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A love of 
stone 
Salt Spring's Elizabeth 
Gay turns a passion 
into a stone-painting 
business. Page B6. 
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Weather 
Although there's a 
chance of showers 
today (Wednesday), 
the rain should hold 
off most of the week. 
Possible showers 
again on Saturday. 
Highs to 9 C most 
days; overnight lows 
to 3 C (Thursday). 

Comp 

Development 
pace can be 
addressed 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

The Trust Area won't be 
subject to a development 
moratorium as requested by 
some islanders at a Septem­
ber Trust Council meeting on 
Bowen Island, but last week 
trustees were given "permis­
sion" to consider rezonings 
and other applications at a _ 
slower pace. 

Trustees received a "devel­
opment management options 
list" compiled by Trust staff, 
plus clarification of how 
much consideration trustees 
must legally give to applica­
tions. 

"You can control the rate 
and pacing of development 
applications," said the Trust's 
director of local planning 
services Wayne Quinn dur­
ing council discussions In 
Victoria on Thursday. 

As outlined in the devel­
opment management options 
list, development variance 
permits don't need to be 
issued, and official com­
munity plan (OCP) amend-

ments or rezoning applica­
tions don't have automatic 
rights to proceed after initial 
consideration. 

Local Trust Committees 
(LTCs) can also beef up pro­
cedures to make rezoning 
applicants supply "develop­
ment approval information" 
about anticipated impacts of 
their development on a com­
munity. 

Undertaking "proactive" · 
planning, such as an OCP 
review or intensive study of 
policies on certain issues, 
can also slow things down, 
said Quinn. 

Trustees can even direct 
staff to spend a certain per­
centage of time on long­
range planning rather than 
application processing, he 
said. That would mean advis­
ing rezoning applicants that 
it could take several months 
before a proposal is even 
looked at by staff. 

Gabriola trustee Sheila 
Malcolmson was grateful for 
the message she heard. 

DEVELOPMENT A2 

Oldroyd sued 
By ELLEN YEUNG 
Staff Writer 
First of two parts 

No criminal investigation 
has been launched against 
a former Salt Spring law­
yer who is being sued for 
allegedly taking money from 
three clients' estates valued 
at more-than $4.8 million. 

Jonathan Oldroyd is being 
sued by the executrixes and 
administrator of the estates 

of May Cree Shaw, Charles 
Quentin Wilson and Ruby 
Alton. 

An audit by the Law Soci­
ety of B.C. to trace where the 
money has gone hasn't been 
completed. But law soci­
ety public affairs manager 
Brad Daisley said the audit 
is separate from a criminal 
investigation. 

OLDROYD A4 

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS: Young Devon Quinn sells handmade elfs as he par­
ticipates in the annual last Minute Christmas Craft Fair held Friday to Sunday at 
Mahon Hall. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Pianist finds Beethoven rhythm for sonata 'breakthrough' 
By ELLEN YEUNG 
Staff Writer 

He's a university dropout 
who lives in a trailer on his 
mother's property on Salt 
Spring, and only this year 
has he been able to make 
a full-time living teaching 
piano. Yet Paul Verville, 50, 
may have come upon some­
thing that classical music 
elites throughout the world 
have overlooked for almost 
200 years. 

While recently learning 
Beethoven's last piano sona­
ta called Opus 111, Verville 
realized it should actually be 
played entirely in the 9/16 
, time signature. Music scores 
already show time signature 
notations of 9/16 throughout 
the piece, except for a 6/16 
time signature in the second 
variation and 12/32 in the 
third variation of the second 
movement. 

But Verville said the cor-

rect way is to play with a 
9116 rhythm in the second 
and third variations as well. 

"These variations have 
been called flawed over the 
years because they sound 
bad. They sound suddenly 
not like Beethoven any­
more," said Verville, who 
first learned to play the piano 
from his mother Jeanne Ver­
ville at age five. 

"When I tried it in the 
rhythm 9116, I transformed 

it into beautiful music," he 
said. 

Verville doubts Beethoven 
had written the 6/16 and 
12/32 signatures and would 
like to see the original manu­
script. 

Rocker Randy Bachman, 
whose granddaughter takes 
piano lessons from Verville, 
said the discovery is "an 
incredible story." Bachman 
has offered to record Verville's 
performance of the sonata in 

the new time signature. He 
is checking with lawyers in 
Toronto to see what needs 
to be done to verify this as 
a musical breakthrough and 
to copyright the performance 
and new score. 

Well-known island musi­
cian Dawn Rage happened 
to be in Verville's studio 
shortly after he made the dis­
covery in late November. 

MUSIC DISCOVERY A3 



A2 • WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 15, 2004 

Christmas and 
Happy New Year from the 
management and staff of 
Harbours End Marine 

NEWS BEAT 

FOR THE 
RECORD 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

LIFE'S A DITCH: 
Traffic backed 
up on Lower 
Ganges Road 
late Monday 
afternoon as 
Salt Spring 
emergency 
crews attended 
a single vehicle 
accident. 
Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Two groups _have been 
incorrectly identified in recent 
Driftwoodstories.InaDecem­
ber 1 article about fundraising 
for a Thai orphanage, Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
peer tutors were misidenti­
fied as "peer counsellors." 
Last week the Gulf Islands 
Women's Resource Network 
was responsible for a press 
release about the National 
Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against 
Women, not the Salt Spring 
Women Opposed to Violence 
and Abuse group. 

DEVELOPMENT: Scrutiny 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. 

DEC 0030 0.0 : 19 0350 4.9 
15 0905 12.1 : 1125 11.5 

16 

17 

18 

1440 9.8 : 1855 4.9 
1715 10.2 : 20 0050 7.5 

0120 
0945 
1605 
1820 

0210 
1025 
1715 
1955 

0.7 
12.1 
8.9 
9.2 

2.0 
12.1 
7.5 
7.9 

: 0445 6.6 
: 1155 11.2 
: 1930 3.9 
: 21 0250 8.5 
: 0600 7.9 
: 1215 11.2 
: 2005 3.0 

II SoRENSEN FINE HoMES II 
NOTICE OF MOVE 

Sorensen Fine Homes Inc. & Atkins Common Development Ltd. is moving 
their Business Office to Victoria, B.C. effective December 20, 2004. The 
Sales & Marketing Office will remain on Salt Spring Island. 

To reach the Business Office: 
1710 Richmond Ave. 
Victona, B.C. V8R 4P8 
Phone: (250) 370-9707 
Fax: (250) 370-9708 
sorensenhomes@telus.net 

To reach the Sales & Marketing Office: 
#21 - 107 Atkins Rd. · 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8V 2X6 
Phone: (250) ~37-4220 
Fax: (250) 537-5691 
sorensenhomes@telus.net 

From Page 1 

"I really appreciate the 
permission I'm feeling -
that it's OK to make these 
decisions slowly." 

However, trustees were 
also cautioned that they are 
legally required to "consid­
er" all applications and can­
not halt construction already 
authorized by a land's zoning 
where a development permit 
may be the only document 
needed from an LTC. 

"You can't arbitrarily 
withhold a development per­
mit from someone who has 
that particular zoning for a 
property," explained Linda 
Adams, the Trust's chief 
administrative officer. 

But for cases where a 
proposed development goes 
beyond the land's current 
zoning rights, trustees don't 
have to do much for it to be 
"considered," said Adams. 

"To consider something 
it's sufficient to have the 
application placed before 
you. You might want a staff 
report [on the proposal] but 
you don't have to go fur­
ther." 

"But," added council chair 
David Essig, "you can't 
announce to the public that 
all applications have no 
merit." 

And is development activ­
ity a documentable phenom­
enon? Quinn said it was 
"quite real" as evidenced 
by application fee revenue 
collected by the Trust. It 's 

jumped from $100,000 a few 
years ago to $150,000 this 
year. 

Cheap interest rates and 
large numbers of people 
with ample money to spend 
are fuelling construction, 
suggested Quinn. 

Salt Spring trustee Kim­
berly Lineger said too much 
was happening at once on 
her island for concerned 
people to properly monitor 
the impacts. 

"The community is getting 
burnt out; the trustees are 
getting burnt out, based sim­
ply on the volume of things 
coming forward . . . People 
want us to slow down." 

But her colleague Eric 
Booth said he didn't see any­
thing happening too quickly 
as it was. 

"I see a rigorous pro­
cess," he said. "I don't see 
us speeding along. To slow 
it down even more would 
be like us being even more 
inefficient." 

Booth said he calculated 
that the Trust is receiving 
only $150,000 in fees while 
spending $1 million on plan­
ning services for develop­
ers, making it a questionably 
cost-efficient process. 

Quinn said it can be "a 
two-way street" when exces­
sive time is- spent on a single 
project. 

"When you get up to four 

and five planners' reports on 
one rezoning application, I 
think you have fo ask your­
self if you are making the 
best use of your planning 
time." 

Adams also said a signifi­
cant part of that $1 million 
in staff time is spent fielding 
office inquiries and telling 
people they can't undertake 
a certain development under 
current bylaws , or doing 
other day-to-day planning 
work for which no fees are 
collected. 

Some trustees observed 
that the highly public pro­
cess in the Trus-t Area can 
lead to more work and time 
spent. 

"One of the special things 
about our island govern­
ments is that applications get 
a high degree of scrutiny," 
noted Hornby trustee Tony 
Law. 

In a related discussion, 
trustees considered a Line­
ger motion to adopt a "pre­
cautionary approach model 
bylaw" that could be adopted 
by LTCs wanting another 
tool for vetting applications. 
They decided to have their 
local planning committee 
look at ways to integrate the 
precautionary principle into 
the decision-making pro­
cess in the Trust Area, with 
the aim of reporting back in 
June 2005. 

k forward to serving you in the New Year. 

to you and your family, 
as you welcome the peace and joy 

of the Christmas Season 
+ 

into your home. 
We hope your holiday is filled with 

comfort and joy 
and the warmth of good friends. 

John 
Cade 

537-1866 

Chris & Darlene 
Hobbs 

537-5515 

Felicity Norman 
Robinson Rothwell 
537-2374 537-5166 
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Dave 
Giddy 

537-5515 

Patti 
Speed 

537-5515 

David 
Duke 

653-4538 

Gil 
Mouat 

537-4900 

John 
Steele 

537-4606 

Navratil 
537-5515 

Anne 
Watson 

537-5515 

Carol 
Fowles 

537-5515 

Henri 
Procter 

537-5515 

Myles 
Wilson 

537-7200 

ROYAL LEPAGE SALT SPRING REALTY • 537·5515 • 1·888·537·5515 
••••1111111111111111111111 www.royallepage.ca • www.saltspringrealty.com • e-mail: realestate@saltspring.com 
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MUSIC DISCOVERY: Coincidence~ 
From Page A1 

"He showed me how the 
movement is traditionally 
played and then demon­
strated how he had come to 
work out the way he believes 
Beethoven meant it to be 
played," said Hage. "When 
I heard it, my jaw dropped to 
the floor. The significance of 
his discovery is mind-bog­
gling." 

Verville, a self-described 
"Canadian Metis belonging 
to no institute or anything 
of that nature," believes he 
discovered the sonata flaw 
because of three coincidenc­
es. 

First, he hadn't heard a 
recording of the sonata in 
25 years. 

"I wouldn't have wanted to 
learn it if I heard a recording 
with it sounding like that," 
he said. 

Second, Verville decided 
to experiment by learning 
the piece's last variation of 
the final movement first. 

"It's a different kind of 
exhilaration and method of 
discovery ... in this case it 
obviously produced interest­
ing results," he said. 

By learning the music 
"backwards," when Verville 
came to the third variation he 
didn't realize it had changed 
from the 9/16 rhythm to the 
12/32. 

"The 12/32 and the 6/16 
are not time signatures that 
exist in musical theory," he 
said. 

In one spot he found the 
time value of the first figure 
for the left hand was worth 
3/16, whereas the right hand 
figure was worth 2.5/16. 

With the time values not 
adding up, Verville realized 
something was wrong. 

He then borrowed violin­
ist Jaime Rokeby-Thomas' 
Schirmer edition of the 
score, whose footnotes said 
the 6/16 time signature was 
incorrect - so musicians 
should aim for a triplet feel. 
The Schirmer also said the 
12/32 time signature was not 
correct so the rhythm should 
be interpreted as three groups 
of four played twice as fast. 

"When I tried it their way, 
it sounded ridiculous," Ver­
ville recalled. 

He thought it sounded 
like a silly Hanon exercise 

. that teachers give students 
to practise scales and arpeg­
gios. 

"Beethoven wouldn't write 
Hanon in his last sonata; he 
would .write Beethoven," 
Verville thought. 

"I think Paul could never 
really accept that Beethoven 
had ' lapsed' and written 
those variations in such an 
untypical and uninspiring 
style," said Hage. "When 
you hear Paul play it 'his 
way,' you hear Beethoven 
- intense, brilliant and way 
ahead of his time." 

The third coinGidence that 
helped convince Verville the 
9/16 time signature was cor­
rect was his African drum­
ming experience. Beethoven 
used African and Turkish 
rhythms in his late works, 
so Verville tried tapping out 
the rhythmic figure in the 
third variation in 9/16, and 
it made more sense math-

FAST & AFFORDABlE lUNCH ,~t~_, 
Big Sandwich & Cup of Homemade Tred"HHuse 
Soup $7.95 [Half size $5.95] _ • Cafe 

FULFORD & GANGES 

MONUMENTAL DISCOVERY: Salt Spring pianist Paul Verville has made a break­
through in the rhythmic interpretation of Beethoven's last piano sonata. The 
discovery is better than winning the lottery, says Verville. Photo by Ellen Yeung 

ematically and musically. 
"So I just did it my way 

and now I think I'm right," he 
said. "It's all about rhythm." 

Verville believes 
Beethoven's much-maligned 
sonata is actually his great­
est one if played in the 9/16 
rhythm. 

"Where he takes you is 
sublime. It's incredibly beau­
tiful when you hear it," he 
said. 

Verville slept a total of 15 
hours during the first week 
of his discovery. He worked 
steadily for three days, 
researching and making sure 
he wasn't dreaming it all up. 

Verville said he's elated 
with the discovery, which he 
insists is more exciting than 
winning a lottery. 

"It's more important that 
the music gets out there. It's 
Beethoven's music that no 
one's ever heard," he said. · 

He e-mailed an audio clip 
of a portion of his piano 
version to academics, but 
they've been unable to emu­
late his performance physi­
cally. 

"You have to think in the 
correct meter in order to play 
it," Verville said. 

Verville said it's unlike­
ly Beethoven's other piano 
sonatas have incorrect time 
signatures because "they all 
sounded like Beethoven to 
me," but he is curious about 
the string quartets. 

After dropping out of 
the University of Alberta's 
piano performance program, 
Verville taught and studied 
music on his own for four 
years. Then he lived in Nel­
son for 18 years where he 
taught and played piano, and 
explored synthesizer and 
hand drums with rock, New 
Age and jazz bands. He also 
studied jazz at the David 
Thompson Cultural Centre. 

Eight years ago, Verville 
moved to Salt Spring to 
teach, play and occasion­
ally adjudicate music festi­
vals. He now teaches piano 
at Rokeby-Thomas' Fiddle­
works studio on Kanaka 
Road. 

If Verville's finding is 
accepted and Beethoven's 
last piano sonata is official­
ly changed, he 'll likely be 
invited to perform the piece 
worldwide. 

While he has never been 
overseas and would like to 
see Beethoven's birthplace, 
Verville wishes to remain on 

Salt Spring. 
"I don't think I can handle 

travelling and performing 
around the world. And what 
would my little dog do?" he 
quipped. 

"I love Salt Spring. I love 
the people here and the sup­
port in the community. The 
students are incredibly tal­
ented," he said. "And the dis­
covery was born here." 

Verville hopes this turn­
of-events will enable him to 
do more of what he already 
does, which is teach, play, 
and perform music. He 
wants to start his own music 
school based on his teaching 
principles ofhaving students 
play by ear before read­
ing the music. This ability 
to understand the music by 
listening first likely helped 
him to question the time 
signatures in the first place. 
Questioning the status quo 
has also been the story of his 
entire life. 

"Paul is a one-of-a-kind 
musician," observed Hage. 

NATURAL GOODNESS .. 
EMbE BAkERY 

December 15 to 21 
This week at Embe we are 

featuring fantastic pre­
Christmas mince tarts, our 
healthy hikers bread and 
the treat you can't resist, 

our chocolate almond 
croissants with marzipan! 

Mince Tarts 
Reg. 90¢ ea ....•.• Now 70¢ ea 

Hikers Bread 
Reg. $3.25 ea . •• Now $2.25 ea 

Chocolate Almond 
Croissant 
Reg. $1.75 ea • • • • • Now $1.50 ea 

You can reach us 24 hrs/day at 

5J7-5611 
or drop by at the foot of the hill. 

Open early from 
4:30am 'ti/5:30 pm Mon -Sat 

6:30am-3:30pm Sundays 

"He follows his own path 
and I believe that his lack of 
rigorous and conventional 
methodology towards the 
piano opened his mind to 
this possibility. He is a bril­
liant player and his passion 
is totally and completely 
Beethoven." 

Verville is looking for 
a place where he can live, 
teach and rehearse for 
his upcoming recording. 
People can e-mail him at 
lvboplll44916@yahoo.ca. 

~ammed Earth 
• An expression of the 
values: ,~alth, safety, 
com.{oTt; environment 

www.sirewall.com 
537-9355 

\1POT 
J!J 

DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30 am I 11 :30 am* I 3:30 pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am I 12:00 pm* I 4:00 pm 
•except Montague Harbour 

,. tJiP 

lleoember 15, 16, 17 only! 

1.9 LITRE POT""'W/I.l"D 
~5S,:47 J~ 
< ,pPP 

2.8 LlTRE PQ 

~~& 

R CRASHER~SPECIAL 
With the purchase of one of the above items 

the 1.1L pot can be purchased for $29;9' ~ 

*Limited quantity of 20 it&o~t.f"'74:i9 
STORE HOURS: 

Monday - Saturday, 8:30 am - 5:30 pm - Sunday 9:30 am - 5 pm 

~~ SALTSSPRING 

l_~•INI TO GE 
537-5888 
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Grr PRtPARto 
foR CHRI9TMA$l 

BEST JOB! 
BEST PRICE! 

