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FOOD BANK FUNDS: . Launi 
Middleditch sells her wooden 
Christmas trees at the Fulford Hall 
Christmas Craft Fair. The trees cost $20 
each and Middleditch is donating pro-

ceeds to the food bank. She is also 
organizing a food bank fundraiser in 
the form of a Christmas dance at 
Meaden Hall this Saturday night. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Bird count set for this Saturday 
Local bird watchers are 

invited to grab binoculars, 
handbooks and rain-hats to 
collect reports for the Salt 
Spring winter bird count. 

"The annual count is 
scheduled for December 15, 
which makes it almost cer­
tain to be the worst day of 
the year," quipped organizer 
Nancy Braithwaite. 

For purposes of the count, 
the island is divided into 11 
zones (plus Prevost Island). 

Zone coordinators are try­
ing to gather flocks of enthu­
siastic birders and more vol­
unteers are eagerly wel­
comed, Braithwaite said. 

It will be hard to fill the 
shoes of knowledgeable and 
passionate Ganges Harbour 
birder Allan - Best, who 
passed away this year, she 
commented. 

While Saturday's count 
will not be included in the 
official Audubon tally, 

results will be reported to 
the Royal B.C. Museum and 
Bird Studies Canada, 
Braithwaite said. 

She noted two new books 
on the market that might be 
of particular use this week­
end: the Sibley Guide to 
Birds and the Kaufman 
Focus Guide to Birds of 
North America. 

Contact Braithwaite (537-
9335) for more information 
about the bird count. 

Gulf Islands Veterinary Clinic 
Wishes all our '1riends" and their owners 

:itappy :itotidays 
WE WILL BE CLOSED FOR: 

Tuesday Dec. 25 
Wednesday Dec. 26 

Tuesday Jan. 01 

PHONE 537·5334 (REGULAR HRS. & AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES) 

WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 13, 2001 
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Community help sought 
as islander feeds street kids 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
Staff Writer 

A Salt Spring woman on 
the brink of losing her own 
house is opening up her 
property to homeless youths 
for a ·solstice gathering next 
week. 

Sandie Ferguson, who for 
the past several years has 
provided temporary living 
space for street kids and 
often functioned as the only 
link between the youths and 
their desperate parents , 
expects several dozen young 
adults will descend on her 
Robinson Road home for 
the December 21 gathering. 

"Some of the kids [attend­
ing] will still be on the 
streets; some are doing well 
at getting their lives togeth­
er," Ferguson said last week. 
"It will all be young people 
who have been through my 
house before." 

Ferguson first opened her 
house to street youth six 
years ago as she searched 
the streets of Victoria and 
Vancouver for her own run­
away daughter. 

Ferguson and her daugh­
ter Danielle will be the sub­
ject of a series of articles set 
to run in the Driftwood early 
next year. 

But in the meantime, 
Ferguson is appealing to the 
community for help in feed­
ing the homeless youths 
who will probably be living 
with her for several days. 

" It feels weird to ask," 
said Ferguson, who has only 
turned to the community for 
help once before. "But I'm 
very broke and I'm scared 
about losing my property." 

The bank has handed 
Ferguson a pending foreclo­
sure notice, giving her until 
April to refinance her mort­
gage. 

Those planning to attend 
the gathering are doing so in 
support of Ferguson and in 
the hopes of helping her find 
creative ways to save her 
property and continue using 
it to benefit street kids. 

"They are coming as a 
show of support for this 
place where they can get 

together in · comfort," 
Ferguson said. "It's a place 
where they don' t have to be 
afraid." 

And Ferguson knows how 
frightening street life can be 
- both for the youths living 
in urban "squats" and for 
their parents, who for years 
often have no idea whether 
their children are dead or 
alive. 

"I don't know of a kid 
who hasn't slept in the same 
building as a corpse," she 
said. · 

Last May marked the first 
gathering Ferguson held in 
which she appealed to the 
Salt Spring community for 
help. (Several businesses, 
including Thrifty Foods, 
Ganges Village Market, 
Embe Bakery, Barb's Buns 
and the Growing Circle 
Food Co-op came forward 
at that time and Ferguson is 
extremely grateful to them.) 

The gathering was held in 
memory of Ariel, a 21-year­
old friend of Danielle's who 
had spent time at Ferguson's 
home and was battling a 
heroin addiction. She over­
dosed on the drug last 
spring. 

One of the youths who 
carne to that gathering, and 
who will be here again next 
week, said seven of his 
friends have died in the past 
12 months. 

"The young people I 
know are absolutely tired of 
what they are seeing," · 
Ferguson said . "They are 
seeing kids dying - from 
drug overdoses, disease, sui­
cide and so much lack of 
health care." 

She said the youths hope 
to create awareness in the 
community of how much 
Ferguson and her property 
mean to them. 

"They want to do some~ 
thing positive .... They 
want to come forward to 
share their knowledge." 

Ferguson has numerous 
ideas for using her property 
to benefit youths and to gen­
erate some income. The 20 
acres is an entrancing mix­
ture of steam, field, wood, 

gardens and unique, hand­
crafted fencing. Much of the 
work on the property has 
been done by the various 
youths who have stayed 
there. · 

But Ferguson's work -
also from her home - as a 
dental hygienist does not 
generate enough money to 
pay the bills and for four 
years she has been Working 
to subdivide five acres and 
sell it to a friend, who plans 
to hold it for her. However, a 
serious error made by a 
lawyer, combined with new 
Trust subdivision require­
ments, have delayed the pro­
cess and left her finances in 
jeopardy. 

She hopes the youths at 
the gathering will help her 
find ways to use her proper­
ty to create awareness of the 
street kids ' plight. 

"I can't help but feel that 
miracles do happen." 

And Ferguson could use a 
small miracle to feed the 
young people who arrive at 
her home next week. (At the 
last gathering, 32 youths and 
17 dogs showed up for the 
four-day event.) 

"It's a bit of a loose can­
non at this point," she said. 
" If I had my way l'd -do a 
big turkey dinner (it is the 
only Christmas most of 
them will have) and then 
light a big fire outside for 
everyone to sit around and 
visit." 

Every corner of 
Ferguson's house- includ­
ing her and her partner 's 
bedroom (they will move 
into a yurt on the property) 
- will be transformed into 
sleeping quarters for the 
youths. 

Ferguson also has a huge 
army tent which she has 
erected and will heat with a 
woodstove. 

"I have no idea how I'm 
going to do it," she .said. 
But she is trusting that a 
miracle will occur. 

Anyone who can help 
Ferguson provide food 
and/or utensils to the street 
youth can leave her a mes­
sage at 537-0630. 

For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. 

-Isaiah 9:6 

Tfie .9Lng{ican Parisfi of Sa{t Spring Is Cane£ 

Christmas Services for 2001 
December 16 December 24 - Christmas Eve 

7:00pm Advent Lessons & Carols at All Saints' 7:00pm Family Eucharist and Blessing of the 
Creche at All Saints' 

December 23 7:00pm Holy Eucharist at St. Mary 's 
2:30pm Christmas Carol Sing at St . Mary's 11:00 pm Midnight Mass at All Saints' 

December 25 - Christmas Day 
10:00 pm Holy Eucharist at All Saints' 

?{ 



9am - . 9pm 9am - 5pm 
Dec. 15 & 16 

A donation to the Food Bank gets you a game! 

-
Supporting the people 
and the island we love! 

I 

• Best Bowler • Worst Bowler 
• Most Unusual Bowler 
AT KINGS LANE . 537-2054 

SPONSORED BY: 

lU are plear:~ed to r1upport 
thu timeLy Community 

Food Bank Drive. 

%e . 'Flowers by Arrangement 
o/esuvrus Pub Beth cherneff ~37-9252 

Proudly supporting . 
our special community 

SAM ANDERSON 
APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 

together with 

GULF ISLANDS 

OPTICAL 

MOUAT'S 
~~ 

Proud to be 
a community player 

537-5551 

\RANGES 
VILLAlifM~~KET 

f::;::, '* < 
' o/·S 

C ( •t. p"'· d' ommunz. ,y rou . 
,_..,~ 

· May all beings be happy. 
537-449-1 

Hrs: ?am-5:30pm / 1-121 Mcphillips at Creekside 

Have a 
Ball! 

We're bapp~ to support 
this communit~ event 

$2 SHARE A BIT 
OFBC 

GOODNESS 
NOfH I NO H SI 
COM II UOII 

"Serving Islanders 
Since 1928" 

. Please add $2 to my grocery bill . . 
for my local Food Bank. www.saltspnngrealty.com 

"l'BRIFTV ~ 1111111111111111111111 · 

FOODSTM ~ ROYAL LEPAGE 537-5515 
0 ha f &: fur!M 1111111111111111111111 
ts w tweTe .amous 

TREAD SHED 
·2000 

Proudly supporting 
our community 

537-2876 
#2-111 Robinson Rd. 

Not a creature 
was stirring, 

except for a mouse! 

TRIBAL DRUM COMPUTERS 
537·0099 

-
Acousr;c PLAN£r 

Whatever 
you need 
to stay in 

tunes! 
537-9668 

I~L~ND ~T~~ VIDIO 
* large selection of new releases * vcr rentals * video games & machines * open 7 days a week 
156C Fulford Ganges Rd., 

(next to Work World) 537 4477 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. • 

Island Star: The Sequel 
537 ·8334 at GVM 

COURIER SERVICES 

Pleased to support this 
important drive! 

Convenient new location 
537-9699 

133 Ave. 

Please support our local 
food drive. 

PLEASED TO SUPPORT OUR 
COMMUNITY EVENTS! 

liGHTDl. ;116 
PRESSP 

320A Upper Ganges Rd Phone/Fax 537-4422 
Salt Spring Island, BC E-mail: lightning@saltspring.com 

Proud to support 
this special food drive 

for our 
special com~unity! 

Pleased to play a role 
in this important 

community food drive 

YOUR SOUTHERN FRIENDS! 

Patterson Market Ltd. 
FULFORD HARBOUR • 653-4321 

Bowling ••• Billiards ••• Arcade ••• 
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Specials! 

HAS: MON·FRI. 9AM · 9PM 
SAT. 10AM • 9PM I SUN. 10AM • 7PM 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD PEOPLE & COMMUNITY THURSDAY. DECEMBER 13, 2001 • 83 

THANKS SAM: Sam 
Cochrane, centre, is 
honoured for 25 years 
of service to the Beddis 
Waterworks District at a 
dessert potlock Sunday. 
Seen here, holding a tap 
on Cochrane's cake, are 
(from left): Tom 
Volquardsen, Judith 
Bradley and Don 
Stevens. 

Photo by Derrick. Lundy 

Ceremony recalls violence 
By PIRJO RAITS 
Staff Writer 

The stars twinkled bright­
ly overhead and the cool 
night air was a gentle 
reminder that it was indeed 
December. 

Sixty community mem­
bers gathered in a circle .at 
Centennial Park last 
Thursday evening to 
remember 14 young women 
who were shot to death at 
Montreal's L'Ecole Poly­
technique in 1989. Each 
year since, community 
members have gathered to 
pay tribute to these woman 
and to highlight the need to 
end . violence against 
women. 

Each person at Thursday's 
ceremony lit a candle and 
joined in a circle to lend 
support to the ongoing battle 
to end violence against 
women . Songs were sung 
and poems were read. 

The Raging Grannies, 
along with accompanist 
Barrington Perry, opened by 
singing One More Step, fol­
lowed by Bread and Roses. 

Poems by Edna St. 
Vincent Milay and Judy 

Chicago were read and the 
evening's sentiments were 
probably summed up best in 
the line: "Remember us you 
who are living, ... speak for 
our silence ... weave the 
web of peace." 

"We thought this act 12 
years ago would end the 
violence against women. It 
so abhorred us we thought it 
wouldn't happen any more, 
but there are 45 women 
missing in Vancouver and 
they have been written off 
and forgotten . Viole nce 
most often comes from deep 
woundedness and to end it 
must begin with us right 
here and right now,"said 
Patricia Houston, who came 
forward to speak to the 
issue. 

The circle was opened up 
to .anyone who had some­
thing to say on the topic. 
One young man came for­
ward and said, "Love will 
lead us. It all begins with 
one and all it takes is one of 
us to save one." 

Houston again came for­
ward and questioned why 
people would get together to 
remember and what would 

such a meeting ·accomplish. 
How -would it help, why 
were we doing this? 

The answer was simple. 
"If we nave to go to the 
ramparts it is better to do it 
with your friends. That's 
why we stand in the cold on 
December 6 and remember 
this. 

"With the increasing vio­
lence in the world today it's 
important to come here and 
remember to treat everyone 
as you would like to be 
treated yourself." 

Women of Note sang a 
couple 'of songs into the 
night air and the evening 
ended with the song We 
Shall Overcome. 

Thursday's Candlelight 
Vigil was organized by Salt 
Spring Women Opposed to 
Violence and Abuse 
(SWOVA). SWOVA is- a 
grass-roots, pro-active, non­
profit society dedicated to 
raising awareness about the 
issues of violence and abuse 
against women and children 
in the Gulf Islands commu­
nity. 

The organization can be 
reached at 537-1336. 

