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Anchors a-weigh
Writer-sailor Kevin
Patterson left
Saturday for the open
ocean on a sailing
voyage to the
Marquesas. Page Bl
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Thursday’s going to
be the hot day this
week with a high of 28
C. But cooler temper-
atures and cloudy
conditions are fore-
cast for later in the
week.
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Swimmers
win gold,
bronze

Salt Spring swimmers Sierra
Lundy, 10, and Eryn Gix, 8,
brought home five medals
between them after competing
last week at the provincial swim-
ming championships. They were
not alone: the total medal count
for the Salt Spring team was a
record 14. Lundy came within
1.2 seconds of breaking a provin-
cial record. Stories, Page A16.
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GOLD MEDA

L WINNER: Ten-year-old Sierra
Lundy races to a gold-medal finish in the

Victoria.

provincial championships held last week in

Gambling habit cost family $190,000

Family ‘betrayed’ by daughter-in-law
with internet gambling addiction

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

A Salt Spring woman has been
banned from using the internet and
placed under 18 months’ house
arrest after she pleaded guilty to
stealing $190,000 from her parents-
in-law to pay internet gambling
debits.

*“This is a serious offence that took
some time to complete. It also took a
certain amount of craft and guile . . .
. A conditional sentence is the least
that can be imposed.” said Judge
Edward Brecknell at Ganges
Provincial Court on August 12.

Defendant Joanne Villadsen sat
impassively during sentencing as
Brecknell read a victim-impact state-
ment prepared by her father-in-law,

‘Marina showing complete disdain’

e Editorial — Page A6
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer \
Just as Ganges Marina seemed to
clear itself from a sandbar of public
controversy, the local business has
once again run afoul of bylaw regula-
tions, this time by charting a hasty
course to development with an unap-
proved floating hotel and other ques-
tionable practices.
“Ganges Marina has been operating
a car-rental agency, using public prop-
erty as their parking lot; renting rooms
in the float home; no sewer permit has
been issued: renting office space to
other businesses . . . and generally

going their own merry way, showing

Kent Villadsen:

“I would never have dreamed that
I could have been so betrayed by a
trusted family member. I do not
understand how she could steal our
money, yet come and eat dinner with
us and the rest of the family as if
everything was okay; knowing full
well the hardship the family was
going through.”

The 34-year-old mother to four
children is married to Johnny
Villadsen, son of theft victims Kent
and Inge.

“Johnny Villadsen has recently
informed the accused he wishes to
seek a legal separation and divorce . .
. . He was betrayed as well,” said
Crown prosecutor Barb Penty.

The two men run Villadsen

Construction Ltd. and Kent
Villadsen, 65, was hoping to retire
prior to the theft of company assets
that will force him to continue earn-
ing an income, Penty said.

“The Crown submission is that it
must be driven home to the accused
the enormity of what she has done.”

Court heard that Joanne Villadsen
gained access to the cheque book for
Villadsen Construction Ltd. during
visits to her husband’s parents’
home.

“She was welcome in their home
and they had no reason to suspect
her,” Penty said.

There was a lengthy process to
discover the full extent of numerous
thefts that occurred between October
2000 and December 2001, she said.

“Late in 2001, Mr. Villadsen Sr.
noticed that his business account was
out of money. He located three
cheques “payable to J. Villadsen™
totalling $17,000 that he could not

account for. He showed them to his
son, who could not account for them
either”

During meetings with the family,
Joanne Villadsen eventually admit-
ted to taking the three cheques,
Penty said.

*She said she had an internet gam-
bling problem and swore to get
help.”

According to the Crown submis-
sion, Kent Villadsen initially felt the
matter should be resolved within the
family.

But he audited the company books
and found additional cheques miss-
ing from the middle of his cheque
book. His bank statements were also
missing so he went to the Bank of
Montreal to discover the location of
the cheques.

“As more cheques surfaced, he
confronted Joanne Villadsen; and

GAMBLING ADDICTION A2

complete disdain for the Islands Trust
and the rest of us,” said Allan Crane.
As a businessman who runs the
neighbouring Stone Fish Studio, Crane
is perplexed by operations at B&B
Ganges Marina Ltd., given that the
company aims to build a new 1,960-

square-metre (21,000-square foot) mul-

tiple-use marina facility at the site.

“In order to get that development
through, they need to get Trust approval.
So why are they pissing off the Trust
with this penny-ante bullshit? It doesn’t
add up,” Crane said.

“They save on the sewer and they
make a few bucks on these ‘rent-a-
wrecks,’ butit’s all so *Mickey Mouse,™
Crane said.

dge

il

Car and Truck Sales

He believes the marina could provide
a major benefit to local tourism but the
business suffers from the flotsam and
jetsam of various controversial practices.

“They've been running operations in
that float home for months,” he noted.

A brief visit to the marina’s office-
store on the float-camp building last
Wednesday confirmed that Ganges
Marina offered several “boatel” rooms
with queen-sized beds and private bath-
rooms for $59 per night. Two rooms
were still available that evening.

Crane is curious about what happens
with sewage from the Ganges Marina
float house.

“Either they’re running it into the

MARINA A3

BUDGET CAR SALES VICTORIA

* No payments for 6 months +* 30 day money back guarantee
* No money down < 0% interest for one year

2224 Douglas St., Victoria 1-866-955-5353

Heather
above, has earned a
berth on the national
sailing team after tak-
ing third place in the

Meek,

Junior Sailing
Nationals in
Vancouver last week,

Story—Page A16.




A2 .+ WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2003

NEWSBEAT

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

GAMBLING ADDICTION

From Page A1

once again, she admitted to
only as much as she was
confronted with,” Penty said.

“Ms. Villadsen told them
she had taken cheques while
visiting for meals and while
the children played on the
computer.”

She also told her in-laws
that she would repay the
family from a trust fund and
gave Kent Villadsen person-
al cheques that totalled
$68,000.

But Kent Villadsen
became suspicious of the
trust fund story. He contact-
ed the woman’s parents and
learned that no trust fund
existed, Penty said.

By January 25, 2002, the
Bank of Montreal had locat-
ed the last of the missing
cheques, 40 in total, and
Kent Villadsen discovered
$190,447.83 had been stolen
from his company.

Around that same time,
Johnny Villadsen also
learned that his wife had
accumulated several out-
standing credit-card debts
through a separate post-
office box and that she had
created a fraudulent $43,000
mortgage on a family prop-
erty by forging his signature.

It was then discovered that
Joanne Villadsen had partial-
ly repaid her parents-in-law
with the proceeds of the
fraudulent mortgage.

“A civil action by Johnny
Villadsen against Island
Savings Credit Union was
settled out of court,” Penty
noted.

As an explanation for
Joanne Villadsen’s theft
from her family, defence
counsel Lois Phillips indi-
cated that the woman suf-
fered from an internet gam-
bling affliction that con-
sumed almost all of the
money.

“One day she saw it and
the next day she was
hooked.”

Her client did not benefit
from the crime, said Phillips.

“All cheques written went
to feed this insatiable gam-

bling habit.”

And the full-time mother
was diagnosed with a mental
illness that may have made
her particularly susceptible
to a gambling addiction.

Joanne Villadsen was
under treatment for a bipolar
disorder (manic-depressive)
and she was suicidal before
she began internet gambling.
She became suicidal once
again when the crime was
discovered, Phillips said.

“She was hospitalized for
12 weeks.”

Support letters from
friends also indicated that
varying dosages of Paxil
medication, used to treat her
bipolar disorder, may have
contributed to her crimes.

A psychologist’s report
also indicated that Villadsen
believed her doctor was
responsible for giving her an
incorrect dosage of Paxil,
that caused her to spiral out
of control.

“The accused seems to
blame her medications for
her behaviour over this long
period of time. The psychol-
ogist makes note of her
desire to convince him that
the Paxil medication con-
tributed to what she did,”
said Penty.

But while medications, a
gambling addiction and
mental illness may act as
explanations for her
behaviour, Joanne Villadsen
was prepared to accept full
responsibility for her crime,
Phillips said.

“Mr. Villadsen likened it
to a hand-grenade being
lobbed into their family . . . .
But the effects are almost
nuclear in their extent of
damage.”

Defence counsel noted
that her client had forfeited
any claim to her husband’s
assets as a result of her
fraudulent mortgage, as
determined in concurrent
marriage-separation pro-
ceedings.

“The upshot is that Joanne
Villadsen has no assets.
Unless she wins the lottery,

and she shouldn’t be buying
lottery tickets, she won’t
have assets to base a civil
case against.”

Phillips suggested that the
internet gambler could serve
“several hundred hours of
community work™ as part of
a conditional discharge, in
lieu of a sentence that would
include incarceration and a
criminal record.

“That would serve the
purpose of having Joanne
Villadsen being seen out in
the community ‘paying for
her sins.””

But the Crown prosecutor
argued that community ser-
vice would be grossly inap-
propriate.

“Any extra hours available
should be used to work at a
second job to pay back this
huge debt,” Penty said.

After deliberation, Judge
Breknell determined that
Joanne Villadsen would
serve 18 months’ house
arrest, three additional years
of probation and pay full
restitution of the remaining
$122,457.83 to Kent and
Inge Villadsen.

Conditions of the 24-hour
house arrest include manda-
tory counselling and bans of
alcohol, non-prescribed
drugs, gambling and use of
the internet.

“No lottery tickets, pull
tabs, bingo, nothing,”
Brecknell said.

Joanne Villadsen will only
be permitted to leave her
home for purposes of
employment and counselling
along with one two-hour
period per week, he said.

She was also ordered to
repay the family at a rate of
$400 per month and
refrain from all contact
with Kent and Inge
Villadsen apart from set-
tlement of the restitution
order.

“I can only say that the
comment Mr. Villadsen
made in his victim-impact
statement should ring in
your ears while you are
serving this sentence.”

FOR THE
RECORD

A poor choice of words
may have obscured the
meaning in a story last week
about a counterpetition pro-
cess set up for the purchase
of a new fire truck by the

Salt Spring Fire Protection
District.

The counterpetition was
launched by the fire district,
and not by island resident
Bart Terwiel.

Police disappointed in
CREST radio system

The new CREST radio
system used by ambulance,
fire and police services has
been disappointing to its
main Salt Spring user so far.

“It’s not living up to our
expectations,” said Cpl.
Dave Voller.

Since the system was
implemented in June,
RCMP officers have found
“dead spots” — areas where
signals cannot be picked up
by the radios, said Voller.

Under the new system,
there are simply too many
dead spots on the island,
said Voller.

The previous radio sys-
tems were analog, and the
signal would fade gradually
as dead spots were
approached, which allowed
people to know they were
losing their connection.

With digital technology,
the reception goes from per-
fect to non-existent when a
dead zone is encountered.
Reception appears to be nor-
mal, and within seconds dis-
appears.

“When it gets to a dead
spot, it just drops,” said
Voller of the new system.
“It’s like falling off a cliff
instead of wading out from a
beach.”

He stressed that staying in
touch is crucial for emergen-
cy services.

“Especially when one
works by themself, it’s our
link to back-up,” he said. “A
radio you can’t talk on isn’t
much good.”

The CREST system was
brought in throughout the
Capital Regional District
and paid for by taxpayers to
facilitate region-wide emer-
gency services communica-
tion.

He was told by CREST
representatives that
improvements would be
made, but did not know
what those would be or
when they would take place.

The fire department has
not encountered as many
problems with the new sys-
tem as the RCMP, said fire
chief Dave Enfield.

“We get dispatched over
CREST and then we revert
back to our old system,”

HILLSIDE
LANDSCAPE
GRAVEL MART

Est. 1981
When quality counts.

A vow £
SERVING

15 yards of
Soil
De ivered

$452

For friendly service
call Al at
250-746-5548
Mon-Sat 9-5
Sun 10-3
Island Hwy. @ Bench Rd.
under the Canadian flag, Duncan

TO VANCOUVER HARBOUR

HARBOUR AIR
SEAPLANES

VANCOUVER SERVICES

Depart Ganges

Depart Vancouver

TO VANCOUVER AIRPORT

‘7:45am Mon-Fri, 12:50pm Daily, 9:30am Sat, 5:45pm Sun-Fri.

7:15am Mon-Fri, 12:15pm Daily, g:00am Sat, 5:15pm Sun-Fri.

Depart Ganges

vancouver victoria nanaimo

7:40am Mon-Fri, 6:15pm Daily, g:30am Sat-Sun

Depart Vancouver Airport
7:10am Mon-Fri, 5:45pm Daily, g:oo0am Sat-Sun

1-800-665-0212

or

gulf queen P
islands

charlottes ru

Effective May 20 - Sept. 28, 2003 .
Effective Apr. 7 - Sept. 28, 2003

$69

250-537-5525

www.harbour-air.com

ONE WAY
PLUS GST

ONE WAY
PLUS G5T

said Enfield, who reported
only minor reception prob-

lems. “It’s going to be grow-
ing pains as we go along.”
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MEMORIAL: Salt Spring
firefighters Amos Lundy,
left, and Kurt Irwin with
the new rock garden
memorial at the Central
fire hall. It was Irwin’s
idea to build a memorial
for deceased members
of the fire department
and district, including
fireman Tony Head, a
victim of the Cap Rouge
accident a year ago.
Lundy helped design
the pijeCt. Photo by Derrick Lundy

MARINA:

Uses not approved by permit

From Page A1

‘truck’ . . . or they're con-
nected to the sewer without
a permit.”

Crane is also frustrated by
the lack of parking in the
area caused by the marina’s
new car-rental business and
traffic from Salt Spring Air,
which recently moved into
the marina offices.

“I complained twice to the
Trust but they told me they
have to take all complaints
in turn,” he said.

Islands Trust planner
Mark Head acknowledged
that his office had received
complaints about B&B
Ganges Marina Litd. that are
currently in the bylaw inves-
tigation process.

“We are seeking compli-
ance,” said Head.

While the local marina is
permitted to operate a car-
rental business, the proper-
ty’s zoning does not permit
rental of commercial busi-
ness space or operation of a
hotel, he said.

“That’s not a permitted
use of the property. Nor is it
authorized in the temporary
use permit (TUP).”

Additionally, B&B
Ganges Marina Ltd. was not
given permission to utilize
the float camp until condi-
tions of the TUP had been
met, he said.

“The permit would autho-
rize the use. Really, they
should not be occupying
that building until it is law-
fully permitted.”