We11 match or beat 
any advertised price/ 

Serving 
Salt Spring Island 

SINCE 1964 

Phone 537-4208 
Pager 537-8168 

Trust bites bullet for larger office space 
Moving the Ganges Islands 

Trust office to the B.C. Hydro 
building on Lower Ganges 
Road will cost a bundle 
more than anticipated, but 
Trust Council saw no option 
to approving a reserve fund 
expenditure of $60,000 for 
renovations. 

The Trust's Grace Point 
Square lease expires Janu­
ary 31, 2005 and cannot 
be extended, and no other 
potential office space was 
found. 

amortized over five years. 
"It's really $29,000 extra 

per year," noted Booth. "It 
was not my intention to be in 
this situation." 

Trustee Kimberly Lineger 
was also not happy with the 
outcome, and when Booth 
said, "I want to be on record 
as saying that I'm . .. . "Line­
ger interjected with the word 
"flabbergasted." 

The original plan was to 
move the Trust office to a 
larger street-level space that 
could be shared with Capi­
tal Regional District (CRD) 
Building Inspection staff, 
reducing costs for both par­
ties and providing one-stop 
services. 

But the CRD decided 
instead to renew its Gan­
ges Centre Building lease 

for a further year. 
In March, Trust Council 

allotted the sum of $15,000 
for an office move and reno­
vations. 

Actual renovation cost 
is $110,000, with $20,000 
more needed for space plan­
ning, relocation, furniture 
and equipment over the next 
two years. 

Hydro will pay about 

OLo80voS: Deny allegations 
Local trustee Eric Booth From Page A 1 

was so embarrassed by the 
affair that he ducked outside 
for a breath of fresh air while 
the vote was conducted at 
the Victoria council meeting 
on Friday. 

Besides up-front renova­
tion costs, annual rent will be 
$14,000 more and all move 
and reno expenses will be 

"Nothing is stopping [the 
RCMP] from getting on with 
their investigation at all ," 
Daisley said. 

However, Salt Spring 
RCMP Sgt. Mike Giles indi­
cated he was waiting for direc­
tion from the law society. 

"It's routine, I believe, 
when there is a finding of 
criminal wrongdoing, the 
law society when they have 
the evidence gathered at 
least in a preliminary way, 
will contact the RCMP for 
further investigation," he 
said. 

Cpl. Dave Voller, speak­
ing in general terms, said 
some people prefer recourse 
through civil litigation. 

"A criminal and a civil 
matter, although they're of 
the same incident, there's 
a higher standard of proof 
required for a criminal con­
viction than there is for a 
civil proceeding," he said. 

Several non-profit organi­
zations on Salt Spring were 
supposed to receive large 
amounts of money from the 
estates. Victoria lawyer Mar­
garet Sasges wrote in a June 
28, 2004 letter that the law 
firm McKimm and Lott dis­
covered more than $1.9 mil­
lion of the total is missing. 

Alton donated her prop-

Looking for Finane 
I have held my practice on 
Salt Spring since 1992 
Call a trusted local Prnf'sacc:i 

erty on Isabella Point Road 
and $100,000 to maintain 
a nature reserve. She also 
willed $100,000 to the Salt 
Spring Abbeyfield Society 
to construct a residence for 
old-timers on the south end 
of the island. The rest of 
her estate, worth about $1 
million, would be divided 
equally among the Greater 
Victoria Hospital , Lady 
Minto Hospital and Salt 
Spring Island foundations. 

The Salt Spring Island 
Foundation received 
$345,000 from the Shaw 
estate in 2002, and $150,000 
in 2003, but is awaiting more 
than $700,000. 

In turn, the Gulf Islands 
Community Arts Council 
was supposed to receive 
$250 ,000 from the SSI 
Foundation and Shaw Lega­
cy program to help pay for 
restoration of Mahon Hall. 

Lady Minto Hospital and 
the Gulf Islands Interme­
diate Care Society, which 
runs Greenwoods, received 
$245 ,000 and $102,000 
respectively from the Wil­
son estate in 2001 but more 
funds are due. The estate's 
value at probate was $1.25 
million. 

Following a complaint in 
April, Oldroyd agreed to 

resign from the law society. 
In May, McKimm and Lott 

partner Nick Lott helped his 
clients Judith Banks, Lavinia 
Hann and Catherine McLean 
file a lawsuit against Old­
royd, his wife Evelyn Old­
royd, who did bookkeeping 
at Oldroyd's law firm, and 
four companies controlled 
by the Oldroyds: Cody 
Whyac Corporation, 606532 
B.C. Ltd., 606540 B.C. Ltd. 
and B & D Enterprises. 

The plaintiffs accused 
Oldroyd in their statement 
of claim of fraudulently con­
verting the monies used to 
either purchase or assist in 
the purchase of lands. In all, 
they listed 30 lots, located 
mainly on Salt Spring and 
in Ucluelet, including the 
Ucluelet Lodge Hotel, and 
neighbouring properties 
leased to the Canadian Impe­
rial Bank of Commerce and 
the Ucluelet Liquor Store. 

The Oldroyds filed state­
ments of defence denying 
the allegations. 

Lott's firm has also uncov­
ered that Alton 's estate 
loaned funds from time to 
time to Seabridge Construc­
tion, a Salt Spring develop­
ment company. Seabridge 
teamed up with Coast Hotels 
& Resorts and the clothing 
company Roots in the late 
1990s in a failed bid to run 
a $60-million resort near 
Ucluelet. 

The Oldroyds ' and the 
above-mentioned compa­
nies' assets were frozen by 
the courts in May. 

Oldroyd's law office on 
Drake Road has since been 
sold. His 35.3-acre family 
property on Stewart Road is 
listed for $3.5 million with 
island realtor Li Read. The 
Salt Spring Cinema business 

Cheese Farm_ Shop 2ss Reynolds Rd 

CHEESE, CRACKERS, OLIVES &. MORE 
Salt Spring Islanders save 10°/o on everything 

with a filled Frequent Cheeser card 
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Christmas Hours 
11:00- 4:00 

16 17 18 19 
CLOSED ® e!J ffJ 

25 26 

CLOSED 

1 2 

CLOSED 
I 

Please note our Christmas Hours 
Friday, Dec. 24 8am-6pm 

Saturday, Dec. 25 ·CLOSED 
Friday, Dec. 31 Bam - &pm 
Saturday, Jan. 1 CLOSED 

$40,000 of the bill for work 
to be done on its behalf. 

The Islands Trust will use 
2,500 square feet of space, 
which is 1,000 more than its 
current area, while Hydro 
will retain 1,500 square feet 
for its own use. 

The new office will meet 
all the Trust's needs and cre­
ate a meeting room for com­
munity use. 

(not property) is for sale for 
$189,000, but manager Tam­
sin Gilbert refused to link 
the sale to the lawsuit. 

A Greenwoods Foun­
dation board director said 
Lott told his group there's a 
good chance of recovering 
the estate funds because the 
real estate market has been 
buoyant. 

"It just may take a while 
for it to happen and nobody 
has any idea how long that 
will take," Paul Joyce said. 

In October, Evelyn Old­
royd sought financial relief 
at a hearing claiming some 
of the money belonged to 
her sons and her brother­
in-law. She also stated her 
monthly living expenses to 
be $7,286.56, with $4,500 
being the mortgage payment 
on the family home. 

The judge ruled there was 
insufficient evidence on 
what was considered reason­
able expenses. 

Lott told the Driftwood he 
is aware of other claimants 
but is unsure of the size of 
the claims because he does 
not represent them all. 

Sasge's June 28 letter stat­
ed almost $2 million in addi­
tion to money from the three 
estates may have been taken 
by Oldroyd. 

"As we are learning, Mr. 
Oldroyd's movement of 
money between and away 
from the estates and trusts 
appears to have been quite 
deliberate, with intention to 
conceal these transactions," 
Sasge wrote to the three 
plaintiffs. 

Lawyer George Easdon 
helped Nanaimo resident 
John Walker, the executor for 
the estate ofRubertha Petrica 
Walker (aka Bertha Walker), 
file a lawsuit against Oldroyd 
in May. The plaintiff alleged 
Oldroyd converted $170,000 
of the estate's funds for his 
own use. 

"There will be more law­
suits," Lott said. 

He did not identify the 
names of his clients with 
impending lawsuits, but Lott 
acknowledged elderly Salt 
Spring siblings Bertha Cam­
eron, John Ward and Dorah 
Ward were his clients. 

In a September affidavit, 
95-year-old Bertha Cameron 
stated Oldroyd persuaded 
the siblings to let him man­
age their inheritance of 
$750,000. Subsequent to the 
three signing a document 
making him a trustee, Old­
royd allegedly removed all 
the money from their bank 
accounts. From time to time, 
Cameron would visit Old­
royd at his office and he 
would give her small sums 
of money, she said. 

"Neither my sister, my 
brother or I have received any 
monies at all from Jonathan 
Oldroyd for approximately 
two years and I have never 
been given any explanation 
from him what he has done 
with the monies entrusted to 
hln1 " r.~mP.rnn c::UJnrP. in thP 
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Fundraisers set up for crash victims Bookkeeping Services 
Recaplure your creolive energy and freedom 
lo focus on your crah. Be confident lhat alllhe 
paperwork is done properly and on time. By ELLEN YEUNG 

Staff Writer 
Island residents are fund­

raising for the two surviv­
ing passengers of a Lower 
Ganges Road car crash that 
claimed the life of driver 
Olin Brosseau last month. · 

The father of passenger 
Sean Burke will play rocka­
billy music with his band the 
Sundogs on Friday, Decem­
ber 17 at the Fulford Inn. 

"We will be holding a 
pass-the-hat benefit for Will 
[Ellis] and Sean in order to 
brighten up their Christmas 
as they are both hurting 
financially," Randall Burke 
said. 

Sean Burke, 20, is unable 
to work. 

"I can't put pressure on 
my foot," he said. 

He has six pins in his shat­
tered ankle, which will likely 
be removed in two years. 

Will Ellis, 21 , has a bro­
ken pelvis. He is recuperat­
ing in Lady Minto Hospital 
after spending three weeks 
at Victoria General Hospital. 
Doctors expect to discharge 
him this week, although he 
has yet to find a wheelchair­
accessible place to live. 

Ellis landed on Salt 
Spring in May after hitch­
hiking across Canada from 
New Brunswick. He worked 
as a server at the Vesuvius 
Pub until it closed in Sep­
tember. He then held casual 
jobs. Before the car crash, 
Ellis didn't have a place of 
his own and instead couch­
surfed at friends' homes. At 
one time, he even lived in a 
tent, said island lawyer Paul 
Joyce, who has been mak­
ing ICBC and Employment 
Insurance claims for Ellis. 

Ellis expects to make a full 
recovery within two years 
but will have to go through 
six to eight months of phys­
iotherapy, chiropractic treat­
ment, and other health-relat­
ed treatments. By the end of 
January, he will be able to 
walk with a cane. 

However, Ellis has nerve 
damage in his left leg and so 
has difficulty applying pres­
sure on it. He can walk half­
way down the hospital cor­
ridor with a walker, although 
he needs assistance. 

"I feel like I'm going to 
topple over," he said. 

"My body aches ,' he 
added. "It's hard to bend." 

Ellis' family can 't afford 
to visit him, but he would 

we can raise money to send 
his parents here." 

Anyone who would like 
to contribute toward the cost 
of airplane tickets for Ellis ' 
parents can donate to the 
Will Ellis Reunite Family 
Fund at the Bank of Mon­
treal. The Harbour House 
Hotel has offered two weeks 
free accommodation for the 
parents. 

Joyce is also solicit­
ing donations to help Ellis 
pay his rent once he's dis­
charged. 

"He's a hardworking kid. 
He's not trying to abuse the 
system. He's trying to make 
a living," Joyce said. 

People could drop off 
cheques for Ellis at Island 
Savings Credit Union to help 
him offset costs while await­
ing news from ICBC. 

QuickBooks Setup, Training 
and Support 

Become self-sufficient and confident wilh your accounting 
system lhrough personalized tutoring and ongoing support. 

David" Waddington 537-0854 
Certified Intuit Advisor Specializing in Small Business 
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Rainbow Road 
Trading Co. 

HELPING BAND: Randall Burke (right) and other 
island residents are raising funds for car crash survi­
vors Will Ellis (left) and Burke's son Sean. 

501 Rainbow Rd 

538-0307 

461 Rainbow Rd. 537-0057 
Open every day until 

Christmas II am • 5pm 

like to remain on the island 
because of the support he 
receives from the commu­
nity. 

"It's starting to feel like 
home, I guess," he said. 

Strangers have come up 
to him to say hello and wish 
him well. 

"It touches me," he said. 
"It makes my days brighter 
because when I wake up, I'm 
all stiff and in a bad mood. 
It can actually put a smile 
on my face when someone 
comes up to me and says, 
"Hey, I hope you're feeling 
better."" 

One of those strangers was 
Salt Spring resident Tamar 
Griggs, who called him at 
the hospital and ended up 
talking to him for an hour 
Monday. 

"He's aching to have a 
hug from his parents and my 
heart instantly melted," she 
said. 

Ellis is also awaiting news 
about his ICBC claim since 
he is brbke and needs money 
for housing and future medi­
cal treatments like massage 

Photo by Ellen Yeung 

therapy. 
Griggs is hoping the com­

munity will donate money to 
help bring Ellis' parents to 
the island for a visit. 

She recalled when she 
broke her ankle at age 35 
while teaching in an Eskimo 
village. Her parents flew her 
home for surgery. 

"My parents ' support 
made a world of difference in 
my healing," she said. "Our 
community is so wonderful 
and so giving that perhaps 

Classifed 
Hotline 

537-9933 

~~..._.1 MU~DRfD~ 
~ I~O~DOLIAR~ 
worth of Salt Spring products by 
Shopping Local this Christmas! 

Bring your shopping receipts to the 
Chamber office. For every $100 you 
spend in local stores*, your name 
will be entered in .the draw once. 

Draw December 21st 
A\Uf~. ~):~ · .,., Sa lt Spring lsl11nd 

~,, .~ ;;; ,, .,. "' 111· 537-4223 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE e • 
*Receipts can total $100/includes grocery receipts 

"fRESI-I 1-\0VSE-i'AAPE soVI'S pAIL'<" 

Create Your Own Pasta 
Lunch $5.99 

Create your very own signature dish by choosing 
one of our pastas and adding your favourite sauce. 

Personalize it by mixing in special 

ingredients to enhance the flavour even further. la c u c irliMth our house baked bread 

italian grill 537-5747 

On Mouat's Landing - looking over the "Coast Guard Dock" 

Make your reservation today. Open 6 days a week, year round. 

Also book your private Christmas Party- any size welcome 
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SEADRIFT 
St:RVICt:S 

Governance gets ministry exam 
will build, restore or create most finer things and the unusual 

Projects in and for sensitive settings 

Working with sticks and stones and lumber too; gates, 
fences, non-blacktop driveway maintenance, railings, 
catwalks, etc. 

Call 537-6335 

PLEASE NOTE OUR 

HOLIDAY 
SCHEDULE CHANGE 

FOR THE ISSUE OF WEDNESDAY DEC 29, 2004 

Display Ad Deadline: 
noon, Thursday, Dec 23rd 

Classified Deadline: 
4pm, Thursday, Dec 23rd 

By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

Salt Spring 's three local 
government representatives 
have an extra "homework" 
assignment after meeting 
with staff from the Minis­
try of Community, Aborigi­
nal and Women's Services 
(MCAWS) on Thursday. 

Trustees Kimberly Line­
ger and Eric Booth, and 
regional director Gary Hol­
man met with MCAWS' 
director of local govern­
ment structure Derek Trim­
mer in Victoria to probe Salt 
Spring's perceived gover­
nance problems and poten­
tial solutions. 

"We got together with him 
to talk about how to move 
the governance issue forward 
and we decided that myself 
and the trustees would meet, 
possibly with a facilitator, 
and basically try and docu­
ment some of the issues or 
problems we are facing and 

then, once we have sorted out 
what it is that we really need 
to fix or need to do better, to 
start talking about possible 
solutions," said Holman. 

Booth said MCAWS 
would provide assistance 
for them to determine how 
a problem could be solved 
under the current rural gov­
ernance model, or an incor­
porated one. 

"There may be things they 
can change for the island 
that will make things func­
tion better," said Booth. 

Other agencies such as fire 
and water districts will also 
be brought into discussions, 
said Booth, with meetings 
and conclusions ideally com­
pleted by September. 

"I think the appetite is def­
initely in the community to 
go through this process." 

But Booth added unprov­
en new forms of governance 
were not dangled in front of 
them by Trimmer. 

"He made it extremely 
clear there are only two 
forms of local government," 
said Booth, "one is under 
a municipal model and the 
other is our rural system . . . 
there is no third thing." 

I'm actually feeling 
quite positive," said Line­
ger about the meeting. "The 
debate was getting caught 
up in 'incorporation or not 
incorporation' and it wasn't 
really getting at what was 
a problem in terms of gov­
ernance on Salt Spring and 
the possible solutions. I'm 
glad we are taking this sort 
of step back of looking at the 
issues." 

Holman said it was fine to 
have the upcoming process 
focussed on problem solv­
ing, but added he was "not 
convinced the current sys­
tem can't be really effective . 
. . . You kind of skip over the 
fact that we're doing some 
things right here. I simply do 

not buy the argument that we 
can't accomplish things or 
we can't be effective. 

"Until we take some con­
certed efforts to make our­
selves more effective, then 
I don't see why we should 
jump onto the incorporation 
bandwagon." 

Local governance has 
become a hot topic in recent 
months as a group called 
Islanders for Self-Govern­
ment has formed to educate 
people about the incorpora­
tion option for Salt Spring, 
and an as-yet unnamed 
group has coalesced to pro­
mote non-incorporation 
options and strengthening 
of the Islands Trust. Both 
groups held meetings with 
CAWS Minister and local 
MLA Murray Coell. 

The Islands Trust Execu­
tive Committee is also meet­
ing with Coell in January . 

Booth said Trimmer hoped 
the process would be com­
plete by September 2005 . 

Too Late to Classify Deadline: 
Noon, Tuesday, Dec 28th Locals wait for school business company audit 

Please note our office will be closed 
Friday, Dec. 24th and Monday, Dec. 27th 

A CUPE-funded report 
has raised questions about 
the local school district's pri­
vate business company, but 
islanders will have to wait 
until early next year to get 
some answers. 

