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The Sou th Salt Spr inp: Island 'lwmen ' s I nstitu t e 
, ~ sell ing t i cket s on a quilt wh i ch i s to b e 
\~ r affled a t t he Fall Fa i e. 

I t 1 s col 011rf ul , careful l y s titched , and is the 

wor k of many members . This i s ~e year 1978 , bu t the 

• 

same announc ement coul d hav e been ma de ov er fifty years 

ago when 1lr s . Car olyn <1yves f i rs t sugp;e s ted maki nr: a 

ou i l t and raffl in~ i t t o ~a#!i) rai se money .~ 
The women wanted t o bui l d a hal l {li:d funds were 

needed . ! .. ember s at t hat t ime were meeting in t he Bur-

goyne Vall ey Sch ool and 'Jlans were bei ng made t o have a 

meeting 'Jl a ce of t heir own wher e classes could be h el d 

in home canni ng and ot her domes tic art s ; and the commun-

i t y cou l d s ocial i ze . As well as quilt rafflin rr , t h e worn-

en ' s f und- r aisi ng eff orts included c ard arti es , d ances 

and a door - t o- d oor c anva ss . 

The land f or the hall was given by the Shaw family , 

whos e f a r m ~sk isa :ti~xua..xmxsxsm:t¥~~ 

~included t he si t e of t oday ' s a i r s trip . Tr ees f or l umber 

were d onat ed , v olunt eer s lined up t o hel p i n cons t ruc t i on , 

and a bu i ldi ng bee was or p:ani zed . Of course a "bee" o eant 

a bar:Cl.ue t f or the wor kers , and of course t he i./Vomen ' s I a -

stitu t e o~ovided the f ood . Soon t h8y had a buildin~ for 

ev .gr.Tone t o u s e - t he Ful f ord I nsti tut e Hall . Unfortunate ­

l y it had a short lif~n~ l ms t t o fir~~i~ . 
Onc e a P"ain t he membe r s of the I n s t i tut e were spend~ 

inF the ir fr ee time f und- rai s i n p f or t he buil din~ of an ­

othe r hall . Mos t of t h e women l iv ed on far ms and had lon_g: 
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days - making but ter , tendin~ children and animals , and 

preparing barrels of pork and beef f or the winte:r- , as " ell 

as runriing their homes and tendin~ thei r gardens . Time 

was f ound t hough t o help rais e funds and make ol ans for 

a second hall. This buildinf was enjoyed fo~ a few y~ars 
vrib1 .,JIJ411 

longer than the first i@~ one} ~~fen ~ i"P't l936 , ~ it 

also burnt down . 

The ar esen t Fulford Hall was an ambitious community 

undertaking . 11 uch discussion t ook p l ace about finances , 

with some arguing t hat the community bank balance of 

S 2400 was insufficien t to comole te the project. When t he 

building was r ough finished, they had exactly f ~ left in 

this account l A caroenter , J ack Graham, was hired to ove~ 

\ 

see the building . He fir s t made the doDrs and window fr ames 

as a donation and later took the rest on as a pPying job. 

The sturdiness (and we i ght ) of the r oof beam~{i;s :~ill re­

member ed by one of the v ol unt eers . 

Once agai n the Women ' s I ns titute pl ayed its part , 

and over the years the hall , whi ch i a its oresen t form 

is suitable for snorts, dances, concerts ,~OCxm¥Mkxmgxx~ 
plays , movies and mee t~ngs of all ki nds , was built, as 

funds could be found . 

Over t he years the fouus @ of the S . S. W. I . 1 s 

ac ti vi ties had chan.ged . Nhen the gr ouo first met the 

First ',lorld War had just ended , and servicemen were 

back home settling with young wives who were f or the 
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mos t part not accust omed t o rural life . At that time the 

members exchanr:ed ideas and offered classes . The meetings 

~served as a social outlet f or women who were fairly 

isolated other wise . Probably the or ganization made coping 

with i sland l ife a bit easier t o accep t. At one time they 

sponsored Well Baby Clinics which the Government Health 

Unit in Ganges now handles . 

Today, 58 years af t er t he Sout h Salt Spri ner Women ' s 

Ins titute was inaugura ted, member s mee t in homes, and ob-

serve their motto: "For Home and Country ." Mrs . Carolyn 

Gyves , who sup;p:ested the quilt making years ago ,~ 
·has the distinction of being the only remaining Charter 

Member and , t o judge from the minutes of uast meetings 

she has , ov er the years b een a ver y active one . The women 

of the Institute are today , as always , willing t o help 

their neighbours . 