Avison show up at 'Roasters' 
A new show of paintings 

by master watercolourist 
Jack Avison is currently on 
display at the Salt Spring 
Roasting Company in 
Ganges. 

The Yorkshire-born artist 
attended art education col­
leges in Bradford and 
Newcastle. He has lived on 
Salt Spring since 1980 and is 

well known for having 
shown and taught art locally 
over the past decade. ' 

His current 11-painting 
show features contrasting 
colour studies of vivid emer­
alds, moorland mauves, ter­
racotta bronzes and irides­
cent butters, all awash with 
the misty glow of westcoast 
twilight. 

On his profile at the 
Roasting Co. , Avison 
explains three major things 
governing his work: to pass 
on as much knowledge as he 
can and enthuse those who 
come for assistance; to main­
tain his stand to offer only 
original work to the public; 
and to expand his ability as 
far as can be attained. 

%ant~ou! 
On Dec. 8th, Santa's 
Helpers, Lee, Mary 
Anne McColl & family, 
owners of Salt Spring 

Bulk, fed Santa's sleigh (actually a 118 ft. ship) for its journey through the 
southern Gulf Islands. A special r-0-o-a-a-r of appreciation is given by the Salt 
Spring Lions Club, the Lions Clubs of Bellingham and, we are sure, the 
community at large for the McColls' continued support of this yearly 

venture. You really bring in the 
-~ H?liday§eaS8f1 ,"YI-~9.<:tlot of smiles 

and cheers>MerryChrist,mas from 

us all! SALT SPRING LIONS & 
BELLINGHAM 

r-------• 
I Are YOU in the book? I 
I To advertise in the next I 
1 SSI Directory, 1 
I ~u I 
I s37-2ooo I 
1 Leave your 1 

business name, mailing 
I address and phone number, I 
I and ask us to mail you an I 
I Advertiser Information I 

Package. 
I Package will be mailed in January I .. _______ .. 

HOT TUB 
Sales I Service I Chemistry 

Repairs of Saunas • Pools • Jaccuzies 

Holger Hermann 
Technician 

100 Twinflower Way 

537·5147 
holger@hermann.ca 

~ays ... 
. .. THE WELLNESS ZONE 

in the comfort of your home 

Holistic body work 
Reiki 
Spa treatment 
Workshops 
Gift certificates 

" ... it is the spirit which creates the body." 
- -GOETHE 

~tl4te~ 
Christmas Gift Certificates from the Wellness Zone 

make the perfect Christmas gift for a loved one. 

5% of all Christmas Gift Certificates proceeds will be 
donated to the Island Christmas Hamper. 

The donation is tax deductible and a receipt will be made 
out in your name and will be given to you before the 

year end for income tax deduction purposes. 

7()~ ~ a. ~aflluf. ~eatt4 
a.d a. f'eaul«f. ~~ ~1 

email: reiki@saltspring.com e~ 

6P[CTACULAQ fLOQAL 

~an8ements ~ C({Jhristmas 
~ Wreaths ~ Garlands ~ 8wa8s ;. Centerpiec(AI) 

MADE 'ID OQDEQ WITti 
FQE&ti &EA60NAL FLOWEQ& 0 GQEEN& 

Flowers by Arrangement 
Beth Cherneff - 537-o/252 

Open lOam - 5pm Mon.-0al • '320 Lof18 tlarbour Qd. 

Does your dog look & 
Smell like the Grineh? 
If so ... book now for a 

Merry Christmas Clip~~ D.ip 
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Waterfront parcel cost $9,500 
Forty years ago 

• For sale: cozy one-bed­
room cottage on an eight­
ac re lot with 440 feet of 
waterfront on Walker Hook 
Road, $9,500. 

• Hundred s of people , 
including a cabinet minister 
and government off icials, 
attended the funeral of long­
time island resident Gavin 
Mouat. 

Thirty-five years ago 
• A long-awaited power 

line from Montague Harbour 
to North Galiano was near­
ing competition. Residents 
had waited 10 years for 
power to reach their end of 
the island. 

• For sale: spacious, two­
acre waterfront lot on 
Spanish Hills, North 
Galiano. West-fa_cing proper­
ty with a fine moss and arbu­
tu s covered building site, 
and a small pasture in the 
rear: $5,750. 

Thirty years ago 
• An on-off-on referendum 

for additions/renovations to 
Salt Spring elementary and 
secondary schools was on 
again, with the Ministry of 
Education authorizing a refer­
endum for a $752,000 project. 
Two weeks earlier the ministry 
cancell ed the referendum. 
Then it relented and let the dis­
trict proceed with a vote on a 
less expensive project. 

Included in the plans were 
the addition of an activity 
centre to the elementary 
school and a new home eco­
nomics and industrial arts 
centre at the high school. 

Twenty-five years ago 
• Salt Spring resident 

Larry Holbrook took three of 
his racing pigeons to the pre­
mier livestock show in North 
America and came away 
with a bundle of prizes. 

~/i;?nUalldioaJ­
on your retirement! 

SCOTT BERGSTROM 
from the Board of Trustees 
and the Administration of 

School District #64 

Drawn around 1935 by Gordon Prat, this image of 
the Cy Peck ferry coming into Salt Spring is found 
on an old postcard submitted to the Driftwood -by 
Julie Sweetnam. 

DOWN THE 
YEARS 
• Ganges RC MP threw 

down the gauntlet to volun­
teer firemen on Salt Spring. 
The two entities planned to 
o ut -d o eac h other a t a 
blood donor clinic. Police 
agreed to wash three fire 
trucks if they failed to give 
more blood than the fire­
men . If the firemen lost, 
they would have to wash 
two po li ce cars and the 
police boat. 

Twenty years ago 
• The traffic pattem in 

Ganges was about to change. 
Salt Spring 's transportation 
committee displayed its pro­
posed traffic flow system for 
Ganges. Proposals included 
both short and long- term 
plans, one of which called 
for installation of a traffic 
light in the village core. 

Fifteen years ago 
• A" 10-fold increase in 

insurance costs for the 
Bellingham Jaycees' 
Christmas ship threatened to 
scuttle the annual event. The 
ship had visited the Gulf 
Islands for the past 35 years, 

handing out gifts for chil­
dren and shut-ins at a dozen 
stops en route. 

"It's something to worry 
about," said Tripo Costello, 
who was scheduled to make 
his 25th appearance as Santa 
Claus. 

Ten years ago 
• Following a four-hour 

meeting, parks and recre­
ation commission members 
and market vendors agreed 
to a January 6 deadline to 
develop 'a draft licence of 
occupation for use of 
Centennial Park space for an 
outdoor market. 

Those involved in the 
negotiations expected to 
have an agreement in place 
before the season started in 
the spring . Still to be 
resolved was the issue of 
commercial products being 
sold in the market. 

Five years ago 
• The Salt Spring Trust 

Committee requested the 
. Capital Regional District put 
a stop-work order on the 
Bullock Lake resort project. 
The Trust based its position 
on the belief that a building 
permit was issued without 
proof of potable water. 

THREE CHEERS 
FOR THE CHAIR: 
Salt Spring Legion 
Branch 92 and the local 
fire department con­
tributed funds to 
Greenwood~ to pur­
chase a new chair used 
in bathing. Seen here 
with Greenwoods resi­
dent Dora Atkinson are, 
from left, fire chief Dave 
Enfield, Alan Wyatt 
(representing the 
Legion). Greenwoods 
employee Kirk Johnston 
and firefighter Todd 
Mcintyre. 

Photo by Derrick. Lundy 

.?7/~~oa 
for 20 years of service! 

JOHN CAMERON 
from the Board of Trustees 
and the Administration of 

S..A."V"E 

200./.. until 10 Dec. 24th 

School District #64 Located in the Trading Co. Building I Fulford Ganges Road 
Monday- Saturday 9:30- 5:30 • 537-5015 

GET ALL DRESSED UP ... 
without last seasons wrinkles and s 
·We take the utmost care in cleaning & 
finishing your clothes so you'll look 
your best! 

Don't forget the carpets! 
Our steam cleaner will deal with 
the before & after dinner stains. 

Tablecloths & Napkin 
rentals too! 

• 
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WARMING THE INSIDE~ James Scarfo serves 
up hot, organic apple cider as the shopping hordes 
descend on Beaver Point Hall's annual Christmas 
craft fair held last weekend. Photo by Derrick. Lundy 

Cyclists on island 
• • • 
Ill peace IDISSIOD 

A few weeks ago Hornby 
Island resident June Hamley 
had a life-altering dream 
about refugees in 
Afghanistan. 

Now she is on the last leg 
of a 200~kilometre cycling 
trip spreading a message of 
peace from the Canadian 
Forces Base at Comox to the 
legislature in Victoria. She 
was on Salt Spring last week. 

"I had a dream that inno­
cent civilians were feeling . 
threatened. They looked at me 
and said, 'You're going to let 
this happen to me?' They 
were very up'set." 

Hamley is deeply con­
cerned about the estimated 
five million Afghan refugees 
displaced by U.S.-led military 
action. 

"Afghanistan has a harsh 
climate. If something isn't 
done, a lot of people will 
starve or freeze in the coming 
months. We cannot let that 
happen." 

She decided to take a long 
journey in winter - a simula­
tion of the travels experienced 
by refugees - to help foster 
public interest in the plight of 
irmocent civilians. 

"It's scary for me to think 
about having to walk with my 
child all that way through 
mountains and cold weather. 
But that could never happen 
here; it wouldn 't be allowed;' 
she said. 

The single mom noted she 
is not an experienced cyclist 
and said her four-year-old son 
remained berund on Hornby 
with rus father. 

Cycling with friend Bryan 
Lyon, the two posted articles 
at bulletin boards in all the 
towns along their route. 

These articles, penned by 
UBC profes sor Sunera 
Thobani , Osgood-Hall pro­
fessor Michael Mandel and a 
Montreal Gazette journali st, 
promote greater dia log ue 
about events in Afghanistan. 

"I had been frustrated about 
what to do with this informa-

tion and felt like I needed to 
do something to raise aware­
ness;' Hamley said. 

She is convinced the war in 
Afghanistan is illegal and that 
non-military options need to 
be pursued to solve the prob­
lems there. 

Hamley also believes the 
U.S. needs to take responsi­
bility for funding and sup­
porting terrorist organizations 
(such as the Afghan 
Mujahedin rebels in their 
fight against the Soviet Union 
in the early '80s). 

Ten years ago U.S. policy 
makers refused to sign a 
treaty banning arms sales to 
groups other than nations, she 
said. 

"I just trunk that if I sold 
weapons to my crazy neigh­
bours, I would have to be held 
respOnsible for their actions." 

Hamley encourages people 
to write letters to Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien 
protesting military aggression 
in Afghanistan. 

"I hope to inspire others to 
take a stand to prevent further 
military action." 

She is also suggesting con­
cerned global citizens donate 
money to refugees through 
the Mennonite Church by 
calling (604) 850-6639. 

*TRUCK MOUNT POWER 
*100% GUARANTEE 
*ENVIRONMENTALLY 

FRIENDLY 
*25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Gulf Islands 
Carpet & 
Upholstery Care 
537·4944 

Prescription drug 
misuse at centre 
of support group 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Popping pills to control 
pain, sleep disorders, moods, 
behaviour and weight is a 
common practice in North 
America. 

Got a headache? Ads sug­
gest "take a pill." Doctors 
commonly prescribe medi­
cations to treat in somnia, 
anxiety or depression . And 
parents of unruly children 
are often encouraged to use 
drugs to he lp control · 
behaviours. 

Our society is inundated 
with a plethora of powerful 
medicines and all of these 
medicines have side effects. 

One possible side effect of 
prescription drug use is 
addiction. 

"Abused or misused drugs 
could be anything that's 
being used not in accordance 
with a prescription," said 
Paul Gregory, director of 
adult services at Salt Spring 
Community Services. 

"Pain killers are frequent­
ly misused," he said. 

Codeine (Tylenol 3) , 
Percodan and Demerol 
count as commonly abused 
prescription drugs. 

"In Canada we can pur­
chase Aspirin with codeine 
over the counter, where 
that's not possible in the 
U.S." 

Sleeping pills, diet pills, 
anti-depressants (like 
Prozac), anabolic steroids 
and stimulants (such as 
Ritalin) also top the list of 
potential problem medica­
tions. 

"Some people have trou­
ble with anxiety medications 
where there could be other 
coping mechanisms," said 
Gregory. 

But, he pointed out, 
"Abuse of a medication is 
more important than 
whether you need a prescrip-

? 

tion to get it." 
As a result of client 

requests, Community 
Services is trying to put 
together a self-help group 
for people who abuse or 
misuse prescription medica­
tions. 

"We had a client express 
interest and we are aware of 
additional need within the 
community," Gregory said. 

He has notified physicians 
about the proposed program 
and hopes to get referrals. 

A Prescription Drug 
Misuse Support Group will 
be modelled after other 12-
step addiction programs. 

Drug and alcohol coun­
sellor Dave Vollrath will 
work with participants to 
create peer support and edu­
cation to help reduce abuse 
in regular Friday morning 
sessions. 

"The program is based on 
a harm-reduction model," 
Gregory said. 

"You don't necessarily 
have to be abstinent to 
reduce harm." 

The harm-reduction 
model allows people to have 
more control over health 
decisions, he said. 