Permission to use the float
camp is contingent on
sewer-connection approval
from the Capital Regional
District (CRD), Head noted.

“We won’t issue the per-
mit until he provides written
confirmation that he has an
approved sewer connection.”

Operators of Ganges
Marina previously navigated
a myriad tangle of bylaw
infractions as they attempted
to install the float camp as
an office-residence along

with a breakwater-barge in
2001.

While the local Trust
committee (LTC) ordered
the breakwater barge and
float camp both removed in
2002 amid community
uproar, the float camp was
given a reprieve and the
structure finally received
approval for a TUP (after an
earlier application was
rejected in October 2002) on
June 26 this year.

Conditions of the TUP
stipulated that the building
could only be used for
washrooms, shower facili-
ties, laundry, storage, mari-
na retail, administration and
one caretaker’s unit (acces-
sory to operation), on the
condition of approved devel-
opment and building per-
mits.

At the meeting where the
TUP was approved, marina
general manager Jim
Robertson confirmed hotel
or pub use was not planned
for the float camp.

“There was a statement
that I made at the [June 26
Islands Trust] meeting that
we would not be renting
rooms to the general pub-
lic,” Robertson told the
Driftwood.

When asked about the
purpose of the 11 bedrooms
in the float camp, Robertson
said they would be needed
for visiting architects and
engineers working on the
redevelopment project.

“We will be occupying
rooms on a temporary basis
for out-of-town workers.”

But when asked how
“boatel” rooms could be
currently available, the
marina manager gave anoth-
er answer.

“The intention was for
boaters who come into the
marina that are overnighting
in the marina and need a
place to stay. That’s what
the ‘boatel’ thing is for.
That’s why it’s called a

‘boatel,’ not a hotel.”

And Robertson argued
that the TUP did allow pro-
visions for a hotel on the
site.

“You go back to the [June
26] meeting. We got
approval to use the building
for the CAl and S1 zoning.
Within the bylaws, all those
things are in the bylaws.
With CA1l you can have a
hotel, motel, beer pub,
restaurant, almost any type
of commercial business you
want. That’s what the zon-
ing gave us.”

Robertson went on to say:
“If it was my decision, there
would not be a pub. And if it
was my decision, we would
not be running a hotel, and
in my opinion we aren’t.”

He also indicated that
Ganges Marina complies
with bylaws “most of the
time.”

“Before we went for this
TUP, the answer I got from
my contact at the CRD was
that once the local Trust
approves your permit,
you’ve basically got permis-
sion to connect to the utili-
ties, which is the sewer.”

Robertson noted last
Wednesday that he was in
“the final stages” of receiv-
ing the sewer permit.

“As of earlier today, I've
been given — the letter is in
the mail right now from the
CRD telling us they have no
objection to connecting the
sewer.”

He balked at questions of
where float-camp sewage
had been pumped prior to
CRD sewage connection
approval.

“We would not knowingly
dump sewage in the harbour
. . .. We_do not, I repeat, we
do not dump sewage in the
harbour.”

Robertson said that grey
water was pumped from a
holding tank in the float
home and emptied into the
Ganges sewer system

approximately once per
week.

Salt Spring Marina Ltd.
co-owner Barry Edwards is
another businessman
opposed to. float-camp
“boatel” units that operate
in contravention of local
bylaws.

“It was brought in under
the guise of a boat that
needed repairs. The whole
thing has been brought in
illegally.”

Salt Spring Marina Ltd.
has recently received
Islands Trust approval to
build a 20-room inn,
Edwards noted.

“Why would we go ahead
and build an inn on expen-
sive property when I could
float in a building? I could
use the property up here for
expensive retail space.”

Edwards believes the
Islands Trust might set a
dangerous precedent by
allowing the float camp to
remain tied up in Ganges.

“I think a lot of people
did a lot of great work to
create our current OCP
[official community plan]
and bylaws. Now we’re
going to change that to have
a boatel?”

Even residents might
soon see the advantages of
living on floating structures
instead of building conven-
tional homes on expensive
real estate, Edwards said.

B&B Ganges Marina Ltd.
needs to comply with
Islands Trust bylaws, just as
other local businesses do, he
said.

“It doesn’t seem to be too
complicated an affair. These
are the bylaws, follow
them.”
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Accident commemorated
in special insert this week

A special insert appears inside today’s paper to commem-
orate the anniversary of the sinking of the Cap Rouge II.

On August 13, 2002 the Galiano Island-based seiner rolled
over near the mouth of the Fraser River. Five people aboard
lost their lives in the accident.

The insert was the brainchild of Ralph Griffiths, editor of
the Galiano monthly newsletter, The Active Page. On one
side is a photograph of a memorial bench in Montague
Harbour Marine Park, on the other are photos of the five
trees planted at Galiano school in memory of the Cap Rouge
victims.

Griffiths said on Monday he wanted to mark the anniver-
sary in The Active Page. What began as a black and white
tribute within the magazine turned into a full-colour insert
with the help of a Vancouver printer, who produced the
insert at no charge.

There were 2,700 copies printed, 1,300 of which were
included in the August issue of the magazine. Griffiths
offered the Driftwood the remaining 1,400.

CAMPSITES

In the filtered sunlight of an old forest. 15 min. walk
by trail or 3 min. drive from Ganges.

305 Rainbow Rd. ¢ 537-4346

gardenfaire@saltspring.com

SEAPLANES

1-800-447-3247

604-273-8900

3 Scheduled Flights Daily Between
‘Vancouver & the Gulf Islands
DEPARTS VACOVE AIHORT
7:30 am [/ 11:30 am / 5:30 pm

DEPARTS GANGES
AND THE GULF ISLANDS
8:00 am / 12:00 pm / 6:00 pm

GANGES HARBOUR * Montague Harbour * Port Washington
Lyall Harbour * Telegraph Harbour * Miners Bay
www.seairseaplanes.com
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DAMAGED WATER TAXI: This Gabriola Island
water taxi struck Nose Point after the skipper fell
asleep at the wheel Saturday.

Vessel hits Nose
Point at 25 knots

A Gabriola water taxi crashed into Salt Spring Island at
Nose Point Saturday when the driver fell asleep at the helm.

Local coast guard crews received their most severe distress
call — indicating possible life in danger — at 1:58 a.m.
when the 28-foot water taxi, which was travelling at 25
knots, collided with the shore.

“The water taxi operator had worked hard all day and fell
asleep at the helm,” said Ganges coast guard member Marco
Khalil.

The driver suffered several large lacerations to his face
after he hit his head on the steering wheel. The female pas-
senger, who had been sleeping on board, slid forward head-

first into the back of a seat.

Both were transferred to Lady Minto Hospital on the coast
guard vessel the Skua and the driver needed stitches.

Two members of Salt Spring’s ambulance service accom-
panied the coast guard crew and the water taxi was towed to
Mayne Island by the Decourcy, a commercial-assist vessel.

Earlier on Saturday, a pleasure craft was believed to be on
fire in Ganges Harbour, said Khalil.

A coast guard crew and four members of the fire depart-
ment investigated the vessel, which had a slipping and smok-

ing alternator belt.

“There was smoke but no fire,” said Khalil.

Trust announces 19
for stewardship awards

A Salt Spring individual
and one group are among
the 19 nominations for the
second annual Islands Trust
Community Stewardship
Awards Program.

Kathy Reimer was nomi-
nated for her stream stew-
ardship program, and the
Salt Spring Island Monetary
Foundation earned a nod for
its Salt Spring Dollars initia-
tive.

The Islands in the Salish
Sea mapping project, which
was spearheaded by Salt
Spring residents Judi
Stevenson, Sheila
Harrington and Briony Penn
but encompassed the entire
Trust area and beyond, was
also nominated in the group

category.

The Islands  Trust
Community Stewardship
Awards program offers a
chance to honour individu-
als and organizations that
support the preserve and
protect mandate of the
Islands Trust.

Potential award-winning
projects ranged from acqui-
sition of a new provincial
park on Hornby Island and
creation of a geolibrary CD
ROM on Bowen Island to
the Mayne Island Fall Fair.

Islands Trust Council
members will determine the
four award winners — two
in each category — when
they meet on Gabriola
Island September 10-12.

Dismissal revives
residents’ group

Dismissal of volunteer fire
captains Bruce Patterson and
Jeff Outerbridge has sparked
new life into a dormant citi-

zens group.
Morningside Road resident
Barbara Lyngard said

Monday the action by the
Salt Spring Island Fire
Protection District board of
trustees has inspired Fulford
community members to
revive the South Salt Spring
Residents Association.

A meeting on the topic is
set for Thursday evening.

“We're not very pleased
with it,” Lyngard said of the
trustees’ decision.

What actions may be taken
in response will be discussed
at the Thursday meeting, she
said, adding that individuals
are also writing letters of
complaint to the fire district
board.

Lyngard said area residents
had intended to revitalize the
residents’ organization, but
dismissal of Fulford’s long-
time firefighter prompted
immediate action.

“This just hurried it up,”
she said.

As detailed in last week’s
Driftwood, Patterson and
Outerbridge were suspended
from firefighting duties in
early July and terminated
August 6 following fire board
allegations of “disruptive”
behaviour and subsequent
events. Problems originated
in part from the proposed
purchase of a new fire truck
earlier this year.

Outerbridge said he and
Patterson  have been
swamped with support and
queries.

“We're getting lots of sup-
port from all corners of the
island,” he said. “People are
concerned about what has

happened and want to know
what they can do to turn it
around.”

Patterson is considered “a
figurehead” in Fulford, said
Outerbridge, “so a lot of peo-
ple are kind of outraged
about the whole thing . . .
People are questioning this
and they need to question it.”

Beaver Point resident and
former volunteer firefighter
Gordon Cartwright is among
that number. He is asking the
fire protection district to give
him a copy of bylaws autho-
rizing their actions, to hold a
general meeting explaining
the situation and to reinstate
the two men.

But fire board chairman
Ben Martens said the board
has not been flooded with
response or criticism.

Two letters, which he had
not yet had a chance to read,
were in Tuesday’s mail
addressed to the board of
trustees, but reaction on the
street was “pretty positive,”
he said.

“You’ve got your hands
full,” or “well done” is the
type of response he has
received, he said.

One person confronted
him, but “he was basing his
assumptions on second and
third-hand information and
hadn’t really talked to any-
bodyl9!

Martens said board author-
ity to dismiss the two volun-
teers is outlined in the letters
patent establishing the board
as the district’s governing
body.

He said the whole situation
with Outerbridge and
Patterson was “stupid,” but
that “people are entitled to
their opinions and I respect
that and they can do what
they like.”

Islanders ‘snubbing’
burning ban—chief

Salt Spring’s fire depart-
ment has been “very busy”
chasing people who are dis-
regarding the fire ban, and
offenders will soon be billed
for the response time, said
chief Dave Enfield Tuesday.

“People are still snubbing
the burning bylaw,” said
Enfield.

One man was caught
blasting after two warnings
against working in the
woods.

British Columbia,

MINES ACT PERMIT APPLICATION

Take notice that J.LE. Anderson and Associates, agents for Salt Spring Rock Products
Ltd. has applied to the Minister of Energy and Mines for a permit to extract rock from
a site located on the north side of the intersection of Jasper Road and Jennifer Way,
Rem. lot 5, Section 76 and 77, South Salt Spring Island, Cowichan Land District,
Plan 49595 and, pursuant to Part 10.2.1 of the Health, Safety and Reclamation Code
for Mines in British Columbia, has filed with the Chief Inspector of Mines a proposed
mine plan and a program for the protection of and reclamation of the land and water-
courses on the site. Documentation regarding the application may be viewed during
normal business hours at the Ministry’s office at 1810 Blanshard Street, Victoria,

Any person affected by or interested in this program has 30 days from the dates of
publication to make written representation regarding potential health, safety or envi-
ronment impacts of the proposed mine to the Chief Inspector of Mines, c/o Inspector
of Mines, Ministry of Energy and Mines, PO Box 9320 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria,
British Columbia, V8W 9N3. The Chief Inspector does not have a mandate to con-
sider the merits of the proposed mine from zoning or land use planning perspective.
Comments on land use issues should be directed to Islands Trust, #1206 - 115
Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, British Columbia, V8K 2T9.

On Monday alone, three
complaints of burning or
chainsaw usage were
received by the department.

“It’s very time-consum-
ing,” he said. “I've been
instructed by the board of
trustees to start billing for
our response time.”

He said fire department
operations cost $400 per hour.

1730A Fulford-Ganges Rd.
Owner: Jason Fraser
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-4:30pm
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Oversized Rock unwashed ..*11

3/4” Crush Drain ................ 31
3/8" Crush (with fines) ......>31
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Blasted ROCK ..v.uueueereserence 17
Rl s em s 4

Prices in effect ‘il Jan. 31, 2004
» Other products also available

* 12 yard trucks can be arranged
* Minimum $10 charge

* PST & GST extra
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Call a trusted local Professional
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194 MCLENNEN DRIVE SALT SPRING ISLAND

SUNNY, SPACIOUS,
LIKE NEW

LARGE BUILDING
VIEW LOT

Exceptional 3 bedroom, 2
bathroom townhouse: bright
kitchen, oak cabinets, gas
fireplace, central vac, air
exchange, attached garage
& more. Quiet end unit. Walk
to town and beaches.

Reduced $249,000

Call Tom Navratil
or your Realtor

TOM NAVRATIL (250) 537-5515
Royal Lepage Salt Spring Realty

More photos at www.saltspringhomes.com

0.85 Acre gently sloping
lot with pond and a view
of St. Mary’s Lake! On
municipal water.

$89,000 (no GST)
Call Tom Navratil
or your Realtor

Fine Bed
Linens
by
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Firenza

Gabriel Ross is the exclusive dealer for

Barbacci on Vancouver Island
K)
BENCHMADE FURNITURE
LIGHTING * BEDDING * WINDOW COVERINGS

589 A Bay Street in Victoria
Phone 250-384-2554  /

www.eabrielross.ca
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New RCMP officer busy with Barriere fire

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

The Salt Spring RCMP
detachment will have to
wait a little longer to
receive its new replacement.

Const. Jeff Swann is still
working in Barriere to help
the B.C. Interior community
deal with the effects of ram-
paging forest fires.

“We started evacuations
again yesterday,” said
Swann.

He was busy assisting
evacuations of close to 500
people from areas around
the East Barriere Lakes,
Agate Creek and Dixon
Valley on Monday.

“I worked till 2 a.m. last
night and I was up again at
6 am.”