"When we get the audited 

1 want (or Christmas is 
:1> Some Wild Smoked Salmon 
. j1'l December Specials ,/:!1 
Smoked Salmon Lox $9.00 200g sliced 
Smoked Black Cod $11.00/lb 
Smoked Tuna $11.00/lb "From Wild Stocks" 

Mike Scott 
Salt Spring Island 

Sea Products 
537-5011 

(leave a message and just like Santa, 
your wishes will be granted promptly!) 

Culf Islands women·s Resource Network 
Salt Spring Island Transition House • 24-Hour Gulf Islands Crisis Line 

"Transitions" Thrift store 

Best wishes for a Happy Holiday season and sincere thanks to each 
and every person who helps us in their own way, all year long, 

including these great supporters: 

Ace courier 
Barb's Buns 

BC Liquor Store 
Employees 

curves 
The DriftWood 
Family Jewels 

~:imates VIllage Market 
lODE 

Pyjama cang 
Salt Spring Foundation 

Salt Spring 
Hospitality Ltd. 

Salt Spring Linen & Dry 
Cleaners 2004 

Salt Spring 
Recycling Depot 

Salt Spring Roasting co. 
sea Change Staff 

Thrifty Foods 
The Church of Jesus 

Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints 

"TRANSITIONS" especially thanks its wonderful volunteers, 
the generous folks who donate goods to the store year round 

and loyal customers. 
we could not do this without you. 

The Gulf Islands Women~ Resource Networlc is a non-profit society dedicated to 
L-

1
-'-- ···---- --..1 #1.:1..1-" ..,..,..c .. liv .. ,. lt .. v,. nlf!f!n affected bv violence and abuse. 

statements [for the School 
District 64 Business Com­
pany], it will give you a 
pretty good perspective of 
what happened last year," 
said Gulf Islands School 
District secretary treasurer 
Rod Scotvold. 

"There's nothing too excit­
ing in it, actually." 

But even though the 
school's 2003/04 financial 
year was completed in June, 
islanders will have to wait 
until the January or Febru­
ary school board meetings 
to learn about business com­
pany audited statements, 
Scotvold said. 

In an In-Depth submis­
sion ·to this week's Drift­
wood (Page A15), school 
district critic John Malcom­
son notes that the district 
grossed over $564,000 in 
2002/03 from 46.5 full-time 
equivalent (FTE) interna­
tional students but collected 
only an estimated $400,000 
(net) for 68 FTE students 
from the business company 
in 2003/04. 

"No one yet knows how 
much recent international 
tuition revenue is being 
taken up in costs and expens­
es within this corporation. 
Yet that is something that 
has a clear bearing on the 
board's claim to a current 
year 'shortfall,'" Malcolm­
son said. 

Scotvold did not provide 
exact rates for international 
tuition on the Gulf Islands. 
But based on 2002/03 figures, 
the business company could 
have collected $825,000 for 
68 students and paid the dis­
trict less than half that figure 
for educational services. 

"If the school district is 
getting anywhere from 40 
to 60 per cent of the gross 
tuition fee, I think that 's an 
acceptable range," Scotvold 
said . 

The district receives 
approximately the same 
amount of money from the 
business company for inter­
national students as they do 
from the Ministry of Educa­
tion for local students, he 
said. 

The business company 
also pays for home-stay 
costs, program administra­
tion and program expenses, 
he said. 

"The rest of the money 
has to go for continued mar­
keting expenses and we're 
looking at other business 
opportunities . We've got 
other things we're trying to 
accomplish. That's where the 
money is going." 

Those decisions are sup­
ported by local school trust­
ees, he said. 

Some people are anx­
ious to find problems with 
the district and the business 
company, but they might not 
be aware the district formed 

a revenue-generation task 
force five years ago to solve 
financial woes, Scotvold 
said. 

"We could be doing our 
jobs and not have bothered 
trying to increase revenue 
for the district and the dis­
trict would be much worse 
off for it." 

Secondary Learning Cen­
tres and the District Learners 
Partnership Program were 
other initiatives that came 
from revenue generation 
task force, he said. 

"Programs we've worked 
on have probably brought in 
just under $2 million in rev­
enue annually. This business 
company is just a part of it." 

The company was created 
in November 2002 as a "fire­
wall" to protect the district 
from liability, he said. 

"The district does not put 
any money into the business 
company. The business com­
pany has to make it on its 
own." 

No loans or cash flows 
have gone from the district 
to the company, he noted. 

"It had to virtually create 
its own revenue; the inter­
national program was part 
of it." 

Scotvold sits on the busi­
ness company board of direc­
tors with school board chair 
May McKenzie and company 
president Duane Sutherland 
(a previous Gulf Islands 
schools superintendent). 
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STOWAWAYS: Members of the Pender Island Pipe 
Band board the Bellingham Lions' Christmas Ship and 
travel to Salt Spring Saturday night to join up with 
local pipe band players. 

SANTA WAIT: Children line up in the Activity Centre 
to meet with Santa after he disembarked from the 
Christmas Ship in Ganges. Photos by Derrick Lundy 

NEWS BEAT 

Health care work 
earns islander 
a national award 

Salt Spring's Charlotte 
Thompson has been hon­
oured with an award for 
her work in improving the 
workplace for nurses in First 
Nations communities. 

A registered nurse with 
Health Canada, First Nations 
and the Inuit Health Branch, 
Thompson was given the 
Achievement Award in Nurs­
ing Health Human Resourc­
es from the Canadian Health 
Services Research Fund and 
the Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research. 

The award recognizes 
individuals or employers 
who have developed healthy 
workplaces for registered 
nurses. 

Thompson is Pacific 
Region Reg ional Nurs ­
ing Consultant for the First 
Nations and Inuit Health 
Branch. 

Charlotte Thompson 

nurses keep working for the 
same employer and encour­
ages other nurses to come 
there to work." 

Thompson holds a Mas­
ter of Science in Nursing 
from the University of Brit­
ish Columbia and is cur­
rently enrolled in the Mas­
ters of Arts in Leadership 
and Training at Royal Roads 
University. 

Her major research project 
explores leadership opportu­
nities for nurses working in 
First Nations communities. 
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Custom Flooring 
Specializing in custom Wide Plank 

Clear Douglas Fir 

• Brand name flooring available 
• Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock 

1-800-667-2275 
#5 - 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC 

Show off your latest addition in a special 
keepsake supplement to The Driftwood. The 
2004 Baby Album is open to all babies with a 
Gulf Islands connection (the baby does not have 
to be born locally). For only $9.99 +GST your 
baby's picture will be published in The Driftwood 
Baby Album, Wednesday, January 5, 2005. 

HURRY! DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 22. 
CALL THE DRIFTWOOD FOR DETAILS, 537·9933. "Healthy workplaces for 

registered nurses are an 
important strategy to address 
the nurse shortage," notes a 
press release from the Reg­
istered Nurses Association 
of B.C. "A healthy nursing 
workplace ensures registered 

SAM ANDERSON TAIT TECHNICAL 
A p p L I A N c E R E p A I R SOLUTIONS 

CRD studies recycling options Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service 
on all Makes and Models, Large or Small 
Hot Water Tank, Appliance & Pump Installation 

Authorized 
Wammlyfor 

MIELE, 
SUBZERO, 

BOSCH,ASKO 
, ULTFIALINE 

oAiriR;ocs, 
VIKING 

MAYTAG, 
GE 

KITCHENAID 
WHIRLPOOL 

IN GUSH· 

MACHINE SHOP 
SERVICES 

By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

The Capital Regional Dis­
trict (CRD) will be poking 
through scraps to look for 
recycling deals on the island 
this winter. 

"The CRD staff view is 
the only way you can ensure 
you're getting the best pos­
sible value for money is to 
put the contracts out to ten­
der," said Salt Spring Island 
Solid Waste Advisory Com­
mittee (SSISWAC) chair and 
CRD regional director Gary 
Holman. 

Currently, the CRD spends 
$185,000 annually to subsi­
dize the Salt Spring Island 
Recycling Depot at Rainbow 
Road. 

"All of that is funded from 
tipping fees at the Hart­
land land fill, so those are 
regional dollars and those 
regional dollars are support­
ing regional recycling," Hol­
man said. 

Salt Spring Island Com­
munity Services Society has 
run the depot on land owned 
by the CRD since July 1991 . 

"That work has never been 
tendered," said CRD senior 
solid waste programs plan­
ner Tom Watkins. 

Consequently, the CRD 
issued a request for propos­
als on behalf of SSISWAC 
to analyze recycling services 
currently provided on the 
island with an eye toward 
developing options. 

"The essential purpose 
of that exercise is to obtain 
some baseline data from 
which a comparison could 
be made," Watkins said. 

"The local committee isn't 
convinced that the CRD isn't 
getting a good deal but we 
agreed with staff to look into 
that," said Holman. 

Even though the Blue Box 
program will be one of the 
options considered within 
the study, it is an unlikely 
candidate for the island, Hol­
man said. 

"Obviously we 're not 
Saanich so a Blue Box pro­
gram is going to be much 
more expensive. Staff and 
SSISWAC have agreed the 
depot system is most appro­
priate for Salt Spring." 

But the CRD still wants to 
look at Blue Box costs, the 
cost of operating the depot 
if tendered out, or the cost of 
operating the facility by the 
CRD itself, he said. 

"That analysis exists and 
shows that any one of those 
options would save them 
money." 

But SSISWAC disagreed 
with key assumptions in the 
CRD report and called for an 
independent study. 

"The depot is very suc­
cessful. We've got one of the 
highest recycling rates, if not 
the highest recycling rate m 
the district," said Holman. 

The historical relationship 

Photography 
www.johncameron.ca 

537-5873 

between Community Ser­
vices and the CRD site must 
also be considered, he said. 

"They 've invested money 
in some of the equipment 
and the building." 

Legally, when you put 
assets on private property, 
those assets become prop­
erty of the landowner, he 
noted. 

"But ... they've built the 
business and that needs to be 
taken into account." 

Once the independent 
draft report is completed for 
February 28, SSISWAC will 
make a recommendation to 
the CRD environment com­
mittee and the CRD board. 

... THERMADOR, 
GAGGENEAU DANBY 

Fine Machining • Milling & Welding 

MARINE ELECTRICAL 
Electronics & Remote Control 

Systems 

SAM ANDERSON 

taproom&lounge 

/ 

Daily drink specials 
Music on Friday and Saturday nights 
New tapas menu 
Cozy leather cha irs and fireplace 
Satellite TV for all the games 
1j2 price Fresh Shucked Oysters on Thursday, plus much more 

CHRISTMAS MARKET IN THE PARK 
Saturday, December 18th • lOam - 2pm 

Arts, Crafts, Clothing and All Kinds of Foods 

ALL MARKET VENDORS WELCOME 
(Winter vending permit available now from PARC) 

For more information contact: 
David 653-2300 I Heather 653-4809 

... THE REVIVAL OF A SALT SPRING CHRISTMAS TRADITION 
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Leadership time 
Salt Spring's current elected representatives have been given a 

great opportunity to improve local governance, or at least better 
define where it goes wrong and what might be done about it. 

We·recognize that trustees Eric Booth and Kimberly Lineger, and 
regional director Gary Holman are already so busy their sanity must 
be questioned at times, but the additional task they've agreed to take 
on is critically important and will benefit us alL 

Last week they met with the province's local government structure 
guru Derek Trimmer, who for the past several years has been involved 
with anything to do with Gulf Islands local government changes. 

Trimmer outlined an exercise that will see Salt Spring's gover­
nance problems identified by Holman, Booth and Lineger, and cor­
responding solutions sought under incorporation or the present rural 
system. 

Hopefully the process can be public enough so islanders can 
benefit through education as it goes along. Other quasi-government 
agencies such as water and sewer districts and emergency services 
must also be included in the analysis. 

MLA Murray Coell, who is also the minister overseeing local 
government through his Ministry of Community, Aboriginal and 
Women's Services (MCAWS), has made sympathetic sounds to both 
pro and anti-incorporation groups on Salt Spring in recent weeks and 
months. 

Yet what he really means by being open to options is not really 
clear, and one suspects decisions about rejuvenation of the Islands 
Trust or moving towards another incorporation study will need a 
broader impetus. 

What is clear is that Salt Spring should take full advantage of any 
offers of support it receives from Coell or MCAWS to improve island 
governance. 

That begins with the trustees and regional director showing 
unprecedented community leadership by putting a full-hearted effort 
into the governance examination. 

It includes embracing whatever immediate solutions to current 
problems are unearthed in the next six months and being open to 
admitting the current system's deficiencies. 

Threat of fossil fuel extraction looms on B.C.'s coast 
By PEARL GOTISCHALK 

One of the greatest joys of liv­
ing on Salt Spring is being sur­
rounded by beautiful ocean, rich 
with marine life, whales and otters 
passing our shores. 

As I sit looking out over the water 
I try and imagine dirty oil rigs flar­
ing up in the distance, the smell of 

-burning fuel in the air. I imagine 
oil washing up on our beaches and 
our marine life fleeing from the 
shock waves of seismic testing. I 
sympathize with those who live 
in the Queen Charlotte Basin who 
are threatened by the impending 
dange_r of oil and gas development 
wreaking havoc on their shores. 

The threat of an oil and gas 
project off BC's coast is growing 
daily. The B.C. Liberal govern­
ment is relentlessly pushing to 
lift the federal moratorium that 
has been in effect for over 30 
years. They are funding an indus­
try lobby group called the Pacific 
Offshore Energy Association with 
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hundreds of thousands of taxpay­
ers' dollars to try to ensure that 
the development goes ahead. 

The federal government has 
recently received the results of the 
Offshore Oil and Gas Public Input 
Panel, which reports that 75 per 
cent of over 3,500 submissions 
oppose lifting the moratorium. 
A separate report conducted by 
Cheryl Brooks states that 100 per 
cent of over 70 Aboriginal groups 
who gave their feedback opposed 
lifting the moratorium. 

The federal ~overnment is cur­
rently reviewmg these reports 
and could make a decision on the 
moratorium in the near future. 

Coinciding with the release 
of the report was the biggest oil 
spill in Newfoundland's history 

on Sunday, November 21, when 
over 170,000 litres of oil spilled 
into the ocean due to a mechani­
cal failure on an offshore rig from 
the Terra Nova project. 

Prior to the spill, Terra Nova 
was one of the offshore oil proj­
ects touted by pro-drilling pro­
ponents in B.C. as an "environ­
mentally sound" development 
that could happen here! And Terra 
Nova has only been producing oil 
for less than three years. Clearly, 
stating that new rig technologies 
are "environmentally friendly" 
is a dangerous exaggeration with 
dire consequences. 

B.C.cannotaffordtosuffersuch 
destruction. The consequences of 
an oil spill would be an ecologi­
cal, financial and social disaster 
for B.C.'s coastal communities. 

From an economic perspective, 
B.C. citizens should also be wary 
of politicians who claim coastal 
oil and gas development will be 
the economic boom that will bring 

long-term investment and jobs to 
coastal B.C. In fact, an estimated 
200 jobs for B.C. citizens could 
result from this development if oil 
and gas are actually found. Also, 
NAFTA rules forbid laws that 
give local people first priority for 
new employment opportunities 
before foreigners. In addition, it is 
likely that the rigs will be manu­
factured in other countries where 
labour is cheaper and that already 
have the facilities to manufacture 
offshore rigs. Local jobs in fisher­
ies and tourism will undoubtedly 
be harmed by offshore drilling. 

Tourism is the second big­
gest industry in the province and 
employs over 200,000 people. 
Our wild fisheries still employ 
16,000 people. 

Considering that Hibernia in 
Nova Scotia cost the federal gov­
ernment over $5 billion in grants 
and subsidies, our taxes could be 
better spent elsewhere, like pro­
moting renewable energy. 

Why not work towards a sus­
tainable future for industry rather 
than relying on dirty fossil fuels 
which will soon be past history? 

Renewable energy creates more 
local permanent jobs relative to 
the investment without the severe 
ecological risks. Besides, no oil 
and gas has even been found in 
the area and if it does exist, it 
will primarily be for export to the 
United States and under the best 
case scenario, would only sustain 
the massive oil appetite of the 
US. for one year. 

The damage already unleashed 
on the planet from the develop­
ing global oil war should make us 
stand up and refuse such destruc­
tive activities in our own country. 
We must learn from the disasters 
of history to guide our decisions 
towards a sustainable economic 
and environmental future . 

The writer is a Salt Spring and 
Victoria environmental activist. 

Coell offers up hope for strengthening the Trust 
By JUDI STEVENSON 

Just two and a half years 
ago, about 70 per cent of 
Salt Springers voted "no" to 
the idea of incorporating the 
island as a municipality. 

They did so fo.r a whole 
host of good reasons, but 
one of them was surely this: 
the best hope for preserving 
the natural, rural and human 
character of any and all of 
the islands in the Salish Sea 
lies in the Islands Trust. 

Whatever form our gover­
nance takes, it should start 
with the Trust, be rooted in 
the Trust vision, and include 
the powers and authorities 
necessary to preserve and 
protect these islands. 

Whatever would turn us in 
another direction, we know 
instinctively to be wrong. 
And the municipal model, 
U.Tlth ltc CPUP't"\ 1"'1"\.11'1''\l"'lllnrC' 
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only two of whom would 
be trustees, would by sheer 
weight of ·numbers turn 
us inward, away from the 
unique Trust stewardship 
mandate. 

That's not to say that every­
thing is perfect now. It's not. 
So a group of Salt Springers 
got together to invite Murray 
Coell, Minister of Communi­
ty, Aboriginal and Women's 
Services, over here last week 
to discuss the possibility of 
researching alternatives to 
incorporation from the per­
spective of strengthening the 
Trust. He was surprisingly 
open. 

'll h on ,.,o £"..,.~ ,..1 f-h.-.f- ..... . .o. 

wanted to do research on 
alternatives to the munici­
pal model, alternatives that 
would strengthen the effec­
tiveness of the Trust, Mr. 
Coell said that he was open 
to the idea of identifying a 
range alternatives and new 
models, and that strengthen­
ing the Trust made sense. 

When we said that the 
Trust had in the past, and was 
again this year, going to ask 
for legislative and procedur­
al changes that would allow 
it to carry out its mandate 
more effectively, Mr. Coell 
said that he was not famil­
iar with requests brought 
forward in other years (i.e. 
before he was minister), but 
he would review any requests 
coming forward this year. 

