SECTION B Your Guide To

Gulf Islands Home Building
Dl‘ lftWOOd March 20, 1991 " and Renovations




Page B2 GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD Woednesday, March 20, 1991

~ Spring: it’s a time
~ to spruce up home

Spring announces itself in many ways.

Burping, swamp-bound frogs herald the
season for some islanders. Other devoted
spring-seekers hunt birdfeeders and flower-
ing bushes for the hummingbird’s return,
and still others depend on the mystical
powers of a groundhog’s shadow.

But there are other signs of spring. Sun
creeping through windows suddenly il-
luminates a need to scrub winter from the
glass. Overnight, lawns need mowing and
gardens become a tangle of weeds and un-
dergrowth.

Luckily, spring also gives birth to a
renewed sense of energy: an eagemess to
shake off the apathy of winter hibernation
and get busy in the garden and house.

This special section of the Driftwood of-
fers energetic readers advice, tips and ideas
on a variety of interior and exterior home
improvement projects.

SPRINGTIME
Home
Improvement

GUIDE

Household Repairs B4
Interior Decorating BS
Kitchens B7
Building Inspection  B12
Landscaping B14
Slug Solutions B16
Selling Your Home B17

Windmills B22
Furniture B24
Tools B26
Saving Water B28

On the exterior homefront, skim the ad-
vice offered on Page B4 and undertake a
home maintenance check. Minor repairs
tended to now can mean huge savings in
time and money down the road.
Downspouts, roofs, walls and wpod siding
are important areas to check.

While taking in the clean spring air and
wandering around your property, consider

THERE'S,

W

L o sl ol a Vol VU

a new look. Maybe it’s time to undertake a
landscaping project. Some people like to
keep their property looking as natural as
possible; others envision a well-sculpted
product.

See Page Bl4 for a few landscaping
ideas.

Gardening plans should definitely be in
the works. Make 1991 the year you over-
come THE SLUG. Check Page B16 for
islanders’ solution to the slaying of slugs.

The urge to renovate or build an addi-
tion may strike some homeowners as
spring breaths new air onto the island.
Several stories in this supplement offer

timely advice for the renovator.

“THE SOFT TERRAIN
SPECIALIST”

® Clearing ® Roads @ Etc.

537-2604

Permits are needed before any building
activity takes place. It’s not as bad as it
sounds. Salt Spring’s building inspector,
Dick Stubbs, offers some sound advice.
See Pages B12 and B13.

Compelling reasons to consider hiring a
contractor for major renovations are
presented on Page B10. .

Those who plan to sell their homes in
the not-too-distant future, may be inter-
ested in survey results (Page B20) pin-
pointing popular features that help houses
sell. Those looking to put their home on the
market this spring or summer should con-
sider spruce-up tips offered on Page B17.

Redesigning a home’s interior can be a
daunting task — but there are ways to
make it simpler. Advice on interior design
can be found on Page B5.

An awkward design in the “heart of the

house™ (kitchen) is uncomfortable for all
family members — especially the cooks.
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and rejuvenation are offered on Pages B7

&

o e famivess Upgrdiog o | s AMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION

This springtime supplement also offers a
special photo feature page (B22). See how

e e et Lancer Contracting

Other feature stories can be found on
solar energy and the rebirth of an 18th cen- GERRY

PERRY

tury heating system. 653-4437 653-4678

Maybe a spruced-up home and yard can
be your “sign of spring.”

Manufactured on Salt Spring Island: our
COLUMBIA 2000 SERIES WINDOWS

Full Service Glass Shop

Islanders serving Islanders since 1976

Cadmium plated screws in corners
so electrolysis won't set in.

Vents double sealed against cold.

Our sealed units use Swiggle Strip, a
revolutionary new system of desiccant buty!
and corrugated aluminum spacers, providing
reduced perimeter heat transfer. The result is
warmer interior glass temperatures (9°F on
average) and therefore reduced condensation.

are the best aluminum windows
in today’s market.

s

Heavy commercial grade
aluminum frames

Baked enamel trim
Stainless steel hinges

Our stops are extruded
with vinyl inserts to insure
against expansion

and contraction.

3/8" thick resin to
thermally break the frame
to stop the cold from
coming through

WE SUPPLY AND INSTALL
ALL TYPES OF GLASS—INCLUDING

® COMMERCIAL STOREFRONTS

8 NON-THERMAL BREAK RESIDENTIAL WINDOWS
® TEMPERED, SAFETY & FIREPLACE GLASS

® MIRRORS & MIRROR WALLS

® SKYLIGHTS, CUSTOM & DROP-IN

® TUB & SHOWER ENCLOSURES

8 DECK GLASS & ALUMINUM HANDRAILS

® BEVELLED GLASS & TABLE GLASS

OPEN MON.-FRI. 8 AM-4:30 PM

222 Musgrave Road Free Estimates
BRUCE or ROY

If you want a high
quality energy efficient window

for your new home, renovation
job or condo—call for

FREE ESTIMATES:
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SEE YOU AT THE
2nd ANNUAL

This Saturday, March 23rd, at

FOXGLOVE

FARM & GARDEN SUPPLY

Join us...for coffee and donuts...

try our equipment & products...

watch our demonstrations and

see what Spring '91 has
in store for you!

DOOR PRIZES

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

Enter to win these /;t/
Lawn & Garden Show . /’/
. CORNER OF ATKINS RD.

. & LOWER GANGES RD.

OPEN 9-5:30

DEMONSTRATIONS
10-5

HANDS-ON DEMONSTRATIONS

Try our mowers, trimmers, brushcutters, chainsaws, rototillers,
tractors, leaf blowers, ride-on mowers, composters and shredders.
HERE'S YOUR CHANCE to try new equipment first hand—

BEFORE YOU BUY!

® Pruning @ Planting hanging baskets, planters & moss baskets
® Stonewall building ® Landscaping @ Irrigation
® Understanding fertilizers
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All show demos will be sold at incredible discounts! j Z N

SHOW SPONSORED BY

FOXGLOVE HARBOURS END
Farm & Garden Supply | Marine & Equipment

e Gabeges e 537-553 Harbour House Hote 537-4202 ’

_———m. =




Page B4 GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD Wednesday, March 20, 1991

N

Minor maintenance

can save repairs later

Undertaking minor maintenance and
repairs now can often prevent the need for
major repairs later. And if large-scale work
is necessary you may still be able to beat
the warm-weather rush to hire professional
help.

Start by examining gutters and
downspouts.

Notice whether any sections are
misaligned or have pulled away from the
edge of the roof or sides of the house. Clear
debris from the splash blocks — the con-
crete troughs below the downspouts —
and, if necessary, reposition them so water
from the roof drains safely from the
building’s foundation.

Check downspouts

Improperly placed and missing splash
blocks are a major cause of basement
leakage. Splash blocks are sold at building
supply centres.

To check downspouts for blockage in-
sert a garden hose from below and force
the hose upward. Equip the hose with a
nozzle set for hard spray; if the hose jams
before reaching the top, turn on the water
to clear the debris.

On a day when the weather is good and
the ground is firm, climb a ladder to inspect
and clear the gutters. While there, you can
realign gutter sections, repair and replace
broken brackets, and patch any holes that
have developed in the troughs.

Inspect the roof

Look for damaged or missing shingles, a
common cause of roof leaks.

Curled asphalt or fibreglass shingles can
be cemented flat with asphalt or plastic
roofing cement, but only on a warm day
when the shingles are flexible.

Broken shingles can be repaired by slid-
ing a piece of metal, such as aluminum
siding or flashing, beneath them, then
liberally spreading roofing cement between
the two. Missing shingles must be replaced.

Patch holes or cracks

Examine the flashing at roof seams and
around the chimney, vent stack and other
openings, such as skylights. Also inspect
areas around television antennas and guy
wires.

Patch any holes or cracks and seal any
fasteners that penetrate the roof by cover-
ing them with roofing cement.

Apply the cement in a smooth layer with
a flexible-blade putty knife. Avoid creating
ridges that can trap water.

Check the chimney for deteriorating
mortar. If damage is widespread, you will
have to consult a mason. If minor, you can
repair it yourself, although you might want
to wait for warm weather.

To patch crumbling mortar, chisel it out
from between bricks to a depth of at least
half an inch (1 cm), then apply fresh 'mor-
tar. Smooth joints with a small masonry
tool called a brick jointer.

Inspect the walls

Scrape loose paint from flaking or peel-
ing areas, sand them smooth, and brush on
a protective coat of primer.

You can leave the primer exposed if you
do not mind its appearance and you plan
more extensive repainting later.

Otherwise, allow the primer to dry all
day or overnight, then apply a coat or two
of house paint.

Deeply blistered paint that reveals bare
wood when pulled away is a sign of con-
densation inside the walls. Before repaint-
ing, you will have to remedy this, or the
condition will continue and cause more
damage.

Creating a vapour barrier, either with
material or paint, on the warm (indoor) side
of the wall will help cure condensation by
preventing moisture generated indoors
from passine into the walle

R.J. (Bob) Clark
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

s, 537-4687

Serving the Gulf

Wood siding at risk Islands since 1974

Inspect siding, too. Vinyl and aluminum
siding rarely need attention. But wood
siding may crack, warp or decay.

Repair cracks and opened seams by fill-
ing with caulking compound. Small areas
of decay can be restored with epoxy filler
sold for the purpose at paint stores and
home centres. If damage is extensive, or if
siding is badly warped, decayed areas
should be cut out and replaced.

Hairline cracks in concrete and stucco
can usually be left alone. Larger cracks can
be filled with caulking compound, patching
cement or a stucco repair product resem-
bling plaster; but disguising repairs to con-
crete and stucco is difficult. If the walls are
mortared masonry, repair them as you
would a chimney.

Check wood trim for the same signs of
deterioration as wood siding.

Gov't License 2008683

GOLDEN ASH TREE CARE

lan Hayes, Professional Arborist

® Danger Trees ® Tree Surgery ® Topping & Shaping
® | ot Clearing ® Pruning ® Hedge Trimming @ Brush Cutting

Fully Insured 537'5573 Free Estimates

SUNSHADE SYSTEMS FOR
GREENHOUSES & SKYLIGHTS

N\ Solar Rechargeable, Motorized
or Manual Operation

3 T™M

g

Parallel Blinds : inc.
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sure sign of spring.

Interior design

FlC:l‘IONAL SETTING?: These Salt Spring youths could have been char-
acters in a Mark Twain story. Paddling around a Fulford-area pond -- it’s a

® Top quality perennials, shrubs, annuals
® Complete line of organic fertilizer
® Cut flowers ® Baskets ® Books
® Wonderful garden accessories
® Seasonal garden classes

And introducing...

GARDEN FURNITURE

by BENCHWORKS MFG.

Springtime photo by Derrick Landy

Colour scheme, mood
are important to define

Redesigning a room in your home can
be an intimidating prospect.

A single decision can seem impossible,
or you can be drowned in a torrent of ideas.
Eager with enthusiasm to redo our sur-
roundings, serious mistakes can be made
by prematurely tackling charming details
or by trying to be unwittingly “unique”
with redesign plans.

However, knowing what inirial factors
to consider and a few basic rules can
simplify the process, preventing hideous
and costly mistakes.

Salt Spring’s Island Drapery business
owner Val Mackey has some advice for the
novice designer.

Mackey acknowledges that “at first,
there may seem an endless and confusing
number of choices.” She attributes this in
part to the need for decisions about four
“najor decorating masses in the room —
upholstery, drapery, floor covering and
wall covering.”

The colours of all “decorating masses”
should relate to each other, she says, “to
make up what you will call your colour
scheme.”

A colour mood is determined by your
desire for either a warm room or a cool
room.

Mackey says “generally speaking, a
north-facing room will benefit from a
bright, warm colour scheme and a west-
facing room that can be very hot in the
summer will be relieved by using a cool
colour scheme.”

Combining these principles with per-
sonal preferences narrows down the bog-
gling number of colour choices.

" Choosing pattemns can be a bit more dif-
ficult, says Mackey. Dramatic effects are
often achieved by skilled designers, but an
amateur can be successful with some
preliminary knowledge.

Only one bold pattern should exist in
any room, suggests Mackey. “You can use
it on furniture, draperies, flooring or
wallcover,” she says, but “let one pattern
predominate.”

The bold pattern may be repeated, as on
draperies and furniture, but the rest of the
room should be done in solid colours or a

small non-competing pattern.

Mackev also stresses the need to con-

small window or a small piece of furni-
ture.”
On the other hand, she notes, a small-
scale pattern is “just fine on a large-scale
piece or window treatment.”

Open Fri.-Mon. 10-5

In Fulford Harbour opposite Patterson’s Store ¢

A sense of balance should be main-
tained when  distributing pattemns
throughout the room, says Mackey. One
way to achieve this is to ensure heavily-
patterned fabrics are interspersed with
solids or small patterns. A room would feel
out of balance, she says, if all heavily pat-

temed fabrics were on one side and solids
on another.

The smartest thing to do when re-
decorating, says Mackey, is to “find a shop
with helpful, knowledgeable staff and
make creating a beautiful room a fun
project.”

Your Home . . .
a valuable asset!

@RAINBOW
RENTALS LTD.

