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PARADE
FOR THE
PAST:
Remembrance
Day cere-
monies kick off
on Salt Spring
as members of
Branch 92
Legion march
past Mouat's
Hardware

en route to
Centennial
Park. Several
hundred peo-
ple gathered in
the park yester-
day (Tuesday)
to honour war
veterans. More
photos, Page
A24.

Photo by Demck Lundy

Arlene for Mortgages

537-4090

Weather

Cloudy skies and
showers are predicted
right through the
weekend. Highs to 10
C most days;
overnight lows to 4 C.

Internet Solutions
High Speed ADSL

Web Hosting

Email Address
Hardware
Sales & Service

Car thief pursuit
ends after six-kms

Salt Spring RCMP offi-
cers caught a car thief after
he fled from police in a
high-speed chase that raced
over six kilometres of isiand
roads in the Mount Maxwell
area early Sunday morning.

A 20-year-old Salt Spring
man appeared in Victoria
Court Monday after he was
charged with theft over
$5,000, flight from police,
dangerous driving,
impaired driving and
refusal to provide a breath

sample, RCMP reported.

*Members were quite
happy the driver stopped and
gave himself up, because
there was no incident to the
arrest. Everybody was fine,
nobody was hurt and that’s
what counts,” said Const.
Lindsay Ellis.

Police received a 911 call
from an island resident who
reported a vehicle being
stolen from his driveway at
12:40 a.m. Sunday.

Upon receiving the com-

plaint, RCMP officers made
patrols for the vehicle and
located it in downtown
Ganges at 1:16 a.m. But
when police attempted to
stop the vehicle, a pursuit
ensued, Ellis said.

“We were not aware of
who was driving the vehicle
when the pursuit was ongo-
ing.”

Ellis believes the: Salt
Spring detachment has only
had one other vehicle pursuit

CHASE A3

Meeting dissects CRD functions

By GAIL SJUBERG
Staff Writer

While only about 10 mem-
bers of the public attended
Saturday’s town hall meet-
ing, they got all the poop on
Salt Spring liquid waste,
building inspection and parks
and recreation funding in an
intimate local government
immersion session.

Those making presenta-

people accounted for the
bulk of attendees.

“At least we’re outnum-
bered,” observed trustee Eric
Booth from the head table
manned by himself, fellow
trustee Kimberly Lineger,
regional director Gary
Holman, and Parks, Arts and
Recreation Commission
(PARC) chair Bill Curtin,
with other speakers taking

munity, as is the case with
Islands Trust operations.

The CRD collects about
$2.4 million in taxes from
Salt Spring property owners,
he said, with about half that
amount to pay for locally
delivered services.

The meeting learned that
CRD taxes should go up in
the following areas:

e According to a PARC

myleswilson.com

»he slaughter

regulations 1rk
local farmers

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

One case of “Mad Cow” disease discovered in
Alberta earlier this year has spooked the provincial
government into tightening meat-inspection regula-
tions that could push some local fa.rmers out of
business.

“This thing is incredibly ridiculous and we’re
pretty upset by it,” said Saturna Island sheep and
cattle rancher Jim Campbell. X

His family has operated a farm on Saturna since
1946 and flocks of visitors have hit the island’s
famous lamb barbeque in the last 54 years. :

“We’ve served 40,000 uninspected meals to our
annual lamb barbeque [over the years].” }

But the Campbell Farm may have to discontinue
sales of fresh-cut meat as a result of extensive
changes to meat inspection re_gulations in the 2002
Food Safety Act, re-drafted in March this year after

BSE (bovine spongiform encephalopathy or Mad

Cow disease) was found in Canada.

“We don’t have any Mad Cow risk in B.C..”
Campbell said.

And he believes the new meat inspection regula-

‘tions will have a dramatic effect on his operations.

“No meat will be allowed to be sold by any-
body.”
The new system could require ante-and post-

N 537-1950 tions for the various Capital ~turns at the front. . budget sheet, the commis- mortem inspection of all animals by a government
p{ = Regional District (CRD) Holman said the idea sion plans to request CRD inspector.
commissions, who were behind the meeting was to board approval for $74,600 Mo
largely volunteers, elected make the CRD functions more in property tax support. MEAT INSPECTION A2
officials and three CRD staff- more transparent to the com- - TOWN HALL MEETING A3
='1-877-537-7200 BUDGET CAR SALES VICTORIA
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MEAT INSPECTION

From Page A1

“We would have to do
some significant upgrades
to our slaughterhouse
office,” Campbell said.

New regulations for
slaughterhouses could also
require a private office with
a washroom, desk and a
locking cabinet for the
inspector, he said.

Campbell is also con-
cerned about provisions that
might require slaughter-
houses to pay for inspec-
tion, previously borne by
government, likely at pro-
fessional rates comparable
to a veterinarian, he said.

“It’s a crime if we don’t
provide all of these things.”

His small crew of three or
four workers might only
slaughter 10-12 lambs in a
week.

“If we had to pay an
inspector at veterinarian
fees, he’s going to have to
be there four to five hours
and we’ll have to bring him
from somewhere. It will be
totally unrealistic.”

Campbell was also upset
because he hadn’t been
notified by the government
before he learned of a
December 1 deadline for
stakeholder input this week.

“I met with the executive
director and she promised
us she would inform us
when they went to the pub-
[ig:

Salt Spring Island sheep
farmer Bev Byron has heard
about proposed changes to
regulations but is uncertain
whether the regulations will
pertain to small farms.

“I really can’t say much
until I find out a little bit
more.”

She found a copy of the
draft meat inspection regu-
lations but she would like
clarification of terms related
to the Food Safety Act.

“Are we called by defini-
tion in the act an ‘industry
stakeholder’? I don’t know
that. The stakeholders could
be people who have proper
slaughterhouse facilities,
that may be who they are
targetting.”

Byron hopes to learn
more about the meat-
inspection matter at a
Farmers’ Institute meeting

scheduled for 7 p.m. tonight
(Wednesday).

Farmers’ Institute director
Tony Threlfall confirmed
that members will talk
about sending a letter to
request an extension on the
deadline but there won’t be
much further discussion on
the matter.

“There won’t be any dis-
cussion about meat inspec-
tion because we don’t know
anything about the new reg-
ulations.”

Threlfall believes publici-
ty of the proposed changes
has been flawed.

“Some of our people
found out about it by acci-
dent. The way they’ve gone
about publicizing it is to not
publicize it . . . It’s not
every day that you search
the internet looking for
changes to meat inspection
regulations.”

Other than information
posted on the web, only
licenced abattoirs received
notification about the draft
regulations, he said.

“We don’t have any of
that kind of operation on the
island.”

Threlfall believes that
farm-gate sales comprise
99.9 per cent of farm sales
on Salt Spring.
Consequently he’s hopeful
that local farms will not

be affected by the
changes.
Health Protection

Planning Division executive
director Kersteen Johnston
appeared equally uncertain
of ramifications to small-
scale operations.

“It just depends on the
size. If they are selling their
product publicly out of a
venue, it has the potential to
[fall under new regula-

tions].”
She noted that the meat
inspection regulations

would cover all slaughter
establishments except those
registered under the Meat
Inspection Act of Canada or
those where an animal is
slaughtered for the sole use
of the owner and not for
sale.

“Presumably, if you sell a
couple of lambs, it’s for
sale.”

The ministry is asking for
feedback on the meat
inspection regulations and
specifically what it means
in terms of implementation,
she said.

“We may come up with
different rules and different
ways of doing things,
depending on size and what
you do with your product.”

Johnston recognizes that
farmers might feel some
anxiety about what new reg-
ulations will mean for small
operations.

“We're going to meet
with folks and they can ask
us a whole bunch of ques-
tions and hopefully we’ll be
able to answer them.”

She has already heard
from some groups who have
asked for an extension on
the response deadline.

“What we’ve actually
done is gone to [Health
Services Minister Colin]
Hansen and asked if we can
defer or extend that consul-
tation date, given people’s
concerns, and so we're just
waiting for his response.”

And she expects the min-
ister to respond favourably
to an extension.

“He’ll be interested in
making sure that everybody
has had their chance to hear
what this is all about and
give it consideration.”

Timelines are another
matter under discussion, she
said.

“It doesn’t mean immedi-
ate implementation. We’re
trying to come up with
some reasonable implemen-
tation date that works for
people, knowing that some
people may have to make
some changes.”

The ministry notified as
many different stakeholders
as they could, which was
approximately 100, she
said.

While the regulations
could affect the slaughter of
all meat-producing animals,
beef will be the primary tar-
get, she said.

“We are definitely look-

‘ing at those that are dealing

in the product of beef first
because that’s what’s on
everybody’s minds these
days.”

~Our Stufting
Recipes.

We hardly need to remind you it's that
time of year again. Nor do we need to
mention that when it comes to gift ideas,
sometimes the little things can be the

hardest things.

SIDNEY - 2389 Beacon Avenue 656-0011 Toll Free 1-800-656-5575
MARKET SQUARE - 1437 Store Street 382-3201 Toll Free 1-866-382-3201

Our stores are full of many small,
wonderful and eminently stuffable items for
kitchens, beds and baths - from the
unexpected to the irresistible. Indeed, the
only thing we absolutely won’t be able to
provide you with is a stocking.

But who says you have to stuff a stocking?

oS0

muffet
louisa

Gas pump prices as of
Monday, November 10, were
asfollows:

Salt Spring Payless 85.9

McColl's Shell 859
Patterson’s Store 829
Save-On Gas 859
Crofton Shell 739
Parkdale Shell 769
(Victoria)

FIRE
CALLS

Fire chief Dave Enfield
wants residents to call the
Ganges fire hall before they
start fires.

He said the department
has responded to several
calls for burn piles that had
gotten out of control.

Under Salt Spring Island
burning regulations, hand
piles must remain under two
metres in diametre and one-
and-a-half metres in height,
he said. The piles should be
in an open area and no clos-
er than 10 metres from any
structure.

 Early morning walkers
called 911 to report that one
of the ramps at the Kanaka
Road skateboard park was
on fire. Firefighter Jamie
Holmes said the department
received a call at 6 a.m.

When the firefighters
arrived at the park, Holmes
said they knew the police
should also be there.

*“We found jerry cans of
fuel. It was pretty suspicious
in nature,” he said.
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Family Dentistry On Scott Point

Dr. Helen Johnston

404 Scott Point Drive
Salt Spring Island, B.C.
V8K 2R2

Tel: (250) 537-4059
Fax: (250) 537-4079
helennjohnston @saltspring.com

Built to last. Priced to sell.®

SAVE $20 SAVE $20

- ‘g9 2695

7l =
e
e

STIHL BGE 60
ELECTRIC BLOWER
¢ Lightweight and quiet
yet powerful - delivers

235 km/h air velocity

STIHL SH55 BLOWER/SHREDDER/VAC

* High-grade steel shredder blade reduces leaves and debris to
one-tenth the volume (ideal for use as mulch)

* Low noise operation * Quickly converts to BG 55 Blower

Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5pm
Saturdays 8:30am-1pm

Tide Tables

AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Pacific Standard Time — measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.
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Painting * Pottery
Floral # Herbal
Basketry ** Jewelry
Woodwork % Glass
Weaving * Clothing
Toys % Dolls
~ And More ~
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~ Please join in a fine Holiday Tradition ~
at historic Mahon Hall
Downtown Ganges - Salt Spring Island

Open Daily 10am - 5pm
Gift Wrapping and Shipping Available
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POCKET
POPPY:
Don Dabbs
places a
poppy on
Ray Fraser’s
shirt as the
t W (o]
islanders
prepare for
Remem -
brance Day.

Photo by Dernck Lundy

TOWN HALL MEETING

CHASE

From Page A1

(See separate story).

« Salt Spring’s public
library association is request-
ing a $2,000 increase from
last year’s $62,400 in tax
support received.

* Holman hopes to include
Salt Spring in the CRD’s
stormwater management pro-
gram, estimated at $15,000
island-wide. It would provide
some strategic planning
resources, especially when it
comes to trying to protect the
island’s drinking water lakes,
he said.

« Salt Spring’s share of
CRD-wide services, includ-
ing the hospital district func-
tion, will likely increase,
although figures are not
available yet.

« The liquid waste service
to run the Burgoyne Bay
septage operation should see
a $5 hike in the current $25
parcel tax, with tipping fees
also rising from 19.5 to 22.5
cents per gallon.

Local liquid waste com-
mittee chair George Ehring
gave a thorough and capti-
vating account of the opera-
tion that processes about
900,000 Imperial gallons of
liquid waste annually, with
about 500,000 of that from
the Ganges Sewer system.

Ehring said the resulting
solids are now shipped to a
commercial composting
facility in Saanich, but that
may change in future.

“We’d like to be able to do
composting here,” he said.

» The Salt Spring Island
Emergency Program should
receive $5,000 more in
2004, although its budget
was reduced by about
$10,000 the previous year
due to accumulating surplus-
€5,

Building inspector Dick
Stubbs (who also sits on the

emergency program com-
mission) said islanders could
possibly see reductions in
the requisition for building
inspection. The requisition
was reduced to $101,027
from $129,826 between
2002 and 2003.

Stubbs noted that income
received from building per-
mit fees on Salt Spring more
than covers cost of the ser-
vice,

The building inspection
office is busy these days,
added Stubbs.

“We have a lot on the
boards right now.”

Permits for 90 single fam-
ily dwellings have been
issued on Salt Spring this
year, he said.

Other news arising from
the meeting included:

* Ganges Sewer commit-
tee chair Tom Toynbee out-
lined some challenges facing
the village sewer system,
including an ability to han-
dle peak loads during the
summer.

A study on how to deal
with the problems is set to
begin next year, he said.

The average residential
property in the Ganges
Sewer area paid $388 last
year for sewer service, up
from $342 in 2002, he said.

* Island Arts Centre
Society president Norbert
Schlenker and Gulf Islands
Community Arts Council
president Lorna Cammaert
outlined the proposal to
establish a CRD arts service
that would assure some
annual funding for their two
groups.

Counterpetition forms,
which should be signed by
people opposing the intro-
duction of an annual tax
levy, should be available at
the CRD building inspection

office as of November 19.

“I hope all of you won’t
sign the counterpetition and
we’ll have a new arts ser-
vice,” said Schlenker.

* Library board chair
Garth Hendren reported that
some 600 surveys on library
issues, including future loca-
tion, had been returned as of
the November 3 cut-off date.
He noted it was not a ran-
dom or scientific survey.

“We are as close as we
can get for a fraction of the
cost.”

* CRD assistant solid
waste division manager John
Craveiro reported that the
Salt Spring Solid Waste
Advisory Committee was
looking at chipping the
island’s wood waste as an
alternative to burning it. The
Salt Spring Garbage Service
transfer station on Blackburn
Road had continued burning
wood waste contrary to the
transfer station bylaw, which
came into effect last year, he
noted.

A chipped wood product
could be used for trails, as
pulp mill fuel or a bulking
carbon agent in a sludge
composting process.

* Fernwood Dock com-
mission chair Peter Lake
described the last few years
of tumultuous dock history
as responsibility was trans-
ferred from the federal gov-
ernment to a newly created
commission of the CRD. A
$2.75 annual parcel tax may
be considered in future
years, he said, but about
$300,000 in funds received
from the feds are taking care
of current upgrade and
maintenance needs.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the Islands Trust gov-
ernance renewal proposal.
(See separate story.)

Do you operate an
office downtown?

Is your last available piece of office space consumed by
“closed” files, tax receipts, old but necessary folders and
documents? Make that space work profitably for you.

CONSIDER STORAGE

SALT SPRING

MINI STORAGE

537-5888
“When convenience and security matter”

From Page A1

in the past five years.

“They are very danger-
ous.”

Police can only pursue
vehicles if they believe
someone has committed or
would commit an indictable
offence, she said.

“We take into considera-
tion the weather conditions,
the road conditions and how
many people are around.”

Available assistance is
also a factor, she noted.

“If there is any danger to
the public that we perceive,
we shut down the pursuit;
we disengage from it.”

RCMP are also obliged to
protect the safety of the
driver who is being pursued,
she said.

“If they're driving in a
really erratic manner or
there’s a lot of people
around or they’re going to
get into an accident, we
have the liability, so we dis-
engage.”

Fortunately, no one was
on the roads when the pur-
suit occurred, she said.

Two police vehicles were
involved in the chase that
lasted approximately five
minutes. The driver surren-
dered peacefully.

“The maximum speed
attained was 90 kilometres
per hour.”

A local vehicle owner was
happy to have their new-
model vehicle back
unharmed, she noted.

“They’re relieved that
nothing happened and that
no one was hurt.”

Salt Spring RCMP
remind motorists that it is
illegal and dangerous to
leave keys inside a vehicle
when it is unattended. The
fine for leaving a vehicle
insecure is $115 under the
Motor Vehicle Act.

“Most [stolen] vehicles on
this island that I'm aware of
have had the keys in the
vehicle and there’s been a
few thefts of vehicles late-

ly‘,‘

NATURAL GOODNESS
L ar

Embe ER)A

./:/ =
This week at Embe we have
featured our spicy jalapeno
and cheese bread made with
cheddar and assiago cheeses
and sliced jalapenos with
garlic and basil spices. We
also have our great granola
bars and our moist carrot
cake slices.

Jalapeno &
Cheese Bread
reg $270 . . .$2.00/1oaf
Granola Bars
reg $105 ..... 75¢ ea
Carrot Cake Slices
reg$135 ..... 99¢ ea.

You can find these and many
more specially prepared treats at
our bakery at the foot of the hill,

or by reserving your order at

537-5611
Open: Mon - Sat, 4:30am - 5:30pm
Closed Sundays for now

PS - Thanks to all our
customers for coming in
and enjoying coffee & cake

\ “For the earth, of the 'eéfth; ¢ 1

- |
537-9355 |

|

HOLISTIC
BODY MASSAGE

C.:_'.wml:.\!ete with hot towels.

t?o facial steam &
' ‘OVSU 100% Pure Essential Oils

RELAX AND REPLENISH

For appointments call Kindred @ 653-9797

TOM NAVRATIL 537-5515

e-mail: tomas@islandnet.com (250)
www.saltspringhomes.com
RESIDENTIAL * WATERFRONTS * LAND * COMMERCIAL

HEAR THE SURF & WATCH THE BOATS

Exceptional oceanview
property, steps from the
hicest beach on Salt Spring!
3+ bedrooms, 3 baths,
cherry wood floore through-
out, kitchen with granite
countertops - just about
everything is new!
$479,000
Call Tom Navratil

SALT SPRING REALTY
1101-115 Fulford Ganges Rd
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2T9

SCAILlr

SEAPLANES
1-800-447-3247

604-273-8900

_,’

3 Sch_ediliédﬁ-i'l’lights Daily Between
- Vancouver & the Gulf Islands
~ DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT
7:30 am / 11:30 am / 3:30 pm

DEPARTS GANGES
AND THE GULF ISLANDS
8:00 am / 12:00 pm / 4:00 pm
GANGES HARBOUR * Montague Harbour » Port Washington
Lyall Harbour * Telegraph Harbour » Miners Bay
www.seairseaplanes.com
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Residents still questioning fire trustees on dismissals

By CAREY RUDISILL
Staff Writer

Questions about the dismissal
of volunteer firefighters Bruce
Patterson and Jeff Outerbridge
persisted when a handful of peo-
ple attended the monthly meeting
of fire protection district trustees
held Monday night.

