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'Ibday we have the sto:ry of two people bom on Salt Spring. Our 
interviewer Mrs. D::>rothy Rotinouski, r1=Iroth tti.llon born in Duncan 
in 1907. D::>rothy wrote for the Colunist for over 1/4 of a rentu:ry 
'lbday she is interviewing D::>rreen M::>rris who's nee i&offten, the grand­
daughter of I€verand C. Wilson and daughter of Mr. Fred ~fften 
who is the original CMner of the HaJ:bour House Hotel. With us also 
we have Mrs. Betty Stone nee Kingsbuty who's bom in 1912 on the Old 
Divide. "tvould you like to begin the interview D::>rothy." 
~(\~ 

Interviewer: r ~'1hen did you parents care to the Island? 

Guest: Well dad cane out from Ireland in I think was 1903 with by a Australia 
with a pal Hue Green who also settled on the Island near Fulford. 

Lv ""-0 Daddy bought up on the dDivide and he was going to c;p in for ClliCken 
fa.rming only he didn't knON anything about it. tbther follONed him out 

1 
the follONing. year. 'lhey were married Cbvn in the church at Fulford. 

\ Iunderstand that the first oouple married in that church-) M::>ther cane 
out fran Dd:>lin she was a city girl and oould never done anything, 
she found it terribly lonely where they were they didn't see people 
where they were for two or three weeks at a t.irre. 'lhe chicken ranching 
didn't anount to anything so before the war dad was postmaster dcMn 
at Ganges for M::>at who's knCMn as Granny M::>uat what in those days . 
We lived where~ Hastings are OCJN and we're next Cbor neighbors to 
the Krofftens so I sort of grew up with them. 'lhen war broke out 
daddy joint up and we left for Victoria and returned 11 years after­
wards . 

Interviewer: True you were born here weren't you [brreen? 

Guest: \ \ I was born at HaJ:bour House 

Interviewer: '•lhich was a land mark and still is. 

Guest: vlliick was a fann House at the tiire in 1911 

Interviewer: ~vas it run as a fann? 

Guest: It was a fann until 1916 

Interviewe r: And that's when your rrothe r -

Guest : My rrothe r and my uncle Norman Wilson went into partnership f or a short 
tiire . 

I nterviewer: 'lhat was when your fathe r was over seas. 

Guest: He was over seas. 
CRo~fof'/ 

Interviewer: 'lhat was Fred ~n wasn't it? 

Guest: It was Fred Krofften yes. 

Interviewer: And they started with tents? 

Guest: It was tents and candlell!:ljJ~I~I.ti~Cti£0~affil'iy'l00 ~ CiHi'mH:he 
cooking to start ,with until faithful Billy Eing cane 40 years ago or 
so. 
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Interviewer: 

Ye s well it was acually wasn't it that your mother felt 
fri e nds of hers must be lonely with thei r husbands over 
seas, a nd asked them to come for. 

Yes ivwas it just grew by you know knowing many people 
who owned it .. When you think of it it was $14.00 a 
week or some thing like that, some of it was even cheaper 
than that weeks on end. 

So you always lived on the Island, haven't you? 

Yes. 

So you have seen the tremendous changes that its come? 
Some bad some good. 

Some is sad to see the changes , and others I think is 
all for the good. 

But as a small town, what sort of are your memories of 
the Is land, any how 

The¥ always , none of us had very much money, i t was all 
like it was I think for anybody in those days. If any­
body gave us 5¢ we thought we had a mil l ion. Which I 
remember very kind people giving to us. 

Well not only that your fun would be made by yourselves . 

Oh yes ! My brothers went over digging potatoes on 
~ Island whe n they were 12 and 14. Dad was over 
seas and we use to make money . You know this was 
during the war, when mother ran the hotel he rself and 
then we had 

The father must have been rather surprized to come home 

Yes a growing faimily. 

How many was there in your family? 

The re was seve n, six before he went over s eas . So h e was 
left with little ones , h ut the older ones and you know 
Diana sister Diana was the older one . 

Well your Grandfather Reve rand D. F . Wilson was he not 
the first resident clergymen . 

