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FOLLOWING THE EFFLUENT: Sophisti-
cated computer equipment aboard this
workboat was tracking the movements of dye
released through the Ganges sewer system late
last week. At right, Dale McCullough of
Seaconsult Marine Research monitors the on-

Hodgins.

board computer. Small black box at left is the
Global Positioning System unit, which plots
the boat’s position using signals from satellites.
Below, left, crew raise the Dragonfly to the
surface. At right is Seaconsult president Don

Photos by Tony Richards

Tracking dye will reveal
movement of effluent

By TONY RICHARDS
Driftwood Staff

Any questions about the move-
ment of effluent from the Ganges
sewer outfall should be answered
next month as a result of surveys in
the harbour last week.

A device called a Tracer Data
Acquisition System was towed
around the harbour for three days,
monitoring the concentrations of a
red, fluorescent dye placed in the
sewer system.

And according to the president
of Seaconsult Marine Research
Ltd., the firm contracted to conduct
the survey, the dye will indicate
what happens to bacteria from the
sewer system.

Don Hodgins said the device —
called a Dragonfly — has a
fluorometer that measures con-

centrations of the dye after it leaves
the outfall, near the mouth of the
harbour. The fluorometer, along
with apparatus that measures
salinity and temperature, feeds data
through a cable into a computer
aboard the workboat used to tow
the device.

The Dragonfly, which measures
about three feet across, also con-
tains a pressure transducer. By
measuring the water pressure it
sends a signal to the computer on
the tow-boat to indicate its depth.
That depth can be adjusted by the
operator of the system, who uses a
joystick to adjust the angle of the
Dragonfly’s fins.

Essentially, the system seeks
out higher concentrations of the
dye and, with the help of a Global
Positioning System, a satellite-

based navigational aid, plots
geographically the concentration
of dye in the harbour waters. The
data will be used to produce a map
of the harbour showing what hap-
pens to the sewer effluent.

“It’s pretty safe to say the bac-
teria coming out of (the outfall)
will follow the dye's path,”
Hodgins explained.

One of the concems that has
been expressed about the Ganges
sewer outfall is the effect of tides
and wind on effluent. Last week’s
testing took those conditions into
account.

“We selected this period of tides
as a worst-case scenario,” Hodgins
said, noting that strong winds, both
southeast and westerly, were
prevalent during the test period.

The Tracer Data Acquisition

System is one of only two or three
competing systems in the world,
according to Hodgins.

His firm designed it in 1988 to
do a study of the Greater Van-
couver Regional District’s Iona Is-
land outfall.

While the Dragonfly is good for
depths up to 50 or 60 metres
Seaconsult has a larger version for
deeper waters.

Seaconsult has done more than
20 other similar jobs in Canada,
many of which have been for pulp
mills. In fact, Hodgins says,
they’ve done every pulpmill on the
coast but that at Crofton.

The company’s primary con-
tribution to the Tracer technology
is the software used to analyze the
Dragonfly’s data.

The parts that make up the
hardware are individually avail-
able and used in other applications,
Hodgins said.

Seaconsult has offices in Van-
couver and Newfoundland and
employs about 25 people. By coin-
cidence, Hodgins has a weekend
home on Salt Spring Island.

Final results of the company’s
work in Ganges will be provided to
the Capital Regional District next
month.
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Attitude key for students
juggling work and school

By JAYA POLDEN
Driftwood Staff

For some students at Gulf Is-
lands Secondary School (GISS),
holding down a job that requires 15
to 20 hours a week means lower
grades and could lead to dropping
out of school. Others, meanwhile,
are able to maintain high grades
and participate in clubs and sports
as well. The deciding factor? It all
boils down to attitude,

Students revealed during inter-
views last week that it's not un-
common to work 15 to 20 hours a
week. But according to Statistics
Canada, students working 20 hours
a week or more run a much higher
risk of turning in poor academic
performance and dropping out than
students who work less.

On the other hand, Scott
Bergstrome sees it differently: “It
all depends on the attitude of the
student.”

Bergstrome is a career counsel-
lor at Gulf Islands Secondary and
works with students in the Career
Explorations and Co-op programs.
A lot of his time is spent dealing
with students’ futures. “I’ve talked
to kids that want to quit school and
go into Pathfinders because they
work so much.”

But he also says he’s talked to

students who work 20 hours a
week, participate in sports and
clubs and maintain A averages at
the same time. The difference, he
says, lies in priorities.

Stuart Fergusson, a Grade 12
student at GISS, makes his top
priority school. He works 30 hours
a week at Thrifty Foods bul main-
tains a B average and is happy with
his marks. He says that if he was
doing badly in a course he would
stop working so much but admits,
“I don’t see why I wouldn’t get
straight A’s if I didn’t work.”

Tami Wesley is also a Grade 12
student and she works for her
parents at Workwear World. She
puts in 18-20 hours a week and
agrees il’s hard to stay on top of
school, especially at the end of
term, and work at the same time. “1
usually work every day after school
until five,” she says, “then I go
home and do three to five hours of
homework.”

There are times when she’s 100
tired to do her homework after-
wards but if it ever came down to
it, she wouldn’t let work get in the
way of school.

Students in other grades are not
exceptions in these situations but
Grade 12s seem to be the most af-
fected. As one student put it, “Once

STUDENT AT WORK: Gulf Islands Secondary student Tami

Wesley rearranges stock on the shelves at Workwear World.

Wesley works up to 20 hours a week.
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you get into Grade 12 you get so
much homework that having a job
affects youn a lot.”

It seems as the grade level goes
up, so does the impact of a job. To
deal with this many students cut
back or stop working altogether,
with a resulting improvement in
their marks. “I worked 18-20 hours
a week last year,” one Grade 12
remarked. “Now I'm only working
on Saturdays. My marks have shot
up because of it to an A average.”

These students are the lucky
ones. Unfortunately, there’s a flip
side to the story. Those students
who haven’t pushed work on to the
backburmer and put school first risk
poorer grades or being tempted to
drop school in favour of eaming
more money.

Work only seems to pose a
problem when students give it a
higher priority than school. Time is
spent working instead of doing
homework. When they get home
they’re too tired to do their
homework well, if at all. This can
be discouraging for students and
can lead to dropping out.

So why are students working so
much if it’s affecting their grades?
The number of employed Canadian
students between the ages of 17 and
19 hasrisen sharply since the 1970s
from 37 per cent to 50 per cent.
This does not include students who
work on an irregular basis. The
reason for this increase is a stronger
desire for independence, and socie-
tal expectations.

The majority of students say
they need money for personal
things such as clothes, cars and
entertainment. Others say they're
saving for college and university.
The latter situation is ironic in that
to pay for college or university one
must work, but if one’s grades suf-
fer because of it then it would be
more beneficial to be poor.
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Ducks, salmon benefit
from changes to stream

By GRAEME THOMPSON
Driftwood Staff

While last summer’s Islands
Trust policy statement had many
people worried about environmen-
tal intervention on private proper-
ty, a project completed last week
by the Salt Spring Salmon Enhan-
cement Society has shown that
land stewardship is not a pipe-
dream.

Four landowners on Vesuvius
Bay Road have given their blessing
and help toward a newly con-
structed branch of Duck Creek,
complete with three good-sized
ponds for ducks. Dave Simmons,
Jacqueline Thomas, Bert Fraser
and Doug Adams have all allowed

the new water course to run
through their propertics, society
president Kathy Reimer said. Sim-
mons even offered the services of
his tractor.

“Almost all the creeks in the
Gulf Islands are on private proper-
ty,” she said Friday. “We think the
people of Salt Spring who always
help with our projects set a fine
example of environmental
stewardship and other com-
munities should pay attention and
follow suit.

“The result of having such a co-
operative group of land owners is
going to be a fine sustainable
fishery resource for future genera-
tions to enjoy and be proud of.”

NEW DUCK CREEK: Salt Spring Salmon Enhancement
Society president Kathy Reimer, left, surveys the muddy but
finished results of stream work with employees Surge Taylor, | marshland.
centre, and Dave Cowell.

——Quatstanding Gifts—
they’ll Cherish Forever

Duck Creek has two branches, she
said. One comes out of St. Mary
Lake, but domestic water use has
meant this branch is dry in the sum-
mer. The other branch comes out of
a beaver pond behind Portlock
Park and joins the other closer to
Tripp Road. Springs in the area
keep some waler in the creek all
summer.

The new creek bed, which has
rock-lined facing and three rock-
lined rearing ponds including one
with a small island in it, will ensure
a more adequate water flow than
was possible before. The fish will
also no longer have to use the ditch
alongside Vesuvius Bay Road.

Reimer said she has been plan-
ning the work for years. Some of
the money needed for the
rehabilitation came from a casino
night fundraiser and a BC 21 grant
for the wages. Environment
Canada’s Environmental Partners
Fund also helped pay for her work
force, which included full-time as-
sistant Dave Cowell and part-time
assistant Surge Taylor.

Cowell had done stream
rehabilitation work in Ontario
before coming to Salt Spring Island
and has been working for the Sal-
mon Enhancement Society for
more than a year.

Taylor is one of a number of
part-time helpers Reimer calls on
for her projects all over the island.
He likes being outside, Reimer
said, and is good at building work,
especially with the rock.

The other major players in the
project were Ken Tara and Dennis
Howard of Ken Tara Excavating.

; They dug the new channel with a

backhoe, saving many hours of
manual labour in the muddy
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‘Salt Spring’s rainfall
could support 50,000’

By VALORIE LENNOX
Driftwood Staff

There is no shortage of water on
Salt Spring.

But there is a shortage of affor-
dable water, according to a panel
on water held at the Ganges Ac-
tivity Centre last Wednesday. The
third in a series of fall forums on
sustainability, the event was or-
ganized by the Sustainable Salt
Spring Community Roundtable.

Panel members Kim Rink of
Vancouver-based Eco-Tek Was-
tewater Treatments Inc., Mike Lar-
mour of North Salt Spring
Waterworks and Tom Wright of
the Water Preservation Society all
stressed that a shortage of water is
not enough to deter development.

Rink pointed out that his
company’s aquatic treatment sys-
tem could allow development in
areas where it was previously im-
possible due’to water shortages.
“We're trying to make water clean
— by doing that, we’re maybe al-
lowing some development to go
ahead that shouldn’t go ahead.”

A geologist, Wright said Salt
Spring technically has enough
water to support a population of
50,000. The annual rainfall, which
Larmour said ranges from 25 to 55
inches, was described by Wright as
equal to 11 times the volume of St.
Mary Lake.

If all the rainwater were col-
lected, there would be enough
potable water to support a popula-
tion of 500,000, Wright said. How-
ever, all but one-tenth of the total
rainfall either runs off or

evaporates, leaving enough water
1o support a population of 50,000.
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“Fifty-thousand is not that far
down the road if you keep doubling
the population,” he added.

A shortage of readily available
water will only increase costs, not
halt development, Larmour said,
leading one andience member to
remark that a water shortage would
only increase the “wealth
threshold” for people living on the
island.

“The tendency is to use the
cheapest water supplies first,” Lar-
mour noted. For many, the least
expensive solution is a well, but
Larmour and Wright both observed
that Salt Spring is not a good site
for wells.

Wright explained that there is
no true aquifer on the island. All of
the underground water is contained
in joints and fractures of rock, so
pools of available water tend to be
small. “There’s not a great deal of
water under the ground — less than
people may think.”

Since rock is not porous any
contamination — such as leaks
from a septic field — can be picked
up as the water flows through the
rocks. “I think everyone has a

10" SLIDE
COMPOUND MITRE
SAW. asion

5" RANDOM ORBIT
SANDER. ssoswo

SALE 58900

reason to be quite nervous if
they’re on a well.”

