
- -. 

TAPE OF MRS . PATT ERSO N 
Apr i 1 29, 1977 

Inte r vi ewe r: Mrs. Patte rson , whe re we re you bo rn? 

Gues t: In Eng l and . 

Inte r view : What part of England? 

Gues t: Ches i re, Brighton . 

Inte rv iewe r : Wh e n d id you come to Canada? 

Gues t : Of t hat I 1 m no t s ure of, I was on l y five years 

o 1 d when I came to Can ada and I 1 anded in Nan-

ai mo . s t aye d the re for a cons ide rab l e amo un t o f 

ti me and the n we moved to Vi c t o r ia . was the re 

for a con s i de rab l e t ime and the n I go t ma r r ie d and 

came to Sa l tsp r i ng . 

Inte rvi ewe r: Wh a t year wo ul d tha t be? 

Guest : I came to Sa 1 tsp ring i n 19 16 . 

In t e rv iewer : Nine t een s ix t een. Tha t 1 s r i ght , you ce l e bra t e d 

yo ur wedd i ng anni ve rsa ry two years ago . 

Gues t : S i x ti e~~ 

Inte rvi ewe r : And your ann ive r sa ry of come ing t o Sa l t sp r i ng too. 

Gues t: Tha t 1 s r i ght, I came to Sa lts prin g the day afte r 

I was ma rr i e d. 

Inte rv iewe r: When yo u came , whe re we re yo u 1 i ving? 

Gues t: I we nt to Ru ckl es Pond, that 1 s my s i s t e r - in- law 1 s 

and my brother-in-l aw1 s , Henry Ruck le . 
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Interv i ewer: Henry was your brothe r- in-l aw? 

Guest: Henry was my brother-in- l aw and Pa ul a wa s my 

s i ster-in - l aw. We stayed t here for abo ut a 

week and t he n we went to Vi cto ri a and bought 

a ll our househo l d f urn it ure a nd goods an d we 

sta rted a s t o re down a t Bea ve r Po in t. The 

sto re was built by Cap t a in Good . He l ived t he re 

fo r a s hort pe ri od of time . !Then he deci ded 

tha t he d idn 1 t want to stay t here a ny longer so 

he left i t so the sto re was va ca nt a nd we dec id­

e d we wo ul d s t ay t here be ca use Mr . Pa tte r son was 

no t ab l e to go into the army and so we stayed 

t he re. We did until a fte r the wa r . Then we 

se t t l e d on t o town . 

Inte rv iewe r: Out a t Bea ve r Poi nt, t hat town, t he Va lcou r ts 

were the re and you we re t he re. Were the re other 

f amili es in t he a rea? 

Guest : Oh yes, wel l just on the Ruckl e farm, t he re was 

the Al f red Ruck les, Hen ry Ru ck les, Grandmothe r 

Ruck l e , and Ell a Ru ckle he r daughte r . Attached 

to t he Ru ck l e f arm, was the store. 

In terviewe r : Was t he f arm about the same s ize a s it i s t oday? 

Guest: We ll not quite, Mr . Ruckle a dded a bit to i t bu t, 

not tha t much. 

i s t oday. 

It was p ret t y we ll t he same as i t 

In te rv iewe r: Com ing up Be a ve r Po in t road a littl e b i t, who e l se 

wou l d be li v in g in t hat a rea? 

Guest: The He nry Ru ck l es 1 i ved on the t op of t he h i ll and 
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the Al fred Ruckles li ved across the field. Gran 

li ved down near the other bay, Grandma's Bay, 

down near the barn. 

Interviewer : And as yo u trave l a long Beave r Poi n t road toward 

Fulfo rd, who wo uld be li v ing in that area? 

Guest: Wel l the fi rst peop l e li v ing in that a rea were 

the Pa ttenburgers and then came Mr . Monk, he was 

a ret ire d, we l 1 he wasn't really ret ire d, but he 

farmed there and he s tayed there for many yea rs 

and he so ld i t off to Mr . ? 

Interviewer: How far along wou ld we be now? 

Gues t: We 're just out of Dr . Ourge ns a nd Mr. Monk so ld 

t o I think it was Stokl ey and then after Mr. 

Stok ley so ld it to Dr. Curgen and the n after that 

comes t he Canes , the n the Stevens, they were there 

a long time . And on the same piece o f land as t he 

Stevens was Mr . & Mrs. Ki ng. You go from the re t o 

the Brichmond p l ace a nd then the Pullock' s place 

came next . Someone by the name of Longf ield was 

I i ving the re t he n. The re was no o ther houses 

down there . You see a ll the new houses down the re 

bui l t up when the Pullock's came there, Fe rgusen 

Pullock. 

In terviewer: It wasn' t a reso rt a t that time ? 

Gues t : ~lo , it was just a bache l or who 1 ived there .. On 

the other s ide the Brichmond' s we re 1 ivin g. Mr. 

