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Luck of the draw 
Anne Isbister, left, gets kick out of showing 
off crib hand during a game with Fern 
Haworth. It was only a 28 hand but she got 
one twice in the same afternoon. Both 

times Isbister dealt herself three fives and a 
face card, and both times Haworth cut 
another five. The two have been playing 
crib together for nearly 30 years, mo*trio*MUMS 

'"Employees vent their anger, 
hostility at special meeting 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

Gulf Islands school trustees 
were in the line of fire last 
Wednesday as employees, stu­
dents and parents converged on 
the school board office to express 
anger over the budget crisis. 

Trustees met to hear about and 
approve a revised "budget reduc­
tion plan" which will cut just over 
$625,000 from operating costs for 
the remainder of the school year. 
(See separate story, Page A20.) 

Board chairwoman Allisen 
Lambert wasted no time accepting 
"absolute responsibility and 
accountability" for the deficit on 
behalf of the board. But accep­
tance of responsibility did not dif­
fuse much of the anger destined 
for ventilation. 

Trustees endured waves of hos­
tile comments and questions 
throughout a three-hour meeting. 

Several CUPE employees out­
lined their resentment about bear­
ing the brunt of cost reductions, 
not only this year but during past 
"restraint" phases. Many said their 
trust, loyalty and morale had been 
seriously eroded by their experi­
ence with the district and its deci­
sion-makers. 

Long-time district employee 
Dorothy Kyle said she had wit­
nessed a "roller coaster ride" of 
positions cut, sometimes restored, 
re-titled or modified. Several 
CUPE-staffed services had not 
recovered from the round of June 
1993 cutbacks. 

"It is time that the senior admin­
istration and the board of school 
trustees took a long hard look at the 
way they play with the lives of the 
people in their employ," she said. 

Thirteen-year district employee 

Judy Boylan said she has watched 
the board slash programs and posi­
tions and introduce new ones "appar­
ently without sufficient research or 
responsible fiscal planning." 

"Your mistakes are exacting an 
enormous toll in terms of morale 
and stress from all employee 
groups throughout this district. 
Your employees' moods run the 
gamut (often several times a day) 
from rage to powerless depression. 
This is not healthy for people who 
are desperately trying to help chil­
dren grow into whoever they can 
optimally become." 

Teachers also expressed anger 

about the budget deficit and its 
effects on students. 

Gulf Islands Teachers Association 
(GITA) president Larry Field said he 
had already bought art supplies with 
funds from his own pocket so he 
could conduct an art class at Salt 
Spring Elementary. 

Field said the board must 
explain why it could not accurate­
ly estimate expenditures or dis­
cover serious overspending until 
halfway through its fiscal year. 

"Why is the board reluctant to 
take responsiblity for this deficit 

ANGER A19 

TRUSTEES' ORDEAL: Charles Hingston holds his head in his 
hands as he and fellow school trustees listen to a litany of criti­
cisms by district staff last Wednesday. More than 60 people 
crowded into the board room to attend the special meeting. 

Hub terminal 
among ideas 
at ferries meet 
• Related stories—Pages A4, A5 
By VALORIE LENNOX 
Driftwood Staff 

Elimination of the Long 
Harbour and Fulford ferry termi­
nals, a hub terminal at Mayne with 
vessels radiating out to serve the 
other islands and a new terminal 
on the southeast corner of Salt 
Spring were among suggestions 
put forward last week by the new 
strategic plan advisory committee 
for ferry service. 

Committee members broke into 
three groups Saturday for a "brain-
storrning" session to design an ideal 
ferry service for the Gulf Islands. 
Each of the groups included repre­
sentatives from the five islands. 

Ray Lindsay of Saturna summa­
rized the suggestions from his 
group, which included: 
• A core service running in as 
straight a line as possible between 
Swartz Bay and Tsawwassen. 
Lindsay outlined two options for 
the core service. 

The first was to retain route 9 
(Gulf Islands-Tsawwassen) but 
schedule the route so that each sail­
ing had only two stops. If a ship 
sailed from Pender it would only 
make one stop at another island 
before reaching Tsawwassen. 

The second option was to elimi­
nate route 9 and replace it with a 
system in which all Gulf Island 
routes linked with Swartz Bay. 
Each sailing would only make two 
stops in the islands, including 
point of origin. Vessels sailing 
from Swartz Bay to Tsawwassen 
could include a stop in the islands. 
• Saturna to be served solely by a 
smaller ferry from Mayne. 
• Long Harbour and Fulford 
Harbour terminals to be replaced 
with a terminal near Beaver Point 
on Salt Spring to eliminate long 
sailings into inlets on Salt Spring. 

Similar ideas were proposed by the 
second group. Their plans included: 
• No more than three stops in the 
Gulf Islands per trip. 
• Development of Village Bay on 

Mayne as a central hub with runs 
connecting to Tsawwassen and 
Swartz Bay. Smaller, faster ships 
sailing with greater frequency 
would connect Village Bay with 
the other islands. 
• Closing of Long Harbour and 
Fulford Harbour on Salt Spring and 
development of a new terminal on 
Salt Spring at Cusheon Cove. 

The third group focused on reli­
ability and frequency of service. 
They suggested: 
• A central hub either at Village 
Bay or Otter Bay. The Long 
Harbour-Tsawwassen route would 
be retained, but would only stop at 
the hub port before sailing to 
Tsawwassen. Smaller vessels 
serving the islands would bring 
passengers to and from the hub. 
• Swartz Bay-Tsawwassen sailings 
would stop at the hub. An alterna­
tive could be a sailing from 
Swartz Bay to the hub and then a 
second vessel connecting the hub 
with Tsawwassen. 
• Another option divided the 
islands down the middle, with one 
service for Salt Spring and 
Galiano and one for Saturna, 
Mayne and the Pendens. 
• Eliminate ferry service to 
Satuma. Instead, connect Satuma 
by bridge to Mayne. 
• Establish a passenger-only ser­
vice between islands. 
• Limit travel for commercial 
vehicles to off-peak hours. 

The next step in die strategic plan­
ning process is to have the proposals 
assessed by B.C. Ferries for feasibili­
ty and cost Input from the public will 
be sought through a series of open 
houses to be held on the islands at the 
end of this month or early in March. • 

Salt Spring's Kathy Scarfo 
stressed that all of the ideas pro­
posed by group members were 
just concepts. "I wouldn't like to 
go back to Salt Spring having 
them think that I think (a terminal 
at) Cusheon Cove is a great idea." 

The advisory committee's next 
meeting is slated for the end of March. 

Highways blamed for 
mountain of problems 

Photo by Tony Richards 

By SUSAN LUNDY 
Driftwood Staff 

Only a superhuman effort will 
pacify the owner of Salt Spring's 
"Lois Lane." 

And judging from the outcome 
of a meeting last week with the 
Ministry of Transportation and 
Highways, that effort will be made. 

Lois Johnson, who lives at the 
comer of Upper and Lower Ganges 
roads, has been complaining to the 
highways ministry since June 
regarding road work that left her a 
mountain of problems and a steep 

driveway she calls Lois Lane. 
Last week, Johnson's garage was 

flooded with mud and her freezer, 
located in the garage, no longer 
works. During cold spells, her dri­
veway ices up and is inaccessible. 
Two cyclists have skidded over the 
bank and onto her property. She has 
lost two parking spots, brushes dan­
ger every time she enters or exits 
her driveway, and is faced with the 
sight of an ugly bank of dirt each 
time she opens her front door. 

HIGHWAYS A3 
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Fair Change 
Island Savings was buy ing U.S. cash on 

Tuesday a t t h e ra te o f 1.3879 

THAT'i NOTHING' OUR 
NEIGHBOUR SAYS SHE 
KNOWS SOMEONE WHO 
ONCE CAUGHT A 
QLIMP5E OF ONE OF 
HIS ORIGINALS ii 

Hecklers interrupt meeting, call for radical action 
By VALORIE LENNOX 
D r i f t w o o d Staff 

Disenchanted youths and dis­
gruntled adults took over 
Thursday's environmental forum, 
cutting short the scheduled speak­
ers and haranguing the crowd with 
demands for land and jobs. 

"We need to give Salt Spring a 
social conscience," one man shouted, 
complaining that the meeting was 
boring. He criticized the group for 
being unable to agree on the issue 
and for not acting on the changes 
which he felt needed to be made. 

"Talk! Talk! Talk!" he 
exclaimed in disgust, storming out 
of the meeting. 

Others verbally attacked both 
the committee and the approxi­
mately 80 people in attendance. 

The major heckling started mid­
way through the meeting after two 
of the four scheduled presenta­
tions had been completed. Briony 
Penn had summarized the major 
land issues which the environmen­
tal focus group had identified. 

Ann Humphries had presented a 
heritage-oriented slide show on 
the history of Salt Spring and 
brought in local architect Jonathan 
Yardley to stress the importance 
of preserving the island's heritage. 

Even at that point, it was clear the 
meeting was not going as planned. 
Several committee members were 
surprised by the style, scope and 
length of Humphries' presentation 

and there had been some mild heck­
ling from the crowd. 

David Shebib interrupted the 
speakers to announce that the 
problem lay in the control of soci­
ety by banks. 

Despite the disruptions, Kathy 
Reimer completed her summary of 
issues surrounding the preservation 
of freshwater resources. "If we 
carefully restore, protect and pre­
serve these water resources, there 
will be enough for all," she said. 

Like the other two speakers, she 
invited those present to fill out 
questionnaires and give their opin­
ion before leaving the meeting. 

Ian Kyle, slated to talk about 
shoreline issues, cut his speech 
short. "I agree with you. I'm bored 
stiff. Let's get on with it," he 
declared. He invited those in the 
audience to drop by one of the dis­
plays set up in the back of the 
room, discuss their concerns with 
people manning the displays and 
fill out a questionnaire. "Let's just 
get on with it. I'm tired of this." 

Chairman Arnold Budd defended 
the group's identification of environ­
mental issues. Issues must be identi­
fied in order to be targeted, he 
observed. "All I know is that when 
you go duck hunting, you don't go 
flock shooting, you pick out a duck." 

"I'm not sure about your analogy," 
someone called out from the crowd. 

Virginia Newman asked why 
there was no moratorium on 

Shoreline talk, walk planned 
A close look at the shoreline will be taken Tuesday, just before the 

Islands Trust meeting on the issue. 
Starting at 1:30 p.m. in the Grace Point Square conference centre, 

Brendan Holden will present a program on shoreline management. 
Holden is a senior hydraulic engineer and geomorphologist for the 
Ministry of Environment. 

Following Holden's talk, a shoreline walk will start at 3 p.m. from the 
Salt Spring Sailing Club at the bottom of Douglas Road. Participants are 
advised to wear boots. 

A workshop on shoreline issues will be held at 7 p.m. at the Anglican 
Centre as part of the Official Community Plan review. 

Freight firm's sale has 
no effect on islands 

The transfer of Sidney Freight to 
Vancouver-based Van Kam 
Freighrways will not affect Salt Spring 
Freight or Pender Island Freight 

Jerry Jackson, owner of all three 
companies, said he has sold Sidney 
Freight to Van Kam, which will 
use the company's Sidney depot. 
"Nothing will change as far as the 
customer is concerned." 

But Jackson plans to keep both 
of the island freight companies, 
which will be operated by his son-

in-law, Stephen Combs. 
"Salt Spring Freight will stay 

exactly the same," he said. "I had 
Salt Spring Freight before I even 
had Sidney Freight." He has been 
in the business 35 years and 
recalls driving the truck for Salt 
Spring Freight. 

He decided to sell Sidney 
Freight in order to semi-retire. The 
day-to-day operation of the Salt 
Spring and Pender Island compa­
nies will be handled by Combs. 

IfJslcincl f^lass 
Vacation at home 

in a custom 

SUNROOM 
Free estimates - call today! 

Shop located: Corner of Robinson & Upper Ganges Rd. 

ROY CRONIN 537-4545 

development while the revision of 
the community plan is under way. 

At that point, Shebib leapt to his 
feet and announced that his group 
was taking radical actions to force 
change. "We're not happy with 
the system. We're all controlled 
by the banks." 

But people in the audience tried to 
pull the meeting back on to its envi­
ronmental track. Sue Hiscocks tried 
to turn discussion to the issue of the 
Crofton mill. For years, she said, 
people on Salt Spring have tried to 
get the mill to "clean up their act." 

Islands Trust member Grace 
Byrne outlined the review process 
being used to update the Official 
Community Plan. "We're listen­
ing. We're going to use what 
you're saying to build the island 
that you and I want." 

Regional director Dietrich Luth 
promised to convey information 

from the meeting back to the 
Capital Regional District. 

Budd offered to open the meet­
ing to comments from the crowd 
before adjourning. The hecklers 
took full advantage, showering the 
group with complaints about pri­
vate ownership of land, the sys­
tem, lack of jobs for youth and 
criticizing the process being used 
to review the community plan. 

"If you're going to get something 
together, you've got to do it proper­
ly," one speaker charged. Doing it 
properly means doing it for others 
and not just for one's self, he added. 
"Cause if you're doing it for your­
self, then pack it in." 

David Shebib complained that 
his 15-year-old son can't find a 
decent job and that other young 
people can't get meaningful jobs. 
"I'm opposed to the whole system." 

"The ownership of land is really 

Howe Sound Queen off Friday 
B.C. Ferries is warning travellers that sailing waits are anticipated on 

the Vesuvius-Crofton ferry during the next three weeks. 
On Friday, the Howe Sound Queen will be replaced by the much small­

er Vesuvius Queen, while the former is off for refit. The replacement ves­
sel carries only 32 vehicles compared to the Howe Sound Queen's 70. 

The larger vessel is expected back on the run by February 22. 

GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED BONDS FOR YOUR 

Steve 
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Get off to a Good Start 
on Spring Clean-Up! 

Husqvarna LTH125 Tractor* j 
Hydrostatic transmission, turf saver tires, 
42" cut mower. Reg. $2239.00 SAVE $334.00 199500 

Matching 17 cu. yd. Dump Trailer STOOGE 
Reg. $449.00 SAVE $110.00 i J O v Reg 
* Optional grass catcher kit available 

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT 
537-4202 122 Upper Ganges Rd. at Mon.-Fr. 9 - 5 

the head of Ganges Harbour Closed Sat. during Jan. & Feb. 

a fallacy," another youth 
observed. The crowd was told that 
the land base is a lie and owner­
ship is false. "We have no place to 
be where we are free." 

Another youth screamed his out­
rage over his inability to find a job. 
He wanted land where he could 
grow food or he would be forced 
to leave the island, he said. The 
microphone amplified his rage, 
disturbing a night school class in 
an adjoining wing of the school. 

At that point, the meeting was 
adjourned. Several people had 
walked out but those still present vis­
ited the various displays on shore­
line, land use, heritage and freshwa­
ter conservation to collect informa­
tion and record their opinions. 