® Air Compressors @ Air Tools ® Carpenters’ Tools
® Carpet Cleaners ® Compaction ® Ladders ® Hoists
Concrete Equipment @ Drills ® Heaters ® Grinders
® Electric Hammers ® Fastening Tools ® Welders

® Floor Care Tools ® Fork Lifts ® Generators

® Mixers ® Power Tools ® Pumps ® Sanders ® Saws
® Scaffolding ® Tampers ® Jacks ® Vacuums

WE ARE THE DEALER & REPRESENTATIVES FOR:
TORO Lawn & Turf Equipment

SHINDAIWA Weedeaters/Brushcutters/Chainsaws
KUBOTA Equipment
Built-in

E BEA Vacuumss @

DON’T LUG A VACUUM! PLUG IN A BEAM!®

== | 5372877 | @®

=
sikkens
The Perfect Solution

To Your Exterior Wood
Problems

364 Lower
Ganaes Rd.

RENT-A-CAR
RENT-A-TRUCK

RENT-A-SCOOTER

- ll
il

- CONCRETE
EQUIPMENT
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Guilbault
provides an
enlightening
experience

Living on an island with dramatic scenic
views and expansive acreages can create a
desire to take advantage of natural light.

When homes need assistance with light-
ing in specific areas, islanders often want it
to blend with light provided by nature.

Local electrician Joe Guilbault has been
looking after the needs of islanders for
more than 10 years. Last June, he and his
wife Carol opened a local lighting store —
a natural extension of his electrical busi-
ness.
“I had been sending customers off is-
land for years for their lighting and thought
we could supply them right here.”

Describing lighting requests as “pretty
basic,” Guilbault says there is not a big
market on Salt Spring for fancy chandeliers
because they do not fit with the island life-
style. Most requests are for recessed fix-
tures and track lighting.

Competition with off-island business
means keeping a sharp pencil and stressing
customer service.

“It’s the same old story all the busi-
nesses on this island face, and we are no
different.”

Guilbault has seen many changes on
Salt Spring since he arrived here in 1963 to
work for electrician Dave Pollat. He made
his way here via Calvington, Saskatchewan
and Victoria.

After Pollat died, Guilbault started his
own business. Three journeymen and two
apprentices help out with his electrical
business at the present time, and he has
trained several apprentices since starting in
business.

Looking around the community, he sees
many commercial projects he worked on

Saltspring Lighting in
Ganges helps islanders see
the light.

Saltspring Lighting
" ar CREEKHOUSE i~ GANGES

537-9170
Fax 537-4071

See us for all your lighting needs...
we have lots In stock and excellent
catalogues on hand for you to
browse through. Come & experience
Salt Spring’s best selection of
lamps, shades & fixtures.

FOR YOUR
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL NEEDS

including Mouat’s new building, Grace : CALL
Sy esm i donstams “We have lots to offer!” GUILBAULT ELECTRIC Ltd.

He says he is proud of his reputation for
providing quality work and insists that his
employees maintain that reputation. Cost
plus is the basis for 75 per cent of his
projects, an indication that his customers
have faith in his work.

In addition to commercial space, Guil-
bault has provided electrical work for
several big homes on the island, including
one of approximately 10,000 square feet.
He has worked on some as large as 7,500
square feet and, of course, the regular
square-footage houses as well.

“I guess you could say when I came to
Salt Spring, I saw the light.”

Hardwood

flooring
is durable

For a warm, cosy and inviting look to
your home, consider installing hardwood
floors.

More often these days, hardwood floor-
ing is chosen over linoleum or wall-to-wall
carpeting. Hardwood floors don’t gather

cert. #10230 537-5675

dust like carpets and are beneficial to those _ . l  Cali now! And let us help
people with allergies. ) _ L e you co-ordinate and plan
Hardwood is durable and easy to main- - your dream kitchen today.

tain. Such floors are being used in areas not
considered before. Kitchens, entrance halls
and even bathrooms are being floored with
hardwood. - e
The flooring varies from strips, 5.1 cen- R
timetres (two inches) wide, to planks which 5 new Iacqu I ri(‘é’d KITCHEN CO
when used in random widths offer a casual very red Sonab y pricea. G | 2
L(;ok to parquets which offer a variety of e MER”?“ of iy Gukbty onn
S1gns. ; kitchens available.
Hardwood of choice seems to be oak al-
though maple, ash, walnut and cherry hold . . ,
e | _ - | 2270779

favour with some people.

| ér inishes available,
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Good kitchen design:
a crucial consideration

Those who have tried to cook in a badly
designed kitchen, know how important it is
to get the arrangement right.

There are several steps to achieving a

good design — steps to take before pur-
chasing the first appliance or cabinet.

Anyone who is thinking about a new
kitchen should:

» Research the subject. Check the library
for design books, read all the Ilatest
magazines. These will provide a good
sense of what’s new and what’s available
and familiarize you with pertinent ter-
minology.

* Set a budget, even if it’s just a rough
estimate. Kitchen renovation costs can
range from fairly low (for new cabinet
doors and paint, or a wall of cabinet) to
something stratospheric for custom car-
pentry and exotic finishes. You’ll save
everyone time (and yourself anguish) by
being practical about your limits.

* Don’t rush out and buy something
large — like a huge refrigerator — or
something specific — like a left-hinged
refrigerator that can’t be changed to the
right — and expect to design the kitchen
around it. It may work, but more likely it
will be a huge impediment in the design
process. Wait until you know exactly what
you need and where it’s going to go.

= Assess how you use the space. Are
there kids and dogs in this room, or does it
serve a couple who both work and
microwave every night? How many cooks
are there, what kinds of things do they
cook? These can have an impact on design.

Once you've done some background re-
search, you can begin formulating a plan.
You may want to hire a kitchen designer.
Some designers work as consultants, on a
per-hour basis, and are flexible enough to
work with any budget.

Home-improvement centres and stores
that sell the equipment often have experts
on staff who can help work out a plan
(though the assistance may be tied to pur-
chase).

Good measurements are critical to a
successful design — first because almost
all cabinets are constructed in basic dimen-
sions, generally with three-inch increments.
A mistake as small as a fraction of an inch
can throw the whole room out of whack.

Wall spaces should be measured from
trim edge to the next trim edge or corner.
(Architectural plans may measure only the
opening, not what’s around it.)

If you’ve ever been burdened with a tiny
kitchen, you may think bigger is better.
That’s not necessarily so. A huge kitchen
can mean a lot of unnecessary steps. :

Designers suggest walking around the
space, imagining where things will be and
testing the arrangement. You can use tape
to mark off items on the floor. If you want
a centre island, they suggest putting a box
in the centre of the room — to see if you
want to walk around it “for the next 10
years.”

If you draw your own plan, it’s still a
good idea to get someone in the field to
look at it for potential problems.

Mix wood, tile, marble
for warm-kitchen feeling

Wood, tile and marble can warm up a
kitchen, softening technology’s edges.
However, those planning to use these
materials should “mix them up.”

A combination of materials keeps a
kitchen from looking like a matched suite
and makes it look as if it evolved over
time. Combining wood, marble and tile
adds up to counters that work harder —
with separate areas for baking, chopping
and resting hot pots — and intrigue the
senses.

= Wood floors, protected with several
coats of sealer, are yielding and good look-
ing. To clean, just damp mop. If installing a
new floor, your choices range from pre-
finished planks or squares with tongue-and-
groove fit to seasoned heart pine, salvaged
from vintage buildings and remilled.

« For countertops, wood is a good chop-
ping surface. But water makes it warp, so
use another material around the sink.

« Wood cabinets look better in country
kitchens. If your budget allows, consider
units with paneled doors and paint washes
or stains that let the wood grain show
through.

« To give ordinary cabinets a new lease
on life, just have the doors replaced. Use
standard cabinets, but have the doors cus-
tom-made from old-style board and batten.

« For cottage charm, try beaded panell-
ing on the walls and ceiling. Painted or
natural, it’s a great cover-up for rough or
uneven walls.

« Quarry tile, with its sunbaked colours,
adds visual warmth. But think twice before
using it for flooring: it’s hard on your legs
and cold underfoot. If you do a lot of cook-
ing, better pick a more yielding surface.
Try vinyl tile that mimics the real thing.

« Offering infinite colours and patterns,
glazed ceramic tile is a popular countertop
material, It resists stains, grease and water.
But remember, it is not a good chopping
surface, so keep cutting boards handy.

Glazed tile is ideal for back-splashes. It
can take the curse off a boring plastic
laminate counter. You can tile right over a
laminate backsplash. Just roughly sand the

laminate firet en the ohie will orm

for a convenient place to park hot pots and
a jolt of warm colour.

« Marble makes a handsome countertop
that’s perfect for baking. It is porous, how-
ever, and may yellow, stain and chip. A
sealer or wax finish will help protect the
surface, but there’s something very appeal-
ing about the homey personality of time-
worn marble.

Honed marble has a soft matie finish
that generally looks more at home in a
country kitchen than does polished marble,
with its high-gloss surface. Cutting and
finishing marble — it’s all done by hand —
usually costs more than the material itself,
so keep your design simple.

reegr 9%

ired vebrweoba'N

IOWTINNT 200812 0D

1Y epa™

Wednesday, March 20, 1991 GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD Page B7

- Renovations
- New Homes
- Design Work

537-2303

R.R. #2, Cusheon Lake, C.36
Ganges, B.C. VOS 1E0

—
A TRADITION OF QUALITY FOR THREE GENERATIONS

MICHAEL ARMSTRONG
& Fine Homebuilding & Design

READY MADE

WOOD FENCE

PANELS

Sta

$

rting at

SALE ENDS
APRIL 15/91

FENCE PANELS WITH

LATTICE

6’ high, 8’ long

PRESSURE TREATED

ROUND PENCIL-POINT POSTS

3”-4" diam.
7' long

Random

p—

325

—-4

g

1%

UNPAINTED
PAINTED

1 =

4' high, 8'long

Bundle
(approx.
110 pcs.)

T-POSTS

i
.300 346 447
408 482 547

7l

for 4 litres

LATEX
PRIMER-SEALER
UNDERCOAT

WHITE (165-125)
$8.99 or less for 1 litre

s *
or Iass
for 4 litres

SUPER ALKYD
PEARL FINISH

WHITE (120-110)

s *
or |ass
for 4 litres

SUPER LATEX
PLATINUM FINISH

WHITE (164-110)

or less
for 4 litres

WHITE (160-112)

$7.99 or less for 1 litre

s ' ’ =
or less
for 4 litres

SUPER LATEX
SEMI-GLOSS FINISH

WHITE (162-110)

$10.99" or less for 1 litre

SICO

Makes all the difference

These prices are effective starting Mar. 18
& subject to change as of June 1, 1991.

Available in all of the 520 pastel shades of
Colorama 2000 system for small extra charge.

LASTING BEAUTY

Change your interior decor for the better.

Q1%

CEILING FLAT LATEX

. B . T
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“rinonet”

ALAT)

FINISH

UM

SUPER LATEX
INTERIOR

HIGH VISCOSITY
SUPER WASHABLE
EASY TO APPLY

164-110

REDUCED POLLUTION
WATER BASE PAINT
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Kitchen storage space:
varied and attractive

Forget the white box, the walls lined
with identical built-in cabinets and every-
thing hidden behind sterile closed doors.
Today, we want storage that’s attractive
and varied — a mix of shelves, plate racks
and antique dressers, as well as closed
storage.

Colourful pottery, ceramics and
glassware are being brought out in the open
for visual interest.

To relieve the monotony of a wall of
closed cabinets, simply remove a door and
you’ll create open shelves. Then show off
handmade pottery, ceramic pitchers, salt
and pepper shakers — whatever you collect
and love.

To evoke kitchens past, bring in an anti-
que like a chimney cupboard — tall and
narrow — or a Welsh dresser. Who says
kitchen storage has to be built in? These
freestanding pieces add new shapes plus
the warmth of wood.

With wall space at a premium, finding
room for display sometimes takes in-
genuity. Build shelves over kitchen win-
dows or the upper cabinets — perfect for
platters or bowls.

Glass-front cabinets are back — they
offer both storage and display. Glasses and
china seen through the windows add colour
and interest. But do you really want to stare
at the cereal boxes and soup cans? Stick to
solid doors for the food pantry.

Or, if you want glass-front units all
around, hang shimred curtains inside the
doors. An opaque glass, such as
sandblasted glass, will conceal clutter but
keep the open feeling,

Two kinds of light are needed in the
kitchen — a work light for cooking and an
overall wash for general illumination or
mood.

Strip fixtures: hidden under upper
cabinets provide task light — they shine

Damaged
flooring
can be fixed

Resilient flooring needs little attention
to look good and any damage can usually
be fixed without too much trouble.

Such flooring, whether it sheet
linoleum, asphalt or vinyl tiles, can blister,
tear or stain.

Stains come off the flooring through use
of elbow grease, and an undiluted detergent
containing ammonia. Use a plastic-mesh
scouring pad and, if the stain is persistent,
try dampened cleaning powder and a fine
grade steel wool.

Glossy finish will return on small areas
by dabbing clear nail polish on, it. If the
area is larger, use a liquid floor polish
designed for that type of floor.