"We look at where a per­
son is at rather than where . 
they need to be." The aim of 
the group is "to give others 
choices and help support 
other choices," Gregory said. 

Sessions will include a 
psycho-educational compo­
nent to provide information 
about how particular drugs 
affect individuals through 
side effects and long-term 
effects. 

"We will also be helping 
members to recognize the 
various stages of addiction." 

Interested persons are 
invited to contact Vollrath 
at Community Services 
(537-9971) for more infor­
mation. 

We hope your holiday is richly 
decorated with love and happiness 

Thank you for your trust in us. 

;~\ Salt Spring Island Community Senices 
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd . 

537-9971 
ALL OF OUR SERVICES ARE FREE 

* 24 HR. CRISIS LINE: Dial 0 and ask for ZENITH 2262 (no charge). 
Caller is connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria. 

* EMERGENCY FOOD BANK: Open Tuesday 11-3. 
• COUNSElliNG SERVICES: Crisis and short-term counselling provided 

by Community Workers. 
* AlCOHOl & DRUG PROGRAM: Prevention & treatment se rvice is tree 

& confidential. 
* FAMILY PlACE: DROP IN- Mon.-Wed. 9:30am-noon. Please watch 

for coming events. FAMILY WALK in Mouat Pk, rain or shine Thurs. 
@ 10. Belly Talk & Rug Huggers Thursdays 2pm-4pm. 537-9176. 

• RECYCLE DEPOT: Open Tuesday - Saturday from 10:00am-5pm, 349 
Rainbow Rd ., 537-1200. 

* COMMUNITY WEllNESS PROGRAMS COORDINATOR: Call Sharon 
Glover at 5~7-4607. 

* Emergency Mental Health Services available: 4pm to midn ight. 
Access is available through the Emergency Rm at Lady Minto Hospital 
call: 538-4840 

Christmas Hampers - Register Now! 

May you and your family 
enjoy the many blessings 

that give true meaning to the 
,holiday season. 

It is our pleasure to wish all of you 
a very Merry Christmas 

From all of us at 

BARRY, McLEAN & SACKER 
Certified General Accountants 
Linda, Catherine, Edith, Fred and Paula 

FOXGLOVE . 
FARM 6 GARDEN SUPPLY 

Corner Atkins & Lower Ganges Rd. 
Open Mon. - Sat. 9-5:30 537-5531 



TRIM-LINE 1610 
Walking Treadmill 

..... . . 

• LCD display provides quick view­
ing of_ all workout data 

• 17 1/2" x 49" belt 
• Readout: Time, distance, speed 

and calories SALE 
• .s to 10 mph REG. $1399 PRICE 

FITNESS ACCESSORIES 

GIFT IDEAS 
• Stretch tubes & bands . • Ankle/Wrist weights 
• Exercise mats • Handgrippers 
• Pedometers • Boxing gear 
• Bodr bars I' • Fitness & health videos 
• Dumbbell sets ·. • .& books . . ., 

- ·~ ·~ 

FITNESS 
EQUIPMENT 

• Fully programmable 
• 20 inch belt 
• 2.7 hp continuous-duty 

motor 
• 15% incline 
• 4 customized programs 

PAcEMASTER 6 

PRO-PLUS II 
Treadmill 



Make a Great Move! 

FOOD BANK 
DRIVE 

by the 

Salt Spring Island 
Ambulance· Service 

Saturday Dec. 15 
Sunday Dec. 16 

LIST YOUR PROPERTY NOW! 

THIS 
WEE-K'S 
MOVIES 

THURSDAY, DEC 13 
~ 

(D ***The Long Goodbye 
(1973,Crime Story) A man finds himself 
wrapped up in murder, double cross, and stolen 
money. Elliott Gould, David Arkin (2h) 

7:00PM 
D The Spreading Ground Captain 
Neimen bribes the mafia to find and execute 
the killer of five little girls. Dennis Hopper, 
Leslie Hope (2h) · 

8:00PM 
m@ ***Wyatt Earp: Return 
To Tombstone (1984,Western) An 
aging Wyatt Earp returns quarter century later 
to his biggest showdown. Hugh O'Brian, 
Bruce Boxleitner(2h) 

9:00PM 
0 What Lies Beneath 
(2000, Thriller) The wife of a professor 
investigates the murder of a beautiful college 
student. Michelle Pfeiffer, Harrison Ford 
@_15) 
ffi**MyGirl 
(1991 ,Comedy/Drama) An eleven-year-old 
tomboy must come to grips with the realities of life. 
Macaulay Culkin, Anna Chlumsky(1h30) 

10:00 PM 
(D **Silver Bears (1978,Drama) 
A financier acquires a Swiss Bank to store ill 
gotten gains for his boss. Michael Caine, 
Cybil Shepherd (2h) 

10:30 PM 
(ID ** Oh Heavenly Dog 
(1980,Comedy) A detective is reincarnated 
as the lovable dog Benji to find his killers. 
Chevy Chase, Robert Mor/ey(1h45) 

11 :15 PM 
0 The Watcher (2000,Thriller) A serial 
killer begins sending a detective pictures of his 
victims. James Spader, Marisa Tomei (2h) 

11:30 PM 
Om Drowning in Dreams (Docu­
Drama) A wealthy entrepreneur dreams of rais­
ing the Gunilda, a steam yacht that sank. (2h) 

FRIDAY, DEC 14 
~ 

(D ***Duel (1971,Thriller)Ahigh­
way motorist becomes engaged in a game of 
death with a vengeful truck driver. Dennis 
Weaver, Tim Herbert(1h45) 

7:00PM 
D Vertical Limit (Action) A climber · 
must rescue his sister on top of K2, one of the 
world's biggest mountains. Chris 
O'Donnell, Robin Tunney (2h30) 

8:00PM 
0 m *** Miracle on 34th 
Street (1994,Drama) Santa tries to instill 
belief in a skeptical child and her struggling 
mother. Lord Richard Attenborough, 
Elizabeth Perkins (2h) 
ffi CUJ fn (]j) The Christmas 
Secret (2000,Family) A scientist sets out 
to prove that reindeers can fly and discovers 
Christmas. Richard Thomas, Beau 
Brid~(2h) 
fJ)(1Z) ** Jason's Lyric 
(1994,Drama) Tm brothers are pitted against 
one another as they try to cope with a family 
~~Allen Payne, Jada Pinkett(2h) 
~(12) ** Hot Shots! Part Deux 
(1993,Comedy) A pilot is called into action to 
rescue soldiers who were called to rescue sol­
diers. Charlie Sheen, Lloyd Bridges (2h) 

9:00PM 
(ID *** Forever Young 
(1992,Drama) The subject of a cryogenic 
experinent is revived after 50 years by a boy and 
his mother. Mel Gibson, Elijah Wood(1h30) 

9:30PM 
0 Quills (2000,Drama) The life of scan­
dalous 18th century erotic wr~er Marquis de 
Sade. Geoffrey Rush, Kate Winslett (2h) 

9:45PM 
(D * And God Created Woman 
(1987,Action) A woman breaks out of 
prison, is sent back and then marries a car­
penter to get out. Rebecca De Mornay, 
Vincent Spano (2h) 

10:30 PM 
(ID **Stealing Home (1988,Sport) 
After a friend dies. a baseball player reviews his 
life ard the opportunities he missed. Mark 
Harmon, Jodie Foster (1h40) 

11 :30 PM 
O m *** Dave (1993,Comedy) 
-An ordinary guy is asked to double as the 
President of the United States. Kevin Kline, 
Sigourney Weaver (2h) 

YOU'R WEEKLY PULL·OUT TV GUIDE 
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~~.00! 

BUY A STAR CHOICE OR A BELL EXPRESSVU SATELLITE DIS 
& A CHANCE TO WIN A 27" PANASONIC TV. 

(DRAW BEFORE CHRISTMAS, DETAILS IN STORE) 
In store demonstration of both systems at Radio Shack. You compare picture quality, sound, programming etc. and decide what suits you. 

Ask us for details on pricing specials, program credits, etc. 

QSI ELECTRONICS RADIO SHACK ASC 1 162 Fulford Ganges Rd., 537-w.;L•LL 
is better. ask us 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

11:45 PM 
(9 Confessions of a Sex Maniac 
(1979,Drama) An architect searches for the 
perfect breast to serve as the blueprint for his 
building. Roger Lloyd Pack, Vicki Hodge 
(1h30) 

SATURDAY, DEC 15 
6:30PM 

0 Prancer Returns (2001 ,Family) 
A boy's care and concern for an orphaned rein­
deer brings his town and family together. 
John Corbett, Stacy Edwards(1h30) 

7:00PM 
0 CD*** Antz (1998,Comedy) 
A worker ant breaks away from his society 
while trying to win a princess' affection. 
Woody Allen, Sharon Stone (2h) 

8:00PM 
0 Anti Trust A computer programmer 
discovers that his boss has a ruthless way of 
dealing with problems. Ryan Phillippe, 
Rachael Lei9h Cook (2h) 
fi) C1Z) Livmg in Peril 
(1997,Suspense) An architect is stalked 
by a truck driver following a highway alterca­
tion. Rob Lowe, James Be/ushi (2h) 
ffi (j2) **** Sergeant York 
(1941, War) A Tennessee boy becomes a 
hero by single-handedly capturing 132 
German soldiers. Gary Cooper, Walter 
Brennen (2h30) 

9:00PM 
0 (liD ffi@ *** National 
Lampoon's Christmas Vacation 
(1989,Comedy) A man plays host to 
numerous dysfunctional relatives during the 
Christmas holidays. Chevy Chase, 
Beverly D'Angelo (2h) 
ffi ***The Doctor (1991 ,Drama) 
A surgeon is diagnosed with throat cancer and 
learns what it is like to be a patient. William 
Hurt, Elizabeth Perkins (1 h55) 

9:45PM 
(9 *** Postcards From the 
Edge (1990,Comedy) An actress must 
deal with her famous mother upon returning 
from rehabilitation. Meryl Streep, Shirley 
MacLaine (2h) 

10:00 PM 
0 ** High Fidelity (2000,Drama) 
A newly dumped record store owner thinks 
about relationships with aurally fixated clerks. 
John Cusack, /ben Hjejle (2h) 

10:55 PM 
ffi *** Coupe De Ville 
(1990,Comedy) Three brothers get to know 
each other again as they drive a car from 
Detroit to Miami. Patrick Dempsey, Alan 
Arkin (1 h35) 

11 :45 PM 
(9 **** Stand By Me 
(1986,Comedy/Drama) Four friends set 
out on an adventure to look for the missing 
body of a local teenager. Wit Wheaton, 
Corey Feldman (1h45) 

sUNDAY, DEC 16 
6:06PM 

(9 ** Sleeping with the Enemy 
(1991, Thriller) A woman tries to escape 
her abusive husband by staging her own 
death. Julia Roberts, Patrick Bergin (2h) 
f1!)~ **Home Alone 2: Lost in 

_ New York (1992,Comedy) Kevin finds 
himself separated from his family in New York 
City at Christmastime. Macaulay Culkin, 
Joe Pesci (2h30) 

7:00PM 
0 (liD *** Antz (1998,Comedy) 
A worker ant breaks away from his society 
while trying to win a princess' affection. 
WooEY_ Allen, Sharon Stone (1 h) 
W W ****The Scarlet 
Pimpernel (1935,Drama) A crusader 
rescues innocent aristocrats from violence of 
the French Revolution. Leslie Howard, 
Merle Oberon (2h) · 
0 State and Main A movie crew 
invades a small town whose residents are 
ready for showbiz glitz. Michael Higgens I, 
Michael Bradshaw(2h) 

8:00PM 
0 ** Babe: Pig in the City 
(1998,Family) Babe travels to the big city to 
help farmer Hoggett save the farm from bank­
ruptcy. Megda Szubansk, James 
Cromwell (2h) 
(9 **Dying Young (1991,Romance) 
A woman becomes the companion to a 28 year 
old man dying of leukemia. Julia Roberts, 
Camp~/1 Scott(2h) 
fi}l1Z.J ****Glory (1989,War) 
The story of America's first Black unit of sol­
diers during the Civil War. Denzei 
Washington, Morgan Freeman (2h30) 
ffi (j2) ***Tequila Sunrise 
(1988,Action) Two friends who grew up on 
opposites sides of the law confront each other. 
Mel Gibson, Kurt Russell (2h30) 

9:00PM 
0 Loser (2000,Romance) A scholar­
ship student simultaneously tries to fit in and 
win the girl of his dreams. Jason Biggs, 
Greg Kinnear@) -
0 (liD 0(1!) ***Titanic 
(1997,Drama) Two young lovers find one 
another on the maiden voyage of the R.M.S. 
Titanic. Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate 
Winslet (2h) 
ffi@ **Urban Legend 
(1998,Horror) College friends are stalked by 
murderer who kills them one-by-one in style of 
urban myths. Jared Leta, Alicia Witt(2h) 
ffi *** A Christmas Carol 
(1938,Drama) A miserly old man changes 
his ways after he is taught a lesson in charity. 
,E!.EJinald Owen, Gene Lockhart(1h10) 
W (fi) A Town Without Christmas 
(2001 ,Drama) A race begins to find Chris 
who threatens to harm himself. Patricia 
Heaton, Peter Falk (2h) 