Some people said they still
wanted resolution of public con-
cerns regarding the matter.

But trustee Ben Martens said
the issue was resolved for the
board, as explained in a one-sen-
tence notice from trustees issued
last month.

That notice stated: “In the mat-
ter of the release of Jeff
Outerbridge and Bruce Patterson

as volunteer members of the Salt
Spring Island Fire Department,
the board of trustees, after due
deliberation and consideration of
all matters that have come to their
attention in this regard have
decided that the release of the
aforementioned Outerbridge and
Patterson from their duties as vol-
unteer members of the Salt
Spring Island Fire Department
stands in full force and effect.”

Martens said Monday,
“Nothing has changed.”

Several audience members dis-
agreed with Martens, stating the
1ssue was not clear and had not
been dealt with to their satisfac-
tion.

Beaver Point resident Ken Lee

asked why the firefighters had
been dismissed.

“You've got a crisis here and
your responses, from what I can
see, are vague,” said Lee.

Audience member and fire-
fighter Jim Buckley asked why
the department hadn’t hired a
mediator.

Martens said he didn’t think
one was necessary.

Conversation volleyed back
and forth between board and
audience members.

When asked what the firefight-
ers had done to be dismissed,
Martens said little antagonisms
had been going on for three
years.

“There was a whole series of

issues that disrupted the harmony
of the department as a whole. It’s
like someone pinching your arm.
Eventually you ask ‘why are you
doing this?’ They didn’t give a
reason and kept doing it.

“We’'ve had countless meet-
ings. Finally we said ‘it’s got to
stop.” It’s got to be out in the
open. There are rules and regula-
tions. Management has to take
measures sometimes,” said
Martens.

Trustee Don Irwin said the
problem was a “little disease,”
but ultimately an internal mat-
ter.

“[Outerbridge and Patterson]
couldn’t get along with the new
board. They’re the old-timers.

Maybe they didn’t like the new
way,” he said.

Audience member Trudy
Lynch asked. if the fire depart-
ment was still divided over the
issue.

“To an extent,” said Martens.
“They have been divided for
some time but I think they’re
starting to get together.”

Between the two of them,
Outerbridge and Patterson had
volunteered with the department
for over 30 years.

They were  officially
removed from their positions
on August 6, following sus-
pensions in July.

A public outcry and demand
for their reinstatement ensued.

MLA Coell meets up with quarry opponents

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer
Local MLA Murray

Coell has urged islanders
to request reports about a
proposed Jasper Road
quarry.

“We had a really produc-
tive meeting with Minister
Coell,” said Stewart Road
Residents’ Association
(SRRA) member Rosey
Brenan.

Coell and SRRA mem-
bers met at his Sidney con-
stituency office Friday and
reviewed a letter sent by
Ministry of Energy and
Mines (MEM) inspector

Bruce Reid to applicant
Larry Bader of Salt Spring
Rock Products on October
6, she said.

“Mr. Coell suggested
that we write to Bruce
Reid and ask, not just that
the mine applicant be pre-
pared to answer questions,
but that he provide written
reports on these issues.”

The MEM letter request-
ed that Bader convene a
public information meet-
ing where he could address
community concerns on a
number of issues prior to
final consideration of his
quarry application.

The letter also requests

considerable supplemen-
tary documentation to
address issues identified
through- the public consul-
tation process.

“It is highly recom-
mended that this meeting
be postponed until all
requested supplementary
documentation has been
prepared and made avail-
able for a 30-day period of
public review,” Reid wrote.

Issues of concern
include: identification of
proposed haulage routes
and estimates of average
and peak truck frequency;
a detailed spillage plan;
and an outline of domestic

water supply and sanita-
tion strategies.

Reid also requested a
blasting-impact assess-
ment, acid-rock drainage
and metal-leaching assess-
ments and a geotechnical
wall stability evaluation.

Further MEM environ-
mental assessments require
recommendations for miti-
gating potential pit
impacts on water quality,
surface water, groundwater
flow patterns and pit-relat-
ed noise and dust.

Reid also noted that zon-
ing restrictions may
impact Bader’s ability to
operate a quarry within

Marina money placed in Trust hands

The float home at
Ganges Marina may have
earned the temporary use
permit (TUP) it needs to
stay on site through rede-
velopment of the marina
property.

B&B Ganges Marina
has provided the Islands
Trust with a $16,506.87
letter of credit required as
a final condition for
issuance of the TUP.

The bond would cover
the Trust’s costs of remov-
ing and storing the float
home, if that should
become necessary.

Trust planner Mark
Head said Monday the let-
ter of credit was received
by the Ganges Trust office,
but is in the process of

being reviewed to ensure it
meets Trust requirements.

“It was to be submitted
in a form acceptable to the
Islands Trust — irrevoca-
ble and unconditional —
so we are just checking the
status of the conditions on
it to see that they are OK.

“It was their intent to
meet our deadline and they
did, so I think it is just a
matter of resolving the
final format.”

B&B Ganges Marina
has applied for a rezoning
of its lands to accommo-
date residential and com-
mercial uses, while com-
pleting its part of the
boardwalk and leaving
some waterfront areas for
park use.

The company proposes
to use the float home as a
construction and project
management office, for
which a TUP is required.

Once a development
permit is issued, it can be
used for washrooms,
showers, laundry, storage,

marina retail, administra-
tion and one dwelling unit
accessory to the marina
operation.

The structure was used
this year without permits
for a variety of commer-
cial purposes, including a
“boatel.”

lands regulated by the
Islands Trust.

The eight-member SRRA
contingent also showed
Coell a neighbourhood map
with projections of a “fly
rock™ radius around poten-
tial quarry operations at the
site, she said.

SRRA member Michael
Wall noted that Coell
agreed to facilitate a meet-
ing between the group and
Minister of Energy and
Mines, Rick Neufeld, in
the near future.

“We look forward to
being able to discuss our
concerns with the minister
responsible,” Wall said.

...ARE THEY TAX EFFICIENT?

Are you living on income

Call a trusted local Professional

Visit our website:
www.meritfurnitureduncan.com

FURNITURE
APPLIANCES
MATTRESSES

Over 20,000 sq. ft. |
= of inventory E:I

FURNITURE

1-250-746-5527

Located in the old Country Grocer Building

2956 BOYS ROAD, DUNCAN / Locally owned
Open Mon.-Sat. 9:30 - 6., Sun. 12- 5

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE:
537-9933

ENGLISH PUB

APPETIZERS

Brad Bench —
manufactured on-site by Gabriel Ross

/Mz&/ rass

FURNITURE | UGHTING | HOME ACCESSORIES | BED UINENS

589 A Bay Street in Victoria
Phone 250-384-2554 /| www.gabrielross.ca

1/ 2 Rack of Ribs
Beef Dip with Fries
Quesadillas - Chicken or Shrimp
Shipstone Burger
Farmer’s Platter
Steak & Mushroom Pie
Chicken & Veggie Pie

ON THE

BENEATH THE OYSTERCATCHER
Oystercatcher menu available at all times
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THANKS A BUNCH: Meredith Knox, chair of the Salt Spring Crime Prevention
Association, presents Oystercatcher Restaurant and Island Star Video gift certifi-
cates to five RCMP officers who worked understaffed by two constables during
the summer, putting in many extra hours and giving up vacation time. From left,
Cpl. Dave Voller, new officer Jeff Swan, from Barriere, B.C., Sgt. Mike Giles, Const.
Paul Ellis, Const. Lindsay Ellis, Knox, Const. Martin Beardsmore and brand new
recruit Aaron McGiffin.

Photo by Dernick Lundy

Coast guard auxihary seeks
male and female volunteers

The local coast guard aux-
iliary is looking for men and
women who are partial to
wearing orange suits on the
water, while learning top-
level marine search and res-
cue skills.

Gulf Islands Marine
Rescue Society president
Amarah Gabriel said the
auxiliary needs new volun-
teers.

The society has extended
its volunteer application
deadline from October 22 to
November 20, said Gabriel,
because it hadn’t received
enough applicants.

She said the Gulf Islands
auxiliary has 42 members,
including about 20 Salt
Spring residents.

“What happens is you
always lose a couple people
a year. They move or
become ill. You always have
to have new people starting.
Somebody’s going to have a
baby,” she said.

The society recruits new
members each fall for its
winter training period.

Qm-(yowt properly or
estate reguire ﬁrfﬁmbmf/

marmgamm{-:’

<
Seerenn Willett, BA
¢ J?ané;’y Shternational
Gi’/f;ﬁk(/ Household. /;/fmqyw‘

I can oversee all aspects of
managing a large property.
Ineluding:

s ‘Ensuring your fiome
and grounds are Kept
® Managing staff and
vendors -
o Special events
o Financial & budget
managemernt
All the myriad details of life, so
khat you can be free to handle

more important matters.

Local ¢ professional
references available.

Appointments arranged
(ph) 537-9943 (cell) 537-7736

“We want people who are
willing to make a commit-
ment,” said Gabriel.

Potential volunteers must
also have boating experi-
ence, live within 15 minutes
of Ganges, be able to carry a
pager for one week each
month and be in good
health.

Training is held every
Thursday. Auxiliary mem-
bers receive classroom and
on-the-water training in all
aspects of boat safety, boat
handling, first aid, and
search and rescue tech-
niques.

“Two weeks out of the
month we go out on the
water with the [regular]
coast guard [members],” said
Gabriel.

While volunteers gain
skills, there is also a larger
picture, she said.

“The serious side is that
it’s all about saving lives,”
she said.

Members also go out with
other auxiliary groups from
the area.

“It’s quite exciting being
out there with other people
in orange boat suits,” she
said.

As a group, the auxiliary
has a “nice mix” of individu-
als, she added.

“One of the interesting
things about this unit is that
we have a lot of people with
different backgrounds,” said
Gabriel. “We have a realtor,
town planner, marine biolo-
gist, artist and a theatre
director.”

Gabriel added that there’s
a good balance between men
and women. “A lot of
women might be hesitant to
join, thinking that’s it all
male. But it’s very equal
opportunity,” she said.

The society is comprised
of Salt Spring, Pender and
Galiano island volunteers,
who are also involved in
fundraising, said Gabriel.

Applications can be
picked up and dropped off at
the front desk of the Royal
LePage realty office in
Grace Point Square.

Search for man turns up pot

By CAREY RUDISILL
Staff Writer

Ganges Coast Guard per-
sonnel responded to a
November 4 call that began
as a missing persons report
and ended with the discov-
ery of a kayak loaded with
marijuana.

Leading seaman Dan
Harvey, who was officer in
charge last Tuesday, said the
missing person call came at
11:45 am. from the Rescue
Co-ordination Centre
(RCC).

Skua and Ganges |1
arrived in Victoria and acted
as on-scene commanders for
the search.

Harvey said the call was
long and convoluted, filled
with mixed reports from a
man who was found on the
shore in the Ten Mile Point
area. The man claimed he
and another man named
“Jeff” had left Sidney on
two white jet skis the previ-
ous evening.

The man said he had fall-
en off his watercraft and lost
track of his companion.

Authorities conducted an
extensive search. Coast
guard auxiliary from Sidney,
Oak Bay and Victoria
helped cover water and
shoreline from Haro Strait
to Trial Island.

A Buffalo aircraft from
CFB Comox was also called
in to assist.

SCHOOL DISTRICT #64
(GurF IsLANDS) Is CHANGING

School District 64 (Gulf Islands) needs to change in order
that we may continue to thrive and provide our students
with an excellent public education.

Why?

Because enrolment in the district and government funding
are both decreasing. In order fo continue to provide the
wide range of required services for our students, we need
to be flexible and open to new and innovative practices.
How?

We've formed a Futures Task Force, made up of people
from all islands which we serve. The mandate of the Task
Force is to challenge us to do what we do now in differ-
ent and better ways. We welcome all suggestions.

WE INVITE ALL OF OUR ISLAND COMMUNITIES TO JOIN US.

We need and want your help. We will be going to all of
our communities twice this year; the first time to ask for
ideas and suggestions, ancr the second time fo sum up
what you've collectively told us. Then the Futures Task
Force will make recommendations to the School Board.
Plealse watch for a background information flyer in the
mail.

There will be two meetings to choose from on Salt Spring Island:
Wednesday November 19th
at the District Parent Advisory Council Meeting
1:30 pm at the School Board Office
and Thursday, November 201h

7 to 9 pm at Gulf Islands Secondary School

Harvey said the original
report was that the man who
made it to the beach was a
31-year-old male from
Saanich.

“During the call there
were a lot of mixed reports
from the rescued person
from the water.
[Conversations between
search groups] went back
and forth every 15 minutes.
The story changed,” he said.

The man was later deter-
mined to be a U.S. citizen
from California and the
missing man was never
located.

What searchers did find
was a kayak containing
sealed bags of marijuana.
Shortly after 1 p.m., a pass-
ing sailboater from the
Royal Victoria Yacht Club
found the kayak on rocks in
the Ten Mile Point area near
Baynes Channel.

The kayak was outfitted

with a small battery-pow-
ered electric outboard.

Oak Bay’s auxiliary
found several bags floating
nearby. In total, searchers
discovered 33 kilograms of
marijuana.

Harvey said the man was
headed to the U.S. but
weather pushed him off-
course.

“He was trying to go
from Sidney to the San
Juan Islands and was forced
south in the tide, pushed
south in the strong ebb tide
and basically as a result he
ended up at Ten Mile Point
and exited the kayak due to
strong weather conditions,”
he said.

RCC called off the search
for the second man shortly
after 5 p.m.

The man, kayak and its
contents were turned over to
Victoria police and an
investigation is ongoing.

Reception and Open House
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® Current Income Trost anaivsis wod
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Steve Somerset and R. Joni Ganderton
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COLLECTIONS
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. With fabulous
festive jewellery

All showeased on
our 2nd floor

$10 to $100
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collection
for day
& evening wear

Sensously soft
sporty and chic
Try on
all the pieces

Sizes 6 to 16
on our 2nd floor

Open 7 days a week
Ganges Village 537-5551
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Meeting chews up trust tax formula

By GAIL SJUBERG
Staff Writer

While the future face of
local governance was on the
agenda for Saturday’s
Islands Trust-Capital
Regional District (CRD)
town hall meeting, spectres
of last year’s incorporation
debate visited the gathering.

And how much property
tax Salt Spring Islanders
would have, could have or
should pay to fund the
Islands Trust quickly galva-
nized opinions on a Trust
Area Governance Renewal
proposal being developed
by Islands Trust Council.

Trustee Eric Booth has
advocated use of a “differ-
entiated tax rate” system to
reduce the current estimated
$1.3-million of taxes Salt
Spring pays for the Islands
Trust to function.

Trust head office staff
have investigated that
option and compiled data
showing that Salt Spring
has $888.,862 in “discre-
tionary capacity” — i.e.
more than the “base costs”
needed to provide basic
planning services and cover
its contribution to Trust-
wide programs.

Trustee Kimberly Lineger
said she could see a lot of
on-island uses for that
amount of money.

But CRD director Gary

Holman stressed Salt Spring
would not have an addition-
al $900,000 to play with if
it became a municipality
because it would then
assume several other finan-
cial responsibilities — such
as roads, policing and
municipal administration.
Those costs would more
than eat up the funds
recouped from not paying
the Trust for local planning
services.

“Your taxes would have
gone up under incorpora-
tion,” he said.

He referred to Salt Spring
Island Restructure Study
materials, which estimated
property taxes would rise by
an average of $100 to $200
per parcel under incorpora-
tion, and that’s after the
Trust local planning costs
are removed.

Lineger indicated a com-
plete transfer of the funds
was not critical, in her
mind.

“If we just kept $200,000
more at this point, I'd be
happy,” she said.

Booth said Trust Council
should consider the implica-
tions of not changing the
current tax formula, which
could push Salt Spring resi-
dents to rethink incorpora-
tion.

*“The problem with cross-
island subsidization is if

Salt Spring incorporates in
future, then the $1.3-million
we pay now — which is 41
per cent of the entire tax
income for the Trust [will
be lost]. . . It will be hard
for the Trust to deal with
that departure.”

Holman said federation-
wide Islands Trust funding
was akin to other “social
contract” situations, like
schools funding, where
everyone paid for service
even if they had no children
attending schools.

Resident Peter Lamb
offered his opinion. “The
question is not how much
should we pay, but how
much can we unload onto
those other islands and still
have an effective Trust?”

Susan Russell, a Parks,
Arts and Recreation
Commission (PARC) mem-
ber, said she questioned the
current funding formula.
She said'she didn’t mind
paying taxes to preserve and
protect the other islands, but
felt the funds were primari-
ly spent on facilitating
development.

Lineger said she hoped
islanders wouldn’t reject the
entire Trust Area Governance
Renewal plan if Trust
Council didn’t accept the dif-
ferentiated tax rate idea.

“I don’t want Salt Spring
Islanders to throw out the

Drive to preserve marks
park group’s first year

Two new board mem-
bers joined the pioneering
group at the annual gener-
al meeting of the Friends
of Saltspring Parks
(FOSP) at Mahon Hall
last Thursday.

The 11-member board
includes Steve Grayson,
Tamar Griggs, Bill
Harrington, Sally John,
Charles Kahn, Nora
Layard, Patricia Lockie,
Peter Prince, Colin
Rankin, Tom Wright and
Peter Young.

Of the 11, Kahn and
Rankin are new members.

Layard, who became
past-president, chaired
the November 6 meeting
and discussed the group’s
first full year of finances.

In its statement of oper-
ations, the group had a
surplus of more than
$4,500.

Layard said the surplus
was a result of a $12,000
B.C. government contract
awarded to FOSP for a
background report on the
Burgoyne Park area.

She said many of the
people who worked on
the project volunteered
their time, or drastically
reduced their rates.

Layard said the group
was especially busy in its

first year. Group members
helped remove invasive
plant species from Ruckle
Provincial Park, cleaned
beaches at Burgoyne Bay
and held letter campaigns.

“We were active and
got our feet underneath us
and did something,” said
Layard.

FOSP’s plans for the
coming year entail the
same drive to preserve
natural environments.

She said the question of
hiking in the ecological
reserve, which currently
has signs stating no hik-
ing, is “unresolved.”

The group also plans to
raise money for a
Burgoyne Bay toilet with
its “loonie for a loo” cam-
paign.

Layard said she was
stepping down as chair
but had enjoyed her work
with FOSP and will con-
tinue her work as a board
member.

“It’s been a real plea-
sure working with this
group,” she said.

The meeting ended with
a presentation by artist
Robert Bateman on the
protection of natural
areas. He presented a
slide show and talk of
such areas as East Africa

tourist parks and a
wildlife research camp in
Ontario’s Algonquin-Park.

Audience members lis-
tened intently during
Bateman’'s commentary
that covered a wide range
of topics from building
“mouse traplines” in
Algonquin Park to find-
ing a dead elephant in
Africa.

Bateman was also hon-
oured by the University of
Victoria with an honorary
degree at convocation cer-
emonies on Monday,
November 10.