But when fire threatens
your home community, you
find the energy to keep
working, he said.

“The volunteer
department has
worked off their feet.”

Evacuated Barriere-area
residents were sent to 100-
Mile House, Clearwater and

fire
been

Kamloops, Swann said.

“People around here have
been phenomenal.”

Swann has been over-
whelmed by support from
communities around the
region who have opened
their homes to take in evac-
uees.

“Enough can’t be said
about the people who
donate their homes and
cars. They’re incredibly
supportive.”

Another 400 people were
previously evacuated from
areas around Barriere on
Friday.

The McLure-Barriere fire
had grown to cover 20,000
hectares Tuesday. Fires vir-
tually surround the town,
Swann said.

“We have one huge one to
the south and now one to
the west and one to the
north.”

Some 3,500 evacuees of
Barriere had just been per-
mitted to return home
August 10 after forest fires
forced them to flee 10 days
earlier. During that time, 65

homes were lost and the fire
caused millions of dollars in
damage.

Swann and his wife
Naomi were among the
evacuees.

“It wasn’t so bad for me
because 1 was working the
whole time.”

RCMP officers conducted
security patrols, maintained
roadblocks and looked for
fires during the evacuation
period.

“It was a ghost town but
people want to know their
stuff is protected.”

One difficult aspect of
dealing with fires for Swann
is that he has connections
with almost everyone who
lost homes and businesses.

“It’s sad because you've
known them all . . . That’s
been hard for us.”

His own house only nar-
rowly escaped the blaze.

“The fire was pretty
close, just across the street.
That’s about 12 feet from
my property.”

While his home was
spared, it will still be

Policing costs going up

By DEBBIE WILLIS
Staff Writer

Salt Spring residents will
likely be footing part of the
bill for policing under a pro-
posed plan that sees costs
shift from the provincial gov-
ernment to taxpayers in
2004.

The province wants to
recover 50 per cent of the
$52 million it spends on
policing in electoral areas
and municipalities under
5,000 in population, which
means residents will be
charged approximately $26
million annually over the
next five years.

Currently, the federal gov-
ernment covers 30 per cent
of total policing costs, and
the provincial government
pays the rest. According to
Diana Lokken, director of
finance for the Capital
Regional District (CRD), the
changes would mean taxpay-
ers will pay for half of that
70 per cent.

The cost shift would affect
small municipalities and
unincorporated areas, such as
Salt Spring, the municipali-
ties of Metchosin and the
Highlands, and the Juan de
Fuca and southern Gulf
Islands electoral areas.

Though this proposal is
not a “done deal,” regional
director Gary Holman said
it’s as good as decided.

“It hasn’t been finalized
but it definitely looks like it’s
going to go down.” he said at
an August 12 public meeting
on policing.

The cost will be added to
property taxes, but Salt
Spring will not pay entirely
for its own police services. A
structure for cost sharing
within the province as a
whole and within each
regional district will be in
place. =

“If Salt Spring were to pay
on its own for officers it
would be higher than
through  cost-sharing,”
Lokken pointed out.

Lokken stressed that there
is no way of knowing exactly
how much Salt Spring tax-
payers will pay because ini-
tial calculations were done
using 2001/2002 assessment

figures.

Based on those figures,
islanders with an average-
assessed property would
cough up $81 in property tax
for policing per year.

Because the tax rates will
be determined based on prop-
erty assessments, communi-
ties with overall lower assess-
ments will actually pay less
than 50 per cent of the cost to
police their area, and those
with higher assessments will
pay more.

Also, urban areas will
obviously generate more
money than rural areas.
Lokken pointed out that this
method “pits one community
against the other,” and
described an alternate pro-
posal put forward by the
CRD.

“If the province believes
some communities should be
subsidized more than 50 per
cent, it should be done from
general revenue, not by the
regional districts,” she said.

This would effectively
mean the provincial govern-
ment would get less than the
$26 million it aimed for, said
Holman, and he said people
should “bet against” this
alternative being approved.

“It’s not over until it’s over,
but the writing’s on the wall,”
said Holman, who also point-
ed out that the province will
already be getting less than
$26 million because they
have agreed not to charge for
specialized services, such as
highway patrols and officers

East Coast Adventure
Great Barrier Reef,
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www.ANZATRAVEL.com

T Conditions Apply. E&OE/ #847-0

& Glaciers.

fr. $779+

8 Days - Cairo, the
Nile, Aswan & Valley,

that serve First Nations.

Also, the provincial gov-
emnment first proposed to col-
lect 100 per cent of policing
costs, but have since agreed
to pay half, for at least the
next five years.

Holman pointed out anoth-
er problem with basing the
tax figures on property
assessments.

“There’s not a very strong
correlation between income
levels and assessed values,”
said Holman, who suggested
a more equitable method
could be to link the taxation
to the level of service.

It is also questionable
whether or not Salt Spring
will get what it pays for.

“Do we get a reduction in
bills based on absent offi-
cers?” asked Lokken, refer-
ring to the fact that Salt
Spring currently has seven
officers assigned to the area
but only six working on the
island.

Currently, the province
pays for the actual number of
officers serving an area, said
the RCMP’s regional direc-
tor, Robert Jorssen.

“There seems to be a dis-
crepancy between what the
province is being billed and
what they’re turning around
and billing us,” said local
trustee Kimberly Lineger.

This issue, and others, will
be discussed by members of
local and provincial govern-
ments at a meeting of the
Union of B.C. Municipalities
in September, said Lokken.

Tahiti
Bora Bora Resort.
Airfare, meals, water
sports & more!
fr. $2,790f
Thailand
29 Days Bangkok to Bali

Small Group Travel

fr. $1,9251

»250-385-6655

¢ AUCKLAND SEAT SALE FR. $1,595 ¢

extremely difficult to sell
his house so he can move to
Salt Spring.

“The main industry in the
area burned up with the
Tolko Mill. The real-estate
market plummetted.”

Swann and his wife are
eager to move to the island,
but their plans will have to
wait.

“We're biting at the bit to
move. [Naomi] fell in love
with the place right away.”

The couple even made a
brief visit to Salt Spring to
celebrate Swann’s birthday
on Thursday when he
received two days off.

“We were on Salt Spring
for four hours. We met up
with [local constables],
toured around Ganges and
got some ice cream.”

The brief visit was even
worth the long drive and the
multiple ferries, he said.

“Already, it’s starting to
feel like home. It’s just
going to depend on when we
can sell our house before we
can move.”

But Swann believes his

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE:
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A A
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A EMERGENCY
1 SERVICE
telffax: 537-5268
pager: 538-9000F
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Hot Water Tank, Appliance & Pump Installation

problems are minor in com-
parison with the various
tragedies occurring around
him.

“T've still got a house and
a family. [Ben von
Hardenberg], that pilot from
Mission who crashed while
fighting the fire the other
day — he was just about to
get married — that’s the
stuff that’s tragic. The other
stuff is minor in compari-
son.”

Some 850 forest fires are
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THE MOMENT JUST BEFORE THE BLOWING OF THE SHIP'S WHISTLE

More marina woes

=Z)

allow.

It’s hard to find anything nice to say about developments at
Ganges Marina over the past couple of years.

And it’s equally hard to find anything nice to say about the eco-
nomic prospects for Ganges should the marina cease operations.

The latter, we trust, is unlikely to happen, but prospects for the
facility’s development plans appear a bit shaky this week. But it did-
n’t have to be this way.

Since the sale of the marina to Rick Barbieri it has been the butt of
a great deal of public criticism, some justified, some not. But the
legal case was pretty clear: the marina violated local regulations,
first with its barge-breakwater and then with the float camp.

This week it gets worse. It appears the float camp is being used for
purposes which a recently-granted Temporary Use Permit does not

To look at these issues from the marina’s point of view, the barge-
breakwater provided a cost-effective means of protecting the marina
facilities from the weather, protection that is sorely needed in that
particular location.

And the float camp, likely secured at a reasonable price, is a huge
improvement over the dilapidated old shack that used to serve as a
dockside office and store.

It’s too bad that both were contrary to Trust regulations.

This week we learn that further bylaw infractions may be occur-
ring through float camp use. And all this comes as the marina works

toward construction of a residential and commercial development on
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the nearby waterfront.

Islands Trust and community support will be required for the
marina to get everything it wants: increased densities and relaxed
parking restrictions. Operating outside the rules is not going to fur-
ther the marina’s cause.

Two private marinas operate in Ganges Harbour. Both are essen-
tial elements in our tourism infrastructure. Both provide the neces-
sary moorage for hundreds of boats bringing visitors who don’t clog
the ferries, choke the roads and use up all the available parking
spaces in the village.

We need these marinas. But at some point we must ask how many
bylaw infractions the community can tolerate.

United States’ actions will prove to be good for the planet

By MICHAEL FRIEDMAN

Hiroshima was a tragedy and
a caveat for humanity as we
explore technology; but it’s not
an excuse for continual
America-bashing (Viewpoint by
Jan Slakov, Driftwood, August
6). I'd like to offer a view of the
United States as the most signif-
icant force for order and justice
in current history.

I appreciate that American
foreign policy-makers have
erred in the past. That’s because
the demands of empire call for
more frequent application of
policy and no one gets it right
every time. Am I conceding that
the USA is imperial? All nations
are - France, Russia, China,
Iraq, Canada (remember the sup-
pression of Louis Riel’s bid for
an independent Manitoba).

A freeze-frame at any point in

VIEW
POINT

history will show some nations
to have been more successful
than others in the general push-
ing and shoving that transpires.
When the City of God descends,
nations will cease to be imperi-
al; be thankful that it’s the USA
exercising hegemony in our era.
Has the USA exercised hege-
mony as a warmonger (to recall
language used in a talk given a
few months ago)? Is that term
accurately applied to the nation
that defeated Japanese, German
and Soviet fascism? Military
victory was followed up with
supervised reform of govern-
ment and society so that those
countries now function within

the tradition of liberal democra-
cy. Fascist regimes are a peren-
nial threat to peace on earth; lib-
eral democracies don’t go to war
with each other.

The USA now finds itself, of
necessity, facing the current
threat to world order: Islamic
totalitarianism. Try to imagine a
more intolerant and imperial
ideology than that of fundamen-
talist Islam. You’re now going to
see American troops move from
bases in Western Europe to new
bases in the Eastern European
nations that have recently joined
NATO. From those locations and
from their strategic new posi-
tions in Afghanistan and Iraq,
the United States will be able to
enforce peace in the Arab world
through education, trade and, if
necessary, through force of
arms. Salt Springers who advo-
cate disarmament are too far

ahead of their time - a thousand
years from now we might be
able to see the world community
“all as one”’; not at the moment.
So it wasn’t about oil after all
- it was about geopolitical
advantage. Like many of you on
Salt Spring Island, I do not
believe the Americans will leave
Afghanistan or Iraq any time
soon. I’'m comforted by that fact.
I'll rest even more quietly
when all of the flash points in
the Islamic world are garrisoned
by American troops. That will
be good for the people of those
regions and that will be good for
the rest of the planet. I think it’s
unfair, though, to ask the United
States to go it alone. Canada
ought to provide military sup-
port and make up for the embar-
rassment of our formal repudia-
tion of the mission to Iraq. We
did, of course, help; but, not in

any principled way.

To those who are understand-
ably upset by the mayhem of
war I would say, again, that His
Kingdom has not yet come. The
mayhem in Iraq was much
greater before intervention; the
mayhem in Iraq and in the
region would have grown with-
out intervention. We can now
realistically hope for peace and,
eventually, justice, superintend-
ed by a nation with a track
record for reforming corrupt
societies.

Many Salt Springers will
remain unconvinced. Contrary to
the prevailing notion that we are
an island of independent
thinkers, there is a stale ideolog-
ical orthodoxy here that limits
insight.

The writer is a researcher and
pelicy analyst living on Salt
Spring Island.

When I heard that Bruce
Patterson and Jeff
Outerbridge had been “dis-
missed” as firefighters, I was
so mad I couldn’t write. I
spent a few hours slamming
my fingers onto the key-
board but the result was
unprintable. Six angry pages,
strewn with hundreds of pro-
fanities, dozens of exclama-
tion marks, and a couple of
good points.

I’ve now had a week to
calm down so there’ll be less
profanity and fewer excla-
mation marks. But I'm still
very pissed off.

Jeff and Bruce are friends
of mine, as is Bart Terwiel,
the other insurgent targeted
in this sniper attack.

These three are more than
just Salt Springers, they’re
exemplary members of the
community. If I made a list
of the 10 people I respect

Patterson and Outerbridge were hosed

[SLESAY!

WITH JOHN POTTINGER

most on this island, Bruce
Patterson, Bart Terwiel, and
Jeff Outerbridge would be
there. That's a powerful
statement considering the
number of amazing people,
who call Salt Spring home.
That may be so, but these
three are committed to the
people on this island. Most
of you know Bruce and Jeff
as business people and fire-
fighters. Many of you also
know how far beyond the

call of duty they both go in
the time, effort, leadership
and generosity they pour
back into our community.
Let me tell you about Bart
Terwiel. He puts more ener-
gy into this community,
every day, than most of us do
in a year. Bart’s a ship’s cap-
tain, having sailed this world
as master of the Rainbow
Warrior, putting himself and
his vessel in harm’s way
time after time, to stop com-

mercial whaling. He’s also a
commercial pilot, a gardener,
a labourer, a builder of
movie sets and straw-bale
houses, a rider of motorcy-
cles and, best of all, a soon-
to-be dad.

So, the fire chief and the
board of trustees are right,
these three people display an
attitude, and they’re men of
action. In times of disaster,
they're the people we
depend on, to take charge
and lead the way.

The spark that started this
nasty fire wasn’t dropped by
Outerbridge or Patterson.
Nor by Mr. Terwiel, who
simply wanted to ask some
questions about the process
used to justify spending
$670.000 on a new truck.

He didn’t say anyone was
acting in bad faith; he didn’t
even say we didn’t need a
new truck; he was simply
doing what we all should do
more of: questioning the
details of how our tax dol-
lars are being spent.

The fact that Captain
Outerbridge agreed with
Mr. Terwiel on some of
his points — i.e. why was-
n’'t a needs assessment
done before spending that
much money on one piece
of equipment — is at the
root of why Outerbridge
and Patterson were disci-
plined.

