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Some things to consider when 
you're buying a first home 

(SOP) Picking a first home 
should be a balance between what 
the buyer wants and what the 
buyer needs, sprinkled with emo­
tion and a healthy dose of practi­
cality. Too much emotion can lead 
to costly, short-sighted decisions. 
And first-time buyers are more 
likely to bend to emotion than 
anyone else. 

When people buy their first 
home, they tend to fall in love 
with it more easily. But remember, 
you'll change your mind. You 
need to live in a few different 
properties to know what's best for 
you. 

Experts advise a methodical, 
practical approach to evaluating a 
home and deciding if it's best for 
the buyer. Prospective owners 
should think about: 
• Space for expanding families. 
• If they enjoy gardening and 

tending lawns. 
• If they prefer the style of homes 

in older, more established 
neighborhoods or newer ones. 

• Resale value. 
It's critical that you look at the 

property from a resale point of 
view. Sooner or later, you'll want 
to move up or sell. 

Experts also advise buyers to 
probe for structural problems and 
even something as simple as 
where a sundeck is located. A 
south-facing sundeck will be 
bathed in sunlight for much of 
the day, one facing east will like­
ly be in shadows by mid-after­
noon. 

A real estate lawyer suggests 
first-time buyers take an impartial 
friend along when they view a 
home. 

It's important to have someone 
objective and candid with you to 
look for the negatives — small 
rooms, low ceilings, etc. 
Appraisers check inside and out­
side the house, noting the layout 

of the home, modem features such 
as energy-efficient windows and 
doors and sought-after finishes 
such as hardwood floors. 

First-time buyers must look at 
finished basements, or at least 
ones with rough-ins for a future 
bathroom and laundry room. 

In a 5,000-square-foot home 
you wouldn't need a finished 
basement; in a 1,000-square-foot 
home, you would appreciate one. 

Other value-added features in a 
home are main-floor family 
rooms, a deck, fencing and an eat-
in kitchen, even if it's only big 
enough for a small table. 

We advise buyers to 
look into their future 

before picking out 
where they want to 
live and the home 

they want. 

So are garages, upgraded 
kitchens with new cupboards, 
counters and flooring in older 
homes, more than one bathroom 
and energy-efficient windows. 

Other features aren't worth as 
much as a first-time buyer might 
think. A swimming pool con­
tributes marginally to value and if 
a family room or recreation room 
is in the basement, it should be as 
bright as possible and recently 
renovated. 

In older homes, the basement 
recreation room tends to be very 
dated, dark and poorly lit. 

We advise buyers to look into 
their future before picking out 
where they want to live and the 
home they want. Ten years ago, a 
first-time buyer stayed in a first 
home for two to three years. 

/WEST WIND HARDWOOD INCA 
"Family owned & operated" 
at 5-10189 McDonald Park Road. Sidney 

YOUR SOURCE FOR 
• Hardwoods • 
• Softwoods • 
• Plywoods • 

Hardwood Veneer, Marine Grade 
MDF and Melamines 

c*& 
For Your Home.. 

from Timber Frame Construction 
to Interior Details and Furniture 

For Your Boats.. 
from Kayaks to Yachts 

CALL US 656-0848 
OR 1 -800-667-2275 

Driftwood's 
Home Improvement 

Sections 

Helping you, 
helping your home. 

Twite a year. 

Now buyers are staying put for 
five to seven years. 

Buyers also should consider 
how well the home they want 
blends into the neighbourhood. 
Often the best rule is don't pick 
the best house on the street but 
don't pick the worst either. If 
you buy the best, you might not 
get money back at resale. If you 
buy the worst, you may pump 
too much money in for a 
cleanup. 

In fact, the average buyer 
spends about 18 minutes looking 
at a house before be or she decides 
to buy it. A building inspector 
should be consulted before buying 
an older home. 

If the house is 20 years old, ask 
if the furnace needs replacing or if 
the roof needs repairs. If things are 
wearing out, you should know 
what costs to expect. 

A building inspection protects 
the buyer by focusing on the func­
tional aspects of the house such as 
roofs, walls and floors. 

Probes of mechanical systems 
such as heating, air conditioning 
and plumbing are included in an 
inspection and a good inspector 
should take the buyer along on 
the job. An inspection gives a 
buyer a much better understand­
ing of the actual condition of the 
house. 

Potential problems are divided 
into three categories: poor work­
manship, moisture and water 
problems such as leaky basements 
and attics, and age. 

A lot of components in a house 
have a 15-year time range — fur­
naces, roof shingles, plumbing fit­
tings, tile-tub enclosures. 

Buyers should avoid the "syn­
drome" of looking at 20 to 30 
houses before they buy. You 
should take your time but don't 
get so used to looking at houses 
that you don't buy one. 

t6e ^u^udaton, 
Blown Insulation •Fiberglass Batts 

KeepingYou Warm... 

Mike Sawchuk 
(604) 537-5299 
14years experience 

100% Locally owned & operated 
"WE REFIT OLD HOMES WITH INSULATION" 

Marine Construction 
& Inspection Services 

on time, on budget, I complete all 
work myself... 

• New heavy timber floats, built to 
Federal specifications 12 x 24,12 x 30, 
12x40,40x40 

• Piledriving, new or used piling to 45' 
• Moorings, galvanized long-link mooring 

chain, 1 ton or 2 1/2 ton concrete 
anchors 

• Complete docks; walkways on piling, 
aluminum ramps, floats on piling or 
anchors 

• Repairs and Maintenance 
• Deck barge, 35 ton capacity 
• Stainless clothesline dinghy systems to 

dolphin pile or anchored float 
• Application assistance for lease or 

license of occupation 

Call Grant Wickland 
phone and fax 653-4464 

Over 300 Spas Sold! 
Congratulations to the Black family 

(Spa #303) of Salt Spring Island. 
Thanks for choosing a spa from Isles West. 

Happy Tubbing! 
BOB 

"We're Your Water Experts 
Spa* A Hot Tito • Watar Storaga Tank* A Systems • Pool Heater* • Pool A Spa Chemicals A Accessories 

Septic Tank* • Saks* • Service A Installation • Bull Watar Delivery • MM Excavator A Dump Truck 

ISLES WEST WATER SERVICES 
BOB ELLISON Pool * Spa chemicals oho tmtihbU al hhtnd Spoke Pofk Bike Shop 6 5 3 * 4 5 1 3 

Spasion display at"Letthe• Phtmben" 
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Not asking dumb question 
can result in lost time, money 

There is no such thing as a 
dumb question when it comes to 
building a home or an addition, 
says Salt Spring building inspector 
Dick Stubbs. 

The answer costs nothing, but 
the mistake can cost a lot if it's not 
caught in time." 

The 469-paged National 
Building Code (on which 
provinces model their building 
codes) dedicates some 200 
pages to housing. Some require­
ments have evolved over a long 
period of time and their purpose 
is not immediately clear, Stubbs 
says, but most code rules are set 
so builders meet structural safe­
ty, health and energy conserva­
tion needs. 

Compared to urban areas where 
developer-built homes are stan­
dard, Salt Spring has a number of 
custom-built and owner-built 
homes, Stubbs notes. And while 
people don't often go too wrong, 
the biggest fault emerges from 
lack of budding code familiarity. 

"Some people don't spend 
enough time reading and asking," 
Stubbs says. He advises people to 
"phone contractors, building 
inspectors and ask around before 
building." 

He also strongly recommends 
people check out contractors and 
sub-contractors, obtaining refer­
ences before hiring them. 

"This is a close-knit communi­
ty," Stubbs notes, "and there are 
relatively few poor, unscrupulous 
contractors and subs. But every 
community has some." 

Stubbs also points to a high 
incidence of marriage breakdown 
in owner-builder families. Owner 
builders make numerous major 
decisions within a few months; 
contention arises when the hous­
ing needs of all family members 
are not met equally and when 
maximum budgets are set without 
allowing for mistakes and forgot­
ten items. 

"Realistic estimating" is 
extremely important, Stubbs says. 

INSPECTION SERVICE: Building inspector Dick Stubbs pro­
vides building inspection service on Salt Spring, a function of 
the Capital Regional District. 

If an owner budgets everything he 
can afford, something (such as 
kitchen cabinets) must be eliminat­
ed if an item costs more than antic­
ipated or something is forgotten. 

The day is gone, Stubbs adds, 
when two guys take a couple of 
saw horses into a field and throw 
up a house. "What we demand in a 
house as gone way up" and with 
it, the cost of building. 

Adhering to building code regu­
lations protects the future buyer, 
Stubbs notes. For this reason, per­
mit fees cost about 60 per cent of 
total inspection expenses. 
Taxpayers (who are ultimately 
being protected) pay the additional 
40 per cent. 

Following is a list of "little" 
code items that Stubbs says often 
cause problems for the owner 
builder. 

• Stairs "are not just a pile of 
steps leading somewhere — they 
are a safety issue." Many people 
do not realize that proper stairs are 
needed for accessing a loft. 

• Requirements for woodstoves 
must be observed prior to installa­
tion. Mistakes here can cost a lot 
of money. 

• Drainage rules are also impor­
tant. "People have to know that 
when the rain comes — it comes," 
says Stubbs. 

• Some code items such as solid 
blocking on either side of exterior 
doors, and smoke alarms are 
included for security purposes and 
meet the demands of insurance 
company lobbyists. 

• Other code items involving 
window and insulation criteria 
help buildings meet National 
Energy Code figures. 

Blind faith is not recommended 
Dealing with sub-contractors is a major component 

of owner-contracted building projects, according to 
California-based building consultant Charley 
Huddleson, who gives the following tips on finding 
and hiring sub-contractors. 

The best method of finding and selecting a sub-con­
tractor is by word of mouth, although the system is not 
foolproof. It is inadvisable to hire someone — even a 
recommended person — on blind faith. Building 
material supply stores are good places to find and 
check the names of good sub-contractors. This way 
the builder ensures he is hiring a worker who pays his 
bills and has good credit. It is best to get three to five 
names before choosing who will do the job. 

Visiting a construction site can also help in the 
search for a good sub-contractor. Be sure to ask the 
foreman or lead carpenter on the job if it's okay to 
talk to the plumber, electrician (etc.). Contact with the 
sub gives the owner the opportunity to assess the 
tradesman's work and meet him personally. 

Another method is to offer to pay a general contrac­
tor a consultation fee for names and information on 
sub-contractoTS. General contractors have already 
gone through the sorting process and deal with subs 
they can count on. 

Once the owner has a list of names he should 
check each one out. Obtain references by asking for 
the names and telephone numbers of people who 
have hired them. Ask if the sub started and finished 
the job when he said he would, if the quality of work 
was acceptable and if he responded quickly to 
requests for repairs. 

Check the subs' business backgrounds before 
selecting several to bid on the job. Usually one will 
stand out — not necessarily the lowest bidder. The 
subs' enthusiasm for getting and doing the job is also 
important. 

If a bid comes in much lower than the others or 
lower than anticipated, check to see everything has 
been included in the bid. 

"Seating' dtiL xka> &uS> Suan&jJ' 

UNICORN CONSTRUCTION 
105 Cedar Lane, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 1R1 

* Concrete Work * Painting & Decorating 
* Sundecks * Renovations 
* Sun Rooms * Remodelling 
* Foundations & Framing * Reliable 

* "Excellent References" 

Call JOHN PAUL 537-2732 

H 

LOURIM 
&.QQ 

RENOVATIONS 
MICHAEL LOURIM 

537-9960 

" \ 

J 

• Painting • Decking • Fencing 
• Gutter Cleanout • Repairs 

• Renovations • Remodelling 
COMPLETE HOME MAINTENANCE 

FROM THE GROUND UP! 

CALL MIKE VERGE 

537-1812 

WIND O W 
... New ways to | | 

One of B.C.'s large 
manufacturer of quality 
vinyl & aluminum windows 
& patio doors. 

ALUMINUM 
• Thermally broken frames 
• Condensation virtually 

eliminated 
• Custom shapes and sizes 
• New construction and 

replacement windows 

INYL 
«Maintenance free 
• Muiticharrtbered 

design 
• Welded corners 
•White & almond colour 

Sealed units manufactured by Stariine 
Windows cany a limited 10 YEAR 
WARRANTY against seal failure which is 
twice the industry standard. 

VICTORIA 
4211 Commerce Circle, Victoria, B.C. V8Z 6N6 

Tel: 744-1114 FAX: 744-1880 

PARKSVILLE 
1240 Taylor Rd.. Parksville, B.C V9P 2B9 

Tel: 954-1218 FAX: 954-1218 
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Re-insulate roof to protect from 
summer's heat, winter's cold 
Q. / have a duplex built in 1967. It 
has a flat sloping roof topped by 
tar and gravel 

The underneath side, between 
the joists, has 3 inches of glass-
fibre insulation with a 2-millime­
tre polyethylene vapor barrier 
next to a plaster ceiling. 

The problem is that in the sum­
mer, the flat on the second floor 
gets very warm. Is it because there 
is too little insulation or do you 
think there could be another rea­
son? 

A. The reader has included a dia­
gram indicating that there are four 
vents on the roof. 

Our reader is right in assuming 
that insulating the roof makes a 
house less costly to heat in the 
winter and cooler in the summer. 
The question about just how much 
cooler or warmer depends on the 
amount of insulation, its ability to 
withstand heat flow and whether 
or not it was properly installed. 

The value of an insulating mate­
rial is usually measured by its abil­
ity to slow heat movement, which 
for most people translated to heat 
loss. This is usually measured in 
an R-value rating or an RSI rating. 

Oddly, while most builders and 
homeowners use the R-value sys­
tem, the government insists on 
using both. The estimated R-value 
for the 3 inches of glass fibre insu­
lation in your roof is about R-9. 

Although it is good that you 
have some insulation in your roof, 
an R-9 rating is not very high. 

Until about five years ago, the 
government, through the 
Department of Energy, Mines and 
Resources, or through the 
Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, published recom­
mended insulation levels and it 
was not uncommon for them to 
recommend roof insulation levels 
in the R-20 to R-30 range. 

Energy efficiency enthusiasts, 
gleefully installed R-40 in their 
roots if they could. Now, because 
of a program change, the govern­

ment has stopped issuing recom­
mended insulation levels for vari­
ous parts of the house. Instead of 
looking at individual building 
components, they are looking at 
the house as a whole system. 

All this leads to the fact that 
though it is good that you have 
some insulation in your roof, you 
would be a lot warmer in the win­
ter and cooler in the summer if 
you added more. 

If you can get into the roof cavi-

The value of an 

insulating material 

is usually measured 
by its ability to slow 

heat movement, 
which for most 

people translated 

to heat loss. 

ty, you should be able to safely 
double the amount of insulation 
you have without interfering with 
roof-cavity ventilation, which is 
necessary to carry off any mois­
ture that could damage the roof. 

Another point here is that mois­
ture barriers, the polyethylene 
sheeting used to prevent moisture 
becoming trapped in the walls or 
ceilings of a house that is being 
insulated, should be 9 millimetres 
thick, not 2 millimetres. 

This being said, however, there 
may still be some things to do that 
might make your home a little 
cooler in the summer time. 

You can start by checking your 
vents to make sure they penetrate 
down into the roof cavity. Vents 
have been known to become 
blocked when insulation has been 
installed and this may have hap­
pened in your case. If the vent is 
blocked, remove the material 
blocking it. 

In some older houses, where a 
second roof has been built on top 

DRAPERY 
CLEANING 
( C L E A N E D 8c P R E S S E D ) 

WITH THIS AD 
(valid until Oct. 31st, 1994) 

SALT SPRING 
Linen & Dry Cleaners 

• Professional Dry Cleaners 
• Shirt Service & Laundry 
• Covera l ls & Shop Towels 

Linen Rentals & Service * 
Entrance Mats • 

Sani tat ion Supplies * 

116 Hereford Avenue, Ganges 537-2241 

H O U S e h o l d H i n t S When wooden 
drawers stick, rub s o m e candle w a x or soap along 

contact surfaces to m a k e t h e m glide better. 

of the first, unscrupulous roofers 
have failed to connect the vent to 
the first roof cavity, making any 
real ventilation impossible. 

Another possibility to explore is 
the state of your roof. Your house 
was built in 1967. When was it 
last reroofed? Tar and asphalt 
roofs have been known to last for 
30 years. If you still have your 
original roof or if the second roof 
is 10 years or more older, you 
should take a close look at it 

If is the original roof, it will 
probably need replacement and this 
may provide you with an opportu­
nity to add additional insulation. 

If the existing roof is 10 years 
old, check to make sure that there 
is still a good coating of gravel on 
the roof. Gravel is added to flat 
roofing in order to reflect the sun's 
harmful ultra-violet radiation. 

If the gravel has been blown off 
over the course of years, but the 
roof itself is in good condition, 
you should have some gravel 
placed and spread over the roof to 
form an even coating. This will 
help cut heat build-up by reflect­
ing more of the sun's rays away 
from the roof. 

KIWI PLUMBING^ 
RON BRIGHT 

537-9717 
"Island to Island" 

^gt~- "=es 

109 Stonecutter Way, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K1J3 

HOME OF THE FALL OUT CHAIR 

VFOAM 
QFOAM INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 2415 
Sidney, B.C. V8L 3Y3 
Phone/Fax 656-0145 

ULTIMATE IN COMFORT AND SECURITY! 
The elegant lightweight Fall Out Comfort Chair designed for peo­
ple who must sit for many hours. 
Preferred for people suffering from 
Alzheimers or Dementia. 
Designed in Australia and manu­
factured in Australia, England, 
Ireland and North America - World 
leaders in the design and manufacture 
of High Comfort Hospital and Nursing 
Home Furniture. {j 

We will have demonstrations on the Gulf Islands. 
If you are interested, please leave your name/number and we will 

contact you as soon as possible. 

I F u'sADuPcwr BRAND, 
I'VE GOT I t 
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Arlene Dashwood 
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I'm your local DuPont Approved MasterStore* 
retailer. And only MasterStores carry MasterLife* 
the tough new performance carpet that stays 
beautiful year after year. Plus, I have two other all-
new DuPont carpet brands: STAINMASTER Plus™, 
with unsurpassed soil and stain protection, and 
Grand Luxura™, for exceptional style and luxury. So 
visit the one place where you can see everything 
DuPont has to offer. 

DUPONT 
A P P R O V E D 

%?&S& 

MasterLife stays beautiful year after year. 
New DuPont "Oversize" fibre technology 
makes it the perfect choice for high 
traffic areas. 

