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Board

battles
2-front
budget

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

A Gulf Islands School
District board meeting dis-
solved into trench warfare
as besieged district staff
and trustees fortified their
positions in response to an
onslaught of budgetary sal-
voes launched by a CUPE-
funded report.

“I’'m really quite proud of
the work that we do,” said dis-
trict secretary treasurer Rod
Scotvold last Wednesday.

“Our work represents fis-
cally responsible manage-
ment of public education
funding — and our board
expects no less,” he said.

Board chair May McK-
enzie reinforced support for
district staff.

“I have absolute faith in the
numbers we’ve projected.”

Scotvold also made coun-
terattacking claims to dis-
credit a budgetary analysis
written by John Malcolm-
son, who had questioned
district figures.

“In our opinion, the report
is misleading, erroneous
in nature and, if we could
use one word to describe it,
flawed,” said Scotvold.

While Malcolmson
assessed district figures to
forecast a $20,000 shortfall
— compared to the district’s
$350,000 red-ink estimate
— final-funding allocations
from the Ministry of Educa-
tion negated those claims,
Scotvold said.

“Based on current infor-
mation, [Malcolmson’s]
projection is in error by 168
per cent.”
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HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS: Surrounded by hordes of happy — and wet — children and parents, Santa heads
to the Bank of Montreal, where he met with youngsters and posed for photos as part of annual Driftwood
Light-up events Saturday. The jolly fellow arrived via Salt Spring Air to the joy of children waiting at the Coast
Guard Dock. Related Light-up stories on pages B1 and B5.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

Coell hears push for more Trust muscle

By GAIL SJUBERG
Staff Writer

MLA Murray Coell gave
hope Monday to a Lions Hall
full of islanders who want to
pursue new models for Salt
Spring local governance and
keep the incorporation wolf
at bay.

Eighty-five people attend-
ed the by-invitation gather-
ing to let Coell know the
island has an appetite to seek
improved government with-
out becoming a municipal-
ity. Coell’s Communities,
Aboriginal and Women’s

Services (CAWS) ministry
oversees local governance
matters in B.C.

“There is obviously a
desire to see something dif-
ferent from an incorporat-
ed model,” said Coell after
hearing several questions
and opinions from speakers.

Most said they want to
see stronger powers for the
Islands Trust so it can bet-
ter protect the islands from
development and environ-
mental degradation.

Judi Stevenson was among
those suggesting an “island

charter” be drafted to cover
governance for all the Trust
islands.

Christine Torgrimson said
the Islands Trust was “not a
perfect model, but one worth
keeping,” and asked Coell to
“work with us to sharpen the
really good tool we already
have.”

While Coell asserted it
was up to Salt Spring resi-
dents to decide what form of
local government they would
use, some said the special
nature of the island and Trust
Area meant larger interests

should be considered.

The Trust Area is revered
worldwide, Briony Penn
noted.

“We are talking about
something that is bigger than
you or I, bigger than B.C.,”
she said. “It’s a symbol of
international hope.”

Kathy Dunster of Bowen
Island said “the brain power
of the people in the Islands
Trust area” should be used
to create a unique form of
governance.

COELL MEETING A2

Salt Spring finally sees some gas prices relief

By ELLEN YEUNG
Staff Writer

Lower Mainland or Van-
couver Island commut-
ers wouldn’t be impressed,
but gas prices have finally
dropped to 93.9 cents per
litre in Ganges and 90.9 in
Fulford.

Prices are six cents lower

than they were this summer.
And for a community whose
regular unleaded gas cost
$1.10 per litre at the peak —
touted as the highest price in
Canada — the new numbers
may give some relief.
Although Patterson’s
Store in Fulford has some-
times advertised its gas pric-

es in the Driftwood, all four
island gas stations haven’t
displayed price signs out-
side their establishments for
years.

However, this changed
three weeks ago when Save-
On Gas placed a sign — a
small sign on the ground, but
a sign nonetheless — show-

ing its gas price.

“We just hadn’t thought of
it before,” said Ray Wylie,
who has been Save-On’s
manager for a year. He sim-
ply followed the owner’s
instructions to put a sign
outside, he said.

Wylie cited the decrease
in wholesale gas prices

for the lower prices at the
pump.

“If we didn’t have to pay
for ferries, then we could
sell it for cheaper,” he said.

The owner of Patterson’s
attributed the high Canadian
dollar to the price decline.
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Several people asked
Coell to lobby his Liberal
government colleagues for
an alternate model.

“I am committed to work-
ing with the Islands Trust
to come up with different
solutions,” he said, but noted
change should be led by the
Islands Trust and area resi-
dents.

He said planning grants
for investigating alternate
models could be available
through his CAWS ministry.

Coell told Monday’s crowd
that he has been “a big fan
of the Islands Trust for 20
years. | think they do a great

Don't forget...

Have your carpets
professionally cleaned
for the
holiday entertaining
season!
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GIL MOUAT

Office/Res. (250) 537-4900
Fax: (250) 537-9272 / Toll Free: 1-800-537-4905
email: gmouat@saltspring.com

Never a Dull Moment!

Celebrate this Holiday Season
with Glowing Skin

FRESH CITRUS
BODY SCRUB

COELL MEETING

job with limited resources
and a mandate that is almost
undoable.”

On municipalities gener-
ally, he said, “I deal with
municipalities every day.
There are benefits to munic-
ipal status and benefits to
staying the way you are.”

Two months ago Coell
met with a different Salt
Spring constituency — the
pro-incorporation Islanders
for Self-Government. That
group wants an updated
incorporation study and
referendum to occur sooner
rather than later.

Responding to a Septem-
ber request from trustees
Kimberly Lineger and Eric
Booth, Coell said his min-
istry would not fast-track
a new incorporation study
or set a referendum in con-
junction with the November
2005 local elections. Instead,
Coell suggested Lineger,
Booth and regional director
Gary Holman get together to
discuss governance options.

With Lineger and Booth
favouring incorporation at
this point, and Holman on
“the other side,” Salt Spring
governance will likely be a
local election issue next year.

REMEMBERING: Wet high school students were among those who gathered in
Centennial Park Monday night to hold a candlelight vigil in memory of 14 female

engineering students who were murdered 15 years ago.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

GAS PRICES

From Page A1

Oil prices are set in Ameri-
can dollars, so with the Cana-
dian dollar at an all-time high
in the last 10 years, the effect
of high crude prices is less-
ened, Bruce Patterson said.

However, he wasn’t sure
why the gas price on Salt
Spring is finally edging
toward the Vancouver Island
level, where it now costs two
or three cents less per litre.

“Transitions” Thrift Store

Seeks wonderful volunteers wanting to help, have
fun & do something positive in their community!

Flexible scheduling available for those willing to share
their time & talent in our busy store.

Please drop by or call us at 537-0661 for more info.

Owned & operated by the Gulf lslands Women's Resource Network

B/100% Essential Qils

Traditionally, prices have
been four to five cents higher
on Salt Spring, but spiked to
a 10- to 14-cent difference a
couple of years ago.

“I guess the price is cor-
recting itself,” Patterson said.

Patteron’s Store purchas-
es fuel from PetroCanada,
whereas the other stations —
Save-On, McColl’s Shell and
Payless — buy it from Shell
Canada and have it hauled in
by Columbia Fuels, which is
owned by the same family
that owns Save-On Gas.

McColl’s Shell owner Lee
McColl said even though the
three gas stations in Ganges
buy fuel from the same sup-
plier, he doesn’t know if they
pay the same price. Pump
prices may be influenced by
other variables besides the
supply price, such as rent for
the property.

McColl said he doesn’t
adjust gas prices if they go up
and down by two- or three-
tenths of a cent each day.

“It’s very minor price
changes,” he said. “We don’t
adjust them every time. It’s
a pain because we have to
change the pumps in order
to change information inside
the station.”

Gas stations in the cit-
ies can change pump prices
electronically from inside,
McColl said. And McColl

SAVE

$950%

said he doesn’t display gas
prices outside because kids
might either steal the num-
bers or move them.

“It just became a bit of a
hassle. It’s a pain to put them
up,” McColl said.

He added that by post-
ing the prices, gas stations
could communicate with
each other about how much
they’re charging for gas.

“The prices aren’t for the
public; they’re for the ser-
vice stations,” McColl said.
“That’s how companies talk
to each other. Under the law,
they’re not allowed to dis-
cuss prices with each other.”

McColl suggested custom-
ers could just drive up to the
pump to find out the price.

“How do you find out how
much beer is? How do you
find out how much make-up
is? You go to the store to buy
it,” he said. “You can’t put
everything on a flyer. We do
more than sell gas.”

Patterson gives a differ-
ent reason for other stations’
lack of advertising.

“Generally a gas station puts
up a sign because it’s compet-
ing with somebody else and
is enticing customers to come
onto their site,” he said. “Here
on Salt Spring . . . I’'m the
only competition because |
don’t buy from Shell.”

Save
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MAID HERE: Seen at
Sunday’s Maid on Salt
Spring Calendar launch at
Golden Island Restaurant,
from left, were: Richard
Krieger, Eric Booth, Sam
Chan, Kevin Marks. Sales
will benefit the Copper
Kettle Society, which
aims to help people with
inadequate shelter on
Salt Spring. Calendars
are available for $20 at
Ganges Village Market,
Thrifty Foods, Harbour
House Hotel, Fields, Pat-
terson’s, Golden Island,
Paints Plus, Island Star

Video and StarBooks.
Photo by Derrick Lundy

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET

From Page A1

Scotvold also responded
strongly to Malcolmson’s
suggestion that the district
violated ministry rules for
budget reporting.

“It’s done in a manner to
discredit the board and I find
it particularly insulting.”

Local CUPE president
Kelly Blackwood offered a
conciliatory gesture to dis-
trict staff.

“As for feeling insulted,
that was not the intention.
This is about accountabil-
ity and public transparency,”
Blackwood said.

Trustee Bonnie MacGil-
livray shared Blackwood’s
sentiments.

“Like Kelly, I think this is
a healthy exercise. Ask the
questions, we have nothing
to hide.”

Now that the district
received final-operating
grant figures on November
22, Scotvold contends that
unlike his own or Malcolm-
son’s projections, the district
actually faces a $316,692
shortfall for the 2004/05
school year despite various
unforeseen boons.

For the preliminary bud-
get, the district did not factor
a $71,274 “holdback™ grant
(Malcolmsonincorrectly pre-
dicted $125,788), it received
a $54,230 surplus larger than
forecast and received more
students than projected (with
net gains of $27,668 instead
of the $150,000 suggested
by Malcolmson) that should
have reduced the shortfall to
$197,000.

But after all those gains,
the district still received
$180,152 less than last
year from the ministry, if
$97,376 designated solely
for accounting procedures
is factored into the equation,
said Scotvold.

Moreover, increased ben-
efit costs, increased costs
for services and supplies
and unfunded expenses

for teachers’ pensions total
$50,000 more than projected
estimates, he said.

And while increased
enrolment generated more
revenue, class-composi-
tion requirements caused a
$70,000 increase in expens-
es, he said.

“We got the kids back in
terms of regular students but
most came back on the Outer
Islands and in the DLPP”
(District Learners Partner-
ship Program for home-
school families).

“Variances happen, they
will always happen and cor-
rections will be made as part
of the process,” said district
finance and human resources
administrator Kathi Hanson.

“Other government agen-
cies are not required to
report with the same level
of detail as school districts,”
she noted.

Beleaguered trustees and
staff reminded the commu-
nity that they are fighting a
budgetary war on a second
front with the Ministry of
Education. Though the dis-
trict recently received new
ministry funding of $70,000
for textbooks, $24,400 for
a literacy-fund grant and
$20,000 for a preschool lit-
eracy initiative, those funds
are targeted without board
discretion, said McKenzie.

“The fight is always on,”
she said.

Trustee Russ Searle also
indicated that the ministry’s
funding-formula revisions
for rural districts that take
effect next year will actually
create increases for some
medium-sized districts,
while two of the smallest
districts (Gulf Islands and
Revelstoke) will be signifi-
cantly impacted (reducing
the local $15-million budget
by an estimated $600,000)
and the six largest districts in
the province would be unaf-
fected.

Mobilized by insufficient

funding claims against the
government, Corinna Filion
spoke on behalf of the edu-
cation ministry Tuesday.

“School District 64 enrol-
ment has declined by 4.4 per
cent since 2001/02 and over
the same period the ministry
has increased funding by 2.8
per cent, including one-time
grants totalling $600,000.”

In2004/05,B.C. will spend
a record $6,752 per student
— an increase of $536 per
student since 2000/01, Filion
said.

“In fact, the real per-pupil
funding is higher now than
it has been in the last 15
years.”

And the future might not
be as bleak as the $1.1-mil-
lion shortfall that the Gulf
Islands School District proj-
ects for next year, she said.

“Although B.C. has
24,000 fewer students than
in 2000/01, the province will
increase funding by $313
million over the next three
years, including $85 million
this year,” she said.

The spinning shell game
of educational finances
might leave some commu-
nity members shell shocked;
and even Scotvold acknowl-
edges that district figures can
be isolated to say whatever
people want them to say.

“You’re trying to come up
with solid information, but

Rammed Earth
- An expression of
carin iior our
grandchildren

www.sirewall.com

537-9355

SALT _SPRING

MINI STORAGE

537-5888

you’re basing all your infor-
mation on these things that
are very fluid.”

The current budget system
has some major weaknesses,
he said.

“But it’s as good as it’s
going to get.”

During the local school
board meeting, islander
Cindy Brooks asked every-
one at the table to work
together to serve the inter-
ests of student education.

“Why can’t all these intel-
ligent people work toward a
positive end note instead of
defending a negative posi-
tion?” she asked.

“Children are our future,
we’re blowing it and I hate to
see that happen.”

NATURAL GOODNESS

Embe Bakery

December § to 14

This week at Embe we are
featuring our tasty ham &
cheese croissant that melt
in your mouth, our special
Vienna bread, and the
high energy whole wheat
granola cookies...yum!

Ham & Cheese
Croissant
Reg.S195 ........ Now $1.40

Vienna Bread
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Whole Wheat

Granola Cookies
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You can reach us 24 hrs/day at

537-5611

or drop by at the foot of the hill.
Open early from

4:30 am 'til 5:30 pm Mon - Sat
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DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT
7:30 am /[ 11:30 am*/ 3:30 pm

DEPARTS GANGES
AND THE GULF ISLANDS
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*except Montague Harbour
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Downtown
Vancouver

Departing Ganges
7:40am, 2:05pm
Departing Vancouver

8:45am, 3:15pm
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to Vancouver airport
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book online: www.saltspringair.com
orgiveusacall §37-9880
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Quality Paint « Carpet «Tile For your home

Come to our
AFGHAN RUG
SALE this Friday,
Saturday & Sunday!

Beside Barb’s Buns in Ganges 537-5455

TOM NAVRATIL Royal LePage
e-mail: tomas@islandnet.com Salt Spring Realty
www.saltspringhomes.com  537-5515

PRISTINE
AND
PRIVATE

Architect  designed
and built family home
on pristine 5 acres,
mostly level, treed, sunny and private, good well. Wood beams,
light and cheery, ADSL internet, temporary occupancy
permit in place (some finishing still needs to be done). Valley
view possible, close to town. Excellent value!

$495,000 MLS Call Tom Navratil

Fleas
Navidogs

The North End Fitness
Christmas Fit Kit

Two Months Full Membership

Two Personal Orientation
Sessions

One Computer Accurate
Body Composition Analysis
5 Tanning Sessions

Merchants set up shoplifting biz alert

By ELLEN YEUNG
Staff Writer

Salt Spring’s Chamber
of Commerce is creating a
business alert for merchants
to share information about
problems they’ve encoun-
tered, such as theft, vandal-
ism or counterfeit money.

Retailers can help each
other look out for trouble,
said Chamber of Commerce
administrator Perry Rue-
hlen.

Steve Knight, owner of
The Local licensed liquor
store, has caught shoplifters
in four separate occasions in
the last few weeks.

He would like to pass on
information about the per-
petrators and what general
techniques they use.

“Retailers can watch for it
and hopefully put a stop to it
before it starts,” he said.

Knight has also upgraded
his security camera system
within the last two months
so the images are clearer and
more easily accessible.