Scratches disappear by spreading a
small amount of paste wax along the
scratch. Wipe off the excess and the mark
will disappear. Rubbing the scraich along
its length with a coin will depress the edge
of the scratch. If wax doesn’t hide the
scratch, try pressing heavy-gauge
aluminum foil with a hot iron along the
mark.

Large tears might require removal of the
tile square and replacement with an un-
damaged one.

Smaller tears can be masked by rubbing
on a colour-matched putty. Find an unused
piece of flooring a scrape bits and pieces
from the surface. Mix with clear nail polish
and press the resultant putty into the tear.
Iron the area using aluminum foil and a hot
Lon.

CLEAN UP-FIX UP-

™MAIMANIT I I AL Iy

Excavating

BASEMENTS
BACK FILLING

LANDSCAPING

ROADBUILDING

DRAINAGE

PONDS

HOURLY RATES
OR CONTRACT

right onto the countertops. Use warm-white
or halogen bulbs, which don’t heat up the
way incandescents do.

For overall lighting, many designers
recommend recessed ceiling fixtures with
incandescent bulbs — they’'re the closest
thing to natural light. Mounting the fixtures
20 to 25 inches from the wall puts light on
the counter — not the back of your head.
For a 10- to 12-foot length of counter, three

AWES
evenly spaced lights should do. A rheostat

_ _ _ EXCAVATING LTD.
(dimmer) lets you adjust the level of light.

R S oewtatl e 537-2604 | BRIN S

they can make a room look cluttered.
If you serve meals here, add a special
fixture over the table — maybe a reproduc-

i i e ity o Rememberto say youreaditin
ink fade into the background. % ]
it e the Driftwood

They scall tho old rimal of lighting the Yourcommunity newspaper

SPRING SPECIAL 10% OFF

LOCALLY PRODUCED

* 3/4" Road Mulch ~ % Driveway Chips
* Quarry Rock (5/8" & smaller)
* Landscaping Rock % Hydro Rock (56/8"-1")

653-2314

480 Burgoyne Bay Rd., Fulford Harbour

HOIIRS: MOIN . CAT 7-2N0N.5:20N
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Bab Ellison and young Niko Laing point out solar panels

Driftwood photo by Bill Webster

Salt Spring’s weather
is ideal for solar heat

Sun shines on Salt Spring Island for
more than 200 days each year presenting
ideal conditions for using a solar water
heater.

When used in conjunction with a stand-
ard electric water heater, a solar heater can
translate into money savings on hydro bills.

Using solar water heaters for domestic
wateraswellasforheaungwawrfm'
swimming pools were outlined by Bob El-
lison of Isles West Hot Tubs. He cautioned
when used in conjunction with hot tubs,
however, solar power would not pay for it-
self.

“The bottom line on solar powered
water heaters is the payback time,” Ellison
said. “If the equipment and the installation
work costs are too expensive, solar power
is not viable.”

Solar heating packages vary in price and
according to use. If, for instance, a cus-
tomer wanted to heat a swimming pool, a
unit for domestic water heating would not
work well and vice versa, a solar unit used
to heat the water in a swimming pool
would not function efficiently to heat
domestic water.

A unit used to heat water for a pool has
to deal with a large body of water, upwards
of 37,850 litres (10,000 gallons), and raise
the water temperature by 2.8 degrees to 5.2
degrees Celsius (five to 10 degrees Fahren-
heit). It is also deals with water pressure of
10 psi.

Ellison explained the number of panels
needed to heat a swimming pool depends
upon the surface size of the pool. Each
panel measures three by .3 metres and, the
number needed can be worked out using a
formula based on the area of the pool sur-
face.

Water, Ellison explained, flows through
the collectors in the series of panels, is
heated and returned to the pool. A problem
arises at night because heat from the water
is radiated into cooler air. If covered for the
night, the pool will retain heat.

Sensors are placed in the collector and

at pool side to measure water temperature.
Whmwawtmthepoolreacimmedasn'ed
temperature or if water in the collector gets
too cool at night, the system will shut itself
down.

Units needed to heat domestic water are
based on heating a lesser amount of water,
usually 132 litres (35 gal.) to a greater

Water enters the system from a source at
approximately 7.2 degrees C. (45 degrees
F.) and is heated to 37.7 degrees C. (100
degrees F.). The heated water is used only
as needed to supplement heated water in
the hot water heater.

In most homes, electric hot water
heaters raise the temperature to close to 60
degrees C. (140 degrees F.). If water enter-
ing the tank is 37.7 degrees C., less energy
is needed to heat it three more degrees than
would be required to heat it 30 degrees.

Solar water heaters for domestic use
measure 2.4 metres by 0.9 metre by 45.7
centimetres (eight feet by three feet by 18
inches). Ellison explained that one unit
would serve the needs of a family of four
and any further water requirements would
need a second panel in sequence to the
first.

Placement of panels is also important in
taking full advantage of them. Domestic
systems should not be too far from electric
water heaters. For swimming pool heaters,
placement on a roof would be adequate be-
cause of continuous flow of waste through
the system.

Domestic water units should be in a
place which takes day-long advantage of
sunshine and be reasonably sheltered from
wind.

“Ideal placement means more efficiency
from the panels,” said Ellison, “which
means a shorter payback period.”

Using the sun as a source of energy
saves on other sources, and being able to
reduce costs at the same time is an extra
benefit to homeowners concemed about

HOLDINGS LTD.

STEWART SCOTVOLD

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION

RODNEY H. ScoTvoLbp, 'PENG., MBA.
P.O. Box 932, GANGES, B.C. VOS 1EO

energy.
5

Contracting

ROCK
DRILLING
& BLASTING

No job too large

ROAD WORK
& SITE
PREPARATION
EXCAVATORS

653-2314

OUR SERVICE IS TOPS!

TONY HEDGER TREE SERVICE
Call 5374851 i+

INSURED

MASTERSTROKE

RENOVATIONS

Dudley David
Nielson ¥ Halliwell
537-2292 | 1 537-9495

e

We are now booking our calendar for Interior and Exterior work—
® Professional Painting ® Wallpapering ® Tile Setting and ® Carpentry

And for those a little more adventurous, our creative wing is accepting
commissions for

® Fine Art Murals
® Creative Stencilling ® Architectural Carving and ® Faux Painting
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Renovation jobs: they’re never what they seem

If you are planning renovations to your
home, call a contractor unless you are an
expert carpenter and can afford to spend
time completing the task.

Renovations can become slightly more
than they appear on the surface.

A Salt Spring contractor has some inter-
esting things to say about renovations.

“Something always goes wrong that you
don’t expect.”

As an example, he told of a seemingly
simple job of renovating a kitchen which
he was to carry out. His customer wanted a
new floor and new cupboards. The kitchen
was gutted and the contractor discovered
floor joists containing wood rot.

What was to have been a relatively
simple kitchen renovation turned into a
task of ensuring the bottom did not fall out
of the house.

Renovation costs can on occasion end
up 50 per cent higher than anticipated. Part
of the problem stems from not knowing
what is behind the walls and part of the
problem comes from the customer saying,
“While you'’re here . .. .”

Another island contractor emphasizes
the point about costs. He suggests cus-
tomers obtain a flexible estimate of costs,
have the demolition work done and then
get a firm cost figure. Most contractors
handling renovations work on a cost-plus
basis which covers them if more work than
mere renovations are required.

His partner outlined reasons why
owners renovate their homes.
An individual comes to Salt Spring, dis-

. covers a property with a beautiful view but

a less than adequate house. The view wins.
Because the house is less than adequate,
fixing and expanding space become
primary. As well, friends visit and bedroom
space is needed.

All three contractors agreed the kitchen
is usually the first space in a house which

Finally.. . Islande

“..saved half on hydro bills
during the summer months

Jim Wiasitz with Bob Ellison

Hiring a contractor can be useful

comes under mandate for renovations.
Bathrooms are second. If a house has a
garage, that space often becomes an added
room or the owner can simply ask for an
additional room to be added to the house.

Well-planned renovations make sense in
that they add to the value of the property. A
cramped, inadequate kitchen can deter a
buyer from purchasing a house. On the
other hand, he added, a less-than-adequate
house would sell if the kitchen were attrac-
tive.

Some owners know what they want,
while others offer a vague idea of “well, I'd
like something done to the kitchen.”

Contractors can talk to owners to deter-
mine what the person has in mind. They
can draw up plans according to the space
available or-what the customer expected
and go from there.

Discussions with the customer produce
concrete ideas of what is wanted. The con-
tractor can then plan what can be done.

When plans are prepared, the contractor
can then tell the customer: “This is what
we can do for you for your dollars.”

Renovators must also gain the con-
fidence of potential customers. They have
to overcome the “sleaze factor” caused by
fly-by-night renovators who take a job,
complete it quickly, take the money and
run.

“Find a contractor to trust,” one contrac-
tor suggests, “and stay with him. It doesn’t
always involve working with someone you
know.”

Both other contractors stress the
“diplomatic” aspect of renovations.

“Workers are doing the job while people
are there in the house,” one said. “While

the job is going on, it’s a delicate touch to
deal with the people there and could end up
being a trying experience.”

His partner explained another valid
reason for hiring an experienced contractor.
Additions to a house should fit the profile
of the building.

*“An addition should look, in a year, like
it’s always been part of the house,” he said.
“It spoils the look if it just looks added on.”

Bulldozing & Excavating Ltd.

ALL EQUIPMENT
& MATERIALS

237-9311

One call
does it all.

LAURIE A. HEDGER
34 years experience

rs agree!

"’

M. Kaufman

“Environmentally friendly and
requires no maintenance.”

with Bob Ellison

“One of the best investments
we’ve ever made!

| Dennis Peacock with Bob Ellison

’”

o

no mechanical or electrical parts to go wrong. If
you have sun and water you have free hot water. |
am very happy with the system.”

JIM WLASITZ, Ganges

“The unit is very well made and trouble free, with,

“Harnessing the sun is an effective method of
saving on hydro bills! | am very pleased with my
investment.”

M. KAUFMAN, Ganges

“We have twice as much hot water as before...it’s
like having a second hot water tank. [ would put in
2 units next time!”

D.B. PEACOCK, Ganges

SOLAR WATER HEATING REALLY WORKS!

TO GET IT WORKING FOR YOU CALL..

ISLES WEST HOT TUBS

R~h Flliecan

HRAAR1I
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e New Kitchens e Additions
e New Bathrooms ® Garages

e Add a Skylight e Carports
e Fencing e Sundecks

We can provide experienced crews
for both concrete work and
house framing.

Houses framed to roof only
or to move in.

COMPETITIVE
~ PRICES

GEOFF SWIFT
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

"

i

i

B

1 Office: 537-4055

i Geoff: 537-2532 Ken: 537-5667

FPOST AND BEAM: The lost art of post and beam construction comes alive
as Pat McGee builds a traditional barn with a minimal number of nails. Here
McGee chisels out unwanted wood to create a perfect fit.

Fit for Your Lawn —

. and Budget

® Covered high-torque 9 hp 14SB Wa]k-Behind

engine, overhead valves

st e et il LAWN MOWER

® Full-length steel frame
® Electric start

® 4. 5-hp, 4-cycle overhead valve kawasaki engine

® Self-propelled drive system

® Exclusive gear transaxle offers 5 speeds to
match mowing conditions, walking speeds

® 2l-inch cutting width, blade/brake clutch

e Rear discharge aluminum deck, deeply
contoured for excellent grass lift
and discharge

¢ Wide-mouth, easy-dumping rear
grass bagger, 2-bushel capacity

e Qil filter option

170 LAWN TRACTOR

® 14-hp Kawasaki engine with full-pressure lubrication

® Easy shift-on-the-go 5-speed transmission

® Tight 20-inch turning radius

® 38-inch mowing deck

® Overhead valves provide more torque & better fuel economy
e Contoured seat offers excellent lower back support

e Stamped, one-piece welded full-length frame

J. GRIEVE
MOTORS LTD.

7865 EAST SAANICH RD.
SAANICHTON, B.C.

. 652-5281
P NEBISYHE VN . . _YY == I I £ B EBEEE
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Inspection assures house is structurally sound

"Some people put more research into buying a pair of shoes than a house"

Building inspectors have often been
given the same degree of regard as city
metermen — they are welcome to wander
around checking things, as long as they
don’t find anything wrong.

Contrary to some twisted myths, it is not
a building inspector’s job to catch people
violating the B.C. Building Code and re-
lated bylaws.

Above all else, Salt Spring Building In-
spector Dick Stubbs and Capital Regional

District office staff provide assistance, in-
formation and inspections to property
owners and contractors building homes or
other structures.

This process, says Stubbs, “gives the
home owner or future owner knowledge
that the house is structurally sound and
meets a certain standard.”

He says some people put more research
into buying a pair of shoes than they do in-
vestigating the quality of a home they want
to buy. Having proof of an occupancy per-

mit being issued by a building inspection
office should be obtained before signing a
contract to purchase a house and property.

In addition, almost all money lenders
now require proof of an occupancy permit
before mortgage funds are advanced.

CRD permits are required before any
construction, renovation, demolition or
building relocation takes place. They are
also necessary in order to connect sewer or
water systems, install chimneys or
fireplaces, woodstoves, fireplace inserts or

bylaws, Stubbs becomes an interpreter and
coordinator for many people. He feels “a
building inspector should be there for a
source of information.”

