change we're all prepared to make? 

To find out more about BC Hydro's 2005 Integrated 

Electricity Planning process, please visit our website. 

BC Hydro will also be hosting open houses throughout 

the province. Be sure to watch your focal newspaper, 

or visit our website for details. 

RELIABLE POWER, AT LOW COST, FOR GENERATIONS. 

WWW.BCHYDRO.COM BChgdro 
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More ·letters 
Not sinister 

As a long-time visitor to 
Salt Spring, Bob Simonds 
(March 9 Driftwood letter) 
should be aware of island­
ers' celebrated propensity 
for strong opinions, voiced 
at every opportunity open 
to them. 

The Islands Trust Forum 
held in Nanaimo was one 
such opportunity and just 
about everything was on the 
table. That's not "communis­
tic," Bob, that's democracy. 

Those of us who live here 
know that the Islands Trust 
has been hampered in carry­
ing out its mandate, which is 
seen as protecting the island 
lifestyle (values) and pre­
serving the rural environ­
ment that defines us. 

How to be effective is of 
particular concern to those 
who live on islands, finite 
spaces after all, where stress­
es cause disproportionate 
harm. We look to our provin­
cial government to provide 
the support to our local rep­
resentatives to do the job we 
expect of them. 

To call this a "power grab" 
shows ignorance of our par­
ticular form of governance. 
It also denies the contribu­
tions of widely diverging 
opinions represented there, 
which included business­
men, ferry and provincial 
ministry officials too. 

We are saying, "Hold on a 
minute. Why don't we think 
about that for a while? Slow 
down a bit, think of the con­
sequences." 

Mr. Simonds' overwrought 
language stands in stark 
contrast to the focussed and 
earnest demeanor of those 
attending. 

There was no "debauch­
ing" (we should be so lucky). 
Islands Trust Council chair 

David Essig was right to feel 
empowered by the show of 
support for more tools to do 
the job. 

There are those among us 
who quail at the provincial 
government's vow to increase 
tourism by 20 per cent. 

Personally, I deplore the 
world-wide trend to substi­
tute tourism for a real econ­
omy based on real needs. 
It makes of us a commod­
ity and our island homes a 
theme park. 

How to build a framework 
which maintains a sustain­
able future for the people 
who live here is what we are 
all about and there is cer­
tainly nothing sinister about 
that. 
RUTH TARASOFF, 
Dukes Road 

Come back 
It was disheartening to 

read Bob Simonds' letter in 
the March 9 Driftwood. 

I apologize for all the nar­
row-minded, bigoted and just 
plain blind people who have 
not been American-friendly 
(or any other group-friendly) 
to tourists on Salt Spring. 

On my street alone there 
are two homes owned by 
Americans. 

They are all really nice 
people. They take care of 
their properties, they pay 
their taxes, they spend some 
of their money helping the 
island economy, they are 
friendly and, best of all, they 
are the kind of people who 
appreciate a place like Salt 
Spring enough to make a 
financial commitment to liv­
ing here. 

These Americans are not 
the ones sitting in Washing­
ton making political deci­
sions. They are people just 
like ourselves, with simi-

Easter SundC9 Brunch 
Reserve now for our annual Easter Brunch 
Buffet, featuring our Chefs wide selection 
of hot and cold entrees, delectable desserts 
and elegant entertainment by Joe Moore 
on the piano. 

lar values, seeking a lovely 
place to live in for as much 
of the year as governments 
will allow, or coming here 
for vacations. 

In fact, I believe that it 
is to the advantage of the 
island that we have part-tirne 
residents. Part-time resi­
dents pay their full share of 
taxes, but use less than their 
share of utilities. In other 
word, they maximize the tax 
intake and minimize the tax 
burden. 

Generally they live in 
homes that people struggling 
to buy their first home would 
not be purchasing, so no one 
can blame them for taking 
away opportunities for home 
ownership. 

They make really good 
neighbours, and in a com­
munity that says it is devoted 
to human rights, they should 
be accorded the same wel­
come as anyone else. 

Other Americans, as well 
as people from a variety 
of countries and Canadian 
provinces come here to vaca­
tion. We would be idiots not 
to love the fact that they do 
this. What greater compli­
ment can we be paid than to 
have people want to return to 
our beautiful island? 

So, on behalf of what is 
surely the majority of Salt 
Spring residents, I want to 
apologize for any boorish­
ness Mr. Simonds may have 
encountered last summer. 

As for the Islands Trust 
forum in Nanaimo- well, 
he might consider doing 
what a lot of others prob­
ably do - try to ignore any 
craziness that some hotheads 
might express at meetings. 

I don't know exactly what 
transpired, and neither does 
Mr. Simonds since he really 

AMICA AT 

BEECHWOOD VILLAGE 

2315 Mills Road 

Sidney, BC 

250.655·0849 

Full service rental 
retirement suites 

Elegant dining 

Wellness & Vitality'" 
fitness programs 

w w w. am 1 ca. c a A lVLLLNLSS & VJ'IAU 1 Y ·· RESIDF:\CE 

only has the report of some­
one else who attended the 
forum, but generally in these 
parts there will be off-the­
wall opinions expressed in 
gatherings. 

If you had lived here for 
five and a half years, as I have 
done, and had been reading 
the Driftwood letters to the 
editor on a regular basis, 
then you would realize that 
just as we are a top site for 
intelligence and creativity, 
we seem to be well endowed 
with the most originally 
illogical, even mad, thinking 
one could encounter. 

It is possible, because peo­
ple feel rather free here, that 
the lunatic fringe is just less 
silent around here. 

Mr. Simonds, if you love 
the island, do come back. 
Most of us will be glad that 
you have, even if we don't 
have an opportunity to say so 
to your face. 
TOBY FOUKS, 
Salt Spring 

• 20 words 

tax•talk 
a public service of H&R Block , 

Q. I am a single parent, living alone. I pay my 
mother $50 per week to look after my two­
year-old son while I am at work. Can I claim 
anything for this? . 

A. Yes. You can claim child care expense 
payments made to a relative (except a legal 
or common-law spouse or other parent of the 
child) so long as he or she is 18 or over. The 
maximum amount you can claim for a child 
under 7 is the least of the following three 
amounts: $7,000, the amount you actually 
spent, or two-thirds of your earned-income. 

If the child is disabled, the maximum dollar 
limit is $10,000. 

Above Barb's Buns 
SA-121 McPhillips Ave. 

CALL 538·0919 
Drop by for a discussion on taxes 
and a cup of coffee. 

H&R BLOCK 

•1 vehicle per ad 
• Pre-paid, non-refundable 
• Private party 
• Maximum 8 weeks 

537·9933 [fj[ll] 

School District #64 (Gulf Islands) 

Re: Consideration of Local School Calendar Option for 2005/06 
Notice of Consultation and Meetings 

The Board of School District #64 (Gulf Islands) implemented the Four-Day . 
Week based on a two-year financial plan resulting from enrollment decline 
and changes to the funding formula. Ongoing review indicates that programs 
are being maintained and cost savings are being realized. As the financial 
shortfall continues the Board is again considering school calendar changes for 
2005/2006. 

