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Anger and jeers
replaced by new
OCP atmosphere

By GAIL SJUBERG
Driftwood Staff

Dietrich Luth likened Thursday’s
Official Community Plan (OCP)
session in Ganges to “testimonial
night at an (Alcoholics
Anonymous) meeting.”

Referring to reports about
volatile public meetings, John
Myers said the evening “restored
my faith in my fellow islanders.”

While not a benign gathering of
plan supporters, it contrasted with
previous meetings where anger and
jeers made the lasting i
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stewardship, not regulation;

* applying it to “real community
concerns” — a response to “if it
ain’t broke, don’t fix it” com-
ments;

* improving the definitions;

* eliminating vegetation removal
guidelines, except those
to commercial developments and
references to heritage trees.

Trustees also said they need
more input about the draft plan’s
content on recreational facilities,
transportation, amenity zomng,

ings. Nima Ragiasky, Dawvid
Dexter and Virginia Newman,

who were all on the envaro

for ferry stragglers

Miss the ferry? Mixed up about
the new schedule?

“It’s all right,” says Rodney
Filtness, owner of Rodrigo’s
Restaurant in Fulford Harbour. The
coffee will be on for travellers who
can’t quite get used to the new
Fulford-Swartz Bay schedule, which
goes into effect Friday.

“I'm there to take care of them,”
Filtness said, as Salt Spring Islanders
prepare for the first schedule change
at the south-end terminal for more
than a decade.

Rodrigo’s will begin opening ear-
lier to give those catching the new
7:40 a.m. ferry a chance to grab cof-
fee or a bite to eat before boarding.

Under the new schedule, the
Bowen Queen will sail from Fulford
Harbour at 6:20, 7:40, 9 and 10:55
am, and at 12:30, 2:20, 3:45, 5:10,
6:35 and 8:35 p.m.

Departures from Swartz Bay will
be at 7, 8:20, 9:40 and 11:45 a.m.,,
and at 1:20, 3, 4:30, 5:55, 7:20 and
9:20 p.m.

Filtness expects the change will
still leave people behind, especially
with more summer travellers. But

that just means more people will
have more time to sample the
delights of Fulford village.

“A few times a week people are
stranded now,” he said. The changed
schedule will just add a bit more
confusion until islanders adjust.

Kathy Scarfo, who represents Salt
Spring on the ferry scheduling com-
mittee, has already heard complaints
about the new schedule. One prob-
lem for weekend visitors from the
Mainland is the elimination of the
8:15 p.m. sailing on Sundays, which
used to reach Swartz Bay in time fo
connect with the 9 p.m. sailing from
Swartz Bay to Tsawwassen.

Now visitors who want to reach
home by Sunday night will have to
leave Salt Spring at 6:35 p.m., cut-
ting their visit short by 95 minutes.

The new schedule also eliminates
a midday connection to the 3 p.m.
Swartz Bay-Tsawwassen sailing,
which used to be possible from the
2:15 p.m. sailing from Fulford
Harbour

The cilange comes on the eve of
one of the big tourist weekends of
the year.
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S prepared

Young Jenna McRobb thinks swinging in
Centennial Park is just about the best way to
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Swinger

pass a Saturday afternoon. The youngster is

one of many children who enjoy park facilitie:
on a regular basis.

Photo by Susan Lo

Search continues for source of hantavirus

Investigation is continuing to locate
the source of the hantavirus infection
which killed a Salt Spring man.

Inspections were carried out on
Salt Spring and Ucluelet earlier this
week. The tests will determine
whether the infection was picked up
near the man’s Salt Spring home or
in Ucluelet, where he had recently
cleaned out a cabin. No results were

available at press time.

Dr. Alison Bell, disease control
centre epidemiologist, said the exact
source of the infection may never be
identified.

“Often times it is not determined
with certainty where the person was
exposed.”

The disease kills approximately
half its victims. Humans can be

exposed to it by inhaling dust-sized
particles found in the urine, saliva or
excrement of disease-carrying
rodents, The disease has been identi
fied in deer mice

Bell said it is important to handi.
any feces carefully, whether from
humans or from animals, since dis-
ease can be fransmitted through the
stool.

Salt Spring’s first Bosnian refugee
family arrived on Salt Spring yester-
day 10 a grand welcome at the Long
Harbour ferry terminal.

The family of four — which has
lived in a refugee camp for the past
vear — is the first family brought
here under the sponsorship of the
Island Refugee Support
Committee.

The famﬂy was met by a welcome
banner written in Croatian, and a
number of skand residents who gath-

Salt Spring welcomes Bosnian family

ered at the terminal to extend warmth
and friendship.

Refugee support committee
member Maureen Bendick told the
Driftwood that little is known
about this family.

It consists of a 34-year-old man,
who formerly worked in sales, a 29-
year-old former secretary and their

two daughters aged eight and nine.

The family was taken to its new
home, located on Park Drive,
behind All Saints-by-the-Sea. The
home has been furnished through
donations by many individuals
and businesses, Bendick said.

Bendick and fellow committee
member Nada Sheppard, who speaks
Croatian, travelled to Vancouver
Monday to meet the family which

had flown to Canada from Gennany.

The family was given a room in a
Richmond hotel Monday night, and
arrived on Salt Spring just after 1
p.m. yesterday.

Bendick said Monday she expect-
ed the family — none of whom
speaks any English — would be suf-
fering culture shock and pure
exhaustion by the time it reached

Canada.

Once settled on Salt Spring, family
members will be enrolled in English
as a second language courses.

Refugee support committee mem-
ber Bob Wild said community
response to the idea of sponsoring
Bosnian family here has been excei-
lent.

If islanders continue to “give
strong support to the refugee task
force and surplus will be used to sup-
port other families.”
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Clark takes charge,
Liberals fall in polls

VICTORIA — He wasn’t surprised by the latest Angus Reid poll,
said Gordon Campbell.

He knew all along that it would be a tough fight.

It sure is. The poll, taken during the first week of the campaign,
saw the NDP with 45 per cent of support from decided voters,
while the Liberals dropped to a new low of 33 per cent, wuh the

Reformers stalling at
17 per cent, and CAP[TAL
COMMENT

Gordon Wilson’s
HUBERT BEYER

Progressive
Democratic Alliance
trailing at four per
cent.

And Campbell said he wasn’t surprised. The man should be
stunned. What happened to the 50-per-cent-plus support he had
until the day Glen Clark took over as leader of the NDP? He lost
it by allowing Clark to take over the agenda or rather setting the
agenda, because the Liberals never really had one.

When Campbell’s Liberals clocked in at up to 54 per cent sup-
port, the NDP was mired in the morass of the Commonwealth
Holding Society scandal. And no matter how hard Mike Harcourt
tried, he was unable to convince voters that he and his caucus had
nothing to do with the scandal and should, therefore, not be
blamed for it.

arcourt was one of the most decent people ever to be in poli-

tics, but he had one fatal flaw: he lacked the decisiveness
required of a leader. Harcourt believed in delegating responsibili-
ty. But in the rough-and-tumble of British Columbia politics, a
leader must be able to take charge when necessary.

Clark took charge the moment he became premier. He ordered
a public inquiry into the bingo affair, something Harcourt had
steadfastly refused to do. And then he went after the Liberals with
a fury.

Scrums are the scourge of most politicians. To have a dozen
microphones shoved in your face, TV cameras rolling and a horde
of reporters demanding instant answers to often hostile questions
is something most politicians dread.

Clark seems to thrive on it. “Where do you want me?” he often
asks reporters bearing down on him. And then he turns on that
stare and fires off answers as fast as reporters can ask the ques-
tions.

By comparison, Campbell comes off wishy-washy in scrums.
His handlers should tell him never to start an answer with “Well
...” It sounds indecisive. And he should stop saying “the fact of
the matter is” in every second sentence. It makes him sound like
he’s still trying to think of what he wants to say.

c ampbell is a very intelligent and personable guy who has no
problem communicating one on one. Put a mike in front of
him, and he starts rambling.

The Liberals are also losing the advertising war in this cam-
paign. The NDP ads are hard-hitting, making Campbell out to be
the friend of the rich and powerful, the banks and big corpora-
tions. Stuff like that tends to stick.

NDP commercials also keep reminding voters of what is hap-
pening in Ontario and Alberta. And even the business community
is buying into it, because they have enjoyed British Columbia’s
economic performance during the past four and a half years.

he Liberal “Glenochio” was effective, but it backfired. People

didn’t like it. Another Liberal ad I saw showed a pie with a
number of slices, one of which was what people are left with after
the government gets through with their income. The ad tried to
convey that by making the whole pie bigger, people will be left
with more money. Not very effective.

Decisive leadership makes the difference. The NDP has got it,
and the Liberals haven’t. That’s why the Liberals lost the huge
lead they had in the polls.

Barring unforeseen gaffes, it looks like the NDP will come
back with a majority, perhaps an even bigger one than they had.

Unlike some of my colleagues, who don’t like predicting the
outcome of an election this early in the campaign, I hereby go out
on the limb and make the following prediction: On May 28, the
NDP will be back with 40 seats, the Liberals will have 29, the
Reform Party four, and the Progressive Democratic Alliance two.

Beyer can be reached at (604) 920-9300; fax:385-6783; E-mail
hbeyer@direct.ca

b The most energy efficient
edrance
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on now!

| Hot Spring Spas stay hot 24 hours a day
and operate for under $12 a month. The
| world’s #1 selling brand. Come see why!

"~ Call 3834511 (collect)
For a free brochure

475 Gorge Rd., Victoria
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Tomatoes, not pot

To the busy-bodied, nothing-
better-to-do-with-their-time,
rumour-construing individuals I
would strongly recommend a visit
to your nearest optometrist as
apparently your vision is not so
good! The plants in the upstairs
window of 110 Corbett Street are
not marijuana plants, they are
tomato plants in which I have
taken great pride in starting from
seed. When I visit my doctor’s
office 1 do not stare into the win-
dows of surrounding private resi-
dences as I am simply content to
mind my own business and read
magazines. Please feel free at any-
time to drop in and take an “up
close” look at my tomato plants
before they are taken out of my
window and transplanted into my
garden, you “peeping tom-atoes!”
L. TURNER,
Corbett Street

P.S. Just in case “inquiring
minds” want to know there is a
sign in my upstairs window in
bold red letters that reads, “tomato
plants.”

ArtSpring online

ArtSpring is delighted to
announce that we are now on the
Internet!

Particular thanks is given to
Dwight Jones and Andrew Haigh
of Imagen who donated a one-year
subscription to Internet on behalf
of the Salt Spring Ice Park
Society. Other members of SSIPS
have been actively volunteering
their skills in support of their
belief (and ours) that a community
prospers best by working together
to complete these major projects
which will contribute so much to
the community as a whole.

Members and others who might
like to access the ArtSpring home
page (a tasteful and attractive
design courtesy of Paul Marcano)
can do so at http://www.salt-
spring.com/vbe/spring/arts/html or
e-mail us at iacsartspring@salt-
spring.com

Thanks again to all steadfast
ArtSpring members and support-
ers for their efforts in our ongoing
drive to complete the centre.

BOB WEEDEN,
President

Valuable service

It was quietly and efficiently
arranged by the Victoria hospital.
I was discharged and allowed
home after radical surgery. Early
next morning, a fully briefed pro-
fessional nurse knocked on our
door ready to change a dressing,
remove a drainage tube or cope
with whatever else was needed.

The dedicated professional and
caring services of the CRD home
nursing care program is available
on Salt Spring for all who have
need.

The majority of islanders are
possibly not aware that such a pro-
gram exists. It has become impor-
tant to me that such caring nursing

by experienced RN professionals
should be widely known and
acknowledged as another wonder-
ful plus that we have on Salt
Spring Island.

Thank you Maureen, Georgia
and Ann. I could not have been in
better hands and your ever-bub-
bling smile and laugh meant so
much to me.

MICHAEL WHEATON,
Vesuvius Bay

Juicy breaks

During the month of April I
heard one time only, on BCTV,
that “50 per cent of the Liberals’
money comes from business cor-
porations and 93 per cent of the
NDP money comes from ordinary
people,” not the big unions as we
hear all the time.

Under the government’s new
openness policy I was able to
access the lists of donors to all the
provincial parties. This information
is free and available to anyone.

Of great interest to me was the
fact that most of the big donations
to the Liberals were made in
December 1995, just in time to
qualify for a juicy tax break.

Win, lose or draw these corpo-
rations are picking up tax breaks
while low-income smucks like me
with families to support are pick-
ing up the tab.

DON’T WASTE YOUR .

Suitable weather conditions .

May 15 - Oct. 25

EXTERIOR PAINTING

on Salt Spring and the Gulf Islands
HAVE IT DONE RIGHT!

CALL UNICORN

for an estimate

537-2732

Why would Rogers
Communications give Campbell’s
Liberals $15,000?

Why would Teck Corp. give the
so-called Reform Party $10,000?

Why do we allow corporate
entities any say at all in how we
govern ourselves, let alone subsi-
dize their political whims?

TOM PICKETT,
Lee Road

Opportunity

I sure hope the OCP is printed
on recycled paper.

Let’s all do whatever we can to
make Mill Farm a park. Kudos to
all those striving for it.

Our fine friends on Galiano
secured Bodega Ridge as a park.
With similar spirit and strategies,
surely we can do the same with
this rare opportunity here.

JAC ANDRE,
Fernwood
Geomantic

Lest I be scorned by all the
learned spiritual folk on the island, in
my article I suggested that Frank and
Nell Smith’s homestead may have
been oriented according to “geoman-
tic” principles (as in “geomancy”),
not “geomagnetic!”

NEIL MORIE,
Beaver Point
MORE LETTERS A11
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FREE DELIVERY & SET-UP

@'.CFIOWAVES + CD PLAYERS + PORTABLE

Quadratic Solutions Inc.

Located in Creekhouse
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Work opportunities and job creation...
Your dollars really are worth more bere.
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Prejudice

Even here, in what is thought of
as paradise, God’s country, “a very
tolerant community;” it was brought
home to me in a very real way and
more forcefully than before, how
healthy and strong the proponents of
prejudice are.

I very recently received a letter,
whose writer (apparently represent-
ing a group), chose to hide behind
the mask of anonymity, while
engaging in the grossest racial and
social bigotry, and malicious sexual
innuendo. This is a monumental act
of cowardice.

It is one of several attacks I have
sustained during my residency in
this community. I am not the only
person of ethnic minority to have
this experience. I have personal
knowledge of an East Indian family
who moved off Salt Spring Island,
after only a short stay, because of
the racial attacks they were subject-
edto.

Part of an insidious but fortunate-
ly small group; nevertheless detri-
mental to the community, the writer
maintains, “People like me” (what
are those, brown people, black peo-
ple, poor people, non-traditionally
employed people?) are to blame for
all that is going wrong with the way
Canada works, (among other
things). Are “we” to be blamed for
epidemics, natural disasters and
changes in the weather next?

Yes, it is currently very popular to
adopt fundamentalist, right-wing
attitudes, to treat people on social
assistance like trash, poor bash,
degrade single parents in every
slimy way possible, slur anyone
who dares to be different, blame
people of other races living in this
country for the multitude of prob-
lems effecting this economy.

To the person who wrote to me;
you need to know the whole truth.
Thanks for your concern, I confirm I
live in a cow patty, an immoral
wasteland and I am lcw:ng every
moment of it!

You dared not sign your lener for

fear of exposure as the fraud you
truly are. I suggest the pain in your
rear is from sitting on your brain.
Get off your pedestal and muck
about with us peasants, the
unwashed masses as you like to call
us, down here. We are in good com-
pany, Jesus was one of us. You
might learn a thing or two.
MARILYN MARSHALL,
Fernwood Road

Compassionate

I have known Dr.
Shklanka for over a year.

Early last year, after 10 years, I
decided to change physicians. I
began to inquire about the other var-
ious physicians on the island and
took the time to meet with some of
them.

I finally decided on becoming a
patient of Dr. Shklanka — and
although my experience with her
has been relatively short, I can nev-
ertheless say, without equivocation,
that she is the most competent and
compassionate physician [ have ever
had.

I had knee problems which she
correctly and quickly diagnosed.

Karen

More letters

(unlike the previous physician) and
she went to bat for me to quickly
obtain an experienced orthopedic
surgeon. Dr. Shklanka was also suc-
cessful in helping me get into the
Chemainus hospital in a relatively
quick amount of time as I was expe-
riencing considerable pain.

Although I am male, I see consid-
erable need for Dr. Shklanka to
obtain hospital privileges not just
because we need another woman
(which we do, as there are only
three women out of 10 physicians
with hospital privileges) but because
she is so obviously competent, car-
ing and efficient.

I wish to express my conviction
that she is more than worthy of
receiving hospital privileges at Lady
Minto and urge the members of the
medical manpower committee to
allow her to be the next physician to
receive such privileges.

RICHARD KRIEGER,
Long Harbour Road

Voice of people
The members of OAPO Br. 32

wish to thank the Chamber of
Commerce for the opportunity to
have another successful pie and cof-
fee booth at the Home Show.

Another thank you, too, to all the
pie and other goodie bakers, craft
workers and all the helpers for their
efforts in making our second mini-
bazaar, held May 4 at lower Central
Hall, such a success. Winner of the
“Doll” raffle was Mrs. Doris Hann.

For the many people at both
events that inquired as to what
OAPO stands for — it is B.C. Old
Age Pensioners Organization.

There is a B.C. provincial board
which meets in New Westminster
every three months. There are
numerous branches in B.C. with a
total of 10,000 members. Meetings
and socials are each held once a
month.

The organization is the “voice of
the people” — so anyone interested
in the future of all pensioners is wel-
come to join. The age requirement
on Salt Spring is 50 and older. Our
next social will be June 12 at 1:30
p.m. at Central Hall with entertain-

ment by Seniors for Seniors choir.
ELVIE HISLOP,

NAIDINE SIMS,

OAPO Br. 32

Too good to lose

I was pleased to read the article
about Dr. Karen Shklanka in the
May 8 Driftwood. As was noted, Dr.
Shklanka has applied to the medical
manpower committee for hospital
privileges. I would like to encourage
the community to support her appli-
cation for privileges by writing to the
board of Lady Minto Hospital.

I know from my personal and
professional experiences as a school
principal that there is a crying need
for female practitioners on Salt
Spring Island. Currently, we have
three out of 10 practices with female
physicians and two of the three
physicians in these practices work
only part time. All three of the prac-
tices are closed to new patients. Our
island population is more than 50
per cent female.

While the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms prevents the board from
using gender as one of its criteria,
the ratio of need to supply between

female population and female physi-
cians is out of balance. As such,
gender would seem an important
factor to take into consideration in
serving the needs of our communi-
ty.

Dr. Shklanka has provided me
with advice thal is current and sensi-
ble and has made referrals when and
where necessary. As an asthmatic,
good health is not a given for me.
Under Dr. Shklanka’s care, I have
found a sense of wellness that I have
not experienced in a very long time.
‘We must do all we can to keep her
here; she is far too good to lose!!

The Ministry of Health’s initia-
tives for Closer to Home are based
on the principles of personally-man-
aged wellness supported by the
health care system.

It will be the challenge of the
local hospital board and the commu-
nity health council to find ways,
means and personnel to initiate, sup-
port and sustain the new health plan
in our community. Dr. Shklanka is
innovative, creative and most able to
help us move in that direction.
BARB AUST,

Stark Road

_ MORE LETTERS A21

Central Island Powerline Lid.

Powerline maintenance and
construction

* Private property
+ Commercial
604 743-6729

AU Wornk Guarnanteed

™| OPEN SUNDAYS

10 am - 4pm

During May

Mouarts CLotHING Co.

Harbour Bldg., Mon. - Sat. 9:30-5:30
Sunday 10-4 dunng May 537-5551

Yobanderns Wornking & Leiving Together

SPECIALTY FOODS

Springtime
Wlth a spring hat and a bouquet of flowers, Megan Henry was
celebrating the (final) arrival of spring weather recently.
Teacher Maria McKeachie was so touched by the Salt Spring
elementary student’s appearance, she nominated Megan as a
candidate for a Driftwood photo. Megan won.

Photo by Tony Richards

ECONO

Your dollars drive our island
economy and that benefits all of us.

Y

Yelandens Wornking & Leiving Togetther

Imported Cheeses
Spices from all over the world
Gourmet Pastas
Latest Release Videos
VESUVIUS VILLAGE STORE

NOW OPEN :

Mon. - Sat. 9-9/Sun. 10-8

= & 537-1515 =

%é’mu Wornking & Living Togetther

Pat10 Heaters

"“ Won’t leave you out
' in the cold!

SEE THEM
TODAY!
o, Sunglo
o ¢ Patio Heaters

until May 31, 199

ST ARRIVED!

An exciting assortment of un.l?e ceramic pots, urns
& statuary in a wide array of sizes and finishes.
Great for home, garden & patio!

HOME DESIGN CENTRE

320 Upper Ganges Road ¢ 537-2111
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Legislated morals cure
crime before it occurs

e are a fine and moral nation. In our national affairs we shall
be guided by a fine and moral administration and in our
provincial thinking we shall be guided by a fine and moral govemn-
ment.
I can feel the goodness oozing from my pores!
Prejudice is a thing of the past. Canadians no longer speak dis-

paragingly of

Canadians of other
TOBE
FRANK

colour, race, creed,
FRANK RICHARDS

tongue or personal
conduct. It’s all done
by legislation.

On the provincial
scene the government
is ensuring that none of us is guilty of exerting undue suasion on our
fellow voters by means of advertised preference. Advertising? In an
election? Please don’t mention it! We’re British Columbians!

What a pity we cannot correct other evils by this same palliative!
What a tragedy that unemployment is resistant to legislation! Or
crime. Other, of course, than evil thinking of our less than evil fel-
lows. Or spending filthy money on u.adeserving candidates!

The tragedy lies in the legislation. In the Muslim world punish-
ment fits the crime. The thief forfeits his hands and is henceforth
incapable of stealing. Or much else.

In our society the government might infroduce legislation to pro-
hibit a potential thief from thinking about stealing. And, Lo! The
crime is cured before it is committed.

Similarly, in our provincial life we are guided by our good and
moral government and we spend no moneys on promotion of evil
men to seek office properly held by members of our lawful govern-
ment.

It is all so good and so moral I could cry!

I think I will.

An appreciation
What led to this adulation of good and moral government was a
political badge. Worn on my lapel, it announces my preference in
the coming election.
An adhesive tape is attached to advise all and sundry that I wear it
subject to the authority of the candidate’s agent. Goodness and
morality have caught up with me. And I find them suspect. Ugh!

Quick response

I’'m a quick responder, when it comes to emesgences. Like when
the power fails, my watch stops. And when | tried rat poison to thin
my blood, all the mice died! I didnc.

All I need now is a diet of slug bait and I'm all set for the spring.

I list myself among the optimists who are convinced that the
spring is, though delayed, on its way. You get kind of tired of wait-
ing!

Trouble sleeping?

If you can’t get off to sleep and sheep don’t help, why not try
counting deer? There are probably a hundred deer for every sheep
on the island and that makes for more effective sleeping.