Well there has b e en contreversy over tha t, but I always 
believe that he was the first r esident . 

That h e was he re quite along time I mean from ~ 89 4 till . . 

1912 then he went to Victoria. 

And he lived in Vi c toria. 

----------------~---------------~ _ _,___ ____________________________ ___ 
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Yes They lived, acually c ame from s~w Saint Marie to 
Victoria on the burnside road, and that was the second 
b~rnsbury cause the old home in Engl and was call ed 
b~rnsbury, and they called this home on b~nside r oad 
b~nsbury. ~\Then they moved to Salt Spring I s and in 189 4 
B ~nsbury which is now the Sal t Spring Island g Olf club . 

The big old House that was there burned down didn 't it? 

Ye s. 

But it was a g o lf club befor that, jus t started when iit .. 

Yes , It was quite a few years b e fore . To think uncl e Norman 
I think h e was dead when i t burn t down wasn t it yes lois 
and Jack Kays. 

In your sort of earlier memories you must have known a lmost 
everyone on the island. 

Yes we did. I can r e membe r funny things about th~m ~a IJ 

Just Betty and I were reminising about o l d Mr~~Qntfoi he 
used t o driue a horse from Long Harbour and orde rs jus t 
when the first motor cars were coming in there was a gas 
Pump a!"•trading company so he bli thly would drive up and 
tie his rope around the gas pump while he went in to ge t 
his stores. And then he a l way s visited the pub, Dads sto re the bee r 
parlor about 1923 I 24 . 

Tha t' s when the pub was open? 

Yes it was after he came home that took awh il e to ge t a 1 it t le place. 

I didn't know it was that long. 

The fir s t car was Mr. Blackburn up on the Di v ide and then Mr. 
Bullock Daddy was secre tary of the agricultural show in those days 
and he ~~te a lette r to Mr. Bullock he had it framed fo r years. 
Docto r~ got it in the e nd o r Gavin Moat , they wante d it ask i ng 
Mr. Moat if he'd drive his car down t o Ganges on a Thurs da y and 
round whe re the Mahon Ha 11 i s now, so that the horses cou 1 d ge t 
used to the car, because thec ream and the eggs and everything we re 
taking off in eve ry direction because of the car . 

Beca use the horses we re scare d of the car? 

Yes 

So he could only drive the odd ma rket da y . 

No, wasn't there another day when he the lad ies wanted to ride on 
the ir ho rses or t heir pon ies. 

Ye s he wa s de finate l y res tricted to when ~ he could drive the car, 
and when he wo uld bring it down fo r the ho rses to ge t use to it. 
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Well Blackburn i s that who Blackbu rn lake is named after? 

Yes. 

It is now that museum. \-/ell whe re were you born? 

I was born on the Divide just up behind Blackburn. 

Well there was no road as we no it now it went over the Divide. 

Yes it went over the Divide to Fulford. 

I t was sort of 1 ike over a small mountain really wasn't it? 

Yes, we'd go up the mountain and collect 10¢ each and get a jug 
of wine. 

Call it mountain Dew. 

Nelson's b l ood and all kinds of weird things an get a gallon of this 
stuff for 50¢. Drive home quite happy ( n~~et= ?-ran in t o any troubl e 
no policeman no wor rie s.) Not even in the ditches in those days, 
cour se I think that the cars the old Fords which we drove , 
couldn't go fast enough, the roads were very windy and you think 
you we re going a terrific rate but it was just the bumps and the J 
bangs that were going on. 

And then you moved to Victor ia and came back here though, Didn't 
yo u? 

I went to l eft during the war. 

No but you went to schoo l in Victoria for a while? 

Yes we ll I left the island when I was about two, and then came back 
when I was 1 3. 

Oh! and finished schoo l over here. 

Yes. 

And t hen you were in charge of the telephone for .. 

Well I went to work in t he telephone o f fice in about 1926 I guess, 
and in those days it was open from ten-one and f i ve-seven on 
Sundays and it closed at 10:30 at night. 