“People come in as groups
and they distract the clerk

or try to lead the clerk away
from the incidents,” Knight
said.

Wine bottles are stuffed
into jackets, backpacks or
other bags. One item may
be purchased, and then three
more put into the bag before
the person leaves the store,
he said.

Mouat’s has also taken
some precautionary mea-
sures by hiring an undercover
security firm from off-island
three weeks ago.

The store is sharing the
cost with Thrifty Foods
and Ganges Village Market
(GVM), which have used the
security firm’s services for
several years.

“[Shoplifting] hasn’t been
a big issue for us,” said
Mouat’s manager Kevin Bell.
“But we’re being prudent
anyway because our staff are
busy selling, so they can’t be
watching all the time.”

The retailer also installed
a sophisticated security cam-
era system within the last
year.

“We had to put them in

Are they tax efficient?

Are you living on income,
from your investments?

Call a trusted local Professional

SECURITIES INC.

because our building is so
old and has five doors,” Bell
said. “There are plenty of
places that you could be
standing in and not be seen.”

However, Bell doesn’t
anticipate an increase in
shoplifting with Christmas
approaching.

“People are in a nice,
happy frame of mind,” he
said.

GVM co-owner Mike
Tyson said the store is bring-
ing in undercover security
staff more frequently than
before, and at varying times
of the day.

“If somebody is caught,
the word is out on the street
instantly, so it acts as a deter-
rent,” Tyson said.

The store also added hid-
den security cameras within
the last year.

Tyson said he’s not sure
how much merchandise
GVM is losing. Two weeks
ago, staff caught a guy sell-
ing stolen meat in the park-
ing lot, though.

Thrifty Foods owner Dan
Lee said his store doesn’t

have the money to purchase
a security camera yet.

“We have plans but it’s
$30,000 to install a camera
system here, but I'd rather
spend the money on staff-
ing,” Dan Lee said. “But
we’ll do it sooner or later.”

Meanwhile, the manager
of the government liquor
store said he doesn’t bother
calling the police for shop-
lifting cases.

“By the time I get police
response and by the time it
gets to court, nothing hap-
pens to them,” said Dan
Margetts.

Although a camera and
TV monitor is installed at
the store’s front entrance, it
doesn’t have security cam-
eras.

Because the Workers’
Compensation Board won’t
cover injuries from appre-
hending thieves, Margetts
would rather deter potential
shoplifters by asking people
to leave large backpacks at
the counter and to use shop-
ping baskets, and by offering
customers assistance.

Drummond Park
trail not considered

Martin J. Hoogerdyk

Certified
Financial Planner

537-1730

GRACE POINT SQUARE
(across from Bank of Montreal), ...,

mhoogerdyk@berkshire.ca R

Licensed Bakerg & Cafe
Something NEW every day!

e Wholesome new artesional breads
e Tasty sandwiches from our deli

e Exciting new muffins and scones
* Marcia’s extraordinary pastries

Licensed Creekside on McPhillips 537-4491

Put a little “grog” in your “nog”
(in the comfort of your own home)

Please do not drink and drive!

P.S. Please note that The Local Liquor Store and Bar will be closing early
on Monday, December 13. 6PM CLOSING for our annual Christmas Party

Open 9am - 11pwm daily
The Local Liguor Store
Gasoline Alley 5379463

GANGES
VILLAGE

MARKET

VISIT WITH SANTA

Friday, December 17
10am-12noon & Ipm-3pm

1n 1solation of others

A public trail at Fulford beach will only be considered as
part of a wider vision for island village trail networks, not to
prohibit a future Freedom Camp.

Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC)
decided last week to set up an “urban trail corridor task
force” to look at trail links in Ganges, Fulford Harbour and
Vesuvius Bay.

Referring to a PARC parks planning committee discussion
about the Fulford issue, PARC operations manager Dave
Gibbon said, “Commissioners expressed some concern there
be a long range review of connections to other areas in the
vicinity . . . From Drummond Park to the [Fulford Creek]
bridge would not have any particular destination.”

A group of south Salt Spring residents had asked PARC
to seek dedicated public access to the Fulford beach area,
which was inhabited by squatters this summer.

Parks planning committee chair Mark Haughey will
appoint the trail corridor task force, which should report
back to PARC in June.

DRIFTWOOD
CLASSIFIEDS

The Island’s marketplace

Page B23

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

GET PREPURED
FOr Curistmas!

~BONUS-~
(receive free bottle of
spot remover!)

BEST JOB!
BEST PRICE!

We’'ll be there, tomorrow!

Mafalda Hoogerdyk

Serving CRITICAL ILLNESS
Salt Spring Island INSURANCE
SINCE 1964 o Tax Free Lump Sum Benefi
Phone 537-208 | | "5y aterdagross.
Pager 537-8168 *Its A Fact - one in three

FLOOR RESTORATION

Canadians will contract a
Critical lliness!

537-1730

mafalda@oceanswestinsurance.ca
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PEACE OFFERING: Bob Wild joins a dozen or so
activists — including the Raging Grannies — at a pro-
test gathering in Centennial Park, which coincided
with U.S. President George Bush'’s visit to Canada.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

No timeshares
on Salt Spring

The Salt Spring Local
Trust Committee tightened
up the definitions of “resi-
dential” and “commercial
guest accommodation” by
giving further readings to
Bylaw 401 at its end-of-
November meeting.

Action was taken to pre-
vent the possibility of time-
share or other non-residen-
tial property use at the future
Channel Ridge Highbridge
village development and
elsewhere on the island.

Under Bylaw 401, the
term “residential” does
not include occupancy of a
dwelling by anyone under
a timeshare plan unless the
term of occupancy is at least
six continuous months.

The term “commer-
cial guest accommodation”
means a commercial enter-
prise, other than a bed and
breakfast home-based busi-
ness, that consists of the tem-
porary rental of commercial
guest accommodation units,
campsites or tourist hostel bed
space to travellers or vacation-
ers. It excludes the use of any

Four-day week survey results
should be available in January

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Protesting parents pre-
sented trustees with a failing
grade over the controversial
calendar change during the
December 1 school board
meeting.

But islanders will likely
wait until the New Year to
hear results from a Four-
Day School Week Question-
naire completed by parents,
students, teachers and staff
before a November 30 dead-
line.

During the public meeting
last week, Keep Five Alive
Coalition (KFAC) members
Mona Fertig and Peter Haase
expressed opposition to the
four-day week with a report
card that failed the Gulf
Islands School District in the
subjects of accountability,
budgeting and consultation.

“This [calendar] is not an
improvement, it’s a loss,”
Haase said.

Fertig and Haase also
requested that the district
research KFAC claims
that students are leaving
the island because of the
shortened week and that 34
island-based children now
attend schools in Duncan.

“When you find yourself
in a hole, it’s time to stop
digging,” Haase said.

School board chair May
McKenzie said she hoped
questionnaire results would
be available for the Four-Day
Week Implementation Task
Force meeting on December
15.

But she isn’t confident the
results will be available that
soon.

“They are going to spend
this week inputting the data.

It’s going to take longer than
they thought,” she said.

“At this point, it’s probably
safer to say January.”

McKenzie also indicated
that the district would report
figures of projected savings
from the calendar change
during the January school
board meeting.

In response to parent
requests about trustees’
goals for the school calendar
in the future, McKenzie said
the board will likely move
for another four-day week
next year.

“When we passed the
motion it was for the two
years,” McKenzie said.

She said the board would
need to consult with the com-
munity every year the local
school week varied from the
standard calendar issued by
the Ministry of Education.

;}(OBUY 2...GET 1 FREE! !

Any S/S T-Shirt in Stock!

We Gift Wrap

* FOR FREE

With this coupon

Hurry, Offer ends Dec. 14"

CLIP THIS COUPON TO SAVE!

clothing co.

Creekside
537-2330

S

land or improvements under a
timeshare plan unless the term
of occupancy by an individual

is less than 30 days.

HOT TUB COVERS

3 Yr. Warranty

20% off Sale
5371-514T

Your local m™=e

septic tank cleaner.
ALL ISLANDS

se ?tic
CALL 538 PUMP (7867) OR VISIT
WWW.ALLISLANDSSEPTIC.COM

kTANK CLEANING + LINE FLUSHING « HYDRO-VAC SERVICEJ

ROB ROODENBURG
OWNER/OPERATOR

/ L] .
Bookkeeping Services
Recapture your creative energy and freedom
to focus on your craft. Be confident that all the
paperwork is done properly and on time.

QuickBooks Setup, Training

and Support

Become self-sufficient and confident with your accounting
system through personalized tutoring and ongoing support.

David Waddington

Certified Intuit Advisor

537-0854

Specializing in Small Business

Finbar “Old Salty”
has been fishing...

Come in and taste

Fridays & Saturdays 1 - 4pm until Christmas

Your Christmas Wish List?

What’s on

December Specials

Smoked Salmon Lox $9.00 200g sliced
Smoked Black Cod $11.00/1b
Smoked Tuna $ 11.00/b  <Fomwitd stocks”

Mike Scott SHOKED
Salt Spring Island SATAION

Sea Products

537-5011

(leave a message and just like Santa,
_ your wishes will be granted promptly!)

GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL
112 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2K3

In Carpentry & Joinery

Start your post-secondary education right now
without leaving your home or your job. SKILLED
TRADES WORKERS ARE IN DEMAND.

Time to learn new skills? ..Upgrade techniques,
increase your knowledge?

Do you dream of becoming certified in your trade or
becoming a contractor yourself?

Become more marketable to employers and com-
mand higher wages!

Learn in a well-equipped shop from highly qualified
instructors.

Offered on Fridays/Saturdays to minimize time away
from work.

Small class sizes, high quality-learning environment,
reasonable tuition costs.

Call today to learn more and

RESERVE YOUR SPOT
537-9944 (local 227)
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Christmas Gift Certificate Special

m—— \VEST WIND s—

HARDWOOD INC.

Custom Flooring

Specializing in custom Wide Plank
Clear Douglas Fir

* Brand name flooring available
* Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock

1-800-667-2275

#5 - 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC

X0

SR

CRAIG J. CHISHOLM,
AACI, R.I.(B.C.)

is pleased to announce his retirement
and the transfer of his practice
of Real Estate Appraisal
to

Bree Connelly, CRA
Victoria Appraisal Services

537-1274
250-544-1183
fax 250-544-1186
cell 250-480-9595

email vicappr@telus.net

AR
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Fine Jewellry & Gifts
Unique Distinctive Beautiful
Art Jewellry
Silver Jewellry
Mammoth Tusk
Carvings

Candles
Art Cards
Collectable Bears

Sculptures
Blown Glass
Silk Scarves

& Shawls

Gift
Certificates
Available

Enter our Free Draw

We invite you to come in, browse &
enter our free draw for this beautiful
Amethyst Pendant.

Draw date December 20th.

Grace Point Square
Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm,
Sunday 10am-4pm

_ 537-9500 )

Developers haven’t given up on Norton

By ELLEN YEUNG
Staff Writer

Developers of a proposed
26-lot subdivision on Norton
Road are not giving up, even
if the Local Trust Committee
(LTC) has not endorsed their
current plan.

The lawyer for N.S.E.
Holdings Ltd. pled with
trustees at last month’s LTC
meeting for permission to
speak directly with Trust
lawyers about their afford-
able housing rezoning appli-
cation.

According to project man-
ager Tom O’Connor, N.S.E.
Holdings, which owns the
Salt Spring Affordable Hous-
ing Corp. (SSAHC), was
“shocked” that its proposal to
build Norton Mews, consist-
ing of 26 homes on individu-
al small lots, was rejected at
a previous LTC meeting.

Instead, trustees and staff
asked the applicant to limit
the lot number to 15, with 14
of those for affordable hous-
ing units. As well, the Trust
set the minimum individual
lot size at 0.11 hectares (0.25
acres). However, the hous-
ing company maintains the
density proposal complies
with the Salt Spring Official
Community Plan (OCP).

“We think [the develop-
ment proposal] is unassail-
able and no one has told us it
isn’t,” lawyer Charles Willms

told the trustees before giv-
ing them a report outlining
the SSAHC’s legal position.

Trust regional planning
manager John Gauld told
Willms and O’Connor the
general policy is for an appli-
cant’s lawyers to go through
Islands Trust staff.

Trustee Kimberly Lineger
said the Trust is seeking a
legal opinion on the number
of units allowed.

O’Connor later told the
Driftwood his group could
get everything resolved
through a five-minute dis-
cussion with Trust lawyers.

NSE Holdings Ltd., owned
by Norm and Diane Elliott,
first applied to rezone five
acres of the 12-acre parcel
from Agricultural to a Resi-
dential zone variation last
November. However, the
affordable housing subdi-
vision idea was conceived
almost two years ago and
had received encouragement
from trustees and planners at
that point, O’Connor said.

So far, 30 different people
have expressed interest in
buying the homes and some
200 have signed petitions
and written letters in favour
of the plan.

The for-profit group is
targeting the homes for Salt
Spring families and individ-
uals with an annual income
of $40,000 to $60,000.

The two- to three-bedroom
houses would sit on aver-
age lot sizes of 5,000 square
feet. Their cost would be
about $200,000, with equity
indexed to the cost of living
rather than being market-
driven.

“So this keeps the price
down and affordable,”
O’Connor said.

The median price of a
house on Salt Spring is
around $400,000, he said.

O’Connor added the subdi-
vision proposal has received
approval from the North Salt
Spring Waterworks District
and Ganges Sewer commit-
tee.

“And the water conserva-
tion program will be the first
of its kind on Salt Spring
Island,” he said.

Low-flush toilets and fau-
cets, and landscaping with
indigenous plants would
result in 40 to 50 per cent
less water consumption,
O’Connor said. The SSAHC
has also proposed to donate
“up to $300,000 to the sewer
district to connect the sewer
system and to improve the
treatment plant,” he said.

As well, the Ministry of
Transportation has deter-
mined the subdivision “won’t
have any impact on the road
system,” O’Connor said.

However, some neigh-
bours near the subdivision

raised concerns about the
development at last month’s
LTC meeting.

Daria Zovi spoke up on
behalf of the Norton Neigh-
bourhood Association that
included 100 petitioners,
and three other community
groups.

While she supported lots
be divided into one to two-
acre parcels or be grouped
into co-op housing clusters,
she said development should
not occur on large open areas
of agricultural land.

The property is bounded
by agricultural land to the
northeast, northwest and
south, and the lands are in the
Agricultural Land Reserve
(ALR). Zovi noted the
northern portion of the pro-
posed subdivision includes
riparian and western screech
owl habitat. She also urged
the Trust to not consider the
neighbouring Brinkworthy
subdivision an area prece-
dent because it was created
before the ALR and OCP
were adopted.

Meanwhile, O’Connor
said he feels the Trust is
favouring the non-profit
community housing propos-
al on Horel Road.

“I think there’s a bizarre
competition with Horel
Road,” he said. “I think
there’s a desire by trustees to
push that forward.”

Shoppers snap up food bank art bags

Islanders have embraced a
new way to share Christmas
cheer by purchasing child-
decorated bags of groceries
for food bank donations.

“It’s an amazing reaction,”
said local Thrifty Foods
owner Dan Lee.

“Some people are buying
them 10 at a time. They just
pay for them and then we
deliver them up there.”

The store is already start-
ing to run short of pre-pack-
aged grocery bags that were
enhanced with artwork by
island children.

“The little kids did such a
cute job,” Lee said.

“We thought this might
add to the holiday cheer if
[food bank recipients] had
a nice hand-decorated bag,”
said teacher participant Deb
Nostdal.

Artistic participants
included Nostdal’s class
from Salt Spring Elemen-
tary, and students from Fern-
wood Elementary and Salt
Spring Centre School.

“I saw two little ones who
participated in the decorat-
ing and they were looking
around to see if their bags
were still here and they
didn’t see them,” Lee said.

Now, cashiers are current-
ly decorating bags in an elf-
paced effort to keep up with
sales, he said.

“We sent out 200 bags and
we’ll definitely need more.”

The fundraising program
allows shoppers to make an
easy food bank donation by
purchasing a small grocery
bag full of shelf-stable food
for $10.99 or a larger bag for
$19.99, he said.