I’ve tried it and | know it works, but my trouble is that I’'m asleep
before the first deer leaps out of the woods into my room to be
counted. It was the same with counting sheep. Before | could clearly
remember the taste of mint sauce I would be snoring steadily.

My late wife, who always mmplamed that 1 never st ospcd talk-
ing, also complained when I fell asleep in her mid-sentence. Sheep?
They re no use to an instant sleeper like me!

But | figured one day that a good deer count might be revealing.
So, once in bed, I gritted my teeth and lay there counting like fury. 1
was so quick dropping off, that I was watching a dead deer in a ditch
and trying to decide whether it would be sporting to include him
before I realized | was asleep and dreaming of deer.

Deer get some people that way: fast asleep. I figure there must be
close to 5,000 deer on Churchill Road alone. Or accompanied

Two decades ago [ would prowl my garden with a loaded camera
just in the hope of getting a photograph of a real. live deer. | saw
bugs and slugs, but never a real deer. Now they see me come out
with a camera and they stand there and pose for me.

I'm convinced that I am already an endangered species. The deer
population on Salt Spring Island must far exceed the human figure.

Deer! Deer! Deer! What a lot of deers! So many that T now open
my letters, “Deer Mr. Jones.” And I would hasten to a-:ic;_ “Deer
Mrs. Jones,” when the circumstances demand it.

No rifles; no cougars; no enemies, they thrive.

My garden doesn’t.

Just get on with that counting. Be an interesting statistic, the actu-
al, factual number of deer on the island according to sleepless coun-
ters. I can’t stay awake any longer! Good night!

Aroma-spa’s 2nd Year

BC Certified Intensive Aromatheraphy Course

Offering Standard, Advanced, and Instructor Levels

Recognized by the
Canadian Federation of Aromatherapists

COURSES RUNNING FROM AUG. 2 - SEPT. 17

Surrey location - Brenda at (604) 572-1136
Vancouver location - Lynda at (604) 731-3350
Salt Spring Island - Linda at (604) 537-2679
or call Aroma-Spa at 1-800-803-7668
Courses includes Affiliate Membership to the CFA

Trails named as high pnonty

Trails for recreation and as
transportation links should be a
priority on the island, according to
recommendations from the Parks
and Recreation trails task force.

The task force’s report, setting
out five core recommendations
plus general maintenance guide-
lines for trails on the island, was
presented to Parks and
Recreation Commission (PRC)
members at their April 29 meet-
ing by Bill Curtin, 2 PRC mem-
ber who sat on the task force.

PRC member Barry Urquhart
was also on the task force.

The first task force recommen-
dation stresses the importance of
trails and the second asks the
PRC to “vigorously pursue” a
trail acquisition policy.

The third recommendatios =
for reinstatement of land =
contracts or similar legisiatio
which would aid in acquiri=g
community trail network
However, Curtin said, some tzsk
force members now feel provi-
sions in the draft Official
Community Plan (OCP) will
work toward trail acquisition.

The fourth recommendation =
for establishment of an ongoing
trail and pathway advisory coun-
cil on the island, and the fifth
recommends protocol agree-
ments with the Ministry of
Transportation and Highways for
roadside pathways.

Further protocol agreements
with the Ministry of Tourism,
the Islands Trust and any other
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Bungee jumping among programs

If meetings are too tame, Salt
Spring Parks and Recreation
Commission (PRC) members can
try some more daring activities.

“I urge PRC members to try
bungee jumping or hang-gliding,”
programmer Ross Huff said at a
recent PRC meeting, noting that
both activities are part of the com-
mumity recreation summer program.

Iz the brochure, released last
month, are bungy jumping field
trips on July 11 and August 15,
plus an introduction to hang gliding
— with 2 tandem flight — on June
1 and 2 and on Angust 17 and 18.

Drummond

agreement
reached

so-face in
order to draft an agreement
between the Capital Regional
District (CRD) and the Fulford
Community Hall Association
over maintenance of
Drummond Park.

Patsy Siemens, who handled

the megotiations on behalf of
tke CRD n* Parks and
Recreation C r‘rﬁﬂon (PRO),
tolé 2 recent P :._N.rma the
entire ement was done by
tclepm_: and fax Be

She moved the PRC recom

mend the CRD =< D 1
agreement. Fellow commss
members agreed.

Under the agreemesn: the
CRD assumes respomsibainy fos
the operation and maimiczance
of Drummond Park as 2 patic
park for the next five vears
The CRD is to pay an anmual
license fee of $10 for the park
and the agreement may be
renewed for a further five
years.

The hall association reserves
the right to book the park for
community functions or activi-
ties.

The waterfront park is off
Isabella Point Road and Fulford
Harbour. It is the traditional
site for the Fulford Day cele-
bration in August and for the
second day of Sea Capers in
June.

PRC chairwoman Kellie Booth
praised the brochure and the wide
range of activities offered over the
summer,

As of May 1, the PRC office is
open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
and will not be closed over lunch
time. Huff hopes telephone regis-
tration for courses using credit
cards will be available soon.

The baseball season is in “full
swing,” Huff further noted. He hoped
improved weather would reduce the
number of cancelled games.

The new Camp Colossal program
from July 15 to August 23, combines

10115-C McDonald Park Rd.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 3X9
g

1s YouR WELL WATER sAFrE T0 pRiNk>

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

| Y
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656-1334

Saanich-Gulf Isiands

JACK FRAZER, M.P.

I— Office Located at:
| 9843 - SECOND STREET

SIDNEY, B.C. V8L 3C7
Tel. 656-2320 /| Fax 656-1675

Office hours: Tuesday-Friday 9am-5pm,
mﬂwﬂa

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-667-9188

Buy this Howse...

Soon to be built at 145 Trincomali Heights

DIRECT FROM THE CONTRACTOR

NRS SALT SPRING REALTY LTD.
101 -14% Fulord Camey~ Boad
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Hospital test drives
electric pickup truck

By TONY RICHARDS
Driftwood Staff

For the driver who likes to move
out smartly from a stop sign or over-
take swiftly when tailing a laid-back
island motorist, the electric vehicle is
a non-starter.

But if it’s a quiet, unhurried, envi-
ronmentally-friendly system of trans-
port that appeals, vehicle conversions
by a Vancouver Island company are
just the thing.

Lady Minto Hospital staff test
drove a 1987 Nissan pickup truck for
two weeks at the invitation of
Canadian Electric Vehicles Ltd.,
based in Lantzville. The verdict?

It would be perfectly adequate for
Lady Minto's needs, according to the
hospital’s Geoff Barrett, but uneco-
nomical for mileage reasons.

Maintenance staff currently use an
older Dodge pickup, running up a gas
bill of only $20 a month. Barrett said
it cost $26 a month just to keep the
electric vehicle’s batteries charged.
Add to that the $800 annual cost of
the batteries themselves, and you
need to be doing a lot more driving
than the hospital does with its Dodge.

Otherwise, however, the electric-
powered truck might be a good choice
for many local drivers. This reporter

Candidates
gather for
island meeting

Salt Spring voters will have an
opportunity to publicly question
candidates in the upcoming
provincial election when an all-
candidates meeting takes place
tonight.

All five candidates have con-
firmed they will attend the meet-
ing, set for Wednesday in the high
school multi-purpose room, begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m.

Each of the five will make a six-
minute opening presentation.
Questions will follow, and then
the candidates will have three
minutes to conclude. David
Borrowman will moderate the
meeting, which is sponsored by
the Community Planning
Association.

Candidates are Murray Coell,
Liberal; Wally du Temple, Green
Party; Ross Imrie, Reform; Lynda
Laushway, NDP; and Gary
Lundy, Progressive Democratic
Alliance.

It's time to call your Weicome

Wagon hostess. She will bring
congratulations & gifts for the
family and the NEW BABY!

Veimei

SINCE 1830

Jill Urquhart
537-5431

| 4

was invited to take the vehicle for a
turn around Ganges and found its per-
formance more than adequate.

True, it was slow to move out
from a full stop and a little sluggish
on hills, but if you're retired and liv-
ing on the Gulf Islands, where there
is seldom any urgency to be going
anywhere, battery power may be a
viable option.

One reason why the Nissan was
sluggish was battery weight. After
factoring in the weight lost through

BATTERIES |INCLUDED:
Geoff Barrett shows the loca-
tion of the battery storage
compartments underneath
the flat deck of the 1987
Nissan, converted to electric
pOWer.

Photo by Tony Richards

removal of the internal combustion
engine, there’s a net increase in vehi-
cle weight of 800 pounds, the equiva-
lent of five medium-build adults.

As well, the truck has an automatic
transmission and would be more
responsive with a standard.

The motor itself generates 95
horsepower from the 144-volt Trojan

battery pack. Top speed of the Nissan
is 140 kilometres per hour, and it has
a range of 70-100 kilometres.
It sells for $22,000.
"'" :':-‘. ‘;.~ \ F : :-":__‘ . ey : =T /1 ‘ _“" e __-_-J- “- - tf’;:
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ST ‘. Vegetation Management =~ . - _’.'-.J vl s
4y X : , FERE T e it G B
. w5 ﬂ\\-_\ Look for our Consumer Information 2 oy L
= A5 AN\ >~ Pamphlets (published by the International . a1
ey jﬂ‘ G Sqmety of Arboriculture) at major -?L'.f_._": : *.
A< =0 s nurseries, or stop by your local B.C. Hydro * £ = -
e ~, + office and pick up copies of this helpful .7
& /f" S s literature on o e
ToE G vegetative management. B

%5 Y"1 7'AVOID TREE & UTILITY CONFLICTS

The illustration below indicates where trees should be = 8
planted in relation to your home, overhead and underground > i i
power lines, power pole, and sireet. Ty o

~
2 TREE SELECTION \'\

Our pamphlets contain important questions the home

gardener should address BEFORE selecting a tree. When all \
answers have been provided you'll get the "right tree for the \
right place". |

3 NEW TREE PLANTING

Trees, like people, require responsible care during their
early years. Our pamphlets give comprehensive instructions
on selecting a location, and proper planting of the tree.
Remember, it’s better to put a $50 tree in a $100 hole, than
a $100 tree in a $50 hole.

4 RECOGNIZING TREE HAZARDS
This pamphlet contains a 14-point checklist on tree hazards.
Recognizing and reducing tree hazards increase safety for
you and your neighbours, and also improves the tree’s
health.

Pick up these four pamphiets today
They’re free and informative!

STREET

BGhudro
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“Do you want to spend your week-
end off cleaning or would you rather
spend it doing what you want?”

That’s the question being asked
by the proprietor of a new Salt
Spring cleaning business.

Sparkle and Shine Cleaning
Services is run by Lisbeth Jones, an
island resident for 23 years. Jones
will handle all types of commercial
and residential cleaning on a one-
time or regularly-scheduled basis.

The phone number is 537-4482.

* Seair Services is the name of a
new airline offering flights between
Ganges and Vancouver International

Service will give back weekend

Airport three times daily, in addition
to a charter service.

Seair was incorporated in 1983,
beginning as an aircraft chartering,
maintenance and servicing business.
In addition to those services, Seair
operates two Cessna 185 floatplanes,
two De-Havilland Beaver floatplanes
and two Turbo Beaver floatplanes.

The company is owned by Peter
Clarke, a West Coast pilot for 17

BUSINESS
BRIEFS

Seair’s passenger terminal and
wharfs are located at the south side
of Vancouver International Airport.

It can be reached at 1-800-
44SEAIR or (604) 273-8900.

* Harbour Air Seaplanes has
announced a new service of interest

to Gulf Island residents.

The “puddle jump” service
between Victoria and Vancouver
harbours began May 6. One-way
fare is $99.

* Heritage Nursery at Everlasting
Summer on McLennan Drive cele-
brated its grand opening May 10.

Derek Duffy, Ellie Parkes and
Nick Langford are running the busi-
ness specializing in perennials,
herbs, unusual plants, ground covers

and old roses,

Duffy will also teach various
workshops, on subjects such as
design, propagation, plant identifica-
tion and pruning, and will be avail-
able for consultation when cus-
tomers come to visit.

Duffy is a master gardener who
trained at Sutton Place, an
Elizabethan estate in Surrey,
England and has a Bachelor’s degree
in horticulture,

The nursery is a separate business
from Everlasting Summer’s dried
flower and herb farm. It is open from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days a week.

years. It employs 10 people.

The SISC is proud to present the 22nd Annual Around the Island Sailing

The Race

Starts at 10:00 a.m. in
Ganges Harbour

All boats sail under
PHRF handicap system

Course length is 43
miles finishing at SISC

Four divisions based
on rating

All-women crew and
wooden boat categories

Plagues for all finishers
plus valuable prizes

Lamb BBQ and Awards
Ceremony - 12:00 noon
May 19th at SISC

How to Enter

Register for the race at
SISC. Open until
8:00 p.m. May 17th

Entry forms at
Information Centre,
SISC Clubhouse or

phone Wendy Vine at

(604) 537-9265

Fee is $50.00 per
vessel and includes:

- free berth at SISC
- free chili dinner
for crews on Friday
- one lamb BBQ ticket.

Additional BBQ tickets
$10.00 each

Free post race berth at
SISC for all Swiftsure
race entrants.

How To See The Race

The map shows ideal
observation points. All
boats will fly colored
streamers from their
backstays. Full entry list
will be available at the

Race May 18th-19th. Open to all Sailboats over 20 feet.

ROUND

SALTSPRING 96

The late Marshall Sharp founded this race in 1974 and specified that his trophy
must be won by the leading Saltspring Island boat and displaved at the Saltspring
Island Sailing Club.

The race has now grown to be a popular west coast event, attracting all types of

sailors and boats from gaff-rigged classics to the winner of the great Transpac race

to Hawail. Last vear sixty boats entered the race.

Previous Round Saltspring winners have included every type of sailing design from
a full keel folk boat to Petrushka, a small Erikson 23, who won in 1995. The race
record is held by Lee Cochran'’s Impatience, a Mull 34 with a 1991 time of
10 hours, 1I minutes.

SALTSPRING ISLAND

Ganges Harbourside MUSGRAVE LANDING

before the start on race
day. Phone SISC at
537-5112 for the latest
race status or monitor
VHF on Channel 9
throughout the race.

Commadore - Jim Spencer

Race Committee - Roger Kibble, Kevin Vine, John Cameron, Steve Thomas

(SISC)

Some of the Early Entries

* denotes boats also entered for the
1996 SWIFTSURE race

Dorothy might well have sailed around
Saltspring 100 years ago. She is the
most celebrated and oldest sailing boat
in B.C. -a magnificent Gaff rigged ketch.
Thank you Joachim Boehle for entering
this wonderful vessel.

Yeoman-of-Cestria* Fhil Hume and
his seasoned crew drive this SUN 34
hard. Will this be his year? Watch out
for her big red, white and blue spin-
naker

Pipe Dream |s going really fast this
year. Skipper Steve Thomas knows the
local conditions and makes this O'Day
27 really fly in light airs. This race often
gets fluky winds so Steve's dream
might well come true.

Mink is a full keel 28 oot sioop that
the Meeks make go faster than most fin
keelers of the same size, Gayle Meek
and her able all-women crew could well
show the guys the way home.

Deryn-Mor is an impeccable white and
red Tanzer 7.5, masterfully sailed by
Kevin' Vine. He makes her go in any
condition and won the club’s total
points trophy in 1983. A race favourite.

Min is an ultrafast Martin 242, formerly
sailed by the ever victoficus Bas
Cobanli, now in the hands of Duart and
Jill Campbell. Min could well do it all on
Salturday.

Bectra* looks like she's doing 6 knots
even when docked. She's Roger
Kibble's narrow Danish Aphrodite 101
He won this race in 1993 with his old
boat. Can he do it again?

Something * is a lightning
quick J35 from Seattie. Welcome back
Glen & Terry McLees - you could be aur
first international winners.

Tigger J* is a CAC 38 skippered by Art
Jones from Pender Island. His magic
touch (she was the only boat to finish in
1992) is only exceeded by his good
humour and his huge black and yellow
chute,

Hard Drive* showed great speed last
year, She’s a C&C 38 and her skipper,
Roger Luxton, is from Maple Bay so he
knows the territory.

Brigantia* is Tony Brogan's fully
equipped Hunter 35. She's one serious
racer who's also entered in the
Swiftsure and Transpac.
make it the triple crown,

Gwahlr has a bright green hull, but a
not so green owner. Ex commodore
Dick Pattinson is the race’s senior skip-
per. After you Dick.

Fandango* is one fast boat. A Martin
32 owned by Phil Grange who often
shows his stern to Yeoman. She goes
really well in light winds. Watch for her
grey hull and big red spinnaker.

is a beautiful San Juan 30,
She has all the latest sails and her skip-
per, John Cameron, goes faster every
time he sails. Who can stop John?

Hey Tony -

Saltspring Island Sailing Club
152 Douglas Road, Saltspring Island, BC
VEK 212 Telephene: (604) 537-5112

*Grand Prize*

A Garmin GPS
receiver to be drawn
among all finishers.

donated by
Wood Gundy ar Park Place,

Registration - Wendy Vine
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FRONT PAGE SPECIALS IN EFFECT SALT SPRING STORE ONLY i j‘
PHICES WED. | THUR. FRI. SAT. SUN. | MON. TUE. !:-"'-:‘J:'

EFFECTIVE :

MAY (15 16|17 18 19 20 21|  Customer Service

| Havr A Haooy & SarE |
Vierom Doy Waw/o -

SUMMER HOURS IN EFFECT J., |
"g Monday - Saturday 8am - 9pm, ﬂf
2 Sunday 9am - 8pm |

Open to serve you throughout this Holiday Weekend

LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEKEND!

SALT SPRING FOOTBALL CLUB 22nd Annual Race

CHALLENGE ROUND

CUP SALTSPRING 96
SOCCER

.
. ]

WY /R

s Thi Kend Starts 10am,
@ ois W @ SATURDAY MAY 18 |
| off Grace Point bl
Concession on site provided by Bl
Salt Spring Lions Club Sponsored by

P SO0OOOOPRIOOORDNOIOEDINOSTOOBDTOEBRNROEDIDOLTOTBDODS

Saltspring Island Sailing Club

-proceeds support Isiand projects-

Salt Spring Firefighters Annual =

Muscular Dystrophy Drive |

- This Saturday, May 18 - .r ‘H

Check out the Barbecue Demo at Mouat’s i
where “Volunteer” Chefs will be serving... i
K ; I
~ BBQ KT oo includes | |
_Beef,on a Bun....f.-.;._...;,..-. > [ Eooree | W

. Proceeds to Muscular Dystrophy . ”J

g Salt Sprmg M.D. T-Shirts : Silent Auction ‘-;1
designed by Island artist, Peter Lynde  : for Demo Barbecue & o

B available from firefighters : Beef for the BBQ ‘--*|

Sponsored by Thrifty Foods & Mouats - All proceeds to Muscular Dystrophy




A16 a WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 1996

' &
Aty
'3%34&} U"""—h
L) \ iz |

1590 FAIRFIELD RD.
Victoria
7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

3996 QUADRA ST.
Victoria
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

777 ROYAL OAK DR.
Victoria
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

475 SIMCOE
Victoria
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

__GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD _

=

6661 SOOKE RD.
Sooke
8 a.m. to 9 p.m.

1860 ISLAND HWY.
Colwood
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

= : BECEL, SOFT TASTER'S CHOICE

| %;?ﬁzEdR SBBeE;} A By 1 19 Margarine 454g 168 Instant c0ffee 150¢g 65
or Pastrami 100¢ B CARNATION, REG. OR LIGHT 269 KELLOGG'S, ge
SCHNEIDER'’S, SLICED OR SHAVED Coffee Mate soo: Variety Pack -- 2
Regular or Smoked 159 DARE 179 KRAFT, EXCEPT BULL'S EYE 18

| Turkey Breast 100 Cr ackers 200225 wllw _ BBq_§auce 455l

SCHNEIDER'S SLICED (ESQUE ?;{;;.-. x -
Dry Bagged or Jumho 59 N7
Summer Sausage 100g -
SCHNEIDER'S FINEST, l
SLICED OR SHAVED ¢ ; R

oy BIaCk o] caTeLLl, SELECTED 189 THRIFTY, RED 27

: | Pasta Sauce oo Sockeye Salmon ..

100g | 8

o DOLE

STOKELY, SELECTED

Vegetables 341-398m| & Gt

Forest Ham
pF Entert(—wrin"a-
=% camping package & |
“Discover Vancouver ;
Island” with

J.M. Schneider’'s &
Thrifty Foods

=1 Pineapple Blends ..

1"

TR uﬁr‘me;-w;f':mﬂﬂ

.~ MADE FROM SCRATCH, PLAIN,
8-GRAIN OR CRACKED WHEAT

S Sourdough Bread “s:ts”

680g
} MADE IN-STORE, WHITE OR

100% WHOLE WHEAT M

Kaiser Buns .« o=

| Chocolate

Strawberry

88
1 Pie

19

I ®39
| Wagon Wheels 350400g2

STOKELY DARK RED

DAD'S

Cookies .05

Beans or
Bake Beans zosm
CARRIAGE TRADE FIG BARS OR

68’
Cream

239
Cookies 4 var., 700¢-900g

UNCLE BEN'S, INSTANT, BROWN OR

7€
Converted Rice 700500 2

499

Chlp 000|(Ies phg. of 12

| WHOLE WHEAT

Il REGULAR ONLY

%99

Kool Aid - 8g

KNUDSEN

Topped with
Island Farms

Blueberry
Muffins ;¢ «s

S PINEAPPLE

288 b,
& : Whipping

il snapple ... 89¢ ;

PTG l-!oa
ust
Cranberry

Danish
Butter Cake 480g

iy s

59 . i
R { oM ”
\ A, ke

Ol SALT SPRING ONLY 4 VARIETIES
I Trident

2/ 99¢

G“m 8 stick pke

OLD DUTCH

' ISLAND FARMS

Cottage Cheese 7so.

WHOLE

Natural

| Gummi
| Worms

FOLEY'S PURE

Chocolate
Chips

*Tacos
*Nachos
*Tostados

Nl

VELVET 299

}

*Corn Chips
*BBQ:Corn Chips
*Crunchies

Almonds lar

ice Cream. .
129
Waffles ;.

KNUDSEN

N
! 4 100g 38100g

3%
1 MRS .. v

Assorted

€a

McCAIN, FROZEN

THRIFTY, FROZEN
, 59
Fronch Fries .. 4.

Juice osc 5
100% natural pure cranberry juice. Very rich in vitamins.
No preservatives, artificial colours, or flavours.
LUNDBERG, BROWN
Bas {Ri
mati Rice... .

All natural rice matured in the field for best
flavour. Landberg “NUTRAFARMED." Grown with
concem and respect for the soil and the environment.
The best rice you will taste!
s 1 ¢

pt ltzers 354 ml
100% natural, nothing artificial. Fruit juice sweetened.
14 refreshing flavours. Try rthe new LIGHTS with 1/3
fewer calories.