10:00 PM 
f1!) ~ ** Home Alone 2: Lost in 
New York (1992,Comedy) Kevin finds 
himself separated from his family in New York 
City at Christmastime. Macaulay Culkin, 
Joe Pesci (2h30) 

. 10:10 PM 
(ID **Always (1989,Drama) An 
angel guides a young pilot who pursues the 
same career and woman as he did. Richard 
Dreyfuss, John Goodman (2h) 

10:1 5 PM 
(9 ** Mystic Pizza 
(1988,.Comedy/Drama) Three wartresses 
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a pizza parlor. Julia Roberts, Lili Taylor (21i) 
11 :00 PM 

0 The Nutty Professor II: The 
Klumps (200Q,Comedy) A man discov­
ers traces of another man's DNA in his system 
when he finds a youth serum. Eddie 
Murphy, Janet Jackson (2h) 

MONDAY,_ DEC 17 
Blm"PM 

0 (2) Oliver Twist (1999,Drama) 
An ill-treated London waif gets involved with 
the arch-fiend Fagin and his youthful gang. 
Sam Smith, David Ross (2h) 
0 The Neverending Story (2001) 
Mark Rendall, Victoria Sanchez(1h30) m G2) ** Falling in Love Again 
(1980,Drama) A married man returns to his 
hometown where old feelings of his first love 
are rekindled. Elliott Gould, Michelle 
Pfeiffer (2h) 

9:00PM 
0 GID O CH.l ***Titanic 
(1997,Drama) Two young lovers find one 
another on the maiden voyage of the R.M.S. 
Titanic. Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate 
Winslet (2h) . 
ffi(N) *Jack Frost (1999,Fantasy) 
After his death, a father comes back as a snow­
man and must put things right with his son. 
Michael Keaton, Kelly Preston (2h30) 
ffi ***In the Nick of Time 
(1991 ,Drama) Santa Claus has seven days to 
find a successor after his elves miscalculate his 
reign. Lloyd Bridges, Michael Tucker(1h30) 

9:30PM 
0 Echo Lake (2001 ,Mystery) A man 
returns to the place where he and his missing 
brother had camped a year earlier. Todd 

· Witham, Harrison Coe (1h30) 
10:00 PM 

(9 *** Les Girls (1957,Musical) 
Three showgirls recall different versions of 
their time together touring Europe. Gene 
Kelly, Mitzi Gaynor(2h) 

10:30 PM 
ffi * Problem Child II 
(1991,Comedy) A young boy ruins the rela­
tionship between his father and his faiher's new 
girlfriend. John Ritter, Michael Oliver (1h30) 

11 :00 PM 
0 Kick (1999,Drama) A championship 
rugby player decides to quit the brutal sport to 
become a ballet dancer. Russell Page, 
Rebecca Yates (1h30) 

TUESDAY,, DEC 18 
B'mJI-'M O m Oliver Twist (1999,Drama) 

An ill-treated London waif gets involved with 
the arch-fiend Fagin and his youthful gang. 
Sam Smith, David Ross (2h) 
OCH.l Stolen Miracle (2001,Drama) 
Real-life story of the December 23, 1993 
Christmas-time abduction of a new-born baby. 
Leslie Hope, Hugh Thompson (2h) 

9:00PM 
ffi(N) Christmas in My Home Town 
(1996,Drama) A man from the city comes to 
small town to downsize the community factory. 
Melissa Gilbert, Tim Matheson (2h) 
ffi The Ultimate Christmas 
Present (2000,Comedy) Two twelve-year 
old girls stumble upon a mysterious device that 
creates weather. Peter Scolari, Bill 
Fagerbakke (1h25) 

10:00 PM 
0 Proof of Life (2001,Action) A 
woman hires a professional negotiator when 
her husband is kidnapped in South America. 
Meg Ryan, Russell Crowe (2h15) 

10:25 PM 
ffi * Howard the Duck 
(1986,Adventure) A life-size duck from 
outer space saves Earth from the Dark 
Overlords of the Universe. Lea Thompson, 
Jeffrey Jones ( 1 h55) 

WEDNESDAY, DEC 19 
~ 

ffi * Nothing Personal 
(1980,Comedy/Drama) A college profes­
sor and a lawyer attempt to stop the slaughter­
·ing of baby seals. Donald Sutherland, 
Suzanne Somers (2h) 

7:00PM 
0 Off Season (2001) After losing his 
parents in a car accident, a young boy grows 
attached to an old crook. Sherilyn Fenn, 
Hume Croyn (2h) 

8:00PM . Om Oliver Twist (1999,Drama) 
An ill-treated London waif gets involved with 
the arch-fiend Fagin and his youthful gang. 
Sam Smith, David Ross (2h) 

9:00PM 
0 Virtual Sexuality (1999,Comedy) 
A London teen looks to lose her virginity, but 
first is accidentally turned into a man. Laura 
Fraser, Rupert Penry:.Jones (1h30) 
0 CD** Arrival II (1997,Sci-Fi) 
A man urges others to work against an inter­
stellar threat'from aliens. Patrick Muldoon, 
Michael Sarrazin (2h) 
ffi CNJ fB (ll) The Sons of 
Mistletoe (2001 ,Drama) A boys foster 
home is in jeopardy when its benefactor dies 
and his heirs want to close it. Roma 
Downey, Doris Roberts (2h) 
ffi ** A Mom for Christmas 
(1990,Drama) A lonely girl wishes a beauti­
ful department store mannequin to life to 
replace her mom. Olivia Newton-John, 
Doug Sheehan (1h30) 
m ****The Heiress 
(1949,Drama) A wealthy spinster is wooed 
by a handsome fortune-hunter in 19th century 
New York City. Olivia de Havilland, 
Montgomery Clift(2h) 

10:00 PM 
ffi *** A Mongolian Tale 
(1995,Fable) The tale of two orphans 
brought up together and who fall in love. (2h) 

10:30 PM 
0 Varian 's War Varian Fry rescues more 
than 2000 artists from Nazi persecution during 
World War II. William Hurt, Howard 
~hpan (2h15) 
(I;) ** Oh Heavenly Dog 
(1980,Comedy) A detective is reincarnated 
as the lovable dog Benji to find his killers. 
Chevy Chase, Robert Morley(1h45) 

11:30 PM 
0 m Buried Treasure (2000) A wid­
ower is forced to look after a child of mixed 
race until her father is found. John Tha w, 
Dominique Jackson (2h) 

-
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Ganges is all decked out 
for the holidays. Businesses 
throughout the downtown 
core have gone all out with 
twinkling lights and festive 
Christmas decorations. Take 
a stroll around town - the 
decorations are a feast for 
the eyes and a tonic for the 
spirit. 

Christmas in the air on Salt Spring are a reasonable $5 and 
available at the ArtSpring 
box office. Call537-2102. 

• Music, music, music. 
we keep 
adding 
something 
new," he 
said. 

numerous businesses on Salt 
Spring Island have been 
sponsoring a food drive for 
the food bank. On Saturday 
and Sunday, December 15 
and 16, be at Kings Lane for 
the Second Annual 
Bowlathon. A donation to the 
food bank gets you a game 
and there are prizes for the 
best and worst bowlers, and 
one for the most unusual 
bowler. 

walls at Roasting Company 
in Ganges. 

Reminders to get your tick­
ets for the Henderson Family 
Concert at Fulford Hall on 
Monday. Twelve members 
of the family are getting 
together to entertain. 
Presented by the Salt Spring 
Folk Club, tickets are avail­
able for $15 at Acoustic 
Planet, Stuff n' Nonsense 
and Salt Spring Books. 

ITSAWRAP 
This year 

is the first 

WITH PIRJO RAITS 

time they 
haven't entered the Light-Up 
Contest, but Hal says they 
will be back next year. 

'There are people unfortu­
nately in need," said Hal. 

• If ships are your thing, 
then check out the paintings 
at Moby's Marine Pub. 
Sailing ships, tall ships and 
historical ships are all riding 
the waves and beckoning 
sailors to get back out to sea. 

• If your excursion takes 
you to the Walker Hook area 
of the island, check out what 
is probably . the largest dis­
play of Christmas lights on 
Salt Spring. Every year, Hal 
and Donna Keown festoon 
their home at 125 Grantville 

_ Street with lights. This year, 
Hal says, they have over 
10,000 lights. 

For the past 15 years, the 
Keowns have been lighting 
up and asking those who 
come to look at their light 
display to donate to the food 
bank through a bin near their 
driveway. · 

The lights go on around 
4:30 p.m •. and are off by 
10:30 p.m. on weekdays. On 
weekends . the lights stay on 
until around 12:30 a.m. 

"We hope everyone has a 
healthy, happy and safe 
Christmas," he said. 

It's a fun way to make 
someone's Christmas just a 
little better. 

• For those who might 
wish to enjoy a pleasant 
relaxing afternoon of tea and 
scones and a recitation by 
Scott Hylands of Dylan 
Thomas' A Child's 

• The Barley Brothers will 
host a Christmas Music 
Faire at Moby's Marine Pub 
on Saturday, December 15. 

• Missed the craft fairs this 
past weekend? No need to "It just keeps growing 

every year, and .every year • For the past two years 

• Artist Jack Avison has a 
display of his gentle, well­
executed watercolours on the 

Christmas in Wales, 
ArtSpring is the place to be 
this Friday at 3 p.m. Tickets IT'S A WRAP B11 

'v ltfth Annual SS Centre School 
<;:ii':;-,<:, WINTERFEST 

·j~"-::(:~ ~~asonal celebration for island families. 
· · Saturday Dec. 15/11am- 4pm . ,_:"' 

at Salt Spring Centre. .· ~· ·:E" 
Live music, craft-making for kids & yummy'food! 
"Proudly supporting our community" 

~ l¥~ ;co~~ Fresh is what we're famous for! 

niiSic 
Fridav. December 14.2001 
R&B Jam Come and jam or just enjoy the 
music at the Legion, 8-11 p.m. tonight and 
every second Friday. Hosted by Atomic Blues. 
No cover. 
Saturdav. December 15.2001 
Purple Gang Vancouver dance band plays at 
Meaden Hall for the annual Salt Spring Food 
Bank fundraiser. Admission $10 and a food 
bank item. Advance tickets at etcetera and the 
Legion. 
Moby's Musical Christmas Craft Faire 
Annual musical potpourri (and CD sale) of 
local pertormers, hosted by The Barley Bros. at 
Moby's Pub, 4 p.m. to midnight. 
Pianist Murray Anderson At the Harbour 
House Bistro during lunch or dinner. 
John Reischman and The Jaybird Trio 
Bluegrass by some of the best is at All Saints 
church at 8 p.m. Tickets $15 at Acoustic 
Planet. 
Sunday. December 16. 2001 
The Other Brothers At the Fulford Inn every 
Sunday from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Burgoyne Carol Service Sing carols at 
Burgoyne United Church, 3 p.m. 
Murray Anderson Pianist Murray Anderson 
pertorms at lunch or dinner at the Harbour 
House Bistro. 
Sunday Dinner Jazz At Moby's features the 
Ron Hadley Trio, 7 p.m. 
Monday, December 17. 2001 
Salt Spring Concert Band Rehearses every 
Monday in the GISS music room, 7:30p.m. 
Argentinian Tango See Wednesday listings. 
The Henderson Family A dozen members of 
Bill Henderson's family pertorm for the Salt 
Spring Folk Club at Fulford Hall. Doors open at 
6:45 p.m. (6:30 for season ticket holders); with 
the show at 7:30p.m. Tickets $15 at Stuff 'n' 
Nonsense, SS Books and Acoustic Planet. 
Tuesday. December 18.2001 
Fernwood Elementary Choir Island Savings 
Credit Union hosts the school choir at 10 a.m. 
Wednesdafa December 19. 2001 
Argentinian ango The group meets at 
Lions Hall from 7:30-9:30 p.m. $3 per person. 
Info: 537-2707. 

stage 
Thursday, December 13. 2001 
The Saddest Angel Band Pertormed by 
grades 4/5 Fulford Elementary School stu­
dents. At Fulford Elementary, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday. December 20. 2001 
Christmas With Scrooge Preview night for 
the annual Newman musical. At Mahon Hall, 
7:30 p.m. All seats just $5. 

cinema 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone 
- J.K. Rawling's first book about a young wiz­
ard comes to life starring Daniel Radcliffe, 
Robbie Coltrane, Richard Harris and Maggie 
Smith. Richly textured and beautifully acted, 
director Chris Columbus pulls off the hard task 
of adapting this monstrously popular children's 
serial to the screen with integrity and respect 
for the source material. A great movie and a 
must see for everyone! Runs December 14-
18, then 21-23,26 and 27. 