Monk' s brother was 1 iving t here a l so . Then peo­

ple by the name of Kneeves came and they kept the 
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the place till Stan l ey Manheik and Cori Manheik 

bought i t. They had it until Donald Fraser came 

back from the war who so ld it and so l d it and 

s ubdivided it. 

Interviewer : How would these people come and go? Would they 

go by way of Fulfor Harbour? Where was t he fer­

ry? 

Guest: There was no ferry. They had the boat twice a 

week at Beaver Point . I t came right into the 

wharf twice a week, and that was the on ly trans­

portation except your pr i vate boat s , your own 

l aunches. 

In terviewe r: Where was the wharf1 

Guest: The wharf was around from the point, j ust i n 

that 1 i tt l e bay . 

Interviewer: Around towards Cushion Cove? 

Guest: Yes, that 1 s r ight, just a 1 ittl e ways around from 

Beaver Point. Mr. Bowman was the only one at that 

time a t Cus hion Cove, before the sawmill and al l 

that k i nd of stuff. 

In terviewe r: I d i dn 1 t reali ze there was a sawmill at Cus hi on 

Cove. 

Guest: Oh, didn 1 t you? Yes, the Amer i cans bought all 

Cus hion Cove, they had a very l arge wharf put 

in but not l arge enough to hold the amount of 

timber that they had put on the wharf and when 

t he wharf co ll apsed, they reb ui l t it, but be fore 

the wharf col l apsed, Mr . Reyno ld s had bought a 

l arge p lot of l and and they were goi ng to put the 
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lumbe r on that but i t was too l a t e , the 

wharf had gone down. Mr. Fle tche r said that 

it wasn ' t worth them building it up again. 

Interviewer: tJould that be in the Twenties? 

Gues t : Oh, that would be around the Twenties I guess . 

My b ro ther worked ther e he used to walk from 

my pl ace to the Cushion Cove, he was one of 

the firemen there. 

Interviewer: You mentioned that the boats came in at Beaver 

Point, how many times a week? 

Guest: Twice a week, Hednesdays and Saturdays. 

Intervi ewer: They would come from Victoria? 

Guest: Victoria one day , t or a long time they came 

from Victoria , went around the islands and 

went over t o Vancouver and t hen they came 

back. 

Interviewer : Did they leave the mail a t Beave r Point? 

Guest: Yes , t hey l ef t the mail at Beave r Point . 

Interviewer: Then , 'vher e was it sorted? 

Gues t: In the s tore . 

I nterviewer : Oh, you had your own post- office . 

Guest : Oh yes, Beaver Point had their own post- office. 

I can remember i f we had the money orders when 

we took it over, I think we did. Hen ry Ruckle 

had the post- office and Mr. McKinnon had it b e­

fore him j ust in their f r ont ro om, i ust in the 

room off their kitchen. People would just go 

t o t heir house and get the mail, there was no 
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proper post- office. When we got the proper 

post- office, they would be allowed to is­

sue money orders. Before that we had pos­

tal notes up to a certain figure. 

Interviewer: Up until that time , then, to get a money or-

~er you would have to go where, to Ganges? 

G'uest : Well, I guess you would. 

Interviewer: It was the only other post-office? 

Guest : That was the only . .. er . .. No it wasn ' t at 

Ganges at that time, it was at Central. 

Interviewer : Oh, really . 

Guest : Well, it was at Ganges when I came here but 

I guess they h~d it up there, you know they 

would have postal notes and post office orders 

and things like that. 3ut you see Henry didn't 

stay in the post-office, you just came to get 

your mail when the boat came in. ·J,But when we 

got it , it was from nine to six . In those days 

post- office money orders was quite an ordeal, 

you didn ' t just get off with signing your name 

at the bottom of the order. You had three is­

sues to sign to, one was the person to whom it 

was made out to, one to the post- office in Ot­

tawa, and one to person who was getting it. 

And you had these carbon papers, you know, with 

a piece of tin under each one so that it wouldn ' t 

soak through or anything. And that was your 

money order . Postal notes only went up to a 
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very small amount , five dollars or something . 

Interviewer: Well n ow people would come down by water or 

did most people travel by road? 

Guest: Oh , lots of boats came in then . We had a good 

gas busi ness in those days because we were the 

onl y gas station from Mayne I sland to Sidney. 

·Inte rviewer: Reall y . 

Guest: Peopl e from the states , there was noth ing at 

South Pender or none of those islands had gas 

s tations . And we didn ' t have a gas station on 

the wharf we pumped it out of barr els and took 

it down in five and ten gallons . 

Interviewer : Was there anything here in Fulford Harbour at 

that time? 

Guest: No , not in that way , well , I mean not right he re. 

At the head of the bay at Blandy ' s s tore, you 

know wher e the White Lodge used to be . Remember 

the White Lodge? 