Besides dispensing “official” informa-
tion, Stubbs often relays messages between
tradesman or clients, simply because he is
in contact with so many of them on a
regular basis or knows where they are like-
ly to be.

The actual amoum of time spent in-

lawn sprinkler systems.
With a complicated set of regulations in
the B.C. Building Code and relevant local

INSPECTION B13

Permits are required
before construction
projects are started

Paperwork is a major consideration for any homeowner contemplating changes
to a residence. Whether it be construction of a new home or a renovation or addition
to existing premises, it is important to remember the paperwork which musl be
completed.

All construction on Salt Spring and in the Capital Regional District is govemned
by the British Columbia Building Code, Building Bylaw 1012, the B.C. Plumbing
Code and local zoning bylaws.

This means sheets of paper called “permits™ are required before construction
projects are started. Certain information must be provided to the Building Inspec-
tion Office before permits are issued.

Two copies of project plans — three in the Outer Gulf Islands — must be sub-
mitted to the office, along with a copy of the property tax assessment notice.

The Building Inspection Office asks that plans “be drawn to scale, be clear and
durable and . . . indicate the nature and extent of the work.”

Installation of a sewage disposal system also requires three copies of the site
plan. Permits are issued after inspection office approval of the application and plans
and payment of required fees.

Salt Spring Building Inspector Dick Stubbs says the formula for ascertaining fee
amounts considers several factors, including project square footage and the number
of chimneys and plumbing fixtures. Total fees range from $400 to $2,000, he says.

Your new home needs a solid foundation.

® Bagged Cement

® Ready Mixed Concrete
® Scaffold Rental

® Reinforcing Steel
® Concrete Products ® Washed Gravel
® Drain Rock ® Parking Curbs

GULF COAST MATERIALS
R.R. 3, Rainbow Rd., Ganges 537-2611

S =T

For construction of a new home, inspections are required after completion of the = < A\ AAME IV DAYS
: {\\ IS F ==

SIFSRNEs = B j_‘.”,_l/.—""g—.—

following stages: Form and steel (but concrete not poured); foundation or vapour
barrier; framing; insulation and vapour barrier; chimney; lath and stucco; final com-
pletion.

Plumbing and drainage work must also be inspected six times between the
ground being covered until completion of all hook-ups and fixture installation.

The Building Inspection Office asks permit holders to follow a few guidelines to
facilitate smooth processing.

All work requiring inspection and approval should be complete when an inspec-
tor is requested to visit the site. Access to the building should be assured, and if the
building is occupied, a person must be on the premises at all times during the in-
spection.

Approved construction drawings should be available on site during all inspec-
tions, and construction work should not proceed beyond the stages indicated for
each inspection without the prior written approval of the Building Inspector.

For more information about building permits and inspections, call the Capital
Regional District Building Inspection Office at 537-2711.

your home
water pass
this test?

Take a few moments
now to inspect your home
for problems caused by
water. It will save you
time and money.
HOME e
Rusty-Red stains on sinks, lavatories, etc. . . . . . 2
D E Sl G \) c E N T R E Blue-Green stains on sinks, lavatories, etc. . . . . LR
Soap curd ring on bathtubs, showers .. ...... B s
Clogged faucet aerators . ................. L £
Soaps lose sudsquickly .................. BEX
We have many new ltems & Samp]es tO Chrome fittings etched or being eaten away . .. & D
B : Rusty stains on clothing, linens, etc. . ... ... .. O o
make your home individual & beautiful. Excessive spotting of dishes and silverware . .. [] []
Black stainsonsilverware . . . .............. &
e Stove and Fireplace ® Casual Furniture Tastes and/or odors in drinkingwater . ....... g

Products

® Ceramic Tile and
Marble

e Wallpaper

® Built-in Vacuums
e Copper Weathervanes

If you answered yes to one or more of the above questions,
Wellmaster Pumps can help you to a better life through quality
water — call now.

Specializing in Water Conditioning
& Well Testing & Evaluation

WELL MASTER PUMPS
& WATER SYSTEMS LTD.

Michael Garthwaite

Come in and see our new showroom!

PURE WATER FOR AMERICA

320 UPPER GANGES RD.
537-2111

Member Goulds Professional
Deater Assocaation
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specting work is relatively small, he says,
though he often logs 50 miles in an after-
noon of visiting 10 to 12 work sites.

Since taking up his position on Salt
Spring over 18 months ago, Stubbs has ab-
sorbed a great deal about the island, con-
tractors and the myriad “permit holders” he
has dealt with. Stubbs handled 300 permit
applications last year, about half of which
were for single family dwellings.

Dick Stubbs

Permit cost

Building permits range in price accord-
ing to the work planned.

For a single- or two-family dwellings,
factory built and mobile homes the permit
is based on an approximate market value,
explained Dick Stubbs, building inspector
for Salt Spring Island.

He gave permit values in square feet al-
though those values can be converted to
cover metric measurements.

Approximate market value is deter-
mined by multiplying the area of construc-
tion by $45. Stubbs stressed the *$45
per-square-foot figure is arbitrary and bears
no relationship to actual cost of construc-
tion which could, on average, run up to $70
per square foot or more.

For instance, on a house measuring
1,000 square feet, the approximate market
value would come to $45,000. The first
$5,000 of value bears a permit cost of $68.
Each $1,000 of value above that figure car-
ries a permit cost of $10 per $1,000.

Plumbing permits cost $10 per fixture.
If the house had a kitchen sink, a bathroom
sink, shower, toilet and hot water heater,
the plumbing permit would cost $50. For a
chimney and wood stove add another $30
while the septic system and water hook-up
costs $20.

Building permits for a 1,000 square foot
house would cost $68 plus $400 ($10 x 40)
plus $50 plus $30 plus $20 for a total of

Permit costs would be adiusted accord-

He inspects a home at least six times
from start to finish and often more fre-
quently when problems arise or builders
have specific questions.

Asking for assistance amid uncertainty
is encouraged by Stubbs.

“I would much rather answer a question
than have to get someone to rip something
out,” he stresses.

Sometimes, he will advise do-it-yoursel-
fers to fit everything into place — as with
plumbing fixtures — and have him inspect
the job before it is permanently assembled.

Stubbs says he thinks it is “great” that so
many people on Salt Spring undertake their
own building projects.

“I would hate to see the day,” he says,
“when a guy couldn’t go out and build his
own house.”

He observes that “the contractors are, by
and large, really cooperative here,” and
says he endeavours to be the same with
them.

As a former contractor, Stubbs says he
realizes “these guys have a job to do,” and
“it really helps if the inspector can be as
cooperative as possible.”

He tries to provide prompt servicg ~—
knowing his approval is necessary before
work can continue — and he asks contrac-
tors to give him advance notice when they
need him on-site.

The quality and variety of construction
on the island makes Stubbs’ job more inter-
esting than it would be in many other lo-
cales. In referring to city blocks of
subdivision housing, he says “can you im-
agine going and looking at the same house
20 times a day?”

On Salt Spring, he says, “you can go
from one extreme to another,” in one day,
looking at homes “from a luxurious man-
sion to an 800-square-foot log cabin.”

A large amount of “high end” housing
and “a pretty high standard of craftsman-
ship,” characterize the local construction
industry, he says.

He believes the permit and inspection
process can be problem-free if all parties
address a basic question: “How are we
going to make this right for all concerned?”

Stubbs is available at the CRD Building
Inspection office in the government build-
ing during most weekday momnings, and
conducts inspections in the afternoons.

Tyler Sheet Metal Ltd.

537-5621

General Sheet Metal
Metal Roofing

Heat Pumps
Electric ® Wood ® Oil ® Furnaces

111 Leisure Lane P.O. Box 1282, Ganges

SERVING SALT SPRING ISLAND SINCE 1988

Keith Shantz, Julie Dixon and Chris Dixon

OUR THANKS FOR CONTINUED SUPPORT FROM
ISLAND CONTRACTORS & OWNER BUILDERS

CABINETS FOR KITCHENS

For your free estimate call

CHRIS DIXON 537-2792

DELUXE CONTRACTING

MICROB RESOURCES INC.

LUMBER SALES

R.R. #2, Cedarview, C.27, Ganges, VOS 1E0
(Res.) 653-4088 (Fax) 6533-4110 (Mill) 653-2345

® custom sawmilling

® siding, decking,
S4S or rough

® split posts & rails
® sawdust

® cedar & fir beams
up to 8"x12"x28’

FOR ALL YOUR CEDAR & SPECIAL LUMBER NEEDS

We take pride in our quality and service.

Mill lopated on Jones Rd., off Fulford-Ganges Rd. in the Fulford Valley.
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Signs of spring blossom everywhere

Springtime photo by Kay Catlin

Choices in landscaping

Knowledge goes a long way in many
endeavours and particularly in planning or
maintaining landscaping around the home.

Many home owners on Salt Spring
maintain their properties as close to natural
as possible while as many more seek to
keep the natural — but in a planned way.

Landscapers can be hired on a consult-
ing basis to plan and design a garden or a
landscape and carry the approved plans to
completion.

On the other hand, the owner may want
to do it alone.

One landscaper explained the process of
creating a viable landscape or garden for a
homeowner. First, he talks with the in-
dividual to elicit personal preferences.

“I want to find out what the garden rep-
resents for the individual,” he said.

He asks such questions as “will the gar-
den be used for tranquillity?” and “is it to
be a playful area?” v

He also wants to know how much time
would be spent in the garden or landscape.
He checks views from the home to deter-
mine how the exterior fits with the interior.

A good garden begins at the driveway
entrance to the property, he noted.

“The plant material should lead the way
to the front door,” is how he explained the
concept.

Emphasis on the natural environment
also rates high with him.

“This for me is a real commitment,” he
said, “to try to work in harmony with na-
ture.”
In plann'}ng for each property, he asks
the client “How much time, realistically,
are you prepared to spend looking afier the
garden?”

He stressed that a garden can change its
mood very quickly if it is not attended to
properly. On the other hand some people
want low maintenance, natural style gar-
dens which would entail choice of vegeta-
tion which does not suffer too greatly from

requiring deep roots would not be suitable.
Choice of garden plants also runs along
lines which would complement the natural
vegetation, he said.

Several stages are required to come up
with a comprehensive plan, he explained.
After talking with the client, he will
measure the areas and view what is there.

“If you think about what the land is,” he
explained, “a good plan acknowledges
what it is saying.”

With measurements and site sketches,
he prepares a preliminary plan which he
discusses with the client.

“The preliminary plan incorporates my
understanding of what I've heard from the
client,” he explained.

Changes to the plan as suggested by the
client are made and decision time reached,
he said. The final plan also includes a list
of plants to be used and the location for
each aspect of the garden.

If the client wants to proceed, he can
begin work using his crew or he can sug-
gest to the client a list of workers who
would be capable of carrying out the task.

He explained how he proceeds with
client discussions by seeking “honesty of
theme.” By that he means the concept
should fit with the natural landscape of the
area.

“The theme shouldn’t destroy the in-
herent character of the property,” he said.
As an example, he noted an urban
landscape would not fit into the rural set-
ting of most of the island.

Time required to finish the task varies
according to the complexity of the plans,
he explained. If the design calls for a
simple garden and scattered flower beds,
the job would be completed quickly. Or
work can require more time -- even up to a
year or two -- if the landscaping is to be
carried out in stages as other work on the
property is completed.

Comes a time, however, when the gar-

ADVANCE DRYWALL

® Friendly service
® Texture ceilings
® No job too small

® 15 years experience
® Professional machine taping
® Free estimates

THANK YOU
Salt Spring Island...

for your patronage & support...
we enjoy working with you.

FOR PROFESSIONAL DRYWALL RESULTS CALL
ADVANCE DRYWALL
Duane Little ©ownen 537-9690

Burritt Bros.
Carpets

EXCELLENT SELECTION OF CARPETS,
VINYLS AND ORIENTAL RUGS.

KNOWLEDGEABLE ASSISTANCE
WITH SELECTION.

QUALITY SERVICE ISLANDERS HAVE
COME TO RELY ON.

GUARANTEED INSTALLATIONS.

CONTRACT PRICES FOR NEW
CONSTRUCTION.
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They’re black, brown, pink or spotted.
They’re the gardener’s nightmare, the one
pest guaranteed to turn the most committed
pacifist into Norman Schwarzkopf.

They’re slugs. And you’ve got millions
of them.

By ANNE LYON
Driftwood Contributor

If your young delphiniums have disap-
peared, leaving only a glistening trail of
slime; if you have to fine-tooth-comb your
lettuce before you dare eat it — read on.

If we have to share our planet with these
disgusting creatures, surely our superior in-
telligence enables us to get the better of
them without resorting to savagery? What
are our non-violent options?

First we must forget our anthropocentric
world view and learn to think like a slug.

In spite of their incredible success as a
species, individual slugs are fragile crea-
tures. They have no elaborate climate con-
trol systems as mammals do, and thin,
delicate skin, so they need, cool, moist sur-
roundings. Unless it’s damp and cloudy,
they want to be under things . . . things like
boards and pots in the cold frame or green-
house, or debris and overhanging foliage in
the garden. Fanatical cleanliness and fussy
housekeeping can eliminate a lot of these
hiding places.