Last Minute Christmas Craft Fair- the 12th 
annual fair runs at Mahon Hall Friday­
Sunday, December 14-16, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Ship Shapes - paintings of different histori­
cal ships - is the exhibition at Moby's through 
December. 
Jack Avison's paintings are on display at the 
Salt Spring Roasting Company in Ganges. 
Images Habitus is the photo collage on can­
vas exhibit at Island Savings Credit Union. 
AdrienTown is exhibiting a range of paintings 
at Luigi's Pizzeria. 
Diana Dean's work can be viewed at The 
Bodyworks Collective in between client sessions 
from noon to 4 p.m. daily or by arrangement. 
Salt Spring Painters' Guild meets Wednesdays 
at Lions Hall, from 9:30 to noon, unless work­
shop schedule requires different times. 

galleries 
~. Mitchell Gallery has re-opened in a new 
location at 11 05 Grace Point Square, joining 
Thunderbird, Naikai and Vortex galleries in the 
complex. 
'Tis the Season to Share - live music by 
Alan Moberg, hot apple cider, cookies and a 
social chat at Jill Louise Campbell Rne Art 
Gallery, December 18, 3-5 p.m. 
Diana Dean is exhibiting new work in Victoria 
at the prestigious Winchester Galleries at 1010 
Broad Street through December 22. r-----------------, 

cable 
Salt Spring TV, Cable 12 runs its 24-hour con­
tinuous broadcast from Friday, December 14 
at 3 p.m. to Saturday, December 15,3 p.m. 
Taku River Stories: Part three of a five-part 
series. Last summer, Salt Spring filmmaker 
Peter Prince explored the Taku wilderness with 
his camera for the National Geographic 
Channel. Join him and National Geo reporter 
Tom Forman on a river rafting adventure down 
the vast, unspoiled Taku River Valley. This 
week's episode rolls down the river on the 
back of the salmon. 
The Peacemakers - Our documentary 
series titled In Pursuit of Human Security con­
cludes this we~k with The Peacemakers, 
which examines !he positive and pbwerful new 
voices of those devoted to making the world a 
safer place. The program talks to individuals 
ranging from ordinary citizens to celebrities to 
former military personnel striving to stop the 
senseless destruction of war. Produced by the 
Simons Foundation. 
The Burgoyne ·Valley - Hurray for Salt 
Spring,-we have a new park! A heartfelt thanks 
to all those who helped in every little and big 
way to make it happen. The beauty, history and 
ecological and cultural diversity of the 
Burgoyne area is legendary. This short docu­
mentary pays homage to this special place. 
Produced by Peter Prince for Island 
VideoWorks. 
Riparian Discovery - A short educational 
program produced with support from the 
Waterbird Watch Collective. Join two young­
sters, Emma Rimmer and Laura Stewart, as 
they explore island streams. Have fun learning 
with them as they identify features that make 
these lush ecosystems so important for a vari· 
ety of indigenous plants and creatures. 
Produced by Peter Prince. 
A Gift for Katherine - Life on the streets of 
major Canadian city takes a dramatic turn for 
Salvation Army worker Kate Lindstrom, played 
by actress Mairlyn Smith, when she is called to 
the scene of a fatal accident. Sara Betts, a 
young woman who left her life on the streets to 
work with Kate as a volunteer, has been killed 
in the course of a convenience store robbery. 
Sara's senseless death causes Kate to ques­
tion her own faith and motivation as she 
embarks on a journey of self-discovery. 

• Surf the internet up to 00 
hours per month 

• E-mail address included 
SaltSpring 
Music.Com 

The only website 
in the world that only 

_carries CDs by Salt Spring 
recording artists. 

www.saltspringmusic.com 
Come for a 

listen. 

E • 

activities 
Thursday. December 13.2001 
Survivor! Watch the show every Thursday at 
The Legion, 8 p.m. Sponsored by Island Star 
Video. Prizes! 
Community Meditation Led by guest speak­
ers each Thursday at SS United Church, 
upper hall, 11 :15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Candles of Hope A special church service to 
help take the stress out of Christmas. At SS 
United Church, 2-3 p.m. 
Corinternet Cafe Runs 1 to 8 p.m. Internet 
access charges are $2 per half hour for adults, 
and $1 per half hour for youth and seniors. 
Soup's On! Free warm meal offered at All 
Saints church every Thursday, 11 :30-1 p.m. 
Movements of Dance Class Modern dance 
class for adults of beginner to intermediate 
level. Every Thursday at Fulford Hall, 10-11:15 
a.m. Info: Dana, 653-9549. 
Salty Wheels Square Dance Club Meets at 
Central Hall on Thursdays from 7-9 p.m. For 
info, call Angela Thomas, 653-9346. 
Friday. December 14. 2001 
Peace Vigil Bring candles and contribute col­
lective energy to peace at Centennial Park at 
noon. 
Meat draws At the Legion every Friday at 5 p.m. 
Corinternet Cafe Runs noon to 5 p.m. 
Rollerblading to Music For children and adults 
runs r:Nery Friday at Fulford Hall, 7:30-9 p.m. 
A Child's Christmas in Wales Reading of the 
Dylan Thomas classic by Scott Hytands. At 
ArtSpring, 3 p.m. Preceded by tea and scones 
and music with Terry Warbey at 2 p.m. $5. 
Advance ticket purchase recommended. 
Capoeira Classes Learn the Brazilian martial 
art and dance at Mahon Hall on Fridays, 6:30. 
8 p.m. Info: Shai, 653-4258. 
Saturday. December 15,2001 
Miracle Healing Group Meets Saturdays at 
the Bodyworks Collective, 4 p.m. 
Second Annual Bowlathon , Food Bank 
Fundraiser at Kings Lane Recreation. 
Donation to the food bank gets you a game. 
Prizes for best, worst and most . ·unusual 
bowlers. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Capoeira Classes Learn the Brazilian martial 
art and dance at Mahon Hall on Saturdays, 2-
4 p.m. Info: Shai, 653-4258. 
Salt Spring SPCA Open house . every 

Saturday below the vet clinic from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Corinternet Cafe Runs noon to 5 p.m. 
Saturday Book Sale At the Salt Spring Public 
Library every Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Salt Spring Chess Club Meets at the Core 
Inn Saturdays from noon to 3 p.m. Players of 
all abilities and ages welcome! 
Meat draws At the Legion every Saturday at 
5p.m. 
Christmas Bird Count Annual count of birds. 
Call Nancy at 537-9335 to find out how to help. 
Sunday, December 16. 2001 
Book Signing For The Salt Spring 
Experience, Recipes for the Body, Mind and 
Spirit. At Salt Spring Books, 1-3 p.m. 
Community Celebration For Salt Spring's 
new park and protection of the Maxwell Lake 
watershed! Begins with guided Bwgoyne 
walks at 1 p.m. (see ad and story in this issue); 
speeches from 3-4 p.m. and music from 2:30-
9 p.m. all at Fulford Hall. Some food available 
but bring potluck items too. 
Corinternet Cafe Runs noon to 5 p.m. 
Soup, Story and Song This week's potluck 
lunch event (with soup provided) features 
Christmas stories by Macey Pring, and music. 
At noon, SS United Church, upper hall. By 
donation. 
Second Annual Bowlathon See Saturday 
listing, except the hours are from 9 to 5. 
Monday. December 17. 2001 
Life Drawing Takes place Mondays at Salt 
Spring United Church, upper level, 1-3 p.m. 
Vipassana Meditation Mondays at the Barn 
on Reynolds Road, 7:30.9 p.m. 
Scottish Country Dance classes At All 
Saints Mondays, 6 p.m. Rrst two classes free 
for newComers. Info: 537-9387. 
Fun Darts Mondays afthe Legion, 7:30p.m. 
Reader's Theatre Meets every Monday at 
Croftonbrook from 1 0 a.m. to noon. Info: 
Murray, 537-5432. 
Tuesday. December 18. 2001 
Drop-in Floor Hockey Play the game on foot 
at Fulford Hall every Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. $3.50. 
Info: Normand, 653-9358. 
Chess Club Meets every Tuesday at Sa~ 
Spring Seniors, 7 p.m. Players of all ages and 
abilities welcome. 
Outhouse League Darts iuesdays at the 
Legion, 7:30 p.m. 
Corinternet Cafe Runs 1 to 8 p.m. See 
Wednesday listings for details. . 

_ CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

OPEN 5 DAYS/WEEK 
Tues. only $5 all seats • Adults $7 

Students $6 I Seniors $5 
Kids under 14 $4 
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IT'S .A WRAP 
From Page B 10 

COGAN CD: Ora Cogan was on hand at the 
Beaver Point Hall Christmas Craft Fair last weekend, 
selling copies of her new CD. PhotobyDerricklundy 

fret, a Last Minute Craft Fair 
is taking place at Mahon 
Hall from December 14 to 
I 6, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

• John Reischman and The 
Jaybird Trio play bluegrass 
in concert at All Saints By­
the-Sea on Saturday at 8 
p.m. Tickets at Acoustic 
Planet. 

• Three young directors 
from Salt Spring Middle 
School have spent the last 
couple of months directing a 
group of Grade 4/5 Fulford 
Elementary students in a pro­
duction of The Baddest 
Angel Band. 

The play is on stage at 

Fulford Elementary School 
tonight (Thursday) at 7:30 
p.m. 

• And finally, if all of the 
holiday preparations are get­
ting you and your kids 
stressed out, come to the Salt 
Spring Centre on Saturday 
and spend a few hours 
socializing. Do some crafts, 
listen to music and eat. This 
event ha<> been going on for 
five years and is a nice way 
to meet and greet and spend 
some quality, non-commer­
cial pre-Christmas time with 
your kids and other parents. 

The event begins at I 1 
a.m. and runs to 4 p.m. 

Your weekly calendar of community events 
Also online at www.gulfislands.net 

North End Meditation The Heart Sutra is a 
weekly Buddhist meditation group hosted by 
the Yeshe Khorlo Society, students of HH 
Gangteng Rinpoche. Meets Tuesdays, 7:3Q-
8:30.1nfo: Rory Kyle, 537-1497. 

Wednesda~ December 19. 2001 
Peace Vigil Silent Prayer and Candle 
Ughting at SS United Church sanctuary, 
every Wednesday at 4:30p.m. 
Corintemet Cafe Runs 1 to 8 p.m. Internet 
access charges are $2 per half hour for adults, 

. and $1 per half hour for youth and seniors. 
Cribbage Wednesdays at the Legion, 8 p.m. 
Thursda~ December 20. 2001 . 
Movements of Dance Class Modern dance 
class lor adu~s of beginner to intermediate 
level. Every Thursday at Fu~ord Hall, 10-
11 :15 a.m.lnfo: Dana, 653·9549. 
Bingo At Meaden Hall, 7 p.m. Early bird 
games at 6:30. 
Soup's On! Free warm meal offered at All 
Saints church every Thursday, 11:30-1 p.m. 
Corintemet Cafe Runs 1 to 8 p.m. Internet 
access charges are $2 per hall hour lor 
adults, and $1 per half hour for youth and 
seniors. 
Community Meditation Led, by guest 
speakers each Thursday at SS United 
Church, upper hall, 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Survivor! Watch the show every Thursday at 
The Legion, 8 p.m. Sponsored by Island Star 
Video. Prizes! 
Salty Wheels Square Dance Club Meets 
at Central Hall on Thursdays from 7-9 p.m. 
For info, call Angela Thomas, 653-9346. 

nEetin~ 
Thursda~ Deceinber 13. 2001 
ss Advisory Planning Commission Hosts 
public information meetings at Lions Hall on 
two rezoning proposals. Juniper Place subdi­
vision and density transfer topic is at 1 p.m.; 
McFadden Creek aquacutture operation at 3 
p.m. lnfo: Islands Trust, 537-9144. 
Thursdav. December 20. 2001 
Salt Spring Local Trust CommiHee 
Regular monthly meeting is at Lions Hall, 
1:15 p.m. 

~ 
Tuesda~ December 18. 2001 
Flashes of Splashes Expressive painting 
workshops fNery Tuesday with Christina 
Heinemann, 12:30- 3 p.m. lnfo: 653-4764. 

INCLUDES: 
• 50 minutes a month 
• Call waiting 
• Unlimited evening & 

weekend calling 

z-:t~~~~~ u s 

fanilies 
Thursda~ December 13. 2001 
Family Place Drop-in See Wednesday 
listing. 
Storytime at Fables Cottage From 10:30-
11 :30 a.m. 
Bellytalk at Rugghuggers Informal discus­
sion group for pregnant women and new 
moms is at Family Place, 2-4 p.m. 
Walk in Mouat Park For parents and chil­
dren under 6. Each Thursday at 10 a.m., rain 
or shine. Sponsored by Family Place. 
Frida~ December 14. 2001 
Storytime at Fables Cottage From 1 0:30 
to 11 :30 a.m. 
Fairy Tales & Myths Storytelling with 
Shauna Grylls at the library. A chance 
to explore wonder and curiosity in 
myths and tales. For ages 4 and up. 
Every Friday, 3-4 p.m . 
Roller Blading to Music At Fulford Hall 
every Friday, 7:30-9 p.m. $2 per child, $4 
adults and $10 (max) lor families. 
Kindergym See Wednesday listings. 
Saturda~ December 15. 2001 
Wrapping Paper Blitz! Make creative 
wrapping paper at a Fables Cottage work· 
shop for all ages. 1-3 p.m. Register at 
Fables, 537-0028. 
Kids'Toonie Bowling For ages 5-10, runs 
at Kings Lane Recreation every Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Mouat's Original Santa Mouat's original 
Santa is back. Bring your own camera or 
receive a free photo from Mouat's. 10 a.m. 
to noon. 
Wi.nterfest Fifth annual Satt Spring Centre 
School winter festival, with affordable craft­
making. for kids, pocket person, great food 
and music in a cozy atmosphere at SS 
Centre on Blackburn Road, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunda~ December 16. 2001 
Santa's Breakfast Traditional visit by Santa 
at Fulford Hall runs from 9 to 11 a.m. $3 per 
person for breakfast. 
Monda~ December 17. 2001 
Roz & Co. Reading hour for kids at Mary 
Hawkins Library, 11 a.m. to noon every 
Monday. 
Parent Support Circles Every Monday. 
Call Janice at 653-4411 or Barb at 537 • 
5828 for info. 