When we pointed to a series 
of developments not in keep-
.; __ .... . ; .................. "T"-.... ...... _ ........ ..1 ............ 

- e.g. industrial fish hatcher­
ies on agricultural land, clear 
cutting on private land with­
out protection for sensitive 
ecosystems - and asked that 
the Trust be given exemptions 
or veto power or other ways 
of managing the islands to 
achieve its "preserve and pro­
tect" mandate, he said he was 
willing to work with the Trust 
to find solutions. 

When we stressed the far­
sightedness and internation­
al significance of the Trust 
vision and mandate, Mr. 
Coell expressed his admi­
ration for the Trust and his 
commitment to the islands. 

When we said that we 
would like him to consid­
er a proposal for a special 
Islands Charter, in keeping 
with the unique significance 
of this region in and to the 
--..... - ·..:- .... .- 'l.K- £"". ......... 11 .......... ;.J L ..... 

had never thought of that 
but the idea connected with 
other government initiatives 
in relation to charter devel­
opment, and he would give it 
some thought. 

When we asked for 
resources to be committed 
to the study of alternatives to 
municipal incorporation, he 
said there were funds com­
munities could apply for, and 
that the terms of any study of 
local government options did 
need to be more broad and 
flexible than in the past. 

When we asked that any 
new study or review of 
alternatives include partici­
pation from citizens from 
all the islands, (e.g. a citi­
zens assembly), he indicated 
interest. 

When we asked for consid­
eration of a temporary mora-
._ _ _ ; _____ --- ..:1 __ __ 1 _ __ _ _ __ __ .._ --

that a thorough review could 
be made of what changes 
are needed to strengthen the 
Trust, he acknowledged that 
there was precedent for it, 
e.g. it was done on all the 
Gulf Islands in the '70s 
when development pressures 
had gotten out of hand. 

Mr. Coell is too smart a 
politician to make promises, 
but he opened a door. Let's 
go there! If you agree with 
the concept of strengthen­
ing the Trust and develop­
ing alternatives to municipal 
governance that start from 
"preserve and protect," 
please phone Mr. Co ell's 
constituency office toll free 
at 1-866-655-5711 or email 
Murray. Coell.mla@leg . 
bc.ca and tell him so. 

The writer is a long-time 
, r. 1 T 1 r rn • 
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We asked the Scrooge cast: What does the Scrooge play say to islanders? 

Shilo Zylbergold J.J. Jordan Rusty Marshall 
(Ghost of Christmas Past) 
It's a community of well 
being: to be part of the 
Newman family and to 
express warmth and joy for 
the community. 

Murray Shoolbraid Halley Fulford 
(Spiegelbaum) 

Seeing that 9 7.8 p er cent of 
the island population is in 
the cast, it gives everyone 
a Christmas theatrical 
experience. 

(Baker's daughter) 
It's kind of a tradition and it's 
something people can count · 
on every year. People have 
been in it for a long time, so 
you know everyone in the play. 

(Mr. Fezziwig) 
It reminds us to be what I like 
to think islanders are: toler­
ant, compassionate, thinking 
of other people: As he says, 
"Keeping Christmas all year." 

(Arabella Fezziwig) 
I've never seen the play, I've 
only been in it. I like doing 
Scrooge because it's like an 
acting course but it 's better 
because it has other professional 
actors who can help teach you. 

Letters to the Editor 
Wear helmets to our medical care system, good to see that the crowd but rather an Internet-based representation. Elections BC ges parking to that of Vic-

I've been meaning to write emergency crews etc. was not entirely pro Islands Salt Spring forum of open and the CRD state that to be to ria. 
There was a time in profes- Trust, because that model communication channels eligible to vote, one must Bell says in the article, this letter since I took my two sional hockey when it wasn't has not worked either. between these groups. be a Canadian citizen, 18 "if you have to park a block 

young boys to the opening of cool to wear a helmet. Then While some expressed The general public can years of age, a resident in away, it's not bad. If you went 
the skateboard park. What a the goalies started wearing the opinion that we should then weigh in on the issues B.C. for at least six months to Victoria, you'd be happy 
wonderful thing it is - our them, then the other skaters, strengthen the Islands Trust without overly committing and a resident of Salt Spring to park three or four blocks 
community got together and now it is a rule - it's mandate, it was good to see themselves to any particu- for at least 30 days. from your destination." 
and made it all happen. It 's just too dangerous without that others kept the focus on lar camp. We need a way to Freedom Campers met And Scott Iverson adds 
truly ideal ... except for one a helmet. a new model for local gov- strengthen public input with- the above criteria (so long that Ganges visitors '\ yalk 
major complaint. Who will be the gutsy ernance in general, because out demanding people take as they could muster up a one-third the distance of 

My boys are young and "cool" kids to start wearing that is where we will find the sides and risk polarizing the P.O. box). someone shopping at Victo-
impressionable. If the older helmets as an example to the broadest solution. community effort to evolve But many of those who pay ria 's Mayfair Mall." 
kids wear baggy pants, my younger skateboarders? Do Salt Spring local gover- towards what we all want the the bill, the property owners, Both of them miss the 
kids think it's cool and want we need to have rules, fines nance has got to address island to be. were ineligible. All of the point. The reason I live on 
to wear baggy pants - I'm and signs to enforce what more than this always fore- Self-governance can be as Salt Spring instead of Vic-
fine with that. is clearly the safe and smart shortened Trust mantra "to simple as agreeing to make 

Americans (and we have a 
toria is to avoid things like 

preserve and protect" (please lot on this island whether 
If the older kids dye their course for all skateboard- the best decisions. Even if we like it or not), other non-

congestion, parking woes 
hair pastel colours, my kids ers? read the rest of the mandate, we operated via a series of and such. If I had wanted to 

Please, be responsible. For it never gets mentioned). referenda, we would never citizens and even citizens live like people do in Victo-think it's cool and want to do Local governance has got who are non-B.C.-residents 
the same and I'm fine with yourself, my boys, and all 

to be made up of at least the 
cost taxpayers as much as 

but who own property on the 
ria, I wouldn 't have moved 

that. the kids - wear helmets. becoming a municipal - to Salt Spring. 
JAN RABSON, three diverse special inter- ity. Witness the recent Art- island cannot vote because We need more parking If the older kids skate-
Sa lt Spring est groups prevalent on the Spring and pool decisions, they do not meet the 30-day and better planning in the board without helmets, my 

Successful 
island, those representing where people felt involved residency requirement. How core of our village instead kids think it's cool and want our social, economic and in the decision-making pro- is this fair? of balderdash claiming we to skateboard without hel-

key environmental concerns. cess and that is the key to a So of course the referen- haven't got a parking prob-mets. I'm not fine with that These groups must organize successful model for local dum passed, because those lem! Ask any resident - a 
at all . I certainly appreciate hav- themselves and meet with governance. paying the cost of it are not parking problem does exist 

In skateboarding the pos- ing been invited to hear Mr. their selected representatives PAUL MARCANO, the ones allowed to vote! and it needs attention. 
sibilities for head injuries Coell speak and to hear my to communicate through a Salt Spri ng On another topic, I think So what's next: an article 
are simply too great. Why fellow islanders express neutral, central hub of com-

Unfair 
Kevin Bell must be trying to that favourably compares the 

tempt fate? I'm not even their opinions on why Salt munity networking. I believe improve business for Home Ganges shops to those of the 
considering the practicalities Spring Island should not that network is already in Let me start by stating I Hardware with his com- Mayfair Mall? 
of someone injuring them- incorporate. place and that we· should was in favour of a pool. But ments in the article, "Study MARY GABLE, 
selves and suing the park Clearly we want local gov- avail ourselves of the pos- the referendum and the way debunks parking woes" Ganges 
and costing taxpayers a lot ernance with a particularly sibility that we do not need it was set up was unfair. (Driftwood, December 1) by M ORE LETIERS A1 0 of money, as well as the cost Salt Spring flavour and it was a bricks and mortar solution, It was taxation without favourably comparing Gan-

Trust Council beats reality TV for entertainment 
With Santas and 

elves strutting around 
the Driftwood office 
in the hysterical pre­
Christmas mode that 
strikes the newspaper 
business, I was lucky 
to slip out and cover 

OTHERWISE 
BY GAIL SJUBERG 

the Islands Trust for office renovations. 
Council meeting in Victoria last It's as close as 1 come to watch-
week. - ing reality TV 

Yes, lucky .. Pleas~ hoi~ the At only 30 years of age, the 
calls to the Enc Martm Instttute, Islands Trust is still relatively 
folks , but I love witnessing the young, but council proceedings 
gnash and mash of policy-mak- have com.e a long way s.ince the 
ing undertaken by this group of first meetmgs I coyered m .1 ~91 . 
people you'd hardly recognize as I reme.mber .a particularly ndicu­
the usual shiny-shoed and coiffed lous discu~s10n about whether or 

· · not the Dnftwood should be sued 
pohtlc~l type. for printing the antagonistic com-

You ve got gentle~an farm- ments of a virulent Trust critic 
ers, accountants, retired ferry from Pender Island. 
workers , musician~ and the I'm sure everyone was doing 
former heads of weighty gov- their best at the time, but for­
ernment bodies - along with tunately the Trust has matured 
Salt Spring's own tough-toiling enough to take some heat from 
trustees Kimberly and Eric - the public (and properly discuss 
working with staff to figure out legal matters in-camera.) 
things like whether potable water In fact, Trust Council has wei­
should be mentioned in land use corned the heat to some degree. 
bylaws or reserve funds raided Besides accepting five-minute 

delegation presentations, town 
hall sessions like we have at Salt 
Spring LTC meetings are now an 
entrenched part of the quarterly 
gatherings. 

Town halls are designed to 
bring trustees and constituents 
closer together, provide a more 
informal way to complain or fret 
or celebrate. They're so popular 
that I'd hate to see what form of 
torture is inflicted on the person 
who suggests they be turfed from 
the proceedings. 

But really, the most substantial 
parts of council meetings occur 
after the public has dumped its 
verbal load and hit the ramp on 
the last ferry home. 

The Harbour Towers meeting 
room was packed with the pas­
sionate and the poetic on Thursday 
for the town hall and delegations 
sessions, but by Friday at 10 a.m., 
the only witnesses left besides me 
were Salt Spring Islanders Jean 
Gelwicks, Peter Lamb and Susan 
Russell and the Gambier Island 
regional director. 

Yet Friday is when trustees and 

staff did most of the wrangling 
and voting on decisions that could 
eventually have some impact on 
our lives. 

In one case, the speakers list hit 
3 5 on a motion designed to gauge 
public support for changing laws 
affecting Trust Area land use, and 
each contribution had an impact 
on the much-transformed motion 
and concept. 

I also relish watching sweat 
drip from trustees at budget time, 
when they argue for or against 
spending money on specifics like 
a Trust Fund Board fundraiser, an 
additional planner or new carpet 
for the Victoria Trust office. 

The budget-making process is 
so out front you can hear the coins 
clinking in their pockets. 

Every $36,300 in new spending 
equals a one per cent property 
tax hike, which trustees must be 
able to defend to the constituents 
they meet at the mailbox or coffee 
shop. 

I've tried to figure out why the 
Trust Council decision-making 
process seems to work so well. 

It 's not just due to David Essig's 
considerable chairing skills or the 
polite maneouvering of staff from 
the sidelines. 

It could be that trustees can 
focus on their goals without 
fear of public criticism, unlike 
the semi-hostile environments of 
most LTC meetings. 

Perhaps more heads dissecting 
a problem and sharing experi­
ences simply come up with better 
solutions. 

Of course, the fact they're all 
moving in pretty much the same 
direction may remove the adver­
sarial fly-paper that can paralyze 
any hope of resolution. 

The effectiveness of the Islands 
Trust overall and on individual 
islands could be debated for days, 
I'm sure, but the way Trust Coun­
cil functions at present is hearten­
ing, including its ability to absorb 
some criticism. 

It all bodes well for the Islands 
Trust's longevity. 

And now, it's time to get back to 
business. Has anyone 'seen the bat­
tery for my flashing Santa hat? 
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105Tahouney Rd, Fulford Harbour 653 9966 
(corner of Morningside & Tahouney) -

SENIORS ASSISTED 
LIVING RESIDENCE 
~·~ 

. ~qj>kce 

The roof is on! Balsam House will be ready for occupancy 
Spring 2005 and there are a few suites left. Balsam House 
is the first of 5 Residences being constructed on a sunny 2 
112 acre site adjacent to Lady Minto Hospital, Greenwoods 
and the Seniors' Centre, and across the road from a grocery 
store and pharmacy. 

In each Residence there are 9 ground level suites of varying 
sizes for rent to Seniors. These private patio suites will 
surround a common area consisting of lounge, dining room 
and kitclien in each Residence. A House Manager will live 
on the second level of each Residence and be responsible 
for the delivery ofthe House hospitality services. 

Included in the monthly rent will be: 
• Evening meal 
• Weekly housekeeping and linen laundry 
• 24 hr. response system 

We are taking reservations now. For an 
information package or personal tour of the 

site, please contact: 

Donna Regen, eGA 

Pager (1-800) 537-1201 

OPINION GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

More letters 
When Bush 
comes to 
shove 

It was a glorious day for 
Canadians last week when 
the final runoff for that silly 
contest "the Greatest Cana­
dian" actually did end up 
with a true hero of the peo­
ple, the late, great Tommy 
Douglas. 

Cheers Tommy! 
The unassuming father 

of what we hold so dear as 
Medicare. As true Canadians 
we are not obliged, but com­
pelled to fiercely defend this 
"jewel in our crown" which, 
unfortunately, millions of 
American citizens can only 
dream of having a portion 
thereof. 

Alas, there are those, in the 
southern climes; fundamen­
talist types, who regard our 
healthcare system as "pinko 
commie inspired," referring 
to our country as Canuck­
istan. These disrespectful 
neighbours, many from the 
religious right, are big-time 
friends of Dubya, who also 
shares many of the same dis­
tasteful sentiments towards 
our peace-loving nation. 

George W Bush, the leader 
of the most powerful nation 
in history, came to visit our 
Prime Minister Martin in an 
attempt to mend a few fenc­
es of disagreement since his 
insane decision to illegally 
invade Iraq. 

The irony between Tom­
my's election as our #1 guy 
happening on the same day 
as Dubya's arrival for his 
Alberta steak dinner etc., 
speaks volumes of our true 
differences. The U.S. some­
how, need to be remind­
ed again and again, that 
although we share this huge 
continental border, and our 
trade, cultures and weather 
are all inter-connected, we 

are still, to their great angst, 
"a sovereign nation." Duh? 

Bush's pathetic call for our 
assistance in the big boy Nin­
tendo game called the Star 
Wars missile defence shield 
is nothing less than an intru­
sion in our air space and our 
peace of mind, not forgetting 
the immense cost that the 
American government would 
just love to share with us. 
Thanks but no thanks is my 
reply to the Whitehouse and 
Pentagon dinosaur demons 
that are walking their halls 
of mischief at two minutes 
to midnight. 

We, in Canada, need 
strong, forthright leaders , 
just like our late Tommy 
Douglas, to stare down the 
sadly intimidating and intru­
sive U.S. voice when they 
wish to bargain chip our beef, 
our soft wood, our steel, our 
oil, our water and our sov­
ereignty for their hell-bent 
race for world dominance in 
the name of ignorant greed. 

We Canadians don't like 
to be high-sticked or pushed, 
it's not clean. So when "Bush 
comes to shove," our leaders 
of all parties are compelled 
to tell him and his bullying 
people, in the most clearly 
appropriate way, the words 
of our late, great Canadian 
heroes Pierre Burton, Pierre 
Trudeau, good ol' Tommy 
Douglas and the ever so well­
mannered Jock MacBile, our 
CBC spokesman - Augh! 
Mr. Bush, "get stuffed!" 
PETER HAASE, 
Ganges 

True values 
The SWOVA youth team 

members deserve accolades 
for their generosity of spirit 
during this holiday season. 

As most commercial 
advertisers aim to appeal 
to the consumer desires 
of "gimme, gimme," these 
young people chose to ask 

"What can we give to those 
less fortunate?" 

Two youth team members, 
Jenna McBride and Jessica 
Dollheiser, volunteered their 
time at the recent Together 
We Sing: SSI Peace Festival 
on October 24 at the conces­
sion stand and were awarded 
$50 as their share of the pro­
ceeds. 

On November 30, eight 
team members gave three 
workshops each to Grade 6 
and 7 students at SIMS at 
the "Global Citizens Confer­
ence." 

Nicola Temme!, Aman­
da Noyes, Jenna McBride, 
Dejan Loyola, Joel Edding­
ton, Jacob Schweda and 
Becky Acheson received an 
honorarium of $200 from 
the Social Justice Commit­
tee for their work. 

The entire team discussed 
what they should do with the 
money. Teenagers have many 
needs and wants, especially 
at this time of year. A new 
stereo? A nice dinner out? 
Holiday party? Resources or 
books? 

After some consideration, 
they decided that what they 
really wanted to do was to 
help others. Their decision 
was to divide the money 
between three causes that are 
close to their hearts. Fifty 
dollars will be donated to 
the African Village in Rwan­
da that GISS is supporting 
through donations and fund­
raising to combat AIDS and 
hunger. One hundred dol­
lars will be designated for 
the Transition House to help 
women and children who 
need temporary shelter, and 
$1 00 will go to the food 
bank. 

Isn't it nice to know that 
our community's young 
people are thoughtful, caring 
and generous? And that they 
are able to combat the insidi­
ous advertising messages 
that they are constantly bom­
barded with and act on their 
true values, especially at this 
time of year. Kind of makes 
you want to give a teenager a 
hug today, doesn't it? 
LYNDA LAUSHWAY, 
SWOVA 

Doubts linger 
I am very disappointed in 

the Driftwood for suggesting 
that CUPE BC's decision to 
hire a consultant to review 
the Gulf Island School Dis­
trict budget documents was 
motivated only by self-inter­
est - i .e. "CUPE jobs." 
(December I editorial.) 

British Columbia's larg­
est public sector union has 
a proud, 40-year history of 

defending quality public ser­
vices in every community 
in this province. We make 
no apologies for represent­
ing the interests of dedicated 
public servants, but we will 
not be reduced to a carica­
ture or a one-trick pony. 