FOSP has helped with
the creation of new park
lands at Burgoyne Bay.
The area is the largest
undeveloped bay and
estuary in the Gulf
Islands and contains two
salmon streams, tidal flats
and several types of trees,
including old growth
Douglas fir and Garry
oaks.

The group, which was
registered as a non-profit
society in August 2002,
aims to support the
integrity and appreciation
of the natural environ-
ment and cultural heritage
of Salt Spring Island
parks and ecological
reserves.

renewal proposal, because
it has good stuff in it.”

That includes suggestions
to bring some new services
under the Trust umbrella.

Those are subdivision
approval authority, building
inspection, and decision-
making authority on non-
farm land use and subdivi-
sions on Agricultural Land
Reserve lands.

Creating a joint commit-
tee of regional district and
Trust committee representa-
tives to coordinate land use
and service delivery is also
proposed, as is establishing
a “legislated object dispute
resolution process” to deal
with cases where provincial
government policy and the
legislated object of the
Trust collide.

The Trust Area
Governance Renewal pro-
posal, including the differ-
entiated tax rate concept,
will be discussed at the
Trust Council meeting in
Victoria set for December
3-5.

/The Living Word\
God so loved the world
that he gave his only
begotten son, that
whoever believes in him
shdll not perish but will
have eternal life.
John 3:16
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Congratulations!
Rachel Matthews

winner of the Kitchen Aid
Promo Pink Mixer

Reminder: Home Hardware
is a Santa’s Workshop
drop-off location
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* Doors and Windows
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* Power Tools * Dock Floats *
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community!”

STORE HOURS:

Monday-Saturday 7am - 5:30pm
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UNICEF SALE: Ruth Burstahler and Ann King set up a UNICEF card and gift
sale at Sabine’s Fine Used Books in Grace Point Square. The items will be avail-
able for purchase this Thursday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and

Sabine’s will accept UNICEF donations until closing time.

Photo by Dernck Lundy

Police believe small group
involved 1n rash of B&Es

With an observed rise in
break and enter occurrences
this year, Salt Spring RCMP
are advising residents to take
specific precautions to pro-
tect homes and possessions.

RCMP Sgt. Mike Giles
said 36 incidents have been
reported to date. In compari-
son, 28 were reported in
2002 and 29 in 2001.

“The first thing to do is
communicate and know
your neighbours. Talk to
them when you're going out
of town and tell them who
will be coming over to water
plants and the type of car
they drive. Assess the
strengths and weaknesses of
the house, locks and win-
dows,” he said.

Individuals should also
limit the value of items kept
at home and place valuables
either in a bank or home
safe.

Police and volunteers are
available to help residents
check the safety of their
homes, said Giles.

The Home Safe Program,
run through the Victim
Assistance Program, also
conducts checks of resi-
dences that are broken into.

Giles said the RCMP
prefers “proactive” and not
retroactive measures.

Residents can also borrow
the station’s engraver.

“If a thief sees a name or
number on an item, then that

item’s attractiveness 1is
diminished, assuming in the
vast majority of cases that
thieves are stealing items to
resell for drugs.” he said.

Giles said he isn’t sure
why the Salt Spring break
and enter jump has occurred
this year.

“It goes in waves,” he
said. “Compared to last year
we're up, but compared to
other years we’re right on
track.”

Giles said he believes the
incidents can be attributed to
a small group of people.

“That could account for
why [the numbers] can go
up 10 to 12 in a year,” he
said. “Our theory would
probably hold if we could
catch one [of the perpetra-
tors].”

Incidents may be up from
the past two years, but not
from 2000, when 56 break
and enters were investigated.

Giles said Salt Spring is a
small community and does-
n’t experience the amount of
criminal activity a larger
centre would.

“We see relatively small
numbers,” he said.

But he noted the incidents
aren’t insignificant for
homeowners.

“A break and enter is not a
small occurrence to the peo-
ple that it happens to,” he
said. “It’s real.”

In the event of a break and

MEDITERRANEAN FLAIR

a

A grape arbour and courtyard lead to the entrance to this

mediterranean style home. Soaring 11 ft. ceilings and french

doors with transoms above flood the home with light

a separate 3 room suite and attached single car garage. Located

on a quiet cul-de-sac, a short walk to Ganges. Arfist in residence. §
- $312,000 "

Office 537-9977 | Fax 537-9380

ARY Realty of " gall
Wm Salt Spring Call
g 131 Lower Ganges Rd.,

o G Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 212
- &f‘

CAROLE
WATSON

email: cewatson@saltspring.com

enter, victims should avoid
touching the area around the
entry and exit points.

Giles said RCMP finger-
print experts try to gather
evidence from those areas.

For more information
about theft prevention, call
the RCMP at 537-5555.

Curtin releases PARC
budget increase plan

Saturday’s town hall
meeting gave islanders an
unprecedented peek at the
2004 budget of the Parks,
Arts and Recreation
Commission (PARC).

PARC is proposing to
raise its budget to $811,500
this year, up $110,000 from
the 2003 level.

Of that total, $708,700
would come through prop-
erty tax requisition —
$74,600 more than this
year — and the rest from
revenue sources such as
pool programs, Market in
the Park, Camp Colossal
day camp and property
rentals.

PARC chair Bill Curtin
told the meeting that Salt
Spring taxpayers “pay the
lowest per capita rate of
any community for parks
and recreation services in
B.C.” — about $160 for an
average-assessed property.

The proposed hike would
add $8 to the average-
assessed property’s tax bill.

Because PARC has in the
past provided relatively
fewer services than most
communities, the maxi-
mum amount of property
tax support it is legally
entitled to through the

Capital Regional District
(CRD) has not been
requested.

However, with plans to
develop the Rainbow Road
recreation site, increasing
responsibilities with more
trails and parkland dedica-
tions added to its inventory
each year and aging infras-
tructure, Curtin explained
that the commission feels
it’s time to acquire the
additional funds.

“We have a tremendous
backlog of things we
haven’t addressed and we
need to address them,” said
Curtin.

Results of the Salt Spring
Aquatic Centre Survey,
now underway, will also
give PARC the direction it
needs to determine what
kind of pool facility to
build on the Rainbow Road
property.

The largest segment
increase in the 2004 pro-
posed budget is in “parks
maintenance capital
improvements,” from about
$40,000 to $90,000.

The budget also main-
tains $28,000 in grants-in-
aid funds to recreation-
related community groups,
which was bumped up this

year for the first time from
$10,000 in 2002.

The proposed budget
includes $18,000 presently
given to ArtSpring and
$3,300 to the Gulf Islands
Community Arts Council,
which is the subject of an
imminent counterpetition
process to establish an arts
service through the CRD.
PARC voted last month to
keep the funds available for
those two arts groups in
case the counterpetition
passed, which would force
a referendum on the ques-
tion. That would either
delay or defeat the arts ser-
vice proposal.

PARC budget matters
have traditionally been kept
under wraps until the final
budget is passed by the
CRD board each March.

CRD director Gary
Holman told the meeting
he supported PARC’s pro-
posed requisition increase
for 2004 if the aquatic sur-
vey supports building a
new pool and the extra
funds are spent on that pro-
ject.

Copies of PARC’s pro-
posed budget summary are
available at the Portlock
Park PARC office.
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Getting informed

It’s too bad more people didn’t attend Saturday’s local govern-
ment town hall meeting.

A little knowledge gleaned now can save a flood of ignorance
later, but the tiny turn-out is also not surprising.

Who really wants to exchange the joys of a sunny autumn day to
hear the nitty-gritty details of local septage treatment systems or
how the Trust might take on subdivision approving authority from
the Ministry of Transportation?

In between the hot issues, it’s up to the politicians and govern-
ment staff to take care of things. It may be a lonely job at times, but
that goes with the territory.

Our current elected officials’ penchant for open government is
admirable and preferable to the alternative, but they shouldn’t
expect full meeting houses or even much interest unless public
alarm bells have been clanged on a particular issue.

But right now is a critical time for islanders to get informed
enough to provide input on at least one front to the Parks, Arts and
Recreation Commission, which needs direction on what kind of
aquatic facility, if any, should be built on Rainbow Road.

Some 1,000 Salt Spring households have been sent the Salt
Spring Aquatic Centre Survey, which asks for preferences on indoor
and outdoor facilities, and how much they would be willing to pay
in annual property taxes for a pool.

While no direct dollar figures are attached to each option either in
capital costs or how much of a tax increase each would cause, the
general relationship between the two is obvious.

And ultimately, how much money survey respondents indicate
they are willing to fork out is the primary piece of information
PARC needs before proceeding.

If 80 per cent of islanders want a full-meal-deal indoor pool but
are only willing to see taxes increase $50 per year, that pool option
won’t be the subject of a referendum.

Wisely, PARC and the CRD don’t want to waste time and money
on a referendum proposal that is doomed to fail.

So when people sit down to complete the short aquatic survey,
they should be especially honest about their willingness to pay.

And once a specific pool option is presented to the voting public
and the countdown to a vote is on, those meeting rooms will likely
be full.

Is a torn-up labour contract part of Hahn’s ferry tale?

By DAVID GORDON

Will David Hahn remain with
the rest of us stranded islanders
during a ferry strike while he
negotiates?

On May 5, 2003, Hahn, a New
Yorker, assumed the position of
president and CEO of B.C.
Ferries.

He has a long history within
the American transportation sec-
tor. Hahn specializes in business
restructuring, strategic planning,
revitalized marketing, revenue
growth, acquisitions and cus-
tomer service.

Recently on the Voice of B.C.
cable broadcast, he told Vaughn
Palmer that his corporation
offered “the greatest ride in the
world” and he intends to make it

VIEW
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profitable too.

It is possible that Hahn is a
starry-eyed capitalist. To say the
least, it is ambitious to envision
B.C. Ferries as profitable.

However, the service must
always be perceived to be abso-
lutely safe. Nothing other than
the ferry workers’ keen eyes and
vigilance can assure that be so.
The most management can ever
do is oversee efficiently.

Just the same, the corporation
has attempted to use the media
and polls to secure public support

and perpetuate the myth of the
overpaid and under-worked ferry
worker.

Despite our ferry system being
the greatest ride, he says, “Our
company and our customers can-
not afford the current contract.”

The company wants to contract
out more services, and reduce the
unionized work force in general.

The union cannot be expecting
to negotiate an increase.

Apparently, B.C. Ferries is
demanding concessions that
include a reduction in rates of
pay, overtime, starting wages and
the exclusion of certain workers
from the bargaining unit.

Hahn complains that 55 to 60
cents of each dollar brought in
goes to employee cost, but one

wonders if he includes his own
salary of $335,000 another
$80,000 in real estate expenses,
and his possible performance
bonus in that number.

It is interesting to note that
David Hahn has no background
in ships. He knows aviation,
however, and has a wish list that
includes a head-scratching plan
to develop a new terminal at the
Vancouver International Airport.

Hahn has also announced a $2-
billion intention to build 24 ships
over 15 years, but, unfortunately,
he further indicated that the
planned ship-building might not
be done in B.C.

Will Hahn oversee the demise
and sell-off of B.C. Ferries just
as he did with Ogden

Corporation? Is he merely the
B.C. Liberal government’s latest
hatchet man?

Or will he meet the seemingly
impossible challenge of manag-
ing B.C. Ferries to viability and
labour peace?

It is difficult to say at the
moment, but rest assured it will
be a great ride watching the
negotiations.

So far, since the takeover of the
Legislature by the Campbell gov-
ernment, the provincial floor is
littered with torn-up labour con-
tracts, like so many tickets at the
racetrack.

The writer is a Mill Bay resi-
dent.

Old Man Winter interrupts fall ritual

Ahhh. The smell of wood that’s not
smoke. The bright white what I
trunks of birch trees, their meant to
branches sprinkled with gold ;) ay. ISLE S M |
and yellow leaves, all set espite ‘ ;
agaihst a backdrop of the Whatyou WITH BN FOS TImaRn ]
clearest blue skies you'll ever M a ¥
have

see.

It’s early October in the
north Cariboo, time for me to
head up to my cozy little log
cabin to close things down
for the winter.

Problem is, I couldn’t go in
early October. In fact, I didn’t
get there in October at all.

Along with my two trusted
helpers, Bruce and Jeff, it
was just last week that I
headed up there to perform
the annual ritual.

I mean the closing down of
the cabin ritual, not any other
ritual that Jeff, Bruce and I do
when we’re up there. Wait,

heard, there is no other ritual
involved in our annual trip to
the cabin. There’s much hard
labour to be done in a few
short days; we work from
long before dawn ‘til well
after dark.

The dock needs to be taken
apart by hand, pulled out of
the lake with the 4X4 and
secured to shore. We have to
chink any little holes in the
log cabin with whatever we
can find to keep the mice,
squirrels and bush rats out.

We have to install shutters
on the windows to keep the

larger critters out.

We’ve got to fall, buck,
split and stack enough wood
for springtime. And, thanks
to Jeff, we need to fix the out-
house. (I'll get to that next
week.)

City folks wonder why an
isolated cabin needs shutters
nailed over the windows.

“You don’t have a vandal-
ism problem way out here do
you?” they ask.

Well, yes I do, but it’s not a
bunch of juveniles from
Williams Lake out on their
snowmobiles trying to break
into my cabin in the spring.

It’s a juvenile that lives right
here on the shores of
Keithley Creek. You might
know his cousins Yogi and
Smokey.

Long ago, when folks first
put glass windows in log cab-
ins, they would come back
from a trip away to find the
windows smashed out and
the inside of the cabin look-
ing, and smelling, like the
town dump.

Here's what happens:
When a bear first wakes up
and sluffs around in the
springtime, he’s pretty darn
hungry. (Think about how
hungry and grumpy you get
when you haven’t eaten for a
day. For Yogi, it’s been four
or five months!)

And he’s territorial. So
when this grumpy bruin wan-
ders up to a cabin, stands up

and looks in the window,
what does he see? Another
bear. With his snout two inch-
es away. What does he do?
Exactly what you'd expect a
very hungry, very territorial
bear to do. A huge paw deliv-
ers a vicious right cross to the
intruder bear.

It works! Instantly the
other bear is gone. Now,
through the gaping hole
where a pane of glass used to
be, our hungry friend can see
and smell all sorts of good
stuff.

The second-worst thing
that can happen when you get
to your mountain cabin for
the first time in spring is to
find the breeze blowing
through the hole in the wall
where the window used to be
and that nothing inside is rec-
ognizable. No piece of furni-

ture or appliance or cupboard
is larger than those big
clumps of brown stuff all
over the floor. (After they eat,
they leave other things
besides your wrecked furni-
ture behind.)

The worst thing, of course,
is to be deeply into your first
sleep, after arriving at your
cabin in springtime, when
Ursus Scarus punches the
window out.

Where was 1?7 Oh yeah. |
was saying that early October
is the time to head up to the
cabin to winterize it. Well,
this year we went up late.
Very late. Jeff and I would
say “too late.”

I don’t know how Bruce
feels about it. He's still not
talking to us.

Next week: Our Lives
Flash Before Our Eyes.
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My grandfather is a World We're going to spend it I’ll be thinking of what a On Remembrance Day, we [ pove an uncle that lost a
War II vet and I'm thinking  with old friends. stupid idea war is. igiigrenanbenioiaun leg in Korea. He’s gone

of taking my nephews and

nieces to see him.

from our mistakes. We have
so much war globally and

we take one day to feign that
we have peace in our hearts.

now, but I think about him.

Letters to the Editor

Find solution

November 11. What does
it mean? A time to reflect, to
remember.

When this time of the year
rolls around, I give much
thought to the past and pre-
sent.

I think of the people who
have come into my life, like
Len, who was severely
wounded and taken POW in
1915, while trying to fill the
gap in the Canadian lines
created by one of the first
gas attacks.

I think of my grandfather
in a shell hole in 1918 with
his best friend dying in his
arms. | think of my own
father doing 37 trips in a
bomber at night. They were
considered a lucky crew;
many others were not.

I think of other young men,
now old, spending their youth
fighting for their countries’
cause, even when their world
was crumbling around them.

I think of the endless num-
bers of civilians caught in
between; of children grow-
ing up with memories that
haunt them still in their
retirement years.

My grandfather fought in
the war to end all wars; 20
years later it was my father’s

turn. I loved and was very
proud of both these men and
all the others.

I just can’t understand,
after an extremely bloody
past 100 years, that we as a
species still find it so easy to
fund causes to die for.

Surely we can find a solu-
tion. After all, we spend bil-
lions or trillions to send space
probes to the farthest planet in
our galaxy. Maybe we should
start pouring that energy into
our own world that is in crisis
and try that much harder to
solve its problems.

ROD MACDONALD,
Wildwood Drive

Other side

Regarding the Isabella
Point Road density transfer
proposal, there are two sides
to every story but only one
side is currently being pro-
moted.

It is important that the
other side be made known so
that a balanced point of view
can be arrived at.

The four additional lots
being proposed fall under the
category of density transfer as
allowed for in the Salt Spring
Official Community Plan.

The opposition point of
view is that these extra four
three-acre lots would “trash”

the neighbourhood by reduc-
ing the minimum lot size
from five acres to three
acres. However, my present
“unfinished” research shows
that more than 35-40 per
cent of the existing lots in
the subject area are under
five acres, in fact many
under three acres.

What is not explained and
completely ignored is the
other side of the coin.
Density transfer allows the
Islands Trust to obtain and
preserve parkland in sensi-
tive ecological areas of the
island in perpetuity by
means of a conservation
covenant and transfers their
density potential to an
already established residen-
tial area.

The donor transfer proper-
ties are on Sansum Narrows
and include a large Garry
oak stand, a substantial arbu-
tus grove and an alpine
meadow adjacent to a prop-
erty already donated under
this process — creating a
significant protected ecologi-
cal area for the island.

Please find time to attend
the public information meet-
ing at the Lions Club on
November 19 from 4-6 p.m.
when charts, photographs
and details of the conserva-

tion covenant protection for
the donor properties will be
fully detailed and explained.
PATRICIA HEWETT,
Fulford

Short-term

memory

I have just read ASTAR’s
November 5 Driftwood ad,
“10 More Reasons To
Support Vacation Rentals.”

It says, “At the public
meeting an audience mem-
ber requested a vote by show
of hands. The overwhelming
majority agreed to allow
vacation rentals ... Only a
handful wished to see none.”

This statement is an outright
lie. I was there. A handful
voted for and against VR. An
overwhelming majority did
not vote, as the questions were
muddied with variables and
could not be properly
answered with a yes and no
vote.

And, in another of
ASTAR’s  “10 More
Reasons” it says, “... Prior to
the program of proactive
enforcement initiated by the
previous trustees, the Islands
Trust office admits to having
“perhaps one complaint” on
record per year regarding
vacation rentals.” This is

another piece of misinforma-
tion. Kimberely stated at last
week’s meeting that com-
plaints to the police are not
filed into categories of short-
term, long-term or regular
rentals. So we have no real
idea of how many people
have protested.

MONA FERTIG,

Ganges

Coell visit

Last Friday eight members
of the Stewart Road
Residents’  Association
(SRRA) carpooled to Sidney
where we spent 45 minutes
with our MLA Murray Coell.

Mr. Coell was interested to
learn that the permit applica-
tion for the Stewart Road
Quarry includes no mention
of a Section 215 covenant.
This covenant states: “any
wetland areas on the land . . .
must be protected, preserved
and kept in their natural state.”