Drink Crystals

99

7-200 g pouches
(14 litres)
PLUS a 2-litre pitcher

B “Refills available in our Bulk Food Department”

|

r---------_

Coupon expire

Flex Shampoo
., Of Condrtroner

thhou! 50
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fANTASTIC FOODS

Hot Cereal
Cups ... 119

fade from organic grains. All natural, low fat and a good,
ource of fibre. Convenient, just add hot water and stir.

'‘ALIFORNIAN SNOW

ity leBass.... J99

PAMPERS, BOYS/GIRLS STRETCH/STEP2/ULTRA

Jumbo Diapers .-

Coppertone
Sunscreen ::om

BAND AID

Bandages .-
BRITA, REGULAR ONLY

Water Filter
System

BRITA
Replacement
Filters 3pac«

14
599
299
16°
14°

reat treat, just freeze them at home and ULTRA BOUNCE 79
yoy...kids love them! Al natural, D Sh t
sthing artificial. ryer ee s 45-50's
EVEREADY
OB’'S RED MILL
0 79 Energizer ., .. 399
ﬂueshmg Batteries o o2 e
sty blend of all n?tural and nutritious B ROY}EL OAK 39
ains‘ seeds, and fruits to start your day off right! Delicious
t or cold. Mix with yoguﬂorothercgreglrs Uie in b.akmg i B"quettes 10Ib bag
ay 21, 1996 - A : r
HWJM!” 99 - L R e j
.u! ,_}" I ] 'y l‘ ‘_,"*'=|
WITH i1_,|,= :L- __'.__ LA LES | i'
COUPON.' R :
Y | _I-

r 2.29

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 1996 a Aﬂ

" 27220 MILL BAY RD. HARBOUR PARK MALL  280E.ISLANDHWY. , .
Mill Bay Nanaimo Parksville S
8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. ’o, & Q
98810 7TH ST. 6TH & ENGLAND AVE. MOUAT'S CENTRE e 4,
Sidney Courtenay Ganges Qlom’ .
8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. %%
GOODHOST, LIMIT 2 €999 |sicks, xcerT picnic 149 | A
= y Foods and
lced Tea 1kg 2 RO'IS"I 375ml Albion Fisheries
BICKS, EXCEPT GOLD BERNSTEIN 49 Victoria will donate to |
Di " 99 Salad Dressing .- the Goldstream Salmon |
' Enhancement Association
Pickles %T;L;;tS;LECTED 99¢ ONE DOLLAR for every farm
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Save the to
May 21,
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Let’s help
THRIFTY IN WATER 8 McCAINS 89¢ preserve the stock for future generations.
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s Bush
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CUT FROM CANADA A GRADE, BONELESS
Top
Round

3
THE ORIGINAL For e
Maul chmkfen E(j)r 3
Searoo
| - Sauce s Bacon soo: e
- Steak....




GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 1996 4 A19

QERMETS REGULAT!ONS ?ﬁX§§ NSPECTORS ® ENGENEERS e QUAL!~

e poie: g, . gy g B3 ™ . Y
2‘“%‘%%3%%’%' Flangt a | TCK
b B % 2 M2 § 7 3

according to the Municipal Act of B.C.
A Community Plan is..
“a general statement of the broad objectives
and policies of the local government...”
not a massive complex of conflicting and confusing
regulations and pseudo by-laws.This plan must be dumped,
and a new, appropnate plan written.

WEII ﬂns plan really proted
our envlmment alul our

INSISTING ON IMPOSING THIS NEW, | | HOME BUSINESSES, BURY THE VILLAGE

'FLAWED COMMUNITY PLAN BEFORE 'CENTRES WITH EXORBITANT COSTS AND
ELECTIONS? ARE THEY AFRAID OF 'ruem  REGULATIONS, AND FORCE YOUNG
~ OWNTIZENS? | | WORKING FAMILIES OFF THE ISLAND?

WHAT CAI\I YOU DO"

WRITE TO THE ISLANDS TRUST,
1206-115 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD,
SALT SPRING ISLAND, BC V8K 2T9,

DEMAND A SIMPLER PLAN AS THE MUNICIPAL ACT INSTRUCTS,
STATE YOUR CONCERNS ABOUT THE WAYS THE PLAN WILL DAMAGE
YOUR BUSINESS, YOUR LIFESTYLE, OR YOUR ENVIRONMENT.
POINT OUT THE PASSAGES THAT HURT!

ATTEND THE MEETINGS! TALK TO YOUR NEIGHBOURS!

This ad paid for by the Salt Spring Island Preservation Committee. Donations for $50 or under will be gratefully accepted in order to further the cause
of making the puﬁiic aware of the impact of this proposed Community Plan. Make cheques payable to the Salt Spring Island Preservation Committee
at Department |, c/o Gulf Islands Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, V8K 2V3. No anonymous donations please. Any anonymous
donations will be farwarded to lacal charities. Anv monies left over after the campaian will be donated to local charities.




A2 a WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 1996

N ) el L

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

oters who have traditionally looked to

an alternative to the New Democratic
Party are shaking their heads in amaze-
ment: how did it happen, they ask, refer-
ring, of course, to the astonishing revival of
that party’s flagging fortunes.

They need look no further than Glen
Clark, whose astute leadership has rescued
the party and brought it to the brink of re-
election. A lot can happen in two weeks
but recent polls would indicate that Clark
will continue as premier.

The remarkable story of the NDP come-
back is a story with a lesson for students of
politics. It all boils down to leadership.

People around the world are faced with
one overriding goal, and that is to get on
with their lives. The world becomes more
complex by the day as humanity continues
adding to its vast storehouse of knowledge.
Staying abreast of technology is a lifelong
challenge, especially for those who use

JAONY -
RICHARDS|'

computers in their work.

At the same time, there’s got to be more
to life than slogging away for wages from
9 to 5 or longer. Life’s too short to let it be
taken over by a never-ending race from one
payday to the next, with little in between.

For many British Columbians, then, the
challenge is to improve the quality of their
lives through more efficient use of their
time. And that doesn’t mean getting deeply
involved in politics or the political process.
It means delegating the responsibility to
someone else.

Glen Clark is a breath of fresh air if you
look away from some of the more distaste-

It’s all in the leadershlp Clark leads NDP comeback

ful NDP policies and ignore for the
moment some of the failings of the record
since 1991. What Clark has is leadership.

Compare him to Gordon Campbell, Jack
Weisgerber or Gordon Wilson and there’s
no contest. Look at Jean Chretien.
Remember Kim Campbell, Brian
Mulroney, John Turner and Joe Clark. The
country has been suffering from a dearth of
leadership qualities in its political leaders
for a very long time. (Note the prime min-
isterial list ends with the first one to follow
Pierre Trudeau.)

British Columbian voters want leader-
ship, and in Glen Clark they have found it.
They’re prepared to overlook the bingo and
B.C. Hydro scandals, the spiralling debt
and profligate spending. They simply want
to leave matters in the hands of someone
who can lead.

Another factor makes Clark’s campaign
easier. Voters today are less likely to

become firmly aligned with any one party,
unlike their grandparents, who often had
long-standing family ties to one of the par-
ties. People will switch at the drop of a tax
rate these days because party loyalty is a
thing of the past.

What Glen Clark would do with a four-
year mandate is a big question, especially
in light of his own record. He’s saying all
the right things but he is a politician after
all

And I don’t think we’ve quite reached
the point where we’re prepared to accord
our politicians the trust and respect we
reserve for columnists, reporters and other
worthies. Journalists, don’t forget, are a
notch or two higher on the scale of thosc
we trust least.

But for the duration of the election cam-
paign, at least, expect to see Clark hang on
to top spot as the province’s favoured polit-
ical leader.

Building permits hike dropped
from original increase, for now

The CRD giveth and the CRD
taketh away.

That is how it will feel to
builders if a permit fee bylaw
given third reading by the Capital
Regional District (CRD) board
last Wednesday receives final
adoption.

The bylaw outlines lower per-
mit fees than those which were
expected to take effect June 1 —
although the new fees are higher
than the present fees — but the
respite is only for six months.

The fees originally expected for
June 1 will arrive instead on

FOR THE
RECORD

* Where’s the un?

Those two little letters dropped
from a story on weather in the
May 8 Driftwood meant the low
temperatures reported by weather
observer Robert Aston were erro-
neously reported as “usually”
instead of “unusually.”

Aston reports the unusually
chilly weather has continued, with
a low of 2 degrees during the first
eight days of May.

*Five of 20 graduates of a regis-
tered care aide program offered on
Salt Spring earned the necessary

qualifications to prov;de a higher

level of care in the home.
Incomplete information appeared
in a photo caption last week.

* Dr. Ken Heaton did not
“close” his practice on Salt Spring
in preparation for a move fo Port
Alberni, as was stated in a story
last week, he sold it.

January 1, 1997.

For example, the permit fee for
a project worth more than $100
and less than $5,000 is now $30.

On June 1, that fee was to
increase to $40. But under the lat-
est bylaw, that fee will only
increase to $35 on June 1.

It will jump to $40 effective
January 1, 1997.

Advertising of the new bylaw,
due to be adopted on May 22 by
the CRD board, describes the first
phase as a “decrease” and the sec-
ond phase as an “increase.” The
bylaw affects Salt Spring, the
Outer Gulf Islands, Sooke and
Langford.

Salt Spring regional director
Dietrich Luth defended the gradu-
ated increase. “They’re just being
adjusted in accordance with the
balance which has to be main-
tained between user fees and
taxes.”

He said the original increase
proposed for June 1 was too diffi-
cult for people to accept and so
CRD directors agreed to a bylaw

" which would increase the building

permit fees in two phases.
Islanders will also be paying
more for liquid waste disposal
under a bylaw given first, second
and third reading at last
Wednesday’s board meeting. The

bylaw, intended to cover the dis-
charge of domestic septage,
sewage or waste water sludge, will
increase the fee to $5.50 per 100
imperial gallons from $4.50.

The increased fee takes effect
September 1 this year, 19 months
sooner than originally projected
by the regional district.

According to the schedule of fee
increases now in effect, the dis-
posal fee was not expected to
increase to $5.50 per 100 imperial
gallons until April 1, 1998.

“This is consistent with the
bylaw which the CRD has,” Luth
said, adding that fees are going up
due to increased provincial
requirements governing waste dis-

Luth also cited the failure of the
liquid waste treatment lagoons on
Salt Spring as a factor in the
increase. “We have all sorts of
problems which we don’t antici-
pate,” he said.

At the same meeting the CRD
board approved an agreement to
take over maintenance and opera-
tion of Drummond Park on Salt
Spring from the Fulford Hall
Community Association. The five
year agreement was recommended
to the CRD board for approval by
Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation
Commission.

Paramedics respond to 77 calls

Salt Spring ambulance crews
responded to 21 emergencies and
56 routine calls during the month
of April.

Included in the activity were
eight car accidents, six people suf-
fering shortness of breath, six with
chest pains, three with abdominal

pain, and one with a sports injury.

Paramedics also responded to
five strokes, three seizures, three
falls, two overdoses, one cardiac
arrest, one collapse and 2 assaults.

They made 14 transfers, 12
water taxi trips and five helicopter
evacuations.

DO
THEY STAND?

* Ross Imrie -
e Lynda Laushway - NDP
e Gary Lundy - PDA

Phone and write your candidates for M.L.A. in the coming
provincial election - get a commitment on their position on the
new Community Plan being inflicted on Salt Spring island.

Th|s ad pald for by the Salt Sprrng Island Preservanon Committee
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HAD A SHAHERING !
EXPERIENCE?

We can help! — Free estimates

DRIED FLOWER & HERBFARM
194 McLennen 653-9418 Daily 10-5

SELECTION

Brass, candles, glass, books,
cards, stationery, servieffes,
jewellery and more!

Decrows Treasures

Grace Point Square

537-1 110

Tide Tables

AT FULFORD HARBOUR
Pacific Standard Time — measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

MAY 0230 10.4 19 0020 83
15 0930 2.6 SU 0425 9.4
WE 1655 9.6 1145 1.6
2135 7.6 1955 10.7

16 0255 10.1 20 0120 8.3
TH 1005 2.1 MO 0455 9.0
1740 10.1 1220 1.9

2230 7.9 2035 10.7

17 0325 9.9 21 0220 8.2
FR 1035 1.7 TU 0530 8.7
1825 104 1300 2:3

2325 8.2 2115 10.7

18 0355 9.7 22 0325 7.9
SA 1110 1.6 WE 0605 8.2
1910 10.6 1340 2.8

2155 10.6

Your Fonest & Garden Centre

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR EQUIPMENT NEEDS
Honda * Husqvarna ¢ Stih

-» Lawn & Garden Tractors ¢ Lawnmowers « Tillers » Chainsaws ¢ Pumps
« Brushcutters e Trimmers * Generators  Chipper/Shredders

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT
122 Upper Ganges Rd. at Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:00 537 _4202

the head of Ganges Harbour Sat. 9:00 - 1:00

Volandens Wonking & Living Together
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Plan considers options in spreading out island housing

By GAIL SJUBERG
Driftwood Staff

Future residents of Salt Spring
may not be spread so far and
wide if some ideas in the draft
Official Community Plan (OCP)
are adopted.

Cluster development, density
transfers, creation of new vil-
lages to take the pressure off
Ganges — these are a few pro-
posals in the draft plan which
address how the island could
look in 20 years.

How to reduce the impacts of
a burgeoning population has
never been far from the Islands
Trust’s mind, and a look at cur-
rent zoning maps shows how
roads and houses could reach
Just about everywhere in the not-
too-distant future.

When seven OCP review top-
ics were put forth for public dis-
cussion in 1994, one of those
was “growth management and
settlement patterns.” People
interested in the subject joined a
focus group and looked at the
island’s potential population,
where it might live in future and
related issues.

Both the group’s report and
the OCP draft suggest ways
development could occur differ-
ently than if property owners
exercised current development
rights. A person owning a 40-
acre chunk of Rural-zoned prop-
erty would traditionally subdi-
vide that land into eight five-
acre lots. Nothing prevents cre-
ation of smaller lots as long as
the average lot size remains at
five acres and the minimum is
1.5 acres, but Trust planner

Linda Adams observed that most
) ,_anolher tool suggested to direct

people don’t do it that way.

Another plan change allows
for creation of new commercial
villages or “hamlets™ on Salt
Spring.

Although the 1974 plan did
suggest “clustering” was desir-
able for subdivision of Uplands
and Forest area lands, it promot-
ed “modest overall density” as
an “island development princi-
ple.”

The new plan states the oppo-
site in its “land use objectives”
section: “To redirect the island’s
future pattern of settlement from
one of ‘modest overall density’
to one which includes clusters
and corridors of development
interspersed with large areas of
open space and resource lands.”

One reason for doing that is to
increase the amount of land that
remains untouched by develop-
ment, preserving it as “open
space.”

Bob Jankura was a member of
the growth management focus
group. He observed that tradi-
tional “large-lot zoning has
proved relatively ineffective in
guaranteeing open spaces” in
other areas and islands.

And if land is subdivided in 10
or 20-acre parcels, it allows
future pressure for further subdi-
vision to take place, he noted.

Both Jankura and Trust plan-
ner Linda Adams said clustering
lowers a developer’s servicing
costs — roads, water and power
services cover less ground.
Adams added that lots in areas
with dedicated green space or
parkland nearby are generally
considered more valuable.

The “transfer of developmem
potential” (or density transfer) is

Bob .Ianura

where future residents could live
on Salt Spring. Transferring den-
sity could keep residential devel-
opment away from areas deemed
worthy of preserving to places
better able to support a larger
population.

The plan lists land use desig-
nations which may be considered
“development potential donor
sending areas” or “development
potential receiving areas.”

Receiving areas are Rural,
Rural Residential, Ganges,
Fulford and Channel Ridge vil-
lage “land use designations” set
forth in the draft plan (not pre-
sent land use “zones”.) Some
density increases in villages
would be accepted for the cre-
ation of affordable housing. The
plan sets out limits for units in
each village.

Sending areas are Watershed
and Islet Residential, Mid and
South-Island and Channel Ridge
Uplands, and farmland not in
Agriculture or Watershed-
Agriculture land use designa-

OCP ME ETl NGS: Different atmosphere

From Page A1

plan, spoke in favour of some-
how including enyironmental
safeguards in the plan.

Newman said she was “heart-
broken at how the plan has been
gutted,” with removal of
Development Permit Area 5 and
other provisions for protecting
soil, water and vegetation.

She said people have focussed
on private rights rather than the
community’s rights, and remind-
ed everyone that private land
ownership is not what we think it
is.

*1f you think you own your
own land, try not paying your
taxes,” she said.

Dexter stressed that the draft
plan was directed at managing
the future, not present land uses
and residents.

“To look at it as a restricting
or a negative attitude towards the
people who live here is not nec-
essarily well-founded.”

He also read parts of the envi-
ronmental focus group’s report
and concluded by saying, “I
hope we will look at our individ-
ual interests in a broader sense.”

Besides a call for environmen-
tal awareness, whether or not a
water shortage has been scientif-

ically proven-and is a valid rea-
son for limiting growth was
brought up several times.

Luth, Brandy Iverson, Roy
MacMillan, John Price and Drew
Clarke all commented on the
skeptical side of the water issue.

“Wouldn’t it be possible to
find out exactly what the situa-
tion is?” asked MacMillan.

Planner Linda Adams told him
the environment ministry had
done a water allocation study for
lake sources, and that in many
cases there is not a shortage of
water but a storage, treatment
and delivery problem, which is
expensive to resolve.

Sam Lightman told the meet-
ing it cost him $7,000 to restore
water supply after his well went
dry because of a competing use.

“] am absolutely in favour of
whatever regulations it takes to
ensure (water) flows to whoever
is using it now,” he said. “I think
we need to think very carefully
about the voices of freedom
when we’re talking about
water.”

Forest land owner Martin
Williams said the downzoning of
forest lands which affects him
had not been mentioned before,
He said while the new Forest

Land Reserve aims to maintain
and manage the forest land base,
proposed forest land policies
which restrict subdivision and
non-forestry-related residential
use of his property in the draft
plan were “totally biased and
unfair.”

Others called for the Trust to
work with them to develop
policies that help their indus-
tries — John Wilcox spoke on
behalf of farmers, and Jim
Loiselle appealed for real sup-
port of year-round island
tourism.

Clarke said his first reaction to
the draft plan was to burn every
copy and “dump the Trust.” He
said it now appeared the Trust
was willing to listen to people,
and urged others to get involved
in the process. He repeated a
theme heard at earlier meetings
— a desire for scaling down the
proposed plan.

“I"d like to see a much smaller
document that indicates the
Trust trusts us.”

In making his comment about
the meeting “restoring faith” in
islanders, Myers said he was
impressed by how many people
had obviously read the draft plan
and formed opinions on it.

m NRS SALT SPRING REALTY LTD.

—— 1 #101 149 F{I"!il‘lffllt.‘t‘-Rtll{I
Salt ‘\puul Island, B.
Phune: (604) 537-5515 Fax: (604) 537-97 ‘i"

Tues.

Are you ready for your

SEACAPERS WEEKEND"

» cold filtered - sediment free
= full of flavour

LOTS OF PARKING — EASY ACCESS
332 Lower Ganges Rd., (next to the Driftwood) 537-5170

- Sat. 10am - 6pm (earlier or later by appointment)

tions, if transferring density
from the land will protect a
viable farming operation.

Density transfers have been
used very little in B.C. or even
Canada, said Adams.

Gary Paget, executive director
of planning and corporate rela-
tions with the municipal affairs
ministry, explains it is an area
that is currently approached with
caution. There is no explicit leg-
islation to deal with density
transfers, and it is a complicated
issue.

“It’s very complex and really
requires a lot of technical capa-
bility, and some jurisdictions
don’t always have that,” he told
the Driftwood last week.

Paget also noted that using den-
sity transfer provisions could cre-
ate a precedent and lead to expec-
tations it should be done again for
a different proposal. Local gov-
ernments might find themselves
without “a way of saying no” to
further applicants, he said.

The City of Vancouver charter
is the only place which has a
“clear and explicit authority” for
transferring densities to preserve
heritage sites, and that was imple-
mented to save the old public
library building from demolition.

He said the municipal affairs
ministry should do more
research into this topic, because
it addresses an “important issue”
— balancing the rights of the
community and the rights of the
individual property owner.

“It’s really a way of having
our cake and eating it too,” he
said.

Transferring development
potential is also where the plan’s
designation of “environmentally

A FUN PLACE TO SHOP

FRIENDLY SERVICE
& KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF

Dedicated to serving farmers and
gardeners in the Gulf Islands since 1976

FOXGLOVE

FARM & GARDEN SUPPLY

Chris & Marilyn ~ Corner of Atkins & Lower GangesRd. 537-5531

Vobandens Wonking & Living Togetther

10

s \NISUPL

W‘rh our FREE Gulf Island Arhst Card

sensitive areas (ESAs),” which
has been a sticky point in the
OCP debate, could have an
impact. If the local Trust com-
mittee identifies these areas in
the community plan, when a
development proposal comes
before trustees they can suggest
an ESA be left undeveloped, and
the lost densities, if any, trans-
ferred to another property. This
means the landowner should not
suffer financially, but an ecolog-
ically-valuable part of the island
is protected in perpetuity.
Sometimes simply pointing out
that an ESA exists on a property
could change its owner’s plans
to build a house where it might
impact or destroy the ESA,
explained Adams at Thursday’s
public meeting in Ganges.

The ESA definition in the
draft plan has been criticized as
too broad, and trustees have
indicated it will be narrowed
down for the next draft. A map
identifying sensitive areas is also
being prepared by the provincial
environment ministry.

Current zoning allows for
about 18,000 people to live year-
round on Salt Spring — not
counting those who may reside
in seasonal cottages or sec-
ondary suites now or in the
future. The OCP draft does not
suggest changing the 18,000 fig-
ure through zoning, although
Adams has said there might be a
very slight increase caused by
affordable housing policies.

Jankura said having a maxi-
mum population figure in the
plan is important for land use
planning. “You can’t do plan-
ning if the targets keep chang-
mg.‘)’
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{behind Petro Can)

PARI(SIDE NEWS OPEN 7 doys ek




GULF S AanCs Tor s

Ok REVIEW

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 1996 a A21

Learned 2 lot
Well, the OCF puiic se=mmp =
Fulford has come o s Wi
did we learn from =7
= 'We leamed that : owe s s
mob if it doesn’t actes =3
- anyone. I personally leames st

-. ward that several people ==
5 would otherwise have spoken =
; support of the plan were intimida:-
th ed into silence by this not-mob.
5- * We learned that misleading,
n- sresponsible, destructive advertis-
mg heightens fear and devastates
we meaningful public discussion of
the serious issues. We lcarmed from the
zathor of those a2ds that even
ers :aoughi.h:-“:::u!i!lmo
L 1o many peges of =minoues # still
the | meeds one oovs — e = B ot
RC aws e Y-Camp (Tie sow glin
\bers Epo—ss © —mssamy S ==
qada- e isprecs e S

o o= T A B T

= TeEr T SOSEETIRG WET Jl=
nd per- > anf mamsss 5 e oTml =

s N - /WL SRETURC (B
| camp = = T _-_,_-axL r“_r_zﬁ
design W e mEcabde at the Tres
ng, the- = _
-ulpture, Therscday night we learmed Sam
member ame of our most eminent o=

re could l",ﬂ!.:l'hf;)‘a‘»e1,800;)(:0@1(3r.‘.i'z'ze-
Iis. I =240 it. We also leames S S
approved sa=dreds who took pa= = ==
510000f Bcus group process leatme wow

budget t0 writing of the OCF wems
fing lead- F:ivists and thercioe =
reamwork  “sentative of the ovemal e

individual e never did k== === ==l
. COStS. ave been a2 mon s il
: put process S e e e ms

followed.

| o We leazmed from some = o=
calmer and more rational voices
hat there are several m
es, ambiguities, and vaganies in
is draft. We also ¥=a===d tha:
st people dﬂn't '*“ ﬁe
1 gOf

= -
-ralrea;_. e ="
T T e S ———
Beations to = —am e e
@t more podic welsies
anned. Ncr-“-—-':_-h_—;:: = s
P leamned == : ==
jople still think e T & o
210 ram the thing Sropes =
it changes.