STAINMASTER Plus offers superior stain 
and soil protection that stands up even to 
repeated professional cleaning. 

The exceptional style and luxury of Grand 
Luxura is available in a superb palette of 
colours and styles. 

MM 
^Trademark of El . du Ponl de Nemours and Company *"DuPont service mark. 

RAVE 
REVIEWS 

d "Saxony-
Reg. 39.95 

MONTE 
VISTA 
"Berber-
Reg. 25.95 

^fafa*.*. Pile' 

Marina 
"Cut 

$1780 
fa J sq-yd. 

OPENING 
NIGHT 
Trackless-
Reg. 35.95 

$ WE W 
Reg. 26.95 

Noble 
Image 
"Pin Dor 
Reg. 40.95 

SALE PRICED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30,1994 

Bur r i t t Bros, 
Carpets Store 1907 

GASfGBSmiAGE MiUSKErCBrrfiE 

ARLEXE DASHWOOD 
RANDAL DASHWOOD 

Family Representatives for the Gulf Islands 

537-5533 
Vancouver * North Vancouver f Salt Spring 



Retail price now affordable on 
purple Guyanese hardwood 

It might take a war wound to get 
a purple heart medal, but it only 
takes some adventurous spirit to 
use purpleheart wood in your 
home and property. 

Purpleheart is a South American 
hardwood that was until recently 
too pricey for most builders' bud­
gets. But with Windsor Plywood 
having acquired rights to some 
two million acres of purpleheart 
trees in Guyana, a country on 
South America's northeast coast, 
it is now an attractive option for 
homeowners and woodworkers. 

"Its retail price is now 30 to 40 
per cent lower than the wholesale 
cost used to be," Ganges Windsor 
Plywood store manager Ken Marr 
reported recently. 

Purpleheart is an extremely 
hard, dense wood which trans­
forms from a rather unremarkable 
brown to a rich and striking bur­
gundy-purple colour as it ages. 

"When it is first fallen it is very 
drab looking," explained Marr. 
"But as it matures it turns a very 
brilliant purple." 

Marr said the wood is easy to 
work with, finishes well and takes a 
high polish. Its grain has been com­
pared to that of mahogany or teak. 

Purpleheart is suitable for 
indoor finishing work and heavy 
outdoor construction, but exposure 
to water will return the wood to its 
original brown hue. Some boards 
cut from the innermost part of the 
tree will also not complete a full 
colour transformation. 

Windsor offers the wood in a vari­
ety of cuts, including a rough prod­
uct for cabinet-makers. They can 
also provide pieces for a specific 
decorative purpose, and homeown­
ers wanting to tread vicariously in 
exotic lands could have purpleheart 
wood custom-milled into flooring. 

Marr said it is a common con­
struction material in several 
Central and South American coun­
tries, and a Costa Rican building 
supply store would stock purple 
heart 2x4s. 

While that will not be the case 
at Ganges' Windsor Plywood out­
let, the store does have 1,000 
board feet in stock at its recently-
reduced prices. 

"It costs just a bit more than 
kiln-dried fir that grows in our 
back yards," noted Marr. 

He also stressed that Windsor's 
two million acres is being selec­
tively-logged on a sustainable 
yield basis, addressing concerns 
about defoliation and clearcutting 
of South America's forests. 

And to further tempt brave 
homeowners and builders, the 
Ganges store is now trying to bring 
in a sample of "greenheart" wood. 

A buddcn 
-+0 cen/tiuchofl 

• NEW HOMES • ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS • COMMERCIAL 
• CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT • REMOTE ISLAND CONSTRUCTION 

Tel/Fax 537-4330 

Tom 
Volquardsen 

537-5188 
P.O. Box 

385 
Ganges, 

B.C. 
V0S 1E0 

Wallpapering 
& 

Painting 

SPECIAL EFFECTS 
Marbltzing & graining 

AFFORDABLE HARDWOOD: Windsor Plywood's Ken Marr 
wi th sample of purpleheart from Guyana. 

Lighted candle test 
measures passing air 

(SOP) To find out 
whether your windows 
need caulking, try this test: 
move a lighted candle 
around each window. If the 
flame flickers, it means air 
is passing through. 

When there isn't a 
crackling fire in the fire­
place, cold drafts can 
enter through the chim­
ney. The most effective 
way of avoiding this is 
to add glass doors that 
can be tightly closed 
when the fireplace isn't 

operating. 
Single-pane sliding win­

dows, the type usually 
found above a kitchen sink 
or in the basement, lure 
cold indoors. 

Replacing them with 
thermal glass or double or 
triple-pane windows will 
drastically reduce the level 
of penetration. 

Weather stripping around 
windows and doors will 
make the biggest dent in 
your heating bill, up to 
about 40 per cent. 

Polyiirethane 
Protection 

FOR FINISHED OR UNFINISHED 
INTERIOR 

WOOD 
^olyurethane 

B f fiU? Am « 1 
a Nyurethane d 

HIGH C1DSS at ° H 

V ^ n . Moored Q 

low uisTne tx 

fuu FINISH * * M 

PAINTS 

Protect your 
interior wood 
surfaces with 
our durable, easy 
to apply polyurethane finish. Ideal for floors, 
trim, paneling, furniture, tabletops and bars. Available 
in high gloss, low lustre and flat finishes. 

166 FULFORD 
GANGES RD. 
(next to Low Cost) 

CALYPSO 
CARPET f Tel: 537-5455 

Tax: 537-5208 

!V!'V , , ' ,"' ' , ' : ' ' ' ,: , , IM ' , , ' 'V'' 
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Feeling Frayed 
Around lite Edges? 
DID YOU KNOW THAT WE N O W OFFER 

Rug Binding, Inlay Border Work 
for Home, Office and Boat 

Why not turn those previously unwanted carpet pieces 
into attractive, functional area rugs to enhance your floors? 
We make it easy and affordable! Call for a free estimate. 

GULF ISLANDS FLOOR INSTALLATIONS 
Ian Brierley 537-1733 Message, or 537-9150 
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Ceramic tiles a thin line 
between walls, disaster 

One day you happen to notice a 
piece of bathroom tile is loose. 
Just one, looks like a little crack in 
the g r o u t . . . . Well, actually, the 
tiles next to it are a little loose, too 
. . . Maybe half a dozen altogether. 
Nothing to fixing that, right? Just 
pry off the old tiles, slap on some 
new adhesive, stick' em back up. 
A simple Saturday afternoon job 
for the do-it-yourselfer. 

Not necessarily. 
Tile adhesive is virtually never 

the problem when a tile comes 
loose. Instead, loose tile is an indi­
cation that some component of the 
tile-backing system has failed, 
allowing water to get in and 
destroy the bond. 

The most obvious culprit is the 
grout. It can dry out our crack and 
let water seep in between the tiles. 
The grout may have cracked 
because something behind it has 
gone wrong, however. 

In fact, neither plaster nor dry-
wall is a good surface to back tile. 
If the tile and grout fail to protect 
it, or if moisture gets in from some 
other source — a leaking pipe or 
faucet, window or roof leak that 
gets inside the wall — both plaster 
and drywall will crumble. 
Standard drywall is not water-
resistant, and unless it's been spe­
cially sealed, neither is plaster. 

Plaster clings to its lath backing 
because of its "keys" — the plas­
ter that oozes through the gaps, 
over the backs of the lath strips, 
and hardens in place. Water dam­
age, settlement and vibration (such 
as that from passing buses) can 
break off the keys. Once the keys 
are gone, it's only a matter of time 
before the plaster fails. 

Bathrooms are amazingly damp 
places. A simple shower can pump 
gallons of moisture into the air. In 
a sense, the tiles are a thin line 
between walls and disaster. 

So when tiles are loose, it may 
require a fairly complicated proce­
dure to fix them. Some fixes may 
be so extensive they knock the 
bathroom out of commission. 

Three case histories illustrate 
some of the problems in tile 
repair. 

• Randy worked on a bathroom 
in a 150-year-old house where 
dampness had invaded the plaster 
behind the tile above the tub. 
When he got the tile off, the wall 
behind was actually slimy. He 
took out all the bad plaster and 
dried the space with a fan and a 
heater. Once it was dry, he 
patched it with a fast-drying plas­
ter. The he primed and sealed the 
wall. He was able to replace the 
old tile with a close match. Then 
he cut down all the old grout and 

regrouted the entire bath, so it 
would all match. 

• In another project, changing 
the layout of the bath is going to 
require retiring part of the tub 
wall. The new owner wants to 
install a tub larger than the exist­
ing one. The existing tile is in 
pretty good shape — which means 
getting it out will inevitably dam­
age the wall. 

The solution: cut out the tile 
wall back to the framing; install 
the new tub (a properly installed 
tub is fastened into the framing; 
failure to do so leads to cracks 
and gaps in the grout around the 
tub edge); replace the drywall; 
retile with matching tile and 
regrout the area. 

• Kami's old bath has a lot of 
tile problems, not least the fact 
that it's ugly. The tile is also no 
longer fastened to the wall behind 
the tub, and it's bulging in a num-

When tiles are 
loose, it may require 
a fairly complicated 

procedure to fix 
them. Some fixes 

may be so extensive 
they knock the 
bathroom out 

of commission. 

ber of places. This is certainly the 
result of water damage, some of it 
from "fixes" by previous owners. 

All the old tile will have to be 
removed and the surface behind it 
replaced — not with new drywall, 
but with cement board, a relatively 
new product. It's installed like 
drywall, but is more impervious to 
moisture. Then new tile can be 
installed. Since the tile goes all the 
way around the bath and nearly to 
the ceiling in the tub area, this is a 
big project that will make the 
house's sole bath inconvenient, if 
not impossible, to use for a while. 

Another problem area for tile is 
floors. Floor tile also needs a 
solid subsurface. It's usually ply­
wood — and plywood is subject 
to the same ills as plaster or dry-
wall. Water, settlement and vibra­
tion can damage it so badly it has 
to be replaced. 

In some instances, old bath tile 
was set on concrete a couple of 
inches thick. To put it in, installers 
sharpened the tops of the joists, 
placed floorboards on ledgers a 
couple of inches below the points, 
and poured concrete up to the top. 

Gulf Islands 
Mobi le 

Locksmith 

FALL SECURITY CHECK: 
• Deadbolts installed? 

• Security locks on sliders? 

• All doors keyed alike? 

Call for free appraisal 

David Jackson 537-2850 
"Look for the Orange Truckl" 

Over the years, concrete can be 
damaged by water, broken when 
the house settles or the joists 
below are damaged — or when 
generations of plumbers chop it up 
in the course of changes or repairs. 

The only way to "fix" such a 
concrete-base floor would be to 
pour new concrete on top — not a 
good idea because it's so heavy. 
And the old concrete wouldn't 
make a good surface to nail in a 
new plywood subfloor. So the solu­
tion is to remove the entire floor, 
repair or "scrab" the joists, put 
down new plywood and new tile. 

So before you take a chisel or 
prybar to that shaky bit of bath­
room tile, take some time to figure 
out what the underlying problems 
might be, and what it might take 
to fix them. It could turn out to be 
a more extensive — and expen­
sive — project than you thought. 

MURAKAMI 
AUTO BODY 

• ICBC Repairs 
• ICBC Windshield 
replacement 

• Quality Repairs 

191 Rainbow Road, Ganges 

537-2239 

Household Hints 
Before bringing your potted 

plants back indoors for the win­
ter, be sure to wash them care­
fully to kill any pests that might 
infest your other houseplants. 

David 
Rainsford 
Plumbing & 
Pumps Ltd. 

Over the past 26 years 
our reputation for 
dependable efficient 
service has been well 
established among 
Salt Spring residents. 

Call 537-2013/653-4494 for any of 
your plumbing requirements 
• Filtration Systems • Water analysis 
• Pumps • Water storage • Service calls . 

HOME DECORATING MADE EASY 

Ampaintt, 

Quality 
Wallpapering 

KEVIN C. MARKS 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

537-4594 uwi 
537-2561 uv,>) 

Trt't' ht tmuiU's 
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Task, general, accent 
three types of lighting 

(SOP) Taking a thoughtful look 
at your home's basic lighting plan 
— and making a few changes — 
can bring not only new function, 
but also a new look and feel to 
your rooms. 

There are three basic types of 
lighting — task, general, and 
accent — that, when properly bal­
anced with appropriate fixtures 
and light sources, work together to 
illuminate your home. Here's a 
checklist of your fundamental 
lighting needs: 
1. General, or ambiant, lighting — 
which should be evenly distrib­
uted around a room — provides an 
area with a comfortable level of 
bright illumination for activities 
and safe passage around furniture. 
Chandeliers, ceiling, or wall-
mounted fixtures — as well as 
recessed or track lights — fill the 
bill. In all cases, dimmers enhance 
the flexibility. 
2. Task lighting is just that. It cus­
tomizes illumination to help you 
perform specific tasks, such as 
reading, sewing, cooking, home­
work, hobbies, and other every­
day pursuits. Good examples are 
adjustable recessed and track 
lighting, pendent fixtures, 
portable lamps, and countertop 
lights in the kitchen. Task lighting 
must be glare and shadow-free, 
and bright enough to prevent eye 
strain. 
3. Accent lighting, also referred 
to as decorative lighting, uses a 
combination of sources to set a 
mood, create visual drama, or 
highlight a room's high points, 
such as art and architecture. 
Accent lighting requires at 
least three times as much light 
on the focal point as the gener­

al lighting around it. Good 
sources are adjustable track, 
recessed or wall-mounted fix­
tures, floor-based uplights, or 
spotlights. 

Getting creative with lighting 
applies not only to fixtures, but 
also to how and where they are 
used. 
— In today's kitchen/family 
rooms, the lighting plan should 
integrate the three types of light­
ing — general, task, and accent — 
with special emphasis on task illu­
mination in work areas. In a fami­
ly room or dining area, add dim­
mers to decorative and general fix­
tures to adjust light from home­
work needs to entertaining 
ambiance. 
— To make a room appear larger, 
increase general lighting with wall 
sconces, torcheres, or inverted 
pendants; all will bounce indirect 
light off the ceiling. 
— Mounting translucent wall 
sconces seven or eight feet up on 
the wall will visually lower a high 
ceiling and provide ambiant light. 
— To create a sense of intimacy in 
a large room, supplement general 
lighting with floor lamps; these 
kinds of fixtures also provide good 
task lighting next to seating 
pieces. Also use adjustable 
recessed fixtures to spotlight a 
room's points of interest, such as 
bookshelves or a fireplace. 
— Before committing to expen­
sive fixtures, experiment with 
inexpensive clamp-on lamps and 
bulbs in a variety of colours and 
wattages. 
— Brighten a room's mood by 
switching to halogen bulbs. These 
pure white lights make colours 
pop and are good for task lighting. 

U04* t V6> *% 
Smoke detectors working? 

Circuits overloaded? 
Planning a renovation? 
Building your own home? 

If so - you should be 
calling a professional 

like me 

PETER HAASE 
Certified licensed electrician 

28 years experience 

537-4155 
24 hour emergency service 

Household Hints 
Placing apple slices in 

water wi th a little lemon 
juice in it wil l prevent the 
slices from turning brown. 

The Melamine Facelift 
for Kitchens & Baths 

The melamine-appearing finish for 
counters.cabinets, shelving, furniture, and 
more. Dries to a durable, scrubbable 
and stain resistant finish. 
Available in 28 
custom colours. 

166 FULFORD 
GANGES RD. 
(next to Low Cost) 

CALYPSO 
CARPET 

_ _ Brnjinnin A , 

iJVloore^ZaY 
PAINTS 

Tel: 537-5455 
Tax: 537-5208 

* * S M « S ^ 

We're Lowering 
Our Prices 

At Our 

Renovation 

OWORKWEN? 
/IK WORLD 

DENIM 

Work 
Jeans 

straight leg or 
boot cut 

24*» 

KOD1AK 

Quilted Shirts 
dome snaps 

m-2x 2x-4x 

2 9 " 34" 
"Service 

Suits" 

COVERALL 

|99 
navy only 

LEE DENIM 

Overalls 

3 pair pack 

WORK 
SOCKS 

9 " 

KAUFMAN 

King Tread 

Boots 
129T? 

The King of 
Boots! 

PIONEER 

Rain Gear 
jacket or pants 

Q499 
A F ^ ^ T eacn 

WORKTOUGH 

3 pee 

PVC 
RAINGEAR 

29*> 
yellow or blue 

OWORKWEN? 
/ IK WORLD 

Worksets 

Matching 
Pant 

or Shirt 

7499 
dmm^u each 
navy, grey or 

green 

I99 

3 pair pack 

MENS 

Briefs 
999 

grey, 

white & blue| 100% cotton 

T-SHIRTS 

Q99 
^ J each 

asst. colours 
med.-2xl 

STANFIELDS 

Long Sleeve, Wool 

SHIRTS 
S-XL 2X-4X 

'99 4499 

3 pair 
pack 

SPORT 

Socks 
799 
£ pack 

grey, white & 

black 

DICKIES 

Denim 

SHIRTS 
dome snaps, 
long sleeve 

.99 
each 

m-xl 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 

O WORKWEKR 
/ L K WORLD 

1 0 9 M c P H I L L I P S A V E V G A N G E S 
Mon.-Fri 9:00-5:30 / Saturday 9:00-5:00 

537-2999 



B8 • Wednesday, September 21,1994 
fTMll 111 JiliyLiilMiMiii" JidillMJillili 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Keeping your dog penned in 
no longer requires a fence 

Classical conditioning tech­
niques combined with radio tech­
nology promise to keep "Rover 
from roving," according to 
Invisible Fencing of Coastal B.C. 
operators. 

Spokesman Doug Green says 
invisible fencing has a 97 per 
cent success rate in containing 
dogs within a defined boundary. 
Customized to individual proper­
ties, invisible fencing uses classi­
cal training methods and radio 
transmissions to create a bound­
ary which dogs quickly learn not 
to pass. 

Green describes the system as a 
"safe and humane solution to the 
everyday challenges of dog own­
ership." 

Invisible fencing begins with a 
thin (two-millimetre) wire buried 
two to six centimetres into the 
ground around the perimeter of 
the property. The wire is attached 
to a radio transmitter — there is 
no electrical current in the wire 
— it simply transmits a radio 
signal two to three metres wide 
along the boundary. The dog 
wears a collar with a small 
receiver (powered by a 7.5-volt 
battery) that picks up a radio sig­
nal from the buried wire. 

During the initial days of train­
ing, small white flags are set along 
the invisible fencing perimeter, 
creating a visual boundary and 
helping the dog determine the sig­
nal field location. 