On weekdays? 11 

On weekdays until during the war agter Japan entered the war there 
was a deal of Jap balloon landing being sighted on Maxwell Mountain 
or Musgraves l'mn otTure wh iChit was, one of the highf!llf mountains. 
So I had to keep the office open all night cause we had blackouts in 
those days you know, I had to check everybody with blackouts. 
That was the first time that the office from then on it was open at 
night. In those days there was only 200 subsc ri bers. 

And party 1 ines to. 

.___J 

.. 



Guest : Yes, there~~ld be seven or eight on a party l ine. And ~t night if 
there was one very ill we had sort of ,a .... th ree way plug:: W' d plug 
them iup"i th a doctor or if there was an emergency they ' d ei ther w-a-rt hla f-~ Fl.;-_ 
w±th ~ins who was the ~nt or mysel~ and we'd go ~i~ ~hem any em-
ergencies, which there , .tonce in awhile . ~ ).:1- -t'J' ~ ··fl.·,~ ,-!+.-

Interviewer: Wel l ther would be no ambulance then would there? 

Guest: No, and if there was a fire you just phone up anyone that was around 

~ u-.Q.:--s\. \ \ 
Interv1eHer: And the questions used to get, we'd phone the telephone operator 

Guest: 

and say is the boat coming down the harbour , Wh at time i s Merie coming 
in, Or what was the time. Always very polite they got this awnser you 
know they'd give us the time. Or if there was a f ire, where was the fire? 

And Central would a l ways tell us. And somebody would phone and they'd 
want so an so and we'd knmv that she was out playing bridge or having 
tea, and we'd say try Mrs. so and so she ' s home . 

Interviewer: It was more of a friendly exchange than a telephone exchange. 

Guest: It was a t errific deal on~ e)ectj 9J: ni~~~~ because t her was definately 
Liberals and Conservatives'}."ltfd ' Moaf~· ~'te 11t1ie Liberals yousee and 
every time Un cl e Fred wo uld have a grandchild, there would be another 
Conser vative or Li beral. 

Qs v...Q. '"J. \\ 
lHte~: It would be he'd phone Gilbert up and say I have another Conservative 

Guest: ).. 

~~st: 

\-st~\" \\ 
In~er. 

out. 

And they were you know. 

And would Moat reciprocate? 

\ ~l>.t'.st I 
Oh yes they were great pal s and I genera lly was workin g election night 
and if the conservatives were winning Major Turner was a great conser­
vative and I ge t a l ittle present from Turners store . And if Moats were 
winning I'd get a box of choco l ates sent over from Moats .\ 

~~-5\ ,, 
I~: It was sort of up and down as if you had anything to do with it really. 

Guest : But it was j us t Oh Bedlum. 

Interviewer : Exci ting I guess but I imagine just ordinary it wasn't to . .. 
-P1 ,,~..J.J 

Guest : When St . ~eorges Ch urch burnt down I was as leep then. 

Interviewer: I never Knew St . Georges burnt down. 

Guest: Yes was up on the hill. 

bllP~~ ' In t-e e,w.e.r : It was called St . Paul s. 

Guest: Yes . 

Interviewer : Where abouts was that? 

-------------~-
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Interviewer: 
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~u;--.st- \\ ·. 
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Opposite Cl ai re Butterfi e ld' s it was right on the hill there . 

On Ganges Hill ? 

Yes, and Ivan Moat rushed down and woke me up and said the Churck is o~ 
fire," and I rushed down andphone everyone around to go up. 

Take Mr. Bullocks house was burnt and the Harbour House. 

Was that burn t while he was here? 
·J)JLS 

No No, the knew people the Lo&S . 

We ll he was quite a persona l ity on the is l and for years. 