The original idea came
from the Courtenay Thrifty
Foods store last year, and it
has now spread through the
company, he said.

“We just thought we’d

decorate the bags. Nobody
else is doing this.”

Local staff also volun-
teered their time to assemble
the bags and the company
reduced costs on products.

“It was all started by one
of my staff, Petra Mollin.
She got behind this whole
thing.”

Salt Spring’s Thrifty
Foods store also sells food
bank vouchers and provides
a donation bin, he noted.

“We like to be a venue for
people to support the food
bank if they wish. It’s going
over very well throughout
the whole company.”

CHRISTMAS MARKET IN THE PARK

Saturday, December 18th ¢ 10am - 2pm
Arts, Crafts, Clothing and All Kinds of Foods

ALL MARKET VENDORS WELCOME

(Winter vending permit available now from PARC)

For more information contact:
David 653-2300 / Heather 653-4809

..THE REVIVAL OF A SALT SPRING CHRISTMAS TRADITION
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HIGH POINT: Owners, contractors and the architect
for the Heritage Place project mark the comple-
tion of the highest point of the first of five houses
by mounting a tree atop the roof. Heritage Place,
located at Lower Ganges and Crofton roads, is being
constructed in three phases and when completed will
house 45 seniors residents in five separate and inde-

Gluss recalls
Berton photo

Salt Spring photographer Mike Gluss’s image of the late
author Pierre Berton accompanied news of Berton’s death
last week on the front page of the Toronto Star.

Gluss took Berton’s photo in 1972 when he was work-
ing as a freelance photographer in Toronto. Berton had just
published his book The Last Spike and Gluss spent an entire
day taking photos of Berton at a railroad station in Kline-
burg, Ontario for a magazine. The photo that eventually ran
showed Berton standing at the back of a train.

“Berton was very easy going, very knowledgeable about
things,” said Gluss, who has lived on Salt Spring since 1980.
“He was not pretentious, not stuck up. He was just a simple
guy.”

Berton’s most well-known books, The National Dream
and The Last Spike, describe the important historical role the
Canadian Pacific Railway played in fostering early national
unity and driving economic growth.

Gluss continues to teach and shoot photos on Salt Spring.

“Photographers never retire. They stay the way of old
prints,” he said.

e\
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TrédHolse
Cafe
Fulford & Ganges

New menus_at'the Tree House £
both locations

pendent houses. Balsam House, the first house, will

be ready for occupancy in April.

Photo by Ellen Young

Transition house
stats show violence
still a problem here

Earlier this week, on
December 6, Canadians
across the country commem-
orated the National Day of
Remembrance and Action on
Violence Against Women.

“This is the official day
when people mark the anni-
versary of the 1989 Mon-
treal Massacre and recommit
to creating positive change,”
states a press release from
Salt Spring Women Opposed
to Violence and Abuse. “It is
a day when many give voice
to the reality that violence
against women continues to
be one of the great woes in
our society.”

The Salt Spring Island
Transition House marks this
day, along with 364 others,
as another day of doing the
work. “The work is support-
ing women and their chil-
dren whose lives have been
affected by violence and
abuse.”

On Salt Spring, that trans-
lates into well over 300 cri-
sis calls to the 24-Hour Gulf
Islands Crisis Line since
December 6 of last year.

It means 80 women and
children needed the ser-
vices of the local transition
house since then. It means
this small, six-bed facility
has provided over 1,000 bed
nights in that one-year span:
over 1,000 nights on Salt
Spring when women and
children needed a safe place
to stay.

About 70 per cent of the
women accessing the sup-
port of this transition house
are from Salt Spring and the
Outer Islands.

Others may come from
anywhere in the province or
other parts of the country,
often relocating in an attempt
to find safety for themselves

and their children.

The access point for the
transition house is the 24-
Hour Gulf Islands Crisis
Line. It is open to all call-
ers, whether they are women
wanting to come into the
shelter or people who simply
need to talk over the phone.

Transition house work-
ers answering the line have
particular expertise in the
dynamics of abuse and fam-
ily violence. They will do
their best to support all call-
ers, as well as assist with
referrals to other useful
resources.

The Salt Spring Transition
House service is safe, free
and confidential. It includes
safe shelter, support coun-
selling, food, clothing, infor-
mation and referrals.

Women can access this
service any time, day or
night, by calling the 24-Hour
Gulf Islands Crisis Line at
537-0735 or toll-free 1-877-
435-7544.

The Salt Spring Transi-
tion House and 24-Hour
Gulf Islands Crisis Line are
operated by the Gulf Islands
Women's Resource Net-
work, a non-profit society
dedicated to helping women
and children throughout the
Southern Gulf Islands whose
lives have been affected by
violence and abuse.

HOT TUBS

« Repair & Maintenance!
« Inspection with Free Estimate
o NEW & USED HOT TUB SALES

CHRISTMAS
SoLk

The Island’s Full Service
Hot Tub & Pool Service Dealer

100 Twinflower Way,
Saltspring Island

537-5147

installed $1 8 000

PACIFIC & CRYSTAL WATERS
NEW HOT TUBS
ON DISPLAY

Gulf Island Pool & Spa

Servicing all the Gulf Islands since 1999

(& HONEYDIE & )

Gently Used Kid’s Clothing & Shoes 0 fo 5

Our official spokes model, Bella, says
‘T get all my cool clothes from
Honeypie! Come check it out!”

From Christmas outfits to warm winter
wear at great affordable prices!

Located inside Fables Cottage
120 Hereford Ave. Downtown Ganges

Open Monday to Saturday 10am to 5:30pm
Sunday 11-4 (over the holidays)

For enquiries & to consign items, call
\_ Melissa 537-2127 or Lisah 537-7058 )

— ]
Morningside Law

The Law Offices of
Wynona Elizabeth Cook

are now open to service all
your legal requirements

(no legal aid)

105 Tah Rd, Fulford Harb
(corne? o?lll\r/}?rfningsige (E)Sz Taha;ur?::l;) 65 3 - 9966

Room for 4 to 5 persons. 24 soothing jets.

Oceanside Pools and Spas
“Prompt, professional service”

2 year Equipment Warranty.

15% off all
Spa Floor Model Sale supplies!
EndsDec 15
Sierra Skaha
List price $7085% +tax List price $6830% +tax
Floor model sale price Floor model sale price
$4520% +tax $4337% 4tax
Includes delivery & Includes delivery &
start up kit. Lifetime Shell and start up kit.
Surface Warranty,

Room for 3 to 4 persons. 22 soothing jets.
#2-126 Upper Ganges in front of Moby's
537-1996

ROEMER INTERIOR DESIGN

commercial & residential design

tel. 250 216 1961
www.roemerinteriordesign.com

The

Seafood Bar & Grill
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More notice, please

While a 30-unit, assisted-living seniors complex ready for con-
struction next to Greenwoods and Lady Minto Hospital is a welcome
addition to housing options for Salt Spring’s aging population, its
quick approval as a three-storey structure is of concern.

Salt Spring’s Land Use Bylaw (LUB) 355 stipulates buildings on
the island should be two storeys or 7.6 metres (24.9 feet) high. It’s
one of those things churned about in official community plan and
LUB discussions of the 1990s.

Shorter buildings preserve views and help maintain the well-loved
rural island ambiance.

The Islands Trust office was just following the required procedure
in providing limited notice of the proposed development variance
permit needed to allow a higher-than-usual structure on Blain Road.
And the height impact is even being mitigated by the building’s

placement.

But for something that arouses passions as much as a compara-
tively tall building in one’s neighbourhood, more public notice of the
plan should have been arranged.

On task

With elation (and outrage) over the pool referendum result subsid-
ing, it’s time for Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation Commission
(PARC) and the Capital Regional District to get down to work.

PARC'?s first steps have been the right ones: To seek the most
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affordable construction management option and strike a community
advisory committee to monitor progress and costs.

Volunteer PARC board members and staff have been handed an

overwhelming task, and assembling as much advice and assistance
as possible is a smart way to face it.

Islanders should be assured the original figures used were not con-
cocted over a few pints at Moby’s, but are based on real experiences

at other pool facilities.

These days, every public and private project may well cost more
than first estimated, but PARC is on the right track in trying to get the
best facility for the money approved by taxpayers.

By MARY HUGHES

As Anton Kuerti finished his
performance of Beethoven’s
Moonlight Sonata on Wednesday
night, I was so happy we were
going to hear another wonderful
recital the next night.

Typically Salt Spring, the audi-
ence rose with their applause, but
alas, no encore. Kuerti, a senior
statesman amongst Canadian pia-
nists, an icon really, and widely
admired for his political con-
science as well as his generous
spirit — had graciously consented
to play a different program for his
second ArtSpring appearance.

First an appetizer of Bagatelles,
not often heard. Then the # 6
Sonata. A loud cough from the
front row disturbed the quiet sec-

VIEW
POINT

ond movement, earning a frown,
almost a scowl, from the pianist.

Then, before he sat down to
play the demanding Hammerkla-
vier, Kuerti offered a few words,
“Coughing 101,” wherein he com-
plimented the hall, noting how
particularly important, because of
the excellent acoustics, it was that
we were absolutely quiet.

He went on to demonstrate
appropriate coughing technique
— bury your face in your arm —
and suggested gently that anyone
who felt the need to cough, might

wish to listen to the concert from
outside the hall.

He wasn’t joking.

A few minutes into the first
movement, he paused — looked
heavenward toward the lighting
booth — and asked with just a
hint of frustration, that a fan be
turned off.

Who could hear it? The hall
was already stunningly silent. But
with the fan off, the silence deep-
ened.

On to the extremely long and, to
my ears, unfocused second move-
ment. Another pause. Kuerti had
stopped playing, admitting to the
packed house that this was his
fifth concert in as many days, and
he wanted his music. Applause, as
he went backstage to fetch it.

By now there was perhaps a
little tension in the house . . .
would someone start unwrapping
a candy?

The finale of the Hammerkla-
vier could have been written last
week, it sounds so modern. It’s
a brutal movement and Kuerti
delivered in spades.

It was a tremendous experience
to hear it, and see him perform it
from such close range.

We clapped and clapped. He
came out a third time, held up his
hands, and offered an encore, as
compensation for “all my little
trials.”

He’d play one movement of
the Moonlight Sonata, and which
would we like? Having clearly
absorbed the Salt Spring atmo-

Kuerti concerts confirm ArtSpring as superb hall

sphere, he called for a vote.

Half the audience wanted the
slow, dreamy first movement, the
other half voted for the virtuoso
presto last movement. In the event,
he treated us to the entire piece.

We calculated that with two full
houses, with admittedly several
folks attending both recitals, more
than five per cent of the adults
currently on the island heard this
master. Imagine that happening in
the big city!

Kudos to ArtSpring for being
such a superb recital hall, and
applause to Paul Gravett and
company for making it happen.
Bravo!

The writer is a Salt Spring arts
and culture fan.

Healthier farms and environment program en route

By SHERI NEILSON

The Canada—British
Columbia Environmental
Farm Plan (EFP) is a new
program in B.C. that will
complement and enhance
the current environmental
stewardship practices of pro-
ducers.

Led by the province’s
agriculture and agri-food
industry, this initiative will
encourage producers from
all parts of the province to
adopt beneficial manage-
ment practices that enhance
agricultural sustainability
and contribute to a cleaner,
healthier environment.

The program applies to
all types and sizes of farms
throughout the province.
As participants in this pro-
gram, producers will be
able to identify their farm’s
strengths, prioritize any
potential risks to the envi-
ronment, and take advantage
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of'tools and techniques avail-
able to manage those risks.

Producers who develop
and have an approved EFP
become eligible to apply
for cost-shared incentives
through the National Farm
Stewardship Program to
implement actions identified
in their plan.

Working together under
the Agricultural Policy
Framework, governments
and industry are looking to
accelerate efforts to reduce
agricultural risks and pro-
vide benefits to our water
resources, soil, air and bio-
diversity. Environmental
farm planning is part of that
approach.

Environmental farm plan-

ning is a voluntary process
that producers can use to
identify both environmen-
tal strengths and any poten-
tial risks on their farms.
As appropriate, it includes
a prioritized action plan to
reduce the risks.

Developing an EFP and
becoming eligible to apply
for incentive payments is
essentially a four-step pro-
cess. Producers can partici-
pate in the program by:

* Attending a workshop;

* Doing a risk assessment
of their farm or ranch, alone
or with the assistance of an
EFP planner;

* Developing a plan to
mitigate any identified risks;
and;

* Having the plan approved
by an EFP planner.

When an EFP planner has
approved the environmental
farm plan, the producer will

be eligible for cost-shared
incentives under the Nation-
al Farm Stewardship Pro-
gram and Greencover Cana-
da. Through these programs,
producers will have access
to cost-shared funding to
implement eligible Benefi-
cial Management Practices
(BMPs) that address the on-
farm environmental risk pri-
orities identified in the plan.

In B.C., delivery groups
lead the delivery of envi-
ronmental farm planning
services at the local level.
The Island Farmers’ Alli-
ance was among 18 organi-
zations selected by the BC
Agriculture Council to coor-
dinate the delivery of EFP
programs in the province.
The Island Farmers’ Alli-
ance will service Vancouver
Island and the Gulf Islands.
All EFP services provided
by the Island Farmers’ Alli-
ance are free.

The program is funded by
Agriculture and Agri-food
Canada with support from
the B.C. ministries of Agri-
culture, Food and Fisheries,
and Water, Land and Air
Protection.

The Island Farmers’ Alli-
ance has scheduled the first
workshop on Salt Spring
Island on Saturday, Decem-
ber 11. It will be held at the
Farmers Institute hall from
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Cof-
fee and lunches will be pro-
vided.

For more informa-
tion or to register, con-
tact Peter Versteege, EFP
coordinator, Island Farm-
ers’ Alliance, (250) 743-
2243, pversteege@shaw.
ca, or myself at 537-1883,
ekv(@saltspring.com.

The writer is the EFP
Planning Advisor for the
Island Farmers’ Alliance.

Your
letters
are

welcome
Letters to the editor
are welcome, but
writers are request-
ed to keep their
submissions to 400
words or less. Letters
may be edited for
brevity, legality and
taste. Writers are
also asked to fur-
nish a telephone
number where they
may be reached
during the day, and
to sign their let-
ters with their full
name. Thank you
letters will not nor-
mally be considered
for publication, and
anonymous letters
are not accepted.
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SALT SPRING SAYS

We asked: What do you do to start off your Christmas celebrations?

Heather Meek
I celebrate my birthday on
December 5. Then I bake
cookies, cakes and ginger-
bread house, and decorate
the house.

Margaret Spencer
I make travel plans! I love
to travel and am going to
Mexico this Christmas.

Dawn Christiansen
This is our first Christmas
on Salt Spring. We re going
to decorate with natural
boughs of cedar and fir
— and get as much of a nat-

Walter Mort
I’'m going to get a fresh

Gordy Alton
We re doing Christmas

tree and put up decorations shopping now. We put up

for the Christmas family
dinner.

Christmas lights last week.

Letters to the Editor

Ever learn

The ongoing industrializa-
tion of Syuhe’mun (Walker
Hook) makes me wonder if
we will ever learn; can our
culture ever make the spe-
cial places like Syuhe’mun a
priority over economic gain?
I share with you an excerpt
from the testimony of chief
Seattle in 1854.

“The ashes of our fathers
are sacred. Their graves are
holy ground, and so these
hills, these trees, this portion
of earth is consecrated to us.
We know that the white man
does not understand our ways.
One portion of land is the
same to him as the next, for
he is a stranger who comes in
the night and takes from the
land whatever he needs. The
earth is not his brother, but
his enemy, and when he has
conquerred it, he moves on.
He leaves his fathers’ graves
behind, and he does not care.
He kidnaps the earth from his
children. He does not care.
His fathers’ graves and his
childrens’ birthright are for-
gotten. He treats his mother,
the earth and his brother, the
sky, as things to be bought,

plundered, sold like sheep
or bright beads. His appe-
tite will devour the earth and
leave behind only a desert
These words ring far too
true as 2004 comes to a
close.
SHARON BYWATER,
Maliview Drive

Not enough

I would like to respond to
last week’s front-page story
on the three-storey health-
care facility.