When the dog approaches the 
boundary, the collar uses a beep­
ing noise to warn him not to get 
closer. If the dog disregards the 
beeping and attempts to cross the 
boundary, the collar emits a mild 
correctional shock — similar to a 
household static charge. The 
harmless correction startles the 
dog enough to teach him not to 
cross the boundary. 

During the conditioning period 
(about 10 days), the pet owner 
spends time rewarding the dog 
for avoiding the boundary. After 
this time, Green says, the dog 
learns to respond immediately to 
the warning beep and rarely, if 
ever, receives a correction. 
Invisible fencing statistics indi­
cate that most pets receive only 
one or two electrical corrections 
before learning to associate the 

beeping sound with the limit of 
their territory. Green notes that 
even dogs which have never 
before taken commands, have 
been successfully trained to 
respond to invisible fencing. 

The system was developed 
with the approval and assistance 

During the ini t ial 
days of training, 
small whi te flags 
are set along the 
invisible fencing 
perimeter, creat­

ing a visual 
boundary and 

helping the dog 
determine the sig­
nal f ie ld location. 

of veterinarians and SPCAs. It is 
backed by nearly 20 years of 
technological development. 

Green says it is difficult to give 
an estimated price on invisible 
fencing because there are so many 
variables. Variables include the 
number of dogs, size of property 
and amount of work the owner 
undertakes himself. For example, 
Green can provide the owner with 
an invisible fencing kit, enabling 
the owner to install the system and 
train the pets. A basic kit costs 
about $700, Green says, however, 
even this cost can be reduced by 
installing used equipment. 

On the other end of the scale, 
Invisible Fencing of Coastal B.C. 
can come in, install the program 
and train the pet. Other variables 
include different options and 
standards of equipment. 

Green notes that compared to 
conventional fencing, invisible 
fencing provides a real "economy 
of scale." In other words, a con­
ventional fence may cost a set a 
mount of money per square metre 
— the bigger it is the more 
expensive it becomes. Cost of 
invisible fencing does not 
increase in the same way — an 
extra 100 metres may only cost 

f5? 

DEC-K-ING® 
Reinforced Vinyl Decking 

'Professionally Installed 
Waterproof/Non-skid 

GUARANTEED 
Sundeck or Roof Decks 

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR 
FINISHING 

CALL 

CONTRACTING 
Rod Terry 

an additional $50. 
Invisible Fencing of Coastal 

B.C. says its product offers the 
pet owner several benefits: 

• safety — the pet is protected 
from straying onto the road; 

• exercise — the pet is given 
the run of the entire property and 
keeps it away from prohibited 
areas such as the garden; 

• hassle free — the owner does 
not have to worry about open 
gates or typical methods of 
escape; 

• appearance — the aesthetic 
value of the property is main­
tained. 

• value — invisible fencing 
typically costs less that traditional 
fencing and creates a boundary 
which the pet cannot dig under or 
jump over; 

• investment — a single system 
can be transferred between multi­
ple properties (cottage and home) 
or taken with the family that 
changes location. 

Who cooks in your kitchen? 

111 Welbury Pt. Dr 

CUSTOM FURNITURE CO 

(604)537-5114 

RENEW YOUR FAVOURITE FURNITURE 
We can help breathe new life into your old worn 
chairs, sofas and loveseats. You will have fun 

coordinating fabric, colour and design, and benefit from 
renewed enjoyment for years to come. 

• Superb selection of fine fabrics 
• Custom upholstery service 

• No cost, no obligation estimates 

• VISIT OUn STORE OB CALL FOB AN 
IN-HOME APPOINTMENT 

J S I A N D E I ® R A P E K Y 
SfflPHQISTEKY 

V p n « A r n n i i i T C O I I A D C C T 7 EC GRACE POINT SQUARE 537-5837 

GANGES STORE 
OPEN 

Mon.-Fri. 
7:00-5:00 

SATURDAYS 
0:30-5:00 

A*raTmr> SLEGG LUMBERS 
804 FULFORD GANGES ROAD 537-4978 ^ 

• Comp le te se l ec t i on of 
e l e c t r i c a l supp l ies and 
accesso r i es 

• Large w e l l s t o c k e d 
p lumb ing d e p a r t m e n t fo r 
t h e c o n t r a c t o r and 
homeowner . 

*&et ue quote ou tfoun 
filuuuiutq and etectntcat 

mutexiuJU! 
Don Tumbull 

Talk to Don Turnbull, our plumbing and 
e l e c t r i c a l S p e c i a l i s t (formerly of Gulfstream) 

Don has over 9 years experience 
and can help supply 

everything you require for your project. 
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Hot colours give 
kitchens warmth 

: -

White kitchens are on the back 
burner and hot colours are 
spilling over cabinets, counter-
tops and floors. 

Jewel tones, punchy primaries 
and woodsy shades dominated 
kitchen exhibits at the last 
Expohabitat home show held in 
Montreal. 

Stark, sterile settings, very 
trendy a few years ago, paled in 
comparison with colourized ver­
sions: in the few displays where 
white cabinetry was used it came 
with exuberant washes of colour 
on painted walls and in mosaic 
patterns for backsplashes and 
countertops. 

"People aren't going out as 
much as they used to and they 
want to be in congenial surround­
ings when they stay at home," 
said a Longueuil kitchen design­
er: he says white kitchens are his­
tory. 

"Cooking and colour are kin­
dred spirits; both represent 
warmth and security, unlike white 
that sends out a cold message he 
said. 

"During bad economic times 
strong colours become more 
popular because people want to 
be distracted from the doom and 
gloom they see everywhere: 
they want to get rid of that 
depressing feeling," said the 
designer, who displayed his own 
colourful collection of kitchens 
at the show. 

His designs are fired up with 
reds, blues and silvers. And 
very often, to create a sultry 
atmosphere, he will mix his 
colours. Cabinets in a kitchen 
he recently completed were fin­
ished with a forest-greem stain 
and wood floors were a buttery 
caramel colour. Countertops 
and backsplashes come in for 
their share of the colour treat­
ment and he will use multi­
coloured design patterns of 
ceramic tile or Formica in siz­
zling solid colour. 

Here are some hints on how to 
zap up kitchens that may be on 
the white side: 

• The quickest way to change 
the mood in a kitchen is simply to 
paint the doors of the cabinets 
and, for a decorative touch, apply 
a stencil pattern or border. Use 
one hot colour or, if you are 
adventurous, use two or three 
colours. Accent them with 
colourful handles. 

• Consider removing the doors 
of cabinets to create open shelv­
ing that can be painted or papered 
to contrast with the wall colour. 

• Time and patience is needed 
for colour-stained cabinets, but 
they are well worth it. First the 
wood has to be stripped of its old 
surface and the stain has to be 
patiently applied. Before starting, 
check the types of stains that are 
available through hardware and 
paint stores and follow instruc­
tions carefully. 

• If you don't want to paint or 
stain the cabinets, work on other 
surfaces in the kitchen. Walls, 
ceilings, doors and window 
frames can be painted in one or 
more colours. Have fun with the 
walls with a whimsical trompe 
l'oeil effect or with different' 
types of finishes — marbelizing, 
sponging, ragging or dragging, 
for instance. 

• Wallpaper is an easy and 
inexpensive way to change a drab 
kitchen. Any flat surface will take 
a wallcovering, even cabinet 
doors. Wallpaper can be used in 
combination with paint, i.e., 
cover the ceiling with paper and 
paint the walls. 

• Floor space in a kitchen is 
usually small so it doesn't cost 
much to changed the covering, be 
it vinyl flooring or tiles. If you 
choose tiles, create simple geo­
metric patterns such as a checker­
board, zig-zag or stripped designs 
using two or more colours. 

• If you live in an old house 
there might be a sturdy wood 
floor under a layer of old 
linoleum that can be coloured up 
in several ways. Strip the surface 
and colour stain it, or paint it with 
a bright colour (but be sure to get 
a paint made specifically for 
floors) or paint a rug pattern right 
on the floor or decorate a solid-
colour-painted surface with sten­
cil patterns. 

• Buy a bunch of ceramic tiles 
in different colours, sizes and 
shapes and create an "arty" back-
splash behind the sink or on a 
work counter. 

• If you are bored with a white 
refrigerator consider painting it, 
but be sure to get the proper type 
of paint. 

• Brighten up windows with 
colourful slat blinds or roller 
shades. 

• Grow a potted flower garden 
or a herb garden on the window. 

• If you have a dinette area, 
paint the furniture in bright 
colours. 

• Don't hide colourful kitchen-
ware — pots, pans, utensils, 
trays, trivets, potholders, towels 
or baskets — put them on display 
on a wall or an open shelf. 

WE DO CONCRETE.. 
• Foundations • Footings • Walls 

TRELAWNEY CONTRACTING 
ED ARMSTRONG 537-5229 

For walls, ceilings & trim, 
every room in your home. 

W " * " iMSSreAl 
the difference \ py\|\TS 

... 166FULFORD 
GANGES RD. 

CALYPSO 
CARPET f 

"•...-

Tel: 537-5455 
Tax: 537-5208 

Serving The islands for 30 years 

TRI-K DRILLING LTD 
1 -800-662-1822 

MODERN HYDRAULIC EQUIPMENT 

-Seniors Discount-
Tel. 478-5064 Fax 478-2749 
3047 Glen Lake Rd., Victoria, B.C. V9B 4B3 

SHOW HOME 
180 HEAD ST. 

SALT SPRING ISLAND 

S&ucUfrtl 'ZOeoteut, r^ed @edcvt 
The ideal home! With enduring elegance and lasting value. With open spaces, natural wood ceilings, wood 
beams, solid interior walls. Designed with computer precison and backed by a 10-year structural wananty! 

Full customizations available. For details, call today for our beautiful, full-colour catalogue. 

as pan-abode 
" I B S • INTERNATIONAL LTD. 

Jean Davison - 537-1719 
Authorized Panabode Dealer 

180 Head Street, Ganges, B.C. V8K 1P4 
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Checklist 
helps 
prepare 
for winter 

Here is a fire prevention check­
list designed to help anticipate 
winter problems around the home. 
— Most fires that start in the win­
ter can be traced to the electrical 
system, so don't overload the cir­
cuits. Try not to have everything 
switched on at the same time, such 
as Christmas tree lights, outdoor 
lighting, secondary heating units. 
Avoid using indoor Christmas 
lights outside. 
— Keep extension cords away 
from baseboard heating elements, 
and don't run them under rugs. 
— Don't overdo paper decorations 
on the Christmas tree. 
— Keep a natural tree in water so 
it won't dry out. A dry tree goes 
up in flames faster than a moist 
one. 
— Don't block exits, windows and 
doors with a tree. 
— Avoid using a secondary heat­
ing unit at night; if you are a 
sound sleeper, you might not hear 
a fire or smell smoke. 
— If you hear a rumbling sound in 
the fireplace, cut off all air intake 
to the chimney. If the sound 
doesn't stop, get everyone out of 
the house then call the fire depart­
ment. To avoid this possibility, 
have your chimney cleaned by a 
professional sweep, once a year, to 
remove any build-up of creosote. 
— If you are installing a new fire­
place be sure to get a building per­
mit. When it is completed, call for 
an inspector to make sure every­
thing is working correctly. If you 
are concerned about the working 
of an old fireplace, the fire depart­
ment can send an inspector out to 
check it and suggest what has to 
be done to make it safe. 
— Burn only wood that has been 
thoroughly dried. Do not use treat­
ed wood, trash, pine branches, 
leaves, or plastic, whose chemi­
cals, when burned, could send pol­
lutants into your home, or flare up. 
— Before lighting up make sure 
the damper is open and don't close 
it until the fire is out. 
—Avoid using gasoline or char­
coal lighter fluid to start a fire. 
— If you are using artificial logs 
use only one at a time; they can 
explode if they are piled on top of 
each other or added to natural 
woods. 
— Shield an open fire with a 
screen to prevent hot cinders from 
flying out. Keep furniture and rugs 
at least three feet away from the 
fire. 
— Keep a fire extinguisher on 
hand and make sure all smoke and 
fire detectors are in working con­
dition. 

Fall Home Improvement GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

DETECTION SYSTEMS: If fire 
prevention measures should 
fail, fire detection systems are 
potential life-savers. Wendy 
Newton of Mouat's Trading 
Co. displays two types of 
smoke detector. 

Household Hints 
If your freezer isn't full 

of food, put jugs of water 
in to fill it up. This will 
help keep food frozen 

longer in the event of a 
power outage. 

• BACKHOE SERVICE 
• MINI EXCAVATOR 
• BASEMENTS 
• BACKFILLING 
• ROAD BUILDING 
• DRAINAGE 
• PONDS 

Photo courtesy of Tony Hambrook Construction 

HQviera Roofing 
Wayne Simons 

537-1312 

New Construction and Reroofs 
SHAKE • SHINGLE • METAL • TORCH ON • SKYLIGHTS 

Another Reason to get 
Invisible Fencing. 

* Proven Electronic Pet Containment 
* Twenty years of experience 
* Nearly 500,000 systems sold 
* 60 day money back guarantee 
* Free in-home estimates 

We are the Pet Containment Professionals 

Invisible Fencing of Coastal BC 
7153 West Saanich Road 

Brentwood Bay, B.C. V8M 1P7 

361-7465 

Continuous Concrete Landscape 
Edging TT 

KHtKKEtdi 
CONTINUOUS CONCRETE EDGING V 
BY tffiWXnr&MACHINE 

Call 

3FFREY HOLLAND 
2 4 6 - 4 2 3 8 (Crofton) 

Collect 

Fast, quiet installation 

• Driveway edges 
• Garden trim 
• Raised garden beds 
• Commercial applications 

A variety of colours and 
profiles available 

Year round 
installation 
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Some tips to finding the right nail 
(SOP) Selecting nails is chal­

lenging, even for professionals. 
One reason is the wide variety of 
building materials, as nearly all 
need nails with specific holding 
properties. 

For an idea of how different 
nails function, consider their three 
parts — the point, the shank or 
shaft, and the head. Nails with 
long sharp points wedge fibres 
apart and are easier to drive than 
nails with blunt points, which sim-
ply punch through wood. But 
sharper nails are more likely to 
cause splitting. 

For that reason, most nails for 
general use have diamond-shaped 
points, which combine elements of 
both kinds. Even so, carpenters often 
deliberately blunt the points of gen­
eral-purpose nails to reduce spurting. 

A nail's grip, or resistance to 
withdrawal, is produced by the 
friction of wood fibres against the 
shank. The larger a shank's sur­
face area, whether owing to its 
diameter or length, the greater the 
nail's holding power. 

Ringed nails grip more strongly 
than threaded nails, but any force 
sufficient to draw or thrust them out 
breaks the fibres surrounding the 
shank. Such nails, if they loosen, do 
so suddenly and permanently. 

Although many nails are still 
formally classified by penny size 
— a number followed by the 
abbreviation "d" — specifying 

nails by length is perfectly accept­
able, even at the testiest of stores. 

As length increases, so does 
diameter and head size. The length 
of nails whose heads are designed 
for sinking below the surface 
includes the thickness of the head. 
Other nails do not. 

Common nails: probably the 
most familiar. They feature thick, 
flat heads, plain shanks (bright or 
galvanized) and have a larger 
diameter than others. Use for gen­
eral-purpose heavy construction. 

Box nails: look like common 
nails, but have a smaller diameter. 
As a result they have less tendency 
to split boards when driven near 
their ends. Use them in thin wood 
and where ever boards have to be 
nailed close to their ends or edges. 

Sinkers: cement-coated box 
nails. Because their coating 
increases their grip, they are made 
one-eighth to a quarter-inch (5 
mm) shorter than plain box nails 
of the same penny size. Sinkers 
are installed rapidly with just a 
few hammer blows. If you pause 
too long, the adhesive will harden 
and the nail will be difficult to 
drive farther. 

Finishing nails: probably the 
second most familiar type. They 
have a small, nearly spherical 
head with a dimple in the centre to 
accommodate a nail-set used to 
drive the nail below the surface. 
The diameter is the smallest of all 

W H I C H NAIL? Finding the right nail for t h e job isn't easy 
when you're confronted wi th long rows of nail bins in a build­
ing supply store. Rob Roodenburg of Slegg Lumber can help 
by pointing out the different types of nails. 

conventional nails. They are plain-
shanked, bright or galvanized and 
typically used for cabinetry, panel­
ing and trim. 

Casing nails: resemble finishing 
nails, but are larger in diameter, 
stronger and have greater holding 
power. Their conical heads differ 
slightly from those of finishing 
nails, but are also meant to be con­
cealed. Casing nails are intended 
for attaching window and door trim 
and are also suitable for fastening 
large moldings like baseboards. 

Richard K. Bremer 

If you want a unique, west 
coast home, restoration or 
addition tailored to your site 
and budget, and to your 
needs and desires, please 
give me a call for a free site 
visit and exchange o< ideas. 

Over twenty-five years of 
building design experience. 

Residential Design, Drawing & Inspection Services 
191 Trincomali rights., Saltspring Island, BC V8K 1M8 (604) 537-2965 

ADVERTISE WITH CLASS! 

"the professional door people' 

A FULL LINE OF 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

OVERHEAD DOORS, 
ELECTRIC OPENERS 
AND ACCESSORIES 

SALES INSTALLATIONS SERVICE 

QUALITY PRODUCTS 

EXPERT INSTALLATION 

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 

CALL US FIRST! 

CASH & CARRY 
OR INSTALLED 

CALL TOLL FREE 1 - 8 0 O 9 9 1 - 1 7 1 1 
1-755 VANALMAN AVE., VICTORIA, B.C. V8Z 3B8 

Fax 727-2859 • Business Hours Mon.-Fri- 8:00-5:00 

Are you 
prepared? 

Don't wait 
for an 
emergency 
to happen. 

Emergency 
Survival 
Kits 
are ready 
and waiting! 

Compact lightweight earthquake kits, 
complete with emergency food and water. 

For home, office, auto., R.V.'s... 

caii BTQ SYSTEMS 
for brochure & prices 

1-800-779-7273 
Also available at Beaver Lumber, Victoria 

Dedicated to excellence 
and personal service. Doing very special 
things in 
residential 
construction. 
Actively building 
throughout the 
Gulf Islands. 

Under Construction — Parker Island 

Planning to build on 
"Our Island" or 
"Your Island"? 

Call for our portfolio or an appointment: 

Tel: (604) 537-1604 Fax/message 537-1603 

WILCO 
CONSTRUCTION 

LTD. 
BOX 392, GANGES, B.C. 