S A L T S P R I N G 
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ROAD WORK CREATES PROBLEMS: Lois Johnson looks down 
on problems created by road work in front of her Ganges 
property, which now lies at the foot of a steep embankment 
at the corner of Upper and Lower Ganges roads. The road on 
which she is standing used to be at the same level as the drive­
way in front of her home. mou>byT«yii>terdi 

Krayenhoff Renovations Ltd. 
Custom Homes 

'What your mind can conceive, 
our hands can create." 

Meror 537-9355 

H I G H W A Y S W Rebuilt intersection creates problems 
From Page A1 

The Highways project on Upper 
Ganges Road last June used a 
large quantity of fill to eliminate a 
severe dip in the road. But while 
motorists may appreciate the 
smoother ascent on to Lower 
Ganges Road, the road work 
resulted in a greatly changed 
access to Johnson's home, which 
now sits in the centre of a "bowl" 
and can only be reached either 
side via a steep driveway. 

Drainage problems occur from a 
constant oozing 
of water and 
mud from the 
bank on to the 
driveway, leav­
ing a "slippery, 
mucky mess." 
Access to the 
driveway is dan­
gerous because there are no visible 
guidelines for cars approaching or 
leaving the property up and down 
the steep grade. ' 

"I was under the belief there 
should have been more of a 
plateau before the front of the car 
was extended out on to the road," 
Johnson said in a letter to the min­
istry, dated June 2. "I also don't 
believe that any large emergency 
vehicle could rum right down the 
driveway." 

This letter was accompanied by 
a dozen phone calls, but the min­
istry did not respond until island 
lawyer James Pasuta sent a letter, 
dated January 10. 

In the letter Pasuta noted there 
is a "direct causal relationship" 

between the road work and 
Johnson's problems and therefore 
legal action "based on negligence 
would succeed quite handily." 

Pasuta's letter resulted in a 
meeting with area manager Mark 
Stevens at Johnson's home 
January 24. 

"He asked what we wanted and 
we said the same things we've 
always said," Johnson noted. "It 
really annoys me that I had to put 
out my own money and go get a 
lawyer" before the ministry would 

respond. 
Stevens told 

the Driftwood 
that drainage 
work, the 
"major source" 
of Johnson's 
p r o b l e m s , 
would begin at 

the site next week. Better 
drainage should eliminate the run­
off of mud and water and lessen 
the chance of icy build-ups. 

"When we did the construction 
we must have hit a spring," 
Stevens said. "In the summer, the 
water wasn't coming out, but once 
the rains started 

Stevens said each of Johnson's 
complaints would be dealt with. 
Black and white delineation marks 
will be installed along the top 
edge of the driveway, providing 
visual aid to those entering and 
exiting the property. 

A new hydro-seed mixture 
including wildflowers will be 
sprayed on to the bank and "hope­
fully lessen its visual impact." 

Access to the drive­
way is dangerous 

because there are no 
visible guidelines. 

PROBLEM? 
(no problem!) 

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING SUPPLY STORE 
Come in and see us for parts & free advice 

from a professional! 

LEE THE PLUMBER'S WAREHOUSE 

537-1068 
Mon. - Sat. 8ish -5ish • 105 McPhillips Ave., Ganges 

10. HOUR EMERGENCY REPAIR* 

An engineering staff "warrant 
calculation" which considers 
slopes, speed limits and prevail­
ing weather conditions did not 
prioritize the area for installation 
of barriers, Stevens said. 
However, staff would be "revisit­
ing the barrier issue" to re-exam­
ine the situation. 
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New ferries advisory group 
is not a PR ruse, says Rhodes 

Public participation in planning 
ferry service is not a public rela­
tions ruse, B.C. Ferries president 
Frank Rhodes told members of the 
strategic plan advisory committee. 

"The work you undertake is mean­
ingful and will directly impact the 
future of B.C. Ferries," Rhodes said 
at the group's first meeting Friday. 

"We are now at a critical junc­
ture. We have to change the way 
we do business." 

The first step is revising the cor­
poration's strategic plans, based 
on advice from stakeholder groups 
like the Gulf Islands committee. A 
new budget framework is being 
developed, based on 10-year capi­
tal plans, and the organization is 
being evaluated and restructured. 

One reason for the change is the 
gradual loss of provincial govern­
ment subsidies. For the first 30 to 35 
years of its operation, B.C. Ferries 
relied on taxes to cover capital costs 
and had operating shortfalls covered 
by the provincial government. 

Since 1990, B.C. Ferries has 
lost $25 million in subsidy sup­
port. At the same time, the corpo­
ration has assumed responsibility 
for its own capital debt, which 
increased from zero to $35 million 
between 1990 and 1995. 

Coping with these changes is, 
Rhodes said, "one of the untold 
financial success stories of B.C. 
Ferries." 

Eventually, B.C. Ferries is to join 
the ranks of B.C. Rail, B.C. Crown 
Printing and B.C. Lottery 
Corporation as a self-sufficient 
Crown corporation. B.C. Ferries is 
moving towards a more commercial­
ized operation by introducing season­
al variations in fares, larger gift shops 
on ships and more innovative use of 
the corporation's revenue base. 

While attempting to put its opera­
tions on a more businesslike basis, 

Rhodes said the corporation must also 
meet increasing demands for service. 
Only the sailings between Vancouver 
Island and the Mainland show a prof­
it. All others operate at a loss. 

The Vancouver Island-Mainland 
routes generated a $17 million prof­
it last year, while the Sunshine 
Coast routes required an $18 mil­
lion subsidy, the mid-coast/northem 
routes a $17 million subsidy and the 
Gulf Islands a $23 million subsidy. 

When those figures were chal­
lenged, Rhodes offered to have 
them analyzed by independent 
accountants to demonstrate to the 
committee that the losses are real. 
"It is not voodoo economics 
which produces loss or a profit. 

One reason for the 
change is the gradual 

loss of provincial 
government subsidies. 

The dollars out are much greater 
than the dollars in." 

Bob Culmer of North Pender 
disagreed with the concept of a 
commercially-oriented ferry ser­
vice. The Gulf Islands routes 
could be made profitable if only a 
single ship served all the islands, 
but that would not meet the need. 

Geoff Gay lor of Galiano agreed. 
"It's an essential service. To look 
at that as a business — I don't 
understand that. It's not a subsidy 
in my mind. We have to have a 
service that works." 

Ray Lindsay of Saturna said 
B.C. Ferries never discusses the 
"subsidy" to B.C. shipyards by 
having the superferries built in 
B.C. instead of constructed for less 
elsewhere. He also noted B.C. 
Ferries workers are highly paid but 

doubted their productivity mea­
sured up to private-sector workers. 

"I'm very proud of the workers 
of B.C. Ferries. I don't want to see 
a black hat on the employees," 
Rhodes said. 

Many people don't realize that 
the numbers of crew on each ship 
are set by Coast Guard standards. 
In addition to whatever job they 
may perform on the ship, each has 
a marine emergency duty certifi­
cate and is expected to deal with 
any emergencies at sea. 

He agreed with Lindsay's asser­
tion that B.C. Ferries is under-cap­
italized. "We are eating our equi­
ty," he noted. 

"If we built a vessel a year for the 
next 10 years, the average age of our 
fleet would be the same — 25 years." 

He defended having the superfer­
ries built in B.C. Although a bid from 
a Louisiana firm was $40 million 
less, building the two ferries in the 
province generated far more local 
economic benefits than the additional 
cost. Since completing the superfer­
ries, the Western Canada Marine 
Group has received $50 million in 
orders from other countries for ships, 
based on the experience it gained. 

B.C. Ferries' operation has 
drawn delegations from Europe, 
who want to see the system in 
action. Tsawwasssen, Rhodes 
said, "is the only ferry terminal in 
the world that can turn a ship 
around as fast as it does." 

B.C. Ferries is now getting 
requests from small growing com­
munities on the north coast who 
have not had ferry service in the 
past. For Rhodes, the importance of 
ferry service was driven home when 
he asked a resident of one of those 
communities how ferry service 
would benefit their community. 

The answer was simple. "Fresh 
milk for kids." 

Comiruttee debates ferry philosophy 
Fear is predicted to spur the flow 

of people from the cities to the Gulf 
Islands. Should the ferry service 
make it easier for them to come? 

That question recurred repeated­
ly Friday and Saturday during 
debate on ferry service by the new 
advisory committee. 

Charged with coming up with 
plans for ferry service over the 
next decade, the 27 committee 
members wondered if improving 
service would accelerate develop­
ment on the islands. 

One member predicted increased 
crime in the cities will lead to more 
people wanting to move to the 
islands, which are safer in part 
because they are linked to larger 
centres by ferry. Few criminals 
want to risk a wait for the next sail­
ing to escape the scene of a crime. 

Another observed that in keeping 
with the Islands Trust mandate to 
preserve the Gulf Islands, ferry ser­
vice should be kept to a minimum. 

Islands Trust representative Sonja 
Taiji said the Trust's transportation 
statement does not say ferry service 
should be provided after demand 
exists while other group members 
noted growth on the islands is con­
trolled by strict zoning. 

But Salt Spring resident Drew 
Thorburn said there are fears on Salt 
Spring that more frequent ferry ser­
vice will lead to the island becoming 
a suburb of Saanich, with many 
commuting to jobs in Victoria. 

Similar concerns were expressed 
by Geoff Gay lor of Galiano, who 
said that island is only half devel­
oped. There are fears that service 
beyond strictly essential levels will 
lead to faster development. 

During a discussion of high­
speed, passenger-only ferries, 

Saturna trustee John Money said 
such ferries could change the char­
acter of the community. "It's fine 
to have the optimum service but 
we have to consider the impact on 
our communities." 

Thorburn asked if the ferry corpo­
ration determined the level of service 
by the demands of the customer or 
by the desires of the community. 

B.C. Ferries representative Jeanette 
McKay said the corporation's strate­
gic plan commits B.C. Ferries to sup­
porting community plans. 

A survey of Saturna residents 
showed 75 per cent thought ferry ser­
vice should be neutral in the develop­
ment issue, neither encouraging nor 
discouraging development 

Taiji suggested a recommenda­
tion should be sent to B.C. Ferries 
that the aspirations of each com­
munity be considered when sup­
plying ferry service. 

From their discussion, advisory 
committee members established a 
statement of purpose for the com­
mittee and a statement of mission. 

The statement of purpose 
declared: "Working in a collabora­
tive manner to develop a well 
understood, broadly supported 
strategic plan for the future ferry 
service in the southern gulf islands." 

The draft mission, which they 
hoped B.C. Ferries would adopt, 
stated: "B.C. Femes, while provid­
ing a safe, efficient, reliable and 
essential transportation link between 
Mainland areas, Vancouver Island 
and the southern gulf islands, will 
strive to develop for its customers 
scheduling, facilities and a fleet in 
concert with the aspirations of each 
affected community." 

In addition to devising those two 
statements during their initial dis­

cussion, group members suggested 
a representative from a small "satel­
lite" island without ferry service be 
invited to join the committee. 

Thoibum noted there is a great 
deal of public skepticism about the 
advisory committee. He hoped 
B.C. Ferries would use the input 
from the group and from the pub­
lic when open houses are held. 

"It's very difficult to overcome 
the cynics on the island," he said. 
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Late sailings, poor connections 
common concerns of members 
By VALORIE LENNOX 
Driftwood Staff 

Reliable ferry service. 
That was the major demand 

from 25 Gulf Islands residents 
who gathered in Central Saanich 
last Friday and Saturday for the 
first meeting of the strategic plan 
advisory committee. 

Participants from Salt Spring, 
Galiano, Saturna, Mayne and the 
Pendens aired their gripes over B.C. 
Ferries service to their islands. The 
informal survey revealed many 
common concerns, including late 
sailings, missed connections and 
poor inter-island service. 
From Salt Spring: 

Ferry scheduling committee 
member Kathy Scarfo said fares 
should be consistent for all routes 
and the subsidy level for each 
route should be clarified. 
• Essential services should receive 
priority boarding but there should 
not be assured boarding based on 
payment of an additional fee. 
• More options for cargo delivery, 
including off-hour dangerous 
cargo sailings. 
• Each terminal should have 
enough parking for one sailing 
load. Faster vessels would 
increase sailing frequency and 
allow more traffic to be carried. 

"When I came here six years 
ago, you could set your watch by 
the ferry service. For whatever 
reason, it has deteriorated," busi­
ness representative Neville 
Atkinson said. 
• Passengers must turn up at 6 
a.m. for a 6:40 a.m. departure. The 
ferry doesn't start loading until 
6:40 a.m. and then leaves late. 
(Several other speakers echoed 
this complaint.) 
• On the Fulford-Swartz Bay 
route, heavy trucks are loaded first 
and let off first. This results in cars 
following these slow, cumbersome 
vehicles for 22 km on a twisting, 
hilly island road. 

Glen Champion, representing 
non-resident property owners, 
called for a direct sailing from 
Long Harbour to Tsawwassen, 
especially on Sunday evenings. 
• Ferries should be scheduled to 
allow connections. The Fulford 
ferry should link with the sailings 
between Vancouver Island and the 
Mainland. Passengers in transit to 
or from the Gulf Islands through 
Tsawwassen or Swartz Bay should 
have guaranteed loading on their 
next sailing. 
From Pender Island: 

Resident Patrick Brown sug­
gested fast, passenger-only sail­
ings between the islands aboard 
large water taxis to strengthen 
island businesses and enhance cul­
tural life. 

Non-resident property owner 
Graham Leggett said it is impossi­
ble to do business on Pender dur­
ing one day after sailing from the 
Lower Mainland, since the gov­
ernment office closes at noon and 
the ferry doesn't arrive until noon. 
• There is little liaison between 
ferry crew and terminal staff, 
resulting in some cars ending up 
on the wrong ferry and creating 
delays. Passengers should board 
and disembark via a walkway and 
not block the car deck. 
From Saturna: 
• A survey showed 82 per cent of 
Saturna residents do not use inter-
island service. 
• They want B.C. Ferries to be the 
service provider and the govern­
ment to live up to its long-stand­
ing policy of subsidizing ferry 
service. 
From Galiano: 

"Any delay in one ferry now 
sets back two or three other fer­
ries," business representative 
Geoff Gaylor remarked. 
• Volunteers working for emer­
gency services, such as the ambu­
lance, should receive priority load­
ing to ensure they are back on the 
island for their shifts. 
• The commercial rate structure 
was recently increased without any 
consultation with island business­
es. Such businesses are providing 
essential services to residents and 
often find it difficult to survive. 
From Mayne Island: 
•Travellers arrive 45 minutes early 
for reserved service from 
Tsawwassen to Mayne. B.C. 
Ferries should then leave on time. 
• Cost of ferry fares questioned. 
Why does it cost so much more to 
reach the Mainland than Swartz 
Bay, when the distance from 
Mayne Island is the same? 
Overall Gulf Islands: 

Islands Trust representative 
Sonja Taiji of Mayne noted the 
basing of ferries at Swartz Bay 
made the early-morning trip from 
Swartz Bay and the late-evening 
trip back almost "deadhead runs." 
• B.C. Ferries should not be able 
to increase fares without advance 
notice. Since B.C. Ferries is a 
monopoly, there should be a regu­
lating body to review and approve 
fare increases. 
• B.C. Ferries and B.C. Transit 
should coordinate schedules to 
provide transit service for ferry 
foot passengers. 