Oh ver y much, he taught me how to drive . And he had a car , he was 
very l arge I guess you seen pictures of him, and the wheel of the car 
would go up so he could get i n and them i t wo uld come back into 
pl ace. He was an ama~ing person . He t aught me how to carve ham 
and chi ckens . l:e ' d have these dinner s and he 'd ask different girls 
t o hoste ss them. And we'd have t o know how to properly carve things. 
If you were asked to supper you would wear a short dress, if you were 
asked for dinner you would wear a loyg dre s,s-. :\nd h~ _h~d all t hese 
boys from the orphanage in Victoria. l Bu~~ls~ seven~~,~~ a it was 
cr eam sauces and everything and a ll the time he was tal king about a 
18" wais t, and here he was feeding us up we were almot,: t gp_o8:':.ing from 
food. And there was ei t her a long pair of earrings, \ id !t1A6\rU,l6" 
heels .) 

Intervi ewer : 16" you mean 6. 

Guest : \ L (I ~~rtt6 ~esJ and he did tell us even if we went to Ganges to meet the 

Guest: \ 

I 

In t erviewer : 

Gues t: \ 

Interviewer: 

Gue st: ~ ~ 

Interviewer: 

Guest:<\ \ 

boat to wear high hee l s and he liked a vei l, jus t to gi ve a good 
appearance 

Beaudi ful kid gl oves given t o us, and he was a great one for gimi cks 
he had some thing t hat would sharpen knives, he woul d 'nt buy one he ' d 
buy a case or a l arm cl ocks he'd buy a case of a l arm cl ocks .' And he 
was terribl y generous he'd give these things . 

I mean he'd gi ve, say he bought the case he'd keep one and give the 
rest away is that the idea. 

Yes, 

But they say a l ot of gal s that use to come over here they ' d go back . . 

I t was wi t h their ears pierced. 

\Vho pierced ears? 

We all went to the doctor but he would do it himself if anybody would 
let him. He always gave you the l i ttle go~ rings or what you call 
s l eepers, that was the first thing he gave any body who got their ears 
pierced 



Guest 1: r But the s hoes were really quite something. 

Interviewer: Was he on to shoe s to? 

Gues t 1 : Oh yes, beaudiful shoes, s ix inch heel s . 

Interviewer : But you couldn't wear those down to meet the boat? 

Guest 1: Oh you were suppose to wear them as much as you could. 

Gues t 2: -

" 
I can remember we use to if we had to many gloves turn them into 
Eatons and get a nice jersey or sweater. 

Guest 1: Oh is that what you did I didn't know you could. 

Gue st 2: Oh yes they were very good about it . 

Interviewer: Well they probably came from England in the first place. 

Gues t 2 : No the re was some from Eatons french kid. 

Gues t 1 : Oh we'd have the long white ones you know which would cost a mint 
now. Rut he had a great big bureau in his bedroom numerous bedrooms 
up there. 

Gues t 2: When were you there? 

Guest 1: Well I was numerous be drooms and all these droors wer e labelle d with 
different s izes of the gloves. And the se boys were great at t hey'd 
have saxaphones and al l differ ent instruments in the kit chen, remember, 
we 'd be havin g dinner and he use to entert ain Fraser Thomly, anyone 
i; '(or: ,j. 

Guest 2: Leiutenant Governer Bruce . 

Guest 1: There would be a little si l en ce during dinner and you would hear 
terrific saxaphone going in the background. 

Guest 2 : The boys felt they cooked the dinner and then they were have ing fun 
and games . 

Intervi ewer: One opportJUnity for them though, I guess. it would be an e ducation for 
them. 

Guest 2: Oh yes and he was very good to them I think. 

Gues t 1: Well the log cabin was bought for one of hi s boys, he built t he log 
cabin. 

Interviewer: Which i s now the crafts isn ' t it? 

Guest 1: No it' s now the ships an chor . {Z,t().~S T<'\~"~\ 

Interviewer: The ships anchor? 

Guest 1: Yes . 



Inter vi ewer: Rut among yourse l ves , where did you go to schoo l ? 

Gues t 2 : Mrs. Ashton who wa.s later Mrs .Oxy~AP~~ 

Inter viewer: And she had a little school i n Ganges? 

Gue s t 1: Yes kinde r garten . Thats the one I have the picture of that I'm 
afra i d I burnt. I had it put away for Mill er and Toynbee and its 
diasppeared . 

Gues t 2 : And them we all went to the public school. 

Interviewer: Where was that? 