Interviewer: Oh yes. It wasn ' t here when I came. 

Guest : Oh it wasn't here. I've got a pi cture of it, 

it was a very nice place . 

Interviewer: This is at the bead of the harbour. 

Guest: Right at the head . It was Mr . Bl andy who run 

that pl ace and then there was a small stor e 

where Roy Lee lives now. That was Mr . Edward ' s 

and these two people begged us to take those 

two pieces of p r operty. But we said no . 

Intervi ewer: When did you open the stor e down here in Ful-

ford? 
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Oh we ' ve had it off and on before we really 

came here to stay, Mr . Patterson used to 

bring -a few things over and deliver from 

here . He had a feed shop down here, he 

bought that off of Mr . Blander and Mr . Ed­

war ds so he had a feed shed here and he 

used to bring over a few things and when 

we bought this place and just stay a few 

hours, gradually staying longer. I stayed 

out at Beaver Point. 'I' 

Interviewer : This would be before t he ferry came into 

Guest : 

Fulford Harbour, would it? 

Oh yes , before the ferry came in. Then after 

the ferry came in we didn't have the store 

here for quite a while. We still stayed out 

at Beaver Point because Beaver Point was 

getting the mail there . We were quite happy 

to stay where we wer e . Fhen they decided to 

put all the mail off at Fulford Harbour and 

sort it at Fulford and bring it out on one 

delivery to Beave r Point and he could pick 

up on the way back and br ing it righ t down 

to Fulford and save a trip . We could still 

keep the pos t-office, they didn ' t want to 

take it away from us . They said you can s tay 

here as long as you have t he store and keep 

the post- office as long as you want but I 

couldn ' t see why we would do such a foolish 

thing when the revenue from the post- office 

~---------------------------------------------~ 
..--
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was based on the amount of stamps you sold. 

Hell can you pictur e anybody corning to Beaver 

Point to buy the ir stamps when they can buy 

theirs at Fulford? 

Interviewer : You had the s tore then in the house for quite 

a number of years he r e at Fulford, didn ' t you? 

Guest : Oh yes, you see a ll the time the Alexande r' s 

and the O' Flynn ' s , Mr. O' Plynn was the engineer 

on the Cypec , he lived in his house and the 

Alexander' s were in Mr . O' Flynn ' s house after 

he moved . At the back, we had the store part 

we j us t used one room fo r the store and they 

lived in the back. They we r e there for quite 

a l ong time . 

Inte rviewer: So when did you move to Fulf ord Harbour? 

Guest : Nine t een Fifty- one 

Inte r viewer : Oh, then . I know when we moved to the island, 

s i xty- s ix, t he stor e was s till in the house . 

So you moved acr oss the road about when? 

Guest : I guess about nine years ago . 

Interviewer : Well it certainly give you a lot more room 

in the big s tore . 

Guest : Oh well, it ' s different a l toge ther, it i s very, 

very hard t o keep this one in any way , shape 

or form , tidy . You know it was so small . 

Interviewer: I remember it had a ve ry cosy feeling though, 

Guest: 

in the winter when you ' d come i n to the fires . 

It was ve r y comfortable. I used to hide things 
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around pre tty \vell. 

Interviewer : I guess it took over a little more of your 

house than you wanted it to. 

Guest: Oh yes, I had no room, see '"e put half of the 

stuff in the dining room, well the whole, vo u 

see ;·t he two rooms the re and we took it and put 

a partition between those two rooms and just 

had a living room and in this part we put 

shelves all up both sides and all around. 

Interviewer: In the kitchen . 

Guest: In the dining room . Then we just had to go 

through here to go to the store. V.Je had it 

all in shelves and everything and we used to 

let certain people come into the back and help 

themselves . So it was more like a self- service. 

Interviewer : Do you recall that if you needed something from 

Guest : 

the refridgeration, you had to rush into the 

kitchen or did you have a refridge rator? 

We didn ' t have a refridgerator, excep t we had 

the cooler. The same one as in the store now. 

It was just like an old box it wasn't r eally 

an icecr eam cooler; ·well it was in a way but 

it wasn ' t very modern but it answered the pur­

pose. Mr. Lemon bought it for a deep- freeze 

when we got rid of it. 

Interviewer: I can remember it was a very nice feeling when 

---------------- ~ 

you left the city behind and you were greeted 

by this friendl y little store . 

(0 
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{..Jell that ' s what they all say. I didn ' t 

want to move in a way, yet I ' m very glad 

that we did because we could of never have 

managed in here . 

Inte rviewe r: Oh yes , business i s quite different. 

Guest : Oh, I ' m so happy to have a home. 

Interviewer: To have the living room again . 

Gues t : Oh yes, I should say. Oh well, I was too 

busy to sit down anyway so what ' s the use . 

I never wo r e a housedress out at the back­

end . 