Apart from their sex lives (you don’t
want to know that each slug is both male
and female, so it can always find a partner)
slugs live to eat. Their favourite food is
dead things . . . grapefruit rinds, compost
heaps, fermenting grass clippings, beer and
things your cat leaves lying around. Their
second favourite food is tender young
green growing plants.

So you can discourage slugs by growing
plants they don’t like. They aren’t as fussy
as deer, though, so this isn’t easy.

Grass is usually safe. They don’t like
dry-looking herbs, such as rosemary or
hvenda' or bitter alkaloids such as

They don’t bother
evergreens, fir trees or thododendrons.
And the bigger the plant is when you bring
it home, the more likely it is to grow faster
than the slugs can eat it.

But if you're seriously trying to grow
broccoli or peas or petunias, you'll need a
slug fence.

Slug fences don’t need to be seven feet
tall, but they often need maintenance. Here
are some suggestions:

= Seaweed. The combination of the salt
and the sharp bits of sand and clamshell do
seem to work for a while. If you could rig
up some protection from the rain it would
work longer, but bear in mind the slugs will
ooze up and down your clever arrange-
ments of posts and guy-wires.

» Bark mulch, especially cedar. Some
people swear by this, especially if it’s a
wide enough band the slugs get a rash on
their tender little bellies and go home to
sulk.

« Have you tried a moat? Remember,
slugs can’t swim. A six-inch trench lined
with weighted poly should do it, filled with
water or, if you're feeling generous, beer.

« For cold frames, where one seven-inch
banana slug can wipe out a season’s plan-
ning in a night, try a combination. Build
the frame on posts set in basins of water on
a bed of cedar chips, and tuck seaweed
around the boxes inside the frame.

My last guilt-free suggestion is the Slug
Relocation Program. A slug will be just as
happy if you fling it over the fence into the
neighbour’s garden. With rubber gloves,
you can pick a coffee-can full of slugs in
your garden, take them for a ride in the car,
and set them free like kittens in the woods.
Or in a warmhearted spirit of giving, leave
the can on your neighbour’s doorstep. If
she chooses to pass them on to her
neighbour’s ducks it’s morally clearly out
of your control.

But let’s be honest here. To most gar-

Simple solutions to
the slaying of slugs

deners, slugs are the enemy. Slugs are evil.
Slugs maim and murder innocent plants.
And so we kill slugs. Every gardener has a
favourite method:

Claudia says set out saucers of beer and
let them drown in it. At least they die
happy. Some say homebrew works best.

Some recommend salt. I salted a slug
once and it slowly wrinkled up, untl it
looked just like Ronald Reagan. It was

awfi

Susan Mclver of Fulford Harbour has
this advice. “I drop very large rocks on
slugs. This does positively nothing to
reduce the slug population overall, but is
psychologically very satisfying to
humans!”

Jill says gumboots are the answer. They
only work on the big slugs, though, and
must be new enough to have a sharp tread.

Stores will sell you slug poison. Don’t
buy it unless you are on irreversibly bad
terms with the neighbour’s pets. Metal-
dehyde slug bait can be fatal even to a
large dog.

Bill still remembers being impressed
when he visited his mother-in-law in Agas-
siz, where the slugs make ours look like
tourists. At dawn and dusk she’d be out in
her gumboots on slug patrol, fag hanging
from the corner of her mouth, single-min-
dedly pushing soggy leaves aside with her
battered kitchen scissors and snipping the
slugs in two.

A bonus to this last method is that slugs
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“Where the Builders Buy”

A7\ PACIFIC BUILDERS
" SUPPLIES LTD.

AT PACIFIC WE DON’T JUST
DELIVER TO YOUR SITE...

We put it where you want it!

Call the PACIFIC GROUP SALES TEAM.
We’'ll drop by your site and pick up your
plans for free estimates on building
supplies, roof trusses, engineered roof
systems, roofing & pre-hung doors.

WE CAN SERVICE YOU
LIKE NO ONE ELSE CAN!

1-800-982-3250

A MEMBER OF TIM-BR-MARTS LTD.

3730 Trans-Canada Highway, Cobble Hill
CONTRACT SALES 743-5584
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are attracted to dead slugs, so they get
easier and easier to find. A word of advice
though: don’t bring the scissors back into
the kitchen.

Don’t get your hopes up. Seasoned gar-
deners know that even constant vigilance
can only reduce but not eliminate the slug
problem.

But perhaps we’re looking at this the
wrong way. Perhaps slugs are in fact not a
problem but an opportunity.

Perhaps we're overlooking a wholesome
source of protein here! After all, slugs’
close relatives, snails, have been gourmet
escargots for centuries. And my mother
recalls as a child in England seeing a man

pick a big black leather (licorice) slug off
the forest floor and pop it whole into his
mouth.

In her unpublished work, “The Intrepid
Epicure,” between recipes for Woodbug
Croutons and Worms Vermicelli, Jane
Beard suggests:

— keeping the slugs for a day or two in
a damp bucket with cornmeal (as you
would clams) to clean out their stomachs.

— steaming them and serving them
either hot, with garlic butter, in large escar-
got shells, or cold with Caesar salad.

— the banana slugs are especially nice
in a fruit salad with a honey vinaigrette.

Good luck and bon appetit!

Ken Byron
Excavating

OUT STANDING IN HIS FIELD

BIRD’S EYE VIEW: Volun-
teer Graeme Moltby punches
exposed mails on' support
beams at Beaver Point Hall
construction project.

Springtime photo by Derrick Lundy
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Construction

® Commercial

® Residential

® New Construction

® Major & Minor Repairs

GUARANTEED
WORKMANSHIP

Call
KEN FRENCH

037-9942

Recycle
this paper.

'THE EXCITEMENT
IS BUILDING
WITH PACIFIC HOMES

“Thanks. 1 built it myself”

way.

Imagine how proud you'll feel when guests
compliment you on your new home and you reply,

You can assemble a precision-engineered Pacific
Home package with confidence, knowing that Pacific's
support system will back you up every step of the

Pacific Home packages are complete . . . right down
to the last nail. The components of each home are
manufactured in our plant and delivered to your

building site. Each package includes a complete step-by-
step do-it-yourself construction manual.

Every room in your home will reflect a meticulous
attention to detail and quality throughout.

Choose from our extensive catalogue or plan a dream
home with our designers. Whichever way you go, your
new home will make you feel proud. And every Pacific
Home is designed to give you the most value for your
dollar. With Pacific . . . The excitement is building!

Ll R

* Septic Tanks & Drainage Systems
* House Excavations

% Drveways 44\ PACIFIC HOMES
:gr{:ﬁ‘:"}agys \vTHE P;IABLE ALTB!NATIV.B

3730 Trans-Canada Hwy., Cobble Hill, B.C. VOR 1LO
Tel: 1-800-982-3250 @ Fax (604) 743-5547

537-2882

or
20079-62nd Avenue, Langley, B.C. Y3A 5E6



Some spruce-up jobs

needed prior to sale

Finding a realtor, naming the price, and
hammering a “For Sale” sign into the front
lawn are only the first of several steps in
selling a home.

As Century 21 principle agent Mary
Small points out, “a potential buyer’s first
impact is emotional” when he or she views
a house. Therefore, it’s important the seller
has done everything to make that emotional
impact a positive one.

R R T T R S ST
The exterior of a house is
very important. Some people
can see through the clutter,
but others see junk as
indicative of an uncared-for

home.
eSS - - -

Before a house is even put on the
market, the owner should attend to a
variety of “spruce-up” tasks and minor (or
major) repair jobs.

“The exterior is very important,” Small
says. Some people can see through the clut-
ter, she adds, but others see junk as indica-
tive of an uncared-for home.

“If you see a yard cluttered with broken
bicycles, broken vehicles and other junk, it
can be a good indication of what the whole
place is like. It’s likely the furnace hasn’t
been serviced, for example.”

Potential buyers are generally attracted
to a tidy yard — mow and rake the lawn,
clean up garden refuse and store any gar-
bage or junk well out of sight.

Freshly painted trim, and repaired,
clean-looking fences improve the home’s
exterior appearance.

Small says, “We don’t encourage spend-
ing a lot of money on decorating, because
decorating is such a personal thing. You
could spend a lot of money re-doing the in-
side of a house and the buyer would just
want to change it all.

“The emphasis is on tidiness and clean-
liness.”

Some sellers may want to tackle a few
major repair jobs before placing their house
on the market. Small says rotten railings or
stairs should be replaced. Basement leaks
should be corrected; eavestroughs should
be clean and functional.

Buyers are often very concerned about
roofs and chimneys: repairs can be onerous
and expensive. Serious purchasers will
look to see if the roof will need repairing in
the immediate future, and if it has been

SIMON HENSON

Landscape Designer

i i
” €is

® Planning and consulting for
gardens and landscapes

® New sites or existing gardens

® English training and
experience

® Qualified, professional
service

SKY VALLEY
DESIGNS

“Working unth the

natural environment’’
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patched or redone in the past.

Chimneys can be re-pointed and
recapped to improve their appearance.

Home owners can become blind to
many small “areas of need” in their homes
which viewers will note right away.

Small advises sellers to clean windows,
removing any mildew along the frames.
Mildew can be a major problem in rooms
where windows are infrequently opened.
Remove broken or dirty screens on doors
or windows, rather than show them to the
viewer, who may consider them indicative
of other uncared-for aspects of the home.

Those with hot-air furmmaces should
vacuum any dirt and dust that has collected
in the floor grills. Records of furnace ser-
vicing should be available for scrutiny by a
potential buyer.

Something as easy as cleaning light
switches can improve the room’s ap-
pearance, Small adds. Any finger prints on
glass and woodwork should be removed.

“One of the worst things is showing a
house with low voltage light bulbs,” Small
says, adding that a brighter bulb will aug-
ment the entire look of a room.

Sellers who have tenants living in their
house cannot always count on tidy presen-
tations of their home to potential buyers.
These houses are usually priced according-
ly, Small says: sellers have the option of
lowering the sale price and obtaining rental
revenue, or making sure the house is in top
form and receiving a higher price for it.

Some people actually look to buy these
types of houses, counting on “sweat-equi-
ty” to make them pay. People may inten-
tionally buy a rundown home at a lower
price, fix it up themselves, and sell it for
more money.

At the other end of the scale, Small
warns home sellers not to create an uncom-
fortable feeling in their house by “over-
cleaning.”

“I’ve actually had people say to me this
house is too pristine, we couldn’t live up to
"

Small advises owners of these homes to
leave the laundry or something out to give
the house a more “homey” atmosphere.

one call does i all
537-9933
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HOLLINGS

TRUCKING, TOPSOIL,
GRAVEL & SAND

693-4634

501 Musgrave Road
Fulford Harbour, B.C. VOS 1CO

e Over 10,000 Plants

e Demonstration Gardens
e Discount Pricing

e Design Service

+he
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177 Vesuvius Bay Rd.
537-9995

Over 100 varieties of rhododendrons
bamboos fragrantplants kalmias
dry area plants hostas ground covers

Catalog available

Open March-November
Wed.-Sun. 12-5

The living room of Mrs. Odette McCaffrey,
Brinkworthy Place, Ganges

The soothing and refreshing atmosphere of this living room begins with
mushroom carpeting to enhance the off-white walls and loveseat. Mrs.
McCaffrey was assisted by Valerie Mackey of Islander Drapery in choosing
Rosedust venetian blinds which repeat the dusty rose accents in the upholstered
furniture. They framed the windows in coffee-coloured draperies and valances
shirred on double valance rods. The draperies are caught with shirred tiebacks for
the finishing touch.

Valerie would be pleased to assist you with your special room.

| SLANDERE)RAPERY

GRACE POINT SQUARE
537-5837

Custom Draperies ® Blinds ® Bedspreads ® Wallpaper

“HOME FINISHES YOU CAN COUNT ON"

WOODSHIELD®
SEMI-TRANSPARENT

STAIN

Enhances the grain of new *
wood outside or inside. Can
be used on properly prepared
decks. Reg. $22.99.

OR
WOODSHIELD®
SOLID COLOUR

STAIN

Hides the grain but enhances
the natural wood texture.
Wide range of ready-mix and |
custom colours. Reg. $26.99.

8 each

4 litre tin

PRICES
IN EFFECT
UNTIL
JUNE 30/91

40% OFF

wonermon LATEX PAINT

Ideal for walls or trim. Quick
and easy clean-up with soap
and water. Available in white.
4 litre.

LATEX FLAT

1848-503-2#

1 1 99 4 litre tin
Reg. $22.99

LATEX SEMI-GLOSS

1848-601-2#

5 99 4 litre tin
Reg. $26.99

hardware
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fireplace at Beaver Point Hall.

FIREPLACE CONSTRUCTION: Paul Hart works on the ‘Rumford

Springtime photo by Derrick Lundy

18th century fireplace

For a traditional source of beat

Renovations at Beaver Point Hall have
been underway all winter and are now
nearing completion. A major part of that
work centres around an 18th-century Rum-
ford fireplace.

By GEORGE CLOGG
Guest Columnist

Count Rumford was a soldier, states-
man, scientist and man of letters, He is best
remembered as one of the fathers of ther-
modynamics. As a scientist he was fas-
cinated by light and heat, and was the first
researcher to recognize the existence of
radiant heat and light.