School trustee Ken Lee advo­
cated passenger service between 
the Outer Islands and Ganges to 
allow people to reach education 
and health services. At present, it 
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Outer Islands Capital Region 
director Jacques Campbell said 
she found inter-island travel frus­
trating, since it takes her 14 hours 
to reach Galiano. Even a once-a-
week connection allowing a work­
ing day trip to each of the islands 
would be helpful, she said. 

B.C. Ferries representative Len 
Roueche said a high-speed, passen­
ger-only service was suggested five 
years ago but received little support 
in the islands. B.C. Ferries has not 
reviewed scheduling of its connec­
tions with B.C. Transit, he added. 
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Focus is on fanatics 
E nvironmentalists can be an independent lot. 

Instead of fitting into the Island's Trust series of focus work­
shops, the environmental focus group decided to hold its own se­
ries of public workshops. 

After last Thursday, we hope they are reconsidering that deci­
sion. 

Before the meeting, the group had put many hours into research­
ing and debating environmental issues on Salt Spring. The dis­
plays in each comer of the high school's multi-purpose room testi­
fied to their effort. 

So why was the meeting, in the words of more than one observ­
er, a fiasco? 

There were two basic problems. The first was lack of coopera­
tion within the group. If guidelines had been established before the 
meeting, there was no sign of it. No effort was made to choose 
speakers skilled at conveying concepts to a crowd. 

The audience became restless as the meeting droned on, with no 
coherent, unified message coming from the official speakers. Even 
before the first whine was loosed by the hecklers, the focus group 
was losing control of the meeting. 

The second problem was a highly vocal and unreasonable group 
of hecklers, who seized mastery over the meeting in part because 
of the focus group's lack of focus. Surrendering the microphone to 
the strident group did nothing but drive away some of the saner 
members of the audience. 

Driven by rage, the hecklers weren't joining in an environmental 
debate. Most were loudly putting the blame for their less-than-per-
fect lives on society instead of where it belonged - on themselves. 

Unfortunately, issues like environment tend to draw wingnuts 
more surely than a magnet. Like abortion, environment is one of 
those explosive issues which breeds fanaticism on both sides of 
the debate. 

For a clue to what could happen at a public meeting, members 
of the focus group might have looked at the barely concealed dis­
sension within their own ranks and projected that outward. Or they 
could have recalled the hostility which greeted the environmental­
ly-sensitive shoreline bylaw at last August's public hearing. 

That hearing showed there are still many people who do not ac­
cept the importance of environmental issues. If the environmental 
focus group wants to draw some of these people into the debate — 
and they should — they cannot afford to appear incompetent or 
unreasonable. 

Hecklers shouting insults do nothing to enhance the legitimate 
efforts of the focus group. Such incidents can only blacken their 
reputation. 

It is especially important for this group to fit into the mainstream 
process. Their recommendations will touch many aspects of the 
community plan and may have a large impact on island lifestyles. 

Instead of going it alone, we suggest they come back into the 
fold and work with Islands Trust planner Linda Adams to make 
their workshop meetings part of the overall series. 

Of bridges and barges 
Cynics can be excused for having low expectations of the new 

process to plan local ferry service, a process that got under 
way Friday. As anyone familiar with the history knows, neither 
long-term planning nor community consultation have had a high 
priority for the B.C. Ferry Corporation. 

Evidence surfaced late last year that a change was coming. Last 
week saw the change. 

Over two days, 27 committee members discussed everything 
from the philosophy of ferry service to the order in which vehicles 
are loaded on to ferries. Delegates unfamiliar with road-building 
costs (and Salt Spring) went as far as to propose new terminals in 
the Beaver Point area. 

A bridge to Satuma from Mayne and a curious sort of mother-
barge made up of smaller baby barges were two more suggestions 
advanced. But the cynics should not let the more imaginative ideas 
influence their judgment of the process. There were many more 
proposals that merit more than a second look, the most promising 
being the hub concept (though it wasn't the first time that Village 
Bay has been touted as such a hub). 

At this point the real news is that a structure is now in place to 
address our present and future ferry transportation needs. Let's put 
aside our doubts and give the committee a chance. Let's celebrate 
the birth of a long-awaited, much-needed process. 

A correspondent writes from 
Sunset Village in the year 2026 

Unit 250, Sunset Village, 
Salt Spring Commune, 
Pacific North West, 
Canadus 
January 6, 2026 

VIEW 
POINT 
BY P A T T I 
C R E G S O M 

My Dear Andy, 
I can hardly believe another year has gone by. 

Would you believe they have actually completed 
the railway after 10 years of arguing and bickering 
over what gradient the wretched thing can or can­
not achieve. In the six years that we've been con­
nected to it, it hasn't yet managed to leave our vil­
lage of Sunset and arrive in Harbour village (where 
Ganges used to be) on time, not even once. 

Mind you, the Femwooders are going to be in 
trouble now. They always put their good health 
down to the fact that they had to cycle to Harbour. 
Now they have to take no more exercise than cy­
cling to the station. 

And what a station it is! I told 
you about the carpenter extraordi­
naire who was always moaning 
about the tourists in the old town 
of Ganges? Well, he decided to 
build a final monument to him­
self - a miniature version of 
Paddington station in London. 
Poor old chap, he was just putting 
the finishing touches to the twid-
dly bits on the roof when he had a 
heart attack. Apparently it was a mild one, but by 
the time the train had managed to get him to the 
hospital at Harbour, even the herbal stabilizer had 
worn off and he had to be shunted up the siding to 
wait for the next trip to the funeral composter. 

You'll be glad to hear that the underground 
economy is thriving. The old electrician rows 
across Sansum Narrows practically every night to 
bring back all those lethally packaged goods that 
cost so much here after they have been repackaged 
at the insistence of the Islands Trust Council. 

I must tell you about the last of the great land 
transactions. You know all those people who 
bought lots up on Channel Ridge; well they 
couldn't get the hydrogen-powered Puffing Billy to 
go up there in the winter. 

Despite everything, we still had a splendid 
Christmas. This year I was able to go mad bartering 

The herbal stabilizer 
had worn off and he 
had to be shunted up 
the siding to wait for 
the next trip to the 
funeral composter. 

presents for the family. Thanks to 
an excellent year in the commu­
nal vegetable patch, we managed 
to store masses of organic vegeta­
bles. I went over to the furniture 
manufacturer in Portlock and got 
him to make an armchair for the 

Mrs. It cost 250 pounds of organic carrots. 
But I got a hell of a deal on the upholstery from a 

seamstress friend - you remember Karen who used to 
live up on West Eagle before they had to move down 
to Southey Point Village - she did a beautiful job for 
only 28 gallons of sheep's milk and free use of our 
ram, dirty old Ulysses, next spring. The Mrs. was so 
sweet to me and managed to barter a new solar panel 
for my solar-powered wheelchair. At last I can now 
get all the way to the station on a sunny day. 

I must tell you about the Chamber of Commerce. 
You remember when I was working there many years 

ago we didn't even have any indoor 
plumbing. Well, the council has giv­
en them space in their plush council 
offices (the only remaining office 
block) beside Central Station, and 
would you believe the chamber has 
now got a multi-seater all to them­
selves in the comer of the building's 
communal garden, (none of us has 
flushing loos, as you well know, 
they use too much fresh water). 

It took a long time for Orwell's 
1984 to get here, but it's finally arrived. And to 
think that it all started from a discussion paper writ­
ten by a few dreamers spurred on by the return of 
the communist party to the new high school. 

All the best for '26, old chap, and do come and 
see us soon. I can get you a permit to enter the is­
land any time you want. Two weeks ago, I caught 
one of the Islands Trust Council directors hiding a 
lump of rammed mud in the middle of a sack of his 
environmental potatoes that he was bartering for 
some beautifully gift-wrapped Christmas pudding 
that had been illegally brought onto the island! 

Toodle pip, 
Jeremy 

Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce manager 
Jeremy Moray wrote the foregoing after time-trav­
elling to the year 2026. 
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We Asked: Do you believe in ghosts? 

Carsten Hunter 
of Victoria 

/ don't know. I've never actu­
ally seen a ghost before. 

Jack Braak 

No, I don't. It's difficult to be­
lieve something you haven't 
seen. 

Learn mac Lachlaimn 
of Victoria 

Yes, because I've seen them. I be­
lieve that there's an afterlife and I 
don't believe everyone is ready to 
go when their body quits on them. 

Dean Taylor 
/ would say yes. There seems 
to be a long, literary history of 
them whether they really exist 
or not. I'm prepared to give 
them the benefit of the doubt. 

Ken French 

No. Once I did see a ghost but 
I don't really believe in them. 

Letters to the editor 
Fools f o r ghouls 
A Harbour House patron imbibing 
Overheard the barman describing 
In the hotel addition 
Lives a strange apparition 
And to keep his staff he 

was bribing. 
Asked, if by chance he'd seen 
Walter's ghost 
The guest paused while he thought 
and then answered his host 
I've not seen a spirit and nary a ghost 
No spooks, no goblins and not 

any ghouls 
I think, sir, what you have is a bar 
full of fools! 
EDWARD ARMSTRONG, 
Wildwood Crescent 

Mon i to r i ng mai l 
I recently received 10 pieces of 

mail in one day and happened to 
glance at the mailing dates and 
couldn't believe my eyes. The best 
delivery was nine days from the 
U.S.A. Two Duncan letters took 
nine and 15 days, Sidney 12 days, 
Vancouver 12, 13 and 15 days, 
Toronto 13 and 14 days and 
Quebec 13 days. Canada Post 
promises one-day delivery in local 
areas, two days from major cities 
in the same province and three to 
four-day delivery across Canada. 
Twice in 1994 I sent proof to 
Canada Post of poor mail delivery 
and received no acknowledgement 
or explanation of this poor service. 

Bottom line is I guess they don't 
care; each time there is a postal 
increase Canada Post claims it is 
to maintain our good service 
which they claim is over 95 per 
cent effective. My mail comes to 
the main post office so there 
shouldn't be any excuse of poor 
carrier service, so one can only 
suspect Canada Post's distribution 
centres really don't function as 
claimed. Have you monitored 
your mail lately? Are you receiv­
ing good service or is it just me 
Canada Post is picking on? 
BARRY WINSOR, 
Salt Spring Island 

Embarrassed 
According to the Globe and 

Mail the Reform Party's defence 
critic sees nothing racist in either 
of the home videos produced by 
some members of the Canadian 
Airborne Regiment. 

The videotape made in Somalia 
talks about shooting "niggers," uses 
the equally degrading term 
"nignog" and has one brainless 
idiot saying that all Somalis "stink 
of shit." The other tape shot at the 
military base in Petawawa, Ontario, 
shows the only black soldier in a 
dog collar crawling on all fours 
with "I love the KICK" scrawled 

using feces, on his back. The 
Airborne Regiment is a disgrace 
and an embarrassment to Canada. 

Jack Frazer, the Reform Party's 
defence critic, is one of a handful 
of double-dipping MPs. He draws 
a handsome pension for his 35 
years in the military and in addi­
tion has his generous MP's pay 
and tax-free perks. Perhaps his 
long years in the military have 
clouded his judgment as he is 
quoted, "I did not see what I con­
sider to be racist overtones." He is 
an embarrassment to all decent 
minded people of Saanich and the 
Islands. 

If jolly Jack thinks that the 
above scene and comments are not 
racist I for one would like to know 
what he thinks is racist. 

As a resident of Salt Spring 
Island, a place we think of as an 
example of a decent, accepting 
(beyond tolerance) community, I 
find our MP's myopic vision com­
pletely unacceptable. 

Let's hope for the sake of the 
voters in the Saanich Peninsula 
and the Gulf Islands that the next 
federal election comes sooner 
rather than later. 
JACKHALLAM, 
North End Road 
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Neanderthals reject 
far-sighted report 
VICTORIA - In the 32 years I've spent on the fringes of politics, 
reporting and commenting on our society's highs and lows, I've 
never ceased to be amazed by the predictability with which the so-
called right and the left respond to issues of the day. 

The left, represented in Canada by the New Democrats and many 
Liberals, is invariably more open to change, while the right remains 
firmly entrenched in 

CAPITAL 
COMMENT 

HUBERT BEYER 

the status quo. The 
opposition's knee-
jerk reaction to the 
task force report on 
drug-related deaths 
by British Columbia's 
chief coroner Vince 
Cain was as predictable as it was asinine. 

One of Cain's recommendations was the decriminalization of 
drug use. Cain points out that society has been spectacularly unsuc­
cessful in fighting drug use through incarceration and punishment. 
That solution, he says, "is founded on negatives: resentment, hostili­
ty and despair." 

I nstead, Cain recommends that drug users are "dealt with through a 
medical model, not a criminal model, even to the point where I'm 

suggesting the possibility of providing heroin to seriously addicted 
people." 

Cain also recommends that a commission inquire into the merits 
of legalizing the possession of some of the so-called "soft drugs," 
such as marijuana. 

If Cain shows compassion for drug addicts, he has none for deal­
ers, to whom he refers as "the merchants of misery" and "distribu­
tors of death." The justice system, he says, should focus more on 
dealers, mete out mandatory life sentences with no parole for large-
volume dealers. Recovered drug money, he says, should be used for 
prevention and treatment programs. 

And how did our politicians respond to Cain's suggestion that 
drug use be decriminalized? Attorney-General Colin Gabelmann 
said the recommendation bears consideration. And since the federal 
government would have to take the lead on any such move, he 
would place it on the agenda for the next meeting of attorneys-gen­
eral. In other words, he is open-minded. 

No such luck with the leaders of British Columbia's two opposi­
tion parties. Reformer Jack Weisgerber said it was "appalling that 
the government would add currency to the idea by putting it on the 
agenda." 

L iberal Leader Gordon Campbell also rejected the idea of decrim­
inalization, saying most people would see it as legalizing an evil. 

That's what I mean by being firmly entrenched in the status quo. 
Fearing public reaction to an unpopular move, these two august gentle­
men wrap themselves in the mantle of righteousness and reject out of 
hand an alternative to society's utter failure to win the war on drugs. 

Never mind that in 1993, 331 people died in British Columbia as 
a result of illicit drug use, up nearly 800 per cent from 1988. Never 
mind that 307 police officers enforce laws against drugs at a cost of 
more than $30 million a year. 

Never mind that in addition to those full-time drug law enforce­
ment officers, hundreds of general duty police officers enforce drug 
laws in their normal course of work at a cost of tens of millions of 
dollars - all without the slightest success. 