We are inviting you to be part of a consultation process to provide feedback. 
Considering all the options already explored when faced with this dilemma last 
year, is there anything else regarding our budget that we could explore that 
would be feasible, meet the constraints we deal with, and meet the needs of our 
students. 

Opportunities to provide feedback and to engage in the consultation processes 
include: 

• Email through www.sd64.bc.ca - click on "Local School Calendar (Notice of 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Motion)"; 

Individual written submissions addressed to the Board of School Trustees, 
through Dawne Fennell, Executive Assistant; 

SchooVcommunity consultation meetings: 
April 4 Mayne Island Elementary/Jr. Secondary School 
April 5 Saturna Elementary School 

Galiano Community School 
April 6 Pender Islands Elementary Secondary School · 
April 7 Salt Spring Island schools and community (at GISS) 
April 7 School District employees 
April 7 Salt Spring Island schools & community (at GISS) 

5:30p.m. 
8:30a.m. 
4:30p.m. 
6:00p.m. 
7:00p.m. 
4:30p.m. 
7:00p.m. 

Representation through formal submissions made by partner groups including 
the Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils, Principal and Vice Principals' 
Association, Canadian Union of Public Employees Local 788, and the Gulf 
Islands Teachers' Association; 

Public Meeting of the Board of School Trustees - April 13 at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School at 1 :00 p.m. At this meeting the Board will make a decision 
on whether or not to adopt the local school calendar for 2005/06. 
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Thai 
exchange 
planned 

Earth Track Education is 
hosting a cultural exchange 
and wilderness study pro­
gram in April. 

Nineteen students and 
three teachers will spend 
three and a half weeks in 
the Gulf Islands, with some 
staying on Salt Spring and 
others on Galiano Island. 

Two-day programs will 
take place at Salt Spring 
Centre School, the middle 
school and Queen Marga­
ret's, and with homeschool­
ers on Salt Spring. 

• Hotel and 
Re5taurant 5upplie5 

• Septic tank pumJHiutS 
• Electronic tank-locating 

"The focus of all our pro­
grams will be to allow the 
Canadian and Thai students 
to discover what is different 
and similar in their cultures 
and where those differences 
and similarities come from 
by looking at the environ­
ment, history, beliefs, flora 
and fauna of the respective 
regions," said David Krieger 
of Earth Track. 

• Ho5pitality Amenitie5 
• Inspections, repairs • Cleaning 5upplie5 and 

Janitorial Equipment • Emergency service 

• Commercial Paper 
and packaging 

WE WELCOME VISA • MASTERCARD 
• AMERICAN EXPRESS 

PH: 653-4013 
Two host families are still 

needed -- one for a 13-
year-old boy and one for a 
teacher. Contact Tashmyra 
on Galiano Island at 539-
9866 for more information 
or to help. 

• Vacuum Equipment. 
a.d~~' 

Call Jeremy at 

Every Echo product is certified under the new CEPA 
2005 Standard and every Echo is certified at the 

maximum 300·hour EDP (Engine Durability Period). 

SALT SPRING SMALL ENGINES 
Murray Parr 

202 Fulford·Ganges Rd. 537 ·4212 

IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

When: March 2 to March 30, 2005 

Where: Southern Gulf Islands, Gabriola Island, 
Thetis Island and Mudge Island 

The snowstorm of this past winter has required us to do some 
vegetation management work that is beyond our regularly 
scheduled preventative maintenance work. We'll be doing some tree 
pruning and removal on the Gulf Islands over the next couple of 
months. We need to do this work to ensure your safety and to 
make sure your electric service remains reliable. 

Hazard trees are a major cause of accidents involving power lines. 
They are also by far the most common cause of power interruptions. 
Unhealthy trees become a hazard when they are no longer stable. 
Unstable trees may fall onto power lines, endangering people and 
animals. Even healthy trees become hazardous when they grow into 
power lines. Healthy trees can simply be pruned, but trees with 
inner rot need to be completely removed. 

Any trees that are removed will be recycled as wood chips, firewood 
or raw logs. 

If you have trees on your property that concern you with regards to 
proximity to power lines, please do not hesitate to call us to discuss 
their pruning or removal. 

For more information, please contact Judy Hopewell at 
250 755-4792 in our regional vegetation maintenance office. 

o3os-J>s . --~---~-B_C hydro 

Name: GARY LEMARCHANT 
537/538/653: 537 
Occupation(s): Crab fisherman . 
Hobbies: Selling crab. 
Favourite people: Crab custom­
ers. 

Favourite read: How to catch 
crab. 
Best thing about SSI: Palm 
trees. 
Worst thing about SSI: N/A 
Best place to kiss on SSI?: 222 
Victoria Street. 

B DERRICK'S 

~ISLAND PICS 

Women's groups and elders 
honoured at March 8 event 

Some 90 women packed 
the ArtSpring gallery on 
March 8 to mark Interna­
tional Women's Day (IWD) 
2005 with accolades and 
song. 

This year the IWD plan~ 
ning committee decided to 
honour Salt Spring's numer­
ous women's groups and 
their "elders." 

Participating groups were 
invited to nominate women 
for special mention as 
elders. 

"I think people really got 
into the spirit of it and had 
a good time," said commit­
tee member Patricia Flan­
nagan. 

Nominees included Dor­
othy Drubek for the Rag­
ing Grannies; Sue Mouat, 
Gwen and Lotus Ruckle, 
Kay Booth and Nita Brown 
for the hospital auxiliary; 
Evelyn Lee, Gladys Slingsby 
and Val Gyves for the South 
Salt Spring Women 's Insti­
tute; Melinda Okulitch for 
the Cancer Support Group; 

Gwen Temme} for the Girl 
Guides; and Mary lynn Heth­
erington for the Salt Spring 
Madhatters. 

Unfortunately, SWOVA's 
nominee -- Lorna Cam­
maert -- could not attend 
the function because her car 
broke down in Duncan that 
day. 

"Many people commented 
on how impressed they were 
with the long-term contribu­
tions of the women," said 
Flannagan. 

Singer Lisa Maxx per­
formed one of her spirited 
compositions, Women of 
Note brought an internation­
al flavour to the evening and 
the Raging Grannies did a 
funny song called Adam's 
Rib. 

The event concluded with 
everyone singing the inspi­
rational anthem Bread and 
Roses. 