Inte rviewer: Hell you' ve had time to do gardening over 

Guest : 

the year s . Your garden is so beautiful . 

Oh we do a little bit now and again , it ' s 

not very grand. 

Interviewer: You know I can r ememb er when we first came, 

Guest: 

the firetruck was kept , was it i n your gar­

age? 

It was kep t there all the time . Our car was 

on one side and the firetruck on the othe r. 

I t never bothered us, fire or not . 

Interviewer : How long has there been a volunteer fi r e de-

Guest : 

partment in Fulford? 

I ' ve f orgotten, Bob would know exactl y . It ' s 

quite a while now but I ' ve forgotten. I think 

Bob said the last time they had a meeting they 

went through some of their books . I think Bob 

and Mr. Bolland were the l as t two that have 

been the r e all the time and one man at Ganges ,, 
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but I mean down he r e . 

Interviewe r: IVhen the fire department was fi r s t s et up , it 

was se t up both at Fulford and Ganges. 

Guest: Oh no , they ha d it in Gange s long before we 

ha d it he r e . 

Inte rviewer: 3ut Bob has been with the fire department ever 

s ince it s t a rted . 

Guest: Yes . 

Inter vi ewer: And Mr. Holland. 

Guest: And Mr . Holland , yes . 

Interviewer: Now , the gas pump tha t is in front of your 

house mus t have quite a histor y to it. 

Guest: Oh we ' ve had that for about s i x t y year s because 

it was the r e when we came ove r her e . 

Inte rviewe r: It was s itting he r e . 

Guest: No , we bought f rom Imperial Oil. He used t o 

be wi th Imperial Oil and they wer e wanting 

t o put the big tanks in he r e but we didn ' t 

think the r e was room in a community this s i ze 

t o have bi g t anks . \vell they s aid they would 

put them on a barge . We didn ' t want that 

e ithe r. Guess we wer e t oo scar e d of fire , any­

way Mr. Oudmur bought the pr operty from Mr. 

McBride . He put the tanks ove r the r e . So we 

used t o have four befor e we got t he wha r f , you 

see, we don ' t have the t anks a nymor e around 

the pl ace . He used t o have one hanging a r ound 

the gar age the r e and the r e i s a big tank unde r -

neath this la~. that used to l ast us till the 
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boat came in and they used to come in very of­

ten. The Imperial Oil boat. Then , when we 

gave it up and went to Rawley, to Shell . We 

j ust had the gas tanks underneath the gas pumps 

over there. I was worri e d about that. 

Inte rviewe r: Does it s till work? 

Guest: We haven't had any gas in i t for a long time, 

about ten years anyways, s ince we moved over 

there because as soon as we moved over the re, 

we h a d the underg round tanks . 

Interviewer: But it s till does work . 

Guest: Oh, it works perfectl y . And could have b een 

sold many , many times. I figured as long as 

the old pump could s t and up it was going to 

stay where i t was . It r eally does have ·~ l ot 

of admirers in the summertime, there is so few 

people who have seen those. We don ' t r ealize 

tha t people have neve r seen these things. To 

think that they don't unde rstand h ow it works 

o r anything e l se . It i s very much easier than 

what it i s now. 

In ter viewer : Now, a c ross the corne r, where the coffee s h op 

now i s , how long has that been i n your family 

Guest: About fifteen years . 

Inte rviewe r: It has always been a coffee s h op? 

Guest: No, Mr. Kottenaur from the store t here. 

Inte r v iewer: Compet i tion . 

Guest : Oh yes , we had quite a bit of competition here . 

----
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Interviewer: Would that be in the mid-thirties? 

Guest: Oh, I ' ve forgotten just exactly when he open­

ed it. 

Interviewer: Before or after the war? 

Guest: ~1o, it was Jordan's second war and Mr. Kenora 

I think he sold to Passmore ' s, they had it last 

and Alec McMallus and Gavin Bilton they had it 

and they didn't 1ast and when we bought it from 

Mrs . Gurnge, she bought it from them, you see . 

Interviewer: iii noticed there is a sky-light, what was it used 

for? 

Guest: For the store, light for the stor e, ther e was no 

windows on this side at all then. There is not 

yet any on this side, well there is one where 

the post-office is but that wasn ' t there then. 

It was just a, well , they built that room on and 

then they put a window in there and one at the 

back. Otherwise , it was just a wall there. 

Interviewer: Before the fence was built, in the back was this 

beautiful old fireplace . 

Guest: Oh Larry Gordon built that . 

Interviewer: \-las there a room back there : 

Guest: Sure there was two rooms, there was a bathroom 

and a bedroom. A bedroom, sitting room, she used 

that for her whole pl ace . 

Interviewer: The tides must have come in at some time over the 

years. 

Guest: Not to here, it did down below. Down below the 

----~------~-------~~----~~----------- -
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store till we got it fixed up. They had bed­

rooms down below the store where i the water used 

to come into. 