CUPE members in B.C. 
represent more than 110,000 
taxpaying families whose 
children are enrolled in 
every single school district. 
As parents and school board 
employees, we are very con­
cerned about the future of 
education in this province. 

More than 110 schools 
have closed since the Camp­
bell government took power 
and changed the education 
funding formula. Children 
with special needs are receiv­
ing fewer educational servic­
es, class sizes have grown, 
schools are dirtier due to 
custodial cuts, and a handful 
of districts are risking the 
education of our children by 
adopting drastic measures 
- such as the four-day week 
- against the will of parents 
in most communities. 

Several Gulf Islands par­
ents were the first to point 
out the anomalies in the bud­
get documents when CUPE 
engaged the services of Mr. 
Malcolrnson, an independent 
consultant. He was asked to 
report on the district's public 
documents and whether the 
school board's deficit projec­
tions were accurate. 

He was not asked to 
unearth anything but the 
truth from the budget 
information approved by 
the elected trustees of this 
school board. 

School board budgeting is 
not a science - it is based 
on choices and priorities. 
When the board decides to 
radically alter the delivery of 
education, this community 
has a right to know whether 
that decision was the correct 
one. At the very least, Mr. 
Malcolmson's report ques­
tions the financial assump­
tions behind those decisions. 
The doubts about the dis­
trict's real financial picture 
linger today. 

This school board and 
its senior staff have much 
to answer for. Instead of 
defending quality education 
by submitting a small defi­
cit budget, they have suc­
cumbed to the B.C. Liberal 
government's cost-cutting 
craze - all while the prov­
ince boasts of a multi-billion 
dollar surplus. · 
BARRY O'NEILL, 
President, CUPE BC 
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2 E~ b01t tJce P'tiu ~ 0Ke 
Lunch and Dinner 
Buy any 2 entrees and the lesser priced entree will be deducted from 
the bill , with the purchase of an appetizer or dessert, per person. 
You must present this coupon to your server. 
Not valid with any other offer. Valid for 2 coupons per table. 
Valid Sunday thru Thursday until Dec 2.1/04 

Call for reservations 
537-5041 
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More letters 
Silence 

I haven't heard a lot recent­
ly from the fire trustees on 
the impending decision on 
not installing the cell tower 
in central Ganges beside the 
park. 

This is troublesome when 
many decisions that affect 
our lives are done behind 
closed doors. Or they an~ 
strung out over a long period 
of time so that we forget or 
get tired of the struggle. 

But I, for one, would real­
ly like to know when this 
decision will be made and 
what it is . 

As a local resident and 
merchant, and citizen con­
cerned about unknown 
science, I believe the best 
approach to anything uncer­
tain is the precautionary 
principle. Proceed with cau­
tion or do not proceed at all. 

At the last fire trustees 
meeting I attended, much talk 
was circulating how the fire 
department was consider-

ing this cell tower for safety 
reasons. I asked the trustees 
who instigated this deal: the 
fire trustees or Telus. They 
said Telus did. In that case, 
the talk about safety is only 
a secondary reason for the 
proposal; the primary reason 
is not safety, it is that Telus 
wants a tower in town, and 
will likely want more towers 
on the island. 

I ask that the fire trustees 
come to a decision, and the 
right one for this community, 
who have already spoken in 
the hundreds, and the more 
than 1,000 people who have 
said "no" to this proposal. 

There has been too much 
silence and too many private 
dealings on this very public 
issue and it's time it came 
to a close. Please make the 
right choice. 
KEN ROULEAU, 
Salt Spring 

Safeguarding 
It was a historic moment 

1st Ganges Scouts 
on-island supplier 

when the Islands Trust was 
formed 30 years ago -like 
the foresight of the creation 
of Stanley Park. 

It was a time of vision in 
defence of a unique region 
from rapid real estate devel­
opment. The vision of those 
who created the Islands 
Trust (this archipelago of 
13 major islands and more 
than 450 smaller islands) 
was created out of wisdom 
that believed the value of our 
islands goes beyond dollars 
and cents; that they were and 
are a sacred trust to be pre­
served forever, and that it 
is our duty to pass them on 
unspoiled to those who come 
after us. 

The Islands Trust was 
given the mandate and the 
trustees were entrusted 
with a duty to safeguard 
the islands' special qualities 
and to ensure a high level of 
protection of its landscape, 
scenic beauty and ecologi-

cal values for the benefit 
of future generations . . . 
in trust. 

With its designation as 
a Trust, our islands were 
acknowledged to warrant 
special treatment within 
the land use planning sys­
tem. No other trust exists in 
B.C. or in Canada, like the 
Islands Trust, which was an 
experiment. There was no 
blueprint. It needs reviewing 
from time to time to see if it 
is still successful doing what 
it was created to do. It is that 
time again. 

It is time again for vision in 
defence of our islands. Devel­
opment pressures are growing 
- our islands are sandwiched 
between two of the largest cit­
ies in the province. More than 
50 per cent of B.C.'s popula­
tion is at our doorstep and 
we are easily accessible to 
Washington State. 

It is increasingly difficult 
for our trustees to fight off 
this pressure with the tools 
they have been given. Our 
islands are not the private 
preserve of the 1ucky few 
who live on them. The Trust 
is the child of th~ province 
for the enjoyment of every­
one, forever. They are visited 
and loved and cherished by 
thousands of people in B.C., 
Canada and other countries. 

Please join me in asking 
Minister Co ell (our MLA 
and Ministry of Commu­
nity, Aboriginal and Wom­
en's Services) to make it 
his vision and priority, on 
his watch over our islands, 
to empower the Trust with 
additional tools to carry out 
their mandate to preserve 
and protect all our islands 

. for our grandchildren's 
grandchildren. 
JEAN GELWICKS, 
Salt Spring 

Christmas 

gl~!~~t time of year 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

when two things float 
through our consciousness: 
what to give for Christmas 
and how to ease our tax bur­
den for 2004. 

Ssplash can help with 
these thorny issues. Dona­
tions made for the indoor 
pool are great gifts as they 
come with a Ssplash Christ­
mas card acknowledging the 
gift in the name of the donor. 
They are also accompanied 
by a tax receipt, which can 
be used for tax purposes. 

This is truly a gift that 
keeps on giving; not only 
to your loved one but to the 
whole community. Gifts can 
be given in any amount and 
make everyone feel they are 
part of something very big 
and very wonderful that is 
happening in this commu­
nity. 

Now that we have a clear 
mandate to proceed and build 
the indoor pool we need. to 
continue our fundraising 
efforts to get the "extras" for 
the indoor pool that will not 
come with the basic package. 
We are referring to things 
like: bleachers for viewing 
swim team events, disabil­
ity equipment for the change 
room and entry into the main 
tank of the pool, lockers, 
water fountain and, of course, 
the fun stuff like, raindrops, 
water slides, the concession 
equipment and sauna. 

So when you are planning 
your shopping for the holi­
day season, please consider 
a gift to everyone from you 
and your family. You will 
find a pledge form which can 
also be used as a donation 
form in the newspaper. 

Ssplash and the commu­
nity thank you and we wish 
you a very healthy Christ­
mas. 
DARLENE STEELE, 
Ssplash president 

MORE LETTERS A14 
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There are lots of possibilities for this quality built home 
that sits on 1.28 acres overlooking Cusheon Lake. An 
easy conversion will turn the lower level into an in-law 
suite with private entry. It was purpose built as a B&B 
and is a turn-key for that use. It would make a sttmning 
family home. You will be drawn to the wonderful use of 
wood and European country flavour of the home, well 
planned on 3 levels. There are two large decks, one 
with a hot tub and a workshop is below one deck. The 
landscape is very pretty and easy care. The location 
is conveniently just a 5 minute drive to town and the 
property is serviced with piped water. The price reflects 
excellent value, very much less than replacement cost. 

These owners want to move on with 
their plans and invite offers! 

$579,000 

Donna Regen, eGA 

Pager (1-800) 537-1201 

L_~~Qud;f<4Jd· 
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RANT 
RANTS 

To all of you well-meaning 
folks (including tarot card 
readers ) who feel the need 
to lecture a pregnant woman 
about where, how and why 
she should give birth, or 
if you feel you just have to 
make comments about how 
huge/small/high/low/awful 
she looks, or if you just can't 
resist sharing birth horror 
stories- and making predic­
tions about how awful her 
birth will be . . . Please, if 
you can't say anything nice, 
don't say anything at all. 
Maggie Ramsey and Terri 
Murray, midwives. 

ROSES 
An oh-so-grateful bou­

quet of everlasting roses to 
Mamee Bellevance for sav­
ing the day and contributing 
to the Salt Spring Elementa­
ry afternoon snack program 
just when we thought nobody 
cared! Thanks, Mamee, the 
kids really loved the good­
ies. 

Oodles of roses to Sam, 
Emma, Silken, Mack, Jes­
sica and Una - you are the 
best. Thanks from the Ful­
ford Hall for all your help 
at the Christmas fair. Songs 
of roses to all the volunteers 
- you are the true spirit of 
community. 

Armful of roses to Rose, 
the bravest girl I know. 
Thanks, Bow Wow & Co. 

A truckload of rose petals 
to Dick "Good Guy" Crier. 
From Copper Kettle and 
Peace Works! 

Lots of sweet-scented 
native roses to the workers 
in the salmon enhancement 
program for taking broom 
and gorse out of our water­
sheds. Great work because 
"broom is doom" and "gorse 
is worse." JS 

Bunches of roses to all 
those wonderful craft people 
who supported Fulford Hall 
at its Christmas craft fair. We 
love having you. A big bou­
quet as well to all the people 
who spent their money there. 

Arlene Rainbow May RMT 
Registered Massage Therapist 
2 0 Years Experience 

Relaxation Massage 
Injury Rehabilitation 
Craniosacral 
Muscle and Movement 

Pattern Re-education 
Home and B&B Visits 
• Covered by most Health Plans 

537-1503 
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VS'ES' 
Name: UMA MEYERS 
537/538/653: 538 
Occupation(s): Trainer at North 
End Fitness. 
Hobbies: Eating, reading and 
wine-making. 

We can now insure and heat 
the hall! 

Wild roses to all the pas­
sionate and articulate speak­
ers who attended the meet- . 
ing with Murray Coell on 
December 6 in support of 
strengthening the Islands 
Trust and making it more 
effective. Bravo! 

A very large bouquet to 
Robert Bateman, Marie 
Beaudoin, Janet Dwyer, 
Steven Friedman, Jonathan 
Grant, Eric Klemm, Michael 
Levy, Treena Norrish, Kevin 
Steinke and Barbara Wood­
ley for donating their art to 
the SSI Daycare 2005 Fund­
raising Calendar. The calen­
dar is gorgeous because of 
their contributions, and their 
support of the SSI Daycare 
is gratefully appreciated. 
Thank you for helping us 
build a new daycare for the 
community. (SSI Daycare 
Board of Directors) 

A beautiful bunch of 
mixed roses to match the 
colourful and attractive lady 
who tapped on my car win­
dow in Ganges to tell me 
that my licence had expired 

Arrangements 
for Christmas 

Made lo order with fresh 
seasonal flowers (j5 8reens 

Flowers by 

Arrangement 
520 Long Harbour Rd 

10am·5pm 
BETH CHERNEFF 537-9252 

in July. Fortunately I had 
only forgotten to apply the 
sticker. DE 

Roses to the couple who 
dropped off the found mouth 
retainer at the Driftwood 
office on Saturday. It was 
returned to its owner. SL 

Roses all year round to the 
folks at the United Church 
and StarBooks for opening 
the ir doors and hearts to 
those who need a warm, dry 
place to sleep. 

G DERRICK'S 

~ ISLAND PICS 

Home finished/unfinished: Is 250 
square feet considered a home? 
Favourite people: Everyone. 
Favourite read: In Search of 
Medicine Buddha. 
Best thing about SSI: The people 
who live here, the amazing hiking 
and excellent community spirit. 
Worst thing about SSI: Driving a 
leaky car around a town that has 
no parking. 
Best place to kiss on SSI?: 
Mmmm ... a kiss would be nice. 

Frozen Select Serving OPEN 
8am-9pm 

DAILY 

GRADE "A" TURKEYS 
5-9kg Only 

Limit 1 Per $25.00 

95¢ Family Order · 'lib Excluding Turkey 
I $2.o9kg 

~icl< u~ yout ~~~ ~" w -

••• it'g btimtnin,R. with bonug digcount!: 
ftom all of u~! 

®Terrific In-Store 
Chrj.stmaS Discounts 

December 17 
The last Frida'3 

before Christmas Eve 
ALL MOUAIS stORES 

OPEN 'tiL 8PM 
Enjoy FREE in-store "Oyster Bars" 

p\us Great Discounts! 
Then join us at SHlPSTONES 

Tap Room &lounge ... 
'Where corks are popping 

and DJ's are spinning' 

@ FR£b Gift Wrapping 
@Appetizers & Refreshments 

While You Shop 
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More letters 
@4;n C!Jasi.s ot 12_uiet 6 eun 

This open sunny 5 acre property offers rural living at 
its best but it is conveniently located just 5 minutes to 
town, A spacious rancher with a self contained suite 
at one end overlooks a large stocked pond surrounded 
by lush willows and iris. The pond irrigates the 
property and fenced garden. For the artisan or home 
professional, the 1200 sq. ft. quality partitioned studio 
building offers myriad options. You will be charmed 
by the natural light enjoyed in the sweet, privately sited, 
cottage that has a valley view of the neighbouring 
vineyard. A creek crosses the front of the property 
and there is a forest to explore at the back. 

The owners have moved on in their lives and want this 
property sold immediately! This new price is $76,000 

-.-... , less than an August 2004 appraisal for 
mortgage purposes. 

Now $689,000 

Donna Regen, eGA 

Pager (1-800) 537-1201 

~Qtd.Atf<~Jd. 

Set precedent 
I'm grateful to Brian 

Smallshaw for informing 
us, through last week's letter 
to the Driftwood, about MP 
Gary Lunn's private mem­
ber's bill calling for the auto­
matic rejection of refugee 
claims from countries that 
respect human rights. 

It seems this bill is 
designed to shut out people 
like Jeremy Hinzman and 
Brandon Hughey, who are 
deserters from the U.S. 
army. 

A recent CBS News report 
says that the Pentagon counts 
more than 5,500 people in 
uniform who have deserted 
since the 2003 war in Iraq 
(a war that was supposedly 
over months ago!) I hope 
that most of these thousands 
are people like Hughey, who 
has obviously grown morally 
as a result of his experience 
in the army. · 

I quote: "Before I joined 
the Army, I would have 
thought the same way. [refer­
ring to angry letters written 
to a San Antonio newspaper 
about his desertion]. Any­
one who said no to a war, I 
would have thought them a 
traitor and a coward. So, in 
that essence, I'm thankful 
for this experience, because 
it has opened my eyes and 
it has taught me not to take 
things on the surface." 

Canada set a precedent 
in 1991 when it granted an 
honourable discharge to 
Jason Miller, who was an 
acting sub-lieutenant in the 
Navy. Through his military 
experience he became a con-

c:§at:Ly 'TOkci.stma.s @)aLe 
25o~ Everything 

0 in the 
off store 

<!!Jar the pet who has everything. 

Unique dog & cat .. dinner" bowls. 

scientious objector. 
Let's hope that Canada 

will set another precedent 
by granting refugee status to 
soldiers who are refusing to 
kill in an illegal and deeply 
horrible war. 
JAN SLAKOV, 
Salt Spring 

Amazing 
faith 

The institution of marriage 
has always been so fallible, 
illustrated by its persistent 
50 per cent failure rate. But 
many of us ignore or won't 
admit this fact. 

And rather than working 
hard to examine and improve 
this situation, we throw tem­
per tantrums about gays and 
lesbians behaving as if they 
are a threat to us when exer­
cising their freedom to join 
in marriage. 

Actually, their faith in mar­
riage is amazing. Should the 
dictates of our dogmas blind 
us and be used to remove 
their freedom? 

Love is love, is love. How 
can we judge the quality of 
other people's love? 
GORDON BARNES, 
Salt Spring 

Ploy 
One must continue to 

question the inordinately 
higher gas prices on Salt 
Spring, as well as the cost of 
fruit and vegetables here on 
the island. 

Consider the following 
prices at a small grocery on 
West Broadway in Vancou­
ver. Eggplant, 2 for $1; Eng­
lish cukes, 99 cents; zucchi­
ni, 50 cents a pound; on the 
vine tomatoes, $2.49 pound. 

Is this a ploy by B.C. Fer­
ries to get us to travel to shop 
off island? 
SID FILKOW, 
Salt Spring 

Not small lots 
lam responding to a quote 

attributed to trustee Kimber­
ly Lineger in the December 
1 article "Trincomali subdi­
vision on hold." 

I cannot believe she really 
said that she had no issue 
with the size of the lots 
because "that whole neigh­
bourhood [is made up of] 
half-acre to three-quarter­
acre lots." 

It is true that some South 
Bank/Trincomali/Lawn Hill 
lots may be under one acre; 
but this is not true of the land 
surrounding the proposed 
development. 

The properties to the west 
and the Stark Road proper­
ties are a good deal larger. 
To the east is a 50-acre par­
cel. 

On the northern bound­
ary are two lots: one is five 

WINTERFEST: At 
top, fortune-teller 
Brian Box meets with 
Winterfest visitors, 
while at left, Jessica 
Kliaman displays a 
handmade candle. 
The annual Decem­
ber event run by Salt 
Spring Centre School 
took place at the Salt 
Spring Centre last 
Saturday. 

acres, the other six and a half 
acres. 

The size of the properties 
sharing the narrow country 
road leading to this unwel­
come development varies. 

Two 1 0-acre lots have each 
been divided into one and 
nine acres. 

The other lots range in size 
from four to 20 acres. 

I hope Ms. Lineger is not 
going to be making her deci­
sion on this important mat­
ter believing that the whole 
neighbourhood is divided 
into lots of less than one 
acre. 
MARGARET BEARDSELL, 
Trincomali Heights 

2 HOUR MADNESS SALE 
Friday, December 17th from 5-7pm 

5Q0fo OFF EVERYTHING 
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School district's financial update raises further issues 
By JOHN MALCOLMSON 

May Mackenzie's Decem­
ber 1 Driftwood response to 
my analysis of school board 
finances has me guilty of 
inaccuracies, incorrect con­
clusions, and other misde­
meanours. 