It states the LTC is only
required to give notice of a
proposed bylaw variance to
nearby property owners. Let
me add that this notice was
issued a mere 10 days before
the meeting. In that time,
four letters of objection were
received and a petition with
24 signatures. Although
some of the petitioners may
not reside within the neigh-
bourhood, they are frequent
patrons of the bowling alley
and will probably feel the
impact of such a project. In
fact, the size and location
of this project are such that
all islanders visiting Ganges

ural Christmas as we can.

will feel its impact.

Let islanders ponder this.
If someone should want to
raise the height restriction of
a building going up in front
of your house so as to com-
pletely eliminate your view
of the harbour and block the
morning sun for two to three
hours, 24 signatures and four
letters will not be enough to
even delay the decision to go
ahead.

N. TRANTER,
Salt Spring

All sorts

Pornographic? Disgust-
ing? (December 1 letter)

I must have missed some-
thing. I went and found the
November 24 issue and there
it was! Arvid and Sid mod-
estly covered with maple
leaves. Even without the
leaves it would not be por-
nographic (disappointing
probably); even if aroused or
involved in a sex act (which
I very much doubt) it would
be erotic but still not be por-
nographic, though the latter
two would not be suitable for
our weekly newspaper.

What planet did the Hoggs

come from? I grew up in
the ‘30s and ‘40s when sex
was either in the closets or
under the covers in the dark.
Thank God (if you believe
in her) that sex is in the
open, though how anyone
could think Arvid and Sid
as shown is pornographic
says a lot about the com-
plainers. I’'m sure the Hoggs
did not see Arvid and Sid
in the Scrotum Dialogues at
ArtSpring. Good grief!

I guess it takes all sorts
and we certainly have them
on Salt Spring.

JACK HALLAM,
North End Road

Gruesome

Some people are upset at
the November 24 Driftwood
ad showing Arvid and Sid
wearing nothing but a ‘fig’
leaf.

Those of us spending our
childhood in the European
tradition would probably be
used to the occasional Olym-
pian statue gracing squares
and parks, and perhaps pass
by the unadorned beauty
of Michealangelo’s David
without a second glance.

Admittedly, seeing Arvid
and Sid almost nude is not
high art. Nor is it pornog-
raphy.

A Dbetter description is
(sorry, guys) “gruesome.”
PETER BLACKMORE,

Salt Spring

Porn again

I don’t understand what
the furor is about.

As someone said to me:
“I can’t understand a more
effective deterrent to por-
nography than the photo of
you and Arvid in the paper.”
SID FILKOW,

Salt Spring

Understand it

Between Bush’s lies and
the cooperation of the mass
media, “oil” never surfaced
as a reason for the Iraq war.

The comment of U.S.
Marine Corps General
Smedley Butler in 1935 may
allow one to better under-
stand the present Iraq war.
(General of the Army Doug-
las MacArthur referred to
Butler as “one of the really
great generals in American
history.”)

Butler’s comment was:

“I helped make Mexico
and especially Tampico safe
for American oil interests in
1914. I helped make Haiti
and Cuba a decent place
for the National City Bank
boys to collect revenues in.
I helped in the raping of half
a dozen Central American
republics for the benefit of
Wall Street. The record-
ing of racketeering is long.
I helped purify Nicaragua
for the international banking
house of Brown Brothers in
1909-12. T brought light to
the Dominican Republic for
American sugar interests in
1916. I helped make Hondu-
ras ‘right’ for American fruit
companies in 1903. In China
in 1927 I helped see to it
that Standard Oil went its
way unmolested . . . Look-
ing back on it, I feel I might
have given Al Capone a few
hints. The best he could do
was to operate his racket
in three city districts. We
Marines operated on three
continents.”

GORDON BARNES,
Salt Spring
MORE LETTERS A10

Organic food deserves first-class marketing treatment

I was saddened to hear of the
demise of one of Salt Spring’s
alternative grocery stores — the
Growing Circle Food Co-op in
Gasoline Alley.

Saddened but not surprised.
The outlet is one of a long string
of such brave organic enterprises
that have floundered here on Salt
Spring over the years.

You would think such a busi-
ness would be a slam-dunk suc-
cess on this island. I have never
seen such a collection of health
conscious, vegetarian, new-age
thinking, socially conscious,
recycling, conscientious object-
ing, non-smoking, zen heads all
jostled together on one small
island — an oasis in a vast desert
of unthinking ruffians.

We are knee deep in scribes,
painters, sculptors, musicians,
activists and nonconformists . .
. all on a bedrock of obscenely
wealthy active and retired business
people. With all these enlight-
ened souls and all those bulging
wallets, why would a little health
food store wither on the vine?

It’s not like the “whole foods”
industry is going away. Organic

HEAD TO HEAD

BY PETER VINCENT

dropping. Of course,
lots of produce. But
there is aisle upon
aisle of cleaning prod-
ucts, coffees, sauces,
junk food, all touted to

food sales in the United States
topped a whopping $10 billion
last year, a 20 per cent increase
over the previous year.

More than half the population
polled thought organic foods taste
better and are healthier. Twenty
seven percent are eating more
organic than a year ago.

These numbers are borne out
by the growth in the number of
organic food markets in North
America. Whole Foods Inc. has
almost 200 stores. Wild Oats has
over 100 stores, and was picked as
one of the fastest growing private
companies in America by “Inc”
Magazine. There are branches of
both in Vancouver.

I had the opportunity of shop-
ping in both these stores in a
recent visit to Santa Fe, New
Mexico. These stores are big —
maybe three times the size of our
own Thrifty’s.

The range of products is jaw-

be organic and/or not
harmful to the environment.

There is a meat/poultry/fish
department, a bakery, and a killer
take-out. Expensive? Yes. Well,
more expensive than a typical
grocery. It will probably add a
good 20 per cent to the grocery
bill. But interestingly, it was not
only the well heeled scouring the
shelves. It was jammed to the
gunnels with happy middle class
shoppers.

In fact, the place had a decid-
edly carnival ambiance. Man-
agement hasn’t got some agen-
da overlaying the place, about
how all us nasty consumers are
depleting the ozone layer and rip-
ping off poor subsistence farm-
ers in the Amazon, or supporting
repressive regimes by purchasing
goods made by political prison-
ers. They run these stores like a
mainstream business. More than
that. Whole Foods was named

one of the best 100 companies to
work for in America. They have
fun, and it is palpable from the
moment those electric automatic
doors swing open.

“Fun” is not the first word that
pops into my head when prying
open the door of a typical ‘organ-
ic’ store north of the border. Many
times, it feels like the staff would
rather put a sack over my head
and shove me up against a wall,
condemned to death for my SUYV,
iPod, GMO lifestyle, than show
me where the organic carrots are
located. The stores are usually a
crucible of overt political, envi-
ronmental activism. The organic
food is held up as a shining torch,
fuelled by the passion of their
convictions . . . their abhorrence
of the whole capitalist system,
to covert operations, injustice,
intolerance, genocide, repressive
governments and disproportion-
ate wealth. And all I wanted was
a carrot.

There is nothing wrong with
these convictions. Indeed they are
laudable, and will most certainly
earn them passage to Nirvana.
But the successful organic stores

have learned to separate their pol-
itics from the marketplace.

Successful organic grocery stores
have melded a healthy lifestyle with
mainstream consumerism, and they
are wildly successful.

Since my little trip south, I
have learned to appreciate the
not-so-subtle difference in buy-
ing organic. I will pay the extra
20 per cent to buy a carrot that
doesn’t have the consistency of
balsa wood. And, come to think
of it, the tomatoes I have been
buying in the “regular” section
are as hard as baseballs and about
as tasteless as Janet Jackson at a
Superbowl party.

I am grateful for the square
footage that both GVM and
Thrifty’s set aside for the organic
market. And grateful to Nature-
works for the best-tasting oranges
on the planet. And for the fish
market for providing salmon that
actually tastes like salmon. And
Barb’s Buns for the spelt bread
and whole grain buns.

Now, if we can just get them
all under one roof. With an auto-
matic electric door and an ATM
machine.
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Change engine oil & filter
Inspect: ¢ brakes, linings,

. hoses & steel lines
e Tires, tread & inflation
* Steering * Suspension
_ e Lights

o All fluid levels

427 Fulford Ganges Rd. ¢ 537-4559 ¢ Mon. - Fri. 8-5

293

includes 5L 10W30 oil

4x4 extra tax extra

5 =
HAROLD HARKEMA REPAIRS

Automotive Repairs ¢ Batteries & Tires

* Antifreeze level & strength

Friends

The cold and damp is
upon us again, so it’s time
for Friends For Cats’ second-
annual cat food drive.

All cat food except lams is
gratefully accepted.

The food will go to care-
takers of feral cat colonies
and to low-income people
who need assistance.

Friends For Cats also
needs financial donations
or, if you prefer, put some
money on the Friends For
Cats account at either of the
vet clinics. This money will
be used to spay/neuter feral
cats, to help people who can-
not afford to spay or neuter
their cats, and for assisting
with veterinary services for
low-income people.

& most filters,

ISLAND LANDSCAPING SUPPLY
‘THE SMILE GUYS”

Located at 1429A Fulford-Ganges Rd.
OPEN 9 - 4, OCT TO MARCH - CLOSED SUNDAYS

Products on Hand
Premium Top Soil

#1 Garden Soil

50-50 Lawn Soil

Fine Sand

Medium Sand

Medium Bark Mulch
Fine Bark Mulch
Chicken Manure Mulch
3/4” Drain Rock

1%2” Drain Rock

Navvy Jack

3/4” White Road Crush
3/8” Blue Road Crush
On Island River Rock
Off Island River Rock
Blasted Road Rock
Large Sandstone White
Large Sandstone Blue
Medium Sandstone White
Medium Sandstone Blue
Large Granite Stone
Medium Granite Stone
Cedar Fence Rails

Flag Stone Patio Grade
Pond Pavers

Shim Stone

Dry Stack Stone

WE LOAD OR DELIVER
SMALL OR LARGE LOADS.

Service with a smile.

Support the

Boy Scouts!

> Buy your Chrismas Tree
at Windsor Plywood

Thanks from
“Andrew, Dave, and Don,

the Smile Guys!”

Stop by and check out
our selection at the
Soil and Gravel Mart’s

convenient location.

$25 - $50 - $100 GIFT
CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Call 653-4871

More letters

For drop-off locations, or
to find out more about us,
please call 537-5631.

LYN MACDONALD,
Friends For Cats

Foolishness

Radiation Protection Ser-
vices’ authoritative bulletin
on the subject of cell phones
states: “Since the cellular and
PCS [personal communica-
tion services] signals from
transmitting towers that the
general public is typically
exposed to are known to be
very low and since they have
been measured and found
to be very low and since
they are well below Health
Canada’s Safety Code 6 and
other international allowable
exposure levels, they do not
pose a health risk.”

(Reference: http://
www.bccdc.org/content.
php?item=56)

When there is a continu-
ing controversy in the face
of known facts it suggests a
willing ignorance born of a
private agenda.

As one of my colleagues
wrote upon reading the
December 1 In Response
column, written by Chris
Anderson, “It is amaz-
ing that someone who has
‘researched EMR for several
years’ can believe and write
such foolishness.”

R.S. FRITH,
Salt Spring

Keep it public

The proposed Norton
Mews subdivision is a plan
to chop up five acres into 26
small lots and build a small
house on each lot. This mas-
sive increase in population,
traffic, etc. is to be imposed

on a single-lane road of eight
families living in a hitherto
peaceful rural setting.

The property to be devel-
oped is now zoned Agricul-
ture 1. Over half of the sur-
rounding and adjacent prop-
erties are in the Agricultural
Land Reserve.

On reading the proposal
it would seem the developer
hopes to get his re-zoning
through the Trust by invok-
ing the magic words “afford-
able housing.” This phrase
is so poorly defined in our
bylaws and schedules as to
be almost meaningless. But
the phrase has a fuzzy, feel-
good ring to it that the devel-
oper may hope will dull the
good sense of the trustees.

Onreading the application,
one is also given the impres-
sion, perhaps not intended, of
a public benefactor stepping
in to, in his words, “take the
bull by the horns” and solve
our housing problems. The
term “affordable housing” is
used in other areas like inner
cities to describe a non-prof-
it development with public
or private funding. Such is
not the case here. This is a
profit-driven development.
The more units that can be
crammed onto the five acres
the greater the profit.

A solution to our housing
crisis must be found. This
development is not the way.
This would also set a bad
precedent for other appli-
cations to move against
farmlands and savage the
peaceful enjoyment of quiet
neighborhoods. I’m sure the
Norton Road residents don’t
want any developer disrupt-
ing their peace by grappling
with bulls by their horns.

Creek House Realty Ltd. is pleased to welcome Rick Alexander
as the newest member of our team. The peaceful beauty and
family ties to the island drew Rick and his wife, Chris, as frequent
visitors for 25 years, before leaving Victoria city life and becoming
permanent members of the community 5 years ago.

ick comes to our firm with a diverse financial and management

background in personal and business banking, including 5
years in Private Banking serving an international clientele and their
families. This was followed by 7 years in private business dealing
with residential development and property rentals.

f you are looking for a real estate professional that believes
in keeping integrity a priority, someone who will work with
enthusiasm and sensitivity, please give Rick a call at 537-5553.

At the November 24 LTC
meeting, a lawyer spoke
on behalf of the developer.
He pleaded to be allowed
to speak to the trust’s legal
advisers in private. When I
was an alderman in Rich-
mond some time ago, rezon-
ing applications were often
made through lawyers or
other professionals. The
council had its own lawyers.
The decision to rezone was
that of the council. It was
not for lawyers to hammer
out a decision. If there was
interaction between lawyers,
we liked it to be in public
where an eye could be kept
on them.

In those bad old days when
lawyers were not as well-
loved and trusted as they are
today, we liked to keep them,
like certain breeds of dogs,
on a rather tight leash.

BILL SIGURGEIRSON,
Salt Spring

R&R

Now that most drinkable
water in southern Canada
and the U.S. contains quanti-
ties of Ibuprofen and Aspi-
rin, headaches will become
a thing of the past. Roses to
everyone who has made this
progress possible by dump-
ing stale or unlabelled medi-
cines down the drain.

Rants to those who tossed
Viagra into these same aqui-
fers and reservoirs. Consid-
ering the age of those who
most often use such aphrodi-
siacs, I’m not overly worried
about a population explo-
sion. I am concerned about
a massive increase in heart
attacks, however.

BOB WEEDEN,
Primrose Lane

MORE LETTERS A11

CREEK HOUSE REALTY L.

164 Fulford Ganges Road Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2T8
Company website: www.creekhouserealty.com

164 Fulford Ganges Rd.
Salt Spring Island, V8K 2T8

www.creekhouserealty.com
1-888-608-5553 (24 hrs.)

Ph: 537-5553
Fax: 537-4288
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More letters

Bias

Six weeks ago the Drift-
wood wrote an editorial in
which it stated that there
had been more than enough
written about the cell phone
transmitter, and that the
paper would not publish any
more.

A good thing too, as I was
starting to become extreme-
ly jaded on seeing another
letter or column by Chris
Anderson, Michael Linehan,
among others. Now I’'m sure
these are all worthy people
whose views should be made
known, but how many times
do you have to be punched
in the face to know that you
have been hit!

Ironically, at the same
time as the Driftwood edito-
rial, I wrote a letter of my
own about the issue. It took
a different attitude, humor-
ous and lighthearted, at the
same time mildly in favour
of the transmitter. It was
my first letter to the Drift-
wood in years, and low and
behold it wasn’t published.
The reasons given were that
it was a bit long, that there
had already been more than
enough letters on the sub-
ject, and that the Driftwood
was calling a moratorium on
this issue. Fair enough.

But has that stopped the
anti-cell phone crowd from
having their long letters pub-
lished? Not a bit. Last week
there was another column by,
guess who, Chris Anderson.

Talk about media bias.
The Driftwood staff should
hire themselves out to some
tin-hat dictator. They’d make
a fortune.

SIMON ROOK,
Ganges

Intent?

I was speaking with MP
Gary Lunn’s office recently
regarding Canada’s treatment
of American soldiers seeking
sanctuary in Canada.

Iwasdirected to Mr. Lunn’s
private member’s bill, C-237,
which, if I understand it cor-
rectly, calls for the automatic
rejection of refugee claims
from countries that respect
human rights.