Interviewer : They must of built it during low tide. 

Guest : Mr . Cudbow built a wall back there, a cement 

brick wall but the tide washed it out . He had 

the wall built right across the back, break­

water . I guess it wasn't high enough or strong 

enough, I don't know. Anyway, it used to come 

in unde rneath and flood the basement once in a 

while . So then Mrs . Gurden' s mo ther , she stayed 

down there. She stayed ther e in the summertime 

and it was a l right. Mary fixed those two rooms 

up for her to s leep in, like a bed- sitting r oom 

with a bathroom where the firep l ace is and she 

built that fireplace with the hel p of Mr . Trady . 

Interviewer: Then he ' s the man who had the mountain that's 

now called Oringinal Hill. 

Guest : He i s the man. His father left him all tha t. 

Well they owned r ight around you see, the Max­

wel ls. You know where Dave Maxwel l lives . 

Well that was gi ven to Mrs. Maxwell by her father. 

That all belonged t o Solomor a t one time . 

Interviewer: It ' s a big piece of proper ty . 

Guest : Oh yes . I'm not going to tell you wha t it was 

sold for . 

Interviewer: Yes , real- estate has certainly changed over the 

years . 
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Guest: Oh my. 

Interviewer: I understand that at one time there was a 

photography studio that Mary had . 

Guest : Yes, she was a very good photographer. 

Interviewer: It was a coffe shop and a photography studio. 

Guest: Yes, where half was the post- office and the 

other ice-cream freezers. It was all in one 

and she had the studio in there very nicely 

fixed up. The coffee ban was there. She was 

there for quite a while. 

Interviewer: I guess that coffee bar was the social centre 

of Fulford Haubour just as it is today. 

Guest: Yes . 

Interviewer: Has it always been a seasonal business? 

Guest: It was then. Of course when Nancy took over 

she stopped in the winter. But Mary kept open 

all the time. Course at one time Mary used to 

have very nice dinners there on Sunday, Social 

dinners . She used to do .:quite well I think. 

'..Je used to see all t he people going in to get 

their pictures taken. 

Interviewer: Now going up Fulford hill a bit, it l ooks as if 

someone built houses with stone fronts . Where 

there businesses up t he hill at some time? 

Guest: No. 

Interviewer : They say where the post-office used to be 

before it moved down. 

Guest : Well that was just right here, where the coffee 
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bar, where the drive-in is. The post- office 

after Mr. Edwards closed up. This place was 

torn down long ago. 

Interviewer: Hhen the post- office used to be on the hill, 

when Percy Jones was there and it was called 

the What-~~ots Shop. Next to it, was there at 

one point a store? 

Guest: No, the only place was Mr . Goshart ' s . 

Interviewer: What ' s Mr. Goshart ' s? 

G~est: Well he was in this place right here for a long 

time, this one next to the post-office. 

Interviewer: Oh yes, well that ' s the one I was referring to. 

Guest: Oh that one, that was his office, you see he did 

a lot of logging business for the loggers. He 

then got kind of congested and he lived j~st 

around the bay here and then they got the post­

office. It used to be a little shed somewhe re 

and put it up in there. For the post-office 

and Jimmy Grant did that. 

Interviewer : So his business with the logging company would 

Guest: 

be as a bookkee~er. 

A bookkeeper, yes. Then Kenny Mulot, years ago 

thought he would open a store and I guess that 

is what you were referring to for the valley , I 

think it has been taken down and it had a stone 

front. He was about to run a business and then 

decided it wasn't right. 

Interviewer: This walk has been here for quite a few years 

Hasn ' t it? 

-~~--------------------------------
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Oh yes, that ' s been here. It has all been here 

except for the ferry walk was here in 1851. 

Well this fisherman ' s wal k has been built since 

then. Of course, the new walk and the other 

walk and we rebuilt the other walks since we ' ve 

been here . 

Interviewer: Could I ask you a few questions about when the 

Guest: 

Indians lived on the reserve. There were In­

dians living there when you moved to the Island? 

Yes, there was Indians living there then, Charlie 

and Mary lived there for a long time after we 

came to the island. 

Interviewer: Just the two of them. 

Guest: Just the two as far as I know, I didn't know 

about any others. 

Interviewer: They lived here all year round? 

Guest : Yes, and they used to come to the store in their 

little canoe and that ' t where they started for 

I think when they didn ' t return home and dis­

appeared from here. 

Interviewer : Their canoe was found. 

Guest : I think that ' s the way Gwen told it. I knew 

Charlie and Mary, they were a very nice couple 

and they used to come to the store quite often 

just to roll around fishing . We used to have 

a lot of the Indians from Cowichan and Duncan 

you see they would come from Duncan from over 

that way around Mayne Island with their canoes. 
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Interviewer: To fish? 