It should be clear to anyone that not only aren't we winning the 
war on drugs, we're losing it. And unless we come up with a differ­
ent way of dealing with the problem, it will get worse. 

And when someone dares to suggest a different way, our 
esteemed Neanderthal politicians heap abuse on him. 

Cain's recommendation to decriminalize drug use is all the more 
significant, considering his background. He's had a distin­

guished career in the RCMP and speaks, therefore, from experience. 
And when did you last hear a police officer say something like this? 

"We have to disabuse ourselves of the notion that jail is the 
answer for users. Neither short sentences, long sentences, nor uni­
formity of sentencing mean anything to the user. We have to estab­
lish alternatives to imprisonment. 

"We can no longer pour vast amounts of money into jails and 
prisons, all to no effect, when an available remedy is present to 
restrain, correct, and treat in the original instance. 

"The cyclical process must end. It is simply ineffective, costly and 
unjust. We must come up with more options for assistance and treat­
ment and more accessibility. Removing threats and fear from users 
would allow them to 'come out of the closet' and, with some out­
reach mechanism, would provide a variety of programs and ultimate 
harm reduction." 

Cain's report is one of the most progressive and far-sighted docu­
ments I have read in a long time, and rather than rejecting it out of 
hand, as Campbell and Weisgerber have done, we'd be well-advised 
to heed it. 

More letters 

JB Laboratories Ltd, 
water / wastewaters 

PH: (604)385-6112 
FAX: (604) 382-6364 

8 2 7 FORT STREET. 
VICTORIA, B.C. 
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Exploring ideas 
The flurry of letters connected 

with the establishment of a stu­
dent communist party at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School is 
interesting. Aside from the gen­
uine pain that former citizens of 
communist regimes feel, the 
antipathy of many to the mere 
idea of communism seems unrea­
soning and unreasonable. 

The essence of education 
immerses students in ideas, and 
this includes the works of writers 
who suggest alternative political 
systems. For years almost every 
student was exposed at some 
time to the form of "commu­
nism" described in Thomas 
More's Utopia, and few educa­
tors would question students' 
exposure to the pleasures and 
enlightenment of such reputable 
writers. In fact, it is only through 
reading and discussing ideas of 
all kinds that we develop our 
own individual, reasoned beliefs. 

The intense hatred of commu­
nism expressed by many of your 
correspondents seems to be 
accompanied by an equally fer­
vent belief that capitalism is the 
only system worth considering. 
This is hard to accept today, 
when the gap between rich and 
poor is increasing, when compa­
ny managers are rewarded for 
cutting jobs to increase profits, 
and when the few jobs being cre­
ated are only low-paying ones in 
the service sector. 

The situation we are currently 
experiencing, where many peo­
ple cannot earn enough to pay for 
their basic needs, is not unlike 
the economic situation that exist­
ed when other societies 
embraced communism in the 
past. The failure of capitalism to 
provide for people's needs in 
some of these countries today has 
resulted in a renewed support for 
communism. Its failure to pro­
vide for our needs is making peo­
ple look for alternatives in our 
society as well. 
CHARLES KAHN, 
Lawnhili Drive 

Jumping 
to conclusions 

In response to Tilly Crawley's 
letter (Driftwood, January 25), 
may I suggest that she is jumping 
to conclusions. As a board mem­
ber who was opposed to bylaw 
amendments establishing the 
office of past president and/or 
honorary life member, I can still 
see merit in these ideas, and I 
assure you they were not pro­
posed with a single person in 
mind or with the intention of 
reversing a membership decision. 
The board can't do that anyway. 
The members would have to do 
the reversing. 

Many organizations do have 
such positions and use them to 
ensure continuity on the board 
and to recognize individuals who 
have made significant contribu­
tions in effort or dollars. I per­
sonally do not think this is appro­
priate for ArtSpring, certainly not 
now, and I said so. Please do not 
interpret this as a big dissension 
in the ranks. Few votes are unan­
imous, nor should they be. 
Opposing viewpoints tend to air 
all facets of an issue, and the 
majority rules. I will support the 
board decision whether I voted 
yea or nay. 

Tilly's suggestion that 
"Members should plan to attend 
the special meeting on February 
28" is, indeed, appropriate. They 
should - not solely in protest, but 
to participate in the business of 
the society. We need to establish 
the dissolution clause, and only 
the membership can do that. This 

is the primary purpose of the 
extraordinary general meeting. 
However, the board is also plan­
ning a give-and-take session 
wherein members may voice 
their questions and their sugges­
tions - a dialogue, if you will, 
between board members and the 
general membership. So do 
come, do vote, and do speak up. 
That's what its all about. We're 
in it together. 

The meeting convenes at 7:30 
p.m. on February 28 in the lower 
hall of the United Church. See 
you there. 
ELMA RUBRIGHT, 
Brinkworthy Place 

No teacher 
I am writing as a concerned 

student at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School. About a 
week ago, there were comments 
made amongst staff and other 
students about the financial con­
sequences the school would suf­
fer if it continues to operate as it 
has been the past six months. An 

alleged figure of $800,000 was 
mentioned, and as a result, most 
field trips have been cancelled. I 
am at this moment sitting in a 
classroom with no teacher, since 
he is absent, and there are no 
funds for a substitute. By no 
means am I trying to be forebod­
ing or negative; I am only stat­
ing the facts. 

This island has achieved a 
milestone in the building of this 
school. Everybody from the 
administrators, to the staff, to the 
maintenance crew, have worked 
endless hours to make it some­
thing special and unique, and 
they have. Apart from those stu­
dents who feel compelled to van­
dalize the place, the majority 
appreciate the facility and sin­
cerely enjoy being here. 

If we all work together, I feel 
that there is enough positive 
energy here to pull together and 
conquer any problem with posi­
tive results. 
ERIN E. LARSEN, 
GISS student, 
Ganges 

Jonathan Yardlev • architects 

M 

Serving the Gulf Islands for 
the past 20 years. 

Jonathan P.M. Yardley 
Dip. A n * (B»m.| MAIBC. MRAiC. BIBA 

1121 beaver pi. rd., Salt Spring Island, 
b.c.V8K1X2 tel. 537-2831 
fax 653-9931 C8l. 246-7431 

member of the architectural institute of british Columbia 

• » * » • . » » * » * , • * , » » • , ' , , * . * ; 

CUPIDS CHOICES 
O for 

Valentine's Day 
Tues., Feb. 14, 1995 C%* 

r*5) • Candy • Chocolate • Stuffed Toys 
• Greeting Cards • Napkins, Plates, Candles' 

• Massage Oils • Bubble Bath 
GREAT SELECTION OF RIDS VALENTINE CARDS 

Sidney 
Pharmacy Ltd. 

2416 Beacon Ave., 656-1168 
Fast, friendly service when you need to catch that ferry. 

Catch a Rising Star! 
AJ 

(*§atm&ay, (zplebmaiif b, 1995 
10:00 am - 5:00 rnn 

COWKMMCOMMUNimENTRE CONVENTION HALL 

FREE ADMISSION 
PRIZES AND DEMONSTRATIONS 

Come discover local, new products and 
services; available to purchase. 

by: jmdflCommunity Futures ^ V ^ l Cowichan 
jir Cowichan Region ^CJ Business Development 

Sponsored 

Centre 



Lti£&& 
Friendly Carry-out 

Service! FOODS 
MasterCard, 

L _ J 
Lots of Parking 

*M Available! rM 

Customer Service 
Prices in effect Wednesday, February 1 to Tuesday, February 7,1995 5 3 7 - 1 5 2 2 

Quality Value Service 

Smiles in the Aisles. 
Smiles in the Aisles 

are back BIGGER 
and BETTER! 

If you spot your photo in our 
Driftwood ad or in the store on 

our "Smile Board", notify a 
staff member and we will enter 

your name to win 

A TRIP FOR 4 TO 
DISNEYLAND IN 

CALIFORNIA! 
Contest ends March 31/95 . 

See details in store! 

UPE 
KRAFT, SOFT OR QUARTERS 

Parkay 
Margarine 

48 
1.36 kg. 2 

WHOLE OR DICED 

Thrifty 
Tomatoes 

796 ml. 98 

BULK, SLICED 

Side Bacon 

88 
10 lb. 16 pkg. 

* SALT SPRING STORE ONLY! 

ALL VARIETIES 

Unico 
Pastas 

18 
900 g. 1 

MADE FRESH IN STORE 

Peppered Lamb 
Patties 

1 88 
4.15 kg. WMMM lb. 

* SALT SPRING STORE ONLY! 

MADE FRESH IN STORE 

Hot Italian or 
Bratwurst Sausage 

68 1 lb. 3.71 kg. 

* SALT SPRING STORE ONLY! 

THRIFTY FOODS IS PROUD TO PRESENT 
SALT SPRING'S 1ST ANNUAL 

Bridal Fair 
Sunday, Feb. 19th, 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

A C T I V I T Y C E N T R E (Salt Spring Elementary) 
•FASHIONSHOW •EXHIBITS/DISPLAYS •MUSIC •REFRESHMENTS 

• COMPLIMENTARY FLOWER AT THE DOOR* DOOR PRIZES 

Enter t o Win our FLORAL WEDDING PACKAGE Grand Prize! 
(Courtesy of Thrifty Foods - $200 value) 

Tickets $5 per person available at Thrifty Foods, Salt Spring 

Mouat's Centre, Salt Spring Island STORE HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 8 am. - 8 pm., Sun. 9 

M.f - I 
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^ooo6 ' 
Quality, Valu 

Service Deli 
THRIFTY'S OWN 

Hawai ian 
S u p r e m e 

2/Q98 
12" esT 

* Salt Spr ing Store Only! 

FLEETWOOD 

Black Forest 
Ham 

Sliced or 
Shaved 98 100 g. 

CANADIAN 

Marble Cheddar 
Cheese 

Random 
Cut 98 100 g. 

DELICREME 

Shrimp or Smoked 
1 Salmon Cream Cheese 

l 58 
100 g. 

LILYDALE, SLICED OR SHAVED 

Turkey 
Past rami 

100 g. 98 
LILYDALE, 100%, SLICED 

Turkey Bavarian 
Meat Loaf 

78' 
S i ^BW 100 g. 

LILYDALE, COOKED 

Chicken Breast 
Roast 

08 
Sliced or 

Shaved 1 100 g. 

IMPORTED ENGLISH 

St i l ton or 
Huntsman Cheese 

38 
Random 
Weights 2 100 g. 

Seafoo 
S WILD, PACIFIC CAUGHT 

Frozen Coho * oo 
(Salmon l^° 
F i l l e t S Skin on JLlOOg. 

VANCOUVER ISLAND 

Fresh 
Oysters s oz ^ 3 28 

SESAME ORIENTAL 
OR LEMON GARLIC 

Marinated 
Prawns 2 98 

100 g. 

FRESH, LEMON HERB 

Marinated 
Snapper 
Fillets 98 C 

100 g. 

ABADONIAN, READY TO EAT 

Smoked 
Pepper 
Mackerel 
Fil lets 200 g. 2 28 

FRESH 

Pacific 
Pollock Fillets 

100 g. 

Frozen Foo 
TENDERFLAKE, SELECTED VAR. 

Frozen 9" 
Pie Shell 

320-350 g 1 78 
PILLSBURY, SELECTED VAR 

Frozen 
5" Pizzas 

38 
370-385 g. 2 

EGGO, FROZEN 

Waffles 

28 
312 g 1 

Prices in e f fec t Wednesday, February 

i 
i 

For mor 

Bria 
DIANES 

Tortilla 
Chips 4oo g. 1 58 

HEINZ 

Junior 
FOOd 213 ml. 68 
THRIFTY 

Pit ted Ashlock 
Prunes 375 g I 68 

island 
FARMS 

ISLAND FARMS 

2% 
Yogurt 5oo g I 28 
ISLAND FARMS 

Cream 
Cheese 250 g. 1 48 
ISLAND FARMS 

Frozen 
Yogurt 1 L. 1 98 

<9 General 
Mills 

GENERAL MILLS 
M u l t i g r a i n 
C h e e r i o s 450 g. 2 88 

GENERAL MILLS 

Honey Nut or Reg. O 
Cheerios 400425 %. saai 

58 
Soda Licious, 
Gushers or Fruit 
By t h e F o o t 128-153 §, 1 28 

FOLEY'S, SELECTED VAR. 

Chippers 300 g. 78 
HUGGIES 

Ultratrims or 
P U I I - U P S 9 sizes 8 68 
NESCAFE 

Specialty 
C o f f e e s 10 & 24s 2 98 
KRAFT 

Salad 
Dressings 500 mi. 2 28 

BlTjVFStaT MVIaLelHi 

SN0WCREST, EXCEPT PETTTE PEAS 

Frozen 
Vegetables 

78 1 

Thrifty 

SCOOP AWAY 

Cat 
L i t t e r 2.18 kg. 3 68 
SPRAY 'N WASH 

Stain 
Remover 750mi.&n. 1 98 
IVORY 

Liquid 
Detergent goojwog. 2 48 

WELC 

Grc 
Jui< 
THRU 

Tor 
Sai 
Bour 
Pai 
Ton 

Hai 
Wr 

SAY ALOHA TC 
ENTER TO WIN ON 

FOR 2 TO HAW 
Canadian Ho 

tfamp&IlA aCulinar 

KRAFT] 

d 
U p t o n 

0, 
l r IB 

NIAGARA, FROZEN 

Orange 
J u i C e 341ml 68 
FANTASTIK 

C l e a n e r s 700 mi 2 68 
HAWKINS 

Cheezies 225 g. 1 18 
KRAFT, EXCEPT FLINSTONES 
P a s t a s & 
C h e e s e 156-200 g. 76 
PREG0 

Pasta 
Sauce 750 m!. 2 18 
ARDM0NA 

F m i t S 796 ml 1 78 
TRIPLE FRUITS 

J a m s 500 m>. 1 78 

NIAG 

Ap 
Jui 
McC, 

Fri 
Pu 
ZIPLC 

Sa 
Be 
THRI 

Dri 
Ws 
ALL' 

Je 
MILk 

Do 
Bi! 
PAL 

Do 
Fo 
CHA 

Cr 

Vegetables 
Free Delivery Anywhere on Salt Spring, Mon - Sat on Ord 

4& OFFER GOOD ONLY WITH COUPON. VA 
STORES, UMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 
Buy any two 500 ml. jars 

and receive r 
a 570 g. loaf of Th 

353JJ 
WB99M 

I] 



le. Service * 
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9 
iary 1 through Tuesday, February 7 

* J l YZ 

*"M* 
33 

Harriers 8 K 
Lth February 5 

r more information please contact: 
Brian Mader 655-4972 

WELCH'S 
Grape 
Juice i L. 
THRIFTY 
Tomato 
Sauce 398mi. 
BOUNTY, SELECTED VAR. 
Paper 
Towels i 2s 

Cinnamon 
Hawaiian 

Dream Cake 

598 
ea. 