Those who made the deci-
sion to purchase the truck
didn’t want anybody ques-

tionino them Thev canldn’t

do anything to Terwiel —
except avoid answering his
questions and make it diffi-
cult for him to get a petition
started, but they could damn
well discipline the firefight-
ers for their insolence.

These two senior captains
were fired because the
closed culture of the Salt
Spring Fire Department
clashed with the desire for
some adequate answers to
some serious questions.

Firing two senior captains
simply because they bruised
some egos and tempers
flared, is irresponsible, inap-
propriate, and unacceptable.

Unless the board takes a
step back, this little brush
fire threatens to grow into a
wildfire, and I for one, will
be calling for an indepen-
dent inquiry into the opera-
tion of the Salt Spring Island
Fira Manastea et
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We asked: Who would you hke to send to Mars |

Adam Lee

I'd go to Mars. You don’t
know what’s out there, so

you'd get a chance to
explore it.

Julie Zapf
I guess [U.S. President
George] Bush. Because

assassination is illegal.

Bob Williamson
I would send President
Bush, because I do not like
his politics and I think he’s
put the U.S. in a very

Linda Jones
1'd like to send Ernie Eves,
premier of Ontario, to Mars.
I don’t think that his politi-
cal party supports enough of

Ebbe Nilsson

Can you vote for yourself? 1
would not hesitate to go. |
would like to be the first
person on Mars.

uncomfortable position with gl of the people.
other nations.
PUinC must tages or short-term rentals According to the supporting real estate Volunteers joint “SWAT” team of CRD

vote

I would like to add my
comments to the debate
regarding vacation rentals.

I refer specifically to
statements made by Mr.
Booth, pointing out his
majority in the Trust elec-
tion, and inferring that cer-
tain things needed chang-
ing, for example — vaca-
tion rentals and their legali-
ty.

At this time our commu-
nity plan states that vaca-
tion rentals are illegal. I
gather, though, that Mr.
Booth wants to change all
that. But before it can hap-
pen, any changes in the
community plan and the
relevant bylaws have to be
presented to the public and
then voted on.

When my husband and I
came here 16 years ago,
Salt Spring had its own way
of looking at things. We
remember that people rent-
ed out their houses on a
short-term basis, usually
when they were away on
holidays. “Cottages™ meant
for family use were rented
out at a low cost. If a com-
plaint was made it was dealt
with by the owner.

However, we are not talk-
ing now about low-cost cot-

of family homes. We are
into houses bought as a
high interest investment —
the interest being the week-
ly rental which is usually in
the thousand-dollar mark.
Further, the owner may
not be in attendance and
very often in another
province, or even out of
Canada. So these vacation
rentals are not neighbour-
friendly affairs and most of
the people who own them
have no allegiance to Salt
Spring. Their investments
are managed by companies.
And I have not touched
on diminishing water sup-
plies, overloaded septic
tanks and disregard for
neighbourhood values. All
these and more will have to
be considered by the sub-
committee on vacation
rentals which meets every
Tuesday at 2 p.m. at the
Lions Club on Drake Road.
I do applaud the effort of
Mr. Ehring (Driftwood,
July 30) to bring this whole
matter out into the open,
even though he has come
under criticism from other
members of the committee.
I shall no doubt be rebuked
myself, in next week’s
Driftwood, for daring to
take a negative attitude
towards vacation rentals.

grapevine, “no one must
criticize them” and a “gag
order” has been issued by
the committee that no pub-
lic comments of any kind
are to be made by members,
otherwise there will be con-
sequences!

Surely not on Salt Spring,
you say? [ am afraid so.
PATRICIA MASSY,

Salt Spring

Economic
engines

The common fallacy that
“tourism is the mainstay of
our economy” was repeated
in the letter of Wendy
Beatty (Driftwood, August
6). I was told by Glen
Moores, then president of
our Chamber of Commerce,
that the chamber did an
informal study 10 years
ago, which showed that the
main engine of Salt
Spring’s economy was,
unquestionably, pension
income. He said this was
the “nucleus” for island
income, like a big factory in
a town, and the income
spread to all other seg-
ments. Glen is an accoun-
tant, and is not given to
wild statements.

It makes sense.
Pensioned retirees buy,
build and modify homes,

agents and contractors.
They patronize local mer-
chants for the entire year, in
a dependable way. Beyond
economics, these people
help support cultural activi-
ties such as ArtSpring and
work in volunteer groups
that make this community
function so well.

Salt Spring’s major foun-
dation of pension income is
a manageable resource,
because changes in the
character of island living, or
its cost, will influence
retirees on whether to
cOme, settle somewhere

else, or indeed leave as’

some friends have done.
Beatty’s letter says that
the purpose of the Vacation
Rentals Resource
Subcommittee is to ensure a
“diversified economy, satis-
fying the needs of our
tourists.” Surely the pur-
pose must be broader than
that. Even from an econom-
ic standpoint, a first thought
should be the needs of resi-
dents, including pensioners,
and the factors that influ-
ence us to live here.
Perhaps the Chamber of
Commerce could do a new
survey of money flow to
this island.
JOHN SPRAGUE
Salt Spring

The folks at table 17,
Tree House South, dis-
cussed the August 13
Driftwood article on dis-
missing our local volunteer
firfighters.

We concluded that the
primary concern of a volun-
teer (firefighter or trustee)
is the welfare of and service
to the community.

Egos should be way, way
down the list.

Shocked but not in awe.
MARIE and STAN
TEITGE,

KAY CATLIN,

BRIAN ROWLEY,

STAN DERELIAN,
FREDERICK and BREN-
DA BOWES,

Fulford

It's different
for renters

Wendy Beatty wrote in
favour of vacation rentals
last week. I have great
respect for Wendy, however

Wendy is a house owner. [
wonder how different her
opinions of vacation rentals
might be if she was a renter?

As a renter she would be
subject to the will of the
owner and the whims of the
local “government.”

Recently my property at
Lee Road was invaded by a

and Islands Trust
inspector/enforcers. My ten-
ants — a caring, low-impact
couple and their five-year-
old child — were to be
given one month’s notice to
vacate! Failure to comply
left me and the tenants sub-
ject to a fine of “up to
$2,000 per day!”

Thanks to the humanity of
an official at one of the
above-mentioned govern-

ment agencies, I was
allowed to house my tenants
until September.

Where will they go, this
lovely young family who
have much to offer in gar-
dening, art, education and
healing skills?

As the great vacation
rental gold rush is allowed
to proliferate unchecked by
existing bylaws, off island
seems to be the only answer
for many dispossessed.

Who will tend our gar-
dens, serve in our shops and
restaurants?

I have a horrible vision of
Ganges in 20 years time:

“Bell’s Drive Through
Shopping. Mature servers
only, all guaranteed to be
50-plus.”

I can only pray that 1 will
not be alive to witness it.
HARRY J. WARNER,

Lee Road

relief to the

Ex-patriot Americans are a boon for Salt Spring

I would like to say something
pretty controversial and shocking,
particularly here on Salt Spring. I
like Americans.

And [ really like the Americans
who have settled on Salt Spring.
Like myself, they were seduced by
this island. I came over here for
lunch. That was 14 years ago.

In the last six months there have
been a number of disturbing reports
of Americans being deliberately tar-
getted by vandals. There have been
nasty little notes left on wind-
shields. Cars with American plates
have been “keyed” from stem to
stern.

Word spreads quickly. I have had
American friends phone me from
San Francisco, wondering if it was
'safe to come to Salt Spring. I know
Americans who won’t park their
cars in Ganges for fear of becoming
targets. Very nice.

Why all this vitriol for American
ex-pats? Are they stealing jobs from
your children? No, they are likely

SPEAKING

BY PETER VINCENT
employing your children. And
plumbers. And carpenters. And
electricians, gardeners, cleaners.

You don’t come to Salt Spring to
make money. You come to spend it.
And spend they do. They buy
expensive art, fill the restaurants and
open bank accounts. They are gen-
erally easy-going, generous and
would rather slip the “Yankee Go
Home” note left under their wind-
shield wiper into their pocket than
cause a scene by reporting the inci-
dent.

And they buy property. There is a
sentiment afoot that the Americans
are buying up all the property and
pricing the “locals’ right out of the
market. This must come as a great

Asians, who
have worn that
albatross around
their neck for the
past 20 years,
particularly in
Vancouver.

But it wasn’t the Asians in
Vancouver, nor the Americans on
Salt Spring, who set real estate
prices. A property owner will slap
an astronormca]]y stupid price tag
on their little piece of heaven, and if
someone is so taken with our island,
and is so taken with the property
that they are willing to pay way
over market value, the deal is done.

And real estate prices all over the
island float up to that level. If prices
are rising, don’t blame the buyer.
It’s the vendor that sets the price.

Last I heard we were still in a
market economy. I have never yet
heard of a vendor lowering her
price because her conscience was

keeping her up at night.

These purchasers aren’t looking
for single-wide starters on
Maliview. They are big game
hunters, bagging waterfront proper-
ties in the high six or seven figures.
That is indeed rarefied air and, bar-
ring a lotto windfall, the sound of
salt water lapping the edge of my
property is not in the books. But just
because I can’t pony up for water-
front, why should I hold a grudge
for those with the kind of bank
account that allows them to house
hunt along Sunset Drive?

Have my property taxes skyrock-
eted? I own one of those “starters”
on Maliview (which is indeed
pathetic given my advanced age)
and my taxes have only marginally
increased over the past three years.

House prices? Of course they
have taken a quantum leap in the
carriage trade bracket — say, the
$500,000-plus market.

But down here amongst the great
unwashed, house prices in the
$200,000 range haven’t gone up all

that much in the past five years. On
the contrary, ex-pats, whether they
are from Calgary, Copenhagen or
Carmel, aren’t costing us money,
they are making us money, pouring
literally millions into the local
“industry-free” economy.

If you don’t want clear-cut log-
ging, and if you cringe at the
thought of fish farming, then you
should be welcoming these people
with open arms. And please, no pol-
itics.

American foreign policy wasn’t
set by your new American neigh-
bour. In fact, she may have chosen
Salt Spring for entirely political rea-
SOns.

Remember, there was a time not
so long ago that you were a new-
comer to Salt Spring. Give these
newcomers the same courtesy that
you were given. To judge people by
their skin colour, religion or what is
stamped on the front of their pass-
port is blatantly narrow-minded and
should not be tolerated.
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t an A+ for Plz

Preparing children for
the upcoming school year
can mean buying a new
school wardrobe, purchasing notebooks,
pens and other supplies, and of course,
coming up with new lunch ideas.

Research has shown that there is a defi-
nite link between good nutrition, health
and learning. If your child is bringing his
or her own lunch to school, you will want
to pack a meal that contains a variety of
healthy options.

« First, it is important to acknowledge
the tastes of your child. Ask your child to
get involved with the lunch planning,
preparing and packing process.

* Use the Canada Food Guide for creat-
ing healthy meals. Try to include at least
one serving from each of the food groups:
dairy, fruits, vegetables, grains & cereal, &
meats & poultry.

= Try to include foods with varied tastes,
textures and colours. Remember, variety 1s

&‘ .
ANni ng Creative Scho

the spice of lunch as well as life.

* The average lunch period lasts between
20 and 45 minutes. This includes the time
children spend chatting and using the
restrooms, so be sure to include snacks that
are simple to eat.

* Add a few condiment packets from
fast-food restaurants, like ketchup, mustard
& mayonnaise to your child’s lunch box,
rather than placing the condiments on the
sandwich directly. This keeps sandwiches
from getting soggy.

» Vary bread offerings for sandwiches:
try using pita pockets, mini bagels, tortillas
and even mini dinner rolls.

» Cut vegetables into bite-size pieces,
pack in a sealed plastic bag for freshness,
and send alongside a container of flavoured
cream cheese or salsa for dipping.

* A cup of soup, kept warm in a sealed
thermos, or a container filled with pasta
salad are healthy and delicious lunch ideas.
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Please remember to drive safely
and watch for studenis _

*» 537-4144
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Help Kids Get ‘Wrapped Up’ in Learning

Math, vocabulary, science, and
geography —many children flee for
cover just at the mention of going
back to school. After all, doesn’t their
time for fun and adventure end once the
school bell rings? It doesn’t have to.

One of the easiest ways to help your
child excel in school is to make learning
fun, not a chore. Think of all the teachers
who made a difference in your life. They
probably made the subject matter seem
compelling, opened your eyes to new ways
of understanding difficult topics, or they

may have used interesting learning tools
and strategies that made remembering math
formulas or history dates that much easier.
With this in mind, there are several ways
you can give your student a boost by chang-
ing the way he or she looks at learning.
= Be supportive of your child.
= Rely on learning aides that are
educational and fun.
» Look to your local neighbourhood for
hidden lessons.
* Think visual.
« Share your experiences with others.

i 52

Grat Canafn DOI- AH STORE

plus a whole Ilot more!

We invite you to
participate in a school
supplies drive for
island families in need.

GANGES VILLAGE MALL / OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK -~ 537-2480

Harbour Building

7 days a weék‘.

537-5551

Ways To Teach Children Responsible Behaviour

Children learn by observing
the world around them. By imi-
tating what their parents,
friends and teachers do they often learn
what “proper behaviour” really
involves, from follow-through with tasks
to following directions. It’s important to
show your children that you take satis-
faction in acting properly and accom-
plishing difficult tasks.
Here are some easy tips on how to
inspire children to act responsibly.
» Through your daily activities, show your
children that you care about a job well done.
* Perhaps children’s most important
tasks are their school assignments both in
and out of class. When you check home-
work and constructively point out
mistakes, you help teach them see
not only how the error occured, but
how to read over their own work.
By allowing them to correct their
own mistakes, parents can inspire

self-confidence. Be sure to congratulate
your child on his or her good efforts.

» Teaching self-respect does not mean
complimenting everything they do.
Children also need honest criticism from
time to time. When you do criticize, be
sure to do it constructively: it should be
about things your child has done, not him
or her personally.

* Most of all, help children form the self-
confidence and self-respect that come from
opportunities to do good work as students
or as family members.

Rick Off Back to School with a New Pan of Runners

ON NOW UNTIL SEPT. 8TH!