And, according to a sub­
sequent Driftwood editorial, 
I am to be seen as a hired 
gun bought to reach conclu­
sions pre-determined by my 
clients. 

My report analyzed public 
documents -whether fund­
ing announcements, budgets 
or financial statements. The 
district uses these documents 
to present its finances and, 
as such, their contents help 
hold it accountable. Parents 
and the public at large have 
a right to expect accuracy 
in these figures. If figures 
have to be "ground-truthed" 
before they can be trusted, 
there is something wrong 
with the way they are report­
ed in the first place. 

May Mackenzie's article 
chides me for relying on 
the estimated "holdback" of 
$126,000 when the real fig­
ure was closer to $71,000. 
The reason for the difference 
is the fact that there were 
2,950 more students across 
the entire province than 
were expected last spring. 
Paying for these students 
had the impact of watering 
down what was left over 

IN 
DEPTH 

for holdback allocations to 
districts like Gulf Islands . 
That accounted for the lower 
actual holdback amount. 

Yes, there was a problem 
with my claim of 10 addi­
tional international students 
and $100,000 in additional 
tuition revenue. I made an 
error when comparing this 
and last year's enrolments 
and for that I take full 
responsibility. 

However, a relevant ques­
tion raised in my report 
but given little attention 
in the ensuing dust-up is 
how international tuition 
can have raised more than 
$564,000 (gross) two years 
ago when there were 46.5 
FTE students, yet yield only 
$400,000 (net) in 2004/05 
when enrolment is 4~ per 
cent higher than 2002/03? 

The answer to this ques­
tion is tied up with District 
64 's decision to transfer its 
international program to a 
separate corporation. No 
one yet knows how m{ich 
recent international tuition 
revenue is being taken up in 
costs and expenses within 
this corporation. Yet that is 
something that has a clear 

Sunfre {?re4tiJJn~ 
Fine Jewellry & Gifts 

Unique Distinctive Beautiful 

Art Jewellry 
Silver Jewellry 

Mammoth Tusk 
Carvings 

Candles 
Art Cards 

Collectable Bears 

Enter our Free Draw 

Sculptures 
Blown Glass 
Silk Scarves 

& Shawls 

We invite you to come in , browse & 
enter our free d raw for this beautiful 
Amethyst Pendant. 
Draw date December 20th. 

Grace Point Square 
Monday-Saturday I Oam-5pm, 

Sunday I Oam-4pm 
537~9500 

bearing on the Board's claim 
to a current year "shortfall." 

May Mackenzie also criti­
cizes me for not addressing 
the "magnitude of the finan­
cial challenge which the Dis­
trict will face in 2005/06" 
stemming in part from "a 
further projected decline in 
enrolment." 

The problem here is that 
enrolment did not decline 
this year for District 64's 
regular programs. Adult 
counts have dropped, but 
2004/05 school-aged enrol­
ment is less than one student 
below last year's level and a 
full 50 FTE stuqents more 
than what was anticipated 
last spring. 

Because the province 
funds on a per student basis, 
one would expect these new 

students to have a signifi­
cant impact on District 64's 
"shortfall," this year and par­
ticularly next year. 

Evidently not. Instead, we 
get a re-assertion of "fall­
ing enrolment" arguments 
from the spring and a re-tal­
lied "shortfall" that raises 
new concerns. The board's 
rebuttal notes that the dis­
trict's surplus was intention­
ally left out of preliminary 
budget calculations. Why? 
How does that enhance 
financial transparency and 
accountability? There is 
more. The board's rebuttal 
says it expects to appro­
priate a prior year surplus 
of "approximately two per 
cent" in its amended budget 
in February. On an operating 
budget of$14.6 million, two 

at 

per cent equals $292,000. 
So, we have now seen the 
surplus go from $69,000 last 
spring, to $123,000 in the 
financial statements, to pos­
sibly $292,000 in the rebut­
tal doctiment. 

Is there any wonder differ­
ent "shortfall" declarations 
are received with skepti ­
cism? As the recent Drift­
wood editorial suggests, pick 
a number! 

May Mackenzie also 
rebuts my presentation of 
board figures documenting 
an increase in principal and 
vice-principal staffing. How­
ever, the practice of adding 
in replacement staff on top 
of those away on medical 
leave last year to calculate a 
net decrease this year doesn't 
compute. 

Ms. Mackenzie should 

have been advised this is 
double-counting of a type 
explicitly prohibited by Min­
istry of Education rules for 
the completion of staffing 
reports. There were other 
issues raised in my report for 
which the board has declined 
comment - inconsistencies 
in enrolment reporting, the 
allocation of no staff to the 
targeted aboriginal program 
and anomalies in salary and 
staff reporting - other than 
to imply malice on my part. 

However, notwithstanding 
my error with international 
enrolments, the district's 
financial update raises issues 
not unlike those originally 
prompting my being asked 
to compile my report. 

The writer is a Burnaby­
based consultant. 

Tree House South 
is open for 

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week. 

TREE HOUSE SOUTH 
Served on December 16 (Thurs), 17 (Fri), 18 (Sat), 22 (Wed), 23 

(Thurs), 30 (Thurs) & 31 _ (New Years Eve) and January 1 (Sat) 
5:00-8:30pm 

Prepared by: llyes Bouziri 

REGULAR MENU ALSO AVAILABLE 
We will also be open for brunch on 

Boxing Day & New Years Day 

book your 
christmas 

party 
todayl 

For pa rties of 12 or more the organizer 
eats free. To make reservations call 
653-4833 or email us at 
treehouse@saltspring.com. Specially 
designed menus for your group are 
encouraged. 

, .. t~/ 
TrecrH'O.use gouJJ,. 

In Fulford of the ferry landing 

t1p.prdiiJllui 
Vol-au'.:.Vent oysters with a raspberry scent:d sauce 

Spinach a nd grilled pears with Salt Spring lslqnd goat 
cheese and a candied walnut lemon vinaigrette 

Bacon-wrapped prawns with asparagus & avocado, 
lime & tomato pate 

:~~=~·\~ 

>~#.,~ 

[l1i:J~Juld 
Roasted free range chicken breast with endive and 

champagne coul is - served on blackened acorn 
with grilled vegetables 

~Fj !..~, ;,§_ 

Hopef1JJ~ze~;f'A';! .. ~.covy ~uck breast with ~elicious a 
c~~~hs --:-... se~Ci w•tb shttake mushroom nee and 

:;;:> .,.,,w&" · .;, grilled asparagus 
-·:~& ~ :' ,~::>.- % 

Portabello picC::ata With almond bredd crumb, rosemary 
and balsamic vinegar 

Grilled' rack of la'!'b sauteed. in a light .. love.nd···.e.r h~n. ey 
gravy - served w1th chcmtereHe and p1 11e nu,tpce and 

'' grilled vegetables '' AF 

Braised halibyt with sea spray sau~e - served with rose 
petal cinnamon scented couscous, chiffonade of endive 

and sui choy cabbgge 

>~#.,~ 

"' 
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~· ·Salt Spring Island Community Services 
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

537-9971 
ALL OF OUR SERVICES ARE FREE 

* 24 HR. CRISIS LINE: Toll free number: 1-866-386-6323. 
Cal ler is connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria. 

* EMERGENCY FOOD BANK: Open Tuesday 11-3. 
* COUNSELLING SERVICES: Crisis and short-term counselling 

provided by Community Workers. 
• ALCOHOL & DRUG PROGRAM: Prevention & treatment service is 

free & confidential. Accupuncture- Detox Clinic. 
* FAMILY PLACE: PARENT & CHILD DROP IN - Monday closed, 

Tuesdays, parent chi ld Mother Goose, 10:00-11:30 til Dec. 14th, Wednesday 12-2, 
Thursday - walk in Mouat Park 9:30-11am followed by Family Place Drop In and 
snack 'ti l 12:30, Friday, Rughuggers 11-1. Family Place Coordinator Ragnhild 
Flakstad, Child & Family Counsellor 537-9176. 

• RECYCLE DEPOT: Open Tuesday - Saturday from 10:00am-5pm, 
349 Rainbow Rd., 537-1 200. 

* COMMUNITY WELLNESS PROGRAMS COORDINATOR: 
Cal l Sharon Glover at 537-4607. 

• Emergency Mental Health Services available: 4pm to midnight. 
Access is available through the Emergency Rm at Lady Minto Hospital 
call: 538-4840. 

SQ;JfwF!!it:Jsf~ O~i 17tiL,tjpgJ 
5:37-5551 
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Turkey 
dinner 
at hall 

The Salt Spring United 
Church is sponsoring a 
free Christmas meal on 
December 25 at Meaden 
Hall from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. 

It's for anyone who 
would li ke t o spend 
Christmas with others 
rather than be alone, or for 
people who can't afford to 
prepare a special meal. 

Vegetarian foo d is 
served in addition to a tra­
ditional turkey spread. 

Interested volunteers 
can call Gary Fletcher at 
537-4960. 

Blue 
Ch~istmas 
€asi l'\g the pail'\ o f 

C l·wistmas 
S pecial set<vice at 
55 l;\1'\ited C hut<ch 

Tht-tt's ., Dec. 16, 
2pm 

FOOD DRIVE: Employees of Ganges Village Market along with a few helpers 
gather at the island grocery store to collect non-perishable food items for the Salt 
Spring food bank. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Film festival dates announced 
Our Island, Our World 

Film Festival will once again 
be providing inspirational 
documentaries and feature­
length films from around 
the world March 4, 5, and 
6, 2005 for its Gulf Islands 
audience. 

" I'm excited about this 
year's lineup," said Carol 
Grier, one of the festival's 
organizers. "Our main cri­
terion for film selection is 
social justice and how we 
can then relate the films to 
our own community. I found 
'last year's films about AIDS 
particularly inspiring. Some 
people think these films are 
depressing, but when you see 
how local people, SOLID, 
for example, are stepping up 
to make a difference, how 
can you not be motivated to 
do something?" 

Grier said last year's bio­
diese l film was another 

example that motivated peo­
ple to learn about the energy 
crisis and create a workshop 
to provide an alternative 
to using petroleum-based 
fuels . 

Some of this year's films 
include Naomi Klein and 
Avi Lewis's The Take, an 
uplifting story of the take­
over of a shuttered ceramic 
tile factory by workers in 
the aftermath of Argentina's 
economic collapse in 2001; 
El Contrato, a "stunning 
expose" of Canadian exploi­
tation of vulnerable migrant 
workers; and Orwell Rolls 
in his Grave, a "wake-up 
call that we have already 
entered an Orwellian world 
when history, context and 
language are redefined daily 
by the government, as the 
media broadcasts the new 
version of the· truth without 
question." 

Local films and filmmak­
ers will also be featured and 
community groups will be 
on hand to offer involvement 
opportunities to island resi­
dents ready to take the next 
step. 

The film festival is an 
opportunity to see firsthand 
some of the challenges that 
exist in our world today and 
to join others in our com­
munity to make a difference. 
Film listings and other infor­
mation about the festival 
will be updated regularly at 
www.savesaltspring.com/ 
filmfest.html. 

"We have an energetic 
team of film enthusiasts put­
ting together this year's festi­
val, and we're having a great 
time," stated Grier. If you 
wish to get involved with 
the film festival, or for more 
information, call Carol or 
Dick Grier at 537-4406. 

Fulford Hall readies for Santa visit 
Pancakes and Santa will be dished up 

together at Fulford Hall this weekend as an 
island tradition lives on. 

Santa's Breakfast gets underway at 9 a.m. 
this Sunday (December 19) with pancakes, 
sausages, juice and Ometepe coffee all for 
$3 . 

"South end men will be honing their pan-

cake-flipping skills, while the women do the 
dishing up," notes a press release. ''No one 
leaves hungry." 

Santa will drop by to visit with the chil­
dren following breakfast. 

Santa's Breakfast is a long-time tradition 
at Fulford Hall that runs every year at Christ­
mastime. 
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'Blue' 
• service 

eases 
• patn 

Salt Spring United Church 
is again offering its Blue 
Christmas service. 

This year it takes place 
at the church on Thursday, 
December 16 from 2 to 3 
p .m. 

Subtitled "Easing the pain 
of Christmas," the service 
recognizes that Christmas 
can be a stressful time for 
many. 

" Some people may need 
an opportunity to slow down. 
It may be time to focus on 
one 's priorities," notes a 
church press release. 

"Christmas can be a pain­
ful time. It may be the first 
Christmas without loved 
family members or friends 
who have recently died. The 
strong emphasis on family 
and togetherness can empha­
size the loneliness of those 
who are separated from loved 
ones. The anguish of broken 
relationships, the insecurity 
of unemployment, the weari­
ness of ill health, the pain 
of isolation - all these can 
make people feel very alone 
in the midst of celebrating 
and spending." 

The Blue Christmas Ser­
vice can remind people that 
they are not alone. It can 
give them the space and time 
to acknowledge their con­
cerns and receive comfort 
and support. 

The service includes a 
brief message, carols and 
prayers, with light refresh­
ments served afterwards. 

Other Salt Spring United 
Church Christmas-related 
activities are the Advent IV 
Worship Service at 10 a.m. 
on Sunday, December 19 and 
a Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service of lessons and carols 
at 7 p.m. 

SEASONAL WARES: 
Angela Grundy sells her 
Christmas wares at the 
Last Minute Christmas 
Craft Fair held last Friday­
Sunday at Mahon Hall. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Winners 
nan1ed 
BRIDGE 
TRICKS 

On November 29, Jill 
Evans and Irene Hawksworth 
were first, John Jefferson 
and Brent Vickers were sec­
ond, and Boodie Arnott and 
Glenda Kaiser were third. 

On December 6, the Laun­
drys were well out in front, 
trailed by Joan Conlan and 
Blanche Poborsa. Then came 
Boodie and Glenda. 

Holiday hours 
Even though our offices and call centres are closed 

on December 24, 25, 26, 27, and on January 1, 2, 

and 3, 2005, our emergency crews will be on hand 

24 hours a day to keep your holiday bright. In the 

event of an emergency, call 1 888 POWERON 

(1 888 769-3766). 

For general inquiries call 1 800 BCHYDRO 

(1 800 224-9376) between 7 a.m. and 5:30 p.m., 

Monday to Saturday, except for the 

dates mentioned above. 

We wish you a safe and happy holiday. 

See a great photo in the Driftwood? 
Want a copy? You can order reprints 
Available in 4x6, 5x7 or 8xl 0 sizes. 
Call 537-9933 to order your reprint today! 

DRIFTWOOD 
CLASSIFIED$ 
The Island's marketplace 

Page B19 

Tbriftys pledges for Ssplash 
Ssp/ash President Darlene Steele accepts a cheque for $20,000 from 

Thrifty Foods owner Dan Lee. The cheque is the first portion of Thriftys 
Foods pledge for $100,000.00 for an indoor pool on Salt Spring. 

and organizations 
to publicize 

charitable donations. 

First-come, 
first-served basis 
as space permits. 

Call Penny for details. 

G\@'·~i~' d unl.L,W«<~~o;~,D .. ·· 
328 Lower Ganges Rd 

537-9933 

PLEDGE FORAN INDOOR POOL 

SSPLASH - WHERE WE ARE 
TODAY 
SSPLAS ... H20 (Salt Spring Pool 
Association) is a Registered Not For 
Profit British Columbia Society with 
a Charitable Tax Number from the 
Federal Government. We formed in 
order "to research, campaign for, raise 
funds for and establish an operating 
body for an indoor swimming pool 
on Salt Spring Island and so promote 
the health and well-being of the 
community." To date we have raised 
$335,000 in cash and pledges. 

REFERENDUM 
NOVEMBER 20TH 2004 
Salt Spring voters went to the polls 
on November 20th and authorized 
a bylaw to borrow funds to build 
an Indoor Pool on Salt Spring. The 
vote passed by a large margin- 2358 
in favour and 1131 against. These 
results show that the CRD has a clear 
mandate to build an Indoor Pool. 

SSPLASH PLEDGE 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
You can pledge to assist with the 
Indoor Pool by offering goods, labour, 
building materials, or with a financial 
contribution in the form or cash, or 
an equivalent. We would like to have 
your pledges now so we can complete 
our financial planning for the pool. 
If you wish to make a contribution 
please complete the following form 
and mail it to SSPLASH or you 
can give it to any SSPLASH board 
member. 

GIFTS OR IN MEMORIAM 
DONATIONS 
Any gift or pledge you make can 
be given on behalf of or honouring 
another. This may be ideal for 
Birthday, Anniversary or Christmas 
gifts. It may also be an appropriate 
way to remember a loved one who has 
passed away. 

WISH LIST 
When the Design Task Force worked 
to lower the operating and building 
costs so that we could get a cost low 
enough to go to referendum, some 
items were put on hold- planned for but 
not to be included in the initial phase of 
construction. They would be installed as 
funds become available. This allows us 
to invite our supporters to specify where 
to apply your donations or pledges. 

In no particular order: 
./ Drinking fountain $5,000 
./ Lectr Ana tor 

(= no chlorin~ in water) $30,000 
./ Sauna $50,000 
./Lockers 
./ Water slide $300,000 
./ Solar heat panels $50,000 
./Disabled change area/table $5,000 
./ Disabled lift into pool 
./ Disabled door opener 
./ Bleachers 
./ Concession with furniture 

I, (YOUR NAME OR YOUR COMPANY'S NAME), 

PLEDGE THE FOLLOWING TO SSPLASH TO BE USED TO BUILD AN INDOOR POOL ON SALT SPRING ISLAND ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS AND GOODS: ___________ ___________ _ 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE INDOOR POOL:. ____________________ _ 

SER~CES: ______________________________ _ 

CASH , LAND, STOCKS, OTHER GIFTS, DONATION: _________________ _ 

GOODS, TO BE PROVIDED AT WHOLESALE PRICE: __________________ _ 

I ACCEPT THAT MY PLEDGE WILL BE ACTED UPON WHEN THE BUILDING OF THE INDOOR POOL COMMENCES 
AND ONLY THEN. FAILURE TO PROCEED WITH THE BUILDING OF AN INDOOR POOL WILL RENDER THIS 
PLEDGE NULL AND VOID. 

I AM ALLOWED TO WITHDRAW MY PLEDGE IF CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE TO MAKE FULFILMENT OF MY 
PLEDGE IMPOSSIBLE. 