Larmour agreed there is little
underground water. A study on is-
land wells showed most are draw-
ing from low levels of ground
walter.

North Salt Spring Waterworks
draws water from St. Mary Lake
and Maxwell Lake. Use of both is
controlled by the provincial
government and a permit is re-
quired to draw water from either
lake, Larmour said. Although there
is ample rainwater to meet Salt
Spring’s needs, Larmour noted, 70
per cent of the rain falls in the
winter while the greatest demand
for water is in the summer.

To meet the growing need for
walter service on Salt Spring, Lar-
mour said North Salt Spring Water-
works has obtained a provincial
permit toraise the level of Maxwell
Lake by three feet. He added that
the waterworks may not be able to
renew the current permit to obtain
water from St. Mary Lake, since
the lake is also under fisheries

WATER B6
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Flushing away a resource

Sewage water is not waste
waler.

Whole cities are flushing away
a valuable resource which could be
treated and recycled, says Kim
Rink of Vancouver-based Eco Tek
Wastewater Treatments Inc.

At a sustainable development
panel on Salt Spring last Wednes-
day, Rink outlined the solar aquatic
treatment system, developed by
John Todd, which he is trying to
bring to B.C. communities.

He is already working on a sys-
tem for Mill Bay and would like to
use the concept to create neigh-
bourhood-based systems in Van-
couver. The system allows
communities to treat sewage and
produce re-usable water, alleviat-
ing water shortages.

“In Vancouver, it rains cats and
dogs all winter, yet the city faces a
water shortage,” he said. At a cer-
tain population level, Rink noted
any community will face a water
shortage regardless of the amount
of rainfall.

Instead of flushing away waste
water, Rink says communities
could treat and recycle the water
using techniques similar to those
used by nature.

To a plant, waste water or
sewage is full of nutrients. The

L
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aqualic treatment centre builds on
the ability of plants to use those
nutrients by filling the treatment
tanks with plants and aquatic
vegetation. “We try to mirror what
happens in nature. It’s a very low-
tech method.”

The tanks are enclosed in green-
houses, to give the plants optimum
growing conditions. “Odour is con-
trolled completely by the plants,”
Rink said. The microbes used to
break down the sewage in the water
thrive in the atmosphere created by
the plants, Rink added.

“Microbes do most of the work,
as they do in other systems.”

Screens, a sand filter and an en-
gineered marsh complete the job of
cleaning the water. “We are imitat-
ing what a natural wetland does,”
Rink said. However, the green-
house system only occupies about
10 per cent of the space which
would be required for a natural
wetland to treat the same amount of
sewage.

In one of the pilot systems now
operating, the aquatic system broke
down some diesel fuel which shut
down a conventional treatment
plant, Rink said.

“Diesel fuel is, after all, just
squished down dinosaur,” he
remarked.

Heavy melals poured into the
waste stream cannot be handled by
microbes but are removed from the
water, Rink said. Tests have
revealed the metals bound up by
the roots of cattails and willows.
The best method is controlling dis-
posal of such products at the
source, Rink said.

Rink says the treatment and re-
use of waste water is best ac-
complished through small, local
plants. “We would like to go
around Vancouver, slicing the
pipe, and putting in neighbourhood
treatment plants.”

The system can also be adapted
for industrial waste. Rink said one
treatment plant is breaking down
waste from an ice cream manufac-
tarer. The nutrients in the water
support the growing of food crops.

“IU’s a beautiful jungle atmos-
phere,” Rink said.

The treatment and re-use of
waste water through such natural

is in its infancy, Rink
noted. In the future, he expected the
process to develop to the point that
the present odorous sewage
lagoons and outfalls will become
obsolete.

“We should have a (waste) Dis-
neyland— hopefully in 20 years —
to show what it was like.”
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SHARING A DRINK: Kim Rink shares a drink with one of the
potted trees supplied by Foxglove Farm and Garden Supplies
to landscape the inside of the Ganges Activity Centre for last
Wednesday’s forum on water use, Photo by Valorie Lennox

WATER
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jurisdiction.

Larmour said many people in the community are aware of the limited
water supply so are quite conservative in their water use. The water district
has always tried to encourage water conservation.

Rink remarked that conservation is the first recommendation his
company makes when working with a community on disposal of waste
water. Low-flush toilets and shower heads which reduce water flow are
inexpensive ways to limit water use.

Rink remarked that island communities echo the urban sprawl outside
major cities, with widely spaced homes instead of clustered homes in
small villages.

If homes are together in an area, it is possible (o arrange joint sewage
and septate treatment and there is the possibility of recycling the treated
water back into the community for re-use. “Once you've cleaned the
water, everything opens up to you,” Rink said.

Wright said failing to control the use of water is not practising good
stewardship of a resource. Although microbes can clear sewage from
water, they cannot handle the hazardous chemicals which can con-
taminate the water supply.

Rink urged overall community planning to determine the desired level
of growth for Salt Spring. If there is no holistic planning, Salt Spring will
be “all roads and five-acre plots,” he said.

“Shop the world for ideas and apply them here,” he suggested.
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Electronic monitoring ordered for
three local Clayoquot protesters

Three Salt Spring residents con-
victed of criminal contempt for
their part in the Clayoquot Sound
protests last summer are now serv-
ing their sentences at home under
the electronic monitoring program.

Myranda O’'Byme and Nova
Elson were sentenced to two weeks

Judge Richard Low had recom-
mended the protesters apply to
serve their sentences through
electronic monitoring.

He based his November 15 sen-
tences on the pleas entered by the
defendants and whether they
apologized to the court for their

nNewshbhheat

criminal contempt and apologizing
to the court. Although Pyke
apologized to the court, she says
the apology was lost during the
proceedings. She pleaded guilty 1o
civil contempt.

Pyke, a single mother, noted
that the electronic monitoring sys-
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conduct.

Both Elson and O'Byrne
received the minimum sentences
and fines after pleading guilty to

tem allowed her to leave her home c
to go to work and to do the tasks, )
such as grocery shopping, required /

to maintain her household. -

of electronic monitoring and were
fined $250.

Anne Pyke was fined $500 and
sentenced to 15 days.

Profile
finds
islanders

RISTMAS SHOPPING \
AT MOBY’S? |

\ Sure thing! -
) We’ve got great gift ideas: I

$$ GIFT CERTIFICATES $$ |
« T-Shirts * Tank Tops |

4 DAYS ONLY

Nov. 24 - 27 | *Sweat Shirts « BBQ Aprons
older ALL CANDLES & HOLDERS | * Tote Bags * Beach Pants
Guif Islanders are older, more 200/0 )
!&:lymbema.triec!andhave lower MOEV S
e o ot oy e
et (CRD). STOCKING STUFFER GIFTS 120 Upper

A demographic profile prepared
by the CRD and published in
Trends, a review and analysis of
local economic trends, also says
the islands are the fastest growing
part of the Capital Region. Be-
tween 1986 and 1991, the popula-
tion of the Gulf Islands grew at an
average annual rate of almost five
per cent, compared to 2.5 per cent
in the region as a whole.

Since 1991, the rate has fallen to
about four per cent per year, which
is still more than twice the Capital
Region’s growth rate.

As of June 1, the CRD estimates

marine pub

o / : Ganges Rd.
0 -' :
200FF | g

The entire selection in our
party headquarters aisle
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HARBOUR BUILDING
Mon.-Sat. 8:30-5:30 / 537-5551

Salt Spring Island’s population at
8,520 and the OQuter Islands at
3,860. The number of households
on Salt Spring is estimated to be
3,600; on the Outer Islands, 1,870.

The CRD also says that census
data show an older population in
the islands. The proportion of
people aged 65 and over here is 24
per cent, compared to 19 per cent
in the whole Capital Region. Only
seven per cent of islanders are aged
15 to 24, and nine per cent 25 to 34.
In the CRD as a whole, these
figures are 13 and 16 per cent

respectively. At 45, the average
’. age of Gulf Islanders is five years
older than the CRD average.

Other differences are:

» The proportion of islanders
over 14 who have never been mar-
ried is 19 per cent; in the CRD
generally, 27 per cent are single.

>7
.
* Only 21 per cent of private '_

V
dwellings in the islands are rented & )k.

by their occupants, compared to 38 K
i per cent in the region. >.-
* Average household income in o ® o

the Gulf Islands is $33,420, com-
pared to the region’s $41,672.

There are also differences be-
tween islands:

LicaT Up
Readers” Choice

Choose the best decorated store and enter your choice to win a
boat/train trip for 2 on board the M.V. Britainnia and Royal Hudson

v

PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES
Boardwalk Greens, Carolee’s, Century 21, Creekside Seafood & Poultry,
Flowers & Wine, Fat Rascal, Foxglove, Harlan’s Chocolates, Heritage Boutique,
Islands Heritage Realty, Island Savings Credit Union, Island Spoke Folk,
Liquor Store, Love My Kitchen, NRS, Pegasus, Pharmasave,
S.S. Precision Jewellers, SS Soapworks, Sears, Sharon’s,

X
\* Z n Sooz Sewing Co., Thrifty Food, Travel Shop, Village Cobbler, Workwear World
&3
A\

* There are more single people
: if;; gsmm& Galiano and Satur- BALLOTS MUST BE IN THE BARREL AT THE BANK OF MONTRAL

on Salt Spring to 55.1 on Mayne.
* Mayne Island has a higher

proportion of homeowners as op-

m to renters than the other is-

Late entries will be accepted at the Driftwood office until
12 noon, Tuesday, November 30.

r——---------——

READERS’ CHOICE AWARD
Best Overall

: s, N :
Advertising IA:lg::ss |
. word!!

Call Jeff or Damaris

537-9933
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Saturna students to Mayne?

Saturna Grade 7 students may
be getting up a little earlier to get to
school if plans are finalized to have
them attend school on Mayne Is-
land.

The students now attend a
kindergarten to Grade 7 school on
Saturna, but parents on the island
have approached the school district
suggesting the Grade 7 students
take the 10-minute water taxi trip
to attend the Mayne Island school.

Superintendent Mike Marshall
said he is working with Saturma

Island parents on the option. One
advantage of attending Mayne Is-
land school would be a wider range
of electives for the Grade 7 stu-
dents.

In other school district news:

» Certificates of appreciation
have been presented (o outgoing
school trustees Marg Billsten of
Mayne, Jim Macdonald of Galiano
and Charles Bazzard and Grace
Byme of Salt Spring.

The retiring trustees attended
their last school board meeting

* Two changes have taken place
recently at a local property
management firm,

Explorer Property Management
has become Island Explorer
Property Management Ltd., fol-
lowing incorporation as a company
amonth ago.

Meanwhile, Wilf Holshoe,
formerly with Canada Trust in
Vancouver for 15 years, has joined
the firm as a nominee under the
Real Estate Act. He will be looking
after seasonal rentals, according to
owner Dan Pippin.

Island Explorer Property
Management operates out of K.L.S.
Offices Services, McPhillips
Avenue, Ganges, and can be
reached at 537- 4722.

* The Fieldmouse Gallery has
switched to winter hours.

The gallery, located at 233
Wildwood Crescent on Salt Spring,
is open Saturday and Sunday only,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Owned by Pat Wright, the
Fieldmouse Gallery shows works
by Michael Hames, J. Sharkey
Thomas, Carl Brenders, Basil Ede,
Fritz Hug, Ralph Thompson and
others.

The gallery can be reached at
537-2835.