ALL OUR RUNNERS

(non-marking soles)
& other selected footwear for back to
school (up to size 14)

FINE SHOES SOLD AND SOLED

MON.-SAT. 9:30AM-5:30 PM 537-5015

gﬁﬁading Company Bldg., Lower Ganges Road,

00 /OFF KangaROOS'
o Timberland &
ganges - Village- Cobbler

KA'TE FSURP SHOP

#3 Creekside, 1212 McPhillips Ave
T: (250) 537-2330 / F: (250) 537-2397

diversesaltspring.com

clothing co.
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tice, organization and paying
ittention in class are key to making the
rrade, from kindergarten through college.
Nith back to school season right around
he corner, here are some easy ‘“brain
raining” tips to get on track at school:

* Train your brain. Set aside a regular
ime and place to do your homework
veryday so that it becomes a habit.

* Organize your schoolwork and sup-
lies. The process doesn’t need to be a
rainteaser. Have a notebook with sections
or each subject and write down all of your
ssignments in one place. Set up a monthly
alendar and schedule in homework time,
:sts, reports and extracurricular activities.,

It’s scarcely secret that prac-

* Prioritize your homework. You can
alternate easier and tougher assignments,

but it’s a good idea to do the tougher

homework first, when you're feeling alert
and focused.

* Don’t strain your brain! Plan short
study breaks as rewards for getting work
done. Take a five to 10-minute doodle
break for each hour spent studying.

* Don’t be afraid to pick someone else’s
brain. If you get stuck on an assignment,
don’'t hesitate to ask for help from a
teacher, classmate or parent.

» Listen up. Give the teacher your undi-
vided attention — keep those brain waves
focused. Take notes in class and try to
review them daily.

PAINTBALL e HATS » FISHING o ARCHERY

ALK § @H@@L &?mm
o.ne‘|‘@ W V‘QFF B l/mur.
‘. 475 DACINE
™y f\,eece RaIN Geae - ﬂF =%
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OKaTePoards. SHoes JHeLMeTs .
,%a(\tpac&s- 262 8aLLCaTS Toques :
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THRIFTY’S and FAMILY PLACE
invite you to participate in the

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE

for island families in need

Did You Know?

It is important for chil-
dren to review their own
test results. They can
learn from graded exam papers.

Place you donations in our drop box for collection
PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY
tion is worded or misinterprets what
was asked. The child may have known

THRIFTY FOODS
the correct answer but failed to express

“We care about community”
it effectively.

{EWMAN'S GREAT OUTDOOR

GASOLINE ALLEY
537-5860

Learning disabilities can

be overcome, as this list

shows.
ubert Einstein: He did not speak until
s three. Even as an adult Einstein found
t searching for words was laborious. He
nd school work, especially math, diffi-
t and was unable to express himself in
tten language. He was thought to be
iple-minded, until it was realized that he
; able to achieve by visualizing rather
1 by the use of language. His work on
itivity, which revolutionized modern
sics, was created in his spare time.
homas Alva Edison: He was unable to
1 until he was 12 years old and his writ-
skills were poor throughout his life.
eorge Washington: He was unable to

Famous People with Learning Disabilities

spell throughout his life and his grammar
usage was very poor.

* Tom Cruise: Is unable to read due to
severe dyslexia. He is able to memorize
lines and perform on the stage and screen.
Others notables include: Galileo, Mozart,
Wright Brothers, Leonardo da Vinci, Cher,
Bruce Jenner, Thomas Thoreau. Charles
Schwab, Henry Winkler, Danny Glover,
Walt Disney and John Lennon,

If you suspect your child has a learning
disability, you should speak to his or her
teachers and school counsellors, talk with
other learning experts, and consider a for-
mal evaluation. It’s important to remember
that a thorough evaluation of your child’s
skills must be done by a professional.

ACK PACK SPECIAL 8% -4

DOWNTOWN 537-5534 104 Lower Ganges Rd.
UPTOWN 538-0323 372 Lower Ganges Rd.

OPEN MON.-SAT, 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5

They will show where they had diffi-
culty and, perhaps, why. This is
especially important for classes
where the material builds from one
section to the next, as in math.
Discuss the wrong answers with your
children and find out why they
answered as they did. Sometimes a
child misunderstands the way a ques-

OSH KOSH FOR BACK TO SCHOOL‘

Free Bonus of Osh Kosh Socks (value $6.50) with every $40
purchage of reqularly priced Osh Kosh Clothing*

OsHKOSH

B’GOSH"

. GANGES °

* while quantities last
Aug 20-Sept 3

at GANGES STATIONERY

Your locl fice &
school supplies store

166 FULFORD-GANGES RD

Ph/Fax: 537-0665
M-F 9-5:30 / Sat. 10-5

CITY PRICES AVAILABLE ON SALTSPRING




A10 » WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2003

QPINION

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOQOD
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No problem

I raise my hand high
AGAINST traffic lights on
Salt Spring.

By applying a very small
amount of patience, I have
never had a problem at any
of the three “in-town”
intersections singled out by
the Driftwood in the
August 6 editorial as prob-
lem areas.

The patience required to
wait for a clear moment at
these intersections is much
less patience than that
required in being courteous
to the pedestrians wander-
ing all over the downtown
streets on market Saturday.

However, traffic
circles/roundabouts could

even add to the ambience
of Salt Spring as we gently
wend our way through
town, waving to friends
and smiling at jay-walkers.
DEBBIE FEDORAK,
Ganges

Molly’s rescue

Recently 1 was shopping
while my daughter took
care of our dog Molly out-
side of Thrifty’s.

Molly was startled, slid
out of her collar and ran up
Fulford-Ganges Road.

Many caring people,
including Const. Martin
Beardsmore, stopped traffic
to help get Molly off the
road. Molly ended up on
Drake Road at the Moldon

residence, where she was
apprehended and given
some water.

We would like to thank
everyone who took care of
my daughter Deena while 1
was running after Molly, as
well as the caring motorists
and pedestrians who tried
to help, and especially to
the police officer who took
the time to help a confused
dog.

WHITCUTT FAMILY,
Salt Spring

Not
admirable

In his vitriolic attack on
Jan Slakov (August 13 let-
ter), Tom Galvin has lucid-
ly demonstrated the type of

thinking that so disturbed
Einstein after the develop-
ment of the atomic bomb.

Einstein said,
“Everything has changed
except man’s way of think-
ing.”

How can Galvin have so
much admiration for a
country that melted two
cities and their civilian
populations in Japan with
nuclear weapons, defoliat-
ed about 20 per cent of
Vietnam with Agent
Orange, has left depleted
uranium scattered over the
landscape in Iraq, has
installed brutal military
dictatorships in a variety of
Central and South
American countries, assas-
sinated a number of demo-
cratically elected leaders, is
destroying the livelihood of
thousands of Third World

cotton and coffee producers
by subsidizing their own
producers, is the number
one exporter of armaments,
etc.

Sadly, Canada has sup-
ported many of these activ-
ities, if not explicitly, at
least implicitly. If the $8
trillion (US) spent on
nuclear weapon develop-
ment since 1945 had rather
been spent to improve the
living conditions of the
impoverished in this world,
it is just probable that we
would all have a kinder,
safer place in which to live.
BRIAN |. INNEMORE,
Fulford

Wrong Haigh
Susan Lundy’s review of

Homemade Soup: A Fine
Arts Show (August 13) was

most refreshing, especially,
in part, as seen through the
eyes of the two young art-
lovers who accompanied
her through the Alliance of
Salt Spring Artists Summer
Show at ArtSpring.

I am pleased that it is
appreciated by all ages.

I would like it to be
noted that Derrick Lundy’s
photograph on page 18,
showing two Salt Spring
ladies. incorrectly identi-
fies one as being Carol
Haigh. This is in fact Susan
Haigh, who is one of the
exhibiting artists in the
show. Her sister, Carol
Haigh, is not exhibiting in
this show.

An easy mistake to make
but an important one to
correct.

STEPHEN GLANVILLE,
Salt Spring

Always wear

YOIII‘

heﬂlet!

SAUNDERS
SUBARU

1-888-898-9911

both ways
before

Always wear
a lifejacket -
when on

crossing

COURIER SERVICES

937-9699

the water

Bellavance
Welding Ltd.

ALUMINUM BOAT BUILDING

937-4411

BARGE SERVICE

Always Ilsten
to your bus
driver

Stand at the right
spot when
waiting for the bus

I(eep your
hands, arms &
head inside
the bus

say!

is Job #1!

For safety’s
sake listen to
what adults

Education is the

That’s what we do!
And lots more too

()
[ &

best foundation!

DESIGN CENTRE

Srin

SALT SPRING
Linen & Dr

116 HEREFORD AVE., GANGES, 537-2241

cleaners Ltd.

rides from
strangers!

Alws wall( your
bike through
crosswalks

SAUNDERS
SUBARU

1-888-898-9911

HondaF‘Clty

-877-388 6921

Always wear a
helmet when
mlmg your blke

S3lt Spring isfand

ouseboat

COast cottage accessor ies

538-1975

!f’?ndsor _Plywood

7-5564 Fax: 537-1207
‘am-5;30pm
! Sundays

Don’t play
near buses

4& Auto Parts Plus

MORE IN STORE

(SALTSPRING, . TR
AUTO PARTS

SLEGG LUMBER

804 FULFORD GANGES ROAD 537-4978
STORE OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 7 - 5/ Sat. 8:30-5: 00 ; s

Don't tross the |
street between
parked cars

MURAKAM

COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS
ICBC & private insurance claims
handled promptly

537-2239

191 RAINBOW ROAD )

L.

Walk to
school
with friends

( Have a safe and fun year!

from

MOBY'S

Always walk
with a friend,
|n pairs is safer
“_“" Hlotuers anh Wirne

Lucille & Linda

160 Fulford Ganges Rd.
Salt Spring Island, B.C.
537 2231 V6K 2T8

| 106 Jackson Ave. 537-5507 ||

Safety is important

no matter where
you are or what
you are doing

Your Community Newspaper
Since 1960
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OPINION

more letters

Unacceptable

Trustee Eric Booth has
asserted that his win in the
last election was a mandate
for changes to the OCP, in
particular that the status quo
regarding vacation rentals
was unacceptable.

Frankly, the assertion is
patently ridiculous. There are
multiple reasons why Mr.
Booth and Ms. Lineger won
their current office, but legal-
izing willy-nilly the commer-
cialization of our residential
neighbourhoods was abso-
lutely not one of them.

Quite the contrary. Every
review of the issue leading up
to the creation of our OCP
demonstrated overwhelming
community opposition to
full-time vacation rentals and
there is absolutely no evi-
dence that that opposition has
diminished.

Unacceptable? I'll tell you
what’s unacceptable. What’s
unacceptable is for a tiny,
profit-driven, vocal minority
of largely absentee interests
to drive the whole communi-
ty in a direction it has indi-
cated it does not want to go.

What’s unacceptable is for
trustees who are supposed to
be representing the interests
of this community to assert
the contrary and pander to
this greedy little cabal.

No one cares if their neigh-
bour rents out her house to
pay for a couple of months in
Provence. She’ll be back and
things will return to normal.
It’s the full-time, unsuper-
vised vacation rental that’s
causing the grief. Examples
of the massively negative
impact of vacation rentals
have been cited in this paper
repeatedly and sometimes at
length, most recently just
overleaf from Mr. Booth’s
letter by a resident of Point
Reyes Station, California,
who spoke from bitter experi-
ence. The litany of detrimen-
tal effects to the community
is worth repeating one more
time, in case Mr. Booth and
Ms. Lineger missed them the
first few dozen times they

Vacation rentals drive up
real estate speculation and
encourage off-island land
ownership, which in turn
lowers permanent communi-
ty participation and volun-
teerism, negatively affects
school district enrolment and
produces vacant housing in
neighbourhoods.

They displace permanent
tenants, can turn into unsu-
pervised party houses where

the guests might not give a
damn about water use, fires,
noise, etc., and compete
directly with existing legal
businesses that pay signifi-
cantly higher commercial
taxes.

Once allowed, as we’ve
already seen, they grow like
mushrooms and are then
impossible to prevent. They
hollow out communities and,
unlike full-time rentals,
increase the overload on our
facilities when we least need
them — during the tourism
season — while contributing
nothing to the community or
its economy in the off season.
None of this is news.

For Mr. Booth to imply, as
he did in his letter, that legal-
izing them is a done deal,
irrespective of the findings of
the committee currently
studying them or the recom-
mendations of the APC, is a
dereliction of his duty as a
representative of all islanders.

Mr. Booth needs to recali-
brate his self-celebrated open
mind on this issue, and admit
the obvious: Vacation rentals
may be good for the odd
friend, but they are demon-
strably bad for Salt Spring.
SAM LIGHTMAN,

Fulford

Strong muscles

I’d like to reply to the
August 13 letter accusing me
(and others) of being “whin-
ers.”

The letter expresses a point
of view which is actually
quite prevalent I think — the
idea that those of us who crit-
icize U.S. government
actions would not be able to
speak out if we lived under a
dictatorship, and since the
U.S. is such a strong defend-
er of democracy (sadly, not
true), our criticism is “ridicu-
lous.”

I acknowledge that we
Canadians have much more
freedom than many people of
other nationalities. Not only
do we have considerable
political freedom, but we also
have economic possibilities
which can help us to find out
about and fix problems. Our
privilege entails a special
responsibility to work
towards a better world.

Somehow Tom Galvin’s
letter was sent by e-mail to
Mike Kaulbars, who lives in
Ontario. Mike took the time
to reply to the letter and some
of his points are definitely
worth sharing.

Using Tom Galvin’s logic,
people shouldn’t dissent in

repressive countries because
it’s impossible to do so and
in “free” countries people
should celebrate their free-
dom by never dissenting?

Actually, Jefferson,
Lincoln, T. Roosevelt, E. D.
Roosevelt, Eisenhower,
indeed every decent U.S.
president for the past 250
years, repeatedly cautioned
the American citizenry
against blind obedience to
their own government. Most
of them also reminded the
U.S. citizens of their moral
duty to revolt (that’s revolt,
not simply dissent) when the
government betrayed its trust
— which, as they also noted,
frequently occurred.

As for the idea that the
U.S. “rescued” Europe twice
in the last century, it was
pointed out that they did help
in WW I, but actually only
entered that war quite late, in
1917.

As for WW II, Mike
Kaulbars wrote: “The
Russians tied up and defeat-
ed over 200 German regular
divisions while the West typ-
ically faced between 40 and
60 divisions of mostly
Volksgrenadiers and
reservists, except during the
Wacht Am Rhein offensive
(“Battle of the Bulge”) when
an additional 20 or so under-
strength regular divisions
were committed to the West.

By Tom’s logic, should we
not be looking to Russia with
gratitude and for leadership?