Participating groups 
were SWOVA, Lady Minto 
Hospital Auxiliary, United 

Super Strong Woven Plastic 
• Greenhouses • Woodpiles (any size) 
• Fish Ponds • Storage & other uses 

Clear or Solid Colour Choice 
1 0-20-30-40 ft widths X any length 

TOUGH-DURABLE-LONGL~E 

For Pricing & Samples Call or Fax 537-4696 

ISLAND RESIDENTIAL AWNINGS 

Church Women - Ganges, 
Transition House, South 
Salt Spring Women's Insti­
tute, Daughters of the Nile, 
Raging Grannies, Catho­
lic Women's League, Salt 
Spring Madhatters, United 
Church Women- Burgoyne, 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Women 's Auxiliary, Wom­
en's Cancer Support Group, 
Girl Guides of Canada, 
Women of Note, H.M.S. 
Ganges Chapter lODE, 
Voice of Women, SEALS, 
Educating Girls in Africa 
and the Canadian Federa­
tion of University Women 
Salt Spring chapter. 

Beautiful carnations given 
to the women were donated 
by Thrifty Foods, and Love 
My Kitchen helped out as 
well. 

Flannagan, Jean Elder and 
Victoria Olchowecki were 
eventMCs. 

International Women's 
Day has been celebrated on 
March 8 every year since 
1977. 

Quality 
Doesn't Cost ••• ., , 

... 1 pays. 
Fine cookware & accessories. 

Available at 

Love MY...fitrJJ!il 
':7 ~L..---::--......s.-~ 

140 Fulford Ganges 
537·5882 
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~Robin 
~Hood 

FRESH 4 98 Pork Tenderloin 10o98kgoooooooooooooooooo I nb 

s~:~:~~b~A~~7kg oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 3 I 98nb 
SCHNEIDER'S REGULAR OR 
COUNTRY MAPLE 3 98 
Sliced Side Bacon soog pkg 000000000 1 

FRESH BULK 1 98 I FRESH CUT INTO CHOPS 

Garlic Coil Sausage 4°37kgooooooooo I nb ~~~:~!~~n50~:~ ................ 2.38nb 

GOLD SEAL KRAFT 

Sockeye 411 0 00 Salmon 213g tin. 1 ::~~~~1kgjar . o .oo oo oo o ooo. 3l 75 
AYLMER 99¢ 
Tomatoes 796mL tin 

WATERBRIDGE 1 47 
Jam 37SmL jar oo .... o .. oo· 1 

I.CSSJIZS.c as :::.11 

/h;a·/frff _., ~ 
~f!J«a. ~..11l~•i•,~• ~a 

FRESH FRYING 

CHICKEN 
BREAST 

4.81 kg 

CENTRE CUT 

Loin ............................ 3. 28nb 

Unico fi'1Pi?lil£j @eiiiih a a a • g~z1'l:.l~~ 

[)~ I"'NABI§.~JJI ~ampld/i 

~'~ -fJII3 u~ PEPSI ........ 13 SCOlT 

NIAGARA • 69¢ 
Orange Jutce 341mL tin .o ...... o • 

SWANSON 2 69 
TV Dinner 2ao-33ag pkg. . . . . . . . . . .. . • 

!ILL 

M:in~tce ,ftJIZGIIII 
Malld. .JI'WI' 

-Unico 
Beans 

540ml tin 

s~~~:ch 300g pkg . . . . . . . . 1 .19 
ISLAND FARMS 2 97 
Cream Cheese 2sog pkg .. . . . . • 