» Patrons of the restaurant at
Kings Lane Recreation can now
watch the bowlers while they eat.
Manager Ruth Hume reports that
three four-foot-square windows
have been placed between the res-
taurant and the bowling lanes.

Another change has been the in-
troduction of a children’s menu
with eight choices.

Hume took over the business
October 1, which she says employs
“six fabulous people.”

* West coast Mediterranean is
the flavour of a new restaurant in
Ganges.

Pomodori, located next to Har-
bour Low Cost on Fulford-Ganges
Road, has a decor which chef-
owner Mirjana Vukman describes
as “funky country inn.” She also
says it would make Laura Ashley
“turn over in her grave.”

Pomodori is licensed, seats 41
and has a dress code in effect:
patrons are advised to wear clothes.

Vukman trained at the Cordon
Bleu cooking school and has been
in the culinary business for 20
years.

“One call to COIT was all it took”

WATCH FOR US!?

NOW OFFERING THE UTMOST IN QUALITY
DRAPERY, UPHOLSTERY & CARPET CLEANING
ON THE GULF ISLANDS
Take advantage of our
Introductory Discount

ON DRAPERY 2 O CARPET
UPHOLSTERY OFF CLEANING

DON'T JUST CLEAN IT — COIT IT

THE WORLD’S MOST EXPERIENCED CLEANERS
OF DRAPERIES, CARPETS AND UPHOLSTERY

blah blah blah blah, unintelligible layout JEFF!
FOR A NAME YOU CAN TRUST, CALL FOR COIT

COIT

386'6701 - OPEN MON-FRI 8 -5
D J

Please call collect! SAT 10-2

November 10,

* An increase of $25,105 in the
district’s capital budget was ap-
proved by trustees November 10,
following receipt of the additional
funding from the provincial minis-
try of education. The money was
approved to cover additions and
renovations for Pender Island
school.

» The equipment for the Pender
Island Pathfinder program has
been installed and training of staff
on the program is under way.

Saanich North & The Islands

Clive Tanner M.L.A.

#11 - 9843 Second Street

Sidney, B.C. V8L 3C7
(Marina Court, behind The Landmark) |

Telephone 656-0488
(or call 1-800-663-7867
and ask for 656-0488)

Fax: 655-4906

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm. Other times by appointment

MoUATS CLOTHING Co.

LIGHT-UP SPECIALS

STARTS TODAY NOV. 24 THROUGH SAT. NOV. 27

FOREST, HOT PINK &
NAVY. Reg. $110.00

|+ LADIES
| BLANKET PLAID

|+ LADIES

LEATHER DRESS
WESTERN BOOTS
RED, BROWN, WHITE
Reg. $98.00

e LADIES RAIN SHELL BY

WORLD FAMOUS, 38 TO 46 $ 1 999
SIZES S-M-L-XL s 1 999 Reg. $39.95
e e | MENS ENGINEER STRIPE WORKSHIRT

$5999

JACKETS AND VESTS

25% , 33%or

1 l 2 -

* MENS COVERALLS

|+ LADIES STONE WASH JEANS :gg":‘}iﬁ’f‘ﬁs
SIZES 7-15, FOREST, Reg z $49.95
TEAL, PURPLE. $1 999 o
Reg. $34.95 |+ MENS WAXED JACKETS
BY WORLD FAMOUS $7999 ;.;_é
« LADIES POLAR FLEECE M.LXL Rog, $125.00 -:_.;
RETRO-PILE TOPS
STONE WASH « MENS COTTON

DRESS PANTS
32-40 Reg. $32.95

e MENS COTTON
TWILL SHIRT
S,M,L XL Reg. $29.95

* MENS 3 PAIR PER PKG.
STANFIELD
WORK SOCKS
Reg. $10.97

|+ MENS ADIDAS WHISTLER

ADVENTURE BOOT
NUBUCK LEATHER

$4 Q99

$4 999
51990

-

Reg $149.95

S

feo FLANNEL an'r PJ’S,
12 mos to 6x......

|. JOGGING SUITS
| BOYS 2-6X GIRLS 4-6X evvvvrememmemssesessssnns n$16.95

|{+5 POCKET JEAN ......4-6x $19.95 / 8-18 $24.95

« GIRLS PLAID FLANNEL BLOUSE $1 1.99
|* YOUTH “RED ERASER” SELECTED
LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRTS AND

BOARDING SHORTS
Reg. up to $49.95

 KIDS COWBOY BOOTS,
| Reg. $26.95 SIZES 63 $1 2 99

e sale ot O TP e ....$7.99
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. Storage fac111ty meets some strict regulations

| By GRAEME THOMPSON
i Driftwood Staff
Ross Vezerian is not a
firefighter but he knows as much
about fire prevention as any mem-
ber of the fire department, and per-
haps a good sight more.
His knowledge of fire-proofing
- comes from constructing a com-
mercial building after the introduc-
tion in January of a new provincial
building code. Salt Spring Mini
Storage on Upper Ganges Road,
with 62 units of a planned total of
192, opened Saturday.

“It was scrupulously designed,”
Vezerian said last week. “An ar-
chitect inspected every step of con-
struction. It was also monitored by
the building inspector.

“The architect also had to sub-
mit a report about the design,
defending the building’s adherence
to all sections of the code.”

Salt Spring Mini Storage has
operated from the Home Design
Ceatre for the last three years. The
idea of storage units on the island
has wide appeal, from residents
coming here to build, moving from
large homes to small ones or living
away for a year and renting homes
out. Tradespeople like the ideaofa
central island drop-off point and
regular, inexpensive storage space.

Some people, Vezerian said,
just want to take control of their
boxed-up spare room or basement.
He has units to suit all needs, from
a four-by-eight-foot inside-access
closet to a 16-by-eight outside-ac-
cess garage.

But the best laid plans, and the
obvious need, did not speed up
construction of the new facility. In
September 1991, Vezerian began
the process of planning, designing
and approving the 192-unit, four-
building site.

He described the process he
went through to design an
econom.ml]y vmble facility as a
“Chinese jigsaw,” meeting restric-
tions imposed by the Islands Trust,
the Advisory Design Panel and the
new B.C. building code.

Ross Vezenan

Setbacks of 50 feet on the lot
dictated placing of buildings; con-
struction of a run-off containment
pond affected total site coverage by
the buildings and road surfacing.

He described the
process he went
through to design an
economically viable
Jacility as a “Chinese
Jigsaw,” meeting
restrictions imposed by
the Islands Trust, the
Advisory Design Panel
and the new B.C.
building code.

But the most stringent and com-
prehensive regulations were con-
tained in the 583-page B.C.
building code for new construc-
tion. Architectural technologist
Diane Harris was employed on the
project from start to finish and
guided construction through the

new building code regulations.

Occupancy is one of the first
considerations in designing a com-
mercial building, Harris said. Floor
space and building height depend
on the use of the structure and
sprinkler system installed. There
arc 12 different classifications,
such as for schools and restaurants,

Building materials, exterior and
interior construction, size of doors
and windows, width and length of
corridors and width, height and
direction of swing of exit doors are
all covered by parts of the building
code, Harris said. Insulation, ven-
tilation, smoke detectors, emergen-
cy lighting, stair tread width and
height and plumbing are covered
by other code specifications.

“The list seems endless,” Harris
said.

The restriction on the size of
doors and windows — 28 per cent
of wall area — was significant for
this business which required doors
to access storage rooms. Some out-
side units needed doors large
enough to store cars, boats and
other large items.

When the design was started in
1991, Harris relied on the old B.C.
building code to guide her. But
before plans were given their final
stamp of approval, the building
code changed. The drawings, and
the building plans, had to be
redone

A new 45-minute fire protection
specification was particularly sig-
nificant. Originally, each storage
unit was to have a strong wire-
mesh roof, open to the roofing
structure above, Harris said. This
helped save money on heat, light
and ventilation for the whole build-
ing. That all changed in January.

“We had to have gypsum on the
ceiling (of each storage unit),” Har-
ris said. “The heating, ventilation
and lighting had to.be completely
redone.

“Most of (the code require-
ments) make sense,” she said.
“They say they're put in for your
protection but a lot of them are just

RE-CHRISTMAS
STOREWIDE SALE

3 days only — Thursday, Nov. 25 to Saturday, Nov. 27

FINE SHOES SOLD AND SOLED

R[JHDE

Your feet can rest easy in our contoured footbed!

GANGES

Village- Cobbler

HEREFORD AVE. 537-5015 OPEN MON.-SAT. 8:30-5

stumbling blocks.”

So Salt Spring Mini Storage has
walls of double-thick gypsum,
rather than plywood. Doors are
solid-core with steel frames. Walls
are made of steel-enforced con-
crete blocks. There are fire extin-

Sl SHADE-O-MATIC®
- custom sheers on

FOR PRE CHRISTMAS INSTALLATION CALL TODAY
537-2066

Parallel Blinds inc.

guishers, fire exit signs, panic
lighting and panic handles on exit
doors.

Nearly three-fifths of the units
are rented already and construction
of phase two will start within the
next six weeks.

vertical blinds
mini blinds
"Utopia" custom
valances

'‘Nanik' wood
blinds and more,
all by

sale too!
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Deck the Halls

RED VELVET BOW | sess

3000 hr, 25 light out-
door light set. 5 WATT
in clear, multi and solid

$10.97

T WATT in clear & mulli. 5645

$11.97

EAVESTROUGH
CLIPS.

Pak of 16, Hang your
Christmas lights
quickly & easily,
5610-234-36
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RED VELVET BOW
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DICKENSVILLE
COLLECTABLES

Are a beautiful way
to brighten up any corner
in the house.
Porcelain figurines and
buildings that light up.
Collect them all!

51.77 - %19.77
Home

A VISA, MASTERCARD, HOMECARD
Monday-Saurday 8: 30—5 30 537-5551
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B.C. Ferries report notes
high cost of island runs

B.C. Ferries’ money-losing ser-
vice to the Gulf Islands is under
examination along with other
routes, according to a report issued
Friday by the ferry corporation.

Less than half the cost of service
on the Gulf Islands routes is
covered by passenger and vehicle
fares. According to B.C. Ferries, a
vehicle fare on the Vesuvius-Crof-
ton route is subsidized by 13 per
cent and a vehicle on the Fulford
Harbour-Swartz Bay run is sub-
sidized by 16 per cent.

Vehicle fares from Swartz Bay
to the Outer Islands are subsidized
by 64 per cent. The subsidies in-
crease for those using the 10-ticket
books of commuter passes for
vehicles, reaching 75 per cent for
the Outer Islands, 37 per cent for
Vesuvius-Crofton and 39 per cent
for Fulford-Swartz Bay.

Similar subsidies exist for foot
passengers using the 10-ticket
books: 40 per cent at Vesuvius, 75
per cent for Swartz Bay-Outer Is-
lands and 42 per cent for Fulford
Harbour.

B.C. Ferries is now examining

system to achieve the most cost-ef-
fective service. “We face the tough
challenge of maintaining a cost-ef-
ficient service in the *90s,” said
Michael Martin, president and
chief executive officer of B.C. Fer-
ries.

“We think it's more important
than ever to let our customers know
how much each ferry trip costs and
to show them that the fare they pay
covers only a portion of those
costs.”

Only the Vancouver Island and

mainland routes are self-support-
ing. All other routes are subsidized
— by over one-third on mid and
north coast routes and by over 80
per cent on Sunshine Coast routes.

Public input will be invited into
B.C. Ferries’ search for cost-cut-
ting measures.