Mike also feels those who
fought and died to save their
families from living under
regimes where they are
expected to be flag-waving
automons who keep quiet
and obey orders did not want
their children and grandchil-
dren to become flag-waving
automons who keep quiet
and obey orders.

Freedom is a muscle, you
keep it strong by exercising
it!

He closed with a quote
from Adrienne Rich that is
one of my favourites as well:
My heart is moved by all I
cannot save
so much has been destroyed.
I have to cast my lot with
those who age after age,
perversely, and with no
extraordinary power
reconstitute the world.

JAN SLAKOV,
Deer Park Road

Astonished

I was astonished to read
that two senior and long-time
local volunteer firefighters
have been dismissed from
their positions by the board
of trustees, apparently
because of “lack of respect”
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allegedly shown to the board, MOBILE
and to the department —
(Driftwood August 13). Acupressure Clinic

I recall the magnificent
response, two years ago, by
the local, and off-island, fire-
fighters to extinguish a
potentially disastrous fire on
Channel Ridge. That fire,

Stress and pain relief
« Sports injuries * Sciatica
» Back, neck & shoulder release
* Migraine headaches
Guaranteed Results

Z
B

: CERTIFIED PRACTIONER
which was the result of the
C&IEICSS action Of some piC“ JANET s- HAHVEY 2‘50-537-9812
nickers, came close to $50.00 per hour

spreading into a holocaust GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

similar to those experienced
in central B.C. during the
past week.

If the dismissal of two key
Salt Spring firefighters
results in a devastating local
fire, then “lack of respect”
will be the least of the

The Driftwood Online:

www.gulfislands.net

board’ blems. .
ALAN CLEWS, Seaside Restaurant
alt 3ping ) will be closed for

Exceptional

During my stay on holiday
on Salt Spring Island I was
compelled to visit the emer-
gency facilities at Lady
Minto Hospital.

The reason for this letter is
one of appreciation and
thanks. The service at the
hospital was exceptional!
From registration at the
emergency ward to X-ray and
ultrasound, every staff mem-
ber was efficient and caring.

I would like to especially
thank Dr. Georges
Benloulou, the attending
physician. He was a real
breath of fresh air with his
ability to put every aspect of
his diagnosis in layman
terms.

As a vacationer | truly did
not expect such compassion-
ate and professional care.

Once again, a sincere
thank you!

ROD SCOBLE,
Chilliwack, B.C.

repairs on . . .
Mon. Aug. 25 and Tues. Aug. 26
Reopening Wed. Aug. 27

Hours: 6 am-3 pm Breakfast/Lunch
5 pm-9 pm Dinner ¢ Closed Tuesdays

SIDNEY TRAVEL & CRUISE >

REG. #3694-5

SERVICE LTD.

AT THE LANDMARK
#105-2506 Beacon Ave., Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y2

*Your full service travel agency ¢ Exciting cruises & great destinations
* Business fravel & holiday vacations
» Travel insurance available for peace of mind

call
(250) 656 0905 or 1-800-223-5256

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE
937-9933

Nestled into the rock on this estate-like property of
almost 23 glorious ocean view acres is what is consid- §

WATCH THE EAGLES BELOW...

A MAGNIFICENT
SCHUBART HOME

ered to be one of the finest Schubart designed homes on Salt Spring Island. The 280(} square feet
of exquisite living space features magnificent beams, vaulted ceilings, huge expanses of glass,
massive overhangs, skylights, and superb cabinetry. Schubart was a master of siting a home to cap-
ture the feeling of bringing the outdoors in. The 180 degree view takes in the east shore of
Vancouver Island, St. Mary Lake, Active Pass and all the vistas between. Left in its natural state,
the mountain side acreage offers a network of hiking trails, lookouts, and rocky bluffs sprinkled
with wild flowers. A bountiful well of about 20 gpm and zoning allow

ing for the construction of a seasonal cottage on the property add fur- $ 8 5 0, 000

ther appeal. This is truly a unique opportunity! Phone Donna to view.

Donna Regen, CGA
Pager 1-800-731-7131

www.gulfislandsrealestate.com
expectexcellence @saltspring.com

RE/MAX Realty of Salt Spring

fvmyme Wefmme to Ce(eémte

Five otzfﬁﬁ

Kirtan

Story of the birth and
fife of Sri Krishna

Vegetarian mﬁm

- 'wmm @53?2393 '@&3?”
visitour websites: Purebhakti.com © menaka.aum.ca
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GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Name:; RITA DODS

537/538/653: 537

Occupation(s): Mother, “Granny,”
occasional receptionist, volunteer.
Hobbies: Cooking, royalty, memo-
rabilia, collecting for ALS.

Home finished/unfinished: As
great as it can get — warm and
homey.

Favourite people: Lorraine and
Les, Loretta and Mark, Anna and
Baby William

Favourite read: Reader’s Digest —
always interesting and good
humour.

Crofton space problem
creating sailing delays

Limited space at the
Crofton ferry terminal is
creating delays of up to 25
minutes for the Vesuvius
ferry this summer, according
to B.C. Ferries communica-
tions director Steven
Nussbaum.

Because the holding com-
pound for cars bound for
Salt Spring is small, only

“You have to commend
the crew though,” said
Nussbaum. “Quite often
they work through their
breaks to make up the time.”

Nussbaum said that B.C.
Ferries is involved with

Crofton and the district of
North Cowichan in a water-
front revitalization plan, and
the holding compound space
will be expanded. He did not
know when the expansion
would get under way.

TIM DUKE

DERRIECK?S

>ISLAND PICS

Best thing about SSI: The people,
for their kindness and generosity
shown for the many causes here.
Worst thing about SSI: Folks who
leave big dogs in open trucks,
frightening people as they walk by.
Best place to kiss on SSI?: In my

rocker — with Anna and William.

Rants to the person who
stole a pair of new sandals
left by the side of Weston
Lake while the owner went
for a swim. The owner was a
visitor and now takes away a
bad impression of our island.

Rants for the people who
insist on bringing their
motor boats right up to
Vesuvius Beach with no
thought to the danger to
swimmers and all the chil-
dren who play in the water,
while also polluting the
beach with boat fumes and
noise. Will it take a horrible
accident for you to finally
see the sense in not bringing
the boats so close to the
beach?

Rants to those who didn’t
use the tickets given to them
for the wonderful concert by
the Vancouver Chamber
Choir at ArtSpring and who
thoughtlessly failed to return
them to the box office. There
were many others on a wait-
ing list who were unable to
buy tickets and who would
have loved the concert.

- ROSES

Rmes to everyone who
bought a ticket or made a
donation for the Rusty
Collins Benefit Dance.
Thanks to Thrifty’s, GVM,
Pinnacle Pizza and BC

E
AN =

graphic design

Complete print and web design:

togos & illustration
stationery

Ferries for their kind dona-
tions. A special rose for the
heartfelt donation Valdy and
Kathleen Horsdal dropped
off after passing the hat
around to all the generous
folks from Maracaibo. You
made the benefit exceed our
goal!

The Salt Spring Volunteer
Firefighters Association and
the Salt Spring Fire
Protection District thank
Amos Lundy and the follow-
ing for their donations of
time and materials to the
memorial erected at Fire Hall
#3: Windsor Plywood, Gulf
Coast Materials, Ken Byron,
Drew Clarke, Ganges Village
Market, Thrifty Foods, Grant
Tamboline, Banana Joe and
Marsha Goldberg. If we have
missed anyone, please accept
our thanks.

OSES

Roses to the cashiers at
Thrifty Foods who found my
wallet. Many thanks. J.

Roses to generous
islanders who have managed
to contribute more than $500
to Warchild Canada (and
their efforts on behalf of war-
torn children in Iraq and
around the world) through
two little donation jars at the
Raven Street Market Cafe.
Sincere thanks! Don’t stop
now! RV

Roses to former fire cap-
tains Jeff and Bruce.

Roses to the drivers on the
main road through town who
stop to allow the cars coming
out of McPhillips Avenue
and Rainbow Road to make
a left turn.

-

- Salt Spring Island
Chamber of Commerce

Iank _;ou
to all our Chamber members
who made the

Seattle Yacht Club
Barbecue

J

web sites |
brochures

- & more!

computer consulting

Computer servicing for home and office:
new & used computers
software & accessories
computer set-up & repair
networking _
‘business IT soiutioris .

- pauln@favemsle com

about 12 tickets can be pre-
sold for the Howe Sound
Queen, said Nussbaum.

When the ferry arrives at
the Crofton terminal, cars
have to pay at the ticket
booth as they drive onto the
ferry, causing the delays.

The problem arises most
frequently in the summer
months, when the ferry is
busiest, said Nussbaum. In
May and June, 16 per cent
of the sailings from Crofton
left late.

Other factors, like heavy
loads or stalled vehicles, can
compound the problem.

PLUMBING & HEATING LTD.

Office: 537-8887 or
Pager: 537-8108

AUGUST BLOW
OUT SALE!

3 - 400 GALLON HOLDING TANKS  $375 ea.

2 - 1000 GALLON HOLDING TANKS  $525 ea.
- 1500 GALLON HOLDING TANKS  $675 ea.
While supplies last. Applicable taxes extra.

SERIOUS Aaour WATER STORAGE"

* polypropylene-lined steel cisterns * from 43 cents per gallon installed
* potable water rated * 5,000 to 30,000 gallons = purchase or lease

Roof to tap design service / Supply of custom roof washers & gravity filters

The Rainwater Harvesting Specialists

< Design < Installation < Service
Providing sustainable water to the Gulf Islands

Bob Burgess (Thetis Island)
(250) 246-2155

www.rainwaterconnection.com

| Waltlng for the fel'l'y" =
'FREE PARKING while you enJoyf

% Breakfast - eggs, bacon,
french toast & scrambled tofu
Salmon frittata & more

* Lunch - hot & cold sandwiches,
salads, homemade soups

IN A RUSH? -
homemade baked treats, sticky buns,
pre-made deli sandwiches, pizzq,
espresso, coffee

PS - will be opening for dinner with
izza night & live music in the fall.
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VIDEO RENTALS: The new Movie Gallery outlet in the Village Market centre
opened its doors on Friday.

Movie Gallery opens amid
claims of cut-rate pricing

By DEBBIE WILLIS
Staff Writer

Amid claims that they
will push out local business-
es on Salt Spring, Movie
Gallery, the third largest
video rental store in the U.S.
swung open its doors on
Friday.

The location beside the
Ganges Village Market has
rows of new releases, come-
dies and action flicks, and
the employees were not
worried about letters to the
Driftwood describing Movie
Gallery’s alleged aggressive
business tactics.

“Awesome customer ser-
vice” is the main strategy
for competing with locally
owned video stores on the
island, said Movie Gallery’s
district manager Diana Foot.

Dave Longpre, Movie
Gallery’s Western Canada
real estate manager, agrees.

“We have very good ser-
vice, with staff trained to be
very knowledgeable about
the industry,” said Longpre.

“There are some sensitive
people, I guess,” he said in
reference to letters protesting
Movie Gallery’s move to
Salt Spring. “Several towns
we go into, there [have been]
sensitivities. We hire local
people and hope that they
can reach into the fabric of
the community and offer
what people want: good
selection at a good price.”

Prices for the most recent
DVD releases run at $3.99
for two-day rentals, and reg-
ular DVD and VHS releases
go for $3.99 for seven days.

Older DVD releases are
$2.99 for seven days, and
VHS is $1.99. All games,
except the cheaper Nintendo,
are $3.99 for two days. The
store will be open from 10
a.m. to 10 p.m. and has a
debit machine. Foot also

Rainbow Road
Trading Co.

461 Rainbow Rd.
537-0057
Open Fri * Sat * Sun |1- 5pm

mentioned a deal offered for
frequent renters.

Prices at the locally-
owned Island Star Video for
new releases are $2.99
Monday through
Wednesday, $3.45 on
Thursday, and $4.50 on
Friday and Saturday, said
manager Valerie Nielson.

Nielson said that Movie
Gallery is known for keep-
ing its prices low to initial-
ly drive out competition,
and later raising prices to
recoup their losses.

Foot said these claims
are false.

“Sometimes we up the
prices due to the market,
but usually not right away,
maybe in a year or so,” she
said.

Prices will be lowered in
a month to celebrate
Movie Gallery’'s grand
opening, said Foot. They
will stay low for about
four weeks, before they
return to the pI'BSC[]l rates.

But Island Star’s own-
ers, Tim O’Connor and
John Dolman — who were
out of town at presstime
— had proof of Movie
Gallery’s tactics, said
Nielson.

They rented a new
release at the Movie
Gallery outlet in Sidney
for $5.70, she said.

“From the feedback
we’'ve been getting, the
only thing they have that
we don’t is a bigger DVD
section,” said Nielson,
who pointed out that
Island Star has ordered
more DVDs to expand its

selection. “We have a for-
eign section, and they
don’t. We have documen-
taries, and they don’t.
We've done a lot of things
to get competitive.”

Nielson was also con-
cerned about the impact of
an Alabama-owned com-
pany on the island.

“Everything comes from
the U.S..)” said Nielson.
“All the profit goes to the
U.s.”

But above all, Longpre
said, Movie Gallery is a
company intending to give
consumers a choice.

“People don’t have a lot
of choices [on Salt
Spring]. I would imagine
there is a lot of shopping
that goes off-island, so the
more you can keep on-
island the better.”

No decision yet on moving

[Land Of

The Capital Regional District (CRD) board
last week added its voice to those seeking
reconsideration of a provincial government
plan to close the Victoria Land Title Office
(LTO).

Stan Hagen, Minister of Sustainable
Resource Management (MSRM), last month
announced the office would be closed as of
April 1, 2004, with all records transferred to
the LTO in New Westminster.

However, MSRM spokeswoman Barb
Wright said Tuesday that no final decision
has yet been made by Hagen, who is still
looking at all the information submitted in
response to the proposal.

A CRD staff report noted the office closure
would cause time delays in registering docu-
ments for real estate transactions and increase

1ce to Mainland

costs through higher courier charges and staff
travel expenses, along with other problems.

While many land title services can be
accessed electronically through the BC
Online service, others still require copies of
physical documents dating before 1990 that
cannot be scanned because they were created
using blue ink.

Salt Spring’s regional director Gary
Holman said the issue prompted ample dis-
cussion at the August 13 board meeting.

“It seemed to affect a lot of local politi-
cians who felt quite strongly about the eco-
nomic impacts, primarily,” he said.