Guest: Well, to visit, p~tlatches and all things in 

those days. 

1 ) 

Interviewer: There were Indians on Mayne Island at that 

Guest : 

time? 

Oh yes, they had an Indian Reserve there . Just 

as you 're going thr ough the pass. They used to 

come around and stay at Beaver Point the night. 

You know, on the beach. We knew them quite we ll, 

some of them, and I liked them all very much and 

as I was saying no mat te r how they came in the re 

I never saw one that wasn 't a gentl eman. 

I n terviewer: So then they would come into your s t ore here in 

Fulford. 

Guest: Oh no, we didn't have the stor e then at Ful ford. 

We just had the store at Beaver Point. 

Interviewer : Mary and Charlie were living ou t at the Reserve. 

Guest: Yes, at Beaver Point. They used to come quite 

often because they f i shed right by the door but 

we did have a l ot of canoes and ve r y few had en­

gines in them . That was some thing when they go t 

an engine, I had t o go down to see that . We got 

to know quite a l ot from both Cowichan and Mayne 

I s l and. 

In t erviewer : Hould people come over from Mayn e Island to s hop? 

Guest: Yes, a l ot t he Geordisons and a ll t hose used t o 

come over qui te often . 

Interviewer: Hell there is no store I don 't suppose . 
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I don't remember, there would be a small store 

like ours. Probably they wouldn't have what we 

would have and we wouldn't have what they would 

have. In those days it was, . I don't know, I think 

people used to get around alot more than they do 

now and stop at one place long enough to see what 

is there really. 

Interviewer: Would you go over to Victoria very often when you 

Guest : 

were living at Beaver Point? 

Oh I used to go for the dentist and to visit once 

in a while but I used to go down on the boat on 

Wednesday . Mr. Vasiter ran a launch from Fulford 

for a long, long time and used to go Tuesdays and 

Fridays . 

Interviewer : ~Vhere would it go when it left Fulford Harbour? 

Guest : Sidney. Right to Sidney wharf and then the Fly­

ing lines , they used to call the bus lines in those 

days , Hilfred Harris had that. I t use d to take 

us into Victoria. It was a seven passenger car 

and there used to be I don't know how many when 

we got through. Then we would have to l eave some 

behind. One time he only went in the mornkng and 

again at night but then later on he made two trips 

a day. When Mr. Vasiter gave it up, Bob Pullock 

took it up and Mr . Pullock ran it for quite a 

long time, the launch servi ce to Sidney. Then Mr. 

Pullock gave it up when the Cypec came on. 

Interviewer: Would the Cypec run about three times a day? 
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No , it onl y ran twice a day. Well that was at 

first, later on they had a different schedule 

but when they first s tarted they used to go out 

in the morning and then come back and then go 

out again about four-thirt¥ or s ome thing like 

that in the afte rnoon. 

Interviewer: It would go into Swart z Bay, would it? 

Guest: It would go into Swartz Bay and then Burly 

Brenton had a l arge can , seven passenger they 

were called in those days . He would take them 

into town f r om here . He left from the depo just 

the same as the bus . 

Interviewer: Well it sounds like the service was better than 

today . 

Guest : Oh I don ' t know, I never found it ver y difficult 

in those days , we used to ge t around j us t the 

same . We didn ' t go quite as often , I guess . 

Inter vi ewer: You mentioned Beaver Point , your s tore there, 

was there electricity? 

Guest: No, no power. We ha d gas l amps. 

Intervi ewer : Then you didn ' t have r efridgeration. 

Guest: No, even when we l ef t in fifty-one , the r e was no 

power down a t Beaver Point . I don ' t know it it 

was any further than Hepburn ' s . ~o one out that 

way had e l ectricty . So we couldn't have f r esh 

meat or anything like that i n the s tore , we did 

the best we could with wha t we had, we had the 

big i ce ches t at t he back and at any time pos­

sible we got fresh ice and that ' s all we had . 
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I nterviewe r : Was there electricity anywhere on the is l and? 

Guest : Oh yes , there was he re , Fulford. No t when we 

came t o the Island though. Bver ybody , Mouat ' s 

s tore and all that were lit up with artificia l 

light, I mean not e l ectricity . Captain Moden 

Wills was the first to have it down here, he 

ha d it put in his place , use d it fo r the ferry . 

Interviewer: Whe r e would that have been? 

Guest : I couldn ' t tell you where exactly . Well the Cy­

pec started anound in 1931, it would be around 

in that area because you see it would be the 

early thirties. 

Interviewer: Now, from Beaver Point , would Bob, your son go 

Guest : 

to school at Beaver Point? 

He went to school at Beaver Point till grade eight 

or till grade seven and then he wan t t o Victoria 

for grade eight and three years of high school . 

Interviewer : He ' d have to go a ll the way into Victoria? 