“The corporation is looking at
every opportunity to improve cost-
effectiveness but service changes
will not be made without consult-
ation with our customers,” Martin
said.
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ANTIQUE CLOCKS & WATCHES
Bought, Sold, Restored

The Clock Shop c. s
Wilf J. Craven G.R.L.T. in Horology

Pender Island, B.C. VON 2M0
Phone & Fax 629-6644

the GULF ISLANDS and

Personal & Professional Service

_OPTICAL

NICH PENINSULA

HOURS:

Tuesday-Friday 12:00 - 5:00

CLOSED SATURDAYS

323 Lower

Ganges Rd., (Lancer Building)

RICHARD WEATHERALL (Optician)

537-2648

office / 537-5294 (res.)
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59995/

Word processors
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Personal Stereos
FROM

S4995 _

30-minutes 44-8701,.....
60 minutes 44-8702,.....
90 minutes 44-8703 .....

L) Full size ear cushions block outside sound. Has

1.69 convenient single entry cord and gold plug.
1D IR i i R e s A e $99.95
239 M) Pivoting ear cushions let you adjust for maximum comfort.

With gold plug and adapter. 331-8009..............umwe: $39.95

Has 10 station

memory and alarm clock. 12-626

$4495

AM/FM portable radio. Take it along
travelling. With carry handle. 12-726.
SAVE $15

LAUNCHER

A

HELICOPTER AND

Plenty of

high-flying
adventure.
60-9203

$4 295

.‘!62 CREEKHOUSE FULFORD GANGES ROAD 537—4522

Radie fhaek

Canadas Value Leaderin Electrornics ™

LCD Golf game has
sound & wind effect-it's
like being on a course!
For 2 players. 60-2422

$279°9

Remote-controlled
VHS VCR is our most
affordable. On-screen

programming, auto
tuner set up. 16-527

SAVE $2
High-grade
VHS
lvideocassette
120 mins in leng'h
44-8601
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BURGEONING BUSINESS: Anne and John
Millerd are the owners and operators of Sea
Change Seafoods, which specializes in selling

Photo by Graema Thompson

high-quality smoked salmon in island-made
cedar boxes adorned with native art. The firm
has been in operation since 1985.

Salmon in cedar boxes has
fuelled local firm’s success

By GRAEME THOMPSON
Driftwood Staff

A rainy November in 1985
spawned Salt Spring’s Sea Change
Seafoods. Work was slow in the
construction industry for carpenter
John Millerd, but being adept at
making smart little boxes out of
cedar, he hit on the idea of putting
high-quality salmon in a box and
selling it as a Christmas gift.

It worked. And business grew.

This year, John and Anne Mil-
lerd and six other employees at Sea
Change have sold more than
75,000 salmon products in 10 dif-
ferent lines. They have recently ex-
panded their business to new
premises at the end of McPhillips
Avenue in Ganges.

“I think essentially why it’s
been successful (is) it’s something
that’s distinct to this area,” John
said, “between the cedar box and
the smoked salmon and the native
art look,

“1 think people are looking for
beautiful things. It doesn’'t matter
how delicious the salmon is, people
want it to look delicious.”

The salmon does look delicious.
The small cedar boxes — made
on-island by Salt Spring Box
Design — are beautiful to look at.
Custom-designed Haida-inspired
images are silk-screened onto the
lids. The salmon, meanwhile, is
smoked by a company on Quadra
Island.

Art is a very important com-
ponent of the total product. While
salmon is the kind of product that
starts out expensive anyway, Sea
Change has a policy of investing
money in artwork for its products.

“We spend a lot of money on
artwork and with artists and
graphics designers,” Anne said. A
special project for a client anniver-
sary next year has led them to com-
mission a piece of First Nations art
Jjust for that client.

“That’s an example of how
we’re trying to do high-end
product,” she said. “It’s a really
nice, pretty box. People will keep it
and even put it on the wall.”

Their products are sold across
the country in specialty gift stores
— including some high-profile,
high-volume ones in Banff and
Niagara Falls. Eatons and The Bay
carry their products, too. There is
even one store in Vancouver
specializing in selling salmon to
overseas lourists and has boxes
specially made just for them.

Sea Change has come a long
way since 1985 when they began

with only one cedar box containing
two tins of salmon. Now they sell
four, eight and 16-ounce packages
of salmon, unsmoked and smoked,
in cedar and cardboard boxes.

While they use coho and spring
salmon, most of their stock is sock-
eye.

“Everybody knows it,” Anne
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said. “It’s the reddest, the darkest
in colour. It’s quite firm. It’s rich in
oil.”

It’s not lox, she added, which is
salmon that is smoked enough to
flavour it but not cooked. Sea
Change salmon is cooked and

SALMON B13

LIGHT-UP SPECIALS!

STARTS TODAY THROUGH SATURDAY

NOV. 24 - NOV. 27
ASST. PANTIES..cocoscccssommsssinsss 1.99 to0 5.99
ASST BRAS .o fts s .., 12.00 & under

Reg. $16.95 Sale

SALE RACK/
SELECTED ITEMS

JITTERBUG BRIEFS
ACROSS THE STREET FROM

HOME HARDWARE

SELECTED COTTON BOXER SHORTS

VISA, MASTERCARD, HOMECARD
SHOP MON.-SAT. 9:30-5:30
537-5551
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Christmas
Gifts!

* GOURMET CHOCOLATE POPCORN «
* GOURMET COCOAS « POTPOURRI * CANDLES
* TERRA COTTA WALL PLAQUES
* SILK & FRESH POINSETTIAS » DECORATIVE WICKER,
TWIG & WROUGHT IRON BASKETS
* * BIRD FEEDERS + GIFT BASKETS »
SPANISH HAND PAINTED VASES & TABLE WARE

» WREATH MAKING DEMONSTRATION
Speclah{";w This Saturday Nov. 27
U6 b 11am-1pm

@
—/reens

LOCATED OUTSIDE MOUATS
NEXT TO STELLA'S
BOARDWALK CAFE

*

*

10am - 4pm
FEATURE DEMONSTRATIONS

* Fresh Wreath Making
* Fresh garland & greenery arrangements
* Maintaining Festive Flowers
* Christmas Tree Care

Come and see our spectacular display of
Christmas flowers and plants, take in our
demonstrations and join us for

hot mulled cider or fresh coffee.

FOXGLOVE

FARM 6 GARDEN SUPPLY

CORNER ATKINS & LOWER GANGES RD.,
Open Mon. - Sat. 9-5:30  537-5531




Hilltop Daycare last week.
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SWINGIN’ ON A SALT SPRING
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STAR: Star is the name of
this small hobby horse made by Drew Clarke from a Mini
Minor tire. Four-year-olds Alex Gold, above, and Nicole
Chisholm, right, were among those invited to test the horse at

Photo by Graems Thompson

Island man gives
new life to old tires

By GRAEME THOMPSON

iftwood Staff

The best thing recyclers can
normally do with an old tire —
unsustainable, non-renewable ob-
ject that itis —is fill it with dirt and
plant potatoes in iL.

But Salt Spring resident Drew
Clarke has fashioned something
else, something quite fantastic,
with a pair of old retreads.

He started making his rubber
hobby horses after seeing an article
in the Province about a man who
got the idea from anews story from
Florida. Clarke said he thought if
other people could do it, he could
100.

“They’re cute,” he said. “The
kids get a good safe work-out.
They bounce up and down and
learn about balance.

“They’re a rioL.”

He calls the hobby horses
Retyrd Horses and said if thereisa
demand for them, he will fill it. He
is also considering colourful sad-
dles and nosebags — which he will
call Horse Altyre,

DRIFTWOOD SAYS:

December 1, 1993 is the renewal date.

RENEW NOW, DON'T MISS AN ISSUE!!
Gulf Islands

Drittwood

537-9933

The horses come with a lifetime
guarantee, something the original
tires did not have, He has been test-
ing the first two prototypes at
Hilltop Daycare where screams
and laughter from critical four-
year-olds could be construed as top
marks.

Clarke says making the hobby
horsesisaprocess of trial and error.
He takes an old tire and adds binder
twine for mane and tail and
washers and carriage bolts foreyes.
An inner tube and some contact
cement make ears and nostrils. In
half a day, a childhood heirloom is
created.

Prince is the larger first-born,
fashioned from a steel-belted
radial. Star followed close behind,
made from a Mini Minor bias ply.

“They attract kids like flies,” he
said, and he was right. Clarke’s
only problem with making these on
any scale is finding a workshop. A
small bam or large shed would be
just right, and he said be may even
be able to employ some others.

. Clarke can be reached at 537-2602.

Carolees &
Michaels

Hereford Avenue (next to the Credit Union) Mon-Sat 9:30-5:00 / 537-5844

THE HOLIDAY SEASON WILL SOON BE

CONTACT THE DRIFTWOOD
FOR HELP WITH
YOUR CHRISTMAS AD CAMPAIGN.

Inquire for more information on:
* Carol sheet » Light Up e« Christnmas greetings
» Don't Drink & Drive « Christmas retail ad campaign

CALL 537-9933

and ask for Jeff or Damaris

Driftwood
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SALMON

From Page B11

smoked. Lox is soft and fleshy and
most often served in thin slices
while Sea Change salmon is more
solid and flakes with a fork.

Their product is not necessarily
superior to lox, Anne is quick to
point out, just different. Unlike lox,
their vacuum-sealed goods keep
for years without refrigeration.
Tourists can buy it, put it in their
suitcase and take it home with
them; they can also mail it home or
to relatives and friends.

It is more versatile than lox,
until it is opened. Then it gets eaten
about as quickly.

One of the growing sides of the
business is the corporate gift. Com-
panies, especially ones dealing
with overseas clients, are catching
on to the idea of giving a B.C.-
made gift.

“The very first Christmas we
made this really nice cedar box,”
Anne said. “John took it around to
some accounting firms, law firms

and forest companies to replace the
perennial (Christmas gift of a) bot-
tle of whisky.

“Now companies can place or-
ders and have their coporate logo
silk-screened on the box as well, to
make the gift even more personal.

“Any company that’s big
enough to want to give a handsome
client gift or a handsome employee
gift can think about this kind of
gift,” she said.

“A lot of corporations deal quite
a bit with overseas customers,”
John said. “They want to express
their gratitude to the overseas client
with something that’s British
Columbian.”

John spends a lot of time on the
road meeting with clients and ad-
vising new ones which produclts
would sell best in their market.
Anne and another employee visit
shops close by to set up displays
and answer questions consumers
have about the salmon.

The Salt Spring business
employs six people besides the
Millerds. They box the salmon,
silk-screen the lids, shrink-wrap
the boxes and ship the products by
courier.

“Salt Spring is our home,” Anne
said. “It’s expensive to operate in
terms of couriers and ferries. Butto
lease or rent a place in Vancouver
would be expensive.”

» Sea Change Seafoods is invit-
ing islanders to an open house
Saturday at 152 McPhillips
Avenue.

d oesn't cost

THE ASSEMBLY LINE: Jill
Bartle silk-screens box lids for
Sea Change Seafoods in Gan-
ges. Fish-related Haida
designs are the most common
motif put on the island-made
containers.

We had such a great time that we
decided to do it again!

GRAND OPENING

THIS SATURDAY NOV. 27TH

JOIN US FOR COFFEE & DONUTS
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SMOKED SOCKEYE: :

Smoked salmon arrives in 2

vacuum-sealed packages of - =\ 4 i |

different sizes from a plant on TR st _ ) "/
\ AR T N \-

Quadra Island. Sharon Sykes
opens a box of four-ounce
packages of smoked sockeye.
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Get 100 Litres Free

Receive 100 Litres of fuel
FREE when you switch from your

current fuel to Columbia Fuels furnace or

stove oil on our Automatic Delivery Plan.*

Same Day
Delivery

Place a fuel order to
Columbia before noon and
we'll guarantee Same Day Delivery to
most parts of the Island. And there’s
no minimum purchase either.