One point raised was that a fee-increase
proposal would more than recoup the one-
time $500,000 the government hoped to raise
from closing the Victoria office.

Island clean-up planned

Jaime MacManaway has a
challenge for all islanders:
to clean up Salt Spring.

MacManaway is organiz-
ing an island-wide effort to
pick up trash on the island
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. this
Sunday. The litter removal
will be followed by a
potluck barbecue and live
music.

The crusade of cleaners
will meet outside Patterson’s
Store in Fulford at 11 a.m.
to pick up litter, and will
move to a new location
every 20 minutes or so.

MacManaway hopes the
group will meet again in
Centennial Park to do a
sweep of Ganges at around
11:20, then at the Raven
Street Cafe to clean up
Fernwood at around 11:40.
Twenty minutes after that he
hopes to hit Vesuvius, and
wants to meet with volun-
teers outside the Vesuvius

A beautiful home is made even more beautiful through the use
of Aira Retractable Screens. Our almost transparent,
roll-away screens are designed to fit the looks and lines of
any home and to maximize the beauty of what is seen —
from the indoors to the outdoors.

Sharon’s Country Home

AT GRACE POINT SQUARE 537-4014

www.gulfislandsrealestate.com
expectexcellence@saltspri ng.com

i A SCHUBART CHARACTER HOME
SOUTHWEST FACING OCEAN VIEWS

Welcome to a spectacular Schubart designed home featuring his typical
stunning West coast heavy beam look and exquisite use of natural materials. In
: this home, however, a decidedly gentile country ambiance has been intro-
duced. 1885 sq. ft. all on the main level features a master bedroom/ensuiite
wing with French doors to private deck; guest bedroom; den with access to
¢ another deck; a second 4 piece bathroom; defightful breakfast nook; dining

+ room large enough for a Parson’s table; upholstered bay window seats; and a
- charming sitting room with brick enclosed woodstove. On the lower level,
with private entry and deck, is a seif-catering apartment, 1125 sq. ft., with 2

* bedrooms (both have an ensuite bathroom) and its own laundry room with
- stacking washer and dryer. The owner has operated a very popular B&B in this
, separate area of the house.and would be happy to pass along her secrets of
suicces as a gift. This area would also be wonderful private guest space if you

acre, Is southwest facing and enjoys magnificent views of Sansum Narrows
and unbelievably beautiful sunsets. Private, quiet, and located in one of the
most preferred locations of Salt Spring, Mountain View Drive, it just doesn't get
: any better than this! Call Donna for an appointment to view this very fine

Donna Regen, CGA

Pager 1-800-731-7131
RE/MAX Realty of Salt Spring

$699,000

Pub. MacManaway suggests
that people bring cars if they
want to go from one location
to another.

He wants the day to be
more of a game than a
chore, and hopes people will
come in groups for the com-
munity event.

“It’s more fun than walk-
ing around with a trash bag
by yourself,” he said.

MacManaway does not
live on Salt Spring, but still
feels committed to keeping
it clean.

“I love spending time
here. It’s such a beautiful

place and it’s sad that there’s
so much trash around.”

The Let’s Clean Up Salt
Spring event still needs vol-
unteers to help with the
organization of the day, and
MacManaway said that the
barbecue is also entirely
dependent on volunteers.
People are still needed to
bring food and play music.

Anyone who wishes to
pick up garbage or volunteer
in any other capacity can
reach MacManaway at
SnoWraith@ Snowboard.co
m, or sign up at the informa-
tion centre.

TOP TO BOTTOM
CLEARANCE
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& more
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Two island archers score gold

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Local shooters Lynne and Greg
Durward can add a few more feathers to
their caps after they both won gold at the
66th Annual Canadian National Archery
Championship in Victoria last week.

Women'’s masters-division competitor
Lynne Durward won gold in both the
FITA (Fédération Internationale de Tir a
I’Arc) field and target events and gold in
the FCA (Federation of Canadian
Archers) open event to become the
undisputed national compound-bow
champion.

“It was a great competition,” Lynne
Durward said Monday.

She scored 338 and 340 (out of a pos-
sible 360) to win the FITA field event
after two days of shooting on a course of
24 targets.

The field archery course had targets
arranged at distances of 10-60 metres
tucked away in the forest of the Victoria
Bowmen Archery Club in Colwood, she
said.

“Those are my personal best field
scores.”

But she noted that like golf, scores
from two field archery courses can’t
really be compared because every course
is different.

“I don’t have that much opportunity to
try field archery because there are not
many courses.”

Four days of target shooting at the
Juan de Fuca Recreation Centre saw
Lynne Durward score 1301 and 1309
(out of a possible 1440) by pegging tar-
gets at ranges of 30-70 metres.

Even though she won the August 11-
16 Victoria event, her scores fell well
short of her 1343 personal best.

“The wind was quite strong, which is
quite a challenge. Everyone’s score was
below average because of the wind.”

On the fifth day of the event, Durward
challenged women of all ages, and some
from out of the country, in an open com-
petition with a double-elimination for-
mat.

“We’ve got a lot of very strong young
archers coming up. In fact, the girl I was
shooting against for the gold was a 16-
year old cadet.”

Durward was knocked down to the B-
pool after an early loss but she won all
her subsequent rounds to face the top A-
pool archer in the final match.

“If the other person has not lost a
match, you must beat them twice in a
row, which is what I did. It was pretty
exciting in the end.”

Ashley Wallace of Saskatchewan took
silver in the Canadian Open after
Durward won the 13th round of play.

“It’s interesting to have one of the
most senior competitors vying against
one of the most junior,” she said.

Durward’s husband Greg also scored
top marks in the men’s masters FITA
field and target events to bring home two
golds.

“He is my coach and I attribute a lot
of my success to his excellent coaching,”
she said.

But the coach offered kudos to his stu-
dent.

“She carried the day, I'm afraid.”

Her two wins in the masters division

extended to cover the entire field of
women competitors, he noted.

“Lynne had the highest women’s field
score in all divisions and she had the
third highest among FITA target shoot-
ers.”

While Durward found his own field
scores to be acceptable (340 and 336),
he was not pleased with his target results
(1268 and 1270).

“I shot disappointingly, but I won two
gold medals.”

Fellow islanders Ken Cameron and
Keith Newman also entered the national
competition among 171 archers from
around the country.

“Not bad, to have four archers from
Salt Spring represented at a national
event,” Newman said.

The novice archer shot al82 and a
204 in the field event and a 605 and an
821 in the target shoot as a senior-com-
pound competitor.

“It was a blast,” said Newman.

Cameron hit a 205 and 252 in the field
event as a master-bowhunter-unlimited
competitor.

After two more minor events in
Victoria, the outdoor archery season will
wrap up until spring, said Greg
Durward.

Though he and his wife both won the
national championships, there is a differ-
ent process for admission into the
Canadian National team (to which
Lynne is already a member), Durward
noted.

“There’s no advantage to winning the
nationals, other than the glory of a cou-
ple of gold medals.”

Referees needed for soccer season

By MALCOLM LEGG
Driftwood Contributor

With soccer season eager-
ly tapping at our doors, the
Salt Spring Youth Soccer
Association naturally
becomes preoccupied with
player registrations, uni-
forms, coaches, balls and
more.

Of course, one must not
forget the referees, although
many players and coaches
would like to, since they
play an integral part in the
running of our successful
program.

Once again this season we
are desperately short of ref-
erees, especially at the older
levels, as several senior
youth referees graduated
from school and left the
island this year. And once
again our executive and
myself as the head referee
are putting out the call for
people to step forward to
help us in this area.

It is not like we just hand
anyone a whistle and send
them out on a field to a
game, something some play-
ers and coaches might
believe, but we actually do
the training, pay for upgrad-
ing, supply all the necessary
equipment and provide a
monthly meeting to work on
their knowledge and applica-
tion of the game’s laws.

On top of this is the lucra-
tive pay offered. (Well,
maybe lucrative is stretching
it a bit.) Referees also get a
good workout and rewards
from being an integral part
of the enjoyment that play-
ers get from games.

Our association has a
series of options for all

active and new referees.
¢ Refrecher conres: Qet for

all established Class 4-and-
up reférees on the weekend
of September 6-7, with the
exact days and times to be
announced.

It’s a four-hour course to
bring all referees up to date
with law changes, to brush
up on the laws and have a
discussion on aspects of offi-
ciating.

This course is mandatory
to stay certified with B.C.
Soccer.

Class 5 referees can attend
this course if they wish to
continue on to becoming a
Class 4 or higher referee.

* Class 5 course: The
association is willing to hold
a Class 5 course in
September, which would be
run by the head referee in a
series of mid-week sessions
totalling seven hours. The
course, aimed at youths aged
12 to 14, needs 15 registra-
tions in order to take place.

Fee is $45, and includes
booklet on game laws, refer-
ee’s shirt, shorts and socks,
whistle, game book and
flags.

Class 4 course: Class 5
referees, or anyone 14 and
older, can register to write
the Class 4 exam, which
enables one to officiate all
youth matches. The associa-
tion will pay for half the
course cost and the ferry fee
to travel and take the course
in Victoria. (If we get close
to 15 people on Salt Spring
then we can hold it here.)
The course takes a weekend
to complete and includes the
exam. Those passing the
exam are supplied with the
full strip and equipment.

To register for any of

these courses, or to get more
infarmation ahont refaras_

ing, call me at 537-4970
after 7 p.m. or e-mail to
mlegg @saltspring.com.

You will find, as I have,
that once you start referee-
ing it is a challenging but
very rewarding job. As you
climb up to Class 4 or 3 or
even a Class 1, you can trav-
el to tournaments and offici-
ate provincial games and
tournaments,

So find out more and reg-
ister now — the youth of
Salt Spring need you.

Registration
If you still need to register
your child for the upcoming
season, forms can be picked
up and dropped off at
Portlock Park, or call Mike
Barter at 537-2446.

Association meeting

Our next meeting will be
on Monday, August 25 at 7
p.m. at the Portlock Park
portable. Everyone is wel-
come to come and get
informed about what the
association has planned for

DUNCAN PLAZA, 354 Trunk Rd. 746-8761

this season.

Who knows, you might
decide to volunteer for some
activities that have been
going on.

THE REAL LINDA WOODLEY: Louise Foulis, left,
presents the ladies’ low-net trophy to Linda
Woodley following the recent Salt Spring
Invitational Golf Tournament. The wrong photo-
graph was published last week.

Galiano ball players wanted

Salt Spring Island ball
players have challenged
Galiano Island to a slo-pitch
ball game — or maybe two
— set for September 14 dur-
ing the Roddy Wilson
Memorial Tournament.

But because Galiano has
no team to call on, the smaller
island hopes to assemble
players from two tourna-

ments, one already held at the
Galiano Lions Field on July
27 and another coming up on
August 24, starting at 11 a.m.
Burgers, hot dogs, soft
drinks and a beer garden will
be near the field, and anyone
interested in playing should
contact Eva Wilson on
Galiano at 539-0146 or John
Donaldson at 539-2839.

PREE Swim s e s

Sponsored by THRIFTY FOODS.

Games

Prizes

Special Guest

Shelby Pool
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Team brings home 15 medals from Powell River meet

Twenty-one Salt Spring
swimmers trekked up to
Powell River recently, com-
peting in the region’s B&C
championships, and bringing
home a truck-load of
medals, ribbons and personal
best times.

Team members won a
total of 15 medals and swam
close to 80 personal bests.

The B&C championship is
an annual event that runs
two separate meets consecu-
tively, based on “B” and “C”
times. Swimmers are unable
to compete in any event in
which they have achieved an

“A” time during the season.

Nineteen of the swimmers
qualified for finals in Powell
River, including novice
swimmer Liam Sinclair, who
entered his first 50-m events,
and took second place in
Div. 1 50-m back.

Top three “B” swimmers
were awarded medals at the
event, while 4th-6th-place
“B” finishers and Ist-6th
“C” finalists won ribbons.

Topping the medal round
was Div. 4 swimmer Isaac
Raddysh, who came home
with three gold “clinkies.”

Danielle Viozzi (Div. 6)

won two gold and a silver,
while Grace Morgan (Div. 2)
took home gold and two sil-
ver.

In Div. 6, Noah MColl
won gold and silver.

Single medal winners
included Emily Gix (gold),
Rebekah Lee (gold), Adriane
Harkema (silver), and
Matilda Morgan (bronze) in
Div. 2; and Div. 5’s CC
Coelho (silver).

Harkema hit the best times
(BTs) challenge head-on,
swimming seven personal
bests.

Maddi Mackay, Grace

Morgan, Rebecca Hylands,
Meredith Raddysh, Isaac
Raddysh, CC Coelho and
Danielle Viozzi all achieved
5 BTs, while Matilda
Morgan, Rebekah Lee, and
Bradley Watson swam to
four BTs.

Medals, top placements
(with no designation
between B and C meets) and
best times from the B&C
Championships in Powell
River were as follows:

Div. 1 Maddi MacKay,
1st, 2nd, 4th, 5 BTs; Liam
Sinclair, 2nd, 3rd, 2 BTs.

Div. 2: Emily Gix, 1st,

Alice Fraser low gross winner in 9-hole play

Alice Fraser carded a low
gross score of 56 last
Wednesday in ladies’ nine-
hole play at the Salt Spring
Golf Club. She was fol-
lowed by runner-up Joan
Conlon with 57.

Low net was won by
Isobel Heffernan and
Conlon, both with a 36
score. Runner-up was
Fraser with 38. Putt pot
winner was Joyce
Thompson with 14.

Fraser won a chip-in on
#13 and Joyce Thomson on
#15 and #18.

Vi Austin won a playoff
for Frattinger Cup runner-
up with a low-net score of
39, beating Ann Leigh-

GOLE
TEES

Spencer.
In 18-hole ladies’ play
last Tuesday, Eileen Botham

won the Bank of Montreal |

Cup with a low net of 69.
Runners-up were Pat
Lavender, Mildred Mitchell
and Marlane Rista with 74.

Botham won the putt pot
with 27 putts.

In business ladies play the
same day, Dora Reynolds
won low gross with 47, fol-
lowed by Deb Hamilton and
Joanna Barrett with 53 for
runners-up.

Heather Lawler won low
net with 34. Runner-up was
Carolyn Mouat with 35.

Femmy Schuurmans won
the KP on #11; Hamilton
and Mouat tied for the putt
pot with 15.