We also pointed out to Mr.
Coell that the mine plan
appears to have been drawn
up by someone who is not a
professional engineer.

Mr. Coell carefully
reviewed an October 6 letter
from Inspector of Mines
Bruce Reid to mine permit
applicant Larry Bader.

The letter says, “It will be

required that you convene a
public information meeting
prior to final consideration
of your quarry application ...
You should be well prepared
to answer questions relating
to such items as zoning, traf-
fic/access, chemical contam-
ination, groundwater
impacts, health issues, noise
and dust abatement, blasting
impacts, visual impacts,
lifestyle and property values
impacts, protection of sur-
face water and downstream
licenses, and the protection
of wildlife and vegetation.”
Given the seriousness of
these issues, Mr. Coell
encouraged us to write to Mr.
Reid and ask him to require
the mine applicant to provide
written reports regarding
these issues, rather than just
being prepared to answer
questions at a public meeting.
Our group included Carol
Arold, Rosey Brenan, Peter
Lamb, Murray Reiss, Fu-
Shian Chia, Mike Wall and
Joe Webber. We all want to
thank Mr. Coell for giving
his time so generously and
listening so closely to our
concerns.
ARNOLD BROWN,
Sarah Way

~ MORE LETTERS A10

There is something really
unusual happening these
days in the Salt Spring gov-
ernment liquor store.

Jorges is smiling. It’s
probably the first time 1
have seen that big silly grin
in years. Jorges is smiling
because the Campbell gov-
ernment has reversed its
decision to close down
liquor stores throughout
B.C.

With only a handful of
years left before retiring
with full pension, Jorges
can once again look for-
ward to spending winters in
his native Portugal, soaking
up the rays on the Algave
and rat racing up the Costa
Brava highway.

Why would the govern-
ment do such an about-face
on this issue? The more
cynical and rabid remaining
NDPers would probably
credit the diligence of the

union
negoti-
ating
team
and the
tireless
work of
o Sie
union members.

Others would point to a
government showing its
sweet side . . . one that has
demonstrated a willingness
to weigh both sides of an
argument, and make a deci-
sion based on dispassionate
reason. After all, the gov-
ernment doesn’t have to
reverse any decision.
Indeed, you will be hard
pressed to find any male-
dominated group in any
corner of society willing to
admit to a mistake.

With the overwhelming
majority that the Campbell
government enjoys, its
members are capable of

PERSONALLY
SPEAKING

Liquor store reversal result

shoving any and all out-
landish laws through, if
they choose.

The liquor store reversal
is not some sort of anoma-
ly. The government also
reversed its decision on pri-
vatizing the Coquihalla
highway, which probably
would have resulted in
higher prices and lower
maintenance. It would only
be a matter of time before
that monument to the now
defunct Socred government
would have resembled
Stewart Road after a heavy
downpour.

There are other signs of
life. We now look forward to
hosting the 2010 winter

of ‘kinder, gentler’ dictator

Olympics, which will prove
to be a huge economic boon
for the entire province. And
the government has thinned
out a top heavy bureaucracy
created by the past NDP
dynasty. No longer do you
see a bureaucrat with a clip-
board standing behind every
other bureaucrat without a
clipboard. And literally thou-
sands of useless, redundant
regulations have been strick-
en forever from the books.

So why this turnaround?
Personally, I think it all
began shortly after
Campbell’s excellent
adventure in Maui in
January of this year. I can’t
think of anything so humili-
ating as having your mug
shot plastered on every
newspaper across the coun-
try, with a toothy grin, hair
all askew, and the glazed
demeanor of a guy blowing
way, way above .08.

All contrite and apologet-
ic, Gordon has promised to
stay away from the devil’s
drink. He has lost a ton of
weight on the Atkins diet,
and he probably helps his
landlady out with the
garbage. He has had what
alcoholics describe as “a
moment of clarity.” He has
become a kinder, gentler
dictator.

And we can see the
results everywhere. Despite
The Four Horsemen of the
Apocalypse stampeding
across this province in
2003, the economy strides
ahead. We have had raging
forest fires, floods, SARS,
mad cows, The U.S. beat-
ing us over the head with
softwood tariffs, strained
relations over our stance on
Iraq, you name it, and with
the exception of the Black
Plague, we have had every
form of natural and unnatu-

ral disaster visited upon us.

But have you gone to
Vancouver lately? It’s a
three-ring circus down-
town, with cement trucks
and high-rise construction
crews going head to head
with office workers and
tourists. This government is
putting business back in
British Columbia, and like
it or not, that’s where the
jobs are created.

Give the man, and his
government, his due.

So Jorges, Barb, and
everyone else at the liquor
store (is it a bad sign when
you know all the liquor
store employees by their
first name?) — congratula-
tions!

It’s great to know that
this time next year, the gov-
ernment watering hole will
still be there and not
replaced by yet another
book shop.
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OPINION

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Offensive

In response to Francois
Jaubert’s October 29 letter on
spirituality, I agree that we all
have a right to our opinions
and to share our beliefs with
one another. Maybe there is
sufficient interest to have a
page for readers to voice their
opinion.

In the world today there is
so much opposition to
Christianity. Non-Christians
are offended by the public dis-
play of the 10
Commandments on a court-
house wall, prayers in school
and, of course, the pro-life and
euthanasia debates continue.

Recently there was a com-
plaint by a Muslim student in
Italy over displays of Christ on
a cross, which he claimed
were offensive to his faith in
Allah and Mohamed. A judge
ordered that they be removed.
This is causing a furore in this
strongly Catholic country.

Some other faiths may
preach tolerance, but Christ
did not tolerate anything that
he considered offensive to His
heavenly Father.

He not only did what we
say today — “put your money
where your mouth is” — he
laid his life on the line for his
beliefs and so Christ died for
my sins, my shortcomings and
my defects of character. This I
have accepted as my ticket to
paradise.

I do not have to blow my
body up like a suicide bomber
to attain paradise. Christ gave
His life for me. You may find
this offensive, yet it gives me
freedom, peace, joy, security
and assurance of everlasting
life.

What I find offensive today
is when the shoe is put on the
other foot and non-Christians
try to eradicate Christ from
Christmas. Have you seen the
new Bateman cards? Please do
not call them Christmas cards.
They are blank on the front,
with no words like Merry
Christmas and on the inside no
comforting message of “peace
and good will to all men,” just
“season’s greetings.”

Now that I have made my
point, 1 wish you all a “happy
holiday.”

JOHN M. STEEL,
Salt Spring

oy

To thogao us on fixed
income/low income.

Income isn’t fixed, it is
moving relative to buying
power — down. Getting less.
Shrinking. Diminishing.
Disappearing. Decreasing.

More letters

Our purchases and taxes are
not fixed and are “balancing
the budget” by increasing.
Growing. Gouging.
Swallowing. Going up like the
price of gas — fast.

There’s an awful lot of us in
that fix here on our island.
Captive to the shrinking dollar.

Firstly, the debate about a
large water container for Salt
Spring has me boggled. City
amenities are, I believe, for
cities with populations of mil-
lions.

A few, possibly even a few
hundred, enthusiasts are out to
persuade the others of us, pos-
sibly a few thousand, that we
need to pay for and maintain a
swimming hole, no blackfish
allowed.

But it will “only” cost from
280,000 to 700,00 dollars each
year, depending on who you
ask.

With no way for much of
the island’s population to even
get there to take a dip or drop
in a fishing line.

Did I mention that it’s to be
paid for by higher taxes and is
only the yearly cost of
upkeep/running/heating/chlori-
nating/loathsome high insur-
ance. None of these will
increase? Right?

The tax dollar cost of build-
ing? Don’t ask. And we never
have cost overruns, do we?

Second: With the acquisition
of the PARC land close to the
high school, the deep puddle
would appear to be the rather
blunt sharp end of a wedge.

The rest of the wedge will
follow . . . won’tit?

Is PARC going to let that
land be fallow for long? What
are the plans for our future? A
nice, large, warm rec centre?
An ice arena? A beach volley-
ball court with tanning lamps
and sand bar? Surfing wave
pool? Water slides? Artificial
snow ski hill? Busses to get
those pesky out-of-towners to
these wonders?

Or are we to be treated to a
piece-by-piece mini-construc-
tion boom benefitting those
fortunate enough to live in
proximity? In conclusion, a
rational long-range plan pre-
sented to us for the benefit of
all islanders, with dollar num-
bers arrived at by other than
PARC might be a good idea,
rather than feeding us yet
another tax bill as things come
on-line and escalate our pre-
cious gem toward city stan-
dards of everything.

Whatever is looming on our
PARC horizon is not going to
appear from a pumpkin at mid-
night with the wave of the
chairman’s gavel. It will take
dollars in the old-fashioned
way. Taxes. Hefty hefty taxes.

Perhaps SSPLASH will
build it without tax dollars . . .
and they will come. The sail-
ing club, rod and gun club, and
yoga gurus manage somehow,
as do many other special inter-
est groups. Users seem to pay
these days.

NEIL BUCHAN,
Salt Spring

Grateful

I am nestled into a comfy
chair snuggled next to the chil-
dren’s books in Sabine’s Book
Shop and all’s right with the
world.

Before me is an array of
UNICEF Christmas and
Hanukkah cards and gifts — a
dream come true for our little
Salt Spring UNICEEF group.

Thanks to Sabine’s hospital-
ity and support, we are able to
offer our UNICEF cards and
gifts in a central location in a
“real store.” replacing our cof-
fee parties. '

Coffee parties were also a
friendly venue and those who
opened their homes to hold a
coffee party sale in the past are
very much appreciated.

However, this involved
moving our stock all over the
island a day at a time, and a lot
of hefting and carrying for us.
With our downtown location
we can display all our stock
and you can add visiting us to
your shopping trip to town.

We are open Thursday,
Friday and Saturday of this
week from 10 a.m. until 3
p-m., but Sabine will take your
money for UNICEF until she
closes.

We are grateful for the help
and hope to see you at our sale.

If you miss us this time
around, we will be at a bank
near you in the near future.
DOROTHY DRUBEK,

Salt Spring UNICEF

Return items
On Saturday, November 8,
11:30 a.m. at the Lions Club
garage sale on Drake Road, |
had just set my backpack and
smaller leather bag down in
order to test a heater and in less
than 10 minutes I was in the
middle of my worst nightmare.
My bags had disappeared!
So would the person who
picked up my personal, gen-

uine buckskin/doeskin beige
backpack with “Tall Terry”
burned into a leather name
patch on the front, and also my
small black Italian leather,
multi- zippered bag — and
was then sold those leather
bags along with all the impor-
tant valuables they contained
for $15 — please call me!

My name, address and
phone number are on all my
personal cheques, on my busi-
ness cards and on every one of
at least 20 computerized song
lyric sheets in that black three-
ring binder.

The woman who sold it to
you said you also bought a
black vacuum cleaner from
them.

By now you must know
how personal all those posses-
sions were to me. This has
really shaken me up!

The small leather Italian
bag contains:

My twin-cartridge face res-
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pirator that I need for diesel
exhaust; a new pair of black
goat skin gloves; my sunglass-
es; leather coin purse, with
coins, that I've had since “73.

My name and phone are in
that bag on a business card.

The small zippered pouch
on the front of the doeskin
backpack contains:

A red leather folder with 34
personalized “Terry Graham™
blank cheques numbers 86
through 120 inclusive and a
leather folder with my busi-
ness cards in it.

The main body of the two-
strap, soft leather, beige back-
pack contains:

* my black three-ring binder
with many of my own com-
pleted song lyrics and other
important writings;

+ a file folder with various
reports and papers very impor-
tant to me;

* a varnished, blonde-col-
ored, dovetail-cornered wood-

‘.1.24 Lawﬁhifl .Dri.ve,
i Salt Spring Island
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en box with two of my
Songwriters ChordWheels
that Acoustic Planet sells and
that are protected by
American Library of
Congress copyright;

* my glass side guitar slide
in a Buck Knife leather case;

» a pair of reading glasses.

I’'ll pay double what was
paid to the Lions Club if
you’ll return my things and
give you whatever you'd like
from what’s left of my sum-
mer garage sale items . . . if
you think that’s enough.

I may have met you this
summer at my yard sale on
Booth Canal Road.

In that black binder there is
a photo of my 1951 Chevy
Van that sits in my yard here
at 308 Booth Canal Road.

I'll even give you the back-
pack if that will help!

Let’s do the right thing.

No grudges, no police, and
it would be much appreciated!

Thanks.

TALL TERRY GRAHAM,
Booth Canal
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other artists.

Following court order judgment:

Liquidation of Persian
carpets by auction

The Supreme Court of British
Columbia ordered a major B.C. retailer to
pay its supplier. The B.C. retailer has fallen
in arrears and, as a result, arbitrarily
agreed to relinquish a larger portion of its
assets for a series of liquidation auctions.

Buckingham Auctions Ltd. will auction
piece by piece to the highest bidder fine
Persian and Oriental carpets to satisfy the
Court Order. A good selection of silk and
wool, finely handknotted carpets in various
sizes ranging from scatter to large dining,
living room and oversized carpets will be
available by public auction. Also included

in this public auction are items previously
seized, jewelry, fine art lithographs such
as Picasso, Dali, Miro, Chagall, and many

Certificates of authenticity and
appraisals will be available free of charge
on most items. The bid calling will be
clear and concise enough for anyone to
understand, therefore anyone can bid by
just raising your hand.

Public auction will be held at Royal
Canadian Legion, 120 Blain Road,
Monday November 24, 2003. Public
viewing 6 p.m. Auction 7 p.m.,

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

I5LANDS

2003;

ISLANDS TRUST
SATURNA ISLAND

LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE is hereby given that Saturna Island Local Trust Committee will hold a public
hearing on Proposed Bylaw No. 79 — cited as “Saturna Island Land Use Bylaw
No. 78, 2002, Amendment No. 3, 2002", for the purpose of allowing the public to
make representations to the Local Trust Committee respecting matters contained in
the proposed bylaw at 1:30 pm, Wednesday, November 26, 2003 at the Saturna
Island Community Hall, East Point Road, Saturna Island.

At the public hearing all persons who believe that their interests are affected by the
proposed bylaw shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present
written submissions respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaw.

Bylaw No. 79 — cited as “Saturna Island Land Use Bylaw No. 78, 2002,
Amendment No. 3, 2002”

In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 79 is to amend the Home
Occupation and Home Based Industry regulations and to amend the definitions of
“accessory” and “home based industry” in the Land Use Bylaw.

A copy of the proposed bylaw and any background material that may be considered
by the Trust Committee in respect of the proposed bylaw may be inspected at the
Islands Trust Office, #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, com-
mencing Wednesday, November 12, 2003

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 892(2)(e) of the Local
Government Act, additional copies of the proposed bylaw may be inspected at various
Notice Boards on Saturna Island, B.C., commencing Wednesday, November 12, 2003
and can also be viewed on the World Wide Web at the following URL:
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca and selecting Saturna Island / Bylaws / Proposed

Written submissions may be delivered to:
1. the office of the Islands Trust by mail at the #200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C.
V8R 1H8, or by Fax (250) 405-5155, prior to 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, November 25,

2. after 4:30 p.m, Tuesday 25, 2003, to the Trust committee at the Public Hearing
at 1:30 p.m., Wednesday, November 26, 2003.

All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments made in
response to this notice will also be available for public review.

Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaw may be directed to the Islands Trust Office,
Planner, at (250) 405-5158 or, for Toll Free access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC:
In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867.

NO REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE SATURNA ISLAND LOCAL
TRUST COMMITTEE AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING.

Kathy Jones
Deputy Secretary

B
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Participati fgﬁm the watershed dedication ceremonial signing Oct.

29 at the offices of Islands Trust are (back row) Bob Brawn, Salt
Spring Island Water Preservation Society Board member, David
Essig, Chair, Islands Trust, Eric Booth, Island Trustee, Bob Twaites,
SSIWPS President, Trevor Hutton, Manager, North Salt Spring
Island Waterworks; (front Row) Kevin Thompson, Chair, Channel
Ridge Properties Ltd., Tom Gossett, SSIWPS, Founder and
Secretary and Kimberley Lineger, Island Trustee.

NOVEMBER 2003

Channel Ridge Properties
Transfers Land for Preservation

firming that, following sub-division, will transfer ownership of

the final parcel of lands on Channel Ridge over to the Salt
Spring Island Water Preservation Society, according to Kevin
Thompson, chair of the Channel Ridge Properties Ltd. Board of
Directors. The documents include a conservation covenant that is
required by Salt Spring Island bylaws before the parcel can be subdi-
vided. '

“We are delighted to transfer ownership of this final installment
which completes our commitment of 272 acres in total,” Thompson
explained.

Channel Ridge Properties Ltd. signed documents Oct. 29 con-

Bob Twaites, president, Tom Gossett, secretary and Bob Brawn
represented the SSI Water Preservation Society at a signing ceremony
along with Salt Spring Island Local Trustees Kimberly Lineger and
Eric Booth. The ceremony was held at the offices of Islands Trust and
Linda Adams, director of Trust Area Services for Islands Trust, wit-
nessed signatures.

“Handing over the final acreage of the total parcel honors a commit-
ment made 17 years ago,” Twaites said. “Its conclusion means the land
will be protected in the watershed in perpetuity and this benefits all
residents of Salt Spring Island. ”

“Trails are among the permitted uses for watershed lands, so we can
assure everyone of access to these protected lands,” Gossett explained.

The final approval of the sub-division plan comes from the Ministry
of Transportation and it is anticipated that those documents together
with the necessary transfers will be registered in the next 30 days.

Advisory Design Panel Receives
CRP Master Development Permit

The Islands Trust Advisory Design Panel
received a draft Master Development Permit
Submission and design guidelines from Channel
Ridge Properties Ltd. at the panel’s most recent
meeting Nov. 5 at the Lions’ Hall.

Jim Moodie, the ADP’s planning consultant,
led the panel through the report, highlighting site
clearing, water management, parkland, the sus-
tainability strategy, design guidelines, traffic man-
agement, parking and ownership as areas which
will need further information and discussion.

“A lot of work has been done by Channel Ridge
Properties, but now we need details on many of
these issues,” Moodie said. “For example, we
have the traffic engineer’s report on the anticipat-
ed traffic during construction, but we will need an
expert report on the traffic management when the
community is built out.”

Moodie noted Salt Spring Island does not have
a tree-cutting bylaw and the owner does not need

the ADP’s permission to clear the site. He sug-
gested since Channel Ridge Properties would like
to begin to remove trees during the winter months,
the ADP members should be aware of that and the
owner may want to announce the activity to the
community generally.

Moodie pointed out that many topics of interest
fall under different jurisdictions, such as parkland
being the responsibility of Parks Arts Recreation
Commission (PARC); the Ministry of
Transportation and Highways must review exist-
ing roads and some ownership issues may be
impacted by the recommendations of the vacation
rentals sub-committee of Islands Trust.

“In the sustainability section, there are many
broad statements of principle, but now we need
details on how these sustainability strategies will

be implemented; how they will become reality,”
Moodie said.

The planning consultant described the process

by which the ADP can make changes to proposals
submitted by the owner.