Columbia Plus”

Columbia Plus is the
environmentally sensitive Fuel
Enhancer that can cut smoke
up to 50% and soot deposits in your
furnace up to 46%. Columbia Plus burns

more efficiently than regular ol which

means you can save up to 5% on your ol
consumption. And the cost are small -
about 2.5¢ per day for most customers.

Furnace & Burner
Replacement
For as little as $13.50 per

month for burner
replacement you can upgrade
your home heating system with the latest
high-efficiency technology and start saving
up to 30% on your fuel costs. Other

How To Get That
Warm-All-Over
Feeﬁng.

At Columbia

ditre-f

/m Ve etgl)t

Each.

home hea

We promte

receplion.

benefits include: ®Five Year Parts and
Labour Warranty 24 Hour Emergency
Service ®QOil-fired burner replacement
payback period up to 12 years less than
Natural Gas *Quality Lincoln Furnaces
and Aero Brand Burners.

Oil Storage Tank

Replacement
You won't find a lower price
anywhere. Columbia guarantees

it. For only $449 you'll receive a new heavy
duty 1100 litre above ground or inside tank.

Price includes installation, transfer of oil
and removal of your old tank.

S LA ND

Furnace
Protection Plan
Get peace-of-mind at a
comforting price —only $74.95 (Seniors
$69.95). Plan includes: ®24 Hr. Emergency
Service *Complimentary Efficiency Test
*Annual Service *Replacement of Most

Furnace Parts and All Labour Costs.

Special

Payment Plans

Make your payments within

10 days and you can take
advantage of significant savings

with Columbia’s Prompt Payment

Discount. If you're aged 60 or over, our

Seniors Discount lets you save even more.
Plus, our Equal Payment Plan can help
balance your monthly budget.

Hot Water Tank
Lease &
Replacement

With a Columbia tank lease
you can end up in hot water from only
$15.95 per month. Efficient oil-fired hot
water tanks are also available for
purchase at very reasonable prices.

# Offer applies to residential customers only.

COLUMBIf} FUELS

O M-PF A N Y




Ganges village will take on a
festive look this weekend with the
annual Light-Up store decorating
contest taking place.

This year’s prize for Readers’
Choice is a trip for two on a popular
boat/train day trip. It includes the
M.V. Britannia and Royal Hudson
steam train for a six and a half hour
combination trip featuring the
scenery of Howe Sound. The win-
ner has until September 1994 to
take the trip, which runs from June
2 to September 19, Wednesday
through Saturday.

Driftwood readers are en-
couraged to cut out the ballot on
Page B7 of this issue. A list of
participating stores is included in
the advertisement. Readers will be
given extra time this year to make
their choices and have until noon
on Tuesday, November 30 to sub-
mit their ballots to the Driftwood
office. If they have already decided
by 3 p.m. Saturday, they can leave
their ballots at the Bank of
Montreal where a barrel will be
located.

Mystery judges will be on the
streets Friday night to make their

File photo

LOOK WHO FLEW IN: Santa Claus arrives at Ganges Har-
bour aboard a seaplane for last year’s Light-Up celebration.

Open Every Day
8am - 10 pm

selection of winners in three

categories — originality of theme,
best use of lights and best use of
materials. Ribbons will be awarded
Saturday.

Light-Up festivities include the
arrival of Santa Claus via a Har-
bour Air seaplane and photos for
children at the Bank of Montreal,
where they will receive hot choco-
late and oranges from Ganges Vil-
lage Market and candy canes from
Pharmasave.

Street entertainment includes
Tuned Air singing at the dock, the
Raging Grannies, also at the dock,
Flutations outside Tone’s Espresso

Christmas comes to Ganges
with Light-Up Saturday

Bar, and Nova juggling between
Salt Spring Precision Jewels and
the Bank of Montreal.

Tom Gundy will be on hand
with his horses, Buddy and Ben, to
provide hayrides around the village
core between 1 and 3 p.m.

A complete schedule of events
and times can be found on Page
B24 of this issue.

The weekend is the first of three
major- Christmas events that in-
clude the fourth Annual Festival of
Lights Childrens’ Parade on
December 3 and the arrival of the
Christmas Ship on December 11.

| @%}[WOO@
COMS‘ZK‘UCT TON

¢ Custom Homes * Additions * Renovations ¢
e Timber Frame Joinery ¢

15 YEARS OF CAREFUL WORK ON SALT SPRING
Don Dashwood 537-5050
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Student plans career in journalism

Jaya Polden has been getting a
taste of journalism, thanks to the
Career Explorations Program at
Gulf Islands Secondary School
(GISS).

Polden is a Grade 12 student at
GISS and for the past week has
been working at the Driftwood,
conducting interviews and writing
stories.

Polden has wanted to be a jour-
nalist since Grade 8 when her
English teacher first inspired her to
write.

She is hoping to gain a headstart
in journalism during her last year at
GISS through her position as editor
of the high school’s yearbook.

As a result of her work ex-
perience she is also initiating a
GISS news section to appear in the

Jaya Polden
one made available and actually

explore career options.

At times students discover it is
not the career they want to go into.
But sometimes students are in-
spired and gain a sense of direction
they did not have before, Polden
said.

Career counsellors Scott
Bergstrome and Maggie Allison
are the course facilitators. Allison
says the course is popular with stu-
dents.

In fact, it has the second highest
enrolment — with 70 students —
of any course at GISS. English,
which is compulsory, has the
highest.

“It’s been great,” Polden said
Tuesday of her work experience.
“I’ve learned a lot and even though
I’ve been working hard, this ex-

“The spider looks for a
merchant who doesn’t
cause now I know what it’s like.” ADVERTISE so I'e.“m i
After graduation she hopes to a web across his doo.r
attend C?:rlton gniv%mity in On- and lead a life of undis-
tario or Concordia University in rured pe«e-"
Quehar - Mark Twain —
INVESTORS TAKE NOTE

Salt Spring purchaser buys immaculate character
home with all appliances, rents property to74 year-
old mother with 52 year-old daughter for $1,000.00 a
month. Tenants pay down debt and excess revenue
returns 8% on purchaser’s investment. Meanwhile,
property values rise and all expenses are tax
deductible. This is a Triple E investment: Excellent
buy, Excellent tenants, Excellent revenue, or, if you
have money sitting in the bank, it's probably your
shoe size. Call Richard for details about the
real estate, call Mouats about your shoes.

¥

Richard Nemeth
Ofﬁce' 1-390-3900 ¢ Residence: 1-390-1231

Driftood d week. ired of all students in the rience hasn’t deterred me at all.
i Oppeiutity o have Saile-  Capeer Exhieniions Progssm: Tho'~ 1T suyfiieg t ks e 886 40 Ylme P.0. Box 70, 1-7217 Lantaville Rd.
on experience in the workplace is course is designed so students can  inspired to pursue journalism be- Realty Ltd. Lantzville, B.C. VOR 2H0
. e SINCE| BAKING TIME S FUN:
Stlll 1n y 1964 COmeand ter your chance to win:
d k Prim[ﬁedi/ve . : Sony Radio c?rs‘s;ett:h Recorder
ar NOV. 23:29/93 « A Sanyo Colour T.V. with Remote Control
over We Reserve  An Automatic dishwasher
Year 2000 Mo SEE DETAILS IN STORE DISPLAY
“Sidney by the Sea” 2531 BEACON AVE. “Cometomeetyourneighbour while you shop at Sidney Super Foods™

Year 2000 is out — but Gulf
Islands educators still don’t know
what will replace the controversial
education program.

Today (Wednesday), school su-
perintendent Mike Marshall will be
in Victoria for a meeting of the
provincial ministry of education
and all the school superintendents
in the province. He expects to meet
with both Education Minister Art
Charbonneau and the deputy mini-
ster.

On November 16, Premier Mike
Harcourt and Charbonneau an-
nounced the end of the Year 2000
program, although Charbonneau
said some elements of the program
would be retained.

Marshall hopes to find out what
part of the program will be kept and
which parts will be changed at this
week’s three-day meeting in Vic-
toria.

“I don’t know how much is
rhetoric and how much is substan-
tive.”

Already announced is the
elimination of anecdotal report
cards and areturn to the Kindergar-
ten to Grade 12 designation,
replacing the Primary 1, 2, 3 and 4
designations brought in with the
Year 2000 primary program.

Only the primary program was
introduced in Gulf Islands schools,
Marshall said. The intermediate
and graduation programs were
never implemented province-wide,
although some of the intermediate
program options were tried on a
pilot basis.

The parents of students in the
primary grades will receive struc-
tured report cards with written
comments: letter grades and writ-
ten comments will used for Grades
41012,

But without more information,
Marshall said, he is not sure how
significant the changes will be or
when the changes have to be made.
“The booklet they’ ve sent out is not
very specific as to dates and time
lines.”

He notes some aspects of the
primary program have been very
successful and should be retained.
The district has launched its own
review of the program to determine
how much students are learning.

WE CAN MOVE
MOUNTAINS
If we reduce, reuse and recycle,
B.C. might lose one mountain it
deﬁmtely doesn't need.
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Desperation was vital for beating drinking

By VALORIE LENNOX
Driftwood Staff

Making choices — that was the
answer for 34-year-old Riley, who
spent 30 years
of his life
being beaten
by an addic-
tion to al-
cohol.

The first
blow was
growing up in
a dysfunc-
tional home,
the child of an alcoholic. Later, as
a teenager, he began drinking and
using pot. Adopting the role of a
rebel, he dropped out of school and
left home.

Although he found jobs as a
construction worker, he had
trouble staying employed. “I didn’t
want to work. I was lazy,
uninterested, a bit apathetic. As the
years went on — [ was a lot
apathetic.” As the years went on he
also became an alcoholic, repeat-
ing the family pattern.

By the time he was 27 he dis-
covered he could no longer handle
the hard drinking life. “My party
constitution had packed itin.” With
the physical changes came the start
of a personal reassessment. Then a
relationship fell apart and Riley
began to fall apart as well. “For
about three years, I didn’t bother
getting up to deal with life.”

For months at a time he spent
most of his time in bed. The depres-
sion would lift for a short time and
then descend again. He even
stopped drinking. “I was incapable
of getting a job to get the money for
booze.” He felt he could not
manage his own life,

Just as Riley was beginning to
realize thathe needed help, a friend

CHOOSING A PATH: A Salt Spring Islander finds many more

options open as he plans a drug-free future.

mentioned a program available
through the Salt Spring Com-
munity Centre. Desperate to escape
the ongoing cycle of depression,
Riley contacted the centre and
counsellor Patti Locke-Lew-
kowich.

Riley now sees that desperation
as a vital step in his rediscovery of
himself. “You have to be desperate
for change,” he says. “You have to
hit bottom and want to change the
patterns of your life.”

He was accepted into the Vic-
toria Life Enrichment Society’s
month- long residential program.
The voluntary program calls on

Education is key to
resolving drug abuse

In 1965, over 60 per cent of men
smoked cigarettes: by 1990 only 31
per cent of men were smokers. The
decline was caused by education,
which created a widespread accep-
tance that tobacco is harmful to
health.

The reduction in tobacco smok-
ing, says Ganges RCMP Const. Pat
Wilkinson, illustrates the best way
to deal with drug and alcohol
abuse. “If we can do the same with
drug use, we’ve got the problem
licked. Education is the only way
to win the drug war.”