The traditional source of heat in the late
18th century in Europe and North America
was the fireplace. Rumford was bothered
by the inefficiency and smokiness of this
household fixture and set about to design
the unique and now renowned Rumford
fireplace.

Beaver Point Hall Community Commit-
tee carried out some detailed detective
work and traced down plans to enable
bricklayer Ray Shergold, formerly of
Southampton, England and resident of
Canada for 10 years, to build the compli-
cated brick edifice.

Shergold rates his experience mathe-
matically. “Add it up for yourself. If a
brick measures eight inches, and I estimate
I have laid 2,160,000 bricks during my
career, then end to end they would stretch
272 miles. Stack them above each other

EXCAVATING

MARK HUGHES

Farm & Tractor
Services

* LANDSCAPING
* BRUSHCUTTING
* FARMSCAPING
* ROCK RAKING & PICKING
* COMPACT EXCAVATOR
* FENCING
* PASTURE RENOVATIONS
* AERATION
* HAYING & SALES

C.4 Stewart Rd.
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and the bricks would equal a chimney 102
miles high.”

For Beaver Point Hall, Shergold worked
week after week, cutting bricks according
to the ancient formula. Experts 200 years
ago claimed that fireplaces had eamed a
reputation for wasting energy, sucking heat
out of the house when the grate was cold
and returning little warmth to the room.

Many people building on the Guif Is-
lands today are introducing the fireplace
back into their homes. It is becoming a new
vogue in comfortable living.

However, it needs to be built by a
mason who really knows how to follow the
rules. That of course applies to any
fireplace.

Human attraction to fire initially was
more physical than romantic. Intent on get-
ting maximum heat from the flame, our an-
cestors built their fires smack in the middle
of a cave where it was convenient for cook-
ing.

RUMFORD FIREPLACE B19

SALT SPRING ISLAND TRADERS & OLDE TYME KITCHENS

Your True Furniture & Appliance Clearance Centre

EVERYTHING YOU WANT IN A
FURNITURE & APPLIANCE STORE

Bedroom Suites, Kitchen & Dining Room Suites, R A
TV’s, Appliances, Stereos, Phones, Artwork,

P Silk Plants & Flowers, Specialty Oak Dept.,
P 3 Smoke Detectors, Flashlights and
the island’s largest selection of Clocks!

Name
Address
| i 4 Tel.
PREFABRICATED DO-IT-YOURSELF
PACKAGES OR USE OUR Bldg. Loc

‘\“ 1) |

With over 16 years ex- ki
perience on the Gulf
Islands | will work with
you to steer your project
from idea to realty
Projects may vary from
simple additions and
renovations to new
houses and commercial
development. Full
personal service IS
provided with free initial
consultation

Jonathan P.M. Yardley

Dip.Arch.(Birm.)]MAIBC, MRAIC, RIBA

p.o. box 960, ganges, b.c.
tet 537-2831 fax 537-9931

office located at 105 rainbow road

columbia

member of the architectural institute of british

DOUBLE'S' CEDAR HOMES

MANUFACTUHER OF QUALITY CEDAR HOMES

Write for free
brochure or send
$4.00 for catalogue:

ERECTION CREWS
SALES & SHOW HOME:

Double ‘S’
Prefab Homes

14771C-64 Ave.
Surrey, B.C. V3S 1X6

(604) 594-1777

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30 Sat.-Sun. 10-4

ON VANCOUVER ISLAND:

Tom & Ruth
Watt

Sales Manager, The Island

CALL TOLL FREE:
1-978-5835

Furniture & Appliance
Clearance Centre

1 MON.-THURS. 10 AM-5 PM
FRI. 10 AM-8 PM
SAT. 10 AM-5 PM

beside BOW WOW & CO., SPORTS

TERRY OWEN

IN.
mancln :
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EFFICIENT HEAT SOURCE: Mason Ray Shergold puts finishing touches on Rumford chimney at Beaver Point Hall.
The Rumford is a traditional and highly efficient fireplace.

Springtime photo by Derrick Lundy

RUMFORD FIREPLACE

From Page B18

The first Beaver Point Hall Community
Centre was, ironically, bumed to the
ground in 1936, after a family feud. A

_member of the feuding family set it afire to
get his vengeance. Then he hung himself.

But the determined Beaver Point arca

* residents rallied to build again, raising
money for materials by holding dances and
other means. Times were not easy but their
biggest asset was their community attitude.

Gwen Ruckle, 59, who was bom at
Ruckle Farm, recalled: “Residents from
miles around built their lives on com-
munity help they gave each other. Their
comradely spirit involved men, women and
children. Back 54 years ago there existed a
great feeling of pride and joy, helping each
other.

“For instance, I can remember Beaver
Point Community Hall being painted in
1936. There were at least 18 to 20 families
living around. Men who could get to the
top with their paint brushes mastered that
section, others the middle. The not so tall
and able brushed away further toward the
bottom.”

e
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Painted battleship grey, the hall was
refinished in one day.

There are few left who witnessed the
grand opening of the new Beaver Point
Hall but it remains a poignant memory in
the minds of a few.

Construction of the Rumsford fireplace
which is being faced with specially-
donated stone is just one more project in
the continuing upgrading of Beaver Point
Hall

Refurbishing the hall will be an on-
going affair, says committee member
James Fogarty. In spite of generous help al-
ready given, further cash is needed to fur-
nish two rooms and replace the kitchen
among other things.

To date $30,000 has been awarded by
the Capital Regional District Windfall
Fund, enabling immediate improvements to
be carried out while a further $20,000 has
been awarded by the B.C. Lotteries Fund.
The hall association pledged $5,000 raised
through hall rental, staging the popular
Bean Supper, the Christmas Craft Fair and
numerous other events. Other public-

i :
Unicorn Construction
CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS

1 B \
7 ’I, /! ' .

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Renovations - Remodelling - Repairs
Foundations - Framing - Finishing

Specialists in Sundecks & Sunrooms

Unicorn Painting & Decorating

SERVICE TO ALL L]

spirited organizations have also donated
funds.

Fogarty aptly evaluated the outlook of
the area that refuses to look dowdy:

“Our spirits fly like a bird. Hopefully,
our almost indestructible community spirit
will live on and on.”

. To get superior results withs less time and
% offort, you need the right teol. When it
comes to maintaining a beautiul lawn,
i toot is a Snapper Hi-Vac” And now, all
our durable mowers have been restyled for
mifort and better looks that will last. Snapper's
superior features include: I A lifetime limited war-

NEISER'S

Now Open!

S.S.IL.
MINI
STORAGE

Clean, safe
storage that’s
convenient and
economical!

FEATURING:

O Electronic Access
O Electronic Security
Monitoring
O Climate Controlled
O One-level Loading

O Various Sizes
O Document Storage

Legally zoned & insurable
SAFER...than
someone’s old barn!

Call to reserve your space:

337-9222

e I SALE ',‘
(push model) until June 1, 1991,
Reg. $539.00. 3.5 hp Briggs &
! Stratton engine,

rear bagger
Model 21357-B

ranty on the mowing deck. Ask for details. 8 Our pat-
ented Hi-Vac™ mowing system that now can vacuum
clippings into a disposabie plastic bag liner. W On-the-
through 6 forward speeds to malch mowing
3. Ml A complete line of optional accessories
rything from muiching, to shredding fall
to de-thatching.

Now 2 locations to serve you better:

134 Fourth St.,

Fo

rest & Garden

DUNCAN
746-4232

LAKE COWICHAN
« 749-6033
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House "hot buttons”

Popular selling features identified

Individuals looking to upgrade or
renovate their homes with an eye to a fu-
ture sale might want to consider “hot but-
tons” — or special features that could
trigger the 1990s home-buyer to make the
sale.

A new U.S. survey of 1,737 active
home-shoppers provides some interesting
facts.

Selecting
a security
system

How much is enough security for your
cottage? That’s a difficult, often subjective,
question to answer. It is bad enough trying
to come to grips with security at one’s prin-
ciple residence.

Location is the realtor’s cry when deter-
mining property value. It is relevant when
considering security. If your cabin is on a
remote, nearly inaccessible lake with few
neighbours, theft is less likely than if it is
easily reached.

But this is not always the case:
proximity to other cottagers, for example,
can be your best security. Neighbourhood
Watch programs work well. Why? Because
people have a shared interest in protecting
their community, for looking out for one
another.

Of course, traditional rural and cottage
communities have an informal Neighbour-
hood Watch. If you know you’re going to
be away three weekends in a row during
the summer season, let your neighbour
know. And, if you get a newspaper or mail
delivery, make sure someone picks it up for
you. Don’t advertise your absence.

If you are not at the cottage for months
on end, is there a local resident who would
keep an eye on your property? Perhaps all
the cottagers in your area would band
together and offer him or her some
monetary compensation for this obligation.
After all, it is a responsibility, and as an oc-
casional resident you do not want to be-
come an imposition to local residents.
Think about your possessions. Do you want
to fill your cottage with Canadiana anti-
ques? Or, do you want to furnish it with
comfy, less expensive furniture and
second-hand appliances that, if stolen, you
are not going to miss with the same sense
of aching loss?

The above pointers relate to life style is-
sues. You alone can answer the question of
what you expect out of cottage life, how
often you will be there, what degree of
comfort you expect.

Analyzing your expectations is a good
start when considering how much money
you want to spend on an alarm or other
security system. After all, if you have a
rustic, “bare-bones” hunting retreat,
security is not necessarily as important as if
your cabin is a summer/winter regular
retreat complete with the comforts and con-
veniences of televisions, dishwashers,
stereos, antiques and so on.

If you opt for security systems, study the
market before you buy. If your cottage
doesn’t have electricity your selection is
restricted, but you can consider battery-
operated systems. Check the voltage re-
quirements — will the alarm operate on
your car battery?

Many ultrasound, infrared and
microwave systems are on the market that
can proiect the area around your property.
If the beam is interrupted, an alarm sounds.
It is possible to install such systems your-
self. But be forewamned that wise place-
ment and angle of the beam is critical. Any
moving object can trigger the alarm: cats,
raccoons and deer are as likely candidates
as any human intruder.

The survey, conducted for Builder
magazine by Fulton Research, asked shop-
pers to rank the desirability of a new
home’s features from one to five, with five
being the most desirable. Any feature scor-
ing three or higher is considered a “hot but-
ton," the magazine says.

Here are the results:

* Windows

The hottest hot button of all was double-
pane windows, with a score of 4.17.

Also popular were bay windows and
specially shaped windows.

« Qutdoors

A rear deck or patio was ranked at 4.12,
a very high score.

Also popular were exterior lighting,
upgraded landscaping and backyard fenc-
ing.

« Interiors

The highest-ranked features were a
wood-bumning fireplace (3.84), French

SURVEY RESULTS B21

. D. A. SMITH
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Serving Salt Spring Island for 19 years

NEW HOMES — ADDITIONS
RENOVATIONS — FRAMING

Large or small jobs, contract or hourly.

Call DES SMITH - 537-9036
Box 1026, Ganges, B.C. V0S 1E0
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DOORS
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DOORS, ELECTRIC OPENERS

AND ACCESSORIES.

SALESINSTALLATIONeSERVICE

QUALITY PRODUCTS

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATIONS
DEPENDABLE SERVICE
EXCELLENT GUARANTEE

ASK FOR A TEDFORD DOOR!

27-681

ATTENTI
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ON ISLAND CUSTOMERS:

| CASH & CARRY!
Or ask for installed price—call collect!

CAILL FOR A FRFEF ESTIMATE
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PREPARATION: John-Marc Billaud trowels cement footing in prepara-
on for decking which is added on once the cement has cured (24-hours). Bil-
laud is seen working at Beaver Point Hall. Springtime photo by Derrick Lundy

SURVEY RESULTS

From Page B20

doors; panelled interior doors, built-in
shelving and ceiling molding.

= Kitchens

The most popular features were a walk-
in pantry (3.91), island work area, match-
ing appliances and cabinet fronts, slide out
trays and ceramic tile floors.

= Master bathroom

This room has the longest list of
desirable features: two sinks (4.12),
separate shower (4.11), ceramic tile tub,
private toilet, ceramic tile floor, upgraded
fixtures, whirlpool tub and dressing-
makeup area.

One section of the survey asked shop-

pers where they wanted to add space to a
new home they considered adequate.

The answers showed a desire for a big-
ger family room (39 per cent), master
bedroom (20 per cent) and kitchen (15 per
cent). Very few people would add space to
the master bathroom (five per cent) or
dining room (two per cent).

The survey also asked about optional
rooms that add to a house’s cost. The
highest ranked extra was a sun room,
favoured by 38 per cent of shoppers. The
lowest was a media room, attracting only
seven per cent.

WinDoW

31107 PEARDONVILLE ROAD, CLEARBROOK, B.C.
854-3100 VANCOUVER 525-9150

At Clearbrook Window Industries Ltd. we design and manufacture
wood windows using only quality clear wood.

® Traditional ® Bows ® Bays ® Round Tops ® Octagons
® Multiilites ® Venetian Blind Series ® Patio Sliders

~Our name is highly respected in the manufacturing industry for
quality; design and integrity.

We believe that there is no economic substitute for quality, and
while all of our products reflect this belief, our prices remain very
competitive.