iii iii !! !! I 

Gold Seal :: Sc•N••o•,s P~ 
~~~~I ,:;. ~ 
~ • r»t .. ~ 1!1 ~ 

Dole 
Pineapple 
398ml tin 

Cloverleaf 
Chunk or Flaked 

Light Tuna 
170g tin 

Kraft 
Salad 

Dressing 
475ml btl 

KRAFT SINGL'ES 6 99 
Cheese Slices 1kg pkg ·· ···· ·· o· • CRh~ez Whiz tkg jar .... .. . .. 6 • 99 
ISLAND FARMS 
Multipack - 12x125g pkg ... 5 • 97 ROSENBERG DANISH 2 29 

Brie or Camembert 12sg pkg....... • 

I II!! Iiiii -111111!1 & a 

Roger's 
White Sugar 

10kg bag 

:>. 

r 
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ATTENTION 
Victims of January 2005 Extreme Weather 

Victims of the recent January extreme weather (ice jams, flooding, landslides, mudslides) may be 
eligible for financial support under British Columbia's Disaster Financial Assistance Program. 

Assistance is available to qualifying homeowners, residential tenants, small businesses, farm owners, 
charitable organizations and local government bodies that incurred more than $1 ,000 of uninsurable 
damage during the period January 17 to January 31, 2005, and that are situated within the geographic 
boundaries of the following regional districts: 

• Capital • Cariboo 
• Central Kootenay • Columbia - Shuswap 
• Comox - Strathcona • Cowichan Valley 
• East Kootenay • Fraser Valley 
• Fraser - Fort George • Nanaimo 
• Greater Vancouver • Squamish - Lillooet 
• Okanagan - Similkameen • Thompson - Nicola 
• Sunshine Coast 

Assistance is limited to providing 80 per cent of allowable items that are considered essential to a home, 
livelihood or community service, for the portion of the claim that exceeds $1 ,000. 

To initiate an application for financial assistance, claimants must complete and return an Intent to Claim 
form. Intent to Claim forms are available for downloading from the Provincial Emergency Program 
(PEP) website at: www.pep.bc.ca, from Government Agent offices, municipal government halls, or by 
calling PEP toll-free, at 1 888 257-4777. 

Forms should be submitted as soon as possible but no later than May 25, 2005, to: 

Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General 
Provincial Emergency Program 
PO Box 9201 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC V8W 9J1 
Fax: 250 952-5542 
Toll-Free Phone: 1 888 257-47n 

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

~ ~~:;;:g~~:~:~w 

Women in Business 
Gala Event 

Joyce Carlson will tell a compelling story as 
guest speaker at the Gala Event. Known to 
many Salt Springers, she was publisher of the 
Driftwood from 1989 to 1995. She returned 
to her hometown and launched a brand-new 
newspaper, The Powell River Peak. 
A community activist, successful entrepreneur, 
mother and grandmother, she has met with 
Prime Ministers and Premiers from across 
Canada. She is chair of the Ayjoomixw Spirit of 
Community Committee that is ensuring Powell 
River benefits from the 201 0 Olympics. She 
chairs her Rotary Centennial Committee and is 
vice president of United Way. 

She returns to Salt Spring to address the 
Women in Business Gala, a speech you 
won't want to miss. 

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960 

537-99 

'nlursday, April14 
5to 7pm 

Harbour House 
·Enjoy wine 

8t appetizers 
· Network · Music 
· Guest Speaker 
·Draws 

Non-profit 
groups featured: 

- SPCA 
- TRANSITION HOUSE 

Our partners: 

Harbour House Hotel 

Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce 

Salt Spring Island 

C:HAMRF.R OF rOMMli__U 

WEED: 
Ingrid 
Vopel 

and Brian 
Pharis 

examine 
burweed, 

which is 
invading 

Ruckle 
Park. 

Island­
ers are 
invited 
to help 

elimi­
nate the 
weed in 
a "blitz" 

effort this 
weekend. 

Photo by 
Derrock Lundy 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Botanists start 
Burweed Blitz 

This weekend's Burweed 
Blitz opens Friday night with 
a talk from the botanist who 
discovered the plant's inva­
sion at Ruckle Park. 

During a 1996 visit to Salt 
Spring, Adolf Ceska found 
carpet burweed in the camp­
ground area in the park and 
has since worked tirelessly 
to get rid of it. 

Ceska and his wife Oluna 
speak at Beaver Point Hall 
at 7 p.m. 

The Ceskas will look at 
the impact of invasive spe­
cies on endangered ecosys­
tems. 

Adolf Ceska is known for 
his work in inventorying 
rare and endangered spe­
cies in Garry Oak meadows. 
Oluna Ceska specializes in 
fungi and also does botany­
related contracts. 

Other Friday speakers 
will be Briony Penn, Jean 
Brouard and Kathy Reimer. 

The Burweed Blitz, which 
sees people manually remove 
carpet burweed, takes place 
Saturday and Sunday, March 

19-20 at Ruckle Park camp­
ground. 

Parking is free ·and for 
every bag ofburweed picked, 
Salt Spring Coffee Co. is 
donating a free coffee. 

The free event runs from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days. 

Pickers are advised to 
bring something to kneel on. 

The small winter annual 
originally from South Amer­
ica is now growing at the 
park campground. 

"It will start to :flower in a 
couple of weeks and by late 
spring will have set seeds in a 
burr with very sharp thorns," 
said. Nora Layard of Friends 
of Salt Spring Parks. "It out­
competes our native plants 
and threatens several endan­
gered species found in the 
park, especially the Macoun's 
Meadowfoam, a plant that 
likes similar habitat." 

Fulford Community 
Nature School students are 
also set to pick burweed on 
Thursday. 

For information, call 537-
2158. 

00 eLcome Y!;vacy 

The Gulf Islands Driftwood announces that long-time 
Salt Spring resident Tracy Stibbards has joined the 
advertising sales staff at the newspaper. 
Tracy will be responsible for assisting local businesses 
with their advertising plans in The Driftwood and its 
special sections, said publisher Penny Sakamoto. 
A Gulf Islands Secondary School graduate, Tracy has 
lived on Salt Spring for 35 years and has a diploma 
in Visual Arts from Camosun College in Victoria. She 
joined The Driftwood a year ago on a part-time basis 
selling special projects and moved into the full-time 
position on March I . 
Tracy has two sons, Taylor and Ethan. She enjoys 
photography and reading and considers herself a 
"jacqueline of all trades". 

Welcome Tracy! 

Ph. 537-9933 
--.... :1 ........ !L.I..--...1.,.,&;\--•• I.C-1--~- ---"" 
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Congatulations ro our Winners: 

We love pets and it's clear from the success of the Driftwood's Second Annual Pet 
Hall of Fame that you do, too- over 60 photos were submitted. Our goal was to 

honour the family pet in its many forms and assist the SPCA in getting their message 
to the public. 

Thanks to all who participated. 
Winners can contact The Driftwood 
for their prize. Pick up photos by March 31. 

SCOOTER 
Owner: 
Thea 

McCormick 
"Just hanging 

around:' 

• No more "doggie" smell 
• Healthier skin & coat 
• Weight control 
• Less tartar build-up 
• Relief from ear infections, arthritis and allergies 
• Helps prevent diabetes & thyroid conditions 
• Increased energy 
• Less backyard clean-up 
• A happier best friend 

NYIKA 
Owner: Sam Sydneysmith 

"Joie de vive:' 

TOBY 
Owner: Stella Bruce 

'When I brush him he covers me in drool!" 

• Obesity, urinary crystals, excessive 
tartar, diabetes, and irritable bowel 
disease are preventable! 

• A lustrous coat, healthy skin, and a well muscled, sleek body 
are natural! 

• A healthy cat is vibrant and active, and has a strong immune 
system. 

• Less litterbox clean-up and fewer hairballs will be your bonus. 
• Embrace a new relationship with your cat! 

• 

Made locally, sold globally. Available at Foxglove. 
Know Better Pet Food 

{250) 537-8717 or toll free 1-866-922-6463 
www. knowbetterdogfood .com D www. fel i nefutu re.com 

BANDIT 
Owner: Kathy and Dave Thomas 

"My baby:' 

CRITTER 
Owners: 

Drs. David 
MacDonald& 
Sacha Edgell 

"Dr." Critter 
-always willing 
to help out at 
the vet clinic. 

~IMCH 

• No artificial colourings or preservatives 
• 1 OOo/o complete nutrition 
• Special needs formulas 
• 1 OOo/o satisfaction guaranteed 
• Priced comparably with store brands 

Grooming Aids: 
• Shampoos & conditioners 