Ata personal level, every poten-
tial user has to be convinced that
drug abuse will have a negative
impact on his or her life. The only
way to get rid of “pushers” is to

- eliminate the customers.

“If we can educate Canadians as
to the hazards and effects — if the
demand is not there — producers
will stop sending the drug.”

The RCMP is devoting more ef-
fort to education and has estab-
lished a new position, Drug
Awareness Coordinator, to en-
courage further education in
schools and among adults. “Al-
cohol is included. It’s a drug,”
Wilkinson remarked.

Police are often asked by
parents to describe the symptoms
of drug abuse. But by the time
parents are pawing through
drawers looking for roach clips, it
is often too late.

“You have to deal with the
situation before it becomes a prob-
lem,” Wilkinson said. Parents who
maintain an open attitude, pay at-
tention to their children, promote a
healthy lifestyle and care enough to
set firm guidelines are less likely to
raise teens who seek solace in
drugs.

“Children won’t ever admit it
but they love discipline,” Wilkin-
son said. Without firm guidelines,
children face a chaotic world on
their own and can casily feel over-
whelmed.

For those who have friends or
relatives who succumb to the lure
of drugs, the Gulf Islands offer a
variety of resources. The Salt
Spring Community Centre offers
counselling and hosts support
groups, thanks in part to United
Way funding.

There is an excellent network of
self-help groups, including Al-
coholics Anonymous, Adult
Children of Alcoholics, Alanon
and Narcotics Anonymous, notes
Patti Locke-Lewkowich, who
recently completed a three-year
term as the alcohol and drug coun-
sellor at the community centre.

“The islands are a mecca for
other alternatives. There’s so many
other choices people can make.”

Lewkowich has also been im-
pressed by the peer counselling
program at Gulf Islands Secon-
dary

Island young people are impres-
sive — “I think they’re the most
outgoing, spontaneous kids” —
and can influence their peers not to
abuse drugs and alcohol.

Lewkowich has also par-
ticipated in “interventions” where
family and/or friends work
together to encourage the recovery
of someone who is drug or alcohol-
dependent.

That sense of personal respon-
sibility is one of the most attractive
aspects of life on the Islands, Lew-
kowich said. “People here have a
real sense of community and band
together to find solutions to
problems.”

participants to work hard in order
to rebuild their lives. “Any work
that is done there is done by the
participant. If you want to be there,
you’re going to get better.”

Through a series of small and
large group therapy sessions of-
fered by the program counsellors,
he learned about himself and about
the impact of growing up in a fami-
ly marred by alcoholism. “I hadn’t
been aware that these issues were
there or that they had been bother-
ing me.”

But the most important thing he
learned was that he could take
responsibility and control of his

own life. “I have a choice — no
matter what happens in my life, I
have a choice. I am not powerless.
I am not a victim.”

When he first faced his
problems, he found he was always
asking himself why he had to deal
with so many difficulties. But then
he realized there was no answer to
that question. He chose a better
question.

“If I have a problem, I don’t ask
why, I ask what. What am I going
to do about it? That helps me real-
ize that I have a choice.”

He also learned to give himself
positive feedback through a series
of affirmations. “I learned to
change my self-talk,” he says.
Before attending the program, he
would deny his own ability. If
faced with a new challenge, he
would tell himself that he was not
good enough to succeed.

Now, he says, when faced with
achallenge, he tells himself: “Itcan
bedone and Ican doit.” Asaresult,
he accomplishes much more. “I am
not the same person. Even I notice
it.”

His other affirmations are
equally positive. Each evening he
reminds himself that he has had a
good day and will have another
good day tomorrow. It is almost
like a chant, he says. “I am happy
— I am well — I believe in myself.

“It’s just a blatant form of brain-
washing, really,” he jokes. Daily
repetition of these affirmations
builds self-esteem and confidence.
Although he recently discovered
an injury which will keep him off
construction crews, he is enthusias-
tically researching new career op-
tions. In the past, he says, such a
setback would have sent him back
to the bottle or into a depression.

Alcohol is no longer one of his
choices. “Idon’tdrink —I don’tdo
drugs.” Involved in what he
describes as “a beautiful relation-
ship after eight to 10 years of ab-
solute hell,” he finds the
affirmations are a self-fulfilling
prophecy.

He is part of a small self-help
group, the Drug and Alcohol
Awareness Program, which meets
at the community centre. The

The ultimate decision
rests with the user.
‘Only the individual

can drug-proof
themselves.””’

group is very dynamic, he says, and
deals with alcohol and drug de-
pendencies as well as the emotion-
al problems which often fuel those
dependencies. “It helps. I’ve
watched it help a lot of people.”

The best help, either to guard
against addiction or to beat an ad-
diction, comes from within. Al-
though family, friends and
professionals can provide help and
support, Riley says the ultimate
decision rests with the user. “Only
the individual can drug-proof or
alcohol-proof themselves.”

For someone already dependent
on drugs and/or alcohol, Riley says
there will be no cure until the
person’s desire for a better life out-
weighs their fear. For the addict,
change is risk; for the recovering
addict, it is opportunity. “You have
to take the risk and the opportunity
to change.”

Sea Change Seafoods

Open House andSale

Saturday, November 27th, 9 am - 3 pm

Taste our Smoked Salmon!

Come and see our
Smoked Salmon Gift Boxes!

Free wrapping for mailing

152 McPhillips (At the very end of the street)

in Ganges

Giﬁs fwom the Sea
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TI'ime to put away the shorts

It was so cold that “Purolator
George” Sloane traded in his short
pants for long ones earlier this
week. Old man winter delivered an
unexpected nip Sunday night with
a sudden drop in temperature and a
light snowfall.

An Arctic high-pressure ridge
which streamed south from the
Yukon and passed over the Lower
Mainland and Georgia Strait is
blamed for the snowfall.

Weather specialist George

Sasaki said the ridge picked up
moisture crossing the strait, and
from a moist low-pressure area in
the atmosphere over the island.
Snowfall ranged from a trace in
Victoria to 5 cm in Nanaimo and up
to 10 cm on the Lower Mainland.
With the snow, the Arctic sys-
tem also brought unusually low
temperatures, down to minus eight
degrees at Victoria airport Monday
night. Sasaki said temperatures
will slowly become warmer during

Telethon without TV
planned by ArtSpring

A celebration of generosity will
take over Mahon Hall December 4
when the Salt Spring Arts Centre
Society holds its “chairity” auc-
non.

“It’s going to be Salt Spring’s
telethon, without the television,”
AnSpring public relations officer
and chairity night co-MC April
Curtis said.

“Everyone who would like to
make a donation or who would par-
ticularly like to pledge for a chair
in the theatre is encouraged to
come.”

She said recent tours of Art-
Spring have already resulted in is-
landers making pledges for chairs.
About 200 theatre seats are up for
grabs — for donors of $1,000 —
for the main theatre space in the
island arts centre. Each donated
seat will have an inscribed plaque
attached in commemoration of the
donor,

Project architect Robert Hassell
said the theatre seats the society has
its eye on are old seats which have
been reconditioned and re-
upholstered.

They have steel frames and
backs, wooden arms and an auto-
matic seat-up feature — required
by fire regulations.

“They are indistinguishable
from new ones,” Hassell said, “and
they are the most cost-effective we
could find.”

New theatre seats can cost
anywhere from $200 to $300 each.
The reconditioned seats that may

Runners

off to
national
meet

Four Salt Spring cross-country
runners will be competing in the
national championships in Van-
couver Saturday. Chantelle Huth,
Jennifer James, Cara Herman and
Zoe Bennett qualified to represent
British Columbia at last weekend’s
meet in Kelowna. Huth’s time in
that five-kilometre event was 20
minutes, 14 seconds.

This is the first time in the Salt
Spring Track and Field Club’s
short history that a member has
qualified for the national cham-
pionships. A national team will be
picked to compete at the world
championship cross-country meet
in Lisbon, Portugal.

Advertising
spreads the
word!!

Call Jeff or Damaris

537-9933

end up in ArtSpring are in the $135
range. Total cost of buying and in-
stalling the 264 theatre seats is es-
timated at $35,000.

“This is it. These are the chairs
thatare going in,” Curtis said. Once
the 264 chairs are pledged and in-
stalled with their name plaques,
there will be no others.

When the chairs are pledged and
installed, the days of artists stack-
ing and hauling chairs will be gone
too. Curtis said that was one of the
necessary but back-breaking
aspects of show business in small
communities.

Everyone is encouraged to at-
tend — tickets are $5 — to pledge
a chair, a paving tile, or a whole
room. Islanders can buy ArtSpring
memberships, or donate volunteer
time.

“Every contribution is ap-
preciated,” Curtis said. “We're
happy toreceive any amount and in
any way.”

For those who have other com-
mitments December 4, pledges can
be made in advance by phoning
537-2125.

All donors’ names will be read
out at the chairity auction. Donors
may also phone Mahon Hall — at
537-5211 —between 7 p.m. and 10
p.m. to make a pledge December 4.

“Don’t stay away if you're not
going to pledge a chair,” Curtis
adds, “Come and enjoy it. It’s
going to be a thoroughly entertain-
ing evening and community
event.”

/o RENTAL
CASH
FLOW

« Investment diversified
over 2 properties in
different U.S. cities

» Cash distributions paid
monthly

* Professional
management

= Income tax sheltered
» Capital gains potential
» RRSP eligible

CONTACT:
NIGEL SEALE

537-1666

This is not an offer. An offer can
only be made by an Offering
Memorandum

VICTORIA ASSET
MANAGEMENT GROUP INC.

104-645 FORT STREET
{  VICTORIA, B.C.
VEW 1G1

the week and should reach normal
levels by the weekend.

Normal temperatures for this
time of year are lows of two
degrees Celsius and highs of eight
to nine.

However, there is still a chance
of more snow. A system moving
towards the islands is expected to
produce precipitation by the
weekend. If temperatures are still
below normal, islanders may see a
trace of snow.

the boundless steppes of Mongolia or to lunch at a
fine restaurant. Tilley Classic Pants are
acknowledged “the best, most practical, casual
slacks in the world.”

Washed easily “(Give ‘em hell!” washing
instructions) and no ironing needed; smarnt looking
and comfortable where it counts. They'll probably
last you for years.

Use the four Velcro-closed security pockets and
the inside secret pocket to protect your valuables
from nimble fingers. Hang ‘em up by the stainless
steel D-ring when you're feeling lazy.

Most people use them as evening wear, al home
aiter the working day, and of course they’re de
rigueur for the weekend.

P.5.: We have it made in Canada where | can keep
a waltchful eye!

THE TILLEY HAT!

One has been ealen by an
elephant-three times; others have
sailed in America’s Cup and gone
to war with the Canadians in the
Gulf and in peace to Somalia.
Acknowledged the world's best
outdoor hat, the “Tilley’ FLOATS,
TIES ON, REPELS RAIN,
WON'T SHRINK AND LASTS.

SIDNEY MENS WEAR / CASUALS FOR HER
110-2506 Beacon Ave., Sidney 6564413  [uuu]~—

—Harvest a garden of ideas—
from the Driftwood

Reading the Driftwood each week provides
news, information, ideas and sales updates.

You can enjoy both news
andgardening when you
subscribe to the Driftwood.
Pick up a free copy* of the
book Weeds and Seeds
by former Driftwood
columnist, Peter Weiss,
when you come in to
our office to renew
your subscription.