French 
Bread 

JPON. VALID AT ALL THRIFTY FOODS' ^ j u . 
TOMER. OFFER EXPIRES FEB. 7 /95 . 

. jars of Triple Fruits Jam 
live F R E E 
F of Thrifty Bread. 

iRys.HifrU'1 herwise), Same Day Delivery on Orders in by 



uc 
CHILEAN 

Fresh 
Nectarines 
QQc 
I I I 

1.94 kg. 

Nutritional Information 
per 136 g. serving (1 medium) 

Energy 75 Cal/310 Kj Protein 1.3 g. 
Fat 0.6 g. Carbohydrate 16 g. 

Sodium 0 mg. Potassium 288 mg. 
Percentage off RDI 

Vitamin A 10% Vitamin C 12% 

What do we mean 
by Jet Fresh? Jet Fresh is 

riper, sweeter, superior. 
TRY IT! ENJOY IT! 

ALOHA! JET FRESH 

Maui 
Pineapples i.^. 

NEW ZEALAND, JET FRESH 

Blueberries 6<* ̂  

88c 

198 
JL 

February is Heart and Stroke Month 
nth Thrifty Foods will donate 50$ to the F 

Foundation of B.C. for every 40 lbs. of apples sold through Thrifty Foods. 
During Apple Month Thrifty Foods will donate 50$ to the Heart and Stroke ___ 

CALIFORNIA 

Spinach 

eshj 78 C 
bunch 

CALIFORNIA 

Baby 
Potatoes 2 

MEXICAN 
re' 

Zucchini i.50kg. 68 C 
RED OR GREEN 

Leaf 
Lettuce 

:«3r£H28 
9 JL ea. 

Old Fashioned 
Thrifty Specials" 

WASHINGTON SELECT GRAD 

Boneless 
Top Sirloin 
K 0 3 S T 5.47 kg. 

WASHINGTON SELECT GRADES BEEF 

Boneless 
Top Sirloin 
oxeciKs 5.91kg. 

JKINLESS 

arinated 
hicken Breasl 

ten*0 0 ' 
ortetiV 
season 

More Smiles... 

bung Turke 
Segments 

Turkey 
Drumsticks 
Turkey , 
Thighs • 
Turkey 
Cutlets 
Turkey 
Breast 

Fresh Ground Turkey 4.81 kg. 

Great fo* 
TurKeV 
Bur***" 2 18 

lb. 

OLYMPIC 

Sliced Side 
Bacon 500 g. pkg. 2 18 
OLIVIERI, SELECTED VAR. 

Fresh Filled 
Pasta 350 g. pkg. 2 68 
MAPLE LODGE 

Chicken 
Wieners Skinless. 

450 g. pkg. 1 18 

OLYMPIC 

Boneless Honey 
H a m S Cryovac fcs. 8.77 kg. 3 98 
OLIVIERI, ALL VAR. 

Fresh Pasta 
Sauces 170-330 ml. pkg. 2 88 

"A MUST FOR GOOD BEAN SOUP" 

Smoked Pork 
H O C k 2.82 kg. 1 28 

lb. 

IL FLETCHER'S 
FLETCHERS 
Bavarian 
Smokies 6.57 kg. 2 Q Q Bacon & 

9 O Cheese or 
Louisiana 
Hot Links lb. 

FLETCHERS 
Sliced Luncheon 
M e a t s 175 g. pkg. I 68 summer 

or spiced 
ham 

FLETCHERS G00DLIFE 
Sliced Back 
Bacon 175 g. Pkg. 2 98 
FLETCHERS 
Bologna 
Chunks 750 g. pkg. 

38S'-
C"urtw»V 2 

ome Grown Food S 
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'On right track,' man fined, 
given probation after assault 

Assaulting three people cost 
Warren Borland, 21, of Salt 
Spring $470 and nine months on 
probation from Judge Anthony 
Palmer in Ganges provincial court 
January 24. 

Charges stemmed from two sep­
arate incidents. The first occurred 
on August 30, 1993, when 
Borland and two other people 
attacked a man in his home, 
reportedly because of an incident 
involving Borland's family. 

Court heard that after entering 
the man's Maliview Drive home 
and confirming his identify, 
Borland knocked the man over 
with a punch to the head and 
kicked and hit him as he crawled 
to the bedroom. The victim suf­
fered bruising and two black eyes. 

Borland pleaded guilty to a 
common assault charge. 

The other two individuals 
involved pleaded guilty to the 
same offence on previous court 
dates. 

Borland received a suspended 
sentence and nine months' proba­
tion for his part in the August 30 
assault, with a letter of apology 
and abstention from alcohol con­
sumption being two conditions of 
probation. 

Judge Palmer levied fines 
against Borland for the assault of 
two young men on March 21, 
1994. 

Crown counsel Lesley Giles told 
the court that three island youths 
rounded a corner on Fulford-
Ganges Road at 10:35 p.m. that 
evening and collided with a car 
containing Borland and another 
man. Giles said the car's driver 
approached Borland to apologize. 
When an argument ensued about 
who was to blame for the accident, 
Borland grabbed the driver, threw 
him onto the hood of the car and 
punched him with a closed fist. 
The victim suffered various bruis­
es and bumps to the head and face 
from that and other blows. 

Borland also attacked one of the 
other youths. 

In passing sentence, Judge 
Palmer considered both Borland's 
1992 conviction for assault caus­
ing bodily harm and the positive 
remarks of probation officer Susan 
Langlois. It was reported that 
Borland has abstained from drink­
ing alcohol for some time. 

Defence counsel Dale Marshall 
said "avoidance of alcohol has 
made all the difference in the 
world as to the kind of citizen he 
is." He also said Borland was 
aware he could go to jail for fur­
ther violent offences. 

Palmer said the man's record 
"indicates to me a pattern of con­
duct which is disturbing and of 
great concern to the court." But 
based on the comments of Langlois 
and Marshall, he said Borland now 
"seemed to be on the right track." 
He felt the $470 in fines rather than 
incarceration was the appropriate 
way to deal with him. 

Acquittal ordered on driving offence 
after documents left unexplained 

Not getting an explanation of documents before 
being asked to sign on the dotted line led to an acquittal 
on a serious driving offence for Michael Allan Edkins. 

But Judge Anthony Palmer was not about to let the 
27-year-old Salt Spring man walk away without an 
addition to his driving record. 

Palmer acquitted him of driving while under sus­
pension but convicted him of a fourth charge of dri­
ving without a licence and fined him $250. If found 
guilty as charged, Edkins would have spent seven 
days in jail and paid a $300 fine. 

Court heard that Edkins appeared in Ganges court on 
December 7,1993, for a different matter. Edkins testified 
he was called up to the front of the courthouse during a 
morning break and asked to sign various documents. He 
assumed they were related to that matter, "threw down 
my John Henry," and left. No reasons for the signature 
request were given to him by court officials. 

The documents acknowledged receipt of a four-

month driving suspension from the Superintendent of 
Motor Vehicles and were not related to the court case 
at hand but to his receipt of three "driving without a 
licence" tickets. No explanation and no copies of the 
documents were given to Edkins. 

His lawyer, Tybring Hemphill, said Edkins "did not 
understand the full import of the documents he signed 
that day." 

Hemphill said it was reasonable to assume confu­
sion would arise for people unaccustomed to court 
and legal procedures. 

Palmer agreed Edkins was unaware that he had 
been suspended from driving and of the severe penal­
ty for breaching a suspension. Seven months later he 
was suspended from driving due to an impaired dri­
ving conviction. Palmer layered that with a concur­
rent five-month driving prohibition. 

"Edkins is now aware of the intricacies of the sys­
tem," noted Hemphill. 

'COMING SATVRDAYFEB. UTH' 
•8 HOURS ONLY!* 

Super Sale 
Saturday 

Every single item in every department 
will be on sale at ridiculously low prices 

INCREDIBLE 
'00R CRASHER 

• t SPECIALS! 
Watch for our full page ad in next weeks Driftwood! See you at. 

yourkev 

J^v-JISLAND FURNITURE LTD. 
savings 

2513 Beacon Ave., Sidney, By-the-Sea 
Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm 

tf\ FREE DELIVERY / CALL COLLECT 656-3724 
Trades Welcome - Financing Available 

, r , r r r „ m , W 9 W 9 , r r f r r j T ] . r , r J J , r , „ r r , p p , 9 , , m 

>LAND WELL DRILLING LTD. 
Red Williams, owner-operator 
Serving the Gulf Islands since 1959 

Call collect: 539-5339 
titti rrwrrrwr*rrrrr*F i - m 

Quijano & Atkins 
Barristers and Solicitors 

152-A Fulford-Ganges Rd., Ganges 

Practice areas include: 
conveyancing, wills and estates 

general civil litigation, family law 

phone 5 3 7 - 4 9 9 9 fax 5 3 7 - 9 9 9 4 

DEALER APPOINTMENT 
Mr. Douglas Rapko, Gen. Mgr. of Classic Covers 

"All Weather Portable Shelters" manufactured in Manitoba 
is pleased to announce the appointment of 

PVC WORLD MFG. LTD. 
as their AUTHORIZED DEALER for the Gulf Islands 

CLASSIC COVERS offer a 2 year warranty on their structures 
which come in sizes 8' to 100' wide any length required, 

extra tall, custom buildings as well. 
For more information & prices we invite you to call our dealer: 

PVC WORLD MFG. LTD. 
Showroom: 105 McPhillips Ave., Salt Spring Island, B.C. (604) 537-5408 

SHAWNIGAN LAKE SCHOOL 
In its 79th year is offering 

SCHOLARSHIPS OF UP TO 

$10,000 
PER YEAR 

In addition to our already substantial 

Scholarship & Bursary program 

Shawnigan Lake School, founded in 1916, is a co­

educational University Preparatory, Independent Boarding 

School. The School provides the excitement and challenge 

of a well-rounded education in academics, athletics, fine 

arts, and community living for Grades 8-12 . Shawnigan is 

located 40 km north of Victoria in an idyllic lake-side 

setting on beautiful Vancouver Island. 

Scholarship examinations for boys and girls entering 

Grades 8, 9, 10 and 11 for the 1995-96 school year will 

be written on the following dates: 

GRADE 8 & 9 ENTRY: Saturday, February 18,1995 

GRADE 10 & 11 ENTRY: Saturday, March 4,1995 

For more information, please contact 

The Director of Admissions, Mr. Phil Jarvis, at 

(604) 743-6207 or by fax (604) 743-6200 

^ t * -



A 1 4 * WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1995 N E W S B E AT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Gervasoni appealing extradition 
Gerald Gervasoni will be a 

guest of the crown in Wilkinson 
Road jail for at least six more 
months, if not a year. 

Gervasoni's lawyer, Gary 
Botting, is appealing an extradi­
tion order made last Tuesday 
which would send his client to 
Florida to face a murder charge. 

On October 21, 1993, Gervasoni 
was arrested on Salt Spring where 
he was living under the name 

Gordon Neil Maclntyre. Police 
were tipped off that Maclntyre was 
Gervasoni following a broadcast 
on Unsolved Mysteries about the 
1986 murder of 22-year-old Paula 
Pasciak in Florida. 

At the extradition hearing, a fel­
low inmate testified that Gervasoni 
had admitted to Pasciak's murder. 
According to Kevin Stokes, 
Gervasoni admitted seizing Pasciak 
around the neck during an argument. 

However, Botting said he has 
heard from other people that the 
inmate lied in order to obtain 
money and immunity from prose­
cution on other charges. Botting 
said he was not allowed to intro­
duce evidence questioning the 
inmate's testimony. "Extradition 
laws are ridiculous when it comes 
to evidence. You're deemed to get 
a fair hearing down wherever 
you're coming from." 

Thief swipes guitar at Beaver Point 
An aspiring music maker made tracks away from a 

dance at Beaver Point Hall Sunday with a stolen gui­
tar valued at $350." 

The guitar was stolen from the stage. Anyone with 
information on the theft is asked to contact the 
Ganges RCMP. 

In other police news, a 17-year-old Salt Spring 

Driving with 
expired 
licence 
costs $250 

When police know you don't 
have a driver's licence, it's not 
easy to drive on Salt Spring with­
out one. 

John Fraser Pollard, 18, learned 
that last fall when he was caught 
driving after his licence expired 
August 22. 

Pollard pleaded guilty to the 
offences in Ganges provincial 
court January 24. 

Court heard Pollard was 
stopped by Const. Pat Wilkinson 
on September 15, 1994, and by 
Const. Robert Doyle on 
September 17,1994, while driving 
a 1967 Pontiac Firebird. 

Pollard told the court he "quit" 
driving after being caught the sec­
ond time. He also explained that 
he could not afford to renew his 
licence when it expired in August, 
1994. 

Judge Anthony Palmer fined 
him $250 for both offences and 
prohibited him from driving until 
August 31, 1995. 

• Donald Morrison, 48, received 
a conditional discharge and six 
months' probation after he plead­
ed guilty to obstructing a police 
officer on March 13,1994. 

Court heard that Morrison 
refused to accompany Const. Rod 
Holland to the RCMP station after 
being placed under arrest. 
Morrison explained he was not 
willing to go because Holland said 
he would not be released in time 
to catch a ferry to get to a work 
site on Vancouver Island the next 
day. 

youth received a 24-hour driving suspension at 
approximately 6:50 p.m Saturday. The youth was 
stopped during a routine patrol. Police also seized 
liquor and gave tickets to four minors for being in 
possession of alcohol. 

On January 21, a Salt Spring resident was charged 
with consuming liquor in a public place. 

Free 
Introductory Seminars 

Introducing the 

Uncommon Sense 
Personal Mastery Course 

Feb. 8 and 14, 7:00 PM 
A program for organizing your life 

around what you most want to create! 
For free info, or to reserve a space 

Call 537-1177 — Anytime! 

PSST! 3 for 2 classifieds in the 
Driftwood every day 

Private party paid ads only 

Steve Somerset, a resident of Salt 
Spring since 1989 has been helping 
investors manage their money for 
29 years. 

For over 80 years Nesbitt Burns has 
been offering a full array of high 
quality investment products and 
services: RRSPs, stocks, bonds, 
GICs and Mutual Funds. 

For all your investment needs call 
STEVE SOMERSET Investment Advisor 

361-2417 (colled) 

m 
NESBITT 
BURNS 

Member of the Bank of Montreal 
Group of Companies 

CARPETS CERAMIC TILE BLINDS AREA RUGS HARDWOOD VINYL FLOORING AREA RUGS SPECIALTY FLOORING BLINDS 

DOOR 
CRASHER 0 * PricesMs 

\ow,youtt\\unk 
î e'̂ outc/* 

United Carpet's 

Offfeee 

I 
DOOR 

CRASHER 
•Y-^L-T. 