* We leamned a new saméens §
ace, courage, and comoomn
nder fire. The trustees = =
tanner never lost their cool, newes
Dt angry, no matter how meza=-
pirited and over-the-top the
acks became. (One pleasant
xample: “This plan could have
ome from the Third Reich.”)
People who think Salt Spring is
ch a warm and wonderful place
hould come to a public meeting
n a controversial subject some-

- ——

' ke Friends and neighbours,
indeed! With frlends like that,

a Next to G.V.M. (lower Ganges Road)
Wednesday & Saturday 8am - S5pm
FULFORD: At Fulford Marina
Saturday 9am - 1pm
PICK-UPS: Commercial / Moving?
Call us for convenient pick-up service
Ask about...You pay, we pay or call it square!

Laurie A. Hedger

6539279

OCP letters

Rewrite necessary

= m==mng afier meeting I've heast
== e Sat seguilation for regui=-
== s s = oo substiute for compe-
= ammme That s minor editing of
e OTF &= = smacceptable has

lifestyle rescums Ssouses s
growth manage—e=r o e ey
ulation of water e
m\"ﬁdd}]ﬁm\ﬁ
It’s obvious that peopic was e
OCP reduced to a much s ==
‘ase statement of genuine corrim
~=peations, The
% of the draft) should be elimmu
#=meee properly dealt with as zor—e
sm=sdments. But our trustees’
_-_In__nf a few decisions falis
- ssmmee all those who say the
= e s at the halfway point
o= m;mpe}mve and
ﬂﬂ
==

Democacy back

et = e St sick on Salt
- & —d

%5 e - Sl OCP meeting,
lmﬂm.ﬂ&m
S e mommedy ied if they
s Somer @ TSwemdes on the
e

& e a3 o fey &d not
S L P o et voie . So

oty > T (WD s =
T EErvTns e, woer of O
e = i
=t Tox v (BD zwp o dscon-
=== e present use of anonymous

(i =e

O =
Ii e ws = mw CEsseTge a0
T I ETRaERC SR I
= B vl o= s Seow mes
mmm:}r'\:
m
m‘mmrm
== I =x smE T T s
= =S == of sewwsoss oo
s 2 e o s S Tepm
== S Trey o says
T W OEEN | TSmO N Ty
= _ S S_ g = i S
= & & X _ w=% & g |

T = ey i ey
T S s e ) e
T FOmTe o e

T E = S -
0n 5 o= i et s G
them cormmg. T = i wee <o

£et gras roes ey Tk T
OUr VOICES = S meete. won 325
tions can be conmmes s e

This petition wif e Te=caed =

» appropriate branches of ¢ s

@me
I. STRAARUP,
Leisure Lane

Respect due

Orr mow-poincd Iskands Trust rep-
e = suSenne 3 great deal of
Fvse £ B funcs (or Togees) of an

IMETrICETer TIND Wi appear o
put sef-mes n.:xm:imda
ahead of f oo of Se oty 85
awhole.

Surely il = a2l Gx wemeed 2
community plan WO s Se=
are few positive controls ower B2
growth and actions of the popalam.

We have thoughtful, canne pessoes
as our Islands Trust represesssses
The Official Community Plan has bees
s=acuced with a great deal of thouss-
5 comsideration for the good of our
se=m==l island and those who live
Se=== The author(s) deserve to be
===C willh mspect.

W S Besn assured that the new
s Wil sex sffect what has gone

o Thar wich is in place will

remain unchanged Ouly fmwe growth
and actions will be comtrolled How
could objections rise fom other than
self-interest?

There may be pois m e OCP
mented — everyone has besn askad
for input, for several years. Agsessve
anger is passe; while a more polfee =d
genteel aftitude prevails on Sait Spres.
MARY DAVIDSON,

Fulford Harbour

TJoo late

Aa adequate community plan might
Sewe dliowed democracy to have better

.:x:.uuinkﬂlmnd.
am=mied 64 hours of municipal
comnci mnm_e the Terra
Novz fz==s=ds im Northwest
=i These were the last

birds on the Pacific flyway. These
farmlands had also long provided fresh
produce for people in Richmond. The
farmlands are now covered with
streets, houses and driveways.

The reason the hearings lasted so
long was that so many people wanted
1o speak against the rezoning proposal
allowing re-development. We saw
very concemed people speaking for the
first time in public with their knees
shaking and their voices trembling.

Ninety-five per cent of all of the
speakers spoke in favour of keeping the
frmiands, but by a vote of five to four
along panty lines, the proposal for
lm‘ ]ﬂﬂi

Az the next municipal election, the
people of Richmond expressed their
d:sp:zueby voting out the “develop-
er's” mayor and all but one of the
“developer’s”™ municipal councillors,
but of course this came much too late.
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Lots of people love island
tourism, or at least the dollars it puts
into the pockets of many islanders.

It can be argued that merrily-
spending tourists are what make it
possible for many artisans, retailers,
restaurateurs, accommodations
operators and others to live here.

But another segment of the popu-
lation is concerned about the impact
tourism could have in the future if it
is officially “encouraged.” The draft
Official Community Plan (OCP),
like the community, struggles with
what constitutes “encouragement”
or “discouragement.”

The plan recognizes the economic
benefits of tourism, but discourages
tourist attractions or services “not
needed or used by residents.”

Some clauses, such as one which
aims to discourage “highly-con-
sumptive” tourists, have received a
lot of “flack™ and will likely not
appear in the second draft. (Trust
planner Linda Adams says that term
was meant to describe people who
would consume a lot of the island’s
“natural resources,” although it
seemed to describe people with cars
who spent large amounts of money.)

Another idea to limit bathroom
facilities to one per three bed and
breakfast bedrooms will also be
reviewed by the Trust.

Gary Holman, who considered
tourism issues along with Jim
Loiselle and others on the jobs, busi-
ness and industry focus group for
the OCP review, says one school of
thought is that promotion is not nec-
essary, If the island is managed for
residents, “tourists will like that,” he
explained.

Salt Spring is experiencing the
same natural development of
tourism and services for retired peo-
ple as the entire southem B.C. coast,
he adds. “You don’t need to neces-
sarily do anything to promote that

Jobs focus group member John
Millerd spoke in favour of maintain-
ing or enhancing Ganges as a
vibrant community where people
live and work — rather than it
becoming a village of “t-shirt sellers
and ice cream scoopers.”

Millerd told the Driftwood ensur-
ing Ganges doesn’t become a place
dedicated solely to selling things to
tourists would preserve the health of
our tourist industry.

“ believe in tourism 100 per cent

Impact of tourism debated

but you have to be aware that people
are coming here because it’s a
vibrant community where people
are doing stuff,” he said.

If Ganges becomes “an empty
shell of a community” and only a
tourist town, he predicts visitors will
feel like “there is nothing here” and
stop coming.

The tourist town phenomenon is
specifically discouraged in the vil-
lage land use section of the plan
when it states: “to avoid land uses
that may displace traditional village
functions and are primarily designed

to encourage or be dependent upon
the expansion of visitor or off-island
markets, . . “ or where it limits zon-
ing amendments for expansion of
commercial space in villages unless
“there is clear evidence that the pro-
posed use is required by and can be
supported by on-island markets”
(Section B.5.1.2.4) and other condi-
tions are met.

Wendy Beatty pointed out at the
May 2 Fulford meeting that while
the OCP professes to encourage
low-impact tourism, guidelines in
DPA 3 for campgrounds are too

TOURISTS: Salt Spring’s draft Official Community Plan
(OCP) recognizes the economic benefits of tourism but
would rather see “a lower peak, sustained over a longer
period.” It's yet another area in the plan that will receive

further examination.

Draft supports tourism which reflects
island’s natural, uncrowded character

What’s in the draft Official
Community Plan on tourism?

Some stated objectives are:

* To avoid the construction of
tourist accommaodation or other
facilities that would increase the
height of the summer peak in
visitors to the community; to
support a lower peak, sustained
over a longer period.

* To prohibit permanent or off-
season residential use of tourist
accommodation facilities. The
intent is no different from the
current Commercial 4 zoning
bylaw governing these proper-
ties.

* To provide limited facilities
which will mitigate tourism
impacts, such as tour bus park-
ing areas outside of the Ganges
village core or sani-dump facili-
ties for boats.

* To guide the “form and char-
acter” of tourist accommodation
facilities to reflect and respect
the island’s natural and

uncrowded nature.

What is new in the policy
department?

* Detailed guidelines, set out
in Development Permit Area
(DPA) 3, for the form and char-
acter of new accommodation
uses. The draft plan has nine
pages of design guidelines, plus
one page for campgrounds.
Being in a DPA means the
guidelines would come into
effect with passage of the plan.

» Specific non-support for
“artificial” tourist attractions
such as water slides, casinos or
convention centres.

* Specific non-support for
time-shared ownership; the pos-
sibility of denying strata conver-
sion of existing resorts if the
level of impact would exceed
that of an owner-managed resort.

* Regulations may be devel-
oped in future to restrict the total
number of bed and breakfast
operations. A limit of one per

cent of the island’s population
up to 100 B & Bs is suggested.
The growth management and
settlement patterns focus group
suggested a three per cent or 200
maximum limit.

* New B & Bs would be limit-
ed to three bedrooms for accom-
modation purposes. The current
limit is three bedrooms unless
the lot size is two acres or larger,
where four bedrooms are
allowed.

* Allowing walk-in campsites
on land in Agricultural and
Watershed-Agricultural Land
Use Designations, subject to
Agricultural Land Commission
approval if lands are in the
Agricultural Land Reserve.

* Rezoning new lands for
tourist accommodation uses is
not supported.

All new policies would require
rewriting and passage of new
bylaws before coming into
effect.

Look for all kinds of
classes and tutors in the
Driftwood classifieds.

USTOM HOMES=

Additions = Renovations * Homes to Lock Up « Foundations
PROUD DESIGNERS & BUILDERS OF THE LION'S HART BRADLEY MEMORIAL BUILDINGS

BANTEL CONSTRUCTION
Peter 537-4810

restrictive to make a campground
feasible.

She also noted the plan states new
locations for recreational vehicles
would not be supported by the Trust
committee, although one policy in
another section supports sani-dump
facilities for RVs.

A proposed plan policy that
denies support for a convention
centre has also drawn attention.
At recent public meetings,
Jeremy Moray said he turned
down almost $400,000 US off-
season business when was
Chamber of Commerce manager
because the island did not have a
convention centre.

As Salty Springs Resort owner,
Jim Loiselle told the Driftwood he
has never felt supported by the Trust
in his business, and that adding sev-
eral pages of design guidelines in
Development Permit Area (DPA) 3
for any future buildings is further
discouragement.

“I feel the Trust should be sup-
porting my resort — it fits in with
the island,” he said. “We promote
the peace and quiet of the island.”

He said visitors come here
because “the people are friendly and
it’s quiet.” Many want to stay in “a
nice cabin in a rustic setting” like he
offers. If present resort owners can-
not afford to meet strict’ develop-
ment guidelines or run a viable busi-
ness, it paves the way for outside
investors to buy those properties, he
said. He hoped the Trust and resort
owners could work together to
come up with a better approach to
tourism policies.

“Let’s minimize the negative stuff
and work on the positive,” he said.

Salt Spring trustees Bob
Andrew and Grace Byrne indicat-
ed at Thursday’s public meeting
that the tourism section of the
draft plan will be reviewed and
they are looking for more input in
this area.

“Tourism is a very big concern
for Salt Spring,” said Byrne. “You
know it, we know it and we want to
hear from you.”

Gcorg E. Akerman
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Flawed

Unfortunately for our communi-
ty, both the content and the
process of the proposed Official
Community Plan are seriously
flawed.

To quote the Trust, “An OCP is
a planning document that sets
forth the community’s objec-
tives...” This first draft goes far
beyond setting forth objectives; it
includes a multitude of minutiae,
restrictions and regulations —
details that are more properly
included in bylaws. The plan
should be rewritten to state broad
goals and objectives, leaving
details of achieving those goals
and objectives to bylaws.

There are many proven advan-
tages to having regulatory detail in
bylaws:

* each bylaw (or set of bylaws
related to the same issue) goes to
public hearing, where concerned
community members can com-
ment on specific proposals.
Comments will be more focussed
and more easily taken into
account.

* bylaws are more easily amend-
ed to reflect views of the commu-
nity at a given time.

* the expense of administering
proposed bylaws (rules and regu-
lations) can be realistically fore-
cast; the ability and/or willingness
of taxpayers to bear that burden
can be assessed.

* the current OCP with its multi-
tude of proposed detailed restric-
tions will seriously impede the
discretion of future trustees.

The approval process delineated
does not allow sufficient time for
thoughtful input from a broader
community than the (less than)
one per cent that participated in
focus groups. This important doc-
-ument, which removes rights of
many landowners, should not be
-railroaded through for the sole
purpose of satisfying the personal
political agendas of our current
(near term-end) trustees.

A (seriously revised) second
draft must be subjected to infor-
mation and feedback meetings
before further revision and subse-
quent first reading, There is too
much anger, frustration and fear in
the community to do otherwise.
HELEN AND GORDON KEYS,
Wilkie Way

More time

If the Islands Trust and Linda
Adams took about two years to
compile the draft of the Official
Community Plan, the least they
could do is give us “peons” more
time to digest it.

I'm lucky if I could read it in
less than a month’s time. (I’'m a
very slow reader), much less com-
prehend and digest it in that time.
M. MIDDLEBERG, .
Salt Spring Island

Orwellian bylaws

Local government is to legislate
bedroom windows under the so-
called draft OCP (also known as
the Manifesto).

“Windows facing pedestrian
routes should provide visual
access,” Page 153, E1.5.58.
“Darken or curtained glass or win-
dows that are uninviting to pedes-
trian observation should not be
used on the ground floor adjacent
to the streetfront or other pedestri-
an routes.” Part of page 153,
E1.5.63 also states “Blank walls,
reflective or dark glass or cur-
tained windows should not be
placed adjacent to pedestrian
routes.”

These are just a couple of the
Orwellian bylaws proposed in the
now 296-page draft that is grow-
ing.

Only a handful of drafts has
been handed out to the public,
some with the request they be
handed back in three weeks. A
auote from Linda Adams in one

More OCP letters

public meeting, when asked re the
availability of the drafts and why
they were not sent out to residents,
was “not every household wants
one.” This is a true violation of
our rights.

Loud calls for a referendum
have so far been rejected as per a
quote from trustee Grace Byrne,
“That is not how community plans
are done.”

Does this mean the community
has no say in what is decided by
trustees, though they are in fact
paid by our taxes?

According to the planners, we
should allow them to run the plan
through as is, then make changes
later. Once a 296-page set of
Orwellian bylaws are passed, only
God himself could make the
changes we need.

As a resident of Salt Spring
Island and a taxpayer, I recom-
mend everyone come to the meet-
ings to protect our rights and keep
our freedoms intact. There is
already a demand in society for
less government not more. Help
save us all from the Islands Trust
and its Orwellian bylaws.

I. STRAARUP,
Salt Spring Island

More time

I am attempting to read and
understand the OCP not only as it
affects my property but to under-
stand its implications for the
future of the island.

I am somewhat dismayed at the
length of the document and its
complexity and detail. 1 fear I
shall not be able to complete a
reading and understanding by May
31, let alone be able to come up
with any reasoned feedback.

I was under the impression that
a community plan was intended to
be only a general statement of the
broad objectives of the communi-
ty. I feel this OCP goes way
beyond that. Is the deadline of
May 31 for feedback reasonable?
While I am impressed by the
amount of work and thought that
has gone into the document and it
certainly seems to have many
laudable aspects, I would urge that
further time be given for its study.

I note that the title page of the
document says “Getting the Island
We Want.” Are we anywhere near
a consensus on what we want?
Should we not proceed more cau-
tiously to make sure we know
what we want and to know what
we are getting?

JOSIE LAKE,
Rourke Road

In defence of OCP

It appears that Bob Hassell is
backtracking on his earlier bogus
claim that the draft OCP prohibits
home business and offices.

Now he is making the much less
dramatic claim that it only “appears
to prohibit business and profession-
al offices.” But Section B.2.5.13 is
obviously referring to stand-alone
commercial offices within the
Rural Designation Zone, not home-
based offices. Section B.3.2.2.1
confirms this by stating that home-
based businesses are “permitted in
a variety of designations where res-
idential use is permitted.”

Yes, there are restrictions on
home businesses, but only those
that most people would want if
they lived next door to one.

Hassell is correct that new
Development Permit Areas would
require more careful development
in environmentally sensitive and
shoreline areas, but they do not (in
fact legally cannot) change per-
mitted uses allowed by current
zoning. The OCP survey results
clearly demonstrate that the
majority of islanders support bet-
ter protection of these areas.
Rouehlv 90 per cent of the respon-

dents supported better environ-
mental protection for water
sources, forests and shoreline,
even if it means putting limits on
the use of private lands or con-
flicts with other goals such as
increased job opportunities. If the
OCP is more restrictive than other
areas in Canada, it is because we
live in a unique area and because
most islanders clearly want to
ensure that it stays that way.

This said, there are parts of the
plan which could be simplified
and clarified. For example,
Development Permit Area 5 could
be more narrowly defined so that
only very high priority and clearly
vulnerable resources are affected.

But of course, people like
Hassell and the “Salt Spring
Preservation Committee,” who are
making a mockery of our public
meetings, are not interested in
constructively critiquing a process
in which hundreds of islanders
have spent the past two years par-
ticipating. They protest the lack of
time to understand the plan,
(despite seven Trust-sponsored
meetings plus several sponsored
by other groups), knowing that to
delay the OCP is to effectively kill
it. They exclaim their love for our
island environment, but threaten to
clear-cut their properties unless
the OCP is purged of any hint of
restrictions on development. They
accuse our trustees of being unde-
mocratic, but rely on threats and
blatant misinformation to prevent
completion of the most extensive
public planning process ever
undertaken on Salt Spring. There
is one difference between Hassell
and the “Preservation
Committee.” He at least is willing
to publicly identify himself.
GARY HOLMAN,

Fulford Harbour

Revise process

On the initial “read” of the Salt
Spring Island Official Community
Plan “draft” document my imme-
diate reactions were:

1. the document is beautifully
crafted;

2. the objectives are well articu-
lated and positively stated; and

3. the policies for implementa-
tion are restrictive, controlling,
and beyond the mandate of the
Trust — in short, draconian.

In brief my major concerns at
this time are:

¢ the lack of consistency in
direction and tone of the objec-
tives with that of policy,

* the lack of a realistic frame-
work and time frame for review
and revision, and the lack of a
mechanism for island approval or
rejection of the “final” draft.

I suggest the Trust implement a
practical process to make changes
to the document. May I suggest
the following:

1. initial review and revision
with a rewrite to be completed by
August 1. I should like to see:

* evidence of “cut and throw” as
well as “cut and paste”;

* a map of Salt Spring Island
with clearly identified locations.
This would assist in interpretation
of the maps contained in the first
draft;

* a copy of survey results
included so that consistency
between the survey and the
revised document can be ascer-
tained;

* a list of chairpeople, with tele-
phone numbers, of the focus
groups,

2. review and revision of the
much shortened second draft, with
the rewrite to be completed by the
end of September;

3. a referendum be held re the
acceptability of the third/final
draft in November at the time of
the elections.

If indeed Bob Andrew Grace

Byrne and Linda Adams are truly
interested in the viability and even
the survival of the Trust they will
do all they can to facilitate a prop-
er review and revision process.
Indeed we all may have to make
concessions — but, at least, let us
reach that point by the Trust
demonstrating an openness to
island concerns and a willingness
to make modifications — even
major ones — to the document.
RITA CUMMING,

Fulford Harbour

Not enough time

As an off-island property
owner, | am more than just a little
concerned about the first draft of
the Salt Spring OCP. I am con-
cerned that the time frame pro-
posed by the Islands Trust repre-
sentatives does not allow the com-
munity adequate time to ingest
this document and provide sub-
stantial comment on its contents.
In this concern I am in agreement
with the comments made by Ian
Clement in the Driftwood April
24. He stated that a portion of the
problems with the current OCP
evolves when the intelligent rec-
ommendations of the focus groups
are woven into a multi-layered
plan. In a sense, standing alone,
the focus groups’ recommenda-
tions are conscientious and
thoughtful. However, when com-
bined they result in unrealistic
restrictions and contradictory reg-
ulatory guidelines.

Clement suggests that the focus
groups reconvene to assess their
recommendations in light of the
current draft and make further rec-
ommendations for the next draft.
To accomplish this neccessary
evaluation [ feel the proposed time
frame is truly unrealistic.

Finally, I am concerned that the
OCP does not reflect accurately
the recommendations of the focus
groups. This is evident in
Clement’s comment regarding his
participation on the Agricultural
Focus Group: “I can say with con-
fidence that none of the members
of our group had any idea that our
efforts would appear in the form
and context which they have.” It is
this statement which reflects a
need for more public participation,
not hasty decisiveness.

This document can provide two
essential elements for a communi-
ty, protection of its uniqueness,
and general direction in its devel-
opment, I feel that the current
draft of the OCP is too overly spe-
cific to protect the uniqueness of
Salt Spring, and too restrictive to
provide adequate direction for
development. For this reason I am
publicly requesting the trustees re-
evaluate their time frame and give
the community a chance to com-
ment on a document that seems to
affect every aspect of life.
JACQUIE BYRON,

Victoria

Beautiful island

Once upon a time there was a
beautiful island set in the sparkling
waters of the Gulf of Georgia off
the west coast of Canada. They
were farmers and artists and pot-
ters and weavers. They all lived
together taking care to protect their
island from the ravages of modem
society. They managed to farm
without damaging the streams that
ran through their farms.

They developed a town, which
became the centre of commerce
on the island, by preserving many
of the old buildings and building
new ones in a style to blend in
with the old. They managed to
choose the colour of their roofs
and the type of windows that they
wanted.

A= alwave there weare nne ar

two people who tried to avoid the
rules and regulations that were
there to guide the rulers in their
deliberations, but most people
loved their island and had no
interest in spoiling it in any way.