“You can grant approvals subject to certain
changes, either through covenants or letters of
agreement,” Moodie explained. “For example,
access to trails has been identified as extremely
important to the community, so you may want to
use a covenant to make sure they are accessible to
everyone in perpetuity.”

Channel Ridge Properties architects John
Davidson, MAIBC and Stu Lyon, MAIBC, pre-
sented the proposed design and architectural fea-
tures for both the residential and commercial sec-
tions of the community and answered ADP mem-
bers’ questions about emergency road access, site
clearing plans and parks.

The next Advisory Design Panel meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 3.




A12 » WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2003

Construction Traffic Study

Recommends Mitigating Measures

recently completed study of the
Aanticipated construction traffic on

Channel Ridge has concluded that
traffic volumes will not increase signifi-
cantly and recommended a variety of mit-
igating measures to manage the traffic
during the construction of the Channel
Ridge development, according to Project
Manager Thomas Ivanore.

“We commissioned this study, produced
by ND Lea Consultants Ltd.
Transportation Engineers, to review the
existing traffic and to get their expert rec-
ommendations on how to best manage the
increased traffic during construction,”
Ivanore explained.

Julio Wong, P.Eng., principal author of
the report, stated that *“...added traffic vol-
umes due to construction traffic are not
significantly high, but there are other
associated impacts such as noise, vibra-
tion and fumes from the construction
trucks past existing lots.”

In terms of reducing noise and fumes,
Wong recommends that loaded trucks
minimize passing residential areas early in
the morning or late in the evening; that air
brakes are not used and trucks are not
overloaded. To manage the increased traf-
fic, the report advocates the use of effi-
cient trucks, on-site residences for con-
struction crews or a shuttle to the ferry in
Vesuvius, posting “Truck Turning” warn-
ing signs and using the route of

Channel Ridge Road via Sunset Drive

because of its gentler grade.

“The existing roads and intersections
can accommodate the expected construc-
tion traffic,” Wong said. “We also suggest
that alternatives for improving the inter-
section of Vesuvius Bay and Sunset Drive
be explor

The report estimates initial load hauling
from the construction site at about 500
tandem truckloads over a two-month peri-
od or an average of 12-15 loads per day.
“This is an average of one tandem load per
ferry sailing, but if some of the cut logs
can be sold locally then there would be no
need to transport them away on the ferry,”
Ivanore pointed out.

“It is our intention to balance the earth-
works through our site design in such a
way that there is a minimum of dirt and
rock to be removed or imported,” Ivanore
said. “In terms of the delivery of housing
construction materials, we estimate 4,200
tandem truck loads over a four-year peri-
od or an average of about four tandem
loads per day which is one load for every
two or three sailings from Crofton.”

A copy of the Channel Ridge
Construction Traffic Management Study
was submitted to the Advisory Design
Panel at its last meeting Nov. 5.
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With help from JJM Contractors personnel, Channel
Ridge Properties Ltd. Chair Kevin Thompson (left) has
a look at the new information kiosks being installed
last month at three entrances to the Channel Ridge
trails. The trails are open to all members of the pub-
lic daily from dawn until dusk and detailed maps are
available for trail users at the kiosks.

Ensuring Emergency Access

to Project

Manager

ccording 1
Thomas Ivanore, discussions are
underway with fire, police and

opment.

the site for emergency access to the devel-

CHANNEL RIDGE

emergency services on Salt Spring Island to
ensure the emerging site design addresses
the potential safety and emergency contin-
gencies.

“Discussions have been positive and
we’re confident the safety and emergency
needs of the new community can be met
within the Village Master Plan,” Ivanore
said. “Fire, police and emergency services
representatives have suggested the new
community can be served by an evacua-
tion/service road for their use.”

The Board of Channel Ridge Properties
Ltd. has agreed to use an existing road on

“We will use an existing road, formerly a
logging access road, and upgrade it for use
by emergency vehicles,” Ivanore said. “It
will be used during the construction and
afterward for any police, fire or ambulance
access, as well as emergency evacuation of
residents.”

In initial meetings, safety and emergency
services representatives also indicated pre-
liminary acceptance of the pedestrian-ori-
ented approach to streets and roads in the
Village, including bollarded areas and
emergency access along roadways surfaced
with gravel or reinforced turf systems,
Ivanore explained.
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Channel Ridge Design Team

Interprets Vlslons,

he Channel Ridge

Design Team includes

architects and design-
ers whose talents and skills
enable them to interpret the
client’s and stakeholders’
visions, resulting in a commu-
nity that meets the expectations
of today and suits the needs of
tomorrow.

ohn Davidson,
MAIBC, FRAIC

Born and raised in southern
Ontario, John Davidson, MAIBC,
FRAIC, is a partner in the Vancouver
firm of Davidson Yuen Simpson
Architects. He describes his heritage
as “a long line of lawyers” and there
was an expectation that he would join
his grandfather, father and uncle in the
family firm, but a love of art and an
aptitude for math and science led him
to a career in architecture instead.

He completed his undergraduate
degree in architecture at the
University of Toronto in 1967 and
married his high school sweetheart
Linda that same year. They lived in
Winnipeg for two years while Linda
finished her degree in occupational
therapy and Davidson worked for
Moody, Moorhead and Partners. In
1969, he applied to graduate school
and won a scholarship to the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology where he earned his MA
in 1971. Davidson points to his MIT
experience as “a wonderful opportu-
nity ...it opened my eyes to new ways
of thinking and exposure to creative
and thoughtful people representing
many backgrounds and many areas of
study.”

After the obligatory year of back-
packing through Europe, the
Davidsons settled in Toronto in 1972
where he landed a position with an
architectural firm that had offices in
Vancouver as well. Participation in
projects that took him to the West
Coast led to a permanent move to
Vancouver in 1977.

In 1982, Davidson launched his
own practice with partners Ron Yuen
and David Simpson.

“It was a terrible time in terms of
the economy, “ Davidson recalled.
“But everyone was in the same boat.
We started with seven people and
grew to abaut 20 in just a few years,

building a practwe that had quite a
broad base in housing, healthcare and
both private and public sector pro-
jects.

“Our partnership has lasted because
we each bring unique and comple-
mentary skills,” he explained. “Ron
loves the business development side
and working with community-based
projects; David is a brilliant designer
with strong roots in the corporate sec-
tor, while I have a lot of experience
with institutional work and the man-
agement skills to keep projects on-
track.”

Davidson Yuen Simpson’s work on
the Pacific Place Lands in the post-
EXPO era catapulted the firm into a
phase of community planning, con-
sultation and architectural work that
set a new direction and pace for
Vancouver and Canadian architecture.

“Pacific Place and False Creek have
drawn attention world-wide,”
Davidson said. “We were aware we
were breaking new ground and it was
very exciting. False Creek played out
brilliantly and I have to credit the City
of Vancouver council and planning
staff with having the vision and
courage to move forward on the pro-
ject. We conducted over 200 public
consultation meetings in 18 months to
make sure we met with all stakehold-
ers and interested individuals, and
provided the community with every
opportunity to participate in such a
significant community development.”

Davidson’s firm continued its work
with community planning, working
on such projects as Arbutus Ridge and
Crown Isle on Vancouver Island,
Gallagher’s Canyon in Kelowna,
Morgan Creek in South Surrey and
Furry Creek in Squamish.

“We have become very familiar
with the process of community devel-
opment and with the rules of land
planning, which helps a lot when we
approach a project like Channel
Ridge,” Davidson explained. “It is
very challenging to locate a legitimate
village on a blank slate when that kind
of growth usually takes much longer
and involves a more ‘organic’ process.
We need to get the mix right from the
beginning; the technical, the design,
the functional and the environmental
aspects all need to come together.”

Davidson’s firm is partnered with
Gomberoff Bell Lyon Architects Group
Inc., another Vancouver architectural
firm on the Channel Ridge project.
Davidson said this collaborative effort
is not unusual and actually preferable
on large and complex projects.

“Many projects are joint-ventured
and Channel Ridge particularly needs
lots of good minds, lots of varied
experience to generate the creative
thinking we’ll need to come up with
the best solutions,” he pointed out.
“Working with the community, the
planners and the regulators through-
out will lead to better results.”

Davidson keeps in shape by hiking,
skiing and playing hockey twice a

oncepts

Artist’s illustration of Three Corners, the proposed village
centre.

week in a senior men’s recreational
league. He and Linda have two grown
children; their son a mechanical engi-
neer in Ottawa and their daughter, an
interior designer in Vancouver.

Stuart Lyon,
MAIBC, MRAIC

A native of Vancouver, Stuart Lyon,
MAIBC, MRAIC, completed two
undergraduate degrees — one in art in
1974 and one in architecture in 1980 —
from the University of British
Columbia. For several years after uni-
versity, he worked with architectural
firms in the Lower Mainland includ-
ing Paul Merrick Architects and
Waisman Dewar Grout Carter
Architects and Planners. Lyon
launched his own practice in 1992 and
merged it into his current firm
Gomberoff Bell Lyon Architects
Group Inc. in 1998.

Lyon’s practice has involved many
affordable housing projects throughout
B.C. including Citygate on Main Street
in Vancouver and other developments
in Prince George, Penticton, Kelowna
and Dawson Creek. The firm has also
worked with large developers like
Polygon, Intracorp and Millennium
Developments on residential projects
like the “Lumiere” near Stanley Park,
which won the Urban Development
Institute’s Award for “Best High Rise
in BC” in 2002. Their restoration of
the ground floor in the historic
Province Building at 198 West
Hastings won a Gold Medal from the
Interior Design Institute of BC.

Lyon is currently the chair of the
Vancouver Urban Design Panel and a

past chair of the Delta Design Panel.
He sees his role in the Channel Ridge
project as an opportunity and a chal-
lenge.

“The challenge lies in building an
integrated community with seamless
connections between all the pieces,”
he pointed out. “The way people
move through the spaces and the
places; the opportunities for social
interaction, for commerce, for living,
for shopping — it’s important that the
entire experience be delightful,
beyond satisfactory.

“We want to use as many local
sources and products as possible to
reflect the Island and to have the
buildings ‘grow out’ of the Island,” he
explained. *It must age well and in
fact improve with age, so we will take
great care with the details of design
such as how the weather affects the
buildings, how the water hits them,
how the light interacts, how the win-
dows intersperse with the walls.”

Lyon said the Channel Ridge build-
ings and residences will be built with
great attention to energy consumption
and environmental concerns, as well
as careful integration with the water
reservoirs and green space throughout
the community.

“There are going to be wonderful
opportunities for overlook and
engagement with the on-site water
courses and retention basins,” Lyon
explained. “The very entrance to the
village will be defined by the sound of
tumbling water as it spills beneath the
stone entry bridge.”

The topography of the Channel
Ridge site is a challenge for building,
but a blessing in terms of final out-
comes, according to Lyon.

“The sloping topography of the site
means each individual unit has to be
‘dialed into’ the landscape in a unique
way, which means a lot more work,
but the wonderful result is a series of
400 unique homes,” he explained.
“There will be tremendous diversity
in housing design, view outlooks and
terrain in this community.”

Lyon has been married for 25 years
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Design Team (cont’d)

and has two children; a 17-year-old in
his last year of high school and a
daughter at UBC. A soccer coach for
many years, he also “knows the busi-
ness end of a hammer” and has reno-
vated several homes over the years.

Calum Srigley

Calum Srigley has a brochure that
describes him as “...an award-winning
designer, architectural visualizer and
illustrator who specializes in architec-
tural theming and placemaking.”
Asked to interpret that, he laughed and
obliged.

“I often bridge the gap between
what the developers imagine and the
architects produce,” he explained.
“With my architectural training and
my skills as an illustrator, I've devel-
oped the ability to listen, to observe, to
interpret and then present it all on a
visual level. It’s a success when I sit
quietly sketching through a long meet-
ing, everyone talking and arguing,
suggesting and debating, then I present
my illustration and there are several
shouts of, ‘That’s it! That’s exactly
what I was talking about!””

After graduating from Killarney
High School in Vancouver, Srigley
attended the BC Institute of
Technology and worked as an archi-
tectural technician in the Lower
Mainland before enrolling at the
University of Edinburgh’s School of
Architecture. He selected that school
because of its emphasis on drawing, a
more traditional approach that he still
favors today.

“l returned to Vancouver and
worked for architectural firms, often
using my illustration skills to ‘fill in
the blanks’ on building design,” he
said. “Then I hung my shingle out as
an illustrator in 1987 and the business
evolved into illustration, architectural
theming and concept development

through integration of ideas and styles.
It works best when I’m involved in a
project like Channel Ridge right from
the outset, so I can assist the creative
process by helping to create a sense of
place right away. If that is firmly
established, the other design pieces
fall into place more easily.”

Over the years, Srigley has worked
on a number of community develop-
ment projects including Copper
Mountain in Colorado, Mountain
Creek in New Jersey, Sandestin in the
Florida panhandle, Creekside in
Whistler and several projects in
Thailand. He sees Channel Ridge as a
fascinating opportunity.

“The solutions for Channel Ridge
are in aligning Salt Spring Island val-
ues and natural aesthetics with com-
pelling and marketable residences,
plus the infrastructure and services to
support the community,” he pointed
out. “It’s not impossible, but it’s not
easy. Creating a viable total commu-
nity is like putting together a big beau-
tiful puzzle.”

Srigley explained the “English vil-
lage™ notion that has been discussed.

“The reason we keyed on language
about an English village is because it
is less structured than say a Middle
American village or town which is
usually developed along a grid pat-
tern,” he said. “An English village is
very casual in structure and its rural
nature and the landscape it inhabits
dictates how it grows up. That’s what
we’re getting at with Channel Ridge.”

Srigley said he sees the theme for
Channel Ridge reflected in the agrari-
an roots of Salt Spring Island, the
topography of the site and the concept
of ‘back gardens.’

“We want to integrate ‘a garden in a
forest on an island,”” he said. “There
must be elements that create strong
indoor-outdoor relationships resulting
in a memorable place in which people
feel comfortable. We have to carry
these elements through the public
buildings and spaces as well as in the
residential designs. The success will
be dependent on providing spaces that
people can make their own. We
mustn’t ‘over design.’”

When he’s not busy with his colored
pencils, Srigley and his wife Kathie
ride horses, ski, snorkel and travel
with their children. He also collects
books on architecture and planning

and has one of the largest private
libraries on those subjects in
Vancouver.

David Ellis, MAIBC

The career of architect David Ellis,
MAIBC, has spanned three decades
and several continents with no signs of
waning. His energy and enthusiasm
for complex, integrated projects like
Channel Ridge seem to have increased
along with his resume.

Born outside of London in
Hertfordshire, Ellis was bundled off to
boarding school at the tender age of
10. After graduation, he “hadn’t a clue
what to do,” so he followed a friend
into the Manchester College of Art and
Design to study architecture. The
friend dropped out after six months,
but Ellis was smitten and became one
of only seven graduates out of an orig-
inal class of 34 to emerge from the
school’s inaugural year. He was regis-
tered as an architect in the UK in 1969
and promptly jumped on a plane to
visit his sister in Thunder Bay.

He stayed in Canada, working at a
Toronto architectural firm and “played
lots of rugby,” moved out west to
Vancouver, registered as an architect
in B.C. and then got a call to work in
Hawaii. He took his family to
Honolulu in 1972 and enjoyed the
work and the tropical lifestyle until the
oil crisis of 1974 resulted in layoffs of
over 60 per cent of the staff at the firm.
Ellis returned to Vancouver and began
work with the firm of Thompson
Berwick Pratt as the Coordinating
Architect for South False Creek, a
complex 700-unit, low-rise, inner-city
waterfront residential project that took
three years.

After a brief stint in England, by
1978 Ellis was back in Vancouver, this
time to work on the design and plan-
ning of the core village at Whistler,

Who will live next

The social fabric of the new develop-
ment on Channel Ridge will reflect Salt
Spring Island’s current demographics,
according to Channel Ridge Properties
Ltd. Chair Kevin Thompson.

“We have done quite a bit of informal
research on the Island and a lot of more
formal research using Statistics Canada
and some North American demographic
sources and basically, we think the new
neighborhoods will be very similar to
what you see on the Island today,”
Thompson explained. “Many current res-
idents came to Salt Spring incrementally

over years, first as holiday visitors, then
as part-time owners and finally, perhaps,
as full-time residents. Others had the
‘love-at-first-sight’ experience and
moved right away. Still others bought as
an investment and rent out the property,
maybe planning to come at a later date.”

The range of housing planned at
Channel Ridge should accommodate that
same range of tastes and lifestyles,
Thompson pointed out.

“We will have new, good quality hous-
ing in a range of sizes, character and

prices,” he said. “There will be services
and business opportunities in the village,
a pedestrian-orientation, an emphasis on
the surrounding natural beauty, a strong
support for the artisan and agrarian cul-
ture of the Island and a range of activities,
amenities and facilities for all ages.”

Thompson emphasized that “time
shares” are not in the plans.

“We do not intend to develop, own or
operate rental housing,” he said.
“Howeyver, in the same way as the rest of
Salt Spring Island, we do anticipate that

another three-year project. He created
the guidelines for the Main Street, the
Village and coordinated the work of all
the participating architects linking the
public spaces and streets to the archi-
tectural planning.

“I can’t imagine doing this type of
work without being an architect,” he
explained. “I use my training as an
architect every minute and projects
like Channel Ridge need that integra-
tion of knowledge and professional
disciplines. From the large vision to
the small scale details, it must all come
together to create a special place on
Salt Spring.”

Ellis followed his Whistler experi-
ence with a three-year period in
Australia, which included work on the
design of a huge and very successful
residential, mixed-use project on the
Gold Coast called Sanctuary Cove.
He returned to Vancouver and has
worked as an independent since the
early 1990s, with a focus on residen-
tial communities. Many recent pro-
jects have been in China and he has
made 10 trips there in the last seven
years.

“It is invaluable to have worked on
the original village at Whistler and on
South False Creek,” Ellis explained.
“] learned so much and developed
relationships and knowledge that
greatly inform the work I’'m doing on
Channel Ridge today. There’s no
question that it will be a challenge to
make it fit into the ground. We will
struggle with how to make it nestle
and we will have to bring a very inno-
vative, interesting approach to the pro-
ject. It must fit like a little farm. It
must ‘fit’ Salt Spring.”

Ellis pointed out that Channel Ridge
is “about intimacy with the ground and
scale.”

“People are less than two meters tall
so we all have an awareness of imme-
diate scale, space and size,” he said.
“We must connect anything we build
to the ground and connect these build-
ings and the ground to the people.”

- Ellis stays fit as an active member of
the Vancouver Rowing Club and exer-
cises his vocal chords as a member of
the 60-voice “Gentlemen of Fortune” a
cappella barbershop chorus. "

oor!

some of our purchasers will rent part of
their home or their entire home some, or
all the time.