7 

y 

ONE DAY ONLY 
Saturday Feb. 4 , 1995 6:00am-6:00pm 

We will close Feb. 3, 1995 at noon to prepare for this annual event. 
The wall to wall clearance everyone has been waiting for!!! 

MANY MORE INSTORE SPECIALS!! 

! LEVOLOR BLINDS 
save from our mistakes 

$2.00 - $20.00 ea. 
ONE OF A KIND BUNDS 

SOLD AS IS / NO RETURNS OR REFUNDS 
Limilied to stock on hand 

CUSTOM MADE 
VERTICAL & 

VENETIAN BLINDS 

55% V 0 OFF 
suggested retail 

BEVAN AVE. 

s 
- UNITED CABPET BEACON AVE. 

UNITED CARPET 
Trie Official Carpet of Air Travel 

9752 4th Street, Sidney 
STOCK MAY VARY FROM VICTORIA STORE 

WCECABDJ f. 

6554858 / 1-800.789-9599 
SQNna ONIHOOTd AITVI03dS SOflH V3HV ONIHOOQd 3ANIA QOOMQbVH SOflb V3UV SQNna 33I13IIAIVH3D S13dbV0 
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By SUSAN LUNDY 
Driftwood Staff 

It began with a lonely lovebird. 
Now she paints them, he writes 

about them and all together they 
make beautiful music throughout 
the house. 

Artists Gail Sibley and Ray 
Dorge are right wingy about birds. 
She wears parrot earrings and a 
bird shirt, they serve coffee in 
avian mugs and they each sit chat­
ting, bird on finger, and neat 
square of newsprint on lap. 

As they consider which of their 22 
birds are pets and which are for sale, 
it seems the green-hued parrot nib­
bling on Sibley's earring and appar­
ently blowing soft kisses in her di­
rection is quickly rising to pet status. 

Around them are bird maga­
zines, many of which carry 
Dorge's articles. 

Especially noteworthy is the 
magazine Bird Talk, where both 
their arts recently merged in an ar­
ticle on avian painters. 

The entire house hums with 
cheerful bird prattle. 

The birds pre-date the art, al­
though Sibley was working on an 
arts and arts history degree on that 
fateful day in the early 1980s when 
the unsuspecting couple walked 
into a pet store, saw an unhappy 
lovebird, and walked out with bird, 
cage and seed. They arrived home 
complete with a "naming your baby 
book" withdrawn from the library. 

"Merlin" looked lonely; they pur­
chased a companion. Merlin died 
shortly after, and the widowed love­
bird looked lonely ... Eventually, 
they "grew a flock of birds." 

The couple learned they had the 
right qualities for breeding birds: 
compassion, patience and a basic 
understanding of the bird psyche. 
They woke up one morning and 
thought: "Wouldn't it be neat to 
have all the species of lovebirds" 
in their Toronto apartment. 

This led to 14 pairs of lovebirds 
cheerily announcing to other apart­
ment residents which floor they 
had exited on, should they come 
near the Sibley/Dorge lovenest. 

north end 
fitness 

February is 
Couple's Month 

at North End 
Fitness! 

Join wi th a 
Friend and 
Save $250 
Smacke rs ! 

(and get a nice little gift) 

537-5217 

Dorge decided to begin research­
ing apartment-compatible birds and 
after the lovebirds came the Java 
finches ("pretty but not interactive 
— we are really more parrot peo­
ple"), canaries and cockatiels. 

They settled on two types of 
small parrots — Maximilian's 
Pionus and Senegals. In their rent­
ed Salt Spring home, they now 
have two birds and five eggs in 
the nest box, 17 birds in the bird 
room and two in the bathroom. 

The birds sell for $550 and $800. 
They don't name the birds that are 
for sale for fear of becoming at­
tached to them. "The longer they 
stay and once they get named . . ." 

They woke up one 
morning and thought: 
"Wouldn't i t be neat 

to have all the 
species of lovebirds" 

The art may have come after the 
birds, but for Sibley, who only 
turned pastel to paper seriously in 
1990, the rise in the art world has 
come quickly. 

Surprisingly, her main art focus 
is not birds although she "is al­
ways drawing them" and is de­
scribed in some circles as an avian 
painter. A common theme in her 
art is people and frequently, their 
backs. She primarily uses pastels 
to create vibrant colours that seem 
to jump off the canvas. Although 
she never considered pastels as a 
medium in art school, she de­
scribes them now as creating 
"more permanent colour." 

Her subjects are often at the wa­
ter's edge, or looking off into a 
plain horizon. The plainness of the 
background works alongside the 

startling colour to really bring out 
her subjects. 

Public exposure for Sibley 
came through outdoor art shows 
in Toronto in the summer of 1991. 
In 1992-93 she had a solo show in 
a Toronto art gallery and won the 
City of Toronto Purchase Award, 
meaning "a Sibley" now hangs in 
Toronto's City Hall. 

Another art "coup" occurred for 
Sibley after she and Dorge moved 
west in 1993, when she was com­
missioned to create the cover for 
In Flight magazine. The pirate 
theme cover for a focus on the 
Cayman Islands was later pro­
duced as a limited edition print. 

She initially began illustrating 
the backs of people because un­
consciously she felt "people won't 
buy people pictures if they don't 
recognize them. People like to put 
themselves in the picture and feel 
they are a part of it." 

Now, however, even her com­
missioned portraits are often done 
this way by request. 

Bird Talk chose to use Sibley's 
bird drawings to illustrate the arti­
cle that Dorge wrote about her. 
She recently received a call from a 
woman in Hawaii who saw the ar­
ticle and drawings and who wants 
to commission Sibley's artwork, 
and encourage other members in 
her bird club to do the same. 

Dorge turned his writing hobby 
into "bread and butter" after the 
move to the west in 1993. His first 
article was published in the travel 
magazine Horizons, but his great­
est success has been with bird arti­
cles. After writing of the couple's 
experience breeding Senegals for 
the first time in Bird Breeder, 
Dorge's bird writing career took 
off. He has since written for nu­
merous North American maga­
zines and recently broke into the 

Welcome^ 
the Year of 

The Pig 

CHINESE ^ ~ J 
7/ NEW YEAR >*-*$ 
^SPECIAL DINNER 

Thurs. Feb. 2, Fri. Feb. 3, Sat. Feb 4, Sun. Feb. 5 
•Mu-ShuPork 

' Fried Prawn Slices with Sour Sauce 
• Stir Fried Chicken in Bird's Nest 

• Beef & Snow Peas 
• Mashed Taro on Crispy Duck 

* Pork a la Szechwan 

Dinner hours only. Minimum 4 people per party. 
Regular menu also available. 

Reservations Please 537-2535 person 

Golden Island 
CHINESE RESTAURANT-LICENSED 

C A T II I LUNCH Tues.-Fri. 11:30-2 
t A I lN DINNER Tues.-Thurs. 5-10 

O R Fri.-Sat. 5-11; Sun. 5-9 
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 

Ask about our weekend 

DINNER SPECIALS 
Closed Mondays 

about birds 
Painter, writer have 
an avian love affair 

PECKING ORDER: Birds and art make up a significant part of 
artist Gail Sibley's life. In the background is the art — a limited 
edition print Sibley created for the cover of In Flight magazine 
— and in ears, on shirt and on fingers are the birds which she 
and husband Ray Dorge breed. rhotobrsusanumdy 

European bird magazine market 
Now, having completely his 

bird assignments, he will turn 
back to other subjects. 

So which is a greater part of 

their lives, the birds or the art? 
It is a tough question that can 

only be answered one way. 
"Art is what I do," says Sibley. 

"The birds are my children." 

Valentine's Dinner and. Dance 
February 14,1995 

APPETIZER 
Les Axles de la Mer 

or 
Camemben fritter Shrimp Cocktail 

ENTREE 
SteakjXeptune 

or Toast 'Duelling a L 'Orange 
or Seafood Mediterranean Tasta 

DESSERT 
Chocolate Mousse Genoise 

TEA OR COFFEE 
Doors open at 6:00pm / Dance 8:00pm-12:00pm 

Music by Tarrington Terry on piano and 
Ian Van Wyclcpn acoustic bass. 

J 5 & 7 . 9 5 per person plus tax 

seating by reservation only 

537-5571 

% , Upper Ganges Centre, Ganges 537-2535 ^ 'iJUL 
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MUSIC OF 17TH CENTURY: L'Ensemble Arion winter concert series. Organizers say the event 
performs at Ganges Saturday as part of the wil l be a treat for classical purists. 

Early music on tap Saturday 
Music which once graced the 

golden court of France's Sun King 
will be brought to Salt Spring 
Saturday by L'Ensemble Arion, 
one of Canada's leading early-
music groups. 

Entitled Les Menus Plaisirs, the 
program will feature 17th-century 
music composed for the court of 
Louis XIV. 

The four musicians of Arion 
have been performing together 
since 1981. They have released 
four recordings: Entre Paris et 
Versailles, Baroque Chamber 
Music, Paris Quartets and 
Conversations en Musique. 

The group has toured Canada 
from coast to coast and represent­
ed the country at the 1989 
Cerevantina Festival in Mexico. In 
1990, they toured in Europe and in 
the United States. 

They come to Salt Spring as 
part of the Salt Spring concert 
series. 

"For the classical purists, 
they're going to be a real treat," 
society director Merle Box said. 
The performance will start in the 
Gulf Islands Secondary School 
multi-purpose room at 8 p.m. 
Saturday. Tickets will not be 
available at the door, but subscrip­

tions are still available. 
Box noted subscribers who buy 

tickets before the L'Ensemble 
Arion concert can enjoy that con­
cert, the Little Eagles of Siberia on 
February 16 and the Swinging 
Bovines saxophone quartet on 
March 4 for the bargain price of 
$29. 

For information, call Tilly 
Crawley at 537-4289 or mail the 
payment to the Gulf Islands 
Concert Society, c/o Tilly 
Crawley, 262 Maliview Drive, 
Salt Spring, B.C. V8K1B1. 

At present, the society has 
approximately 130 subscribers. 

Salt Spring Island 
Golf & Country Club 

would like to announce: 

* 

S B 

unday Brunch 
Beginning February 5th / 10:30 - 2:30 

Buffet S ty le I 
• O P E N TO GENERAL P U B L I C * 

im : 

Over 30 items to choose from: 
Eggs Benedict • Roast Beef 

Breakfast Quiche 
Salad Bar • Pastries • Fruits 

and much more! 

Just to list a few of our desserts: 

Black Forest Gateau • English Sherry Trifle 

Raspberry Swirl Cheesecake • Assorted Pies • Ice Cream 

Tea • Coffee 

*Champagne & Orange Juice available upon request 

Adults 9.95 Children under 12 6.95 

'•'i 

: — Salt Spring Tours-537-4737 

t 
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Excursion Calendar 
Every Thurs .... Victoria -Day Trip (Except Feb 9) 

Seniors $10 - Adults $13 
Cheaper & easier than taking your car. 

Every Sunday Mt. Washington - Sunday Skiing 
Bus, Ferry and Ski lift tickets 
Adult • $45.00 Youth - $39.00 
Child - $34.00 Senior - $37.00 

A minimum of 8 passengers is required. 
Buy your tickets at "et cetera" ASAP 

Feb 11 Pub Crawh Saturday noon to midnight 
Victoria to Duncan 
Bus, Ferry, Munchies & Dinner $4Q.OO ea. 

Do you have a show or event you 
would like to go to? Boat Show, Car 
Show, Theatre? Others may too! Call 
me with your ideas. 

Call us about Custom Charters 
Hourly, Daily or Weekly Excursions 

Private Parties, Group Transportation 
VISA 

Tickets & Excursion Details Available At - e t C e t e r a 

For Information Phone - 5 3 7 - 4 7 3 7 

This week at the Cinema 
PAGEMASTER: The magic of reading is explored in this mix of live 
action and animation featuring Macaulay Culkin. Culkin's adventure 
begins when he ducks into a strange library to escape a storm. An 
odd librarian, played by Christopher Lloyd, urges the boy to explore 
the shelves, where he finds books who serve as heroes. Some notable 
performers lend their voices to the books: Patrick Stewart as the 
rakish pirate, Adventure; Whoopi Goldberg as a wisecracking 
Fantasy; and Frank Welker as a nervous Horror. Their quest is to find 
the exit from this strange library — a quest which takes them 
through many classic tales. Rated: General. Friday to Tuesday at 7 
p.m., Saturday matinee at 2 p.m. All seats $4. 

DISCLOSURE: Demi Moore and Michael Douglas heat up the screen 
in Disclosure, a steamy, reverse slant on sexual harassment. Douglas is 
Tom Sanders, an executive in a high-end software company. His 
immediate superior is Meredith Johnson, played by Moore, with 
whom Sanders once had a relationship. Invited to her office on the 
eve of a corporate take-over, Sanders is seduced by Johnson. Sanders 
is not interested — he now has a wife and family. But Johnson turns 
up the heat and Sanders is drawn in, until he abruptly rejects her and 
leaves. The next day, he learns she has accused him of sexual 
harassment, which puts his job at risk. He levels the same charge 
against her and the two face off in a hearing before the company's 
top executives. Rated: 14 years. Warning: Some suggestive language, 
occasional suggestive scenes and very coarse language. Friday to 
Tuesday at 8:30 p.m., Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

MOVIE BUCKS ARE GIVEN OUT SUNDAYS AND MONDAYS. 

Island Video Hits 
LMask (1) 

2. True Lies (2) 

3. Shadow (6) 

4. Wolf (3) 

5. Client (5) 

6. Ciao Professore (-) 

7. Blown Away (10) 

8. Maverick (4) 

9. Trial by Jury (7) 

10. Dark Side of Genius (-) 

On l a p at the Pubs 
MOBY'S... Sunday Jazz, 

Ray Newman Quartet, Feb. 5, 7 p.m. 

VESUVIUS INN Barley Bros Open Stage, 
Feb. 2, 8:30 p.m. 

Blues Jam, Gene Groomes returns, Feb. 9, 8:30 p.m. 

HARBOUR HOUSE (Wheelhouse Pub) Feb. 3 & 4, 
Head Hunters 

HARBOUR HOUSE (Lounge) Feb. 3 & 4, Karaoke 
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PERFORMING AT GANGES: Singer and song­
writer Ferron, who released a critically 

acclaimed sixth album last fall, plays at Salt 
Spring February 10. 

Ferron concert February 10 
One of North America's leaders in contemporary 

folk and women's music is performing on Salt Spring 
next Friday. 

Ferron comes following last fall's release of her 
sixth album, called Driver. It has received exceptional 
reviews frotp-T*ublications such as the New York 
TimesairtTWashington Post. Driver was on the 
Tirnes^list of top five albums for 1994. 

Known as a powerful folksinger and songwriter on 
the Canadian west coast since the late 1970s, she has 
more recently been compared to Tracy Chapman, 
Melissa Etheridge, Michelle Shocked and Bob Dylan. 