Is Mr. Lunn’s bill intended
to, or will it have the effect
of, barring refugee claims
from American soldiers who
are refusing to fight in Iraq
because they were misled by
their government to believe
that Iraq was the threat to the
United States, or that they
believe that it is a war of
aggression?

BRIAN SMALLSHAW,
Salt Spring

Breathe free

In view of reports that a
number of Americans are
considering moving else-
where since the Bush re-elec-
tion and in view of the Statue
of Liberty’s offer to “your
huddled masses yearning to
breathe free,” perhaps a fund
should be started to turn the
statue 180 degrees to face
inwards to the U.S.

ART MORTON,
Park Drive

Seven storeys

All the answers to the
library’s building problems
were in last week’s Drift-
wood.

Make an application for
a variance to a seven-storey
building with a helipad on

top. Nice restaurant on the
top floor with a glass eleva-
tor.

Three floors of parking for
K. Bell, not related to Shaw.

Two stories for the library
and one for retail on the bot-
tom to keep the barber shop
and Loomis handy. Maybe
a bicycle shop and a liquor
outlet too.

Start building right away
so that the hospital is using
the helipad and no way will
they be able to turn it down
when the variance finally
gets read.

TOM DAVID,
Cedar Lane

FOR THE
RECORD

A few words were miss-
ing from Florence Reid’s
November 24 In Response
piece, which made the sec-
ond sentence confusing.

The complete text is:

“I’m not alone, I know, in
lamenting the popular usage
of the word ‘like’ in place of,
for instance, ‘as if it were,’
and the word ‘momentarily,
meaning ‘any moment now,’
or ‘in a moment,” when it
specifically means ‘lasting
for only a moment.” When
an announcer stops for the
commercial messages, he
promises to be back again
momentarily.”

We apologize to Florence
for the error.

(The Living Word)

I John 4&5

In him was life, and that
life was the light of men.
The light shines in the
darkness but the darkness
has not understood it.

WINSOME WHITE

PLEASE READ: I%OHN 117

K [JOHN 5-7, ISAIAH U

Finbar Mouat

uQld Salty”
&

Burt’s Bees

invite you in
for

FREE facials

Fridays 1 - 8pm
Saturdays 1 - 4pm

until Christmas

Name: BOBBY WOOD
537/538/653: 537
Occupation(s): Retired.
Hobbies: Gardening.

Home finished/unfinished:
Finished.

Favourite people: My daughter
Vicki.

Favourite read: Letters from my
grandchildren.

Best thing about SSI: Family
and friends.

Worst thing about SSI: Can't
think of anything.

Best place to kiss on SSI?:

DERRICK’S

> ISLAND PICS

Bobby’s house.

Arlene Rainbow May RMT
Registered Massage Therapist
20 Years Experience
Relaxation Massage
Injury Rehabilitation
Craniosacral
Muscle and Movement
Pattern Re-education
Home and B&B Visits

+ Covered by most Health Plans

537-1503

The Norton Road Housing Development

APPROVED

APPROVED
APPROVED

APPROVED

APPROVED

APPROVED
APPROVED
APPROVED

going for the Island’s working families!

» Community water for 26 homes.

« Community sewer service for 26 homes.

» Access to local roads for 26 homes.

» For residential development as provided
by the O.C.P. “residential neighbourhood

designation.”

* For residential development by

the

Agricultural Land Commission (1987)
and the Agricultural Advisory Committee

(2004).

» Compliance with all O.C.P. Affordable

Housing Policies.

» Compliance with all O.C.P. Environmental

Policies.

* On the streets of Salt Spring.

* Hundreds of letters of support and counting.

WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR?

Let’s get Norton Road Affordable Housing Development

Contact your Trustees - Eric Booth (653-9553) and Kimberly
Linegar (537-9144). Tell them you support this project!

CREATING the BEST PLACES to ( CALL HOME

(537-1033)
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Make a Twig Chainr...

Working with  wood provides a
opportunity to clesigh and create. Join us at The
Av‘ffml Bodgers Workshop on Salt Spring Jsland

foy* a 2 day session on twig chair making.

re|axing

Tor infov*w\afion, fees and booking please call:

The Avtful Bodger
Country Chairmaker

537-2229

Giff Cer’rificafes Available.

DAYS

(some restrictions apply)

MONDAYS ARE

MARKET

“100% Island Owned and Operated”

Annual Yuletide feast salutes
Santa Claus’s nordic heritage

By DAN RALPH MILLER
Special to the Driftwood
When kids meet Santa
Claus, magic happens. To
younger kids he is a mythic
figure of awesome power.
Preschoolers’ reactions can
range from an almost reli-
gious reverence to sheer

GANGES Pfrr
VILLAGE

DOUBLE COUPON
VALUE DAYS

Island Comfort Quilts

Donations of fabric,
embroidery thread,
cash are appreciated for
volunteers to make quilts
for islanders suffering from
life-threatening illnesses or
injuries.

Info: Carol, 653-2000;
Marguerite, 537-5302

years.

NOTICE

NORTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
NP-TUP-2004.1

NOTICE is hereby given that the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee
will be considering a resolution allowing for the issuance of a Temporary
Commercial Use Permit pursuant to Section 921 of the Local Government Act.
The proposed permit would apply to Lot 1, Sections 10 and 15, Pender Island,
Cowichan District, Plan VIP59811 (the Driftwood Centre).

The purpose of this permit would be to permit a new use - “commercial
health and fitness facility” —at the Driftwood Centre. The permit would be
issued for two years and the owner may apply to the North Pender Island
Local Trust Committee to have it renewed once for an additional two

The general location of the subject property is shown in the following sketch:

A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office,
200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C., between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding Statutory Holidays, commencing,
December 6, 2004, and continuing up to and including December 15, 2004.

If you have any comments or questions regarding the proposed permit, please
contact the North Pender Island Planner, Robert Kojima, at (250) 405-5159; for
Toll Free Access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421
and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867, or fax (250) 405-5155, before 4:30 p.m.,
December 15, 2004. The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee may
consider a resolution allowing for the issuance of the permit during the regular
business meeting starting at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, December 16, 2004 at
4703 Canal Road, St. Peter’s Anglican Church Hall on North Pender Island.

Email comments should not be considered as complying with the requirements
of this notice. The Islands Trust does not guarantee that any email comment
will be received by the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee.
Reasonable efforts will be made to provide email comments, if they are
opened and received, to the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee for
consideration, but the public should not rely on email as a means of providing
a written comment.

All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments made
in response to this notice will also be available for public review.

Kathy Jones
Deputy Secretary

fright. Even older children
who have become aware of
inconsistencies between the
myth and the reality, allow
themselves to fall under
Santa’s spell. His magic is
irresistible even to parents,
who delight in the reactions
of their children.

But where does this jolly
old elf come from? His
legend, bound deep in the
ancient history of Europe,
has transcended cultural
and religious barriers. The
Santa Claus we know today
is a blending of at least two
mythic figures.

The 4"-century Christian
bishop of Anatolia (now Tur-
key), known as Saint Nich-
olas, is arguably the most
famous. Nicholas’ gener-
osity and love of children
earned him cult-like status
among early Christians in
Eastern Europe.

By the 7th century, Nicho-
las was known far and wide.
His cult spread north to what
is now Russia, but was origi-
nally the Russ, a Nordic set-
tlement founded there prior
to the advent of Christianity.

And in the west, as other
Nordic tribes adopted the
novel religion, Nicholas was
introduced to the Franks,
Normans, Saxons, Danes
and others. A thousand years
later it was the Dutch settlers
in America who contributed
“Sinter Klaas” (a contracted
form of “Saint Nicholas™) to
the tradition.

“Father Christmas” is
another legendary figure
who has added immensely
to the myth of Santa. Com-
ing down to us by way of the
English, this gift-giving win-
ter elf most likely owes his
origin to the “Yule-Father”
of the Vikings and Danes
who settled England over the
course of the Viking Age.
Much Santa symbolism can
be traced back in the myths

of the pagan Vikings, from
his white beard to his asso-
ciation with crafty elves.

Yule-tide, held at winter
solstice, was the holiest of
seasons for the pre-Chris-
tian Germanic, Teutonic and
Nordic tribes. Generosity
and hospitality were high
virtues to the ancient Norse,
who would gather for great
Yule feasts lasting for days.

Strange travellers were
customarily welcomed over
Yule-tide, perhaps because
of the belief that the Yule-
father Odin, chief among the
gods, could possibly appear
in such a disguise. Odin was
said to lead the Wild Hunt
through the winter skies, and
no one shut outside would
want to risk an encounter
with his weird host.

Yet folklore shows
that Odin gave what was
deserved, awarding good-
ness and punishing wicked-
ness, like the later Santa. He
might even have left a gift
of food at an especially poor
homestead.

During the great Yule fes-
tivals, toasts would be made,
oaths sworn, songs and sto-
ries heard. It was custom
that the ranking chieftains
or lords gave gifts and dem-
onstrated their generosity
to the folk in their employ,
who might also offer gifts
in turn.

Generous holiday senti-
ments have been traditional
features of the Yule-tide
spirit since ancient times,
long before news of Nicho-
las reached the west. As was
standard strategy during the
mediaeval period, Christian
saints were pitted in a public
relations competition against
pagan gods and goddesses.
It is not surprising that the
Roman Church elevated the
eastern bishop Nicholas to
celebrity status. Even after

the Reformation, when the
cults of various saints were
officially discouraged, Nich-
olas long remained popular
among the now converted
Germanic tribes.

The growing popularity
of Santa in the last two cen-
turies is not being driven
solely by corporations intent
on market share. While the
Coca Cola Company may
lay claim to the commercial
image of the Santa we know
today, created as an advertis-
ing campaign over a hundred
years ago, they cannot lay
claim to his ancient spiritual
heritage.

As Father Yule might
remind us, the real yule-tide
spirit lay in the experience of
communion with our loved
ones, which is only signified
by expressions of generosity.
Gifting reinforces the recip-
rocal bonds which remind us
of a greater spiritual truth,
that of our interconnected-
ness and community.

Father Yule himself will
come to Beaver Point Hall
on December 18, guest of
honour at the Heathen Free-
hold Society’s 3rd Annual
Yule-tide Feast. The jolly,
gift-giving elf will be check-
ing up on island kids, just to
see if they’ve been naughty
or nice.

The Freehold invites
islanders to observe Yule at
a sacred potluck feast to be
held in a traditional style at
7 pm.

Festivities include an
English reading of an Old
Icelandic poem in which
a swarthy-elf attempts to
marry the daughter of Thor,
God of Thunder. First rite is
at4 p.m., followed by wreath
making, a heathen-carol
sing-along and more.

For information see www.
be-freehold.org or call Dan
Miller, 653-9575.

0% to

0% OFF

ENTIRE

2 HOUR MADNESS SALE
Friday, December 10th from 5-7pm

509/0 OFF EVERYTHING

(Sorry no grad dresses)

wearEverywear clothing

Reg. hrs: Mon-Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
103 MCPHILLIPS AVE. 537-8770
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Grand

Christma$!

5 (OILIIDANY

GIRT GUIDIB

We're giving away $1000.00
in Salt Spring Currency

Greens =

Ideal Christmas Gift Ideas
% ostess gifts, ornaments & other holiday treasures
$10 and up.

ngeaturing “one-of-a-kind” botanical artworks &
many more beautiful items to deck your halls!

Boardwalk Greens

Purvis Lane
537-5787

Shop at any of the participating

businesses in the
Driftwood Gift Guide and
fill out a ballot to win!
The draw will be made

Wednesday, December 22nd.

Ballots are available at all
Holiday Gift Guide Businesses.

Please, one ballot, per person, per visit.

A $35 purchase
of cosmetics
or fragrances

and you

receive a
2 pce. glass
bedside set.

Live well with

PHARMASAVE

DOWNTOWN UPTOWN
537-5534 538-0323
104 Lower Ganges Rd. 372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT, 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

BATTERIES

5100 each

STEREQ

HEADPHONES
asst’d styles

& types
5]50 - 5300
each

6 PCE.
CHRISTMAS
CRACKERS

9390 gach

Great Canadian

plus a whole Iot more!

ASSORTED

GARLANDS

5]50 each

WRAPPING PAPER

flat wrap/rolled wrap asst’d
§190-427% gagh

GANGES VILLAGE
MALL
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
537-2480
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Great Gift Ideas
Sahine’s Mookshop

Fine old and
nearly-new books

gift certificates

Grace Pt. Square
538-0025

“Where your Christmas dollar goes further”

GIFT

for

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

- ) S ) -

‘ [nfner% & iﬂﬁme j ,

Need to send gifts across Canada,
U.S., or Overseas?
Send a lovely bouquet anywhere

in the world. If youw're too busy to
7 come into the store, just order by phone

ol V)

Let us do your Christmas shopping. == %\ N

¢ f R 160 Fuford Ganges Rd. 537-2231
\7

% BUDGET

Alix

* CAMERAS
-digital & 35mm

e GIFT IDEAS:
shirts/Mugs/Puzzles

* REAL PHOTO’S
from digital files

537-9917 » 121 McPhillips Ave.
Sat 9:30 - 5:00

Open Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5:30 o

We agree the best part of Christmas,
are the treats YOU leave for Santa!

Mice by
Gund $9.50

Handmade
Candy Canes
by Hammonds
$3.50

Christmas
Gift
Ideas

[
//flcz/m/

FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES
140 FULFORD-GANGES RD. 537-5882
Mon.-Sat. 9:30 - 5ish / Sun 11-4ish

Instruments of Christmas Groove

AcCousSTiC PLANET MUSIC
#2-150 Fulford-Ganges Rd. » 537-9668

Handy Gift Ideas

Shop around... then we’ll see you at Sleggs

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5

SLEGG LUMBER LTD. ..z
Vimnvivi BVITIW Il I Wr Closed Sunday

805 Fulford Ganges Rd., ® 537-4978  Salt Spring store only
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GIFT e“eﬂB UDGET

SALE ENDS
DEC. 24/04

~ S.5.. GOLF CLUB
*

Sale W

INTHE PRO-SHOP  “uikis

|
ALL MERCHANDISE ON SALE

ALL SUMMER CLOTHES
20-50% OFF

shirts, skirts, shorts

GIFT |
CERTIFICATES
FOR

10 ROUND

PUN$C1I;50$RD GOLFBAGS ....ovveeannnn.. 20% OFF |
' ACCESSORIES . ......ov..... 20% OFF |
INTHIS ADTO SWEATERS ......oovvenenn... 25% OFF

MANY IN-STORE SPECIALS AS WELL! |
Hours: 9am - 5pm, 7 days a week / 537-2121 |

Season’s Greetings
o Jrom staff & members of SS Golf & Country Club

GIFT IDEAS YULE LOVE!

Gift
Certificates
available!

All Honda
2HP
OUTBOARDS
ICOM MARINE RADIOS Starting at $249% IN STOCK
« LOCAL WARRANTY SUPPORT
« 3 YR WATERPROOF WARRANTY
Free miniature
HARBOURS END MARIINE & EQUIPMENT - Vngeri)%*;tcf;]%ﬁeof
e ey Stnesomin 537-4202 any radio
0. 0.0.0.60.0.00.0606.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.06.0.0.0.1 :
* [}
; Gifts Galore Under $20
*
*
X FRIDGE JOURNALS, %
% MAGNEB CALENDARS
ART SUPPLEES GRECE’AFR';g :
*BUDDHA BOARDs, .
GAMES *
;BOOWRKS PLUS BOOKs, X
WA STAMPS BOOKS
* *
* . IO%SI\é\C7Phgi slé\ve. :
* Salt Spring Books  5°/7202 *
0. 0.0.0.60.6.0.0006.0.0.0060.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.0.0.0.06.0.0.0.0.1

December 17

10am-12pm

in store! Tym-3pm

Unique Afghan Rug Sale
Dec 10, 11, 12

537-5455

Beside Barb’s Buns in Ganges

THE FESTIVE SEASON
IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE
THE JOY OF LIFE, LOVE

& FRIENDSHIP!

Give a gift to be cherished by
the special ones in your life.