- Normal, problem, flea & tick control 
- Hypo allergenic 
- Environmentally safe/biodegradable 
- 100% natural/organic/therapeutic botanicals 

Gulf Islands Pet 

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR 
JANINE PETERSON 

653-2095 
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PUDDER 
Owners: Kishori & Brian Hutchings 

CLAIM: Loves walks and play­
ing Kong. Thinks she's a 50 lb. 
lap dog. Knows how to shake 

both paws. Can sit and lie down. 
Catches treats from 4-5 feet away. 

Loves raw carrots. 

JAMIE 
Owner: Margaret Hodges 

CLAIM: Most outstanding quality 
is his friendliness - loves every 

person and every deg. 

TAZMERE 
Owners: Mike & Darlene Valcourt 
CLAIM: Tazmere thinks that she 
is a big dog and is a great chick 

magnet. 

ROSIE 

SHADOW 
Owner: 

Brian Holshoe 
CLAIM: He's 

always ready for an 
adventure! 

CHANCE 
Owner: Lynn Demers 

CLAIM: Loves to eat and sleep. 
Owner: Tracey McCormick 

CLAIM: Farm Boy. 

Pets to Adopt: 
Can anyone help me? My name 
is Hamish and although I am 
quite handsome, my luck lately 
has been terrible. I am a pretty 
chill guy full of pizzaz. I even 
get along with dogs. I'm looking 
for that special home to call my 

I'm Chico. A young mellow boy 
with a displaced soul. I was 
abandoned on the streets of 
Salt Spring several years earlier 
only to end up at the cat shelter. 
I'd love to try at love again. 
Please consider coming to meet 
me. 

Sam's the name and Sad's the 
Day. This is my 2nd arrival 
at the cat shelter and I am 
beginning to grow hopeless. I 
am very loving and a happy guy 
to have around. All I am looking 
for is a place to call home and 

::::~=-~:~h:a;ng:.;m~y:hat. 

SPIRIT 
Owner: 

Sandy McNeil 
CLAIM: Spirit 
lives with three 
cats and loves 
snow. Spirit -

Santa's Helper! 

PEEBO 
Owner: John Paul 

CLAIM: A smashing wee dog and 
a great golfer. 

SCAPA 
Owner: Steph Maskell 
CLAIM: Coffee lover. 

ALISTAIR 
Owner: Caroline Hickman 

CLAIM: The little donkey that 
could ... ready to perform his 
community service. Alistair is 

20 years young. Donkeys live for 
donkey's years! 

BAYLI 
Owner: Jean Stewart 

CLAIM: Hates rain, won't walk 
through puddles. Asks to be 
picked up. A great little back 

warmer. Snores. 

SUKI 
Owner: Lainey Mclellan 

CLAIM: Loves playing police dog 
keeping the resident cats in line. 

A little miss busy body. 

DONAVAN 
Owner: Mel & Lorraine Topping 
CLAIM: He likes to lie around. 

v'Volunteers to help 
fundraise and take 
care of Shelter 
business 

v'Cat Food 
{especially wet}. 

v'Foster homes for 
Special Animals. 

v'Gift Certificates 
from Foxglove, 
the Gulf Island Vet 
Clinic or Salt Spring 
Veterinary Services. 

v'Computer paper or a 
fairly new printer. 

v'That _you say "Put it 
on 48, please", 
at Thrifty's and 
The Local." 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
• Walkathon - TBA • Garage Sale - spring 
• Auction in October · • Raffle ideas welcome 
• Rabbit Sunday - coming soon 
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AIDAN 
Owners: Rick & Sharon MacKinnon 

CLAIM: Loves boating, eating, running, 
and helping in the kitchen! 

PIA 
Owners: Melissa Dollheiser 

CLAIM: Best pillow hugger/cuddler. 

ASIA 
Owners: Tony & Alice Richards 

CLAIM: My 2-year-old grand-dog Asia, 
a Rotti-Shepherd cross. 

DAWKINS aka DOGGINS 
Ken Maskell 

CLAIM: He's the "Albert Einstein" of dogs. 

LULU 
Owners: G. I. Vet Clinic 

CLAIM: Most maligned. She has a bad 
reputation but is a real sweetie deep down. 

PET HALL OF FAME 

AUTUMN LILY 
Owner: Beth Holshoe 

CLAIM: Sweet as pumpkin pie. 

CHARLEY 
Owner: Baker Beach B&B 

CLAIM: Charley is Baker Beach Cottage's 
ambassador - he will sell his soul for 

a tennis ball! 

TOM 
Owner: Vicki Miller 

CLAIM: World's most cuddly cat! 

SPAZ 
Owners: Mike and Darlene Valcourt 

CLAIM: Spaz loves to bask in the sun. 

GIDGET 
Owner: Thea McCormick 
CLAIM: Pretty loving girl. 

LOLA 
Owner: Lynn Demers 

CLAIM: Loves to give kisses and play. 

TUXEDO 
Owners: Ed and Jean Davis 

CLAIM: Tuxedo does it all: boating, flying, riding and will give you a big sloppy kiss. 

NELLA 
Owner: Larissa Spain 

CLAIM: Great babysitter! 

SERGEANT MAJOR FRITZ THE FIFTH 
(SARGE) 

Owners: George & Cheryl Leukefeld 
CLAIM: Deputy Dog- guards the property 

like he owns it on North Beach. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2005 • AD 

WALTIE "THE BOSS" 
Owner: Sylvia Sikundar 

CLAIM: He loves baths and is very fond 
of food and cookies. He is extremely well 

behaved and very protective. 
;;;:::;::m.w • - ;;_,,: 

BUBBY & AZERI BUMPSTER 
Owner: John W. Lang 

CLAIM: The dogs travel back and forth 
from Prince George to Salt Spring Island. 

They love it here. 

MUGGS 
Owner: David Hallam 

CLAIM: Muggs' tongue is too big 
for his head! 

TIGGY 
Owner: Jean Taylor 

CLAIM: "lfs 12:02 - where's my lunch?" 
Makes his needs known. Loves dogs. 

LIBBY 
Owner: Karen Wolst 

CLAIM: Wherever there is sun, 
Libby will be found - totally relaxed. 
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TESSA 
Owner: Ron Holcroft 

CLAIM: We like our waste paper baskets 
with paper bags. Once she found something 
edible. She has never given hope of another. 

MUFFIN 
Owner: Mike Price 

CLAIM: Music lover! 

THEO 
Owners: Gail Hay & Patrick Larouche 
CLAIM: "Did someone say cookie?" 

PHOEBE 
Owner: Elsie Boswell 

CLAIM: I adopted her from the SPCA. 
She's a Norwegian Forest Cake. 

She loves to be brushed. 

NOOTKA 
Owners: Kathy & Dave Thomas 

CLAIM: Coach potato. 

PET HALL OF FAME 

MAGGIE&BOB 
Owner: Christa Schadt 

CLAIM: Maggie and Bob are going 
to be proud parents to a passel 

of puppies mid-March! 

SADIE 
Owner: K. Preddy 

CLAIM: "Do I know you? Should I bark?" 

ROCKY 
Owner: Maryann Hobbs 

CLAIM:. He does absolutely nothing to 
contribute to his board! 

INDIGO 
Owner: Zak Abramyk 

CLAIM: Loves to play in the water. 

DONAVAN 
Owners: Mel & Lorraine Topping 

- CLAIM: He likes to lie around. 

BAKED ALASKA 
Owner: Kelly Waters 

CLAIM: Had to leave Toronto 'cause the 
heat was on. 

. DUKE 
Owner: Amber Davis 

CLAIM: Loves swimming, running, and 
smooching. 

TESSA 
Owners: Stan and Roberta Shapiro 
CLAIM: Most loved. Even gets ship 

to shore phone calls when 
mum and dad are away. 

BIGLEY 
Owner: Irene Heron 

CLAIM: Loves to swim 
and also likes to sing. 

BRANDY 
Owner: Mardie Banko 

CLAIM: 'Welcome aboard!" 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

RIP 
Owner: Bill Kirby 

CLAIM: Loves to swim. 

BUDDY 
Owner: Samantha Pultke 

CLAIM: Great ball catcher. 

SPUD 
Owner: Van Schetsen 

CLAIM: Spud experiencing a little 
jealousy over the new puppy. 

SAMMY&CLEO 
Owner: Leslie Northey 

CLAIM: Sammy takes. up most of the chair 
when he cuddles up to his little black mum, 

Cleo, for a nap. Yes, he's HER baby! 

PUSS 
Owners: John & Ina Curran 

CLAIM: Puss, the sea-going cat! 

Pr~le; fttu.i~te-Services 1!1111 !111!101 

Sacha Edgell DVM 
David MacDonald DVM 

540 Lower Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island, BC 
V8K 2P6 

Telephone 250 537-5334 
Emergency 250 537-5334 

Fax 250 537-1137 

Specializing in Breeding and Showing 
Arabian Horses 

• John Pringle- (Training, starting young horses) 
• Andrea Pringle- (Certified Coach) 
• Sally Dodds (Apprentice instructor, starting beginner riders) 

I!VI!I 
Fea.t:m~g: An wark, scr.imsha.w, 

Custom lmi'vs, beading, jen11ery, 
Western lea.t.ller warlm a.nd maze! 
370 Stlllfi '!(/.,Salt Spri:Jrg, '.BC 'liS'.(l!!tt4 

(250)JJ8-1846 
'/lJWlll.~ 



SPOR TION 

SAUNDERS 
1784 Island Hwy. Victoria 

Across from J.D.F. Rec Centre 

Toll Free 1-888-898-9911 474-2211 oL5932 

One-Tonne Challenge 

1+1 Government 
of Canada 

Gouvernement 
du Canada 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD.._ WEDNESDAY. MARCH 16,2005 .._PAGE A25 

Peninsula 
grounds 
Dragons 
with loss 

Salt Spring's Division-2 
women Dragons found little 
succor in a 1-0 loss against 
a Div.-3 Peninsula squad 
during Doug Day Cup play 
Sunday. 

"We had two solid scoring 
opportunities," said manag­
er-player Joanne O'Connor. 

"We just didn't have that 