FOR SERVICE IN THE GULF ISLANDS
PLEASE CALL YOUR AREA SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Dave McCauley
Office 655-4648 Fax 655-4648 Home 656-8190

9771-4th St., Sidney, B.C. V8L 2Y0

WE'VE MADE FAMOUS MAKER
BLINDS LOOK EVEN BETTER.

ONLY 3¢ PER SQUARE INCH.

To determine the cost of our ‘Famous Maker’
venetian blinds, multiply the number of
inches across the top of your window frame
by the number of inches down the side. Then
simply multiply this number by 3 cents.

ONLY $1.79 PER LINEAR INCH.

To determine the cost of our ‘Famous Maker’
vertical blinds, simply multiply the number
of inches across the top of your window by
$1.79. It will be a lot less than you imagined]

SHOP AT HOME SERVICE — JUST
CALL WE'LL GLADLY BRING
SAMPLES TO YOUR HOME

WORRY FREE
wnmnnmr

wiNDOW COVERINGS

DECORATING CONSULTATION
BY QUR HIGHLY TRAINED
REPRESENTATIVES

UNITED CAI'-'IPET

SIDNEY — 103-9810 7th Avenue
i 655-4858 S Ty Tudars

mapTo 4]
UNITED
CARPET % £

o) ~

- wae ut] _Boacon Avl

) =

i Shaun Adams

CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL BUILDER

537-4079

ANY PROJECT—SMALL OR LARGE
FULLY EXPERIENCED IN ALLTYPES OF CONSTRUCTION |

e Custom Homes e Major Additions & Renovations
* Complete Project Management

¢ Specializing in artistically unique homes with all the advantages
of latest technology, energy efficiency & comfort .
¢ Expert in finding solutions for problem building sites, unusual
situations, and personal wishes.
® Contacts with talented artisans of all kinds to provide a unique
“island"” look.
e Quality of construction has been rated excellent by independent
appraisers.
L BN NN N
® Complete construction—bare lot to moving day
e Lot analysis & development
® Design and co-ordination of permits and inspections
e Financing assistance and budget development
e Complete subtrade supervision
® Computerized cost-control

Phone or write for a prompt response, including resume, excellent local
references, contract samples, cost control program information and project
portfolio (friendly country cottages, executive estate homes and everything in
between ).
(R N N N B N ]
CERTIFIED REP — R2000/QUALITY PLUS PROGRAM
MEMBER—VICTORIA HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOC.
FIVE YEAR STRUCTURAL WARRANTY
L N I B N N
See our show home at 170 Highwood Place
(off Upper Ganges Road)
Excellence in style, construction and energy efficiency
designed and built by Shaun Adams, president,

DIVERSIONS ENTERPRISES LTD.

P.O. Box 1523 ¢ Ganges, B.C. ® V0S 1E0
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O’DONNELL: “I have always wanted to put one
up and utilize it here,” says Tim O’Donnell, standing
in front of his completely self-contained windmill.

The island resident took different car and truck
parts, integrating them with an old set of blades from
an early 1930s windmill. The old windmill was used
for pumping water on Salt Spring.

O’Donnell transformed the pumped water system
into a generator drive which produces 12 volts (27
amps) stored into batteries. He uses the windmill at a
summer cottage, enjoying his efforts in Fulford Har-
bour.

| 1

RUDD: Islander Warren Rudd is pictured here
with his brand new Wind Seeker II. Rudd sought an
alternate method of producing electricity after he
discovered the high cost of bringing hydro to his Mt.
Maxwell home.

The Wind Seeker II produces 350 watts of
electricity which charges 12 volt batteries and goes
through an inverter, converting it to normal
household power.

Rudd also uses solar panels and a propane gener-
ator to be self-sufficient and minimize his impact on
the environment.

SPURRILL: Bill Spur-
rill says he has “always
wanted to” operate a
windmill, since he wused
horses to erect an earlier
version in 1925.

This one is a “monitor”
made in 1909 by the J.
Baker Manufacturing Co.
It was used to water about
200 head of stock in
southern Manitoba. Bill
brought it to Salt Spring
about five years ago and
set it up on his property.

He has since modified it
into a force pump to fill a
cistern which waters his
garden.

BLOWIN’ IN THE WIND

Springtime photo feature by Derrick Lundy

McGEE: Ralph McGee
has fashioned this
airplane propeller to the
power take-off on his old
tractor. Even though the
wind doesn’t propel this
unit, Ralph uses this to
force air on wet burn piles
of sawdust and scrap
wood.

|
On the corner of At-
kins and Lower Ganges
roads, nestled among the
blackberries and an old
orchard, sits this rusty
double-geared “ideal”
windmill made in
Brantford, Ontario. It
awaits a transformation
to bring it back to a life of
blowing in the wind.
[ ]
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Basic
tools LIVE IN GULF ISLAND STYLE

needed

Each home should not be without a few Wihethiel, you te building or :

bacie tauls. redecorating, you'll love the selection
Home repairs can be handled easier if and friendly service at Island

proper tools are available. Tightening a Furniture Mart.

door knob, for instance, with a kitchen

knife can create frustration. Our bedroom furnishings, dining room

2 A‘S’Olbox'}dl)“g’ld l!‘dimlsgglk":l’ suites, living room sectionals, lamps
cm 1n one pilace. Lonsider a m ver- . .

sion about4812:enlimelres (19 inches) long. and s make it easy for you
Buy a hammer. Try out several in the to furnish your home.

store to see which one feels right. Ham- :

mers .come with wooden. cast iron or We z:nlso offer_a full selection of

forged steel. A 16-ounce weight will do quality G.E. fridges, ranges, /'\

just fine for most carpentry tasks. dishwashers, microwaves,
Add screwdrivers to the tool box. Look washers and dryers.

for good quality steel in the screwdrivers

and obtain several types to cover different

screw heads. Use a cheaper version for -
such taskiist et 4. the B HE Rk Come in and see us today!

can.
e e e e WE DELIVER TO THE GULF ISLANDS ‘
most w:ork in‘volving _nuts anfi bolts or : :

N ey et aern ol A FAMILY BUSINESS IN SIDNEY FOR 32 YEARS

porething in place or for use in tightening i g ADES WELCOME—FINANCING AVAILABLE—O.A.C.— FREE DELIVERY

Mibstetidepedwil BEAUTY — QUALITY — VALUE Where else but ...

el [SLAND FURNITURE MART

pm:;ostzpe bl Re kol 2513 Beacon Avenue, Sidney  won-sarsamweem  656-3724 656-3032 = o

knife and sandpaper come in
handy and are sorely missed if not avail-
able. Don’t forget to obtain an assortment
of nails, screws, tacks as well as nuts and

e o w e« YOUr HOME . . . @ valuable asset!

plunger.

GANGES STORE HAm
Morsu: ;
on.-rri.
@w

SIDNS;E!LTORE Sales Office & Paint Store 537-4978 804 Fulford-Ganges Rd. NO ORDER TOO SMALL!

Mon.-sat. CALL TODAY! Our 5374067 Mark will arrange your LANE GROMME,

7:30-5:30 toll-free phone number is

Save on easy-to-assemble Garage/Workshop

Increase your home’s value with one of our i lB 2
SvY @
easy-to-assemble workshop or garage s e :

packages! 2 popular sizes to choose from. % %‘//, B
Our packages include all materials needed & mEE
i i e
UUM | o ===

to lock-up stage: wall framing, wall | : &
sheathing, roof trusses, roof sheathing, ;‘] = e s =

prompt delivery to Salt Spring. Store Manager

(’*\/\
| d',\/

asphalt roof shingles, two 30”x30" fixed £ —e—— ke
single glazed windows, 1 exterior entry : S

door, lockset #501, roll-up steel garage 2

QOor, so_ffits, 1x6 fascia, nails, assembly ADDED BONUS

Instructions. 3/4" x 8" bevel cedar SUBURBAN SIDING
NOTE: Designed for assembly on slab floor, for only 38¢ a square foot extra!

not included. Call Lane at 537-4978 today.

'x 24 4'x 26’

2789 | 3298

Includes 6% PST, 7% GST Includes 6% PST, 7% GST
and delivery and delivery

$

FROM
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Facelift can make furniture as good as new

There may be a beautiful piece of furni-
ture hiding beneath that ugly bookcase or
table in your basement. If it’s structurally
sound, all it may need is a facelift, accord-
ing to furniture experts.

Here are some tips from them to make
refinishing easier and more successful:

« Identify the finish. Varnish, lacquer
and shellac should be removed by a dif-
ferent process than that used for removing
paint and polyurethane. All-purpose strip-
pers often are harsh and can strip the
beautiful natural colour of wood.

To identify a finish touch a spot of the
finish with a cotton ball dampened with
nail polish remover. If the cotton sticks or
softens the finish, it’s lacquer or shellac. If
there’s no effect, it’s polyurethane.

» Pick the right product. Avoid products
that have a water base or require a water

rinse. Water can damage wood.

= Read all instructions thoroughly before
starting. Follow the recommendations.

« Protect decorative trim. Cover mirrors,
glass, leather insets, stencils and other em-
bellishments with heavy-duty plastic, cut to
fit and secure with masking tape.

= To remove vamish, lacquer or shellac,
use a furniture refinisher.

* Work on one area at a time. Apply
refinisher with fine steel wool or a finish-
removal pad. Work in a small area, about
the size of a dinner plate, and stay with it
until the finish is completely dissolved.

« Work from the top down to prevent
old finish from running on to clean areas as
it dissolves.

«For paint or polyurethane, choose a
paint remover; the heavier the can, the
more effective the product.

your pocketbook.

Determine various needs
before buying furniture

You probably won’t shop for upholstered furniture often, so when you do,
shop wisely. Chances are, it’s a big purchase and will put a significant dent in

There are a number of things to consider before you shop:
* Measure: be sure to measure the area in which you plan to put the furniture.

If it’s an easy chair you intend to buy, measure the exact area where you plan to
put it. If it’s a recliner, extra room might be needed. Take the measurements and
a measuring tape when you shop. Also, measure doorways or sliding-door
entrances. Some people buy furnishings and then find they won’t fit through the
door.

» Match: If you intend to maich other fabric such as window coverings or
other furniture, take a piece of the fabric with you. If fabric isn’t available,
photograph the furnishing.

Now that you’ve done the planning, it’s time to shop. Here are a few sugges-
tions to make it a little easier.

» Compare: If you don’t have a specific store in mind, check newspaper and
advertising supplements for sales.

» Take notes. Carry a notebook if you’re shopping many stores. You might
think you’ll remember, but about the time you’ve visited your tenth store, what
you’ve already looked at will become a blur.

« Try it: Don’t be afraid to “try out” upholstered furniture. Sit, lounge, lie.
See if it fits you.

* Do your homework: It helps to know a little about what’s under all that nice
upholstery.

For example, upholstered furniture is made in three parts: the frame, the fill-
ing for cushions, and the outer fabric.

= Ask questions: Sales clerks are there to help and inform you.

» Flammability: Check whether the furniture is flame-retardant. Many people
lose their lives when they fall asleep, letting their cigarette fall and ignite furni-
ture.

« Delivery: Be sure to ask about delivery unless you have your truck outside
and don’t mind some heavy lifting.

Commitment
is the priceless

ingredient!

ANDRE b37-2156
GRAHAM 537-5378

RR 3, 130 Blain Rd.

= Paint removers work best when the
temperature is 65 to 85 degrees F (18 to 30
C).

= Stroke in one direction. Don’t use a
painting motion to apply paint remover. Do
not touch the surface until all the bubbling
action stops.

e If heavy paint spots remain, don’t

scrape or try to dig them out. You'll
damage the wood. Apply more remover.

= To get paint out of wood grain or carv-
ings, use a genuine brass brush and work in
one direction.

= After removing paint, immediately
wash the wood with paint remover wash on
steel wool.

Cor-Pro Construction
CUSTOM HOMES

— ALL HOME IMPROVEMENTS —
— FREE ESTIMATES —
— QUALITY WORK —
— QUALIFIED JOURNEYMAN CARPENTERS —

JOHN
537-4996

CALL

NEIL
537-9994

Mobile Phone 1-727-1570

SEARS

INSTALLED
» —~ROOFING

SERVICE

Because of the number of Salt Spring Island
residents that are SEARS customers, our Home
Improvements Department would like to extend
to you our Guaranteed Installed Roofing Services.
Phone collect for further information to

595-1513
SEARS

your money's worth...and more
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UEST
Masonry

CUSTOM BRICK
& BLOCK WORK

RUMFORD
FIREPLACE
SPECIALIST

Reliable & Professional
Tradesman

Ray
537-4729

CONSTRUCTION: Island contractor Steve
LaFortune (above) uses a cross-cut saw to cut a
piece of siding for an outside covering at a
Reginald Hill job site. At side, volunteer worker
Doug Motherwell donates time at Beaver Point
Hall renovation site. Springtime photos by Derrick Lundy

Kravenhoff Renovations Ltd.

“What your mind can conceive,
our hands can create.”