As time went by, more and
more people came to live on the
island, and so it was that one day a
new group of rulers was put in
place called the Islands Trust — a
funny name, for it became clear
that they trusted no one.

They had a lot of power over
the island, and they soon decided
that what was needed was a mas-
ter plan, this was to be called the
Official Community Plan. The
rulers summoned people from all
walks of life from all corners of
the island who were asked to give
their ideas for this plan.

Eventually the day came for the
publication of this plan. It was
huge: 300 pages!

The people would need many
months to digest such a plan, espe-
cially as it was to be the Magna
Carta of the island for many years
to come.

But they would not get a lot of
time. There was an election due in
the winter and the rulers were
determined that this plan become
law before the election.

There was uproar on the island.
Meetings were packed with people
asking for explanations which
were bravely given by the Court
Planner, for the rulers kept very
quiet at those meetings that they
attended.

It is true that some of the ideas
from the people had been included
in this plan, but there were also
many rules and regulations which
had not been seen before. All the
people wanted was a good set of
guidelines and objectives to make
sure that the future rulers would
leave them to run their own lives,
but protect them from any outside
exploitation which could ruin their
island way of life.

Despite all the concerns of the
people, when winter came the rulers
announced that the Official
Community Plan would become law.

Soon the people were told the
type of windows that they could or
could not put in a building; they
were told the colour that the roof
had to be; waterfront property
owners were crammed into the top
of their lots, but they couldn’t
build as that was where their sep-
tic fields had to be; due to the set-
backs along the streams, metered
water had to be carried by farmers
from their own wells to their ani-
mals elsewhere on the farm; pot-
ters and weavers had to close their
businesses because they were told
that they were causing more pollu-
tion than their own families were
causing; fewer and fewer visitors
came to stay in the bed and break-
fasts due to the uncomfortable
morning line-ups for the only
bathroom; many people sat in their
500-square-foot cottages looking
out at their bare lot where they had
hoped to build their dream house.

Soon the beautiful green fields
of the farms were covered in six-
foot-high broom, the lakes became
choked with weed and the fish
died. The unattended sewage
plant, which had been so effective
the year before the great plan as to
allow the first major herring
spawning in 50 years, now spilled
its untreated contents into the har-
bour with disastrous results.

In time the only visitors to the
island were people who kayaked
across from another much larger
island, and, having paid the anti-
tourism police for a day visitors’
pass, they hiked across the island
to see the only modern ghost town
in that area.

The motto of this story is “Trust
and you shall be trusted.”
JEREMY MORAY,

Sunset Drive
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In it together

Until now, our level of partici-
pation in the community plan
process was very limited. We
completed an island-wide survey
and we attended a seminar on
“sustainability.” We didn’t partic-
ipate in any of the focus groups.
We thought that they would just
sit around and talk. Any recom-
mendations they made would be
ignored. Our guess was that the
developers and deforesters would
carry the day and the plan would
propose to “take paradise and put
up a parking lot.”

To confirm our worst fears, we
picked up a copy of the plan as
soon as it was printed. We were in
for a very big and pleasant sur-
prise. The basic objective of the
draft plan is that we take what is
left of paradise and try our very
best to make it last.

‘We changed our tune complete-
ly! There is hope, we concluded,
and we started to attend meetings
about the plan. The first thing we
learned was that the Trust plan-
ners had in large part based the
plan on the focus group recom-
mendations. Hundreds of dedicat-
ed islanders, from all walks of
life, had come together to serve
on these groups.

Unfortunately, the trustees and
their staff made a mistake.
Because the plan is based to a
very large degree on the focus
group reports, they assumed that
the plan represented “island think-
ing.” This was unwarranted. The
only people who had done any
sustained thinking about the
issues were the focus group mem-
bers.

Meanwhile, other islanders
were going about their day-to-day
business, getting the kids off to
school, doing their daily work,
and perhaps worrying about how
to pay the mortgage or meet next
month’s rent.

People are jumping up and
down, ranting and raving about
their presumed lost rights. More
often than not, these are rights
they do not have under the current
plan or wouldn’t lose under the
new one. Further, they seem to be
giving no thought whatever to our
combined responsibility to pre-
serve and protect the island.

The issue of commercial use of
well water was raised at a meeting
the other night. Several people
reacted negatively to future limi-
tation of intense commercial use
of well water. The possibility that
such use could diminish the sup-
ply of potable water available to
neighbours passed right over the
heads of a particularly angry cou-
ple seated near us.

Sadly, this couple rejected most
everything in the plan, including
its objectives. Their marked-up
copy of the plan cried out with
constant complaint. They even
rejected the motherhood assump-
tion underlying Objective B.1.2.5.
Under the heading of “Our
Natural Environment,” the plan
proposes that special protection
be given to the shoreline. The
plan assumes this should be done
because the shoreline is “a place
of critical importance for any
island.” The couple had taken a
blunt pencil and had firmly
crossed these words out.

It would be easy to say to such
people: if you don’t believe in
protecting the shoreline, why
don’t you go to the interior where
there isn’t a shoreline. But that
would be very wrong.

Our island is a microcosm of
the earth. Our shoreline is every-
one's shoreline. Few would seri-
ously argue that the Russians had
a right to dump their nuclear waste
into the Arctic Ocean, just because
it was “their shoreline.” We are all
in this together and we should get
it right — before it’s too late.
HELEN HINCHLIFF,

DONALD SIMMONS,
Fulford Harbour

More OCP letters

Teeth pulled

It must be that more of that
famous Salt Spring Island laissez-
faire has rubbed off on me than I
had thought.

By the time I had walked half a
mile to the Fulford Community
Hall from my parking spot, I was
shocked to realize that I seemed
to be the only one who was late
for the OCP meeting and that the
whole island appeared to be there.
It was a state in which I remained
for the next three hours and even
now I feel compelled to write a
letter to anyone who may care to
read it. Allow me to explain why.

I too had read the results of that
poll that one foolhardy soul had
dared wave in front of the micro-
phone on Thursday night that
clearly indicated that above all
else the good people of Salt
Spring held drinkable water,
green forests and clean air to be of
the utmost import. It wasn’t so
long ago that I emigrated from
Europe that I've forgotten how
rare those things have become
elsewhere. (Is that smog I see
over Vancouver these days from
Fulford-Ganges Road?)

Therefore, it came as a surprise
to realize that the Trust, whose
mandate is to preserve and protect
the Gulf Islands, was such a
despised body of wrong-doers
that they merited an impromptu
vote of non-confidence by the
assembled concerned citizens of
the south end.

I must confess to some confu-
sion in my mind. Those con-
cerned citizens on Thursday night
who wanted the OCP to be vague
rather than dealing with the par-
ticular are basically asking for the
teeth of the only guard dog that
the Salt Spring community will
have in the years to come to be
pulled.

They are only partly right in
claiming that it interferes with the
rights of the individual. It only
interferes with the activities of
those individuals whose activities
are at variance with the needs of
the community.

Now I guess that I have to
come out of the closet and say
that 1 support a new and more
restrictive OCP. As a more recent
arrival on Salt Spring 1 don’t feel
that I’'m in a position to “pull up
the drawbridge” as someone sug-
gested, but as more and more peo-
ple settle on the island I’d like to
see the terms for living and work-
ing here alongside them more
clearly defined. If that means I
can’t clear-cut my property to
protect my neighbour’s water sup-
ply then so be it. As they like to
say in the gym, no pain, no gain.

That doesn’t mean to say the
first draft is flawless, it clearly is
not. But I will not be laughing as
so many were last Thursday when
I write my hopefully constructive
criticisms to the Trust. I will be
thinking of the opportunity that
the community of Salt Spring
seems to be throwing away in
having its say in preserving and
protecting this amazing place for
not just ourselves but our children
also — members of the communi-
ty who were obviously not upper-
most on the minds of the majority
of those who rushed for the
microphone on May 2.

DONALD GUNN,
Salt Spring Island

OCP gift

The first draft of the Official
Community Plan is jolting some
of our community into bursts of
passion and involvement,

The usual complacency has
been transformed into anger, fear
and uncertainty. A lot of people
are fed up with rules, they want to
be heard, to have a voice and to
do as they please on their own

land, even though sometimes the
results of their actions impact
negatively upon the earth and
upon their neighbours.

We have a burgeoning commu-
nity of people who want fo have a
voice and we have a dwindling
community of fish and birds, of
trees and plants, of dragonflies and
butterflies that have no voice at all.

In order to live in harmony with
nature and with each other we need
to be aware of our actions upon the
earth and upon each other.

Until we take more responsibil-
ity for the results of our actions,
rules and regulations seem to be
the only way of curbing the grad-
ual degradation of our streams
and drinking water, our clam beds
and estuaries, our forests and
wildflowers. The essential rural-
ness of this island that we all love
must be preserved.

A lot of people are saying, “We
don’t need rules, we need com-
mon sense.” But is it common

- sense to pollute our drinking

water with toxic chemicals and
sewage? Is it common sense to
cut down so much vegetation that
our soil erodes and our birds and
animals lose valuable habitat?
With a strong OCP and a com-
munity that is committed to pre-
serving and protecting our natural
environment, we will be provid-
ing our future generations with a
gift no amount of money can ever
ocure.
NINA RAGINSKY,
Walter Bay

Momentum

The events during two draft
OCP meetings sponsored by the
Islands Trust drew some fairly
clear battle lines, The crowds self-
selected their camps:

* Those who want no Islands
Trust committee telling them
what they can or cannot do with
their land. However, it’s the law;
we will have the Islands Trust and
an OCP.

* Those who do not want the
two present trustees in office,
based on a perceived or real
grievance against them in the
past. However, there is an election
in November; do something about
it then.

* Those who are in favour of
the Trust, the trustees and an OCP
but are concerned about one or
more issues that will affect them
or their children which are either
in the proposed OCP or have been
omitted from it. Now is the time
for this vast majority of residents
to act in a rational, calm,
informed manner. We do have the
power to get the community we
want, but we need to:

* Read the OCP;

« Attend the last scheduled
meeting of the first draft OCP
tonight (Wednesday);

* Ask questions so you under-
stand it;

* Make written constructive
comments to the Trust relating to
specific sections of the plan by
the end of May.

Personal attacks on the trustees
and the planner are not justified or
effective in resolving conflicting
views. These attacks come from
anger. Anger comes from fear.
Fear of financial uncertainty in the
future appears to have unleashed
much anger that needs to be
expressed in acceptable ways if
our island community is not to be
torn apart. The anger expressed at
these meetings has been a positive
cloud that has blown away the
apathy on our island.

Let’s keep up this momentum;
we do have the power to get the
island community we want. This
is the season of new growth, new
beginnings, and hopefully new
understandings among people
who really care for each other and

the quality of life in our island
community.

MARILYN THADEN DEXTER,
President,

Island Watch Society

Election now

In keeping with our long-stand-
ing tradition of parliamentary
democracy in this country, I
would like the recent furor over
the proposed new OCP to be seen
clearly for what it actually is: a
massive and unmistakable vote of
non-confidence by the people of
this island.

There can no longer be the
slightest doubt that the two
trustees and their team of highly-
paid planners have blundered
monumentally this time. They
have overstepped their mandate
by many miles, and boldly intrud-
ed where no sane politicians have
ever gone before.

From wealthy landowners to
penniless tenants, no one I have
spoken to yet like this plan. Even
when it’s not their ox that’s being
gored, I find that most people
have a pretty finely-tuned sense of
what is fair and what is not, and
can recognize too much govern-
ment when they see it.

Accordingly, I call upon other
islanders to join me in demanding
an immediate election of the
Islands Trust, without any further
debate or revision of this appalling
plan. After all, they wrote it, or are
at least responsible for its contents

. now let them defend it in its
entirety, right down to the limited
house sizes, tree removal clauses,
and the proposed ban on blue
roofs! Despite some furious
backpedalling at recent public
meetings, that was part of the
package that they hoped we would
swallow, wasn’t it?

By simply allowing them to
remove or revise a few of the more
odious (or ridiculous) sections of
this incredible document, we are
still liable to end up with a com-
munity plan that, by its very length
and vague wording, will spawn lit-
erally scores of new bylaws, and
probably hundreds of court cases
as well. Let us go to the polls and
let our wishes be known in a fair
and democratic manner.

JIM RUSSELL,
Sun Eagle Drive

Too far

I do not like my neighbour’s
pink beater.

I don’t like looking at it and I
don’t like him parking it where I
can see it from my living room. I
have a vision of a better life —
one where that car is gone. If you
ask me in a survey or in a focus
group, I will tell you about that
car and how much I hate it.

But if you go away and write a
clause in the Salt Spring community
plan which forces my neighbour to
build a garage or sell his car or paint
it or put a tarp over it, I will fight you
tooth-and-nail. My vision of how I
like things is not grounds enough to
interfere to that extent with my
neighbour. Even if my vision of a
world without pink beaters is shared
by most of the people on my street,
or even by most of the people on
Salt Spring, I would not support a
community plan that interfered to
that extent with my neighbour.

Why? Because such a plan
would interfere with everyone’s
life, including mine, in a thousand
ways.

What makes Salt Spring unique
is the people. Us. The adventure-
some, free-thinking rebellious
artists, thé absurd counter-culture
recluse, the hard-nosed indepen-
dent west coast individualist, all
of us in our idiosyncratic or con-
forming ways.

We are now faced with a draft
Official Community Plan (OCP)

which threatens to elevate all of
the concerns and visions we
expressed in surveys and focus
groups and meetings to the status
of laws and regulations. The trou-
ble with the OCP draft is that it
goes much too far in stipulating
what Salt Spring should be.
Everyone should look at this
plan, not to see which of the thou-
sands of details should be modi-
fied, but to see just how invasive
and stifling this plan is. Then, if
you love your freedom and if you
love Salt Spring, take pen in hand
and write the Islands Trust and
ask them to change this plan by
removing all but the most essen-
tial restrictions and regulations
and leave the rest to us.
GREG DURWARD,
Cross Road

For people

At the May 2 community meet-
ing in Fulford certain justifica-
tions and excuses were presented
as an “explanation” for the new
community plan.

The authors claim that they
were not responsible, just incor-
porating already existing legisla-
tion.

In other words, the new plan is
simply a rewrite of all the previ-
ous mistakes with a few new ones
thrown in. This is not what a new
plan should be.

Telephone your local Trust
office and obtain the name, phone
number, address and fax number
of all departments and officials
that this local office claim are
tying their hands.

It’s time to remind all these peo-
ple that democracy is by the peo-
ple, for the people, not just for the
people, whether you like it or not.
JIM MAY,

Ganges

Assured

At a recent public meeting,
Linda Adams addressed a large
group of anxious islanders. In her
opening preamble she light-heart-
edly joked about dispelling some
misunderstandings that are going
around our community and she
“assured the gathering that OCP
does not change existing bylaws.”

However, the Trust placed a
two-page summary of the plan in
the May 1 Driftwood, in which
the following is stated:

“Once a new plan is adopted,
some communities initiate a com-
plete review of their zoning or
subdivision bylaws, and amend
them to match the new plan.
Others work in stages, and make
sections of their bylaws match the
new plan, bit by bit. Still other.
choose not to initiate any changes,
but ensure that rezoning applica-
tions will conform with the com-
munity’s new directions. A deci-
sion has not yet been made as to
which of the above approaches
our community will take.
Whichever approach is taken each
change involves public discussion
and formal public hearings.”

While Linda assures us that
OCP doesn’t change existing
bylaws, the wheels are in motion,
the process is moving and pro-
ceeding with intent and a fixed
time line. When the new plan is
adopted, we have only the above
three choices: first, we can initi-
ate a complete review of zoning
or subdivision bylaws and amend
them to match the new plan; sec-
ond, we can work in stages and
make sections of bylaws match
the new plan bit by bit; third, we
can be assured that rezoning
applications will conform with
the community’s new directions.

How can the community plan-
ner say in all honesty, “Be assured
that the OCP doesn’t change
existing bylaws” when it is clear,
or frequently not so clear, that the
intent of the new plan is in fact to
do just the opposite.

MARIE TEITGE,
Fulford Harbour
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INSPIRATION: Tuned Air conductor Bruce Ruddell

found inspiration in the local Earth Day interfaith

By SANDRA McKENZIE
Driftwood Contributor

hen the World AIDS
Conference opens in
Vancouver, the inau-
vent at the Orpheum
on July 6 will be a cele-
the diversity, and uni-
versality, of life. Marking the
event will be the world premiere
of composer Bruce Ruddell’s
most ambitious work to date.
Earthprayers is a composition in
seven movements for two soloists,
200-voice choir and a 63-piece or-
chestra, that tackles nothing less
than humanity’s spiritual progres-
sion from Daoism to Stephen
Hawkings.

“It’s like an oratorio,” Ruddell
explains, “except that an oratorio
has a Christian theme, and this
isn’t a Christian composition.” As
for the text, the composer ob-
serves, he hasn’t so much written
a libretto, as distilled, edited and
shifted wisdom and insights culled
from the ancient works of the
world’s major faiths.

“I’'m really curious about the
journey into a spiritual under-
standing of existence,” he says.
“This piece, above anything else,
is a celebration of the life
process.” Inspiration came out of
his participation, with Tuned Air,
in an interfaith service on Salt
Spring. “The texts that were read
all seemed to interlock,” he ex-
plains. “It seems as though the
messages that humans have been
leaving each other from the time
they could first leave messages
have been the same.”

As profound as the underlying
theme of Earthprayers is, the mu-
sic promises to be anything but
sombre. For one thing, each of the

Fri.-Sat. 5-11; Sun. 5-9

$5.25

Closed Mondays
Ganges 537-2535

seven movements opens with the
blowing of a conch — not part of
the standard orchestral repertoire,
Ruddell points out. “Apparently,”
he says with a grin, “this is the
first serious, new music score that
calls for.a conch.” Filling that par-
ticular void at the Orpheum pre-
miere will be Ruddell’s Tuned Air
accompanist, Chris Kodaly.

With a resume that includes
over 200 pieces written for the-
atre, television, film, radio and
concert stage, Ruddell is thor-
oughly attuned to his audiences.
His strength as a composer lies in
an ability to challenge, without in-
timidating, keeping the music ac-
cessible, but
not simplistic.
In the case of
Earthprayers,
for example,
the featured
soloists  are
renowned mez-
Zo  soprano
Judith Forst
and Tony
award-winning (for Kiss of the
Spider Woman) actor Brent
Carver — a high-profile fusion of
opera and Broadway.

“It’s important that this piece
cross over those two worlds —
opera and musical theatre,”
Ruddell explains. “It’s not solely
about the music; it’s important
that the text be heard, as well.
(Judith Forst) can blast your hair
off to the back of the hall, and do

—

IN
CONCERT

Rita
MacHed

The Cowichan Theatre

Saturday, May 18
I 8 PM
Tickets: $30.00
Ph.: (604) 748-7529
2687 James St., Duncan

His strength as a com-
poser lies in an ability
to challenge, without
intimidating, keeping
the music accessible,
but not simplistic.

service for E

it without a mike. Brent Carver
can’t do that, but you’ll under-
stand every word he sings.”

While the AIDS conference is
a fitting venue for this ambitious
project, Earthprayers was not
specifically composed for that
event. It was, Ruddell says, a pri-
vate commission, “a very unusual
circumstance, and from a very un-
usual man — a true philan-
thropist.”

When the piece was completed,
Judith Forst was one of the first
performers to read, and approve,
the score. As a cultural organizer
for the World AIDS Conference,
she proposed the piece to the Dr.
Peter
Foundation,
which had of-
fered to sponsor
the opening cul-
tural event for
the conference.
“They decided
they wanted that
piece to repre-
sent them,”
Ruddell says, “and they were will-
ing to mount it the way it needs to
be done — with full orchestral
support.”

The foundation was attracted to
Earthprayers” message of hope,
optimism and faith in the cyclical
nature of life. “It came out in the
discussions (with foundation orga-
nizers) that there had been a lot of
requiems written for persons with
AIDS, but many of the people

arthprayers, a composi
miere at Vancouver’s Orpheum Theatre on July 6.

tion that will pre-

Photos by Tony Richards

who are HIV-positive see their
condition as a metaphor — their
lives change in a profound way
that only a knowledge of immi-
nent death can bring about.”

While Ruddell’s spiritual under-
pinnings are vast, he can, at least,
point to the materials that have
pointed his way. Musically, the
journey is not as clearly defined
— among his primary influences
he counts Mahler, Bach and John
Adams, composer of Nixon in
China.

“I spent a huge part of my life
in the theatre,” he says, “so I real-
ly developed my theatricality first.
It’s only been in the past 10 years
or so that I’ve moved into' the
classical world, where I've fo-
cused on choral music, because
theatre is choral. There aren’t any
real, direct influences; I listen to
every aspect of music.”

Salt Spring Island seems an in-
surmountable distance from the
concert halls and recording stu-
dios where reputations and careers
are made. But Ruddell has few re-
grets about his and his wife
Barbara’s decision, made 14 years
ago, to relinquish the fast track to
fame. “It’s not easy to be a com-
poser and live on Salt Spring,” he
concedes. “But for us it was the
ideal compromise. Family is pri-
mary, and I've seen all my chil-
dren grow up, and have been with
them virtually every day. And
without Salt Spring, 1 would never
have written Earthprayers.”
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PARTY ON: Ann Cullingham’s portrayal of a lonely birthday
inspired an audience chorus of “Happy Birthday” at the Virgin
Fools performance in Mahon Hall Sunday. The show garnered
a sustained standing ovation.

Photo by Valone Lennox

This week at the Cinema

STARTS MAY 17
Movies run May 17 to 21

HOMEWARD BOUND II: Described as a “family winner”
and “totally irresistible,” this Disney flick follows the story
of two dogs and a cat who get lost in San Francisco.
Filmed in Vancouver, it is pegged as “one of those rare
sequels that is better than the original.” General. Fri,,
Mon., 7 p.m., Sat., Sun., and Tues., at 4 p.m.

THE BIRD CAGE: Starring Robin Williams, Nathan Lane,
Gene Hackman and Diane West. This comedy remake of the
slick French farce Les Cage Aux Folles is about a gay couple,
Armand and Albert, whose world turns over when Armand's
straight son, Val, wants to marry the daughter of an arch-
conservative U.S. senator and his wife, who are headed to
Florida to meet what they think are Val's diplomat father
and stay-at-home mother. Mature with very coarse lan-
guage. Fri., Mon., 9 p.m., Sat,, Sun., Mon., at 7 p.m.

Island Video Hits

1. How to Make an 6. Carrington ....ceeessemanns(®)
American Quilt .....cccenreennn(1) 7. Dead Presidents ..............(-)
g‘ ﬁ?::::'?:o(g 8. Tom and Huck ...........c.....(9)
4. To Die For .. (6} 9. White Man’s Burden .......(5)
5. Brldges of Mad|50n 10. Latcho Drom ...............(10)
County .. o)

On Tap at the Pubs

Moby's Pub: ........Birthday bash with Clyde Roulette, Fri., Sat.
....Sunday night jazz with Kevin Leitch Quartet
....Barley Bros., Mon.
Alfresco’s:........ Barrlngton Perry on piano, Fri. and Sat.