little bit of extra effort that 
would have been needed." · 

BATTLE FOR THE BALL: Salt Spring FC player Chris Langdon is first on the ball 
against Gorge as the local squad battles to a hard-fought 3-3 tie at Portlock Park 
on Saturday. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Striker Liz Wilson had 
a Portlock crowd cheering 
when she made a breakaway, 
beat Peninsula's defend­
ers and the keeper, but she 
missed the net by inches. 

FC TRUMPS RED CARDS "That was a groaner 
because she~ been gun­
ning for a goal all year," 
O'Connor said. Short-handed with two 

penalized players, Salt 
Spring FC made a heroic 3-
3 stand against top-ranked 
Gorge at Portlock Park on 
Saturday. 

"They were shocked. They 
were full on expecting to 
beat us," said FC captain 
Chris Jason. 

Ranked first in Division 1 
with 12 wins, three ties and 
no losses, Gorge defenders 
had only allowed five goals 
all year. 

But Salt Spring led 1-0 at 
the half after Tyler Laitenen 
planted a shot off a well­
placed cross some 15 min­
utes into the match. 

Unfortunately, Chris Jason 
was ejected in the second 

half following a skirmish 
with Gorge players in the 
con1er. Harrison Jason was 
also carded after he spoke 
against the decision. 

"Two red cards were 
handed out in a matter of 
minutes, which knocked us 
down to nine men, which is 
basically impossible," Chris 
Jason said. 

"I had to watch the last 
20 minutes from the park­
ing lot." 

Amazingly, Jeremy Mor­
rison scored a second goal 
only two minutes after FC 
was penalized. 

"It was kind of a shocker 
because we were down two 
men." 

Gorge pressure finally 

wreaked havoc to create a 
3-2lead. 

But with five minutes 
remaining, Laitenen in the 
corner sent a cross to Dion 
Hackett, who headed it to the 
bottom right corner. 

"I felt we should have won 
the game and we would have 
if the officiating was any­
where near where it should 
be." 

The referee never had con­
trol of the game and threat­
ened to cancel the match 
when fans heckled his calls. 

"We're still in the hunt to 
go to the provincials," said 
Jason. 

FC next faces Powell River 
Villa at Portlock Park with a 
2:15p.m. kick-off Sunday. 

Shannon Keys and Jeannie 
Grey both had great games 
in the centre, she said. 

"Jeannie stopped a number 
of shots and Shannon plays 
with such a cool head. She 
never panics and she always 
makes great decisions." 

Madeleine Challies also 
played a strong game on out­
side midfield. 

"She took a lot of balls up 
from our centre and drove 
toward their net." 

The Dragons next play the 
Victoria Athletics over-30 
team for a cup game at the 
lower high school field at 
12:30 p.m. Sunday. 

Every Canadian loves 
a challenge, right? 
On average, each Canadian produces five tonnes of 

greenhouse gases a year. Driving, heating and cooling our homes, 

using appliances ... almost anything we do that uses fossil fuels for 

energy also creates greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. And these 

emissions are causing our climate to change. 

Take the One-Tonne Challenge - reduce your energy use and 

your GHG emissions by 20%, or one tonne. You'll save money, 

and help to protect our climate and our air quality. 

Get your Guide to the One-Tonne Challenge. 

Visit climatechange.gc.ca or call 

1 800 0-Canada (1 800 622-6232), TTY 1 800 465-7735. 

Take action on climate change 

Canada 
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Filling your prescription 
is just the beginning. 

Need information about your prescription? Get it right here. 

SIDNEY PHARMACY LTD. 
656·1168 656·07 44 
2416 Beacon 2425B Bevan 

S~~T SPRJ~ -~ 
Sheet Metal Ltd. G 

ALL I NEED IS THE AIR THAT I BREATHE 
EPA's Total Exposure 
Assessment Methodology 
(TEAM) studies found levels 
of about a dozen common 
or~anic pollutants to be 2 to 
5 ttmes higher inside homes 
than outstde, regardless of 
whether the homes were 
located in rural or highly 
industrial areas. 

ENEREADY™-Heat Recovery Ventilatorsandaccessories (HRV's) 
provide quiet, comfortable and continuous fresh air year-round. 
When properly installed, they can prevent the stuffiness, odours and 
condensation problems of an unventilated home. 
An ENEREADY™ HRV delivers fresh air throughout your home 
while the stale, moist air exhausts outside. 
Inside the HRV, heat in the warm airstream transfers to the cool 

airstream. You benefit from energy savings while keeping the 
air fresh, comfortable and healthy. 
Specialtyfiltersandattractive,easy-to-usecontrolsenhancethe 

performance of your ENEREADYTM HRV to best suit your 
,, .A family's needs. 

• HEATING • VENTILATION • H.R.V:S • FLASHINGS • 
165 Eagle Ridge Drive, Sa~ Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2K9 

UR LADY OF GRACE 
CHURCH 
135 DRAKE RD. 
537-2150 

Holy Thursday N 7pm 
N 3pm Good Friday 

Easter Vigil 
Saturday, 
March 26 
Easter Sunday 

N 7pm 
N lOam & 

12 noon 

Close games mark hoop provincials 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

A local Cinderella story 
had a humble finish when 
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) senior girls 
qualified for B.C.'s AA Bas­
ketball Championships in 
K.amloops last week. 

"We just had an awesome 
time," said Scorpions coach 
Jack Barclay. 

"They played their hearts 
out and had some close 
games." 

Seeded 15th out of96 B.C. 
teams striving for the provin­
cials, GISS players held their 
ground after winning one of 
four games in the four-day 
tournament. 

"It was very inspiring for 
me as a coach to know we 
too could get there if I had 
the right players and if we 
were to practise with more 
intensity and play with more 
intensity," Barclay said. 

Kayla Gromme even 
received an honourable men­
tion trophy among awards 
for valuable players. 

Tourney organizers didn't 

expect to see GISS at the 
event, he said. 

"We were somewhere 
under the radar." 

But GISS senior girls 
created an upset when they 
placed second in the Island 
Championships last month, 
which propelled them to the 
provincials for only the sec­
~ond time in 30 years. 

Unfortunately, a 15th­
place ranking matched them 
against the second-ranked 
Little Flower Academy 
Angels for their first match 
on March9. 

"The chances of us win­
ning were so slight," he said. 

The Scorpions lost by 
73-43 to the eventual final­
ists, which forced them into 
the consolation side of the 
draw. 

"Some of these private­
school teams are like well­
oiled machines." 

The second day of the 
tournament saw the Scor­
pions lose a close match 
against the Steveston Pack­
ers of Richmond by 54-4 7 
on Thursday. 
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Salt Spring Island 

UNITED CHURCH 
(Ill HEREFORDAVE.) 

invites you to join in their 

Palm Sunday, March 20th 

9:15 am: Palm Parade to Centennial 
Park for Joint Service with Anglicans 

10:00 am: Worship at United Church 

Maundy Thursday, March 24th 
7:00 pm: Service of 

Foot Washing and Communion 

Good Friday, March 25th 

10:00 am: Worship Service including 
Chancel Drama 

Easter Sunday, March 27th 

7:00 am: Sunrise Service 
at Centennial Park 

10:00 am: Worship at Church including 
Flowering of the Cross 

"It could have gone either 
way." 

Njcola Temme] led scor­
ing with 13 points against 
the Packers, Becky Ache­
son tripled her three point­
ers for 11 while Gromme 
(six defensive rebounds) and 
Avery Brown (three defen­
sive rebounds and four offen­
sive rebounds) each added 8 
points. 

Friday 's match saw the 
islanders almost catch the 
J.L. Crowe Hawks ofTrail in 
a 51-49 yffort. 

"The team played well 
and the good offence and 
extremely good defence 
could have resulted in a win 
except for an unintentional 
foul during the remaining 
minute in the game." 

Gromme led the team with 
18 points (three three-point­
ers, 8 defensive rebounds and 
five steals) while there was 
very good play by Acheson 
(nine points), Brown (nine 
points) and Eri Yoshikawa 
(5 points, four defensive 
rebounds and four steals), 
he said. 

HIGH 
ROLLERS 

High scores in recent 
bowling league play were: 

Legion League, Thurs., 