ATTENTION TO DETAIL

CHERUB CHOIR
oS ) G ® B RNE D

gas\ S5 . “Interiors” “We enjoy a challenge
e{ countr_?/ furnhxshmgs,srcr]ing silver ALSO: KITCHENS - BATHS - SUNDECKS
antique linens & lace, china, GARAGES - STUDIOS - GAZEBOS
faux finish furniture
9375030 I Rk MEROR - 537-9355

Iower mouyat-s mall Jﬁ’ﬁbought & solddeas
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Recycle material into
tools for the workshop

Do-it-yourselfers can do a good turn for
the environment and their bank accounts by
giving useful second lives to some
materials that normally go into trash cans.

These are examples of things that can be
recycled for home maintenance or
workshop purposes:

* Flexible plastic foam

Sheets or strips of this rubbery foam
make excellent throwaway applicators for
putting on many types of finishes, includ-
ing water repellents for decks and outdoor
furniture, stains and paints.

The foam sometimes is used in packing
and also can be recovered from some old
chair pads and pillows. Foam about an inch
thick is best, but thicker material usually
can be cut to usable sizes.

To make an applicator pad, cut a small
square or rectangle for the base from a
scrap of 3/8-inch or 1/2-inch plywood. Nail
a scrap of 3/4-inch wood to the top of the
base to serve as a handle. Cut a piece of
foam to match the pad base, with an extra
1.5 inches at each of two opposite ends.
Fold the ends of the foam over the base and
tack or staple the ends in place on the
base’s top side.

When the foam becomes worn, tear it
off and apply a new layer.

To make a brush, use a rectangular
piece of plywood or cut it in the shape of a
brush handle. Cut a piece of foam and fold
it over the end of the handle, stapling on
both sides. The brushes are especially
handy for touch-up work.

« Rigid plastic foam

Chunks of thick, white, rigid foam often

are used in packing, especially with
electronic equipment. The foam makes fine
benchtop holders or protective sheaths for
sharp tools such as wood chisels, knives,
awls, drill bits and screwdrivers. Push each
tool into the foam to make a custom pock-
eL

= Other salvage

Large plastic bags, including trash bags,
make good drop-cloths to catch paint drips
and spills and can be used over and over.
The best drop cloths: packing envelopes for
a mattress and box spring.

Slit open the sides of bags to make large
sheets. The thicker the plastic, the better,
because it is less prone to blow around in a
breeze when used outdoors.

Cardboard boxes, especially large ones,
can be cut into pieces and the panels put to
many good uses, including drip catchers for
painting. Put a sheet of cardboard under the
oil pan when changing the oil in a car or
lawn mower — it invariably ends up
stained with oil that would otherwise be on
the driveway or lawn. :

Also, put a cardboard sheet in' the trunk
of a car when hauling material that could
stain or soil the carpet.

= Plastic bottles

Large plastic soft-drink bottles with
reinforced bottoms can be converted to
first-rate containers for nails, screws or
small parts. Use a sharp utility knife to cut
off the reinforced bottom and discard the
top portion.

The bowl-like bottoms have smooth,
half-sphere interiors that make it easy to
scoop out even the tiniest objects.

Tips for long-lasting brushes

Even inexpensive brushes and rollers
will last years with proper use, cleaning
and storage.

Choosing the right brush or roller is also
important.

Natural-bristle brushes, traditionally
considered the best by professional
painters, have many excellent qualities,
particularly springiness.

But they are expensive and should be
used only with oil or alkyd-base paint or
other solvent-thinned finishes, none of
which contain water.

If used with latex-based paint, which
contains water, or water-based stain, the
bristles absorb moisture and become limp.
Also, water-based pigment enters the
bristles and makes them hard to clean.

Synthetic brushes — nylon and
polyester — are not absorbent and can be
used with all types of paint and finish.

TOM
VOLQUARDSEN

“Established 1967”

537-5188

P.O. Box
385
Ganges,
B.C.
VOS 1E0

Wallpapering
&

| | TR @ yg® v

“High-quality synthetic brushes can
produce results rivalling those having
natural bristles and they cost much less.

When buying rollers for use with water-
based material, choose those with cores
made of plastic or plastic-coated cardboard
to repel moisture and prolong their life.

For applying solvent-based material,
consider using inexpensive rollers with an
unprotected cardboard core: .

; - PAINT BRUSHES B27

* Seniors Discount

HOME SAVERS
EST CONTROL

Specialists in
Carpenter Ant, Flea,
Insect and Rodent Control

479-4512

proudly serving the Gulf Islands

10% Discount with this ad!

- DRYWALL

SALT SPRING INTERIORS

Serving only the Gulf Islands for 17 years

RENOVATIONS OR NEW
RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL

IZ/Drywallin‘g with machines
[jlnsulating and vapour barriers
[Z/Texture ceilings and walls
Vinyl board and steel studding
IZ/Primin_g of wallboard

FREE ESTIMATES/

Phone Box 476
537-2590 <
B.C.

Brian
Little

ISLAND
SAVINGS

We can lend a hand...

Jack Davidson

...with a home improvement loan.

David Indge

Jewel Eldstrom

Our flexible loans and mortgages allow you to design
a home improvement loan to fit your specific needs.
Talk to us today!

W i v NS i S e ™A~~~ =y E=EOMN
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TOUCH-UP: Painters Ron
Cooke (left) and Katharine Har-
ris give special care and atten-
tion to this painting job. Tips on
maintaining paint brushes and
rollers found below.

Springtime photo by Derrick Lundy

PAINT BRUSHES

From Page B26

Cardboard is not softened by solvent-
based solutions, and since rollers lined with
cardboard are so inexpensive, it is better to
just throw them away.

Dipping a paint brush properly will
prolong its life by making it easier to clean:
dip the brush into the paint or other sub-
stance no more than half the length of the
bristles.

When brushing, avoid splaying the
bristles greatly, which can cause the brush
to lose its shape. Lay brushes flat when you
put them down. Do not leave brushes or
rollers soaking in liquid, as this will
damage the binding.

To clean both brushes and rollers, first
wipe them between layers of newspaper to
remove as much residue as possible.

Wash brushes used with water-based
material under warm running water in a
sink or in a bucket of warm soapy water
and then rinse with clear water. Be sure to

“~<clean between the bristles, especially at the
top where they join the brush handle.

When the brush is clean, insert it up to
the handle in a plastic or paper bag, close
the top by gripping it around the handle,
and shake the brush to dry it without creat-
ing a mess.

Smooth and shape the cleaned bristles
so they lie flat, square the edges and tip and
then lay the brush flat on newspaper or
suspend it by the handle to dry completely.

To clean a roller used with water-based
materials, remove it from the handle and
wash it as described. It helps to wring the
roller with your hands during washing, but
be careful not to crush the core.

When the roller is clean, rub it to raise
the nap, then stand it upright on newspaper

to dry. Do not lay a damp roller flat or it .

will develop a flat spot.

To clean brushes or rollers used with
solvent-based materials, different techni-
ques are required. For brushes, fill a wide-
mouthed can or jar with about an inch of
the appropriate solvent.

Turpentine or mineral spirits are stand-
ard solvents for paint, varnish and stain;
lacquer, and denatured alcohol is the sol-
vent for shellac.

Special emulsifying cleaners for brushes
and rollers are also available that allow
washing the item clean with soap and
water.

Press the bristles of the brush against
the base of the can or jar and flex them
vigorously in the solvent or cleaner several
times, until the liquid becomes samrated
with residue.

Then pour the liquid into a container for
disposal and replace it with a fresh supply.
Wipe the brush on clean newspapers, and
then repeat the process.

Continue wiping until the brush no
longer produces streaks of colour.

Then wash the brush in a small amount
of warm soapy water and rinse it with clear
water.

Brushes and rollers should be wrapped
to protect them during long term storage. T

Secure the wrapping with a rubber band
but do not crimp the bristles.

Rollers can be placed in paper or per-
forated plastic bags. Some air circulation
should be present to prevent mildew.

Bell Bros. Construction

(B. Bros. Ent. Ltd.)

® Custom Cabinets

CHUCK BELL
537-4904

® New Home Construction e Remodelling

® Concrete Work

— Custom Homes Our Specialty —

TERRY BELL
537-4507

537-5586

FOR A NATURAL VIEW OF
THE ISLANDS CHOOSE...

Custom windows designed
to your own taste,
manufactured from quality
B.C. timber products to
blend naturally with your
environment.

We also offer a complete
selection of interior,
exterior and patio doors.

DOORS AND MORE
A Division of
CEDARWOOD WINDOWS

Plan to visit our showroom today!

2075 AMELIA AVF SINDNEV

L e i i

AMEMBER OF
V.H.B.A.

-



Following are Environment Canada tips
for reducing water use without plumbing
devices.

Avoid

« Thawing frozen foods under running
water.

* Cleaning fruits and vegetables under
running water; instead scrub them in a par-
tially filled sink, and rinse quickly.

* Running to the tap for every glass of
drinking water; instead keep a bottle cool-
ing in the refrigerator.

» Running a half-filled dishwasher.

« Dripping taps; close tightly and, if they
are leaking, install new washers.

» Using water-softening treatment sys-
tems and garbage disposals in the kitchen
sink; water softeners flush away a lot of
water when the softening agent is
generated; garbage disposals waste water

Top Quality
INTERIOR |
ACRYLIC '

LATEX °

Eggshell &
Semi-gloss only.

24%

Reg.
37.48

4 litres

NOW

SIDING STAIN

® Top Quality

® Water Cleanup

@ Oil-Latex Formula

Lasts up to twice as long as
linseed oil

base products. 2488
4L

WINDSOR'S
CORONATION
ALKYD BASE

Windasory

Coronation

This exterior alkyd base stain is
designed for siding, fencing,
railings, trim, etc.

120

BLACK & DECKER

CORDLESS
DRILL -

3x24 $1 6

BLOWOUT
PRICE!

BELT
SANDER
#9924DB

Tips on saving water

in order to pulverize the waste.

« Running a tap while brushing tecth
and shaving.

« Bathing when a quick shower will do;
if you must bathe, you can get just as clean
with a half-full tub. When drawing water
for the tub, first put in all the hot water you
want, then slowly adjust temperature with
the cold water.

« Extinguishing cigarettes by flushing
them down the toilet.

= Watering your lawn when the sun is at
its brightest; early moming or late after-

the concrete rather than the lawn.
Use

« A device to create a dam in your toilet
tank to reduce the amount of water it nor-
mally holds. Any non-porous item such as
a plastic bottle will do, but stay away from
bricks as they disintegrate and can plug up
the system.

» Insulation on your hot water tank and
pipe, and a thermostat set back to 50
degrees Celsius. This saves hot water by
keeping it warmer longer and can reduce

6-8'long . 9 88de.

noon is best.
» Placing sprinklers where they water

water-heating costs by 25 per cent.
» A bucket and sponge, requiring only

New Product!

WINDSOR
CLOSET
ORGANIZER

® 3/4" melamine

® precut/predrilled

® premanufactured drawers
® fixed & adjustable shelves
® cam system of assembly
® quick & easy

You'll be amazed at how much storage space you really have!
Easily intalled with simple tools.

INTRODUCED AT 20% OFF MSRP

Another

450 litres to wash a car, instead of the 700
litres expelled by a hose. Save 90 litres by
attaching a trigger nozzle to the hose for
rinsing off the suds.

= A cover for any swimming pool, to cut
down on evaporation.

Here’s how the average Canadian
household uses its water:

« Inside the house, every day, we each
use 350 litres, compared with an average
140 litres used in Europe.

= 45 per cent of it goes down the toilet.

» 30 per cent is washed away in showers
and baths.

= 20 per cent goes to do the dishes and
laundry.

= 5 per cent is drinking and cooking.

Expect a 100 per cent increase during
the summer if you water the lawn or wash
the car.

New Product...

HARDWOOD
FLOORING

Whatever your taste, a Kahrs floor is always in style.

OAK
PLYWOOD
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1x4 Std. & Btr. KD

T&G CEDAR

And yet another...

wOOD
SHELF
BRACKETS

® Available in pine
or cedar
® 4 sizes
® concealed fasteners

below grade.

1/4" x
4'x8'’

S0

LANDSCAPING?
LANDSCAPE488

TIES
. PRESSURE TREATED
= RAILWAY
TIES

1x4 T&G PINE

SPECIAL

No matter if your taste in decorating is country or modern, bold or
subtle, dark or light, there is a quality Kahrs floor for you. And like
all Kahrs floors, they can be installed on most existing floors. Even

AMAZINGLY FAST (do 200-300 sq. ft. a day)
INSTANTLY USABLE! (prefinished)

A SIMPLE DO-IT-YOURSELF REALHARDWOOD FLOOR
AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE:

STARTING AT

4.99...

LUMBER
SPECIALS

. 19
:J,:i‘ilﬂo ggcaa.

SPECIALS!&L'

2x4
Cedar
Decking

2x6
Cedar
Decking

2x4 cca

DUROID
ROOFING

#210, square butt

0%.

{in stock only)

2x6 cca

VARIABLE SPEED
RECIPROCATING SAW |

c/w blades $ 1 7 |

& metal case.

QUALITY

JR 3000V

PRESSURE ¢
TREATED
DECKING . ft.

44c¢,
69¢.
e 39C

2x10
#2 & btr.” sgCn

Spruce .

YES, IT'S THAT
TIME OF YEAR!

We have an
accumulation of
off-grade material—
come on in and
let's make a deal!

PRODUCTS!