V0S1E0 

NEW # HOME 
l'.W.l:M;W; 

Member Builder 
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Door problems can be simple to repair 
(SOP) Q. We have what can only 
be described as continuous door 
problems. The hinges squeak, the 
handles rattle and the doors 
don't always close properly. 
Needless to say, not all the doors 
in our house suffer from the same 
problem. But, over time, we 
would like to fix all of the doors. 

A. Let's start with the hinges. If 
the problem is just plain and sim­
ple, then all you have to do is drop 
a couple of drips of oil around the 
pin that joins the two hinges 
together. 

It helps, of course, to lift the 
pin, lubricate around it and then 
lower the pin and work the door 
back and forth a couple of times to 
set the oil the entire length of the 
pin. 

Use a pair of pliers to lift the 
pin. If the pin won't move easily, 
drive the blade of a slot-bladed 
screwdriver between the top of the 
pin and the hinge. If this doesn't 
work, hit the underside of the 
screwdriver with a hammer. This 
usually does the trick. 

However, things don't always 
work out so easily. The squeaking 
might be the result of paint build­
up. If this is the case, pop the pin 
and either scrape the paint off the 

hinges with the hinges in place or 
remove the hinges and soak in 
paint remover. When clean, rein­
stall the hinges and hang the door. 

When hanging a door, always 
put the pin in the top hinge first. 
Slide the top pin partially into the 
hinge sleeve and then repeat for 
the lower pins. Oil the pins before 
driving them home: 

If the door doesn't 
close properly, first 
make sure that the 
hinges are firmly 
attached to the 

door and the jamb., 
If they are loose, 

tighten them. 

The hinges also might be 
squeaking because the screws 
holding them in place have 
become loose and the hinges are 
binding as they open and close. 

Tightening up the screws will 
generally straighten out this prob­
lem. If the door is an old one, the 
wood surrounding the screws 

might have dried to the extent the 
screws are literally too small for 
the hole. 

This problem can be solved by 
the traditional method of inserting 
toothpicks or wooden matchsticks 
into the hole before resetting the 
screw. For a high-tech touch, we 
like to apply a little glue to both 
the wood going into the hole and 
the screw that is being reset. 

The toothpick or matchstick 
will tighten up the fit, giving the 
screw something to grip against as 
it is tightened. We prefer this 
method to installing a larger 
screw, which would, at first, seem 
the logical course to follow. 
However, the larger screw will 
often be too large to sit in the 
hinge properly and this will only 
create a new set of problems. 

To solve your rattling handle 
problems, try removing the door 
knob and sticking some putty or 
clay into the hole meant to receive 
the spindle and then reattach the 
door knob. 

If the door doesn't close proper­
ly, first make sure that the hinges 
are firmly attached to the door and 
the jamb. If they are loose, tighten 
them. 

If the door frame isn't warped, 
then the problems will probably be 

the result of paint buildup. To 
solve this problem, you will have 
to scrape the paint off all the meet­
ing surfaces that the door comes 
into contact with. If the frame has 
shifted out of alignment, it will 
have to be rebuilt. 

Chelsea 
O l X a Q e company ^ ^ , 

Guest Cottages 
complete starting from 

$39,900 * 

Some tips for home renovation 
1. Do your homework. Talk to 

people who have done renova­
tions, mostly to find out what pit­
falls they encountered. And read a 
lot. A number of books with ideas 
you could use. Included: 

Period Details; A Sourcebook 
for House Restoration by 
Martin Miller (Crown 
Publishing Group, $26 in paper, 
$35.75 hardcover). Using most­
ly British homes from as early 
as the 16th century, photo-filled 
chapters cover such topics as 
fireplaces, kitchens, floors and 
staircases. 

The Country Home Book by 
Miranda Innes (Simon and 
Shuster, $41.95). Chapters cover 
different rooms, and include some 
great decorating ideas. 

Martha Stewart's New Old 
House by Martha Stewart (Crown 
Publishing Group, $58.50). 

Professional Painted Finishes by 
Ina Brosseau Marx, Allen Marx, 
Robert Marx (Simon and Shuster, 
$61). This is really a book for pro­
fessional artisans, but some of 
their wall and floor treatments are 
worth a look. 

2. Shop around. Not just to find 
the item you want, whether it's 
faucet or flooring, but also to get 
the right price. Once you know 
what you want, make calls to vari­
ous retailers and ask their price for 
the item. And ask about a dis­
count. 

3. Think original. Paint is cheap, 
and local craftspeople can do 
beautiful work. Handpainted flow-

ADVERTISEMENT 

ers or murals on walls, painted or 
stencilled floors and custom-made 
cabinetry are ways to make your 
renovated room unique. 

this is complete. Carpet, lino, cabinets, 
plumbing, electrical - ready to move into. 

Quality conventional construction 
throughout NOT a pre-fabricated home. 

6 PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM OR 
HAVE US DESIGN ONE FOR YOU. 

After eight years on Salt Spring 
we understand your needs! 

For more information, call Jim 
Office phone/fax:537-1323 

Home: 537-4330 
vA^*Turn-l(ev, excludes foundation, decks, septic field, appliances and GST. J/ 

Septic Systems 
must be maintained 

Are you a good neigh­
bour? Septic systems must 
be maintained regularly to 
work properly. Neglect or 
abuse causes failure which 
can: 

- pose a serious health 
threat to family, pets & 
neighbours 

- pollute lakes, streams, 
groundwater 

- be expensive or impossi­
ble to repair due to lot size, 
layout or topography 
MAINTENANCE TIPS: 

1. Clear trees, brambles, 
shrubs from septic field 
& tank areas: roots can clog 
pipes. 

2. Don't overload sys­
tem: space laundry loads 
throughout the week. 

3. Don't flush personal 
hygiene products: panty lin­
ers, sanitary napkins, plastic 
applicators for tampons, dis­

posable diapers, baby wipes, 
paper towels, facial tissue or 
condoms will plug the tank 
and lines. 

4. Check tank sludge; if 
crust depth is over 10", it is 
time to pump. A neglected 
tank will compost and 
endanger septic field. 

5. Buying or selling prop­
erty? Before signing a con­
tract, have septic system 
checked to avoid expensive 
repairs later. Record loca­
tion, condition and date of 
service for future reference. 

6. Can't find your tank? 
We can, with radiosonde 
"sewer sleuth." 

Be a good neighbour. 
Maintain your septic 
system. 

For more information 
call Gulf Islands Septic 
Ltd. 653-4013. 

QUALITY CEDAR LUMBER 

DELUXE CXmRACTlNG 
SAWMILL 

We take pride in our quality and service 
SUPPLIERS OF ISLAND GROWN LUMBER FOR 

THE LAST 9 YEARS ON SALT SPRING 

SPECIALIZING IN ROUGH SAWN TIMBERS 

STOP BY THE MILL RETAIL YARD AND CHECK OUT OUR 
SELECTION OF MATERIAL FOR ALL YOUR CEDAR NEEDS. 

• Siding, decking, timbers & posts, clears, 
fencing, shorts 

• Custom Milling (odd sizes not a problem) 
Got some logs that you want cut up, give us a call. 

• We also buy logs; cedar, fir, alder 

Mill located on Jones Rd., the in the Burgoyne Valley. 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00 

Mill phone/fax (604) 653-2345 • Mickey 653-4110 • Ross 537-9114 
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^ v NEW HOMES 
C f AND 

• — ' C O T T A G E S 

Built to Completion and Lock-Up Stage 

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING • SUSPENDED CEILINGS 

TRELAWNEY CONTRACTING 
ED ARMSTRONG 537-5229 

A LONG-LASTING ROOF: Farmers' Institute member Richard 
Krieger drills metal roofing in preparation for fastening during 
roofing work party at institute's new livestock building. 

Metal roof should 
last many years 

• A B B E Y • M I C R O B L I N D S • A B B E Y • V E R T I C A L S • A B B E Y • 

My house is 12 years old and 
indications are that it's leaking. I 
would like to know how I can tell 
what kind of metal my roof is 
made of, what I can use to repair 
the leak and what the best way is 
to find a leak. 

A good metal roof should be 
able to last a lifetime without any 
maintenance. 

Some copper roofs on churches 
are more than 200 
years old. Leaks are 
generally attributed 
to man-made holes 
such as antenna 
posts, heavy pointed 
objects falling on 
the roof, or tree 
branches which may 
work loose during a 
storm and can puncture the metal. 
Frequently, colour can give you a 
good clue to the composition of 
material or metal used. Light gray 
could indicate an aluminum roof. 
Red, from red lead paint, could 
indicate galvanization. Slate gray 
could indicate tern — which is 
steel coated with lead and tin. A 
patina of green could indicate a 
copper roof. 

For extensive examination and 
repairs, be most prudent. Soft-
soled rubber shoes or tennis shoes 
are excellent for walking on a 
metal roof. For a pitched roof, you 
should have either clearing planks 
or two ladders together to conform 
to the angle of the roof slope to 
permit a safe inspection. 

The point where 
water drips into 

the attic isn't 
always the point 
where the leak is. 

To repair a metal roof properly, 
a roofer should be consulted; how­
ever, if there's only one small 
hole, you could properly repair it 
yourself by doing the following: 

First, clean the metal down thor­
oughly around the hole with steel 
wool. Then apply putty or asphalt 
roofing compound. Plastic steel is 
also effective. A synthetic sealer 
that retains elasticity can also be 
used with good results. 

Leaks in roofs 
can best be discov­
ered by thoroughly 
examining the 
underside during a 
rain. The point 
where water drips 
into the attic does 
not necessarily 
mean that it's the 

point where the leak may occur, 
because water will often run for 
great distances along rafters, 
joints and other parts of the 
underside of the roof before 
falling. 

The path of the water should be 
successfully traced before you 
establish where the leak may be. 
When the leak is discovered, a thin 
wire or toothpick should be placed 
in the leak so you can detect the 
leak in the hole from the outside. 

In dry weather, a leak can be 
located by soaking the suspected 
area under the pressure of a gar­
den hose. 

The hose should be played back 
and forth to simulate rain and 
wind velocity. 

A 
Thousand 

Words 
Picture 

Framing 
785 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

Remember 
your walls 
need more 
than paint. 
We have 

ideas for the 
bold or 
quaint! 

HOME DECORATING 

CENTRE 
0 Custom Draperies 

21 Drapery & Upholstery Fabrics 
13 Upholstery Service 

0 Co-ordinating Wallpapers 
0 Mini/Micro/Venetian Blinds 
0 Vertical Blinds-Pleated Shades 

0 1" &2" Wood Blinds 

Our professional decorator service assures 
a perfect match, visit us to day or call for a 

shop at home appointment 

fSlANDBvDRAPERV 
&^iraoisTTJRy I 

^ ^ / > 0 A/-»C r V M L l T P A I l « n i T e**-9 rrn.^t GRACE POINT SQUARE 537-5837 

• A B B E Y • M I C R O B L I N D S • A B B E Y • V E R T I C A L S • A B B E Y • 
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WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH THIS DOOR? 
You just can't buy this door, take it home and 

replace your old door with it. Why not you 
ask? Because it still has to be routered for 

hinges and drilled for the lockset... that's why! 
But at Windsor we can not only do these 

things for you at a slight additional charge, 
we can do the work so that your new door fits 

your old jamb perfectly. 

THIS STEEL DOOR CAN REPLACE YOUR OLD DOOR... TODAY! 

#356 
FINGER JOINT 
PRIMED WHITE 
CASINGS lin. 

IN-STOCK 
ONLY! 

.29 
1 x 4 AIR DRIED 
CLEAR YELLOW 
CEDAR 

SIX PANEL 
STEEL EXTERIOR 
DOOR 32" x 80" x 1 3/4" 
Our most popular exterior door! A 
classic in design. 
DOOR ONLY 

PRICED 
RIGHT 
AT ONLY... 9988 

^f0 ^0 each 

We Do More Than 
Just Show Our 
Customers The Door! 
At Windsor we listen to the needs of 
our customers. That is why we offer 
a variety of services like custom 
sizing, install decorative glass lites 
in exterior doors, drill doors for door 
knobs to match existing jambs, 
mortise for hinges or pre-hang the 
door of your choice. 

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 
PRICED AT ONLY... |jn. ft. .49 
SCHLAGE i® 

ENTRANCE SETS 
YOUR CHOICE... 
PARTHENON 
BOWMAN or 
PLYMOUTH 
SOLID FORGED 
BRASS 
100 YEAR WARRANTY 11988 

MAKITA81/4" 
TABLE SA 
Portable saw with a cast aluminum 
table, Safety switch with a key 
prevents accidental starting. Cuts 
bevels up to 45° and mitres up to 
60°. Includes a blade guard and an 
aniti-kickback device. 

MODEL 
#2708 

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

PRICED! 3991° 
FRENCH DOOR SPECIAL! 
15LITEPRE-HUNG 
PAINT GRADE #2 
FRENCH DOOR 
Add the charm and grace of yesteryear's styling to 
your home with these beautiful crafted trench 
doors. 15 sparkling panes of glass accented with 
bright brass bars. 2'6" x 6'8\ 

IN-STOCK 
ONLY! 

This style of trench door) 
will let in more light 
than what we have 
now... and it's prehung! 

2'6" x 6'8" 
Comes with 41/2" 
Primed White 
Rabbeted Jamb 

12988 
I faaj t4*aaf/ each 

GANGES 

PURPLE HEART LUMBER 
EXOTIC LUMBER AT DOMESTIC PRICES 

SANDED 4 SIDES! 
This is just the material you need to make your project."unique". 

The exceptional working and finishing properties of this 
remarkable wood is why it is in such high demand by the 

woodworking professional and hobbyist alike. Usually only 
available in limited 

dimensions and unsanded, 
we are now able to offer it in 

a variety of sizes and 
beautifully sanded, and all at 

affordable prices. 

1"x2 

lin. ft. .79 
1 " x 3 " 1 " x 4 " 1"x6" 1"x8" 

119 179 999 399 499 R99 
I tin. ft. |jn. ft. mm lin. ft. W lin. ft. • lin. ft. W lin. ft. 

1"x10" 1" x12" 

WEATHERSTRIP 
FOAM & WOOD 
DOOR SET 
Now is the perfect time to 
start preparing for winter! 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
PRICED AT ONLY... 

mmAm 

PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL OCT. 1st. 1994 OR 

INTERIOR #2 
SOLID CORE 
DOOR 
IN STOCK ONLY.Various 
sizes up to 4' wide. 

Starting from as 
low as... 

399° 
STORE HOURS 
MON.- FRI. 8:00AM - 5:30PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS 
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Windsor Plywood's j a Fall Home 

^STEELWQRi^l 
Cold Rolled Steel • Angle Iron • Flat Steel • Barbeque Grills 
Chimney Screen • Flat Bar* Steel Tubing • Brass Rod • Flat Stock 
Slotted Angle... and many more and there in-stock now! 

SUNBURST 
SKYLIGHT/ 
2 x 4 FLAT GLASS 
DOUBLE GLASS 
10 YEAR WARRANTY 
Enhanced polypropylene 
frame makes skylight 
100% sweat-free. 

99» 

POLYETHYLENE STORAGE 
COVER TARPAULINS 
Just in time for fall! Protect 
your outdoor toys from the 
weather with these tough 
weatherproof tarps. 

.07 Perfect for your boat, 
trailer, wood pile etc. 

Hurry... prices in effect 
for a short time only! 

(OP OF THE LINE ACRYLIC LATEX. 
Top quality... hundreds of pastel shades to choose from, j 

BREEZE INTERIOR 
SEMI-GLOSS or 
EGGSHELL 
#55-010 
#50-010 

FLAT LATEX 
#52-010 

DRYWALL 
PRIMER SEALER 
# 09-012 

JUSTIN TIME FOR FALLIi 

EAGLE 
LONG HANDLE 
SHOVEL 

788 
»• each 

18" BAMBOO 
RAKE 

| ^P each 

300 GRAM 
FOAM-ALL 
POLYURETHANE FOAM 
Foam caulking insulation saves 
energy. Insulates, seals and 
reduces noise. Complete easy to 
follow instructions. 

PRICED 
RIGHT! 

788 
M each 

BEHR 
SEALTITE 
WATERPROOFING 
SEALER 
"Industrial strength" 
Premium quality all purpose 
water proofing sealer for 
use on wood, concrete, 
masonry, brick, canvas 
and fabric. 

PROVEN QUALITY 
YOU CAN 
DEPEND ON! 

I.78L 

A High 
Quality 
Contact 
Cement. 
Great for 
plastic 
laminates! 

WELDWOOD 
CONTACT CEMENT 

NOW 
ONLY... I.78L 

Tired of replacing old burned out barrels?^ 

INCINERATOR KIT 
This attractive incinerator kit lasts a lifetime. 
Comes complete with all materials, 
including steel, bar grate, burn screen and 
instructions for easy assembly. 
Convenient ash pit 
opening for easy 
cleaning. 

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 
PRICED AT ONLY... 

SOLID OAK 
TOILET 
SEAT 
PRICED RIGHT 
AT ONLY... 

1/2" x 4' x 8' 
DRYWALL 
Hurry... at this great price it's Cash & 
Carry and quantities are limited! 
• Maximum 50 sheets 

per household 
• Overlimit 

Price $6.28 

This is a perfect time to 
rennovate... and at this 
great price... we start 
saving immediately! 

\J 

CASH & CARRY! each 

FINISHING. 
BUILDING SI Windsor Plywood 
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Survival kits keep home, office 
ready for emergency situation 

Some people take pleasure in battening down the 
hatches for winter, but few are enthused about plan­
ning for a disaster. 

That's why a new Brentwood Bay company has 
created "emergency survival kits" containing every­
thing a home or office needs to cope with the ultimate 
surprise disaster - an often predicted B.C. coast earth­
quake. 

BTQ Systems principal Bruce Gibson says Gulf 
Islanders should take heed of the California experience. 

"As the California quake demonstrated, people 
can't expect help right away after disaster hits. 
Emergency teams will be scrambling to set up relief 
stations and restore order and communications, and 
there will be many others in the same boat as you." 

If a major earthquake strikes this region, Gibson 
says people should expect to be "on their own" for up 
to 72 hours, possibly without electricity, water or 
access to food. 

Trent Sigurdson is the other half of BTQ Systems. 
He stresses that in an emergency situation, there is no 
time to gather supplies from all nooks and crannies of 
the average home. 