...Blend, Fri., Sat., Sun.
...Holiday jam, Sunday
Blues nght Monty Nordstrorn 8 p.m. Thurs.
...The Peelers, Fri., Sat.

Acoustm Song Circle, Sun., 4-8 p.m.

Commumty TV Schedule

Thursday, May 16...2:30 p.m., 1994 OCP workshop series review #1
......................................... 4:30 p.m. OCP feedback session from May 2

I‘-'rlday, May 17... .2 p.m. OCP feedback session from May 2
o .4 p.m. Islands Trust seasonal cottage workshop from May 6
..7 p.m. Isle of Views #9
.......... 845 p m. IWS's informed cntaque of the OCP part two (May 8)

o p.m. OCP feedback session from GISS, May 9
ot ..5:30 p.m. Isle of Views #9
8 p m. All candidates meeting from May 15

Tuesday, May 21....11 a.m. OCP feedback session from GISS, May 9
...2:30 p.m. IWS's informed critique of the OCP part two (May 8)
e ra ey ...5 p.m. All candidates meeting from May 15

Harbour House Hotel (pub):...

Fulford Inn: ..

Sunday, May 19...

Madcap virgins quip and clown

By VALORIE LENNOX
Driftwood Staff

Forget “make my day” Eastman
and “T’ll be back™ Schwarzenegger.

The best quotes for islanders
were tossed out by the madcap
Virgin Clowns during their debut
last weekend.

Want to stop conversation over
the mochas? Try: “I killed him
with my own hand — more than
once”

“There are times I would have
given anything just to feel up
somebody’s aura™

“It must be very important
because I'm saying it and I
wouldn’t say it unless it was impor-
tant.”

“I’'m going to come closer to you
because I know you don’t want me

clowns’ kaleidoscope of characters
and caricature. New age came in
for a ribbing as did ballet, belly-
dancing, relationships, torch
singing, sheikdom, religion and
more — all rendered ridiculous
with a red plastic nose,

In their various guises the 14
clowns were funny and brash and
often vulnerable under a veneer of
humour.

There was Anastasia Wilde’s
bathrobe clad child parting with
teddy bears and a sad reluctance
which drew sympathetic “ahhhs”
from the audience. Then Wilde
dropped the robe, morphing into a
tough babe with bared midriff, tight
jeans and a damn-the-world
expression — until she again trans-
formed herself into vulnerability by
stroking a tiny stuffed starfish.

There was Ann Cullingham’s

537-5559

solitary birthday, unwrapping a
candle-topped eclair and crooning
to herself ... and her gradual delight
as the audience responded with
“Happy Birthday To You.”

There was the wistfulness of
Cheryl Cashman’s earth child who
has yet to find herself — let alone
the lover she seeks — and the para-
noia of Honor Griffith’s old bag
lady, who cleared and set up the
stage — one of the cogs which
kept this complex show clicking
along.

There were inner children given
free rein in clown guise, erofic
sketches which kept the audience
in stitches and too many sparkling
gems of gesture, expression and
wit to convey by words alone.

They may be virgin clowns but
their performance proved them

SENIOR’S SPECIA
e SUNDAY BRUNCH!
* FRESH SEAFOOD!

El

“Kevin Leitch QUARTET’

124 Upper Ganges Road "at the head of Ganges Harbour
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Guild’s annual art show set

WORK IN PROGRESS: Artists Judith Borbas and Jack Avison
discuss watercolour techniques. Works by these two artists and
other Salt Spring Painters Guild members will be displayed in a
show at Mahon Hall this weekend.

Photo by Valorie Lennax

Vintage clothing from the past
displayed at UCW fashion show

The cutting edge of fashion 50
years ago will be displayed in a
unique fashion show sponsored by
the United Church Women
(UCW) on May 31 and June 1.

This vintage fashion show will
feature clothes worn by women in
1950, in 1920 or even before
1900. Given that people have
increased in size since the turn of
the century, many of the earlier
clothes will be modelled by young

teens.

Handmade quilts and heirloom
jewelry will also be displayed.

Due to limited space in the
Ganges United Church lower hall,
admission will be by pre-pur-
chased tickets only. Tickets will
not be available at the door.

Tickets for the evening show on
May 31 or the afternoon show on
June 1 are $8 and may be pur-
chased from UCW members.

CAMP NARNIA

COUNTRY FEST!

Some of the best art from Salt
Spring’s brushes will be displayed
this weekend in Mahon Hall during
the annual Salt Spring Painters’
Guild outpouring of creative talent.

The guild’s 16th annual Spring
Art Show and Sale is traditionally
held on the Victoria Day weekend.
In the past, most of the work by
guild members has been for sale at
the show. This year the focus is on
exhibition, which broadens the
scope of the event by allowing
artists to show works they do not
want to sell in addition to works
which are for sale.

“This is a change for the better,”
noted guild member Jack Avison.

The change in focus also allows
artists to display experimental
works which are not necessarily
commercially viable.

“The focus before was to pro-
duce pieces of work to sell. The
focus this time is to produce pieces
to exhibit,” guild member Judith
Borbas explained. “It allows every-
thing to be shown.”

The change may also give some
fledgling artists confidence to put
their work on display even if they
do not yet feel ready to market their
creations.

All of the work in the show must
be original and must be created dur-
ing the past year. At least 30 of the
guild’s 50-plus members are
expected to exhibit. In past years,
the show has included more than
200 works.

Admission is free and guild
members will be available to
answer questions.

Avison said the guild is encour-
aging more experienced artists to
help new painters by critiquing
work and sharing skills. “A lot of
these people, especially newcomers
in these groups, are very backward
about pushing themselves forward,”
Avison observed.

Guild members have also done
outreach classes at Lady Minto
Hospital’s extended care facility
and at Greenwoods.

A guild is based on the idea of
artists helping other artists, Borbas
said. “We want people to feel they
can come and paint with us. No tal-
ent required — just an interest.”

Avison and Borbas are among
the more experienced painters in
the guild. Avison has worked in
everything from pencil to oils but
now focuses on watercolours.
Borbas works in both watercolours
and acrylics,

Both will have work in the show.

The show will be open Saturday,
Sunday and Monday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
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VICTORIA DAY WEEKEND
Sun. & Mon. May 19 & 20, 10 am-6 pm

R *hay rides *petting farm +pony rides *live music by “The Black Velvet Band" *puppet shows *parachute games |
: Delicious farm style food for sale - home baking, and barbecued foods :

Proceeds go towards the Camp Narnia Campership Fund
“Helping every child get to camp”

Gate admission: families $5.00 singles $3.00 - Easy ferry access - Ample parking
Located 4 km north of Fulford Harbour, take Burgoyne Bay Rd. exit

$ - “COME FOR A DAY IN THE COUNTRY"

10 @ - 4 pan

; SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner
| (604) 537-2249

DINNER RESERVATIONS
ADVISED

Located across from the

g Vesuvius Ferry Terminal &!’
J

' NEW GALLERY
OPENING SOON

Dockside - Harbour Building

Jill Lowise Campbell
Jiﬂ&DU ot ga‘tﬂ&‘{

Welcoming your friends & visitors all summer long.

MOTEL
VICTORIA’S FRIENDLIEST MOTEL!

|

|

:

, BED & BREAKFAST
i 425
I

DORIC

Enjoy a complimentary breakfast at a nearby restaurant.
RESERVATIONS (604) 386-2481

3025 Douglas St. Victoria, B.C., V8T 4N2
L Valid until May 31, 1996. Subject to availability & taxes

L-_-_-—--—

IN THE PUB OR LOUNGE

IN THE WHEELHOUSE PUB
Friday, Saturday & Sunday May 17, 18, 19

LR N N NN BN N

Sunday the 19th, BLEND hosts your holiday jam!
Bring your instrument and your friends and party!!

ENJOY OUR TWO POOL TABLES,
DARTS & BIG SCREEN IN THE PUB.

4{ it ét}&;&emy on Che isbond it s al the
HARBOUR HOUSE
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All that jazz
Doug Rhodes on the drums and Brent Tanemura on the stand-
up bass set the tone and pace for a good blend of sound at

Moby’s Sunday night jazz session.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

Narnia
hosts
country
festival

Islanders can help a kid go to sum-
mer camp while enjoying a family
weekend this Sunday and Monday at
Camp Narnia’s Country Festival.

There will be hay rides, pony
rides, an animal petting farm and
children’s games, including para-
chute games. Events will be held
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the
Burgoyne Bay Road campsite.

Black Velvet Band will play lively
Celtic tunes and camp staff member
Ray Turner will present a puppet
show. Performances start at 1 p.m.
each day.

Throughout the day concessions
will sell home-baked pies, lemonade
and barbecued lamb or pork.

Admission is $5 for families and
$3 for singles. Money raised at the
event will go into the “campership
fund” which subsidizes camp fees for
children from low-income families.

Now celebrating its 10th anniver-
sary, Camp Narnia is owned and
operated by Anton and Carol
Voorhoeve. The camp attempts to
convey the values of loyalty,
courage, honesty and respect as por-
trayed in C.S. Lewis’ magical series
called the Chronicles of Narnia.

Each summer over 700 children
attend camp sessions. School trips
arrive in the spring and fall.

Singers give auditory, visual treat
in stunning weekend performance

By TONY RICHARDS
Driftwood Staff

There were some remarkable
sounds heard in the Anglican
church on the weekend, but it
wasn'’t the word of God.

It was, instead, the sound of the
Salt Spring Singers. You might
describe the music in their spring
concert as heaven-sent but that
wouldn’t be strong enough.
Stunning was more like it.

Particularly outstanding was a
sub-group of the Singers called
The Blenders, who gave one of
the finest renditions of Operator
that I've ever heard. The song is a
great one to begin with, but guest
vocalist Simone Grasky made it
the highlight of the concert, She
and guest bassist Ian Van Wyck
were joined by Singers Peter
Lynde and Lloyd and Diana
English in an upbeat and jazzy
version of the song that broughl
the house down.

It was a memorable mlroduchon
to Salt Spring newcomer Grasky,
whose presence will hopefully
continue to grace the local stage.

Another award-winning perfor-
mance was offered by the Salt
Spring Children Singers, another
big hit with the audience. The
Farmer and the Cowman was
great but Basil the Cat was
absolutely hilarious. I haven’t
laughed so hard since the
Hysterical Society’s Comedy of
Eros.

Like An Eagle was a stirring
finale to the trio of songs by the
youthful singers.

SALT SPRING
Mint STorRAGE

347 Upper Ganges Road

"Safer than Someone’s
Old barn"

RESE P\l T()[) AY CALL

537-5888

FOR SIZES & RATES

Conductor Lloyd English
explained in his infroduction to
The Fourtunes that the Singers are
cultivating special talents among
its members. There’s no question
but the harvest has been a good
one.

Listening to this
talented group is
an auditory treat;

watching them

sing is another
pleasure.

The barbershop quartette of four
female Singers gave us some fine
harmonies with an excellent varia-
tion in pitch.

Not quite as successful was the
Men’s Chorus with Sixteen Tons,
a song that didn’t seem to come
together. It wasn’t helped by all
the finger-snapping. The Singers,
it seems, are better on vocals than
percussion.

The four offerings by the
Singers® special talents gave the
evening a variety show feeling.
But forming a sound and solid
basis for it all were the Singers
themselves.

They kicked off the evening
with three renaissance-era pieces,

the last of which, Claudio
Monteverdi’s Lasciatemi Morire,
was particularly mesmerizing.

Listening to this talented group
is an auditory treat; watching them
sing is another pleasure. Their
enjoyment was contagious. Not
only that, Lloyd English’s demon-
strative conducting, especially dur-
ing the second of three Hungarian
folk songs, was obviously enter-
taining to the vocalists on stage.

Perhaps it was nerves, but it
wasn’t until after the “special tal-
ents” that the Singers really got
going.

The Blenders were a tough act
to follow, but they did so in style
with a lovely tune called Fare
Thee Well Love and Robbie
Burns® Ye Banks and Braes.

We moved to Africa to wrap
things up, with a South African
Suite of three, too-short tunes,
accompanied by percussionist
Jerome Jarvis. African music has
some very powerful sounds fo it,
and is best when sung by a large
choir, the way it was probably
intended to be sung,

The well known Freedom Come
concluded the program and helped
earn the performers a standing
ovation from an enthusiastic audi-
ence.

The Salt Spring Singers contin-
ue to grow through their collective
talents. We are privileged to have
them amongst us.

PAUL B. JOYCE

Barrister & Solicitor

¢ LC.B.C. & PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS
e WILLS & ESTATES
» CORPORATE & COMMERCIAL

Vancouver Office: 1800-701 W. Georgia Street VTY 1C6 Tel: (604)-669-3644

Salt Spring Office: 265 Don Ore Road, V8K 2HS
TEL: 537-4413

FAX: 537-5120

ot

*CUSTOM HOMES * ADDITIONS < RENOVATIONS
* COMMERCIAL - CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
*« REMOTE ISLAND CONSTRUCTION
2265 North End Rd., Salt Spring Island V8K 1A7 * Phone/Fax 537-1323

EXCELLENCE

IN ISLAND CRAFTS

Featuring the works of over 70 of

Salt Spring’s finest artisans.
off the

woaterfront
gallery

Next to the Post Office 573-4525

SPECIAL WEEKEND BUFFET

Saturday evening thru Monday morning
$9.95 brunch / $12.95 dinner
while the Peelers play in the pub

FRIDAY & SATURDAY MAY 17 & 18, 9:30PM

NOTICE

Take Notice that the Capital Regional District Board intends to
adopt Bylaw No. 2394 at its meeting on Wed., May 22, 1996 to
be held at 1:30 pm in the Board Room at 524 Yates Street,
Victoria, BC, VBW 2S56. The intent of Bylaw No. 2394, in gener-
al terms, is to change in two stages almost all of the fees for
permits required under Bylaw No. 1042, Capital Reglonal
District Building Regulation Bylaw No. 3, 1982 as amended
by Bylaw 2334, The first stage is a decrease which will take
effect upon the adoption of Bylaw No. 2394 and the second
stage is an increase effective January 1, 1997. This bylaw
affects the Electoral Areas of Sooke, Langford, Salt Spring
Island and the Outer Guif Islands in the Capital Regional District.

For more specific details, Bylaw No. 2394 may be inspected at
the Capital Regional District offices listed below, from May 15
to May 21, 1996, between the hours of 8:30 am and 4:30 pm,
Mondays through Fridays, statutory holidays excepted:

Administration Department, 524 Yates Street, Victoria, BC
Municipal Services/Building Inspection Department,

2205 Otter Point Road, Sooke, BC;

and at the following local CRD Building Inspection offices:

4605 Bedwell Harbour Road (Driftwood Centre),
Pender Island, BC
(Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:30am - noon; 12:30 - 4:00pm

#206-118 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC
(Mon.-Fri. 8:30am - noon; 1:00 - 4:00pm)

#210-771 Vernon Avenue (Gateway Village),
Victoria, BC
.(Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 4:30pm)

Questions regarding the bylaw may be directed to Mr. Yonn
Chee, Municipal Services Dept. telephone 642-1617 (Sooke).

C. Thiel, Secretary
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Sailors seek winds and luck

READY SET... Kevin Vine, front, and Greg Watson spend a
few hours at the Salt Spring Yacht Club preparing the Deryn
Mor (which means sea bird) for this weekend's Round Salt
Spring Race. Sixty to 70 boats are expected to compete in this

annual island event. Photo by Derrick Lundy

as they prepare for island race

By VALORIE LENNOX
Driftwood Staff

Seamanship and luck is what it
takes to breeze through the *‘Round
Saltspring “96 race, which gets the
wind under its collective sails
starting at 10 a.m. Saturday.

Sponsored bé]_l_];j; Saltspring

Island.Saiting Club, the race is
open to all sail boats and multi-
hulled sailboats measuring over 20
feet.

The number of participants has
grown steadily over the past 21
years, especially in recent times. In
1994 there were 40 boats, a'year
later there were 60 and more are
expected  this  weekend.
Registrations have come from the
lower mainland, Vancouver
Island, Washington State and the
Gulf Islands.

The largest boat registered to
date measures 42 feet. Last year
one entry, the Merlin, measured
70 feet.

“Most of the boats that go into
this race aren’t going in for the
competitive aspect. They’re going
in for the love of sailing,” notes
coordinator Kevin Vine, who is
readying his own Deryn Mor for
the race.

Last year his was the first Salt
Spring boat to reach the finish. He
placed second overall, losing out
to the 23-foot Erikson skippered

by Don Williams of Pender Island.

“If you love sailing, it’s fabu-
lous,” Vine said, adding that it is
even more fun if the boat and crew
do well in the race.

Participants must circumnavi-
gate the island clockwise, covering
43 miles. All boats are handi-
capped, depending on the capabili-
ty of the craft, and the winner is
the boat which finishes first once
the handicaps are taken into ac-
count.

“It depends a lot on luck,” Vine
said. Seamanship and familiarity
with island waters are also impor-
tant. Among the challenges are the
currents in Sansum Narrows,
creeping through the doldrums
which descend on island waters in
late evening and sailing in the
dark.

*Trying to find the wind in the
dark can be a bit of a challenge,”
Vine added.

The fastest boats may finish the
course before midnight but most
finish in the small hours of the
morning, Vine said.

“Each year the race is different.
Some times the challenge is mak-
ing sure you have enough suntan
lotion.”

In other years, crews have con-
tended with driving rain, gale
force winds or no wind at all.

For Vine, the most difficult

hours of the race occur around the
north tip of the island at 11 p.m. to
midnight, when the winds drop
and the becalmed boats bob on the
waves. “Some people sleep. My
personal choice is to stay awake
during the whole thing.”

For residents who want to see
the race, Vine outlined a probable
itinerary. Boats will be gathered in
Ganges Harbour between 9 a.m.
and 10 a.m., when the larger craft
set sail. Smaller craft starf at ap-
proximately 10:20 a.m. from the
harbour.

“By 10:30 or 11, they could see
the fleet go by Beddis Beach,”
Vine suggested. Sailboats should
be visible from Ruckle Park by 11
a.m. or noon and should reach
Sansum Narrows in the early after-
noon.

Those enjoying an afternoon
beer in the Vesuvius Pub might be
able to see the boats “crawl up the
Vesuvius coastline” from the pub
windows. At 11 p.m. to midnight,
watchers on the beach at Southey
Point should be able to see the
lights of the boats.

All of the boats must finish the
course by noon Sunday, so skip-
pers and crew can enjoy the Salt
Spring lamb barbecue at the sail-
ing club which winds up the event.

“We try to give it a Salt Spring
flavour,” Vine concluded.

Bennett wins 400-metre hurdles race

Daniel Bennett took first place
and Stephanie Collette claimed a
third position as the two local high
school athletes competed in
Victoria’s Trackfest champi-

onship.

The Victoria high school city
track and field championships
have been expanded and are now
open to invited athletes from out-

side the Capital City area.

Gulf Islands Secondary School
sent two athletes who are prepar-
ing for major championships later
in the season.

Insuring the Islands Since 1928

« Commercial * Residential = Tenants
* Marine = Bonding * Travel/Medical

Quioplon |

Complete Motor Vehicle Licensing Service
* Drivers’ Licences +« Out-of-province Registrations

“Islanders Insuring Islanders”

Salt Spring Insurance Agencies Ltd.

GRACE POINT SQUARE

937-5527

FAX 537-9700

PLAY THE FIRST 9 HERE!

OPEN PLAY
ALL DAY

Our public course is challenging
and fun for all levels.
Friendly service and helpful staff.

Slackburn /Neadows

Golf Course
269 Blackburn Rd. 537-1707

Sale Spring Island Unit
Heart & Stroke Foundation

"5

o

— ALL DAY -
Friday, May 17th

S.S.1. Golf and Country Club
Call the Pro Shop 537-2121 for play times

= e

Salt Spring

CHALLENGE
CUP

This Saturday, Sunday & Monday
May 18, 19 & 20, 1996

GANGES SCHOOL FIELDS
and

HEART
AND STROKE
FOUNDATION OF

B.C. & YUKON '

PORTLOCK PARK

PRELIMINARY GAMES
Saturday and Sunday 9am - 7pm

EINALS-MONDAY
12:20pM ....covssisvesnnnne ED Lumley Trophy - Women
12:20pM ..oovvennean wses il Richard McBride Trophy-over 30’s

1:30PM <.covveveccssnennnnenn ETIC Springford Challenge Cup - Open
3100PM wvvvessrminssisannens PrESENtations

Don’t miss the action as
the Salt Spring
Old Boys battle all comers
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the evel?

A little fun made the tough job of moving
into the Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce’s
new offices easier for, from left, volunteers

Jeremy Moray and Dee Kinney with chamber

manager Melva Geldreich. This pamphlet rack
went up in the new visitor information centre,
which opened Saturday.

Phott by Valorie Lennax

Demographics will push ferry use

By VALORIE LENNOX
Driftwood Staff

The person who may have the
greatest impact on the Gulf Island’s
ferry service is not sitting in a B.C.
Ferries office nor on the Southern
Gulf Islands Strategic Plan Advisory
Committee.

He or she doesnt even live on any
of the islands.

Bu! some time in the pext decade,
that :'uersm -1 gomg 0 o Ef"":E:".'z'
1slands f\‘f a vacation. \Ilu the num-
ber of such peolc. is gom;, fo grow,
_.-crsasef‘ :i-mznd !'or fem ervice in
e U_a kslands.

“The other player, who is not
involved in planning, is the person
who gets into a BMW and gets on the
ferry for;the Southern Gulf Islands,”
B.C. Femies president Frank Rhodes
told advisory committee members at
their April 30 meeting.

There will be more such people
than ever before and they will
attemnpt to reach the islands whether
or not B.C. Ferries has the capacity to
carry them, or the official community
plans on the islands encourage such
an influx, Rhodes added.

According to futurist David
Baxter, who prepared a prediction for
B.C. Ferries, the dernand will be dri-
ven by demographic factors in B.C.
and Washington state, which togeth-
er provide 95 per cent of all B.C.
Ferries’ travellers to the Gulif Islands.

Baxter identifies three factors
which will influence traffic growth.
The first is demographics, which
tracks the lifestyles of aging baby
boomers. The second is changes on
the islands, including technological
change, and the third is the level of
service offered by B.C. Ferries to
reach the islands.

“The future holds the potential for
unprecedented increases in the
demand for access to the southern
gulf islands,” Baxter noted.

Overall, population in B.C. and
Washington state is expected to
increase by 20 per cent in the next
decade. Based on that alone, demand
for ferry service should increase by
20 per cent.

But Baxter predicts even more

® ANDREW LEWiS .
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demand. In 10 years baby boomers
who are now busy raising families,
establishing careers and paying mort-
gages will be in the market for vaca-
tion homes, retirement homes and
short-term, close-to-home vacations
which can be squeezed into the
schedules of two wage earners.