March 3: Harald R., 220; 
Ken A., 206; Dan B., 227, 
214,322-763. 

Circus League, Mon. , 
March 7: Owen Benwell, 281 ; 
Don McMahon, 254; Lance 

"By Saturday the Scorpi­
ons were playing their style 
of game," Barclay said. 

While the Little Flower 
Angels lost the final to York 
House 66-38 on Saturday, 
the islanders defeated the 
Prince Rupert Rainmakers 
by 74-32 at the other end of 
the spectrum. 

"This was a nice ending 
for the Grade 12s, who were 
playing their last game." 

Gromme hit three three­
pointers and racked up 20 
points, Temme) collected 15, 
Acheson made 13 and Yoshi­
kawa hit eight. 

The Scorpions appreciated 
support from several donors, 
Barclay noted. 

"Community support was 
overwhelming." 

He will start next season 
with provincial veterans 
Brown, Gromme, Yoshikawa 
and Val Harkema. 

"Now they know the 
expectations and the stan­
dards of a provincial cham­
pionship and they are look­
ing forward to challenging 
themselves to get there." 

Leask,239,207,217-653 . 
Seniors, Tues. , March 8: 

Dan Davies, 203; Rita Dods, 
232; Jim Glenn, 240; Barb 
Howell, 234; Carol Kaye, 
212,213-610. 

Special Olympics, Wed. , 
March 9: Stuart Elliott, 145; 
Terry Swing, 156; Jason New­
port, 175; Gloria Dale, 198. 

Legion League, Thurs., 
March 10: Dennis M., 223 , 
201 ; Ron W., 243-602; Ken 
D.,202. 

Jioly Week and 
easter $en:;ices 

March 20 - Palm Sunday 
9:30am- Liturgy of the Palms 
4:00pm - Passiontide Evensong 

March 24 - Maundy Thursday 
6:15pm- Foot Washing, Eucharist & 

Divesting of the Altar (All Saints') 

March 25 - Good Friday 
12:00 noon- Solemn Watch by the Cross 

(All Saints') 

March 26 - Holy Saturday 
9:30pm -The Great Vigil of Easter 

(All Saints') 

March 27 - Easter Sunday 
9:30am- Holy Eucharist (BAS) at All Saints' 
I O:OOam- Holy Eucharist (BCP) at St. Mark's 
I O:OOam- Holy Eucharist (BAS) at St. Mary's 

THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF 
SALT SPRING ISLAND 
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Warthogs take all six games in Prospect Lake tourney 
• Last weekend the Salt 

Spring Ul 0 boys Warthogs 
soccer team were again on 
the rampage, winning all six 
of their games at the Pros­
pect Lake Soccer Tourna­
ment in Victoria. 

The Warthogs entered two 
teams with Team 2 playing 
on Saturday. They trampled 
Gorge FC 4-2, then the 
Lakehill Jueventas 5-0, and 
Gorge FC 3-1. 

The next day, Team 1 ran 
amuck, disposing of the 
Cowichan Jaguars 5-0, Pen­
insula United 6-1 and the 
Gorge Pythons 3-2. 

Both teams were com­
mended for their tremendous 
commitment and sporting 
attitude since they played 
an extra third game against 
strong teams who had played 
just one or two games on 
the day. 

SOCCER 
KICKS 

The victory over Gorge 
Pythons was particularly 
sweet, as they are the only 
team to have ever beaten the 
Warthogs. 

• Mouat's Ul 0 Salaman­
der girls weathered three 
gruelling games and netted 
a convincing win during the 
Prospect Lake tourney at 
Braefoot Park Saturday. 

A sluggish start saw the 
Salamanders warm up after 
a 6-0 loss against the Juan de 
Fuca Fireballs. 

Despite determined goal­
keeping from Rachel Fraser 
and Maya Darnmel Sherrin, 
the Fireballs were just too 
fierce and well organized for 

the Salt Spring girls. 
But the Salamanders 

returned to the pitch with 
fire in their bellies to melt 
the Gorge Icebergs with a 
3-1 win. 

Kayla Pultke opened scor­
ing with a blistering shot 
after a searing breakaway in 
the first half. 

Tied at the break, Linda 
Herbert then nabbed her first 
goal of the season when she 
crashed the net with Fraser 
and Una Conradi. 

Pultke and Conradi played 
aggressive keepers and 
Hariana Brooks grabbed an 
insurance goal with a rocket 
to end the game. 

Even chances then saw 
Peninsula Typhoon luck win 
out over the Salamanders 
with a 4-0 decision in the 
final match. 

Keepers Herbert and Mae-

gen Bruce made numerous 
saves and the island girls kept 
making strong attacks with 
organized passing by Ruby 
Barnard, Melissa Roach and 
Kimberly Rothwell. 

• The Salt Spring Ul2 
Stinger girls wrapped up 
their season Saturday with 
a tight 3-2 win over Bays 
United. 

The win was the 12th of 
the season for the girls; out 
of 15 league games, they lost 
only one and tied twice. 

Salt Spring got on the 
scoreboard early when Sier­
ra Lundy sent the ball past 
the keeper on a long, low 
shot from the wing. 

Bays rallied back to tie it 
at 1-1, just minutes before 
Lundy got number two on 
a Jody Pringle pass. Bays 
tied it up again near the 
end of the second half, but 

Raiders steal Div. 5 hopes in 4-0 game 
Salt Spring's Division-S men were 

plundered by the Shell Beach Raiders 
during a 4-0 rampage at Portlock Park 
on Sunday. 

"We were just outplayed," said coach­
player Chris Griffiths. 

defence that suffered yesterday." 
The addition of Marlow Hart from 

the U18 team was the highlight of the 
game, said Griffiths. 

"He had lots of energy and he was 
very tenacious going after the ball." 

Griffiths noted that few players 
attended recent practices while the 
team prepared for critical games to 
determine the season outcome (cur­
rently tied for fourth place). 

As top scoring team in the division, 
second-ranked Shell Beach scored 
three goals in a span of 25 minutes in 
the first half, he said. 

Salt Spring was still pumped to equal­
ize in the second half, but the Raiders 
sunk a fourth goal to deflate their hopes 
of advancing to Division 4 next year. 

"It's difficult for a team to function 
well together if they don't practice 
together." 

Div. 5 now has two remaining games 
to schedule. 

"Our midfield didn't have too bad 
of a game. It was our offence and our 

"They are a better team. They will be 
moving up and they deserve it." 

"We look forward to moving up next 
year." 

Local disc golfers take top honours 
A contingent of 11 Salt 

Spring disc golfers made a 
strong showing on the podi­
um at a Duck Golf Tourna­
ment Series event held at the 
Goldstream Eco Lodge on 
Saturday. 

Joah Chlopan won the 
amateur men's division 
wifu a 111 score and Mike 
Boughton tied for second 
(113), Jason Dyck tied for 
fifth (119), Eric Vanderwek-

ken placed seventh (122) and 
Dennis Murray shot a 127. 

After clinching a Duck 
Golf series win among grand 
masters, Ted Hickford tried 
his hand among open pros to 
take third place (108). Scott 
Chapman also played open 
pro with a 126 result. 

Salt Spring was repre­
sented in the grand masters 
by Fritz Arnold (131) and 
Brook Holdack (142), Gor-

don Murphy tied for fifth 
in advanced masters (123) 
and Tanya Van Ginkel shot 
a 140 in the open women 
division. 

Van Ginkel went on to win 
Salt Spring's random doubles 
tournament on Sunday when 
she teamed up with young 
amateur Braeden Simmonds 
to score a 40 (14 under par). 
Chlopan and Gray Railer 
placed second with a 43. 

Full 

Table Service 
now 

@ 5arb5! 

Services and ~enities at 
~ica West Vancouver ... 
• Full service fine dining 
• 24 - hour concierge 

with less than a minute left 
in the game, Grace Morgan 
sent a hard shot at the Bays 
keeper and Lundy put in the 
rebound. 

Both Tilly Morgan and 
Megan Jarman made some 
great saves in net; Kai Fish­
leigh sent a blast from out-

side the box which nailed 
the post and almost went in; 
Pilar Brooks and Liz Fen­
nell also got some good hard · 
shots on goal; while Emily 
Wypkemas, Alex Crandall, 
Christine Villadsen and Sofia 
Damrnel Sherrin made some 
key defensive moves. 

GJ{ut;at (!)cean d}tome 

Opportunity to own ocean view 
property on Salt Spring Island. 
./ Close to Fernwood Beach and St. Marys Lake 
./ Over 650 square feet of decks 
./ 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
./ Oak kitchen cabinets with many built-ins 
./ Tile kitchen countertops and backsplash 
./ Vintage style wood burning stove 
./ Black appliances 
./ Living room fireplace 
./ Family room pellet stove 
./ Carpet, ceramic and terra cotta tile throughout 
./ Rural setting, without isolation, low maintenance 
./ Ten minute drive to town 

Call Kelly today! 
(1-800) 537-1201 
kellyr@saltspring.com 