Ferron will be joined by Jami Sieberg from 
Rumours of the Big Wave and Darryl Havers on key­
board. 

Liz Forrest and Gloria Valencia of Salt Spring's 
The Bodymind Workshop are sponsoring Ferron's 
concert. 

The event takes place at the Activity Centre 
February 10, beginning at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 
and available in advance at the Rare Find in Ganges 
and at Everywoman's Books in Victoria. Tickets will 
also be available at the door if the concert is not sold 
out. 

MX Y'S o 

\SL)\2^'m7^^^ilMj 
Dinner 5-10pm 

J Q 

PARTS 
Monday Night 7pm 

PRIZES! PRIZES! PRIZES! 

marine pub 
537-5559 - 120 Upper Ganges Rd., 

"at the head of Ganges Harbour" 

PRING. VINEM 
Central Hall Fri. Feb. 3 - 7.1995 

24 HOUR INFO LINE 5 3 7 - 4 6 5 6 

' • • * • • • * * • * * * " * ] 

MACAJLAY C o n n 

CHRISTOPHER LIOYD 

• • • • • * • * • * • * 
"THE PAGEMASTER' IS .AN EXCELLENT 

FILM~A SPECTACULAR JOURNEY. 

Fri.-Tues. 7pm 
Sat. Matinee 2pm (all sears S4 

SUN.&M0N. -GETM0VIE BUCKS S4.00TUES. ADULTS ASK ABOUT OUR DOUBLE FEATURE SPECIA 
Separate Admission: Adults $7 Students S6 Seniors & Children 14 & UNDER S4.00 

F I R S T . C L A S S - F O R ' L E S S 

l 
I 
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Stay for $S9'and 
breakfast is free. 

•Winter bed 

and breakfast 
special includes 
complimentary 

breakfast for 2. 
•Friendly home-
away-from-home 

•Stay'n Save Motor Inns conveniently located in 
four of BC's most popular destinations 

•Beautyrest" mattresses, free sports and movie 
channels, family restaurants and more. 

•Coupon must be presented upon check-in 

Stay'n 
Save. 

i n i m i i D 
Vancouver Airport 

Victoria 
Kamloops 
Kelowna 

I-800-663-0298 
FAXIine (604) 273-9522 

•SingleTDouble per night basis. Valid Nov. 1/94 to March 31/95. 

Available at all locations. Subject to availability. Taxes extra. 

OFFER VALID FRIDAY, SATURDAY, & SUNDAY ONLY u r r t x V A L I U riuuAT, SA I U K U A I , & S U I M U A I urv.LT Q - ^ l , : - _ j 

ITVIUS 
The 

wonderful 
designated 

drivers in groups'! 
of 4 or more' 

guests will eat free 
with unlimited 

pop and coffee 

Thursday, Feb. 2nd 

Barley Bros. 
OPEN STAGE 

8:30pm, 

WITH A NEW FACE, A FIDDLE HAS ARRIVED! 

Thursday, Feb. 9th 

BLUES JAM 
Gene Gmonies Returns 

8:30pm 
Deb's Special Menu 

BBQ RIBS, SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN 
PASTA CREOLE & FAMOUS HUSH PUPPIES 

VESUVIUS wx 
537-2312 

PUB HOURS: 
Daily 11:30-12:30 

Sunday 11-midnight 

http://urv.LT
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FROM RUSSIA: Choir of Siberian teenagers 
will perform February 16 at Ganges. The Little 

Eagles of Siberia will also sing for Fernwood 
School students the following day. 

Russian invasion: series brings 
Little Eagles of Siberia Feb. 16 

The Russians are coming. 
This invasion of song is good 

news for Salt Spring audiences, 
who will be treated to a concert by 
the children's choir Little Eagles 
of Siberia on February 16 in the 
Ganges Activity Centre. 

"Thirty-two Siberian teenagers 
from 12 to 18 will be descending 
on us," said Merle Box, a director 
with the Salt Spring Concert 
Society. Formed in 1971, the choir 
is sponsored by the Krasnoyarsk 
Ballet and Opera and its colourful 
ethnic costumes add to the perfor­
mance. The Little Eagles have 
performed in the USA, in Poland, 
Romania, the Czech Republic, 
Bulgaria and Mongolia as well as 
throughout Russia. 

In 1992, the choir came to 
Canada for a coast-to-coast tour, 
performing 71 concerts and gar­
nering rave reviews. On the pro­

gram are traditional Russian and 
classical compositions, folk songs 
and several English tunes. There 
will also be instrumental balalaika 
performances. 

The children come from Central 
Siberia, 3,000 kilometres east of 
Moscow. Their home city of 
Krasnoyarsk has a population of 
almost one million and was origi­
nally founded as a Cossack fort 
defending the junction of the 
Yenisey and Kacha rivers from 
invading Tartar hordes. 
Krasnoyarsk is therefore closer to 
Mongolia and China than to the 
European influence of Moscow. 

"They look like a real energetic 
group," Box commented, predict­
ing a lively two-hour performance. 
Tickets will be $15 for adults and 
$5 for students and are available 
from Pegasus Gallery, Sharon's 
and at the door. 

Box said the performance has 
been moved to the activity centre 
to allow space for both season 
ticket holders and for those who 
only want to see the choir. 

In addition to their Thursday 
evening performance, the Little 
Eagles will also perform at 
Fernwood School the following 
morning, February 17. Box noted 
a performance had been planned 
for Salt Spring Elementary but 
was cancelled due to budget con­
straints. 

Some residents will also enjoy 
the chance to meet choir members 
personally as billets are required 
for the night of February 16. Hosts 
must be able to spend some time 
with the youngsters and be able to 
host two choir members. 

For information or to volunteer 
as a host, call Maureen Brady at 
537-4445. 

Advice to billets: serve white bread, 
meat to visiting singers from Siberia 

Vegetarianism and brown bread have apparently 
not caught on in Russia. 

Guidelines given to families hosting members of a 
Russian children's choir stress that the children prefer 
white bread and meat with meals. 

Maureen Brady is looking for Salt Spring residents 
willing to host the 42 members of the Little Eagles of 
Siberia choir, who will be on Salt Spring the night of 
February 16. 

Hosts must be able to meet the children at 4 p.m. 
February 16 and take them home for a light meal 
before the rehearsal and performance. They are not 
allowed ice, chilled drinks or ice cream. 

Following the show, the host families are asked to 
give the children a substantial dinner. 

"These are hard-working youngsters who expend 

considerable energy in their evening's concert. Please 
don't let them go to bed hungry," the guidelines note. 

The children prefer white bread or buns and enjoy 
meat, chicken, fruit, salads, potatoes, pasta, pickles, 
vegetables and hot dogs — often coated with ketchup. 
"Siberians are meat eaters and also have a sweet 
tooth," the guidelines report. 

They do not like grapefruit, hot spicy foods, 
muffins, Canadian or American cheese, peanut butter, 
celery, dry breakfast cereals or sandwiches, unless the 
sandwiches are open-faced and piled with meat. 

Favourite activities are shopping, video games and 
swimming. Many of the children do not speak 
English. They are also used to more heat than is com­
mon in Canadian homes, so hosts may want to offer 
extra blankets, heating pads or room heaters. 

Bandemonium sounds better this year, 
but its annual concert is not enough 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

Some musical groups might be 
miffed to hear they sounded 
"much better than last year." 

But more than one person made 
the comment after 
Bandemonium's Sunday perfor­
mance of the second annual 
Celebration of the Band at the high 
school. And if there is one Salt 
Spring group that has continued to 
grow and refine in its short life, it 
is our community concert band. 

It was only two years ago that 
a group of musicians with one 
year of direction under Wendy 
and Derrick Milton made the call 
for more experienced musicians to 
join its ranks. The breadth of that 
experience was overwhelming, 
and the result is a band that is 
greater than the sum of its parts. 

More notable than generally 
tight, expressive performances 
was the variety of pieces selected. 

Bandemonium's repertoire dipped 
into the Renaissance and ran a 
long arpeggio through several 
musical ages and styles. 

Both concerts opened with a 
classic concert band "mood" piece 
called Cimarron Sketches, featur­
ing the strengths of each band sec­
tion. The big band sound took 
over in the next piece, called 
That's a Plenty, and that set toes 
tapping and legs swinging. 

As Derrick Milton said, "no 
band concert would be complete 
without at least one march," and 
they picked a good one - John 
Phillip Sousa's Washington Post 
March. The toes continued to tap. 

One of my concert favourites 
was the Latin American Rainy 
Day Samba, which let the band's 
percussion section (and Derrick 
Milton's hips) go wild. 

Bandemonium sub-groups 
added to the variety. The Sax 
Appeal quartet showed how versa­

tile their instrument is by playing a 
16th-century madrigal in one 
breath and Ain't Misbehavin' in 
another. 

The 15-member "Big Band" 
played three upbeat numbers, 
including the Duke Ellington, 
Irving Mills classic, It Don't Mean 
a Thing. 

Diversity continued with the clar­
inet choir's shiver-inducing Minuet 
and an arrangement of woolly tunes 
like Mary Had a Little Lamb and 
Ba Ba Black Sheep. 

And this year, as Wendy 
Milton pointed out, Bandemonium 
not only knew enough songs for 
an encore, it had to trim its concert 
repertoire by at least six pieces. 

Although the band has played 
publicly more than once in the last 
year, members might want to con­
sider making its "celebrations" 
more than an annual. How else 
can we travel so far musically 
without taking a ferry? 

The Best 
Seafood 
in Town! 

EASIIJE KITCHEN' 
Seafood Restaurant 

WIN IKK HOIKS Ham-Spin 
Wi'dncidai - Sundai Hosed Won. & Ti 

Dinner reservations advised 

(604) 537-2249 
Salt Spring Island 

The Bay at Vesuvius 
Reservations Recommended 

y 

at 

GARDEN TOUR 
of ENGLAND 

SALT SPRING ISLAND GARDEN SOCIETY 
ENGLISH GARDEN TOUR - MAY 13-27, 1995 

ACCOMMODATION 1ST CLASS HOTELS 
Canterbury - Windsor - Central London. 

Visits to Chelsea Flower Show - Sissinghurst Castle Gardens -
GT Dixter - Hampton Ct • Wisley & many more private gardens. 

DRIVE THRU THE COTSWOLDS AND NEW FOREST -
Panoramic coach tour of London. 

COST INCLUDES: 
Air - Hotels - Private coach - Sightseeing • Entrances - Breakfasts 

Some dinners and farewell: dinner cruise. 

$ 3 3 4 2 based on 20 in group 
For copy of itinerary please phone 

Eleanor 1-800-663-7581 or Betty Pellett 537-4974 

Ml 

A A % 

DORIC MOTEL 
Victoria's Friendliest Motel! 

BED AND BREAKFAST 

$39 sgl/dbl occupancy 
Enjoy complimentary breakfast 

at a nearby restaurant 

VHEELHOUSI fd 

"HIAD HUNTERS" 
M Friday & Saturday, Feb. 3 & 4 J> 

IN THE LOUNGE 

"Karaoke" 
Friday & Saturday, Feb. 3 & 4 

fSJCefapim* OK the- &uora//t$attU> 

HARBOUR HOUSE 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD N E WS B EAT WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1,1995 * A 1 9 

ANGER: 
From Page A1 
situation rather than blame its 
school administrators for spending 
too much?" he asked. "This is like 
a parent giving their children 
unlimited allowance and then 
blaming the kids when the car 
payment can't be met." 

Grade 8 teacher Jean Sissons 
said teachers could not "accept a 
lowering of standards or of ser­
vices to students." 

She noted the teachers' delega­
tion could attend Wednesday's 
meeting only because GITA had 
provided funding for substitute 
teachers to lead their classes. 

Sissons also asked for answers 
from the board. "Who had the vot­
ing power? Was it not a collabora­
tive board? Was every decision 
not voted on? Isn't this the kind of 
situation where those responsible 
should resign their positions?" 

Teacher Jack Barclay said every­
one deserved to know how the dis­
trict got into "this mess" and asked 
what plan the board had for instill­
ing confidence in itself in future. 

Referring to the current squeeze 
on hiring substitute teachers, 
Barclay said "to have students sit­
ting in a study hall is outrageous 
and just unacceptable." 

Gulf Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) students were also vocal 
about the effects of cutbacks. 

Morgan Donnelly said, "The bot­
tom line is us. Go sit in a study hall 
with (GISS principal) Eric 
McMahon, or (vice-principals) Scott 

Bergstrome and Nancy McDonald." 
Shannon Salter said students 

witness waste daily at school and 
their knowledge could help the 
board save money. 

"It's really too bad you didn't 
come to us. We have a lot of solu­
tions to this." 

Field also gave the board a list of 
options to explore for funding 
recovery. They included examining 
trust accounts for potential trans­
fers between those and operating 
accounts or investigating the post­
ponement of equipment purchases 
or curriculum implementation. 

He also said GITA may be will­
ing to support a referendum cam­
paign to raise funds and lobby the 
provincial government for "realis­
tic funding levels and to return to 
school districts the right to levy 
supplemental taxes." 

Field told the Driftwood that 
GITA is conducting an indepen­
dent investigation into board fiscal 
management and hopes in future 
to monitor the board's accounting 
on an ongoing basis. A full 
accounting of special education 
revenues and expenditures will 
also be requested, he said. 

Lambert and trustee Charles 
Hingston reminded the meeting 
that CUPE, GITA, District Parents 
Advisory Council and GISS stu­
dent council representatives have 
reserved places at the board table. 
They urged all stakeholders to par­
ticipate in upcoming budget plan­
ning for the 1995-96 school year. 

i Tirî LcbTnounces agenda 
Ganges council meet 

Budget and property taxes, a 
symposium on maintaining the 
Islands Trust mandate and munici-

"-\pal incorporation in the Islands 
ruist area are among the agenda 
topurVfor the March meeting of 
the IslandsTojst Council. 

The meeting will be held on Salt 
Spring on March 9-11. Sessions 
will be held in the Anglican Centre 
and will be open to the public 
starting at 10:30 a.m. March 9. 

The meeting starts with a day­
long workshop on sustaining the 
Trust mandate. Topics to be dis­
cussed include municipal incorpo­
ration within the Trust area, 
growth management and conser­
vation, voluntary land stewardship 
and local planning services. 
Results of this workshop will help 
the Trust establish an organiza­
tional priorities work program. 

Increases in property taxes will 
be one option considered March 
10, when the Trust reviews its 
1995-96 budget. The morning 
workshop will deal with the 
$322,230 worth of short-listed 
programs which are not included 
in the Trust's base budget. 

Options open to the Trust Council 
include increased property taxes to 
finance the programs, eliminating 
the programs and changing the 
base budget. 

The actual budget bylaw will be 
dealt with during the business 
meeting, which starts at 1:30 p.m. 
March 10. 