Gue s t 2 : There was one where Mrs Case Morris , Gavin Moat l ived at one time 
and them the next one was up whe r e the Catholic schoo l is. 

Gue st 1 : And them we went to the ehicken House. 

Guest 2: That was the high school. 

Gues t 1 The high school was a converted chicken house , on the agriculture 
grounds, behind the Mahon Hall. 

Guest @ Ir's really where the junior school i s now but it was a hi gh school 
converted from a chicken coup as we call it . 

Interviewer: Well they converted chicken coups during the war for housing so 
I guess it wasn ' t to bad. 

Gues t 1: We had alot of sports on the i s land when we were young because we had 
a lot of . . . 

Guest 2: keen athletics . 

Int~~v!ewer : I was gonna ask you t ennis was a very well, t ennis was the main thing. 

Guest 1: Tennis and grass hockey . 

Gue s t 2 : And t he boys were baske tball. 

Gues t 1: We played basketball . 

Gues t 2 : 

Guest 1: 

Gue s t 2: 

Guest 1: 

Guest ~ : 

Yes we did too . I think they wer e better than we were . 

Well I wouldn't say that. \wei~ ~:y beat the blue ribbons 
on Salt Spr i ng1t o go over to Sha~anis and Duncan and play 
cat Caf e . -{;. / /', 

We were 'nt very popular in Duncan I don't th ink. 

one t ime 
t he bl ack 

\'1 No we weren't but that s another story. 

('~ 
I r emember we use to wa lk up to Saint Mary's Lake and you could skat e 
right across the l ake. And we walked up to Bullocks , 

------------------------------------~·------~-~·----------------



' Guest 1: We did an awful lot of walking in those days . 

Gues t 2: yes, a great bonfire we ' d have at the dge of the l ake and skate 
across the lake. 

Gue s t 1: We could skate right across Saint Mary's Lake . 

Interviewer : It hasn ' t been frozen over I don ' t th i nk since I ' ve been here. 

Guest 2: No I think it was only one winter was very solid. P.ut Mr. Bullocks lake 
we did . 

Interviewer: But tennis there were other tennis courts other than those at Harbour 
House. 

uest 1: 
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Guest 1: 
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Guestl '= • 

Guest 2: 
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Guest 1: 
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Mr. Bullock had a tenni s court we use to play with mrs Hal 1f out 
at the North End. 

Mrs Hally and the Be~ don' t remember Simpsonsons Much . 

Yes Simpsons. Another thing in the old days the boa t, I forgotten 
whick is the one that is suppose to come in and they .. 

Well the Mary came for a long time, but I don't know what earlier 
than that. f?-tt'y 4 ./1.1 

I am thinking of Dad and George Boridills time the boys that use 
to like to have the odd drink, they ' d go on board and th·~ captain 
would take the boat out. 

They had a barge. 

I think they had to be what five mi l es out then they ' d open th~ bar 
then bring the boys back. One time 'Dad and George Bo:d di 11 came to 
and they were in Nanimo together. They ' d order their liquor it 
would be in kegs you ' d get a keg oi s cotch and ~m us~ t o say that 
a ll the good toys a round would spo t their name on the keg and you 
would have visitors around for the next two weeks dropping in. 

In those da)s the girls and the l adies did ' t drink at a ll it was 
just the m~n. 

Even wine? 

I dont think so . They didn ' t smoke either. 

Not in public anyway? .fl.)V.,/lJefi 
Talking of smoke , my nurse when I was being born was Granny Chies 
and she's grandmother of the Acr~ens, greatgrandmother. 

1J' 1-U''t /}K11 .~ 

Interviewer: She only died a few years ago didn't she? 

Guest 1: Well she when we were up on t he Cranberry, of course I was born 
up in the Cranberry, not in the hospital or anything and granny 
was the nurse and she was sitting of the bed ~mokinging a pipe, 
mother could see her through the wfudow . ) Q J'.J ,•'A )~ -!o 

. 
Chives. 

1 
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/ 

School mnce-?i and a dance . 

D:mce you ' d go to central and you ' d go to the Divide and you ' d go 
to Beaver Point and Fulford and you ' d take them all in . 