Guest: He boarded in there. For four years like for 

three years high school and one year in grade 

eight. 

Interviewer : The children, really bad quite a ways to go t o 

Guest: 

school, didn ' t they? 

Yes , three miles f r om our place . The teache r used 

to walk that three miles and I never heard her 

complain ye t . They walked from the s tore , I had 

three or four t eachers staying with me . I never 

heard them come in t o complain. 

---- ~--------------------------------------~ 
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Well it's such a beautiful walk. 

Well I mean to say they used to take 

it for granted. Some really bad morn-

ings, if it was really rough, after we 

got our first car we would run them up 

to the school . Because when Bob start -

ed he was pretty small and we 'd take 

him up. The teachers used to walk 

from there. 

Was Beaver Point Hall next door at that 

time? 

No, there was no halls at all at this 

end. No halls, no Fulford hall and no 

Beaver Point hall. 

It wasn't bui lt till l ater on . 

Oh no, it wasn 't built till later on . 

I just don't know the dat es when the y 

were built. 

Which came first; Fulford hall or Bea ­

ver Point hall? 

Beaver Point. 

It's a beautiful h a ll. 

Well that ' s not th e hall we built first. 

Th e h a ll we built first was burnt down. 

The first hall we built, it was very, 

very hard to get enough volunteers and 

hard labour and people at Beaver Point, 

the older people worked hard for it. 

-------~-·---- ---~ 
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When the mill collapsed, there was 

alot of lumber that t h ey built a 

very l arge boarding house for men 

who work ed in the mill and when the 

mill was not going to be reop ened , 

the peop l e go t the lumber ve r y cheap; 

and that where the Beaver Point hall 

came from . 

This is the mill that was at Cushion 

Cove . 

At Cushion Cove. The second Beaver 

Poin t hall the flooring and as much 

lumber as they could get from Cushion 

Cove was also put i n there b u t that 

flooring was only from Cushion Cove . 

The floor that we had in the fi r st 

hall was f rom Cushio n Cove . He had a 

big furnace in the boarding house and 

th ey gave it to us for a very reason-

able price . I know they worked very , 

very hard to get that first Beaver 

Poin t hall together . I t was all Cedar 

Shakes on top . 

less band-done. 

Everything was more or 

In size , was it abo ut the same as the 

present Beaver Point hall? 

It may b e , I don ' t know if it is much 

bigger. It just bad the hull, we had 

all plans to put on the kitchens at 
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the side and dressing rooms. It 

was burnt down befo re those were 

put up so we just had the main hall 

for the first Beaver Point hall. 

When they built the second Beaver 

Point hall they had all that. Mrs. 

Alfred Ruckle gave a lovely English 

piano for the first hall. They used 

to borrow a piano when they had a con-

cert . Mrs. Maxwell had a nice piano 

and she loaned i t two or three times. 

They used to bring it out then take 

it b ack the next day. After we got 

the other hall, the present hall; Mrs. 

Alfred Ruckle, her mother had passed 

away and she gave her piano. Of 

c ourse Mrs. Ruckle had her own and 

she dido' t wan t two so she gave one 

to the hall. So that's how they got 

started there . Fulford hall was put 

up by volunteer labour. My brother 

used to come down and help alot on 

that hall because he was interested 

in basketball and naturall y he wanted 

it. 

What was Beaver P oint hall used for? 

All the dances, we used to play bad­

minton all the time . We had badminton 

twice a week and then ther e was concerts 
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and parties. You see, there was 

no television in those days or any -

thing like that . You had to make 

yo ur own entertainment. 

Now Beaver Point hall would be us ed 

for a variety of funtions then . Where 

as Fulford would be more of a sports 

hall. 

Oh yes, Beaver Point hall was not large 

enough, only for practice games but not 

for a professional game. The first Ful -

ford hall, this is a much prettier look­

ing hall on the outside appearance than 

the first one . But they p ut the first 

one up with what they had. 

I remember admiring that stove next to 

you. It ' s beautiful. Have you had it 

in th e house since yo u moved here? 

Oh no, I got it th e week after I was 

married. 

Wh e n? 

The week after I was married . 

Look s like it came right out of a s how-

room. 

Well, it ' s not the kind that fits on 

here but I took it off on account 

when we moved h ere . Th e stove will 

b e sixty-three years old this co min g 

year. It h as hardly ever been out, 

--------------------- ~~----------~~~~ ----
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I mean stored, it's always been in 

use . 

It has had a lot of care. 

Well we were going to buy all the 

things when we were first married. 

They said look around and see what 

you want but I said I ' d rather not 

bother looking, I just want a good 

stove. He said well there ' s two, 

there is this one here and there was 

another one that was a good one . You 

can go down and pick which one you 

want . I liked this one best so I 

bought this one. 

Then what did you do, did you have it 

delivered to a barge and then brought 

over here? 