Gulif Islands Subscriptions

$26.00 per year g

*While quantities last

126 Upper Ganges Rd.
Ganges, B.C. VOS 1E0

L. 537-9933
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BE PREPARED TO POLKA: You could Loose. Described as an original band with
call them alternative, but be prepared fora an original sound, Loose is expected to
polka, was a warning that came with “rock, roll, funk and thrash its way gently
promotional material for this weekend’s through the night.” The band will appear
entertainment at Moby’s, a band called Friday and Saturday.
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Christmas

TUNED AlR.

— NA

Directed by Bruce Ruddell

with accompanist Diana English

December 10th & 11th
7:30 at the Activity Centre

Talley’s Folly here for two nights

Described as “a no-holds-
barred” romantic story, Talley's
Folly comes to Ganges for two
nights this week in a production by
Beyond the Looking Glass Theatre
of Courtenay.

Starring Kymme Patrick and
former Salt Spring Islander
Michael Armstrong, the play is set
in Missouri in 1944. Matt is a
Jewish accountant from St. Louis
who has an affair with a protestant
farmer's daughter from the mid-
western United States.

After the affair, he returns to his
work but writes to her daily. She
writes nothing back and Matt
returns to find out why.

Kymme Patrick has been the ar-
tistic director of Beyond the Look-
ing Glass Theatre for the past five
years. She attended the American
Academy of Dramatic Arts in
California before moving to
Toronto to work in film and
television, and on stage.

Armstrong has been seen on the
Salt Spring stage many times
during his 23 years of acting. He
moved to Courtenay last year.

The director of Talley's Folly is
Leslie Mildiner of Vancouver,
whose production last spring of All

Presents

THURS.
FRI. & SAT.

NIGEL
MACK

IN THE
WHEELHOUSE PUB

Special Nights

TUESDAY
Prawn Night

WEDNESDAY
Wing Night

THURSDAY
is
Ladies Night!!

Tickets $5 / Families $17
on sale at Sooz Sewing, Volume IT and at the door

Card photo compliments of Closerie Publishing, Inc. Fax (310) 559-7702
T P N Y B Y e T Sl A e e Y e M e YA PO e Yo
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T R S Y o Y P Y P Y P e Yt P A P i e S PO e e Y e

Grown Up was reported to be a Centre, are $10 ($8 seniors and stu-
smash hit. dents) and are available at et cetera.

Tickets for the two Ganges per- Talley’s Folly is also being
formances, scheduled for Friday presented at Courtenay, Denman
and Saturday at the Activity Island and Port Alberni.

CHAIR ITY NIGHT

a celebration of
Eenerosity
o

5} Saturday
Dec. 4th |cayuny X

- Bill Shaw

~ lan Van Wyck
- Kate Bragg

- Barb Slater

- Kevin Wilkie
= April Curtis

- Michael Curtis
' | = Arvid Chalmers
' |- Sue Bowler

|- Jane Phillips
- Simon Foulds
- Spanner in the
Works

" | Wi
" re,m fhe;;.:_ fun & put 70""59[; mna si"? w
- com ﬂable Seaf ’ - ?' -ﬂ?::
|Sesmieged
- Saltspring
Players

-Tckets$5atetcetera-f - .4_. - John Lomas

If you can’t make it, you can still help by pledging your chair at 537-2125 § gég_s Lty

ARTSPRING - A ROOF OVER EVERYONE’S DREAMS - | |- Readers Theatre
Let's make it a reality
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A school concert launched
island choir Tuned Air

By GRAEME THOMPSON
Driftwood Staff

A contribution by parents to a
Christmas concert at Femwood
School seven years ago was more
than just a resounding success. It
turned out to be the stage debut of
a popu]al' community choir, Tuned

Salt Spring composer and
Tuned Air musical director Bruce
Ruddell had been asked by a small
group of parents to help them make
a parental contribution to the tradi-
tional Christmas concert.

But when the concert was over,
Ruddell recounted in his Vesuvius
Bay Road studio last week, no one
wanted to stop singing. The prac-
tices continued and membership
grew to about 60. The group be-
came known as Tuned Air and now
they are planning concerts in Van-
couver and as far afield as Quebec.

Tuned Air is a big choir and a
good choir, he said, for the size of
population here.

“The development of any choir
is a slow process,” Ruddell added.
“There’s stuff we can’t do, but we
can give a show and make the
audience feel really good about it.
What else is there?”

Bruce Ruddell has been com-
posing music and directing singers
for nearly 20 years and has a
reputation across the country and in
every musical discipline,

He has been composer-in-
residence for several years at the
Vancouver Chamber Choir, one of
the world’s top professional choirs,

He has composed music for
choirs, theatre, film and television
and received the Golden Sheaf
Award for best original score at the
1991 Yorkton Film Festival. He is
currently working on a full-scale
grand opera.

“We’re kind of seeing trends, a
position where there will be a lot
more original work done and per-
formed,” he said. “There’s more
and more new music being written
for a sizeable audience. We want
it.” Writing something vital, pas-
sionate and dramatic has led Rud-
dell to attempt something no other
contemporary composer has done
for nearly 25 years in Canada —
wrile a new grand opera.

He says it is a great story, and
dramatic. And it has attracted the

Bruce Ruddell
attention of one of Canada’s lead-
ing opera stars, Judith Forrest.

A 90-minute concert presenta-
tion of the opera — called The
World is as Sharp as a Knife— was
performed at the Museum of
Anthropology last year with a 40-
piece orchestra, 25 singers, four
soloists and 10 dancers and singers
from the Sto:Lo Indian nation.

“Judith Forrest came up to me
afterward and was very com-
plimentary,” Ruddell recalled.
“She was interviewed in the Sun
the next day and she went on and
on about this concert. The report
said she wanted to play the female
lead.

“When I read that, I got her
number and phoned to apologize.
But she said ‘Not at all,” and ‘Can
I sing the part for you?"”

The operamakes its world debut
in Paris in 1995,

Intimations of such exciting
projects were probably there when
Ruddell came out of the University
of British Columbia in 1976.
Straight away he joined the alterna-
tive theatre company, Tamahnous

. Theatre, where he spent as much

time on the stage as directing
singers.

“It was a very exciting time,” he
recalled of the three years he
worked full-time with the com-
pany. But his commitments had to
change when he became the father
of a baby daughter, Juno.

“Most composers don’t have
families,” he said, without a trace
of jealousy. “It’s a 24-hour job. I
have blocks of time (for composi-
tion). I write now between 7 a.m.

and 8 a.m., then it’s kids stuff until
9 a.m. Then I work again.”

Almost 11 years ago, the family
decided to put down rural roots.
They tried Mayne Island for two
years and then moved to Salt
Spring.

The island has been inextricably
tied to his work here, and even
Tuned Air bave had an influence on
commissions which may well be-
come part of a Canadian musical
repertory.

A project titled Earth Prayers
involving the Vancouver Chamber
Choir, the Bach Choir, Vancouver
Symphony and two world-
renowned soloists, was inspired by
Salt Spring’s interfaith Earth Day
service last April.

The experience was SO power-
ful, it moved Ruddell to create this
piece, which will play at the Queen
Elizabeth Theatre in April 1994,

But Tuned Air is playing an in-
creasingly active role in Ruddell’s
work. As the choir matures, it is
able to take on pieces that were
previously out of reach.

This next year, Tuned Air will
perform in a newly commissioned
choral and organ mass for the open-
ing of the new Anglican Centre.
They will perform for a conference
of B.C. educators at the Pan Pacific
Hotel in Vancouver in the spring
and tour Quebec — probably in
1995.

The relationship between Rud-
dell and Tuned Airis symbioticand
Ruddell embraces that. “It makes a
lot of sense,” he said, to have a
choir on which to test musical
pieces and musical ideas. “As a
composer that’s wonderful. Any
composer would want a com-
munity to sing their music. That’s
why we are doing it.”

And everybody in Tuned Air
likes the opportunity afforded to
very few community choirs across
the country — working with a real
professional on the cutting edge of
Canadian contemporary composi-
tion.

*» Tuned Air are having their an-
nual Christmas concert December
10 and 11 at the Activity Centre.
Tickets are $5 each or $17 for a
family. The program, which in-
cludes a good deal of recognizable
material the audience can sing to,
starts at 7:30 p.m.

Skateboarders b_jzsterz‘cal favourite

There were some good oldies among the skits: The

By GRAEME THOMPSON

at time of check in

* single or double occupancy  * subject to taxes & availability
* coupon must be presented  * must be consecutive nights

» Valid until April 30,1994

TOLL FREE 1-800-663-0298

FORTHE REST OF YOUR LIFETIME

* THE BEST THINGS IN

LIFE AREFREE

...hke our bekfu _' xample

Gets you a night at
the luxurious Ocean
bk Pointe Resort, plus
imenta
::ﬂ;mh:zm OcCEAN POINTE RESORT
12 & under also stay and eat free (from o.n T HE B AR D VS

the children’s menu). This offer is open
7 days a week and includes free use of

45 SONGHEES ROAD, VICTORIA, B.C. V94 #T3
TEL: (604) 360-5859 FAX: (604) 360-1041

fitness facilities, pool and a first class |

RESERVATIONS: 1-800-667-4677

staff to ensure your stay meets with |

the highest of expectations.
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® lessure travel only » excludes groups/tours » taxes nof included » subject to availability » thru Feb. 28/94
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Comedy defines society’s underdogs — by not
ridiculing them. By that yardstick, it is clear that on
Salt Spring power is held by the Capital Regional
District, the Men’s Movement and Kotex Corporation.
Those were just some of the institutions which mem-
bers of the Hysterical Society derided in an evening of
comedy at Ganges last Friday.

The most entertaining skit for me — and an obvious
crowd-pleaser 00 — was that by Brett Gaylor and
Roland Kaiser about hitchhiking, skateboarding
grungers. Their costumes were great— where did they
get those ridiculous clothes?

But seriously, the skit was simple, universally
recognizable in our microcosm and well done. Having
rubber faces and pantomime stage direction really
helped create humour where none was thought pos-
sible.

Shilo Zylbergold’s King of the Sensitive New Age
Guys was another highlight. I wonder how many is-
landers have taken eagle feathers and/or crystals off
their rear-view mirrors since Friday. I particularly
liked the rap lyrics and have spent the weekend hum-
ming [ cry real tears. I can show emotion. I stare for
hours at the ocean.

Thom Quine played an excellent MC — there will
be a flood of applicants the next time an ad appears for
lighthouse keeping. His 12-step program on “awaken-
ing the asshole within” was the butt of more than one
comment after the show.

Queen (Reid Collins), and Andre Crouton (Arvid
Chalmers) and Chuck Ripsaw (Zylbergold again) in
Cooking with Power Tools, and the men’s movement
meetings.

The CRD relationship enforcement officer skit
with Collins and Chalmers will surely have led to a
few queries at Victoria offices this week.

There were more than a few langhs at suggestions
for curing the parking problems downtown, support
for no-cost housing and a one-way traffic system to
Fulford. And for those who like it, there was some
toilet-bowl humour too. Or rather septic tanks.

Diane Andrews opened the evening with a hilarious
flying feminine protection skit and followed later with
a Singles on Salt Spring piece.

Larry Walske and Mary Williamson also took the
stage, the former fascinating us with his tricks and
antics, the latter amusing with stories of New-
foundland hospitals. Certain beef-steak promoting let-
ter writers should heed the implications of the

Williamson Equation and the hitherto unnoticed

problems of insect flatulence.

All in all, the Hysterical Society proved once again
they are indeed humour-nurturing warriors of an in-
domitable kind. Their mystical quest for people’s
funny bones had everybody feeling comfortable
without visiting the hardware department. And the
$5,000 raised for the Core Inn youth project showed
perhaps that more of us come from a caring sharing
place than even we realize.