And all the yahts use to rome from the Vanoouver yaht club , that was 
in our girlhood days. 

That was the big event . 

Oh yes! 

And there was always a Saturday nig)lt dance , at Harbour House wher 
we dress up we never went , before the war , i t was evening dress de­
finetly , 

It was after the war that one started wearing just ordinary clothes . 
these yachts use to come in their sporting clothes and here were 
all the girls in their long dresses . We ' d wear a bunny coat t o go 
on board for a drink after. 

Didn ' t the navy use to call in here quite often . , ,1 ]~1 

.ft M_l C)' /' 
Oh yes, I spent my 21st birthday on the ~. And then they ' d have 
a dance up at Barnsbury then Mr. Bullock had the navy up for dinner 
one night . 

w~\~ 
Remember thenignt there was a Wis drive up at Barns bury and a naval 
ship was in and Admiral , a l• french name I can ' t think of it , anyway 
he came ashore in his ful dress uniform amd brought one o f the offi cers 
with him, and as the wi~drive they were a little l ate to play that 
they were taken up to a bedroom to play poker, which insulted the 
admiral tremencbus ly , not to be everything stopped and he included . 

But there was , in before the second worl d was , a branch of Branch 
of Scottish here wasn ' t there 

Oh yes , 

On the island? 

Yes and acually brother D=srrond was the first , you know , what you 
call it Luietenant D=srrond Kroften. He s was in charge of the company 
here and Harry Nicloes was the seargent . Colonel Babty use to come 
over and teach us hig)lland danceing. 

Then during the war alot of the boys from Sydney , the airforce , lhcle 
Norman A.a<:roone!S that he hadn ' t any sons over s eas s o he would give 
them free for weekends . They would come over , there were alot of the 
English airforce that were out on leave sort of not s ick . 

They had a , at Pat Bay wasn ' t there alot of English men went .. 

And he would put them up at barnsbury? 

War effort s ort of deal . 

Sort of let them have a good time whil they were on l eave . 

(0 



Interviewer: She was the mid wife was she? 

Guest 2: Ye s . Well Doctor Beach and Doctor Baker. 

Interviewer : At first there would'nt be any doctor here? 

Gues t 2: Well I know Grandfather Wilson developed a helter brought cousin 
barrel Welrol into the world because it was a rush call and he 
had don't know what you call it walked the hospital and s ome ·,glilys 
and he had a certain amount of training, so he brought the grandaughter 
into the world . 

Interviewer : Well the hospital it se lf is now the community center? 

Guest 2: Yes. That was, Doctor Be ach donated the land that was I think brother 
Pat was born in that hospital I think he was the firs t of the Kroftens 
to be born there. We all were born at home. / ·£' 

Inte rviewer: Was he the younges t in the family? 

Guest2: No then D~II.sy . I know we 
that was drumme d into us. 
played hard" but you know 
harder l eas t I remember. 

all had to work harder, it was something 
As somebody said " We worked hard and 

we loved sports, but we all had to work 

Guest 1: But as Dorothy said about making our own fun, -true they were all house 
parties in those days and tennis parties . 

Guest1: Sort of about three centers really there was Barnsbury, Harbour House , 
Mr Bullocks for offica l things. 

Inte rviewer: How about down at Fulford? 

Guest 2: And Fulford was the wh i t e lodge ar ' the wh i t e house a s it was called 
in those days. 

Interviewer: And that burned down two or three t i mes. 

Gues t 2 : Two or three times. 

Interviewer: Until there is nothing there now. 

Gue s t 2: At firs t we were ' nt allowed to go to public dances like the Mahon Hall 
or Central. 

Gue s t 1: Oh we wer e always chaperoned. 

Gue s t 2: Ye s . 

Guest 1 : Mrs . Bes( was a great chaperone . 

GJest 1" But there was a t errific arrount of dances. And then later when we were 
going to school , s chools everywhe::.--e , there wasn 1 t a central school , 
e veryone would have a s chool dan ce and you 1 s be going the whole 
week of school . 