The population aged 45 and older
in B.C. is expected to grow by 39 per
cent m the next 10 vears For these

peopie, the Galf Isandks offers easily

~Cessinks 3P0 tes for T."_"_'?"

recreation. %mahul 15, a second home

or retirement.
* Mosre fil-tirtie*island residents ¢an
also be antmparcd as technolog-‘

ey s --.-_._ﬁ

tems makes it p.m.nh for more peo-
ple to work at “city” jobs from rural
settings.

Increasing urbanization of the
Greater Victoria and Greater
Vancouver areas will force those seek-
ing a rural lifestyle into more remote
settings, such as the Gulf Islands,

Rhodes noted these demographic
factors have not been stressed in B.C.
Ferries planning to date. Limited
ferry service could act as a brake on
island development, he noted.

However, B.C. residents who want
to come to the Gulf Islands but are
hampered by limited ferry service
could then complain en masse to
government, Rhodes observed.

The trends predicted by Baxter are
already visible. Between 1985 and
1995, the population on the islands
increased by 46 per cent, compared
to' an increase of 26 per cent

province-wide.

WOrK pat-

Ferry use increased by 49 per cent
during the same period. Those aged
45 and older accounted for half the
users of the Gulf Islands ferry system
during the 1995 peak season.

Almost one quarter of the Gulf
Islands’ population is aged 65 or
older — the highest percentage of
retired residents in the province —
whsch proves how attractive the area

for retieees.

'4 =3
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will help determine the final level of

\demand: If housing does not increase

to meet the demand, prices will rise
and fewer people will be able to
afford the slands.

: i ferry service and high
urage people from
coming to the islands.

Traffic forecasts prepared by B.C.
Ferries’ strategic and corporate plan-
ning department suggest that by
2005:

* vehicle traffic on the Swartz Bay
- Fulford Harbour route will increase
by 39 per cent and passenger traffic
will increase by 34 per cent

* vehicle traffic on the Vesuvius -
Crofton route will increase by 61 per
cent and passenger traffic will
increase by 56 per cent

* vehicle traffic on the Swartz Bay-
Outer Gulf Islands route will increase
by 31 per cent and passenger traffic
will increase by 29 per cent

* vehicle traffic on the Gulf Islands
- Tsawwassen route will increase by
15 per cent and passenger traffic will
increase by 11 per cent.

~containers

Salt Spring GarbageIService Ltd.
30 years

"Serving and Supporting the Island Community

Solving all your waste disposal requirements
-tagged bag pickup
-scheduled houschold pickup
-commercial service

~-special pickups

-site clean ups

Reasonable and Fair Rates

537-2167

Pam Ellacott and Sheila T'wa
Ganges P.O. Box 255S5.5.1. VBK 2V9

JOANNE ELIZABETH

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
NOTARY PUBLIC, MEDIATOR

General Practice Including:
Family, wills & estates, criminal,
young offenders, mediation

Phone: 537-0737 Fax: 537-0720
299 Woodland Drive V8K 1J6

Provincial Election ‘9
ALL CANDIDATES

558 MEETING gy
Wednesday May 15th
Gulf Islands Secondary School

Multi Purpose Room
7:30pm

Everyone Welcome!
COME WITH YOUR QUESTIONS!

SPONSORED BY 551 COMMUNITY PLANNING ASSOCIATION

MIXMASTERS

The Lucky Littie Lottery Shop

OPEN 6 DAYS
A WEEK

TONIGHT’S JACKPOT

2.
MILLION

(MAY 15, 1996)
BRAND NEW
Drive fore Dough

Scrath & Win
win up to $10,000
Next to the Liquor Store in Grace Point Sq., Ganges

* Daily Freight Service

» Cessna, Beaver & Turbo Beauer Aircrafi
{Faamrmg Whisper Jet Prop on Turho Beaver)

s Scenic Tours

FROM/TO

Vanc. Airport to C

DEPARTURE TIME

7:30.am / 12:30 pm / 5:30 pm

m / 6:00 pm
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Hundreds of soccer players, fans en route to island

By MALCOLM LEGG
Driftwood Contributor

Soccer Madness in May is
back as several hundred soccer-
crazy players and fans plan to
descend upon our little island to
take part once again in the fes-
tivities known as the Salt Spring
Challenge Cup.

Yes, the annual soccer bash is
back and this year looks to be
bigger and better than ever,
some 28 teams, 400 to 450 play-
ers and many more supporters
will compete in the three levels
within the tourney.

Eight teams, including Salt
Spring FC, will compete in the
open division, battling for the
Eric Springford Challenge Cup.
Last year’s champion, Courtenay
Blackfin Rovers, will be back,
expecting a strong challenge
from Victoria City FC and
maybe Powell River, depending
on the beverage consumption by
its players.

Salt Spring FC hopes to make
a serious challenge this year, just
as it did two years ago when the
local squad won the cup.

The Old Boys will compete

Kayak attack

Calm waters and a free “try-out” sponsored by Sea Otter
Kayaking lured some enthusiastic would-be kayakers into the
sea at Ganges Harbour. Here, Colin Nicholson is tucked into a

kayak by Shannon Kendall.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

50 tee-off for cup play

* Members of the women’s 18-hole
division played the qualifying round
for the Rose Bowl — the spring club
championship cup— last Tuesday.

Fifty golfers teed off.

Winners were Jackie Vibe with low
gross 93, and runner-up Connie Hardy
with 94. Marie Hopkins took low net
with a 73, followed by Irene
Hawksworth and Mona Coulter who
tied with 75.

Hawksworth had 26 putts. Jenny
MacDonnell was closest to the pin on
No. Two and won a $10 gift certificate
from Ganges Village Market.

* Sixteen members of the nine-hole
division took to the greens on
Wednesday.

Mary Hogg won the low gross,
Babs Ross won low net, and the putt
pot was shared by Vi Austin, Vivian

Storr, K. Mowbray and Anne Vodden.

Two women — Storr on No. Eight
and Donna Flannery on No. Six —
chipped in.

* Fairwinds leads in a home and
away match against Salt Spring.

Salt Spring players, who competed
in the event last Wednesday at
Fairwinds, were off their game.
H. wever, a spokesman says, the
“moose stories on the way up were

« Members of the men’s division
competed in the Lucky Mashie
Toumament last week.

Winners were G. Scott and F.
Broadbent with 61; D. Nemeth and 1.
Sutherland, 62; and F. Lyhne and R.
Quick with 64.

Nemeth won low gross with 76, and
Broadbent won low net with 66.

League celebrates 25 years

The Circus Bowling League’s
annual banquet and awards night
was very much like the group’s
regular night out — noisy and fun.

The banquet, held last month at

Sea Court Gourmet Restaurant,
celebrated 25 years of “bowling
for fun and relaxation.”

The team of Bobbie and Gordon

and Ken Barnes captured the A
trophy, while a team comprised of
Marjie and Brian Radford, Gwen
and Ken Strike and Inez Farr won
the B trophy.

Lindsay Dover won the
women’s high single and high
triple cups; Ben Copper took both
the high triple and the high single
men’s cups.

Ruckle, Bunny and Ben Copper,

with nine other teams (including
one from Calgary) for the Sir
Richard McBride Challenge
Cup, which will be strongly
defended by last year’s winner
Lakehill, and previous winner
Cowichan.

But the Old Boys are planning
some surprises this year. Their
star-studded line-up will feature
key rookie Arnie “Der Kaiser”
Hengstler and a mystery goalie.

The women’s section will fea-
ture an amazing 10 teams,
including defending champion
Gorge, competing for the Ed
Lumley Challenge Cup. This
year sees four additional teams,
with Powell River and
Courtenay expected to give
Gorge a good run for its money.

Preliminary games begin
Saturday at 10 a.m., play-offs
start at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday with
the finals starting at 12:20 p.m.
Monday.

Games will be played on three
Ganges school fields and at
Portlock Park.

But the on-field activities are
not all that is going on this
weekend.

Saturday night will feature a
dance at Fulford Hall with the
Nerve for all players and fans,
running from 8:30 p.m.-1 a.m.
Tickets are $10 each and can be
purchased from the information
booth at the high school field or

School

2:30 p.m. Play-offs start

SALT SPRING CHALLENGE CUP

Program of Events
- Preliminary Games
10:00 a.m. Salt Spring F.C. vs Vantreights-High School
11:20 a.m. Salt Spring Old Boys vs Lakehill-High School
2:40 p.m. Salt spring Old Boys vs Sooke-High School
3:50 p.m. Salt Spring F.C. vs Peninsula-High School
8:30 p.m.-1:00 p.m.Dance at Fulford Hall $10/person
19 - Preliminary Games
11:20 p.m. Salt Spring Old Boys vs Castaways-High

12:30 p.m. Salt Spring F.C. vs Courtenay-High School
1:30 p.m. Shoot-out Contest at High School

6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Soccer Barbecue, Kings Lane
Recreation Centre, $15/adult $5/child
- Play-offs continue
12:20 p.m. Over 30 final-High School lower
12:20 p.m. Women'’s final-High School Upper
1:30 p.m. Open Final-High School Lower
3:00 p.m. Presentations-High School
Concession and beverages available at High School field. All tick-
ets for events available at information booth at High School field.

at the door.

Sunday night will see the start
of a new tourney tradition with a
soccer family night and barbecue
at Kings Lane Recreation. This
will be especailly geared to soc-
cer players with families.

The entry fee ($15 for adults
and $5 for children) includes a
meal, beverage bar, bowling,
pool tables and more.

Tickets will be available at the
high school information booth.

Other events will include a
shoot-out contest on Sunday at
1:30 p.m. (open to tourney play-
ers only) on the high school
field. The tourney will also sell
t-shirts, provide shower facili-
ties, food and beverages (by the
Lions) and many draws all
weekend long.

CoE N U 0« R T C R N S M T N™T

Count Yourself In!
It's Not Too Late.

Please complete your census form and mail it today!

if you didn’t get a census form... If you lost your form... Or if you just aren’t sure what
to do with it... Call 1 800 670-3388 and a census representative will help you out.

Do | have to fill out the census form?
Yes. You are required by law to complete your census form.

Remember, by law your census information is kept confidential.

Personal census information cannot be given to anyone outside Statistics Canada —
not other government departments, not the police, not the courts — not another person.

If you have any questions, please call: l 800 610-3388

Canadi
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GISS boys take mid-island title for second year in a row
Goebl scores 7, Smith, Langdon, MacDonald awarded as MVPs

By RICHARD BENNETT
Driftwood Contributor

Salt Spring’s junior boys
soccer team sprang back from
an early loss to capture the
mid-island tournament title at
a two-day event held in Mill
Bay last weekend.

Teams qualified for the tour-
nament by finishing in the top
six places in their leagues. The
league this year was very com-
petitive with Brentwood
College taking first place over
the Gulf Islands Secondary
School (GISS) team by virtue
of a 1-0 victory early in the
season.

On Friday, in the round
robin section of the tourna-
ment, the local boys dug them-
selves deep into a hole when
the team played its worst game
of the season, going down 2-0
to the hosts from Frances
Kelsey.

In the next game it was poor
defensive play that saw
Cowichan score on three occa-
sions.

Fortunately, their defence
was worse than ours. With
Mandu Goebl scoring three,
and Tom Langdon scoring two
(and gaining man of the match

award), the team finished in
second place and qualified for
the semi-finals against the
winners of the other round
robin pool.

Arriving Saturday morning
everyone was surprised that
Shawnigan Lake School had
swept its pool and would be
the opponent.

From the kick-off, the pri-
vate school team showed
speed, size and skill. But this
did not deter the GISS team.
Forwards Langdon, Ian Baker
and Goebl moved the ball
well, and Stefan Bond came on
to take the ball wide on the
left.

This pressure led to an early
goal by Goebl and when he
scored a second from the
penalty spot after a deliberate
handball, team confidence
grew. The game seemed virtu-
ally over when Goebl pounced
on a poor goal kick to score
his second hat trick on consec-
utive days.

However, the defence had
one moment of madness left
and allowed Shawnigan to

close the gap with an
unmarked goal from a free
kick. Then, in a sweeping
movement, Goebl sent Bond in
to hammer the ball in and seal
the victory.

Brentwood, who beat Kelsey
1-0 in the other semi-final,
would be the opponents in the
final. This was the game that
the local lads wanted. They
always felt they could win and
were anxious to avenge the
defeat in the league earlier in
the season.

The game opened at a furi-
ous pace and the defence of
Mike McNair, Jared
Hazenboom, Jean Carmichael
and Chris Urquart played its
best game of the season. Even
so, Jonathon McDonald was
called on to make save after
save from long range shots.
After a scoreless first half, the
tactic of absorbing the
Brentwood pressure and
checking hard in mid-field
eventually took its toll on the
Brentwood team. They tired
enough to let GISS take con-
trol.

Y| SILVERBALLI

With 15 minutes left, Goebl
opened the scoring to a great
cheer from the many Salt
Spring supporters. A second
goal was disallowed shortly
after, and Langdon stole in for
the clincher with the last kick
of the game.

For the second year in a row
the GISS junior boys team had
won the championship.

Justin Smith, Tom Langdon
and Jonathan McDonald
gained Most Valuable Player
recognition. However, Goebl

SERVING ISLANDERS SINCE 1915
CONVENIENCE

Groceries ® Produce ® Snacks
ogazines ® Gasoline ® Video Rentals

PATTERSON
MARKET LTD.

Fulford Harbour

with seven goals deserves spe-
cial mention as does the whole
squad of 14 players who fin-
ished for the team.

As cup winners, the squad
now challenges Brentwood, as
league winners, in a winner-
take-all match. The Fun
Pacific Challenge Trophy will
decide who goes on to repre-
sent the mid-island zone at the
Vancouver Island champi-
onships. This game is at
Brentwood College tomorrow
(Thursday) at 3 p.m.
Spectators and supporters are
most welcome.

Your South End

STORE

653-4321

HARDWOOD

“Hard™ Siiverballi is used for general
carpentry, boat buiiding (planking), both
interior and exterior house building, furniture
and cabinet work. If you've never seen it...

come check it out! 4 9

1 3 x1 2”
lin. ft.

PURPLEHEART

\ —~—
7 HARDWOOD LUMBER

woodworking projects.

This is just the material you need to make your project
unique”, The exceptional working and finishing properties
of this remarkable wood is why it is in such demand by the

B ] : _ ake : 1” X 2”
woodworking professional and hobbyist alike. lin.
We also stock some 1" x 10", 1" x 12" as well as 2" stock. 1t I
3 ”n ” ” 9 L1
1"x 4 ; 7@ 1"x 6 gg1 X8
#2 COMMON

0OAK j_ 2ICES IN EFFECT UNTIL MAY 25,1996 o T
FLOORING |,
Create a 18

beautiful
and durable Sq. ft.

: @ PINK IVORY,
= BANKSIA PODS,
COCO BOLo, BUBINGA,
BOCOTE, WENGE, LIMBA,
MARRA AND MORE EXOTIC
WOODS...Come check it out!

2N
MARINE GOOP

Totally weatherproof adhesive

& sealant,

Regular
Each

$10.99
TECHSTAR

105 ml tube
BUOYANCY BILLETS,
DOCK FLOATING

B2/ SYSTEM You can do
| ? yc:::rsem Come on in,
we’'ll tell you all
AND ALSO BY SPECIAL ORDER... ol

| MARINE TEAK PLYWOOD, MARINE FIR PLYWOOD, MARINE
GRADE TEAK (with Koto inlay) AND OKUME (for hull work and
| job’s requiring a Lloyd’s certiﬁcation.)

{BURMESE TEAK
Random Length
screws & Brass machine screws along with

4/4 S2S 6 88
TEAK S4S
marine paint. ?g 1 2 x4”

)_ ATTENTION BOATERS!
| Random Width

We also stock stainless steel screws, Brass

1 1 x 2”

| lin. ft.

99

lin. ft.

SALT SPRING

Monday -Friday 166 RAINBOW ROAD

S B37_B5564

FLOATING
Saturday
FAX: 537-1207

L FLOOR B8:00am - 5:30pm
INTERNET ADDRESS: http://www. windsorplywood. com

We will be open regular | ours Saturda ad ||| CLOSED SUNDAYS
Windsor Pl [/

“RUB

21/4” x 3/4”
UNFINISHED

Sunday May 19th & CLOSED MONDAY MAY 20 (Victona Day)
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e ADDED VALUE * FAMILIARITY  NEEDS & WANTS * CONTRIBUTIONS -°

Shopping Locally

Bea]ly Benetits Us All

Apple Photo

Blackburn Meadows Golf
Burritt Bros. Carpets
Calypso Carpets
Choices

Clayworks

Country Casuals

Dairy Queen

Eagle Art Supply

Embe Bakery

Eva Travel

Flowers & Wine

Flowers by Arrangement
Foxglove Farm & Garden
Galaxy Collectibles

Gl Carpet & Drapery Care
Gulf Islands Driftwood
Ganges Stationery and
Compucom Consulting

Ganges Village Cobbler
Ganges Village Market
Glad'’s Ice Cream
Harbours End Marine
Harlan’s Chocolates
Hayward’s Funeral Service
Home Design Centre
Islander Drapery

& Upholstery
Island Magic Hair Shoppe
Jill Louise Campbell
Jitterbugs
Kings Lane Recreation
Leisure World Furniture
Mixmasters
Mobile Market
Mouats Clothing
Mouats Trading
Naikai Gallery

| 2~ PO

Natural Beauty Centre
Off the Waterfront Gallery
Parkside News & Books
Patterson Market Ltd.
Pegasus Gallery
Pharmasave

Photo Graffist

Precious Treasures
Quadratic Solutions
Rainbow Rentals
Sandpiper Supply

Salty Shop

Save on Salt Spring
Seahorse Hobbies/Sears
Sharon’s

Sooz Sewing Co.
Sophisticated Cow

SS Dairy Store

SS Linen & Drycleaners

B e el

SS Gems & Art Gallery
SS Medical Supply

SS Natureworks

SS Soapworks

Stone Walrus Gallery
Studio 103 Hair Design
The Tangled Web

The Travel Shop

The Wine Cellar
Thrifty Foods
Treehouse Cafe

S.S. U Brew

Vesuvius Store

Video Visions

Volume Two Bookstore
Windsor Plywood
West of the Moon

W. Kranz Jewellers
Workwear World

Providing employment for

over 314 people and 467 families
WE THANK YOU FOR

YOUR SUPPORT!

e
WORKING AND LIVING TOGETHER
Salt Spring Island Chamber of Commerce

Retail Merchants' Commitiee

ANTVA @3AddV ¢ NOILDITIS «IDNIINIANOD  SNOILNTOS - A¥IAITAC

e AWONODJ3 « SDIdd IAILILIdWOD « SNOILNGIRILNOD « SANIIYA ® ATIWVE ¢ LNIWAOTdWI « ALINNWWOD
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Bank of Commerce staff got up and went to
work Friday morning but neglected to dress.
From left, Lorna Tolman, Krista Betts and
Catherine Mellstrom, clad in their nighties,
raise eyebrows among customers as part of a
fundraising project for B.C. Children’s

Pyjama pérty

Hospital. Vicki Walker, still wearing her
curlers, waves a cheerful good morning.
Fundraising continues this Friday with a bake
sale and Friday, May 24 manager Bert Beitel
will be cooking hot dogs.

Photos by Tony Richards

Threats lead to arrest

A 30-year-old Salt Spring man

Presence of cougar
still unconfirmed

No further sightings have con-
firmed the existence of cougar kit-
tens or an adult cougar on Salt
Spring, despite a report last week
from five youngsters.

The youths claimed to see at
least one cougar kitten hidden in
rocks at Vesuvius Beach.

Environment ministry conserva-
tion officer Ken Broadland said
Monday he heard rumours of the
sighting and received a call from
one woman who heard growling at
night. However, he said no con-
crete evidence existed to justify an
investigation on the island.

“We haven’t been over,”
Broadland said. “Until we get an
actual confirmed sighting and we
can talk to the complainant, we're
just on hold.”

One rumour suggested the
Coast Guard had seen an adult
cougar walking on the beach May

5 but that was denied by Coast
Guard staff.

Broadland said he had heard of
another sighting, again by chil-
dren, on May 3 near Fernwood
Elementary. Usually the existence
of a cougar on the island is backed
up by a number of corroborating
sightings, he said. ;

Neither Broadland’s office nor
the wildlife control officer in
Nanaimo has received a series of
corroborating reports.

Three of the youngsters who
reported seeing the cougar kitten
also reported seeing a seal in St.
Mary Lake on the April 6 week-
end. That sighting was confirmed
by a local fisherman and two other
youths,

However, lake shore resident Ed
Davis suggests those reporting the
seal probably spotted a large otter
which he has seen in the lake.

Barbara Jordan-Knox m.s.w., R.s.W.
confidential counselling of
individuals, couples and families
specializing in

RELATIONSHIP, FAMILY and SEX THERAPY
Registered for private practice
#1-1425 Richardson St., Victoria 1-800-558-6355
152A Fulford-Ganges Rd. Saltspring Island 537-5111

OUTSTANDING PERSONAL SERVICE

W SPECTACULAR
| ARRANGEMENTS

Birthday, Anniversaries

was arrested, taken into custody and
appeared in provincial court
Tuesday charged with two counts of
threatening to cause death by bodily
harm and with resisting arrest.

The threatening charges can
result in a jail term of up to five
years. Resisting arrest is punish-
able by up to two years in jail.

HELPING THE WORLD
WRITE NOW
RCMP
REPORT | &
int Thursday that threats had been _ self-sufficency though
plmﬁ(agam 6 Sai Seoing yesiderss. Bleestlifiieotorrrn i 40

During their investigation,
police interviewed the 30-year-old
man and subsequently arrested

Weddings & Sf:uecicl Events

call
flowers., Arrangement
Beth Chemeff 537-9252

Dolanders Wmém? & ,-fwc'ug- 7096(467

Ganges RCMP received a com-  him. The man resisted arrest.

How can you protect
Medicare and education
from Gordon Campbell’s

$3 BILLION CUT?

Gordon Campbell’s promised budget cuts are
even deeper and more radical than those imposed
by Conservatives in Ontario and Alberta.
Hospitals and schools have been hurt badly in
those provinces. Don't let it happen here.

Re-elect Glen Clark’s NDP team.

Fome of
Sklar-Peppler
LAZ-BOY e %
« 90 day price guarantee

/ Knowledgeable, friendly sales staff

« Custom order upholstery, accent pieces
and appliances

« Free removal of old appliances or bedding
if required '

See the sleep experts for your quality mattress

@ smvavons ()

SERVING THE GULF ISLANDS SINCE 1973
UNCLE ALBERT'S HOME FURNISHING LTD.

CALL TOLL FREE

1-800-593-5303

(748-1732)
107-2nd Street, Duncan, B.C.

LYNDA

aushwa

120 B Hereford Ave.,
Ganges, BC V8K 2T4
Phone: 537-1196

=-INIDP

Authorized by Cara Joy Hughes, financial agent of LYNDA LAUSHWAY, (1-888-VOTE-NDP)
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Ship-shape sailors
Salt Spring boaters Jim and
Joy Eastman know their 36-
foot Kimje is ready for the
boating season, following a
safety inspection by the
Ganges Coast Guard. A free
inspection can be arranged
by calling 537-5813.