"UNlimited”

_ o,
Salt Spring’s + 10% off Yoga Mats, Kits &
Outdoor Advgniure, oy Clothing
Sear & Clothing Co. % 35 /o off Misty Mountain Fleece
GIFT CERTIFICATES FOR 150/ o ;
MEPCHANDISE, % o off Life is Good" Short

& Long Sleeve Shirts,
Hoodies & PJs

163 Fulford Ganges Rd

KAYAK TOURS & LESSONS

OPEN SUNDAYS

537-2553 www.islandescapades.com IN DECEMBER!

Ey,
e
Yoy

Oy
9o 3,4

50” x 60” Duck I]own
MOUATS

@‘J\

mc\‘ .

Shop Fridayg ‘til 8pm
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We're giving away $1000.00 in Salt Spring Currency!

Shop at any of the participating businesses in the Driftwood Gift Guide

and fill out a ballot to win! The draw will be made Wednesday, Dec. 22nd.

Ballots are available at all participating Holiday Gift Guide Businesses.
Please, one ballot, per person, per visit.

Toys for Kids
of all Ages!

It’s Our GRUNDIG
Christmas Emergency Radio
Jewellry 3 in 1 crank power $59.99

(LOSING 0“T SCIENCETECH

SALE

Come in and See

Our Incredible Deals! Portable DVD Player
250/0 For the hoat, car, trips $299.99 The ultimate radio
To control experience!
50% Off $29.99

Ss

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm

Mon. - Sat. 10-5:30 pm

Electronics Inc.

162 FULFORD GANGES ROAD e« 537-4522

Agk our floral

department to help

Naturally you choose the

Chocolate Delicious perfect bagket,
Experience over 17 different
bagkets available!

Acgk for our full brochure
of platters and backets

Gourmet A Time
Delight For Tea

Priceg start
at $29.99
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RANTS

Rants to the elderly man
at the Thursday Anton
Kuerti concert who felt he
was justified in shouting at
a young girl for her sup-
posed misbehaviour. She
and her sister were attend-
ing their first “adult” con-
cert and were quiet and well-
behaved. By briefly shout-
ing, you made far more
noise than they did the entire
concert. And if your outburst
just moments before the end
of Kuerti’s encore wasn’t
jarring enough, you brought
your hands down forceably
on the girl’s shoulders and
clipped her ear causing her
physical pain on top of the
public humiliation. The con-
cert was full of surprises and
disruptions — yours was
by far the worst and totally
uncalled for. D. Cochran

Rants to the gentleman
who yelled “Be quiet child!”
at Anton Kuerti’s Dec. 2 con-
cert. You made more distur-
bance than any child. Tamar
Griggs

ROSES

Magical, frosty roses to
Sue Pratt, Colin and Mack
Rankin, who transformed
Fables Cottage into the Polar
Express, and to Sue who cre-
ated a magical world of art
sculptures inside the store.
We hope your season is just
as sparkly. E&M

A luscious, huge bouquet
of roses to Linda Mills and
Linda Quinn for sharing their
experience and expertise to
support the music program
at Salt Spring Elementary. In
love and appreciation, M

A big bunch of roses and
many thanks to the crew
clearing all the gorse bushes
from Lower Ganges Road by
the golf course. It is a huge
labour. MCN

Canadian
Made*
Pine
Furniture
Great Selection

Pick up your

7 1 6&& B
brimming with
bonug bargains

Use your
Christmag Gift
Bag Coupon of

1096 towards

your purchage!

Shop ‘til 8pm
Fridays

RANTS . AUSES

A rosebush to Dr. Rich-
ard Hayden and his staff for
making my one-appointment
crown a fun and interesting
high-tech experience. You
had me laughing in the chair.
You’re the best! MB

Big Bear: thanks for being
exactly as you are. I adore
everything about you. My
life is complete with your
love and presence in it. I love
you! AYB

An enormous bouquet of
roses to every person who
wrote a letter, attended a
public meeting, made a
phone call, sent an email,
attended the EAB hearings,
volunteered their time for a
forum, and all those other

Saturday & Sunday.in
Fulford & Ganges

KlS"/Lunch & Bonnies

jobs that form a movement.
Keep those bumper stickers
on display, the work to save
Syuhe’mun (Walker Hook)
is not over. SB & DM

A huge bouquet of roses
and sprigs of fragrant herbs
to Ken Barnes for going
above and beyond in his role
as seniors driver, and get-
ting our patient to Victoria
on such short notice. And
the same to Dr. Mowbray for
arranging it! Our seniors are
a great bunch of people!

Thanks to the kind gentle-
man who drove all the way
up to our house to tell my
husband that I had run out of
gas on Vesuvius Bay Road.
Thanks also to all the others

= r\

ot
Tré€Holse Cafe

who stopped to offer assis-
tance. FW

Bountiful roses to John (at
the coast guard) for his gra-
cious helpfulness last Fri-
day in helping me secure my
Christmas tree to the roof of
my car. BH

An arm full of roses to
Kent, Martin and Lorien
Hammond: Kent for raising
the two wonderful children
who stopped to help me (a
pregnant mom with toddler
in tow). I lost a hubcap and
had a blowout just outside
the ferry terminal after a
late ferry to Swartz Bay.
Martin gallantly changed
my tire in the dark while
Lorien entertained my son
— even with the Vancou-
ver traffic whizzing past
at dizzying speeds. Thank
the universe for folks like
these! JH

STEFANIE DENZ
WORKS ON WOOD

showing at

SALT SPRING WOODWORKS
125 CHURCHILL ROAD

DECEMBER 9 -12+11am - 4pm

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE
OPENING RECEPTION

DECEMBER 9TH FROM 5 - 7pm

The artist will be in attendance
at the gallery throughout
the weekend.

GANGES
VILLAGE

MARKET

Frozen Select Serving

GRADE “A” TURKEYS

5-9kg Only
Limit 1 Per $25.00

Family Order
Excluding Turkey

Over Limit Price1.38Lb/3.04kg 95 l Ib$2-09k9

@Jt is good to give...
dt Is joyous to receive

Ganges Village Market Employees Association
Christmas Food Bank Drive

Saturday December 11

Come to the fire truck in the Ganges Village Market parking lot

10am to 4 pm
All donations welcome.

Most needed items:

CEis the season for all to share

Cereals, oatmeal, tinned tuna and salmon, tuna helper, pancake mix, syrup,
jams/jellies, dog and cat food, coffee, hot chocolate, specialty teas.
Also, Christmas puddings and festive cakes are much appreciated this time of year.

Gomfort

AND

Sy’

We offer a great
selection of quality
made logo and
non-logo items for
Holiday Gift Giving

MERINO WOOL
Best natural fiber for
temperature regulation
Men's $ Ladies

ICE BREAKER

Superwash wool
sweaters.
Machine wash/dry.
Stays warm when wet.
Made in B.C.

GANGES
GARMENT
CO.

“on the action corner”

Www.gangesgarmentco.com

937-8999
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Rainbow Road
Trading Co.

461 Rainbow Rd. 537-0057
Open every day until
Christmas | lam - 5pm

ﬁ%ll esthelic

services

Gift Certificates
available

501 Rainbow Rd
Call for appointment

538-0307

SEED GRANT: Members
of the Gulf Islands Centre
for Ecological Learning
(GICEL) hope to build a
learning pavilion at Bur-
goyne Bay with help from
the Salt Spring Island
Foundation (SSIF). Seen
from left to right are
GICEL director Michael
Hoebel, GICEL executive
assistant Jessica Willows,
GICEL chair Desmond
Berghofer, GICEL director
Caterina Geuer, SSIF grant
committee chair Tom
Toynbee, GICEL executive
director Michael Dunn,
and GICEL directors Kathi
Hanson, Wendy Herbert

and Alan MacBean.
Photo by Mitchell Sherrin

Wi

worth of Salt Spring products by
Shopping Local this Christmas!

Bring your shopping receipts to the
Chamber office. For every $100 you
spend in local stores®, your name
will be entered in the draw once.

Draw December 21st

e
P *
N
>
|

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
*Receipts can total $100/includes grocery receipts

Salt Spring Island

HUNDREDS
OF DOLLARS

Tel: 537-4223

Help for ecological learning

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Local students received
their first building blocks
toward creating an ecological
learning centre at Burgoyne
Bay when the Salt Spring
Island Foundation provided
a $5,000 donation towards
the educational project.

“I want to assure you that
you couldn’t invest in any-
thing more important,” said
Gulf Islands Centre for Eco-
logical Learning (GICEL)
chair Desmond Berghofer,
upon receiving the donation
Thursday.

“This is the generation

Licence your dog by March 31, 2005

and you will automatically be entered in the draw for great prizes!

Licence Fees:

Licence Vendors:

Licence your dog by March 31,2005 and you will avoid paying the extra $10 late fee

* Male or Female...$25 * Neutered or Spayed...$15 ... after March 31,2005 add $10
We will give you a FREE dog licence if you apply for a licence within 12 months after
your dog has been neutered or spayed.

Salt Spring Island Veterinary, Bow Wow & Co., Foxglove Farm & Garden,

Patterson’s Store, Gulf Island Veterinary Clinic, Salt Spring Island Building Inspection,
Corner Store, Galiano Garage, Magic Lake Market, Pender Island Lumber,

Mayne Island Building Centre, Saturna Point Store

Capital Regional District Animal Control
Phone: 1-800-665-7899

Trees down. Lights out.

Help avoid power interruptions. Keep trees away from power lines.

Electricity. Don't take it for granted.

Trees falling on or touching power lines
are one of the primary causes of power
outages. They're also a significant safety
hazard. In fact, a tree close to power lines
can become a conductor of electricity —
and a safety risk to anyone touching it.

That's why it's so critical to regularly
monitor the trees on your property to
ensure they are healthy, and that they're
a safe distance from power lines. If you
see trees or branches that look unhealthy
or unstable, or that are in contact with
the service wires leading to your house,
have them examined and removed by

a certified tree professional.

If a tree poses a risk to power lines on
the street, or if you have any questions
or safety concerns, please call us at
1800 224-9376 (1800 BCHYDRO) or
visit www.bchydro.com.

BChydro

A04-372

that needs to turn this planet
around.”

The non-profit GICEL
society hopes to build a 600-
square-foot day-use facility
that will act as an all-weath-
er classroom for students
conducting environmental
studies in the new provincial
park at Burgoyne Bay.

“It will be designed to
meet the needs of a one-
class-sized group with sup-
port staff and GICEL staff,”
said GICEL executive direc-
tor Michael Dunn.

The group has submitted a
list of five appropriate sites
with an aim for reasonable
access, solar potential and a
central location in respect to
the bay and estuary.

GICEL is aiming to make
a minimal impact on the
environment with a small-
footprint structure, he said.

Dunn expects that the
facility will attract groups
from off island to conduct
ecological studies on Salt
Spring.

“The access to Vancouver
Island is superb.”

Regardless of his enthusi-
asm and the obvious benefits
of the GICEL project, the
building timeline is contin-
gent on a B.C. Parks man-
agement plan, he said.

“We can’t build anything
until they have an approved
management plan.”

But local students have
been accessing Burgoyne
Bay through GICEL Friday
events and summer pro-
grams partnered with the

)N R DA
Breakfast

Tree House Café - Ganges only

Gulf Islands School District,
noted Dunn.

As a related note, the next
GICEL program offered in
conjunction with Fulford
Nature School, titled Beaks
and Boxes, is scheduled for
December 10.

Dunn noted that even
though GICEL hasn’t yet
created a design for the Bur-
goyne Bay learning pavilion,
the foundation donation has
already provided leverage
for a matching grant-in-aid
from the Capital Regional
District.

“It’s working already,”
Dunn said.

Salt Spring Foundation
grant committee chair Tom
Toynbee noted that the
donated funds were actually
dispersed from a Vancou-
ver Foundation lead grant
aimed at community proj-
ects.

“We felt this is a good
project to put that money
towards.”

The Salt Spring Founda-
tion has provided another
$65,000 towards various
community projects this
year, Toynbee said.

“We now have assets of
$1.5 million. Each year our
fundraising drive is more
successful than the last.”

And he was delighted to
demonstrate the flexibility of
the Salt Spring Foundation
mandate with the new dona-
tion to GICEL.

“The publicity does bring
in new donors.”

'/( Y

oty -

Tré€House
Cafe

Ganges

Share the Suffering
this Christmas

Available au quaity bookswores on the
islands and Ganges Village Market
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Acer Travelmate
2303LCI-XPH
Features:
*Intel® Celeron®M 340 processor
(1.5GHz)
+15.0" XGATFT display
*250MB RAM * 40GB hard drive
*802.11 big wireless networking
+CD-ROM/DVD-ROM combo
+10/100BT NIC
*58k v.00/v.92 modem
* Microsoft® Windows™ XP
f Home Edition
adies Purse

2515658/9 -
From $Q95

VALID TIL DEC. 31

Christmas Shopping Hours
DECEMBER

SUN MON TUE WEDTHU FRI SAT

---& HEY KIDS! ENTER TO WIN!

93@9 : : ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
o ! A Shrek Il Video from

A Xmod Remote Control Racer
from
OR

Da
27 Janu 1 A Back Pack from
Elﬂﬂﬂﬂ




SPORTS & RECREATION

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD a WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2004 o PAGE A20

After a warm-up win in
Chemainus, the Gulf Islands
Secondary School (GISS)
senior boys Scorpions slam-
dunked their first basketball
tournament of the season to
place fourth out of 16 teams
last weekend.

The Scorpions’ successes
could even be multiplied,
considering that the AA
(small school) GISS team
competed against AAA
opponents during their three
wins in four games at the
Campbell River tournament.

The islanders handily won
their first game 76-57 against
Timberline from Campbell
River on Thursday.

Jesse Hranchuk scored
24 points and received the
all-star award for the game.
Jordan Borth also had a very
strong game and scored 19

Home Health Care
Sports Medicine

FLIP-UP
SEAT

NEW
Dolomite Walkers
Featuring flip-up seat.

Open 9:30-4:30 Mon-Fri
125 Knott Place

Off Rainbow Road

537-1990

PRICES
EFFECTIVE

Sun. Dec 5 to
Sat. Dec. 11
While supplies
last

LOCAL FRESHLY CUT
CHRISTMAS

TREES
CHINESE

MANDARIN ORANGES™
51h '

$31 583 box

BABY
PEELED CARROTSptiY.

$168 21 L

Ly $479

GOLDEN
RIPE BANANAS i

33¢/Ib
T VI [

FREYBES
BAVARIAN SMOKED HAM

99 100g

'I'

PARADISE ISLAND

SMORE a0k e~ DANISH BLUE CHEESE
1009 $1601009
N={» .
POT;EDQI;OLLY
\\9 “ éal.
‘L BARE ROOT
’ oS FRng ngEs
c‘,\
19

points, said assistant coach
Lee-Anne Gordon.

But a second game against
hosts Carihi was a tough 65-
48 loss for the Scorpions ina
packed house Friday.

The team also lost starter
Marlow Hart to a knee inju-
ry in the first quarter during
that game.

A third game saw the Scor-
pions sting the AAA squad
from Brooks Secondary of
Powell River by 83-46.

Though the first-quarter
was tied at 15, the islanders
secured a solid lead of 51-29
at the half by using a full-
court press, which helped
create turnovers.

Hranchuk scored 28 points
in the first half and Zander
Ritson was on fire with his
outside shooting, said Gor-
don.

FALL
HOURS
8AMTO
8 PM

OKANAGAN
SPARTAN APPLES

$
29¢/|h 40 ;lh106:se
ENGLISH CUCUMBERS

78¢ea

FRESH

MUSHROOMS
1%,

GRIMM’S
SEASONED TURKEY BREAST

$1 291009

ARBUTUS RIDGE
HOMOUS

¢1009
4 A A0)

GARDEN
CENTRE
9 AM

246-4924 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ALL YEAR ROUND
North of Duncan, Trans Can. Hwy. at Crofton cutoff

Shawn Lee had strong
rebounding skills under the
hoop and Yoni Marmorstein
completely shut out Brooks’
high scorer, said Gordon.

GISS went on to win their
final game 63-50 against the
AAA-ranked Enver Creek
team from Surrey.

The Scorpions were even
behind 32-28 at the half but
held Envercreek to six points
in the third quarter.