~--------~----------~=-----~----------------~----~--- -------



Guest 1: 

In tert,~e:re li: 

An then during the war there waqs quite sorrething Capt ain Best ors 
the head of it acually any plane going over while you were on the 
phone you ' d get a call from Fulford and you ' d have to clear the 
long distance l ine through to Sydney , and you' d t.irre it l ike when 
the call came in at Fulford thi s plane was spotted, and there we re 
spotters right across the i s land .a7 yo u 1 d ha ve them ca lling in from 
Fulford this plan e was s potted . .f)'?' 1 

- J /f/J' p I~ 
·· Jus t to e nsuee sa fety. 

Guest 1: Any plane that weot over was s potted. 

Inte rviewe r : Thi s was after Pea rl Ha rbour? 

Interv iewe r : Yes because th~ s h; ps all use to be bla cked out. 

Gues t 2: There was a ce rtain name fo r it. 

Gue s t 2: I remembe r bl ackin g out Harbour House with o ld blankets the whole 
thing and on the night of Pear l Ha rbour when they said imnent dan ge r. 
As Be tty said probably t he phone was ke pt open but Charley Toynbee 

Gues t 1 : 

at the e nd of Moats Poi nt didn 1 t have a radi o had no news had hi s 
1 ight on a ll night going full bla s t. And the rest of us all s uf fe ring. 

I 

1 .., 
The same nigh t bl oome rs we re s uppose to be s potted they had, 
what you call them I th i nk Derm it was one and~ l Wa g7and I 
call a ll the se lf de f e nse , a nd they got in Ce ra! Wag~ truch or 
of t ruc ks and roared up the mo unta in. 

fo rgotten 
ha d to 
a couple 

Inte rviewe r: Expect i ng them to land on the ... 

Gues t 1: Invas ion to happen. 

Gues t 2 : I don• t know what they wo uld want to i nvade us fo r . rea ll y I mea n we 
were 1 nt. 

In te rv iewe r : No but was it .. 

Gue s t 2: We l 1 one did land a t Syd ney, we ll t hat wo uld be nea r J ames I s l an d, bu t 
I mean ac ua ll y Salt Spr ing was of no vital inte res t fo r any Japs . 
Anyway t hey had to be on the alert. 

Inte rvi ewer: The re were several Jape nese faimil ys li v ing on the i s l and then weren 1 t 
there? 

Gue s t 1 

{ 

Yes , they were most l y evacuated li ke they were f rom eve r ywhe re 
on t he coas t. I remembe r one day they all l e ft on the Prin cess Mary 
Oh anothe r thing that wa s quite inte res ting wa s whe n the Du keabors 
were on Pe ir Is l and and Pi e r I s l an d was taken ove r comp lete l y by a ll 
these Dukabo rs and they 1 d bring them in on Princess Ma ry they had 
them all down below a nd we 1 d go down to the wha rf wen the boa t came in 
whi ch ca ll ed in about t hree times a week . You•d see a ll t hese Dukabo rs 
chanting and s ing ing. Alot of people go t jobs from here on Pi e r s Is land 
as gua rds . 

Inte rv iewe r : Wh e n did the ferry fir st s tart do You remember? 

k 

I ~ 



· Guest2 : 

Inte rvi ewe r: 

Guest 2 : 

Guest 1 : 

Interv iewe r: 

Guest 2: 

In ter vi ewer : 

Guest 2: 

' 

Oh god I don't know , 31. 

~ot until them! you ha d no way o f gett ing . 

The re use to be a 1 ittle, Frank Kroften wo ul d drive a taxi down to t he 
wha rf and there was Laciter. 

Laciter had a li tt l e l a unch to go across to Sydney . 

It was yo u mi ght say wa t ertax i. A~ 
( r "/' r 1", 

There was Lac i te r than ~awl ics later.· 

Thi s wou ld be a wa ter taxi? 

Yes. 

Interv iewer: And it wo uld run in rofif weather? 

Guest 2: Oh no, and if we didn't have a car we'd ha ve to get on the old f l ying 
nine was it and it was later the coach 1 ines. 

l_J 
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