Photo by Valone Lennox

Speakers
donate to
4-H Club

Older speakers passed the torch to
young speakers along with $243.15
at a recent 4-H meeting.

Margaretha Nordine, representing
the Salt Spring Speakers Club, said
the club was disbanding and the
group had decided to donate the
club’s remaining funds to 4-H, which
sponsors speaking competitions for
young people.

Nordine said she and other mem-
bers of the Salt Spring Speakers Club
had been happy to judge 4-H public
speaking practices during the past
few years. She also offered to help at
future public speaking events.

The money was presented to 4-H
treasurer Jennifer Doucette.

Members at the meeting also par-
ticipated in a 4-H judging practice,
which included five categories. The
practice was to help members pre-
pare for an upcoming judging rally in
Saanich.

After the judging practice, partiei-
pants enjoyed hot dogs, juice and
cookies. Each also received a partici-
pation ribbon.

FLOAT PLANE SERVICE

Choose your own schedule with
our affordable charter flights!
Pick-up from
GANGES - FULFORD HARBOUR - VESUVIUS
and Outer Islands
CALL US FOR THE MOST AFFORDABLE, COMPETITIVE CHARTER FLIGHTS
24 hrs 920-6899 or 642-2156

USA-Canada1-800-305-7055
920-6899 cell

Provincial Election 96
ALL CANDIDATES

Gulf Islands Secondary School
Multi Purpose Room
7:30pm

Everyone Welcome!
COME WITH YOUR QUESTIONS!

SPONSORED BY S5 COMMUNITY PLANNING ASSOCIATION

You are this week’s winner of a return ﬂiiht on

HARBOUR AIR’S

VANCOUVER SERVICES

(R R R )]

SCHEDULE CHANGE

until September 15, 1996

GANGES to VANC. AIRPORT daily service
W00 one wayinc GST
Fit# | Departs From | To |Amives [Freq.
801* | 7:10am Airport | Ganges | 7:30am |daily
802* | 7:35am Ganges | Airport | 7:55am |daily
B03* | 12:15pm Alrport | Ganges | 12:40pm |dally
804* | 12:45pm Ganges | Airport | 1:10pm |dally
805* | 5:45pm | Alrport | Ganges | 6:10pm |daily
806* | 6:15pm Ganges | Airport | 6:40pm |daily
at
GANGES o DOWNTOWN VANC. service
s 5.00 one way inc. GST
Fit#|Departs | From To Arrives
401* | 7:15am Monfil Vanc. | Islands 7:45-8:15am
402* | 7:45-8:15am _[Mon-Fdl. |sjands| Vanc. 9f5am
403* | 5:00pm {en-Sunyane, | islands | 5:3046:000m
404* | 5:30-6:00pm |Mon-Swislands| Vanc. 6:30-7:00pm
405* | 9:00am |saturdey Vanc. | Islands 9:30-10:00am
406* | 9:30-10:00am [Ssiurdsy Islands| Vanc. 10:30am

*May stop at: Maple Bay (Vanc. Isl.), Miners Bay (Mayne lsl.),
Telegraph Hrbr (Thetis Isl.) Bedwell Hrbr (S. Pender Isl.),
Ganges (Salt Spring Isl.), Lyall Hrbr (Saturna Isl) Fare toffrom these islands is $65

Ticketing through your local travel agents

(EEEEN RN E R R RN RN E N EEERE R R R RN N R N R R NN NN

' &8 HARBOUR AIR
4 RSEAPLANES
537-5525 1-+800+665+0212

If you are this week's winner, simply call Harbour Air to claim your prize.

Salt Spring Island Volunteer Firefighters

Fight Muscular Dystrophy

This Saturday, May 18

* Silent Auction
Deluxe Barbecue vaiue s500
Beef for the BBQ vaiue ss0

*BALLOONS -+ FIREHATS <T-SHIRTS

Special Guest Appearances by
Honourary M.D. Firefighters

* BBQ beef on a bun * Hot dogs, cotton candy,
in Mouats parking lot hot chocolate & pop at
sponsored by Thrifty Foods & Mouats firehall

Internationally recognized CRD
composer/arranger
and musical director of Tuned Air DIRECTOR
Mr. Dietrich Luth

Mr. Bruce Ruddell
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Hospital Day
Physiotherapist Anneke Mater demonstrates her physiothera-
py equipment as a skeletal observer looks on. Mater’s audi-
ence was members of the public who were touring Lady Minto

Hospital during Hospital Day on Thursday.

Priolo by Tony Rechards

Strategic ferry plan
falls behind schedule

Progress on the southern gulf
islands ferry service strategic
plan is off-schedule.

Like a ferry which calls at
too many ports, the commit-
tee’s task was too complex to
fit into the time allocated, sug-
gested Kathy Scarfo, who rep-
resents Salt Spring on the ferry
advisory committee.

The committee held its first
meeting January 27, 1995, and
was originally expected to pre-
sent its recommendations to the
community by September
1995,

The gap between meetings
hasn’t helped, Scarfo said. The
advisory committee met
November 1 and again April
30, a stretch of five months
without meetings.

“I don’t think we’ve met
often enough to actually build a
team and bring everyone up to
speed,” Scarfo remarked,

Based on the meeting
November 1, Scarfo expected
the committee’s initial recom-

Gulf Islands Optical

9

; 10am-5pm
OFFICE: 537-2648

Sale ends June 15, 1996

mendations would be before
island residents this spring at a
series of open houses.
Although the committee had
not come up with a complete
proposal, it was considereing a
plan that involved a hub termi-
nal at Village Bay with smaller
ferries as spokes connecting
the various islands to that hub.

Instead the work of the com-
mittee to date has been summa-
rized in an interim report being
prepared for B.C. Ferries’
board of directors.

Scarfo said the committee’s
work has been slowed because
B.C. Ferries did not have finan-
cial information and route
models defined for the commit-
tee. Without knowing the
financial and service impacts
of the various options, it was
impossible for committee
members to reach a consensus.

One further problem has also
hampered the committee,
Scarfo added. “Nobody trusts
B.C. Ferries.”

Ferries
head
pPromises

support

More support for the Southern
Guif Islands Strategic Plan Advisory
Committee will be coming from B.C.
Ferries, chief executive officer Frank
Rhodes recently promised committee
members.

“You can't plan in the vacuum I
left you in,” he admitted.

His comments opened the first
meeting held by the committee in five
months. Accepting blame for the
group’s lack of progress, Rhodes
described planning for the future of
the Gulf Islands’ routes as the most
complex of the five public advisory
planning processes undertaken by
B.C. Ferries,

“I badly under-estimated the com-
plexity of the problem,” he said. “We
badly under-resourced the process.
We didn’t have enough horsepower
on the corporation end to answer the
questions.”

To plan future service, committee
members should have had more
information on what is known about
the current ferry service including the
financial framework and projected
future demand,

On the committee are representa-
tives from B.C. Ferries, from each of
the five Gulf Islands and from the
school board and Islands Trust.
Established in January 1993, the
committee was to produce long-term
recommendations for Gulf Islands
ferry service.

One issue driving the planning is
the gradual loss of B.C. Ferries’
provingial subsidy over the next two
years. Rhodes noted the Gulf Islands’
service will have to become more
financially viable, eliminating the cur-
rent $22 million annual deficit, with-
out imposing dramatic changes in ser-
vice or ticket prices.

“] have a fear that we will face the
prospect of an imposed solution —
imposed by financial reality,” Rhodes
said. “We have to find a more rational
way than we now have.”

Rhodes said working with the
advisory committee has changed
B.C. Ferries. He recognized the
sophistication of island residents in
analyzing and defining the ferry ser-
vice.

He said B.C. Ferries had under-
estimated the impact of ferry service
on island businesses.

He welcomed the work done by
the committee to date, which estab-
lishes values by which ferry service
can be measured.

“Our vision has been changed by
your input,” he said.

He suggested the executive com-
mittee of B.C. Ferries’ board of direc-
tors should meet with advisory com-
mittee members, and urged commit-
tee members to stay with the project
through the next phase, which is to
develop recommendations for ferry
service in the future.

SPRING
SALE

o]

SPECIAL

in the Lancer Building
Ganges

QUALIFIED HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Serving the health and beauty needs

of islanders for over 30 years.
1995 STORE OF THE YEAR

IPS PHARMASAVE

Maureen & 104 Lower Ganges Rd
Wendy 537-5534

Dolanders Wa'zéc'«q & L’c’a{lng- 70«?654%

"\

P Ecantt Satcoges

M.A. (Couns. Psych.) CGCA

COUNSELLING
and

MOVEMENT PSYCHOTHERAPY

o Life Transitions  Identity ® Abuse
e Existential Crisis ® Relationships ® Women’s Issues
* Emotional Pain * Meaning-Making

537-2536

#204 Lancer Bldg., 321 Lower Ganges Road u

TR T

BARRISTERS + SOLICITORS + NOTARIES PUBLIC

Serving Saanich Peninsula and the Gulf Islands for 23 years

i ;;” .
| willshrusts/estates
commercial litigation
/personal injury

real estate/condomi

Tel: 537-9951 Fax: 537-1916

Ganges Centre, Ganges, B.C,,
~ Victoria office Tel: 389-0809

Sidney office Tel: 656-3961

SALT SPRING ISLAND
FULFORD HARBOUR - SWARTZ BAY

Effective May 17, 1996, the ferry schedule between

Fulford Harbour and Swartz Bay will change significantly.

Leave Leave
Fulford Harbour Swartz Bay
6:20 am 7:00 am
7:40 am 8:20 am
9:00 am 9:40 am
10:55 am 11:45 am
12:30 am 1:20 pm
2:20 pm 3:00 pm
3:45 pm 4:30 pm
5:10 pm 5:55 pm
6:35 pm 7:20 pm
8:35 pm 9:20 pm

K3 BC FERRICS
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This Saturday, May 18

MOUATS PARKING LOT

Come and see Sterling BBQ’s in action as local firefighters
put them to the test to raise money for Muscular Dystrophy

. BBQ

BEEF ON
A BUN

20L B
PROPANE

BOTTLE 12 NOON
With purchase of Sal'f Spring Firefightgrs
any full size Sterling =8 will be demonstrating
barbecue in stock @ their barbecuing skills
ON E DAY with all proceeds going

to Muscular Dystrophy

l@?\ includes
- pop or

ONLY

SATURDAY, MAY 18

coffee

STERLING 6

A\ /
Sterling
Demo Barbecue

Supplied courtesy Mouats

includes tank,
propane & cover

for the BBQ

Supplied courtesy
Thrifty Foods

YOUR CHOICE OF CUTS

1 4p421-213

\us
L 5“"’“‘0 BTu’g“ burner

e

rotisserie burner.
« Total cooking area
" §05sq.In.
diment tray and

PROCEEDS TO MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY

All food and barbecues supplied courtesy of Mouats and Thrifty Foods * Bhewing Stee!

MOUAT’S  (inyHome

hardware

VISA, MASTERCARD, HOMECARD MON. - SAT. 8:30-5:30, SUNDAY 10-4 537-5551
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Muzzled

It may not be obvious to most voters but few voices are
being heard other than those of the parties and the candi-
dates in the British Columbia election campaign. That’s
because anyone else who wishes to register their support or
otherwise, for parties or issues, has been gagged.

The provincial government last year introduced legislation
that imposes sweeping controls on the publication of infor-
mation during an election campaign. Bill 28, the British
Columbia Election Act, among other things, places a limit on
the amount of money that can be spent on non-candidate or
third-party election advertising, requires non-candidate
advertisers to obtain a permit to purchase advertising and
dictates that opinion poll results be published with full
details on how the poll was conducted.

The legislation is a gross violation of the principles of free
expression.

This week, this newspaper has published a full-page adver-
tisement designed to draw public attention to Bill 28.

Judging by the wording of the legislation, the ad qualifies
as third-party election adverticing because it “promotes or
opposes, directly or indirectly” the election of a party, by
urging voters to question candidates on Bill 28.

As such, it would be in violation of the law if several stipu-
lations within the bill were not adhered to:

» If it were to run eight times during the course of the cur-
rent election campaign the total value of the advertising
would exceed $5,000. That would make it illegal.

» If the newspaper had neglected to obtain official registra-
tion with Elections B.C,, in other words apply for “permis-
sion” to run the ad, it would have been illegal.

* If the ad did not contain the name of an official sponsor
and his telephone number, it would have been illegal.

Regulations such as these are what one would expect to
find in countries where democracy is a foreign concept,
where freedom of speech is reserved for those who hold
power. That a province of Canada, a country that enjoys one
of the most effective democracies in the world, should be
free to adopt such legislation is a chilling reminder of the
fragility of our freedoms.

The $5,000 limit may sound like a lot of money, but it
doesn’t buy much space in a province-wide advertising cam-
paign. For example, the cost of the B.C. Teachers’
Federation’s recent “Myth-Reality” campaign went well into
six figures.

Bill 28 doesn’t stop with limitations on third-party election
advertising.

It exerts stringent controls on the publishing of election
poll results, stipulating that certain information about the poll
must appear when the poll results are first published. A rea-
son given for these controls is that the public needs protec-
tion from inaccurate or incomplete information. This is remi-
niscent of the 1937 attempt by the government of Alberta to
control the news. The Accurate News and Information Act
was introduced for the same reason: protection of an unwit-
ting public by a benevolent, all-knowing government.

None of these limits is likely to withstand legal action. The
Alberta legislation was struck down by the courts, as was
more recent federal legislation that tried to bar non-candidate
advertising during a general election.

But the provincial government has very conveniently
brought in this legislation late enough in its mandate that
there hasn’t been sufficient time to complete a court chal-
lenge before the election.

The federal government attempted to limit third-party elec-
tion advertising to $1,000 in 1993 as a means to restrict the
role of money in unfairly influencing election outcomes. But
the National Citizens Coalition won a judgment against the
law after the courts found the limits were not sufficiently
important to outweigh a constitutionally-protected right or
freedom.

A private citizen launched legal action last November
against the B.C. legislation and it appears unlikely that the
bill can survive the challenge. In the meantime the freedom
of private individuals and organizations to speak out about
election issues is being muzzled.

This is an issue for which election candidates must be held
to account. Tampering with the freedom to bring public
issues to the fore is a serious matter, particularly during an
election campaign, the key component to the democratic
process.

The Election Act is in sore need of amendment.

PLEASE PARDON US LOCALS...

WERE A BITEDGY OVERTHE .~
NEW FERRY SCHEDULE-ITS |

D ETWwWaaD

TRAUMATIZED OUR ISLAND'S
NATURAL RHYTHMS /

OCP brings some order to chaos
despite its faults and weaknesses

By JOHN LAMMERS

It’s a bit much: the world is in
a state of turmoil, the nation may
become unravelled and the
province is in the throes of a
nasty election.

VIEW
POINT

preferences, lifestyles, interests,
agendas and opinions (some of
which are hardly conducive to
the common good) that have
been regurgitated in the commu-
nity in countless meetings and

Locally, the draft of a badly-
needed blueprint for the guided evoluticn of our
island is subjected by some vilification, diatribes,
spiteful and silly anonymous full-page ads and
even dire threats of “scorched earth” tactics during
frontier-type meetings. Much of this acrimony
seems to be generated in the name of “defence of
freedom” and the prerogatives of land ownership
which some think convey no less than a God-
given right to act on and with one’s property as
one pleases regardless of the interests and well-
being of the community at large.

The uproar makes one wonder
why these irrepressible critics
obey any of the regulations

briefs over the past 10 years or
SO,

This is not to say that there is nothing controver-
sial in the plan or that it is free from faults and
weaknesses. Indeed, the time frame for public
input is (was?) askew and the handling of this
input leaves things to be desired from a public
relations standpoint. But orderly fine-tuning
through public scrutiny and consultation will help
the OCP evolve. There is a clear commitment to
this consultation process in the “reader’s guide”
and “highlights™ described in the first section of
the plan, while pages five to 16
(introduction and objectives) give
a lucid summary of the plan’s

designed to keep a country func-
tioning in an orderly fashion and
meekly submit to having their
freedom curtailed by taking a
driver’s test and carrying a
licence to operate their personal
property (automobile) and obedi-
ently refrain from driving
through a red light.

Freedom requires discipline

Freedom requires
discipline and
careful thought,
spelling every
detail out before
taking action...

whys and wherefores, leaving lit-
tle to find fault with unless one is
totally opposed to anything that
has to do with the Islands Trust.
The current version of the OCP is
a first draft as is stated on each
page. The old saying “the soup is
never eaten as hot as when it is
first dished up” applies. It will
cool.

and careful thought, spelling
every detail out before taking
action, always keeping in mind that one person’s
freedom ends where another’s begins. As I see it,
this current OCP draft attempts to address just that.
In any responsible planning all possible contingen-
cies must be foreseen, painstakingly analyzed and
come to grips with, while the ultimate goal of the
plan, (in this case the province’s and the Islands
Trust’s object and mandate) must be kept foremost
in mind. It’s like designing a house or a subdivi-
sion; everything to the last nail, fitting and foot-
path must have a place and a purpose to make it
safe, lasting and comfortable — ask the develop-
ers.

The new OCP, for the first time, creates some
order in the chaos and multitude of individual

We have two choices, folks —
one is to give the Trust (and the
province) a vote of confidence for pursuing their
mandate in an orderly fashion, the process sup-
ported by us in a thoughtful, constructive and
courteous manner, The other is to mercilessly and
thoughtlessly obstruct serious community planning
thus creating a slide into degrading urban/subur-
ban sprawl with every person for him or herself.
Consider that there is a tomorrow with a fully-
expected influx of many thousands of people to
this island. Consider that obstructing this plan after
absorbing at least the contents of its first section is
akin to driving through a red light. Both actions
invite disaster.

The writer lives on Salt Spring Island.
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OPINION

We Asked: Do you know any sailf;zg times for the new Fulford-Swartz Bay schedule?

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 1996 o A9

John Cade

Probably most of them
because I had to design a new
bus schedule to meet them.

5

Marjorie Lomas
Yes. The 9:30 leaves at 9, the
1:10 coming back leaves at
1:20, the 11 o’clock is five
minutes to —I think.

Pat Daniel
1 did look at it but I don’t know
them all by heart. I know the
current ones I have used —
every hour and a half.

Renee Kreeft
I do know the morning one is at 6:20
instead of 6:30 which throws off all the
others. You can't do the 2:15 p.m. 1o
(connect with) the 3 p.m. Swartz Bay to
Tsawwassen and the 8:15 p.m. to (con-
nect with) the 9 p.m. to Tsawwassen,

Bill Rhodes
There’s an earlier sailing and
I think there is one more sail-
ing added. I’'m not sure.

Letters to the Editor

OCP Letters -
Page 21

Moving service

Last week, I returned to Salt
Spring from an overseas trip and
learned that the fifth annual
Interfaith Earth Day service was
to be held on Sunday.

Despite jet lag, I didn’t want to
miss it, and I wasn’t disappoint-
ed. For me, it was the most spe-
cial celebration of its kind 1 have
witnessed. An atmosphere of rev-
erence and unity was created,
aided in no small part by the
lovely setting of the secondary
school multi-purpose room with
its high ceilings and greenery
shimmering through the sur-
rounding windows.

The weaving of music, readings
and talks from the Christian,
Jewish, Wiccan, Baha’i, Buddhist
and Yoga spiritual traditions was
echoed by each contributor mov-
ing one of the coloured ribbons
attached to a small fir in the centre
of the room in a weaving fashion.

The Tuned Air choir led by
Bruce Ruddell was in excellent
form. The music soared and flut-
tered and modulated. It is
always a treat to watch Bruce’s
increasing enthusiasm of move-
ment as he directs them. There
was prayer, singing, chanting,
and the sharing of fruit and
bread.

The service closed with a Sufi
dance, led by Rev. Sharon Cooke,
where we had the experience of
moving along the circle, gazing
into the eyes of one person at a
time, singing “From you I
receive, to you I give. Together
we share. For this we live.”

My only worry was that I
would start to cry if I looked into
the eyes of a close friend. When I
got to Joyce McLean, I lost it and
continued to weep my way
around the rest of the circle. I
tried to chalk it up to jet lag, but
the truth is the whole service was
very moving and this just capped

ISLANDS HERITAGE
REALTY INC.

the experience of unity.
LINDA KAVELIN POPOV,
Sun Eagle Drive

Friend to all

On April 20 we said farewell to
Howard Byron, a friend to us all.

The church was filled with
hundreds of islanders who came
to pay their last respects to a man
who earned the respect of every
person present. There can be no
more fitting send-off than to see
such a collection of diverse
lifestyles and backgrounds gath-
ered together. People of all ages
and walks of life knew and cared
for this man.

It was obvious to me that with-
out prejudice, Howard had
touched us all. I, like many others,
found it difficult to get through
Amazing Grace without tears for
our loss, and reminiscences of his
love of life, music and conversa-
tion.

For many of us, Howard held a
strength and clarity of direction;
he knew when to stand his
ground, and when to walk away.
He had no cause to promote, or
axe to grind. He was a gentleman.
He cared for, and about, people.
He cared for and respected the
opinions of others, while trying to
make the force of his convictions
known to those who would take
the time.

After the ceremony, upon
returning to work, I took off my
jacket and tugged the forget-me-
not bloom out of the lapel. Not
wanting to forget him, I looked
for a suitable book to press it in,
that I might hold onto or preserve
this memory for the rest of my
life.

On my desk all I could find
was a well-thumbed copy of the
new community plan draft, and
promptly decided that it'd have to
do. Hesitating for a moment
before closing the book on the
blossom, I wondered if there was
a place in there for Howard’s phi-
losophy of life, and if we couldn’t
learn from him what this place is
all about.

He always felt that people
would learn to get along with
each other, make the best of what
they had and be fair and under-
standing in dealing with each
other — all virtues which we
could learn to live by.

I only knew Howard for the
past 16 years, but whether we’d
known him a minute or a lifetime,
he left his indelible mark on our
hearts and souls.

We’re all the better for having
known him.

CHRIS SCHMAH,
Ensilwood Road

MORE LETTERS A10

We hope you

have an accident free
spring, but if you don't
competent help that will
focus on your recovery
is available.

We serve the
Gulf Islands by appointment
on Salt Spring Island.

Initial consultation is free.

ACHESON & COMPANY

Trial Lawyers
Personal injury only

400-535 Yates Street
Victoria, B.C. VBW 276

Toll Free 1-800-667-4611
Farcimila 184531572
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CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT

HIGHLAND WATER & SEWER
LOCAL SERVICE COMMITTEE

ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, May 21, 1996 at 7:00 pm
at the Fernwood Elementary School
150 Fernwood Road, Salt Spring Island, BC

PUBLIC WELCOME

official, Mouats

Sunday 10-4 beginning

Mouat’s breaks tradition...

FINALLY OPEN SUNDAYS

AFTER 89 YEARS!"!
Well Barb...it's

main store will be open
Really...

Now that
didn't take
long did it?

this weekend until
Labour

Day.

MOUAT’S @lome

VISA, MASTER, HOMECARD 537-5551
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