"People have stuff all over the house," he said. 
"But in an emergency, you've got less than a minute 

to get out. This way, you grab the bag - it's fluores­
cent yellow so you can't miss it - and you get out." 

BTQ offers two main kinds of survival kits, one for 
singles, office or car use and another for a small 
group or family. They come equipped with basic sur­
vival tools such as solar blankets, radio, lamp, match­
es, a whistle, water purification tablets, a can opener, 
dust masks, nylon cord and food and water rations. 
Also included are first aid kits, a survival manual and 
a waterproof document pouch for storing valuable 
documents and photographs. 

The company also offers a "deluxe" model and builds 
custom kits to suit specific needs or larger families. 

All contents are self-contained in a highly visible 
nylon case. 

Gibson and Sigurdson created the BTQ kit after 
researching those available elsewhere and especially 
in California. 

And while their product was designed with "the big 
one" in mind, it could be handy during one of those 
winter Gulf Island storms which catch people ill-pre­
pared for life without electricity. 

Sigurdson and survival kits will be at the Salt Spring 
Island Fall Fair. Kits are also available by contacting 
BTQ at 1-800-779-7273 or in Victoria at 652-9466. 

Larry J. LeSage A.I.I.C 

ANCH0RINSURANCEAGENOES LTD. 
P.O. Box 533 - #2-7855 E. Saanich Rd. - Saanichton, B.C. V8M 2C5 

Bus. 652-5157 1-800-663-0877 FAX: 652-1847 Res. 652-4708 

Decorating now easier 
for do-it-yourselfer 

aH£L'."•'.;•». ^ i l f t a c 
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d.h.moore /architect 

residential / 
design / 
tor the / 
Gulf / 
Islands / 

/ dennis moore 
/ b a b arch 

/ m a i be. 

/ tel/fax Victoria 472-1858 
/ Salt Spring Island 537-2836 

Okay. This is it. This fall you 
are going to tackle that redecorat­
ing project. But where to start? 

If you have a favourite colour or 
two in mind you have taken the 
first steps already. At this point, 
you could save 
yourself much 
wasted time and 
money by consult­
ing an interior 
designer. One or 
two hours of a 
designer's time can 
cost less than $100 
and save you many 
times that amount 
whether you plan 
to do-it-yourself or 
have him or her 
take charge of the whole project 

Today's decorating market has 
really embraced the do-it-your­
selfer. Coordinated wallcoverings 
and fabrics give a finished look 
and wallcovering books are well 

One or two hours 
of a designer's 
time can cost 
less than $100 
and save you 
many times 

that amount. 

photographs to give you lots of 
ideas. With today's hardware, 
some of the most elegant window 
treatments are often the simplest 
to create. 

If that comfortable old favourite 
couch or chair defi­
nitely needs 
reupholstering or 
replacing, keep in 
mind that, although 
reupholstering can 
cost as much as 
buying new, the 
upholsterer will 
rebuild your old 
favourite as needed 
and you will end up 
with a piece as good 
as new. You will 

also have your choice of hundreds 
of fabrics to fit into your decorat­
ing scheme. 

Finally, remember that a good 
decorating store with a trained, 
knowledgeable staff will be there 

put together and complete with to help you every step of the way. 

mouldings! 
mouldings! 

mouldings! 

Select from over 350 profiles in Fir and Oak 
in traditional and heritage designs. 

Baseboards, casings, crowns, cornices, etc. 

We make 'em all here in Victoria! 

BUY DIRECT FROM THE 
MANUFACTURER & SAVE! 

* Oak, Fir & Maple Mouldings and S4S 
* Finger Joint Pine +M.D.F. Primed Mouldings * Plywoods 

* Stair parts (installation available) * Mantels and Fire Surrounds 
* Custom Mouldings a Specialty * 

artisan 
MOULDING WAREHOUSE 

475-2077 • 1-800-660-7797 
477 Bolskine Rd. Victoria 

WATER, WATER 
J EVERYWHERE1. 
| But is it good to drink? 

3 or 5 gallon bottles delivered to your door 
f Cooler rentals, pumps, accessories 

Ask about our volume discount. 
NOW AVAILABLE... 

Salt-Free water by reverse osmosis 
k as well as our Natural and Pure 

| ^ i 
'Water V 

| CALL TODAY 537-9826 
SJ 

Locally owned and operated 
Also available at GVM, Fernwood Seaside Market, 

Thrif ty's and Vesuvius Store 

Derek Sowden 

CUSTOM HOMES 
22 years building experience on Salt Spring Island 

Work Featured in Home Style Magazine 

For Consultation 
Please Call 

7-
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Making the connection: 
An important part of wiring 

When working with household 
electrical wiring, it is of the 
utmost importance to make safe, 
reliable connections. 

Here are sound methods for join­
ing wires and fastening their ends 
to things such as wall switches and 
receptacles. Be sure the power is 
turned off before beginning. 

Most household wiring is in the 
form of cable — several separate 
wires grouped together and 
enclosed in flexible plastic or 
metal sheathing. 

Cable with plastic sheathing is 
called non-metallic sheathed 
cable; cable with metal sheathing 
is called armoured cable. 

With either type the first step in 
making connections is to strip 
away the sheathing to expose the 
individual wires inside. 

To strip non-metallic sheathed 
cable use either a sharp utility 
knife or a cable stripper, an inex­
pensive tool. 

When using a utility knife lay the 
cable flat on a smooth work surface. 
Adjust the knife so only a comer of 
the blade protrudes from the handle. 

Hold the knife parallel to the 
cable, insert it into the sheathing 
about eight inches from the end and 
then slit the sheathing by drawing 
the knife toward the end of the 
cable. Keep the knife at a shallow 
angle to avoid cutting into the wires. 

To use a cable stripper, grip it so 
the folded end is nearest the heel 
of your hand. Thread the cable 
through the tubular section and out 
the other end until about six inches 
(15 cm) of cable emerge. 

Squeeze the tubular part togeth­
er so the point on one side pene­
trates the sheathing. Then pull the 
tool back toward the end of the 
cable to slit it. 

Alter either method, trim off the 
slit sheathing with a knife or pliers 
designed for cutting. 

To strip sheathing from armoured 
cable you can usually use electri­
cian's diagonal -cutting pliers. 

Double the cable about eight 
inches (20 cm) from the end and 
squeeze the parts together to form 
a sharp bend. Snip through one of 
the armour coils, then straighten 
the cable and slide the severed 
armour section off the end. 

Or use a hacksaw instead of the 
pliers. Lay the cable flat and saw 
part way through one of the coils, 
perpendicular to the seams. 

Then grasp the cable on each side 
of the cut and twist it to break the coil. 

To protect the wires inside the 
cable from the sharp edges of the 
armour, always cap the cut end of 
armoured cable by inserting a plastic 
or fibre bushing sold for the purpose. 

If the cable contains a thin metal 
strip (called a bonding strip), bend 

J o h n 
The 
Window 
Cleaner 
• Free estimates 
* Reasonable prices 
• Gutter cleaning 
* Caulking 

• l o l m K l e i n 
537-4465 

this backward over the outside of 
the armour after installing the 
bushing. The bonding strip serves 
the same purpose as the grounding 
wire in other types of cable. 

The next step is to remove the 
insulation around individual wires. 
This is best done with a wire strip­
per, a tool resembling pliers. 

Grip the wire about an inch and a 
half (4 cm) from the end by clamp­
ing it between the pair of grooves 
in the stripper's jaws marked as 
being the same size as the wire; the 
wire size is printed on the insula­
tion and on the cable sheathing. 

Rotate the stripper around the 
wire to cut through the insulation. 
Then pull the wire through the' 
closed jaws to strip it. 

You can also strip wire using a 
sharp knife. Hold the blade at an 
angle to the insulation and pare gen­
tly to avoid nicking the wire. Cut all 
the way around the insulation, then 
pull off the severed section. 

Plastic connectors, called wire 
nuts, are usually used to join 
wires. These resemble small thim­
bles and come in many sizes. 
Choose wire nuts made to accom­
modate the number and size of 
wires being joined. 

Prepare the wires by placing 
them side by side so the ends of 
their insulated parts are flush. 
Trim the bared parts to equal the 
length of the wire nut. 

Twist the bared parts of the 
wires together clockwise, using 
your fingers or square-jawed line­
man's pliers. Then screw the nut 
over the twisted wires by turning 
it clockwise until no bare wire is 
visible. Test the connection by 
gently pulling on the wires. 

Use a somewhat different proce­
dure when joining a solid wire with 
a wire made up of several strands. 

Strip about twice as much insu­
lation from the wire made of 
strands, wrap it clockwise around 
the solid wire with your fingers, 
then use pliers to fold the end of 
the solid wire over the wrapped 
part before installing the wire nut. 

To fasten wires to the terminal 
screws of wall switches, recepta­
cles and similar outlets, carefully 
make a small hook in the end of 
each wire. 

Begin by baring only enough 
wire to go around the screw. 

Next, use long-nose pliers to 
bend the entire length of bared 
wire in a right angle to the left. 

Then, starting at the angle, 

make a series of small bends in the 
wire with the nose of the pliers to 
form a hook that curves to the 
right but does not close. 

Fit the hook around the terminal 
screw so that tightening it will tend 
to close the hook. Tighten the screw. 

The hook should extend 
between two-thirds and three-quar­
ters of the way around the screw. 

If the wire is too short or too 
long, if the hook is not completely 
covered by the screw head or if 
the insulation is farther than a 
quarter of an inch (5 mm) from the 
screw head, take the connection 
apart and make a new hook. 

WIRING: Andy Shears of Slegg Lumber cuts a piece of wire for 
a customer. Electrical work requires a great deal of care, often 
meaning that obtaining the services of an electrician is the 
homeowner's best course of action. 

Have you had your car RUST CHECKED? 

RUST CHECK WORKS 
/ on new cars 
/ on used cars 
/ even on rusty cars. 
(tractors, salt trucks, vans & buses too.) 

RUST CHECK is economical, clean & safe. 
Your RUST CHECK specialist is 

DON IRWIN COLLISION 
Call for an appointment 

Mon.-Fri. 8-4:30 5 3 7 - 2 5 1 3 VS W) 

( Vinyls Final ) 
$&2 

SALT SPRING'S HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST FOR OVER 20 YEARS! 

• Vinyl & Cedar Siding • Aluminum Soffits 
v • Seamless Gutter Systems • Aluminum Railings 

• Aluminum Patio Covers • Windows 
• Vinyl Fencing and Arbours 

NEW! f FASCIA GUTTER...BIG SAVINGS 
O N LABOUR AND MATERIALS 

'Quality workmanship and material guaranteed!" 

Call Jay Small 
537-9100 

You '11 never have to paint your house again! 

LEE THE PLUMBER'S 
WAREHOUSE 

A complete line of plumbing parts, fixture displays, pools, spa's & hot tub sales, service & supplies 

YOUR AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR: JACUZZI, HYDROMATIC & MONARCH PUMPS 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

• New construction • Old construction • Power Drain Cleaner • Water analysis 
• Filtration & softeners • Well systems • Water storage systems • Spa & Pool Repairs 

* ALL OUR PLUMBERS ARE CERTIFIED! * 
is yours? 

r 4!.\iMUl 
OPEN MON. - SAT. 8ish - Sish 

10S McPhillips Ave. 
(the old Gulfstream Pro-hardware location) 
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Earth fence probably first of its kind in Canada 
Some drivers have to stop. They park, 

walk across the road and give it a good 
tap. Yes, it is solid. Very solid. But the 
thick, earth-coloured fence hugging the 
edge of Meror Krayenhoff's Cusheon 
Lake Road property is more than a visual 
curiosity. 

To Krayenhoff, his rammed earth fence 
is a hedge against the future. It is an 
experiment in sustainability that he sees 
as a "noble cause" that could make the 
world a better place for his grandchil­
dren. • 

Inspired by David Easton, a speaker at 
the Sustainability Conference held on Salt 
Spring last spring, Krayenhoff is a 
Canadian pioneer in rammed earth struc­

tures. Easton and another couple build 
rammed earth structures in the States, but 
Krayenhoff believes his fence is a first on 
Canadian soil. He admits his fence is an 
experiment and is nervous but confident 
about how it will weather this winter. 
There is nothing clandestine about his 
experiment — it is right out in the open. It 
has already generated positive and negative 
feedback, and Krayenhoff is certain it will 
spark more. 

But building with rammed earth is an old-
fashioned technique that he believes has 
future potential as we seek alternatives to 
building with diminishing wood supplies, 
and as we look for "green" methods of dis­
posal. 

The homes we build today, Krayenhoff 
says, are expected to last 50 to 75 years. 
Then they are torn down and replaced. A 
sheet of drywall costs the same to buy as it 
does to recycle. 

"It is going to cost us $100,000 to build a 
house and then $100,000 to dispose of it." 

Rammed earth structures are built to last. 
In Germany in the 1800s half the buildings 
were made of rammed earth. And many of 
those buildings, along with the oldest two 
buildings in the United States, Krayenhoff 
says, are still standing. Other countries 
where wood is no longer a building option 
are using concrete block. Krayenhoff sees 
rammed earth as an environmentally friend­
ly alternative, which he "happens to think is 

the best." 
In the early stages of his rammed earth 

experiment, Krayenhoff organized a 
"ramming session" and tested 20 different 
soils from various parts of Salt Spring. 
The soil types included topsoil, shale, 
clay material and silt. Each was mixed 
with five per cent cement and subjected to 
compression tests to determine the psi 
(pounds per square inch). The mixture 
with the lowest compression came in at 
525 psi (concrete is 3,000 psi), and the 
highest was 2250 psi. The soil Krayenhoff 
finally selected has a psi of 2,000. He 
chose it over the highest because it was 
more colourful. The selected soil came 
from Louis Renaud's gravel pit. 

Getting a new look 
with varied colours 

Drywalling • Taping • Steel Studs 
(basement finishing) 

Tile setting 
- Ceramic tiles 
- Mexican pavers 

Free estimates 

537-9127 
Cellular 

537-7658 

(SOP) Whatever the technique, 
the '90s are a decade of new 
colours, varied shades of the tradi-
tionals and lots of unusual colour 
combinations. 

Here are some suggestions: 
• Green, purple, pink, and various 
shades of these colours are hot this 
year. 
• To find out what colours com­
plement each other, check a colour 
wheel at the paint store. 
Complementary colours look great 
together, but are not for applying 

colours atop each other, as in 
sponge painting. 
• To decide whether you like a 
colour or painting technique, do 
one wall, move the furniture 
back in place, and live with it 
for a week. Then decide what to 
do. 
• Use oil-based paint for ragging 
or smooshing because it doesn't 
dry quickly. If planning to over­
lay colours by sponging, use 
latex paint, which dries quite 
quickly. 

J I 

FINE CUSTOM HOMES 
CHEMICALL Y FREE HOMES 
DESIGNS, BUILD 

HISTORIC REPRODUCTIONS 
RESTORATIONS, RENOVATION 

GUEST COTTAGES 

Lsauw vi/tHd 
Construction Management 

can build it for you 

From Guest Cottages To Custom Homes 

Ilk treasure this- island €e Oeueve tliat (HJ> Inuulinax 
responsibly Se leaafdada- ufe nel/>preserve Seprotect ax 

Price Assurance 
Time Assurance 

Quality Assurance 
10 year Unconditional Warranty 

653-4158 
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home improvement experts 

and suppliers... 

Sit down with a copy of 
your weekly Driftwood. 

Look for advertisements from local and off-island 
contractors and suppliers. 

Every week you can find the help you need. 

The Driftwood.. .helping you improve your home. 

M 
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Materials 
choices 
expanding 

From nature-friendly gasoline to 
organic soil-preserving foods, 
environmental consciousness is 
expanding all kinds of consumer 
choices. 

The home improvement market 
is no exception. Cork tiling, recy­
cled carpet and less toxic paint are 
three examples of products mark­
ing the changes taking place. 

Many people like the warmth, 
durability and easy maintenance 
of hardwood flooring, but a com­
parable type of flooring only 
denudes trees of their bark, rather 
than falling and milling them. A 
new coat of bark is harvested 
every nine years from cork oak 
trees grown mainly in Portugal 
and Spain. Bark is then trans­
formed into a variety of tiles by 
the Mediterranean Cork company. 

Burritt Bros. Carpets proprietor 
Arlene Dashwood says the prod­
uct's environmentally-friendly 
character is one of its selling points. 

"As opposed to a lot of wood 
products where you have to cut 
the tree down, this is a renewable 
resource," says Dashwood. 

The flooring is also desirable to 
some people because only water-
based contact cement, sealer and 
urethane are required for installa­
tion and finishing. 

Mediterranean cork tiles are 
made from highly compressed 
granules of cork, overlaid with a 
patterned cork veneer. They are 
available in 24 basic stains, and 
Dashwood says they can create 
one-of-a-kind colours. Contrasting 
tiles can be arranged or cut to 
make a unique design. 

Mediterranean Cork compares 
in price to hardwood or ceramic 
flooring, but installation costs can 
be lowered by the do-it-yourselfer. 

"It's light, easy to cut and easy 
to handle," says Dashwood, and 
requires tools most people have. 
Any others needed can be bor­
rowed from her store. 

"You can create your own 
design or we have designs you can 
work with. You can do whatever 
step of the process you want, or 
we have an installer who can do 
the whole thing." 

Older types of cork flooring 
required waxing like their 
linoleum counterparts, but the 
Mediterranean Cork product is 
maintained simply through sweep-

CORK TILES: Ar lene Dashwood of Burr i t t Bros, says new 
Mediterranean cork tiles are an environmentally friendly product. 

ing, vacuuming and a damp mop. 
If some flooring companies are 

concerned about preserving trees, 
certain carpet manufacturers are 
trying to keep scruffy old carpet­
ing, containing a cauldron of chem­
ical substances, out of landfill sites. 

Alan Redpath of Calypso 
Carpets in Ganges reports that car­
pet manufacturer BASF has devel­
oped technology for effectively 
creating new carpet using Zeftron 
nylon carpeting once destined for 
the trash heap. 

BASF recycles discard carpet­
ing by hansforming its fibres into 
a nylon polymer and spinning it 
into carpet yarns of the same qual­
ity as originally-produced materi­
als. New carpets are then pro­
duced in the usual way. 

Kevins Marks of KCM Paint V 
Paper says paint manufacturers are 
also heeding market pressure to 
eliminate potentially harmful sub­
stances from their products. 
Companies like Ames Paints in 
Victoria are trying to reduce 
"volatile organic compounds" and 
increase the "high solid" content 
of popular alkyd paints. 