-Family Place Drop-in See Wednesday listing. 

Tuesda~ December 18. 2001 
Family Place llrq>in See Wednesday listing. 
DI'OfHn for Parents & Preschoolers At 
~ulford Hall every Tuesday, 10 a.m. to noon. 
Ornament Making A Fables Cottage work­
shop for ages five and up, from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Register through 537-0028. 
Wednesda~ December 19. 2001 
Family Place Drop-in Open from 9:30-
noon.lnfo: 537-9176. 
Kindergym Wednesdays and Fridays at 
Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius 
Bay Road, 9-11 a.m. Large motor play, circle 
time with songs and storytelling. Coffee & tea . 
provided, with potluck once a month. $2 sug­
gested donation. Info: Angela, 537-2437. 
Storytime at Fables Cottage From 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. 
Thursda~ December 20. 2001 
Walk in Mouat Park For parents and chil­
dren under 6. Each Thursday at 10 a.m., rain 
or shine. Sponsored by Family Place. 
Bellytalk at Rugghuggers Informal discus­
sion group for pregnant women and new 
moms is at Family Place, 2-4 p.m. 
Family Place Drop-in See Wednesday 
listing. 
Storytime at Fables Cottage From 1 0:30-
11:30a.m. 

~ llecember 14.2001 
Cosmic Bowling At Kings Lane Recreation 
on Friday nights, 9 p.m. to midnight. Bring 
your own CDs. Food and drinks available. 
Book a lane by calling 537-2054. 

seniors 
Monda~ December 17. 2001 
Seniors Yoga with Celeste At Satt Spring 
Centre, 11 a.m. to noon. 
Wednesdaz December 19. 2001 
Move Into Fitness Ideal for seniors. At 
Meaden Hall from 9-10 a.m. with Rosemary 
Trump or lla-Mae Dickson. $4 drop-in; $40 lor 
books of 10. 

health 
Thursda~ December 13. 2001 
Nia Frtness Dance A fun, energizing, low­
impact workout lor all fitness levels runs at All . 
Saints By-the-Sea, ~5:15 p.m. Info: Leslie, 
537-0884. 

PLUS UNLIMITED 
LOCAL CALLING! 

up to 4 months of 
unlimited local calling 

at no extra charge. 
·some conditions apply 

SAMSUNG $2499 SCH·T300 
ONLY .. ...... .. .. .. ...... .. . 

Flexible Strength Classes With Betty-Lou 
Lake at All Saints from 8:45-9:45 a.m. Drop­
in $6, or 10 classes for $40. 
Mixed Levels Yoga With Laura at Salt 
Spring Centre, 4-5:30 p.m. 
Body Ball Classes BYOB and meet at All 
Saints with Betty-Lou Lake on Thursdays 
from 1 Q-11 a.m. $6 drop-in or 6 classes for 
$30. 
Tai Chi Ch'uan Ongoing class for alllfNels 
every Thursday at Cedar Lane Studio, 7-9 
p.m. lnlo: 537:5667. 
Spin Cycle Classes At North End Fitness, 
12:30 and 5:30p.m. 
Frida~ December 14. 2001 
Spin Cycle Classes At North End Fitness 
at 9:45a.m. 
Nia Fitness Dance Classes At The Barn, 
190 Reynolds Rd., 9:30a.m. 
Move Into Fitness classes See 
Wednesday listings. 
Belly-dance Classes With Birgit Wolf 
every other Friday at the Core Inn, 6:30-8. 
Info: 538-0097. 
Saturda~ December 15. 2001 
Nia Fitness Dance Classes At All Saints, 
9:30a.m. 
Sundaz December 16. 2001 
Free lntro to Yoga At Salt Spring Centre, 
9:30-11 a.m. 
Monda~ December 17. 2001 
Spin Cycle Classes At North End Frtness, 
9:45a.m. 
Judo Every Monday and Wednesday lor 
kids 6-12 at the Dojo, 4:30-6 p.m.; 12-92 
years, 7:3Q-9.1nfo: 537-4942. 
Tai Chi Ch'uan Ongoing Monday classes lor 
all lfNels at The Barn, 1 :30-3:30 p.m. Info: 
Osman, 537-5667. 
Taoist Tai Chi · Classes Mondays at All 
Saints By-the-Sea, Ganges, 7-8 p.m.; seniors 
classes from 1 Q-11 a.m. Call David or Tina, 
537-1871. 
Nia Frtness Dance Classes An energizing, 
low-impact workout for all mness levels. At 
Cats Pajamas Studio, 1 04 Langs Road, 9:30 
a.m.lnfo: Leslie, 537 -0884; Laurie, 538·1901. 
Tai chiiQigong See Wednesday listings. 
Move Into Fitness classes See 
Wednesday listings. 
Yoga with Celeste Mixed Levels class at 
~ Spring Centre, 9-1 0:30 a.m. 
Dance and Feldenkrais Classes Anna 
Haltrecht leads classes Mondays at Cats 
Pajamas Studio. Felderikrais: Awareness 
Through Movement, runs at 6 p.m. followed 

Sunday is Prime Rib Night 
~··························· 

Monday is Burger Night 
......................•..... 

Wednesday is Wing Night 
in the 

HMS _GANGES LOUNGE 

Private investment advice 
Professional attention 

Local service 

Norbert Schlenker, CFA 
Investment Advisor 

537-1654 

BMO A Nesbitt Burns-~ Prlnte Client Divis ion 

HOUSE HUNTING 
ON SALT SPRING? 

To get the best mortgage 
& 

the "BEST MORTAGE RATES" 

ARLENE 
·MODDERMAN 
(250) 5]7-4090 

No fees ever! 

by dance at 7:30. lnfo: 537-5681 . 
Tuesdav. December 18.2001 
Level1·2 Yoga With Kishori at Salt Spring 
Centre, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Nia Fitness Dance See Thursday listing. 
Spin Cycle Classes At North End Fitness, 
12:30 and 5:30p.m. 
Flexible Strength Classes See Thursday 
listings. 
Wednesda~ December 19. 2001 
lntro to Yoga With Celeste at Salt Spring 
Centre. 6:45-8 p.m. 
Nia Fitness Dance Classes See Monday 
listings. 
TaoistTai Chi Classes are on Wednesdays 
at All Saints, 7-8 p.m.; seniors classes from 
10-11 a.m. Call David or Tina, 537-1871 . 
Judo See Monday listing. 
Tai chi/Qigong Traditional Yang-style tai 
chVqigong practice. Zong He academy holds 
classes for children, teens, adults and sen­
iors. All levels. At All Saints By-the-Sea on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:15-6:45 p.m. 
Info: Bob Fenske, -537-5135. 
Satt Spring Cancer Support Group Meets 
FNery Wednesday at AI Fresco Restaurant, 
except for the third Wednesday of each 
month when it gathers at Croftonbrook. Info: 
653-4524. 
Move Into Fitness classes At Meaden Hall 
from 9-1 0 a.m. A low-impact workout, an 
easy start, includes a long warm-up, walking 
cardia, toning and stretching. $4 drop-in, or 
$40 for book of 1 0. 
Spin Cycle Classes At North End Fitness, 
9:45a.m. 
Thursda~ December 20. 2001 
Spin Cycle Classes At North End Fitness, 
12:30 and 5:30p.m. 
Nia Fitness Dance A fun, energizing, low­
impact workout for all fitness levels runs at All 
Saints By-the-Sea, 5:15 p.m. Info: Leslie, 
537-0884. 
Flexible Strength Classes With Betty-Lou 
Lake at All Saints from 8:45-9:45 a.m. Drop­
in $6, or 10 classes for $40. 
Body Ball Classes BYOB and meet at All 
Saints with Betty-Lou Lake on Thursdays 
from 1 Q-11 a.m. $6 drop-in or 6 classes lor 
$30. 
Tai Chi Ch'uan Ongoing class for all levels 
every Thursday at Cedar Lane Studio, 7·9 
p.m. info: 537-5667. 
Mixed Levels Yoga Wrth Laura at Salt 
Spring Centre, 4-5:30 p.m. 



By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Salt Spring Singers cele­
brated their 27th annual 
Christmas Concert to 
packed houses at ArtSpring 
last weekend. 

Accompanied by the 
Angelicus Chamber 
Ensemble, the Singers 
soared in a majestic perfor­
mance of J.S. Bach's 
Magnificat, along with a 
collection of splendid sea­
sonal songs and carols. 

Music ,director Bruce 
Smith was thrilled with the 
Singers' performance. 

"I'm very pleased with 
the growth of what they've 
done. Bach's Magnificat is 
extremely difficult. It shows 
how cool this group js that 
you could put a piece of 
music like that in front of 
them and get that kind of a 
performance." 

A guest appearance by the 
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) Choir proved 
to be a special treat that 
helped set a magical tone for 
the concert. 

As the GISS music teach­
er, Smith also beamed with 
pride over the high school 
performers. 

'T m taking that group to 
Cuba along with the senior 
jazz band in April," he said. 

Smith was also delighted 
with the acoustic shell on 
loan from Mount Douglas 
Senior Secondary In 

Victoria. 
"The shell made all the 

difference in the world. It 
threw the sound out into the 
orchestra and hall instead of 
into the floor," he said. 

Smith noted the concert 
was divided into a lighter 
first half featuring the Messe 
de Minuit pour Noel, com­
posed by Marc-Antoine 
Charpentier, and GISS 
Choir pieces; complemented 
by a . heavier second half 
containing Magnificat. 

Written during the reign 
of Louis XIV in the 1690s, 
Charpentier's jaunty 
Christmas melodies were 
based upon popular carols 
with lyrics from Catholic 
liturgical masses. 

To begin Charpentier's 
work, the Singers unveiled a 
jubilant Kyrie that glowed 
reverently as it progressed in 
sprightly ripples of undulat­
ing Gloria across the assem-
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Singers sound Christmas joy pating in the concert. . 
"The Salt Spring Singers 

have such a great organiza­
tion, I can focus completely 
on the music," said Smith. 

"The Salt Spring Singers have 
such great organization, I can 

focus completely on the music." 
bled group. 

Sanctus evoked nsmg 
mists of a vaulted dawn, 
while Agnus Dei lilted in 
rich carpeted rolls of flood­
ing warmth. 

A light set of Hallelujah, 
Amen (Handel) and Lullay 
My Liking, by Robert 
Young, built beautiful bub­
bles of sound that floated 
over fields of multi-part har­
monies enwoven with fine 
elocution. 

The choir also created 
dripping soprano rivulets 
and gossamer flakes of alto 
and bass for Vijay Singh's A 
Glimpse of Snow and 
Evergreen. 

Smith commented that he 
was happy to throw out the 
baton and conduct the musi­
cal line rather than keep 
rhythm in the first half of the 
performance. 

"I was conducting to the 
text rather than traditional , 
rhythms, which enabled the 
choir to respond not so 
much in a linear form but in 
a rubato (stretch-time) fash­
ion - it enabled the choir to 
squeeze more music into one 
bar," he said. 

"The text was basically 
God." 

In a tenor solo, Richard 
Hayden shared two haunt­
ingly beautiful 13th-century 
carols that transcended space 
and time. His performance 
of Angelus ad Virginem 
stood out as clear brave 
steps in a 'tentative void. 

Few were prepared for the 
shining performance by the 
GISS Choir. 

Totally a cappella and off­
book, the high school group 
followed Smith's text-based · 
conducting through sophisti- · 
cated pieces that demonstrat­
ed a broad range of talents. 

Alto Tegan Adams per­
formed a stunning solo lulla­
by when she started and 
returned to the same note 
without modulating pitch or 
key in A Child is Born. 

"The rest of the choir had 
to count on her," noted 

Smith. 
Ring Christmas Bell 

zipped with a caffeinated 
beat, while New Day reshuf­
fled a breezy tempo with 
jazzy rhythms. 

Dance of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy collected chuckles and 
giggles for the funky intona­
tions of "falalas," "dudulu­
lus" and "plums" which 
gave voice to Tchaikovsky 's 
orchestral piece. 

The audience even burst 
into a standing ovation fol­
lowing the GISS Choir set 
Saturday evening. 

Tenor David Ashton pol­
ished rich chords in a power­
ful solo of Panis Angelicus, 
by Cesar Franck, to begin 
the second half. 

Cheery trumpets then ush­
ered brisk 16th beat notes 
for a full-immersion into 
Bach's _illustrious 
Magnificat. 

Alto Deb Toole and sopra­
no Rosemary Delisle soared 
through confident solos to 
rejoice the saviour and 
regard the loveliness of the 
blessed. 

A duet between Hayden 
and Anke Smeele for Et 
Misericordia captured the 
restrained sorrow of trem­
bling mercy. 