Kirby Garside was reward-
ed player of the game for his
great effort when he moved
up and down the court to cre-
ate fast break points.

As an added honour
for GISS, Hranchuck was
named to the second all-star
team for the tournament.

Earlier in the week, the
Scorpions beat Chemainus
by 58-38 after head coach
Lyall Ruehlen offered a
challenge to the team, which
is mostly composed of new
players this year.

Ruehlen’s deal was that
if GISS held Chemainus
to less than 31 points, the
next practice would be can-
celled; less than 41 points,
they would have a later (8
a.m.) walk-through practice;
if Chemainus scored less
than 51 points, they would
practise as usual; or the team

GISS Scorpions stymie AAA hoopsters

HOOPLA: High scorer in recent high school basketball
games, Jesse Hranchuk also won the all-star award in

a match against Campbell River.

would have a 7 a.m. full-fit-
ness practice if Chemainus
scored 61 points.

Though the score was
30-25 for GISS at the half,
the Scorpions only let Che-
mainus score 11 points in the
third quarter and two points
in the fourth to earn a walk
through.

On offence, Hranchuk

johncameron.ca

scored 28 points, with an 11-
point run in the first half.
And Borth had a nine-point
run in the second half (18
points total).

The Scorpions also played
Shawnigan Lake Tuesday
(results not available at press
time) and will play against
Chemainus at home 4:30
p-m. Thursday.

Tsunami shoots for basket fun

Salt Spring Island Mid-
dle School (SIMS) wants to
focus on fun over outcome
with the start of a new Tsu-
nami basketball season this
week.

Tsunami organizers have
opted to drop scorekeep-
ing for games played by the
Grades 6-7 students, said
SIMS physical education
teacher Ken Cameron.

“We’ll just run the clock
and keep track of fouls,” he

said. Games will be closer
to the type of court activity
students have during lunch
sessions, Cameron said.

“It puts the fun back into
the game. Because if they
score a basket, everybody
claps. That’s what happened
the other night, someone
scored a basket and every-
one was clapping.”

The developmental Tsu-
nami league is designed for
teaching basketball skills

and rules instead of push-
ing coaching strategies, he
noted.

Some 60 players went
for tryouts Thursday night
and coaches met Monday to
decide the team make-up.

Weekly practices and
games will begin in January.

Carded referees Lorne
Bascom and Arnie Hengs-
tler will also give a clinic for
Grade 8 referees who will
monitor games.

FG PLAYER PROFILES

Name: Jordan Haenen

Number: 9
Position: Defence
Age: 20

Football Honours

Provincials twice.

Years played for FC: 2

Employer/Occupation:
Lancer Contracting / Carpenter

Favorite Player: Roony

(winning teams, or awards):
Still to come! District cup camps 2 years in a row!

Favorite Football Memory:
High School Provincials.

Our pharmacists are
standing by to serve you!

Live well with

PHARMASAVE

DOWNTOWN 537-5534

104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN 538-0323

372 Lower Ganges Rd.
OPEN MON.-SAT, 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5
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ISLAND WHEELS

‘Ottomobile’ origins began with steamy discoveries

By MARV COULTHARD
Driftwood Contributor

Where and when did it all
start? The automobile as we
know it today has evolved
over several decades during
the industrial revolution.

The first attempt at mak-
ing a horseless carriage
came shortly after James
Watts’ invention of the steam
engine.

Steam power has been
around since 200 BC. How-
ever, it was not until the
early 1600s that the physical
properties of boiling water
into steam was discovered.

Through several inven-
tors like Leonardo da Vinci,
Giovanni Battista della
Porta, Salomon de Caus
and Giovanni Branea, the
properties of pressure in a
contained vessel were dis-
covered and some of our
modern conveniences were
developed along the way.

Food placed in one of
these steam vessels cooked
much faster (pressure cook-
er), and steam condensation
was found to be very pure
(distilled water).

Alcohol in wine or any
alcoholic beverage would
boil off earlier or at a lower
temperature than water,
which led to invention of the
still.

It was in 1705 that the
first major breakthrough
was made by Thomas New-
comes, an iron monger and
blacksmith of Dartmouth,
England.

The engine invented by
him and known as the “Atmo-
spheric Steam Engine” was
the first of an entirely new
type.

In the 1760s, improve-
ments were made by James
Watt to become the steam
engine of today.

Many coachmakers
attempted to build a small
steam engine complete with
boiler and firebox. Several of
these served right through to
the 20th century.

The Doble and the White
did well, but the most suc-
cessful one of these was the
famous Stanley Steamer.

The White Motor compa-
ny converted from steam to
gasoline in 1910 and Stan-

ley’s last Steamer was made
in 1920.

In Germany there was
interest in another source of
fuel, with inventors taking
notice of the oil by-prod-
ucts.

Nikolaus August Otto was
born on June 14, 1832 in
Holzhausen, Germany. In
May 1876, Otto built the
first four-stroke piston-cycle
internal combustion engine.
This was the first practi-
cal alternative to the steam
engine.

In the next 10 years, over
30,000 of these engines
were sold. The engine was
the prototype of combustion
engines that have since been
built, and the engine was
named the “Otto cycle” in
his honour.

The engine’s design con-
sists of four strokes of a
piston which draws in and
compresses a gas-air mix-
ture within a cylinder. This
process results in an internal
explosion.

Otto’s gas-motor engine
had Patent No. 365,701.

In 1885, Gottlieb Daim-
ler constructed a very light
engine, using Otto’s model,
and attached one of them to
a bicycle.

This became the world’s
first motorcycle.

In 1886 Karl Benz built his
first three-wheel automobile,
employing Otto’s engine.
Daimler also constructed
an automobile, using Otto’s
engine. The firms of Daimler
and Benz then merged and
manufactured the famous
Mercedes-Benz vehicles.

The first four-cylinder
internal combustion engine
was built by Wilhelm May-
bach in 1890.

The era of the “Ottomo-
bile” had begun.

Here on Salt Spring Island
there are some familiar
reminders of the history in
a 1910 White — and 1910
was the first year the White
Motor company used a
copy of Otto’s combustion
engine.

FLASHBACK: An 1885 single-cylinder Benz engine
formed part of the evolution from steam engines
used to power coaches to the modern-day internal
combustion engines. The first four-cylinder internal
combustion engine was built in 1890. Photo contributed

The writer is a member of
the Salt Spring Antique and
Classic Car Club.

UNCAN
OTORLCYCLE
ALES LTD.

103 Canada Ave, Duncan, BC

Toll-free: 1-866-746-BIKE
1.250-746-7148
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CLIP THIS COUPON

I GOODWRENCH WINTER SPECIAL I

SPECIAL INCLUDES:

* Lube, oil and filter

* Battery test

* 50-point vehicle safety inspection

* Full brake inspection I
* Check and top up fluids
* Tire rotation
I * Car wash
* Up to 5 litres of oil with this coupon
Offer expires Dec. 31, 2004 most vehicles

| John Hindle

PONTIAC * BUICK - GMC
Island Highway 6466 Bell McKinnon

1-800-819-4331 I

1-250-748-3111
DL 7758

SIDNEY AUTO SALES

Friendly downtown Sidney Corner of 4th & Bevan

1989 FORD BRONCO II
5 spd, 6 cyl, mint $4,995

1994 NISSAN ALTIMA
Loaded, low kms $7,995

1994 DODGE DAKOTA SLT 4X4 1991 FORD EXPLORER XL

Low k's, fully loaded $6,995 with A/C $5,995
NEW STOCK
1996 PLYMOUTH BREEZE, 4 CYL, AUTO, LOADED $5,995
1998 FORD CONTOUR, LOADED MINT $5,995
1990 OLDS CUTLASS, LOCAL CAR $3,995
1993 MAZDA PICK UP, 4 CYL, 5 SP. $3.995
1991 FORD AEROSTAR SHORTY XLT $3,995
1995 MAZDA PICKUP, 4 CYL 5 SPD, MINT $7,995

CASH FOR CARS! car buyer on duty Phone: 655-0611 Fax: 655-0612

- 2004 TITAN KING CAB

OR PURCHASE FOR

531,888

PURCHASE FINANCING FROM

1.8%"

ENGINE - 305-HP 5.6L. DOHC V8 engine
FUEL ECONOMY

= City / highway L/100km - 16.8/11.7
AUDIO - AM/FM/CD stereo

PACKAGE INCLUDES
- 5 speed automatic
= Front/rear disc brakes = Air conditioning
= Cruise control
and much more...

Time for a
new ride?

Call Amir Rusly
250-713-6882 or

amir@newcastlenissan.com

3612 North Island Hwy
BESIDE COUNTRY CLUB CENTRE

NANAIMO

756-1515

1-877-688-1515
www.newcastlenissan.com
DL 10925

NEWCASTLE
NISSAN

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Call Chris, Steve or Deacon for service

GENUINE HONDA
FALL/WINTER PERFORMANCE PACKAGE

ONLY For peak performance this winter, don’t open your hood
8 8 * to strangers. Bring your vehicle home to Honda for a
comprehensive multi-point inspection, plus a Genuine
Honda oil and filter change.
v Oil and filter change and check for fluid leaks
v Battery load / charging test

v Inspect coolant level and freezing point
v Pressure test cooling system, inspect related hoses and clamps
v Inspect all brakes for wear % and condition
v Inspect brake calipers, wheel cylinders and parking brake
v Inspect tire wear and pressure
v Tire rotation
v Inspect transmission fluid level, power steering fluid level
(if applicable), brake fluid level, clutch fluid level (if applicable)

GENUINE HONDA  $3188* Get premium quality Genuine Honda 5W-20
or 5W-30 motor oil specifically formulated for your

0“- AND F“-TER engine’s protection and performance, plus a Genuine

cH ANGE Honda oil filter and a new drain plug gasket. But

what really sets a Genuine Honda oil and filter
53188

change apart is knowing it’s being performed by the
trusted hands of a factory trained Honda technician.

*Available for most Honda models. Taxes not included. Provincial environmental fees, if any, excluded. Dealer may sell for less.

See your Honda Dealer for full details. All prices valid at participating Dealers from September 15, 2004 to January 15, 2005.

\ | DISCOVERY
/7

TOLL FREE 1-800-673-9276
Duncan, B.C.

*Applicable to all Honda vehicles only.
www.discoveryhonda.com

v Inspect drive belt condition (excludes timing belt)

v Inspect distributor cap, rotor (if applicable) and wires
v Inspect windshield wipers, washer jets and blades

v/ Washer fluid top-up

v/ Inspect exhaust system

v Inspect springs and shock absorbers

v Inspect all lights and bulbs

v Inspect and lubricate door locks, latches and handles
v Inspect block heater cord

Salt Spring’s Autobody
Repair Experts

Kurt and the elves
keep you on the road!

NOW WITH ICBG EXPRESS VALET

SALT SPRING’S ONLY
IGBG AGCGREDITED SHOP

ollision Lid.

115 DESMOND CRESCENT 537-2513
We are qualified to do your job fully guaranteed _
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25TH ANNIVERSAR

SUBARU

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

Saunders Subaru celebrates 25 years in business

elebrating 25 years in
( business, Saunders Subaru

owner Bob Saunders says
unwavering support from his
family is the secret of his success.
With his wife Norma as controller,
his daughter Edie as sales
manager and his daughter Ruth
as service manager, Saunders
Subaru truly is a family-run
business.
“I'd be lost without my wife
and daughters. They are the
backbone of the business, making
it one of the top dealerships in the
country,” says Bob.
“We're a very close family. My
girls have put so much back into
the community in so many ways.
We’ve helped with so many
charities over the years. I find that
really rewarding.”
In addition to helping out in
their Victoria community, the
Saunders family is well known
on Salt Spring for their continued
support for island organizations,
such as the RCMP, Salt Spring
Singers, local sports and the 4-H
Club.
“I like helping to raise funds for
different charities and I really like
Salt Spring Island. I would like to
retire there someday. It's one of
the nicest communities where a
person can live. It reminds me of
the way Victoria used to be,” says
Bob.
While he says that helping out
in the community is his greatest
reward, Bob adds
thatkeeping
up with
changes
is his

greatest challenge.

“It's a big change from 25 years
ago when I started with some 10
used cars. I was the mechanic,
car salesman and car washer,” he
says.

Now the Saunders family, along
with over 30 employees, sells
about 500 new Subarus and 150

CCwe just like doing
business in a very
friendly manner and
being involved in

our community. Our
customers come first.>?

new Suzukis every year, plus 30
to 40 used vehicles each month.
“The company has grown every
year. Our business always goes
up. For 17 years, we were number
one for sales in Canada. We're
one of the larger servicing dealers
in the country, if not the largest,”
says Bob.

Renowned for its high quality,
personal service, Victoria-based
SaundersSubarudrawscustomers
from all over Vancouver Island,
the Gulf Islands and the Lower
Mainland.

“We're very service oriented and
we get to know our customers on
a personal basis. I don’t believe
in pressuring people to buy cars.
I believe in service. Our referral
business is incredible,” says Bob,
who has been interested in cars
all his life.

“We just like doing business in a

very friendly manner and being
involved in our community. Our
customers come first.”

Bob’s daughter Edie agrees
that the company has its
customers to thank

for a quarter-

century of business.

“We just try to accommodate
as many people as we can,” she
says. “We treat all people the
same, whether they’re buying

memory. She remembers
everything about everybody,
right down to their dog’s name.”

Saunders Subaru is located at
1784 Island Highway and is open

The Saunders family from left to right: Norma, Ruth, Edie and Bob.

a $500 car or a $50,000 car. I've
known some of our customers
my whole life, and now it’s nice
to see their kids coming in to buy
cars too. Without the customers,
we wouldn’t be in service for 25
years.”

Edie, who started her career
working in the car lot, says she
loves being involved in the
family-run business.

“The best part of the job is coming
to work every day and seeing
my family. My sister is my best
friend. Ruth runs the service
department and she

has a wonderful

seven days a week. From Monday
to Friday, service hours are 8:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and sales hours
run from 9 am. to 7 p.m. On
Saturday, the parts, service and
sales departments are all open
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and
on Sunday, the sales department
is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, contact
Saunders Subaru toll-free at 1-
888-9911 or visit their website at
www.saunders.subarudealer.ca.

2005 FORESTER 2.5X
Special Edition

Model not exactly as shown

SaunpErs SuBARy - SERVING SALT SPRING FoR 25 Years




A24 1 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2004 GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

25TH ANNIVERSAR

Over the years many happy customers have shared their “Saunders stories”.
These are but a few. Bob has been seen at the Fall Fair over the years, and
never tires of socializing with kids from 1 to 90! (a few pics below)

1

~ r

SUBARU

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

Claudia French purchased a 2003 Aerio
and the smile has yet to leave her face.
“Iloveit...great car. .. great mileage
... great service!”

Pictured on the right are

Rosemarie Keough and son Glen.

Rosemarie and husband Pat are big fans

of both the product, a 2003 Forester, and the
Saunders family. Pat says it's rare when a
dealership has both unsurpassed product and
service. No one comes close!

—

-

ALL
HAIR

| . -

Bob’s support of Provincial and Internationally
known athletes continues year after year!

—

Bob, Mr. and Mrs. Jellyroll are perennial favourites
with all the kids at the Fair.

—

— 4

THE
SUBARU

(LUB
A A i

€€1n 2002 we noticed how many Subarus were in the parking lot on practice night. So we took a picture of eight of
our singers with our cars and made it into a poster to show Bob Saunders. He thought it was a lot of fun and sent the
poster to his head office. The Subaru collection grew and at one point members of our choir owned eighteen Subarus!
(Unfortunately we don’t have an up-to-date count, but it’s a lot). Bob Saunders became a good friend of ours and has
been a loyal and generous supportet/sponsor of our choir performances. We congratulate him on 25 great years!> 2
-Jane Winter (Member and former vice-chairman of the Salt Spring Singers)

SaunpErs SuBARy - SERVING SALT SPRING foR 25 Yers
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2\IH ANNIVERSARY = suean

Our Best Wishes on
the Occasion of Your
25th Anniversary

& SUBARU

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

GET A $1,000
CHRISTMAS GIFT

IN FREE GENUINE SUBARU
ACCESSORIES UNTIL DEC. 31

2005
FORESTER 2.5X

Special Edition

Model not exactly as shown.