"They are trying to reduce the 
solvent content of these products, 
which will reduce the vapours and 
toxicity," explains Marks. 

At the same time, he says, devel­
opments in the naturally less toxic 
water-based acrylic and latex paints 
are making them more desirable. 

And if pressure from consumers 
provides the impetus for such 
changes, ever-changing technolo­
gy and manufacturers' competi­
tiveness make them possible 

"You can't stand still in any 
industry like that," says Marks. 
"Technology just catches up with 
you." 

Jonathan Yardlev - architect^ 

V 

With over 20 years 
experience on the Gulf 
Islands, I will work with 
you to steer your project 
from idea to reality. 
Projects may vary from 
simple additions and 
renovations to new 
houses and commercial 
development. Full 
personal service is 
provided with free initial 
consultation. 

Jonathan P.M. Yardley 
Dip. An* (Blnii.) MAIBC, MRAIC. BBA 

1121 beaver pt. rd., 
salt spring island, be . 
V8K 1X2 lei. 537-2831 
tax 653-9931 eel. 246-7431 

member of the architectural institute of british Columbia 

SALT SPRING 
SHARPENING SERVICE 

537-2347 (eves) Mike Antonik 

StSt CRANE & RIGGING 
• Sheds 
• Beams 
• Steels 
• Trusses 
• Concrete 

Pouring 
• Hot Tubs 
• Outbuildings 

Brian 
»37-2604 

ivor 
537-9762 

Give Us A Call' 

I ROOFING 
/ k 

/RE-ROOFING 

n 
Phone 

537-2084 

Roofing Re-roofing • New • Repairs • Cedar Shakes TV Shingles 
•Cedar Shakes n' Shingles Siding 

• Asphalt shingles — 15-25 year warranties 
• Asphalt Fibreglass Shingles — 15-40 year warranties 

• Metal roofing systems 
• Flat Roof (torch or 
membrane system) 

• Hidden Gutter System 

HAKECH INGLES 

RONCALBERY 537-2084 
Serving Salt Spring and the Gulf Islands 

2 2 Y E A R S ON TOP 
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Carpet spills can be cleaned by homeowner 
but don't underestimate professional help 

Begin to care for your carpet the 
day it's installed . . . and you'll 
enjoy all its beauty for years to 
come. All the precautions in the 
world, however, will not protect 
your carpet from the inevitable 
leaks, spills and accidents that are 
part of everyday life. 

While there are many good carpet 
cleaning products on the market, 
none of them come with the experi­
ence and the knowledge of a profes­
sional carpet cleaner and their value 
should never be underestimated. 
However, should you decide to do it 
yourself, the following should help 
you get better results. 

This chart represents some of the 
most common household spills. 

Where two procedures are listed 
(example B-M), use first procedure 
(B), then second (M) only if needed. 

Note: Always pretest any spot or 
stain cleaning procedure and chem­
icals on a hidden area of carpet for 
colour bleed or colour loss. These 
stain removal procedures reflect 
information currently available. Do 
not use these procedures subse­
quent to or in combination with 
other procedures. The compound 
effect of non-compatible cleaning 
agents could harm your carpets. 
Call a professional carpet cleaner 
and tell him what has been attempt­
ed so he may take proper action. 

Removal procedures 
General instructions: 
Apply: Solutions, solvents, water 

and other liquids should be applied 
to a clean white paper towel (not 
printed) and this wet towel used to 
dampen the carpet. Never wet the 
carpet through to the backing. 

Blot: Blot by pressing straight 
down with paper towel — never 

Stain Procedure 

Asphalt 
Beer 
Berries 
Blood 
Butter, Shortening 
Candle Wax 
Candy (sugar) 
Catsup 
Chewing Gum 
Chocolate 
Coffee 
Cooking Oil 
Dyes 
Excrement 
Foundation Makeup 
Fruit Juice 
Furniture Polish 
Grease - Food 
Grease - Auto 
Glue - White 
Glue - Hobby 
Ice Cream 
Ink - Ball Point Pen 
Ink - India 
Kool-Aid 
Lemonade 
Lipstick 
Mascara 
Mayonnaise 
Mercurochrome 
Methiolate 
Milk 
Mixed Drinks 
Mud 
Mustard 
Nail Polish 
Paint - Latex 
Paint - Oil 
Pet Food 
Shoe Polish 
Soft Drinks 
Tar 
Tea 
Urine 
Vomit 
Wine - Red 
Wine - White 
I Jn known 

A 
B 

B-M 
B 
A 
0 
B 

C-M 
G 
B 

B-M 
A-C 
M 
C 

A-B 
C-M 

A 
A 
A 
B 

A-L 
B 
A 

AM 
C-M 
C-M 

A 
A 
B 
M 
M 
B 

B-M 
B 

C-M 
L 
B 
A 

C-M 
AM 
C-M 

A 
B-M 

B 
C 
M 
B 

A-B 

rub — rubbing alters the carpet 
texture. In the final blotting step, 
half-inch-thick pad of clean white 
paper towels, placed on the 
cleaned spot with a weight and left 
overnight, is the best way to wick 
up the last traces of liquid and for­
eign materials. 

Scrape: Gently scoop or scrape 
with blunt edge of spoon from the 
outside of the spill or spot toward 
the centre. 

Cleaning solutions 
Detergent: Mix 1 teaspoon 

clear dishwashing detergent with 1 
cup warm — not hot — water. 

Presoak solution: Mix 1 tea­
spoon enzyme presoak (Axion, 
Biz, etc.) with 1 cup warm water. 

Hydrogen Peroxide: Mix 4 
fluid ounces Hydrogen Peroxide 
(three per cent strength available 
in drug stores) with 1 fluid ounce 
household ammonia (sudsy 
type). Use within two hours after 
mixing. 

Ammonia: Undiluted house­
hold ammonia, sudsy type con­
taining detergent. 

Vinegar: Undiluted white vine­
gar. 

Dry powder cleaner: Powdered 
carpet cleaners such as Host, 
Capture and Blue Luster. 

Drycleaning solvent: Non-oily, 
non-caustic type solid for spot 
removal from garments. Caution: 
may be flammable. 

Procedure A: 
Apply a drycleaning solvent, use 

dampened white paper towel, blot 
— don't rub. Repeat solvent 
application as above. Blot — 
don't rub. Water — apply with 
dampened white towel. Blot — 
finish with weighted pad of towels. 
Procedure B: 

Scrape or blot up excess spill. 
Apply detergent (See "Cleaning 
Solutions"), use damp white 
towel. Blot — don't rub. Apply 
ammonia (See "Cleaning 
Solutions"), use damp white 
towel. Apply white vinegar (undi­
luted), use damp white towel. 
Blot — don't rub. Water — apply 
with damp sponge. Blot — finish 
with weighted pad of towels. 
Procedure C: 

Scrape or blot up excess spill. 
Apply dry baking soda. Scrape 
and vacuum. Water — use damp 
sponge or rinse remaining baking 
soda. Don't overwet. 

Blot — don't rub. Apply pre­
soak solutions (See "Cleaning 
Solutions"), use damp white 
towel. Water — rinse as above. 
Blot — don't rub — dry well. 
Apply dry powder cleaner (See 
"Cleaning Solutions"). Vacuum. 
Procedure G: 

Scrape or blot up excess spill. 
Freeze with ice cubes. Shatter 
with blunt object like the back of a 
large spoon. Vacuum chips away 
before they melt. 

Procedure L: 
Apply nail polish remover (non-

oily type) — use cotton swab to 
apply to the spill. Don't wet 
through to carpet backing. Pick 
up softened material — use clean 
white paper towel and push 
towards the centre of the spill to 
avoid spreading stain. Repeat 
above — soften and carefully 
remove a layer of the spill each 
time. Haste may spread the stain 
and/or damage the carpet. 
Procedure M: 

Scrape or blot up excess spill. 
Apply detergent solution (See 
"Cleaning Solutions"), use damp 
white towel, leave three to five 
minutes. Blot — don't rub. 
Apply hydrogen peroxide solu­
tion (See "Cleaning Solutions") 
— let stand 20 to 30 minutes 
under a weighted pad of clean, 
dry white paper towels. Repeat 
application of hydrogen peroxide 
and dry under weighted pad until 
removal is complete. Apply 
white vinegar (undiluted), use 
damp towel. Blot — finish with 
weighted pad of towels. 
Procedure O: 

Scrape off excess material. 
Cover with brown paper — apply 
warm iron until material is 
absorbed. Be sure paper is large 
enough and take care to never touch 
the iron to the carpet. Change 
paper or rotate to clean area and 
repeat until all material is absorbed. 

R E Y N O L D S 
THE CLEANING SPECIALISTS 

• Carpet Cleaning 
High Traffic Areas 
One Room or the Complete House 

• Furniture Cleaning 
Sofas, Chairs, Loveseats 

Household 
Hints 

Putting newly 
bought starchy foods 
into the freezer for a 

day or so, or even 
storing them in the 
freezer is a good 

way to control wee­
vils, as the low tem­

peratures will kill 
their larvae. 

6534201 or 537427 

WOLFGANG 
WENZEL s S 
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There are solutions 
to most water ills 

Sometimes there's not enough. 
Sometimes it looks grim, smells 
putrid and tastes worse. And as 
Gulf Islands wells await replenish­
ment from the rains to come, 
many property owners wonder if 
this is the year they should tackle 
"the water problem." 

In 26 years of doing business, 
David Rainsford has dealt with 
innumerable customers facing 
either poor quality water or a well 
that does not produce enough 
water for normal household use. 

Water with high coliform 
counts or mineral content are the 
two major quality-related prob­
lems encountered here. 

Water scarcity on Salt Spring is 
directly related to the island's bur­
geoning population, he observes. 

"It is something that is going to 
become a much greater concern 
because the water table is going 
down earlier in the year." 

But with improving technology 
and a sound analysis of the prob­
lem, no one should be left "high 
and dry." 

There are solutions to almost 
any water ailment, says Rainsford. 
His company does well-testing 
and chemical analysis of water, 
and installs wells, pumps, filtra­
tion and storage systems, or a 
combination, as needed. 

Even dreaded sulphur in water 
can be eliminated through proper 
filtration. 

"We can take any kind of water 
and make it perfect," he says. 

Desalinization systems are one 
outcome of advancing technology 
and can provide potable water for 

some properties. "And they have 
dropped dramatically in price," 
he notes. 

Rainsford says he also works 
closely with Albert Kaye of Albert 
Kaye and Sons Drilling Ltd., an 
acknowledged island expert in 
locating sources of water. 

A spring-fed well is the water 
source for Green Rose Bed and 
Breakfast on Robinson Road. In 
order to cope with high coliform 
counts in the water and a supply 
that dwindles at this time of year, 
proprietor Tom Hoff dealt with 
Rainsford and took a two-
pronged approach to the situa­
tion. 

A 1,000-gallon storage tank was 
set up near the house and connect­
ed to the well, so no water is lost. 

"We save as much water as we 
can," says Hoff. "And when the 
water in the storage tank gets 
down to a certain level, then it 
goes to the well for more." 

Up to eight people at one time 
could be showering and using 
laundry facilities at the bed and 
breakfast, so an assured water sup­
ply is crucial. 

"This has just made a big differ­
ence, especially in peace of mind," 
says Hoff. 

Green Rose's water always tast­
ed good, he says, but testing 
detected an uncomfortably high 
coliform level, possibly because 
the property was historically used 
as a farm. A filtration and ultravi­
olet system was installed to elimi­
nate worries about potential health 
effects resulting from the presence 
of coliform. 

TREATING WATER: Lee Sawchuk displays some of the equip­
ment available for addressing water problems on Salt Spring. 
Sawchuk operates Lee the Plumber, a plumbing and plumbing 
supply business. 

Household Hints 
Cola that has gone flat can be poured into the 

toilet bowl. If left for an hour or so the soda will 
clean your toilet for you. 

WATER SOLUTION: Plumber David Rainsford 
installed new treatment and storage system at 

Green Rose Bed and Breakfast to take care of 
supply and quality problems. 

WE ALL NEED 
PURE, CLEAN 

WATER! 
POLAR 
BEAR 

WATER 
DISTILLERS 

Will turn 
your well 
water into 

PURE 
DRINKING 

WATER! 
Built to last a lifetime and 

backed by our exclusive 10 
year warranty! 

Removes: calcium, salts, sulphur, metals, 
dangerous chemicals, bacteria, viruses, 

just to name a few water pollutants. 
FOR ONLY PENNIES A DAY! 

ON TAP SYSTEMS LTD. 
PH/FAX (604) 478-5112 

NO MORE 
DRIVE-WAY 

CAR WASHES 
Do It Yourself 

or 
Let Us 

Clean • Seal • Polish • Protect 
Your Car or Truck 

- W I T H O U T W A T E R ­
S' 

FOR SALES A SERVICE 

537-1455 
Water less Cleaning Systems, 
S. ^ a division of FRESH START 2, SSI > 

# FRASERS 
™_ __- , 17C Arh i i tue Dd f * 3 7 . f w 7 8 A 

THIMBLE 
FARMS r 175 Arbutus Rd. 5 3 7 - 5 7 8 8 

Open 7 days a week 10am-4:30pm 

Bird Baths 
Bird Feeders 
Bird Houses 
Bird Seed 
Bird Books 
Garden Books 
Native Plant Books 
Cedar Planters 
Garden Ornaments 
Pond Liners 
Sundials 
Watering Systems 

Peat Moss 
Fertilizers 
Potting Soil 
Clay Pots 
Patio Planters 
Seeds 
Grass Seeds 
Wildflower Seed 
Roses 
Rhododendrons 
Flowering Trees 
Shade Trees 

Fruit Trees 
Heritage Fruit Trees 
Nut Trees 
Japanese Maples 
Native Plants 
Perennials 
Shrubs 
Bulbs 
Hanging Baskets 
Annuals 
Ferns 

We specialize in native, rare and unusual plants and have been helping 
Islanders improve their homes and gardens for 20 years 

WE GIVE PERSONALIZED SERVICE! 

15% Off 
wering Bulb Purchase 
(With this coupon valid Sept. 21 - 30, 1994) 

MBLE FARMS • 175 Arbutus Road 
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Environment Canada offers tips for reducing water use 
(SOP) The following are some 

tips Environment Canada recom­
mends for reducing water use 
without plumbing devices. 
Avoid: 
• Thawing frozen foods under 

running water. 
• Cleaning fruits and vegetable 

under running water; instead 
scrub them in a partially filled 
sink, and rinse quickly. 

• Running to the tap for every 
glass of drinking water; instead 
keep a bottle cooling in the 
refrigerator. 

• Running a half-filled dishwasher. 
• Dripping taps; close tightly and, 

if they are leaking, install new 
washers. 

• Using garbage disposals in the 
kitchen sink; they waste water 
in order to pulverize the waste. 

• Running a tap while brushing 
teeth and shaving. 

• Bathing when a quick shower 
will do; if you must bathe, you 
can get just as clean with a half-

full tub. When drawing water 
for the tub, first put in all the hot 
water you want, then slowly 
adjust the temperature with the 
cold water. 

• Extinguishing cigarettes by 
flushing them down the toilet. 

• Watering your lawn when the 
sun is at its brightest; early 

A bucket and sponge, 
require only 450 

litres to wash a car, 

to the 700 litres 
expelled by a hose. 

morning or late afternoon is 
best. 

• Placing sprinklers where they 
water the concrete rather than 
the lawn. 

Use: 
• A device to create a dam in 

Lawn enhances look 
of home and garden 

(SOP) A beautiful lawn adds to 
the appearance of your home and 
only requires a bit of know-how to 
maintain. And a beautiful lawn is 
a fine selling point when comes 
the time to sell your home, since it 
is one of the first things prospec­
tive buyers will see. 

The lawn should be checked for 
bare spots in the spring. Small 
bare spots usually fill in by them­
selves if you apply fertilizer and 
water the lawn more frequently. If 
bare spots are large, they must be 
reseeded or sodded. 

For best results, the lawn should 
fertilized about three times a year. 
A properly fertilized lawn will 
maintain good colour and thick­
ness and will be more resistant to 
insect and weed damage. 

The amount of mowing neces­
sary depends on the type of grass 
you have on your lawn, the time 
of year it is and how often you 
water or fertilize it. During the 
peak growing season, you can 
expect to cut the grass once or 
twice a week. 

If you cut your grass too short, 
you could end up damaging it. 
Lowering mowing blades produces 
a shallow root system, making the 
grass more susceptible to damage 
by heat, lack of water or disease. 

Rain cannot be entirely relied 
upon to do the job of watering the 
lawn for you. 

A thorough watering every so 
often is better for the lawn than 
frequent light watering. Too little 
water at once encourages shallow 

rooting, making the grass weaker 
and less resistant to disease and 
weed problems. The lawn should 
get about an inch of water a week 
in the summer. 

Early morning is perhaps the 
best time to water the lawn, since 
the water has time to sink to the 
roots. Watering in the afternoon is 
not the best idea, because 
increased evaporation at that time 
of day means less water will reach 
the roots. Watering at night is 
risky because the ground can 
remain soaked at night, increasing 
the chances of disease. 

Installing an automatic sprinkler 
system in your lawn and garden 
not only makes watering conve­
nient, it helps conserve water, 
adds value to your home and you 
can do it yourself and save money. 

While an automatic system can 
turn the water on and off when no 
one is around, it also can be operat­
ed on an "as needed" schedule. New 
sophisticated timers and water-sav­
ing sprinkler heads help take the 
guess work out of watering. 

The timer opens and closes each 
valve, permitting the flow of water 
to various sprinkler heads 
throughout the system. The 
newest timers use computer mem­
ory devices that make them pre­
cise, reliable and extremely flexi­
ble to meet a variety of lawn care 
and plant needs. 

Whatever type of watering sys­
tem you use, you can be assured 
that if your lawn is kept in good 
shape, it will give more enjoyment. 

Your new home needs a solid foundation. 
• Bagged Cement 
• Scaffold Rental 
• Washed Gravel 
• Parking Curbs 

GULF COAST MATERIALS 
537-2611 Fax 537-2181 

R.R. 3, Rainbow Rd., Ganges 

• Ready Mixed Concrete 
• Reinforcing Steel 
• Concrete Products 
• Drain Rock 

your toilet tank to reduce the 
amount of water it normally 
holds. Any non-porous item 
such as a plastic bottle will do, 
but stay away from bricks as 
they disintegrate and can plug 
up the system. 