Bill Bauman and Keith
Lavender took first place in
a two-ball best ball event on
men’s day Thursday. Both
carded a net 58.

Tied for second place
were Bob Hann, Dennis
White, Gus Mitchell, Glenn
Champion, Larry Davies
and Mike Morgan with net
61. The 50/50 winner was
Don McMahon.

High handicap KP win-
ners were Mike Morgan on

#2 and #11 and Tim
McBride on #6 and #15.

Low handicap KP winners
were Winton Derby on #2
and #11 and Gus Mitchell
on #6 and #15.

The Fickle Fingers’ 31st
anniversary was recently
celebrated with their annual
nine-hole, four-man best
ball tournament.

The Anniversary Trophy
went to the winning team of
Warner Woodley, Bob Rush,
Peter Brodie and Vic Austin.
They came in with a team
score of 37 (one over par)
and 13 putts.

KP was Jim Andrews and
longest drive was made by
Sterling McEachern.

4-H Sheep Club members spend summer
learning how to spin and knit wool

By MARANDA BELANGER
Special to the Driftwood

This summer, Salt Spring
Island 4-H Sheep Club
members have been learning
knitting and spinning at
workshops with instructors
Susan Berlin and Cheryl
Weibe.

We started at the end of
June not knowing anything.
We continued to go to work-
shops every week to practise
more, then participated as a
team at the Natural Fibre
Festival on July 27 to go
from “sheep to scarf.”

At the beginning of July,
members of the 4-H Sheep
Club were hard at work
preparing their lambs for
their first show, Saanich

Project Day.

They all had a great time
competing and Salt Spring
Island member Adrienne
Parks came home with the
Grand Champion
Showmanship ribbon.

Later in the month was
the club camp-out. We
brought all our sheep to the
Farmers Institute to camp
with us.

The next day, July 23,
was our club Achievement
Day with judge Christy
Robley.

Kylarr Simmers received
the Champion Best Fitted
and Trimmed award.

The second weekend in

August saw some club
members attend the Coombs

h& 977216 & SERSUMMER SPECIAL |
) GLOVE  20% OFF ALL |

SERVICES I . EXTERIOR COATINGS !
:}k; PRESSURE WASHINGL\'[:

537'1 51 7 ; COUPON EXPIRES AUGUST 26, 03
1-877-231-1595| 1 SOME CONDITIONS APPLY 1

+ 19 years experience
* 100% money back guarantee
= Serving SSI and Outer Islands

I  weacceprssportaps |1

L-------‘

Dr. Alda Blanes
Chiropractor

290 Churchill Road
537-8896

Summer Hours:

Tuesday & Thursday: 12 — 6pm

or by appointment

Fair, followed by camping
and showing sheep at the
Vancouver Island
Exhibition in Nanaimo this
past weekend.

Everyone in the club
sends a thank-you out to all

“The co-0p . . . if's a great way fo
be a part of your community. "
EMILY CAMPBELL
Customer Member
Staff

Clean
Lean
Meat

New

Malumer

Bison Burgers

Community Owned
& Operated
e

Everyone Welcome
Monday to Saturday
9:30am - 6pm
Sunday & Holidays
llam - 4:30pm
GASOLINE ALLEY 537-4247

those who have helped us
with our goals over the

SUmmer.

Tussie Creek.

4th, 3 BTs; Adriane
Harkema, 1st, two 2nds, 4th,
7 BTs; Rebekah Lee, 1st,
2nd, two 4ths, 4 BTs; Grace
Morgan, 1st, two 2nds, 5
BTs; Matilda Morgan, 1st,
3rd, 5th, 4 BTs; Amalia
Smith, 4th, 3 BTs; Connor
Elwell, 2nd, 3rd, 2 BTs.

Div. 3: Lara Coelho, 2nd,
4th, 5th, 2 BTs; Rebecca
Hylands, 1st, two Sths, 5
BTs; Kara MacKay, 1 BT;
Meredith Raddysh, two 1sts,
4th, 6th, 5 BTs; Julian
Smith, two firsts, 3 BTs;
Bradley Watson, 2nd, three

Visit our website:
www.meritfurnitureduncan.com

FURNITURE
APPLIANCES
MATTRESSES

Over 20,000 sq. ft.

e of inventory

MERIT
FURNITURE
1-250-746-5527

Located in the old Country Grocer Building

2956 BOYS ROAD, DUNCAN / Locally owned
Open Mon.-Sat. 9:30 - 6., Sun. 12 -5

3rds, 4 BTs.

Div. 4: Erica Cronin, 4th,
3 BTs; Olivia Morgan, 3rd,
2 BTs; Isaac Raddysh, three
1sts, 5 BTs.

Div. 5: CC Coelho, two
1sts, 2nd, 4th, 5 BTs.

Div. 6: Danielle Viozzi,
two lsts, 2nd, 4th, 5 BTs;
Noah McColl, two 1sts,
2nd, 2 BTs.

TRINCOMALI
TRANSPORT CO.

(250) 360-7426

trincomali.transport@shaw.ca

- *Marine freight service
-+ Regular propane delivery

* All dock repairs & installations
- +Wood Miser portable sawmill

FULLY CERTIFIED
& INSURED

537-5233

or any other chronic condition?

Erna Robertson r.rcmr.

Registered Acupuncturist, Registered TCM Herbalist

7A - 121 McPhillips Avenue

Do you suffer with arthritis pain, migraines, insomnia or sleep
disturbances, menstual problems, menopausal symptoms, asthma,

Chinese Medicine may help! | would be happy to answer your
questions in a free 15 minute consultation.

The Ministry of Transportation
advises motorists of a detour that
will be in effect while the Bonsall
Bridge is being upgraded at

s NOTICE TO MOTORISTS =

BRIDGE CLOSURE & TRAFFIC DETOUR
Bonsall Bridge — Crofton, BC * August 13 — 28

Between August 13 and 28th
there will be no access to or
from Crofton, Crofton Mill, and
the Salt Spring Island Ferry
through Mount Sicker or
Chemainus Roads. '

All travellers going to the ferry
and Crofton will exit the Trans
Canada Highway at Herd Road
and then take a left onto Osborne
Bay Road. Osborne Bay Road
becomes York Avenue which will
take motorists to Chaplin Street
and the ferry. Motorists leaving
from Crofton and the ferry

Bell McKinnon Road

CHEMAINUS
&

NANAIMO
i/
DUNCAN

&
VICTORIA V

Herd Road

(11”“‘1 L

MUNICIPALITY OF
NORTH COWICHAN

&
(e

ul‘l-‘fhl-Ln_rn{”1

towards the Island Highway will
follow this same route in reverse.

This detour route will result in a distance
increase of 18km for motorists travelling
from the north.

The Ministry of Transportation apologizes
for any inconvenience this detour route
may cause. Please allow extra time to
reach your destination, anticipate heavy

For more information contact:
Scott MacDonald, Project Supervisor,
Bridges, Ministry of Transportation
South Coast Region
Phone: 250-248-7530

traffic along the detour route, and
observe speed limits and directional COLUMB]A
traffic signs. Ministry of Transportation

s

BRITISH




A16 » WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2003

S PO RIS & RECGREATTON

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

‘I just like going through the water,’
says 10-yar-old gold medal winner

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Two young Salt Spring
breaststrokers led the way to
the medal podium at the
provincial swimming cham-
pionships last weekend, win-
ning five medals and taking
close to 20 seconds off their
personal best times.

In total, the Salt Spring
team brought home an
unprecedented 14 medals
from B.C. championship
competition held at Saanich
Commonwealth Place.

Ten-year-old Sierra Lundy
came within 1.2 seconds of a
provincial record as she
swam to gold in the Div. 2
50-metre breaststroke with a
time of 41.32.

“I was aiming for ‘41" and
[ got it,” Lundy said, beam-
ing.

“I’ve been trying pretty hard with
practising and training. I was anxious
to race this one race and I tried my
best.” she added.

Lundy trains six times a week by
swimming approximately two to three
kilometres per session, she said.

“I enjoy training. I like just going
through the water.”

In Div. 1 girls competition, eight-
year-old Eryn Gix took three seconds
off her regional time to win bronze in
the 50-m breaststroke, swimming a
personal best of 48.52.

“It’s pretty exciting,” Gix said.

She had already won gold and two
bronze medals earlier this month to
qualify for the provincials, but the glit-

ter of those medals paled against the

glory of a provincial award.

“This felt bigger because it was
against way more people,” she said.

Both girls represented Vancouver
Island as breaststrokers in the regional
relay competition, with Lundy’s Div. 2
girls team winning gold and Gix’s Div.
1 team picking up bronze.

“Swimming on the Vancouver Island
region medley team was a lot of fun,”
said Gix.

Although Lundy was seeded 5th in
the 100-m IM (the individual medley
which combines all four strokes), she
took four seconds off her best time to
win bronze with a 1:24.73.

As well, Lundy took 5th in 50-m ﬂy

fly (32.99).

Logan-Webb also had top-
place finishes in her four
events, swimming to a Sth in
100-m back (1:12.03), 11th
in the 200-m IM (2:44.65)
and 50-m free (29.02) and
12th in 100-m free
(1:04.02).

Both island teens also
came home with bronze
medals when their regional
relay team took third.

Div. 4 swimmer Brendan
Nickerson went into finals
seeded 8th in his 200-m IM
event and came out 6th. He
also took 10th in 100-m
back (1:16.31), 17th in 50-m
fly (34.20), and won bronze
with his regional relay team.

Coach Christina Penhale

BRONZE WINNER: Eryn Gix, 8, swims for a bronze
medal at the provincial championships on the weekend.

(39.08) and 10th in 50-m backstroke
(41.65). Gix placed 11th in 50-m fly
(48.42), and 13th in the IM (1:48.23).

Lundy swam personal bests in all of
her eight races, slicing off a total. of
nine seconds. Gix swam personal bests
in five of her six races, cutting off 9.5
seconds.

But both Lundy and Gix said meet-
ing new friends from different commu-
nities was the highlight of the event.

“My [toughest] competition is now

" a best friend,” said Lundy.

Stingrays coach Kellie Rolston,
who lives on Salt Spring during the
swim season, added five medals to her
collection, winning gold in Div. 8
100-m fly (1:07.33) and 200-m IM
(2:32.06), silver in 100-back (1:11.13)
and regional relay event, as well as
bronze in 50-m fly (31.04).

Salt Spring Div. 6 swimmers Nicola
Temmel and Miranda Logan-Webb
also competed in finals at the three-
day event, which hosted about 1,000
swimmers from all over the province.

The meet was run with morning
heats from which the top eight swim-
mers moved into afternoon finals, and
the 9th-to-16th-place finishers swam
in consolations finals.

Temmel made finals in three of her
four events — placing 6th in 100-m
back (1:13.75), 7th in 100-m fly
(1:15.26), and 8th in the 200-m IM
(2:41.93) — and took 12th in 50-m

o "Vernissage"
" Opening Night
August 5th
" e 7pm to 9pm

in the gallery

featuring
over 40 local artists
with The Artemis Trio
and Stephen Glanville

also made a top-eight finish
in Div. 7, taking 5th in 50-m
fly (33.29), and won gold
with her regional relay team.

Five Stingrays qualified to swim in
one individual event at the provincial
championships.

Winning the consolations finals and
therefore taking 9th place were: Div. 3
swimmers Danica Lundy in 50-m fly
(36.61) and Meredith Raddysh in 50-
m breast (42.78); and coach Chris
Brodie in 100-m back (1:09.99).

Div. 2 swimmer Liam Budd took
10th in 50-m breast and 5th with his
regional relay team: Sarah Penhale in
Div. 4 placed 20th in 100-m back
(1:25.27); and Noah McColl took
26th in 100-m fly with a 1:25.16.

Four Salt Spring relay team swim-
mers also made top-eight placements,
with the Div. 2 combination of Emily
Gix, Sierra Lundy, Grace Morgan and
Matilda Morgan taking 7th in the
medley relay and 8th in the free relay.

The Div. 6 group of Victoria Budd,
Logan-Webb, Temmel and Danielle
Viozzi placed 8th in the medley event,
while the freestyle relay, which
included Logan-Webb, Temmel,
Viozzi and Meaghen Toole, took 7th.

“It goes to show what our kids can
accomplish with our little pool,” said
swim-mom Maureen Gix.

Coaches from other teams might
mock the local training facilities but
islanders still haul in more than their
share of medals, she noted.

“It’s not the pool, it’s the kids.”

WINS THIRD PLACE: Heather Meek earned a berth
on a Canadian national sailing team with her finish
at the Junior Sailing Nationals.

Island sailor on
national team

Salt Spring’s Heather Meek has earned a berth aboard the
national sailing team after placing third among young
Canadian sailors racing at the Junior Sailing Nationals in
Vancouver last week,

“I did quite well, to my surprise,” said Meek.

The 17-year-old mariner hardly thought she would win
races against competitors from all over the country at the
event, even though she had previously placed well in local
races this season: second in the Canadian Forces Regatta
and first in the Cow Bay Regatta.

“The nationals is quite a high-level competition so I did-
n’t expect to do as well,” she said.

Meek races in radial-Laser sailboats and took third
among junior women (11th overall against male and female
competitors) at the Junior Sailing Nationals.

*] had a lot of fun. I just went to it because it was in
Vancouver and this is the last year I could go.”

Over 200 young sailors from Newfoundland to Victoria
competed at the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club between
August 8 and 13.

Apart from seven races in six days, highlights included
billetting at U.B.C. and making friends with racers from all
over the country, she said.

Meek currently works as a sailing instructor at the Salt
Spring Sailing Club. She plans to join the Royal Victoria
Yacht Club so she can train in Victoria twice per week.

Phota by Demick Lundy

PrRorPaANE DELIVERSs THE POWER.

WE peELiVER THE FREEDOM.

Superior Propane is a constant presence in the Gulf Islands region!

For over 30 years, Superior Propane has been meeting all of your
residential, commercial and industrial energy needs. Our staff of

19 propane specialists is hard at work in your area. You can continue
to rely on them for deliveries, equipment sales, installation and
after-sales service today and for years to come.

Along with years of experience, Superior Propane also offers custom-tailored
Budget and Service Plans allowing you to lock-in your price
and have equal monthly payments. Call Superior Propane today!

We proudly put all our energy into serving
the Gulf Islands communities!

Sup'gﬂeor

Propane delivers the power. We deliver the freedom.

1877 873-7467

e ik am

T

EppTe—

TR R

st

)
#H