On the agenda is a review of road 
standards, a policy on amenity zon­
ing, municipal incorporation in the 
Trust area, local subdivision approval, 
an interagency agreement between 
the Trust and the Agricultural Land 
Commission and a bylaw establishing 
Trust-wide policies. 

Delegations are heard starting at 
8:30 a.m. Saturday morning. 

Anyone wishing to address the 
council or present a petition should 
advise the secretary of the Islands 
Trust by 4:30 p.m. March 6 in order 
to reserve a place on the agenda. 

A request can be faxed to 387-
4047, giving the subject of the del­
egation and the name and address 
of the speaker. Or a letter can be 
sent to the Secretary, Islands 
Trust, 2nd Floor, 1627 Fort Street, 
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8. 

McKlMM & LOTT 
B A R R I S T E R S • S O L I C I T O R S • N O T A R I E S P U B L I C 

Serving Saanich Peninsula and the G u l f Islands fo r 22 years 

McKimm & Lott has seven lawyers 
with a wide range of expertise to 

advise you in many areas of the law. 

Areas of practice: 
f a m i l y 

corporate law 

, commercial law 

marine/fisheries law 

real estate/condominiums 

Ganges Centre, Ganges, B.C., 
Sidney office Tel: 656-3961 

criminal 

insurance law 

wills/trusts/estates 

commercial litigation 

ICBC/personal injury/medical 

Tel: 537-9951 Fax: 537-4341 
Victoria office Tel: 389-0809 

CRUSHED? 
We're Your 

COLLISION 
Experts. 

I.C.B.C. claims & private insurance 

DON IRWIN COLLISION 
REPAIRS LTD. 

537-2513 • 115 Desmond Cres. 
Mon.-Fri. 

8 am-4:30 pm 

J Thrifty Foods is proud to present 
Salt Spring's First Annual 

BRIDAL FAIR 
Sunday, Feb. 19th, 1995 

ACTIVITY CENTRE 
(Salt Spring Elementary) 

1:00pm - 5:00pm 
• Door Prizes • Refreshments • Music 
• Fashion Show 
• Exhibits/Displays 
• Complimentary Flower at Door 

Enter to win 
The Grand Prize... 
A FLORAL 

WEDDING PACKAGE 
courtesy of Thrifty Foods - value $200 

4g£b Tickets: $5.00 per person 
available at 

THRIFTY FOODS 
Mouats Centre, Salt Spring Island, 537-1522 

THRIFTY FOODS 
Mouats Centre, Salt Spring Island / Mon.-Sat. 8am -8pm Sun. 9am-7pm 

FLOWERS AND PLANTS 
You will love our large selection of tropical plants, 

flowering plants, hanging baskets, 
cacti and plenty of cut flowers. 

We're only too happy to prepare bouquets 
and arrangements for 

weddings and other special occasions 
Yes, we deliver and we accept Visa, Mastercard and American Express. 

"Congratulations to last weeks lucky winner of a $30 arrangement" 
NANCY STOUT 

/J 
TM 

Enter a friend's name to 
win a $30 arrangement in 
our weekly draw 
FRIENDS NAME. 
ADDRESS 
PHONE# 

IYOURNAME 

"THE PLANT & FLOWER PEOPLE' 
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School district cuts to affect 15, 
deficit carry-over is possible 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

Avoiding a serious deficit will 
not result in as many job losses in 
the Gulf Islands School District as 
first feared. 

When secretary-treasurer Ken 
Starling laid the bottom line on the 
board table last Wednesday, it was 
about 20 per cent smaller than 
proposed two weeks before. 

"Achievable" reductions in 
operating costs for the remainder 
of the school year are set at 
$625,796, down from the initial 
proposed reduction of $797,556. 

Fifteen employees belonging to 
the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (CUPE) received noti­
fication Friday they would be 
working less or laid off as of 
March 1. School board chair­
woman Allisen Lambert said the 
employee cuts represented six 
full-time equivalent positions. 

Twelve are currently employed in 
the operations and maintenance of 
district schools. Ten of those people 
will work between one and four 
hours less each day. One 
groundskeeper received a two-
month layoff notice for two months 
and another for a four-month period. 

Just over $100,000 was saved 
through these operations and 
maintenance department changes. 

Layoff notices were given to 
three people employed as class­
room aides, reducing costs by 
$27,044. The Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS) cafete­
ria and art programs and the 
Pathfinder program on Pender 
Island will be affected. 

The greatest impact to students 
comes from a $145,410 reduction in 
school flex budgets, which includes 
funds for hiring substitute teachers. 
All school principals examined 
those discretionary funds to see 
where savings could be made, sub­
mitting the numbers in meetings 
with Starling, director of instruction 
Bob McWhirter and Lambert. 

CUPE employees will con­
tribute a further $24,400 to reduc­
tions by not working on two pro-
development days. 

Starling found $105,890 in 
salaries earmarked for teachers that 
were expected to return in January, 
"two or three" teachers on sick 
leave whose pay will be taken over 
by the BCTF insurance plan and 
leaves of absence not yet approved. 
McWhirter said savings in teacher 
salaries will also result where lower 
enrolment has cancelled some sec­
ond-semester GISS classes. 

Any plans to improve buildings 
or equipment will also be on hold, 
as the annual local capital budget 
is frozen, saving $150,000. 

Other reductions will be 
achieved as follows: legal budget, 
$3,364; advertising, $4,250; staff 
travel, $7,303; administration on 
pro-d days, $4,500; school trustees' 
budget, $8,750; district supplies, 
$26,850; teachers pro-growth fund, 
$10,000; transportation, $7,835. 

What about the remaining 
$171,760 needed to balance this 
year's budget? 

Lambert said the board will 
continue seeking ways to reduce 
spending this year. Asking the 
education ministry for permission 

Hypertension reason given 
for Marshall's sick leave 

The Gulf Islands School District is currently operating without a chief 
executive officer. 

Superintendent Mike Marshall is on "indefinite sick leave" due to "a 
long-standing hypertension condition," board chairwoman Allisen 
Lambert said. 

The announcement was made at the January 11 board meeting. 
Marshall's leave took effect January 9. 

VSPH 
KITCHEN Co LTD 

We're your island source 
for a high-quality kitchen. 

We offer an exciting 
variety of styles, 

finishes and accessories, 
backed by years of design 

and installation experience. 

A visit to our showroom 
is the first step. 

Upper Ganges Rd. 
CALL 537-9222 

MAKE YOUR NEXT KITCHEN YOUR BEST! 

j \ terit Kitch ens 
O u r kitchen* don t just cook. T h e y sizzle. 

to carry forward that deficit is one 
option, she said. 

She pointed out that the six per 
cent budget overrun has been 
eliminated with the approved bud­
get reduction plan. The $171,760 
outstanding represents the 
$175,000 deficit carried over from 
the previous year. 

Rumoured job losses by those 
employed as paraprofessionals in 
classrooms with special needs stu­
dents did not materialize in the 
updated reduction plan. A 20 per 
cent possible reduction figure in 
"classroom and student support" 
was put forth in the January 11 pro­
posed plan. Starling said that fig­
ure, translating to $174,298, "was 
nothing more than a mathematical 
calculation" used prior to investi­
gating real possibilities for savings. 

Lambert said that while the board 
"regrets any employee would be 
affected" by budget cuts, members 
were "pleased that the direct impact 
at the student level is minimal." 

She said the board is continuing 
to investigate causes of the over­
spending and hopes everyone 
involved in education will con­
tribute to plans for increasing effi­
ciency in the district. 

V 

Chelsea 
O t t a ^ C c o m p a n y 

Guest Cottages 
starting from $39,900 

For more information call Jim 
office phone/fax 537-1323 Home 537-4330 W 

mwmmuaTi 

• nams 

Add value and elegance 
to your home with a 

new wooden handrail. 

Curved or straight -
paint grade or oak. 

Come and see us for 
the best deals in town. 
Mouldings, mantels, 

spindles, railings and more. 

475-2077 

artisan t~ 
\I(HII)IM,S\YAREH01'SE i 

477 Boteskme Rd. Victoria 

Prices H b d H 
JAN. 31-fEB. 6/95 

We b u r n 
theKghtto 

Limit QuonHties 

SHOPPING AT 
SIDNEY SUPER FOODS MAKES 

CENTS, BKADSkX 
YOU SAVE DOLLARS 

2531 BEACON AVE. 
"Sidney By The Sea" 

OPEN EVERY DAY: 

E g * * Open '1.19:00 p. m. 

WE OFFER YOU QUALITY BEEF. MEAT PRODUCTS, A N D FRESH PRODUCE AT PRICES YOU CAN AFFORD 
CUT FROM CANADA GR. "A" 1FRESH FAMILY PACK 

BEEF LOIN FAMILY PAK - * * 

Porterhouse or T-Bone *jOR 

MIL -\ 
BEEF SIRLOIN 
STEAKS 7 23kg 3.28 
FAMILY PACK BEEF 8.33kg A •ffl 
WING STEAKS J . / O 
BEEF TENDERLOIN 18.69kg A J A 
STEAK OR ROAST 0 . * » b 

FRYING CHICKEN • A A 

BREASTS J . 9 8 
WHOLE 
FRESH PACIFIC 
COD FILLETS 3 48ib .77,< 

UflUTYU* 

UFE STYLE SUCED COOKED MEATS: 
Turkey Breast 
snoKMnara 
Cooked H e 11% 

IMITATION 
CRAB MEAT 268kg .59 
FRESH EXTRA LEAN 
GROUND BEEF s oskg 128 . 
FRESH SLICED 
VEALUVIBsiTkg 198 . 

1.2L 
UFE STYLE SMOKED 
Boneless Han 1/ri 657kg 2.98 

UFE STYLE VAC PAK 
TuktyWmn450g m. 

SWIFT PREMIUM 
SUCED SIDE 
BACON 500g 1.9L 

FRESH BONELESS 
LEG OF PORK 

Roasts ̂  36kg 1,98. 
FRESH FAMILY PAK 
BONELESS 6.13kg A VA 
PORK LEG CUTLETS L I Oh 
OLYMPIC SMOKED 
BONELESS WHOLE 4.1 

T0UPIE 
H A M 1/7$ i/4'$ 1.88 
READY TO SERVE 
H A M STEAKS 547kg 148 

WE ALWAYS PRODUCE MORE FOR YOUR FOOD DOLLAR AT SIDNEY SUPER FOODS-WE ALWAYS PRODUCE MORE FOR YOUR FOOD DOLLAR AT SIDNEY SUPER FOODS 

U.S. FANCY GRANNY SMITH I CALIFORNIA NAVEL U.S. FRESH 

Oranges Celery 
U.S. FRESH I U.S. RUSSET MEXICAN ROMA 

Gr. Peppers Po ta toes Tomatoes 
— 1 1.72kg 

SIDNEY SUPER SAVINGS 
WELCH'S 
GRAPE 
J U I C E 1L while or red 1 87 

SIDNEY SUPER SAVINGS 
JEL10 assorted 

JELLY 
POWDER 8, 391 

SIDNEY SUPER SAVINGS 
SQUIRREL 

PEANUT 
BUTTER iskgkx 4 37 

0CEANSPRAY 
CRANBERRY COCKTAIL 40 PL 127 

L i p t o n 
•H'intci -iA/iii/u" 

SIDNEY SUPER SAVINGS 
ISLAND BAKERY 

BREAD r s 
60%w/wW567gloaf 

ER SAVING 

67' 
OR0WEATAUSTRAUAN 
TOASTER BISCUITS 3 var. 6'$ 1.27 

KEUOGG'S CEREAL 
CRISPIX 350g 197 
QUAKERS assorted cereal 
HARVEST CRUNCH 750-800g 187 
MARDIGRAS PAPER 
SERVIETTES 12C$ 1.27 
R0YALE2ply ft_ 
FACIAL TISSUES ISO's . .97 
BOUNCE SHEETS A _ _ 
FABRIC SOFTENER 45 SCKS ' 1 5 7 
ULTRA CHEER: 

Laundry mL1 
Powder B " 
4Lvor. 

LIQUID 

Tide . -
Detergent ^ 

DOVE MILD UQUID 
DISHWASHING sooml .97 
DR. BALLARD assorted 
CHEW EEZ DOG TREAT I42g 1.57 
DR. BALLARDS ORIGINAL 
DOG FOOD A30g tin 1.39 
HUSKIES assorted 
CAT FOOD iSAg v.69 

CLIP S. SAVE AT SIDNEY SUPER FOODS 

BECEL SOFT 
MARGARINE zibtub 197 
RAGUHOMESTYLEORHEARTHY 
PASTA SAUCE assorted 250ml 1.97 
UPTONS assorted 
NOODLE & SAUCE i30g .97 
UPTONS assorted var. 
HERBAL TEA BAGS 24'$ 117 
RED ROSE ORANGE PEKOE 
TEA BAGS 80'$ 137 

KRAFT CRACKER BARREL 454g pack 
Cheddar Cheese r.g. or light 

MUD 

4.17 
MED 

4.37 
OLD 

4.57 

VENICE BAKERY 
8 GRAIN BREAD 680g U7 
CAMPBELLS assorted var. • 4 _ 
HOME COOKING SOUP 19a!. 1 . 3 / 
PAUUN PEERlfSS , » 
SODA CRACKERS 450g 1.57 
DEUSLf reg. oi light 
Y O G U R T assorted 175g .67 
UBERTY 
VEGETABLE OIL I L 117 
KRAFT PHILADELPHIA 
Cream 
Cheese 
Reg. Light 
asst250g F 

KRAFT SINGLE 

Cheese 
Slices 
SOOg 3> 

NESTLE' MINI 
P U D D I N G assorted 4xl42g 1.57 
TASTERS CHOICE assorted 
INSTANT COFFEE isog 6.87 
ISBY'S DEEP BROWN 
BEANS 398ml varieties .77 
UBBY'S IN TOMATO 
C A N N E D PASTAS assorted 398ml .77 

CUP & SAVE AT SIDNEY SUPER FOODS 

TETLEYS O R A N G E P E K O E 
TEA BAGS 44 s 

17 - NESCAFE RICH BLEND f " O Q _ROYALE 2ply 
' • INSTANT COFFEE 2009 5 iTOILETTl! 

FROZEN SNOWCREST 
SMALL SIZE GREEN PEAS ikg 
FROZEN McCAIN CONC. 
ORANGE JUICE 355ml 
FROZEN McCAIN'S POTATOES 
SUPER-GEMS, STAR & PATTIES 750g I . 
FROZEN HIGHUNER n A — 
ENGLISH STYLE FISH & CHIPS 650g 2 . 7 / 
— I CUP & SAVE AT SIDNEY SUPER FOODS -

991 
uri A: JL —.:.„ ci, A/OK • ULAk ski. ,r.*>r* A Irwnik rvrW Orwrowxin D« Dxicii f^rtt Ffib C.'v5 

SSUE 8 rolls 
VVeS this a>upw & family order. O r * coupon per pait, expires Feb. 6 /95 | 

1 
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