ENJOY QUALITY TIME il

BRING THE BUNCH FOR BRUNCH

The scent of cinnamon, freshly brewed coffee,
local farm fresh eggs & quality desserts are
the kind of things that make weekends
worth getting up for.

KIDS MENU AVAILABLE

\ In The Heart of Ganges 537-1470 )
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Painting is a language for ==s

local artist LeRoy Jensen

By GRAEME THOMPSON
Driftwood Staff

What is life? Why do people go
to art exhibitions? The answer to
both those questions is partly to be
found at Salt Spring artist LeRoy
Jensen’s exhibition of recent paint-
ings at the Manse Gallery.

Painting is a language, Jensen
said, which expresses itself
through rhythm, colour and com-
position. But he added there also
has to be some spirit in it.

“The expression of the thing is
much more important than the
style,” he continued. “I am trying
to express something human.”

Jensen has lived on Salt Spring
Island for the last 12 years. He
shows in the Winchester Gallery in
Victoria and has not showed on
Salt Spring for seven or eight years.

The current show of several
dozen works is made up of smallish
paintings — Jensen is known for
some very large works — on
themes from the sea and studies of

LeRoy Jensen

people, mostly female semi-nudes.

Titles, ranging from Tired, Eve-
ning, Lonely, The Kiss, Free
People, The Sick Child, give an
indication of the mood of the
works.

Character studies generally fill
the frame, with naked, curving

backs predominating and non-
descript faces.

“Think of all the marvellous
things the body tells us,” Jensen
said. “Whatever I’ ve learned about
myself is in relation to that. It’s an
extension of me.”

Loose, full strokes and striking
contrasts of colour demand an
emotional response from the
viewer. Translucent bodies seem to
act in a sea of light-flecked chaos.
The viewer looks, assimilates,
reacts.

Though he has been painting for
more than 35 years, he said his art
doesnot stand still. He does not like
to repeat himself.

“If something remains the same
all the time I can’t stand it,” he said.
“If there isn’t something I discover
new to some degree a little bit, it
has served no purpose for me.”

This exhibition clearly serves a
purpose. It continues until the end
of the week at the Manse Gallery
on Hereford Avenue.

Song and dance at Beaver Point
to aid Clayoquot protesters

A real song and dance is being
staged Sunday to help the 16 is-
landers arrested at the Clayoquot
blockade last summer. Billed as a
family night of entertainment, the
event will include music, comedy,
poetry and dance in Beaver Point
Hall starting at 7 p.m.

Featured will be Spanner in the
Works along with Deb Toole;
Chris Kodaly; Lynne Quinn;
Bowler, Slater and Wilkie; and two
choirs producing music which ran-
ges from classical to rock. Arvid
Chalmers and Diane Andrews will
contribute their comic wit; there
will be comedic songs by Keith
McHattie and readings by Lynda
Jensen.

Organizer Patricia Brown
reported a positive response from

in the show. More than 30 per-
formers are donating their talent to
the event, which is expected to run
until 11 p.m.

Admission will be $5 to $10,
depending on the individual’s
ability to pay. Donations of items
for the peace camp or for the
December 4 art and craft auction
will also be accepted for admis-
sion.

Money raised by the event will
2o to defray the fines, legal costs
and travel expenses incurred by the
islanders who were arrested for
their participation in the Clayoquot
protest.

Over 100 islanders have par-
ticipated in the protest and ap-
proximately 80 people have joined
the Friends of Friends of Clayoquot

week at Rodrigo’s in Fulford.

The next fundraising event will
be an arts and crafts auction and
sale at Creekside on December 4.

T SPRING CINEM

CENTRAL HALL 537-4656 NOV. 26-30

May frighlen young children i (]

Door prizes:
SS CINEMA

Fri-Tues. 7:00pm Bawﬁe’.%‘&iﬁm Fri. Iles 8:30pm
O O O

Wolf Kranz Jewels Ltd.

in business since 1956

* Rocks * Minerals ¢ Crystals e Fossils

JEWELLERY

301 Wilkie Way, Ganges, B.C.

Telephone 537-2837 Fax 537-4007
Business Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-4, or by appointment.

Beaver Point Hall Presents

The 12+h Annual Christmas Art & Craft Fair

December 3rd. 4th. and 5+h 1993

Friday 5-9 pm ® Saturday 10am-5 pme® Sunday 10am-3 pm

Featuring The Island's Finest Selection of Handmade
3 Crafts and Hearty Cuisine from
Qur Country Kitchen

all those approached to participate ~ Sound, which meets every second
Come and Enjoy a Unique
EquIeﬁde Sho i
ADVER“SING DOESN' T Her b o SNeprhS

COST — IT PAYS!

Island

by

PRICE
to be held

AND

DECEMBER 4th & 5th

10am - 4pm
at our studio
531 Reynolds Rd.

653-9453

pay no G.S.T.

3RD ANNUAL

CHRISTMAS POTTERY SALE

DOROTHY & PETER

NOVEMBER 25, 26, 27, 28

20% OFF

All Pottery

e

Seconds & slight irregularities will be available at very reduced prices
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TUNED VOICES:
Woody Ensminger, top
left, and Bo Curtis keep
their eyes on Tuned Air
director Bruce Ruddell
during rehearsal last
week. Above, from left,
Claus Andress, John
Beardsell and John Mil-
lerd prepare for the
choir’s Christmas con-
cert December 10 and
11. Photos by Tony Richards |

‘ é CHINESE RESTAURANT-LICENSED
v

Golden Island

LUNCH....... Tues.- Fri. 11:30-2

EAT IN | DINNER... . Tues.-Thurs. 5-10
OR Fri-Sat. 5-11: Sun. 59

TAKE DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
> | ouTt $5.25
| . ' Closed Mondays
Upper Ganges Centre, Ganges 537-2535

ROTARY BINGO

THURSDAY, NOV. 25 — 7:00 P.M.
Royal Canadian Legion Meaden Hall
CERTAIN RULES APPLY
BLACKOUT JACKPOT
Prize $500

Licence #764375

MOEY'S

marine pub 537 5550

Payind
AWese o sat.

November
26 & 27

The Admiralty Bay Dining Room

Yes!

The Harbour House Hotel

* IS OPEN -

For Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week.
Breakfast is served Saturday & Sunday at 7am
Sunday Brunch from 9am-1:30pm

“BARRINGTON PERRY PLAYING YOUR FAVORITES
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS”

b

g CALL AND LET US HELP
© Time Is moving quickly. Larry & Gary are looking
=% _forward to helping you plan your company or ¢

family party.
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this week

on screen at SALT SPRING CINEMA

THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS: Tim Burton is the
author behind this eerie animated tale about a skeletal goblin king
who hijacks Santa Claus. It may scare or confuse young children but
the art direction is simply superb. Mature, may frighten young
children. Friday to Tuesday 7pm.

DEMOLITION MAN: Wesley Snipes and Sylvester Stallone are
the antogonists in this high-veltage SciFi thriller about an insane
killer from the 20th century who escapes from a cryogenic prison and
proceeds to terrorize a peaceful world of the future that can no longer
deal with violence. This movie also doubles as a goofy send-up of
political correctness and the combination actually works. 14 years,
frequent violence, some very coarse language and occasional nudity.
Friday to Tuesday 8:30pm.

DOOR PRIZES ARE NOW GIVEN OUT SUNDAYS.
MOVIE BUCKS ARE GIVEN OUT MONDAYS ONLY,

ISLAND VIDEO HITS

. Free Willy (=) . Lost in Yonkers (-)
. Cliffhanger () . Dennis the Menace(7)
. Sliver (4) . The Dark Half (8)

Indecent Proposal (1) . American Heart (-)
. Posse (2) . Frankenstein (=)

on tap at ISLAND WATERING HOLES

MOBY'S..cnignimons .Loose, Nov. 26, 27
bunddy Dinner Jazz Nov. 28, 6pm.

HARBOUR HOUSE (Pith) .....ccesvissrensesrenne Nigel Mack, Nov. 25, 26, 27
{dining room) Barrington Perry, Nov. 26, 27.

OUT and ABOUT
Nov.27 ........ccecevveveeeennee....R0d and Gun Club game dinner.
Nov. 27 .....ociiiivirnnsiiassns e RIS EMAS Light Up.
Angel Workshop.

DRIFTWOOD CHRISTMAS SONGBOOKS ARE COMING.
Order Soon!

COUNTRY SOUND: Salt Spring’s own bluegrass-country-
folk band, the Barley Brothers, include, from left, Brian
“Buck” MacDonald, Graeme Maltby, and David Roland.

Game dinner Saturday

This year’s Salt Spring Island tic bass — will play their blend of
Rod and Gun Club game dinner bluegrass, country and folk without
will feature the livemusicofalocal amplifiers.
band, in addition to the usual fare Country gems by Hank Wil-
of venison, cougar and other wild liams, Jimmy Rogers and Johnny
game dishes. Cash will be featured along with

The Barley Brothers — Graeme  little known country numbers by
Maltby on banjo, Brian “Buck” Eric Clapton, Jimi Hendrix and
McDonald on acoustic guitar and Howlin" Wolf.
mandolin, Tom Bowler on acoustic The game dinner takes place
guitar and David Roland on acous- ~ Saturday.

Poet to read here Friday

Theatre Alive! is presenting another literary reading before Christmas
at the Waterside Bistro. Poet, novelist and university lecturer Mary di
Michele will read a selection from her work on Friday starting at 9 p.m.

Experienced as writer-in-residence in Regina, Toronto and Rome, di
Michele is the author of Necessary Sugar, Immune to Gravity and
Luminous Emergencies. Her biographical note in the Who's Who of the
Writers Union of Canada says she is a poet first, but her poetry embraces
the novel, the informal essay, and creative non-fiction.

She is currently a teacher of creative writing at Concordia University
in Montreal. Music starts at 8 p.m., reading begins at 9. Admission is free.

entertaimnnment

-

Dear Friends & Neighbours,

The final fund-raising drive to finish the Artspring
building is underway.

When completed, this facility will immediately become an
important contribution to the identity of, and the quality of
life on Salt Spring.

That the building will be completed is a given; when
depends on the timely support of our community. The
sooner it’s finished, the sooner we, as artists, performers, =
and patrons can begin to enjoy this wonderful facility.

We at Saltspring Kitchen Co. encourage you to give this
very worthwhile project your generous support.

Sincerely
CHRIS DIXON

V2299

Merit Kitchens e e -

Our kitchens don't just cook. Tiwy sizzle. 537-9222

PRICE
COMPARISO

Gone in 5 minutes! Lasts a full week!

Here’s an even befter deal:

Local subscription price -
$26/year = 50¢ per week (plus G.5.T) <

CALL NOW 537-9933
VISA or M/C ACCEPTED BY PHONE

Driftwood

Your Community Newspaper




November 27

e Santa’s Arrival ¢

= * Hayrides for Everyone * Hot Chocolate ¢
; * Decorating Contest ¢
* Entertainment Galore ¢

4 £ 1245-1:05pm Tuned Air Singers at sea plane dock

Santa arrives at seaplane dock via Harbour Air

i’f“—':'f—— : , 1:05-1:15 Raging Grannies sing at sea plane dock

1:05pm Santa photos at Bank of Montreal
1:05-3:00pm  Hayrides with Tom Grundy, Buddy & Ben

230pm Nova the Juggler,
between Glads and Bank of Montreal

3:00pm Readers Choice Deadline

Listen for Flutations outside Tone's