Signed: , Date, 

DETAILS 
Full Name: Phone# _________ _ 

Address: ______________ ___________________ _ 
E-Mail, ___________________________________ _ 

Nature of Donations: (Any information we need to understand the scope of your donation.) _ _ _________ _ 

Tax Receipt for Donation? Yes No Value of Goods or Services for Tax purposes ___ _ 

May we use your name and describe your donation in our advertising? Yes No 

Do you wish to be completely anonymous? Yes No 

In the case of large donations there may be naming opportunities for sections of the Indoor Pool, or its equipment. Does this 
interest you? Yes No 

Is there anything else you want us to know about you, your company, or your donation? ____________ _ 

Comph;te and Return to: SSplash, PO Box 597, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2W2 

"" · 

,. 
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7 successful years celebrated 

BIRTHDAY BASH: Salt Spring's Transition House Thrift Store brought out the cake 
and party treats last Friday to celebrate the store's seventh birthday. Seen here 
are, from left, Nancy Boyce, Gillian Smith, Christina Antonick, Patsy Siemens, 
Donna Jenkins, Gill Cobanli and Ernestine Wood. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Transitions Thrift Store 
held its seventh annual birth­
day party last week, with vol­
unteers given the spotlight at 
a cake-cutting ceremony. 

Owned and operated 
by the Gulf Islands Wom­
en's Resource Network 
(GIWRN), the store is con­
sidered a thriving example 
of social entrepreneurship 
and community spirit. 

"Volunteers, people donat­
ing goods and customers are 
all key to the success of this 
store that was conceived 
with the goal of raising funds 
to support the Salt Spring 
Island Transition House," 
explains a press release. 

The store annually recy­
cles and redistributes tons 
of clothing and household 

Natal Iload. ". . ' llouiog,. ' . . ; ' De·· . . . ·. · ~q:aeo· . . t• .. ··.··. · ··· ·····.··.!···! ·. ~·. · .· .. :' .•. ·. . .. ',_ . --- '. .. ~ . : . . . , ~-v. .. 
. ~ -, 

ill)l)llf)\7)~1) • Community water for 26 homes. 

ill)l)llf)\7)~1) • Community sewer service for 26 homes. 

ilPI,Ilf)\7)~1) • Access to local roads for 26 homes. 

ilPPII.f)\7)~1) • For residential development as provided 
by the O.C.P. ''residential neighbourhood 
designation.'' 

i.\l)l)ll.f)\7)~1) • For residential development by the 
Agricultural Land Commission (1987) 
and the Agricultural Advisory Committee 
(2004). 

- ili,Pilf)\7)~1) • Compliance with all O.C.P. Affordable 
Housing Policies. 

i.\PI)Ilf)\7)~1) • Compliance with all O.C.P. Environmental 
Policies. · 

iU)I)Ilf)\TJ~I) • On the streets of Salt Spring. 
• Hundreds of letters of support and counting. 

Let's get Norton Road Affordable Housing Development 
going for the Island's working families! 

Contact your Trustees- Eric Booth (653-9553) and Kimberly 

Linegar (537-9144). Tell them you support this project! 

Salt Spring 
Affordable Housing 

Corp. (537-1033) 

goods, provides the com­
munity with good quality, 
affordable clothing, supports 
women and children staying 
at the transition house and 
serves as a visible face for 
this women-serving organi­
zation. 

The GIWRN is a non­
profit society dedicated 
to helping southern Gulf 
Islands women and their 
children, whose lives have 
been affected by violence 
and abuse. 

More volunteers are need­
ed for Transitions. 

A team of co-managers 
works hard to give volun­
teers the coordination, sup­
port and appreciation they 
deserve, notes the release. 

"There are all kinds of 

volunteer options at Tran­
sitions and all kinds of rea­
sons why people volunteer. 
Interested in gaining retail 
work experience? You can 
volunteer in sales. Want to 
work behind the scenes? 
You can get items ready 
for the floor, do small 
mending or repair jobs or 
help with recycling. Have 
an artistic streak in need 
of expression? Window 
dressing and store displays 
might be for you. Along 
the way, you can meet new 
people, have fun and do 
something positive in your 
community." 

Interested potential vol­
unteers should drop by the 
store or call 537-0661 for 
more information. 

Some thrifty family shopping 
Customers and Lady Minto Thrift Shop volunteers pulled 

out all the stops for some thrifty Christmas shopping last 
Sunday. 

Described as a "huge success," the Family Christmas Sale 
featured a door prize, silent bidding for a beaded dress, and 
the "ladies in pink" who helped out with shopping ideas. 

Emily Fraser won the door prize basket, while Lisa Law­
rence was the highest bidder on the dress. -

Both received their winnings via a presentation by Lady 
Minto Hospital Auxiliary president Betty-Ann Caldwell. 

Interesting 
Wedding Photo? 

The 

wants it! 

The Driftwood's annual Wedding Planner is being 
prepared and we are looking for interesting and 
historic original photographs from our readers. Hippy 
wedding in the 60s? Slicked back hair in the 50s? 
War time bride? We want your photo! Submit with 
pertinent information by January 21 to The Driftwood, 

· 328 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC 
V8K 2V3. We cannot accept email submissions. 