“Likewise, the tenure structure of the
village homes will be primarily strata
ownership and the single-family home
lots outside the village will be primarily
fee-simple ownership,” Thompson said.
“And, of course, once someone has pur-
chased a home, they may live in it full-
time, part-time or not at all. They may
elect to rent it to others, to loan it out to
family or friends or keep it vacant.”
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A thumb’s down to the guy
standing in line at GVM who
made the wise-ass remark
when the cashier had trouble
figuring out the coupon dis-
counts for her customer, and
the customer insisted she dou-
ble check her work. Maybe
you should stop for a moment
before you pass judgment on
people using coupons. Maybe
there is a reason they use
coupons. I mean, didn’t you
notice she had a baby with
her? Maybe she is having
trouble making ends meet,
maybe she is a single parent,
maybe babies are expensive
to raise. Think before opening
your mouth! Maybe even ask
if you can lend a hand with
her groceries. Wouldn't that
be an act of kindness!

One thousand rants to the
people who live and camp in
the woods on Mount Belcher
and leave garbage, plastic,
chairs, metal, styrofoam, old
carpelts, tin and clothes, in the
forest.

Rants to people who walk
at night on the wrong side of
the road in dark clothing
without a light or reflective
device.

Rants to the owner of the
white storage trailer parked
opposite Thrifty Foods, which
is taking up four much-need-
ed parking spots. TL

Rants to the people who sit
and idle their vehicle engines,
especially waiting outside
schools and bus stops, and in
the ferry lineups. Remember
it is more efficient to turn off
your engine rather than idle it
for more than 10 seconds.

Rants to all the musicians
who complain about a lack of
paying gigs on Salt Spring
because most of them don’t
show up to support the live
music at the new paying
venues that are trying hard to
survive and promote live
entertainment.

I would like to give a spe-
cial thanks to a lady who
went out of her way to do an

unexpected thing. On

R

Saturday I was in the library
and found this awesome book
on Karsh. As [ waited in line
really excited, I impatiently
asked if I could sign it out
without a library card. I went
back to work and found out
nobody there had a library
card. As I gazed out the door,
in came a lady who had lis-
tened to our conversation in
the library. She put the Karsh
book on the counter and,
without saying a word, left. 1
was shocked and almost
cried. It was so thoughtful of
her to search the shelf for the
book and then find where I
was. Sometimes in life it’s the
little things that count and I'm
giving that lady a rose today.

A bouquet of Hallowe’en
treats to the man in the
cream-coloured sweater who
graciously donated some
change to the cost of the food
items I was picking up at
Barb’s Buns for the
RuggHuggers Hallowe’en
party. Hope you had a great
Hallowe’en!

A large bundle of roses to
Jan Jang for again organizing
a flea market to support
Fulford Hall. Much appreciat-
ed.

Roses to Brenda for lend-
ing me her housecoat and giv-
ing me socks while I was
waiting for the ferry in shorts,
a T-shirt and sandals in cold
weather.

Many thanks to the ladies
in the GVM lotto section for
keeping my wallet safe.

Roses to all those who
helped make the Therapeutic
Riding Association’s conces-
sion at the Fulford Flea
Market such a success: to
Bert and Lil for their soups,
Jim, David, Daphne and
Nikki as great servers, and
GVM for its support.

SES

GISS Teaching Garden.
You’ll all see the results in the

spring.

To Rita Dods for all the
home-baked goodies she
brings to our office.

A big bouquet of roses —
looking forward and back —
to Marilyn Marshall for her
unfailing dedication to the
education of children, parents
and the world!

A large bouquet of roses to
Hilary for meeting us at the
ferry terminal. PJ

A big bunch of roses to the
staff at the recycling depot for
helping my mother and, I'm
sure, many other seniors with
their recycling.

Roses to the staff at Curves
for considering my concerns
about the wording in “Points
to Ponder” and for doing an
all ‘round great job!

A red, scented rose for
Paris Haase for looking after
his friends on Hallowe'en
night.

A big bouquet of roses to
John and Debbie Cade of
Royal LePage for making the
purchase of our beautiful
home on Salt Spring possible.
Thank you for enduring all
our quirks, phone calls, faxes
etc. Thanks for going out of
your way to make a stressful
move very smooth.

Roses to the Gulf Islands
School District for putting up
“No Idling” signs around the
schools in the district. The
students thank you!

Roses to Jack Rosen at
Island Escapades for helping
out with sending soccer balls
to kids in Rupununi, Guyana.
You have helped make a lot
of kids very happy!

A big bunch of catnip to
Geoff Levy for building me
my winter palace! And a big
thank-you as well to Slegg
Lumber, Calypso Carpet and
the Cobbler for donating
materials to the project. Fritz,
the Cinema Cat.

We couldn’t send enough
roses of thanks to GVM and
Thrifty’s for their generous
donations of spring flowering
bulbs and perennials to the
rejuvenation project at the

A huge thanks to Chris,
who quietly follows me
around the island making sure
I am warm in the winter!
Many blessings on your big
heart.

I would really like to thank
the people who returned my
lost radio to the newspaper

office. It's very much appreci-

ated. It’s nice to know people
still take time from their busy
lives to help out others. TG
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November 13, 14, & 15

10:00am - 5:00pm

Name: JOHN M. MATHESON
537/538/653: 537
Occupation(s): Retired.
Hobbies: Mostly gardening
and golf.

Home finished/unfinished:
Finished.

Favourite people:
Members of Branch 92 Royal
Canadian Legion.
Favourite read: MaclLeans,
Readers' Digest, and newspa-
pers (including the
Driftwood).

Best thing about SSI:
Quiet way of life for our
seniors.

Worst thing about SSI: |
can't find anything to com-
plain about.

Best place to kiss on SSI7:
At my age — on the home-
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Even without aunts’ homes on travel route,
Britain offers acceptable places to sleep

Driftwood publisher Tony
Richards and his wife Alice
Richards spent the month of
September in Britain.
Following is the third in a
sertes of articles.

By TONY RICHARDS
Staff Writer

Travellers have a right to be
fussy about their accommoda-
tion, particularly when they’re
paying in the neighbourhood
of $150 for a place to be com-
fortable for the night. And
that’s what you’ll end up pay-
ing in Britain.

My favourite place to stay
is with any one of my aunts,
of which I have a few in some
rather nice locations — cen-
tral Wales being one and the
Isle of Arran in Scotland
being another.

But barring the presence of
aunts in your chosen destina-
tions, you can rest assured
that the bed and breakfast is

as ubiquitous in Britain as it is
on Salt Spring Island.

During three and a half
weeks in September, we used
with some satisfaction a
booklet entitled Bed and
Breakfast Select, a listing of
hundreds of B&Bs which
have been individually tested
by the authors.

For the most part we
booked the night’s accommo-
dation first thing in the mormn-
ing after planning our travels
for the day.

This didn’t always work
out. On one occasion we
found ourselves in the city of
Dorchester, wandering around
at six in the evening looking
for a place to stay.

The local tourist informa-
tion office was closed by then
(and these offices provide an
excellent booking service for
a small fee all over Britain),
SO We Were on our own, our

thoughts beginning to turn to
the distasteful prospect of
sleeping in the car.

However, we soon located
a nice-looking little hotel in
the centre of town. Alice went
in to inquire about a room.
She returned a few minutes
later with the news that they
had a room at the princely rate
of $185.

She had also been as bold
as to ask where we might put
the car for the night. The
manager’s pompous reply
almost sent us off in search of
something else.

“Madame,” he stated, “this
hotel was built before the
invention of the combustion
engine.”

But we were tired and it
was a quiet street. Besides, the
manager, having warmed a
little, assured us there was lit-
tle crime in Dorchester.

One of the more memo-

rable places we found was a
17th-century cottage in
Monmouth, south Wales. We
stayed there a few nights,
wanting to explore the Brecon
Beacons and the Wye Valley,
and enjoy our own cooking
for a change.

This, of course, was one of
those vacation rentals which
we despise so much here, or
self-catering cottages as they
are known in Britain. Situated
on an old farmstead, it was
delightful, and cost us less
than the average bed and
breakfast.

Many B&Bs are located on
working farms and we
thought we’d try one. It was
comfortable enough, but we
never saw the farmer himself,
who was off to do his chores
by 5 a.m. His wife, mean-
while, had a harried look
about her as she coped with
half a dozen guests for break-

fast, along with a house full of
children. She had little time
for conversation.

Our worst experience was
in a place we booked through
the tourist information office
in Canterbury. They found
what we understood to be a
17th-century home in a little
village up the road. It tumed
out to be a 1970s vintage
home built around a 17th-cen-
tury dining room. What little
décor our room had was
bland and tasteless.

Not only that, an amorous
couple were going about their
business with youthful enthu-
siasm when we walked past
their (thin) door at five in the
afternoon. The squeaky bed
and the cries of delight could
be heard from some distance.

The biggest challenge
locating accommodation was
faced before we had even left.
We wanted to have a hotel

room waiting for us when we

* arrived in London. I spent

hours reviewing hotels on var-
ious websites, hormified at the
prices and fearful of what any
one of them might be like.

I'm fussy: the bed has to be
firm, the window must open
and I won't abide noisy par-
ties in nearby rooms. Luckily,
we found what we wanted in
the Radisson Edwardian in
Bloomsbury. It was a little
warm, being an old hotel with
no air conditioning, but its
location was perfect, near the
British Museum and within
walking distance of the the-
atre district.

We slept as soundly as we
did on any night with my dear
aunts, the chief differences
being that they charged about
$250 less and gave us excel-
lent company. One cannot
have too many aunts in
Britain.

Just call me unsuitable

“I had spent the whole
of my savings . . . on a suit
for the wedding — a
remarkable piece of appar-
el with lapels that had been
modelled on the tail fins of
a 1957 Coupe de Ville and
trousers so copiously flared
that when I walked you
couldn’t see my legs move.”
— Bill Bryson

Okay, men — the jig is
up. Abandon your sweats
and mothball your Levis.
Trot your sneakers and T-
shirts down to the
Salvation Army Thrift
Shop for the delectation of
society’s more desperate
and less discriminating
dressers.

For those of us who are
au courant and in the know,
comfort is out. Men’s suits
are officially back in style.

Recently, the “Style”
section of the Globe and
Mail ran a whole feature on
how men will shortly be
abandoning the casual look
for the more traditional
two- and three-piece gar-
ment that ruled white-col-
lar dress codes for most of
the last century. Moreover,
that journal of foppery,
Gentleman’s Quarterly,
concurs.

GQ’s style arbiters rec-
ommend a “minimum”
wardrobe of three suits
plus an ensemble of blaz-
ers, sports coats and assort-
ed trousers to mix and
match.

So there it is, guys.
Nothing for it but to go out
and surrender to the first
clothier you see. Let him
drape and encumber you
with swatches of Hugo
Boss and Armani while
backroom gnomes jab
straight pins into your
wrists and ankles and rude-
ly measure your inseam.

Oh, yeah — and don’t
forget to pick up a half a
dozen ties, too. Shouldn’t
set you back more than,
say, a grand — maybe 15
hundred bucks?

Excuse me while I laugh
hysterically.

This menswear edict gets

trinmnatad fram tha sam

parts every year about this
time. The fashion fascists
send out a spokesman to
announce the death of
“active sportswear,” as it’s
called, and to herald the
resurrection of “the suit.”

And every year, a crush-
ing majority of North
American males blithely
ignore the decree and go on
wearing their Polos and
turtlenecks, Dockers and
tennis shoes.

Every autumn some
Style Stalinist tries to
round us up and rein us in,
like a schoolmarm with an
unruly class. Fun’s fun,
they sniff, but the time has
come to put away our
dowdy duds, form up in
orderly rows and dress like
proper gentlemen.

Ain’t gonna happen,
folks. Oh, we’ll each hang
on to an emergency suit for
weddings and funerals, and
of course the boys on Bay
Street won’t abandon their
capitalist monkey uniforms
anytime soon, but for the
rest of us, men’s clothing
options have just become
too damned comfortable —
especially compared to the
suit.

The men’s suit was
always a profoundly stupid
idea — too hot in summer;
pathetically inadequate in
the face of a Canadian win-
ter; and too bewildering all
the time. Are lapels wide or
narrow this year? How
many buttons per sleeve?
Are vented jackets back in?
How about flared trousers?
To cuff or not to cuff?

And where do you put
your wallet, car keys, note
pads and cell phone with-
out making yourself look
like a walking bag of wal-
nuts?

For those who would
argue that the business suit
conveys a sense of authori-
ty and purpose, I have just
two words: Jerry and
Seinfeld.

It was Seinfeld who
observed: “The suit is the
universal business outfit for
men. I don’t know why
people think it projects this

imamca nf maoran

“We’'d
better do
what this
guy says,
his pants
match his jacket!”

For me, the concept of
business-suit-as-Superman-
cape was vaporized forever
by a fellow named Chip
Young, a freelance writer I
knew many years ago in
Toronto. Chip was known
for three things: good writ-
ing, his silk-and-honey
Tennessee accent, and the
fact that he never, ever
wore a suit and tie.

Not that he was a slob.
Chip wore clean, pressed
duds, but they leaned
towards the sweaters and
slacks end of the sartorial
spectrum.

Which was unusual back
then — reporters and writ-
ers were expected to “dress
up” for interviews or press

WIT&
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conferences. I remember
the time Chip showed up at
the door of the Premier’s
office in the Ontario
Legislature for a pre-
arranged interview. Chip
was wearing khakis, a Polo
shirt and a windbreaker. An
officious minion from the
Premier’s office stood in
the doorway, looked him
up and down with uncon-
cealed disdain and asked
him what he wanted.

“Ah’m heah to interview
the Premier,” said Chip
mildly.

“What?” huffed the min-
ion, “Dressed like THAT?"

Chip smiled his lazy
Tennessee smile and said,
“Ah can affoad to dress like
this. What’s yoah excuse?”

ﬁ% Dr. Alda Blanes

. Chiropractor

290 Churchill Road
537-8896

30+ Years Combined
Real Estate Excellence
Buyers and Sellers Agents

Best price possible!

Best service
imaginable!

We promise...
DONNA REGEN cca

expectexcellence@
saltspring.com

KERRY CHALMERS

kerrychalmers@
saltspring.com

Pager 1-800-731-7131
www.gulfislandsrealestate.com

the most up to date real estate website for SSI

RE/MAX Realty of Salt Spring Island
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Canada

Agri-Food Canada

Agriculture et
Agroalimentaire Canada

ATTENTION FARMERS

Did your farm income drop in 2003?

You may qualify for an advance through Producer Assistance 2003.
This is a transition measure until new business risk management
programming is fully in place for 2003.

To be eligible, you must have completed six months of farming activity
and a production cycle in your 2003 fiscal year.

For more information
and to get your application form,
call toll-free 1-866-367-8506
or visit the Web site at
www.agr.gc.ca/producerassistance2003
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WELCOMING SMILES: Debbie Wrate, right, takes over local Welcome Wagon
duties from Marlie Kelsey, left, who has become Vancouver Island area manager
for the Welcome Wagon organization.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

Debbie Wrate takes reins
of island Welcome Wagon

With promotion of
Marlie Kelsey to
Vancouver Island area
manager for Welcome
Wagon, Salt Spring has a
new representative.

From her community
involvement and years of
working as a travel agent
and now at the Mouat’s
office, Debbie Wrate is a
familiar face to islanders.

Now she will be one of
the first people new resi-
dents meet on the island,
and a friendly visitor for
new parents and brides-to-
be.

“I love to meet new peo-
ple,” said Wrate of her
decision to accept Kelsey’s
offer of the position.

And since doing the
rounds together, Wrate has
felt great about taking on
the task, even if she has
big shoes to fill.

“Marlie is a very good
ambassador for the com-
munity. I was really
impressed,” said Wrate.

“You’re helping peo-

ple,” said Kelsey. “That’s a
big part of it.”

Welcome Wagon hosts
also encourage people to
volunteer and to support
the local economy.

Kelsey said Welcome
Wagon visits an average of
eight to 10 new families
per month and between
one and four families with
newborns.

Less known so far is the
Welcome Wagon bridal
basket.

Wrate is inheriting a top-
notch Welcome Wagon
system, with baskets that
have achieved national
recognition.

“We have the ninth
largest basket in Canada,”
said Kelsey, “and have had
the biggest baby basket in
Canada for several years.”

Basket recipients and
other Welcome Wagon
groups have marvelled at
the generosity of the Salt
Spring business communi-
ty.
At least 42 sponsors par-

arvid unglued

a 15 year perspective
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ticipate, she noted.

Salt Spring’s Welcome
Wagon organization has
also been honoured as the
best in western Canada,
and it’s that kind of suc-
cess that led to Kelsey’s
promotion to Vancouver
Island area manager.

“I’ll be out there signing
up new sponsors and open-

ing up areas;,” she
explained.

Kelsey will remain living
on Salt Spring.

The Welcome Wagon
organization celebrates 75
years of operation in 2005.
While it was initiated in
the United States, it has
been a 100 per cent
Canadian group since the
1970s, said Kelsey.

Anyone wanting a
Welcome Wagon visit
should call Wrate at 537-
5071. Others can also
make referrals if they
know of someone who
qualifies to receive a bas-
ket.

Residents
asked to
declare
gas cans

Islanders shouldn’t be
alarmed if B.C. Ferries
ticket booth staff ask if
they are carrying contain-
ers of gasoline onto fer-
ries.

The company is con-
cerned about safety, not
where islanders are buy-
ing their gas.

This isn’t a new ques-
tion, said B.C. Ferry
Services communications
officer Stephen
Nussbaum.

“It probably should
have been done all the
time,” he said. “It’s not so
much a matter of not
being able to take it, but
declaring it and having it
in the right container so
that it’s safe.”

Under the 1985
Transportation of
Dangerous Goods (TDG)
Act, individuals must
declare all dangerous
goods at the terminal tick-
et booth or to a ferry offi-
cer.

Each driver can trans-
port up to 25 litres of
additional gasoline in a
spare container. Foot pas-
sengers aren’t allowed to
carry gasoline on board.

Nussbaum said ferry
staff need to know if addi-
tional gasoline is on
board.

“People should declare
it so we can separate it
from other cargo and so
we can load the vessels
safely,” he said.

Random checks are
done at the terminal.

“[Ferry workers] should
be checking on a regular
basis,” said Nussbaum.
“They don’t necessarily
check everyone but one or
two randomly. It is a
responsibility of our cus-
tomers to- make us aware
if they’re carrying gas.
The captain knows what
he has aboard in case of
an emergency.”
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! Clip Chloe’s coupon & save 10" games
§ Salt Spring Books
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INDEPENDENT CONCRETE LTD.
Ph: 250-478-0555
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a SIDNEY TRAVEL & CRUISE > |

REG. #3694-5
SERVICE LTD.

AT THE LANDMARK
#105-2506 Beacon Ave,, Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y2

*Your full service travel agency * Exciting cruises & great destinations
+ Business travel & holiday vacations
+ Travel insurance available for peace of mind

Call
(250) 656-0905 or 1-800-223-5256

PUBLIC AUCTION

OF FINE PERSIAN & ORIENTAL CARPETS

DEFAULT JUDGEMENT

COURT ORDER

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
REGISTRY NO. S065779

Examples
of inventory:

Fine silk & wool masterweaves,
unique tribal &
village rugs, sun washed Baluchis,
Mori Kirman, Bokharas, investment
calibre, Bidjar, Heriz, Kashan,
Kashmiri, Khan Mohammadi,
Isphahan, Qum, Haldaris, Multan,
Sultanabad, Uzbek, Tea washed
Jaipur, Vegetable dyed Agras,
dining & living room sized carpets,
runners and many more in
small to large sizes.