Triumphant choral singing 
in Fecit Potentiam almost 
incited involuntary applause 
after five-part harmonies 
converged within 16-beat 
runs to express the scattering 
of the proud under the 
Lord's strength. 

Smith commented that 
Ashton's solo for Deposuit 
Potentes "was absolutely 
beautiful." 

"With David Ashton's 
solo we went a lot faster and 
consequently the violinists 
said I owe them a beer," 
laughed Smith. 

"I wanted to do the whole 
thing much faster but I can't 
imagine with whom," he 
chuckled. 

"Each movement in 
Magnificat brought its own 
difficulties. Not only by 

Proudly sponsored by Carol Dodd Consulting Inc. 

Jeff Hyslop 
Now! 

He's performed in 
London's West End 

and New York's 
Broadway. 

Now he performs 
at ArtSpring! 

February 2 • 8pm 

Call the ArtSpring Box Office to reserve 
yourtickets •>537-2102 

tempo but by interacting 
with me and the orchestra," 
he said. 

Smith acknowledged 
many singers and musicians 
experienced "firsts" in the 
concert. 

"One of the greatest chal­
lenges was that Bach uses 
five-part harmonies where 
the sopranos had to split 
their power. But they came 
through," he said. 

Smith was particularly 
pleased for Barbara Ross , 
who had her first feature 
performance in a trio with 
Smeele and Connie Holmes 
for Suscepit Israel. 

"They were a gorgeous 
trio .. . huge kudos for 
Ross. Sunday was her best 
night; she nailed it." 

The concert ended with 
an exultantly charged Gloria 
Patri that marched with the 
power of oceans and conti­
nents to celebrate the great 
civilizing nat.ure of harmo-. 
ny. It seemed to permeate 
the fabric of individual lives 
and organizations partici-

And with musicians , 
singers, audience and con­
ductor all focussed on the 
music together, it seems 
likely the group could build 
a resonating harmonic struc­
ture as tangible as the pure 
sounds of Christmas joy. 

C<:)PJPJUDity 

~in~-A~6n~ Chri~tm~~ 
A Child's Christmas 

in Wales 
Plus excerpts 

from ~t 

Art~pring; 
1)~e~mh~r 21, 

t::(j(j pm 
Come join the whole community 

for an evening of 
music, reading and 

Christmas treats 

Admission is free. 
Please bring a contribution for the food bank. 

To thank 
all of our customers 
and say 

HAPPY· 
HOLIDAYS 
we are taking 

All Christmas 
Decorations 

A Christmas Carol 

A magical, 

nostalgic afternoon 

with 

Scott Hylands 

December 14, 

3:00pm 
Preceded by 

tea and scones 

at 2:00pm 
$5 
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Jaybirds land at All Saints 
By PIRJO RAITS 
Staff Writer 

What do you get when you 
put together a mandolin, gui­
tar, bass and a strong set of 
pipes? You get bluegrass 
music. 

John Reischman and The 
Jaybird Trio is bringing some 
bluesy~ hardc~dged ""'"arld 
sometimes haunting blue­
grass music to Salt Spring 
Island on Saturday night. 

The Jaybird Trio is a band 
whose style is both old and 
new - it can make an old 
song sound new, or make the 
newest song or tune sound 
like a forgotten gem. 

The trio is made up of 
Reischman on mandolin, Jim 
Nunally on guitar and vocals 
and Trisha Gagnon on bass 
and vocals . They will per­
form at All Saints By-the-Sea 
on December 15 at 8 p.m. 

All three musicians are no 
strangers to the island -
they have all performe.d as 
part of the larger group called 
The Jaybirds, and Reischman 
has also played at All Saints 
with guitar player John 
Miller. 

This time the trio comes 
ready to promote the new CD 
called John Reischman and 
the Jaybirds . The recording 
features some of the most 
accomplished musicians on 
the coast performing the 
finest, hard-driving bluegrass 
you're likely to hear any­
where. 

~ 
HniR nuH_c HOTEL 

On the new album the 
Jaybirds draw material from 
a wide range of traditional 
and contemporary sources, 
including the Blue Sky Boys, 
Jones and Leva, Ralph 
Stanley and Gillian Welch. 
They meld the high, lone­
some vocal tunes with inno­
vative instrumentals by 
Reischman and banjo player 
Nick Hornbuckle. 

Reischman is well-known 
to fans and peers alike for his 
powerhouse mandolin play­
ing, first coming to promi­
nence with California's' leg­
endary Tony Rice Unit and 
eclectic Good 01' Persons in 
the early 1980s. 

Since then he has carved 
out a flawless reputation in 
the elite upper stratosphere of 
mandolin players, recording 
and performing in a wide 
range of styles and genres, 
and is equally at home at 
bluegrass, folk and jazz festi­
vals. 

Nunally, who hails from 
the San Francisco Bay area, 
is an established guitarist, 
vocalist, composer and pro­
ducer. In 1997 he joined 
Reischman on the Grarnrny­
winning CD True Life Blues, 
the Songs of Bill Monroe. 
Nunally's driving, high lead 
vocals are perfectly comple­
mented by his tone, speed 
and clarity on guitar. 

Gagnon is a B.C. woman. 
A long-time touring and 
recording member of 

IN THE 
HARBOUR HOUSE HOTEL 

(side entrance) 537-4404 
9am-5pm Tuesday-Saturday 

Tumbleweed, Gagnon's 
singing is impressive and her 
strategic attack and decay on 
the bass underpin the band's 
tight delivery. When not 
singing lead, Gagnon's high 
harmonies add depth to the 
vocal work. · 

Reischman can be heard 
before the concert on Arthur 
Black's CBC Radio program 
Basic Black Saturday at 10 
a.m. 

Tickets for The Jaybird 
Trio are available at Acoustic 
Planet for $15. 

Newman Family 
Productions -~-

"Christ m a's 
with 

Scrooge" 
' ,/-'•""" .. • ... x .y:. 
' ~--) 

. -\ /...-·-J 
-<> ,/ UnM \ j --<z':':_'~,~~!-; 

Mahon Hall 
December 21 & 22 

7:30pm. 

December 23 
2:00p.m. 

Adults $9.00 
Children $4.50 

Preview 
December 20 • 7:30p.m. 

All Seats $5.00 

Tickets at et cetera 
and at the door 

Sing carols 
around the fire 
an hour before 

the show! 

SINGERS SCENES: 
Seen at last weekend's 
Salt Spring Singers show 
at ArtSpring were, 
clockwise from top left, 
the choir itself, directed 
by Bruce Smith, soloist 
Richard Hayden and 
some of the members 
of the Gulf Islands 
Secondary School choir. 

Photos by Derrick Lundy 

A-. tvmo.1 Df 'BIIA(,r-ss llk;a Fu.~: 