• Insulation on your hot-water 
tank and pipe, and a thermostat 
set back to 50 degrees Celsius. 
This saves hot water by keeping 
it warmer longer and can reduce 
water-heating costs by 25 per 
cent. 

• A bucket and sponge, requiring 
only 450 litres to wash a car, 
instead of the 700 litres expelled 
by a hose. Save 90 litres by 
attaching a trigger nozzle to the 
hose for rinsing off the suds. 

• A cover for any swimming pool, 
to cut down on evaporation. 
Here's how the average 

Canadian household uses its 
water: 

Inside the house, every day, we 
each use 350 litres, compared with 

an average 140 litres in Europe. 
• 45 per cent of it goes down the 

toilet. 
• 30 per cent is washed away in 

showers and baths. 

and laundry. 
Five per cent is for drinking and 
cooking. 
Expect a 100 per cent increase 

during the summer if you water 
• 20 per cent goes to do the dishes the lawn or wash the car 

Household Hints 
Energy efficient fluo­

rescent lightbulbs 
reduce energy costs. 

Commitment 
is the priceless 
ingredient! 

ANDRE 537-2156 

We Serve all the Gulf Islands 

Sometimes, you really need 
a little help with the job. 

fl^SPpp J£''\ %*>m i —""" 

WH/fctetf-

i 

We have the tools to get 
you started! 

Island Savings 
Credit Union 

Island Savings 
Insurance 
Services Ltd. 

I DUNCAN I MILL BAY I 
| 746-4171 | 743-5534 

DUNCAN 
746-5575 

CHEMAINUS 
246-3273 

MILL BAY 
743-5573 

GANGES 
537-5587 

ROYAL OAK 
727-3501 

VICTORIA 
386-6343 

I VICTORIA 
385-4476 

GANGES 
537-4542 ISLAND 

SAVINGS 
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Check cold wave with caulking of doors, windows 
Q. The recent bursts of cold weather 
have sent blasts of drafts flowing 
through our house. The main culprits 
in this criminal cold wave are the win­
dows and the doors. 

The windows are double-hung sash 
windows, with what appears to be very 
ineffective aluminum storm windows. 
The upper windows no longer move as 
they have been painted into position. 
There are gaps at the top of some of 
them. What would be the best way of 
draft-proofing the windows? 

The back door to the kitchen also is in 
a very sad state. To begin with, the win­
dow for the storm door has been lost and 
the storm door frame no longer fits as 
snugly as it should. In addition, cold air 
pours in around the interior door. 

Are there any quick fixes to my prob­
lems? And what should I do in terms of 
long-term weather-proofing? 

A. Start the rehabilitation of this criminal 
cold wave by installing removable caulk on 
all mating surfaces of the window joinery to 
create a sealed unit. This type of caulk is 
designed solely for weather stripping and 
can be peeled off in the spring. 

Wash the window surfaces to make sure 
that no grease or dirt is present to interfere 
with the caulk bonding to the window. 

There are two types of caulk available for 
this kind of weather stripping. One is the 
traditional dark gray, ropy caulk. The other 
is available in tubes and should be applied 
with a caulking gun. 

Caulk between the interior window 
frames and 
the sash 
stops — the 
w o o d e n 
moldings 
that hold 
the win­
dows in 
their chan­
nels — and 
along the 
gap where the bottom of the upper window 
and the top of the lower window meet, or at 
any location where you feel a draft. 

To increase the energy efficiency of your 
windows, you also might want to install a 
plastic insulation kit. These are sheets of 
plastic attached to the interior window 
moldings by two-sided tape. 

After the plastic has been applied to the 

To increase the energy efficiency 
of your windows, install a plastic 

insulation kit. These are sheets 
of plastic attached to the interior 

window moldings by two-sided tape. 

tape, a hair dryer or heat gun usually can be 
used to shrink the plastic and eliminate the 
majority of wrinkles that may have devel­
oped in the plastic surface during installa­
tion. 

Once again, wash the surfaces to which 
the tape is to be applied in order to make 
sure that the tape will bond well. The tape is 
applied to all four sides of the window 

frame in as 
straight and 
level a man­
ner as possi­
ble. 

S t a r t 
a t t ach ing 
the plastic 
at the top of 
the window 
and proceed 

along one side. Keep the material as tight as 
possible. To attach the plastic to the tape, 
simply press the plastic on to the adhesive 
surface of the tape. While this job can be 
done by one person, it helps to have some­
one hold the plastic away from the rest of 
the tape and to keep the plastic as taut as 
possible. 

Using the same technique, press the plas­

tic on to the tape on the other side of the 
window and at the bottom. 

Now use a hair dryer or heat gun to shrink 
the plastic film, to further reduce any wrin­
kles that might have occurred and remove 
any sags in the plastic. 

The plastic treatment can be used as a 
very temporary replacement for the missing 
back-door window. Weather stripping 
should be applied around the door frame to 
further reduce drafts. 

While these temporary measures can be 
used to reduce the amount of cold weather 
seeping into your house, you should price 
the cost of having permanent improvements 
made. If you can't find a replacement win­
dow for the back door, you might have to 
get a new storm door installed. 

As for the windows, you should get new 
exterior storm windows and install weather 
stripping on the interior windows. 

Arguments will be made to convince you 
to have the windows replaced entirely. If 
possible, you should avoid this as they are 
an intrinsic part of a building's architecture 
and whenever possible should be left in 
place and properly maintained. 

Function, duty come before form, design with cushions 
(SOP) What's the etiquette of 

dealing with cushions that are 
hogging all the room on a 
loveseat? Do you sweep them to 
one side, thereby eliminating the 
possibility of snaring the couch 
with any potential lover? 

Do you dump them on the floor, 
hoping they won't be soiled or 
tripped over or — heaven forbid 
— sat upon? 

Do you pick up the whole bun­
dle, tossing them behind the piano 
while no one is looking? 

The thoughtful host removes these 
decorator-designed but people-pun­
ishing accessories before the guests 

arrive, even if it means diminishing 
the impact of the room. Function 
over form, duty over design. 

Despite this caveat, the home 
decorator on a bud-
get should look to 
cushions as an eco­
nomical yet effec­
tive means of 
pulling a decorating 
scheme together. 

Cushions can 
pick out and height­
en secondary colours in a room. 
Or they can provide a striking 
contrast to a dominant colour. 

Ruffled cushions soften a tai­

lored sofa. Satin cushions, with a 
piped edge, provide a clean con­
trast to a flowered chintz chair. A 
bolster separating the cushions of a 

A bed piled high with pillows invites 
sleepy heads to rest. And cast-iron 

porch furniture becomes lounge-able 
when plumped with pillows. 

large sofa doubles as a soft armrest. 
A bed piled high with pillows 

invites sleepy heads to rest. And 
cast-iron porch furniture 

becomes lounge-able when 
plumped with pillows. 

Cushions aren't cheap — don't 
be surprised if a one-foot-square 

flowered chintz pillow 
with ruffles bears a $50 
price tag. But remem­
ber, they'll make your 
tired old sofa look like a 
million dollars. 

And if you have even 
minimal sewing skills, 
you can make beautiful 

cushions and pillows for much 
less. Stores that specialize in 
upholstery and drapery fabrics 
have remnant tables where you can 

pick up enough yardage for a pil­
low or two for a few dollars. Add a 
zipper and some trim, an hour or 
two sewing time, and you'll have a 
designer cushion for under $10. 

More quick and easy still is the 
pillow stuffed with polyfoam or 
old pantyhose, then stitched up 
permanently. (Look mom, no zip­
per.) This kind of pillow, because 
it can't be cleaned so easily, is 
best for fluffing up a bed, where 
it's less likely to be soiled. Make 
them in a variety of sizes mixing 
and matching fabrics, using left­
over material from other sewing 
projects. 

MILLION DOLLAR MOVING _ 
Before we move we want to reduce our inventory by $1,000,000!!! 

WE DO M A I L O R D E R - Just call or fax us your order - ask us about our shipping rates 

Makita 8-1/4' 
With extra blade. 
MAK-50O6NB Reg. 189 95 SPECIAL 

Skil H.D. 7-1/4 Circular Saw 
With thin kerf blade. $ 4 A A 95 
SKI-5657 ONLY I f f I 

Magnum 7-1/4" Carbide Tipped SC 25 
18-Tooth Blade. MAG-71834. Reg. 7.25 SPECIAL 9 • 
Magnum 7-1/4" Carbide Tipped SC 85 
24-Tooth Blade. MAG-71835. Reg. 7.95 SPECIAL V I 
Skil "Supertwisf Screwdriver/Flashlight combo $ 4 4 95 
SKI-204009. Reg. 49.95 SPECIAL t i l l 
Panasonic 4.8V Cordless Drill 5C/195 
With clutch. PAN-EY6O40B. Reg. 69.95 SPECIAL O f • 
Skil "Top Gun" 12V Cordless Drill Kit 
With 2 batteries. Keyless Chuck, Clutch, Brake, 2 variable $ 4 Q Q 9 5 
speed ranges.SKI-273603. Reg. 199.95 SPECIAL I O v i 
Skil 1/2" Electric Drill with 5 amp motor $ 4 A A 95 
0-850RPM. SKI-6650. Reg. 159.95 SPECIAL I f f I 
Makita 14-3/4" Electric Chain Saw SOOQ95 
MAK-5016. Reg. 249.95 SPECIAL tmtmalt 
Makita 7.2V Cordless Drill Kit 
Keyless Chuck, Clutch, Brake, 2 variable speed $ 4 / | Q 9 4 
ranges.MAK-6075DW. Reg. 189.95 SPECIAL I t w i 
Skil H.D. 4-1/4" Grinder SQQ95 
With 6A motor. SKI-9611. Reg. 119.95 SPECIAL O w i 

Magnum 1-3/16" Brad Nailer with kit 
& 4000 nails. MAG AN 1830K. $ Q A 95 
Reg. 109.95 SPECIAL 
Magnum 1-9/16" Brad Nailer with kit 
& 4000 nails. MAG-AN 1840K. Reg. 149.95 

Magnum 2" Brad Nailer with kit 
Hi A* 

SPECIAL I I f I 

$47495 
& 4000 nails. MAG-AN1850K. Reg. 199.95 SPECIAL I I ^ 1 
Bostich N60FN 2-1/2" Angle Finish Nailer $A A Q 9 5 
BOS-N60FN. Reg. 429.95 SPECIAL I w V I 
Makita 3-1/4" Stick Nailer $ 1 0 0 95 
Deluxe model. MAK-AN8300. Reg. 549.95 SPECIAL V V V I 

$075 
SPECIAL V I 

S4Q95 
L I 9 i 

6" Adjustable Wrench $A49 
MAG-AW6. Reg. 4.99 SPECIAL taw 
8" Adjustable Wrench $A99 
MAG-AW8. Reg. 5.99 SPECIAL tan 
10" Adjustable Wrench 
MAG-AW10. Reg. 7.50 
Zircon "Studsensor" 
Finds studs, not nails! ZIR-SS9434. Reg. 25.95 SPECIAL 
Zircon "Studsensor" $4 /195 
With sound. ZIR-50264. Reg. 29.95 SPECIAL tVfw 
Zircon "Studsensor Pro" $ O f 9 5 
ZIR-50793. Reg. 33.95 SPECIAL Sal I 
Starrett 25'x1" "Cool Rule" Tape Measures 
Your choice of fluorescent pink, orange or green! $ 4 4 9 5 
STAR-SK-125. Reg. 16.95 SPECIAL I I I 
"Vise-Grip" 10" Locking Pliers $Q95 
With cutter. VIS-10WR. Reg. 16.01 SPECIAL V i 
6" Linesman Pliers $#)99 
X-LM6. Reg. 4.99 SPECIAL Mat 
Chesco Fold-up Hex Key Set $•* 49 
5/64" - 1/4". CHE98091. Reg. B.54 SPECIAL I I 
Magnetic Pickup Tool R Q £ 
24". APC-23PUM2. Reg. 1.69 SPECIALwOH 
"Pic-Quic" Six-Pac Screwdriver $4 4 95 
Made in B.C.! PIC-88001. Reg. 15.95 SPECIAL I I I 
"Quick-Grip" 6" Bar Clamp $. 
Made by Vise Grip. VIS-506. Reg. 24.22 SPECIAL 
8" Tri-Square $A99 
MAG-TS8. Reg. 4.99 SPECIAL taw 

W 
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A I R L E S S PAINT S P R A Y S Y S T E M 
Homeowners. S O O Q 9 5 
CH-HP10O0. Reg. 369.95 ..SPECIAL W A V l 

K'ATcher 1000 PSI Pressure Washer $ 9 9 Q 9 5 
KAR-K495. Reg. 374.95 SPECIAL V V V I 

Lemmer L280 Paint Spray Gun $QQ95 
LEM-L280. Reg. 119.95 SPECIAL V V I 

Magnum 1600 PSI Gas Pressure Washer $ O Q C 00 
With Honda engine. MAG-1600BH ONLY O V V I 

100% B.C. owned and operated 
| ^ | | I | C tools and 
- f x l w l w e q u i p m e n t ltd. 

Fax: 1-800-KMS-3799 Toll Free 

Bosch Variable Speed Orbiting Jig Saw Kits 
Rotating barrel model or D-handle model - bonus 
case + 10 packs of free blades. 5 0 A Q 9 5 
BOB-1584/7VSK. Reg. 229.95....SPECIAL £ V V I 
6" Bench Grinder $ C A 95 
MAG-BG6. Reg. 64.95 SPECIAL V f I 
"Teknatool" New Generation Woodlathe 
W/O motor. 8 speeds, 2" steel rail bed, rotating S O O C 00 
headstock, cast iron headstock. LL-N1200 OAM.V O f c V i 

Magnum 16 speed 13" Bench Drill Press $ 0 4 Q95 
With motor. MAG-DB13B. Reg. 252.99 SPECIAL MM I V i 
Magnum 10" H.D. Cabinet Saw $ O f i Q 9 5 

With motor. MAG-ST10HDC. Reg. 1150.00 SPECIAL O v V I 
RB116" Scroll Saw 
Made in U.S.A. c/w $125 accessory kit. $ 7 Q Q 9 5 
RBI-9600216. Reg. 1095.00 SPECIAL I V V I 

3-Ton Ratcheting Jack Stands 
(pair). MAG-JS3. $ 4 Q 9 5 
Reg. 24.95 SPECIAL I O i 
2-1/4-Ton Hydraulic Floor Jack 
MAG-JF214. $ f A 9 5 
Reg. 89.95 SPECIAL I f I 
6-Ton Ratcheting Jack Stands 
(pair). MAG-JS6. Reg. 44.95 SPECIAL 

Torque Wrench $ 0 0 9 5 
3/8" x 80ft.-lb. w/case. MAG-TW80K. Reg. 37.95 ONLY \ltaw 
10001b. Engine Stand SCC95 
4-wheel H-style frame. MAG-ES1000. Reg. 69.95 SPECIAL V V I 

2-Ton Engine Hoist $ 9 A Q 9 5 

!569.8 95 
MAG-EH2C. Reg. 299.95 SPECIAL 
Century 105 amp MIG Welder $ 
With regulator. CM-83105. Reg. 599.95 SPECIAL 

Century 160 amp MIG Welder $ 4 A / 1 Q00 
With regulator & cartq. CM-83160. Reg. 1199 00 SPECIAL I V f V I 

We have 4 brands of MIG welders from 85 amp to 225 amp. 
We also have TIG, Stick & Arc welders, bottles & gasl 

If you don't see it in our ad just call and ask for it! We have: woodwork­
ing tools, hand tools, air tools, specialty tools, hobby tools, automotive 
tools, power tools, cordless tools, welding equipment, air compressors. 

Ph: 1-800-KMS-8979 Toll Free (order, only 
Inquiries or local calls: 522-5599 

I 
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Simple and specialized methods 
of wallpapering around corners 

(SOP) Wallpapering requires 
skill and practice. Two techniques 
that are essential — attaching 
wallpaper to inside and outside 
comers — are described here. 

A basic method can be used to 
paper an inside comer where two 
walls meet. First, measure at sev­
eral points from the comer to the 
edge of the last strip applied. 

Add one-half inch (12 mm) to 
the greatest measurement and cut 
a strip of wallpaper to this width. 

Attach the strip to the wall and 
tap the paper firmly into the cor­
ner with a smoothing brush by 
striking the paper with the ends of 
the bristles. Paste the extra half 
inch to the adjacent wall. 

If the paper's length is greated 
than the distance from floor to 
ceiling, slit the paper with a knife 
above and below the corner to 
avoid wrinkling it. 

Next, measure the leftover 
waste strip. If it is at least six inch­
es (15 cm) wide, it can be used to 
complete the corner. If it is nar­
rower than six inches, substitute a 
new full-width strip. 

Mark the width of the strip on to 
the uncovered wall by measuring 
from the comer at any point along 
its length. Using a plumb line 
coated with chalk (or an ordinary 
string, coated with chalk and tied 
at one end to the handle of a pair 
of scissors), mark a vertical line 
on the wall. 

Have an assistant hold the 
unweighted end of the line against 
the top of the wall so that the 
weighted end swings freely a frac­

t ion of an inch from the floor. 
When the string stops moving, 
make certain it is aligned precisely 
with the mark on the wall. 

While your assistant presses the 
top end uf the string against the 
wall, stretch the string downward 
to tighten it and press it against the 
wall at the bottom with your 
thumb. Be careful not to disturb 
the string's alignment. 

Using your free hand, grasp the 
string near the middle of its 
length, then gently pull the string 
straight out from the wall about 
four inches (10 cm) and let go. 

The string should snap lightly 
against the wall, leaving a crisp, 
vertical line of chalk from top to 

bottom. 
Paste the strip to the wall along 

the line. At the corner, the strip 
should overlap the one previously 
applied by a half inch (12 mm). 

There are also two specialized 
ways of papering inside comers. 
One can be used if the distance 
from the comer to the last strip 
applied is very narrow — four 
inches (10 cm) or less. 

The other can be used if the dis­
tance is very wide — within four 
inches of the full width of a strip. 

In the first situation, subtract 
from the width of a full strip the 
longest distance from the comer to 
the edge of the last strip applied, 
plus an additional half inch. 

Using a chalk line, mark a verti­
cal line on the adjacent wall a dis­
tance from the comer equal to the 
measurement. 

There are two 
specialized ways of 
papering inside cor­

ners. One can be used 
if the distance from 

the corner to the last 
strip applied is four 

inches (10 cm) or less. 