DATE: MONDAY, NOV 24, 2003

TIME: AUCTION @ 7PM,
VIEWING @ 6PM

LOCATION: ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION,
120 BLAINE ROAD

CASH, VISA, M/C, AMEX, 15% BUYERS PREMIUM, PLUS GST & PST
TO BE ADDED, ALL SALES FINAL, NO REGISTRATION FEE. ITEMS
SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALES, ERRORS & OMISSIONS. LICENSED &
CONTRACTED AUCTIONEERS, SOME ITEMS SUBJECT TO RESERVE.
BUCKINGHAM AUCTIONS LTD. 604-538-3084
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GE food
survey

at GVM,
Thrifty’s

Islanders’ feelings on
Genetically Engineered
Foods (GEFs) will be polled
at two local grocery stores
over the next few weeks.

Saltspringers for Safe
Food — a group that
encourages informed con-
sumer food choices — will
be conducting brief con-
sumer surveys on GEFs at
both Ganges Village Market
and Thrifty Foods during
November.

The purpose of the survey
is to determine the level of
shoppers’ awareness and
concern over GEFs on Salt
Spring.

The group hopes that col-
lection of this kind of local
data will assist Salt Spring
food distributors and pro-
ducers with their future buy-
ing and growing decisions.

The group plans to poll
400-600 consumers, whose
assistance and cooperation
will be greatly appreciated.

Saltspringers for Safe
Food has extended thanks to
GVM and Thrifty Foods for
their “ongoing support and
cooperation.”

Trust Council sets Dec. agenda

REACHING FOR ROCK: Jasper Snow Rosen climbed
all seven summits at The Wall’s marathon Sunday.

Photo by Carey Rudisill

Climbers go to great heights
at marathon fundraising event

By CAREY RUDISILL
Staff Writer

Participants in The Wall’s
third annual climbing
marathon on Sunday scaled
what some might call a large
mountain.

Meredith Knox, director of
youth  services  with
Community Services, said
participants in Sunday’s
marathon climbed 41,000 feet.

“We climbed Everest and
then some,” she said.

Knox wanted residents
to come out and climb
over 142,000 feet (43,000
metres), the equivalent of
the highest summits on
seven continents, in hopes
of raising money to pay
for the wall’s higher

insurance costs.

The event, however, ended
up being more about pro-
moting the space as a place
to stay fit and have fun.

“We didn’t raise any
money. The climbers were
all people involved in The
Wall,” said Knox.

Eleven-year-old Jasper
Snow Rosen climbed all
seven summits marked
inside The Wall from
Everest to Kilimanjaro.

Seven-year-old Alexander
Graham won a one-year
membership for the wall for
climbing the most feet.

“He climbed 13,200 feet.
His parting shot was ‘I could
climb another 1,000 feet,””
said Knox.

Thinking of Moving to the Nanaimo-Parksville area?

You’ll like our Real Estate prices.
Contact me (former Salt Spring Islander)
for Real Estate information toll free
at 1-866-668-0455 or
bbetts@remaxofnanaimo.com

BRIAN BETTS

RE/MAX of Nanaimo
#1-5140 Metral Drive

Jack Rosen came in a
close second at 13,000 feet,
while Nigel Elliot got the
most points for the fewest
climbs.

Knox said residents’
awareness of the wall is
increasing despite the low
turn-out on Sunday.

“We have had more peo-
ple coming into The Wall
and sold several year mem-
berships lately,” she said.
“Part of raising money is
getting more: people coming
in.”

Knox and volunteers from
The Wall plan to hold a
climbing competition in
January.

“It’Il1 be a much bigger
affair,” she said.

AY)

Islands Trust Council has
released the schedule for its
next quarterly meeting, set
for December 3-5 in
Victoria.

Session topics include the
Trust area governance
renewal proposal, an update
on Parks Canada’s national
marine conservation area,
discussions with
Agricultural Land
Commission representatives
about the Trust assuming
some decision-making

authority, and the Trust’s
annual budget planning ses-
sion.

As explained by Salt
Spring trustees Eric Booth
and Kimberly Lineger at the

Lions Hall town hall meet-
ing on Saturday, council will
look at introducing a differ-
entiated property tax rate to
shift the burden of Trust
taxes somewhat from larger
islands with higher-assessed
properties to smaller islands.

The popular town hall
segment of the meeting,
where members of the pub-
lic can informally address
the Trust area’s 26 trustees
and senior staff on topics of
concern, runs from 10:30 to
11:30 a.m. on Friday,
December 5.

Delegations can make for-
mal five-minute presenta-
tions following the town
hall.

To reserve delegation
time, people should forward
requests to the corporate
secretary, including the sub-
ject, name and address of
the speaker, to the Islands
Trust Victoria office, #200,
1627 Fort St., Victoria, B.C.,
VS8R 1HS8; fax (250) 405-
5155; e-mail
information @islandstrust.bc
.ca by 4:30 p.m., Monday,
November 24.

A detailed schedule is
available from the Trust
office or on the website:
www.islandstrust.bc.ca.

Copies of the governance
renewal proposal are also
available through Trust
offices and on the website.

Students
and budding
young writers...

The deadline for our annual writing
contest 1s Friday, November 28. Win a cash
prize for a story of up to 500 words about
Christmas or the Christmas Season.

* Write a story of 500 words or less whose topic relates to Christmas
or the Christmas season.

R G e AT ]
grior will Hg spoitlassd
Steam cleaning from $60
Fall interior cleaning from $110

» Exterior Wax & Polish * Engine Shampooing
» Hand Washes * Paint Protection

SALT SPRING ISLAND
CAR WASH & DETAILING
537-1180

347 I;EJper Ganges Rd.
(at Salt Spring Mini Storage)

Call Nathan
for estimates and
an appointment

- Advertise your car,
~ boat, truck, trailer, RV
' or motorcycle for sale
”| for up to 8 weeks!

¢ 20 words
* 1 vehicle per ad
* Pre-paid, non-refundable
¢ Private party

* Maximum 8 weeks

%

|
)d 537-9933 e b

* All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to Grade 12 are eligible.

« Stories will be judged by retired teachers and librarians on quality
of writing, clarity of presentation and originality of theme.

*» Winning entries will be published in the Driftwood in December.

* The name, age, address and telephone number of the writer must
be written on the back of each entry. v

+ Send entries to the Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring
Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to driftwood @ gulfislands.net or fax

to 250-537-2613.

* For more information, call 250-537-9933,

Teachers:

We'll award a cash donation of $100 on behalf

of the class with the highest participation level |

to the charity of their choice!
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WHEEL DONATION: Gordon Ford passes on his OK Tire contest winnings to
Lady Minto Hospital Foundation president Wendy Shea Friday.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

Ford donates winnings to
Minto hospital foundation

While Salt Spring resident Gordon Ford
had his name drawn in an OK Tire Store
contest, the real winner is the Lady Minto

Hospital Foundation.

Ford was one of 40 nationwide $1,000
winners in the Canada Cash Giveaway
Contest — and one of two from the Duncan

OK Tire Store.

But the hospital foundation ended up as
beneficiary since the contest asked winners
to present the $1.000 to a charity of their

choice.

Ford has long been a supporter of Lady
Minto Hospital, which influenced the deci-

Spring.

sion for he and wife Lucy to move to Salt

Foundation president Wendy Shea said she

was thrilled to receive the donation.

“Thanks to the generosity of donors such
as Mr. Ford, the foundation has been able to
begin construction on the expanded operat-

ing room and palliative care suite, has pur-

chased a new anaesthetic machine, and
helped to provide state-of-the-art laboratory
and surgical equipment. All of these

improvements would not be possible without

community support,”’
dation press release.

notes a hospital foun-

Psychic skills and intuition
boosted by Goode workshop

Islanders are invited to
spend a weekend opening
themselves “to ways of sens-
ing and knowing the world”
in a transformative work-
shop with Sage Goode.

A Wiccan priestess and
teacher, Goode returns to
Salt Spring November 21-
23 to offer a workshop at
Beaver Point Hall titled
Awakening Psychic Skills.

As explained in a press
release, “the workshop will
give participants the oppor-
tunity to practise skills and

techniques for engaging
with the psychic, spirit and
energy realms. For the
beginner, this is a safe and
supportive environment to
discover one’s intuitive
self. Others with more
experience will be able to
deepen their psychic
awareness.”

Many people don’t trust
their intuition and psychic
understanding, notes the
release.

“In our overall society,
intuitive skills are denied

and unsupported.”

Awakening Psychic Skills
is part of an ongoing series
called Witching Our World
Awake (WOWA), which is
offered periodically on Salt
Spring Island.

For more information on
the weekend workshop or
the ongoing WOWA series,
contact Angelique at 537-
2021 or sacredcreation@hot-
mail.com.

Workshop space is limit-
ed, so people should register
early.

Volunteers keep Soup’s On
simmering on front-burner

It’s hard to say whether
it’s been government cut-
backs or a chilly November
cold-front that's been
responsible for pushing up
attendance at the local
Soup’s On free-lunch pro-
gram offered at All Saints
By-the-Sea.

But the numbers of hun-
gry people have been grow-
ing again recently, from as
few as 40 a few weeks ago,
up to 60 or 70 a week now,
said coordinator Janet
Murray.

“It’s free lunch for any-
one who wants it.”

She organizes a group of
45 volunteers into a rotat-
ing schedule to cook up
soups and sandwiches for
islanders from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Thursdays.

“We get all sorts of peo-
ple. They’re all here,”
Murray said.

She sees older people,
younger people and single
moms with babies.

“There are a lot of people
who are quite marginal-
ized.”

And some
islanders need even more
than a meal, she said.

“My understanding is
that there are people who
are camping and there are
some people living in trail-
ers without heating.”

Each week, volunteer
cooks concoct two pots of
soup and slice nine loaves
of bread into sandwiches.

“We always have egg
sandwiches because they
are a low-cost protein . . .
The cooks have learned
how to economize.”

But the group also sees
tuna and cheese sandwiches
to add variety.

There’s almost always a
vegetarian soup to suit
island palates, while -a sec-
ond soup often includes
meat, she said

“Last week it was a
hearty potato barley, the
week before it was a popu-
lar Chinese vegetable.
Some weeks we have pea
soup with or without ham.”

Coffee is also available
and most of the lunch visi-
tors stay for the whole time,
she said.

“The real emphasis is to
make it home-like and have
a family feel to it.”

Soup’s On has been pro-
viding lunches once a week
for three years but it would
be difficult to expand their
operation to meet growing
need, Murray said.

“At this stage we are lim-
ited by our volunteers.”

Most volunteers are over
65 years old and some are
more than 80, she said.

“It’s a big commitment to
people.”

The local Anglican
Church also collects food
for the food bank and
Murray noted that other
island churches provide
similar services.

Asked how churches will
respond to the first wave of
welfare cuts slated for
April, Murray was appre-
hensive.

“I think the churches are
doing quite a bit . . . Unless
we get more volunteers, we
can’t look at expanding.”

i richard j. wey & associates

Y Tand

Richard J. Wey BcLs

Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys
Subdivision Planning

The Oakville-Suite 106-9717 Third St., Sidney, BC V8L 3A3
Telephone (250) 656-5155 » Fax: (250) 656-5175

surveying

1hcC.

hungry

Dr. Teresa Strukoff, B.Sc., N.D. |
NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIAN

® Clinical Nutrition

B Botanical Medicine

B Homeopathy %
B Chinese Medicine & Acupuncture |
m Lifestyle Counseling

The Salt Spring Health Centre

130 McPhillips Ave.

Salt Spring Island, BC

To book an appomlment phone: 537-3220 / tstrukoffi@hotmail.com

2062 Hen
Sidney, B.

Avenue W.
.VBL 1Y5

1SYOUR WELL WATER sare 10 DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test » Results in 24 hours
Be Safe » Test Annually!

MB LABS

656-1334

S.P.C.A. 9* Annual

(" Sharon’s Country Home
is now featuring the “Wellness Home’
Give yourself and your family
the very best in life’s basic needs!
Optimal WATER:

ultra-filtered re-mineralized water at a fraction of
the cost of bottled water

Ultimate SLEEP:
beds, pillows, comforters etc.
using advanced sleep technology for increased
energy and reduced stress

Cleaner AIR:

the most advanced AIR filtration system
* And much much more...
Think “optimum wellness”
Come in and see for yourself

Sharon’s Country Home

Kitchens #» Baths # Decorating # Furniture

AT GRACE POINT SQUARE 537-4014

L

& Salt Spring Island Community Services
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
537-9971
il ALL OF OUR SERVICES ARE FREE

E 24 HR. CRISIS LINE: Dial 0 and ask for ZENITH 2262 (no charge).
Caller is connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

* EMERGENCY FOOD BANK: Open Tuesday 11-3.

* COUNSELLING SERVICES: Crisis and short-term counselling provided by
Community Workers.

* ALCOHOL & DRUG PROGRAM: Prevention & treatment service is free
& confidential,

* FAMILY PLACE: PARENT & CHILD DROP IN - Monday closed,
Tuesday 9-1, Wednesday 1-4, Thursday 9-1 - walk in Mouat Park
10-11am followed by Family Place Drop In and smack, Friday 10:30-2:30,
Rughuggers 11-1pm. Family Place Coordinator Rona Robbins,
M. Ed. Counselling by appointment 537-9176.

* RECYCLE DEPOT: Open Tuesday - Saturday from 10:00am-5pm,
349 Rainbow Rd., 537-1200.

* COMMUNITY WELLNESS PROGRAMS COORDINATOR: Call Sharon
Glover at 537-4607.

* Emergency Mental Health Services available: 4pm to midnight. Access
is available through the Emergency Rm at Lady Minto Hospital call: 538-4840

GOODS &
SERVICES
AUCTION

Saturday November 15th
MEADEN HALL - The Legion

Doors open at 6:00 pm - Auction starts at 7:00 pm

something for everyone
pottery and local crafts
culinary delights

art and entertainment

AR entry fee gets you a delicious dessert & the opportunity
to bid on some great items. Come and have FUN!
Funds raised support our spay/neuter, vaccination, and adoption programs.

Thanks for caring:
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Pear tree awaits
its winter visitor

He al-
w ays
comes
back to the
same pear
I el
attracted, I
assume, to
its sweet sap. Due to his
devotion, the pear’s trunk is
neatly decorated with row
after row of drill holes made
by his tiny mallet of a beak.

CAMOUFLAGED: This
red-breasted sapsucker is
tough to spot as it sits on
the trunk of a local tree.

Photo by Jonathan Grant

The tree is old and strong;
the annual autumn drilling
doesn’t seem to bother it. My
pal probably contributes to
the tree’s health by dining on
insects that would bore into
the wood a great deal further
than he.

This little guy, of course, is
a red-breasted sapsucker. The
drill holes he’s installed in
the pear tree act as wells,
which fill with sap, attracting
insects and therefore serving
him as both entree and
dessert.

Apparently hummingbirds
will dine at sapsucker wells,
too, although I've yet to wit-
ness that.

OUR BETTER
NATURE

WITH LINDA CANNORN

The red-breasted sapsucker
is a small woodpecker, only
about eight inches long.
Sapsuckers are dressed in the
usual British Columbia black
and white woodpecker uni-
form, with the exception of a
startling scarlet head and
chest.

These are shy, quiet birds,
uncommon winter visitors to
the Gulf Islands, and you’ll
be lucky to see one. Their
summers are spent in the
Interior, and most sapsuckers
returning to the Gulf Islands
and southern Vancouver
Island begin to do so in early
September.

I’'m hoping my particular
sapsucker, as others, left the
Interior before the forest fires
started. Not much has been
said about the Interior’s for-
est fires’ damage to wildlife
and wildlife habitat, as we’ve
all been concentrating on the
loss of human homes.

‘We need to realize, howev-
er, that these fires destroyed
wildlife homes too, and win-
tering birds moving through
and into the area as well as
next spring’s birds migrating
back will be out of luck. All

~will be forced to seek new

territories in a neighbourhood
already shrinking due to our
human needs.

This is true also for the
mammals, amphibians,
insects and reptiles that lived
there and had no warning
system or evacuation plan to
aid them and their families,
and therefore many must
have perished.

Toy depot, pick-up set

Santa’s Workshop has a new home, thanks to the generosi-
ty of the OAP group at Central Hall.

Santa Bob Appleton and chief elf Judy Willett are gearing
up for sorting toys in their new space.

Families wishing to register for toys may pick up registra-
tion forms from Salt Spring Community Services or from the
youth and family counsellors Jamie Alexander and Trish
Nobile, or from Maryanne Benwood or Norma Thompson.

Toys are provided for children aged 14 and younger.

This year families will be able to pick up their toys from
Central Hall on December 18 or 19 between 10 a.m. and 4

p-m

Islanders wanting to donate new or very gently used toys

to Santa’s Workshop can drop them off at Pharmasave,
GVM, Mouat’s and the North Salt Spring Waterworks
District office beginning November 15.

Home Theatre & Audio

SALES & INSTALLATION

G@uantum‘
Audio & Video Systems

COMPETITIVE

construction
~-10 years experience

RUNCO
LEXICON
NN = DENON
JM LABS
HITACHI
TOSHIBA
SONANCE
ANTAGE * NILES

A
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AUTOGRAPHED COPY: salt Spring’s newest
author, Richard Moses, signs his book By Degrees at
a launch party held Saturday in the ArtSpring

lounge. Photo by Derrck Lundy

PAUL B. JOYCE

Barrister & Solicitor

*REAL ESTATE & MORTGAGES+
*JCBC & PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMSe
*WILLS & ESTATES « OTHER LEGAL SERVICES-

265 Don Ore Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2H5

Tel: 537-4413 Fax: 537-5120

Fabulous fungi
featured at talk

Residents interested in
picking mushrooms out-
doors rather than from a
supermarket display can
learn more about the fungi at
Lions Hall on Friday
evening.

The slide show and talk
will be given by mycologist
Bryce Kendrick, and is
sponsored by the Salt Spring
Island Conservancy (SSIC).

As part of the group’s
Tourist in Our Own
Backyard series, the talk
also includes a walk on
Saturday, but it is already
full.

SSIC
Committee chair

Education
Jean

Gelwicks said the talk and
walk program has been an

effective way to educate
people about nature.

“People are so interested
in mushrooms we could do
it every other year,” she said.

Gelwicks said she’s
pleased to have Kendrick
come to the island as a
speaker.

“He’s very interested in
education. He's given a lot
of talks at all levels to get
people excited and keen
about mushrooms,” she said.

Kendrick has studied
fungi for 45 years and writ-
ten over 300 publications
and several books.

The talk will be held from
7-9 p.m. with a suggested $5
donation for admission.

YARD SALE

Got some sod to sell? Advertise it in the
classifieds! 537-9933

Job Title: Office Assistant
Years at the Driftwood: 4 months

Life before the Driftwood: Lived in Calgary before
moving to Salt Spring with her family

Life outside the Driftwood: A Grade 11 student at
Gulf Islands Secondary School, Jenna is
involved in leadership and is a youth team
facilitator for SWOVA. She is also holding
down two part-time jobs.

Community newspapet...
Commumity people.