ri o/''•&~Sft.,~ds ' d 
I..~Dl,LwOO~"·, 

537-9933 



\''.lin Shin Do'~ Acupressure 
~cean Stone Qi Massage 
+\~\ ReRexolo~ 

Julie Doobene'n 
certiHed practitioner 

Salt Spring Health Centre 
1) 0 McPhill ips Ave. • 65?-9104-

~~~.!!1! .• ".··!""'· -""'!.~!!"'··· "!!'""""! 

m ~~~mrrfkn~ 
~Thfu®JJlfm@iliJ@ 

Dr. Libby Barlow s.A .• o.c. 
(250) 537•4142 ;~:;L~~RK~~.:tl. 

"If I was 
not an actress, 

I would be a 
homeopathic doctor." 

Lindsay Wagner 

ELIZABETH HEMMINGS MA RSHom. 17 years experience 653-4127 

R EIK I M ASTE R 

clinic: E:ight branches 
(set rate) 5?8-170 1 

private: 5?8-84+ 7 
(b_y donation) shiatsupractor@hotma il.com 

ACUPUNCTURE WORKS! ••• 
and is AFFORDABLE! 

• Improve Blood Circulation 
• Reduce Pain & lnflamation 

*electro-acupuncture *cupping* worming moxa ond 
• muscular meridian acupressure included 

• homeopathlc/homotoxlcology therapy avolloble 

* GIFT CERTIFICATES* 

Lali Formaggia 
D. TCM. R Acupuncturist. NAET Therapist 

• Hip 
• Back 
• Knee 
• Anl<le 
• Feet 
• Hand 
• Elbow 
• Shoulder 
• Neck 
• Jaw 

. pday, like 500 years ago - millions of peq@l~Plive in 
illiteracy. You can read and write, but the elemel!tatJ' functions 
of your .. b9dy are obscure and unknown to yoqt~Fe live in the 
age of rn\1Qt1 travelers and the Internet and iqxi" do not know 
what mak~!lyour body sick and what keev§)!lf healthy. Long­
term deficf~pcy of vitamins, minerals a.nd micronutrients 
that are needM.t9 keep the cells healt~y,;.is the most frequent 

.. ,;underlying .cause 'bf chronic diseases. N<Yi:>ne has provided you 
with the knowledge that these common health problems are not 
actual diseases but rather the dir~ct. consequence of nutrient 
~fkiP.n~v and that til~!' .. are prevenlble." Matthias Rath, 

ias R: 

"a harmon~ ot senses ... " 

fountains 2.c; a 
candles r/ 7CJ QFF essential oils 
jeweller_y Hne chocolates 
japanese incense UNllL OiRJSTMAS custom gift baskets 

Studio/Gift Shop in the hea rt ot Fulford 
111 Morningside • tel/tax 65)--+688 

1r=~g~ 
Vtbrotloncl MediCine 

Made with Love 
Created on Salt Spring, BC, 

canada since 1qaq 
201 - llf'l Fulford Ganges Road, Gasoline AUey 

www.aromacrystaLcom 

1 00% satisfaction guaranteed naturally 

METHOD PILATES! 
INTRODUCTORY 

SPECIAL 
3 Private Pilates Sessions for only 

$99.00 

Doctor of Natural Medicine 
Certified by the Examining Board of 

Natural Medicine Practitioners, Ottawa 

Cellular Medicine for the Treatment and Support 
of Chronic Metabolic Conditions 

including 
Diabetes, Arthritis, IBS, CFS, Aging, Heart, Stroke, Stress, Cancer 

186 Arnell Way 
Salt Spring lsi, B.C. V8K 2E8 

Tia HaiiRMT 

Coverage by Most Health Plans! 

f • 

·_'~ CjNe~ the~ Cjift (')f J{e~@Lthl 
tJ ~ Gift Certificates for Massage Therapy, 

Acupuncture, Infrared Sauna, Shiatsu, Reflexology! 
Holiday Specials available now! 

124 Lower Ganges Road 
(Formerly "The Tea Room") 
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Chri,sta~as 
aiHa-pfPf 'N~w Year! 

Island 
rower 
nails top 
award 

The office is closed December 23rd, 
and will re-open january 4th! 

llnag!'!~~ 
www.imaginethatgraphics.ca 

Change engine oil & filter 
Inspect: • brakes, linings, 

Salt Spring's Olympic 
medallist Barney Williams 
received Rowing Canada's 
international achievement 
award last week. 

hoses & steel lines 

Williams and team­
mates Tom Herschmiller 
of Comox, and Saskatoon 
natives Cameron Baerg and 
Jake Wetzel, won silver in 
the 2004 Athens Olympics. 

• Tires, tread & inflation 
• Steering • Suspension includes 5L 1 OW30 oil 

& most filters, 
4x4 extra, tax extra • Lights 

• Antifreeze level & strength •• The Salt Spring-based 
. rower is currently living in 

the United Kingdom and 
attending Oxford University. 

• All fluid levels 

HAROLD HARKEMA REPAIRS 
Automotive Repairs • Batteries & Tires Williams and his team­

mates were honoured at Row­
ing Canada's annual general 
meeting in St. John's, New­
foundland on December 4. 

427 Fulford Ganges Rd. • 537·4559 • Mon. • Fri. 8·5 

~SPRING ~ball Club 

Name: Jono McDonald 

Number: 1 

Position: Goal Keeper 

Age: 23 

Years played for FC: 7 

In related news, William's 
teammate Herschmiller 
is expected to make a full 
recovery after he chipped 
three neck vertebrae in a 
motorcycle accident in Col­
orado City, Texas on Novem­
ber 27. 

Herschmiller and row­
ing teammate Ben Rutledge 
were on a two-month tour of 
the U.S. 

If Williams and Hersch­
miller reunite in Beijing for 
a shot at gold in the 2008 
Olympics, they won't face 
four-time Olympic rowing 
champion Matthew Pinsent 
who led the British crew to 
a razor-close lead over the 
Canadians. 

Pinsent, 34, announced his 
retirement from rowing on 
November 30. 

Youth Program: SSIYA 

Employer/Occupation: Petroleum Engineer 

Favorite Player: Dion Hackett, Rainer Funk, 
and Colin Walde 
Football Honours 
(winning teams, or awards): 
SSI Challenge Cup MVP 
Favorite Football Memory: 
Winning the Morioka Cup in Japan with Victoria 
United and getting my first international shutout. 

ISLAND OWNED SINCE 1996 

Large selection of new releases 
VCR rentals 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
156 C Fulford Ganges Rd. 

~~7-IJA.77 
Video games & machines 
DVD rAnt::~l~t & DVD nl::~vAr rAnt::~l~t 

Disc ace 
aids in 
victory 

Dustin Chamberlin 
brought his A game to win 
the Johnny B. Unforgiving 
Course tournament on Sun­
day. 

Competing against 12 top­
rated islanders , Chamber­
lin aced hole #4 and putted 
strongly to set a record 4 7 
(seven under par) for the pri­
vate south-end course. 

Tanya van Ginkel smashed 
# 17 to split the ace pot but 
Chamberlin took home the 
$65 cash prize and a new 
"Got Game" trophy in the 
winner-take-all event. 

A Locals Singles Tourney 
is scheduled for 10 a.m. Sun­
day at Hart Memorial Golf 
Course. 

Mouat Park will also host 
the B.C. Duck Golf tourna­
ment series #6 on Boxing 
Day. A players ' meeting is 
scheduled for 9:30 a.m. and 
tee-off at 10 a.m. Cash or 
prizes are offered in all divi­
sions. 

BLOCKED: Gulf Islands Secondary School Scorpion 
Bonn Smith runs into a Cowichan wall as the junior 
boys go down to Lake Cowichan's A Team, 69 to 23 in 
the first match of the season. See story Page A23. 

"Last year's event brought 
out 68 competitors from all 
over B.C. Come down and 
have fun ," said local disc 
golf advocate Gordon Mur­
phy. 

For more information, 
contact Tanya (537-1965). johncameron.ca 

PARC takes on skate maintenance 
Parks and Rec commissioners are cool 

both about skatepark graffiti and taking care 
of maintenance at the new Kanaka Road 
park. 

The commission has agreed to allot up 
to $10,000 of its 2005 budget for skatepark 
maintenance, with the figure an estimate for 
now. 

School District #64 staff will be respon­
sible for day-to-day work, but PARC will 
undertake a regular maintenance program 
requiring staff time and, potentially, equip­
ment and materials. 

"It would be just like the other parks we 

maintain," explained PARC chair Bill Curtin 
at the last public PARC meeting. 

Commissioners also thought the park 
should have lights to make it safer for night 
use, and will pursue that possibility. 

Commissioner Susan Russell wondered 
how graffiti would be handled. 

PARC operations manager Dave Gibbon 
said the issue has been discussed at length by 
the skatepark society. 

He said graffiti was part of skatepark 
board culture and park users would monitor 
it themselves for inappropriate contribu­
tions. 

We are preparing the 
2005 edition in a new 
improved and glossy format. 
Publication date: March 2005. 



UlO girls among few teams to play 
• Mouat's UlO girls Sala­

manders slid a 3-2 win past 
Juan de Fuca during one of 
the few games played in the 
Lower Island Soccer Asso­
ciation on Saturday. 

Following a warm-up 
cheer of "Have you ever 
seen a penguin come to tea?'' 
the islanders played a new 
version of soccer, dubbed 
"sockey," on icy artificial 
turf. 

After a slipping and slid­
ing start, the Salamanders 
combined to score midway 
through the first half when 
Hariana Brooks tapped in a 
rebound off the Juan de Fuca 
keeper, following a hard shot 
by Una Conradi. 

In perfect position for 
high target, Maya Darnrnel­
Sherrin scored her first goal 
of the season when Kayla 
Pultke made an unselfish 
pass on a blistering rush. 

Nima McDuff kept the 

SOCCER 
KICKS 

Salamanders' net clear for a 
2-0 first half during numer­
ous attacks, including one 
diving save where she caught 
the ball on the line. 

Despite an aching knee, 
Rachel Fraser took over in 
goal during the second half 
when determined Juan de 
Fuca girls seemed eager to tie 
the game. 

Unfortunately, the island­
ers collapsed into a confused 
clump to allow two goals 
early in the second but the 
amphibians regained their 
composure to assemble 
several counter attacks and 
Pultke scored the winner 
with a tricky shot between 
two defenders against the 
run of play. 

Sponsors make assists 
on youth soccer goals 

Local businesses have 
joined the rush to support 
youth soccer on the island 
with a new sponsorship pro­
gram. 

Some eight businesses 
have already stepped up to 
assist teams this season, 
another two are supporting a 
local youth tournament and 
more are onside, hoping to 
join the field . 

"Next year we'll have 
every team sponsored," said 
Salt Spring Island Youth 
Soccer Association (SSI­
YSA) president Malcolm 
Legg. 

Sponsorship enables the 
club to maintain low fees 
and helps fund peripheral 
expenses, such as the youth 
tournament and technical 
director, Legg said. 

"Most other clubs charge 
$160-200 per player and 
they don 't have the travel 
expenses we have." 

Less travel (approximately 
$40 per player), Salt Spring 
offers one of the lowest club 
fees in the Lower Island Soc­
cer Association, but it still 
totals $182 per season, Legg 
said. 

"In essence, the execu­
tive of the SSIYSA decided 
that rather than raise fees 
any further, which for many 
families on Salt Spring is 
difficult to pay, we would 

lease out the rights to our 
teams." 

Banners linking sponsors 
and teams were unveiled at a 
coaches appreciation dinner 
on December 1. 

Local teams now spon­
sored include: Mouats U-10 
girls, Island Star Video U-
10 boys, Mrs. Clean Laun­
dromat U-12 girls, Save-on­
Gas U -13 girls, Saltspring 
Propane U-13 boys, Island 
Escapades U -14 boys, Sports 
Traders U-15 girls and the 
Electronic Ark U16 boys. 

"The sponsor has their 
name associated with that 
team, gets advertising on our 
website and each team will 
have to display the [spon­
sor's] banner at each game." 

Additionally, Windsor 
Plywood and Thrifty Foods 
are major sponsors of the 
May youth soccer tourney, 
he said. 

Some team sponsors also 
indicated a desire to become 
more involved with the club. 
For example, one business 
suggested using their site 
for a car wash, if the team 
wanted to do a fundraiser, 
he said. 

"In some cases the sponsor 
may want to do more for their 
team, in some cases not, but 
we hope that they will stay 
with their assigned teams for 
many years to come." 

Share the Suffering 
this Christmas 

Available at quality bookstores on the 
islands and Ganges Village Market 

• Salt Spring's U12 boys 
have been playing great 
soccer over the past several 
weeks. 

On November 27, Ashton 
Bachman was great at for­
ward, refusing to give up. 
Arlo Bryn-Thorn showed 
excellent positional play, 
and Nick Bruce displayed 
great ball-handling skills 
as his shots careened off 
posts. 

Liam Budd and Charlie 
Holmes made some great 
saves in net, while Dylan 
Hatchard challenged the 
opponents well. 

Dylan Hillis exhibited 
good touches, successfully 

moving the ball up the field, 
and Noah Van Hullebush had 
some excellent footwork. 

On November 28, despite 
a Joss, the team held its own 
against the local U13 boys. 
Austin Steffich-Rosling was 
awesome in goal and Matthew 
Hollingsworth made a pic­
ture-perfect assist to Holmes. 

Glen Keough was really 
into it, while Erik Rothwell 
nailed some long kicks. 

On December 4, Jeff Fras­
er displayed a constant effort, 
while Justin Rainsford made 
some key defensive moves, 
Eric Pultke was intense on 
wing and Kynan Price gave 
it his all. 

Did you know? 

ctii$$/FI£0 HOTliNE/ 5 3?-9933 

Unemployment 
in BC is at 

6.4%, the lowest 
rate since 

August 1981. 

(J'Jl.lJfLUl .4aiJ. 
OUR BURGERS ARE THE BEST 
Now you can have them for lunch 

,~·~~~/ 
TrerHOuse 

gouJJ, 
FULFORD 

Phone: 250-655-5711 
Toll-free: 1-866-655-5711 

E-mail: murray.coell.mla@leg.bc.ca 
www.murraycoellmla.bc.ca 

CKED MY FAMILY 
I PLAN TO 

FIGHT BACK. 
"At times, I felt helpless in the face of cancer. But by including the 

BC Cancer Foundation in my will, I'll be helping to fund research and 
treatment here in B.C. It's my way of joining the fight against cancer." 

To find out how your will, life insurance, stocks, or other 
planned gifts can support cancer research and treatment in 

B.C., and save you taxes, please call us for information. 

• BC Cancer Foundation 
Supporting research & care at BC Cancer Agency 

(250) 519-5551 1-866-519-5550 (in BC) 
www.bccancerfoundation .com 

Instead of their normal staff gift exchange, this year the staff of Thrifty Foods Salt Spring 
donated the money to buy toys for Santa's Workshop. Shown here with $860.00 worth of toys 
for Island families are: ( L-R) Debbie Brandow, Charlotte Akerman, Samantha Moncey, The large 
Elf (Judy Willett) and Liz Gilbert. 
Santa's workshop is in its 15th year. Donations may be made to Santa (Bob Appleton) at 5:37-
4505, the large elf (Judy) at 5:37-994:3 or dropped off at Mouat's, Pharmasave or CIBC before 
December 15th. 

"Proudly supporting our community." 

~ l: 
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H 1 o H Girls fill Christmas hoops 
ROLLERS By MITC~ELL SHERRIN a pretty strong offensive d L _ur bb h 1 d · 

Kire Gillett 
Licensed Gas Fitter 

Journeyman Plumber 
Bonded and Insured 

To arrange a free estimate call 537-1662 
email pipefish@saltspring.com 

High scores in bowling 
league play at Kings Lane 
were: 

Tuesday p.m. Seniors, 
Dec. 7: Jim Glenn, 200; Rita 
Dods, 224; Carol Kaye, 231, 
217, 223/671. 

Special Olympics, Dec. 
8: Dominic George, 142; 
Andrew Krizan, 146; Jason 
Newport, 14 5; Mahjor 
Bains, 159; Carlos Manzano, 
185; Gloria Dale, 189. 

Legion League, Dec. 9: 
Dan B., 239, 324, 292/855; 
Myles W, 201, 202; Ken D., 
258, 266/683; Bruce W, 245. 

Christmas Day & 
New Year·s Day 

Schedule Change 
Vesuvius - Crofton route December 1 0, 2004 

1 sr sailing departs from Vesuvius at 11 :40 a.m. 

On Christmas Day and New Year's Day, a modified 
schedule will be in effect on the Vesuvius - Crofton route. 

Leave Vesuvius Bay 
11:40 a.m. 
12:40 a.m. 
1:40 p.m. 
3:00p.m. 
4:00p.m. 
5:00p.m. 
6:00p.m. 
7:00p.m. 

Leave Crofton 
12:10 a.m. 
1:10 p.m. 
2:15p.m. 
3:30p.m. 
4:30p.m. 
5:30p.m. 
6:30p.m. 
8:10p.m. 

For more information please contact: 
Nancy Cameron 
BC Ferries Communications 
(250) 655-6187 

Staff Wnte r . a ogan vve e pe m 
sh~>Otmg team and we s1:1r- the middle as post against The Scorpions senior 

girls basketball team stuffed 
a few stockings during the 
12'h Annual Victoria Christ­
mas Classic tournament last 
weekend. 

The upstart squad from 
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) toppled both 
Fraser Heights (ranked ninth 
among AA B.C. teams) and 
Sardis Secondary (AAA) to 
place eighth out of the 16-
team Gold Division on Sat­
urday (32 senior girls teams 
total). 

"Our starting line-up is 

salt surinl 
C.!.edi&al SUPPW,. 

Home Health Care 
Sports Medicine 

NEW 
Dolomite Walkers 
Featuring flip-up seat. 

Open 9:30-4:30 Mon-fri 
125 Knott Place 

Off Rainbow Road 

537-1990 

pnsed a couple of teams wtth Sardis Acheson said. 
that," said GISS senior girls Coa~hes even came from 
co-captain Becky Acheson. Camosun College and the 
"They didn't really think University of Victoria to 
we'd be that strong." watch GISS beat Fraser 

Sardis fell 62 -52 when Heights by 62-56 on Satur­
scoring c~me togeth.er for day. 
the Scorpwns on therr sec- ''Nicola Temmel was back 
ond game Friday. for that game and she was 
. "~ehadsome,?oodshoot- a big help . She scored 14 
mg m that game. . . points and helped out a lot 

Acheson and En Yosh!ka- defensively." 
wa each collected 17 pomts, Gromme also hit four 
while _Kayla Gromme nabbed three-point shots against 
14 pomts. Fraser Heights and Acheson 

As a Grade-9 player, scored 19 points, she said. 
Gromme stands out on the In the islanders' first game 
G~~S squad, Ach~son said. of the tourney, GISS also 

S~e J?layed wtth the U15 gave Esquimalt Secondary 
provmctal team last year. a shake by leading the game 
She's a big player . . . Her through the first three quar­
average,scoring is 15 points ters, but GISS. eventually 
a game. lost 55-46. · 

Acheson is also pleased "We had troubie with them 
to have Grade 10 Jap~nese because they had a big post . 
exchange studel!-t Yo.shikawa .. We didn't have anyone to 
on..the. team agam thts xear. check her and she just scored 

E~t does a good Jo.b. of all of their points." 
ke~pi~,g our fast transition A final match against WJ. 
gomg. Mouat Secondary School of 

The Scorpions boast an Abbotsford - named after a 
at~l etic bench, Acheson recently deceased Salt Spring 
sa~?· . man- gave the Scorpions a 

Avery Brown. di~ a real- grin. 
ly good aggressive JOb, Val "We thought it was kind of 
Har~ema had some excellent funny and we told them all 
pass~g and put up a coup.le 'You're from Salt Spring."' 
of ru~e shots, and Jess ~II- Fatigued after the previous 
son did some good defensive three games the islanders 
work. She didn't score m':lch led through 'three quarters 
but she kept offence gomg again but dropped 52-45 in 
and played good defence at the end. 
the same time." "We did a good job but 

Britta Rus.tad is also. a we were exhausted. We got 
strong defensive player. wtth everyone out there that game 
good speed, and Muan- and the scores were all over 

the place. Almost everyone 

I I 
got a nice basket." 

TRANSITION HOUSE: 
After their first showing of 

the season, Acheson is happy 
about GISS chances. 

Provides temporary shelter, food, practical 
support, counselling, information and referrals, 
and advocacy to women and their children 
seeking safety from violence and abuse. 
This 24-hour service is safe, free and confidential 

For information or support call the Crisis Line 
at 537-0735 or TOLL FREE at 1-877-435-7544 

"Apparently we're going 
to be one of the stronger 
teams on the island this year 
. .. We might have a chance 
of going to the provincials." 

GISS was scheduled to 
play Maxwell Bahai at home 
Tuesday but results were 
unavailable at press time. 

COLLECT YOUR 
CHRISTMAS BONUS. 

GET 81,000 OF FREE GENUINE SUBARU 
ACCESSORIES UNTIL DEC. 31 

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE DAYS ENDS SOON! So now's the time to introduce yourself to the 2005 lmpreza 

2.5RS Sport Wagon. It's the vehicle for people who want All-Wheel Drive performance this winter, without SUV gas 

mileage. In fact, even with an automatic transmission, it still uses only 7.6 litres of gas in 100 km of highway driving. 

And for a limited time, you will get $1,000** worth of free genuine Subaru accessories with the purchase of any new 

2004 or 2005 Subaru lmpreza model. Don't wait. This offer ends December 31. 

@SUBARU 
ALL·WHEEL DRIVE 

BRITISH COLUMBIA IS SUBARU COUNTRY Visit us at www.subaru.ca 

SAUNDERS SUBARU 1·888·898·9911 
1784 Island Hwy., Victoria 

~::.8.~ ~~a_n~ing f1!it~b2~ f_?!~P to _~O,!'_l?~~~s ~~ setecte~ 20_25_1mpreza mod~ Is. O_~er _cannot ~e com_bined with any other prom~tions. Other finance ra tes available, see dealer for details. Offer applicable OAC. t lmpreza 2.5RS Sport Wagon from $22,995. Freight, POl 
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GOING FOR THE BASKET: Gulf Islands Secondary 
School junior player Jess Harkema drives past a Che­
mainus hoopster in basketball action last week. 

johncameron.ca 

Junior boys study 
hard knocks games 

The junior boys Scorpi­
ons basketball team has been 
learning the ropes against 
top opposition to start the 
season at Gulf Islands Sec­
ondary School (GISS) this 
year. 

"All of our games have 
been against tough competi­
tion," said Scorpions point 
guard Bob Byron. 

GISS lost their first game 
of the season by 30 points 
against the A-team from 
Cowichan Secondary School 
on December 6, he said. 

"It was quite a slaughter," 
said Byron. 

"They're probably the best 
team in our league." 

Hopping out of the fry­
ing pan and into the fire, the 
GISS boys lost three games 
to AAA teams during a tour­
nament at Lambrick Park on 
the weekend, he said. 

Lambrick Park beat GISS 
by 69-27 in the opening 
match on Friday. 

"We played Mt. Doug 
and we got slaughtered in 

that game too." 
The Scorpions went on 

to play Heritage Secondary 
from Vancouver and lost by 
another 20 points on Satur­
day. 

"The effort was there. Our 
shooting game could have 
been better, they weren't 
going in." 

But the opening games 
have given the junior boys' 
new coaches, RCMP con­
stables Jeff Swann and Nick 
Widdershoven, plenty of 
material to work with, Byron 
said. 

"They've tossed out a lot 
of helpful stuff." 

Both Byron and fellow 
point guard Bonn Smith 
were undeterred by the loss­
es and gave their coaches a 
thumbs up. 

"They're working us pretty 
good," Smith said. 

The islanders plan to prac­
tise their new game plan 
against the Cowichan B­
team at home at 4:30 p .m. 
Wednesday (today). 

Sleighs~ 
so 

AO due respect to Santa, 
but sleighs don't cut 
it anymore- not 
enough seats and just too, 
drafty for BC weather. For your 
travel this Christmas, choose Salt 
Spring Air-flying every day of 
the Christmas season for your 
convenience and comfort. 

SALTSPRINCiAIR 
book online: www.saltspringair.com 

or give us a call 53 7- 9 8 8 o 

downtown vancouver • vancouver airport 

Scorpions trounce 
Chemainus squad 

First Aid Aid 
Make sure your kit is ready for action. 

Need information about your prescription? Get it right here. 

SIDNEY PHARMACY LTD. 
The Gulf Islands Second­

ary School junior girls are 
feeling a little sheepish after 
they trounced Chemainus for 
their first game of the season 
on December 7. 

"Ayla Lundy, who is a 
Grade 9 student with incred­
ible height and skill, was our 
star under boards and pulled 
down a lot of rebounds and 
popped up the offensive 
rebounds to score." 

656·1168 656·07 44 
"The girls showed far 

more skill and experience 
than Chemainus, who obvi­
ously had a beginning team," 
said GISS teacher/coach Elly 
McKeague. 

2416 Beacon 2425B Bevan 

" Our squad, rather than 
trying to rack up the score 
too high, focussed on good 
passing and defensive work," 
she said. 

Point guard Jenny Aker­
man controlled the ball well 
down the court and also 
played an excellent defen­
sive game, McKeague said. 

Rookies Sam Bird, Jess 
Harkema, Kristi Lee and 
Kate Parker had a great first 
game as high school ball 
players, she said. 

But McKeague wouldn 't 
share the score of the home 
game against €hemainus. 

"They won by so much, 
it's embarrassing." 

The GISS junior girls team 
travelled to Cowichan on 
Tuesday for their first away 
game, with results unavail­
able at press time. 

Cdre GMng Services 
• Senior Hedlth Cdre 
• In Home Service 
• ExercisejMedls{frdnsportdtion 
• Compdnioning 
• Excellent References 

Cdll 537-5662 
7 ddys d wee~ 

Licence your dog by March 31, 2005 and you will avoid paying the extra $1 0 late fee 
Licence Fees: 
• Male or Female ... $25 • Neutered or Spayed ... $15 .. . after March 31, 2005 add $10 
We will give you a FREE dog licence if you apply for a licence within 12 months after 
your dog has been neutered or spayed. 

Licence Vendors: 
Salt Spring Island Veterinary, Bow Wow & Co., Foxglove Farm & Garden, 

· Patterson's Store, Gulf Island Veterinary Clinic, Salt Spring Island Building Inspection, 
Corner Store, Galiano Garage, Magic Lake Market, Pender Island Lumber, 
Mayne Island Building Centre, Saturna Point Store 

Capital Regional District Animal Control 
Phone: 1-800-665-7899 

CR.D I CAPITAL 
REGIONAL 
DISTRICT 

Bylaw Enforcement 
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~~ Karate students earn belts, grounded spirituality 
}' . ·, cr ~il Students ofthe Salt Spring receiv~d a yellow. stripe. 

~ Island Karate Club found "It ts always mce to have 

GRAVEL SALE ~:~~~~~ t~~~ :ttr;:l~e~p~: ;~r;t~~: c~~~. ~:?h~~~ 
Elementary on Monday msptre one another and they 
night. get to train together outside 1730A Fulford·Ganges Rd. 

Owner: Jason Fraser 
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-4:30pm 

Products available Rate per yard 

Pit Run ............................ ~10 
3/4 Road Mulch ............... ~13 
1-1/2 Drain Rock unwashed .. ~15 
Oversized Rock unwashed .. ~11 
3/4" Crush Drain ................ ~31 
3/8" Crush (with fines) ...... ~31 
Big Boulders ....... .. .......... ~1 3 
Blasted Rock ................... ~1 7 
Fill ...................................... ~4 
Prices in effect 'til Jan. 31, 2005 
• Other products also available 
• 12 yard trucks can be arranged 
• Minimum $10 charge 
• PST & GST extra 

537-7797 

AST & AFFORDABLE BREAKFA~" t ~ _, 
Breaky Buns $4.00 Tred'HOuse 
Standard Breakfast $5 Cafe 

FULFORD & GANGES 

Body Scrubs 

NEW BELTS: Some 21 students at the Salt Spring 
Island Karate Club received new belts during a pro­
motion exam on Monday. Photo contributed 

I I I 

SALTSPRING 

Remember, we 
r p 
for free! 

S9ADW6RK~ 
Downtown Ganges 531 2101 

"In a karate promotion, of class, which helps in their 
people usu~lly come in very speed of development," said 
nervous and intense with lots Parker. 
of energy and leave exhaust- Among other promotions: 
ed, sweaty, relaxed and proud Tammy Colgan earned an 
to have achieved a new level orange belt and Michelle 
in their training," said sensei Muir received an orange 
Randolph Parker. stripe. 

"The smiles come out at Green belts now include: 
the end when it is time to Brendan Nickerson, Leslie 
take the photographs." Barclay, Michael Linehan, 

On Monday, black-belt Vanessa McKenzie and Kris­
instructors Parker and Chris tin Peebles. 
Barclay adjudicated promo- Eric Abbott and Chris 
tion of some 21 students, Sandi als.o received green 
with help from Gail Barclay, stripes and Jorge Coelho 
Laurent Boucher and Tara earned his blue belt, the 
Brown, he said. highest level of those pro­

"Karate is definitely not moted Monday. 
a 1 0-week course . There "Jorge Coelho has been 
are so many layers of tech- training with the Salt Spring 
nique and knowledge to be Island Karate Club for five 
learned that it takes years, if years now. He is a consis­
not a lifetime, to assimilate. tent student who hardly 
Karate at its essence is about misses a class, which shows 
developing one's body, mind his 'stick to it' attitude," 
and spirit, and not merely the said Parker. 
ability to fight." "As Jorge has' said, 'I keep 

Sylvia Andress, Sonja coming because I get some­
Collumbin, Robbie Dai- thing new out of every class 
lly, Natashia Hollingsworth, and being calmer and more 
Mathew Hollingsworth and grounded has a spiritual 
Tom Shultz all received yel- overtone to it."' 
low belts. Two more people were 

"Sonja Collumbin, a fit- ready to be promoted but 
ness instructor, joined the could not attend Monday's 
club with her two old- event, said Parker. 
est children, Natashia and "Unfortunately a young 
Mathew so, as she said, 'that boy, Evan Nickerson, broke 
they could have something his arm, which was totally 
different and challenging to unrelated to karate, and Les­
do together,"' said Parker. ley Colgan was away travel­

"Another family com- ling on promotion day." 
bination is Tina and Nick Students have been prac­
Honour. Nick is one of the tieing karate at the same 
youngest and most erlthusi- location for 18 years, he 
astic members of the club. said. 
He loves to spar and did not "The doors are ·always 
seem to be phased by what open to visitors and there 
could be seen as the stress of will be a Christmas wrap-up 
a promotion." party on Thursday, Decem­

Along with Brodie Dailly, ber 16. The public is always 
Lindsey Neville and Braden welcome to come and watch 
Young, the Honours both a karate class." 

Our selected collection of 

* hand~picked cottage and home accessories 

festive ornaments 

candles for holiday decor 

French soaps 

* specialty gourmet stocking stuffers 
& hostess gifts 

* character furniture 

at 

coast cottage accessories 

134 Hereford Avenue • Salt Spring 
(corner of Hereford & Jackson) 

538~1975 
Tuesday- Saturday lOam - 5pm 

Sunday ll am - 3:30pm until Christmas 