Kinancingskrom;

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE DAYS EN DS SOON! So now’s the time to introduce yourself to the 2005 Forester

% . Py . . .
p 0 U 2.5X Special Edition, a vehicle with a number of great features. That starts with a gorgeous power glass moonroof, and R

g r ) U continues through bi-level heated seats, rear cargo cover and tray. What’s more, the steering wheel, gear selector and parking SUBA U
il brake all come leather-wrapped. And for a limited time, you will get $1,000** worth of free genuine Subaru accessories with ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

DRI the purchase of any new 2004 or 2005 Subaru Forester model. Don’t wait. This offer ends December 31.

BRITISH COLUMBIA IS SUBARU COUNTRY Visit us at www.subaru.ca

1784 Island Hwy., Victoria

*2.8% financing available for up to 36 months on selected 2005 Forester models. Offer cannot be combined with any other promotions. Other finance rates available, see dealer for details. Offer applicable OAC. **Get $1,000 worth (MSRP) of free genuine
Subaru accessories with the purchase of any new 2004 or 2005 Subaru Forester model. Offer ends December 31. All Subarus come with a 5-year warranty and 3-year CAA Emergency Roadside Assistance.

Saunpers SuBary - SERVING SALT SPRING f0R 25 YEARS
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Our Burgers .ane the

Now you canthave them for lunch

in Fulford
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Beat
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TrédHouse
Soulh

Fulford

McNeil

] Audiology

COMPREHENSIVE HEARING TESTS

Brent McNeill, M.A., Aud. (c)

+ Hearing Aids + Accessories
Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 4:30pm

Email: mcneill@coastnet.com

Registered under the Hearing Aid Act B.C.

656-2218

Marina Court,
5-9843 Second St.
Sidney, B.C.

Alinka Porebska, p.tcm, R.AC
Taking a truly holistic approach to health and well-being

Guided Spiritual Healing
Chinese Medicine
Acupuncture

Acupressure Massage
Herbal Therapy

To book an appintment or for more
information phone

EIGHT BRANCHES

538-1701

Holistic Health Centre

Youth soccer teams brave the elements

* Freezing rain proved to
be the greatest adversary
when Mouat’s U10 girls Sal-
amanders fought with numb
fingers and toes during a 2-1
loss against the Peninsula
Stars at Portlock Park on
Saturday.

Salt Spring keeper Kayla
Pultke gave her new gloves
a fantastic workout when
the islanders were thrown
on their heels by early Pen-
insula attacks. Even winger
Maegen Bruce was called
upon to deflect a shot des-
tined for the net.

But the Salamanders held a
1-1 tie at the half after Nima
McDuff scored on a break-
away from a sensational pass
by defender Ruby Barnard.

Salt Spring’s Melissa
Roach was also tasked with
many saves early in the
second half. She made two
particularly dazzling blocks
on one Stars attack before
a screened defender lobbed
the ball into the net from 20

Prime Rib

FRESH

FRESH

FRESH

BC EXTRA FA

CANADA GR. 'AA" OR "A" BEEF

Grilling Steaks 135,
FRESH CUT BONELESS
Stewing Beef 657
Turkey Drumsticks 304
Turkey Wings 25

FRESH

Turkey Thighs <s1q

Ground Turkey ¢

NCY

Prices Effective DEC 8 - 14, 2004
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES

2531 BEACON AVE. “Sidney-By-The-Sea”

OPEN EVERY DAY
Thur & Fri until 8:00 pm

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

Always Appreciated
$25 - $10,000

5!98/\b
2!98/\b
1.38.
1 |28/\b
2|1 8/\b
298

BLUE JAY

FUJI APPLES  [NAVEL ORANGES 72'S

2.16lkg 98 M

+ep

Litlle Sprite or Canada
Dry 6x237mL tins

Krakus
Coffee Substtute ~ 250g fin

2.16lkg

¢ fi
[1.977

PG Tips
TeaBags 725 box

[ 3.25 J

Post
Shredded Wheat 600g box

(2.9 3

“Weetzbix
*Aen 425:300g box

[2/3.00)

Royal City
Apricot Halves 398mL tin

+ep

Sunrype

Spwceyd Cider iletn

+lep

otts
Clamato 945ml bl

L1693 2.98 ]

+ep

Qcean Spray
Cranberry Cocktal 1.89L bil

SINCE Enquire at our Service Counter
1964
MEATS AND FRESH PROD NOBOD 0P OF
CUT FROM CANADA | FRESH PORK SHOULDER
GR. "AR" OR "A" BEEF | Butt Steaks 137 1 |98/Ib

PRIME RIB
OVEN ROAST

12.96kg
5 l88|h

FRESH BONELESS
PORK SHOULDER
BUTT ROAST

|

MEXICAN GROWN U.S. GROWN

LONG ENGUSH | HEAD LETTUCE

%, %

FROZEN FOODS
PILLSBURY
*Pizza *PizzaPops «s 2,69
CARNATION *TATER GEMS
*Uitra Hash Browns 7sos-10.10 2300

TENDERFLAKE

Pie Shells so07g............. 2.29
ISLAND FARMS
Velvet lce Cream oves 3.99
krarr Cheez Whiz gir............ 6.99
KRAFT SINGLES

Cheese Slices #qpg 6.99

wacLanens Imperial Cheese 2s g 3.+ 88
ISLAND FARMS

"Traditional” Egg Nog 1. 1,67

crmnoE HarvesT IWhite RiCe «b bag. 1.71
sawrevio Beans saomLtin.............. 19

vecate Crinkle Chips 225 beg . 3.19(.

FRESH BH.EAST BONE REMOVED
Pork Side Spare Ribs 50

FRESHNO MSG ADDED
Pork or Breakfast
Sausage 503

MIRABEL FROZEN

Gooked Shrimp Rings ¢zpig
PREVIOUSLY FROZEN

Wild Sockeye Salmon
Fillets per 100g

Steaks per 100g
U.S. GROWN

PEELED BABY CARROTS

1lb pkg 98 ea

99¢

208

2.08.
29

1.68
1,58

BC GROWN

PARSNIPS

216/kg 98 M

Clover Leaf
Pink Saimon 213y tin

Splendor *Spaghetti
“Macaroni 2kg box

[1.77

Classico
Pasta Sauce  700mL jar

Safflo

Campbel's “Mushroom *Ve
5 o [Surfover 01 s00mL

Heinz )
“Chicken Noode ~ 284mL tn Tomato Paste  150mL in

12.17 JE oot JR1.59

Hunts Manwich
Sloppy Joe Sauce - 3%8mL tin

raf Baleers
Miracle Whip -~ 500mL. jar Chocolate Chips  200g pkg

Hi

DEANL

Cristo
Shortgring T pkg

Robin Hood
White Flour  10kg bag

W

LCH

Golden Boy
Pitted Prunes ~ 750g pkg

<D

Windsor
Table Salt

1kg box

[2/4.00

Shirif
Lemon Pig Mix 4259 box

<D

Golden B%y
“Raisins “Currants 3759 pkg

VICGAVIN'S RREAR

T \/
B AND BAKER

ronsr aeer "Reg” + "Garlic per 100g1 29
Spinach Dip perio0g......... 1.29

Humous Per100g. .......ooevvnn. 1 .29
Shortbread Buttons s . 1.39
SWIFFER Dusters 1box............ 499
Saran Wrap somtor............ 3.77
BOUNTY

Paper Towels 2spig............ 24,00
CHARMIN

Bathroom TiSSUe oo 2scr2¢ .. 0.2

VENIC cou

FIBRE SHNITTEN

454g

675
loaf ¢

loaf

14

3.9

Christie
*Oreo ‘Fudgee-o
*Chunks Ahoy  350g pkg

3192

Royal Edinburgh Shortoread
Assortment 450g box

6.99 4

Sijans

Cv!spbread 2009 pkg

+ep

Golden Boy *Dry *Honey Sunhﬁm Utra2 :geﬁsi Uy

Up
Roasted Peanuts 680g Jar | Laundry Detergent 2kg bo | *Schweppes 2Lb

SOCCER
KICKS

yards with an amazing arc
that just cleared the bar.

By game end, the Stars
looked more concerned about
finding warmth than protect-
ing the net and the Salaman-
ders launched several deter-
mined rushes, including two
near-miss shots by Pultke,
but time ran out before the
islanders could equalize.

As another highlight this
week, the Salmanders wel-
comed a new member of the
team with sponsorship from
Mouat’s Trading Company.

* Salt Spring’s U12 Sting-
ers took a disappointing first
loss of the season in a spir-
ited game against Lakehill
on Saturday.

Despite out-shooting their
opponents about five to one,
the Mrs. Clean Laundro-
mat girls faced some stellar
Lakehill goalkeeping and
came out with a 4-2 loss.

Salt Spring was first on
the scoreboard just minutes
into the game when Megan
Jarman scored on a Sierra
Lundy cross. Lakehill got
the equalizer just minutes
later and added two more
before the end of the half.

Sofia Sherrin scored part-
way into the second half after
a scramble in front of the
net to make it 3-2, but then
Lakehill nailed its fourth.

Salt Spring keepers Sal
Wiltshire and Jarman per-
formed well both in and out
of the net.

Sidney Kazakoff and Tilly
Morgan made some great
defensive plays, while Kai
Fishleigh, Pilar Brooks,
Jody Pringle and Lundy all
peppered the Lakehill goal
with shots.

* Despite the wet, cold and
a mud-bowl of a field, Salt
Spring’s Ul5 Sports Trad-
ers girls showed great team
spirit against Cordova Bay
last Saturday, earning their
fifth win of the season.

Having only played once
in the last three weeks, the

girls initially lacked flow.
But despite constant Cor-
dova Bay pressure, the Salt
Spring defence held fast,
with plays led by Brittany
Oswell, who quickly closed
down any threat to the 18-
yard box.

Though out-chanced in
the first half, Salt Spring
came close to getting a
marker when Hannah Garvie
boomed a 35-yard shot that
just slid over the crossbar.

The local squad was finally
rewarded mid-way through
the second half when Kate-
lyn Girard’s low, hard cor-
ner rocketed off an unlucky
defender into the Cordova
Bay net.

The goal brought new life
to the game but in spite of
heavy Cordova Bay pres-
sure, Salt Spring held on to
the win.

Kirsti Lee was outstanding
in net and made a huge save
near the end of the game
with a perfectly timed tip-
over as Cordova Bay pressed
for the tie.

New belts for karate kickers

Several local karate stu-
dents studying at Salt Spring
Traditional Martial Arts
earned new belts after they
passed a recent grading
examination.

“It was a good grading.
Overall congratulations to
everybody,” said black-belt
sensei George Guhl.

“I thought everybody put
in a lot of effort.”

Kire Gillett

Licensed Gas Fitter
Journeyman Plumber
Bonded and Insured

To arrange a free estimate call 537-1662
email pipefish@saltspring.com

Islander Racheal Dixon
earned a green belt while
family members Robert and
Ryan Dixon were promoted
to yellow belt in Shorinju-
Ryu style karate.

Dawn Hage and her son
Ben Hunter both advanced
to green belt.

Nico Lohmann also earned
a green belt and Crofton-
based RCMP Const. Suzanne
Wannamaker attended the
Salt Spring exam to earn a
yellow belt.

Guhl’s instructor, black-
belt Douglas Mortley of Mill
Bay, helped judge student
development.

Everyone who attempted
the exam passed the grade,
Guhl said.

New students are welcome
to join or visit classes.

Family karate classes meet
at 4:30-5:30 p.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays in
the bsement of All Saints.

Adults meet for either
karate or Tai Chi Chuan
classes on 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays,
and adult karate from 6:30-8
p.m. on Fridays.

For more information call,
537-0234.

ANTIQUE SALE

%

-« Off All Stock

Saturday, Dec. 11th & 18th » 10am - 3pm

or by appointment

Salt Spring Antiques

“Salt Spring’s Only antique Store”

537-7861

Unit 21 Merchant Mews, 315 Upper Ganges Rd.

across from the Home Design Centre

ikyle@telus.net
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Coupons aim to boost helmet use among skaters, cyclists

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

You can call them brain
buckets, skid lids, cranium
catchers, crash cups, frown
crowns or road rash repellant;
but helmets are a must for
skaters and cyclists who want
to stretch the limits at the new
Kanaka Road Skatepark.

And now local commu-
nity members are working
together to offer a helmet
coupon and discounts to pro-
tect local skaters and bikers.

“I’m trying to get kids
aware that helmets are cool
and they could save their

noggins,” said Salt Spring
Recycling Depot operator
Peter Grant. “If we’ve got a
nice professionally designed
skatepark, let’s have it be safe
.. It’s not like a pool with life
guards. There is nobody to
enforce anything up there.”

Grant is offering $20
vouchers for anyone who
wants to get a cycling or
skateboarding helmet from
Salt Spring Sports Traders
on McPhillips Avenue in
Ganges.

“There’s been so many
tragedies involving teenag-
ers lately and you don’t want

them knocking their heads
on concrete,” Grant said.

It doesn’t take much of
a blow to get a permanent
injury, he said.

“You can go through life
with a gimpy elbow or a
sprained ankle or whatev-
er but when your head hits
the pavement, that’s scary
— and you know it’s going
to happen.”

Grant talked to Joel and
Tracey Shaver at Sports
Traders about ways to help
skaters show enthusiasm for
helmets.

“I thought, ‘If they were

more affordable, maybe
they would get into the right
hands,”” Grant said.

He found that the Shav-
ers were already offering a
$20 discount on their best
multi-purpose helmet and
he offered to meet them with
another $20 coupon for any
helmet they sell. Joel Shaver
encourages islanders to con-
sider buying a helmet that
can take multiple impacts.

“Most helmets give all
their energy in one blow.
You take one crash or drop it
hard enough and you need to
replace the helmet,” he said.

HIGH
ROLLERS

High scores in recent
bowling league play are:

Circus League, Mon.,
Nov. 29: Don McMahon.
226, 245-668; Ron Cunning-
ham, 202.

Tuesday p.m. Seniors,
Nov. 30: Roger Brunt, 203;
Clara Hicks, 225; Carol
Kaye, 200.

Special Olympics, Dec.
1: Jason Newport, 156;
Terry Swing, 174; Dominic
George, 153.

Legion League, Dec. 2:
Art B., 203, 234; Dan B.
214, 258-653; Myles W.,
201; Dennis H., 234; Ken
D. 225.

2.

ecelecetic (ekelek,tik, ik-) adj.
noun: 1. deriving ideas, tastes,
style, etc. from various sources.

nonsense

stuff &

at christmas time.

Weekdays 9-6 Weekends 10-6 Fulford 653-4620

Car and Truck Sales

To our valued island customers...

Best Wishes for the Holiday Season & 2005

2224 Douglas St., Victoria 1-866-955-5353

But with the Pro-Tech hel-
met he has on sale, “you get
more bang for your buck.”

Grant will offer helmet
coupons to the first 25 people
who show interest during their
visits to the recycling depot.

“If it goes over well, we’ll
try to do it again in the New
Year, and maybe encourage
some other merchants and
businesses to take up the
challenge and do the same
thing.”

NOW
OPIN

SUNDAYS!
9am-
3pm

Licensed Bakery & Cafe

- Holdiay Gift Baskets

- Wonderful shortbreads and cookies

- Wholesome breads for any holiday event
- Delectable desserts for all celebrations

Licensed Creekside on McPhillips 537-4491

BUDGET CAR SALES VICTORIA

Order
your

(hristmas
(akes
NOW!

Cool Protec Skateboard Helmets

wes3495)

SKATEBOARDING WITHOUT
A HELMET 18 MOT coot!

SKATEBOARDING
/8 coot!

TS TRADERS
ZZEZ“L EZZZZE

WITH/$20)0FF:
COUPON/EROM|SSI.
RECYCLING!DEPOT:

%@ﬁ

TOMHEFIRST:25/PEOPLE TO PICK IT UP IN
IPERSON/FROM.SSI.RECYCLING DEPOT...

THIS “SKATE SAFE™ SO HURRY!

PROGRAM SPONSORED LY

&%, SSI Recycling
-’ Depot. 10am-5;

349 Rainbow Rd.

135 McPhillips Ave. 537-5148 328 Lower Ganges Rd.
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