No, we had it on the Otter. The Otter 

brought the freight . The Queen City 

used to bring the freight . 

It was picked in Sidney. 

Oh no, it was in Victoria . The boat 

went right around to Victoria in those 

days . The Island Princess too; : she 

came right from Sidney, or right from 

Victoria; right around to the inner 

harbour . Yes, it ' s been a good stove 

I've never spent a five - cent piece on 

this stove since we bought it. 

----------~------~~~~--~----------
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This doesn't belong as you can see, 

this is the tank here. The rest of 

it, I never had a thin g replaced so 

it was worth buying a decent stove. 

You can see the back and everything, 

there is no warping in them or any-

thing. The Lotust's have got Mrs. 

Elford ' s monarch stove and Nan has 

her mother ' s and they are seven years 

older than this one. As long as I'm 

here that stove stays. 

The three or four t eachers you had 

staying with yo u at that time, were 

they teaching at Beaver Point? 

1\lo . 

Beaver Point school rather. Are 

there any teachers that we would 

know? 

Well Mr s . Palmer, she s tayed with 

me for a whole term. No , she only 

stayed one term at Beaver Point . 

And then she went somewhere e l se on 

the island . 

I'm not quite sure but I think she 

went to Ganges. She taught over at 

Mayne island for a while. It must 

have been before she came to me that 

she taught on Mayne island. Maureen 

McKlennin's wife, Dorothy Jure from 

~--------------~_.._ __ ~----~ ~~----------
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Victoria, she stayed with me for a 

year. Gordon Hartley 

He taught for a year? 

He taught for a year at Beaver Point. 

He went to high school with Bob in 

Vi c toria. I co uld of h ad more tea-

chers if I' d wanted to but it wasn't 

very easy in those days , I had no wa­

ter in the house or anything else. 

We got by though. 

Well would yo u be able to tell us the 

history of the mill from the beginning? 

Well Mr . Brumin ' s property, of course 

it was an American firm an d they were 

very anxious for us to l eave Beaver 

Point and open a company s tore for th e m. 

up at Cushion Cove and have a post-of­

fice tranfered up there. 

Cushion Cove? 

Yes, luckily we didn't you know, it 

wasn't that long before the war. 

How man y people would be living at the 

mill? 

Oh, there was quite a few living there 

with their families, there was one large fam­

ily there by the name of Magnis ons and then 

there was people coming and going all the 

time. 

Would you say maybe there was twenty-five? 

--~----~----------J----~r---~ ----------~--
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Oh , there was more than that. They had a 

big bunk house and well everything it took 

to run a good s i zed sawmill. 

The wood from the sawmill would be shipped 

to Victoria? 

There would be boats that came in, they had 

a big wharf . I t was quite a deep place there 

in front of Cushion Cove, deep water . So 

good sized boats came in there for the lumber ! 

Where did they do their lumber, logging; most­

l y at Beaver Point? 

Logs were brought in f r om different places . 

Island lumber in those days was not consid­

ered number one timber . It was sold pret­

ty cheap, they didn ' t get the top price for 

it. 

So the logs would be brought in for most of 

it? 

Yes. A lot of people were sorrywhen it went 

down . betause it meant a good thing for this 

end of the island . 

Would i magine the popularion in the school 

would increase then. 

Yes and no , there was a lot of single men , 

lived in the bunkhouse . A lot of married 

men just didn't start families for them­

sel ves. I think one of them went up to 

run a mill somewhere in Nanaimo , he didn't 

go back to the States , he went up that way. 
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Were there any other businesses you can 

think of Mrs . Patte rson? 

No there wasn 't anything down this way. 

P.ow about fishin g? 

The fishing is just like more or less like 

it is now. They had to go away , there was 

fishing boats , the Stevenses and the Patten­

burgers with their f i shing boats and that . 

There has never been any big f i shing gr ounds 

except on Pender and the fi sh camp there , but 

not on this part because you see , Beaver 

Point could never develop because Hr . Ruckl e 

didn't want to have any openings t he r e for 

any businesses at all . 

Even back then just like today , it' s s uch a 

beautiful park now, isn ' t it? Have you been 

down ... 

~o , I haven't been down for a l ong time , I 

must go down. You know where the store was 

don ' t you? Well that big cement block, t hat 

was my veranda. 

Really. 

But oh, i t was a beautiful pl ace . You r eal l y 

saw more of the outs ide world the r e than you 

do he re . t-lell I mean to say the cars swish 

back and forth but the r e the boats used to al­

ways come in for the night. Most of them were 

Americans, they were very freindly people, we 

got to know quite a few of them that way. 

----~·~-----------------------J 
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Did you take in boarders other than the 

teachers? 

No, uu~ess were stranded . Mr. Trapton came 

into the store not too long ago and he said 

to me, I!Jwon ' t iJforget the night you gave me 

a bunk. 