;JOH1f :B.EISI!HMA1f 
~~~;JAYiliJl.l> TJl.IO 

Hear them on C6C's "6asic 6/ack"' this 
Saturday, Pecember 15th at lOam 

All Saints By The Sea Church 

8 pm Saturday 

December 15 
tickets $15 

at Acoustic Planet & the door 

Thursda 
- - -

Prime Rib~~ 
Night 

7§~1·i-~v,.~#=·=··:·.,,.~}/ '···<{;!~~~:ffiM!:( 

d , Ganges Harbou 
"at the hea 0' 
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Students direct students in Fulford school show 
By PIRJO RAITS 
Staff Writer 

It isn't always easy get­
ting kids to do your bid­
ding. 

At least that is what 
Meghan Drummond, Emily 
Myers and Sarah Proctor 
have found out. 

The three Grade 8 stu­
dents at Salt Spring Island 
Middle School took on the 
ta sk of directing a play 
with a whole raft of grades 
4 and 5 students from 
Fulford Elementary 
School. 

For the past two months, 
the youthful directors have 
been guiding their younger 
thespians in The Baddest 
Angel Band. It was per­
formed for students at Salt 
Spring Island Elementary 
School and the middle 
school on Friday after­
noon . 

ANGEL DIRECTORS: Student directors in The Saddest Angel Band are, from 
left, Emily Myers, Sarah Proctor and Meghan Drummond. The show runs at 
Fulford Elementary School tonight (Thursday). Photo byPirioRaits 

The play's premi se is 
that three "bad" angels 

always cause trouble in 
angel school. One time too 

many and they are sent 
back to Earth to find one 

Volunteers needed for pipe band event 
Thirteen and counting . 

That's how many B.C. pipe 
bands are coming to Salt 
Spring next June. 

A regional competition 
which moves around the 
province from year to year, 
the 2002 B .C . Legion 
Highland Gathering will be 
sponsored by the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 
92. 

Last year the local band 
made a pitch to host the 
event, and received enthusi­
astic responses from poten­
tial attendees. 

"Salt Spring has a number 
of cultural celebrations each 
year, and we thought the 
island would make a beauti­
ful backdrop for this type of 
competition," says Peter 
McCully, bass drummer 
with the legion band and 
chairman of the 2002 gath­
ering. 

Drum major Jim 
Ballantyne will also act as 
treasurer. 

Ballantyne says, "The 
gathering is a celebration of 
music and culture. It will be 
a boon to local business as 
well as a major fundraiser 
for the Legion." 

Scheduled for Saturday, 
June 15, the event features a 
grand street parade through 
Ganges, competitions, a 
massed band performance 
and a lamb barbecue at the 
Farmers' Institute. 

The gathering committee 

will be meeting shortly with 
the Shriners to work out 
details for amalgamating the 
Shriners parade and the pipe 
band parade since both are 
currently scheduled for the 
same morning. 

Legion and community 
pipe bands that have already 
confirmed their attendance 
are: (host) Branch 92 Salt 
Spring; Branch 17 
Courtenay; Branch 37 
Saanich; Branch 239 
Pender ; Branch 133 Port 
Coquitlam; Branch 137 
Campbell River ; Branch 
240 Crescent Beach; Branch 
53 Duncan ; City of New 
Westminster; Mount 
Arrowsmith Pipes and 
Drums (Qualicum Beach); 
Comox Valley Pipe Band; 
Pipes and Drums of the 
Pacific Gael (Nanaimo); and 
Castle Cary (Victoria). 

One of the more fun 
events scheduled for the 
Highland gathering will be a 
kilted golf tournament on 
Friday, June 14. Participants 
will be required to wear 
kilts for the duration. 

A large number of volun­
teers will be needed to help 
Legion personnel operate a 
successful event. Some 
committee volunteers are 
already in place, with more 
required, particularly for 
entertainment and the field. 
Several local businesses 
have been approached as ­
potential event co-sponsors. 

Whether $25 or $2,500 ... 

always exquisite pieces 

of art, finely crafted 

by some of our best 

local artists. 

Clay figure 

"Woman& 

Child" 

by 
Jackie 

Doyle 

$250 

#1105 Grace Pt. Square 537-8822 
Hours: 10-5pm, closed Wednesdays open Sundays 'till Xmas 

Islanders wishing to find 
out more about volunteering 
or the event in general can 
contact McCully at 538-
0052 (phone or fax) or 
mccully@uniserve.com. 

The gathering committee 
is promoting the event on 

the worldwide web to both 
attract tourists and to allow 
for easy access to updated 
event schedules and accom­
modatio_n information for 
visiting pipe band members. 
The web address is: 
www.highlandgathering.ca. 

0 

Come see 
Salt Spring's­

largest Christmas 
light display at 

125 Grantville Street. 
Dedicated once again 

to the Food Bank. 
Non-perishable items and 

cash donations greatfully accepted. _ 
· unas Merry ChrtS 

Jrom 
STS LTD. 

for all your auto11111tlve & 
nwl1e upbelstery requlrameats 

Rope'n & Reel'n 
CHARTERS 

HAL & DONNA KEOWN 
537·9509 

We rely on you! 
At Oreenwoods Intermediate Care Facility, we are com­

mited to providing a caring home. Your gift helps Sandy 

retain a sense of independence as well as helping us to 

assist many non-resident seniors through our community 

services. Please give now. 

For more information or to register for our programs. 

Call Administrator, Penny Polden: 250 537 5561 

good thing worth saving. 
They encounter caring 
people during a snow 
storm and the angels real­
ize they are worthy of their 
lofty positions. The story 
has a happy ending. 

Students who took on 
the roles were having fun 
both during the perfor­
mances and the rehearsals, 
much like the storyline in 
the play they were acting 
in. This led to a bit of frus­
tration for the directors. 

" They were hard to 
direct," said Proctor. 
"Sometimes they go t out 
of hand but they were 
mostly a good group and 
they did listen . It really 
sucks when they don't lis­
ten, sometimes it wasn't 
easy. We had a couple who 
were misbehaving and we 
had to pull them out." 

Drummond, Myers and 

Proctor are all actors who 
wanted to get more theatre 
education through direct­
ing younger students. 

They got together with 
the students every Sunday 
for the last two months. 

"It was a lot of fun when 
they were focussed, and 
they really improved," said 
Proctor. 

During their perfor­
mance at the elementary 
school, it was clear the stu­
dents had done their home­
work well. There were a 
few giggles and forgotten 
lines , but on the whole the 
directors should be com­
mended for the dedication 
and effort they put into 
their young charges. 

Would they do it 'again? 
Proctor answered for all of 

them by saying, "Maybe ... 
it was a good experience 
dealing with little kids." 

Lady M1nto Hosp1tal Foundat1on 
EQUIPMENT DRIVE 

YOU have a role 
to play. 

"The Lady Minto, I'm told, 
is the best-equipped small 
hospital in B.C. 
Let's make it even better. 
Our goal of $250,000 for 
the OR Expansion and 
Palliative Care Suite is a 
challenge - we've 
never before tried to raise 
this much. But I'm sure we 
can do it!" 

David Braide, 
Foundation President 

please give! 
Remember to send your donation to the Lady 

Minto Hospital Foundation EQUIPMENT DRIVE. 
You can mak~ a difference! 

For information or brochure call the Lady Minto Gulf 
Islands Hospital Foundation at: 250 538-4845 
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Stagecoach students wind up with sizzling show 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
Staff Writer 

Mahon Hall crackled with 
high-voltage performances 
last weekend as Stagecoach 
Theatre School presented a 
live wire of energetic new and 
old talent in How To Eat Like 
A Child and other dramatic 
vignettes. 

This year's Stagecoach 
group is a younger, larger ver­
sion than in the past, with 11 
newcomers joining the faces 
of four familiar third-year stu­
dents. 

As director Margaret 
Jardine noted at the beginning -
of the Friday night show, the 
weekend production 
marked 
the first 
time the 
students 
have opened 
their end-of­
term produc­
tion to the 
public. 

Thankfully 
they did. It was 
a fun-fill ed 
evening, equally 
enjoyed by the 

Meek and McLean opened 
the show with their Antigone 
scene, presenting a potent and 
well-executed exchange of 
dialogue. (Their costumes -
credited to Leah Young in the 
program - were also 
exquisite.) 

The self-written Lonely 
Days honed in on a group of 
teens attempting to deal with 
the accidental shooting death 
of a friend. It was well-staged 
and tightly written - an 
impressive feat for the four 
youths involved in its creation. 
On a purely critical level, one 
might say these young actors 

do not quite have 
the life experi­
ence to deal 
with the subj_ect 
matter, but on 
the other hand, 
they pulled it 
of[ 

Part two of 
the evening 
was pure 
joy as the 
full slate of 

many adults and t n e 
c hi ldren in the scenes 
audience. from the 

"Process is the musical play How 
most important part To Eat Like a Child and Other 
of what we do," Jardine said, Lessons in Not Being Grown 
"But for the kids, it is the thrill Up, 
of performing in front of an The fast-moving show, 
audience that is the most fun ." which included dialogue, 

Third-year students domi- songs and lots of acting 
nated the first half of the opportunity, allowed each stu­
show, presenting a dramatic dent a moment in the spot­
scene from Antigone (Heather light. 
Meek and Ali McLean), three For this reviewer, Daniel 
powerful vignettes from The - Millerd was a stand-out (not 
Diary of Anne Frank (Natalia another talented Millerd!), 
Day and Adrian Cocking) and displaying confidence and 
a short play entitled Lonely energy. Melissa Mouat was 
Days, conceived, written and also excellent, exhibiting a 
performed by all four senior strong stage presence. 
students. Alex Corley, who sang 

Each performance marked about birthdays, has a voice 
a departure from the comic like an angel; Carlee Wallace 
roles played by these young did a knock-out job practising 
actors in the past. It was par- music lessons; and Pandora 
ticularly interesting to' see Morgan used her highly 
Cocking stretch his highly expressive face to perfection 
successful comic ability to a as she sang about waiting for 
more serious role in the Anne mom. (This particularly 
Frank segments. Day, always amused the reviewer, who is 
a confident stage presence, close friends with the mother 
took the role of Anne to heart, in question and has also spent 
managing to portray a devel- time waiting for her.) 
oping character during the Also blessed with expres-
course of the thr~ episodes. sion-full faces are Jakua 

Cozy lAp fof" the t-lolidays 
i"' All NatL-tf"al Beddi"'9 

bi~Ae d~agon nattA~als 
_ . ~ 128 lower ganges rd., 537-5510 

Jordan, Zena Blanes and 
Clayton Sayer (who made a 
marvellous puppy). 

Kyla McColm became the 
effervescent teenager in a _ 
telephone conversation with 
Day, Alex Blanes displayed 
confident singing and acting 
ability in several scenes, and 
Thea Stone gave a rivetting 
"report" to fellow students. 

The show ended with a 
-full-cast song and tricky 
choreography that ended in a 
smashing bow. 

The entire evening provid­
ed a wealth of fun and teasing 
sample of what might be to 
come in Stagecoach's spring 
performance. 

ESCAPE WATER TORTURE. 
CALL US. 

A 
5" CONTINUOUS GUTTERS 
SOFFITS • GUTTER GUARDS 

250.537.1501 

ON STAGE: Above are Natalia Day, left, and Ali Mclean with full cast in 
Stagecoach's How to Eat Like a Child and, at left, are Day and Adrian Cocking in 
an Anne Frank vignette. PhotosbyDerricklundy 

·-------· I Are YOU in .the book? I 
I To advertise in the next I 
I SSI Directory, 1 
1 call 1 
I 537-zooo I 
1 Leave your 1 

business name, mailing 
I address and phone number, I 
I and ask us to mail you an -I 
I Advertiser Information I 

Package. 

I Package will be mailed in January I .. _______ .. 

CHRISTMAS DROP-OFF SPECIAL -----------~ I I 

The same width as the greens ones, and the same holding capacity as the 
blue ones. I think you'll agree that these are perfect for our store. _ Oa/f/ 

-HERE NEXT WEEK, TEST DRIVE ONE SOON! 

1'4f 

FreSh is what we're famous furl,. 

; 

.> 



816 .a. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2001 ARTS & .ENTERTAINMENT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

YoUng critics feast on Harry Potter 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
Staff Writer 

Never in the history of 
movie-making has a film 
produced so many instant 
young critics. 

" It was really good .. . 
but." 

That's the phrase I heard 
over and over from the 
Harry Potter experts who 
accompanied me to Victoria 
Sunday to sneak preview the 
famous movie (based on the 
famous book), which lands 
at Cinema Central on Salt 
Spring this weekend. 

Joining me in the theatre 
were two 10-year-olds, who 
between them have probably 
read Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher ' s Stone 10 
times, and two eight-year­
olds, each of whom had the 
book read to them a couple 
of years ago. 

Then there was me -
reader of Harry Potter only 
once, infrequent visitor to 
the movies - thankful the 
almost-empty theatre 
allowed me to spread out 
because three hours ( 143 
minutes of movie preceded 
by 20 minutes of previews) 
is a long time to sit. 

Kids and adults alike are 
bound to enjoy this flick . 
The experience is reminis­
cent of going to a fair -
excitement for all the senses 
(especially if you fork out 
$6.42 for small salty pop­
corn and sickly-sweet drink), 
a roller-coaster of action and 
breath-taking visuals . Like 
cotton candy that disappears 
as it touches the tongue, the 
movie doesn't leave a whole 

lot to chew on once it's over, 
and its good-triumphs-over­
bad theme is not heavy on 
message. 

But it is one big whack of 
fun . 

The very best aspect of the 
movie and the book is the 
creative mind behind it. 
Author J.K. Rowling's story 
is filled with twists and turns 
in the plot, and wonderful 
tiny details that turn wiz­
ards' school Hogwarts into a 
magical dreamscape. 

Quidditch - a flying­
broom and multi-ball sport 
somewhat difficult to imag­
ine in the book -is brought 
to rivetting life in the movie 
with a heart-stopping game 
certain to satisfy any sports 
enthusiast. ' · 

(However, one of my 
eight-year-old reviewers 
found this among the most 
frightening scenes - sur­
passed only by a chilling 
chess game near the end of 
the movie.) 

Moviegoers will also love 
the lavish visuals and cool 
effects that only a $190-mil­
lion budget can buy. 

Asked about my favourite 
part, the image of Hogwarts 
itself sprang to mind. 
Filmmakers · used a 
Gloucester cathedral to stun­
ning advantage for the 
school's opulent interior and 
towering, sprawling exterior. 

Also enjoyable was the 
lively and colourful re-cre­
ation of Diagon Alley, where 
Harry buys school "sup­
plies" for Hogwarts, meeting 
up · with wand-maker 
Ollivander, played to perfec-

tion by John Hurt. 
My fellow reviewers and I 

spent considerable time dis­
secting the actors, agreeing 
that it's tough to have some­
one else interpret a role one 
has imagined so vividly. 

We all resolved that: the 
best perfomance among the 
three child stars was given 
by Rupert Grint, who plays 
the expressive Ron Weasley; 
Daniel Radcliffe as Harry 
looked the part but seemed 
slightly limited in his acting 
range; and Emma Watson as 
Hermione was too cute for 
the role and not quite ade­
quately annoying. 

Most disappointing to the 
young reviewers was 
Richard Harris' portrayal of 
Dumbledore, who lacked 
"twinkle." Alan Rickman 
made a gre.at Professor 
Snape and- my favourite 
of the adults - Maggie 
Smith was smashing as 
Professor McGonagall. 

My young reviewers and I 
were spellbound by the 
movie's visual feast and, 
because we all knew the sce­
nario, were not terror-strick­
en by the special-effects­
scary scenes. 

Young children who go 
into the frightening bits 
without knowing the out­
come could find it over­
whelming, but my 10-year­
old reviewers agreed the 
book (i.e. their imaginations) 
was scarier than the movie. 

So what about all the "it 
was a great movie ... buts." 
Most of the backseat natter­
ing during the drive home 
from Harry Potter nit-picked 

on the details. 
"Professor McGonagall 

was supposed to be carrying 
books when she met them in 
the hall." 

"They put this scene 
together with that scene." 

"Dumbledore never knew 
about the dragon." 

Never have I heard chil­
dren so thoroughly debate 
the various merits of a 
movie - a concept which 
must have struck terror into 
the filmmakers. 

Ultimately, when all was 
said and done, it was my 
eight-year-old who gave 
Harry Potter and The 
Philosopher's Stone its final 
grade. 

"Let's not rent the video 
when it comes out," she 
said. "Let's buy it." 

Islanders can do their own 
critique of the Harry Potter 
movie , beginning this 
Friday at Cinema Central. 
(See further information in 
the Cinema Central ad.) 

Shznzn9 Sky 
GaLLeRy 

• Sculptor • Candles 
• Lapidary • Soaps 

• Silversmith • Rocks 

650 Vesuvius Bay Rd. 
Hrs: Wed-Sun 10-5 

In today's uncertain economic climate, you should talk to an 

Island Savings financial expert. Our team of financial and insurance 

specialists can provide you with sound and objective advice and 

can offer you a full range of products and services from: 

• Mutual funds"', segregated funds, stocks, bonds and venture capital funds 

• Estate preservation, insurance and tax planning services 

• Retirement planning services including RRSPs, RRIFs, 
and RESPs to name just a few. 

Call today to learn more about these and other Island Savings products 

and services. And let us help you develop a plan that meets your 

financial goals and objectives. 

*Mutual funds and other securities are offered through Credential Securities Inc., a subsidiary of 
. Credit Union Central of Canada. Unless otherwise stated, mutual funds and other securities are 
not covered by the Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation or by any other 
government deposit insurer which insures· deposits ill credit unions. 

Cedar 
722-7073 

Ladysmith 
245-0456 

Duncan 
746-4171 

Salt Spring 
537-5587 

Cobble Hill 
743-7335 

Mill Bay 
743-5534 

Shawnigan 
743-5395 

Brentwood 
544-4041 

Victoria 
385-4476 

Mutual funds and other securities are not guaranteed, their values 
change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. 
Credential Securities Inc. is a Member-CIPF. .4~ ISLAND SAVINGS 

,. There's More Here 

Stained Glass Formations 
Artwork by Jeramya Gallagher 

Specializing in commissioned works 

• Window hangings 
• Custom fittings into existing window frames 

• Mirrors, boxes, small tables 
• Repairs to leaded and copper foil windows , 

• Stained glass lessons 

"I enjoy creating art aireeable to the customers artisti~ preferences; 
this will ensure a pleasing end result." 

537-0619 • 432 Vesuvius Bay Rd.; 
Box 1 Comp 1, VSK 1K7 

No l~at§tt l\\1Uin1uut<e §lhtoppling 
(aut lEn<eJrgrzv (Optli<o>n§,, 

Energy Options 
Ltd 

8 
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Mobility 

Approved Dealer 

364 Lower Ganges Rd., 
GVM Mall 537·8371 

Plentiful Pottery 
Jewelry Galore 

Beautiful Beeswax Candles 
Bountiful Bargains 

uelightful Xmas Decorations 
Surprising Stocking StutTers 

Select Art Cards 
Dainty Dried flowers & 

Seasonal Wreaths 
Delightful Dolls 
Fetching Felt 

Perfect Pillows 
Cozy Nightgowns 

Kids Clothes 
Quilts & Clothing 

Wondrous Woodwork 
Luxury Soaps & Lotions 
Herbal Oils & Potions 

Fragrant Aromatherapy 
Medieval Games 

Original Art 

Enjoy the sights & sowuls of an Island style Christmas 

Your classified ad in the Driftwood 
now has greater reach than ever! 

Classifieds are on the Internet at www.gulfislands.net 