Your community newspaper since 1960




GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

PEORLE s& (CIOJ NEREN 1T

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2003 4« AZ1

L«mmﬂ‘y

NEW STAFFERS: Phase Il of the Community Economic Development project is
well underway with new blood. From left are Laura Macguire, Cheryl Laxton,
David Jacquest, Chamber of Commerce manager Perry Newport (representing a

sponsoring group), Jim Scott and Jamie Mackie.

Phota by Derrick Lundy

Weird white bird
returns to island

 The mysterious white song sparrow has
returned. “Snowdrop,” as he is called by Fenya
Audain, Jim Sutherland and their family, showed up
at their Dukes Road property last week. It was first
seen at about the same time in 2002, and earlier in
the fall by residents on Beddis Road and Village
Terrace.

Last year Salt Spring birder John Sprague
described the leucistic song sparrow as “extremely

a

rare.

SALT SPRING
SNIPPETS

» Notice was late arriving, but Salt Spring is fea-
tured on the Martha Stewart Living show today,
November 12. The Island Wildlife Natural Care
Centre and Saturday Market are among items
appearing on the show on the Life Network at 9
a.m., KING 5 at 10 or HGTV at 6 p.m.

A number of other stories filmed in B.C. this fall,
including that of Salt Spring woodturner Kurt Frost,
will appear in future episodes.

* Creative jack o’lanterns created by Rikarda
Brobbel and Kaya Hunter were the people’s choice
winners in Harlan’s Chocolates’ Hallowe’en pump-
kin-carving contest.

* Organizers of the November 15-16 Wen-Do self-
defence course for women want to make sure people
know it runs this coming weekend. Last week’s
Driftwood article stated it was “next weekend” and
on “Saturday and Sunday” without stating the dates,
which they felt may have caused some confusion.

To register or for more information, call Pat
Barclay at 537-1958.

A Chrlstmas Glft

STOP
. SMOKING

- Prosident You can “Stop Smoklng in
only ONE HOUR without gaining vweight
and receive a FIFTY DOLLAR CHEQUE
from us to take him/her out for dinner

$)

% What a Great Gift for yourself
or that Special Person

* “The Gift of Life”
Y November - December 2003 Only
Victoria

250-385-2737
Upper Island 1-800-667-1088

-Amnpr

Nanaimo
250-758-3827

- Franchising Available -

_ LASER CENTERS for HEALTH
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CED sets sights on local
items, affordable housing

New projects have been
initiated with second phase
of the Salt Spring Island
Community Economic
Development (CED) pro-
ject now underway.

According to a press
release, the CED project
will work to identify unique
products produced on the
island, implementing the
Made on Salt Spring logo
designed last year.

It will encourage the use
of Salt Spring Dollars to
enhance community pride
and involvement, and to
enable the community-
minded grants of the Salt
Spring Island Monetary
Foundation.

Another new initiative
this year is to assist the Salt
Spring Community
Housing and Land Trust
Society (SSCHLT) in its
pilot project to build seven

SSPLLASH beats
fundraising goal

A healthy financial pic-
ture was presented at the
SSPLASH annual general
meeting last Wednesday.

Past-president Kathy
Page said, “financial
reports were strong, with an
end-of-year surplus of
$22.478 in cash, excluding
the SSPLASH water
monies.

Some $5,491 was raised
from the SSPLASH café
operated by the indoor pool
society. Its bottled water
project netted a profit of
$6,231, plus inventory.

“Taking all of this into
account, SSPLASH exceed-
ed by a long way its target
of earning $20,000 in the
first year,” said Page.

Pledges are accounted for
separately, she noted.

“Since Thrifty’s gener-
ous pledge of $100,000,
other pledges are begin-
ning to come in steadily,
with pledges of $5,800 in
the month of October. A
pledge of $1,000 was

made during the AGM.”

Darlene Steele was elect-
ed new society president,
with Wayne Taylor as vice-
president, Trudy Sloan as
treasurer  and Jean
Southgate as secretary.
Kathy Page, who stepped
down from the presidency,
remains as past-president.

Other board members are
Ida Marie Threadkell,
Garth Hendren, Jane
Horsborough, Rita Sagness,
Douglas Dunlap and
Wendy Rosier. Steele spoke
of the excitement and chal-
lenges ahead, said Page,
and revealed some details
of the upcoming Randy
Bachman Pool Party con-
cert at ArtSpring.

“Research into operating
costs [for an indoor pool]
continues and is looking
positive,” said Page.

She also encouraged cur-
rent SSPLASH members to
renew their memberships
and to have friends join the

group.

\ONGARy,
QUILTING SERVICES

Need a quilt
completed
for Christmas?

~ Book Now ~

Victoria Professional Quilting
Phone: (250)-472-2220
Email: proquilt@shaw.ca
Visit us on the web :
www.members.shaw.ca/proquilt

B

small affordable homes for
low-income working fami-
lies.

At the same time, the
CED project will seek to
identify assistance small
business owners might
need or how a business
association could be help-
ful.

This year’s workshops
will develop the skills of
small business owners and
otherwise further the
island’s commercial health.

Staff people working on
the project based from the
Chamber of Commerce
office are Laura Macguire,
Jamie Mackie, Jim Scott,
David Jacquest and Cheryl
Laxton.

CED is a community-
based and community-
directed process that com-
bines social and economic
development, fostering the

economic, social, ecologi-
cal and cultural well-being
of Salt Spring.

“The CED philosophy is
an excellent fit for our
unique community,” states
a press release. “CED has
emerged as an alternative
to conventional approaches
to economic development.
It is founded on the belief
that problems facing a
community — unemploy-
ment, poverty, job loss,
economic instability, envi-
ronmental degradation and
lack of community control
— need to be addressed in
a holistic and participatory
way.”

Support for the CED pro-
ject is provided by Human
Resources Development
Canada, Salt Spring
Community Services and
the Salt Spring Chamber of
Commerce.

Helping you make more

money by
transforming your

website into one that SELLS!

Michael Linehan

__J Marketing Alchemy

537-2228

www_markeling -alchem y.com

N 537-5233

Erna Robertson s rcmr.

Registered Acupuncturist, Registered TCM Herbalist

7A - 121 McPhillips Avenue

Do you suffer with arthritis pain, migraines, insomnia or sleep
disturbances, menstual problems, menopausal symptoms, asthma,
or any other chronic condition?

Chinese Medicine may help! | would be happy to answer your
questions in a free 15 minute consultation.

ersona! mterest in your health

The Flu shot
WHO NEEDS IT? YOU DO

“The flu shot is your best defense against influenza.”
High risk groups include those over age 65, with a weakened
immune system, or in close contact with those at high risk.

You should be vaccinated if you belong to a high risk group.
Join us for our popular:

LIVEWELL FLU SHOT CLINIC
Wednesday, November 12 (Ganges Uptown)

AND YOUR LAST CHANCE THIS SEASON

Monday, November 17th

Appointments available between 9:00AM and 5:00PM
Book your appointment today! The fee for this service is only $15.

Live well with

DOWNTOWN 537-5534 UPTOWN 538-0323
104 Lower Ganges Rd. 372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT, 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5
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Flu season is back.

Influenza is a serious and contagious iliness.

Every year, thousands of British Columbians are hospitalized from the influenza virus (flu).
While anyone can contract the flu, people over the age of 65 are at the greatest risk of
developing life-threatening complications.

A flu shot is the best protection.

Flu shots are proven to be 70-90% effective at preventing infection in healthy adults. That's
why people who may spread the virus to those most at risk from the complications of flu are
urged to get their flu shot every year. Because even if you're able to battle the flu virus on your
own, those around you may not be so lucky.

Free for those who need it most.

Some people are considered “high risk” for contracting the flu or passing it on to others.
The World Health Organization recommends that anyone considered high risk should

be vaccinated. That's why the Government of British Columbia provides free flu shots to
health-care workers, seniors, adults, and children with chronic ilinesses and their families.

Myths about flu shots.

A flu shot will not give you the flu. The influenza vaccine does not contain live viruses. Many
people believe flu shots weaken their immune system. This is also untrue. The vaccine actually
boosts your immune system and prepares it to fight the virus. For most people, side effects are
minimal if any.

Protect yourself and the people around you.

Please get a flu shot this season. Not only will it protect you from getting sick, it will also
prevent others from being exposed to the influenza virus. All of which means fewer visits
to the emergency room and/or hospital. In fact, influenza immunization contributed to about
1700 fewer hospitalizations for pneumonia and influenza in BC between 1999/2000 and
2000/2001.

- HOW TO REDUCE
- THE RISK OF
- GETTING THE FLU

- Getaflushot.

~ + Wash your hands often,

especially during the
winter months when the
flu is most prevalent.

. Keep your hands away

from your nose, eyes,
and mouth.

+ Stop or minimize
smoking. It irritates the
lining of your nose,
sinuses, and lungs,
making you more
susceptible to the virus.

 « Keep your immune

system healthy by eating
a balanced diet and
getting plenty of exercise.

To arrange your flu shot, contact your doctor or public health unit. For more information,
call BC NurseLine at 1-866-215-4700 (24/7) or visit www.gov.bc.ca/healthplanning.
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BIRD OUTING: Margaret Guzauskas and Harley
the macaw parrot share a moment of affection dur-
ing a recent walk through Ganges. Pioto by Derrick Lundy

Linehan marketing
first in CED series

An “inspiring speaker”
and “strategic thinker” will
talk on the power of market-
ing at the first of a series of
free workshops organized by
the Community Economic
Development (CED) Project.

Michael Linehan of Salt
Spring’s Marketing Alchemy
presents Maximum
Marketing Power at Lions
Hall, November 20, from 7
to 9 p.m.

The workshop will cover
topics such as key principles
for marketing success;
development of strategic
marketing plans; getting the
most out of marketing dol-
lars; and the importance of
web marketing in your over-
all plan.

“Explosive” and “effec-
tive” are among the words
used by previous Linehan
workshops participants.

“An inspiring speaker and
a strategic thinker, Michael’s
workshop is an event not to
be missed by islanders who
want to break through their
barriers and grow their busi-
ness up to their dreams,”
states press material.

“No matter the nature or
size of the business, market-
ing is the central factor in its
success. Every business
owner/proprietor wanting to

improve their marketing —
who is striving to grasp the
opportunities effective mar-
keting provides — will ben-
efit from this workshop.”

The event marks the first
of several free CED Project
workshops set to run over
the next 10 months, address-
ing various issues important
to the social and economic
health of the community.

CED is a community-
based and community-
directed process founded on
the belief that problems fac-
ing communities — such as
unemployment, poverty, job
loss, economic instability,
environmental degradation
and loss of community con-
trol — need to be addressed
in a holistic and participato-
Iy way.

The CED Project is sup-
ported by Human Resources
Development Canada, Salt
Spring Island Community
Services and the local cham-
ber of commerce.

For more information
about the Maximum
Marketing Power workshop,
or to register, please contact
the CED Project office by
phone, 537-4219; fax, 537-
4276 or email:
cedproject@saltspring.com.

Alzheimer talk tonight

Care of Alzheimer patients is the subject of a Bessie Dane
Foundation talk set for this evening (Wednesday).

Irene Barnes, a community nurse with the Elderly
Outreach Service, is guest speaker at the event, which takes
place at the Salt Spring Seniors building, beginning at 7

p.m.

In addition to speaking on the various aspects of care for
Alzheimer patients, she will discuss “caregiver well-being.”

Islanders brace
for snake-condo
development

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

An ecological building team is coming to Salt Spring to
construct affordable housing for an endangered group of rare
and elusive sharp-tailed snakes.

But the builders will need a little more volunteer labour to
make that project a reality, said Sharp-Tailed Snake
Recovery Team biologist Christian Engelstoft.

“We’ll be hauling a bit of rock but there won’t be any
pressure to perform. It will be a low-key event and hopefully
it would be fun.”

Participants will learn how to create rocky habitats for the
tiny (20-45 centimetre) snakes to help the at-risk population,
Engelstoft said.

“They are very rare. [ know that because I've been looking
for them for a very long time.”

Sharp-tailed snakes have only been found in eight loca-
tions around B.C.: six confirmed sites on the Gulf Islands, a
recent sighting in Metchosin and a questionable sighting
near Chase, he noted.

It’s difficult to even estimate the population of B.C.
“sharpies” because sightings have been so rare. And the
snakes are not found in numerous populations when they are
discovered, he said.

Engelstoft has been studying sharp-tailed snakes since
1996 and he's only found them at five locations on the
Penders and two on Salt Spring. A total of 35 snakes were
counted at one Pender site before three were killed by cars
this year.

On a positive note, two sharpy habitats were found in
Vesuvius this year after Engelstoft held a workshop with the
Salt Spring Island Conservancy in February.

*We have probably had in the neighbourhood of 10 sight-
ings on each of these sites since the discovery this spring.”

Island gardeners might be particularly interested in help-
ing to promote sharpies since they live on a diet of slugs.

“Their diet is small slugs. That’s the only thing we’ve been
able to confirm.”

Sharpies are burrowing snakes that can be spotted as early
as February and as late as November, Engelstoft noted.

“They generally like it when it’s a bit colder. Just before
this cold-snap I found two on Pender last week.”

The actual “snake-condo” building project will involve
building a stacked-rock retaining wall with deeper pockets to
facilitate hibernation and summer cooling, he said.

“There’s a chance we might even see one.”

Builders will also construct a hibernaculum, which is a
pile of rocks with dirt insulation to provide places for snakes
to hibernate for the winter. Sharpies like to lay their eggs on
south-facing slopes or tree stumps within small clearings, he
noted.

Engelstoft has not been able to examine natural sharpy
building designs because he does not want to disturb their
few known sites. But he’s based his habitat-restoration plan
on designs for similar snake species.

“The project might work or it might not work. At worst,
we have not done any harm.”

He has limited funding to acquire building supplies from a
local site, but will need approximately seven more volunteers
to complete the project scheduled for November 29-30.

For more information, call Engelstoft (250-652-9770) or
e-mail (snake.restoration @telus.net).

YWCA HOTEL

for all travellers

Worth Checkit_ig Into

V 733 Beatty 5t., Vancouver, BC
1.800.663.1424

YA www.ywcahotel.com

‘our stay supports YWCA community programs
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Just past the Vesuvius Ferry Terminal 537-23 12

Ralph is a black and w'he neutered
male who was ioat;?ed near Cusheon

Hours: Weekdays 12-3pm
Sat. Open House 2-4pm
Sun/Stat. Holiays by appt.

If its dirty,
we can clean it!

“Friendly service from people you know"

SALT SPRING———

Linen & Drycleaners Ltd.

116 HEREFORD AVE,, GANGES, 537-2241

Creampulff is a really big girl with the
‘Ibiggest, bluest eyes we've ever seen.

SPCA 24hr pager
537-2123

6.5, SALES )
| & RENTALS NC.

“Tanks for all reasons” §}

high-density
polyethylene

* Water storage
* Septie, sewage-holding
+ Ecological systems
+ Sewage-treatment plants, filters t

WE WELCOME VISA » MASTERCARD
* AMERICAN EXPRESS

PH: (250 693-4013

292 ARMAND WAY,
SALT SPRING ISLAND, B.C., V8K 286

See us for a ﬁ'zst
quote on all your
building requirements!

+ Concrete
+ Insulation
+" Flooring
v Painting
+ Roofing
« Windows
+ Heating
+ Irrigation
+ Eaves

v Siding

+ Decking

+ Fencing

+ Lumber

+ Tools

v Electrical
« Plumbing
v Septic Field

(infiltrators)

TUESDAYS
ARE
10% OFF

DAYS

(some restrictions apply)

MONDAYS ARE
DOUBLE COUPON

“100% Island Owned VALUE DAYS

WORLD AIDS
DAY WALK

Monday, Dec. 1, 12:45 pm
Centennial Park to GISS

Registration =
@ 11:30 am
at
Starbooks.
Pledge
Sheets
Available at (g

GVM

Saltspringers for
Safe Food
will be conducting a brief survey
this month on Genetically
Engineered Foods. A few
minutes of your time would be

greatly appredated.

Watch for us at GYM over
the next few weeks.

Shop around...
then we’ll see you at Slegg’s

SLEGG LUMBER LTD.

Mon. - Fri. 7 - 5/ Sat. 8:30 - 5 / Closed Sunday

804 FULFORD GANGES ROAD » 537-4978
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PEOPLE & COMMUNITFY

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

HILLSIDE
LANDSCAPE
GRAVEL MART

Est. 1981
When guality counts.
Now serving Salt Spring

Premium

Top Soil
with
Cow or Chicken
Manure

For friendly service
call Al at 250-746-5548
Winter Hours. Please Call.
Delivery Anytime
Island Hwy. @ Bench Rd.
under the Canadian flag, Duncan

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE

537-9933

isa

o o

COMMUNI
5 i

£ b i "@_.'_-
Call Debbie Wrate
who will bring gifts & greetings
along with helpful information
about your new community

337-5071

LCOME
AGON

I Smce 1930 l

GATHERING TO REMEMBER: Seen at Tuesday’s Remembrance Day ceremony in
Ganges were, clockwise from top: member of the local Legion saluting;

Legionaires marching through Ganges; a girl guide holding a flag; parade par-

ticpants standing; scouts watching at the Cenotaph; RCMP members parading
and saluting; youngsters laying wreaths; a musician playing; people “remem-
bering” during a minute of silence.

Older youth input needed

By RACHEL COPPING
Driftwood Contributor

Youth.comUnity is issuing
a call for new members!

The council, which is
made up of youth and adult
facilitators, needs more
input, particularly from older
vouth aged 17-26.

“We’re trying to figure out
what activities and programs
we should plan to offer
youth that have already
graduated,” says a represen-
tative from the council. “We
want to utilize the funds we
have and encourage youth to
become more involved in the
community.”

Several activities are
already up and running for a
younger crowd, such as DJ
workshops, sports nights and

YOUTH
COLUMN

games night.

* Games night is a weekly
gathering at the Core Inn
where youth get together
and play board games every
Friday from 6-9 p.m.

= The youth council also
hopes to start up a hip-hop
dance class, but cannot do so
unless enough interest is
shown. If you are a male or
female between 15 and 26
and interested in joining a
free dance class, please call
Jesse Young at 537-8517.

* The youth council has
organized a workshop to
help them focus on leader-

ship skills. It will be held on
Wednesday, November 19 at
6 p.m. at the Core Inn and is
open to anyone interested in
what youthcom.Unity is
doing.

The workshop will be
taught by SWOVA facilitator
Pat Fagan.

It will concentrate on
teaching leadership and
communication, problem
solving, how to make a
group decision and how to
get the word out to youth on
Salt Spring Island.

* More exciting events are
in the works, so if you are
interested, remember that the
council meets every other
Wednesday at the Core Inn.
Everyone is welcome to
attend!

Derrick
Lundy

photos

- EIGHT BRANCHES

Holistic Health Centre & Tea.

EXCLUSIVE

to the Co-op
DEACON VALE FARM
FRESH TOMATO
SAUCE
Certified Organic

Growing Circle

Food Co-op

GASOLINE ALLEY
537-4247

Tuesday to Saturday
9:30am - 6pm
(closed Sunday, Monday & holidays

"Local organic greens & bulk
organic chocolate
- who could ask for
anything more?”
Karen Ferguson & Rowan Percy

Member Customers
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