Then hang a full strip of wallpa­
per by aligning it with the mark. 
One side of the paper then should 
wrap around the comer and over­
lap the edge of the last strip 
applied by a half inch. 

In the second situation, the pro­
cedure is essentially the reverse, 
but easier. Simply hang a full strip 
of paper by aligning it with the 
edge of the last strip applied. 

Press the paper into the comer 
and paste the extra against to the 
adjacent wall as described in the 
basic procedure. Hang the next 
strip so that its edge overlaps that 
of the comer strip by a half inch. 

With all three methods, unless 
the comer where the walls meet is 
vertical or very nearly so, there 
may be a mismatch of the pattern 
where the comer strip and the next 
strip to be applied meet. 

g Q HALLMAN LANDSCAPE 
ASSOCIATES 

LANDSCAPES & 
GARDENS 

Design 
Construction 
Planting 

Office: 

111 Rainbow Rd. 
Ganges, B.C. 

Phone: 
537-9316 

Fax: 
537-9343 

In the two specialized methods, 
mismatches will be more pro­
nounced and more noticeable the 
farther the unaligned edges of the 
comer strips are from the comer. 

However, in the basic proce­
dure, the distance from the comer 
to the seam formed by the next 
strip is so narrow that mismatch­
ing will be slight and most likely 
will go unnoticed. 

To paper an outside corner, 
like a projection created by a 
mantel-piece, the basic procedure 
is first to measure at several 
points from the corner to the 
edge of the last strip applied, as 
described for papering an inside 
comer. Cut a strip to the width of 
the longest measurement plus 
one inch (2.5 cm). 

Align the strip with the edge of 
the last one applied and attach it to 
the wall, wrapping the extra 
amount around the corner and 
pasting it down. 

Slit any paper above and below 
the comer to avoid wrinkling it. 

Hold a carpenter's level against 
the strip's unaligned edge at the 
top and bottom to check whether 
the edge is vertical. If it is not, 
loosen it from the wall. 

Then, using a sponge, reposi­
tion the paper on the other side of 
the corner by dampening and 
pushing it with the sponge toward 
the comer. 

Be careful not to separate the 
seam between this strip and the 
one previously applied. Then 
repaste the loosened portion. 

To complete the comer, follow 
the procedure for attaching the 
waste strip or a full-width strip to 
the wall also as described for 
papering an inside comer. 

But in both cases, add a half 
inch to the strip's width when 
marking the wall so that when 
attached, the edge of the second 
strip will overlap the first by that 
amount. 

WOLFE-MILNER 
Land Surveying Inc. 

Brian Wolfe-Mi I ner, B.C.L.S. 

phone 537-5502 fax 537-4778 

241 Fulford Ganges Rd., Ganges V8K 2K7 

BESLEY ROSE 
CON STRUCT! ON 

CUSTOM HOME BUILDER 

Ron Besley 
537-5538 

145 Dover Race , Salt Spring Island, V8K 1R8 

NOW SERVING ALL THE GULF ISLANDS 

ALBERT KAYE & SONS 
DRILLING LTD. 
200 Musgrave Road, S.S.I. 

6 5 3 - 4 7 5 7 
Fax 653-4778 

ISLAND OWNED AND OPERATED 

WE VALUE THE 
GULF ISLANDS! 

Gulf Island 
Appraisals 

Ltd. 
338 LOWER GANGES RD., #2 

SALT SPRING ISLAND, B.C. V8K 2V3 

Telephone: 537-5521 Fax: 537-2800 
Ron McQuiggan AACI Marina Scott CRA 

SPRUCING UP THE YARD OR HOUSE? 

"GO GREEN" 
Add planfc to liven up y o ^ living space. • t 

OUTDOOR VINES & SHRUBS 
FOYERPLANTS 

FLOWERING PLANTS 
We can get anything you want, live or silk. 

ALSO: 

Wine & Beer Making Supplies 

zrsaa: 

Household Hints 
NEVER mix bleach and ammonia together for 

any reason - the combination produces a 
deadly toxic gas. 

A Huge Selection of Toys 
CALL US! 

^Inters attfr p i me 
537-2231 

# 
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Sad old kitchen chairs can be given new look 
You can create a new look for 

your kitchen chairs at a fraction of 
the cost of buying new ones. 

If the chair legs are still in good 
shape, recovering the chair backs 
and pads is an easy way to replace 
old vinyl coverings and jazz up 
your kitchen at the same time. 

Extra fabric can be used to 
make co-ordinating table runners, 
napkins, even window treatments. 
Your chairs can play a key role in 
tying the room decor together. 

Keep costs down by purchasing 
material during sales or as roll-
ends, and don't be afraid to nego­
tiate the price if you're buying 
many metres. 

To decide how much you need, 
measure the pad and back of one 
chair, take that area, and multiply 
it by the number of chairs you 
want to re-cover. 

If you're still unsure, draw a 
rough pattern on brown paper for 
each piece, and then take the pat­
tern to the fabric store and actually 
lay it out on the fabric. 

Don't be afraid to add your own 
imagination to the following 
example — and whatever you do, 
remember to have fun with it! 

What you will need: 
• Sturdy, washable fabric 
• Cotton batting (the kind used 

in quilting) 
• Staple gun 
• Pencil or pen 

• Scissors 
• Screwdriver 
•Hammer 
• Sewing machine (depending 

on your chair) 
Approximate cost: $12 per 

chair, depending on the fabric 
Completion time: three hours 

per chair 
Supplies: fabric and hardware 

stores 

Keep costs down by 
purchasing material 

during sales or as roll-
ends, and don't be 
afraid to negotiate 
the price if you're 

buying many metres. 

Tip: Spray fabric with 
Scotchguard or a similar product for 
greater resistance to spills and stains 

Step 1: Dismantle the chair. This 
will usually involve removing the 
screws that hold the chair pad and 
back to the frame; keep the screws 
together in the order you removed 
them, so that reassembling the 
chair will be easy. 

Step 2: Carefully remove the 
old chair covering, using a flat-
bladed screwdriver to loosen the 

Rug binding service 
gives carpet new life 

Remainders from a newly-carpet­
ed room or area rugs that have seen 
better days are usually discarded 
during fall clean-up projects. 

But with Ian Brierley's rug bind­
ing service, that need not be the case. 

Brierley has a special binding 
machine that helps give new life 
to an old favourite rug either by 
rebinding its edges or adding a 
new custom border. 

Scraps left over from a larger 
carpeting job can be bound or 
given a contrasting border and 
then used as part of an overall dec­
orating plan. 

For $1.45 per foot, he binds 
rugs of any size and shape with a 
large selection of variously-

coloured edging materials. 
Brierley's rug binding service 

can also help with overhauling a 
boat interior, an ideal fall and win­
ter project. 

He points out that it makes 
sense to install carpeting with 
bound edges in boats, rather than 
affixing it by the usual means, 
since constant exposure to mois­
ture is not a sensible environment 
for carpeting. 

"This way you could roll the car­
pet up, take it out and keep it dry by 
storing it somewhere else," he says. 

Brierley has been involved in 
the flooring business for 22 years. 
He may be reached at 537-9150 or 
537-1733. 

DEALER FOR H T e e - C o m m ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS 

@ 1-800-661-3338 

soarmm. 
GENERAL 

INSTRUMENT TOSHIBA uniderr 

SATELLITE SYSTEMS 

Rentals — Sales — Service 

VANCOUVER ISLAND'S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF SATELLITE EQUIPMENT & PROGRAMMING 

3423 SHENTON ROAD, NANAJMO 

758-1562 

Household Hints 
In winter, use a worm bin to compost food waste. 

staples. Try not to damage the 
cardboard that probably covers the 
bottom of the chair pad. If it's in 
bad shape, use it as a pattern to cut 
another piece. 

Step 3: Using either the old fab­
ric or the seat as a guide, cut new 
fabric. Fold the new fabric over 
the top of your chair back to avoid 
a seam. If the padding has settled 
over the years, give it a boost with 
layers of cotton batting. If the 
padding is damaged, replace it 
with a piece of cut foam. 

Step 4: Fold fabric over the 
chair pad, pull snug and staple in 
place. If the corners are too bulky, 
clip excess material on the under­
side of the pad. Staple the card­
board back into place, matching 
the screw holes with the pad. 
Note: if staples aren't flush, tap 
down with hammer. 

Step 5: If the join in the fabric 
over the chair back will be hidden 
by the frame, staple the material to 
the sides of the chair. If not, sew 
the side seams and slip the fabric 
over the back. Staple the bottom 
of the fabric and fold over any raw 
edges at the bottom toward the 
back of the chair. 

Step 6: Reassemble the chair. It 
may help to mark the screw holes 
on the fabric. You can feel them 
through the fabric, mark them and 
make a small hole in the fabric to 
guide the screw into place. 

Lost In a maze off 
permits & 

regulations while 
trying to build or 

renovate? 

Journeyman carpenter 
available to help with planning, 
foundations, framing, exterior 

and interior finishing. 

kAII work guaranteed 
By the hour 
or contract 

SAVE THOUSANDS!! 

.i{, J ; *?*' 
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CEDAR HOME KITS 

$25 - $35 sq. ft. 
85 Standard models 400-5000sq. ft. 

or year custom plan. 
SKDUIZING IN POST A BIAM KSIGNS 
Full color plan book $12 • Visa 
Island shelling crews available 

B.C. toll free 1-800-663-5693 

4 SHIPPED WORLDWIDE 

LlNWDQD HOMES 
0250 Riser Rood, Delta. B C , Canada V4G 115 

1604)946-5421 

We have space for you... 
• Business warehouse & document storage 
Self contained units • Digital security access 

• Exterior units with roll-up doors 
• Legally zoned • 8' perimeter fencing 

• 24 hour security monitoring 
• Car, boat & RV storage 

ACCESSIBLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

S A L T S P R I N G 

TORAGE 
347 Upper Ganges Road 

RESERVE TODAY CAM. 5 3 7 - 5 8 8 8 

vjyatLQ, BEVQE1© QDP'5' 
POOR WATER QUALITY? 

Call today 
For a complete analysis of water 

QUANTITY A QUALITY 
We'll measure and provide a 

printed analysis of the flow rate and 
quality of your well water 

ANY DEPTH! 
Custom systems 

designed and installed 
to solve all your 
water problems. 

ST WATER SYSTEMS 
(an affiliate of Island Electric) 

537-4364 DAVEABLEY 
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With laundry there are as many 
questions as there are stains 

(SOP) If cleanliness is next to 
goldliness, why do people have 
such a devil of a time with their 
laundry? 

Despite new and improved 
detergents, fabric softeners and 
stain removers, washing clothes 
hasn't got much easier. 

There are still as many ques­
tions as there are stains. For exam­
ple: 
• Why can't darks be washed 

with whites? 
• Is there a proper way to 

treat stains? 
• How do you stop clothes 

from shrinking in the dryer? 
• Does hot water really clean 

better than cold? 
Clothes are expensive and 

require a lot of maintenance. A 
typical family of four will do more 
than a tonne of laundry each year. 

But a few tips can ensure that 
the hours put into this never-end­
ing chore are time well spent. 

The experts say two rules 
always apply: 
• Read — and follow — the 

instructions on cleaning prod­
ucts and care labels on clothes. 

• Treat dirt or stains as soon as 
possible. 
Those are the basics. 
Here is a guided tour of a 

vicious cycle that begins in your 
clothes hamper, winding through 
washer, dryer and ironing board 
before arriving back in your closet. 

The laundry basket 
It all starts here. Sorting is vital to 

a successful wash and a mistake now 
will show up later - if a color runs. 

You can get away with two 
loads — lights and whites, darks 
and everything else. 

It's used by college freshmen. It 
requires the least amount of work. 

Most people use three loads: 
whites, solid pastels and light 
prints; mediums and bright colors; 
dark colors. 

Other tips: loads should weigh 2 
to 3 kilograms (5 to 7 pounds); a 
mix of small and large items pro­
duces the best wash. 

Laundry room 
Preparing clothes for washing 

means hunting for stains beforehand. 
There are scores of common stains 
and an equal number of specific 
treatments, but rinsing any stain 
immediately in cold water helps. 

The longer you wait, the worse 
any stain is to get out. 

Treat stains from the back, over 
paper towels, so the stain isn't 
pushed into the fabric. Launder 
immediately to remove stain and 
stain remover. 

Other tips: chlorine bleach is the 
only product that removes color 
from fabrics; silks or wools 
shouldn't be washed in enzyme 
detergents — always marked as 
such on the box — because they 
eat the natural fibres. 

Washer 
Hot water cleans better than 

cold, the experts agree, although 
a cold rinse will save money and 
reduce wrinkling. Advances in 
colorfast fabrics haven't 
changed the fact that some prod­
ucts still run. 

Nylon acts as a scavenger and 
will pick up any dye in your 
water. So take care when washing 
nylon fabrics with clothes that 
aren't colourfast 

Other tips: allow soap and water 
to mix before adding clothes to pre­
vent streaks from undissolved deter­
gent; close all snaps, bra hooks, zip­
pers and fasteners to avoid snags. 

Dryer 
Shrinking generally occurs in 

the dryer and can be prevented by 
removing clothes, especially jeans 
and other cottons, when still 
slightly damp. 

Some natural fibres have a ten­
dency to shrink over time or 
because of too much washing. 

Other tips: larger loads cause 
more wrinkles; clothes left in a 
wet pile for a long time may run. 

Finally, accept the fact that laun­
dry isn't an exact science and even 
the experts make stupid mistakes. 

"I left my laundry sitting in the 
washer the other day," says a 
mother of four children "and had 
something red run into the white. It 
happens." 

Tips for coping with your wash yp 
/ • Liquid f Liquid fabric softeners added to the washer may 

actually draw dirt back on to the clothes if the water 
is especially dirty. 
Underwear and other items worn next to the body 
absorb body oils, so they usually contain more soil 
than is visible io the eye. Wash in hot water, above 
55 degrees C or 100 degrees F. 
Shrinking is caused by over-drying, or sometimes 
using water that's too hot. Agitation will shrink 

woollen items. Shrinking is usually irreversible. 
Corduroy and velvetine are among the toughest 
fabrics to get clean. Red and purple dyes are the 
toughest to get out when they run. 
To tell if a fabric is colourfast, dip part of it into 
water at the temperature (hot, warm, cold) you 
intend to wash it at. Let sit for several minutes, then 
squeeze. If it runs, wash it alone or with clothes of 
the same colour. 

Washing clothes through the ages 
Early soap: Some historians 

believe sapo clay, found near Rome 
about 3000 BC, was the first soap. 

Dark ages: There is little historical 
record of soap during the so-called 
Dark Ages — AD 500 to 1500. 

Detergents: Soap, which is less 
effective in hard water and gives 

laundry a gray appearance, was 
widely replaced by synthetic 
detergents after World War n. 

Whiter than white: The phrase 
isn't just a sales pitch. Detergents 
using colourless dyes allow fab­
rics to reflect all light that falls on 
them and more, so they are 

"shocking white." 
Canadians: Use 150 million kilo­

grams of laundry detergent a year. 
Almost 79 per cent of homes have 
washers, 74 per cent have dryers. 

Quote: "An' it all goes into the 
laundry. But it never comes out in 
the wash." 

RAINBOW 

SUSPENDED CEILINGS 
Ideal for concealing pipes, ducting, wires, etc. 

TRELAWNEY CONTRACTING 
ED ARMSTRONG 537-5229 

Sunset 
Acoustics 

& D r y w a l l 
Specializing in... 

• Drywall 
• Ceiling Systems 
• Painting 

324 Sunset Drive Ron Pariee 

A > ^ 
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• Insulation Vapour 
Barriers 

• Steel Studs 
537-5679 

• Stained • Bevelled • Etched 
• Sand Carved • Leaded • Laminated 
• Indoor & Outdoor Architectural Lighting 

JERRY RINGROSE 1-604-537-9705 

F. FRASER 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 

A division of Gulf Island Collection 
and Bailiff Services 

offering a Complete Service for all 
your rental needs. 

Ste. 204-338 Lower Ganges Rd. 
Box 992, Ganges, V0S1E0 

537-1368 

Household Hints 
Unplug the toaster before using anything to get 
the stuck toast out... and don't stick a knife or 

any metal implement into the slot. 

RENTALS LTD, 

sikkens 

A Quality Start 
Deserves a Quality Finish 

Sikkens offers a complete line of 
professional interior and exterior 
Wood Finishing Products, designed 
to protect, enhance and preserve 
the natural beauty of your wood. 

BEAM CLASSIC PACKAGE 
FALL SPECIAL 

over $200 in savings 

i BEAM 
I Gold Medal 
I Winner, Canada 
I Awards for 
I business 
| excellence. 

DONTLUGA VACUUM-PLUG IN A BEAM" 
In 25 countries, hundred of cities 
and hundreds of thousands of 
homes worldwide. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

537-2877 
FAX 537-5504 

364 LOWER GANGES RD. (NEST TO GVM) 

- RENT FROM US -
CARPET CLEANERS - FLOOR DRUM 

SANDERS 
EDGERS - POWER WASHERS, electric or gas 

DO IT YOURSELF TOOLS 

Open Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:30 / Sat. 9:00 - 4:00 
Sunday & Holidays 10:00 - 3:00 
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NO FERRY 
REQUIRED 
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...Check out the HOME 
D E S I G N C E N T R E 

HAVE THE KITCHEN 
YOU'VE BEEN DREAMING OF 

MSRP 

on all wood finishes 
Great prices on paint & laminate finishes 

.Merit Kitch ens 
O u r kitchens don t just cook. Xhe y sizzle Make Your Next Kitchen Your BestI 

FOR 
JTCHEN! 

vrilfisi 
DIXON 
537-92) 

320 Upper Ganges Road 

> 

DONNA 
IVIICHA1 
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KEEPING WARM NEVER L 
SO GOOD 

• It KED 

The Resolute Acclaim 
by Vermont Castings' 
• Comes in classic black and 

5 lustrous enamel colours 
• Surpasses tough federal air quality 

standards 
• Easy ash handling system • Front and top loading 
• Runs all night on one load 
• The perfect choice for a family room, den or living room 
• Heats up to 1,600 square feet 
• View fire behind glass doors — or open, just like a fireplace! 

Come in today and get acquainted with the whole, 
beautifully efficient Vermont Castings line. And be sure to 
ask for your free copy of "The Fireside Advisor" — the 
colourful, magazine-style catalog! 

FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C 

FIREPLACES, CERAMIC TILE, WALLPAPER, BEACHCOMBER SPAS, SPA & POOL CHEMICALS 