~~~JIJ. 

Let your retirement lifestyle be a truly 

unique and unforgettable one. 

Arnica at West Vancouver, a pe:rfect 

union ofbeautiful surroundings 

and exceptional service. 

::f<> learn. more about our 

.Undependent and Assisted 

Living suites, amenities and 

services. Call Debbie Birrell 

at (604) 92I.9I8I 

• Daily housekeeping a.nd weekly 
personal laundry seiVJ.ce 

• Private Rose and Crown Pub 
• Beauty salon and corner store 

GET A FLOOR YOU'LL ADORE. End of the Roll brings 
you low prices on a great selection of laminate flooring, 
not to mention vinyl, carpet and more. You'll love our style, 
and our prices will floor you. 

• Wellness & Vitality™ programs • Arnica bus for scheduled outings 

8 MM LAMINATE 12 3 MM LAMINATE LAMINATE TILE 

AMICAAT 

WEST VANCOUVER 

Presentation Centre 

A 
N ., Office Hours: 

$14?. $~ $~ 
REG. $2.49 REG. $3.99 REG. $3.99 

End~~Rall 
Discount Carpet & Floormg 

671 Clyde Ave. ,West Vancouver 

BC, V7T 1C8 

Mon. to Fri.: 
10am- 5pm 

Sat., Sun. 
& Holidays: 
11am-5pm 

5880 York Road, Duncan 
(the corner of York & Beverly next to General Paint) 

604.921-9181 Take it home today! Call: 250-701-9191 
Special financing available OAC. 
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Russ Crouse is proud to recognize each member of his Royal Lepage 
Award-Winning Team of Realtors. Congratulations to all of you! 

DIRECTOR• 
PLAnNUM 

AWARD 

MASTER SALES 

~WA~ 

. ,.. ~ 
SALES ACHIEVEMENT 

~·-~ 

ROYAL LEPAGE 
111111-1111111111111111111111 

SALT SPRING REAL TV 

Myles Wilson Norman Rothwell 

Santy Fuoco JohnCade 

Patti Speed Chris & Darlene Hobbs 

David Duke Carol Fowles 

AT GRACE POINT SQUARE 
#11 01 - 115 Fulford Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T9 
1-888-537-5515 (toll free North America) 
e-mail: realestate@saltspring.com 

Henri Procter Tom Navratil 

Felicity Robinson 

Anne Watson Gil Mouat 


